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The scarcity of water and resultant low 
irrigation allocations is continuing to 
put extreme pressure on dried grape 
growers and other horticulturists who 
are reliant on the Murray-Darling River 
system for water supplies.

The latest water allocation 
announcement by Goulburn Murray 
Water (GMW) confirms what growers 
already know – that rainfall and inflows 
continue to be well below the long term 
average, and close to the lowest on 
record.

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) and other horticultural industry 
groups are well aware of the financial 
and emotional stresses that the current 
situation is creating for growers and 
their families. As a result, we are 
engaging with Local, State and Federal 
Governments to highlight the plight of 
growers and seek appropriate short/
medium and long term support.

In recent weeks, the ADFA has met 
with: Peter McGauran, Federal Minister 
for Agriculture; Kerry O’Brien, Shadow 
Minister for Agriculture; Tim Holding, 
Victorian Minister for Water; John 
Forrest MP and Mark Vaile, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for 
Transport and Regional Services; Joe 
Helper, Victorian Minister for Agriculture; 
Peter Crisp MP; and Mildura Rural City 
Council. 

The ADFA is also using its association 
with Horticulture Australia (HAL), the 
Horticulture Australia Council (HAC) and 
the National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
to increase government awareness of 
the adverse situation facing horticulture 
in the Murray-Darling Basin and thus 
stimulate appropriate policy responses.

Full details of the Federal Government’s 
drought response measures can be 
found on page 26. Many of these 
measures were proposed jointly by 
Sunraysia’s local horticultural industry 
bodies in letters forwarded to the Prime 
Minister in April and September 2007.

The ADFA is confident that all levels of 
government recognise the risks posed 
to permanent plantings by the current 
low water situation and understand 
that there will need to be survival and 
recovery components to any assistance 
package.

One of the measures announced as 
part of the Federal Government’s 
drought assistance package relates to 
the provision of information sessions 
for Murray-Darling irrigators. HAL 
will manage the provision of these 
information sessions to horticulturists. 

The ADFA believes most industry groups 

have been closely involved in ensuring 
irrigators have access to current 
information on water availability and 
related matters, including managing 
their properties with low water 
allocations. As a result, the ADFA has 
proposed to HAL that consideration 
should be given to using ‘self-help 
groups’ run through existing industry 
bodies to provide information and moral 
support to growers and assisting them 
with their decision making. 

In addition to clear and accurate 
information on assistance measures, 
the ADFA has long advocated that 
growers need information on prices 
to be paid in 2008 if they are to 
make informed decisions on how 
best to manage their operations. It 
was welcome news that both Clyne 
Foods and Sunbeam Foods released 
early figures for prices for 2008. This 
information will greatly assist growers 
with their decision making. Both 
processes have advised these are 
minimum prices and will be subject to 
further review.

The ADFA is continuing to work on a 
number of matters which are aimed at 
leading to improvements in our total 
marketing effort. These include three 
marketing projects being undertaken 
by the consultants Street Ryan & 
Associates (and funded by the Federal 
Government through the Advancing 
Agricultural Industries Program) that will 
be reported on in more detail in future 
editions of The Vine.

We are also closely monitoring the 
Mildura Rural City Council (MRCC) 
review of Mildura’s Old Irrigation Areas 
– as we are keen to find a way forward. 
The review and consultation program 
aims to provide a solution that will lead 
to increased grower viability in the 
pumped irrigation districts by enabling 
them to increase property sizes and 
achieve economies of scale.

Finally, continuing contact and 
communication amongst growers, 
neighbours and friends is vital during 
these tough periods. Support and 
advice should also be sought from the 
rural counsellors and other agencies if 
growers are unsure about their future 
direction.

Peter Jones 
ADFA Chairman

Joint action on water
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Nick Muraca
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Australian consumers have again been 
able to enjoy table grapes throughout 
the year thanks to the counter-seasonal 
supply from California.

Californian grapes have been available 
in Australia for several years now and 
during that time have slowly increased 
in volume. 

Earlier this year the protocol quarantine 
requirements were changed and 
American grapes no longer require 
methyl bromide fumigation before 
entering Australia. As a result 
Californian imports to Australia have 
been more plentiful, and generally of 
better and more consistent quality. 

Although I don’t know the exact volume 
of grapes imported, there is no doubt 
that there has been a definite increase 
which has caused a mixed reaction 
within the industry. 

While I believe Australian consumers 
have enjoyed the benefits of good 
consistent quality product at a time 
where early season Australian fruit is 
not available in the required quantity, 
not all growers share this same opinion.

Some growers have expressed their 
thoughts to the local Sunraysia media, 
claiming that imports of Californian fruit 
have a negative and detrimental impact 
on the area. They argue that imported 
product clashes with late-stored 
Sunraysia fruit.

Our northern colleagues who open 
the Australian grape harvest are also 
finding it difficult to compete with 
Californian imports. But they are 
fighting back and are appealing to 
consumers to buy local Aussie product 
(see page 22).

While there has been some criticism of 
the Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) for not becoming involved in this 
matter, I don’t believe there is anything 
the ATGA can do.

Market access
Turning to other industry issues, our 
Chief Executive, Jeff Scott has recently 
returned from China where he attended 
the Australia-China Horticultural 
Forum on behalf of the industry. 
More information is presented in his 
column, but I believe the trip was well 
worthwhile and has helped progress our 
application for market access for table 
grapes into China.

Also helping with market access is the 
launch of a Sunraysia project aimed 

at establishing the greater Sunraysia 
as a fruit fly-free area. The project is a 
collaboration between the table grape, 
citrus and summer-fruit industries and 
involves both Victorian and New South 
Wales State Governments who will need 
to create legislation designating the 
area as a fruit fly-free zone.

Building relationships
Mr Scott, CSIRO Scientist Peter 
Clingeleffer, Michael Pullen from 
the Victorian and Murray Valley Vine 
Improvement Association (VAMVIA) and 
I recently visited California. The trip was 
a part of the Victorian Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI) project which 
is aimed at developing and maintaining 
a relationship with the Californian table 
grape industry and the associated 
government departments.

The trip was considered to be of great 
benefit by all participants and a report 
will be presented in more detail in later 
editions of The Vine.

Promotion
Our promotion campaign kicks off 
again this month to coincide with the 
harvest of early season grapes. The 
promotion committee has put a lot of 
thought into how this year’s budget will 
be spent and has taken on board the 
recommendations from a modelling 
project looking at the effectiveness of 
investment in media promotion. 

Outdoor panels around retail centres 
will be a major feature of the campaign. 
Retailers will also be given greater 
support with breakfast seminars at the 
wholesale markets and improved point 
of sale material.

More information on the modelling 
project (page 14) and this year’s 
promotion campaign (page 20) can be 
found in this edition.

Thank you
Finally, the ATGA has been advised 
that Mike Harrison is not seeking 
re-nomination as Queensland’s 
representative on the ATGA Board. I 
would like to thank Mike for the time, 
effort and constructive work he put in 
while working as an Executive Board 
Member.

Nick Muraca 
ATGA President

Like it or not, US grape 
imports increase 
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Allocations for the Goulburn, Murray, 
Broken and Campaspe systems were 
slightly increased in mid-October, but 
as the drought deepens it is clear that 
this will not be enough and horicultural 
production levels will be reduced as a 
result.

Goulburn-Murray Water announced a 
3% increase to high-reliability water 
shares for the Goulburn and Broken 
systems taking them to 26% and 18% 
respectively (Table 1).

Dry conditions have continued 
throughout much of the Murray-Darling 
Basin, but continued modest inflows in 
the Murray system allowed the seasonal 
allocation to increase by 2% to be 18% 
of high-reliability water shares. 

Storage levels in the River Murray 
system are still dreadfully low. 

At 30 September, the total volume of 
water stored in the River Murray System 
was 2,139 gigalitres (23%). This is less 
than 65% of the volume stored at the 
same time last year (Figure 1), and is 
the lowest level since 1957, before the 
construction of Dartmouth Reservoir 
and Menindee Lakes storage and the 
expansion of the Hume Dam.

Storage volumes in Dartmouth 
Reservoir (currently at 17% capacity) 
and Hume Reservoir (29% capacity) are 
rising slowly, but are forecast to drop 
as consumptive demand increases over 
summer. Lake Victoria is currently 78% 
full and has begun gradually falling as 
it is drawn upon to supplement South 
Australian flow requirements.

The outlook for irrigators who use the 
Campaspe system is still grim, with the 
announcement doubling the seasonal 
allocation to 2% of high-reliability water 

shares. All irrigation orders will be 
rostered to minimise losses and support 
efficient operations. 

Meanwhile, across the border, the 
NSW Minister for Climate Change, 
Environment and Water Phil Koperberg 
announced a further 10% of the Murray 
Valley account water suspended in 
2006/07 would be immediately re-
credited and available for use.

Mr Koperberg said there was also 
enough water to provide another period 
of contingency water to support high 
security permanent plantings and to 
meet the critical needs of all towns and 
high security intensive livestock and 
forest industries for the remainder of 
the water year.

“The Murray Valley needs this good 
news. Farmers and other property 
owners in the area have been struck 
particularly hard by this drought and are 
doing it tough,” he said.

“The current improvement in the area 
is a combination of small rainfall and 
recent warm weather which has caused 
some snow to start melting.”

Mr Koperberg said the re-negotiated tri-
state water sharing arrangement would 
also benefit Murray Valley irrigators.

“Under the arrangement New South 
Wales borrowed 195GL of water early in 
the season from Victoria to secure town 
water supply and to supply the critical 
water of permanent plantings and other 
high security industries,” he said.

“As we have repaid our part of that 
agreement, NSW irrigators are now in 
the position to benefit from any future 
Murray-Darling Basin inflows.

“Whilst this is good news, the outlook 
for the Murray Valley is still extremely 
critical. We have inflows receding to 
record low flows seen last year and no 
reserves set aside for 2008/09.”

Rainfall still low
Low rainfall over the Murray-Darling 
Basin has continued throughout much 

of winter. While average to above 
average rainfall fell over the southern 
basin in July, by August most of the 
basin had received below average 
rainfall. 

Some areas in northern NSW reported 
the lowest rainfall on record. 

The Bureau of Meteorology has 
stated that this is the first time in the 
meteorological record dating from 1900 
that an El Niño drought in the Murray-
Darling Basin has not been followed by 
at least one three-month period with 
‘above normal’ (Basin average) rainfall 
by the end of the following winter. 

Inflows
While it is dry over much of the 
basin, the lack of rain in the upper 
catchments has had a greater impact. 
A severe rainfall deficiency in the upper 
catchments has affected inflows into 
the River Murray (Figure 2).

Murray System inflows through winter 
2007 were marginally better than those 
received in 2006 (which was the driest 
year on record), but are still amongst 
the lowest on record and substantially 
less than the long-term average. 

In August Murray System inflows were 
only 360GL, less than a quarter of the 
long-term August average (1570GL). 
The situation deteriorated in September, 
when inflows fells to about 210GL, less 
than 15% of the long-term September 
average of 1610GL

Monthly inflows have now been below 
average for the last 24 months. 

On a more positive note, the Darling 
River received some small inflows from 
good falls of rain in the far northeast 
of the basin during August. This flow is 
travelling very slowly downstream, but 
is unlikely to result in significant inflows 
to Menindee Lakes.

Given that the majority of inflows 
usually occur in winter and spring it 
is unlikely that storage volumes will 
increase substantially for the remainder 
of the season.  

Operations
As the impact of this severe water 

Allocations increase, but not enough!

“Storage levels in 
the River Murray 
system are still 
dreadfully low.” 

“Monthly inflows 
have now been 

below average for 
the last 24 months.”

Table 1: Seasonal allocations for Goulburn-Murray Water customers (figures correct 
as of Monday 15 October 2007).



shortage on irrigators and their 
communities is likely to be substantial, 
River Murray operations are focused on 
conserving as much water as possible. 
This includes keeping as much as 
possible in upstream storages where 
evaporation rates are lower, and making 
use of weir pools, such as Yarrawonga 
and Torrumbarry to supply downstream 
demands.

Regular water quality monitoring 
undertaken along the entire River 
Murray will provide early indications 
of salinity increases or any other 
problems, such as algal blooms. 
All people using the waters of the 
River Murray should be aware of the 
increased potential for water quality 
problems and the difficulty dealing with 
these issues while flows remain very 
low.

Rainfall outlook
The Bureau of Meteorology’s El Nino 
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) wrap-
up shows a La Niña event is well 
established in the Pacific.

The wrap up states that: “This La Niña 
has been late to develop by historical 
standards. In the past, most significant 
La Niña events were established by 
winter’s end, with widespread above-
average rain falling over Australia’s 
eastern half. With such a late-
developing La Niña, the associated 
Australian rainfall response may differ 
from past episodes. Indeed it has been 
largely absent to date.” 

The Bureau’s rainfall outlook for 
southeastern Australia has improved. 
“The outlook for total rainfall over the 
late spring to mid-summer period 
(November to January), shows a 
moderate shift in the odds favouring 
above average falls over the northern 
half of NSW and the far north of South 
Australia.” 

The outlook goes on to say that this 
change is “mainly a result of continuing 
higher than average temperatures over 
parts of the tropical and sub-tropical 
Indian Ocean”.

While the chances of exceeding the 
median rainfall for the November to 
January period are between 60 and 
70% over northern New South Wales 
and far northern South Australia, the 
news is not as good for the rest of the 
southeast. 

The outlook predicts that over most 
remaining parts of the southeast, the 
chances of exceeding the three-month 
median rainfall are between 45 and 
60%, except in southwest Victoria 

where the probabilities drop to around 
40% along the coastal fringe. 

