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Mixed news for the year 
ahead 
It is the start of a new year and 
as growers we look at the coming 
harvest with some trepidation. 

The crop looks reasonably good at this 
stage , having survived the wild weather 
variations during the last spring which 
gave us extremely low humidity, frosts, 
hot periods and of course, very little rain. 

The water crisis is different for 
each of us depending on where 
our farms are located and the 
different State Government water 
policies that we work under. 

Water meetings are being held and 
relevant information provided to growers 
to help us all make educated decisions. 
One strategy cannot suit all situations, 
so please keep yourself informed. 

We know it will rain again soon, 
(hopefully not in the middle of our 
harvest season) and we can then 
plan for the future with confidence. 
However, in the meantime, life on 
the farm will be stressful as it will 
involve difficult decisions being made 
and possibly the loss of patches of 
vineyard because of water shortages. 

The recent Murray Valley Irrigators 
Forum held in Mlldura was well attended 
and achieved it's primary objective of 
providing all horticulturalists with the 
latest information on water supply for 
this season and prospects for 2007/08. 

The forum concept was initated 
by the ADFA and supported by the 
Sunraysia Horticultural Alliance. 

Balancing supply 
The news from the International Dried 
Grape Conference in early November 
2006 was that the world supply and 
consumer demand was in balance. This 
means that there is not too much fruit 
to sell, or too little to meet demand. 

The stockpile of surplus fruit that 
accumulated in the marketplace 
over the last three or four years 
has been reduced to minimal 
levels and this should result in a 
steadier price. However, currency 
fluctuations are still occurring, so 
trying to guess the price two, four or 
six months ahead will not be easy. 

The other fact to take note of is the 
predicted huge reduction of wine grapes 
for both this harvest and next year 
because of frost and the drought. The 
demand for grapes from this sector 
appears to have balanced earlier than 

expected and wineries are looking for 
grapes that they rejected a year ago. 
Some of these are drying varieties. 

ADFA News 
Thanks to all of you who attended the 
Annual General Meetings of Australian 
Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) 
branches over the last few months. It 
was good to see a larger number of 
growers present and keeping informed of 
industry matters than in previous years. 

Behind the scenes, the ADFA is 
working on numerous issues that 
help you all indirectly and seek 
to keep our industry going. 

Exceptional Circumstances 
(drought related) declaration for 
the Sunraysia area will help some 
growers at this difficult time. 

This resu lt was achieved partly through 
our membership of the National Farmers' 
Federation (NFF) and AD FA's direct 
imput in October 2006 via the NFF to 
the national drought policy development 
by the Federal Government. 

As you may know from the last 
edition of The Vine, ADFA is 
100 years old this year. 

All dried grape growers have received 
a 2007 calendar showing some very 
early photos of life on the block. A 
number of events celebrating the 
centenary will occur during the year and 
I invite you all to participate. Detai ls of 
these events will be publicised later. 

Good luck for the coming 
harvest and beyond. 

Peter Jones 
ADFA Chairman 



'1/J. ATGA Presi ent's report 

Market access issues 
discussed 
Harvest is well underway in 
Queensland and growers are 
waiting anxiously to see what the 
outcomes of the season will deliver. 

Although CEO Jeff Scott and I are 
yet to visit the wholesale markets, it 
appears that the prices being received 
at this stage of harvest do not compare 
with last season. We look forward 
to doing the market visits and will 
comment more in the next edition. 

Reports from Queensland and 
West Australian growers indicate 
cropping levels are generally 
lower throughout Australia. This 
is also the case in Sunraysia. 

AlGA continues to work 
on market access 
Bilateral negotiations between Australia 
and Japan were held in October led 
by Louise Van Meurs from Biosecurity 
Australia. (More reports on page 11 ). 
Both the Japanese and the ATGA 
agreed more work needs to be done 
as soon as possible to establish 
whether we can deliver the quality of 
fruit expected and in return begin to 
realise the potential a viable Japanese 
market offers to Australian growers. 

Grower forums 
Levy-payer forums have been held 
throughout the growing areas. Although 
the attendance could have been better, 
those who did attend were given the 
opportunity to review the ATGA and 
HAL activities in the past 12 months 
for the table grape industry. Relevant 
questions were raised at the meetings 
and the ATGA delegates will look at the 
issues at their next meeting. Special 
thanks to those people who helped 
to organise the meetings locally. 

A table grape planning forum held in 
Mildura in November was also down 
on numbers, but those who did attend 
contributed greatly. CSIRO and the 
Agriculture Departments from both 
Victoria and NSW convened the evening. 
The ATGA feels the forum helped move 
the industry forward in areas of research 
and development. After much input 
from all those present these themes 
were highlighted as of high importance: 

• Market access to China, Korea, 
Japan and other countries 

• Enhanced breeding technologies 

• Storage of table grapes 

• Access to information 

• Disease management 

• Water use efficiency 

• Mechanisation 

DPI and CSIRO researchers met 
after the planning forum to discuss 
possible research, development 
and extension issues that could be 
produced from the major themes. 

Water supply 

Water availability is a 
major threat in the future 
All problems that the industry faces 
are of low importance compared to 
the threat of water availability. The 
resource that we have had for many 
years in abundance now threatens to 
bring the horticulture industries to a 
situation never before experienced. 
Let's hope that the situation changes 
sooner, rather than later. Although 
growers are approaching harvest with 
these enormous threats over them there 
is optimism about the quality of fruit 
available at the time of writing this report 
in early December. The growers in 
Sunraysia hope that the lower crop level 
will be compensated by excellent quality. 

Best wishes for the harvest ahead. 

Nick Muraca 
ATGA President 
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Table grape promotions catch on 
The Australian table grape season 
got off to an excellent start with 
the setting of a new world record 
and extensive media coverage. 

Steve 'the Grape Guy' Spalding, was 
invited by the Australian Table Grape 
Association (ATGA) to launch the 
table grape season at Circular Quay 
on Sydney Harbour on 16 November 
and attempted a new world record 
for a three minute grape catch. 

As a teenager the Texan discovered 
he had an uncanny knack for catching 
candy in his mouth. Over the years he 
has progressed to the table grape, a far 
healthier choice, and earned himself a 
place in the Guinness Book of World 
Records as the 'World's Fastest Grape 
Catcher', catching 52 grapes in his 
mouth in one minute. He has since 
improved this record to 67 grapes. 

In a warm up to the record attempt Mr 
Spalding appeared on Mornings with 
Kerri-Anne on channel Nine. This was a 
great opportunity to bring Australian table 
grapes into the minds of the consumer 
and viewers weren't disappointed. The 
resident chef made foccacia bread 
with grapes and then the Grape Guy 
had the chance to show his talents. 

At the season launch on 16 November, 
Mr Spalding attempted to beat his 
personal best for endurance catching (30 
minute) and set a new world record for a 
three minute grape catch. Five volunteers 
acted as 'throwers' for Mr Spalding, 
aiming a constant stream of grapes at 
his mouth from a distance of 4.5 metres 
(15ft) and creating a visual spectacular. 

Despite a torrential downpour, Mr 
Spalding was successful in both 
attempts. He caught 11 6 in three 
minutes - a new category officially 
set by The Guinness Book of World 
Records. He also bettered his personal 
record for endurance speed grape 
catching by 14 grapes, catching a 
staggering 1203 Flame Seedless 
grapes in the space of half an hour. 

Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) 
Marketing Project Manager Clinton 
Skeoch said coverage of the Grape 
Guy, and consequently of Australian 
table grapes and the start of the table 
grape season, was extensive. 

Television crews from channel Ten 
and Reuters attended the event 
After 20 minutes of constant rain, one 
cameraman tried to leave the event, 

only to come back a minute later 
saying: "I have to see if he does it". 

Channel Ten covered the piece in their 
news segment at 11 am, 5pm and late 
news, as well as during their 'news 
breaks' throughout the day. ABC and 
2UE radio stations featured interviews 
with Mr Spalding and many more radio 
stations and suburban newspapers 
ran the story. Video footage could 
also be downloaded from The Sydney 
Morning Herald's website smh.com.au. 

Reinforcing messages 
Mr Skeoch said the domestic marketing 
campaign for table grapes had got 
off to a wonderful start with 
the Grape Guy and would 
continue to reinforce 
the messages of 
previous campaigns 
throughout the 
season. 

"The program 
is committed 
to providing 
increased 
returns to 
growers and 
getting more 
people to eat 
more table 
grapes," 
he said. 

"There is 
a need to 
constantly 
strive to 
educate the 
consumer on the 
versatility of table 
grapes, giving them 
lots of information on 
varieties, selection, 
storage and nutrition 
thereby shifting the 
focus from price to 
table grapes' other 
characteristics." 

The program once 
again 'talks' to the 
primary grocery 
buyer with 
school-aged 
children; 
although, 
of course, 
children 
between 
the ages 
of four 

and 14 themselves are huge 
consumers of the 'portable' table grape 
and we must be mindful of this. 

Mr Skeoch said the strategy was 
to highlight the snack appeal and 
portability of grapes, and to encourage 
the customer to think of grapes as a 
snack for adults as well as for children. 

Underpinning this is 
the need to assist in
store purchases with 
better merchandising 
and more 
information, he said. 

"Feedback from last 
year's successful 

campaign has been 
very positive - 'Grape 

time. any time' 
and 'Grab some 
grapes to go' 
have been 
extremely 
effective in 
communicating 
to the 
consumer the 
snack appeal 

and portability 
of grapes. This 
creative campaign, 
together with 

last year's bus 
advertising was found 

to be extremely impressive 
in terms of advertising 
recall," he said. 

This season the 
campaign will continue 
to build on last year's 
performance, by 
using 'Grape time. 
any time' and 'Grab 
some grapes 

to go', but will 
develop the 
relationship with 
the consumer. 

Steve t e rape Guy' attempting (an 
succeeding) to set a new world record for 

three minute grape catc. 



Campaign snapshot 

Bus and tram advertising 

After such a great response in 2005/06, 
grapes on buses and trams are back! 

A total of 235 bus and tram panels 
advertised table grapes in and around 
Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane from 
the 30 October through to 25 November. 

The second burst of advertising was 
scheduled to begin from 4 February, 
2007 to 25 February, 2007, but due to 
some hard negotiation on the part of the 
media buying agency, table grapes will 
be advertised for an additional two weeks 
at no extra cost. This means that 1 05 
panels will be advertising table grapes 
from 21 January through to 25 February. 

Radio live reads 

Sydney radio listeners have tuned 
into table grapes during November. 

"Australian table grapes are in season. 
Sweet, juicy, nutritious and loved by 
the whole family, they're the perfect 
snack. So grab some grapes to 
go cause' grape time is any time," 
announced radio personalities. 

The radio ads were read out as 'live 
reads' during traffic reports and will 
be repeated again in February. 

Grape bags 

Grape bags are an exciting new 
element to this season's campaign. 

The plastic bags will have two very 
crucial purposes- to encourage the 
customer to fill up the bag thereby 
buying more grapes (each bag will 
carry 1.5 kilograms of grapes) and to 
arm the consumer with very important 
information. The bag features not 
only the tagline of the campaign and 
logo, but also recipe suggestions 
and nutritional information. 

The bags are being distributed to 

independent retailers via the Central 
Markets who are dedicated to 
making this initiative a success. 

It is hoped that grape bags will become 
as popular as the extremely successful 
brown paper mushroom bag that is seen 
in supermarkets and greengrocers alike. 

Public relations 

In the past HAL has had a very fruitful 
(pardon the pun) relationship with 
their PR agency and this season is 
already shaping up to be a winner. 

Grape time at Publishing Houses 

To help grow excitement around the 
beginning of the grape season, a 
series of 'Grape Time' sessions were 
held at the publishing houses of every 
major magazine in the target range. 

Editorial and promotions staff were 
invited to visit an allocated room at 
each publishing house, where an 
abundance of white and red seedless 
grapes were available. Each attendee 
received a 'Did you Know' fact sheet, 
with lesser-known health, nutrition 
and variety information about grapes, 
recipes and serving suggestions. 

The Grape Time sessions allowed the 
agency team to personally pitch story 
ideas for grapes to food and lifestyle 
media, as well as answer any questions 
they might have about grapes. 

Mr Skeoch said the sessions were 
very successful and the agency 
would continue to develop the 
relationships formed in a bid to 
maximise PR opportunities. 

Core media relations 

A media kit 'launching' the season 
has been distributed to short and 
long lead media and follow up 
continues. Already we have seen 
articles in Australian Healthy Food 
Guide and Slimming & Health as 

bag a 
bunch today! 
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Grape bags are an exciting new 
element to this season's campaign 
arming the consumer with important 
information about grapes and 
encouraging them to buy more. 

well as some suburban newspapers 
and this will undoubtedly continue to 
build as the season progresses. 

Central markets 

The partnership with the central markets 
continues to go from strength to strength. 
The critical role they play in promoting 
Australian table grapes to independent 
retailers and also the wider community 
should not be underestimated. This 
year support is being provided to 
programs being run by Sydney, 
Brisbane and Melbourne markets. 

Mr Skeoch said this season's 
marketing campaign had already 
proved to be very successful and 
wished growers all the best for the 
remainder of what is a difficult season. 

Bus and tram panels have been extremely successful in promoting grapes as snack for on the move. 
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International Conference of Dried 
Grape Producing Countries 

The outlook for Australian producers 
is improving, as World dried grape 
production and stocks continue to 
balance and big production-nations show 
renewed interest in promotional activity. 

The 2006 International Conference 
was held in Monterey, USA on the 
30-31 October 2006 with delegates 
attending from Australia, Greece, 
Chile, South Africa, Turkey and USA. 

As a relatively small producer in 
the World market, the Australian 
industry's prospects are buoyed 
by a return to balance in the 
supply and demand equation. 

As a smaller-producing country, we 
rely on steadiness in world demand 
and supply because we don't have 
the fruit volumes to engage in the 
price-cutting export strategies waged 
by other major producing nations. 

Some major conclusions drawn 
from the Conference included: 

• World production of Sultana/ 
Raisins in 2006 is down 20,000t 
or 2.7% on the previous year 

• World supply including 
carryover is down 2.6% and 

• World supply and demand 
are finely balanced. 

Clearly the major producers of Raisins 
and Sultanas are the USA & Turkey, with 
each country regularly producing crops of 
between 200-300,000 tonnes annually. 

