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At the time of writing this report, the 
2007 harvest was progressing well 
with drying conditions having been 
generally pretty favourable to date. 
I hope those conditions continue.

Water availability remains a major 
issue for all irrigators of course. The 
articles on pages 6-10 cover a number 
of water related matters including the 
Bureau of Meteorology’s  latest drought 
update highlighting the relatively high 
level of rainfall needed in coming 
months to significantly improve the 
water supply position. At present, the 
position of water reserves for next 
season is poor – with the Bureau 
advising that above average rainfall is 
needed in autumn, winter and spring 
to improve inflows and thus prospects 
for water allocations in 2007/08.

While water supply planning continues 
to happen at all levels it is important for 
individual growers to consider their own 
situation and water needs for next year 
– as everyone’s position differs due to 
variations in crops, irrigation systems 
and their ability to carryover water. As 
explained in the water article (on page 
10) the Victorian Government had been 
considering this proposal for some time 
and on the 2nd of March announced 
that Victorian irrigators will be able to 
carry over unused water from 2006/07 
into the 2007/08 irrigation season. 

Membership – ADFA welcomes the 
continuing support from the vast 
majority of dried grape growers which 
enables the Association to represent 
their interests and deal with the 
wide range of matters that affect 
the industry. Importantly, growers 
need to be aware that the Federal 
and State Governments recognize 
ADFA as the peak industry body in 
the Australian dried fruits industry.

Sunbeam Foods Acquisition - Sunbeam 
shareholders have voted in favour of 
the Food Finance proposal to acquire 
the company. A separate article 
outlines the proposal (see page 24) 
and details some of the numerous 
questions raised by growers and 
ADFA as well as summarizing the 
undertakings detailed by Food Finance 
in the Sunbeam Scheme Booklet 
that was sent to all shareholders.

The Australian dried grape industry 
now has several private processor/
marketers – a position sought by most 
growers for some time. ADFA hopes 
this increased level of competition 
will prove to be strong and healthy 
with benefits to growers in terms 
of improved returns due to better 
market returns and lower processing 
costs due to improved efficiencies. 

However, there is also some risk 
that the industry may not see the 
innovative marketing it needs with 
the focus being put on differentiating 
Australian dried grapes through niche 
marketing of new, differentiated 
products underpinned by promotion and 
improved product quality and service. 
With an increased number of processor/
marketers, we need marketing 
strategies that lift grower returns as 
well as processor/marketer profits. 

As we go forward this industry 
needs to avoid weak marketing 
that merely leads to “selling” fruit 
by unnecessary undercutting of 
prices on local or export markets.

As reported in BOM News (refer page 
11), ADFA and most growers have 
expressed disappointment at the 
very modest increases in 2007 prices 
announced by both Clyne Foods and 
Sunbeam Foods. The short crop being 
harvested this year will also impact on 
growers who need to achieve higher 
gross income that enables them to live 
comfortably, educate their children and 
importantly, continue to invest in this 
industry at a time when they face a 
wide range of pressures including the 
difficult water supply situation. ADFA 
will continue to highlight the need 
for better prices if we are to retain a 
reasonable production level in Australia.

A number of reports from the projects 
funded by the Federal Government’s 
Industry Partnership Program and 
overseen by the Horticultural Industry 
Taskforce should soon be available. 
There will be an official launch of these 
reports so that growers and other 
horticultural industry stakeholders 
are made aware of these potentially 
useful reports and recommendations. 
Refer to the article on pages 22 
and 23 that provides a summary of 
these reports & recommendations.

Peter Jones 
ADFA Chairman
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The table grape harvest in the 
Northern areas is complete and the 
Sunraysia district is now winding 
into full swing.  There are mixed 
results in what has been achieved 
and what might be achieved.

Prices for early season fruit 
were generally disappointing 
in comparison to last year.

In conversations during recent visits to 
the Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne 
wholesale markets the comments 
from major wholesalers were the same 
– that for the market to deliver the 
returns equal to those in previous years, 
export will need to be considered, 
even in the early-producing areas.

The general feeling is that 
with the higher volumes now 
produced the market cannot move 
the product and maintain the 
returns previously achieved.

One wholesaler claimed product needed 
to be moved in a certain timeslot or 
the carryover would clash with other 
regions all the way down to Sunraysia.

In the Mildura and Robinvale areas 
the situation is much the same with 
a very late start for the Thompson 
seedless harvest due to the larger 
volume of Menindee seedless on offer.

It also appears that the major 
supermarket chains wish to clear 
their growers’ Menindee seedless 
before stocking Thompson seedless 
and this in turn has got the harvest 
of this variety to a later start than 
might otherwise have been the case.

The good thing to come out of this is 
that the Thompsons will be very sweet 
which can only be good for the industry.

During a recent conversation with an 
exporter he said that things on the 
export scene could also be better. 

We seem to generally have red globe 
of a smaller size than the market 
would like and there seems to be little 
demand for this size fruit at this stage. 

Although last year Crimson seedless 
was sweet early, it would not color. 
This season we have had the 
opposite occur where fruit colored 
early but did not sweeten until later.  
This resulted in loss of sales. 

I am told that Chile recently received 
quite a lot of rain in their grape growing 
regions and this in turn could see 
more interest in Australian product.

There is no doubt that although we 
irrigate our vines the drought has had 
an effect on the quality of our fruit. 

Let’s hope that things do get 
better as the start to the season 
has not been so great.

Again Jeff Scott and myself have 
spent some time in the wholesale 
and retail markets evaluating our 
promotional campaign.  One aspect 
of our campaign this year is the trial 
of bunch tags which have written 
material on them. It’s hoped these will 
encourage more household shoppers 
to purchase grapes. The feedback from 
retailers is that this is something we 
should continue with and expand on 
next year.  While the concept is great 
there needs to be a lot more emphasis 
placed on the timing and delivery 
for the best results to be achieved.

The ATGA also for the first time this 
year contributed to the Melbourne, 
Sydney and Brisbane markets so that 
table grapes could be included in their 
promotional work.   There is no doubt 
that this is an area that we should 
pursue as the work by these ladies 
demonstrates real benefits. Schools 
are an area that they target and if we 
teach our children to eat more fruit and 
vegetables not only is it good for their 
health but also sells more product.

Until the next edition I wish you 
all a prosperous harvest and hope 
for good rains straight after.

Nick Muraca 
ATGA President

Market focus needed to 
maintain returns



only 9% of the long-term average 
of 8000 GL for the same period.

The temporary reduction in both 
irrigation demand and river losses 
in mid January and an increase in 
releases from the Snowy Mountains 
Scheme to meet electricity needs 
led to minor improvements in the 
levels of upper Murray storages. 

As a result, there has also been a minor 
improvement in the projected storage 
levels in all storages into February 2007. 

Drought update: Outlook still grim

This relief has reduced the chance 
of temporary rationing of irrigation 
diversions before the end of the 
current irrigation season. 

Dartmouth Reservoir, Hume Reservoir 
and Lake Victoria will be drawn 
down to very low levels by the end 
of May 2007, and Menindee Lakes 
will remain in NSW control (Fig. 2).

Inflows to the Murray River system remain at record low levels and 
the outlook for 2007/08 continues to be grim at this stage.
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Flows from groundwater systems into 
streams have virtually dried up with 
no significant rainfall in the higher 
yielding upper catchments for more 
than a year, according to the latest 
Drought Update from the Murray-
Darling Basin Commission (MDBC).

However the MDBC Chief Executive 
Officer, Dr Wendy Craik said forecasts 
by the Bureau of Meteorology 
were now more promising, 
with a bias towards higher than 
average rain from now to April.

“Rainfall would need to be well above-
average to produce average inflows to 
upper Murray storages as catchments 
are still extremely dry.” Dr Craik said.

“Typically it takes a number of years 
for storage levels to recover to near-
average levels after extreme droughts. 

“Inflow conditions in 2007/08 would 
have to be at a level experienced 
in only about one year in 10 in our 
history in order to raise storages 
to near-average levels.”

Irrigation in 2007/08 is much more 
dependent on rain and run-off than 
in any previous year since Dartmouth 
Dam was completed in 1979 
because of very low storage reserves 
forecast for the end of May 2007.

“This does not mean there will be 
no water available in 2007/08, as 
Murray catchment inflows, together 
with any future contributions from the 
Snowy Mountains Scheme, will still be 
available, albeit at very low levels, if dry 
conditions continue,” Dr Craik said.

February Drought Update

Little relief from January Rain 
Murray Valley rainfall in December 
and January was concentrated 
mainly in the lower reaches, around 
Sunraysia and South Australia, 
rather than in the upper Murray. 

The rain resulted in temporary 
reductions in river losses, 
evaporation and consumptive use.

Figure 1 shows inflows for the 
season to date (eight months June 
to January) have been only 660 GL 
which is 60% of the previous recorded 
minimum of 1170 GL in 1983, and 

Figure 1. River Murray Inflows – Long term average and Selected Years (excluding 
Snowy Scheme Releases, and excluding Menindee Lake inflows).

Figure 2. Actual flows to end January 2007 – most likely range forecast shown in 
colour tan.



The 12 month period ending January 2007 is the driest 
12 month period in 115 years of historical inflow record.

A repeat of the same rainfall pattern for 
another 12 months would result in even lower 
inflows due to drier catchments and reduced 
base-flows from groundwater systems. 

If the Snowy Mountains Scheme continues to 
experience record low inflows in 2007/08, then 
releases from the Scheme to the Murray would also 
be less than the record low releases in 2006/07. 

Under this scenario, it is likely that there would be 
just enough water in the Murray to meet evaporative 
losses and critical water needs of all the towns 
and cities that rely on the Murray provided a 
number of special measures are implemented.

The probability of this extreme scenario eventuating 
is very low, and never experienced in our records, 
but contingency planning and implementation is 

prudent until there is sufficient rain and inflow to 
give confidence that the water crisis has passed.

Following the Water Summit of 7 November 2006, a 
group of high-level officials drawn from the partner 
Governments, and the office of the Murray-Darling 
Basin Commission, has developed contingency plans 
to secure urban and town water supplies in the 
event of continuing extreme drought conditions.

Several measures have been implemented:

• A low end-of-season target reserve for Lake Victoria

• Reduced minimum flow targets

• Early pumping from the River Murray to build 
reserves in Mt. Lofty storages in South Australia

• Disconnecting selected permanent wetlands 
which are artificially inundated.

Contingency plans to secure urban & town water supplies

Figure 3. Chance of exceeding the median rainfall February to April 2007. 
(Australian Bureau of Meteorology)

Rainfall Outlook 
The Bureau suggests that there are 
indications that the current El Niño 
event is beginning to weaken. 

For the Upper Murray catchment, 
there is about a 55% to 60% chance 
that rainfall will be above the median 
for the three months February to 
April (Fig. 3). However, rainfall will 
need to be well in excess of average 
in order to produce average inflows 
to Upper Murray storages.

Can existing allocations be delivered? 
With storages falling to very low 
levels and the limitations in outlet 
capacities, operation of the River 
Murray remains challenging. 

There remains a small risk of temporary 
rationing of irrigation diversions in 
New South Wales and Victoria, and 
a temporary reduction in flows to 
South Australia, particularly if severe 
hot weather conditions occur.

If there was a prolonged period of hot 
weather, it would be difficult to replace 
high levels of evaporation in the river 
using Hume Reservoir because of its 
very low levels. Accordingly, weir pools 
further downstream between Hume 
and Lake Victoria are currently being 
held near full supply level to provide 
additional river storage to help mitigate 
the risk of restrictions to irrigators. Weir 
pools upstream of Lake Victoria could 
also be temporarily lowered, possibly 

even below normal operating ranges, 
should special measures be needed 
to avoid restrictions to irrigators. 

Water allocations for irrigators along 
the River Murray have not been 
changed since November 2006. NSW 
announced on 17 October 2006 that 
access to 20% of the water in high and 
general security allocation accounts 
was suspended; and on 10 November, 
access to a further 32% of the existing 

account was also suspended. The 
general security allocation for NSW 
Murray has remained at 0% all season. 
Goulburn-Murray Water’s announced 
allocation for the Victorian Murray has 
remained at 95% Water Right and 
0% Sales since 16 October 2006

7
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Information drawn from the 
websites of the Prime Minister and 
the National Farmers’ Federation 

The worst drought in the irrigated 
history of the Murray Darling Basin has 
prompted the Federal Government’s 
$10 billion National Plan for Water 
Security that began under the 
Living Murray Initiative and the 
Australian Government Water Fund.

According to the Prime Minister, 
the plan aims to ensure rural 
water use is on a sustainable 
footing within a decade, and was 
driven by the following risks:
■ The water resources of the 

Murray-Darling Basin are 
significantly over-allocated.

