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VIGOR-CAL®
Uniquely formulated for rapid absorption, Vigor-Cal® 
increases calcium levels in fruit and leaf tissue promoting 
quality, firmness, and shelf-life.

VIGOR-CAL-PHOS™
A revolutionary foliar calcium “phosphite” material with 
proprietary “activators” that help enhance plants’ natural 
defense mechanisms against a variety of diseases. VCP 
also greatly improves fruit production and quality.

POTASSIUM DEXTRO-LAC®
(K.D.L.® 0-0-24)
A pure potassium with no nitrates, chlorides or sulfates. 
Use early season for frost protection. Use at any time for 
K deficiency situations. Use from veraison through harvest 
to promote even maturation, enhance color and phenolic 
levels and optimize sugar acid balance.

SYMSPRAY® (OMRI certified)
A “stabilized” seaweed designed to reduce plant stress, 
increase fruit set and enhance overall size and quality. 
Agro-K’s unique manufacturing process prolongs the life 
of seaweed’s natural plant growth hormones providing 
consistent field results.

SYMBEX® (OMRI certified)
A soil amendment designed to stimulate and increase 
“existing” bacteria and fungi populations without 
inoculating. Increases nutrient cycling and availability. 
Promotes soil aeration, moisture penetration and retention 
leading to improved root development.

PLANT WASH
A plant soap designed to wash leaves clean of damaging 
soft bodied insects.

Foliars For 
Quality 
Grape 
Growers

Agro-K’s line of foliar and specialty products 
have been helping grape growers in Australia, 

South Africa and United States produce 
better quality with less reliance on chemical 

pesticides for nearly 20 years. If you’re 
interested in producing the best quality grapes 

with less inputs -  contact us, we can help.

Product Available Nationwide 
For information contact 
Brett Eade 04-2948-0077

HYTEC POLYMER
A hydrophilic polymer used to help prevent or minimize 
frost damage, winter die back and transplanting shock.

www.agro-k.com

http://www.agro-k.com


The festive season has been and gone, and 
The Vine production team trusts everyone had 
a Merry Christmas and will have a prosperous 
New Year.

Most growers will be preparing for harvest 
over the next two months. One of the busiest 
times for table grape and dried fruits producers 
is beginning, and growers should have the 
infrastructure in place to ensure there are no 
problems over this important time.

This issue of The Vine takes us to South Africa, 
the host nation of the 2004 International Dried 
Grape Producing Countries Conference, where 
positive news for dried fruits producers has 
evolved with global oversupply diminishing. 
Innovative Mildura dried fruit producer, Mark 
King, is our grower of the month and the 
magazine features our regular columns such 
as ADFA Board News, mid-year review of the 
grower training program, Mildura and Red 
Cliffs branch news and more.
The full program for the Sunraysia Growers 
Forum, to be held on the 28 January, 2005 is 
also included.

The Western Australian Department of 
Agriculture summarises the final report on 
control of cane dieback of Dawn Seedless 
table grapes. The Australian Table Grape 
Association (ATGA) gives us an insight into 
the new chemical CPPU as well as other 
beneficial topics including the best ways to 
establish vineyard profitability, a forecast of 
what the export season will bring growers, 
state round up from Queensland and Chief 
Executive report.

Also included is the Horticulture Australia 
(FIAL) update, farm safety tips, superannuation 
information and minor use chemical update.
Rohan Boehm
Editor
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The Australian Dried Fruits Association Inc.

The Market Outlook
As flagged in the November/December 
issue, I recently attended the 
International Conference of dried grape 
producing countries held in Cape Town, 
South Africa. Delegations representing 
Australia, Greece, South Africa, 
Turkey and the United States (US) were 
present (see article, page 6).

Conference delegates agreed the world 
supply and demand situation was moving 
to a more balanced situation than had 
been the case for quite a few years, and 
that this is due to several supply factors, 
including a reduction in the US crop 
from 319,000 tonnes (t) in 2002 to an 
estimated 175,000t in 2004.

World stocks have also dropped to their 
lowest levels for several years, including a 
drop of 70,000t between 2003 and 2004, 
and are forecast to drop another 50,000 
to 90,000t over the next year.

Since 2002, world sultana production 
has dropped by about 100,000t. The 
US reduction was influenced by the 
pull of more than 50,000 acres (20,235 
hectares) of vines in 2003. In addition, 
there has been a reduction in the 
productive base in Australia.

Turkey, now the world’s largest producer 
of dried grapes, increased its production 
from 170,000t in 2002 to 250,000t in 
2004. Turkish marketing strategies are 
now a major influence on world markets 
and prices being paid for dried grapes 
from all exporting countries. In recent 
months Turkey has inexplicably sold 
high volumes of fruit at reduced prices, 
adversely affecting the world market for 
dried fruit. Only time will tell how quickly 
prices recover.

To further complicate matters, the 
Australian dollar has appreciated 
significantly against the US dollar in 
recent months, potentially reducing 
returns to be paid to Australian growers. 
This situation will be monitored closely in 
the lead-up to the 2005 harvest. 

Meanwhile, the ADFA will again host the 
Sunraysia Growers’ Forum at the Mildura 
Settlers, Mildura, on Friday 28 January, 
2005 (see article, page 19), at which 
growers and other industry interests will 
be updated on a wide range of industry, 
research and marketing issues.

The forum’s focus will be on the Market 
Outlook session, featuring a range of 
speakers from Sunbeam Foods. Growers 
will be vitally interested in the latest price 
estimates for the 2005 crop.

The ADFA/Sunbeam Foods Consultative 
Committee will meet before the forum, 
enabling grower representatives to 
consider the latest market information 
and discuss issues likely to influence 
the price schedule for the 2005 crop.

ADFA remains concerned about the 
continuing decrease in the productive 
base of the industry, although the rate of 
this is dropping with corporate plantings 
starting to produce fruit.

It is obvious our industry is being 
affected by lack of investment in dried 
grape properties and that growers need 
greater incentive if they are to have the 
confidence and resources to reinvest.

It is essential also that this industry 
positions itself so efficient growers can 
make a reasonable profit and achieve 
an acceptable rate of return on their 
investment.

Improved prices must accompany 
our continuing efforts to reduce input 
costs and raise productivity in order to 
achieve greater profitability in dried grape 
production.

Federal funding for ADFA 
projects
ADFA has just learnt it has been 
successful with its application for Industry 
Partnership Program funding for five dried 
grape industry projects. The projects 
relate to the pilot grower training program, 
a new industry benchmarking project, the 
industry crop plantings and food safety 
database, a consumer research study 
and printing of an updated ADFA dried 
grape production manual.

In addition to the federal grants, 
ADFA and other industry interests will 
contribute resources to ensure these 
industry projects are successful and 
produce useful outcomes.

Peter Jones
ADFA Chairman
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Don’t market what you 
won’t eat yourself

As more production areas begin the start 
of the 2004-05 table grape season I want 
to remind growers of the importance 
of working together for the good of the 
industry.

I want to reaffirm my previous comment 
that individually as growers we cannot 
compete in a global market. If we are to 
progress our industry then we need to 
work together and to function collectively 
as an industry. We need to inform the 
relevant delegates of our needs and 
aspirations so that the relevant issues 
can be tabled for consideration.

Grape maturity is again shaping up to be 
a problem this season. I have had reports 
from one grower who visited several 
supermarkets in Melbourne and found 
that all the grapes presented for sale 
were so immature that they were inedible. 
The message to growers is very simple: 
if you won’t eat the grapes yourself, you 
can’t expect consumers to eat them, so 
don’t send the fruit to market.

I cannot stress how important it is to 
only pick mature fruit and to maintain 
consistent quality.

There is an abundance of good quality 
summer fruits on the market that all 
compete with table grapes for their share 
of the consumer stomach. We cannot 
afford to have poor quality fruit sent to 
markets which can have a detrimental 
effect on consumer’s purchasing patterns, 
particularly repurchase.

Sound, and simple, testing practices are 
available to test maturity. A refractometer 
is the easiest way to measure the 
sugar (brix) levels of fruit and should 
be considered an essential piece of 
equipment for any table grape grower. 
Other methods of assessing eating 
quality are slightly more complex and 
include a measure of the acid level of fruit 
to give a sugar to acid ratio.

I again express my concern regarding 
field-packed versus shed-packed table 
grapes. There are signs that buyers 
are specifying export orders must be 
shed-packed and this could become 
an increasing trend if product quality is 
inconsistent. It is a lot harder to monitor 
quality in the field, but many growers are 
choosing this option because they can

save about $3 per carton.

However, growers can’t always determine 
that what is in the top of the box is 
the same as what is in the bottom. 
Consistency is particularly important 
for export sales. Training is essential for 
pickers and supervision and monitoring is 
imperative to ensure sound out-turn.

The Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) continues implementation of 
the communications program with the 
anticipated launch of our website in the 
new year with full details in the next issue 
of The Vine.

Market access to China, Japan and South 
Korea programs are continuing, albeit at 
a slow pace due to the intricacies of bi
lateral negotiation.

The levy payers forum roadshow was 
well attended in both Bunbury and the 
Swan Valley in Western Australia in early 
December. Levy payers attending were 
supportive of the achievements to date.

The 2004/05 domestic marketing 
program has commenced and this will 
be the first year of a five year on-going 
promotional program which will be 
proactive in highlighting attributes and 
convenience of fresh Australian table 
grapes. However, promotion will only 
be successful if the product presented 
to consumers meets the consumers 
buying needs, is of consistent quality and 
represents value for money. It is pointless 
using levy payers’ funds in a national 
promotion program if the product does 
not deliver. The national program will 
run down the eastern seaboard while a 
separate promotional program is running 
in Western Australia.
The 2005/06 funding round has closed 
and the industry advisory committee will 
be meeting in late January to evaluate 
and prioritise those R&D proposals 
submitted to further advance the industry 
in line with the ATGA five year strategic 
plan. Issues such as health, water, labour 
availability and export market access 
continue to be challenges and are being 
addressed by the ATGA.

Brian Woodford
ATGA President

Brian W oodford
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South African table grape bunches packaged and ready for harvest on the vine: OK where labour costs are low.

The outlook for dried fruit producers 
around the world looks positive, 
with reports from the 2004 International 
Dried Grape Producing Conference that 
world production and stockpiles are likely 
to fall further next year.
Delegates from Australia, Greece, South 
Africa, Turkey and the United States (US) 
met in Cape Town, South Africa, late last 
year and presented information on their 
respective production and marketing 
positions.
Over the past five years global supply 
has exceeded demand and excess fruit 
has been kept in reserve. The oversupply 
situation has led to several years of poor 
returns to growers.

to the wine industry, while others simply 
chose to remove their vines. Even though 
some Australian growers are replanting 
sultanas under supply contracts, these 
new vines will take five years to come into 
production and influence world supplies.
"American growers have also been 
doing it tough and there is continued 
vine removal. As a result world 
production capacity has been reduced 
by more than 150,000t in recent years,” 
he said.
The mass removal of vines means the 
market is no longer oversupplied. Global 
reserves are expected to fall by a further 
45,500t to 129,000t by the end of the 
2004-05 marketing year.

Mr Jones said the market had been 
cut-throat in recent years with suppliers 
willing to undercut one another to sell 
fruit. However, the reduced production 
and decline in global reserve would help 
to improve prices and ultimately grower 
returns over the next few years.
Production figures from each country 
indicated that Turkey was the world’s 
largest producer in 2004 (Table 1). 
Despite frost damage, the crop there 
recovered well and 250,000t were 
produced. Mr Jones said this was Turkey’s 
biggest crop on record and the result of a 
good growing season, with bigger berries 
and more berries per bunch rather than 
increased plantings.

Peter Jones, the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) Chairman, said 
poor returns had seen many Australian 
growers divert to the wine industry; others 
had simply chosen to remove their vines 
and try something new.
"At the start of the 2003-04 marketing 
year 246,000 tonnes (t) of fruit were held 
in the global reserve,” he said.
"In Australia many growers were unable 
to continue production when the returns 
were so low and they diverted production

Table 1: Estimated packout of dried fruit from the 2004 crop. (Ail figures metric tonnes packed weight)

Country Sultanas/Raisins Crop plus carry over Golden Seedless Currants
Greece 35,000 35,000 0 46,000
Iran 90,000 94,000 10,000 0
Turkey 250,000 273,000 0 0
USA 175,000 311,500 13,500 2,500
Australia 24,000 27,000 0 2,500
Chile 44,000 48,000 5,000 0

South Africa 20,000 24,000 7,000 1,400
Total 638,000 812,500 35,500 52,400

South
African

trellis for
growing
Sultanas

In contrast, southern hemisphere 
countries expect only average crops to 
be harvested in early 2005. Mr Jones 
said vigorous early season growth 
had occurred in Australia, but the 
Currant, Sunmuscat and the Sultana 
yield was likely to be similar, or only 
slightly better, than last year (Table 2). 
South Africa was also facing a potentially 
smaller crop as a result of restricted vine 
growth.

M



Table 2: Varieties - Sultana and Raisins (All figures metric tonnes packed weight. Goldens or sulphur bleached are reported separately below)

Country Estimated 
physical stock 

as at 31 
August, 2004

Estimated 
packoutfrom 
2004 Northern 

Hemisphere crop

Estimated 
packout from 

2004 Southern 
Hemisphere crop

Total estimated 
available product 

for marketing

Estimated 
invoiced domestic 

sales1/9/2004 
to 31/8/2005

Balance 
available for 

export marketing

Estimated 
invoiced export 
sales 1/9/2004 
to 31/8/2005

Estimated 
physical stock as 
at 31 August, 2005

Planned carryout 
required to maintain 

supply between 
seasons

Surplus stocks 
to estimated 

sales and 
planned carryout

Greece 0 35,000 35,000 7,000 28,000 1,000 10,000 2,000 0

Iran 4,000 90,000 94,000 20,000 74,000 70,000 4,000 4,000 0

Turkey 23,000 250,000 273,000 28,000 245,000 225,000 20,000 20,000 0

USA 136,500 175,000 311,500 195,000 116,500 100,500 16,000 85,000 0

Australia 3,000 24,000 27,000 16,000 11,000 8,000 3,000 3,000 0

Chile 4,000 44,000 48,000 4,000 44,000 30,000 24,000 10,000 0

South Africa 4,000 37,000 41,000 11,000 33,000 28,000 5,000 5,000 0

Total 174,500 550,000 105,000 829,500 281,000 551,500 462,500 82,000 129,000 0

The conference was told this season’s 
crops of currants were excellent with 
production estimated at more than 
52,000t, an increase of 5000t over last 
year's crop.
Production issues
Mr Jones told the conference much 
of Australia was in drought and water 
storages in the past two years had been 
at their lowest recorded levels. Water 
availability and the cost of water were key 
issues for growers.
Labour was also an issue. A low 
unemployment rate has made it more 
difficult to attract labour for hand harvesting, 
and the cost of that labour was increasing 
because of more stringent occupational 
health and safety regulations.
"When we compare Australian labour 
and water costs with that of the other 
producing countries we are at a major 
disadvantage,” he said.
"Labour is abundant and cheap in both 
South Africa ($1/hour) and Turkey ($1.50/ 
hour) compared with Australia (minimum 
of$15/hour). Water is also much less 
expensive in South Africa, costing about 
$10 per megalitre (ML), compared to 
Australia where prices can reach up to 
$100/ML.
"In the US, labour rates are similar to those 
in Australia but government assistance 
subsidises the cost of irrigation.
"The take-home message is that 
Australian growers have to be better 
than everybody else if we are to compete 
in the global market. We need to keep 
growing premium product and to get that 
premium in markets to cover our higher 
production costs,” he said.
Mr Jones said here more growers were 
switching to a mechanised production 
system to reduce labour costs. Trellis 
drying had been widely adopted, giving 
growers greater control over bad weather 
that when using the traditional hand 
picking system still used by about 50% 
of growers.
"All the research and training days we 
have conducted over the years are 
beginning to have an impact in the field. 
But we have to push the boundaries 
of efficiency, grower skill, innovative 
marketing and promotion if we are to

remain competitive,” he said.
"Our Advanced Skills Program is about 
making good growers even better. It 
is about screwing the last 10% out of 
your crop, something we will all have to 
consider in the future.”
Marketing opportunities
Australian delegates to the world 
conference said Australia clearly led the 
world in the marketing and promotion of 
dried fruits.
Conference delegates had been impressed 
with Australia’s co-ordinated marketing 
programs for fruit and vegetables, 
particularly the ‘2 and 5 program’ (two 
fruits and five vegetables) which began 
in Western Australia and has since been 
adopted nationally under the guidance of 
Horticulture Australia Ltd (HAL).
Peter Johannssen, Sunbeam Foods 
International Trade Manager, said with 
the exception of the US, other countries 
contributed funds to a generic sultana 
promotion in the UK.
Although people in England liked plum 
pudding and fruit cakes, there had been 
little promotion in the stack supermarket 
or school lunch market of snack boxes 
and this was where the joint promotion 
program was aimed.
“Australia enjoys the highest per capita 
consumption of dried fruit in the world,” 
Mr Jones said.
"One of our aims at the conference was 
to encourage other countries to increase 
their promotion of dried fruits and to 
experiment with packaging ideas to 
increase domestic consumption.
"For example, if we look at Turkey, they 
have a population of 70 million, but only 
sell 20,000t (less than 10% of their crop) 
domestically. Australia, with less than 
a third of the Turkish population, sells