Water availability for 2007/08
In the latest Drought Update (October 
2007), the Murray-Darling Basin 
Commission said current water 
availability for the River Murray System 
was the lowest it had been over 
the past 116 years (using modeled 
behaviour at the current level of system 
development). 

They warned that significant 
improvement over the next few months 
was becoming less likely. 

“Two months ago we reported that 
there was a 25% chance that total 
water availability would be less than in 
2006/07. The chance of this occurring 
has now increased to about 50% - if 
conditions don’t improve significantly 
in October there will be a greater than 
75% chance that total water available 
for use by the end of the season (in May 
2008) will be worse than last season, as 

the months from November to May do 
not typically yield substantial inflows.”

Goulburn Murray Water reinforced 
this on 15 October, stating that “the 
winter and spring inflow trends indicate 
significant resource improvement was 
now very unlikely for any system this 
season”. 

According to Goulburn Murray Water 
the most optimistic 15 February, 2007 
seasonal allocations are approximately: 

■ 43% of high-reliability water shares 
in the Goulburn system 

■ 27% of high-reliability water shares 
in the Murray system 

Additional information
The Murray-Darling Basin Commission 
(MDBC) will provide further drought 
updates in coming months. Additional 
information is available at http://www.
mdbc.gov.au and from the relevant 
Australian and State Government 
Agencies.

7

Figure 1. Murray-Darling Basin Commission total storage. 

Figure 2. Total Inflows to the River Murray (excluding Snowy) Long Term Average 
and Selected Years.
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Uzbekistan and Afghanistan were 
increasing production and no longer 
focussing solely on regional markets.

Delegations from the United States, 
Turkey, Iran, Greece, Argentina, 
South Africa and Australia, and trade 
organisations from the United Kingdom, 
Italy and Germany meet annually 
to exchange information on world 
production and marketing.

The Australian delegation consisted 
of Peter Jones, Allan Long, and Phil 
Chidgzey from the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association (ADFA); Ross Skinner 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) Industry 
Services Manager; and Richard Findlay 
and Peter Johannssen from Sunbeam 
Foods.

Mr Skinner was the Conference 
convenor and was also elected as 
Conference Secretary.

Grower levy funds and the ADFA 
contributed funds for Australia’s 

World dried grape production from the 
Sultana / Thompson Seedless Raisin 
(TSR) varieties has decreased in 2007 
due mainly to smaller crops in Turkey, 
Iran and Greece.

This analysis of the world supply 
position was released at the 
International Conference of Dried Grape 
Producing Countries held in Cologne, 
Germany on 18 and 19 October, 2007.

The conference is timed to follow the 
conclusion of the northern hemisphere 
harvest and gives a good insight into 
global supplies at the time. 

What makes the conference so special 
is that it is truly a global event. This year 
Argentina participated in the conference 
for the first time. The Argentinean 
industry produces 27,000 tonnes of 
Sultanas/TSRs and 300t of Goldens 
so is a relatively large player in the 
industry.

Delegates also heard from the 
Iranian delegation headed by Hossein 
Javanbakhsh. As the world’s third 
largest producer of dried grapes Iran 
produces 70,000t of Sultanas/TSRs and 
40,000t of Goldens.

And from the large to the small, the 
conference was advised that other 
producing countries such as China, 

involvement in the conference. 
Sunbeam Foods met their own costs.

ADFA General Manager, Mr Chidgzey 
said the conference was an important 
opportunity for industry members to 
network and discuss marketing and 
research matters both within the 
formal agenda of the conference and in 
informal gatherings.

He said the conference provided access 
to important market-related information 
and enabled Australia to be informed 
and consult with major global players 
on a wide range of issues.

The information gathered at the 
conference is then distributed as 
appropriate to industry stakeholders 
throughout the year and formally to 
industry at the ADFA forums and in The 
Vine magazine, he said.

TSR and Sultanas
The statistical analysis undertaken 
at the conference showed that the 
total availability of Sultanas (including 
Goldens) and TSRs had decreased by 
11.7%. With the exception of the US, all 
countries reported reduced production 
levels (Table 1) due to drought and 
heat wave impacts during the growing 
season. Furthermore, world stocks 

World dried grape production lower

Official photo of delegates at the International Conference of Dried Grape Producing Countries held in Cologne, Germany.

“The oversupply 
situation with currants 
has eased with a much 
reduced Greek crop.” 



Table 1: 2007 dried grape production estimates

consumption particularly in the healthy 
snack market. 

“The world markets rely on consistent 
product they buy from producers,” Mr 
Jones said.

“All countries must seek to keep 
consumers informed on the positive 
health attributes of dried grapes in a 
balanced diet. 

“Grapes are a versatile, natural food 
and this message needs to be put in 
front of consumers continually.”

The need to promote the nutritional 
value of dried grapes was a recurring 
message throughout the conference 
with a number of participants advising 
of ongoing research to provide further 
supporting information.  

Greece reported that the European 
Union (EU) had provided support to 
growers in previous years to remove 
older non-viable plantings and was 
currently funding promotion of the 
healthy Mediterranean diet that will 
benefit dried fruit. 

carried into the new season have 
dropped to a low base. 

The conference concluded that the 
world position had tightened and this 
resulted in increased prices. 

This change in market position was 
welcome news for growers in all 
producing countries who could expect 
to see improved returns paid by 
processors.

Currants
The oversupply situation with Currants 
has eased with a much reduced Greek 
crop. Vines have suffered severe heat 
stress and wild fires have blazed the 
region which has reduced this year’s 
production by 15,000 tonnes compared 
to last year.  

The smaller producers of Currants, the 
US, South Africa and Australia, reported 
steady or reduced levels of total 
production. 

Global stockpiles of Currants are also 
falling; Greece will carryover 10,000t of 
fruit into the new season. It is expected 
that the current level of carryover 
will decrease significantly during 
the coming marketing year but there 
should be sufficient supply to meet 
requirements. 

Promoting product
ADFA Chairman Peter Jones was 
elected Chairman of the Conference 
and urged countries to investigate 
and promote the health benefits of 
dried grapes as a means of lifting 

Turkey reported that it was ready to 
launch a domestic promotional program 
highlighting the health benefits of 
dried grapes to school children. Turkey 
advised that it had also developed a 
promotional program for the Russian 
market. 

Greater co-operation
The conference received presentations 
from Europe’s import/buyer association, 
Frucom President Martin Rome and 
Michael Rund representing the German 
import agency Waren-Verein der 
Hamburger Börse.

International Nuts and Dried Fruits 
Council (INC) Scientific Committee 
Chairman Pino Calcagni and Goretti 
Guasch, also of the INC, spoke of the 
need for greater co-operation.

All four speakers said there was a need 
to develop closer linkages between the 
International Dried Grape Producing 
Countries Conference and the INC 
to progress issues covering product 
integrity, promotion and research 
activities.  

2008 conference
The International Conference of Dried 
Grape Producing Countries is rotated 
between the dried grape producing 
countries to minimise cost with the host 
nation providing the Secretariat. 

Next year the Australian industry will 
take its turn and host the conference. 
The conference will be held at Mildura 
from November 17-20, 2008. 
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“The conference 
concluded that 

the world position 
(for Sultana/TSR) 
had tightened and 

this resulted in 
increased prices.” 



10

The date for the Federal Election has 
been set for 24 November and both 
major political parties have begun 
rolling out their election promises.

Making sure that Australia’s farmers 
don’t miss out, the National Farmers’ 
Federation (NFF) is calling on all 
political parties to commit to a visionary 
new strategy aimed at securing the 
sustainability of Australian farmers 
– and, through them, advancing the 
national interests economically, socially 
and environmentally.

Released in mid-September 
in anticipation of the election 
announcement, the NFF’s 2007 
Federal Election Policy Platform asserts 
commonsense new policy directions, 
encapsulated in three central planks: 
‘Economy, People, Environment’.

“Modern farming is fundamentally 
intertwined within the leading issues of 
the day,” NFF President David Crombie 
said. 

“Economic performance and 
international competitiveness; labour 
force and its education and training; 
climate change, water reform and 
environmental-sustainability all 
transcend politics to define who we are, 
and where we are going, as Australians.

“While the nation remains in the 
grip of the worst drought on record, 
Australian farmers are getting on with 
the job of smart farming – identifying 
real solutions through new drought 
management and preparedness 
initiatives, investing in innovative 
research to address climate change, 
embarking on sensible water reform 
to meet metro and regional needs 
and always looking to sustainable 
environmental management.”

Mr Crombie said the NFF wanted a 
commitment from a government that 
would work strategically, in partnership 
with farmers to meet the challenges of 
the future.

Some of the key issues for Australian 
farmers outlined in the election policy 
platform are listed below.

Drought preparedness
Faced with the worst drought on record, 
Australian farmers have had a tough 
time of late.

For many, government relief has helped, 
and continues to help them through the 

prolonged dry period, but the effects 
will be long lasting past the first good 
rains.

Mr Crombie said the drought had 
slashed three-quarters of a per cent off 
Australia’s national economic growth.

“Our farmers account for 20% of our 
national exports ($30 billion a year) 
and most of the daily food needs of the 
Australian people.

“With so much at stake, and with the 
threat of increasing climate variability, 
we must now think strategically about 
how we – as a nation – plan for, and 
deal with, drought in the future,” he 
said. 

“We’re proposing a positive and 
proactive plan for Australia’s future.

“Surely, it’s time to rethink our future 
drought strategies. That’s why, beyond 
the ‘here-and-now’ crisis, we’re calling 
on both sides of politics to step up and 
work with farmers in better drought-
proofing our agricultural base in the 
face of a changing climate.”

The NFF is proposing a new cooperative 
partnership between government 
and farmers in the form of Climate 
Management Grants. The grants would 
be based on mutual obligation and 
would help farmers prepare for, manage 
and recover from drought, with the 
intention of alleviating the impact of 
future severe droughts

Mr Crombie said: “This is a generational 
shift in thinking – ultimately moving 
the policy focus from drought 
relief to drought management and 
preparedness, while also ensuring that 
Australian agriculture emerges the 
other side of this current severe and 
debilitating drought with its productive 
capacity intact.”

In addition, the NFF calls on all 
political parties to publicly commit to 
ensuring those farmers currently in 
the grip of drought are not ‘left behind’ 
and that drought relief – including 
the Exceptional Circumstances (EC) 

assistance program – will continue to 
meet the needs of their, and the broader 
farm sector’s, current circumstances.

Water reform
Water is at the forefront of every 
grower’s mind at the moment. And it’s 
not just the irrigators who are suffering 
from the current lack of water.

We have all felt the impact of the 
drought to some extent. Though for 
many, it is not our livelihoods that are 
at stake.

The NFF has been centrally engaged 
in the instigation (in 2004) and 
development of the National Water 
Initiative (NWI) and remains a 
fervent supporter of its intent and 
implementation.

The NFF has also been working 
constructively with governments, 
both state and federal, since the 
Prime Minister’s Australia Day 2007 
announcement of a National Plan on 
Water Security (NPWS).

Workplace reform
From a workplace relations perspective, 
the NFF seeks to maintain, and improve, 
the competitiveness of Australian 
farming businesses through three 
objectives:

■ A competitive and flexible labour 
market.

■ Access to labour (low-skilled, semi-
skilled and skilled).

■ Developing high-level skills and 
capacity in the farming population.

The NFF renews its small business call 

NFF campaign to secure the 
sustainability of Australian farmers 

“We must now think 
strategically about 

how we – as a nation – 
plan for, and deal with, 
drought in the future.”



to publicly commit to a regional 
participation and skills vision, developed 
in partnership with key industries, to 
establish specific programs that are 
designed to meet the employment 
participation and skill needs of remote 
and regional Australia.

R & D
Research and development (R&D) are 
crucial to a competitive agricultural 
sector, especially with the growing 
trend towards an international trading 
place.  

But according to research published 
by the Australian Farm Institute in 
March 2006, developing countries are 
outstripping Australian investment in 
agricultural R&D.

According to the NFF policy platform, 
while farmers have continued to invest 
in innovative research solutions to 
address climate change, sustainable 
environmental management and 
emerging agricultural technologies, 
in real terms, Australia’s Federal and 
State Government spending on R&D has 
remained static.

The platform goes on to say that the 
detrimental impact of drought on crop 
yields and hence matched R&D funding 
(grower levy and Commonwealth 
Government) in recent years has further 
compromised Australia’s competitive 
edge.

“It is essential that governments and 
industry do not stand still while we, as a 
nation, face an increasingly aggressive 
trade push from other countries.

“With declining terms of trade, the most 
distorted sector of world trade and ever 
changing consumer tastes, preferences 
and expectations, the NFF asserts 
appropriate and strong R&D models and 
investment as a key strategic priority 
impacting on the ability of Australian 
agriculture to remain competitive in the 
long-term,” the platform says.

The platform calls on all political parties 
to publicly commit to securing the rural 
Research and Development Corporation 
(RDC) model including the on-going 
co-funding agreements. And it is not 
enough to keep the model status quo, 
the NFF would like to see greater co-
ordination and collaboration between 
rural RDCs to maximise research effort, 

for Australia to “get on with the job of 
workplace reform”.

“Now is not the time to be looking 
back,” Mr Crombie said. 

“Farms are among the most important 
small businesses in Australia. They 
provide over 330,000 direct jobs, but 
support 1.6 million jobs across our 
cities and regions in retail, wholesale, 
processing, packaging and more.

“The flexibility the new workplace 
relations system affords small business 
is pivotal.

“In small business, employers and 
employees know their futures depend 
on each other working together for 
mutual benefit. It’s not the doom-and-
gloom adversarial environment some 
would have us believe.

“From our perspective, we need to 
continue workplace reform to ensure 
the flexible benefits of the new system 
flow to all businesses, including 
farmers, so employers and their 
employees together can look forward to 
a prosperous future.”