■ State and territory Governments have 
in a number of catchments issued 
more entitlements to water than can 
be supplied on a sustainable basis.

■ The CSIRO predicts that in coming 
decades, average inflows to the 
MDB will decrease even further.  

According to Mr Howard, while 
a number of these risks can 
be managed through improved 
planning and compliance regimes, 
some cannot be controlled.  

“We must therefore address both 
existing over-allocation as well as 
face up to the likelihood of reduced 
inflows in the future,” he said.

The plan will put irrigators on a more 
sustainable basis by providing them 

with incentives to adopt more modern 
and efficient practices, resulting in 
greater efficiency and flexibility, he said.  

Key actions include:

■ Piping or lining channels and adoption 
of more efficient watering methods.

■ The adoption of more accurate water 
meters to improve measurement.

■ Improving river operations 
and storage management.

NFF questions
The National Farmers’ Federation says 
issues requiring clarification were:

■ What does the plan mean for 
the property rights assigned 
under the current arrangements 
– supposedly guaranteed to 2014?

■ On the definition of ‘over-allocation’ 
– NFF demands clarification of 
the assessment process. (E.g. the 
baseline assessment by the National 
Water Commission is that only 3% 
of surface water management areas, 
and 5% of groundwater management 
areas, are over-allocated.)

■ The National Water Commission has 
already highlighted the discrepancies 
between State Government definitions 
of ‘over-allocation’, and therefore 
the level of ‘over-allocation’

■ Where have the estimates of water 
savings through ‘efficiency gains’ 
(approximately 2,500 gigalitres), 
come from? The Government talks 
of current delivery efficiencies 
averaging 75%, with a view of 
attaining 90% efficiency. Yet, 
industry figures suggest that delivery 
efficiency could already be as high 
as 87% for some corporations.

■ What does the Government 
mean when referring to ‘non-
viable’ and ‘inefficient irrigators’? 
How will this be assessed?

■ It also appears that the Government 
is proposing to reset water sharing 
plans and the Murray Darling Basin 
Cap. We need clarification of the 
ongoing nature of irrigator’s ongoing 
property rights, as a priority.

■ The NFF is prepared to look at 
a water buy-back framework to 
address over-allocation. But we 
have questions surrounding third-
party impacts, particularly in light of 
Government views on the removal 
of exit fees and, more broadly, the 
details of such a framework.

The Prime Minister’s Plan for Water Security

NSW, Queensland, South Australia and 
the ACT agreed to the terms of the 
Prime Minister’s proposal at a meeting 
of Premiers and the Commonwealth 
on February 23.

The Prime Minister and the Victorian 
Premier Steve Bracks agreed to 
continue bilateral discussions through 
the Federal Water Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull and Victorian Water Minister 
John Thwaites, and Departmental 
officials.

Under the agreement brokered by 
Mr Howard, there will be a review of 
the plan’s operation in 2014, but no 
sunset clause in the legislation.

Post-meeting press conference 
(edited transcript)

Prime Minister John Howard: 

“Respecting the stated difference 
Victoria have placed before the 
meeting, in anticipation of moving 
towards implementation of the plan, 
work will continue on a memorandum 
of understanding between the 
Commonwealth and the States to 
spell out in more detail how the 
arrangements will work.  A lot of work 
has already been done on that and 
that work can now go on unimpeded.

“This has been a very, very good 
meeting and although there are some 
issues which must be addressed 
between the Commonwealth and the 
State of Victoria, Mr Bracks and I have 
discussed these and both of us want 
to work in a bona fide fashion with 
each other to resolve them. 

NSW Premier, Morris Iemma:

“I see this as an example of what 
we can achieve by working together, 
putting aside our political positions 
and put the interests of the nation 
first. We’ve taken a huge step today 
in establishing a sustainable, secure 
future for the families in the Murray-
Darling Basin and securing the future 
health of those two mighty rivers.

Vic Premier, Steve Bracks:

“Obviously Victoria is not in a 
position to sign or agree in principle 
to any arrangement for transfer of 
responsibilities to the Commonwealth 
for the constitutional authority for the 
Murray Darling Basin. 

“The policy objective is shared. 
We have disagreements about the 
delivery of that policy objective, but I 
am pleased to, in good faith, to enter 
into those discussions on a bilateral 
basis with a view to seeing how we 
can accommodate this job on behalf 
of the nation. 

“There’s no doubt, as I’ve mentioned 
this is a one in 100 year chance to 
get it right, to repair the Murray-
Darling Basin, to get water 
allocations working effectively, to 
get entitlements working well, to 
get productive capacity from our 
irrigation systems, to look at surplus 
water which can assist our water and 
communities.

UPDATE

National Water Plan



environmental watering plan (to be 
developed as part of the Basin-wide 
strategic plan).  This will also provide 
greater water to rural communities 
and towns in periods of drought.

Q.  Is the Commonwealth 
seeking a clawback of flood 
plain harvesting activities?

A.  The principle here is that over-
allocated catchments - that is where 
more water entitlements have been 
allocated than is sustainable - then the 
Commonwealth will use the $3bn set 
aside under the Plan to go into those 
catchments and work with industry 
to make necessary adjustments.  

Q.  Is the Commonwealth 
seeking to privatise irrigation 
organisations (eg. in Victoria)?

A.  No.  Nor will the Commonwealth 
be forcing NSW irrigation 
corporations to de-mutualise.

Q.  Will the Commonwealth 
be stopping water from being 
used to grow cotton or rice?

A.  No.  We are not in the business 
of picking winners.  The market will 
operate and individuals will make 
their own business decisions.

Q.  What are the consultation 
arrangements for the Plan?

A.  States and the Basin community 
will be consulted on the preparation 
of the Basin strategic plan and in 
the implementation of the irrigation 
refurbishment program.

Q.  Will water charges 
rise as the result of the 
Commonwealth taking over?  

A.  The Commonwealth Plan 
presents significant opportunities to 
streamline the running of Australia’s 
irrigation systems, including 
trading arrangements.  Pricing 
of water will need to reflect the 
principles already agreed under 
the National Water Initiative.

Q.  Will the Commonwealth recognise 
existing water entitlements. 

A.  Yes

Q.  When will the new 
funds be available?  

A.  Subject to a referral of powers 
for water management in the 
Murray-Darling Basin, the funds 
are available from 2007-08.

Information drawn from the 
Prime Minister’s website. More 
information is available at www.
pm.gov.au/news/media_releases/
media_release2360.htmlrray-Darling 

Q. Will the Commonwealth be 
taking over ownership of water?

A.  No.  Water is and will remain vested 
in the crown in right of particular states.

Q. What is the timing of preparing the 
basin-wide strategic plan for water?

A.  The strategic plan would 
take at least 12 months to 
prepare, and will involve wide 
consultation.  Sensible transitional 
arrangements will be needed.

Q.  Is the Commonwealth seeking 
control over urban water supplies?

A.  No.  The Commonwealth 
would intend taking on operation 
and maintenance of key 
irrigation infrastructure in the 
Basin. Eg Dams and Weirs.

Q.  How will the Commonwealth 
protect rural and regional 
communities reliant on irrigation?

A.  This Plan gives communities 
the opportunity to adapt to the 
reduced rainfall expected over the 
coming decade and beyond.  

Q.  Will other existing Commonwealth 
funds (such as the Australian 
Government Water Fund, Natural 
Heritage Trust and National 
Action Plan on Salinity and Water 
Quality) be diverted to implement 
the Plan on Water Security?

A.  No.  The new Plan is fully 
costed.  Existing programmes 
may need to be refocused to 
ensure consistency of delivery.

Q.  How can States be guaranteed 
that their current water shares 
under the MDB Agreement 
will not be compromised?

A.  The Commonwealth will honour 
the existing state shares under 
the MDB Agreement.  There will 
not be any changes without the 
unanimous agreement of the 
basin States and the ACT.  

Q.  Is the Commonwealth 
seeking ownership of the 
Snowy Hydro scheme?

A.  No.  The operations of the 
Snowy Hydro are not expected to be 
significantly affected by the proposal.  

Q.  What will the Commonwealth do 
with water it is seeking to hold?

A.  The Commonwealth would set 
up a new environmental water 
manager to hold and trade water, 
with a view to achieving improved 
environmental outcomes in the 
Basin.  The manager would operate 
according to a new Basin-wide 
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KEY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Basin Authority to replace the existing 
Murray-Darling Basin Commission.

Core functions 
The new authority will be responsible 
for operating the river systems 
and aquifers of the Basin - rather 
like the function performed now 
by River Murray Water.

Governance 
The new authority would be an 
expert-based authority, reporting to 
the Commonwealth Minister for the 
Environment and Water Resources, 
with clearly-prescribed functions 
and consultative mechanisms.  
States would be consulted on 
membership, but the Commonwealth 
would determine membership.

Environmental Water 
Management
The Commonwealth will also 
establish an environmental water 
manager separate to the new 
agency, with the ability to hold 
and trade water for environmental 
outcomes (including all the water 
saved under the $10bn Plan).

What happens to the 
Murray-Darling Basin 
Agreement under the 
Commonwealth plan?
The Murray-Darling Basin 
Agreement will be abolished under 
the Commonwealth Plan.  The 
Commonwealth will enact a new 
law, and states will need to amend 
their own laws. The Commonwealth 
will honour the existing state shares 
under the MDB Agreement.  There 
will not be any changes without 
the unanimous agreement of 
the basin States and the ACT.  

Audit
The National Water Commission 
would perform an audit role upon 
the new Authority, just as they 
oversight current state arrangements 
for compatibility with the National 
Water Initiative.  The NWC would also 
audit compliance with catchment 
water plans and arrangements 
to regulate the level of water 
interception.  The ACCC would oversee 
the operation of the water market, 
including charging arrangements.

Fact File on the
New Murray Darling
Basin Authority

National Water Plan
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The Victoria Carry-over Proposal
With irrigators facing the potential of record low allocations next season the Victorian 

Government has announced a “carry over” proposal.  This poicy will allow more 
flexibility for irrigators attempting to manage their way through the drought.

The Victorian State Government 
considered requests by some 
sectors of the irrigation industry 
for a once-off authorisation to 
carry forward their unused water 
allocations to next season.

Currently, any allocated water that 
entitlement holders do not use in 
the current season is lost to them 
as individuals and falls back into the 
following season’s communal pool 

River managers are forecasting a very 
low or zero allocation for all irrigators 
at the opening of the season in July, 
and the most likely scenario indicates 
a seven percent allocation by August.

Carry-over will give entitlement 
holders the ability to carry forward to 
the 2007-08 season unused water 
allocated or purchased in 2006-07 
and give growers, especially those 
with vines and trees, extra choices 
in the early part of the season.

This carryover proposal is a once-off 
drought response measure and is 
not a decision about the long term.

It is anticipated that the carryover 
will be in action for the next irrigation 
season starting in July 2007.

Proposed carryover rules
Now carry over is permitted in Victoria, 
the following rules will apply:

■ Irrigators will have the ability 
to carry forward a volume of 

water which is a percentage of 
their water right or licence.

■ Carryover will only apply in the 
Murray and Goulburn systems.

■ There is no guarantee on delivery 
of water carried over, because 
delivery depends on there being 
enough water to meet river and 
irrigation district delivery losses.

■ If delivery is not possible, the carried 
over water will remain in an allocation 
account. It can be traded to other 
areas where delivery is possible, or 
kept until delivery can be made. 

■ For 2007-08, the volume carried 
over plus the seasonal allocations 
cannot be more than 100% of the 
water entitlement. (For example, if 
an entitlement holder with a 100 
ML water entitlement: carried over 
30 ML and the seasonal allocation 
was 40%, then the total water 
available would be 70 ML.  However, 
if the seasonal allocation was 
80% then the total water available 
would be 100 ML, not 110ML.)

Carryover rules that will apply to 
Victorian irrigators in Sunraysia and 
the Murray Valley will include:

■ Entitlement holders can carry 
forward up to 30% of the volume 
of their water right/licensed 
volume (with a deduction of around 
5% made for evaporation).

■ Water not used will be 
automatically carried over. 

■ Maximum carry-over volumes for 
entitlement holders will be up to a 
maximum of 30% of allocation.

Impact on allocations
The severely dry conditions, record low 
winter/spring inflows, low allocations 
and record prices for water on the 
temporary market indicate there 
would not be a significant volume 
of unused water in the communal 
pool at the end of this season. 

Introducing individual carryover 
would be unlikely to reduce the 
communal pool and it is expected 
it would have very little impact 
on the 2007-08 allocations.

Carryover will give irrigators the 
choice to use water in 2007-08 
instead of this season, if they believe 
they could get a better return.