US highlights reported to the 
2006 conference included: 

• Extreme heat in summer 2006 

• Rapid maturity turn around 
and quick drying 

• Labor adequate 

• Mechanical harvesting 
increased to about 30-40% 

• Vines had fewer but bigger 
bunches per vine 

• Crop estimates are for 250,000 
tonnes of Raisins and 2 ,800 
tonnes of Zante currants 

Promotion 
The other major positive coming from 
the conference was a greater willingness 
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by some of the major producing 
nations to resume promotional activity 
rather than focus on discounting to 
move large quantities of fruit. 

The Californian raisin industry has 
initiated a $6 million promotion campaign 
aimed at re-energising the image of 
the Californian raisin. The industry 
hopes to create a "personality" for 

Californian raisins. This will hopefully 
stimulate demand on the US domestic 
market, meaning less fru it moving 
into the international marketplace. 

Greece has also been doing virtually 
no domestic promotion, and local 
consumption is very poor. It is 
planning to gear up for a major a 
currant promotion in the EU. 



This is encouraging news. Production 
levels of key nations are at comfortable 
levels, and at least two of the major 
producers are at last starting to look at 
alternative ways of moving fruit, rather 
than stealing each other 's markets at the 
expense of returns to Australian growers. 

Highlights from other countries 

South Africa 

2006 production 

• Sultanas/Raisins 31,500 tonnes 

• Goldens 9,200 tonnes 

• Currants 2,000 tonnes 

Turkey 

• Final crop estimate for 2005 crop 
was 270,000 tonnes of Sultanas 

• Estimate for 2006 crop is 256,000 tonnes 

It was reported that Turkish traders are 
buying fruit from Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, 
processing locally or in Turkish plants. 
This results in Turkey's production 
figures being artificially inflated . 

Iran 

Estimated crop 

• Sultanas/Raisins 120,000 tonnes 

• Goldens crop 10,000 tonnes of Goldens. 

Chile 

Estimated crop 

• Raisins 44,000 tonnes 

• Goldens 5,000 tonnes 

Greece 

Greek Currant production (Figure 1) has 
remained relatively high and averaged 
about 36,000 tonnes over the past 4 
years. The major destinations for Greek 
Currant exports (Figure 2) are the UK, 
Netherlands, Australia and Germany. 

World Market Prospects 

This graphical representation of the world 
population by continent, (Figure 3) shows 
where the largest populations and thus 
market growth potential exists. The total 
Asian region population of nearly 3.5 billion 
people is about seven times that of Africa 
and about five times that of Europe. 

The Australian industry needs to start 
thinking about how to get dried fruit into 
the diet of the Asian population. The 
challenge for the next decade will be 
to make inroads into that Asian market 
where the growth is occurring 

Further details on the conference are 
provided in the Horticulture Australia 
Ltd Report prepared by Ross Skinner, 
Industry Services Manager, on page 36. 
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Figure 3: New market opportunities. 
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National wage decisions 
concluded at long last 
The Australian Fair Pay Commission's 
(AFPC) inaugural decision handed 
down on 26 October, 2006 provided 
an increase of $27.36 per week for 
minimum wage rates up to $700, 
and $22.04 per week for minimum 
wage rates of $700 and above. In 
doing so, the commission considered 
the fact that 18 months had elapsed 
since the last decision. The next 
decision will be in June 2007. 

Under the new WorkChoices legislation 
the AFPC has responsibility for setting 
minimum wages for all employers 
in Victoria and the Territories as 
well as for incorporated entities 
(companies) in New South Wales, 
South Australia and Western Australia. 

The AFPC was established to set and 
adjust the federal minimum wage to 
promote the economic prosperity of the 
people of Australia and was established 
under the Workplace Relations 
Amendment (WorkChoices) Act 2005. 

However, most farmers operate as sole 
traders or partnerships and minimum 
wages for these unincorporated 
entities in NSW, South Australia and 
Western Australia are still set by 
the Australian Industrial Relations 
Commission (AIRC) which also 
retains its role as a national tribunal 
dealing with employment disputes. 

On 5 December, 2006, the AIRC 
announced that it had decided that 
minimum rates in transitional awards up 
to $700 per week should be increased 
by $27.40 per week and that minimum 
rates above $700 per week should 
be increased by $22 per week. 

As a result of the AIRC wage 

At a glance 
• The Australian Fair Pay 

Commission's inaugural 
decision (26 October 2006) and 
Australian Industrial Relations 
Commission (1 December 2006) 

• Minimum weekly wage rates (up 
to $700) increased $27.36. 

• Minimum weekly wage rates (more 
than $700) increased $22.04. 

• New casual rate $16.50 an hour. 
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decision mirroring the earlier AFPC 
wage decision, the same wage 
adjustments are being applied by 
all grower employers whether they 
are incorporated (eg companies) 
or unincorporated entities (eg 
sole traders and partnerships) 
operating in Victoria, NSW, South 
Australia and Western Australia. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) has prepared a Block Wages 
Update which has been circulated to 
all financial members. Non-members 
can contact the ADFA and request 
a copy of the Wages Update. 

The wages sheet is also available for 
downloading on the ADFA website: 
www.adfa.asn.au. 

Grower respondents to the Horticultural 
Industry Award should note that the 
new casual rate applying from 
1 December, 2006 is $16.50/hour. 

NFF express disappointment 
The National Farmers' Federation 
(NFF) responded to the recent 
AFPC wage decision saying that 
the decision failed to take account 
of the realities facing farmers. 

"NFF President David Crombie said the 
NFF was disappointed in the decision. 

"The increase in wages of $27.36-a
week is too high for farmers to bear. 
With half of Australia's agricultural 
regions in the grip of the worst 
drought on record, clearly farmers 
are already under pressure to keep 
the farm afloat and keep paying 
existing wages," Mr Crombie said. 

In its submission, the NFF asked the 
commission to take into account the 
specific concerns affecting agriculture, 
including the current severe drought, 
when considering a national wage rise. 

NFF argued that any increase be 
based on the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI). Mr Crombie said the 
commission had set the rate well 
above the substantial $20-a-week rise 
the CPI would have warranted, which 
would have included the sharp rise 
in the September inflation figures. 

NFF expressed concern that the 
AFPC decision would be a catalyst 
for the AIRC to follow suit when it 
made its own wage determination 
-which is exactly what happened. 

High Court 
challenge to 
WorkChoices fails 
The High Court recently handed 

down its decision relating to 

the challenge to the Federal 

Government's use of the corporations 

power to effectively legislate with 

respect to Industrial Relations. 

In a ratio of 5:2 the High Court 

upheld the validity of WorkChoices. 

This means the transitional period 

for Federal Awards essential to 

give many unincorporated farmers 

the chance to incorporate and 

fall under Workchoices within 

five years, was not overturned. 

The National Farmers' Federation 

(NFF) welcomed the High Court 

decision which affirmed the Federal 

Government's ability to create 

a national system based on the 

constitutional corporations power 

and suggested that it should be 

the catalyst for State Governments 

to now relinquish their remaining 

industrial powers to enable 

WorkChoices to be extended to 

all businesses, including those 

who are not incorporated. 

While the transitional period of five 

years has been upheld, it limits 

access to the Federal IR system. 

NFF President David Crombie said: 

"It is ludicrous that unincorporated 

farmers do not have access to the 

full benefits of WorkChoices because 

of the recalcitrant position of State 

Governments who cling on to out

dated state industrial systems for a 

very small number of employers. 

"The simplest option for farmers to 

access WorkChoices, particularly 

agreement making, is for a 

referral of state powers, rather 

for farmers to incorporate." 



Japanese impressed with fruit fly control 
Australia's fruit fly measures and 
controls have come in for close scrutiny 
during the Australian-Japanese 
bilateral negotiations in October. 

The visiting Japanese delegation 
attended the four-days of talks 
in Canberra, with the Australian 
delegation led by Louise Van Meurs 
from Biosecurity Australia. 

Among the range of issues discussed 
particular attention was given to 
Australia's measures and controls 
for fruit fly. As part of the bilateral 
negotiations a field visit was arranged 
to Sunraysia where the Japanese 
delegates were keen to see fruit fly 
controls and measures in action. 

The field visit began with a presentation 
from Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) President Nick Muraca. 

Mr Muraca gave an overview of the 
Australian table grape industry and in 
particular the research and development 
in fruit fly being carried out in Western 
Australia by Francis De Lima and in 
Gosford NSW by Andrew Jessup. 

After Mr Muraca's presentation, Gary 
Darcy from Department Primary 
Industries Victoria gave an overview 
of fruit fly controls and measures 
within the Sunraysia region. Mr Darcy 
produced detailed maps displaying 
the geographical regions of the fruit fly 
zones in Sunraysia and the locations 
of fruit fly traps. Japanese delegates 

Japanese and Australian delegations 
at the Mal/ee Fowl road block. 

were impressed by the number of 
traps strategically located throughout 
the Sunraysia fruit growing areas. 

'These maps are very detailed and 
give an excellent geographical picture 
of the vastness of the Sunraysia 
region and the hundreds of traps 
we have scattered throughout the 
fruit fly zone," Mr Darcy said. 

In order to demonstrate the best
possible control activity, the Australian 
Table Grape Association arranged a 
fully-operational fruit fly road block in 
conjunction with Department Primary 
Industries at the Mallee Fowl roadside 
stop between Mildura and Robinvale. 

The Japanese and Australian delegations 
boarded a bus and travelled to the 
Mallee Fowl road block where 1 0 DPI 
staff were carrying out the controls 
and measures of a fruit fly road block. 
This was the first time the Japanese 

Delegates inspecting fruit fly traps. 

delegates had seen an operational 
roadblock and many positive comments 
were made. Delegates were then taken 
for an inspection of a fruit fly trap. The 
visiting delegates were impressed 
and asked many questions. Barry 
Pedersen's table grape property was 
also visited to finalise the field trip. 

ATGA CEO Jeff Scott said the visit 
allowed the Japanese delegation to 
see first-hand how fru it fly controls 
operated in the Sunraysia region. 

"We were pleased with the many positive 
comments being made. More generally, 
they also commented on the vastness of 
the area and distance between towns. 

"This all went well to impress the 
Japanese officials that the Sunraysia 
region could be broken into a separate 
fruit fly zone, a project that is on the 
agenda with DPI and horticulture 
industries in the region ," Mr Scott said. 

BREAK THRU® TURBO DRY 

Break-Thru® Turbo Dry is a new oil spreader based on organically 
modified siloxane technology, designed to improve the spreading 
characteristics of drying oils used in the production of dried sultanas 
and raisins. 

• Better oil spreading 
• Potentially lower water volumes 
• More quickly applied 
• More consistent drying 
• Increase in Grower returns 

Available from your local distributor 

Break-Thru® Turbo Dry should always be added to the oil first. Results may vary 
depending on seasonal conditions. It is recommended to test product based on 
individual circumstances. 
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"QUALITY FIRST 
- NO COMPROMISES" 

GRARED 
VINES -2006 
Autumn Royal on Kober 

Black American on 
Ramsey 

Carina on Ramsey 

Crimson on Paulsen, 
Kober , Schwartzmann 

Dawn on Ramsey 

Flame on Kober, Richter 
110, 101-14 

Menindee on Kober, 
Schwarzmann 

Red Globe on Dog Ridge, 
Ruggeri 

Sultana on Ramsey 

Sun Muscat on Paulsen 

ACCREDITED Til 

KC Vines & Root Stocks 
MILDURA 
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Water allocation decisions in NSW 
The National Water Commission has 
been tracking recent decisions by 
the New South Wales Government 
to reduce high security and carry 
over water account volumes by 20% 
(announced 17 October), and by a 
further 32% (announced 10 November). 

The commission is very aware of 
the acute concern the recent NSW 
decisions have caused for water 
entitlement holders in NSW and across 
the southern Murray-Darling Basin, 
particularly those entitlement holders 
who had already purchased or held 
over water (since July 2006) to help 
them manage the dry conditions. 

The commission fully recognises the 
responsibility of governments to provide 
for the contingency of continuing 
extremely low water inflows in 2007. This 
requires some difficult water allocation 
decisions in 2007 - a situation which is 
currently being considered by all Murray 
Darling Basin governments following 
the Water Summit between the Prime 
Minister and Premiers on 7 November. 

Nevertheless, the commission considers 
that the recent decisions by the NSW 
Government have had a significant 
impact on water users' confidence 
in their access entitlements. 

This raises a number of questions 
for the commission in regard to 
implementation of the National Water 
Initiative which is the national blueprint 

for improved water management agreed 
by all governments in Australia. 

Security of water access entitlements is 
a key component of the National Water 
Initiative, and such security is challenged 
by decisions to reduce water allocations 
carried over or traded into accounts. 
Under the National Water Initiative 
NSW has agreed to clearly specify 
entitlements and to foster a soundly 
based and confident understanding of 
these entitlements by entitlement holders. 
The recent events call into question 
the management of water entitlements 
and allocations in NSW, particularity in 
a period of extreme water scarcity. 

It will therefore be important for the 
NSW Government to make every 
effort to restore confidence in water 
entitlements, and in its arrangements 
for managing allocations. 

The recent experience also further 
highlights the need to improve water 
measurement, monitoring and accounting 
to enable more accurate and timely water 
allocation decisions. Improved water 
measurement and accounting is a vital 
aspect of the National Water Initiative 
for almost all water decision makers. 

The commission wil l continue to 
work with all states and territories 
to implement the National Water 
Initiative, including clear and robust 
water entitlement and allocation 
arrangements in all jurisdictions that will 
build confidence among water users. 

Regional task force update 
The Regional Task Force Projects aim to 
better understand the financial impacts 
and identify strategies to improve the 
outlook for horticultural enterprises in 
the Mildura and Wentworth shires. 

The Australian Bureau of Agriculture 
and Resource Economics (ABARE) 
is profiling financially sustainable 
enterprises for horticultural properties. 
This year's survey results will be 
compared with the survey from three 
years ago and ABARE will also prepare 
a market trend analysis with a five-year 
forward look at the market prospects of 
the major irrigated horticultural crops. 

In order to identify and develop business 
strategies for horticultural properties 
to achieve economies of scale and a 
lower cost of production Street Ryan 
and Associates have interviewed key 

players in each of the industries and 
are developing a series of business 
templates, with a particular focus for 
those properties that are medium 
sized and most at risk. Draft templates 
that will test whether a particular 
template is suitable for their particular 
circumstances are available on the web 
and information sessions are planned in 
the Riverland, Riverina and Mildura in 
the new year to demonstrate their use. 