David Schmit: South African host for 
conference delegates

twice as much dried fruit on the domestic 
market.
"If we could raise domestic consumption 
in other dried fruit producing countries 
to the same level as in Australia, then I 
doubt we would be able to grow enough 
fruit to satisfy demand.”
Working together
Conference delegates agreed the dried 
grape industry would benefit from a co
ordinated approach by all the producing 
countries rather than by pursuing 
individual competitive efforts.
As a result, an International Dried Grape 
Association will be formed, to replace 
the London Liaison Committee, the new 
group to adopt a broader global focus 
aimed at development of the dried grape 
industry.
Mr Johannssen said this move would give 
all producers and manufacturers access 
to an impartial body, which nevertheless 
would "not interfere with the spirit of 
competing".
A key function of the association would 
be to adopt a co-ordinated approach 
to food safety, promotion and research 
activities, with all results shared by 
member countries. There was no point 
in "reinventing the wheel" and the joint 
approach would lead to substantial cost 
savings and be of mutual benefit to all 
countries, he said.
Each country submitted a list of topics to 
include the new association's charter and 
these are now being collated.
The Australian delegation consisted of 
Peter Jones, ADFA Chairman; Ross 
Skinner, Horticulture Australia Industry 
Services Manager; Peter Johannssen, 
Sunbeam Foods International Trade 
Manager, and Mike Maynard, Sunbeam 
Foods Manufacturing Manager.

Peter Jones in front of the major processor, 
SAD, packing shed.
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Some chemicals can no longer be applied 
to grapes used for the production of dried 
or table grapes.
Following a review by the Australian 
Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines 
Authority (APVMA), Procymidone, which 
is used for the control of botrytis, is one 
chemical that has been withdrawn.
This comes as a result of a recent 
toxicology assessment that found risk 
of exposure to the chemical could 
exceed new tougher health standards. 
This finding also follows the recent 
reclassification of Procymidone from 
being a previously unscheduled chemical 
to a schedule 7 poison, after reports 
of it causing birth defects in laboratory 
animals.
Procymidone is marketed as Cyon 
500 SC, Fortress 500, Rumble, Spiral 
Aquaflo and Sumisclex 500.
The chemical carbaryl has been 
withdrawn also from the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association (ADFA) spray diary this 
season. This is also due to a report from 
the APVMA recommending varying the 
label use of Carbaryl - deleting it for the 
use on grapes along with a long list of 
other fruits and vegetables.
This is because there is not enough 
data to ensure dietary intake would not 
exceed the acute reference dose from all 
the crops it may be sprayed on. Carbaryl 
is sold as Bugmaster and Carbaryl. 
Growers should check their spray diaries 
or contact representatives from Sunbeam

or ADFA if they are uncertain which 
chemicals they can use.

Useful web sites
There are many web sites on the 
internet which supply useful dried grape 
information. Some that may be useful to 
use are:
a) Chemical use, latest chemical 

updates, chemical labels and MSDS 
sheets
www.apvma.gov.au
www.pestgenie.com.au

b) Weather forecasts/information 
www.bom.gov.au 
www.thefarmshed.com.au

The latter site has entry by subscription, 
although bronze level subscription is 
free.
These sites may be useful to growers 
when deciding when to spray and what 
chemicals to use, as well as with other 
management decisions that may be 
weather related.

Approved supplier program
Growers who have not undertaken 
approved supplier training (and the 
chemical user’s course) are reminded 
that they must complete this training to 
be accredited as an approved supplier.

ADFA will be providing this form of 
training in January 2005, so interested 
growers need to register their interest as 
soon as possible. Phone John Hawtin at 
the ADFA, (03) 5023 5174.

Benchmarking project
As reported in the last edition, ADFA 
is seeking expressions of interest 
from dried grape growers interested 
in taking part in a new dried grape 
industry benchmarking project.
The project will:

involve as many as 50 dried 
grape growers
focus on benchmarking the whole 
dried grape business 
require participating growers to 
provide reasonable input, including 
access to annual financial 
statements (tax returns), and to 
complete a survey and meet with 
consultants on their own property 
for from three to five hours 
require data from the 2003/04 
and 2002/03 years (and 2001/02 
if available) to be provided 
not involve any cost to growers 

The growers who take part will benefit 
from individual reports comparing 
their own production and financial 
performance with the group average, 
and the industry will benefit from the 
development of a range of important 
indicators such as water use, level 
of technology, cost of production and 
property incomes.
As well, a new software tool will be 
developed for use by the industry
interested growers should contact the 
ADFA, (03) 5023 5174, and request 
a copy of an ‘expression of interest’ 
form.

&  I  Australian Pesticides &
I  Veterinary Medicines Authority

Soarch for it product 

Sonrch for u permit

About APVMA 
Mod'rt release*
Contact u i U Feedback 
Recruitment 
bubl'cat'gni i* farms 
Legislation

APVMA statement clarifying thc procoss for finalisation of chemical.re.vl.CWS 14 December 200-1 

Animal Residue Data Sheets available far flclhodim and sethoxydim 13 December 200-1

Data protection - new Information relating to application requirements 8 December 200-1

Release of APVMA Annual Report 2003-04

\ 29 November 200-1

APVMA announces regulatory changes for veterinary antibiotic 23 November 200-1

APVMA takes rcgulatory actlon on popular horticultural funalclde. IS  November 200-1

Senator the Hon Richard Colbeck, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister far Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has 
released a revised Draft Cost Recovery Impact Stntomont.(CRIS] that outlines the proposed new fee 
struturo for tho APVMA. Hie revised draft CRIS has been developed In response to comments received on the 
previous draft and from the workshop on cost recovery held in August 200-1. The Australian Government 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry is managing the consultation process on the revised CRIS. 
Comments should be sent by 16 December 200-1 to apvmacoslrccovcry@daff.gov.au or to: Agricultural and 
Veterinary Chemicals - Cost recovery Framework, Product Integrity, Animal and Plant Health, Australian 
Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, GPO Box 858, CANBERRA ACT 2601.

Learn About Meteorology I Weather & Warnings I Climato I Hydrology I Numerical Prediction I About Services I Registered User Services I

WEATHER 
FORECASTS 

WARNINGS and 
OBSERVATIONS

Nat-onal 
Now South Writes 

Victoria 
Queensland 

Western Auatialia 
South Australia 

Tasmania 
Aus. Capital Territory 

Northotn Territory

Corporate Inhumation 
Tenders & Contracts 
Contact Information 
Annual Report 
Service Charter 
WMO Activities 
Research Division (BMHC)

THIS MONTH'S FEATURE ( previous)

About i  
Also available, the Bureau's r 
•Drought. Dtm and Dfllugjf

CURRENT NEWS SUMMARY AND LATEST MEDIA RELEASE

Weather Charts 
Radar Images 
Satellite Images 
Marine Weather

Rein & Tompornturo Maps 
Seasonal Outlooks 
Climate Averages 
How to oe! Climate Data

Flood Warning Service 
Hydromet Advisory Service 
Water Resources

Aviation Users 
Marine Users 
Defence Users 
General Users

Drought. Dust and DoIuqp

'• CcoviOM Cemmcflivcath ot Australa 20CW, Bureau cl Mctcotobgy (ABN 92 637 S33S32) 
Pfcasc note the Copyright richco arte p.>;ch»nci statements ichtrig to the use of tho Mcimatci 
statements. Users cl these vveb pages arc deemed to have read and accepted tno condsbns o

s seo and oui sic Piracy and Accps ic r.- 
a in the Copyright, Disclaimer, and Prbacy

http://www.apvma.gov.au
http://www.pestgenie.com.au
http://www.bom.gov.au
http://www.thefarmshed.com.au
mailto:apvmacoslrccovcry@daff.gov.au


BLK  740 
PICKIN G  K N IFE

B3000 A N D  B3000S 
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•  Weighs less than 
40 grams

•  Polished cutlery grade 
stainless steel

•  Deep serrated curved 
blade

•  Ergonomic plastic handle

•  High carbon steel tool
•  Soft PVC grip over steel
•  Lightweight but durable
•  Tried, tested and accepted by 

professionals

Part of the Barnel® Professional Tool Range
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THE TOOL 
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PROFESSIONALS
A professional Industrial Quality tool Guaranteed to work 
Every part is replaceable as a spare part - not a cheap throw away tool 
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Calculating vineyard
profitability

It is important growers have an 
understanding of their farm business 
expenses and what grape payments or 
financial returns are required to meet 
those costs and what extra margins 
are needed for family needs and overall 
profitability, irrespective of where the 
property is located.
There are various ways to calculate 
vineyard profitability including cash flow 
budgeting, gross margins, benchmarking 
against industry standards and costs and 
returns exercises.
Cash flow budgets are a very useful 
management tool, that are highly 
accurate in determining working 
capital requirements to manage peak 
debt or depleted savings immediately 
prior to harvest and receipt of grape 
payments, but their forecast of earnings 
is dependent on achieving unknown 
harvest outcomes.
Benchmarking costs is a useful tool, but 
this generally ignores debt servicing and 
other profitability determinants.
Costs and returns exercises are 
advantageous because they look at the 
whole of business and do identify debt 
servicing and other profitability needs.

Establishing profitability
A costs and returns exercise based 
on cash flow predictions or previous 
expenditure against production volume 
from profit and loss statements in tax 
returns or data from farm business 
management programs such as 
Quickbooks will provide all that is 
required to calculate what returns are 
needed to just cover costs or to assess 
farm business profitability.

This can be calculated on a total volume 
produced basis:

total $ costs -f cartons produced = 
cost per carton

or on a hectare (or acre) basis:
total $ costs 4- divided by area = 
cost per hectare (or acre) + volume 
produced = cost per carton.

The latter equation is more definitive for 
situations where there is a mixture of 
varieties grown and the grower needs to 
know outcomes per variety produced.

Categorising costs
Costs can be aggregated into various 
categories, including:
E  Labour for picking, pruning, thinning 

and trimming.
Overheads (accounting and bank 
fees, electricity, telephone, fuel, 
repairs insurance, motor vehicle 
costs etc).
Production (fertiliser, sprays and 
chemicals).
Cartons and packaging.
Freight (can be a significant cost 
depending on destination markets).
Rates (water and council, as irrigation 
water can be a significant cost).
Bank debt servicing (both interest 
and principal payments).
Lease or hire purchase 
commitments.

Allowance should also be made for:
Living costs (personal drawings or 
payment of owner wages).
Future replacement of machinery, 
using the amount of depreciation 
claimed in the profit and loss 
statement.
An amount required for ‘return on 
invested funds’ ie the property.

Debt and yield influences
It is important to realise that while similar 
costs may be shared across vineyards, 
every grower’s cost structure and returns 
required will be different, with the two 
biggest influences being debt and yield.
Where enterprises are mixed (producing 
table grapes and/or wine grapes and/ 
or dried grapes), costs need to be

BY GRAEME THORNTON

proportioned to either the area or the 
volume produced.
For ease of calculation the following 
example of Harry and Helen Hardworker 
assumes the farm business produces just 
table grapes.
Example -  Harry and Helen Hardworker 
have a 20 hectare (50 acre) vineyard in 
Robinvale in full production, although 
they wish to replant some of the older 
varieties next season, without increasing 
debt. Hypothetically, the property is 
valued at $1,000,000, based on a value 
of $50,000 per hectare ($20,000/acre), 
given they have good equipment and 
modern sprinkler irrigation. At present 
they have four 4ha (10 acre) plantings of 
Thompson Seedless, Crimson Seedless, 
Red Globe and Menindee Seedless. The 
remaining 4ha is planted with mixed older 
varieties.
The vineyard currently produces an 
average of 1750 cartons/ha (700 cartons/ 
acre) or 35,000 10 kilogram cartons in 
total and the average price received last 
year was $14 per carton.
The Hardworkers have loans for $350,000 
for previous vineyard redevelopment, 
which has been on interest only terms, 
but principle payments are due to 
commence after next harvest, with annual 
payments of $35,000. They also have an 
overdraft of $100,000 for working capital 
requirements, reflective of the high cost 
labour and meeting costs to harvest.
Annual lease commitments for a tractor 
and cool room are in place and $60,000 
is being claimed for depreciation of 
plant and equipment. The Hardworkers 
operate as a family trust with two adult 
sons involved in the business and all 
are reliant on farm returns to provide for 
themselves.
The pie-chart in Figure 1 shows the 
average returns required per carton 
to meet costs, where the average is 
determined by the total dollars received 
divided by the total cartons produced.
This would indicate their farm business is 
profitable as their previous or predicted 
return of $14 per carton exceeded 
the basic cost of $12.45, by $1.55 per 
carton.
Typical of table grape businesses, the
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Figure 1:
Basic costs per 10kg carton of grapes

COSTS

Labour $2.50

Packaging $2.70

Freight $1.00

Overheads $1.60

Production $1.00

Water $0.40

Bank Principal $1.00

Bank Interest $1.05

Lease Costs $0.45

Basic Living Expenses $0.75

TOTAL $12.45

$0.75

Figure 2:
Total costs per 10kg carton of grapes

Labour $2.50
Packaging $2.70
Freight $1.00
Production $1.00
Overheads $1.60
Water $0.40
Bank Principal $1.00
Bank Interest $1.05
Lease Costs $0.45
Owner Wages $1.50
Depreciation $0.50
Redevelopment Costs $0.70
Return on Investment $1.50
Inflation______________________  $0.50

Hardworkers have high labour and 
packaging costs and freight where 
paid, directly proportional to the volume 
produced. Therefore profitability could be 
greater where high returns are achieved, 
even at the expense of large volumes. 
Good marketing and excellent grape 
quality are also paramount for financial 
success.
Other measures of profitability such as 
an ‘owner wage’ reflective of the hours 
worked, allowance for future replacement 
of machinery (as per the depreciation 
allowance), a return on investment 
calculated by the value of the property 
X 5%, and a sum to cover likely rising 
costs (inflation) are included in Figure 
2. The estimated rise in costs does 
not allow for any increase in interest 
rates, which would put added pressure

on the business, especially where 
there is a high level of borrowing. Also 
included is an amount required for next 
years’ scheduled property development, 
so as to not increase borrowing or 
using the overdraft facility, which could 
be risky, as the allowable limit could be 
breached.
With these factors included, returns 
required are now $16.40 per carton and 
indicate a deficit of $2.40 per carton, 
against an average price of $14.00 last 
season.
Many growers may be prepared to 
surrender a return on invested funds as 
unrealistic and will wait for a ‘good year’ 
for machinery replacement and discount 
their own needs. However, for ‘real 
costs’ and ongoing farm business 
profitability they should be considered,

as return on invested funds could be 
considered as ‘profit’ after all costs, 
including providing an owner wage for the 
hours worked.