The Victorian system of carryover is not 
expected to lead to allocation cuts as 
experienced in NSW because Victoria 
allocates water more cautiously based 
on actual inflows, not expected inflows.

(Information in this article was 
sourced from the DSE Carryover 
information sheet – 8 January 2007)
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ADFA Board News
before “door” payments are made to 
growers after delivery of dried fruit.

ADFA Chairman, Peter Jones said 
the grower members of the ADFA 
Board of Management felt strongly 
about this matter and wanted 
changes made to grower door 
payments in 2007. Obviously, ADFA 
was not successful this time.

In 2006, Sunbeam introduced 
a number of changes to grower 
payment arrangements, including the 
elimination of the “cash” option and 
harvest advances and the introduction 
of grower payments comprising five 
separate payments.  The first payment 
will be 30 days after the end of the 
month of delivery and comprising 40% 
of the total payment followed by four 
payments of 15% of the total in July, 
September, November and February.

We proposed that Sunbeam should 
alter the door payment arrangement to 
make it consistent with the company’s 
payment arrangements for citrus and 
avocados with payment being made on 
the 15th day of the month after delivery.

We also emphasised the payment 
arrangements have exacerbated 
cash flow problems many growers 
experience at this time and explained 
that the lower prices paid to growers 
in 2006 means that they have not had 
the opportunity to set aside funds to 
buffer these costs and financially 

adapt to the new payment structure.

Imports
Dried grape imports for the 11 
months to January 31, 2007 were:

■ Total imports 18,269 tonnes 

■ Currants 1,831 tonnes

■ Sultanas 13,308 tonnes 

■ Other dried grapes 3,130 tonnes 

There has been a disturbing jump in 
Sultana imports in January (mainly from 
Turkey) to 2,814 tonnes for that month 
alone. Over recent months Sultana 
imports have risen from around 500 
tonnes per month to average more 
than 2000 per month over the past 
4 months. However, for the eleven 
months, sultana imports were still down 
1,366 tonnes on the previous year.  
Overall, imports are still down 1,976 
tonnes compared to the same period in 
2005/06. Currant imports were down 
331 tonnes on the previous year, and 
for other dried grapes, the imports were 
down 276 tonnes on the previous year.

2007 prices inadequate 
for grower viability
The marginal price increases for most 
varieties in 2007 announced recently 
by the major processors, Sunbeam 
Foods and Clyne Foods remain a serious 
concern. The board considers these price 
levels are not viable for most growers.

The same concerns were expressed 
by grower clients who attended recent 
processor briefing sessions. Clyne 
Foods briefed clients on January 19 and 
Sunbeam Foods held a briefing session 
on January 29. Numerous growers 
emphasised the need for better pricing 
if growers were to become viable again.

“While any price improvement was 
welcome, the increases in 2007 prices 
for most varieties (apart from currants) 
does not go anywhere near recovering 
last year’s price cuts”, ADFA Chairman, 
Peter Jones said.  For example, the price 
for Sultanas will remain about $150/
tonne below the 2005 season price.

“2007 prices were well below 
growers’ cost of production and 
probably below the level needed 
to maintain grower interest and 
commitment to the industry”, he said

Growers already face the prospect 
of lower incomes due to reduced 
production levels this season & the 
marginal price increases will do little to 
ease the financial pressure facing most.

We are all aware of the risk of reduced 
water allocations being made to 
irrigators in Victoria, NSW and South 
Australia in 2007/08 and the potential 
adverse impact on future production 
levels should not be underestimated.

Mr Jones said it was pleasing Clyne 
Foods had revised some prices 
upwards in response to the higher 
prices announced by Sunbeam 
Foods, but he would have liked 
to see them go even further. 

He said the clear message from 
most growers was that they will not 
be viable at 2007 price levels.

Growers  need better prices to be able 
to achieve income levels necessary 
for ongoing investment in new 
technologies or property build-up. 

No change to Sunbeam 
grower door payments
Sunbeam Foods has rejected two 
formal ADFA requests for changes 
to be made to the grower payment 
arrangements introduced in 2006.

ADFA’s main concern relates to the 
excessive delay of up to 60 days 

Minister Invited To 
Visit Sunraysia
Sunraysia Horticultural Alliance met 
with the new Victorian Minister for 
Agriculture, Joe Helper on Friday 
March 2 and discussed the major 
issues confronting each industry.

The invitation was extended following 
the Ministers recent comments 
about his intention to establish 
regular dialogue with industry and 
community interest groups.

Non-Forestry Managed 
Investment Schemes
At the time of writing this article, it is 
understood that the Federal Government 
may be reconsidering its decision 
relating to taxation arrangements 
to apply after 30 June 2007.

On December 21 2006 the Federal 
Government announced the new 
arrangements for the taxation of 
investments in forestry Managed 
Investment Schemes (MIS). This was 
followed on  February 6 2007, by 
Peter Dutton, Minister for Revenue and 
Assistant Treasurer who announced 
the new taxation arrangements for 
non-forestry agribusiness MIS.

He said the Government has decided 
not to introduce a similar taxation 
arrangement for investments in 
non-forestry agribusiness MIS after 
extensive discussions in recent 
months over the future tax treatment 
of investments such MIS. 

The ATO has advised the Government 
that it is preparing a draft Taxation 
Ruling which will set out its 
reconsidered position which will apply to 
arrangements entered into after 30 June 
2007. The ATO has stated that it would 
continue to issue Product Rulings for 
investments made prior to 1 July 2007

The effect of this change of 
interpretation of the current law is that 
investors in MIS would no longer be able 
to claim upfront deductions for their 
contributions to the MIS on the basis that 
the investor is ‘carrying on a business’. 

The effect of the likely change in 
interpretation by the ATO will be to place 
investments in non-forestry agribusiness 
MIS on the same footing as other 
‘passive’ investments in agriculture. 

The ADFA does not support MIS 
that are based on taxation benefits 
rather than market returns. 

Further, it is worth noting that the 
Australian dried grape industry has 
not experienced the distortions 
seen in other horticultural 
industries such as wine gapes.
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A grower-driven program for the 
table grape industry is setting new 
benchmarks for information exchange 
and quality improvement in Queensland.

The grower-controlled GoGrape project 
is based on information-sharing 
principles and attracts growers 
interested in new information or 
looking for solutions to local issues 
of importance to their business.

Participation is voluntary and individuals 
contribute to the project by undertaking 
trials in their vineyard, the results of 
which are then shared by the group.

Much of the project work has focused 
on Menindee Seedless, as it is the 
major variety grown in Queensland 
and by those growers participating 
in the project. The vine performance 
monitoring work and many of the 
field trials have been aimed at 
how to improve the fruitfulness of 
Menindee Seedless and successfully 
manage vines for consistent 
yield over consecutive years. 

Poor fruitfulness and the resultant 
low yield at harvest can be a 
result of multiple factors, either 
singularly or in combination. 

These include failure to develop floral 
buds (floral initiation), bud death, 
death of the floral primordium during 
dormancy or around budburst, low 
percentage budburst, inflorescence 
abscission, pre-flowering flower 
drop and poor fruit set. 

The first step was to identify what 
exactly was the nature of the 
fruitfulness problem and this was done 
by monitoring vine performance at key 
growth stages during the season.

Vine performance monitoring
Discussion between the participating 
growers and DPIF viticulturist 
established the relevant data to 
collect and data collection techniques 
were demonstrated to growers. 

Several vines are tagged in each 
vineyard block and all data is collected 
from these same tagged vines 
throughout the season. The information 
provides a quantitative picture of vine 

performance and allows growers to 
make informed management decisions. 

Bud fertility assessments

Bud fertility assessment s prior to 
pruning are the first data collected 
for the season and are now standard 
practice for growers in the GoGrape 
group. It provides growers with the 
opportunity to change bud numbers 
at pruning to compensate for low 
bud fertility, as well as plan vineyard 
management strategies around the 
reduced gross income from a lower 
projected yield. An indication of the 
level of bud mite infestation is included 
in the information and this allows 
growers to plan their early season spray 
programme to control mite numbers. 

Pruning

Following pruning and prior to 
budburst a systematic count is made 
of the number of buds on the vine. 
Combining this information with the bud 
fertility assessments enables an early 
prediction of bunch number and yield.

Data collected in 2005 (Table 1) 
shows that growers in St George leave 
considerably more buds per vine than 
growers in Mundubbera. Poor budburst 
of spurs retained in the crown and 
finding sufficient quality replacement 
canes is an issue in Queensland 
tablegrape districts. The number of 
crown buds per vine is recorded to 
assist with monitoring this problem.

Actual Fruitfulness

Between budburst and flowering, 
a systematic count of the number 
of shoots and inflorescences at 
each node position along the 
winter cane is undertaken. 

This data provides a wealth of 
information about the vine, two 
key pieces being the effectiveness 
of the Dormex applied and the 
actual fruitfulness of the vine.

Under the subtropical growing 
conditions of Queensland’s tablegrape 
districts the percent budburst when 
Dormex has been applied is only 60% 
to 70%. There is scope to in-part 

overcome the fruitfulness problem by 
simply improving the percent budburst.

A strong plant-environment interaction 
appears to be occurring, as indicated 
by the lower fruitfulness of Menindee 
Seedless vines at Mundubbera 
(Table 2). The lower percent fruitful 
shoots of burst buds translates 
into fewer bunches per vine and 
ultimately a lower yield at harvest.

Also typical of Menindee Seedless 
vines at Mundubbera was the higher 
ratio of fruitful tendrils to normal, 
fully developed inflorescences. In the 
2005 season the number of fruitful 
tendrils amounted to 25% of the 
normal, fully developed inflorescences 
on a vine (Table 2). If many of these 
fruitful tendrils could be converted 
into fully developed inflorescences, 
then the fruit yield at harvest could 
potentially be increased by up to 20%.

Harvest

Data collected at harvest provides the 
final snapshot of vine performance for 
the season along with an opportunity 
to quantify how effective were the 
management practices applied 
during berry growth and ripening. 
At Mundubbera, vines of Menindee 
Seedless invariably produced smaller 
berries of a lower sugar concentration 
despite the lighter crop load (Table 
3). It is yet to be established if 
this is due to a shorter growing 
season, less favourable growing 
conditions or some other factor(s). 

From the vine performance data 
collected throughout the season (Tables 
1, 2 & 3) it becomes possible to isolate 
the areas for improvement to achieve 
a specified performance target eg 
improve percent budburst or increase 
bunch weight to increase yield.

Berry growth measurements

Weekly berry measurements to 
monitor the rate of berry growth 
can be used to predict berry size 
at harvest and as an indicator of 
vine response to weather events or 
management practices. Growers 
within GoGrape have been making 

Improving productivity through grower 
knowledge: The GoGrape experience
GoGrape is a project aimed at arming growers so they can accurately monitor vine performance, 

find solutions to identified issues and improve vine productivity and profitability.  The project 
is proof of what can be achieved through collaboration, co-operation and participation.

By David Oag and Clinton McGrath, Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries



reliable recommendations on the best 
rootstocks for tablegrape production.

Vineyard productivity

The growers within GoGrape have 
identified a number of topics for 
further work in Menindee Seedless 
including crop forecasting, timing and 
effectiveness of GA sizing sprays, cost-
effectiveness of canopy management 
practices, cool chain management 
and effect of leaf removal on berry 
growth. Issues with Crimson Seedless 

weekly berry growth measurements 
and the data collected over the last 
two seasons is starting to provide an 
understanding of the typical berry 
growth curve for Menindee Seedless 
under local growing conditions. 

Field trials and other activities
Several field trials addressing 
a specific topic have been 
undertaken by individual GoGrape 
growers. The trials include:
■ Crop load effect on harvest 

time and fruit quality.
■ Effectiveness of GA in increasing 

berry size of Menindee Seedless.
■ Cost of production benchmarking.
■ Postharvest pruning to 

improve vine fruitfulness.
■ Sweetness level of Menindee  

Seedless preferred by consumers.

Crimson Seedless
Several growers in the GoGrape 
project have young Crimson Seedless 
vineyards and some preliminary 
field trial work has been done to 
date. Initial investigations indicate 
that some of the vine management 
practices recommended in Western 
Australia do not hold true under the 
growing conditions in Queensland. 

Crimson Seedless shows promise 
and has considerable potential 
despite the vine production problems 
experienced under the growing 
conditions in Queensland. The success 
or otherwise of Crimson Seedless in 
Queensland will largely depend on 
whether the necessary field trial work 
is undertaken to overcome the vine 
production problems encountered.