Labour
Labour is an ongoing issue for rural 
Australia. 

According to the NFF, despite prolonged 
drought conditions, a chronic national 
labour shortage for agricultural 
employment persists. They claim this 
will be exacerbated by, and become 
more acute as, Australian farming 
emerges from drought.

It is estimated that an additional 50,000 
workers will be needed to meet farm 
capacity as farmers fully emerge from 
drought.

And while there will be “many 
opportunities for people with the right 
skills, the attitude and the willingness to 
learn and take on new opportunities”, 
farmers will find it difficult to find staff.

The NFF assert that: “Access to labour 
across agriculture is not confined to 
one area or one particular skill set, but 
rather it is an overarching problem that 
is aggravated by the general labour 
shortages that exist across regional 
Australia, and, indeed, the entire 
economy.”

NFF policy is focused on forward-
looking long-term solutions.

Initiatives are needed to maximise 
employment participation of all 
Australians of working age who have 
the capacity to undertake any job 
available, regardless of the status of the 
position.

The NFF calls upon all political parties 

benefits and ensure accountability for 
results.

The platform states: “A reduction in 
government support to agriculture R&D 
would have a potentially devastating 
long-term impact on Australian 
agriculture and – due to the spill-over 
and flow-on effects to the economy 
and the environment (as well as direct 
consumer benefit in terms of safe, 
high quality food and fibre) – on the 
Australian community.”

Telecommunications
The NFF has targeted Federal Labor’s 
plan to ‘scrap’ the $2 billion Australian 
Government Communications Fund, 
with an advertisement tailored for rural 
Australia.

“The NFF was instrumental in 
campaigning for, and securing, the 
$2 billion Communications Fund as a 
perpetual investment that guarantees 
rural Australians get ongoing 
telecommunications upgrades,” Mr 
Crombie said.

“Interest accrued on the $2 billion 
investment ‘must’ be spent on 
upgrading telecommunications across 
rural Australia – including the most 
remote areas of the country. As the fund 
grows, it rolls out the upgrades as new 
technology becomes available.

“It guarantees rural families, 
communities and businesses – 
including the farm sector – are not ‘left 
behind’ just because the profit margins 
in bringing new technology to the bush 
aren’t as substantial as they are in 
metropolitan areas.

“The fund also ensures delivery of 
those services to rural Australians at 
metro-comparable prices, meaning they 
are equitable and affordable.”

Mr Crombie said Federal Labor’s policy 
would ransack the fund and spend the 
money on city-based priorities, taking a 
very metro-centric position. 

“We are proud of our grass roots 
policy development, our lobbying and 
advocacy effectiveness and constructive 
input – which spans the political divided 
– to bring the needs of farmers to the 
national political arena.”

The policies outlined in the 2007 
Federal Election Policy Platform are 
aimed at advancing a sustainable way 
forward to secure farmers’ futures, 
that of their families, their local 
communities, and our nation, he said.

The NFF’s 2007 Federal Election Policy 
Platform is available online   
at: www.nff.org.au
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“Developing countries 
are outstripping 

Australian investment 
in agricultural R&D.”
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Minimum prices announced for 2008
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The Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) has welcomed 
price announcements from the two 
major dried fruit processors that have 
provided growers with vital information 
to assist their decision making in what 
are very uncertain times.

With reduced water allocations in all 
states growers will now be facing the 
hard decisions of whether or not to buy 
water and how they will manage their 
properties to produce some crop or 
survive the next season. 

The ADFA has strongly advocated that 
growers need information on prices 
to be paid in 2008 if they are to make 
informed decisions on how best to 
manage their operations in these 
circumstances.

It was welcome news that both Clyne 
Foods and Sunbeam Foods responded 
and released early figures for prices for 
2008 (see Table).

This information will allow growers to 
balance the returns from dried grapes 
against the cost of purchasing water as 
well as their on-going operating costs. 

The prices announced are well up on 
2007 prices.  Sunbeam Foods has 
stated that the prices reflect increases 
in international markets and competitive 
elements within the domestic market. 

Sunbeam Foods General Manager, 
Domestic Fruit Supply, Chris Ellis said 
the prices listed were minimum prices 
for contracted suppliers and included 
any contract premium. He encouraged 
uncontracted growers to take advantage 
of the new prices by contacting a 
Sunbeam Field Officer and discuss a 
supply agreement.

Mr Ellis went on to say that Sunbeam 
would review prices as better 
information became available. 

The field representative for Clyne Foods, 
Barry Bottams said that he would 
welcome enquiries regarding the various 
payment options available and prices 
offered on their payment schedule. 
He said Clynes was writing five year 
contracts at the minimum prices 
indicated in their latest schedule.

Table 1: Minimum Price for Australian Dried Vine Fruit in 2008

 Sunbeam Foods  Clyne Foods
 Grade Price Grade Price
 Sultanas  Sultanas 
5 Light $1,610 5 Light, Top End 4 Light $1,600
4 Light $1,550 4 Light $1,450
3 Light, 5 Brown, 4 Brown $1,400 3 Light, 5 Brown $1,350
3 Brown $1,290 3 Brown, 4 Brown $1,250
 Sunmuscats  Sunmuscats 
5 Light $1,635  $1,450
4 Light $1,575  
3 Light, 5 Brown, 4 Brown $1,435  
3 Brown $1,310  
 Natural Sultanas  Natural Sultanas 
Choice $1,550  $1,450
Standard $1,400  
 Currants  Currants 
4 Crown $1,420  $1,400
3 Crown $1,320  
 Raisins   
5 & 4 Crown $1,815  

“...growers need 
information on prices 

to be paid in 2008 
if they are to make 

informed decisions...”



around 20,000 tonnes. There is some 
carryover, but the market price for 
Currants has already started to increase 
from the very low levels of recent years.

Iran: Reports suggest that the crop is 
harvesting, as expected, near average 
volume but is not yet complete. Pricing 
indicators are following the Turkish lead. 

United States: Early reports suggested 
a crop size of 250-300,000 short tons, 
but recent rain may have led to some 
quality concerns on about 14% of the 
crop. This may increase grower costs 
and again put pressure on what till this 
point had been relatively stable prices.

Aside from changes to global 
demand and supply of vine fruit, 
Sunbeam Foods, General Manager 
Domestic Supply, Chris Ellis said 
there were two other factors which 
influenced their 2008 pricing policy. 

“The first is that prices could be 
higher had the Australian dollar not 
appreciated 16% since our 2007 
harvest and secondly we would all 
like to have a much more optimistic 
outlook for the size of the 2008 crop. 

“Sunbeam has indicated early 
minimum prices and the company 
will keep growers informed as the 
dynamics of the market become clearer 
towards our 2008 harvest,” he said. 

In the meantime we continue to 
develop a new system for bulk dried 
grape storage (see picture) which 
we hope to introduce in 2008.

The 2008 Australian dried vine fruit crop 
is expected to be significantly reduced 
due to the shortage of irrigation 
water in the Murray-Darling Basin. 

The reduced Australian supply and 
a firming of northern hemisphere 
markets has lead Sunbeam Foods to 
release minimum prices to contracted 
growers for 2008 which are much 
higher than the previous season.

Internationally, crops have been 
substantially lower than expected 
this season, and combined with 
reduced carryover, prices have firmed. 
Some of the major changes to global 
supply are summarised below.

Turkey: The Turkish Sultana crop 
has been significantly reduced to 
200,000 to 220,000 tonnes due to 
unseasonably hot and dry growing 
conditions. This crop has fallen short 
of expectations and with a reduced 
carryover due to a record period of 
exports, the market has quickly firmed. 

In addition the Turkish lira has 
appreciated more than 20% in the 
last year and in this environment 
Turkish growers have been reluctant 
sellers. Recently the market has 
been volatile and slow to stabilise.

Greece: Hot, dry conditions, as 
well as the much publicised tragic 
bushfires, have also pushed the 
Greek vine fruit crop lower. 

In fact the Greek Sultana crop may 
only provide for domestic needs and 
the Currant crop is now thought to be 
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Prices firm with 
changing market
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GRAFTED
VINES – 2007

Autumn Royal on Freedom

Black American on Ramsey

Crimson on Paulsen

Crimson on Richter 99

Crimson on Schwarzmann

Flame on Freedom

Menindee on Freedom H5

Menindee on H5 Sultana

Red Globe on Dog Ridge

Sultana on Ramsey

Sun Muscat on Paulsen

Flame on 101-14

Sunbeam’s new silo bag for dried grape storage.
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the volume of table grape sales was 
affected by:
■ Table grape advertising.
■ Advertising of alternative snack foods 

such as confectionary, biscuits and 
ice-cream.

■ Volume of alternative snack fruit 
such as summer-fruit, bananas and 
mangoes.

■ HAL Go 2&5 campaign.
■ Seasonality.

What we learnt from the 
model
Table grape promotion: Mr Skeoch said 
there was strong evidence to support a 
significant return on investment from the 
outdoor and radio advertising activities.

“The econometricians were able to 
determine that the campaign had, 
had a definable effect on the industry 
performance,” Mr Skeoch said. 

“In fact the researchers were able to 
quantify this effect, stating that for every 
$1 invested by industry in radio and 
outdoor media in the 2006/07 season 64 
kilograms of grapes were affected.”

While the financial implication of this 
finding was not able to be determined 
beyond understanding the volume effect 
of the promotions, the researchers did 
endeavour to outline what this may have 
meant to the industry. In their final report 

The Australian table grape industry 
has invested approximately $750,000 
of its total promotion budget in media 
promotions over the past four years; but 
how effective is that investment?

A modelling project completed earlier 
this year has analysed the past four 
media promotion campaigns and made 
recommendations for how limited 
industry levy funds should be best spent 
in the future. 

Horticulture Australia’s (HAL) Market 
Analyst Clinton Skeoch said: “Promotion 
is an important tool in raising consumer 
awareness of table grapes, with the 
ultimate goal to increase domestic sales 
for the benefit of the entire industry”. 

“However, funds for promotion are 
limited and it is vital that growers get 
the best value for money.”

To ensure that promotion expenditure 
remains on track the Australian Table 
Grape Association (ATGA) commissioned 
Initiative Futures, a modelling 
consultancy company, to compile an 
econometric model to investigate the 
return on investment to the table grape 
industry of the above the line marketing 
investments they have made. The 
project (TG06507) was funded by the 
national table grape marketing levy and 
managed by HAL.

The model aimed to understand how 

Modelling project helps 
keep promotion on track

they stated: “If we had tried to create 
comparable returns to those achieved 
by advertising over past five years by 
lowering the average retail price by 
$0.25/kg it would be an equivalent 
investment (in loss of industry value) of 
$23.5 million compared to the actual 
industry investment of $750,000 (over 
five years)”.

Mr Skeoch said the researchers had 
determined this value by multiplying 
the 94,206 tonnes of additional fruit the 
model identified as being affected by 
promotion by $0.25/1000(kg). 

He said the researchers were trying 
to illustrate that price-led promotions 
will move large volumes, but will also 
incur a cost that is far greater than 
the advertising required to move the 
same volume from increased consumer 
demand.

The model showed outdoor promotional 
activity had the greatest effect on table 
grape sales with 14.22% of all volume 
shown to be positively affected by 
industry’s outdoor advertising, followed 
closely by radio advertising (9.14%). 

In reviewing the econometric findings 
of the project Mr Skeoch said there 
remained some uncertainty around 
the effectiveness of the TV campaign 
in 2005. Furthermore, the industry’s 
investment in magazine advertising was 
unable to be detected in the model. 

Researchers had assured Mr Skeoch 
that it was not uncommon for a national 
model of this size not to pick up every 
media’s effect, especially when there 
was relatively small investment in both 
television and magazine advertising 
and overlapping timing of the media 
placement.

Snack fruit: Mangoes and summer-
fruit (stone fruit) both contributed to 
increased table grape sales.

“Consumer research conducted 
across the same period showed that 
households that purchased grapes were 
also more likely to buy mangoes and 
summer-fruits,” Mr Skeoch said.

Mr Skeoch said that this finding came as 
somewhat of a surprise with many in the 
industry believing that the growth in the 
other summer industries was having a 
detrimental effect on table grape growth.

“In fact mango and summer-fruit sales 
were found to be complimentary to Figure 1. The confectionary industry spends about $33 million annually in advertising.
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grapes sales and delivered 4,855 and 
7,003 tonnes of extra volume to grapes 
respectively,” he said.

The findings also showed that the 
resurgent banana volumes that hit the 
market over summer had no definable 
effect on grape sales.

Snack food: Ice-cream had a positive 
impact on sales as previously found in 
summer-fruits model. 

The final report indicated that the model 
found ice-cream advertising increased 
grape sales by 3,239 tonnes at retailer 
level.

Conversely, confectionary advertising had 
a strong negative effect on grape sales. 
Mr Skeoch said the econometricians 
found that for every 1% increase in 
confectionery advertising there was an 
8.68% reduction in grape sales. 

“The confectionary industry spends an 
enormous amount on TV advertising each 
year which equates to about $33 million 
(Figure 1). As a fresh food industry with 
limited funds, table grapes simply cannot 
compete with that level of promotion 
and as a consequence confectionary 
advertising had a large negative impact 
on grape sales.”  

However, Mr Skeoch said the high level 
of substitution highlighted in the model 
between confectionary snacks and table 
grapes helped to reinforce the industry’s 
strategic positioning to promote grapes 
as ‘natures snack’.

“The key to competing, in this high 
substitution arena is to position grapes 
as a fun snack that in the minds of mums 
around Australia is a ‘naturally healthy 
alternative’ to the often pestered for 
sweet confectionary.” 

Generic campaigns: The Australian 
Government’s multi-strategy social 
marketing ‘Go for 2&5’ campaign 
encourages Australian parents and their 
children to increase their daily fruit and 
vegetable intake. 