Every business is different
In closing it must be stressed that every 
grape production business will have a 
different bottom line, largely influenced 
by levels of debt servicing, scales of 
economy, varietal mix, volume of fruit 
produced and prices paid and whether 
there are off-farm income sources to 
support the family and the farm business.
Financial counselling is available from 
your local rural counselling service or 
financial advisor.
Graeme Thornton is a Rural Financial 
Counsellor with the Sunraysia Rural 
Counselling Service.
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hints on farm safety available on 
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Farm safety is now one of the most important issues facing agricultural 
communities, but are growers taking it seriously?
Farmsafe Australia and other farming groups spend much time and energy 
highlighting to growers the importance of safety, whether it be on the tractor, 
in the vineyard or in the packing shed.
They point out that for too long the mundane tasks around the farm have 
been taken for granted. But it is these tasks where serious and sometimes 
fatal injuries most often occur.
As a result, farming now has fatality rates comparable to traditional high-risk 
industries such as mining, road transport and construction. So what is being 
done?
Two farm safety initiatives to make machinery safer and to improve child 
safety on farms are concentrating on teaching growers the importance of 
simple safety measures to protect themselves, their employees and young 
family members.
The project, funded by the Federal Department of Health and Safety, was 
launched at the National Farmers’ Federation’s (NFF) 25th Anniversary 
Policy Council and annual general meeting in Mildura on 19 November, 
2004 by NFF President, Peter Corish.
"It is of great concern to NFF that about 150 people, including 30 
children, are needlessly killed on Australian farms each year,” Mr Corish 
said. “Let’s face it -  a single death or serious injury on an Australian farm 
is too many.”
He said the NFF, as the peak national body representing farmers 
nationally, commended the two Farmsafe initiatives to its member 
organisations and all Australian farmers.
The farm workshop is one target of the program. As many as one in five 
farm injuries that require hospital attention occur during routine farm 
maintenance activities. Unguarded machinery contributes to many 
of these injuries, accounting for almost 200 workers’ compensation 
claims each year.
To address this problem, one strategy will be to focus on safety in the 
farm workshop and the importance of machine guarding.
The second strategy will focus on risks to children on farms from the use 
of vehicles, motorbikes and other machinery.
Farmsafe Australia says, on average, there is one child death each 
month on Australian farms, with the groups most at risk being toddlers 
who play around vehicles and farm equipment, and older children who 
ride motorbikes and ATVs without helmets.
"It is adult decision-making that is at the heart of keeping children safe, 
whether on the farm or in the home,” Mr Corish said.
Farmsafe Australia has developed a booklet for farmers (enclosed with 
this magazine), Get Going! Moving Kids Safely on Farms, which lists ways 
to minimise the risk to children on farms from moving vehicles:
Prevention strategies promoted in the booklet include:

Making children wear seatbelts or placing them in restraints when in 
vehicles on the farm.
Keeping children off ATV’s and tractors.
Ensuring they wear helmets when riding bikes and horses.

Laurie Stiller, Program Leader for Child Safety on Farms, believes adults 
practicing safe behaviour -  especially with wearing helmets on motorbikes 
and seatbelts in vehicles -  can by example help protect children.
"With three times as many children killed as passengers in vehicles in rural 
areas of Australia compared with urban areas, farm parents should ensure 
that young children grow up knowing that wearing a seatbelt is an automatic 
part of driving in a vehicle,” Ms Stiller said.
For more information on farm machinery safety contact:
Dr Lyn Fragar, Australian Centre for Agricultural Health and Safety 
Tel: (02) 6752 8210 Email: lfragar@health.usyd.edu.au
For more information on child safety contact:
Laurie Stiller, Program Leader Child Safety on Farms 
Tel (02) 6742 8218 Email: lauries@health.usyd.edu.au

l
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Parliament unwinds super 
red tape tieing up business
Farmers burdened with superannuation 
red tape will be relieved by news that 
the Federal Parliament repealed a 
requirement that employers notify 
employees that superannuation has been 
paid on their behalf.
“We had stressed to all political parties 
over the past 18 months that the 
superannuation notification requirement 
for Australian farmers, particularly those 
employing large numbers of casual 
workers for short periods, was simply 
red tape gone mad,” National Farmers 
Federation (NFF) Industrial Committee 
Chair, Duncan Fraser said.
“The regulation required employers to 
notify employees that a superannuation 
payment had been made regardless 
of the fact that the employee may 
no longer be employed. This created 
enormous time and cost impacts on 
farmers.”
The repeal of this employer requirement 
is contained in the Tax Laws Amendment 
(Superannuation Reporting) Bill 2004 
that was passed in both Houses in early 
December. The Bill came into effect on 1 
January, 2005.
Mr Fraser said any benefits of the 
notification system had been dramatically 
outweighed by the cost implications to 
employers.

“The objective of the notification 
requirements were already being met 
through other means such as notices from 
superannuation funds and payslip advice 
as to the amount of superannuation 
allocated to an employee during a pay 
period,” Mr Fraser said.
NFF commends the Government’s 
efforts in introducing the Bill early in 
this Parliamentary term, and in 
particular the work by the Assistant 
Treasurer, the Hon. Mai Brough MP,. 
for steering the Bill through Parliament. 
We also thank the Australian Labour 
Party for their decision to withdraw 
their opposition to the Bill without 
amendment.

Mr Fraser said the decision was a 
significant reprieve for Australian farmers 
as they entered a period where they 
would employ large numbers of casual 
workers for the harvest.
“The superannuation notification 
requirement is just one example of 
a number of regulatory burdens on 
employers that create an environment 
that is not conducive to employing 
people,” Mr Fraser said. “At least this Bill 
is a step in the right direction by removing 
some of the red tape burdens on small 
business.”

Magnesium is important for leaf 
function, phosphorus uptake and 
transfer of sugar to the fruit.
Liquid Boron is a superior form 
of boron mixed with polyamines 
which is applied pre-flowering to 
enable even berry development.
SETT is a unique formulation of 
calcium and boron mixed with 
polyamines to increase nutrient 
availability. Calcium does not 
move through the vine into the 
berry, so it must be sprayed on 
to the berry, with boron to build 
good skins. This will stop fruit 
breaking down as it matures.

Foliar Plus is a traditional 
N:P:K with high levels of trace 
elements and is widely used in 
table grapes to continue canopy 
growth.

Call us on 1800 337 845 to customise your program needs
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A Board news
Dried grape imports
The latest import statistics show that while 
sultana imports have eased, current year 
imports are still marginally higher than for 
the same period in 2003.
Total imports for the eight months to 31 
October, 2004, were 11,044 tonnes (t), 
up 962t on imports for the 2003 figure.
Currant imports were up by 569t, sultanas 
were down by 52t and imports of "other" 
dried vine fruits were up by 444t.
Imports by dried grape variety 31 
October, 2004, were: currants 1798t, 
sultanas 7689t, others 1557t.

What’s available on the 
Australian Dried Fruits 

Association (ADFA) web site
General Information: There is a wide 
range of information on ADFA under the 
headings ‘Major issues and Activities’, 
‘Organisation Objectives’, ‘Structure and 
Membership’, ‘Industry Development 
Services’, ‘Value of Membership’, 
‘ADFA Shop’, ‘Members of the Board of 
Management’, ‘Staff and Branches’. The 
site also lists news releases and coming 
events.
Wages sheet: Dried grape growers can 
access the revised wages sheet that has 
been applicable from 15 September, 2004 
on the ADFA’s recently revamped web 
site www.adfa.asn.au. Most dried grape 
growers are respondents to the federal 
Horticultural Industry Award (AWU) 
2000 and the wages sheet reflects the 
minimum official wages to be paid under 
the award and minimum piecework rates 
for grape picking.
Membership application form: 
Growers who are interested in joining 
the ADFA can download a form which 
they can complete and forward with the 
application fee. This fee is set on a pro
rata basis depending on the time of the 
year. Growers joining after 30 November, 
2004 only pay 25% of the normal annual 
membership fee of $8/t plus GST. The 
normal membership fee will then be 
deducted from 2005 crop payments. 
Promotional materials: Anyone,
including schoolchildren and the general 
public, can access the ADFA web site and 
download a range of dried grape industry 
information sheets and posters. The 
ADFA Shop web page also has recipes 
promoting use of dried grapes.

Dried Grape Industry-  
Chemical Spray Diary
The 2004/05 Chemical Spray Diary has 
been available for some time and ADFA 
financial members have received their 
copy in the post.

The spray diary is the critical 
element of the Dried Grape 
Approved Supplier Program 
(DGASP) and growers are
reminded that processors
require the original white copies 
of the map and chemical spray 
records to be submitted by 31 
January, 2005.
Failing to keep a spray diary 
and providing this information 
will jeopardize your approved 
supplier status and may lead 
to additional costs.
Copies can be purchased 
for $20 at the ADFA office in 
Deakin Ave, Mildura.

Growers are reminded 
to submit their spray 

records by the 
31 January, 2005 

to ensure they keep their 
approved supplier status.

INDUSTRIAL  
RELATIONS BRIEFS

Victorian Common Rule 
Award Doesn’t Apply
As reported previously, the ADFA is keen 
to reassure dried grape growers already 
covered by the Federal Horticultural 
Industry Award 2000 that they will not be 
affected by the Victorian Common Rule 
Award 2005 when it comes into effect 
from 1 January, 2005.
The new Victorian award was designed 
by the Victorian Government to enable 
federal award coverage to be extended 
into areas in Victoria where federal 
awards do not apply.
The dried fruits industry has had federal 
award coverage for more than a decade 
and is now covered by the Horticultural 
Industry Award (AWU) 2000, which 
resulted from the amalgamation of the 
Dried Fruits and Other Fruits Industry 
(AWU) Award 1999 and the Fruit and 
Vegetable Growing, Storing, Packing and 
Processing Award 1999.

2005 ACTU National 
Wage Claim
The ACTU has announced its national 
wage claim for 2005 in which it is seeking 
an increase of $26.60 a week to all 
federal award rates of pay. If successful, 
the union claim would raise Australia's 
legal adult minimum wage to $13 an 
hour. For full-time workers this would 
mean a rise from $467.40 to $494 a 
week. The Australian Industrial Relations 
Commission will hear the case in 
February 2005 with a decision likely in 
May 2005.
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Victorian OHS Reform
The Victorian Government's legislative 
response to the Maxwell Report on the 
review of Victoria's occupational health 
and safety framework has finally been 
passed in State Parliament. The new 
Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) 
Act 2004 introduces a range of changes 
to OHS regulations to apply from 1 July, 
2005.
The Government was successful in 
having the legislation passed during the 
recent spring session.The Act represents 
a complex and comprehensive overhaul 
of the previous Act and requires detailed 
analysis.
The Act, while not implementing many 
of the 130-plus recommendations in the 
Maxwell Report, nevertheless introduces 
a range of new obligations, including:
■  New 'principles of health and safety 

protection’.
Explicit recognition that new 
duties extend to include not only 
employers and employees, but also 
‘designers of buildings or structures’, 
‘manufacturers and suppliers of 
plant and substances’, and ‘persons 
installing, erecting or commissioning 
plant’.
Recognition that those duties are not 
absolute, but qualified by requiring 
what is ‘reasonably practicable’ in the 
circumstances.
An indication that the definition 
of ‘health’ includes ‘psychological 
health’.

■  Express reference to a range of
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consultation obligations imposed on 
employers, including any proposed 
‘...changes that may affect the 
health or safety of employees of 
the employer ... to the conduct 
of the work performed at such a 
workplace’.
A range of new provisions about 
designated work groups and elected 
health and safety representatives, 
including a provision that a 
designated work group could extend 
to cover many employers.
A requirement for health and safety 
representatives to undergo employer- 
funded training and be updated 
annually with mandatory refresher 
courses.
New trade union right-of-entry powers 
in circumstance where the authorised 
official has ‘reasonable basis for 
suspecting there is a contravention of 
the Act’. The exercise of such powers 
would be confined to that area of 
the workplace, and there would be 
no power to ‘cause any work at the 
place to cease’ without the employer's 
agreement.
New internal and external review 
processes concerning a range of 
specified WorkSafe decision-making 
processes, including the issue of 
notices by inspectors.
Creation of a new offence of 
‘conduct endangering persons at a 
workplace’, apparently intended to 
reflect provisions that already exist 
within the Crimes Act, to create a 
‘high culpability offence applicable 
within workplaces’ punishable by 
maximum fines of $180,000 and 
jail terms of up to five years. The 
Act establishes a new offence for 
company officers in circumstances 
where a company is guilty of an 
offence and the officer failed to take 
reasonable care.

Unfair Dismissal And 
Redundancy Legislation
The Federal Minister for Employment and 
Workplace Relations, Kevin Andrews, has 
confirmed that the Federal Government 
will re-introduce legislation soon to 
exempt small business from federal 
unfair dismissal laws when taking on new 
employees and to preserve the small 
business exemption from redundancy 
pay.

Sunraysia Growers’ Forum
Dried grape growers are reminded that 
the next Sunraysia Growers’ Forum will 
be held on Friday 28 January, 2005, at 
the Settler’s Club, Mildura. The focus of 
the forum will be on the market outlook for

2005 (See article on page 19 for details 
of speakers.)

Water Supplies
River Murray Water reported that by 17 
November, 2004 storage in Dartmouth 
Reservoir had increased following recent 
rain and cooler temperatures to 47% of 
capacity and that Hume Reservoir had 
increased to 53% of capacity.

Draft Environmental 
Guidelines
The Parliamentary Secretary for 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
(DAFF), Senator Richard Colbeck, has 
welcomed the release of draft guidelines 
setting out a national approach 
to environmental management in 
horticulture.
The draft guidelines were released at an 
industry summit in Sydney on Tuesday, 
16 November, 2004.
The aim is to establish a national, 
industry-wide approach to instituting 
sound environmental and natural 
resource management in horticulture. 
The Horticulture For Tomorrow project will 
work with all sectors of the industry until 
the end of 2005 to test and fine tune the 
draft guidelines.

NFF Meeting at Mildura
The National Farmers Federation’s 
(NFF) Policy Council met in Mildura 
on Thursday, 18 November, 2004,

and several grower workshops were 
held during the afternoon session. 
These dealt with immigration issues 
relating to illegal workers and the regional 
migration scheme; issues relating 
to independent contractors including 
the launch of the Contractors Guide 
for Farmers, and the launch of the 
Farmsafe Australia farm machinery 
strategy and a new ‘Child Safety On 
Farms ‘ initiative.
NFF’s Policy Council dealt with a range of 
important policy matters, including:

Drought policy: The NFF has called 
for the Primary Industries Ministerial 
Council (PIMC) meeting to bed down 
a definitive direction for drought 
reform.
National transport system: The NFF 
called for farmers to be given a voice 
in deciding the future development 
of the national transport system. It 
welcomed the federal commitment to 
invest $12.45 billion to upgrade road 
and rail networks over five years, but 
argued that farmers needed to be 
directly involved to make sure new 
investments and regulatory changes 
helped make the farm sector more 
competitive. It also called for ‘a voice’ 
on the National Transport Advisory 
Council, which will advise Ministers 
on the development of the national 
transport system.