Opportunities in RD&E
New Varieties

DPIF is preparing to evaluate many of 
the new varieties in grower field trials in 
a number of major production districts. 
However this work will not proceed 
without funding. The aim is to provide 
an objective assessment of how the 
Australian (CSIRO) bred varieties and 
new overseas varieties will perform 
under local growing conditions.

Rootstocks

Several years ago DPIF established 
four replicated rootstock trials 
in partnership with collaborating 
growers. Only limited data has been 
collected. However, it is apparent that 
some rootstocks have a far greater 
ability to ripen the crop than do other 
rootstocks. Funding would enable 
detailed performance information to 
be collected from these trials and 

include practices for improving colour 
development and managing fruitfulness.

The GoGrape project is funded 
by voluntary contributions from 
participating growers, with matching 
funds from the Australian Government 
through Horticulture Australia Ltd. 
Funding for the GoGrape project 
and associated work discussed in 
this article was received from the 
Department of Primary Industries and 
Fisheries (Queensland Government).
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Table 1. Pruning data (2005/06 season) for Menindee Seedless grown at 
Mundubbera and St George.

 St George Mundubbera

Number of Count buds per Vine 94 73

Number of Canes per Vine 7 5

Number of Count Buds per Cane 13 13

Buds per Cane 15 15

Buds per Vine 120 87

Crown buds per Vine 26 14

Table 2. Fruitfulness of Menindee Seedless vines after budburst (2005/06 season) at 
St George and Mundubbera.

 St George Mundubbera

Budburst percentage  ..................................................69 ..................... 61

Percent fruitful shoots of burst nodes .........................53 ..................... 39

Total bunches per vine  ................................................39 ..................... 18

Crown shoots per vine ..................................................4 ....................... 4

Total shoots per vine ...................................................76 ..................... 45

Percent fruitful tendrils (ft’s) ...................................... 5.7 ..................... 25

Table 3. Performance of Menindee Seedless vines at St George and Mundubbera 
at harvest 2005.

 St George Mundubbera

Average weight of commercial bunches (g) ...............557 ................... 533

Number of commercial bunches per vine ...................29 ..................... 20

Yield in commercial bunches (kg/ vine) .......................16 ..................... 11

Average berry weight (g) ............................................ 6.2 .....................4.1

Average berry diameter (mm) .................................... 19.1 ...................18.1

Sugar level at harvest (% brix) .................................. 15.9 ...................13.9

Sugar:Acid ratio ......................................................... 29.4 ...................23.5
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NFF Engages In Education 
Debate For 2007
The National Farmers’ Federation 
has stepped into debate over one of 
the key issues for this year’s Federal 
Election – Education and Training.  

Labor Leader Kevin Rudd’s 
“Education Revolution” proposal 
indicates how seriously this issue 
will be taken by both parties.  

However, the NFF believes it’s important 
for the debate to include ‘real world’ 
input. It has warned against simple 
one-issue policies, and is pushing for a 
holistic approach to encourage growth 
in human capital across a range of 
policies on immigration, workplace 
relations, labour hire arrangements 
and employment participation. 

The NFF will engage with both parties 
as they develop education and training 
policies to ensure farmers’ priorities 
figure in decisions on how to meet the 
vocational skills and training needs 
of rural and regional Australia.

Climate Change Threat 
Must Be Tackled ‘Head On’ 
Farmer bodies are acknowledging 
the threat of global climate change 
to be potentially the biggest issue 
Australian agriculture has ever faced.

The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) Report has 
delivered more alarming forecasts 
for increasing seasonal variability 
and more extreme weather events.

“The Australian farming sector is 
dependent on weather conditions 
and any prolonged change in climatic 
patterns has the potential to plunge 
farmers and the majority of Australia 
into the realm of the unknown,” NFF 
President David Crombie said.

It was already apparent there was 
a need to better position agriculture 
to manage resources in a changing 
climate, and more research was 
urgently needed he said. 

“We need to enable all primary 
industries to plan, adapt and 
respond to greenhouse and climate 
change challenges... those of 
today and those predicted.

“For farm-based industries to mitigate 
and adapt, we must have relevant, 
regionally-based data to make long-
term region-based farming decisions. 
Within agriculture we need to target 
research to identify new varieties, new 
management systems and measure our 
emissions. What we need is accurate 
regional data and more targeted 
research to develop the tools for 

on-farm solutions that deliver sound 
environmental outcomes in the face 
of changing climatic circumstances.”

Mr Crombie said current programs 
and resources to address climate 
change were inadequate and needed 
to be cranked up, with farmers 
included as a part of the solution.

“This is particularly the case in building 
research capacity to develop the 
policies and commit the resources 
that can deliver ‘on the ground’ 
outcomes in a timeframe that provides 
certainty and security moving forward. 
A renewed government commitment 
is required in all these areas.

“The Government needs to make a 
significant investment in all our futures 
and must include agriculture as a 
fundamental part of any genuine tilt at 
a climate change solution – anything 
less will be to the cost of generations 
to come,” Mr Crombie said.

South Australian 
Water Reforms 
South Australia is currently making 
changes to water licensing 
arrangements as part of its commitment 
to the National Water Initiative. 

The draft Bill has now been 
developed and submissions invited 
by March 9.  The purpose of the 
Bill is to create greater certainty for 
investors, and increase the efficiency 
of water markets and water use.  

In summary, the existing water 
licences will be separated into their 
main components.  These are a Water 
Access Entitlement, a Water Allocation, 
a Site Use Approval, a Water Resource 
Works Approval and a Delivery Capacity 
Entitlement.  These changes aim to 
benefit water users by making transfers 
easier and more efficient, expanding 
the choices available for water 
management and providing clarity for all 
aspects of water access entitlements. 

The existing licence holders will 
continue to own a secure, personal 
property right in water (the new 
Water Access Entitlement) and water 
allocations on current licences will 
remain unchanged.  In fact, for most 
licensees, the proposed changes 
will make little or no significant 
difference.  However, the changes will 
improve the opportunities for those 
who wish to participate in the water 
trading market, making it explicitly 
clear to buyers and sellers what 
exactly is being bought and sold.

South Australia agreed to these 
changes when it signed the National 

Water Initiative in 2004.  Both 
Victoria and New South Wales have 
already met these requirements and 
are renegotiating how interstate 
water trading will occur based on 
these arrangements.  To continue to 
participate in interstate water trade, 
South Australia needs to redefine 
its licensing arrangements, to be 
consistent with the eastern states.

The timetable for the Government 
to pursue these changes is being 
driven by changes in interstate 
trading arrangements and the need 
to consult with those affected.

News Briefs

Climate Forum on 
Friday 30th March 
NSW DPI, in conjunction with Lower 
Murray Darling CMA, have organized a 
one day forum for farmers, agricultural 
advisors and rural service providers to 
look at the potential impacts of climate 
change on agriculture in this region of 
NSW. The forum is to be held on Friday 
30 March 2007 from 9am to 3.30pm 
at The Edge Hotel Motel, Buronga.  A 
small financial investment of either 
$22 per person or $33 per couple (GST 
Inc.) will be required - but all worth it!  
The program includes:

■ What is climate change, and what 
are its implications for agriculture in 
South Eastern Australia?- Dr. Peter 
Hayman - South Aust. Research & 
Development Institute

■ Evidence of change – influences 
and trends in NSW Climate - Mr. 
Perry Wiles - Manager, NSW 
Climate Services Centre, Bureau of 
Meteorology.

■ Analysis of recent climatic trends in 
the Lower Murray Darling, and their 
potential impact on key regional 
primary industries -Mr. Paul Carberry 
- NSW DPI (Climatology Unit)

■ Climate change and future water 
availability - Mr. Andy Close - Murray 
Darling Basin Commission

■ Climate Change Risk Assessment, an 
insurance industry view - Insurance 
Australia Group Ltd (Speaker tbc)

■ Adaptation to Climate Change 
– opportunities and challenges 
- CSIRO Sustainable Eco-Systems 
(Speaker tbc)

■ Putting adaptation into practice 
- Local agricultural industries offer 
some ideas for future direction

For information about the forum 
contact Greg Moulds at greg.
moulds@dpi.nsw.gov.au



■ Currants will be 
held at $1,300 per 
tonne the same as 
last year despite 
large overseas 
crops and a strong 
AUD.  Sunbeam has 
advised that we will 
receive previously 
contracted Currants 
that came out of 
contract in 2006 
as if they were 
still contracted for 
the 2007 season.

■ Sunbeam offering 
a $30 per tonne 
premium for 
Sultana and 
Sunmuscat 
delivered with low 
stalk and stem i.e. 
at levels below 1%.

The 2007 forecast 
for the total vine 
fruit crop tonnage 
is that it will be 
down on last year’s 
tonnage although 
some varieties such 
as Sunmuscat and 
Currants will be up. 
We have made very 
good progress in 
effectively marketing the 2006 fruit. 

We continue to extensively promote 
the Sunbeam and Angas Park brands.

Our marketing objectives are to 

The recently-released 2007 
prices provide a platform to 
build a base for future supply of 
Australian dried vine fruit.

They also reflect Sunbeam’s 
improved sales in local retail 
and industrial markets. 

For some grades the increase 
is as high as $95 per tonne 
with the low stalk premium. 

It is important to note that competitive 
pressure from imports remains 
very strong and the Australian 
industry needs to find better ways 
to compete in a global market. 

In recognition of this, Sunbeam is 
putting a “100% Australian grown” logo 
on packs such as Sultanas, Currants, 
Raisins, snack packs and nuts. This 
will occur over the autumn period.

The new labelling is aimed at 
differentiating Sunbeam packs from 
imported offerings, in particular 
house brands. The logo appeals to 
consumers to be conscious of buying 
Australian Grown where possible.

In summary the 2007 
price changes are-

■ Most grades of Sultana and 
Sunmuscat will increase by 
$30 per tonne and some as 
high as $65 per tonne

■ Sunmuscat will retain a premium 
of  $35 per tonne over Sultana

■ Raisin prices increase 
by $25 per tonne

increase the visibility of dried fruit, 
position our products as the perfect 
healthy snack, make dried fruit an 
everyday food, increase consumption 
among 18 to 35 year olds and continue 
to make Christmas Baking relevant.
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Sunbeam Update

“A Revolution in the Nailing of Grape Covers”

The Ringnail Fastener
Tony Lando 0418 346 352  •  Ph/Fax: (03) 5023 7527  •  E: tony@ringnail.com.au  •  www.ringnail.com.au

Unlike the traditional nail which tears the plastic covers with it’s sharp head, the 
Ringnail pierces the covers EFFORTLESSLY, with no damage to the covers.

“even in wild

winds the ringnails

still h
eld on’

Richard Lomman

Vice President ATGA

Table Grape growers of

Australia Pty Ltd

St George QLD

“WOW, I saved

$1500 on removal of 

Ringnails, over a 
60 acre patch,

compared to the 
traditional nail”,
Bevan Hall, Paringi.

Available from

and other leading stores.



Mildura table grape grower leading a 
new generation

Mildura grower Cos Cirillo is one of a new generation of leaders in the table grape industry, but 
admits he still harbors some doubts about taking on the role.
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Grower Profile

Cos Cirillo inspecting his crop of Crimson Seedless.

Mildura grower Cos Cirillo is one of a 
new generation of leaders in the table 
grape industry, but admits he still 
harbors some doubts about taking on 
the role.

“I’m passionate about this industry, I 
just love it – but there have been times 
when I’ve wondered if that’s enough,” 
Cos said.

“But my wife Kylie and I have two sons, 
Anthony and Josh, who want to go on in 
the business.  Our daughter Lucy (aged 
two) is a bit young yet, but I guess you 

Cos’ parents (Anthony and Lucia) were 
brought to Australia by their parents in 
the 1950s.  They were among a wave 
of migrants from post-war Italy “looking 
for a better life for their families”.

“My Uncle Alec tells us how he did six 
months at Werrimull (west of Mildura) 
cutting posts and clearing scrub for 
trellis for the block in Flora Avenue.

“They had glasshouses and dried fruit 
vines.  We stayed there until the 1970s 
when Dad got flooded out three years 
in a row and decided he wasn’t in the 
right place,” Cos said.

The family moved onto a 40-acre 
property in Ontario Avenue, but the 
brothers were not encouraged to 
consider horticulture as a career.

“The block was really only big enough 
for Dad and Mum and Dad felt my older 
brother should look for something else.

“He did a bricklayers’ apprenticeship, 
and later on I did the same thing, 

and that was what we did until 
the 1990s.

“When dried fruit prices 
plummeted in the 

1980s Dad had 
started doing a bit 

of table grape 
growing.  We 

could say already we don’t feel we have 
a choice,” Cos laughed.