Regrettably, the Go for 2&5 campaign 
which totalled $9 million of advertising 
showed no direct return on investment to 
the volume of grapes sold nationally. 

Mr Skeoch said the lack or direct returns 
to the table grape industry was no doubt 
due to the majority of the Go for 2&5 
national and state health department 
advertising occurring in winter when 
Australian grapes were not in the 
marketplace.

He said it was important to remember 
that the aim of the campaign was not to 
tell people to go out and buy grapes now, 
but to get them to start more long term 

healthy eating habits that involve, ‘2 fruit 
and 5 veg’

Recommendations for 07/08 
strategy
Integrated promotion: In discussing 
options available to the table grape 
industry for promotion next year Mr 
Skeoch told the promotions committee 
that the researchers felt that the outdoor 
activity around retail locations had been 
proven to drive sales. Furthermore, the 
researchers had stated that with the 
planned level of investment, outdoor 
activity was the only medium that would 

achieve the 2007/08 objectives. 

“The report showed that an integrated 
strategy of bus sides combined with 
radio has shown to deliver good returns, 
but the majority of that return was driven 
previously by large levels of media bonus 
(Figure 2),” he said.

“And even though this combination 
works well, it would require a much 
larger investment than the current budget 
allows.”

Snack food competitors: Confectionary 
has a large effect on the volume of table 
grapes sold. Given that most grape 

consumer households have children 
we would expect confectionary 
advertising to be limiting grape 
potential. 

Mr Skeoch said confectionary 
advertisers currently spend 2.4% of 
their industry value (IBIS report) on 
promotion. 

“With $29 million spent on promotion 
in just 2006/07 we can’t contemplate 
competing traditionally.

“This means that grapes operate in a 
highly competitive environment for a 
share of household snacking for kids 
with a budget far lower than their 
competitors 

“Confectionary advertising delivered 
to kids aims to evoke ‘pester power’ 
to pressure mums into purchasing 
the product. And while mums are the 
primary purchasers of grapes, the 
creative strategy of providing a healthy 
snack to kids fits with the mums’ need, 
it does not appeal to kids. 

“Therefore we need to leverage 
grape’s key point of difference in the 
snack market,” he said. 

“Grapes are a fun snack that from 
mum’s perspective is ‘naturally 
healthy’, which means that it’s easy 
for mums to buy when they are being 
hit from all directions for the next new 
snack in the supermarket.”

Contact: Clinton Skeoch
HAL Market Analyst (Global Markets 
and trade)
Tel: (02) 829523200
Email: 
Clinton.Skeoch@horticulture.com,au

“For every $1 invested 
by industry in radio 

and outdoor media in 
the 2006/07 season, 

64 kilograms of grapes 
were affected.”

Figure 2. Advertising investment by the Australian table grape industry by media. 
Note the large bonus component which is greater than the actual amount spent by 
industry.
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“The first year we copped big rain at 
harvest. I got only 42 tonnes from a 
50 acre (20ha) block. I would have lost 
$200,000 easily that year. Then came 
high interest rates, and the fruit prices 
went down in 1983.

“Guler and I had two children by then. 
We had to pick oranges and do block 
work for others to keep going – we did 
that for seven years.

“We were working for others in the 
day, doing very hard work dragging 25 
kilogram orange bags up and down 
ladders, then coming home and doing 
our own work afterwards.”

Mr Unel said the strong Sunraysia 
Turkish community network was only in 
its infancy when he arrived.

“When we got here there were only 
ten other 

It doesn’t take long in the company 
of Mustafa Unel to know that the 
hardworking and determined Cardross 
dried fruit grower loves his land.

It’s also clear the good-natured Turkish 
expatriate has needed persistence, 
determination and a willingness to 
learn.

Mr Unel admits he still struggles with 
the complexities of grower manuals and 
extension information written in English, 
but says he’s come a long way since 
arriving in Australia as a 25 year old in 
1972.

“I came from a family farm in Turkey 
where 12 of us worked 300 acres (121 
hectares) of wheat, 50 acres (20ha) of 
vegetables and a 20 acre (8ha) vineyard 
where the vines grew on the ground, 
with no trellis,” he said.

“I left my fiancé Guler at home to look 
for a better life for us both and came 
after my brother to Australia,” he said.

“Guler came over 14 months later and 
we got married with plans to get back 
to the land some time.

“I spent nearly ten years working in 
car factories in Melbourne before we 
had saved enough money to get a loan 
to buy a fruit block at Cardross,” he 
said.

“That was in 1981, 
prices were good 
and blocks were 
dear, but we 
were in for 
a very 
hard 
time.

Turkish families in Sunraysia, and only 
four of them were blockies,” he said.

“A lot of us had come from the city, 
and we learnt a lot from each other. But 
once one learnt how to do something, 
then we all knew.”

However, he admitted the informal 
Turkish extension and information 
network sometimes had its drawbacks.

“In my first year here I got information 
from another grower, a Turkish grower, 
about dipping fruit,” Mr Unel said.

“I dipped it and I waited 15 days and 
nothing was happening, the fruit was 
still green. Another grower then came 
and tested my dip and there was not 
enough potash. 

“So we made a hand-spray wand and 
hand-sprayed the fruit. 

“We overcame that problem, but I’m 
still not sure about why the wind is 
always blowing from the other side 
when you hand-spray!” he joked.

Mr Unel said there were many 
differences between Turkey and 
Australia. In Turkey, water was not an 
issue with plenty of rain and snow.

Hard work pays for 
determined Turkish grower

Grower profile

“Old-fashioned hard 
work has been the key 
to his success through 

the difficult times.”

Mustafa inspects the crop on his Sunmuscat vines.



setback when an irrigation company 
quoted him $90,000 to do the job.

“$90,000 for just the pipes and the 
drippers. No vines, no trellis, nothing,” 
he said.

Undeterred, Mr Unel did it himself and 
estimates the materials cost him less 
than $20,000.

“I don’t count my labour – I don’t think 
about it. I think about this being my land 
and I look after it.”

Despite the uncertainty over water 
allocations Mr Unel is not deterred 
about the future.

“I think this year I will have a very good 
crop.

“I’ve pulled out 25 acres (10ha) 
because of no water. It was a flood 
irrigation area in the old way. On that 
patch I last used 71 megalitres and 
got 14 tonnes of fruit off them, so I 
sold some water last year at $460 per 
megalitre.

“I put 10,000 cuttings in this year. I 
usually do the grafting myself but with 
10,000 I could not do them fast enough 
to have them all done within 10 days. 

“They are H5 sultanas on Ramsay – 
I’ve got some over there that I got 12 
buckets of fruit on one vine… eight 
tonne to the acre (19.8t/ha) and I picked 
four tonne of fresh fruit off it as well.”

He said much of the farm work in 
Turkey was done by hand and that 
10 farms shared the one tractor. In 
contrast, when he bought the farm in 
Sunraysia he had two tractors. 

His experience in Turkey meant that he 
knew how to prune and he knew how to 
look after the vines. 

“People here use a lot of fertiliser but I 
don’t like that – I like cow manure, and 
chook manure. The natural way is the 
best way,” he said.

Mr Unel said the family’s 20ha 
Boomerang Avenue property was an old 
block, with traditional methods and old 
grape varieties.

“I wanted to redevelop the block, but 
because of my language problems I 
had not understood the contract I was 
signing to buy the block. 

“It said I could not touch one post or 
one vine until I had paid out the loan to 
the old owner in full – I pleaded with 
the owner, but he would not budge.”

But after years of hard work the Unel’s 
fortunes changed in the early 1990s.

“In 1991, that was the year. The dried 
fruit price was up and we got a good 
crop. That year I wiped off all my debts 
in one go,” he said.

At last Mr Unel and his family could 
begin the redevelopment they had 
planned since arriving at the property 
ten years earlier.

“I got some advice from the Agriculture 
Department, and began to get rid of the 
old vines and replace them with new 
varieties and new rootstocks,” Mr Unel 
explained.

“We put in Sunmuscat, Crimson and 
Autumn Gold, and started with new 
trellises and irrigation.

“We made some mistakes, got some 
bad advice sometimes, but we were 
always keen to learn.”

Innovation and a willingness to 
experiment have been hallmarks of Mr 
Unel’s approach to horticulture – but 
old-fashioned hard work has been the 
key to his success through the difficult 
times.

“I have aims to get production to six 
tonnes per acre (14.8t/ha) on my block. 
I think I can do it, even this year,” he 
said.

“I’ve got 14 acres (5.6ha) under 
swingarm now because it’s an easy job 
– more income, less work.

“The harvesting is easy, they grow 
easily, and you get good quality fruit - 
an easy job for four or five crown.”

Mr Unel’s plans to put 6.8ha of the 
property under drip irrigation hit a 

Mr Unel is among nine Turkish growers 
to commence the Advanced Grower 
Training and Skills Program, run by 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA). The program comprises 10 
workshops through the year and has 
employed an interpreter to overcome 
the language difficulties with these 
growers.

He said the workshops were well-
received by those who attended.

“Language is still very hard for me,” he 
said.

“I’ve got plenty of books, hundreds 
of magazines, but I understand in my 
language and that’s good about the 
sessions we have been having. We can 
understand and ask the questions we 
want to ask about how the new vines 
work and the different irrigation ways.”

The Unels are proud their three 
daughters Nesran, Nermin and Nalan 
have completed, or are completing, 
university degrees and are now 
teaching English to a new generation of 
Turkish children in Australia.

“They try to tell me to leave the farm, to 
come and live in Melbourne,” he said.

“I was born on the land and I will die on 
the land.

“I will keep going, doing grafting, 
growing. I’m trying this year a 28 inch 
(71 centimetres) tee that lets more air 
get through the vines. If you do not try 
you won’t get anywhere.

“If it doesn’t work, I will go and pick 
oranges again! Maybe not six bins a day 
– maybe now I pick three,” he laughed.
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“I think about this 
being my land and 

I look after it.”

Redeveloping the block with new plantings is important to Mustafa, pictured with a 
water hole borer erecting trellis.
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“Get serious as soon as possible.

“Any crop you spend on and have to 
drop, is money lost.

“Even in four years time, nobody can 
guarantee you will have enough water, 
and the longer the drought, the more 
politicians will be wanting to build 
up water reserves in storages at the 
expense of crops.

“Water for towns has a higher value than 
water for farming.”

Mr Mansell had been asked to share his 
experiences when managing their 300 
hectare Bourke citrus and vine property 
through four years of drought.

The business was surviving until a 
political decision saw their water 
entitlement slashed by 70%.

“Suddenly, we had stranded assets. 
When the value of your property drops 
by 30% in one day, you have to face 
insolvency,” Mr Mansell said.

However, Murray Valley irrigators were 
more fortunate because of the immensity 

Sunraysia horticulturists must 
immediately assess their farm 
businesses, cut their losses and ensure 
they have sufficient cash reserves to 
continue trading next season.

This is the advice from Bourke 
horticulturist Phillip Mansell as he spoke 
to growers at a water forum held by 
the Victorian Department of Primary 
Industries and Sunraysia Table Grape 
Association.

Mr Mansell told district table grape 
growers they had to get the greatest 
financial return from every megalitre of 
water they owned.

“If you have a 20 to 25% allocation on 
your entitlement, you have to get serious 
about how you use this water,” he said.

“If you use it on areas where you can’t 
get a decent crop, you’ll be kissing that 
water goodbye.

“It will only get harder next year. Growers 
have to stop spending on less economic 
plantings and save money where they 
can.”

He said growers had to pick an area of 
crop that maximised financial returns and 
get rid of anything that would be a drain 
on farm resources.

“They have to look at how they’ll survive 
on 25% of water this year, and possibly a 
maximum 50% allocation in the 2008-09 
season.

of the river drought’s impact on national 
agricultural production.

When they were in trouble at Bourke, 
other competing regions in Australia had 
water and there was no market premium 
for the fruit they grew with the limited 
water available.

Sunraysia growers have a chance of 
capitalising on higher prices due to a 
shortage of produce on markets.

Mr Mansell said there were several 
aspects of drought survival.

The first was to protect plantings with 
all the usual costs, and as the drought 
worsened, to try and keep those 
plantings alive with the minimum of 
water.

This meant no crop and no cash after 
harvest, so even if a grower had saved 
his plantings, he’d probably lost his 
business.

“As time goes along, the situation 
becomes very emotional,” Mr Mansell 
said.

“I was losing all my dreams, a 4th 
generation farmer losing everything takes 
a toll.

“You can’t manage a business if you’re 
not managing your personal well-being. 

“And you must also consider the impact 
on your family.

Hard Decisions
Growers told how to survive to fight again 

At the table grape water forum are DPI Grape Project Manager Jeff Milne (left), Phillip Mansell and Tandou Agronomist Shane 
Phillips (right). 

“ In a day, I turned 
from being pessimistic 

and focused on 
declining assets, to 

realising I had choices”
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On 25 
September the 
Prime Minster 
announced $714 
million in drought 
assistance 
measures to 
support farmers 
through the 
worst drought 
in our nation’s 
history. This 
was in addition 
to the $430 

million previously announced to extend 
the 38 areas of agricultural production 
currently receiving Exceptional 
Circumstances (EC) assistance until 
September 2008.

One component of this package is $7.5 
million in funding for workshops to help 
irrigators in the Murray-Darling Basin 
get access to technical and business 
planning information to help them 
manage their businesses through the 
current water crisis.

The $7.5 million for irrigator workshops 
is being shared between the 
horticulture, wine grape, dairy, cotton 
and rice industries.