Hattah/Nowingi -  Proposed Industrial Waste Site
Growers and other interested parties are urged to monitor the activities of the 
“Save The Foodbowl Alliance” aimed at stopping the Victorian Government from 
establishing a toxic dump at Hattah/Nowingi, by using the Alliance’s web site 
www.notoxicdump.info

ADFA Shop Supervisor, Dinky Nichols, with the display protesting 
against the Hattah /  Nowingi toxic waste dump.
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ATGA state 
round-up
Queensland
Queensland’s position as one of the first 
states to kick off the Australian table grape 
season is one of their greatest assets.
The season begins in mid October in 
Charters Towers and Bowen. Further 
south, Emerald growers begin harvest 
in November, followed by Mundubbera in 
November/December and St George in 
December/January.
At this time there is not a lot of fruit on 
the market and growers can enjoy 
relatively good prices and strong retail 
demand in the lead up to Christmas. 
However, the temptation to put immature 
fruit on the market to capture the good 
prices is a problem that affects all 
growers.
This year immature table grapes that 
were not up to specifications found 
their way onto supermarket shelves. 
Consumers who purchased this sour 
tasting fruit early in the season were 
dissatisfied with their purchase and have 
turned to other fruits that have better 
eating quality. Mangoes and stone fruit 
are in ample supply this summer and are 
providing a lot of competition for table 
grapes for their share of the consumer 
stomach.
The problem of immature, sour fruit has 
become such a problem that about 30 
Queensland growers have formed a 
group to combat the problem. Known as 
Grape Connect, the group has a mandate 
to only pick good eating quality grapes. 
Voluntary levies were used to employ 
Anne Martin as the Industry Development 
Officer who compiled and now oversees 
the pilot program.
The pilot program began this season 
with Ms Martin visiting each of 
the production regions prior to the 
commencement of picking to talk about 
the program and what was expected from 
members.
Rather than target brix (sugar) levels, the 
group has focused on sugar to acid ratio 
as some early fruit may have low sugars, 
but because the acids are also low, 
the eating quality is good. A minimum 
standard of 22:1 has been set. Fruit 
that meet this and other size and quality 
parameters are labelled with the Grape 
Connect seal.
Random samples of fruit are collected

from the market and their sugar and 
acid levels tested as a cross check on 
quality and compliance with the mandate. 
If the fruit fails to reach the minimum 
standard the seal is covered with a black 
marker. In this way only good eating 
quality fruit will be labelled with the 
seal and the group can begin to build 
a reputation as suppliers of fruit that is 
sweet and juicy.
Some market agents have joined the 
group and are involved in the organisation 
of early and mid-season tours of 
the Brisbane market. The tours give 
growers an insight into how well their fruit 
travels and what competition they face 
from other table grape and summer fruit 
growers
Adding to the problems of immature 
fruit, Queensland growers have been 
further frustrated by rainfalls of 100- 
150 millimetres which slowed the 
development of sugars and delayed the

\

start of the season in St George. Emerald 
and Mundubbera were also affected by 
the rain, pushing back the season and 
causing some ring splits.
Average sized crops in Emerald and 
above average crops in Mundubbera 
and St George have meant that there is 
plenty of fruit on the market. While this is 
good news for consumers, it often means 
lower returns for growers. The late rain 
has exacerbated the problem, pushing 
the Queensland season back into the 
start of the southern states season 
and increasing the amount of fruit on 
the market in the Christmas/New Year 
period.
Endeavours such as the Grape Connect 
program that directly address quality 
problems and target supplies to consumer 
demands will help to overcome the 
difficulties experienced this season and 
improve the outlook for all Queensland 
table grape growers.
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In 1965 a young engineer at Nobili, one of Europe's leading agricultural manufacturers, designed and built the world's first mulcher.

Today, the engineer of this first revolutionary machine, Mr Mario Rossi, is one of the owners, the chairman and the chief designer at Nobili. As a result 
of Mr Rossi's continued commitment to quality and innovation, the Nobili range of mulchers are renowned worldwide for their strength, durability and 
dependability, a fact proven by their international success.

For your vineyard mulching requirements, your first choice should be the Nobili RM Series II mulcher. A robust multi-purpose 
machine, the RM Series II is suitable for vine prunings, pasture, roadside maintenance of grass & small bushes, orchard 
prunings and broadacre stubble. Available in cutting widths of 1170, 1536, 1808 and 2076mm, 
the RM Series II mulcher also includes a gearbox with an over-run clutch for drive 
line protection, and a rotor featuring eight rows of blades in spiral formation for 
easier driving. It also comes with internal long life rotor bearing on the 
right-hand-side, a hinged rear door for easy access and maintenance, plus 
a wide variety of blades to choose from. Options available for the 
RM Series II includes rollers, wheels, directional vanes with paddle blades, 
wear plates and heavy duty skids.

Nobili -  We built the first, we build them to last

For m ore in fo rm ation  
an d  advice contact:

Distributed by Silvan has a national network of over 240 machinery dealers 
For details of your nearest dealer visit www.silvanagcess.com 
Freecall 1800 338  0 2 7  or call VIC (03) 9 8 8 7  2788  
QLD (07) 3 3 4 5  9 5 0 0  W A  (08) 9 2 7 9  0 8 0 0  
Silvan Australia Pty. Ltd. ABN 48 099 851 1441

David Rudolph
Product Manager

Call 0425 748 945

http://www.silvanagcess.com


Working well: Growers participating in pilot training program have been setting bench marks for management practices

The ADFA pilot grower training program's 
sixth workshop in December also 
incorporated a mid-year review.
Participants took stock of the season, 
reflected on progress so far and planned 
for the coming months of harvest, drying 
and next year’s activities. It was also an 
opportunity to discuss any improvements 
to the content and delivery of the course 
for next year (2005/06).
The advanced training and skills program 
is based on a 12-month seasonal cycle 
with 10 workshops, providing a forum for 
discussion and debate on such issues 
as:

Best practice in producing dried 
grapes. This covered nutrition 
practices, pest and disease control, 
and irrigation management.

B  The need to consistently maximise 
yields by avoiding low quality fruit and 
penalties for contamination.
Research projects and information 
to help growers improve crop 
management, including chemical 
crown bunch removal and rootstock 
effects.
Introduction of new technology and 
infrastructure, such as soil moisture 
monitoring equipment, and trellis 
drying and irrigation systems.
Environmental impacts of growing 
horticultural crops, in particular

problems with soil and water 
contamination.
Better managing enterprises, 
including planning, budgeting, 
dealing with banks and processors, 
expanding or upgrading a vineyard, 
managing risk and dealing with the 
myriad of compliance issues.
The impacts of higher production 
costs and investing in higher level 
technology.
Benchmarking performance against 
that of other growers.

The review covered the first five 
workshops, most of the above issues and 
including a workshop on vine physiology.
At this stage of the season the vine 
canopies are slowing and the leaf area 
has been determined. Crop levels also 
have been set in the vines.
What you see in December is what 
you’ve got, the canopy and the crop, and 
the number of management tools you 
have left is starting to dwindle fast. 
From now until harvest the focus will be 
mainly on irrigation management and 
reducing the risk of crop loss (yield and 
quality) from bad weather, pests and 
disease.
Those growers unhappy with what they 
see in their vineyard need to give thought 
to how they can improve the situation 
next season.

The review workshop highlighted the 
importance of record keeping in a 
business, because if improvements are 
to be made in a vineyard, the problem (or 
problems) must first be identified.
For example, if there is a smaller than 
desirable canopy, then decide how to 
rectify it next year. A petiole test may 
be needed at flowering to determine if 
there are any nutrition problems with 
the vine; for example, low phosphorous, 
zinc or manganese. A re-think may be 
needed about what types of nitrogenous 
fertilisers should be used next year or the 
timing of their application.
Once you have good record keeping 
habits and systems, then benchmarking 
becomes a lot easier, because it is about 
collecting data and comparing it with that 
of other businesses or with historic data 
in your own business.
The participants in the 2004/05 pilot 
group have each selected a patch of 
grapes to benchmark with others in the 
group. As the season progresses, they 
have been entering data on irrigation, 
fertiliser inputs, pest, disease and weed 
control and any other activities or costs 
incurred.
The mid-year workshop was also a good 
opportunity for the group to review their 
recording systems for this in-house 
benchmarking.



Sunraysia Growers’ Forum
FRIDAY 28 JANUARY, 2005 

1.30PM at MILDURA SETTLERS
PROGRAM

1.30pm
1.35pm

1.50pm

2.05pm

2.20pm

2.45pm

3.15pm

4.00pm
4.30pm

Welcome - Forum Chairman, Eddie Lloyd
ADFA and Dried Grape Industry Overview 
Peter Jones, Chairman, ADFA
Industry Partnerships Program Funded Projects
a) Overview by Phil Chidgzey, General Manager, ADFA
b) Project Updates by Garth Swinburn, Scholefield Robinson Mildura
• Advanced Grower Training and Skills Pilot Program
• Dried Grape Industry Benchmarking Project 
Horticulture Australia Ltd (HAL) Update
a) Marketing and R&D Reports by Barrie MacMillan, Chairman, Dried Fruits Research and Dried Grape 

Marketing Industry Advisory Committees
b) Research Project Updates
• Superwetters To Improve Drying Emulsion Application And Product Quality. -  Allison MacGregor, DPI, Vic
• Vineyard Practices To Control Mould By-Products In Dried Grapes -  Bob Emmett, DPI, Vic 

-  3.15pm - Afternoon Tea
2005 MARKET OUTLOOK 
Sunbeam Foods Report
• Industry Marketing Overview and Sunbeam Foods Business Update -  by Stephen Gorman, Managing Director
• 2005 Crop Forecast, Pricing Outlook and Receival Operations -  by Chris Ellis, General Manager Domestic Fruit Supply
• Retail Vine Fruit Sales and Marketing/Promotions -  by Andrew Mitchell, National Sales and Marketing Manager
• Manufacturing Improvements Towards A Cleaner Product -  by Mike Maynard, Manufacturing Manager 
Question and Answer Session - All Speakers
CLOSE

The bar will be available (at own cost) at the conclusion of the forum.
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(02) 4587 9588
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f Executive report

Making headway in the new season
As indicated late 
last year the 
m a r k e t i n g  
c i r c u m s ta n c e s  
facing the industry 
for the 2004/05 
season have 

brought many challenges. The industry 
must show commitment and patience 
and need to ensure no opportunities are 
lost or quality compromised by supplying 
immature or out of specification product 
to buyers and consumers both for local 
and export markets.

Quality
Much of the early season fruit has not 
met consumer expectation in maturity 
and sweetness. This has created 
some resistance to repeat buying post 
Christmas.
In the week prior to Christmas a 
Robinvale grower left this sarcastic 
telephone message for me: “I’m in 
Melbourne at moment and I am very 
proud as a grower to see all these sour 
grapes on the shelves in these Coles 
stores and independents and I would like 
to know what you are doing about i t .“
In previous issues of The Vine and on 
numerous occasions at various forums 
Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) President Brian Woodford, 
Executive Members and I have made 
requests that growers ensure brix:acid 
ratios and maturity are at a level that is 
acceptable to our consumers. The ATGA 
does not grow or market the grapes. The 
responsibility lies with industry to ensure 
that fruit is sweet when presented to the 
consumer.
Western Australia has implemented 
a compulsory code of practice while 
Queensland has introduced a voluntary 
code of practice to tackle the problem 
of sour fruit. The ATGA is working with 
NSW, Victorian and South Australian 
government departments to establish 
the necessary legislation to enable 
the implementation and policing of a 
compulsory code of practice based on 
the Codex Alimentarius International 
Standard for Table Grapes. The re- 
introduction of legislation is a long 
process and we are optimistic that the 
national code will be in place for next 
season.
The onus is on growers to use common 
sense and show restraint to ensure best 
returns and not opportunistic spot selling 
that has mixed implications for all of 
industry.
Random sampling and testing of table 
grapes is continuing throughout the 
season to measure brix and acid levels

to provide data for the industry to use in 
developing their code of practice. Growers 
of sour fruit will be identified and closely 
monitored once the national compulsory 
code is in place.

Exports
As this issue was prepared in late 
December it is very difficult to predict the 
marketing circumstances for February 
March, however, John Baker’s article 
(page 22) provides industry and exporters’ 
insights into the coming season.

Market Access
The ATGA continues its rigorous 
campaign to expedite formal market 
access into China. During December 
David Eagling of Victorian Department 
of Primary Industries (DPI) was invited 
by the Robinvale Young Table Grape 
Growers’ Group to present an information 
night in Mildura. He presented a report on 
the industry-funded project dealing with 
market access to China, Japan and South 
Korea. The project, which is developing 
Technical Market Access Submissions 
to expedite access negotiations by 
Biosecurity Australia, is running over two 
years in partnership with the DPI Victoria 
and ATGA.
Dr Eagling provided details to over 40 
participants on the access process and 
information on the market for table grapes 
in China.
He also advised the audience that the 
project was on track, with detailed pest 
and disease lists for table grapes having 
been developed and sent to Biosecurity 
Australia for lodgement with China. The 
next step is for China to undertake a Pest 
Risk Analysis on the material provided.

Imports
With the restructure of Biosecurity 
Australia as a prescribed agency, the 
Import Risk Analysis for Table Grapes 
from Chile, which was in its final stage 
pre-election last year, has now been re
introduced at Step 1 of the Import Risk 
Assessment (IRA) process. The draft 
IRA is expected to be issued for public 
consultation during March 2005.
Chile is not pleased with the delays as an 
outcome of the restructure of Biosecurity 
Australia and there has been some 
indication that a challenge through the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) could 
be initiated.
The ATGA can only work within 
government process and will analyse 
the draft IRA to ensure that any risk of 
the introduction of exotic pest or disease 
is subject to adequate management 
protocols to guarantee the sustainability 
of the Australian table grape industry.

The ATGA will be calling on industry for 
input in the review of the draft IRA when it 
becomes available.

Promotions
The ATGA has been working closely with 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) to develop a 
five-year promotional program to address 
the opportunities identified in the market 
research and sensory study projects 
funded by industry over the past two 
years.
Extensive qualitative research in 2003 
confirmed table grapes are a highly 
desired snack fruit that is best consumed 
at home and are purchased by over 85% 
of consumers during summer. In brief, 
consumers look forward to this ‘great 
snack’ that ‘kids love’ to come into season 
in the summer months. The industry 
promotion programs to date have focused 
on alerting consumers to the season and 
increasing total domestic consumption 
through raising the average consumption 
age to an older demographic.
The 2004/05 domestic marketing program 
has the following aims:
■  To help increase consumer demand 

for table grapes through consumer 
education and general awareness 
raising.

■  To help maintain and stabilise grower 
returns throughout the season

The campaign is being launched so that 
is addresses the high volume periods of 
February and March, targeting young 
mothers and children. The campaign 
will also have a high visual impact with 
outdoor advertising and magazine and 
newspaper advertorials to reach a wide 
target market around Australia, including 
country areas. Point of sale material will 
carry the message right through to the 
consumer at point of purchase.