A desire to move the industry toward 
change for the better is what prompted 
39 year old Cos to move beyond the 
farm gate and join the Sunraysia Table 
Grape Growers’ Board. He took on the 
chairman’s job two years ago, and is 
on the board of Australian Table Grape 
Growers’ Association.

“I really felt strongly that we needed to 
get the industry back on a more stable 
base. 

“I think when my Dad and Mum and 
Grandparents first started out here, they 

did things tough physically.  But 
these days, I think we 

do it mentally,” 
he said.



put in a packing shed and cool-room 
and started developing that side of 
things more.

“We still grow a little bit of dried fruit, 
and when you think about it before 
that price crash we were getting about 
$1200 a tonne and that’s about what 
we’re getting now, 25 years later.”

Still working full-time in the building 
industry, the brothers bought their own 
40 acre property at South Mildura in 
1987 and planted half to red globe and 
sultanas.

They have since continued developing 
the property in stages, and bought and 
developed another 20 acres nearby.  
The brothers were finally able to move 
into horticulture full-time in 1998.

“We had to work pretty hard to get to 
that point, and I suppose that’s one of 
the reasons I feel pretty strongly about 
it,” Cos said.

“I’ve always felt that what you put in 
is what you get out but we do seem 
to have to put in an awful lot now,” he 
said.

“There’s just no more slack.  A good 
year doesn’t necessarily tide you over 
the next couple of years any more.  
Everything is so tight you have to be 
having a good year every year.

“On the domestic side of things in 
Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide the 
individual shopkeeper, the corner store 
is disappearing.

“That puts all the pressure back onto 
supermarkets with bigger share of cake 
and fewer options for selling your fruit.

“There are other commodities that 
seem to be more readily-available and 
putting a lot of pressure on grapes.  
We’ve always had bananas, but 
stonefruit and mangos are there now 
for longer too – there’s only so much 
a family can spend its money on,” he 
said.

But despite the frustration of 
unpredictable pricing and increasingly 
difficult climatic challenges, Cos said he 
believed the industry was on the right 
track.

“The big one is market access to new 
places like China, Japan and Korea.  We 
are basically fighting tooth and nail to 
keep our industry above water.

“We need access to those Asian 
markets to open up, and I think we are 
getting so close.  That’s been one of 
the rewarding things about the work 
we’ve done in the past two years – the 
amount of pressure Jeff Scott (ATGA 
Executive Officer) and the market 
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Cirillo Family: Lucy with Kylie, Anthony, Cos and Josh.

 challenging, but rewarding.

“I used to say it was a blessing to be in 
this industry, but there are times now 
when I wonder if it’s not a curse,” he 
laughed.

“Doing the job is demanding time-wise. 
I probably spend about a day a week on 
Association business and that eats into 
family time and sometimes business 
time.

“We are facing some enormous 
challenges – water being the biggest 
of them—but this is an industry where 
things are always changing.

“Even our old family place, in Ontario 
Avenue, we are now gradually selling 
off to housing.  It’s in a residential 
area now, and there’s no future for 
horticulture there.

“And that’s the way it is. In all our 
family’s time in horticulture we 
have been in a constant state of 
redevelopment and change, and 
unfortunately that’s the way it has to be.

“It’s a bit the same with the industry. 
But I do think now that we are headed 
for better things.”

access sub-committee have been able 
to apply has been tremendous. 

“Access will take a lot of pressure off 
domestic markets and give us new 
opportunities to sell product.  That will 
then take the pressure off our traditional 
export markets, and the flow-on effect 
should be to improve prices across the 
board.”

Cos said the increasing confidence of 
growers in their organisations was also 
rewarding.

“We’ve shown growers that it’s worth 
being a member of their association.

 “We’ve had membership in the 
Sunraysia Association triple and we’re 
getting good positive feedback about 
the use of levies for promotion.  

 “Growers seem to be feeling the 
promotions are well-targeted and timely 
for each major production area, and 
that’s been a huge step forward,” he 
said.

Cos said he had found the step to take 
up a leadership role in the industry was

“...when my dad and 
mum and grandarents 

first started out 
here, they did things 
tough physically. But 
these days, I think 
we do it mentally.
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The 2003 trials showed that oil-soluble 
alkyl silicone adjuvant “BreakthruTM 
TurboDry” (TD) improved fruit quality 
under difficult (wet weather) drying 
conditions. The 2004 trials confirmed 
that adding TD to drying emulsion, in 
a season with ideal drying conditions, 
resulted in an equivalent fruit quality 
at lower production cost than current 
practices (MacGregor and Gaskin 2004).

Early in this first project the industry 
proposed a second phase to the 
research to explore whether a water-
soluble organosilicone can also be 
added to potash-oil emulsion to 
further, and dramatically, reduce 
application costs, remove the need to 
use specialised wetting machines to 
apply drying oil and maintain or further 
enhance fruit quality. The second 
phase of the research also wanted 
to test whether reducing the spray 
volumes required to saturate bunches 
and increasing the speed of spray 
application (by increasing the ground 
speed) would still produce good-
quality dried grapes at reduced costs. 

Consequently, the project, “Further 
improve drying efficiency of bunches” 
(HAL project number DG04002) was 
funded from July 2004 to June 2006. 

The surface tension of spray droplets 

The adequate coverage of all 
berries with drying emulsion is 
essential for the production of 
high quality trellis-dried grapes. 

Therefore, improvements in the 
application of drying emulsion are 
constantly being sought to lift quality 
and reduce production costs.  A 
series of research projects over five 
years funded by Horticulture Australia 
Limited (HAL) and the Victorian 
Department of Primary Industries 
(DPI) have assessed the effects of 
three alkyl silicones on spreading of 
drying emulsion, and the most efficient 
methods and volumes of application.

Between July 2002 to June 2004 
a project titled “Quality gains 
by improving the evenness and 
efficiency of drying grape bunches” 
(HAL project number DG02001) 
evaluated the effects of three alkyl 
silicones on spreading of potash-oil 
emulsion (drying emulsion). The aim 
of this project was to develop non-
phytotoxic formulations that improve 
the coverage of emulsion sprays on 
grape bunches. The expectation was 
that better coverage should lead to 
increased fruit quality, reduced spray 
volumes and be more labour efficient, 
plus greater profits for growers.

limits the spreading of drying 
emulsion on berries. Recent studies 
have shown that an oil-soluble alkyl 
silicone adjuvant “BreakthruTM 
TurboDry” (TD) can increase the 
spread of drying emulsion. However, 
further investigation was required 
to test whether a water-soluble 
organosilicone adjuvant (S240) can be 
used to further improve the spreading 
of drying emulsion and reduce the 
spray volume required without losing 
the quality of dried grapes produced.  

At the beginning of this project, physical 
and chemical properties of TD and S240 
were evaluated by Plant Protection 
Chemistry New Zealand (Robyn Gaskin). 
Before commencing field trials in 2005, 
the phytotoxic effects of Mistral oil and 
S240 were evaluated on the key variety, 
Sultana. A number of statistically 
designed and replicated trials were 
conducted on growers’ properties in 
2005 and 2006 to confirm whether: 

■ Adding S240 to different emulsion 
mixtures improves the spread 
of emulsion and the consistency 
of colour of dried grapes.

■ Volumes of drying emulsion used 
can be reduced to the extent 
that no recycling is required.

Sunraysia trials
Further to the replicated research trials, 
in 2005, seven growers from Sunraysia 
area with varying property management 
regimes also conducted trials on their 
vineyards to gather broader information 
about the effectiveness of TD to improve 
drying efficiency of grape bunches. 

The key findings of the trials were:
■ Mistral oil and S240 did not cause any 

phytotoxicity to young grape shoots. 
■ Coverage of berries inside tight 

bunches was not affected by the 
use of adjuvants or reduction of 
volume compared with the control.

■ In general, the loss of moisture 
from grape berries in the early 
stage of drying (within first 10 days 
after spraying) was accelerated 
by the use of double strength 
emulsion containing adjuvants, TD 
or S240. However, it was not proven 
conclusively whether the use of these 
adjuvants produced better fruit. 

Further improving the drying
efficiency of bunches

Many dried fruit growers believe they can save money by using adjuvant with a 
drying emulsion – but new research shows growers should do their sums first.

By Mahabubur Mollah and Mark Krstic, DPI-Mildura

 New model of the standard wetting machine in action.
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Assumptions:
■ Row spacing = 3.3 metres (11ft). 

■ Turning time at the headland is the 
same regardless of speed of travel 
during spraying and not included in 
the comparison.

■ Calculation is based on one hectare 
of vineyard (headland is not included 
in one hectare unit).

■ Labour cost = $50/h (2 persons- one 
driving the sprayer and the other 
following with the refill tank (chaser))

■ Tractor (including fuel) = $50/h (2 
tractors – one for the sprayer and the 
other for the refill tank

■ Yield = 8.0 dried tonne/ha.

Known:

TD is used @ 5% in oil in the emulsion 
mixture

S240 is used @ 0.3% in water in the 
emulsion

Cost of TD (TurboDry) = $53.35/L

Cost of S240 (Brush wet) cost = $34/L

Cost of potash = $ 1.08/kg

Cost of Victorian drying oil = $ 4.0/L

Calculations:

One hectare = 10,000 m2, therefore 

there is 3030.3 m of linear row length 

in one hectare of vineyard with 3.3 m 

row spacing.

Based on the above assumptions costs 

under different scenarios have been 

estimated (Tables 1 and 2).

Comparison of production costs under different scenarios

faster (4.0 km/h) and using smaller 
size nozzles spraying double strength 
emulsion without adjuvants. 

■ Cost of using an organosilicone 
adjuvant S240 with drying emulsion 
will outweigh any potential benefit.

Industry perceived economic gain by 
using adjuvant with drying emulsion 
may not be realised. A thorough 
economic analysis is suggested before 
recommending the use of any adjuvant. 

■ Similar quality dried grapes (in 
terms of moisture and colour) were 
produced by applying lower volumes 
(as low as 4,000 L/ha) of emulsion 
with or without adjuvants compared 
with the control. There is a polynomial 
relationship between the amount of 
emulsion applied and the emulsion 
retained by the fruit and canopy.

■ Up to $180/ha can be saved by 
driving a standard wetting machine 

It appears that a potential cost saving 
is possible through the reduction 
of emulsion volume which can be 
achieved by applying spray at a faster 
ground speed and using appropriate 
nozzle setting. The application of 
low volumes will allow the use of a 
simple and cheap wetting machines 
(as there is no need for recycling), 
resulting in further savings in 
capital and maintenance costs. 

 Scenario 1: Scenario 2: Scenario 3: Scenario 4: Scenario 5:
 High vol. Medium vol. Medium vol. Low vol. Low vol.
 0.5% oil, 1.0% oil, 1.0% oil, 1.0% oil, 1.0% oil,
 0.6% K 1.2% K 1.2% K+TD 1.2% K 1.2% K+TD
   Cost component @ 1.5 km /h @ 4.0 km /h @ 4.0 km /h @ 4.0 km /h @ 4.0 km /h

Spray volume (L/ha) 10,000 6,000 5,500 4,000 4,000

Spraying time (h/ha) 2.02 0.76 0.76 0.76 0.76

Labour ($/ha) 101.00 38.00 38.00 38.00 38.00

Tractor ($/ha) 101.00 38.00 38.00 38.00 38.00

Oil ($/ha) 200.00 240.00 220.00 160.00 160.00

Potash ($/ha) 64.80 77.76 71.28 51.84 51.84

TD ($/ha) - - 149.38 - 106.70

Total cost 466.80 393.76 516.66 287.84 394.54

Table 1.  Estimated costs of spraying for different scenarios using standard wetting machine.

 Scenario 1: Scenario 2: Scenario 3: Scenario 4:
 Medium vol. Medium vol. Low vol. Low vol.
 1.0% oil, 1.0% oil, 1.0% oil, 1.0% oil,
 1.2% K 1.2% K+TD 1.2% K + S240 1.2% K +TD + S240
   Cost component @ 4.83km /h @ 4.83km /h @ 4.0 km /h @ 4.0 km /h

Spray volume (L/ha) 5,700 5,100 5,700 5,400

Spraying time (h/ha) 0.63 0.63 0.63 0.63

Labour ($/ha) 31.50 31.50 31.50 31.50

Tractor ($/ha) 31.50 31.50 31.50 31.50

Oil ($/ha) 228.00 204.00 228.00 216.00

Potash ($/ha) 73.87 66.10 73.87 70.00

TD ($/ha) - 136.04 - 144.05

S240 ($/ha) - - 581.40 550.80

Total cost 364.87 469.14 946.27 1,043.85

Table 2.  Estimated costs of spraying for different scenarios using air-blast sprayer.
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remain stable on the 2006 pricing.  
There will be an increase in the existing 
four light by $50 a tonne. Currant 
pricing remains flat at $1250 per tonne.