The final project scoping the opportunity 
for value adding and regional 
diversification of irrigated horticulture 
was completed in December by 
consultant, Scholefield Robinson. 

Reports are available from Regional 
Task Force Project Manager Charles 
Thompson, Tel (03) 5441 4821, 
Email charlest@rmcg.com.au 



Cartoon gang gets kids stuck on grapes 
Children will be the target of a major table 
grape promotional push this season. 

A series of bunch tags has been 
developed in the form of themed 
stickers that kids can peel 
off and re-apply to books, 
bags or lunch-boxes. 

The promotional project, 
developed by GrapeConnect, 
is being trialled with 
independent retailers in 
major metropolitan areas 
and is aimed at adding 
value to grape purchases. 

There have been five sticker 
tags developed in a range of 
colors. Cartoon characters Gilbert, 
George, Gwen, Gabby and Garth 
will headline the promotion. 

The trial involves decorating partner 
retail store shelves with grape cartoon 
character sticker tags. Although the 
cartoon characters are not recognised 
television or movie personalities, they 
have been developed to be attractive 

Example of promotional sticker tags 
aimed at children. 

to primary school age children and 
their respective grocery buyers. 

Table grapes are predominantly an 
unpackaged fruit, and lack any usable 

surface area for adhesive branding 
as used by other commodities. 

Work has been continuing to identify 
how best to add value to the product 
and the current project will be a 

scoping study, to explore the 
potential in developing sales 
promotions targeted at children. 

The main aim of the project 
is to assess the opportunity 
to merchandise table grapes 

directly to children. 

Cross-promotional campaigns with 
lunch box manufacturers are still being 
considered by the national promotions 
campaign, but the sticker tag concept 
is a low-cost alternative. It will build the 
attractiveness of a display, and provide 
a sales gift as part of the purchase. 

The project plans to assess sales 
frequency and size data before and after 
the tags are used at each partner store. 

The results of the trial will be 
communicated to members and 
other stakeholders post-season. 

Success is based on great teamwork. And great teamwork is 

based on all the team playing their part. 

That's where Landmark comes in to play. We partner w ith 

you by supplying specialised advice which is localised to 

your particular region. And, because Landmark only stocks 

reputable products, you can feel assured that they will 

enhance your productivity and yields. 

Plus, our agronomists are all experts in their field and have 

specialised experience in your specific horticultural market 

and locality. 

If you would like to know how Landmark can help your 

horticultural business, then call or drop into your local 

Landmark outlet. 
LANDMARK 

www. landmark.com.au an AWB company 



Sunbeam counts down to harvest 
Growers are finalising crop management 
before harvest. There are several 
items of interest emerging in the 
lead-up to the season end. 

• Water: Obviously this is now 
critical. Growers should contact 
us if their 2007 yields are likely 
to be lowered by reduced water 
allocations or short-term restrictions 
in supply in February-April period. 

• Fruit Purchasing: In the 2007 harvest 
season Sunbeam will be purchasing 
sultana, natural sultana, Sunmuscat, 
raisins, some organic varieties 
and contracted currants (including 
contracts that expired in 2006). 

• Markets : The international price 
for sultana has recently increased 
by US $50 to $1 00 a tonne as the 
new Northern Hemisphere crop 
size has become known and the 
Turkish currency has weakened. 
Unfortunately the $A has also 
strengthened at the same time. 

• Traded price for Greek currants 
has softened further by 50 Euro 
a tonne but Sunbeam has made 
significant export sales. 

• Retail sales have been very strong 
mainly due to continuing category 
growth. Dried fruit is now accepted 
as a healthy, convenient snacking 
alternative. Prudent marketing and 
new products have certainly been 
major factors influencing this trend. 

• Manufacturing markets have 
been stable and particularly 
good for Sunmuscats. 

• Fruit Quality: Sunbeam is reviewing 
its fruit quality testing at all receival 
depots. While there will be penalties 
for contaminants and fruit damage 
Sunbeam will also be offering bonus 
payments for fruit that will yield 
more and cost less to process. We 
want good sized, undamaged, dry 
berries that process to give friable 
fruit containing no vine material. 

• Bins: In 2007 Sunbeam will be 
accurately monitoring how fruit bins 
are used. Growers who over-order 
bins or choose to fill Sunbeam bins 
and send to a competitor will be 
invoiced for the use of the bins. We 
understand that 95% of growers 
appreciate the costs involved in 
providing bins and subsequently 
manage them well but we will 
apply a charge to those who add 
to our costs and deliver no fruit. 

• Sunbeam Supplier Meetings: These 
meetings are scheduled before 
harvest and will provide more 
detail on markets, fruit pricing and 
operations. Sunbeam suppliers 
will receive an invitation by mail. 

Please contact our office on 5051 4400 
to discuss any dried fru it matters. 

Best Wishes for the harvest from 
all members of the Sunbeam 
Foods Fruit Supply team. 

Small Miracles. 

Sunbeam's new promotional materials help to promote a healthy, convenient snacking alternative. 
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Revised conditions for the importation 
of Californian table grapes 
Imports of Californian table 
grapes to Australia will no longer 
require mandatory methyl bromide 
fumigation before shipment. 

The revised conditions for the 
importation of Californian table grapes 
follows a Biosecurity Australia review 
of data and information collected 
since trade commenced in 2002. 

Data is routinely collected on the 
number of pests intercepted during 
routine pre-clearance inspections in 
California, and on pests detected from 
all table grape shipments inspected 
under an intensive destructive sampling 
protocol implemented in October 
2005. The review concluded that 
there were no pests which routinely 
required mandatory methyl bromide 
fumigation when other stringent 
quarantine conditions were in place. 

To ensure Australia's grape industry 
remains free of exotic pests 
Californian table grape imports will 
be closely monitored for 12 months. 
All live arthropods intercepted by the 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection 
Service (AQIS) detected during pre
clearance inspections will be identified 
and the destructive sampling regime 
implemented by the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 
of the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) will be repeated. 

At the conclusion of the monitoring 

period (or earlier, if warranted), 
Biosecurity Australia will review the 
new arrangements to ensure the risks 
are being appropriately managed. 

" . . the industry had 
some concerns with the 
discontinuation of the 

fumigation treatment of 
Californian table grapes '' 

- ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott 

Additional safeguards have 
also been included in the new 
protocols. These include: 
• The addition of Latrodectus 

species (black widow spiders) and 
Cheiracanthium species (yellow sac 
spiders) to the pest list as actionable 
pests. If egg sacs of spiders that pose 
a risk to human health are detected 
during pre-clearance inspection, 
all subsequent consignments from 
the source vineyards will be subject 
to mandatory methyl bromide 
fumigation before export to Australia 
for the remainder of the season. 

• Maintenance of a strict allowable 
tolerance for trash. We have identified 
the presence of leaf material as 
a potential pathway for pests of 

quarantine concern, namely eggs 
of the glassy-winged sharpshooter, 
Homalodisca coagulata. Therefore, 
in the absence of mandatory methyl 
bromide fumigation consignments 
must not contain any leaf material of 
grape vine (II. vinifera) or weeds. 

• Revision of the procedures 
for weed species. 

Standard AQIS procedures, 
pre-clearance inspections and 
other measures will continue to 
effectively manage the quarantine 
risk posed by table grapes from 
California. Only consignments 
inspected by AQIS in California 
and found free of live quarantine 
pests will be cleared for export. 

Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) Chief Executive Jeff Scott said 
the industry had some concerns with 
the discontinuation of the fumigation 
treatment of Californian table grapes. 

He said that while Biosecurity 
Australia had explained that there 
were no technical grounds to 
oppose the discontinuation, the 
ATGA felt the fumigation could 
possibly have prevented other 
diseases such as Phylloxera. 

The ATGA in conjunction with Plant 
Health Australia has sent a letter 
outlining those concerns to Biosecurity 
Australia and is awaiting their response. 

Lee McKeand Produce Pty Ltd 
FRESH PRODUCE EXPORTERS SINCE 1939 

Exporting Fresh Fruit and Vegetables to the World 
With over 60 years experience and three generat ions of fami ly involvement in the fruit and vegetable 

industry Lee McKeand's has earned a reputation for delivering high quality, personal service to both its 
supplier partners and customers. 

Contact : Peter Ingham 
0407 350 710 

David White 
0419 520 943 

peteri @ mckeand.com.au d avidw@ mckeand.com.au 

Office: 80-88 Greville Street, Prahran, Victoria 3 18 1, Tel 03 9521 1350 , Fax 03 952 11380 

www.mckeand.com.au 



Lloyd family severs links with past 
As ADFA prepares to celebrate its centenary this year, some of the region 's 
oldest vines will be a casualty of the need to maximise efficiency 

The next harvest will be bitter-sweet 
for Sunraysia dried fruit industry 
stalwarts Eddie and Owen Lloyd. 

The brothers have decided the time 
is finally up for the last remaining 
original Sultana vines planted by 
their Grandfather more than a 
century ago on the family's 1 DO
acre holding near Mildura. 

"This will be their last crop unfortunately. 
Mainly because it's obvious unless 
vines can grow something like 
three-and-a-half dried tonnes to 
the acre they are not worth having, 
but also with the reality of the water 
situation we're facing ," Eddie said. 

"After 113 years we have kept them for 
old time's sake as much as anything 
because they really are in pretty ordinary 
shape, but they're on the best dirt in 
the block, and you've just got to make 
economic decisions sometimes." 

Eddie's son Warren is the fifth 
generation of the family to be involved 
in operating the properties- 80 
acres in Cowra Avenue, and a 20-
acre block on Benetook Avenue . 

"Warren did the numbers and 

it was quite startling. With the 
cost of harvesting and pruning he 
showed us in very short order the 
old vines are not pulling their weight 
at all and in fact they're costing 
us a heck of a lot," Eddie said. 

But nonetheless, it's not an 
easy decision for the family. 

Eddie and Owen's grandfather, Edward 
James (Ted) Lloyd, established the 
family-roots in Sunraysia when at 
age 17 he ran away from home at 
Murradoc, on the Bellarine Peninsula. 

He'd spent time working for farmers on 
manual tasks such as sewing up bags of 
potatoes to the disapproval of his father 
-- a teacher who believed gentlefolk 
should not take on manual labor. 

Ted had informal knowledge of 
horticulture but no formal training 
when he arrived in Mildura in 1890. 

"He needed to get work to earn money 
but the only people employing labor 
in any numbers at that time were 
the Chaffeys, and the only people 
they would employ were those 
buying properties," Eddie said. 

"Grandpa somehow scraped together 

the 1 0 pounds he needed for a 
deposit on a property and chose 
the block in Cowra Ave where the 
family home 'Arlington' still stands. 

Tough times 
"Times were tough in the early years 
with the industry collapsing in 1896, 
but Grandpa was in a bit of a bind - he 
could have left and lost everything or 
stayed, entai ling a lot of hard work. 
However he elected to stay," Eddie said. 

Ted married in 1899 and Eddie and 
Owen's father Frederick Gladwin 
Lloyd was born a year later. 

"In that time he'd bought another 
two blocks and he built the family 
home in pretty grand style, it has 
to be said, in 1914," Eddie said. 

"On the surface at least, he had done 
well , although I think in reality he had 
spent to the absolute edge of his 
financial ability. While it is a grand 
house it was never a grand house in 
the style of Rio Vista. It was just big. 

"When Grandfather died in 1935 he 
was in fairly heavy debt and he left the 
block to his surviving three daughters 
and Dad. The only reason we are still 

Eddie and Warren Lloyd inspecting their 113 year old Sultana vines which will be removed after this season 
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growing fruit here is that the girls agreed 
to hand over the block to Dad if he 
would accept their shares of the debt. 
"Mum used to say in the first year of their 
marriage they lived on the income from 
an acre of lemons beside the house. 

"It must have come as a terrible shock 
to Mum. She came from a comfortable 
Adelaide lifestyle, and a house with a 
toilet and laundry under the main roof. 
Her new home had only one power-point 
in the whole building, a distant outdoor 
toilet and a copper in a lean-to against 
the shed for a laundry. There were 
no carpets and the back of the house 
was all open flywire , so when the dust 
storms came through in the 1940s, I can 
remember we would have sand-drifts 
across our passage floors ," Eddie said. 

Boom year 
But it was a boom year in 1944 
that set up the family. 

"It was a fantastically big year, 
the biggest crop the district ever 
had at 105,000 tonnes, it was 
magnificent weather and magnificent 
prices because of the war. 

"Because Dad had struggled with 
debt for so long he did not have a 
big tax bill and it really set him up. 

"A similar thing happened to Owen and 
I. 1980 was a record year with a huge 
crop, perfect weather and good prices. 

"I always say every grower 
needs a perfect year once in 
their lifetime!" Eddie laughed. 

The reluctance to remove the 
original family vines is in contrast to 
the Eddie and Owen's progressive 
approach to the rest of the property. 

They were among the pioneers of 
trellis-drying in the district, moving to 
the new system in the early 1980s. 

"After that terrific year in 1980 we bought 
an upright harvester and had every1hing 
set up for trellis drying. We decided 
to take it a step further and move 
away from furrow irrigation to further 
ease the work burden," Eddie said. 

Re-development 
"By 1990 we had finished putting 
undervine sprays on the home block and 
we put drippers at Owen's place, and 
we found it made a heck of a difference 
in regard to workload and labor. 

"One of the biggest labor-savers 
and something we couldn 't do 
without though is our four-wheel 
motorbikes - they're indispensable. 

"I've just clocked up 10,000 km 
on my latest four-wheeler over 10 
years and would have done the 

World's best practice, Swingarm trellis is now being used on the Lloyd's property in 
the production of their Sultana, Sunmuscat and Carina crops 

same in the previous 1 0 years on 
its predecessor. Owen would have 
done similar on his four-wheelers." 

Eddie said he and Owen probably 
owed their success on the properties 
to having working wives. 

"My wife Lynette is a speech 
pathologist, and Janice is a teacher, 
and without their income things would 
have been fairly meagre," he said. 

Succession plans 
Eddie, who turns 70 next year, has 
stepped down as chairman of the 
Mildura branch of the ADFA and has 
been succeeded by son, Warren. 

"Dad was a long-serving chairman of 
the Mildura Co-op and on the board of 
the FMIT, and he always had a dream 
that Owen and I would follow in his 
steps on those boards, and in fact that 
did happen for some time," Eddie said. 

"Now having Warren move into the 
position on the Mildura branch is nice, 
even though he's not really certain about 
his long-term plans in the industry. 