The workshops have two objectives:

1. Provide irrigators with specific 
technical information including 
agronomic 
or technical 
extension 
advice; and

2. Provide 
information 
on support 
services and 
funding for 
irrigators.

Horticulture 
Australia Limited 
(HAL) is being 
contracted by 
the Department 
of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and 
Forestry (DAFF) 
to manage 
horticulture’s 
share of this 
funding.

Although the 
funding has 
been provided 
for ‘workshops’, 
DAFF is not 

defining what form these have to take. 
What happens will be determined by 
what each industry believes is most 
valuable for its growers and may 
include field days with small groups of 
growers and opportunities for one-on-
one discussions.

HAL is working in close partnership 
with the Horticulture Australia Council 
(HAC) and peak industry bodies (PIBs) to 
determine exactly how the workshops 
program will be delivered and what 
form the workshops should take.

There is already a lot happening in 
industry so the first step is to work with 
PIBs, departments of primary industry, 
industry development officers and other 
grower groups to get an overview of the 
activity already underway and what is 
already planned for each industry.

Following this we can tap into existing 
activities where possible to make 
the relevant information available for 
growers. We will also start to develop 
other activities with each of the affected 
industries.

If you have thoughts you would 
like taken into consideration in the 
development of this project please 
contact the PIB for your industry (ADFA: 
(03) 5023 5174, ATGA (03) 5021 5718, 
or Karren Hellwig at HAL    
(03) 8080 5604.

Dealing with the drought

HAL Industry  
Services Manager,  
Ross Skinner 

Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) update

“If you are the person in charge of the 
business and the head of your family, 
you must make the right decisions.

“I was lucky I had people to help me get 
through this emotional time, but I had 
tried to ignore the burden of personal 
and family tradition I was carrying.

“That cloud lifted when I finally accepted 
I did not cause the drought.

“It was not my fault. My family and 
friends already knew that.

“In a day, I turned from being pessimistic 
and focused on declining assets, to 
realising I had choices.

“It was all gone, and I had a choice 
about what I could build on to be better 
off.”

Mr Mansell went into receivership.

“Immediately, I had a more positive view 
and that allowed better decision making.

“It’s easier if you can accept that all is 
gone.”

He said family farms in the river drought 
could be likened to factories producing 
fruit.

“The factory’s burning and there’s no 
insurance.

“You have choices. Will you try and put 
the whole fire out; try and save parts of 
your business; or let the whole lot burn if 
you have the resources to start again.

“The horticultural industry is burning, 
and will be burning faster as time goes 
along.

“That’s the hard reality.

“People who have invested in their 
businesses for the future will be the 
hardest hit.

“People with less debt and less 
investment may have more cash 
reserves.”

He said the hardest decision would 
be for progressive growers to walk 
away from the recently developed 
parts of their farm that would not have 
immediate cash flow.

“If you can’t get through in the short 
term, you won’t be there to enjoy any 
future benefits those young plantings 
might offer.

“However, hard decisions made this 
year might make it easier next year,” Mr 
Mansell said.

This article was published in the 
Sunraysia Daily 19th October 2007.
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happy child 
enjoying a 
bunch of 
grapes is 
even better.”

The outdoor 
panels will 
be in major 
shopping 
centres in 
Sydney and 
Melbourne 
and a few 
centres in 
Brisbane. 
Panels will 
be on display 
in November 
to support 
the start of 
the grape 
season and 
again later 
in February/
March during 
the peak 
supply period.

In-store 
support
This year the 
campaign 
provides 
even greater 
support 
in-store with 
posters, 
grape bags 
and a trade 
presenter. 

Two double-sided posters have been 
printed and will be distributed nationally 
via the central markets. One poster 
features the ‘Little rays of sunshine girl’ 
on one side and ‘7 great reasons to eat 
more grapes’ on the other. The second 
poster has a shot of delicious red and 
green grapes instead of the girl. 

Ms Toft said ‘7 great reasons to eat 
more grapes’ was a new initiative aimed 
at driving home the health benefits 
associated with eating grapes.  

“Some of these nutritional statements 
will be very surprising to consumers, 
and we expect this in itself to generate 
some excitement and interest,” she said.

Grape bags are back for the second year 
after a very positive launch. Only this 

Competing head on with the major 
snack companies is no easy task, but 
that is exactly what Australian table 
grapes will be doing this summer with 
their national marketing campaign. 

Due to begin in November, the levy-
funded campaign will take on packaged 
snacks.

Horticulture Australia (HAL) Grape 
Marketing Manager Michelle Toft said: 
“Research has clearly shown that 
snacks and snack advertising more 
than any other fruit or food, has a direct 
negative impact on grape sales.

“To maintain prices and keep consumers 
thinking of Australian grapes we have to 
challenge the competition.” 

The major difference between packaged 
snacks and grapes is of course the 
healthy benefits of eating grapes and the 
new campaign certainly focuses on how 
good grapes are for you.

“With a new positioning of ‘Nature’s little 
snack’, we are reminding the consumer 
what is so unique about table grapes,” 
she said. 

Little rays of sunshine
Ms Toft said the promotion committee 
had tried extremely hard to ensure every 
decision they made and every dollar 
spent was based on sound research and 
logic.

Outdoor promotional activities around 
shopping centres were proven to drive 
sales in an econometric modelling 
project conducted earlier this year (see 
page 14).

Building on this success, the campaign 
will again use outdoor panels. 

The panels will feature a gorgeous girl 
enjoying a bunch of delicious grapes 
with the tagline ‘Little Rays of Sunshine’. 

“The reasoning behind using the girl is 
simple,” Ms Toft said. 

“Nothing can affect a mum or dad more 
than the sight of a happy child. And a 

Australian grapes take on packaged 
snacks in summer marketing campaign

year they are bigger and better. Made 
from 100% degradable plastic, the bag 
has side gussets and ventilation holes. 
It carries the same logo – Nature’s little 
snack – and has the same ‘7 great 
reasons to eat more grapes’. 1.3 million 
bags will be distributed via the central 
markets.

A 6-page trade presenter will be given 
out with all point of sale material. The 
presenter not only details the campaign 
but also acts as a mini-merchandising 
guide.

Consumer sampling program
A sampling and merchandising program 
involving over 100 independent stores 
in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane is a 
new aspect of this season’s campaign. 

It is hoped that the image of a gorgeous child eating grapes will 
appeal to parents whilst out shopping.

“Research again 
shows that the average 

purchase is around 
700 grams so we want 

to increase that.”



of their sampling tables during the 
promotion.

Australian grapes and the 
central markets
The relationship and co-operation 
with the central markets is set to 
develop further. As in previous years, 
the Australian table grape industry will 
be sponsoring Sydney, Melbourne and 
Brisbane markets, which means being 
a part of Melbourne’s Market Fresh for 
Schools Program, Sydney’s Canteen 
Fresh Newsletter and many activities 
currently being negotiated. 

A new addition to 
the campaign will 
be breakfast training 
sessions.

This year breakfast 
training sessions will be 
held at Melbourne and 
Brisbane markets during 
November. The training 
sessions will enable 
retailers and wholesalers 
to meet growers and 
find out how to store 
and merchandise grapes 
to gain maximum sales 
whilst picking up the new 
point of sale and some 
breakfast.

Public relations 
– growers in the 
spotlight
Whilst the Public 
Relations program is 
also heralding grapes as 
the healthy snack, this 
year’s campaign is also 
aimed at creating a link 
between the Australian 
consumer and grape 
growers. 

“Consumers are 
becoming increasingly 

Consumer sampling sessions will be 
held in Brisbane during November and in 
Sydney and Melbourne during February 
and March. 

Ms Toft said the benefits of this type 
of sampling program was three-fold 
– to educate the consumer on any 
misconceptions they might have, to find 
out their reaction to Australian grapes, 
and very importantly, to increase sales.

A sampling flag has been developed 
to alert consumers to a special offer 
where any customer who purchases one 
kilogram of Australian grapes during 
the two hour session will receive a free 
Australian grapes-branded snack pack. 

“Research again shows that the average 
purchase is around 700 grams so we 
want to increase that,” Ms Toft said. 

After each session, the sampling team 
will also merchandise nearby stores 
and endeavour to erect the point of sale 
material.

And with a previous track record of 98% 
success when it comes to putting up 
point of sale material in stores visited, 
the sampling team should show some 
great results.

Ms Toft expressed gratitude to Apple 
and Pear Australia Ltd for the kind loan 

concerned as to the plight of growers 
given the terrible conditions that so 
many are facing,” Ms Toft said. 

A tour of Emerald table grape 
properties has been organised for five 
editors of popular magazines during 
November. 

A joint venture between the Australian 
Dried Fruit Association (ADFA), the 
Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) and Mildura Tourism will see 
grapes highlighted in the Today Show. 
During the program live crosses to 
Mildura during the weather slot will 
see celebrity chef and Mildura local, 
Stefano de Pieri, doing what he is so 
good at – showing us how to use dried 
and fresh grapes in recipes. The date 
in February is still to be determined. 

It is anticipated that with the support of 
Mildura Tourism, another TV program 
can be filmed and negotiations with 
Fresh TV are currently taking place. 

Ms Toft said media kits that are sent 
to magazines, national and suburban 
papers and radio stations will also 
include the profiles of several grape 
producers to strengthen consumers’ 
link with growers. 

She said the profiled growers would 
come from various growing regions, 
would most likely be interviewed 
during the grape season and would 
effectively become ‘spokespeople’ for 
the whole industry.

Keep informed
Ms Toft will provide bi-monthly 
updates in The Vine as the campaign 
progresses. She will also be sending 
two e-newsletters (at the beginning 
and end of the campaign), so if 
anyone would like to join the mailing 
list, please send your name, address 
and e-mail details to michelle.toft@
horticulture.com.au
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‘7 great reasons to eat more grapes’ is a new initiative 
aimed at driving home the health benefits associated 
with eating grapes.

Any customer who purchases one kilogram of Australian grapes during the 
sampling period will receive a free Australian grapes-branded snack pack
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US imports threaten local market
Ms Larard said that whilst quality had 
generally improved with the change in 
protocol, large consignments of poorer 
quality fruit was at times redirected to 
central markets due to chain rejections, 
and this placed further downward price 
pressure on Queensland fruit. 

“Many North Queensland producers 
are now in a position where they have 
to seriously review the future of their 
market in light of the larger volumes and 
market risk now present during August 
and October,” she said. 

The industry is fighting back, appealing 
to consumer’s desire for Aussie grown 
produce. 

GrapeConnect continues to monitor 
retailers to ensure adherence to Country 
of Origin Labelling regulations so 
Australian produce can be recognised 
and appreciated by consumers at this 
time. 

GrapeConnect members are also utilising 
Australian flag bunch tags again this 
season to assist in the promotion of their 
local product against imported lines.

Crop forecasting underway
Crop forecasting activities to assist 
GrapeConnect members and marketing 
partners to plan for the bulk of the early 
season crop commenced in October. 

This year the majority of field 
assessments will be undertaken in the 
Emerald region. 

Growers in Charters Towers felt the full 
brunt of import competition with large 
amounts of Californian table grapes on 
the central markets throughout the north 
Queensland harvest period. 

“No longer requiring methyl bromide 
fumigation due to zero pest interceptions 
over prior import periods, American 
table grapes have been imported in 
significantly larger volumes this year,” Ms 
Larard said. 

The change in protocol quarantine 
requirements mean that Californian fruit 
can by shipped by sea freight rather than 
air, resulting in United States fruit landing 
in Australia at much lower box prices this 
season. 

Ms Larard said forecasting activities 
were useful for tracking the variation in 
maturity that may exist between blocks 
and farms in the one district. 

“By measuring berry size and sugar 
and acid levels we can compare crops 
in different seasons to demonstrate the 
differences in maturity development 
each year,” she said.

“The data can also be used to assist 
communications with market partners 
when planning for the season.” 

Forecast data is accessible to 
members through the GrapeConnect 
website www.grapeconnect.org.au 

Industry reference library 
Early season table grape growers will 
benefit from the development of an 
industry reference library. The collation 
of reports and resources into a library 
is the next stage of the industry 
development project (TG05010). 

Over the next six months the large 
amount of resources built up over the 
time of the project will be reviewed 
and a mechanism for growers funding 
the project to access the information 
established. 

Ms Larard will be working with 
industry stakeholders to develop a 
database of the resources, and will 
be examine ways of providing remote 
electronic access to library materials 
where possible. 

Australian flag bunch tags are being 
used in the fight against imported lines.

A new inspection protocol relating to 
the consignment of grapes to Victoria 
will apply to Queensland table grapes 
this season. 

Growcom’s Industry Development 
Officer for grapes, Anne Larard said 
that the Victorian Department of 
Primary Industries had informed 
Queensland representatives that this 
decision related to the protection of the 
Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area for 
Queensland Fruit Fly (QFF), and current 
market access negotiations with Japan 
and other east Asian markets. 

“Under Victorian legislation, these 
requirements must be applied on 
entry of host produce to the state,” Ms 
Larard said.

Ms Larard said that from 15 October, all 
consignments of table grapes entering 

Victoria from areas without a current 
area-freedom certificate for QFF would 
require inspections for the presence 
of QFF infestation, and certification 
by each grower to verify consignment 
inspection.

“The protocol is being put in place on 
a trial basis, up until March 2008,” Ms 
Larard said.

“Each day’s pack, after all culling 
and grading processes, will need to 
be inspected for the presence of QFF 
infestation. Either 2% of bunches or 
600 bunches per day’s pack will need 
to be inspected,” she said.

“Inspection can occur in the field or 
packing shed as long as the inspection 
is completed on packed cartons, prior 
dispatch.” 

The Victorian Department of Primary 

Industries has issued information to all 
Queensland growers via the Australian 
Table Grape Association (ATGA) industry 
database. 

For further information contact the 
Victorian Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) Customer Service 
Centre on 136 186. 