Levies
Industry is reminded that the national 
levy is to be collected at the first point 
of sale and representation to growers 
by purchasers seeking clarification as 
to whether they should collect or not 
is illegal. Growers may choose to pay 
their levy by arrangement with the Levy 
Revenue Service (LRS), but on all other 
occasions the onus is on the purchaser 
to collect and remit the levy as per the 
regulations.
A national audit by the LRS is now 
underway.
The national levy was voted into place by 
the majority of Australian growers as an 
investment for our industry’s future.
David Hunt-Sharman 
ATGA Chief Executive
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Premium protection of harvested table 
grapes is critical. Fresca dual release sulphur 
pads remain one of the world's most trusted 
brands. Dual release activity provides high initial 
release followed by low continuous release of 
S02 for premium disease control.

www.nufarm.com.au
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Good crop, tough markets ™ B«EB 
forecast for Australian grapes

I

The ongoing closure of the Chinese 
market continues to reverberate through 
the Australian table grape industry. The 
Australian industry is seeking to increase 
its market share in traditional Asian 
markets, expand sales to Europe and 
build an increased presence in Canada 
and the Unites States (US) if quarantine 
regimes can be reviewed.
The moves have been forced in large part 
by the closure of access to the Chinese 
market, according to David Hunt-Sharman, 
Chief Executive of the Australian Table 
Grape Association (ATGA).
Exports to Hong Kong will be seriously 
impacted by China’s new re-export 
phytosanitary measures that came into 
effect on 1 November, 2004. Hong Kong 
traditionally ranks as the industry’s top 
market, absorbing up to half of total 
exports. But the majority of the fruit sent 
to Hong Kong has been re-exported to 
China and the new laws could stymie 
this trade.
The industry, in conjunction with 
Biosecurity Australia, is working to 
expedite formal access protocols for 
China, Japan and Korea to develop new 
market opportunities, Mr Hunt-Sharman 
noted.
Brett Pickering of BestFresh Produce said 
that with up to 40% of exports normally 
consumed in the Hong Kong region, the 
border closure is having a negative effect 
on the table grape trade in general. “It will 
place additional pressure on Australia’s 
other Asian markets and the domestic 

market,” he forecast.
Tim Nethersole of V19 

agreed, saying that 
there would be intense

competition in other Asian markets, 
particularly on sales of green varieties. 
The rising value of the Australian dollar 
is also hurting exporters in US dollar 
markets. Between August and early 
December, the dollar had appreciated by 
more than 10%, reaching $A1.27 to the 
greenback in early December.
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Thailand and Taiwan will remain the core 
Asian markets for most exporters.
Australia’s competitive strengths in Asia 
include the flavour of its fruit, shorter 
shipping times and later production 
than most other Southern Hemisphere 
suppliers, according to Mr Nethersole.
However, other Southern Hemisphere 
suppliers have a significant cost 
advantage. In addition, South Africa is 
shipping good quality product later in 
the season, encroaching on the period 
when Australia traditionally supplies the 
majority of its fruit.
As a result, Australian growers need 
to concentrate on producing a unique 
product within any one variety, which 
means larger sized fruit, Mr Nethersole 
said.
Some growers and shippers are showing 
increased interest in the United Kingdom 
and European markets.
Robert Nugan, Managing Director 
of Fresh Produce Group, said that 
Thompson Seedless will continue to go to 
Europe, but this can only happen in years 
when the quality is high, which requires 
dry growing conditions.
Weather can be managed to some extent 
through the use of rain covers, but there 
are few means of controlling heat, which 
can affect the Sunraysia growing region, 
according to Ken Davis of grower-packer- 
exporter Nangiloc Colignan Farms.
Although Europe represents a good 
alternative market in theory, there are a 

number of hurdles facing Australian 
suppliers, in addition to uncertain 
weather conditions.
A key factor is the need to 
secure the assured critical 
mass to supply major 
European customers. In 

this respect, Australia is at a 
disadvantage against both 
Chile and South Africa, which 
have a proven track record.
Australia’s variable supply

Exporters could 
face tough 

export markets 
this season, 
even though 

the crop is 
of a high 
standard
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record has also raised questions among 
buyers over its commitment and ability to 
deliver, exporters noted.
Other challenges include limited 
availability of refrigerated containers 
and increasing freight rates, and the 
Australian dollar’s strength versus the 
euro and pound.
In addition, a significant number of 
Australian table grape growers may not 
be EurepGap accredited, a factor that 
can limit potential market outlets for some 
Australian suppliers.
Exporters believe there are reasonable 
prospects in other markets. Neil Barker, 
Managing Director of BGP International, 
noted that efforts in the Middle East, 
India and Bangladesh were paying off, 
and that these markets are showing good 
potential.
Growers and exporters reported a good 
start to the season in the major growing 
area of the Sunraysia. Fruit set and quality 
is reported to be good for all varieties,

bunch pruning has been undertaken and 
quality is looking excellent, they noted. 
According to Mr Hunt-Sharman, the 
industry is forecasting a year of average to 
above-average production for the coming 
season, although these predictions were 
based on observations in late November.
Berry shatter has been good, enabling 
the fruit to develop to its full size potential, 
Mr Pickering observed.
Charlie Costa of the Grape House 
remarked that production appeared to be 
7-10 days ahead of normal.
Harvesting of the Menindee Seedless 
crop was forecast to commence in the first 
week of January. Production of Thompson 
Seedless and Flame Seedless volumes 
is expected to hit large volumes from mid- 
February, followed by Crimson Seedless, 
Red Globe and Golden Globe.
Australian table grape suppliers are 
currently in survival mode, according to 
Mr Nugan. In order to compete long-term 
in Asia, they need to hope for exchange

rate relief and introduce more efficient 
farming practices, new technologies 
and new varieties to compete with other 
Southern Hemisphere suppliers.
Mr Hunt-Sharman said that the industry 
also has to gain a better understanding 
of international and domestic market 
requirements.
One likely change this year will be that 
growers aggressively market their fruit 
from the start of the season rather than 
holding it back in the hope of achieving 
better prices, Mr Barker suggested.
And all eyes remain on the Chinese 
market. Exporters believe it can provide 
the safety valve for all suppliers, including 
Australia, and help to stabilise prices at 
viable levels in other markets.
John Baker, Chief Executive of Produce 
Marketing Australia, compiled this article 
with the help of Australian table grape 
growers and exporters. The article is 
courtesy of Asiafruit and appears in their 
January/February edition.

“Serving the table grape 
industry with quality 

export polystyrene boxes’’

A ndPak A u stra lia
Koorlong Ave Irymple Vic 3498

Ph: 03 5024 5819
Fax: 03 5024  6334  Email: gavins@ andpak.net

mailto:gavins@andpak.net


Horticulture Australia update ADFA

Know-how for Horticulture1

The Annual Riverlink 
Industry Research

RIVERLINK
Linking Horticultural Centres
in Sunraysia - Riverland

Reporting And Priority Setting Days

I

The dried grape industry conducted its 
2004 Riverlink research reporting and 
priority setting day on 6 October, 2004 
attended by 39 participants from industry 
and Riverlink research agencies.
The table grape industry held its Riverlink 
session as part of the Viticulture 04 
-  Growing Our Future Conference on 
29 October, 2004 was well attended by 
producers and researchers.
Peter Clingeleffer presented the results of 
his research work to the forum.
These forums provide industry with an 
opportunity to be briefed on their R&D 
programs and it enables levy payers 
to bring forward concerns they wish to 
have addressed. It is quite often the 
case that research has already been 
completed in an area of concern to a 
grower and the researchers are able to 
provide information on the query. In other 
instances the concern is documented 
and prioritised by participants at the 
forum and a strategy to address the issue 
developed. The information gathered at

the forums is also used in the regular 
assessments of the industry strategic 
plan that guide the investment in research 
projects.
If suggested research issues are a 
priority of industry and the Riverlink 
agencies believe they have the resources 
to address the area then the researchers 
work with industry contacts to develop 
project submissions to Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) for consideration by the 
Industry Advisory Committees (IAC) that 
endorse projects for funding.
The projects will be reviewed by HALs 
professional services staff to ensure the 
scientific merit of the proposal and to 
identify savings or synergies by linking 
with other appropriate research.
The top priority issues identified at the 
dried grape forum were:

Post flowering fruit drop in 
Sunmuscat.
Crown bunch removal / management 
in mechanised production systems.

Prevention of contamination 
of deliveries with matter other 
than grapes and its removal pre
processing to improve processed fruit 
quality.
Determining realistic water use for 
dried grape production.
Objective fruit classification, 
contaminant identification and grower 
advice at receival and following 
processing.

Sunmuscats have high average yields 
and large crops when the set is good 
such as in this bunch but heavy shatter in 
some years is a major issue.
Other dried grape issues identified as 
being of concern were:

The impact of climate change on 
production and product quality.
The suitability of native grasses and 
native prostrate perennials as in row 
ground covers.
Determining a mechanised 
production system for Gordos.
Controlling damage to sultanas in 
rain affected seasons.
Controlling soil microbiology for faster 
establishment of young vines (the 
role of Brady Rhizobium bacterium)

Use of growth retardants to control 
shoot growth and improve fruit set on 
grafted sultana.
Implementation of alternative 
fumigants to facilitate the phase out 
of methyl bromide in 2005. 
Accelerating the drying time of Carina 
currants on mechanised production 
systems.
Develop industry strategies to 
enhance health promoting benefits 
of dried grapes to assist marketing at 
value added returns.
Determine factors affecting Sultana 
maturity.
Even out sultana yields from year to 
year.
Develop a strategy to address the 
environmental issues to be faced.

Merryl Whyte of Riverlink was the 
Facilitator at both the dried and table 
grape forums.
The table grape forum discussed the
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following issues:
National Industry Development Officer to 
extend research information.

■  Establishing and communicating realistic 
water use for table grapes.
CPPU trials on a commercial level.
Verification of the best practices for 
Crimson seedless and Red Globe in 
Western Australia in other production 
centres.
Increasing the speed of release of new 
varieties.

■  Establishing the health promotion 
benefits of table grapes.
Optimising the nutrition program for table 
grape vines.
Developing an effective training program 
for industry participants that is nationally 
recognised.

■  Suitability of variety and rootstock 
combinations for soil types.

■  Developing information on ‘best’ 
chemicals and their efficacy.
Reducing production costs through 
mechanisation.

:

PhD student sought for
grape study

The aim is to identify aspects of berry development affected by modern grape production 
practices that may be contributing to the problem of berry collapse in the industry, particularly the 
use of gibberellic acid (GA) in a warm climate.

The table grape research team at CSIRO Plant Industry, in Merbein, Victoria, is seeking a PhD 
student to investigate the physiological effects of modern table grape production technologies 
on grape berry development.

This problem has adversely affected the Australian table grape industry in recent seasons. One objective is to identify research areas 
that would lead to control measures and a lower incidence of berry collapse in susceptible table grapes.
The successful student will be a member of the Riverlink Postgraduate Research Network, joining a group of eight postgraduate 
students in the Sunraysia region now working on other research for Australian horticultural industries.
An honours degree or the equivalent in science, agriculture or a related field is required, and the successful applicant must be eligible 
for PhD enrolment at LaTrobe University. Applicants must also be Australian citizens or have permanent residence status.
An annual stipend of $25,000 will be provided with a proposed commencement date on 1 July, 2005. Financial support to cover 
expenses such as travel, relocation and thesis costs is also available.
The work would cover three years, subject to satisfactory progress. Funding will be arranged by Horticulture Australia (HAL) using 
the national table grape levy and matching federal funds.
The closing date for applications is 28 February, 2005.
Additional details are available at www.sardi.sa.gov.au/riverlink/riverlink.htm in the ‘Riverlink.PRN’ section.
Contact: Dr Michael Treeby
Tel: (03) 5051 3145
Email: michael. treeby @ csiro.au

http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/riverlink/riverlink.htm


High-tech cuts grower drudgery

Mark and Ruger (dog) with one of the fertigation outlets.

After 25 years as ‘blockies’ at Pomona, 
near Wentworth, on the NSW-Victorian 
border, Mark and Bronwyn King feel they 
have streamlined their operation to the 
point where they can look forward to a 
‘more comfortable’ 25 years of growing 
dried grapes.
They believe implementing the latest 
technology has taken much of the 
drudgery and guesswork out of their 
operation.
As third generation dried fruit growers, 
the Kings have been quick to take up 
innovations and believe the switch from 
furrow to computerised drip irrigation and 
fertigation and a rethink of their intensive 
spraying programs have greatly improved 
their operation.
Add to this the change from rack drying, 
to on-the-vine drying and the purchase of 
their own harvester, and Mr King feels he 
has a streamlined operation which has 
allowed him to enjoy other pursuits off 
the farm.
"When we had the furrow irrigation I’d 
spend nearly every day walking around 
in water with a shovel, fixing drains and 
checking the vines. These days I turn 
the computer on and soil sensors tell me 
the moisture take-up by the vines and 
indicates if they need more water," he 
said. "However, I still have to check the 
vines for peace of mind.”
The Kings started in the industry on their 
37 acre (15ha) home block, then last 
year purchased 247 acres (100ha) of 
undeveloped country across the road.
At this stage, they only plan to plant 25 
acres (10ha) of the new country to vines 
and leave the rest as natural bushland 
says Mr King, who is also Chairman 
of the Lower Murray Catchment 
Management Authority (CMA) and serves 
on Wentworth Shire Council.
Currently, they grow mostly sultanas 
with 15 acres (six hectares) planted to 
wine grapes -  Shiraz and Gordo -  and 
an area was this year planted to Carina 
currants -  to spread risk.
"I was a bit slow on the uptake with the 
wine grapes, as I only put them in five 
years ago and missed the real boom,” Mr 
King said. The wine grapes have yielded 
around 8 tonnes (t) to the acre and usually 
are sold under contract to a local winery.
"But I like growing dried fruit and, even 
though this year may be a bit tough 
with the Aussie dollar up and a bit of an 
oversupply due to imported fruit, I think 
it will be all right,” said Mr King, who has 
always sold his fruit to Sunbeam.
The introduction of a pressurised water

system to Pomona gave the Kings the 
incentive to change the way they run their 
operation.
Taking advantage of government 
incentives, they installed a drip irrigation 
system complete with computerised 
monitoring, EnviroScan moisture 
measurement and fertigation facilities.
"With furrow irrigation we used around 110 
megalitres of water annually on 37 acres 
(15ha). Today its 50ML,” Mr King said.
"Due to the incentives and the 
pressurised supply system, most of the 
500ha of irrigation country at Pomona is 
now irrigated with a modern system and 
the water savings are huge.”
With their block only 18 kilometres 
up the Darling River from Wentworth 
and in the back-up of the Wentworth 
lock, water shortages rarely occur in the 
Pomona district.

"Before the pressurised system was 
bought in, we were on a roster system, 
and when it was your turn to water you 
had to be there to do it. In reality, with 
the way the place is set up now, I could 
run 100 acres but instead I choose to do 
other things as well, such as being on the 
CMA and the council,” Mr King said.
"It’s much less labour intensive and the 
blockies’ lifestyle is pretty good, and that’s 
why we plan to be able to stay here at 
least another 25 years.”
The introduction of summer pruning and 
drying on the vine had also eased the 
work burden.
"We used to have 20 pickers and it was 
always stressful (waiting to see) whether 
they’d turn up or if there were problems 
with the accommodation,” Mr King said. 
“When my parents had their block they 
used to have two couples, that’s four
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people picking, and they’d do 400 to 500 
buckets a day; I’d be lucky to get 2000 out 
of 20 pickers.”
Nowadays he employs casual staff for 
summer pruning, working around six 
hours a day, which then allows Mr King a 
few hours to spray.
"When you get going, one person can do 
an acre a day, and that means within a 
week we’ve usually got the cutting done.”
Mr King harvests in late February to 
early March using a recently purchased 
UR Grape Harvester, which was made in 
Mildura.
"We used to get contractors in and they 
did a good job, but I thought I’d rather 
invest that money into a machine I can 
use myself, and then I’m in control of 
when I harvest.”
For fertilising, Mr King relies on leaf 
analysis tests and records of nutrients 
added the previous year to decide 
application rates.
"The great thing about adding nutrients 
through the water is you really target the 
root zone.”
He generally applies nitrogen, 
phosphorus, potassium and zinc (to help 
flowering) and will use magnesium when 
this is needed.
"The other benefit of the drip irrigation is 
less moisture around the bunches and 
therefore less fungus and disease. I used 
to spray every fortnight and it was mainly

preventative stuff. When we 
had furrows, we had to (spray) 
because we couldn’t get on 
the ground for 10 days; now 
with drip we are able to spray 
whenever we see the need.
"I’ve just done my fourth 
spray for the year and I keep 
an eye on the weather; if it’s 
been particularly humid or 
cloudy, you know you should 
do something, but there’s no 
point spraying for the sake of 
spraying.”
Mr King sees the industry 
as resilient, particularly in light 
of the sound environmental 
practices many growers have 
taken up, but worries about 
the impact of imports and the 
rising Australian dollar.
"There should be a high tariff 
on imported fruit so that the 
differentials in price between 
Australia product and the 
imported are minimal, for 
I’m sure everyone would buy 
Australian dried fruit if that was 
the case,” he said.
"By the time you put in the 
extra work to produce premium 
grapes, at the moment the 
premium diminishes in the 
extra costs it takes to get that 
premium.”