"He's taken leave from teaching for 
two years, and he loves the life and 
the tradition. "Living in his great 
grandfather's house is also a source of 
great pride for him, but the fact is he's 
had to cut his salary by at least a third, 
possibly half and with the uncertainty the 

industry is facing, his long-term plans are 
really in the lap of the gods," Eddie said. 

He said he felt more uncertain 
about the future of the industry than 
he had ever been previously. 

"I try to be optimistic and believe 
that somehow we can get through 
it but the trouble is this time 
I'm not sure how," he said. 

"The major processor appears to have 
forgotten its origins as a growers' co
operative returning as much as possible 
to grower-shareholders for their product. 

"Its focus now is on shareholders 
not growers with the result growers 
are being paid the minimum 
rather than the maximum. 

"The new startup processors need 
to be finding new markets, rather 
than undercutting Sunbeam, so they 
can afford to pay growers more. 

''There's some talk among growers now 
about establishing a new co-operative, 
to get the concept back-to-basics. 

"Despite all the market challenges and 
the problems with water we're facing, I 
guess while there is entrepreneurship 
and innovative ideas like that around 
I feel it will be tough, but there is 
reason for optimism," he said. 
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Water picture unclear, but irrigators 
urged to be positive 

The dominant topic of conversation among irrigators is the grim picture for the remainder 
of this season and the outlook for 2007-08. More than 250 growers attended a recent 
forum organised by the Sunraysia Horticultural Alliance and ADFA with the aim of putting 
the emerging situation into perspective and helping growers develop strategies. 

The River Murray system is balanced 
on a knife edge but the implications 
for irrigators will be determined by 
winter-spring inflows this year. 

River Murray Water general manager 
David Dreverman told the Murray 
Valley Irrigators' forum in December the 
extreme dry of 2006 had brought to a 
head ten years of record low inflows. 

He said the catchments had recorded 
about average rainfall in 2005 but 
because of its dry condition there 
had been below-average run-off. 

"In 2006, there was virtually no response 
at all in inflows," Mr Dreverman said. 

"Because the catchments are so 
extremely dry even if we return 
to average rainfall conditions 
tomorrow it would not mean 
average inflows," he said. 

"If rain fell in a steady event I would 
estimate we would now need about 
150-200 mm in upper catchments 
before we saw significant inflows." 

On current projections, Dartmouth 
dam is expected to be dry by 
April, whi le Hume Dam would be 
effectively empty by February. 

"Our system is based on winter
spring rainfall, with most inflows 
between June and November, and 
our dams are a buffer to those 

patterns. Dartmouth is our drought 
storage, and it's doing its job." 

Water restrictions 
Mr Dreverman said he had earlier 
been quite concerned about a 
possible period of several weeks 
of water restrictions for irrigators 
because of channel capacity issues. 

"Hopefully now we're looking at 
a possible period of restrictions 
of a few days in late February," 
Mr Dreverman said. 

"But we only need some slightly 
cooler weather or some rain events 
that will close that gap," he said. 

"But on the other hand, if we have a 
repeat of the weather of January 2006 
when we had day after day of 40-plus 
degree heat and 100 kmh winds that 
will put us into more difficult territory. " 

Mr Dreverman said the current 
drought was not unprecedented 
in the Murray Darling system. 

"The current inflow patterns are not 
that dissimilar to what we have seen 
previously in the Federation drought 
and the Second World War drought." 

But Mr Dreverman said if the dry 
conditions persist, the current event 
had the potential to be way beyond 
anything previously experienced. 

The Keynote speaker David Dreverman, 
General Manager of River Murray Water 

"If we get a repeat of 2006/07 it would be 
very grim. The probability is very low, but 
it could happen." 

He said river managers were currently 
looking at five possible inflow 
scenarios to assist planning and to 
model operations to maximise use of 
existing storages and future inflows. 

The most acute management scenarios 
included the possibility of the river drying 
next summer Mr Dreverman said. 

"At the extreme end, and it would be 
the extreme, there is that possibi lity. 

Peter Jones, Chairman, ADFA; David Dreverman, River Murray Water; Digby Jacobs, NSW Department of Natural Resources; 
Graham Robertson, Chairman, Sunraysia Horticulture Alliance; Robert Mansell, Chairman, Murray Valley Citrus Board. 



It's a very, very low probability but it's 
now in our contingency planning . 

"To reduce high evaporation 
during summer the river might be 
drained to conserve inflows, with 
water stored in weir pools." 

Mr Dreverman said other options being 
considered included disconnecting 
wetlands such as the Euston Lakes 
(saving about 50 gigalitres) , and 
changing the way Lake Victoria operates 
(saving between 100-150 gigalitres). 

Lower Murray Water communications 
manager Owen Russell said 
the lack of rain had pushed 
consumption levels to new highs. 

"We are pumping three times more 
than last season," he said. 

"It's very hard to announce what we 
are going to get next season but 
are asking our irrigator base to start 
planning for very low allocations 
at the start of the season." 

Mr Russell said the possibility of 
priority being given to the irrigation 
of permanent plantings was before 
the Victorian Government. 

forum to outline the tool-kit which can 
be modified for use by table grape and 
dried fruit growers. 

He said growers often faced difficulty 
assessing which management options 
would be most cost-effective and yield 
most water savings. 

EXAMPLE: 

Comparison of options (you must use 
your own figures and assumptions). 
Budgets must also be updated to take 
account of market prices for water, 
income and costs. 

Phil Chidgzey, General Manager ADFA, David Dreverman, General Manager, River 
Murray Water and John Tesoriero CEO, Murray Valley Citrus Board 
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Converting to drip across whole plantmgs (assumes 
capital available and here for long term). 

Option A - Sacriiice current crop Cabernet 
Sauvignon ($6,000/ha value) but keep alive at 1.5 
MUha. Saves 16 ML (4 ha saving 4MUha) 

Option B - Reduce water and crop shiraz ($6,500/ 
ha value) at 3.5 ML/ha. 

Option C - Remove Cabernet Sauvignon ($6,000/ 
ha value). 

Option D - Remove patch that is currently not 
paying ($4,000/ha value). 

Buying water 
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Broadening the horizons 
A grower trip to South Australia has 
provided food for thought for the 15 
participants from Red Cliffs Branch. 

The trip, partly subsidised by the Red 
Cliffs and Coomealla branches, was 
held in late October and was aimed at 
giving growers an insight into Sunbeam 
Food's South Australian facilities. 

The trip got off to an early start with 
15 growers packed into the mini bus 
and on their way to the Sunbeam 
/Angas Park orchard near Loxton. Farm 
Manager Bill Berends escorted the group 
around the property, pointing out the 
different varieties of apricots, peaches 
and prunes all planted for drying. 

Growers were especially interested in 
the recent plantings of newly developed 
varieties of apricots that are destined 

The apricot cutting line at Angas Park Processing & Drying Plant, Loxton 

to be mechanically harvested, an 
advancement that has seen the dried 
vine fruit industry evolve in recent times. 

The main pumping station for the Central 
Irrigation Trust at Loxton that supplies 
high pressure delivery to growers was 
the next stop on the itinerary. Pumping 
Superintendent Chas Nokes described 
how the high pressure system evolved 
and gave an overview of the innovative 
technology that had been developed 
to allow the station to run unmanned. 

Most growers did not expect such 
a high level of sophistication and 
the sheer number and size of the 
pumps and associated equipment 
was a real eye opener. 

After lunch Angas Park Plant Manager 
Trevor Henschke gave the group a 
run down of all the cutting lines and 
the sulphuring and drying processes 
at the cutting and drying facility. A 
lively discussion about the dehydration 
system followed with growers 
expressing a keen interest after the 
problems encountered last season. 

The final stop for the day before leaving 
for Angaston was a vineyard where the 
high pressure supply irrigation system 
was being used. The system was very 
simple with only a bank of filters and a 
set of section control valves. Another 
valuable advantage of the system was 
the ability to source water immediately 
if it was available when ordered. 

Fifteen growers from the Red Cliffs Branch enjoyed a wondetiul and insightful trip to South 
Australia to visit Sunbeam Foods' facilities. 
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The second day of the tour saw a 
rather efficient and effective decamp 
of the motel considering the amount 
of effort that was put into the previous 
day's adventures and the well 
lubricated, in-depth discussions that 
continued well into the evening. 

The first stop was the Angas Park 
packing plant where the Operations 
Manager Peter Manning split the 
group in three to allow for effective 
communication and better access 
to what is a very compact plant. 

The group was surprised by the number 
of production lines and the variety of 
equipment. We saw the cello pack 
lines, vine fruit, prune and tree fruit 
processing lines, 40 gram line, prune 
de seeder, premixing and blending lines 
and the facilities for re sulphuring. 

This part of the tour was well worth 
the trip interstate and everybody 
came away with a better appreciation 
of what is involved in the value 
adding end of the supply chain. 

The day concluded with a leisurely lunch 
at the Birdwood car museum and a stop 
at Henschke's winery on the way home. 

The tour was a great success with 
all 15 growers having a wonderful 
time and coming away with a better 
understanding of the dried tree fruit 
industry and greater awareness of the 
extent of Sunbeam Foods processing 
and value adding activities. 

As a result the Red Cliffs branch intends 
to make the grower tour an annual 
event with visits to different industries 
and production areas each time. 



Menindee trip looks at 
drought strategies 
Members of the Merbein branch of 
the Australian Dried Fruit Association 
(ADFA) have gained an insight 
into how irrigators on the Darling 
River are coping with poor water 
quality and low water allocations. 

On 25 October a group of growers 
and industry participants visited 
Menindee, with the first stop at Laurie 
and Kay Strachan's Darling River 
property at Tulney Point. With the 
Strachan's being above the Murray 
weir pool they were pumping out of 
pooled water and using bore water. 
The couple was hoping there would 
soon be some more water reaching 
them from releases further up stream. 

The convoy then pulled into Alan 
Whyte's property where the group 
was treated to a tour and description 
of Alan's sophisticated fertigation 
system. To cope with highly-saline 
river water Alan uses sulphuric acid 
to control the pH level and mixes the 
river water with bore water to reduce 
salinity levels. Alan built the fertigation 
and telemetry systems himself, saving 
many thousands of dollars compared 
to buying commercial systems. 

After a quick lunch at Pooncarie the 
party headed to the Australian Table 
Grape property at Menindee to view 
highly-organised packing and cooling 
rooms. The scale of the operation was 
amazing with the factory-like packing 
shed capable of packing one semi
trailer load of table grapes per hour. 

A visit to the Menindee Lakes system 
highlighted the severity of the water 

supply situation for the lower Darling 
River. Lake Menindee was completely 
dry, along with other lakes in the system 
except for Lake Pamamaroo which 
supplies Broken Hill's water. To supply 
Broken Hill's 10,000 megalitre water 
allocation approximately 250,000mL of 
water needs to be stored in the lakes 
system to allow for evaporation losses. 
At the time of the visit, only 250mL 
per day was being released out of the 
lakes system into the Darling River. 

That night the group stayed at the 
Menindee Hotel and dined at the 
Maiden's Hotel, where in 1860-Robert 
O 'Hara Burke and William John Wills 
assembled and organised their supplies 
for their ill-fated trip into the unknown. 
The next morning Shane Phillips of 
Tandou Farms hosted a tour of the 
company's apricot operation. Fortunately 
the apricot harvest was in full swing and 
the tour took in both the harvesting and 
packing operations. Apart from apricots, 
Tandou is also growing wine grapes, 
some apples and other fruit trees. 

Travelling home the convoy called 
into Keith Forster 's property which is 
situated north of Wentworth on the 
Darling Anabranch. Keith explained the 
nearly-completed Anabranch pipeline 
project which has been built to replace 
the channel system that supplies 
approximately 3000mL of water for 
stock and domestic users along the 
Anabranch. The old channel system 
required 50,000mL of water to supply 
this 3000mL so the pipelining will result 
in significant water savings, improve 

Outlet regulator of Lake Cawndilla high and dry. 

Changing of 
the guard at 
Mildura branch 
A full changing of the guard of the 
Mildura Branch of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association (ADFA) following the 
branch Annual General Meeting held in 
mid-November. 

Young members have stepped up to 
the challenge and taken on the various 
office bearing roles. 

Leading the charge will be branch 
Chairman Warren Lloyd supported 
by Deputy Chairman Rodney Trigg, 
Secretary Ashley Johnstone and 
Treasurer Geoff Syme 

The new leadership group also 
confirmed that the branch would put its 
main focus on economic and business 
performance issues and seek to improve 
the viability and future prospects of 
growers who are committed to the 
Australian dried grape industry. 

the quality of water for users and allow 
environmental flows in future years. 

This very successful trip helped those 
taking part gain some appreciation of 
the issues which need to be considered 
if similar allocation and quality issues 
are in faced in other districts in future. 

A special thanks should go to Richard 
Wells for organising a smooth-running 
and action-packed trip. To assist with the 
planning and communication of future 
events organised by the committee 
interested Merbein ADFA members should 
contact Stephen Bennett on 0408 105 580 
or email to stephenbennett@bigpond.com 
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Clyne foods focuses on quality 
Dried grape processor Clyne Foods has 
made a one million dollar investment 
to improve processing and packaging 
at its Warracknabeal plant. 

New equipment and more staff training 
are aimed at lifting quality in processing 
and packaging and improving the 
company's prospects of entering niche 
markets, both in Australia and overseas. 

Clyne Foods is committed to producing 
the highest quality all-Australian dried 
fruit in the retail and bulk markets in a 
real effort to value add and in the medium 

_, .. 
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term, to increase sales and return an 
increased farm gate price to growers. 

The project has received a $200,000 
Federal Government grant as part 
of the fourth round of assistance in 
the Regional Australia Program for 
small and medium food-processing 
companies. The program aims to 
stimulate regional economic activity, by 
adding value to agrifood products before 
they leave rural and regional Australia. 

The first stage of the Clyne Foods 
upgrade will be to install new rising 

cleated conveyors and additional three
stage fast ridd ling screens. The new 
equipment will reduce the amount of 
stalks and blobs entering the extraction 
fans and cap-stemming machine. 

The second stage is to install a second 
laser-sorter to further reduce unwanted 
material entering the packing room. The 
laser-sorter will be the most modern 
currently in use in food-processing 
lines in the world. It will be imported 
from Belgium and installed th is month, 
allowing all dried fruit on the processing 
line to pass through two laser sorters to 
greatly improve quality for end users. 

The project is expected to be 
completed soon allowing Clyne Foods 
to produce dried fruits for Australia 
and overseas retail and bulk markets 
at the highest quality possible. 