New protocol for Queensland grapes to Victoria

Queensland fruit fly. 
Photo courtesy of Paul Zbrowski.



and Forestry (DAFF)/Biosecurity Australia 
(BA) and the Australian Embassy.

China also had a number of key 
objectives for the forum.

Aiming to develop and promote 
cooperative relations between the 
Chinese and Australian horticultural 
industries, Chinese officials were in 
search of more than just trade specifics 
and strengthening China-Australia 
quarantine and inspection understanding 
and communications. 

Hoping to promote exchange between 
Chinese and Australian exporters, 
importers and growers, Chinese officials 
want to open up technical cooperation in 
orchards, packaging and management 
activities. They want to pursue activities 

to raise the level of quality and safety 
of Chinese horticultural products and to 
learn lessons from the experiences of 
the Australian horticultural associations. 
Ultimately, the goal will be to explore the 
potential for China-Australia horticultural 
trade.

At least 60 Chinese attended the forum 
which included members of AQSIQ and 
CIQA, Chinese Ministry of Agriculture and 
47 industry representatives. 

During the forum AQSIQ, HAL, the 
Chinese Academy of Inspection and 
Quarantine, DAFF, HAL’s Horticultural 
Market Access Committee (HMAC) 
and Chinese 
industries 
all made 
presentations.

Roundtable 
discussions took 
place between 
Australian 
and Chinese 
horticulture 
industries and 
the outcomes 
were presented 
to the full forum 
at conclusion. 
The detail of 
discussion at 
the roundtables 

The Australian 
Table Grape 
Association 
(ATGA) recently 
participated 
in the 
Australia-China 
Horticultural 
Forum where 
an historic 
Memorandum of 
Understanding 
in Horticulture 

was signed by both countries.

Held in Beijing, China on 19 September, 
2007, the forum was jointly organised 
by Horticulture Australia (HAL) and 
the China Entry-Exit Inspection and 
Quarantine Association (CIQA). 

CIQA is one of 10 trade associations and 
federations which are independently 
affiliated to the China General 
Administration of Quality Supervision, 
Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ). 
It offers an important channel for 
dialogue with members of the Chinese 
horticultural industry who are interested 
in quarantine access issues, and through 
its affiliation with the principal Chinese 
authority. 

In organising the forum, Australia’s main 
goal was to strengthen dialogue with 
Chinese industry and those Chinese 
government parties who are members 
and associates of CIQA to support 
current horticultural market access 
objectives into China. 

ATGA Executive Board Member Bruno 
Zappia and I were part of a 19 person 
Australian delegation.

For us, the forum was an ideal 
opportunity to enhance the Australian 
quarantine access negotiations into 
China for Australian table grapes. It was 
also pertinent that we heard China’s 
requests for entry of Chinese table 
grapes into Australia.

Of course, table grapes are not the 
only commodity seeking access to 
China and representatives from HAL, 
Apple and Pear Australia Ltd, Australian 
Citrus Growers, the Australian Mango 
Industry Association, Summerfruit 
Australia Limited, Cherry Growers 
Australia, the Australian Lychee Growers 
Association, and AUSVEG were also 
present along with representatives from 
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 

Australia - China 
Horticultural Forum a success

is commercial-in-confidence and is 
available through the individual industry 
associations present. The outcome for 
table grapes was for China to work 
as quickly as possible on examining 
the information presented to China by 
Biosecurity Australia to speed up the 
process on gaining market access. 

At its conclusion, the results of the forum 
was summarised by General Secretary 
of the Animal and Plant Quarantine 
Committee of CIQA, Duan Xiaohong, and 
HAL Managing Director John Webster. 

A MOU outlining greater co-operation 
between the two countries and to 
support each other in technical and 
quarantine matters in relation to trade 
between the countries was signed.

On the basis of the MOU, there exist 
opportunities for Australian horticulture 
to utilise the relationship with CIQA as 
an important additional platform to make 
known and progress our issues in areas 
such as market access and trade. 

CIQA is the platform to negotiate with 
the Chinese horticulture industries and 
to bring to the table any issues their 
horticulture industries may face.

The only disappointing outcome advised 
at the forum is the up-coming bilateral 
negotiations between Australia and 
China has been postponed until early in 
the new year and then they maybe only 
be further technical talks. I have been 
advised this is because the Chinese 
spent all their resources on rebuilding 
US-China relationships following the 
recent food and toy disputes between 
the two countries.
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ATGA Chief Executive’s report

“Australia’s main goal 
was to strengthen 

dialogue with 
Chinese industry”

ATGA Executive Board Member Bruno Zappia and ATGA Chief 
Executive Jeff Scott listen to presentations at the Australia-
China Horticultural Forum in Beijing. 

ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott
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with a national administrator appointed. 
Other states/territories will join the 
national program at the conclusion of 
their present FarmBis agreement.

Farmers will be able to select training 
by providers that meet the criteria 
established by the administrator. 

The national FarmBis program will 
focus on higher level ‘business skills’ 
(business management, environmental 
management, drought preparedness, 
etc.). 

DAFF has appointed ‘facilitators’ 
in NSW and Victoria who will 
establish relationships with industry 
organisations and their networks to 
promote FarmBis activities.

State Governments will not be part of 
the national FarmBis Program. 

Imports
Dried grape imports for the six months 
to 31 August, 2007 have continued at 
significantly higher levels than those 
seen during the same period in 2006.

■ Currants           1,170 tonnes 

■ Sultanas 9,612t

■ Other dried grapes 2,341t

■ Total imports 13,123t

High levels of Sultana imports have 
continued in recent months, taking the 
total to 6,689t more than in the same 
period last year. Total imports have risen 
by 7,947t in the first six months. Other 
,Currant imports rising 292t.

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) has been advised by the Federal 
Government Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) that new 
regulations introducing the Emergency 
Plant Pest Response (EPPR) levy for 
dried grapes are in force. 

The regulations were registered on 
the Federal Register of Legislative 
Instruments on 11 September, 2007 
and can be viewed at www.frli.gov.
au after accessing Select Legislative 
Instruments and Statutory Rules as 
made by year.

The Levies Amendment Regulations 
stipulate EPPR levies be set at a zero 
operative rate for a range of industries 
including dried vine fruit.

FarmBis
The highly successful FarmBis program 
has gone national as part of the 
Australian Government’s Agriculture 
Advancing Australia (AAA) package.

Under the watchful eye of DAFF, the 
national financial assistance program 
for primary producers and rural land 
managers should achieve consistency 
in its management, marketing, 
administration, and subsidies.

DAFF has appointed a ‘National 
Administrator’ similar to the present 
administrators appointed by the states. 

Adoption of the national FarmBis 
program will be staggered. New South 
Wales, the Australian Capital Territory 
and Victoria have commenced operating 

Assistance for horticultural 
apprentices
A Federal Government initiative 
designed to encourage trainees and 
workers back into the agricultural 
and horticultural industries is offering 
substantial incentives for apprentices in 
agriculture and horticulture.

Australian apprentices commencing in a 
Certificate Level II, III or IV qualification 
in Agriculture will now be eligible for an 
$800 tool kit under the Tools for your 
trade initiative and for apprenticeship 
training (fee) vouchers, which provide 
up to $500 in the first and second year 
to cover course fees. 

Apprentices undertaking a Certificate 
II, III or IV qualification in Horticulture 
in a rural or regional area (identified 
using the rural and regional incentive 
postcode list) will also be eligible for 
this assistance. 

Clients who commenced on 1 July, 
2007 will not become eligible under this 
initiative until 1 October, 2007, three 
months from their commencement 
date, in line with the existing program 
guidelines. 

For further information about Tools 
for your trade and the apprenticeship 
training (fee) voucher, contact your 
local Australian Apprenticeships Centre. 
Information is also available at www.
australianapprenticeships.gov.au or by 
phoning the Australian apprenticeships 
referral line on 13 38 73.

EPPR levy now in force 

ADFA Board news

“A Revolution in the Nailing of Grape Covers”

The Ringnail Fastener
Tony Lando 0418 346 352  •  Ph/Fax: (03) 5023 7527  •  E: tony@ringnail.com.au  •  www.ringnail.com.au

Unlike the traditional nail which tears the plastic covers with it’s sharp head, the 
Ringnail pierces the covers EFFORTLESSLY, with no damage to the covers. 
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“even in wild

winds the ringnails

still h
eld on’

Richard Lomman

Vice President ATGA

Table Grape growers of

Australia Pty Ltd

St George QLD

gg

“WOW, I saved

$500 on removal of 

Ringnails, over a 
60 acre patch,

compared to the 
traditional nail”,
Bevan Ball, Paringi.

Available from

and other leading stores.



Unless there are significant rainfall 
events in the catchments, growers 
know that they will be faced with 
severe water restrictions.

As flowering approaches, growers will 
need to make tough decisions, if they 
haven’t already done so.

Some changes will need to be made 
to the routine day-to-day management 
of properties including mulching and 
irrigation practices – water quantities 
and timing. 

Important decisions are necessary 
to determine the fate of each patch. 
Growers need to consider developing 
water budgets to decide which patches 
are the least economically productive. 
This information will help decide 
whether to abandon them completely, 
or to not crop them this season and put 
them into survival mode. 

It is vital that you choose carefully to 
ensure the best use of water for those 
patches of vines that will continue to 
produce.

Workshops – informal grower 
groups
The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) and Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) Victoria will be 
conducting small interactive workshops 
for growers to work through the issues 
of managing their block through these 
times of restricted water. 

A matrix of potential management 
decisions and their outcomes has been 
developed by DPI and ADFA to help 
promote discussion and assist growers 
to make informed decisions for their 
properties.

These informal grower groups will have 
a ‘self-help’ focus aimed at getting 
growers to talk face-to-face about the 
issues that they need to deal with.

Group sizes are expected to be 
relatively small with 10 - 15 growers 
(maximum) meeting on a regular/
needs basis. Participants will be able 
to discuss their progress through the 
season, refine strategies and offer 
advice to each other in a frank way 
that allows successes or failures to be 
shared. Importantly, expert advice on 
any subject can be sought and provided 
as required.

Basic rules will apply for any group 
meeting: 
■ No idea is silly.
■ No-one has all the answers.
■ Everyone is encouraged to speak up 

and contribute to discussions.
■ Everyone is important and of equal 

status in the group.

A coordinator will help arrange group 
meetings throughout the district with 
meeting times flexible to meet the 
needs of particular groups.

Interested growers should contact the 
ADFA on (03) 5023 5174 for further 
information.

Training program for Turkish 
growers
Turkish growers are now benefiting 
from the industry-run Advanced Grower 
Training and Skills Program thanks to 
the help of an interpreter.

The ADFA recognised that growers from 
non-English speaking backgrounds, in 
particular the Turkish community, do 
not attend training programs or field 
workshops because of the difficulty 
they have in understanding English, 
both spoken and written.

To meet this need the ADFA offered a 
modified Advanced Grower Training and 
Skills Program specifically for Turkish 
dried grape growers.

An interpreter has been engaged to 
overcome the language difficulties and 
presentations are more graphic and 
involve more hands-on demonstrations 
than the traditional program format.

The Turkish community readily accepted 
the opportunity to increase their 
knowledge and skills in dried grape 
production. 

Four workshops have now been 

completed with nine growers 
participating in the program.

Industry Development Officer John 
Hawtin said the group was very keen 
to learn. He said the presence of an 
interpreter had worked well in helping 
growers understand the information 
presented in the training sessions and 
growers had indicated that they found 
the workshops interesting and useful to 
them in running their blocks.

Industry spray diary
The ADFA spray diary is now available 
for growers to checklist the chemicals 
they propose using on their dried fruit 
crops this season.

Prior to publication all chemicals listed 
in the diary were reviewed and checked 
against the list of Registered Chemicals 
from the Australian Wine Research 
Institute to ensure that they meet the 
requirements of the dried fruits industry.

Sunbeam Foods and the ADFA 
investigated using an online diary 
like those used by some wineries, but 
ultimately Sunbeam considered this 
option too expensive to maintain. As 
a result growers will have to use the 
printed version again this year. 

ADFA grower members should have 
received their free copy of the spray 
diary. Non-members are able to 
purchase a copy of the spray diary from 
the ADFA for $30. 

Economic sustainability model
The ADFA has the final report and an 
electronic version of the modeling 
program used in the economic 
sustainability model project (see The 
Vine Sep/Oct issue p32). Growers 
wanting to run their own figures 
through the program to look at aspects 
of their viability should contact the ADFA 
IDO to arrange a suitable time.
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Drying for profit

Water outlook - working 
through the tough decisions

Pictured are Peter Clingeleffer, CSIRO Merbein and interpreter Meryem Doydo 
discuss budburst on vines at the Advanced Grower Training and Skills Program.
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The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) and Australian Table Grape 
Association (ATGA) have welcomed 
the Federal Government’s $700 million 
commitment to drought assistance.

On 25 September, 2007 the government 
announced additional drought 
assistance measures for irrigators, 
dryland farmers and small businesses 
severely affected by the drought. 

The measures recognise the 
unprecedented severity, length and 
extent of the current drought, and 
subsequent reduced water allocations, 
and their impact on rural and regional 
communities, the environment, and the 
broader Australian economy.

These new measures include easier 
farmer and small business access 
to Exceptional Circumstances (EC) 
assistance, provide grants directly 
to irrigators, and help with the social 
pressures facing farming families and 
communities across rural and regional 
Australia.

Horticulture Australia Council (HAC) 
Chair Stuart Swaddling said the Prime 
Minister’s announcement of further 
measures to assist farmers through 
drought contained welcome changes to 
the EC program. 

“This will make EC more accessible 
to intensive irrigated industries, and 
assist in supporting farming families, 
affected small businesses, and their 
communities, through this crisis and 
the subsequent recovery process,” Mr 
Swaddling said. 