Technology adopter: The fertigation system 
installed on the Kings property has helped 
target water and nutrients to the root zone 

and has also reduced fungal problems.

A less labour intensive block allows 
the Kings to maintain a good lifestyle and 

continue to do a job they enjoy!
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Marketing
Sunbeam Foods has just concluded 
their biggest media investment for 
the Christmas Baking period ever. 
The highlight of the campaign was a 
partnership with Super Food Ideas 
(Australia's Number 1 food magazine) 
that saw four weeks of peak TV coverage 
across Australia, communicating that It's 
Time to Bake for Christmas. Coupled 
with the TV was a national 
women’s magazine 
campaign full of 
d e l i c i o u s  r e c i p e s  
ensuring that vine 
fruits are in every 
home this Christmas. A 
national PR campaign 
also achieved several 
vine fruit recipes 
across the independent 
newspaper
Back to School activity will 
be strong again this year 
with SONY PlayStation 
giveaways and major in-store 
activity aimed at reaching mothers with 
kids - ensuring that healthy eating habits 
with sultanas are formed at this key 
decision period.
Sunbeam has also invested in new 
state of the art packaging machinery. 
This machinery will be delivering 
enhanced packaging to improve on-shelf 
presentation early in the new year.

New Appointment
Sunbeam welcomes the appointment 
of Andrew Mitchell to the position of 
National Sales and Marketing Manager, a 
position held by Geoff Sheppard until his 
retirement in October, 2004. Mr Sheppard 
was a part of the Sunbeam team for 
14 years and we wish him well in his 
retirement. Mr Mitchell has considerable 
experience in the marketing of Australian 
grown food products and previously held 
the position of General Manager, Sales 
and Marketing with Golden Circle.

Season 2005 Outlook
It is anticipated that Sunbeam will be 
releasing seasonal pricing indications in 
late January.
The many factors that influence pricing 
include the size and quality of the 
domestic crop, the size and quality of

the international crop, the value and 
quantity of domestic and export sales 
and the foreign exchange rate. To date 
the major influencing factors of global 
production, which is down on previous 
years, and the Australian dollar, which is 
slightly lower than in early 2004, reflect 
generally favourable conditions. Working 
against these factors is the reduced 
price for Turkish new season crop, which

IS O N b e a m
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is currently selling for 20% less than the 
2003 crop. Further information will be 
presented by Sunbeam at the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) January 
Grower Forum. Details will be released in 
the press.
Sunbeam has made presentations at all 
the ADFA meetings this year and along 
with our Field Officer communications. 
Our aim is to keep our supply base up to 
date with current marketing information.

Dried Grape Approved 
Supplier Program
Over the last four years the dried grape 
industry has implemented the ‘Dried 
Grape Approved Supplier Program’ to 
cover our customer’s needs for a quality 
assured product. Growers are reminded 
that the four elements of the program 
(training, Chemical Users Course, 
property audit and spray diary) need 
to be completed before the 2005 crop. 
Reduced fruit payments will apply to 
growers who haven’t covered these four 
elements. Please contact your Field 
Officer to confirm your status.

Harvest Advances
Sunbeam Foods will be offering Harvest 
Advances again in 2005. This facility 
is available to growers to help with the

growers

expenses associated with harvesting 
their crop.
Please contact your Field Officer or our 
office on (03) 5024 7077 for details.

Seasonal Pricing and 
Payment Schedule
Sunbeam will be offering both a ‘low 
option’ and a ‘cash option’ for the 2005 
season purchases. This allows growers 

to balance their cash flow needs 
with a combination of 
high payments early in 
the season and monthly 
payments through to the 
next year.

Grower Contracts
Since the purchase of 
Angas Park by Sunbeam 
Foods, there have been 
a number of enquiries 
as to the status and 
security of the Angas 
Park contracts. Sunbeam 
would like to assure 

that these contracts were 
transmitted as part of the Sale Of 
Business Agreement and that they 
are integral to Sunbeam’s ongoing 
marketing requirements. The contractual 
obligation continues and both the grower 
and Sunbeam must honour these 
contracts.

Seasons Greetings
The management and staff of Sunbeam 
Foods hope all our suppliers had a 
safe and happy Christmas and enjoy a 
prosperous New Year. We look forward to 
another good crop of high quality fruit to 
back up the 2004 result.

Supply Division
Chris Ellis -  General Manager, Domestic 
Fruit Supply - (03) 5024 7077, 0419 896 970 
David Swain -  Supply & Receivals 
Manager-(03) 5024 7077, 0407834 044

Field Officers
Alan L is ter- Merbein, 0409 437 801 
Bernie Murphy, Irymple 0418 502 828
Bob Jaensch, South Australia,
0427 337 619
Lance Horsfall, Red Cliffs/Robinvale, 
0409 026 001
Peter Thompson, Coomealla/Nyah 
0429 960 234
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Branch news

Mildura: More gadgets, please

Technology that we take for granted these 
days have come from the grower ‘gadget’ 
days that started in the 1950’s. There is 
room for more innovation in the industry 
and growers are encouraged to share 

their ideas to keep abreast of technology.

The next Mildura Horticultural Field 
Days will be held at the campus of the 
Sunraysia College of TAFE in Benetook 
Avenue, Mildura, on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, 24-25 May, 2005.
The field days are the highlight each year 
for the committee of the Mildura and District 
Dried Fruits Association Inc (MDDFA), the 
Mildura branch of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association (ADFA).
The event began in the early 1950s on 
a site adjacent to the Irymple Football 
Ground as an annual ‘Gadget Day’, so 
inventive fruit-growers could exhibit their 
innovations to fellow growers. A number 
of these innovations have, over the years, 
been taken up by manufacturers and

are now part of the equipment on most 
properties.
Others are no longer used because of 
changing work regimes, but with this 
comes the need for yet more innovation. 
For this reason, every field day has its 
“Gadget Ally” for the display of the 
continuing stream of such ideas.
A decade ago the MDDFA was 
bequeathed $2000 by the late W. 
Birks Hawson, to which the committee 
added $2000, and the interest from this 
investment pays for awards for the best 
gadgets or concepts put forward each 
year.
Although ‘Gadget Ally’ has shrunk 
considerably over the last few years, there

are still many growers in (and outside) the 
district who are highly innovative and who 
have put that innovation into practice.
The committee hopes these growers will 
see fit to share their ideas at the 2005 
field days. It is not only finished gadgets 
we would like to have exhibited, but 
concepts for new ways of cultivating (or 
non or minimal cultivating), irrigating, or 
drying and delivery of our products.
That is the challenge to growers. We 
want your gadgets (or ideas) for the next 
‘Gadget Ally’.
Contact: John Hawtin, Industry 
Development Officer,
Tel: (03) 5023 5174 
Email: jhawtin@adfa.asn.au

Red Cliffs: Election results in
A disappointing attendance of growers, apart from committee members, marked the Red Cliffs branch annual general meeting held 
at the Red Cliffs Club on Monday 29 November, 2004.
The meeting received the usual Chairman’s report, finance report and board of management report with the main presentation from 
Sunbeam Foods' Steve Gorman and David Swain. They addressed the present industry situation, including issues that may affect 
the setting of next season’s prices.
Half the committee were up for re-election and with previous vacancies to be filled there was the chance to have new faces on the 
committee.

The new committee met on Thursday 9 December, 2004, and the following office bearers were elected: Chairman, Lex French; 
Deputy Chairman, Michael Dubois; Secretary, Kaye Grivec; Treasurer, John Hunt; Water committee, John Hunt; Events co-ordinator, 
Allan Long; Committee members, Jenny Treeby, Don Reed, Chris Tassone, Jamie Beaty.
The branch's two representatives on the Australian Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) Board of Management, Ms Treeby and Mr Long, 
say they are looking forward to the challenge next year of increasing the ADFA membership base.
Finally, the Red Cliffs branch hopes all growers had Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and that we all have a successful 
harvest.
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Control of cane dieback of 
Dawn Seedless table grapes
Dawn Seedless is the only early fruiting white table grape 
variety that is suited to the Carnarvon district. This variety 
has been grown in the Gascoyne region (approximately 900 
kilometres north of Perth, Western Australia) since 1995. 
Table grapes from Carnarvon had a gross value of $8 million 
in 2002/03 of which 12% was from Dawn Seedless. This 
component is predicted to increase by 10% per annum if a 
major problem known as cane dieback can be solved.
During the 1997/98 growing season, serious problems of vine 
decline were first noticed in two vineyards in the Carnarvon 
district. Symptoms consisted of progressive death of shoots, 
canes and spurs.
In subsequent seasons, the disorder appeared on most crops 
in the district. Several seasons after the symptoms were first 
observed in a vineyard, the disorder had progressed to death 
of up to 95% of affected vines.
By 2000 it became evident that this disorder was the main 
factor limiting production of Dawn Seedless table grapes 
in the Carnarvon district. Peter Wood, a plant pathologist 
with the Department of Agriculture, Western Australia led 
a Horticulture Australia project (FR02040) to identify the 
disorder and to develop and implement effective control 
measures.
At the time of commencement of the project, the disorder was 
suspected to be of fungal origin. However, as this had not 
been confirmed, no control measures could be formulated. 
Other table grape growing areas of Australia had not reported 
similar problems, although there were some similarities with 
a disorder affecting table grapes in California. The Californian 
problem was identified as being caused by infection of vines 
by the fungal pathogen Botrytosphaeria rhodina (formerly 
known as Botryodiplodia theobromae), and was controlled by 
pruning out of affected canes and maintaining strict vineyard 
cleanliness. The disorder was not considered to be a major 
problem.
The first step of the project was to determine whether the 
Australian disorder was a fungal disease and then to prove 
the suspected fungal pathogen to be the main cause of the 
Carnarvon Dawn Seedless problem.
The second aim was to investigate the epidemiology of the 
fungus.
Finally with knowledge gained from the first two facets of the 
investigation, it was aimed to devise an integrated disease 
management strategy.
These three main aims were successfully achieved.
Firstly, the cane dieback disorder of Dawn Seedless table 
grapes in the Carnarvon district was confirmed as being 
caused by the fungus Botrytosphaeria rhodina.
A study of the epidemiology of the pathogen enabled a 
package of integrated control measures to be assembled to 
enable grower to combat this problem. Recommendations for 
the control of cane dieback of Dawn Seedless grapevine can 
be found in the box story on this page.
Contact: Peter Wood
Department of Agriculture, Western Australia
Tel: (08) 9368 3693
Email: pwood@agric. wa.gov.au
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Left:
Dawn Seedless 
control vine in 
field showing 
no lesion at cut 
surface.

Right:
Dawn Seedless 

vine inoculated with 
B. rhodina in the field 

showing a typical 
cane dieback lesion 

that progressed from 
the inoculation point 

and past the first 
node below. Photo 

taken same day 
as Dawn Seedless 

control (above).

Left:
Dawn Seedless 
vine inoculated 
with B. rhodina in 
glasshouse trial 
showing lesion, on 
green tissue, at first 
node below 
inoculation point.

Right:
Same vine as above, 

12 days later, showing 
progression of lesion. Note 
bleaching and black specks 

(pycnidia/ on lesion at node, 
and progression of lesion 
past the node. Bleaching 

with such black speckling is 
often also seen on infected 

lignified shoots of older field 
grown vines. In the field 

most growers often wont 
see B. rhodina infections 

so clearly as infected wood 
may be lignified.



Left:
Dawn Seedless 
control vine 
inoculated with 
water showing 
typical; dieback of 
tissue no longer 
required by the 
vine. No obvious 
bleaching, and 
dieback did not 
continue beyond 
the node with time.

Right:
Cross-section 

of grapevine 
showing 

wedge-shaped 
discolouration 

which is 
typical of many 

wood rotting 
pathogens, 

including 
Botryosphaeria 

rhodina.

Recommendations for the 
control of cane dieback of 
Dawn Seedless grapevine

The following recommendations for field control of cane 
dieback of Dawn Seedless grapevines has been compiled 
from findings obtained during the course of this project 
and from a review of the available scientific literature of the 
pathogen on grapevines and other hosts.
1. Always obtain grapevine planting material from a 

reputable propagation nursery, preferably in an area 
where the disease is not known to occur.

2. Do not plant Dawn Seedless grapevines in the close 
proximity of mangoes or on land previously used to grow 
mangoes.

3. (Subject to approval by the National Pesticides and 
Veterinary Medicines Authority, APVMA) Apply a tank mix 
of Spinflow and Captan as a spray to wounds whenever 
major pruning cuts are made. Essential treatment times 
are immediately after winter pruning and whenever major 
cuts are made to green shoots in spring and summer, 
especially if rain is imminent.

4. Prune each winter according to established district 
practice.

5. Immediately after winter pruning, remove all pruning 
material from the Dawn Seedless vineyard and destroy 
by burning.

6 . If Dawn Seedless vines develop symptoms of cane 
dieback during the growing season, the infected shoots 
should be removed as soon as the symptoms first 
appear. The infected section of the vine should be totally 
removed back to a point at least 10 centimetres beyond 
the last signs of discolouration. The cut surface should 
then be treated immediately with a mixture of Spinflo and 
Captan.

VINES & ROOTSTOCKS

“THE FUTURE BELONGS TO 
THOSE WHO PLANT FOR IT”

QUALITY FIRST, 
NO COMPROMISES!

P.O. Box 1054, MILOURA VIC 
AUSTRALIA 3502

Phone: 03 5024 8812

Proudly supporting innovation 
in the Dried Vine Fruit Industry.

Fax: 03 5024 8834 
Mobile: 0407 309 961

Email: a.gordon@hotkey.net.au

V IN A
ACCREDITED™

Proud supporters
for the New Millenium Project, 

taking the industry forward.
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ADFA Welcomes Fed
Dried Fruits Industry Projects
The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) has welcomed the announcement 
by Federal Minister for Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry, Warren Truss that 
he had approved Industry Partnerships 
Program funding of $556,500 for five 
dried fruits industry projects.
ADFA Chairman, Peter Jones said the 
Minister’s decision was significant for 
the dried grape industry and the ADFA. 
“The Industry Partnerships Program was 
recently established to provide strategic 
investment in industries that are under 
pressure from new market competition 
or industry structural issues. Anyone 
involved in the dried fruits industry 
appreciates the continuing pressure 
that exists on growers and industry 
stakeholders.
“The ADFA prepared a funding proposal 
for consideration by the Minister 
following the success earlier this year in 
obtaining funds for a consultancy to 
develop a new dried grape grower 
training program.”
The ADFA Industry Partnerships Project 
consists of five individual projects:

Pilot Grower Training Program to 
revise the dried grape industry 
training program - Dried Grapes - a 
Growing Business.
Dried Grape Industry Benchmarking. 
Dried Grape Crop Plantings and 
Food Safety Database.