Payment options
Clyne Foods will be offering 
three payment structures 
for the 2007 harvest.

Option (1)

30% low door payment, 30 days 
after receival with ten monthly 
payments commencing in May.

Option (2)

30% low door payment with 50% 
of balance in November and the 
remaining 50% paid over December, 
January and February. (Growers 
will benefit by an additional $40 
a tonne over all grades by taking 
option 2 of the payment structure.)

Option (3)

50% payment in November and 
the remaining 50% over December, 
January and February. (Growers will 
benefit by an additional $70 a tonne 
over all grades by taking option 3.)

Clyne Foods also informed growers that 
expected intake for the 2007 harvest 
would be 5000 tonnes. Long term 
grower contracts were available for 
this harvest and beyond by contacting 
Mr. Barry Bottams. Ph 0428 214 477

Clyne Foods management wishes 
all growers a successful harvest.  
We look forward to working closely 
during the season to establish new 
markets and retain existing markets 
with quality dried vine fruit. 

Clyne Foods has streamlined its grading 
system this season to better suit market 
demands and to cut warehousing costs.

The company outlined changes to its 
grading, payment structures, quality 
and indicative pricing arrangements 
to more than 120 growers at its 
annual grower information night 
in Mildura on January 19.

Clyne Foods directors Norm and Chris 
Clyne, Marketing Manager Jim Mullan 
and Purchasing Manager Barry Bottams 
attended the information night.

For this season and beyond Clyne 
Foods has established new grades for 
sultanas, reducing the overall number 
of grades from fourteen to seven. 

The new grades better suit the 
market place and will reduce costs 
in warehousing. The reduced costs 
along the supply chain from farm gate 
to processor will help move towards 
increased returns to growers. 

The new Sultana grades will be 
Premium, Choice and Select. 

Premium will consist of the existing 
five and four light grades. Choice will 
be the existing three light and five dark 
combined. Select will consist of the 
existing three and four dark grades.

Sunmuscats will be the Premium 
and Choice grading system.  There 
will be only one grade of Currants.

The new grading system adopted 
by Clyne Foods is believed to be the 
first change in dried fruit industry 
grading for more than 50 years.

The company also announced indicative 
pricing for 2007, with all prices to 

Clyne Foods announces 
harvest changes

Clyne Foods Update

Clyne Farms at Pomona began cutting Sultanas on February 2.

GRAFTED
VINES – 2007

Autumn Royal on Freedom

Black American on Ramsey

Crimson on Paulsen

Crimson on Richter 99

Crimson on Schwarzmann

Flame on Freedom

Menindee on Freedom H5

Menindee on H5 Sutlana

Red Globe on Dog Ridge

Sultana on Ramsey

Sun Muscat on Paulsen

Flame on 101-14



ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott

teleconference with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trading (DFAT) to 
discuss the matter. The ATGA advised 
DFAT that it was strongly against a FTA 
with Chile and that such an agreement 
would have massive economic 
impact on Australian horticulture. 
Those concerns have been noted.

Table grapes from the Sunraysia 
and Riverland regions can now 
be exported to Indonesia under 
new fruit fly-free arrangements. 
Indonesia has confirmed that fruit 
from Sunraysia and the Riverland no 
longer need to be treated for fruit fly, 
a reversal of a previous decision.

New concerns have risen regarding 
the consequences of ceasing methyl 
bromide treatment of Californian table 
grapes exported to Australia. The 
Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) has held talks with Plant Health 
Australia and a letter has been submitted 
to Biosecurity Australia outlying 
our concerns. We are still awaiting 
Biosecurity Australia’s response.

Plant Health Australia 
The ATGA is now a member of Plant 
Health Australia. As a result the ATGA 
will now become a signatory to the 
Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed 
(EPPRD). This will enable the ATGA 
to have a say in the decision-making 
process and cost sharing arrangements 
of an eradication program should their 
be an incursion of exotic pests.

Promotions 
The second stage of the ATGA 
promotions project, administered 
by Horticulture Australia (HAL), 
was launched in February. Over 
300 government buses and trams 
in Melbourne and Sydney carried 
our new promotional theme ‘grape 
time anytime’ on their side in bright 

The harvest 
season is currently 
in full swing for 
the Southern 
states. Menindee 
Seedless have 
been harvested 
and growers 
have commenced 
picking Thompson 
Seedless. Many 
growers said 

they were happy with the returns on 
Menindee, although prices dropped 
towards the end of the season. It is 
hoped that good quality Thomsons will 
maintain the current prices to growers. 

A recent visit to the Brisbane, Sydney 
and Melbourne wholesale markets 
indicated that grape sales are 
moving steadily, but the demand has 
not been as strong as last year.

Domestic demand for red grapes 
has slowed this year, particularly 
the seeded varieties. 

It is clear that consumers prefer 
seedless table grapes and good 
quality Menindee, Thomsons and 
Crimson have all been popular. 

International markets 
Australian growers are set to face strong 
competition from South Africa and Chile 
in international markets this season.

Reports from overseas indicate the 
South African table grape crop will be 
slightly larger than last year with a 
greater volume of fruit to be exported. 
Growing conditions have been favourable 
to producing good quality crops in both 
their northern and western production 
regions. In addition, the South African 
exchange rate is low against the US 
dollar and this has helped export prices. 

The Chilean crop, which is also larger 
than last year, is also expected to 
perform well on export markets.

A Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between 
Australia and Chile is currently 
being discussed by relevant parties. 
The preliminary negotiations will 
be based around the FTA’s both 
countries have with the United 
States (US) and draw on similarities 
from each of those agreements. 

I was recently involved in a 

colorful posters. This has proved 
to be an effective tool in spreading 
the message to consumers as the 
images are not only eye-catching, 
but reach a large audience as the 
trams and buses travel the streets.

A new initiative this year has been 
to work with the major wholesale 
markets and to link in with their 
promotional programs. The programs 
focus on attracting the attention of 
children and enticing them to eat 
more grapes. Melbourne markets has 
organised distribution of table grapes 
to nearly 10,000 school children 
during the month of March. Sydney 
and Brisbane have similar programs. 

The more children we can 
entice to eat grapes, then the 
greater the flow-on influence to 
families to purchase grapes.

An industry profile pack on table 
grapes for overseas marketing will 
soon be completed. This will involve: a 
booklet and a PowerPoint presentation. 

The booklet contains details of the 
Australian table grape industry 
including regional facts, a map 
indicating major production areas 
and availability of different varieties. 
This will be in a folder format 
allowing for extra information such 
as regional and statistical information 
to be added when needed.

A Video/DVD with up-to-date 
images and information regarding 
the Australian table grape industry 
is also near completion.

Farewell and thank-you 
ATGA Vice President Richard 
Lomman has announced he is 
steeping down as the Queensland 
representative on the ATGA Board.

Mr Lomman was one of the foundation 
members in driving the development of 
the ATGA and has been the inspiration 
for many insights into the development 
of the table grape industry in Australia, 
particularly in Queensland where 
he is Chairman of GrapeConnect. 

The ATGA wishes Richard the 
very best in all future endeavors 
and thanks him sincerely for the 
dedication and time devoted to the 
ATGA and table grape industry.
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ATGA Chief Executive Report

Strong Competition for Exports

“  Table grapes from the 
Sunraysia and Riverland 

regions can now be 
exported to Indonesia 
under new fruit fly-
free arrangements.
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A Task Force formed to help Sunraysia’s 
horticultural industries identify a 
path to a sustainable and profitable 
future has reached a key milestone.   

The taskforce includes representatives 
from industry and all levels of 
government and commissioned three 
major research projects aimed at 
helping irrigated horticulture plan 
a competitive and viable future.

These projects have been funded by 
the Federal Department of Agriculture 
Fisheries and Food and managed 
by the Task Force.  They are:

■ Sustainable Enterprises 
for Horticultural properties 
(ABARE project).

■ Industry collaboration – Options 
to achieve economies of scale for 
horticulturists (Street Ryan Project).

■ Scoping, Value Adding and Regional 
Diversification – To identify and 
collate relevant work regarding 
the opportunities for horticulture 
to reduce the regional cost of 
production, value add, diversify, 
improve the supply chain, remove 
regulatory impediments and reduce 
cost. (Scholefield Robinson Project).

The Task Force has strongly 
endorsed the resulting reports 
and a formal launch will make the 
results available to growers.

Findings from the Studies
Sustainable enterprises 
(ABARE report)
■ The main horticultural crops 

will continue to face global 
competition and will face ongoing 
declining terms of trade, with 
price fluctuations dictated by 
global supply and demand. 

■ Opportunities exist for Australia 
to continue to create markets 
in supplying high-value, 
high-quality product.

■ Achieving economies of scale has 
been a successful strategy, but it 
is important to note the underlying 
fundamentals of the business must 

be sound otherwise expansion will 
only magnify losses not profits.

■ Many businesses are making 
low or negative profits, and will 
either have to continue to rely on 
off-farm income or change.

The implications of the 
ABARE report are:-
■ At current prices many businesses 

with low or negative profits are likely 
to choose not to produce a crop and, 
given the high value of water, are 
likely to trade water out of the district.

■ The inevitable consequence of 
low grower prices is reduction in 
supply of horticultural goods.

■ The long non-bearing period and 
the high capital investment required 
for permanent plantings result in a 
long time lag between market price 
signals and changes in supply.

■ Market adjustment is slower and 
means that volumes “overshoot” 
price signals resulting in too 
much volume or too little 
volume and usually too late.

■ This fact needs to be at the forefront 
of the design of Government 
planning and structural adjustment 
policy for horticultural regions 
with permanent plantings.

■ Paying low prices relative to 
production costs means that there 
will be long term reduction in 
volumes supplied to processors until 
prices improve enough to attract 
and retain capital in production.

■ This fact needs to influence 
the long term price planning of 
fruit purchasers, if they want 
long term security of supply.

■ Growers who choose to remain 
producers of wine, dried grapes, 
citrus crops will have to continue 
to make efficiency improvements 
and focus on quality. This is 
not new and the region has a 
history of achieving this.

■ Growers can consider using the 
Street Ryan templates and case 
studies to assist in achieving 

efficiency improvements, and 
adding value to production.

■ Growers who decide that they want 
to move away from the traditional 
dried fruit, wine and citrus markets 
can consider the options identified 
in the Scholefield Robinson report, if 
they are more appropriate for their 
business and individual goals.

Value-adding and diversifying 
(Scholefield Robinson report)

The Scholefield Robinson report 
identifies that at a regional level:

■ Generally there is little scope 
to reduce cost of production 
in wine grapes.

■ There are investment barriers in 
dried grapes limiting expansion 
and technology uptake.

■ Regionally labour, water and 
power are high-cost.

■ Reducing overhead costs 
are a priority.

■ Value-adding opportunities 
exist in biotechnology, organics, 
protected crops, Kosher, Halal, 
Ethical foods, pre-prepared/
packaged, juicing and drying.

■ There is a need to move away from 
the traditional supply chain to a more 
collaborative integrated value chain.

■ A range of new crops have been 
identified that can be used to diversify 
the region’s horticultural base. This 
will need to be adopted bearing in 
mind the steps identified in the report, 
especially market development steps.

The next steps
The Mildura Horticultural 
Taskforce has agreed:

■ To make available all the full reports 
and templates on a website and 
issue the resources to service 
providers who deal with growers.

■ To encourage Individual growers 
to take part in a collaboration/
diversification program using the 
resources created. The aim is to get 

Mildura Horticulture Task Force
– The Next Steps

A slump in farm gate prices for Sunraysia’s horticultural crops prompted the formation of 
a regional task force last year. The Mildura Rural City Council (MRCC) and Wentworth Shire 

took a lead role by instigating studies to better understand the financial impacts and to 
identify strategies to improve the outlook. Results from the studies are now emerging.
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■ Reduce machinery costs by 
machinery sharing rings, 
machinery cooperatives, tailored 
local machinery arrangements.

■ Reduce labour costs by sharing 
labour, using labour hire 
services and contractors.

■ Reduce irrigation equipment costs 
by sharing irrigation equipment and 
cooperative supply arrangements.

■ Reducing input costs by using joint 

the project’s business templates 
and diversification options being 
considered and, where appropriate, 
being used by individual growers 
to achieve improved business 
resilience and performance. There 
also needs to be coordination 
of growers who want to work in 
groups e.g. for machinery rings, 
marketing, alternative crops etc.

■ That actions recommended in project 
reports be implemented at a regional 
level and overseen by the Task Force. 

■ To engage with Federal and State 
governments to ensure that 
government programs and policy is 
informed by a better understanding 
of the needs and characteristics 
of irrigated horticulture.