As the peak national association 
representing horticultural industries, 
HAC has had ongoing discussions with 
the government over the looming crisis 
in the southern Murray-Darling Basin 
(MDB) since May.

“This latest announcement 
demonstrates that the government is 
fully aware of the scope and extent 
of this widespread disaster, and is 
offering assistance to irrigators in these 
unprecedented circumstances,” Mr 
Swaddling said.

“For horticulturists with permanent 
plantings in the basin, however, 
recovery will be a long-term process; 
it can take five to 10 years after 
replanting to produce a commercial 
crop which again brings in an income.

“We understand that there will be a 
further announcement in the near future 
from the government on a longer-term 
Recovery Package for irrigators in the 
basin. We will continue to work closely 
with government on the detail of the 
assistance package, to ensure regions 
and industries involved are able to 
replant and re-build on a sustainable 
basis into the future,” he said.

Improved access to EC 
assistance
Off-farm income exemption

The long-term nature of this drought 
has meant many farm families have 
had to increase the amount of their 
off-farm work. The government has 
increased the annual offset against 
the Exceptional Circumstances Relief 
payment income test from $10,000 to 
$20,000 until June 2009. 

This means that farmers can earn an 
extra $20,000 in off-farm wages and 
salary without affecting their eligibility 
for EC.

Off-farm assets test 

There are a significant number of 
farmers who have not been able 
to access EC assistance as they 
have held off-farm assets, partly to 
diversify their income as part of their 
risk management strategies. The 
government is increasing the off-
farm assets limit for EC interest rate 
subsidies from $473,000 to $750,000 
until 30 September, 2008.

EC interest rate subsidy 
arrangements

The prolonged drought has forced many 
farmers to take on additional debt. 
Changes to the EC interest rate subsidy 
arrangements mean that farmers are 
now able to re-apply for assistance on 
new debt incurred between application 
periods. The maximum cap of $100,000 
per annum remains.

Extending small business 
drought support
The small business drought assistance 
package has been extended to allow 
small businesses that: are dependent 
on farmers for income and have 
suffered a downturn due to the drought; 
and are located in towns substantially 
reliant on farm income and with up to 
10,000 people to access EC income 

support and interest rate subsidies. 
These businesses must be located in 
EC, prima facie or interim declared 
areas.

This new support measure will expire 
on 30 June, 2009 and is in addition 
to the existing support measures for 
agriculture-dependent small businesses 
introduced in November 2006.

To be eligible, the small business must 
be able to demonstrate a significant 
downturn in income due to their 
dependence upon farmers as clients.

Enhanced exit assistance for 
farmers
As this drought continues farmers will 
be considering their options both within 
and outside farming. If you are in severe 
financial difficulty and are considering 
leaving the land, an enhanced exit 
assistance package is now available.

Three elements of this assistance 
package include:

■ An exit grant worth $150,000 (net 
assets limit of $350,000 after selling 
all farm assets).

■ Professional advice and re-training 
assistance worth up to $10,000.

■ Assistance with relocation expenses 
worth up to $10,000 which helps 
a person to obtain a job in another 
location.

Access is not dependent on farmers 
being eligible for the EC relief payment 
or Farm Help income support.

The professional advice and re-training 
grant is available for specialised 
professional information and advice 
across a range of disciplines to assist 
farmers in EC declared areas re-
establish themselves after they exit 
farming. The grant will also assist with 
re-training expenses for farmers who 
are seeking alternative employment.

Relocation assistance is available to 
recipients of the professional advice and 
re-training grant, who are relocating to 
pursue employment prospects.

This assistance package is distinct from 
Farm Help and is available to farmers 
who apply and sell their farm before 30 
June, 2009.

New drought assistance 
measures announced



Greater access to grants 
for professional advice and 
planning
Professional Advice and Planning 
Grants of up to $5,500 (GST inclusive) 
are now available to eligible farm 
businesses located in all EC declared 
areas, irrespective of the length of the 
declaration. In addition, eligible farm 
businesses can now access these 
grants for up to 12 months after the EC 
declaration has expired.

The scope of the grants has been 
broadened to include the development 
of all risk management and business 
plans for a farm, not just a drought 
management plan.

Grants may also be used to undertake 
a farm-business viability assessment 
and to obtain financial and agronomic 
advice about what changes may be 
necessary to ensure the farm business 
recovers from the drought.

Farm businesses can get advice from 
a suitably qualified professional of 
their choice. Grant applications will be 
accepted until 30 June, 2009.

Additional social and 
community assistance 
measures
The drought is having a severe impact 
on the emotional and social wellbeing 

New assistance measures for 
irrigators in the MDB
Information sessions

Information sessions will be delivered 
across the MDB to provide irrigators 
with practical advice to assist them 
in managing their farm enterprises 
with reduced water allocations. The 
sessions, delivered in key irrigation 
communities across the basin, will 
provide irrigators with information 
specific to their industry and region. The 
aim of the sessions is to assist irrigators 
to identify challenges and risks from 
the current water resource issues, 
and improve their planning and risk 
management during this difficult time.

Grants for irrigators in the MDB

Grants of up to $20,000 (GST exclusive) 
will be available to eligible irrigation 
businesses in the MDB to help meet 
the costs of adjusting to reduced water 
availability. 

Irrigators will be able to use the grant 
to meet the costs of implementing on-
farm practices which aim to enhance 
water use efficiency and improve the 
productivity of their enterprise. By 
assisting irrigators to improve their 
water management practices, the 
grants will also help maintain Australia’s 
valuable water storages and protect the 
environmental resource base.

of people in farming families and 
the wider community. As a result the 
Government is providing additional 
social and emotional support measures 
for farming families, communities and 
education institutions including:

■ Funding for additional Rural Financial 
Counsellors, Centrelink Rural Support 
Officers, and social workers. 

■ Additional social and emotional 
counselling services through 25 new 
Family Support Drought Response 
teams.

■ An increase of $1,000 to the 
Assistance for Isolated Children (AIC) 
Additional Boarding Allowance and an 
ongoing supplementary allowance of 
$1,000 for all students who receive 
an AIC Distance Education Allowance.

■ Providing funding of up to $10,000 
per school in EC declared areas.

■ Additional funding for the Emergency 
Relief Program.

Further information
For more information on Exceptional 
Circumstances support and other 
Australian Government drought 
assistance measures call the Drought 
Assistance Hotline on 13 23 16 or visit 
www.daff.gov.au/droughtassist
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Guidelines for the Australian Government’s grant for 
irrigators in the Murray-Darling Basin (MDB), crippled by 
reduced water allocations, were released 12 October. 

The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Peter 
McGauran, said that the specific measures for irrigators, 
as announced on 25 September, included grants of up to 
$20,000 for MDB irrigators. 

“The government recognises that this is an unprecedented 
situation for most irrigators and that there is a need for 
immediate financial assistance,” Mr McGauran said. 

“These grants will be made available to MDB irrigators 
to help them respond to significantly reduced water 
allocations.” 

Assistance is available to help irrigators undertake a range 
of activities that respond to temporarily reduced water 
allocations and improve on-farm practices to maximise 
production for the water that is available.

Activities eligible for assistance include: 
■ Payment of fixed water charges. 
■ Installation or upgrading of piping, troughs and associated 

activities for stock and domestic water. 
■ Sinking/extending/refurbishment of bores (and pumps). 
■ Pruning activities to minimise the impact of low water 

allocations.
■ Reconfiguring irrigation systems. 

■ Equipment replacement to maintain irrigation systems 
(including computer software, piping and pumps). 

■ Costs associated with implementing water efficient crop 
options.

■ Laser levelling. 

Assistance will NOT be paid for:
■ The purchase or leasing of vehicles.
■ Purchasing water or fodder. 
■ Refinancing existing loans.
■ Accounting fees.
■ Purchase or service of assets not directly involved in the 

operation of the farm enterprise.

The grant will be payable for activities undertaken between 
1 July 2007 and 30 June 2009 and will be paid directly to 
irrigators. 

Eligible irrigators must meet the Exceptional Circumstances 
Interest Rate Subsidy off-farm assets test of $750,000. 

Applications for the Irrigation Management Grant can be 
made through Centrelink. 

Commonly asked questions (and their answers) about the 
grant can be found on pages 28 and 29 of this edition of The 
Vine.

For more information about the new assistance measures for 
irrigators in the Murray-Darling Basin contact the Murray-
Darling Basin Assistance and Referral Line on 1800 050 015. 

Grants for MDB irrigators 
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How much is the grant? 

The Irrigation Management Grant is a 
taxable grant of up to $20,000.

Is the grant income and asset 
tested?

There is no income test.

The off-farm asset test is the same as 
for Exceptional Circumstances Interest 
Rate Subsidy at the time of application. 
This means that if you are applying 
between 25 September, 2007 and 30 
September, 2008 the total off-farm 
assets of all the members of the farm 
enterprise must not exceed $750,000. 

Assets essential to the running of the 
farm enterprise are exempt.

Who is qualified to receive the grant?

To qualify for the Irrigation Management 
Grant an individual must:

■ Be a farmer - that is, have a right 
or interest in a farm (i.e. not be 
employed as a farm manager) and 
have been a farmer for two years 
prior to lodging the application.

■ Be an irrigator - that is:

■ Hold an active license for 
irrigation entitlement, or

■ Have derived income from 
irrigation activities within the 
three years prior to the date of 
application, or

■ Would have derived an income 
from irrigation activities were 
water allocations not significantly 
reduced, or

■ Have incurred expenses on 
irrigation activities within the 
three years prior to the date of 
application.

■ Be a member of an irrigation 
enterprise in the Murray-Darling 
Basin, or be an irrigator who draws 
water directly from the Murray-
Darling Basin and has no alternative 
source of irrigation water.

■ Contribute a significant part of labour 
and capital to the irrigation enterprise.

■ Reside in Australia.

■ Have a current ABN.

■ Meet an off-farm assets test that 
is the same as that applying to the 
Exceptional Circumstances Interest 
Rate Subsidy at the time of the claim 
being lodged; and

■ Have identified the activities that form 
their farm plan for managing reduced 
water allocations.

Who should apply for the Irrigation 
Management Grant?

The grant is available to the farming 
enterprise, but is paid to an individual 
on behalf of the enterprise.

Only persons of at least 18 years of age 
who reside in Australia can receive the 
Irrigation Management Grant.

Applicants subject to bankruptcy 
proceedings at the time of application 
will not be eligible to receive the 
Irrigation Management Grant.

I have more than one farming 
enterprise – can I get a grant for 
each enterprise?

No. Applicants who own/lease/operate 
more than one irrigation enterprise will 
only be eligible for one grant.

My spouse and I have two farming 
enterprises between us - can we get 
two grants between us (i.e. each of 
us get a grant for one enterprise)?

Depending on the business structures 
of the two enterprises, and provided 
there are two separate applications, one 
in the name of each enterprise - yes.

What can I use the money for?

Assistance is available to help irrigators 
undertake a range of activities that 
respond to temporarily reduced water 
allocations and improve on-farm 
practices to maximise production for 
the water that is available.

Eligible activities are:
■ Piping, troughs and associated 

activities for stock and domestic 
water.

■ Fixed water charges.

■ Sinking/extending/refurbishment of 
bores (and pumps).

■ Pruning activities to minimise the 
impact of low water allocations.

■ Reconfiguring irrigation systems.

■ Equipment replacement to maintain 
irrigation systems (including 
computer software, piping and 
pumps).

■ Costs associated with implementing 
water efficient crop options.

■ Laser levelling

What can’t I use the money for?

Assistance will NOT be paid for:

■ The purchase or leasing of vehicles.

■ Purchasing water or fodder.

■ Refinancing existing loans.

■ Accounting fees.

■ Purchase or service of assets not 
directly involved in the operation of 
the farm enterprise.

How do I apply?

Application forms will soon be available 
on the Centrelink web site, at Centrelink 
offices and through Rural Services 
Officers and Rural Financial Counsellors.

Once these are available an Irrigation 
Management Grant application form 
must be lodged with Centrelink to 
receive the payment.

If you have called the Drought Hotline 
or the Murray-Darling Basin Assistance 
and Referral Line and left your contact 
details a claim form will be posted to 
you once they are available.

What Information do I need to 
supply?

It depends on whether your 
circumstances have already been 
assessed by Centrelink.

To determine eligibility applicants will 
be required to lodge a full application 
(including supporting documentation) 
and 100 points of identification (as per 
Centrelink Proof of Identity guidelines).

If you are currently receiving: Farm 
Help Income Support, Exceptional 
Circumstances Relief Payment, Prima 
Facie Interim Income Support; or 
Professional Advice and Planning Grant, 
there will be an abridged process as 
Centrelink will have already determined 
part of your eligibility. This process 
includes details of irrigation activities, 
your ABN and how you plan to spend 
the grant.

How is the grant paid? 

Grants will be paid by direct deposit into 
a farm account.

Is the payment taxable?

Yes. The grant forms part of the income 
for the irrigation enterprise. Customers 
should retain a copy of the grant advice 
for taxation purposes. Consult your 
taxation advisor if necessary.

MDB irrigation management grant 
– questions and answers



claims for the Irrigation Management 
Grant. Irrigators who have developed 
a business plan using the Professional 
Advice and Planning Grant program may 
use these plans to identify the eligible 
activities when lodging their application.

What do I need to include on my 
application by way of evidence of the 
work I wish to complete?

The application must include the activity 
type; estimated cost and date you plan 
to implement the changes the Irrigation 
Management Grant will provide.

I’m receiving Farm Help or 
Exceptional Circumstance Relief 
Payment - can I still apply for the 
grant?