Clyne Foods is committed to 
employing local people and continues 
to train staff in processing and 
food-handling procedures. 

Clyne Foods retai l packs of dried fruit 
can now be purchased from independent 
supermarkets across Victoria, South 
Australia and Queensland. 

Expectations for 2007 
Clyne Foods management team will soon 
be holding an information night to inform 
grower-suppliers of receival expectations 
for season 2007. The company will also 
outline its vision for moving forward for 
the future, into value-added markets. 

Clyne Foods will be encouraging all of 
its grower-suppliers to become approved 
suppliers through the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association program. Clyne Foods' 
purchasing manager Barry Bottams can 
assist with the necessary farm audits. 

Growers can greatly assist Clyne Foods 
in producing the best quality Australian 
dried fruit by being alert at harvest 
time. The company is increasing its 
emphasis on the need for attention to 
farm-gate practices in delivering dried 
vine fruit at below 13% and reducing 
blobs. There will be increased deductions 
of up to 1 00% this season for fruit not 
meeting these two quality areas. 

Clyne Foods will be supplying to grower
suppliers Mandatory Chemical Spray 
Diaries for use in the growing season 
as part of the quality chain of supply. 

For additional information for farm 
quality concerns and supply please 
contact Barry Bottams 0428 214 477. 



Quality the key to better prices 

I hope you all had 
a good Christmas 
and great new year. 
By now the harvest 
will be almost 
over for northern 
Australian growers 
and southern and 
western growers 
will be in their 

~-.. ___ _..JI..__~ final preparations 
ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott for harvest. 

Quality 
At this time of the year it is important 
to reinforce the need to have high 
quality fruit in the market. Early reports 
from the northern states indicate an 
oversupply of low quality fruit and 
this had driven the price down. 

Again it is worth reminding growers 
that consumer research tells us 
that if a consumer purchases poor 
quality fruit, it is up to eight weeks 
before that consumer buys again. 
So it is imperative that good quality 
fruit is out there in the market. 

Poor quality hurts you financially and 
makes it hard for the grower who 
does produce good quality. There 
needs to be consistency in the quality 
of fruit on sale to consumers. 

The Western Australian (WA) code 
of practice is a good example of how 
to achieve consistent good quality 
fruit amongst growers. Whilst WA 
has legislation in place to enforce 
good quality fruit, growers from other 
states should restrain themselves from 
releasing their grapes on the market 
too early. Better quality fruit will always 
bring greater returns and improve 
market expectations in the long run. 

Action Partnership Program 
The Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) Board has commenced its 
Action Partnership program. A three day 
workshop was held in Melbourne. The 
first day was on behavioural science 
training, looking at how one operates, 
how others can best understand that 
person and how to work co-operatively 
with them. The following two days 
were on corporate governance 
training. Corporate governance 

plays a pivotal role in any Board and 
it is essential that all ATGA Board 
members have a full understanding 
of their roles and responsibilities. The 
recent case of the Australian Wheat 
Board is prime example of this. 

The objective of the Action Partnership 
program is to improve the profitability, 
sustainability, competitiveness, resilience 
and self-reliance of the industry. The 
next phase of the program will be 
to engage young growers across 
Australia to participate in training to 
enhance their skills and to network 
them in communication processes. 
This will enable the development 
of strong relationships designed 
to boost the industry's leadership, 
communication and business skills, and 
to reinforce the industry's reputation 
for producing high-quality fruit. 

Promotions 
The ATGA domestic promotions 
campaign administered by Horticulture 
Australia Limited (HAL) is our cover 
story (page 6) this edition. The campaign 
was launched in November in time to 
promote the early fruit from northern 
Australia, and was a great success. 

Research shows that many consumers 
are recognising last season's theme 
'grape time. Anytime' and this year's 
campaign will build on this theme. 

Market access 
The ATGA continues to work strongly 
on market access into Asian countries. 

Federal Minister Peter McGauran 
personally delivered the response to 
pests and disease concerns to China 
in September and we are waiting to 
hear from them. It is important that we 
continue to develop close relationship 
with China on a regular basis in 
order to maintain the momentum that 
has been developed to date. 

A delegation from Japan visited 
Sunraysia recently as part of the bi
lateral negotiations between Australia 
and Japan. The Japanese were 
mainly interested in fruit fly controls 
and measures. The ATGA organised 

a fruit fly road block and visits to fruit 
fly traps throughout the district. 

Feedback from the Japanese indicated 
that they were very impressed 
with what they observed. Further 
information can be found on page 11. 

Communications 
The ATGA recently conducted a series of 
annual levy payer's forums in all grape 
growing states. It was disappointing 
that attendance in some regions was 
poor; however, those growers that did 
attend said the forum was informative 
and gave them the opportunity to gain 
a better understanding of the workings 
of HAL and the operations of the 
ATGA. A few issues were raised and 
feedback on those will be followed up. 

Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed 

The ATGA has recently become a 
member of Plant Health Australia 
(PHA) in order to become a 
signatory to the Emergency Plant 
Pest Response Deed (EPPRD). 

This deed is a contractual partnership 
between the Federal Government and 
horticulture industries. It has been 
established so there is a process 
in place to compensate growers 
should there be an incursion of any 
exotic pest or disease. Currently 
there is no mechanism in place to 
compensate growers should there 
be any financial hardship due to an 
incursion of any pest or disease. 

By signing the deed the ATGA will have 
an equal say in the reimbursement 
costs to growers if the circumstances 
arises. Information sessions on the 
deed will be held in the New Year. 

Levies 
All growers are reminded that the 
national levy is to be collected at 
the first point of sale. The onus is on 
the purchaser to collect and remit 
the levy as per the regulations. 

Be reminded that the levy is an 
investment in the future of our industry 
and the research and development 
component is matched dollar for dollar 
by the Federal Government to further 
the competitveness of our industry. 



Imports of dried grapes 

Dried grape imports are continuing 
at well below last year's levels. 

However it is worth noting 
Sultana imports jumped to 1848 
tonnes in October alone. 

Figures for the eight months 
to 31 October 2006: 

• Total imports 

• Currants 

• Sultanas 

9322tonnes 

1398tonnes 

5997tonnes 

• Other dried grapes 1926 tonnes 

Total imports are down 6387 tonnes 
(41%) on previous year levels, 
Currants are down 608 tonnes (31%), 
Sultanas are down 4971 tonnes 
(46%) and imports of other varieties 
are also down 807 tonnes (30%). 

Biosecurity- Plant 
Health Australia 

ADFA has had its application approved 
to become a member of Plant Health 
Australia. As a result, ADFA has also 
recently become a signatory to the 
Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed 
(EPPRD) or cost sharing deed. This 
ensures the dried grape industry can be 
involved in decision-making and eligibility 
for owner re-imbursement of costs. 

ADFA attended a number of PHA 
meetings held in Canberra on Thursday 
26 October 2006. These included: 

• PHA Annual Meeting 

• Members meeting on the Emergency 
Plant Pest Response Deed (EPPRD) 

• Plant Industry Forum 

A key outcome of the Industry Forum 
was a call for PHA to help with the 
development of pest-specific case studies 
to address concerns regarding the wider 
industry awareness of processes for 
decision-making under the Deed and 
the potential for serious pests to achieve 
National Management Group approval. 

At the PHAAnnual General Meeting the 
Chairman presented the 2005/06 Annual 
Report and members also received 
a company performance update for 
2006/07 and an outline of member plant 
health priorities for 2007/08. Copies of 
the Chairman's address, Annual Report 
and other presentations are available 
for download from the PHA website: 
www.planthealthaustralia.com.au. 

At the Deed Meeting, three new 
signatories were approved. These 
included : The Almond Board of 
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Australia Inc., The Australian Dried 
Fruits Association Inc. and the Cherry 
Growers' of Australia Inc. These join the 
Australian Government, all State and 
Territory Governments and 15 other 
industry bodies as Deed signatories. 

ADFA centenary this year 

Just a reminder that as ADFA will be 
1 00 years old this year, the organisation 
will be undertaking a number of special 
activities this year. These will include a 
Centenary Dinner in July and a special 
centenary publication based largely on 
historical photos and other material. 

We would like to hear from any readers 
who have any memorabilia including old 
records, diaries or photos that they feel 
might be of interest to ADFA members 
and the broader community. You would 
need to be willing to loan these to ADFA 
for possible use in the publication, 
with appropriate acknowledgement. 

Marketing update 

ADFNSunbeam Foods Consultative 
Committee -was due to meet in mid 
December 2006 to discuss factors 
affecting the world and Australian 
market situations and the immediate 
outlook for dried grapes. ADFA wi ll 
communicate any important market 
information to growers through this 
publication and the general media. 

Anti-dumping action- a meeting 
involving ADFA, Sunbeam Foods 
and an anti-dumping policy specialist 
was due to be held in mid December 
2006 to discuss a range of issues 
related to an anti-dumping action 
against Greek dried grape imports. 

Industry Partnership Program - ADFA 
is seeking appropriately experienced 
consultants to undertake projects related 
to alternative marketing options and 
conduct of market research (particularly 
related to unique varieties such as 
Carina currants and Sunmuscats). 

NFF update 

The environment 

Federal Minister for Environment and 
Heritage, Senator The Hon ian Campbell 
recently released the State of the 
Environment 2006 report. For agriculture, 
the key messages were positive and, 
importantly, throw further weight behind 
NFF's Natural Resource Management 
Environmental Stewardship agenda. 

The need for Government to consider 
alternative stewardship arrangements, 
including market mechanisms, was a key 

outcome. The report found that it's not 
just the job of rural and regional Australia 
to look after the environment but, rather, 
"as environmental services are needed 

and valued by all, they must be paid for 
by all". The report can be found at http:// 
www.deh.gov.au/soe/2006/index.html. 

Climate change 

The NFF has publicly proclaimed 

agriculture's need to be fully engaged 
in the climate change debate, 
recognising the issue potentially poses 
the greatest threat to the sector. NFF's 
position was lauded by the Australian 
Conservation Foundation, among 
others. NFF's climate change media 

release is available online at: http:// 
www.nff.org.au/pages/nr061098.html, 
along with NFF's statement on water 
management and measuring at: http:!/ 
www. nff.org.au/pages/nr06/099.html. 

Horticulture code of conduct 

NFF has been advised that the 
Horticulture Code of Conduct will 
not be tabled in federal Parliament 
before the end of 2006, but will be 
introduced in the first sitting period in 
February 2007. NFF has received a 
preliminary copy of the draft regulations, 

outlining the details of the Code. 

Collective bargaining changes 

Draft regulations for the Trade Practices 
Legislation Amendment Bill (The Dawson 
Bill) have been released. They included 
appropriate thresholds that should apply 
for the notification of collective bargaining 

for specific industries. The collective 
bargaining notification tool will be 
available to businesses with transactions 
less than $3 million in any 12-month 
period with a specific target company. 

The Federal Government has 
acknowledged that some industries 

with high turnover and low margins 
(such as agricultural commodities) may 
have businesses exceeding this limit. 
Therefore, they are seeking feedback 
on which industries should have 
higher thresholds. Poultry farming , pig 
farming, dairy farming and fruit growing 
are already under consideration for 
receiving a higher $5 million threshold 
- NFF is seeking to extend this 

range of agricultural commodities. 

Also confirmed within the regulations 
is the cost of collective bargaining 
notification, set at $1000. 



Prepare now for forthcoming season 

~ If you are 
considering 

trellis drying 
this season 

and do not 
have access to the 

special ised equipment required, such 
as a wetting machine, harvester and 
dehydrator, contractors are available. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) can provide members with 
a list of contractors who carry out all 
operations associated with trellis drying. 
Growers are encouraged to request 
and use this information to make 
their choice of contractors easier. 

It is advisable to make arrangements 
with contractors now to help prevent 
frustration and ovoid disappointment 
when last minute planning means that 
contractors are not available when 
required. Such delays can jeopardise 
the quality and grade of the fruit that you 
have worked all season to produce. 

Contractors who are not listed with the 
ADFA should contact the organisation 
to have their business included. 

Potential entry of 
contaminants into fruit 
Consumers buying dried fruit or products 
containing dried fruit expect to buy fruit 
free of all contaminants. This expectation 
of purchasing contaminant-free fruit 

is increasing and the tolerance to any 
contaminants is rapidly decreasing. 

Growers shou ld be aware of 
the importance of keeping 
contaminants out of fruit delivered 
to the processors in order to meet 
our customers' expectations. 

Charges imposed by the processors 
on detected contaminants in fruit are 
high. However, by adopting good 
management practices to eliminate or 
reduce the risk of entry of contaminants 
these charges can be avoided. 

Now is the time to look at the 
range of potential contaminants 
and how they enter your crop. 

Spiked weed seeds, snails and stones 
are a major concern. Sources of 
each of these contaminants should 
be assessed and corrective action 
taken to prevent contamination 
through the drying process. 

For example, young Gentle Annie 
plants growing in the vine rows 
should be killed by spraying or 
cultivating rather than letting them 
grow and set seed and potentially 
contaminate crops during harvest. 

Stones seem to be an ever increasing 
problem for processors. Growers should 
look for the possible points of entry of 
stones into fruit and make appropriate 
changes in the way fruit, buckets, 
machinery and bins are handled 
throughout the production process to 
eliminate the chances of contamination. 

Contractor's wetting machines are suitable for most properties. 

Harvest labour requirements 
It is not too early to register your 
harvest labour requirements. To register 
your labour needs call MADEC's 
(Mildura and District Educational 
Council) local harvest labour office 
or the National Harvest Labour 
Information Service on 1800 062 332. 

At the moment there is an abundance 
of labour, especially backpackers, 
looking for seasonal work and there 
are not enough jobs registered with the 
harvest labour offices or on the website. 

On-site accommodation or camping 
facilities is especially important for 
growers in outlying areas as not all the 
seasonal workers have transportation. 

Advanced Training 
and Skills Program 
The AD FA's Advanced Training and 
Skills Program continues to present 
the most up-to-date information 
regarding dried grape production and 
management by bringing to grower 
participants a range of experts from the 
various aspects of vine production. 

The program includes 10 workshops 
run over 12 months. Each workshop 
involves the program's facilitator and 
expert presenters as well as a field trip 
relevant to the time of season and the 
subject of the workshop. Growers benefit 
from the strong interaction and exchange 
of ideas throughout the workshops. 

Strong networks have been formed 
amongst those who have participated 
in this and previous programs and 
these linkages should have long 
term benefits into the future. 