Options for collaboration 
(Street Ryan report)

The Street Ryan Report provides 
business models and case study 
examples that can be used 
by individual growers to:

■ Increase scale by leasing land, share 
farming land, and purchasing land.
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purchasing arrangements for farm 
inputs, marketing and research.

■ Using contractors for 
supplying services.

■ Collaborate with similar growers to 
improve market access, supply chain 
and branding, thus improving price.

(Refer web site at 
www.murraymurrumbidgee.com.au 
for information on business 
models and case studies)
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Food Finance. The consideration for 
the transfer would be $15.00 per 
Share. In addition, Shareholders 
would receive a special fully franked 
dividend of $2.00 per Share.

Scheme Booklet
The Scheme Booklet was forwarded 
to shareholders on 30 January 2007 
and provided a summary of the 
proposal for Food Finance to acquire 
all the Shares in Sunbeam. It also 
advised that the Scheme Meetings 
to approve the acquisition were to be 
held on Thursday 1 March 2007. 

The Booklet advised that the 
Independent Expert has concluded 
that the Schemes are fair and 
reasonable and in the best 
interests of Shareholders.

What the Booklet said
Expected Benefits for Shareholders 
and Other Considerations
■ The Directors unanimously consider 

that the expected advantages of the 
Schemes for Shareholders outweigh 
the potential disadvantages

■ That this conclusion is supported 
by the Independent Expert’s Report.  
The Expert assessed the fair value of 
both Ordinary Shares and Preference 
Shares to be in the range of $15.49 
to $16.89 per Share, and has valued 
the consideration offered in both 
the Ordinary Share Scheme and the 
Preference Share Scheme at $17.00.

■ Advantages of the Acquisition 
Proposal include substantial premium 
to previous trading prices and 
immediate and certain fair value.

Possible disadvantages of 
the Acquisition Proposal
■ Differing view on value 

■ Loss of interest in 
Sunbeam’s business

■ Taxation consequences

Food Finance
■ Food Finance - would acquire 

all of the Ordinary Shares held 
by Shareholders if the Ordinary 
Share Scheme is approved by 
Shareholders and the Court and 
all of the Preference Shares held 
by Shareholders if the Preference 
Share if the Preference Share 
Scheme is also approved by 
Shareholders and the Court.

■ Australian proprietary company 

The acquisition proposal by Food 
Finance for the industry’s major dried 
fruit packer, Sunbeam Foods, has clear 
implications for the future well-being 
of Australian dried grape growers.

A Shareholders’ meeting held 
on 1st March 2007 agreed to 
the acquisition proposal.

However, it is worth noting a range 
of questions relating to grower 
and ADFA concerns about the 
company’s future intentions have 
been raised and answers provided.

ADFA placed on the record growers’ 
questions about the potential 
implications of the proposed merger in 
a news release on January 11, 2007.

Issues raised by ADFA and considered 
to be vital to the future well-being of 
Australian dried grape growers included:

■ Clarification of the company’s 
attitude towards use of Australian 
product rather than imported 
fruit and the need to maintain 
a viable Australian industry. 

■ Clarification of the company’s 
ongoing commitment to grower 
supply contracts and any long 
term dedicated growers who 
may not have contracts. 

■ Concerns about the company’s 
attitude to continued 
processing of dried grapes in 
Australia and the associated 
investment that is required.

Sunbeam Foods Group Chief 
Executive, Richard Findlay advised 
ADFA that Sunbeam Foods Group 
would continue to operate under the 
existing management structure if the 
merger proposal was approved.

“Sunbeam Foods Group will 
continue to operate under the 
existing management structure”

Information about the merger plans 
was also distributed formally to 
shareholders in company advice.

A letter from the Sunbeam Foods 
Group Chairman on December 22, 
2006, advised all Sunbeam Foods 
shareholders about the proposal 
for Food Finance to acquire 100% 
ownership of Sunbeam. 

The proposed acquisition was to 
be implemented by two Schemes 
of Arrangement between Sunbeam 
and its Shareholders under which 
all Shares would be transferred to 

which is a 100% subsidiary of 
Food Holdings. Forecast total group 
revenue of Food Finance and its 
subsidiaries for the financial year 
ending 30 June 2007 is A$247m. 

■ Food Finance and its subsidiaries 
have over 350 employees.

Food Holdings
■ An Australian proprietary company. 

Food Holdings’ largest shareholders 
are CHAMP Food Holdings I, LLC 
and CHAMP Food Holdings II, LLC 
(holding 31.9% in aggregate of the 
fully diluted share capital), Perpetual 
Trustee Company Limited (Perpetual) 
as trustee for the CHAMP Buyout 
II Trust (CHAMP II Fund) (18.6%) 
and Manassen Holdings Pty Ltd 
(Manassen) (27.3%). Members of 
the management team and former 
shareholders of MFA hold the 
remaining 22.2% of the fully diluted 
share capital of Food Holdings.

Manassen Holdings Pty Ltd
■ An Australian proprietary company 

controlled by Robert Manassen.

Food Finance’s intentions if the 
Ordinary Share Scheme is implemented

  (The booklet outlined Food Finance’s 
intentions in relation to continuation 
of Sunbeam’s businesses; any major 
changes to Sunbeam’s businesses and 
any redeployment of Sunbeam’s fixed 
assets; and the future employment of 
Sunbeam’s present employees. It said 
final decisions would be reached only 
after a detailed review of the business 
after completion of the Acquisition 
Proposal. Accordingly, they were 
statements of current intention only 
which may change as new information 
became available or circumstances 
changed.)

■ Food Finance intends to continue the 
businesses of Sunbeam and not make 
any major changes to Sunbeam’s 
businesses or to the future 
employment of Sunbeam’s employees

■ Food Finance intends to continue to 
operate the business consistent with 
its existing strategies and initiatives

■ Board and staff - the current Directors 
and officers of Sunbeam would 
cease to hold an equity position in 
Sunbeam and Food Finance intends 
to replace the current Directors 
of Sunbeam and its subsidiaries 
with its own representatives.

Acquisition of Sunbeam Foods
by Food Finance



collection had been reduced, as the 
Mid area site had accommodated the 
largest collection of rootstock varieties 
in Australia. Fortunately, the supply of 
Vinifera material would not be affected 
by the loss of the Mid area site.

Mr Thomas stated the move away from 
the Mid area and factory complex would 
necessitate a rethink of how VAMVVIA 
managed it harvest activities, however 
he was confident any problems would 
be overcome. 

In a more recent agreement with the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA), VAMVVIA has relocated its office 
to 31 Deakin Avenue Mildura, the head 
office of the ADFA.

The ADFA Office facility also 
accommodates the office of the 
Australian Table Grape Growers 
Association and Horticulture Australia 
Ltd.

Mr Thomas expressed his gratitude 
to the Board of Management of the 
ADFA for their continued support of the 
Association.

General Manager of the Association, 
Michael Pullen stated that the 
agreement to relocate, together with 
the downturn in demand, particularly 
from the wine grape sector meant that 
it had been necessary to restructure 
the business. As part of the restructure, 

After more than 12 months of 
negotiation between DPI Victoria and 
the Victorian and Murray Valley Vine 
Improvement Association (VAMVVIA) 
agreement has been reached that will 
enable VAMVVIA to continue to produce 
and supply high health status vine 
cuttings to nurseries and growers on 
the domestic and export markets.

The agreement stipulates that VAMVVIA 
must leave its factory complex located 
on the DPI site in 11th Street Mildura 
and vacate the Mid area site (located 
between Irymple and Red Cliffs) where 
the Association has been producing 
high health status rootstock for more 
than 20 years.

The Mid area site was vacated by 
December 31, 2006 and the factory 
complex was vacated by January 31, 
2007.

Chairman of the Association, Gary 
Thomas said that the loss of the factory 
complex and Mid area production 
site was significant, however it was 
necessary to ensure the Association 
could continue to operate and that the 
remaining  planting’s at Dareton, NSW 
were protected for future years. The 
planting’s at Dareton would still enable 
VAMVVIA to produce large quantities 
of rootstock, however the number 
of varieties held within the VAMVVIA 

the Association reluctantly parted with 
its Research and Development Officer, 
Julian Connellan. Mr Pullen praised 
the efforts of Mr Connellan over the 
past 5 years, noting the significant 
contribution Mr Connellan had made 
to the development of the VAMVVIA 
development site at Dareton NSW, and 
to the establishment of the Australian 
National Nuclear Grapevine Collection at 
Dareton.

As a result of the relocation, VAMVVIA 
has new contact details.

Telephone (03) 5022 8499

Fax: (03) 5021 4833

Mobile 0418 997730

Email: michael.pullen@bigpond.com

PO Box 460, Irymple Victoria, 3498
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A new chapter for
Vine Improvment in the 
Murray Valley

VAMVVIA General Manager Michael 
Pullen.

Seasonal Support

Paul Gontier, Rural Finance Mildura

Ballarat (03) 5334 4511
Bendigo (03) 5448 2600
Colac (03) 5232 2680
Horsham (03) 5381 0052
Leongatha (03) 5662 5910 
Mildura (03) 5023 3025

Shepparton (03) 5821 2655
Swan Hill (03) 5032 9900
Traralgon (03) 5176 1761
Warrnambool (03) 5562 9611
Wodonga (02) 6056 9063
www.ruralfinance.com.au

Rural Finance has supported Victoria’s rural sector for over 60 years.

We are proud of our record of supporting farmers through seasonal and
economic adversity.

We offer:

• Seasonal Support • Flexible Loan Packages
• Personal On-Farm Service • No Ongoing Fees
• Rural Experience and Knowledge

Rural Finance - it’s who we are 
and what we do

mitch1713
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Irrigating vines

The Victorian Government’s 
announcement that irrigators can 
carry over unused water, that will open 
up new management options to help 
growers through the year ahead.

Growers in both NSW and Victoria 
can now consider their options and 
decide to save unused water from 
the current season. Permission to 
carry over will allow the water to 
then be used in 2007/08 when it is 
likely lower water allocations will 
be made (unless we experience a 
wetter-than-average winter/spring). 

Vines should be irrigated adequately 
during autumn as they go into dormancy. 
This ensures the vines are in the best 
condition for bud-burst in spring. If vines 
go into dormancy under stress due to 
inadequate watering and we experience 
another dry winter, then bud burst in 
spring will not be as strong and the buds 
will develop in a weaker condition. 

By irrigating properly post-harvest 
it is possible water may be saved 
next season (when water allocations 
may be lower) – a better option 
than trying to rectify poor bud 
burst and growth of vines.  

Chemicals under Review 
Certain chemicals considered to be of 
security concern are being reviewed by 
the Council of Australian Governments 
(COAG) and a discussion paper has 
been available for comment.

Dried grape growers will be concerned 
that the chemicals under review 
include paraquat (a component of 
Sprayseed) and the fertiliser potassium 
nitrate. Insecticides and snail baits 
such as methidathion (Supracide), 
methiocarb (Mesurol) and parathion 
methyl (Folidol) are also included.

Calcium nitrate, which had been included 
on other lists of likely chemicals to come 
under review, has not been included 
on the COAG discussion paper.

The ADFA response to this paper 
seeks to ensure chemicals used 
regularly by dried fruit growers 
continue to be readily-available.

Communication 
ADFA is compiling an email distribution 
list of interested members.

This will allow important and 
sometimes urgent notices to be quickly 
distributed to grower members.

If you are a member of the ADFA, 
have an email address and would 
like to be included please contact the 
ADFA on 5023 5174 or email your 
details to enquiries@adfa.asn.au 

ADFA Dried Grape 
Production Manual 
The ADFA Dried Grape Production 
Manual was revised and re-printed in 
2005 and made available to all dried 
grape growers. This quality publication 
has proven to be a very useful manual 
for growers and should be seen as an 
essential resource for those interested 
in producing high quality dried grapes. 

If you do not already have the 
manual just call into the ADFA 
offices and ask for a copy.

Advanced skills and training 
program for growers 
The most recent workshop in the 
current training program included a 
field visit to Sunset Sultanas to see 

how dried sultanas can be produced 
successfully on 500 acres.

The classroom session compared a 
number of scenarios based on last 
season.  The exercise looked at the 
experience of growers who began 
summer-pruning at the recommended 
start time compared to those who 
delayed harvest to try to get weight 
gains. It looked at the consequences of 
being caught by rain and the penalties 
for grade reductions, adhering leaf 
and dehydration costs. This exercise 
proved to be very enlightening for 
program participants and highlighted 
just how costly delaying harvest and 
getting caught by wet weather can 
be. It was the seventh of 10 workshop 
sessions in this year’s program. 