Dried Vine Fruits Production Manual. 
Dried fruits consumer research study.

This industry/Government partnership 
will enable us to address a range of 
industry weaknesses and risks in 
the areas of training, technical information, 
industry planning and consumer research 
to identify better marketing and promotion 
strategies in the domestic market.
“The aim of the ADFA project is to 
improve the Australian dried grape 
industry’s profitability, sustainability 
and competitiveness through these five 
separate but related projects that must 
be completed by 30 June, 2005” Mr 
Jones said.
“In addition to the significant Government 
funding being provided, ADFA and other 
industry stakeholders will be allocating 
significant resources to help ensure 
the successful completion of the five 
projects”.
The objectives for these individual 
projects are:
1. Increase profitability, productivity 

and sustainability through improved 
farm business, production and 
environmental management skills 
to enable growers to reach relevant 
industry performance benchmarks. 
Growers will gain skills and 
knowledge to analyse and evaluate 
their own dried grape business and 
make informed decisions about new

production practices and plan for 
future redevelopment.

2. Increase dried grape industry 
profitability and sustainability 
by growers using an industry 
specific benchmarking system that 
encourages growers to lift their 
performance towards industry best 
practice. This benchmarking system 
will be a tool for ongoing industry 
use and complement the dried grape 
grower training program.

3. Improve industry production planning 
and quality assurance management 
through a more comprehensive, 
efficient and accessible dried grape 
industry database system.

4. Increase dried grape industry 
adoption of the latest technology 
and cultural practices by better 
industry access to the updated 
ADFA Dried Vine Fruits Production 
Manual.

5. Increase the Australian consumption 
of dried fruits by marketing and 
promotion. A target of dried grape 
consumption has been set at 2.25 
kg/head of population through 
diversifying usage patterns and 
product differentiation.

The ADFA Project will enable a joint 
strategic investment to be made by 
Government and industry in a range 
of priority areas including: training and

Dried fruit industry and the Australian 
Government -  partners in the future HON WARREN TRUSS MP

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE, 
FISHERIES AND FORESTRY

The Australian Government and 
Australia’s dried fruit sector are about to 
become partners in a $556,000 project to 
boost industry profitability, sustainability 
and competitiveness, Agriculture 
Minister Warren Truss announced in late 
December.
Mr Truss said the project is the first of 
four to be completed by next July under 
the Australian Government’s Industry 
Partnership initiative.
“The Government set aside $4.7 million 
in this year’s Budget for the new one- 
year initiative under the Agriculture 
-  Advancing Australia package,” he said. 
“The Coalition followed this with an 
election commitment to extend the 
program for a further three years at an 
additional cost of $15 million.
“Its aim is for government and industry 
to enter into partnerships to identify

future challenges, training and leadership 
needs, market opportunities and 
adjustment options.
“In 2003, the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association asked a consultant to study 
the dried grape sector, and recommend 
options for a redevelopment and 
restructuring plan.
“Among other things, the plan 
recommended support for a range 
of initiatives designed to stimulate 
investment in a sector that has been 
doing it tough for a number of years.
“The plan also outlined the challenges 
facing the sector and the continuing 
adjustment processes it is likely to 
experience.
“It was clear that the entire dried fruits 
industry, not just the dried grape sector, 
would benefit greatly from participating 
in the Government’s new Industry

Partnership initiative.
“The Australian Dried Fruit Industry 
Partnership Project, in fact, involves 
five separate, but related, projects, that 
target specific areas the industry has 
identified as important to its long-term 
sustainability.
“The five projects will involve:

Developing business skills
Improving technical (information) 
resources
Improving industry planning through 
better database management; and
Identifying new marketing and 
promotion strategies

“The $556,000 Australian Dried Fruit 
Industry Partnership Project is an 
important initiative that demonstrates 
the significant benefits from industry and 
government work together.”



skills development, benchmarking 
and business management, industry 
planning, provision of valuable technical 
information resources and researching 
domestic market requirements.
The individual project activities will be to:
1. Implement a pilot training program 

to revise the dried grape industry 
training program - Dried Grapes 
a Growing Business ($104,250). 
This will involve 20-25 growers with 
training delivered at 10 workshops 
over the 12 month production 
cycle. The resulting revised training 
program will be available for industry
wide uptake in 2005-06.

2. Design and implement a dried grape 
industry benchmarking program using 
records from 50 growers ($104, 800). 
Software will be modified to provide 
a range of financial, environmental 
and social indicators, to meet the 
needs of the dried grape industry. 
A software manual will also be 
produced to allow ongoing use 
of benchmarking by the dried

grape industry. This project will 
help stimulate grower interest and 
encourage participation in the grower 
training program.

3. Upgrade dried grape industry Crop 
Plantings and Food Safety database 
by combining existing databases and 
improving crop planting information 
($70,000). Database capability will 
be expanded to enable individuals to 
benchmark their performance against 
industry best practice in areas such 
as chemical use. The options for 
entering data will be assessed 
to improve industry input to the 
database.

4. Print updated ADFA Dried Vine Fruits 
Production Manuals ($25,000).

5. Undertake An Extensive Consumer 
Research Study -  including a survey 
of 2000 adults using a range of 
quantitative and qualitative survey 
methods to identify consumption 
patterns for the dried fruit sector 
and identify opportunities for future 
growth ($197,450). The study will

provide the industry with the latest 
consumer trend and attitudinal 
information on which to base its 
ongoing marketing and promotion 
strategies to raise consumption of 
Australian dried fruits. The study will 
establish ways to:

Expand retail sales in the dried 
fruits category, particularly dried 
vine fruits.
Increase dried vine fruits
consumption to 2.25kg per head 
of population.
Diversify usage patterns.
Provide differentiation and
positioning of brands.

“This ADFA Project will see significant 
funds and resources invested in the 
dried fruits industry through the five 
individual projects outlined. We expect
to see a range of useful outcomes
that will put this industry on a sound 
footing for the future and help engender 
confidence amongst growers,” Mr Jones 
said.

The ones who matter -  our customers
Giving customers what they want is a key element of the Australian Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) 
Industry Strategic Plan.
Marketing is vital to the future of the 
dried grape industry in Australia and 
achieving the strategic objectives of 
higher profitability and a stable core 
production of from 35,000 to 40,000t a 
year are key ingredients of this.
Knowing who your customers are, and 
what they demand, are elements that 
must be addressed if marketing programs 
are to be successful - hence the fact that 
customer needs are the focus of the 
third goal of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Industry Strategic Plan.
"The ultimate aim must be to raise 
consumption, which will depend on 
developing new markets, new products 
and new uses for dried grapes," ADFA 
General Manager, Phil Chidgzey said. 
"Since deregulation of the dried fruits 
industry in the late 1990s, processor/ 
marketers have had full responsibility 
for marketing the Australian crop. As the 
major buyer of Australian fruit, Sunbeam 
Foods is spending a significant amount 
on TV and magazine promotions and 
other marketing activities," he said.
"Statutory levies collected and managed 
by Horticulture Australia (HAL) are

available to support various marketing 
and product development projects of 
Sunbeam Foods and smaller operators. 
These programs are essential if 
consumer awareness and consumption 
levels are to be raised.”
The focus must be on effective use of 
marketing levies, product differentiation 
in all markets and successful promotion 
of the nutritional benefits of dried grapes, 
he said.
3.0 Our Customers
Goal 3: To protect and increase profitable 
markets and market share and achieve 
greater product differentiation
Objective 1: Review the range and 
effectiveness of existing marketing levies.

Strategy 1: Integrate and co-ordinate 
the use of marketing levy funds to 
achieve more efficient domestic and 
international marketing.
Strategy 2: Further develop reporting 
mechanisms to inform the industry of 
marketing initiatives.

Objective 2: Protect Australia’s product 
differentiation in international and 
domestic markets.

Strategy 1: Continue a targeted 
domestic marketing campaign 
to promote the uniqueness and 
premium quality of Australian dried 
fruits over imported fruits.
Strategy 2: Develop a targeted 
program to attend domestic and 
international food fairs.
Strategy 3: Identify and support 
niche market opportunities through 
research and development.

Objective 3: Promote the nutritional 
benefits of consuming dried fruits.

Strategy 1: Access Government and 
health agency nutrition campaigns 
to develop an initiative to promote 
domestic dried fruit consumption. 
Strategy 2: Collaborate with Sunbeam 
on the most cost effective means of 
promoting Australia’s dried fruit.
Strategy 3: Encourage and support 
research and development into the 
nutritional benefits of dried fruit 
consumption.

Copies of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Industry Strategic Plan are available from 
the ADFA.
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BY PHIL CHIDGZEY, ADFA GENERAL MANAGER

Viticulture ’ 0 4 -  Conference run-down
Summary of Presentation
The 2004 harvest provided dried 
grape growers with one of their best 
seasons ever in terms of drying 
conditions, resulting in higher 
production & better quality fruit 
deliveries. However, this followed 
several years during which the 
industry was adversely affected by 
poor weather conditions at harvest, 
fluctuating production & relatively 
low prices largely due to excessive 
world production levels.
The productive base of the dried 
grape industry, including Sultanas 
has continued to decrease, 
although at a reduced rate due 
to significant corporate plantings 
starting to produce. Significantly, the 
excellent 2004 drying season saw 
total dried grape production reach 
about 28,000 tonnes (t), nearly 
10,000t below the level achieved 
in 2002. The estimated loss in productive 
capacity from traditional growers may 
have been as high as 12,000t over this 2 
year period.
The industry is still heavily reliant on 
Sultana despite the inherent risks such 
as production variability and susceptibility 
to splitting after rain & mould. Sultana 
remains the preferred dried grape in 
international markets. In moving forward 
the industry is focussed on improving 
risk management & grower profitability 
through use of technologies such as 
new grape varieties, advanced trellis 
systems, improved irrigation & improved 
mechanised production systems. 
However, the industry is being affected 
by lack of investment in dried grape 
properties by new or existing growers. It is 
clear that growers need greater incentive 
if they are to have the confidence & 
resources to reinvest.
Following the disastrous dried grape 
harvest in 2003, ADFA engaged 
consultants (Thomsons) to prepare 
a review of the industry, including 
comparative analysis of growers using 
different production systems, and then 
adopted this report as an industry 
Redevelopment & Restructure Plan. The 
plan included a range of recommendations 
aimed at stimulating investment in the 
dried grape industry, through the use of 
various incentives. Due to the total lack of 
State Government support, funding could 
not be obtained. However, some Federal 
funds were provided by Minister Truss, 
for a consultancy to develop a dried 
grape training strategy & program. A 
pilot training program aimed at improving

The 2004 harvest: higher production 
and better quality fruit.

business skills and decision making of 
grower participants is being implemented 
during 2004/05 and will be made broadly 
available in 2005/06.
The ADFA is developing several project 
initiatives aimed at assisting the industry 
to improve its skills base, productivity & 
profitability. Continuing investment in R&D 
remains essential if new technologies 
are to be developed to enable growers 
to further improve productivity, product 
quality & risk management. Ongoing 
research into cultural practices such as 
cordon bunch removal will allow labour 
costs to be reduced and production 
efficiencies gained, as the industry 
continues to mechanise.
The Australian dried grape industry is 
now part of the global market place. 
Since deregulation in 1998 and the 
Government’s implementation of a 
number of major policy changes including 
tariff reduction and competition policy, the 
level of imports of dried grapes has grown 
significantly and now accounts for about 
50% of domestic consumption.
Significant developments have continued 
to happen in the processing & marketing 
sectors. In early 2004, Sunbeam Foods 
announced its intention to buy the other 
major dried fruits processor company, 
Angas Park Fruit Company. While there 
were serious concerns about the loss of 
a competitor and near monopoly position 
Sunbeam Foods would occupy, the ADFA 
agreed to support the purchase provided 
that an agreement could be negotiated 
to establish a high level Consultative 
Committee to focus on marketing, 
pricing & contract related issues & the

open exchange of information. 
Legal advice was obtained and 
the Australian Competition & 
Consumer Commission was 
consulted closely during this period. 
A satisfactory Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) defining the 
objectives & method of operation 
of the Consultative Committee was 
negotiated.
In another development, the Mildura 
Cooperative Fruit Company became 
the 100% owner of Sunbeam Foods 
Pty Ltd.
During 2004, the ADFA facilitated 
the development of a Strategic 
Plan to provide a focus for both 
the organisation and the Australian 
dried fruits industry. The plan was 
formulated during several planning 
sessions involving ADFA Board 
members & staff and a wide range 
of stakeholders including Sunbeam 

Foods. The plan includes four goals that 
relate to: increasing industry investment, 
innovation & viability; maximising grower 
returns; protecting & growing profitable 
markets, market share & our product 
differentiation & ensuring that ADFA is 
representative, proactive & efficient. The 
investment goal includes an objective of 
assisting the industry to grow to a stable 
production level of 35-40,OOOt per annum 
by 2010.
The world supply/demand position 
continued to improve in 2003/04. The 
removal of 50,000 acres of vines in 
California and the abandonment of some 
vineyards means that the US productive 
capacity has fallen by more than 100,OOOt. 
The US tonnage of 240,OOOt in 2003 was 
down 80,OOOt on 2002 & 160,OOOt down 
on the record 2001 crop. The US also 
sold 36,OOOt for cattle food to further 
reduce surplus stock. It is estimated 
that world production of Sultana types 
dropped from 890,OOOt in 200/2001 to 
655,OOOt on 2003/04.
While market prospects for dried 
grapes may be improving, feedback 
to ADFA suggests that dried grape 
growers will need an increase in 
returns of about 20% before significant 
grower reinvestment (or new investment 
altogether) occurs. The future of the dried 
grape industry is dependent on efficient 
growers being able to make a reasonable 
profit and achieving an acceptable 
rate of return on their investment. 
Improved prices and ongoing efforts to 
reduce input costs & raise productivity 
will ensure profitability in dried grape 
production.



Pesticide permits not so minor
Horticultural growers frequently are 
frustrated by a lack of registered or 
permitted crop pesticides for use in 
their crops.
Before agricultural pesticides can be 
supplied, sold or used in Australia, the 
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority (APVMA) must 
register them.
The problem is that while the crops 
involved are valuable, they are 
considered too small for manufacturers 
to bear the high cost of individually 
registering products for use on them. 
A lack of registered products may also 
occur in larger crops where the pest 
incursion is only localised or considered 
minor.
Growers are increasingly trapped in a 
situation where they face severe losses 
from diseases, pests and weeds if they 
do nothing to protect their crops, or face 
penalties if they use a product that is not 
registered.
To overcome this shortcoming, the 
APVMA has established a National

Permit Scheme, Minor-Use Permit 
(MUP), which any industry can use.
Horticulture access to pesticides through 
such permits is now coordinated and 
managed by AgAware Consulting Pty 
Ltd under the Horticulture Australia (HAL) 
project, AH04009 ‘Coordination of minor 
use permits for horticulture’
The aims of the project are to help 
growers to:

Protect crops from pests, weeds and 
diseases, while managing chemical 
resistance.
Meet legal requirements regarding

chemical use (ie ensuring produce 
does not contain unacceptable 
residue levels).

Meet the requirements of quality 
assurance systems and export 
markets.