The training program is registered with 
Farmbis Victoria and South Australia. 
In 2006/07 the net cost to growers from 
Victoria and NSW was $500 plus GST. 

The current program has 14 
participants, one of whom is a 
processor representative. 

Expressions of interest (EO/) are 
now being sought from growers 
who wish to attend this training 
program in 2007/08. EO/ forms can 
be obtained from the ADFA office. 

2007 harvest 
The ADFA wishes all growers a 
trouble-free and easy harvest with 
yields of good quality fruit and 
better returns to the growers. 
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New legislation for contractors 
The Independent Contractors Bill 
2006 and the Workplace Relations 
Legislation Amendment (Independent 
Contractors) Bill 2006 have now 
been passed by the Parliament. 

This legislation will protect the 
rights of independent contractors 
and allow them to choose the form 
of working arrangements that best 
suits their particular needs. 

Other amendments have also been 
passed which will improve the operation 
of the Workplace Relations Act. These 
reforms will generally come into effect 
on Royal Assent, however, some of 
them will have retrospective operation. 

Independent contractor 
reforms 

The Independent Contractors Bill will: 

• Override state and territory 
laws which deem independent 
contractors as employees depriving 
them of their choice to work as 
independent contractors. 

• Strengthen and clarify the 
government's commitment to 
ensuring that existing outworker 
protections are preserved. This is 
in line with the recommendations of 
the Senate Employment, Workplace 
Relations and Education Committee. 

• Provide a fairer and more 
accessible national unfair 

contracts review mechanism 
for independent contractors. 

• Maintain existing protections 
for owner-drivers in New South 
Wales and Victoria, the only two 
States where such legislation 
currently operates. A review will 
be undertaken with a view to 
achieving nation wide consistency 
of these types of laws in 2007. 

The Workplace Relations Legislation 
Amendment (Independent Contractors) 
Bill 2006 will prohibit sham 
arrangements. Penalties will apply 
to employers who knowingly seek to 
disguise employment relationships as 
independent contracting arrangements. 
The Office of Workplace Services will 
have jurisdiction to investigate and 
enforce these penalties on behalf 
of employees. An employer who is 
found to be in breach of any of these 
provisions can be fined up to $33,000. 

The Government has allocated $15 
million over four years for the purposes 
of compliance and education. 

The independent contractor reforms 
are expected to commence in the 
first quarter of 2007. There will be 
a three year transitional period to 
give business and workers time 
to adjust to the new legislation 

Amendments to the 
Workplace Relations Act 1996 

PACKAGING 
'NET CURTAINS' 

,.=..==....=::==;;... __ ______, Table Grape 
Growers I 

These relate to: 

• Protecting employee redundancy 
entitlements. These amendments 
will preserve agreement-based 
redundancy provisions for a maximum 
period of 12 months after a workplace 
agreement is terminated unilaterally 
by an employer with 90 days notice. 

• Accrual of annual and personal! 
carer's leave and the payment 
rule for personal/carer's leave, 
compassionate leave and leave 
for pregnant employees who 
cannot be transferred to a safe 
job. These amendments will: 

• Clarify that annual and personal! 
carer 's leave under the Australian 
Fair Pay and Conditions 
Standard will accrue on the 
basis of a 38 hour week. 

• Make the payment rules for personal/ 
carer's leave, compassionate leave 
and leave for pregnant employees 
who cannot be transferred to 
a safe job consistent with the 
payment rule for annual leave 
(that is, payable at the employee's 
basic periodic rate of pay). 

• Right to stand down employees. 
The amendment provides a right for 
employers to stand down employees 
without pay, in one or more of the 
following circumstances: strike; 
break down in machinery or work 
stoppage for which the employer 
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cannot reasonably be 
held responsible. These 
amendments are based on 
provisions that previously 
applied in Victoria and 
arrangements that exist 
in numerous federal 
awards and agreements 
(including union collective 
agreements). In addition, 
there are significant new 
remedies to prevent 
employer misuse of the 
stand down provisions. 

• Cashing out personal/ 
carer's leave. The 

amendments enable 
employees and employers 
to agree to cash out 
personal carer's leave that 
has accrued pursuant to 
the Australian Fair Pay 
and Conditions Standard. 
An employee is able to 
cash out any amount of 
personal/carer's leave, 
provided that (for full-time 
employees working a 
38-hour week) at least 15 
days remain available after 
cashing out and a number 
of other conditions are met. 

Strategic plan for 
horticulture 
A two million dollar strategic 
vision will be developed 
for Australia's horticultural 
industry this year. 

The Federal Government has 
announced $900,000 in funding 
for the project, which is to be 
matched by industry funds. 

The bulk of industry 
contributions have already 
been pledged, with 
supermarkets, wholesalers, 
central markets, managed 
investment schemes, grower 
levies and Horticulture 
Australia all contributing . 

HAL will manage the 
development of an industry 
plan for the whole of 
horticulture, to guide 
industry and each sector 
of the supply chain, from 
grower to consumer. 

The Federal Agricu lture 
Minister Peter McGauran said 
the plan was not a knee-jerk 
response to recent difficulties 
including drought, frost and 
the loss of market access. 

It was a strategic initiative 
as horticulture faced both 
substantial growth in 
production in some sectors, 
and increasing competition 
from low-cost labor countries. 

HAL managing director 
John Webster said detailed 
planning for the project 
was already underway. 

The project will examine: 

• Horticulture's preparedness 

HAL managing director, John 
Webster. 

for he increase in export 
focus, with market 
access and export 
marketing key factors 

• Increased concentration 
on identifying and meeting 
consumer needs with 
complementary marketing 
through the supply sector 

• Improving quality, 
consistency and reliability 

• Arrangements between 
different elements of 
the supply chain 

• Improving the efficiency and 
sustainabi lity of participants 

• Investment and direction of 
Research and Development 
and marketing resources. 

The Minister will appoint 
a leadership group for 
the project early this year, 
including representatives 
from all horticultural sectors. 
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Table grape decision-time on fruit fly 
Proposed new arrangements to 
manage fruit fly in the Sunraysia and 
Robinvale areas are expected to boost 
the table grape industry's prospects 
of accessing new Asian markets. 

The push for a restructure of current fruit 
fly control arrangements in the Murray 
Valley came after a 2004 Thai trade 
delegation visit that resulted in Area 
Freedom status for the SA Riverland. 

Sunraysia and Robinvale are 
currently part of the Murray Valley 
Fruit Fly Exclusion Zone (FFEZ) 
-a region running the length of the 
Murray from North East Victoria 
to the South Australian border. 

Sunraysia table grape, stone fruit and 
citrus exporters have become frustrated 
at their diminishing chances of Area 
Freedom status as the number of fruit 
fly outbreaks in the Eastern end of the 
zone (North East Victoria) increases. 

It is believed future applications for area 
freedom will be viewed in a better light 
if production areas are zoned more 
tightly, and defined production areas 
are established. It is also expected 
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smaller zones will be more likely to 
remain fruit fly free for 12 months 
compared to the larger FFEZ. 

The Fruit Fly Pest-Free Area Proposal 
(PFA) proposes to separate the region 
from Barham to Mildura into a new 
separate Pest Free Area, provided 
the Robinvale area remains pest-
free until March. The total area will 
then have remained free of single 
fruit flies over a 12 months period, 
which is a qualification for area free 
status for a number of countries. 

The new arrangements will continue to 
operate as part of the greater FFEZ, and 
promotional and deterrent programs will 
continue to operate on a zone-wide basis. 

The Department of Primary Industries 
Victoria is keen to start the project as 
soon as possible and has received 
support and a commitment to industry 
co-funding from both the citrus and 
Swan Hill summer fruits industries. 

The table grape industry is keen 
to capitalise on the likely market 
access benefits that will flow from the 
plan, but has yet to commit to co-

funding. The plan will be put before 
the Industry Advisory Committee 
to be funded as a major project. 

The Project Implementation Manager 
Spencer Field will carry out further 
discussions with the table grape 
industry to look at funding options, 
and to secure a sound commitment 
for table grape industry co-funding. 
The DPI has offered support if the 
industry wants to consider a legislated, 
regionally-based, compulsory levy. 

The Department of Primary Industries 
requires a firm commitment from the 
table grape industry before a decision will 
be made to include the Robinvale area. 

Options 

Currently, three possible options 
are being considered: 

Option 1 - One PFA proposal 

(Preferred option) 

Proceed with the one new PFA (Mildura
Barham) on the basis that agreement 
can be reached with the table grape 
industry on a suitable level of funding 



Table 1: Options for industry co-funding for pest free areas. 

Ytl Yr3 -- $45,168 .... $5,435 

t/11117 $12,323 -- $62,926 

Yr1 

$0 

$2,105 

$23,262 

$25,367 

$21,048 

$0 

$35,193 

$39,988 

Yr1 

$0 

$23,262 

$23,262 

for the project. Under this option, co
funding allocations can form a basis for 
funding requirements between the three 
industry groups. A single PFA will allow 
some cost-savings, but requires table 
grape industry involvement. Goslings 
for Option 1 are still being finalised. 

Option 2- Three PFA proposal 
(Fallback position) 
Proceed with the three separate PFAs on 
the basis that agreement can be reached 
with the table grape industry on a suitable 
level of funding for the project. Under this 
option, co-funding allocations can form a 
basis for funding requirements between 
the three industry groups. (Table 1 ). 

A major benefit of having three co-
joining PFAs is the option to roll these 
into one single greater Sunraysia PFA 
should the opportunity arise down the 
track. For example, should the total 
area remain free of single fruit flies 
over a 12 months period, which is a 
qualification for area free status for a 
number of countries. Having a single 

Yr3 

$0 

$4,875 

$52,233 

$57,107 

Yr3 

$31,388 

$48,746 

$0 

$80,134 

Yr3 

$99,900 

$16,302 

$116,202 

Yr3 

$0 

$69,098 

$69,098 

PFA would allow some cost savings for 
all parties but it does require all three 
industries to be part of the project. 

Option 3 - Two PFA proposal 
(Non-preferred position) 
Proceed with only two PFAs based on 
Mildura (citrus) and Swan Hill (stone 
fruit and citrus). This would mean 
current levels of fruit fly monitoring and 
control in the Robinvale area would be 
maintained but the area could not be 
declared under legislation to enable the 
additional preventative and compliance 
activities, such as signage, awareness 
or roadblock programs, necessary 
for a PFA. Without PFA status, table 
grape growers in the Robinvale area 
would likely have reduced market 
access opportunities for their produce 
under area freedom arrangements. 

Table 1 shows the Option 2 costs to 
the citrus and stone fruit industries 
of maintaining separate Mildura and 
Swan Hill PFAs, should table grapes 
not be able to fund their share of the 

project. This option increases the 
financial contributions required of 
stone fruit and citrus in particular to 
implement the proposed program. 

Next steps 
Given clear support from citrus 
and stone fruit groups and the 
expectation that they will give formal 
support, aspects of the project are 
now being implemented, including 
preparations necessary for the 
advertising and appointment of 
a project manager. Mr Field will 
assume this role until a project 
manager is formally approached. 

Other actions underway are: 

• . Further consultations with the 
ATGA and with the NSW DPI 

• The preparation of a draft 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU), which will need to be 
considered and agreed (signed) 
by all project stakeholders. The 
MOU will define how the project 
is to be managed and the agreed 
cost sharing arrangements 

• Proceeding with the declaration 
of pest free area status 
under NSW and Victorian 
legislation for the PFAs 

• Preliminary mapping out of 
districts for establishment of 
potential PFAs and consultation 
with various parties on the make 
up of management committees 

While a four year horizon is provided 
for in the current budget calculations, 
it is envisaged that the arrangements 
put in place in the early years will 
need to be continued to ensure long 
term market access. DPI intends to 
continue to support similar co-funding 
principles to those set in years 3 and 4 
of the project but this would be subject 
to appropriate industry consultation. 

Biosecurity Austral ia has been 
engaged in project discussions 
regarding negotiations for market 
access and will have a role on the 
project steering or regional committee. 

While all major project stakeholders 
can encourage the funding support 
of other host industries, such as 
tomatoes, the project scope will cover 
the three major export industries 
in the first instance so as to avoid 
further delays in implementation. 
DPI believes that the views of 
major contributing stakeholder 
industries should predominate 
in devising the PFA zoning. 



The changing face of agri-food and 
implications for the dried fruit industry 

The Australian dried fruits industry 
has been urged to adopt a new 
business approach to ensure its 
sustainability into the future. 

Horticultural consultant and strategist, 
David McKinna, told the ADFA marketing 
forum held several months ago that 
global competition was maintaining 
steady downward pressure on prices and 
warned the industry could not expect 
price it:~creases for commodity lines. 

Mr McKinna said the industry 
should be considering two basic 
competitive strategies: 

• Lowering costs so as to be profitable 
at world parity prices, and 

• Developing unique and differentiated 
products that can sustain premium 
pricing through innovation 
and intellectual property. 

Mr McKinna was one of three 
keynote speakers at the Marketing 
Forum. The others were Mick Keogh, 
Executive Director of the Australian 
Farm Institute and Andrew Mitchell, 
General Manager Consumer 
Products, Sunbeam Foods Pty Ltd. 

Each of the speakers outlined 
their views on changing 
consumer and market trends. 

Mr McKinna said cheap imports 
were eroding traditional markets 

as supermarkets and others 
turned more to global sourcing. 

Australian supermarkets now account 
for about 80% of food and grocery 
sales and Mr McKinna said they were 
seeking to develop their own private 
label products. He said the result was 
reduced shelf space for other brands. 

Changing household habits were also 
having an impact, with a decline in 
cooking skills and 'at home' cooking. 

Some of the marketing opportunities 
available to the Australian dried 
fruits industry included: 

• Aiming to supply at the high 
end premium markets 

• Further development of the 
healthy snack market 

• Developing dried fruit 
based functional food 

• Further developing organics and 
low chemical production systems 

• Responding to the Middle 
Eastern cuisine trend 

• Product differentiation through : new 
varieties, processing techniques, 
packaging and branding 

Mr McKinna suggested a range of 
potential strategies for taking up 
these opportunities including: 

• Continuous improvement 
in cost reduction 

Horticultural consultant and strategist, 
David McKinna. 