A new program is being planned to start 
in July. Any dried fruit grower is welcome 
to enrol by completing an expression of 
interest form available from the ADFA 
office or web site (www.adfa.asn.au) .

OH&S Manual 
The OH&S manual for horticulturists in 
the Murray Valley is nearly complete. 
The final proof has been approved by the 
Worksafe authorities and the industries 
involved and it is now being printed. As 
yet no date has been set for the launch. 

Drying for Profit activities

Managing reduced water 
allocations - Workshops
“Planning for the worst and hoping for the best”

The ADFA in conjunction with DPI Victoria 
will be conducting a number of these 
workshops after harvest. The workshops 
are designed to present dried grape 
growers with information on the options 
and strategies that are available to assist 
grower to best manage their properties 
and irrigation programs in a year when 
reduced water allocations are likely.

These workshops may be useful to 
growers as they consider how they will get 
all or some of their next crop through to 
the 2008 harvest. 

Dates and venues for the first round of 
workshops are –

Workshop 1 
3rd April: Banksia Room DPI Irymple 
10.00 am  & 2.00 pm

Workshop 2 
11th April: Red Cliffs Club  
10.00 am & 2.00 pm

Workshop 3 
12th April: Merbein Citizens Club 
10.00 am & 2.00 pm

Workshop 4 
13th April: Nyah Grand Hotel, 
Nyah West – 10.00 am

Workshop 5 
13th April: Robinvale Golf Club      
Robinvale – 3.00 pm

Please note that workshops will only be 
conducted if adequate registrations are 
received.

The group size will be a maximum of 15.

Booking to attend these workshops is 
essential. 

Please call the ADFA on 5023 5174 to book 
your position stating the date, time and 
preferred venue.

Participation in these workshops will be at 
no cost to growers.
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An urgent industry response to the 
APVMA Chemical Review Program

that without new data, many uses of 
dimethoate and fenthion are likely to 
come under significant pressure. 

However, for in-field use, it is anticipated 
that the provision of current residue trial 
data would result in a positive outcome 
and in all likelihood retention of a use. 
Therefore, to address this 
issue, potentially affected 
industries need to 
consider whether the two 
products are important 
and if so how the possible 
funding of the needed 
trials might be organised. 

To facilitate this process 
HAL has been trying to 
identify where data gaps 
exist and working 
with industry 
to develop 
co-ordinated 
programs aimed 
at filling the gaps 
where continued 
access has been 
determined as 
necessary.

The table grape 
industry is 
being urged to 
consider whether 
continued access 
to either chemical 

Two insecticides approved for use 
on table grapes are the subject of 
a formal review that could limit or 
remove them from use in the industry.

The APVMA (Australian Pesticide 
and Veterinary Medicine Authority) 
has a program of chemical review, 
to ensure chemicals meet safety 
and performance targets.

Insecticides approved for use in table 
grapes, dimethoate (Rogor, Saboteur 
etc) and fenthion (Lebaycid), are 
going through the review process this 
year. APVA will identify label changes 
it deems necessary, ranging from 
relatively simple label modifications to 
removal of crops from labels depending 
upon the specific area of concern.

Information on the use of the two 
insecticides has been provided but 
the industry has become aware 
there is a lack of suitable residue 
trial data for many crops. 

Much of what has been found and 
submitted is old and in some cases 
does not necessarily reflect the way 
these insecticides are now used in 
Australia. It is understood there is 
little relevant data available to support 
the uses in table grapes and that it 
is likely new data will be needed.

A preliminary assessment has indicated 

is necessary and if so how data 
generation might be funded. 

Feedback to HAL is needed urgently 
to allow an estimate to be made of 
the type, quantity and likely cost 
of data that might be needed. 

If you have any questions or wish 
to discuss any points covered 
above, please contact Kevin 
Bodnaruk on 02 9499 3833 or 
email akc_con@zip.com.au.

Fruit Growing Opportunity - North Bourke, NSW
BM

RC
OR

 1
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For Sale
Contact Agent for Details 
Inspect Today!

935Ha (2,310.39 acres)
• Good 06 melon results considering seasonal 
conditions • 104Ha citrus including mandarins & 
oranges • 135Ha of table grape vines • 59Ha of sub 
surface drip irrigation utilised 2006 for rockmelons 
• 40Ha of potential irrigation developed land with 
underground mains • 210Ha of support land with 
development potential • 1,300m2 packing shed 
containing 3 cool rooms • 07 water cap announced

ACN 062 057 201 - Under instruction from A.L. Smith 
Receiver and Manager

Les Walsh Landmark 
0419 985 802  
www.raywhiterural.com.au
Ray White Rural NSW (02) 9249 3710  
Duncan Schieb 0409 221 100

BMRCOR 1056_90x180[P]TV_ACN.indd   1 8/2/07   2:45:13 PM
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Climate change and its impact on 
horticultural industries has been an 
issue of great interest to grape growers 
over the past few years as good 
weather at harvest is critical to both 
the table and dried grape industries, 
and the ability to irrigate is crucial.

The Table and Dried Grape Industry 
Advisory Committees are currently 
assessing research priorities and 
approving project funding for the 
2007-08 financial year. As part of this 
process the industry contribution to 
Horticulture Australia’s across-industry 
program that funds research into 
issues of wide impact on Australian 
horticulture is noted.  The program 
is funded from a mandatory charge 
of 1.16% laid by HAL on all levy and 
voluntary contribution funds spent on 
industry R&D programs to co-ordinate 
an efficient industry wide approach to 
key priorities. Climate change is a good 
example of an across industry project.

Horticulture Australia in partnership 
with the Land and Water Australia 
program “Managing Climate Variability” 
is seeking to detail the key implications 
of a changing climate on horticultural 
industries and develop an action plan 
for climate change and variability. 

The plan will provide a framework 
for studies by individual industries 
to address the specific impacts 
on their stakeholders.

In viticulture, the impacts 
will likely be in:

■ Variable and reduced rain and snow 
in the catchment areas putting 
irrigation allocations at risk.

■ Higher evaporation causing 
lower runoff to river systems 
and higher usage.

■ Increased rainstorms impacting 
on pest and disease pressure and 
changing populations of insects 

and plants that carry diseases 
transferable to grapevines.

■ Increased summer thunderstorms 
impacting on drying conditions 
and fruit quality.

■ Higher summer temperatures 
leading to uncomfortable work 
conditions for vineyard workers.

■ Rapid drying if not spoiled by rain.

Reduced river flow is one of the key 
impacts of climate change in the Murray 
Darling Basin.  However it is not the 
only effect, and a HAL study Managing 
Climate Variability looks at the climate 
change influences on horticulture.

The Climate Change project is one of a 
number making up the across-industry 
program.  Representatives from 
the 10 major levy-paying industries 
determine the program through the 
Industry Management Committee. 
One member of the Committee 
also represents those industries 
that are not directly represented.

Other across-industry project areas 
that impact on viticulture are:

■ Pesticide regulation coordinator.

■ Coordination of minor use 
permits for horticulture. 

■ Horticulture Code of Conduct. 

■ Evaluation strategies for 
varieties derived from Australian 
breeding projects.

■ Human nutrition needs for 
horticultural Industries. 

■ Promoting the health advantages of 
F&V to increase their consumption

■ Coordination of market access 
for horticulture products.

■ Horticulture for tomorrow. 

■ Horticulture water initiative. 

■ Horticulture data audit.

Around the world
■ South African dried grape growers are 

blaming a late cold snap for much 
lighter yields than normal. However 
quality is good with unusually warm 
conditions having assisted drying.

■ In the United States, raisin industry 
sources are speculating more than 
10,000 acres of vines have been 
pulled out this year. Growers are also 
grappling with a very cold winter, 
including 20 days of severe frost. 

■ The South African table grape harvest 
will be slightly larger than last year 
and more will be exported. Northern 
growing regions are reporting good 
weather and high quality in the 
season now being completed. The 
good quality outcome is expected 
to take away some volume away 
from raisin production. This season’s 
table grape prices are better, but 
that is mainly due to the lower 
exchange rate. Exporters are 
commenting on large amounts of 
grapes in the European market. 

■ The Chilean crop also seems 
bigger than last season.

Climate Change and Horticulture

The Murray mouth at Goolwa, SA. 

Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) update

Ross Skinner, 
HAL Industry 
Services 
Manager



■ Not producing fruit from a 
particular patch of vines using 
a number of methods.

■ Not growing cover crops.

■ Reducing or not applying nitrogen 
fertiliser post-harvest and/or 
during the growing season.

■ Purchasing water for 
possible carry over.

■ Purchasing water during the 
production season to supplement 
your reduced allocation.

There might also be other options 
not being considered at the 
moment.  More detail will be given 
at Irrigation Drought workshops.

Implementing these strategies aims 
to produce a crop of marketable fruit. 
There is little point if you produce 
currant-sized sultanas or currants that 
are the size of wheat. It is also of no 
use if your water allocation runs out 
by mid-December and you cannot 
mature and fully-develop your fruit.

Consider what you will do on your 
block now and activate your plans 
as soon as you can to make water-
related decisions that will enable you 
to grow a satisfactory crop in 2008. 

Weeds
Seeds of three-cornered jack 
generally germinate during 
autumn and early winter. 

Growers should look for germinating 
seeds and kill the young seedlings 
for effective control. This will be even 
more important if it is decided not to 
grow a cover crop because there will 

Late use of chemicals
Now that we are in the harvest 
period, growers planning to use 
any chemicals on vines for dried 
grape production should carefully 
check the ADFA spray diary.

The withholding periods must be 
adhered to and importantly the specific 
withholding periods for dried grape 
production must be observed.

The rates and number of applications 
of drying emulsion applied to either 
fruit on racks or fruit sprayed on 
trellises needs to be recorded in your 
spray diary.   If you have problems 
entering these applications contact 
either your processor or the ADFA.  

Please note that the new date to a 
lodge spray diary with the Dried Fruit 
Quality Centre is now May 31.

Post harvest
Once harvest is completed, growers 
should monitor their vineyard soil 
moisture and irrigate when necessary. 

This may involve making decisions 
about balancing how much water 
to use this season against how 
much to carry over (if Victorian 
Government policy is changed). 

Post-harvest irrigation helps 
maintain vine health and build up 
carbohydrates in the perennial 
parts of the vine such as the roots, 
trunk and canes. This can help 
achieve uniform budburst and shoot 
development in the following season. 

With lower water allocations likely, it 
may be better to look after the vines this 
season rather than trying to rectify poor 
budburst and development next year.

Water restrictions
Unless the river catchments have 
rainfalls of ‘biblical proportions’ 
reductions to water allocations are 
likely to occur to most irrigators and 
more certainly Victorian irrigators.

Growers should be considering 
now what strategies to adopt. 

Some of these strategies go against 
what is considered best practice 
under normal circumstances. These 
are not normal circumstances 
and are to be used to get best-
possible production and quality of 
fruit under difficult conditions.

Some of the strategies could include:
■ Advancing the redevelopment 

of an unproductive patch and 
using the saved water over the 
balance of the vineyard.

be no competition for germinating 
three-cornered jack seedlings.

Order rootstock & 
scion cuttings
Certified virus-free rootstock and scion 
cuttings should be used when new 
patches of vines are being planted. 

Growers should place orders through 
the Victorian and Murray Valley 
Vine Improvement Association 
(VAMVVIA) before the close of 
business May 11. VAMVVIA can be 
contacted on 5022 8499.  (Please 
note the change of number.)

Crack down on employers 
of illegal workers
Employers and labour suppliers 
who knowingly or recklessly employ 
illegal workers from overseas will 
face tough new penalties, under 
new Federal legislation which 
targets those who deliberately 
assist or exploit illegal workers. 

Federal Minister for Immigration, Kevin 
Andrews said that employers and 
labour suppliers will face maximum 
penalties of two years’ imprisonment 
and/or fines of $13 200 for individuals 
and $66 000 for companies. 

The Federal Government considers that 
illegal work takes job opportunities 
away from Australian citizens and 
lawful migrants, and in some cases 
is linked to organised crime. It relies 
on the assistance of employers and 
employer groups to identify employers 
of illegal workers, and will continue to 
work with these groups to deal with 
employers who break these laws. 
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Around the Block

3 Cornered Jack seedling, early control is the best.
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NCF Nursery have

vines available for winter/
spring ‘07 planting.  One and 

two year old vines on a range of  
rootstocks including freedom.
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Geoff Bell Advertising
NATIONAL SALES

18 Crane Drive, Buronga.  
PO Box 372, Buronga 2739

Fax: (03) 5021 1795  
Email: belladv@bigpond.net.au

Melbourne Office: Eaton Place, Oakleigh VIC 3166
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