There will be a coordinated approach 
by regulatory authorities to allowing 
permits across all the horticultural 
industries; data requirements and 
the costs of obtaining registrations/ 
permits for pesticides, and data cost 

sharing arrangements/funding across 
industries will be established, and 
registration/permit arranged with the 
regulatory authorities (APVMA). There 
will be feedback also on how effective the 
scheme is to individual industries.
Details of how grape growers can become 
involved in this project will be provided in 
the next issue of The Vine.
Contact:
Peter Dal Santo, AgAware Consulting 
Pty Ltd
Tel: (03) 5439 5916 
Email: pds@agaware.com.au

Treviso 
Nurseries

PH, 03 50 242 755

mailto:pds@agaware.com.au


CPPU -  the Australian situation
Last October, at the Viticulture 04 Conference in Mildura, industry was informed that CPPU had been approved for use in 
California. The Australian Table Grape Association (ATGA) has endeavoured to find out more about this chemical; its uses; 
it benefits and its risks. We have obtained the following information, which we pass on to growers as an introduction to this 
new chemical that is currently being reviewed by the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA).

As advised through the Viticulture 04 
workshop, Australian table grape growers 
could soon have a new chemical to help 
improve fruit set and berry size. CPPU 
[N-(2-Chlor-4-pyridinyl)-N’-phenylurea], 
also known as forchlorfenuron, is a 
synthetic cytokinin that has recently 
been registered for use on table grapes 
in California.
The chemical acts as a plant growth 
regulator on many fruits, including grapes 
and kiwifruit, stimulating cell division and 
cell enlargement and delaying tissue 
senescence and fruit ripening. CPPU is 
registered for use in these crops in many 
countries overseas, but is not registered 
in Australia although trials for this 
purpose are currently underway.
The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority (APVMA) has 
advised that the product is not registered 
for use on table grapes or any other crop 
in Australia and must not be used unless 
under APVMA permit.

Background
CPPU was originally discovered by a 
group of Japanese researchers in the 
mid 1970s and later that decade the 
compound was tested on tobacco, citrus, 
pears, apples and table grapes.
The original work on table grapes 
showed the size of Thompson Seedless 
berries increased by 100% or more over 
untreated berries when 5 to 15 parts per 
million CPPU was applied at fruit set. 
Synergistic effects on berry growth and 
maturity were also discovered when the 
compound was used with gibberellic acid 
(GA).

SKW Trostburg who purchased the 
right to the product from theJapanese 
company has since almalgamated with 
Degussa AG. Today the only source of 
CPPU legitimately used on table grapes 
in other countries appears to be Degussa 
AG of Germany, although a manufacturer 
in Japan continues to manufacture 
CPPU for use on table grapes, but only 
in Japan.
The overseas-formulated Degussa 
product is sold as SITOFEX EC, a 1% 
formulation. There are a number of 
different formulations around the world 
based on different uses. At this time 
there is an application pending for the 
Sitofex formulation to be made available 
in Australia for table grapes.
The product is now registered in Chile, 
Mexico, Israel, South Africa, Turkey and 
Egypt and is also selling in India and 
China. Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) 
have been issued in the United States 
and registration is confirmed there. 
Registration is pending in Australia at 
present.
Other CPPU products are available 
around the world, but like Sitofex, have 
not been registered for use on Australian 
crops.

CPPU effects on grapes
Overseas trials have found when CPPU 
is applied prior to anthesis, berry set 
increases significantly. Similarly, a single 
fruit set application of 5ppm can increase 
berry weight by 40-100% over untreated 
vines. Berry diameter also increases as 
the rate applied increases at fruit set. 
However, if rates greater than 8ppm

are applied at fruit set, eating quality of 
certain varieties may decrease leading to 
bland, tasteless fruit.
A review of the literature shows that 
when applied at berry softening a 
15ppm application of CPPU delays fruit 
maturation by up to two weeks, slowing 
the accumulation of sugar and colour, as 
well as the respiration of acids.
The review also found CPPU causes 
berries to have a more spherical shape, 
and can affect fruit colour, particularly 
in red and black cultivars when applied 
at rates greater than 6ppm. Colour 
development is severely affected in 
Flame Seedless table grapes when used 
at higher rates.
Applications of CPPU have been shown 
to have no effect on vine fruitfulness the 
year following application, but can reduce 
seed number and seed size in seeded 
varieties.
As with other products that increase 
berry size, on susceptible varieties 
CPPU-treated grapes may be prone to 
splitting if rain or high humidity occurs 
close to harvest.
Australian access
Over the last couple of years it has 
become increasingly evident that 
Australia’s prime competitors (South 
Africa and Chile) in the international 
marketplace, particularly the Asian 
market, have been taking greater market 
share from Australia with the same 
varieties of fruit. The most apparent 
reason for this is their consistently better 
looking fruit and freshness.
Australia’s global competitors have 
access to CPPU which enhances size,

A summary of CPPU
CPPU is active at extremely low rates.
CPPU increases berry set when applied prior to anthesis.
CPPU increases berry size when applied following fruit set.
Berry diameter increases with increasing CPPU application rates.
CPPU delays fruit maturation, sugar and colour accumulation when applied at berry softening.

■  CPPU may decrease taste at medium to high rates.
CPPU has no effect on vine fruitfulness the year following application.
CPPU appears to have low-moderate toxicity. The toxicity of the product is associated with the ethanol content. 
Registration is hoped to be complete by August 2005.



These grapes have been treated with three sprays of GA and 
the berry is easily detached because of the small brush (berry 
attachment). Light scarring is also visible on the stems and berries.

Grapes treated with three sprays of GA plus 5ppm Sitofex have a 
very pronounced brush helping to keep berries attached to the bunch 
similar to seeded grapes. Stems and berries have also got less 
scarring than when three sprays of GA are used.

Australian Red Globe trials showed that5ppm Sitofex (bunches on right) increased 
crop load by 25% and delayed harvest by about seven days compared to the untreated 
(bunches on left) vines and improved colour to a pink-red. Note that untreated bunch 
has darker berries, but they are also smaller than the treated berries.

Australian Thompson Seedless trials showed that 5ppm Sitofex plus 
three GA sprays (centre bunch) produces larger fruit than vines 
sprayed with only three GA sprays (right and left bunches).

firmness and shelf life, while Australian 
growers do not. This lack of access is 
commonly believed to be a major reason 
for Australia falling behind its competitors 
in presentation and therefore market 
acceptance and market share.
Australian growers commonly use 
multiple applications of gibberellic acid 
(GA) to manipulate bunch size and berry 
size. Overseas trial results claim that a 
combination of CPPU and GA is more 
effective and economical than GA alone, 
depending on the variety. CPPU has the 
added benefit that it can be used on GA- 
sensitive varieties.
In conjunction with Degussa Ag, a 
Mildura based company has completed 
Australian scientific trials and submitted 
the data for application for registration to 
the APVMA in December 2003.
Commercial trials are the next step in the 
development of the product in Australia 
so that once registration is granted there 
will be no delay for growers wishing to 
use the product.
Degussa has been requested to make 
an application to the APVMA, which we

understand has been done, for a special 
permit, to allow commercial trials of this 
product to be undertaken.
Commercial trials with Thompson 
Seedless, Menindee Seedless and Red 
Globe are in process now. This current 
growing season 26 trial sites from 
Emerald (Qld) down to Bourke (NSW), in 
the Swan Valley (WA) and in Mildura and 
in Robinvale (Vic) have small trial permits. 
Each site only has three to 15 vines in 
each treatment, with the main aim to see 
the results in Australian conditions in 
each of the growing regions and to ensure 
that growers can use their commercial 
equipment to apply the chemical.
At this time fruit from the trials can be 
used for taste and other quantitative 
assessments, but cannot go through 
normal trade avenues and must be 
destroyed.

Illegal imports
The illegally imported products that 
have been about the last couple of years 
appears to have given mixed results and 
even when it appears that there are good 
size increases there have been reports

of bad eating quality, 'off flavours etc, as 
well as breakdown problems in bunches 
and permanent vine damage. No such 
problems have been reported with the 
Sitofex trials anywhere in the world.
Growers must also be aware of 
unscrupulous persons who illegally import 
similar chemicals for sale to distressed 
growers trying to ‘catch up’. This has 
already occurred and is costly both in 
monetary terms to government (refer 
to APVMA Compliance) and to 
growers, where there have been instances 
of illegal chemical use damaging vines 
and vine crops. There is also a great cost 
in lost reputation for the entire industry in 
Australia and in our overseas markets.

Chemical Registration
Full registration of CCPU in Australia for use 
on table grapes is sought to be completed 
by end of July 2005 for Thompson 
Seedless, Menindee Seedless and Red 
Globe; just in time for next season.
The above information is provided to 
industry for their advance information 
only and is not an endorsement by the 
ATGA for its use or otherwise.



Australian Nurserymen’s Fruit 
Improvement Co.Ltd

Kemps Murray Valley Nurseries
Ph: (08) 8588 2325 Fax: (08) 8588 2005 Email: kemps@sa.ozland.net.au

Olea Nurseries
Ph: (08) 9772 1207 Fax: (08) 9772 1333 Email: olea@westnet.com.au

Sunraysia Nurseries
Ph: (03) 5024 8502 Fax: (03) 5024 8551 Email: sales@sunraysianurseries.com.au 

The above nurseries can be coniaeled regarding new Irial grape varieties Irom Israel including Prime, Mystery and Black Finger.

ANFIC, Unit 8 82-86 George Street, Bathurst NSW 2795 Fax: 02 6332 6962 
Phone: 02 6332 6960 Email: info@anfic.com.au W W W .an fic .C O m .au

Q /ictoxian &  d\l\u.xxatj dda ltztj 
^Vinz {Jmjixocrzmznt c^fi.i.oa.LatLon Una.

ACCREDITED'

"Suppliers o f improved 
grapevine rootstock and scion 

wood to  the grape industry 
in Victoria, the 

M urray Valley and 
throughout Australia"

For more 
information, 

including access 
to order forms 

for the 2005 
season, 

contact the 
VAMVVIA of fice.

1*0 Box 460. Iryinple VIC 349 Email: michucl.pullcn@dpi.vic.gov.au
Phone: (03) 5051 4578 Fax: (03) 5051 4526

GRAPEVINE ^ ^ ^ ^ U N R IIY S U ^
GRAFTLINGS & ROOTLINGS

• Serving Australian Viticulture since 1952.
• AVIA Accredited Nursery Sunraysia Nurseries
• Vine Improvement sourced material
• Graftlings & Root lings supplied as dormant 12 mth old field

grown or 4 mth/12 mth old container grown in biodegradable PO Box 45, Sturt Highway,
Plant Bands. G0L GOL, NSW, 2738

• Hot Water Treated Phone: 03 5024 8502
• Triehoderma protected Fax: 03 5024 8551

• Taking orders now tor 2005 and 2006 requirements Email:

• Accredited to supply hot water field vines into South Australia sales@sunraysianurseries.com.au

• We also slock a full range o f container grown OLIVE, Website:
CITRUS. AVOCADO. PISTACIIIA &  PERSIMMON TREES www.sunraysianurseries.com.au

triggs.trel l is@ozemail. com .au

Supplies
Custom M ade P run ing  

Platform s, General 
E ngineering & Trellis 
W ire also ava ilab le

All trellis types 
available including 

Shaw Swing 
Arm and 

Fresh Fruit 
Trellis

For the Pest 

Quality, Price 6- Advice

Phone Rodney 
on 0417 347 986 

Ph: (03) 5022 2219
Fax: (03) 5022 2291

V  ijE k ^
O M E G A  G R A F T E D  V IN E S

OMHGA GRAFTED VINES IM Y LID AUN 84 750 862 248
“The Ultimate in Grafted Vines”

• Supplier of high qualify bench grafted field grown vines
• All material sourced from Vine Improvement Societies
• Grown in the MIA, a phylloxera free area
• Order now for 2005

PO Box 95, YOOGALI NSW 2680 Email: omegagv@riverinanursery.com.au 
Phone: (02) 6962 1135 Fax: (02) 6962 6814

Contact: Brendan Fox
AgriMedia Consulting7 Macquarie Street, Windsor 2756 
PO Box 682 Richmond NSW 2753 

Tel: 02 4587 9588 
Fax: 02 4587 9599 
m m .agrimedia.com.au

Talk to  the leaders in
industry communications

AgrilMedid

QUALITY VINE SPECIALISTS
Ramsey, Paulsen, Dogridge, Ruggeri, 
Kober, Teleki, Schwartzmann 101-14 

Field Grafting contracts available 
Grafting Orders: Spring/Summ/Autumn

Enquiries: Roland 0402 946 240
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mailto:kemps@sa.ozland.net.au
mailto:olea@westnet.com.au
mailto:sales@sunraysianurseries.com.au
mailto:info@anfic.com.au
http://WWW.anfic.COm.au
mailto:michucl.pullcn@dpi.vic.gov.au
mailto:sales@sunraysianurseries.com.au
http://www.sunraysianurseries.com.au
mailto:triggs.trellis@ozemail.com.au
mailto:omegagv@riverinanursery.com.au
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How do growers find harvest workers,
and harvest workers find jobs?

I

All around Australia growers and harvest workers can now find each other.

It’s approaching harvest season again and 
this year both growers and harvest workers 
call just one number to secure the jobs 
they want and the workers they need. It’s 
1800 062 332.

It’s the MADEC National Harvest Labour 
Information Service, an initiative of the 
Commonwealth Government, set up to 
make sure growers and job seekers all 
around the country find each other at exactly 
the right time.

There are benefits for everyone.

Local growers can plan ahead, and organise 
the right number of workers in advance of 
peak harvest times.

And harvest workers can also plan ahead 
with the most up-to-date and accurate 
information. It means they’ll be able to 
secure work in a local area, moving from one 
farm to the next according to their preference 
and available work.

Other groups too, including local councils, 
grower groups, tourist centres and 
employment agencies are welcome to use 
the service, so they can stay abreast of 
current needs and pass this information on.

It’s an efficient, effective resource for all 
concerned. So call the National Harvest 
Labour Information Service and find out 
how we can help you.

MADEC
Jobs Australia
Linking People and Work 4 > Harves

An Australian Government Initiative 
www.jobsearch.gov.au/harvestlrail

They both call 1 8 0 0 0 6 2  3 3 2
www.jobsearch.gov.au/harvesttrail

http://www.jobsearch.gov.au/harvestlrail
http://www.jobsearch.gov.au/harvesttrail


Du Pont Agricultural Products
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KOCIDE BLUE 
XTRA* Fungicide

New improved 
formulation for control 

of Downy Mildew
A

<

AVATAR®
Insecticide

Proven premium Light 
Brown Apple Moth 
control 
in Wine 

Grapes

KOCIDE LIQUID 
BLUE* Fungicide

For those that prefer the 
liquid formulation for 

control of Downy Mildew

MANCOZEB WDG* 
Fungicide

New improved 
formulation for control 
of Black spot & Downy 

Mildew

Quality pre-mix features 
for the control of Black 
spot & Downy Mildew

R  RUBIGAN
Systemic Fungicide

Helps produce fruit of the 
highest quality with 

cost-effective control of 
Powdery
Mildew

z]t.+ /  y j f

PENNANT*
Herbicide

Weed control applied 
during winter prior 

to bud 
swell

-
<6- •  ■35 •Ask for these quality products and formulations 

from your local Growmart 
and they will help protect your investment.

€ P U )
The miracles o f  science ®  = Regislored Trademark • = Griffin producl distributed by Du Pont

Contact Details For DuPont: Ian M Pearse Territory Sales Manager Agricultural Products DuPont (Australia) Ltd 
Lot 5, 17 Schoeffel Drive PO Box 829 Echuca, 3564 Phone 03 54807493 Fax 03 54807494 Mobile 0407 344561

Enquire at your local GROWMART store - MILDURA (8th St), COOMEALLA, 
RED CLIFFS, NANGILOC, ROBINVALE & n o w  o p e n  a t  NYAH

®  1300 366 186
Owned by the farmers and community of Sunraysia