• Building scale, alliances, 
clusters, corporate farms 

• New and differentiated varieties 

• Product development and innovation 

• Food service 

• Hi tech ingredient products 

• Global all iances 

• Off-shore processing 

• Developing the organic sector 

Key messages for the Australian industry 

"A Revolution in the Nailing of Grape Covers" 
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from Mr McKinna included the need 
to be prepared to embrace change 
and become a true global player or be 
run-over by globalisation. Further, the 
industry needed to build economies 
of scale in production and continue 
to drive costs out of the production 
process to allow improved profitability 
at lower prices. Mr McKinna said it 
was also vital that the industry must 
continue to innovate and develop 
new and differentiated varieties. 

Food service trends 
A progressively more diverse consumer 
is creating a highly complex and 
globalised marketplace. David 
McKinna believes, though, the 
horticultural sector must adapt to meet 
growth in the food service sector. 

• Food service is consistently 
growing much faster than retail 

• Big players are emerging 
eg. Spotless, Eurest, 
Delaware North, Qantas 

• The fastest-growing sector is cafes 
e.g. coffee, tea, snacks, franchises 

• Health food and juices are strong 

• There is strong growth in Asian 
and Middle Eastern foods 

• Outsourcing and purchase of finished 
products saves costs and labor 

• An ageing population means 
rapid growth in hospital 
and aged care sectors 

Globalisation of 
the food sector 
• 'Mega' global food companies 

now strategically located 

• 'Mega' global brands 
eg. Nestle, Sunkist 

• Global supermarkets 

• Global sourcing 

• Global consumers 

• Seamless and timeless 
communication 

• Highly mobile trans-national capital 

• Linked and closed global 
supply chains. 

• Global convergence of 
quality and product integrity 
standards. (eg. EurepGAP) 

• Trade barriers rapidly 
being dismantled 

The realities of globalisation 
Mr McKinna said successful industries 
needed to be globally aligned. 

• Australia needs to be globally 
competitive to survive 

• Australia faces strong competition 
from new, emerging competitors 
with significantly lower labour costs 

• Increasing competition from imports 

• In most horticultural categories, 
Australia is not cost-competitive 

• Australia must be globally integrated 
with off-shore processing and trading 

Australia's declining 
competitiveness 
Mr McKinna believed Australia could 
compete only by having higher 
value, differentiated products. 

He said Australian industries suffered 
from a strong Australian dollar, high 
labor costs, high input costs, high-
cost freight with poor availability, and 
a lack of economies of scale. He said 
aggressive competition from new world 
countries also posed challenges as well 
as Australia's terms of trade currently 
being driven by the resources boom. 

The competition 
Australian horticulture faces 
competition from countries including: 
China, South Africa, South America, 
Turkey, Greece, Iran, New Zealand, 
South East Asia and Thailand 

The evolving consumer 
Horticultural consultant and 
strategist, David McKinna says 
today's consumer is so diverse it is 
difficult for marketers to read. But 
some of his observations include: 

• Lifestyle changes mean 
consumers are busy with little 
time for food preparation 

• They are cosmopolitan 
with diverse ethnicity 

• About half of all homes in Australia 
now have two people or less 

• People have a record high level of 
debt and other fixed commitments 

• High petrol prices mean there is less 
disposable income for consumption 

• Many consumers are 
anxious but assertive 

• Consumers are brand 
conscious, but not loyal 

• Consumers are information hungry 
- the web has driven this 

Evolving food trends 
'Meat and three veg' has given over 

to a whole new menu selection. 

The weekly Australian menu now 
includes: Pasta, stir fry, noodles, 
warm salads, sushi , curry, tapas 
or antipasto, fusion food (eg. 'East 

meets west') and authentic ethnic 
(eg. Asian, Middle Eastern). 

What drives consumer 
purchases? 
In order for products to sell, they 
must deliver on at least three 
of the following: Taste/appetite 
appeal/enjoyment; nutrition; 
convenience; and value for money. 

Meal trends 
Food marketers in the current 
environment must adapt to new eating 
patterns and food styles. These include: 
One poUone plate meals (eg. warm 
salads, stir frys) ; meal assembly rather 
than cooking from scratch (eg. bottled 
sauces and marinades); strong ethnic 
influence; gourmet BBQs; more casual 
away-from-home dining; designer juices 
and smoothies; and more grazing and 
snacking. Breakfast is now an eating
out occasion and the microwave means 
the family eats at different times. Also, 
more men are cooking and enjoying it! 

Dietary trends 
Dietary anxiety - paranoia and confusion 
exists about eating, brought about 
by diet fads and trends e.g. Atkins 
and low carb diets, glycemic index, 
phyto-nutrient index, obesity, fresh and 
authentic, organic and biodynamic, 
GMOs, label reading , allergies and 
food sensitivities. There is also 
rapid growth in the organics sector 
- 20 to 50% in all key markets. 

Category trends 
Fresh and chilled, microwavable, 
semi-prepared and value added, home 
meal replacement, meal components, 
organics, bio-dynamics, functional 
foods, low fat and nutritionally enriched 
food, seafood and eggs, designer 
juices and smoothies, coffee and 
boutique teas - the cafe culture. 

Changing retail sector 
The growing power of the 'big two' 
(supermarket) retailers with 80% 
market share, including their increased 
emphasis on global sourcing. 
Convenience store chains and mini 
supermarkets are now aligning 
with petrol outlets. The growth in 
supermarket private label, particularly 
the premium label, was killing proprietary 
brands. Retailers were also putting 
greater focus on fresh, value added, and 
meal-assembly products. They were 
also shifting costs back on suppliers. 
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Industries meet to capture research 
initiatives 

Future directions in horticultural 
research, development and extension 
was the main topic of discussion at the 
annual Riverlink Industry Research 
and Development Planning Forums 
for dried and table grapes. The 
forums serve to increase innovation, 
challenge perspectives and encourage 
critical thinking in the development 
and implementation of projects. 

Riverlink is a collaboration of research 
agencies in the Sunraysia-Riverland 
horticultural region, combining the New 
South Wales (NSW) and Victorian 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI), 
CSIRO Plant Industry, South Australian 
Research and Development Institute 
(SARDI) and Primary Industries and 
Resources South Australia (PIASA). 

This unique network of research 
agencies provides opportunities for 
resource and knowledge-sharing in 

the regional horticultural industries 
and ensures project funding is 
directed to appropriate projects, 
without overlap occurring. 

Riverlink Program Leader- Viticulture, 
Peter Clingeleffer, and Riverlink 
Communications and Development 
Officer, Lee Byrne, met with industry 
prior to the planning forums to 
devise an appropriate program. 

"Riverlink is essentially aimed at 
collaboration between research 
agencies and industry. Planning 
forums, meetings with industry and 
continuous communication enhance 
the research-industry relationship 
and creates a beneficial working 
environment in determining long-
term goals," Mr Clingeleffer said. 

Dried grape forum participants prioritised 
issues regarding production and 
processing, and more specifically to 

Producing high quality dried fruit free of contaminants is a high priority issue that the industry 
aims to achieve with further research. 

reduce contaminants through harvest 
procedures and improve water and 
nutrition management practices. 

Expanding markets, in particular to 
Asia, and resolving storage issues, 
was a major topic of discussion in 
the table grape industry planning 
forum. Improving information access 
and communication tools to growers 
was also listed as a high priority. 

The recently held planning forums 
were evaluated for effectiveness ; 
findings from this review will be 
applied to further progress research 
planning and prioritisation in the 
Sunraysia-Riverland region. 

Dried grapes planning forum 
Thirty-six participants attended 
the Riverlink Dried Grape Industry 
Research and Development Planning 
Forum at CSIRO Plant Industry, 
Merbein on 19 October, 2006. 

UGrowers need 
to be involved in 

the discussion 
about research and 

development priorities 
in planning tor the 

industry's future " AOFA 
Chairman Peter Jones 

Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) Chairman Peter Jones 
contributed to the development of 
the planning forum and encouraged 
growers to participate in future 
forums: "Growers need to be involved 
in the discussion about research 
and development priorities in 
planning for the industry's future". 

Mr Jones said the presentations given 
by researchers also provided growers 
with an opportunity to obtain information 
on the progress of ongoing projects. 

Processors and marketers presented 
information that offered an insight into 
the barriers to expanding markets and 
production issues faced by the industry. 

Mr Jones said the market place had 
seen a change to priorities over the 
last decade. "We need to respond 
as suppliers to keep the customer 
satisfied. The emphasis of the 



The 'Causes and Prevention of Berry Collapse' project, presented by Michael Treeby. CSIRO, is 
essential research for the table grape industry. 

consumer has turned to product 
safety and purity, meaning any 
contaminant is not acceptable, even 
if it is only a small piece of stalk or 
capstem and certainly not a piece 
of steel, plastic, snail or prickle. 

'These contaminants were once 
considered a secondary issue to 
high quality, plump and golden fruit 
a few years back, but not now." 

In determining research and 
development priorities for the dried 
grape industry, participants were asked 
to respond to questions regarding 
production, processing and marketing . 

To assist this process, small groups 
were formed to discuss the issues 
and formulate priorities for further 
analysis. Feedback from these groups 
provided a list of topics, including 
major themes of contaminant reduction 
and vineyard management. 

One question was 'Yield Vs quality 
Vs income margins? Some main 
points from the discussions were: 

• Yield and quality can be achieved. 

• Qual ity is vital and important to keep 
in a premium place in the markets. 

• Grow what the customers needs. 

A session was also set in the program 
for the day for 'blue sky' thinking 
in which new ideas and emerging 
technologies used in other industries 
were discussed to see if it is possible 
for them to be incorporated into the 
dried fruits industry and keep it at the 
leading edge in the global market. 

This information was collated; industry 
and researchers then allocated 
importance to the key priority areas. 

Researchers met following the 
planning forum to investigate possible 
research, development and extension 
projects arising from the priorities. 

Table grape planning forum 
While grower attendance was small, 
thinking was lateral and progressive 
at the Riverlink Table Grape Industry 
Research and Development Planning 
Forum held at the Victorian DPI , 
lrymple on 1 November, 2006. 

A range of project presentations 
illustrated the progress of table grape 
research covering issues such as 
berry collapse, breeding, irrigation and 
water use, and product performance. 

These project updates and an overview 
of outcomes from the 2005 planning 
forum allowed participants to explore 
current research and to develop 
initiatives for new research projects. 

Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) President Nick Muraca said 
the forum helped to move the industry 
forward in terms of research and 
development. "However, we need to 
invest in further developing these ideas 
and set a strategic approach to planning 
research for the future," he said. 

Mr Muraca said production costs 
remained a concern for table grape 
growers. Further research is required 
in this area if the industry is to compete 
viably in the global market, he said. 

"To maintain a competitive edge 
the industry needs a high quality 
product both visibly and also in 
eating/flavour characteristics. 

"If the industry can only offer the 
same as our competing countries 
then we cannot compete on 
price alone," Mr Muraca said. 

He said this fact was clearly 
demonstrated in recent ATGA market 
visits to China where imported fruit from 
other countries was not up to the quality 
expected by Australian consumers and 
was therefore offered at a lower price. 

The table grape planning forum also 
utilised small groups for participants 
to discuss the topic, 'What research 
initiatives need to be put into 
place to assist the development 
of the table grape industry?' 

Feedback from the small group 
discussions was then collated into 
major themes, which were presented 
to regional grower groups for further 
discussion and resolution. 

The major themes developed 
encompass a number of sub-issues 
(these are listed below according 
to grower association allocation): 

• Market access to China, 
South Korea, Japan and 
other potential markets 

• Enhanced breeding technologies 

• Storage 

• Access to information 

• Disease management in the vineyard 

• Water use efficiency 

• Mechanisation 

Riverlink researchers met following 
the table grape planning forum to 
discuss possible research, development 
and extension projects that could be 
produced from the major themes. 

~ · 



Irrigation benchmarking - helping 
growers improve water usage 

Sunraysia growers are improving their 
water usage thanks to a Victorian 
Department of Primary Industries 
(DPI) irrigation benchmarking study. 

The project, supported by the Mallee 
Catchment Management Authority 
and the Department of Sustainability 
and Environment, allows all growers 
to see how they compare to the 
benchmarking participants and confirm 
what they are doing well and where 
there is room for improvement. 

Over the past year 36 dried and table 
grape growers participated in the 
program, offering a total of 100 sites. 

Irrigation Benchmarking Officer Zoe 
Toll said the program had been running 
for five years and each year has seen 
an increase in grower participation 
(Tables 1 and 2). The last four years 
of data has been included for analysis 
in the current benchmarking. 

"This improved participation is a strong 
reflection of the support of existing 
growers and the importance of such 
a project in helping growers monitor 
water use during times of uncertainty 
caused by the drought," she said. 

She said only a small proportion of the 
total number of growers in the region 
participated in the project and it was 
hoped that more growers would 'put up 
their hands' and contribute in future. 

Participation in the project is relatively 
simple. Growers select the sites they 
want included in the project and record 
irrigation hours throughout the year, 
and yields and returns at the end of 
the season. At the end of the season a 
benchmarking officer sits down with the 
grower to complete a questionnaire. 

Information collected during the 
benchmarking study includes: 

• The amount of water used 
per crop and variety. 

with more growers, the program will 
eventually determine a range of best 
irrigation management practices for 
various crops and varieties with the 
potential to improve water use for both 
the growers and the region she said. 

The study gives growers the ability to: 

• See where they lie with their 
own irrigation performance. 

• Monitor changes in 
irrigation performance over 
a number of seasons. 

• Compare their performance 
with others in the industry. 

Application efficiency 
There are a number of performance 
indicators used to compare 
different systems, scheduling 
tools and sites in the study, one of 
which is application efficiency. 

Application efficiency takes into account 
the amount of water applied to the 

vines and the calculated amount of 
water lost beyond the root zone, and is 
usually expressed as a percentage. 

An application efficiency of 85-90%, 
as represented by the transparent red 
line in Figures 1 and 2, is considered 
optimal to prevent a build-up of salts 
in the root zone. This means that 
1 0-15% of the total irrigation water 
applied leaches through the root zone, 
washing salts and nutrients with it. 

An application efficiency of below 85% 
indicates that an excessive amount of 
irrigation water is passing through the 
root zone. If the application efficiency 
is greater than 90%, under-irrigation 
may be occurring and harmful salts 
may be trapped in the root zone. 

Results over the past four seasons 
surveyed reveal that table grape 
growers who used some type of soil 
moisture monitoring tool (capacitance/ 
tensiometers) to schedule irrigations 
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Figure 1: Table grape application efficiency- scheduling method comparison. 
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• Irrigation scheduling methods used. 10 il 
• Irrigation systems used. 

• Pumping and water costs. 

• Yields and returns. 

All information gathered during the 
program is completely confidential. 

Ms Toll said block sizes, grape varieties, 
irrigation systems, schedul ing methods, 
soils and management methods 
varied greatly between participants. 

A fourth season of data has been 
added to the project database, and 
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Figure 2: Dried grape application efficiency - scheduling method comparison. 



had an average application efficiency of Table 1. Comparison of scheduling methods at each table grape site. 
82% (Figure 1 ). In contrast, those growers 
who relied on experience/dig alone were 
potentially over-watering as their average 
application efficiency was 12% less (70%). 

Irrigation scheduling method Number of sites each season 

Soil moisture monitoring tools were shown 
to be beneficial in reducing water usage. An 
average median of 1.8MUha less water was 
applied on sites where soil moisture monitoring 
tools were used compared to sites that did 
not use them (Table 3). Average median 
yields were also 0.6t/ha more with some type 
of soil moisture monitoring tool indicating 

Capacitance - logging 

Tensiometer - manual 

Dig 
Experience 

Total number of sites 

that soil moisture monitoring tools not only 
saved water, but increased returns too. Table 2. Comparison of scheduling methods at each dried grape site. 
Similarly, dried grape growers were shown to 
benefit from soil moisture monitoring tools. 

Dried grape growers who used some type of soil 
moisture monitoring tool (capacitance/gypsum 
block/neutron probe/tensiometer) had an average 
application efficiency of 85% (Figure 2), which 
falls into the recommended zone to allow for 
a 1 0-15% leaching fraction with irrigations. 
Dried grape growers who irrigated according to 
experience, a calendar, or evaporation data did 
not perform as well and achieved an average 
application efficiency of 79%, suggesting 
that they were potentially over-irrigating. 

Soil moisture monitoring tools were shown to 
be beneficial in reducing water usage in dried 
grape crops. An average median of 0.2MUha 
less water was applied on sites where soil 
moisture monitoring tools 

Irrigation scheduling method 

Capacitance - logging 

Capacitance - manuil 
Gypsum block - logging 

Gypsum block - manual 
Neutron probe 

Tensiometer -

ExRerience 

v data 
Total number of sites 

Number of sites each season 

15 

10 

56 

(capacitance/gypsum block/ 
neutron probe/tensiometer) 
were used compared to 
sites that did not used them 
(Table 4). Average median 
yields were also 2.5t/ha 
more with some type of soil 
moisture monitoring tool 
than sites where growers 
used experience/calendar/ 
evaporation data alone. 

Table 3. Water applied and yield summary for various table grape scheduling methods (all four 

Ms Toll stressed that the 
benchmarking results 
reflected the performance 
of the participants and were 
not necessarily a reflection 
on the performance of the 
whole industry or region. 

Dried fruit or table grape 
growers who would like to 
be part of this benchmarking 
group should contact Zoe 
Toll or Deanne Burrows. 

Contact: 

Zoe Toll or Deanne Burrows 

Victorian OPt 

Tel: (03} 5051 4500 

Email zoe.toll@dpi. 
vic.gov.au or deanne. 
burrows@dpi. vic.gov.au 

seasons). 

Irrigation scheduling method 

Capacitance - logging 

Tensiometer -JOgging 
Tensiometer - manual 

Dig 
Experience 

Table 4. Water applied and yield summary for various dried grape scheduling methods {all four 
seasons). 

Irrigation scheduling method Water applied (ML/ha) Yield (tonneslha) 
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Study on dried fruit health benefits 

Ross Skinner, 
HAL Industry 
Services 
Manager 

The year ahead will, in all likelihood, 
present great challenges to 
Australia's grape industries. 

Continuing drought will lead to a second 
year of reduced water allocations that 
have the potential to be far more severe 
than last years. A strategy to meet this 
challenge will be a key to each grower's 
capacity to sustain their enterprise. 

As usual the market place will 
continue to challenge our industries. 
At the recent International Dried Grape 
Industry Conference in California 
the outlook for dried grapes was for 
supply to be similar to the past year. 

The delegations from the USA, 
Turkey, Greece, Chi le, South Africa 
and Australia agreed dried grape 
production from the sultana!Thompson 
seedless raisin varieties had decreased 
4,1 00 tonnes or 0.6 percent from the 

Antioxidant content of fresh fruH: 

Product TEI100g 
Red plum 2.200 

Black plum 2,000 

Red grape 1,700 

Red apple 1,400 

Green grape 1,200 

Nectarine 1,200 

Banana 1,100 

Kiwi 1,000 

Pineapple 1,000 

Sweet cherry 800 

Orange 600 

Pear 600 

cantaloupe 200 

Honeydew melon 100 

Watennelon 100 

• ~ 

previous year due slightly smaller 
northern hemisphere crops. 

The statistical analysis at the conference 
showed the availabi lity of fruit had 
increased by 2. 7 percent as world stocks 
carried into the new season increased 
slightly on the existing low base. The 
Conference was satisfied that the world 
supply was in line with demand as the 
stock situation represented only 24 
percent of annual production and was 
only marginally above planned carry-in 
stocks required to service the market 
until new season fruit was processed, 
packed and available to the trade. 

The supply situation with currants was 
less balanced with average crops in 
Greece, USA and Australia reported 
and increased stock levels from the 
season being advised. However, a 
program to build consumer demand for 
currants in the EU was an important 
new initiative for this dried grape type. 

A major theme of the Conference 
was the need to better promote the 
health benefits of dried grapes. 

Dr. Julie Jones noted dried grapes 
provided important phytonutrients 
to reduce the likelihood of serious 
ai lments for which highly-processed 
diets are a contributing factor. 

It was also reported that poor eating 
habits such as rushing meals and eating 
large evening meals was contrary to 

what the human body requires. Dr. 
Jones recommended large breakfasts 
containing fresh and dried fruits was 
an ideal way to begin the day. 

Dr Jones said grapes were an excellent 
source of antioxidant compounds . 

The dried grape industry through the 
ADFA, Dried Vine Fruit Trust, HAL and 
the industry processor/marketers are 
developing a research project with 
Food Science Australia to determine 
the health benefits of dried grapes. 

The tomato, blueberry, citrus and 
nut industries have all developed 
strong promotional programs based 
on the health benefits of their 
products. With increasing consumer 
awareness of healthy diets, the 
dried and table grape industries are 
taking steps to ensure they are well 
positioned to educate consumers on 
the beneficial qualities of grapes. 

Recently, a series of grower forums 
were conducted jointly by the ATGA and 
HAL in Sunraysia and Queensland to 
inform growers on the table grape R&D 
and marketing programs in the past 
year and those in place for this year. 
The ATGA also presented to meetings 
organised in Western Australia thereby 
giving growers around Australia an 
opportunity to hear about the industry 
programs undertaken on their behalf. 

The shape of things 
to come 

Ate roots, berries and seeds and 
searched for prey . 

Eats refined foods 
and soft drink and 
searches the Net. 

A cartoon used by International Dried Grape Industry Conference speaker Dr Julie 
Jones, to illustrate the obesity problem facing modern society. 



• Water - an ongoing concern 
At the time this edition went to print, 
there had been no confirmation from 
the Victorian Government or water 
authorities regarding the proposed 
policy change to allow Victorian 
irrigators to carry over unused 
water into the 2007/08 season. 

However, all growers should closely 
monitor the media for the Government 
response, which is expected soon, 
so that they can make informed 
decisions about how to manage 
their water this irrigation season. 

While it may be too late to make large 
water savings to carry over, growers 
should still be prudent with their 
irrigations to both produce the best 
quantity and quality crop possible .. 

Growers should still being providing 
adequate irrigations to provide 
moisture to vines at this critical stage 
where grape berries are developing, 
softening and ripening so that the 
full crop potential is achieved. 

Aspergillus management 
strategies 
The easiest management strategy to 
minimise the number of Aspergillus 
spores that get into the vine canopy is 
to stop or reduce cultivations from now 
until harvest. This reduces the number of 
dust borne Aspergillus spores are often 
carried into the vine canopy on dust 
particles, so any practice that reduces 
the amount of dust in the vineyard will 
restrict development of the mould if 
adverse weather conditions occur. 

Reduced cultivation will also help to 
minimise water loss through evaporation 
and sunburn of fruit caused by 
reflection from the vineyard floor. 

Growers should be prepared for adverse 
weather conditions which may be 
conducive to the spread of Aspergillus. 
The best plan for mould minimisation is 

Black mould or Asperg illus can lead to 
Ocrotoxin A infections of the fruit 

to summer prune, if summer pruning is 
not your normal method of harvest. This 
can be as simple as summer pruning 
immediately following bad weather 
and then spraying drying emulsion. 

Powdery mildew 
Growers should continue to inspect 
vines for powdery mildew, especially 
inside dense canopies. If the disease 
is found growers should try trimming 
the canopy and applying two high 
volume sprays of a recommended 
fungicide seven days apart. 

If sulphur is used, care should be 
taken to avoid damage to the vines 
and developing grapes if it is applied 
when the temperature exceeds 
32°C. If alternative fungicides are 

used, they should be applied no 
more than two times in succession 
and no more than three times 
throughout the season to prevent the 
development of fungicide resistance. 

light brown apple 
moth (LBAM) 
Growers should be monitoring vines 
for LBAM egg masses to confirm 
the timing of egg hatches. 

Any spray, especially Bacillus 
thuringiensis (BT) should be applied 
during the peak egg hatch period. 
Very hot dry conditions during egg 
hatch can kill the tiny caterpillars 
and growers should monitor their 
vines after hot weather to confirm 
the necessity of planned spraying . 

Leaf blotches: early sign of disease spread 

AGRICULTURAL 
CONSULTANTS 

We supply contract workers for your: 

• Cincturing • Bunch Trimming 
• Pruning • Vine training needs 
• Harvesting 
• Table grape cover 

application/ removal 
• Bunch Trimming 

Do not hesitate to contact us for an 
obligation free quote. 
We get the job d one in a professional 
and timely manner. No more hassles 
with paperwork and compliance w ith 
OH&S. Let us take care of it for you. 

Contact: Hannes Rosslee 
Email: hrosslee@bigpond.net.au 
Mobile: 0400 91 0 612 
PO Box 305 Red Cliffs, Vic, 3496 

~~TREVISO 
' U NURSERIES 

We supply: 

• Citrus potted & bare rooted 

• Table grapes 

• Wine grapes 

• Dried fruit vines 

Place your 
order today! 
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NANGilOC COliGNAN FARMS NURSERIES 
'We ta~ pride in our quafity. 
Piefd JJrown grafted vines, 
1 an[2 y_ear o/4 on a range of 
rootstocR.§. 

Contact Werner on: 
Tel: 0350 291623 

Mobile: 0428 293 040 
Email : wullrich@ncf-treviso.com.au 

Australian Nurserymen's Fruit 
_ Improvement Co. ltd 

Kemps Murray Valley Nurseries 
Ph: (08) 8588 2325 Fax: (08) 8588 2005 Email: kemps@sa ozland net au 

Olea Nurseries 
Ph: (08) 9772 1207 Fax: (08) 9772 1333 Email: olea@westnet com au 

Sunraysia Nurseries 
Ph: (03) 5024 8502 Fax: (03) 5024 8551 Email: sales@sunraysianurseries com ay 

Tho o!Hm aamrios con be a~nlacted ltganling now trial grape nrieli" !111m brae I includiog Primo, Mystery ond Bllcl. finger. 

ANFIC . PO Box 1011 , 201 Rankin Street, Bathurst NSW 2795 Fax: 02 6332 6962 

Phone: 02 6332 6960 Email: inlo@anhc.com.au www.anfic .com.au 

· ~ 

Bamden Partners provide specialised consulting 
services on vineyards Australia wide. 

Market value assessment for all purpose mcluding· 
• finance • litigation • compensation • crop loss 

• v iability stud1esleconom1c analysis 
• Strategic planning for specialised/projects 

• Horticultural and packing plant eqUipment valuers. 

Australia's leaders in vineyards 
Call G rey Barnden to discuss your needs. 

GRAPEVINE 
GRAFTLJNGS & ROOTLJNGS 

Serving Australian Viticulture since 1952. 

VINA Accred ited Nursery 

Vine lmprO\'ement sourced material 

Graftli ng~ & R(X)tl ings suppl ied as donnant 12 mth oM fieltl 
grown or4 mth/12 mth old container grown in biodegradable 
Plant Bands 

Hot Water T reah:.d 

Trichoderma protected 

Takmg orders uow for 2007, 2008 and 2009 rc:quirtlllCniS 

Acncdncd tn ..,uppl) hot water field vines into South Australiil 

\\'~:also <.tnck a full rnn:;!e Qf c()ntainer grown OLIVE, 
CJTRUS. AVOC>\00. PISD\CHIO & PERSIMMON T REES 

Sunraysia Nurseries 

PO Box 45, Sturt Highway, 
GOL GOL, NSW, 2738 

Phone: 03 5024 8502 
Fax: 03 5024 8551 

Email: 
~Osunraysiarurseries.COOI.au 

Websrte: 
www.sunraysianurseries.rom.au 

QUALITY VINE SPECIALISTS 
Ramsey, Paulsen, Dogridge, Ruggeri, 
Kober, Teleki, Schwartzmann 101-14 

Field Grafting contracts available 

Grafting Orders: Spring/Summ/ Autumn 

Enquiries: Roland 0402 946 240 

Professional Pruning Tools 
to Make Your Job Easier 

Insist on Genuine AAS 
Full Range of Spares Available 

Phone for your nearest ARS distributor 

• 

1800 655 542 



John Harvey 

Brendan Bower 

John Nicholson 

Phone 
1300 BIDGEE 

(1300 243433) 

www .bidgee.com.au 

When it comes to 
finance 

you're at home 
with Bidgee 

BIDGEE 
.____---.. FINANCE LTD 

"Thanks a lot Bidgee!" 

Mildura Deniliquin Horsham Wagga Wagga Albury 



contacting FREECALL, the 
National Harvest Labour 
Information Service or visiting 
www.jobsea rch.gov.au/ha rvesttra i I 

1800 062 332 
Right job. Right place. Right time 

/iti/iil\:/ MAD EC 
/:-~Jobs Australia 

· · · ::: • Linking People and Work 
~ HarvestTrail 

AN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE 

NATIONAL HARVEST LABOUR 
Information Service 

•Mak•ng sure Grow ers ;md Jobse~kers fmd each othert • 