Yes. Accessing an existing Centrelink 
program or service does not preclude a 
customer from accessing the Irrigation 
Management Grant. Farmers who 
are already receiving one of these 
payments will already have provided 
much of their details to Centrelink and 
will have an abridged process.

Irrigators who have developed a 
business plan using the Farm Help 
Pathways program may use these plans 
to identify the eligible activities when 
lodging their application.

Irrigators who have not yet accessed 
the Professional advice and Planning 
Grant are encouraged to test their 
eligibility and use this grant to develop 
a drought management or business 
plan that identifies water management 
strategies.

I didn’t qualify for ECRP because 
my/my partner’s income was too 
high. Can I still get the Irrigation 
Management Grant?

The Irrigation Management Grant 
does not require you to be in receipt 
of income support. Provided you meet 
the farmer and irrigator tests and 
the combined off-farm assets for all 
farming enterprise members is less 
than $750,000 you maybe eligible.

Why are there restrictions on what I 
can spend the grant on?

Assistance is available to help irrigators 
undertake a range of activities that 
respond to temporarily reduced water 
allocations and improve on-farm 
practices to maximise production for 
the water that is available.

Do I need to prove that I have spent 
the money on activities that would 
form part of my farm plan?

Applicants may be asked to provide 

When is the grant available?

The grant will be payable for eligible 
activities undertaken between 1 July, 
2007 and 30 June, 2009 provided the 
application is lodged by 31 March, 
2009.

When must the claim be made by? 

Applications must be lodged by 31 
March, 2009.

When must the money be spent by?

Grants must be spent by 30 June, 2009.

How will this impact other Centrelink 
payments I receive?

Business income (including grants and 
associated expenses) is assessed in 
the usual manner for determining other 
Farm Household Support and Social 
Security payments.

The grant is included as taxable 
company income for tax purposes. 
As the purpose of the grant is to 
purchase a business asset/pay business 
expenses, the grant is expected to 
offset business expenses.

How is the grant linked to my farm 
plan?

A formal business or drought 
management plan is not required; 
however the Irrigation Management 
Grant Application must identify the 
activities that would form part of a 
farm plan for managing reduced water 
allocation.

I recently did some work on the farm, 
can I get reimbursement through the 
grant?

Provided that you meet the eligibility 
criteria and that the work was 
completed on, or after 01 July, 2007 
and that you can provide proof 
of purchases, you can claim for 
reimbursement for this work, up to a 
maximum of $20,000.

My farm is a partnership 
arrangement – can both partners 
apply for the grant? 

No. Only one member of a farming 
enterprise will be eligible to access the 
grant on behalf of the farm enterprise. 
The applicant must have discussed 
applying for this grant with all members 
of the enterprise.

I’ve already received Professional 
Advice and Planning Grant – can 
I still apply for the Irrigation 
Management Grant?

Receiving a Professional Advice and 
Planning Grant does not prevent 

this proof; therefore they must 
retain documentary evidence that 
demonstrates the expenses incurred to 
undertake the approved activity. This 
will assist with any fraud detection 
activity and any audits.

Can the grant be used to purchase 
water?

No. The Irrigation Management Grant 
cannot be used to purchase water.

How will Centrelink keep track of 
whether irrigators are spending the 
grant on approved activities?

Irrigators will be required to keep 
receipts of the relevant work completed 
on their farms.

I’m an irrigator outside the MDB - 
can I receive this grant?

Yes, provided you are located in an EC-
declared area and draw water directly 
from the Murray-Darling Basin for 
irrigation purposes.

When will the Information workshops 
be held?

Details of the information workshops 
will be posted on the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry’s 
website at www.daff.gov.au/agriculture-
food/drought when available. Details 
will also appear in your local press and 
be available through your local Rural 
Financial Counsellor or Rural Services 
Officer.

Which body/group/department is 
providing this assistance?

Centrelink is administering this grant on 
behalf of the Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry.

Can the grant be used for 
implementing other systems on my 
farm?

No. The grant is targeted at improving 
water management practices. 

There are specific guidelines around 
what the grant can be used for. See: 
What can I use the money for?

I’m an Irrigator but how do I know 
that I’m in the Murray-Darling Basin?

Maps are available from the Department 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry’s 
website at www.daff.gov.au/agriculture-
food/drought. Or call the MDB hotline on 
1800 050 015.
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Australians love their dried grapes 
and they each eat an average of two 
kilograms every year. 

But in a competitive global market, the 
Australian dried grape industry needs 
consumers to eat more. 

Furthermore, they need to make sure 
it is Australian fruit that ends up in 
the shopping basket and not imported 
fruit from competing grape producing 
nations.

Australia’s dried grape are among the 
best in the world. However, the quality 
of imported product has improved and 
this is having an adverse effect on 
grower returns.

Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) Chairman Peter Jones is a 
strong advocate of promoting the health 
benefits of dried grapes as a means 
of lifting consumption and ultimately 
grower returns.

“Grapes are a versatile, natural food 
and we should be promoting this, 
particularly in the healthy snack 
market,” he said. 

Mr Jones said consumers are 
concerned with the nutritional value 
of the products they buy. They want to 
know that what they eat not only looks 
good, but is good for you.

“We have general data which shows 
dried grapes are low in fat contain 
natural sugars for energy and are a 
good source of dietary fibre and anti-
oxidants, but we do not fully understand 
the role that dried grapes might play in 
human health.

“The history of eating dried grapes 
is well known. For centuries people 
throughout the world have enjoyed  this 
wonderful healthy food source. 

“But there are still studies needed to 
find out why dried grapes are so good 
and how they affect different parts of 
our body and our general health.

Evaluating health attributes
To help evaluate the health attributes 
of dried fruits a levy funded project 
(DG06006) was initiated through 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) earlier this 
year. 

Food Science Australia (FSA) Science 
Group Manager for Biodiscovery and 
Separations Dr Louise Bennett leads 
the project. She said the project was 
an ideal opportunity for the Australian 
industry to ‘discover’ and substantiate 
the health attributes of their products 
and use the information to promote 
purchase and consumption of Australian 
dried grapes.

Dr Bennett said the first step in the 
project was to identify what products 
are to be tested and what outcomes are 
expected.

“In order to capture the benefit for the 
industry, this type of research must 
be conducted on specific products 
from specific varieties and growing 
conditions,” she said. 

“It is crucial that industry stakeholders 
play an active role in selection of the 
topics on which specific R&D proposals 
are expected to be developed.”

The following products were selected 
for testing:

■ Sultanas - Australian, Turkish, Iranian, 
Greek

■ Currants – Australian, Greek

■ Raisins - Australian

■ Thompson Seedless Raisins - United 
States

■ Apricots - Australian, Turkish

■ Prunes - Australian, United States, 
Chilean

Dr Bennett said the proposed research 
objectives identified were aimed at 
producing maximum market impact in 
the short term.

The heath issues of obesity and 
diabetes, and selected vitamin and 
mineral nutrients (impacting on DNA 
stability) as related to longer-term 
regulation of health, were selected foci 
for study.

Analysis has begun and the results from 
the project can be expected in April 
2008.

The results will enable industry to make 
substantiated health claims about their 
products.

They will also permit benchmarking of 
Australian products against competitor 
imports, and hopefully identify 
favourable examples of superiority 
of Australian products for use in 
marketing. 

A Challenge Workshop was organised 
by FSA was held in early May 2007 
and included researchers from FSA and 
CSIRO Merbein, ADFA Board members,  
HAL Industry Services Manager Ross 
Skinner, ADFA General Manager Phil 

Dried fruit – a natural snack alternative

NUTRITIONAL INFORMATION PER 100G *

 Sultanas Raisins Currants Sunmuscats

Energy 1337Kj 1279kJ 1173kj 1310kJ

Protein 2.8g 2.3g 2.8g 2.5g

Fat

      -total 0.4g <1g <1g <1g

      -sat. fatty acids <1g <1g <1g <1g

      -trans fatty acids Nil <1g <1g <1g

      -mono. Fatty acids Nil <1g <1g <1g

      - poly. Fatty acids Nil <1g <1g <1g

Carbohydrates

      - total 65.2g 71.1g 65.1g 70.8g

      - sugars 63.5g 69g 63.2g 67.2g

Dietary fibre 6g 4.9g 6g 4.4g

Cholesterol Nil Nil Nil Nil

Sodium 46mg 58mg 46mg 9mg

Iron - 4.2mg 2.3mg 3mg

Potassium 810mg 1050mg 810mg 910mg

Calcium - 41mg 87mg -

* Source: Sunbeam Foods www.sunbeamfoods.com.au



fruit are equally as good in sumptuous 
desserts like Sunmuscat and peach 
compote and Christmas log,” he said.

These simple recipe ideas are easy 
to prepare, but present dried fruit in 
an entirely different light. They are 
designed to attract a different type of 
shopper to the traditional Christmas 
cake and plum pud and through this 
help increase sales.

Ideal snack
More than that, dried grape products 
are the ideal snack for children. 

Mr Jones said  that not only were 
dried grapes healthy and delicious, but 
there were a mess-free product easily 
handled by children.

“There’s no peel to remove, or sticky 
juices to clean up afterwards.

“Children can open a box of Sultanas 
and snack happily, whether it be at 
the kitchen table, at the playground, or 
while on the go,” he said.

Chidgzey and Sunbeam Foods General 
Manager Domestic Supply Chris Ellis.

“The Challenge Workshop concept is 
designed to facilitate the open and 
2-way dialogue between industry and 
R&D stakeholders, for prioritising R&D 
objectives and lead to development 
of an R&D strategy articulated in the 
form of specific project proposals,” Dr 
Bennett said.

This longer term research project is still 
being developed.

In the meantime Australians can 
continue to enjoy Australian dried vine 
fruit, especially as we come up to 
Christmas. 

More than Xmas cake and 
plum pudding
As Christmas fast approaches there 
is already a heightened awareness of 
dried fruits on the supermarket shelves. 
For many it is the time to start preparing 
Christmas cakes and plum puddings. 
But to truly grow the dried fruit market 
within Australia we need to show that 
there are more exciting recipe ideas.

Mr Jones said that too many consumers 
only thought about purchasing dried 
fruit at Christmas time.

Australian dried fruit is available all 
year so there is no reason why we can’t 
increase sales at other times of the 
year, he said.

Sunbeam Foods has been instrumental 
in developing new recipes as part of 
its overall marketing strategy aimed at 
lifting consumption and domestic sales. 

The ADFA has also commissioned 
a series of promotional leaflets to 
showcase interesting recipe ideas that 
use dried vine fruit in new and unusual 
ways.

This is as much about educating the 
consumer as it is about selling product, 
said Mr Jones. 

“We need to show that dried vine fruit 
is more than Christmas cake and plum 
pudding.”

In fact dried fruit are very versatile and 
make a wonderful ingredient for a main 
meal.

Recipe ideas are as diverse as they are 
plentiful. 

“Whether it be currant beef olives 
served on a bed of swede/potato mash 
with a currant and muscat sauce or 
warm Vietnamese salad with prawns 
and seeded raisins, it is the dried fruit 
which gives these dishes a unique 
flavour and appeal,” Mr Jones said. 

“And let’s not forget the sweets – dried 
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Preparation time: 50 minutes (plus 
cooling time and overnight refrigeration)

Cooking time: 10 minutes 

Serves: 10-12
2 1/3 cups (375g packet) raisins, 
chopped
1 cup (110g packet) diced almonds, 
toasted
2 tsp (5g) chopped pistachio nuts
150g chocolate ripple biscuits, broken
1/4 cup rum (plus 2 tbs extra)
150g dark cooking chocolate, chopped
50g butter
300ml thickened cream 
400g milk cooking chocolate, chopped
1 Picnic bar
1 Flake bar, cut into shards
Icing sugar, for dusting
1 red glace cherry, chopped

Combine raisins and rum. Set aside.

Place biscuits on a tray; sprinkle with 
extra rum and set aside.

Place dark chocolate and butter in a 
heatproof bowl over simmering water, 
stirring occasionally, until melted. Cool 
to room temperature (about 30 minutes). 
Beat 150ml cream until thick. Stir in 
chocolate mixture. Transfer to a medium 
bowl; stir in raisins, almonds and 
biscuits. Refrigerate 2 hours.

Lay a 50cm long piece of baking paper 
on bench. Pile raisin mixture 30cm along 
centre. Roll up and twist ends to form a 
sausage shape. Refrigerate overnight.

Place milk chocolate and remaining 
150ml cream in a heatproof bowl over 
simmering water, stirring occasionally, 
until melted. Cool to room temperature, 
then refrigerate, stirring occasionally, 
until firm but still spreadable (about 30 
minutes).

Unwrap log and trim ends to log shape. 
Place log on a tray lined with baking 
paper. Cover with chocolate mixture. 
Make bark marks with a fork (wipe any 
excess chocolate mixture that collects 
on fork). Slice 2 x 3cm long pieces of 
Picnic bar and push into icing to form 
branch stubs. Decorate log with Flake, 
then dust with icing sugar. Top with 
pistachio nuts and cherry. Refrigerate 
until firm. Use an egg slice to assist in 
transferring log to serving platter.

Note: log can be made up to 3 days in 
advance and kept in refrigerator. 

Christmas Log
A beautiful centerpiece for your Christmas table

“Furthermore, selection of individual 
berries from a bowl or packet helps 
children to develop their fine motor 
skills,” he said.

“Dried grapes are really a versatile 
snack that parents can happily feed their 
children without feeling guilty, and this is 
a message that we need to promote to 
the wider community.”

There is an increasing awareness 
amongst all stakeholders in the dried 
fruits industry that lifting consumption 
levels is essential. 

A range of strategies are being employed 
to achieve this objective including new 
product development, new packaging, 
new recipe development and significant 
promotional expenditure by companies 
such as Sunbeam Foods. There is also 
real evidence of a greater focus on 
promotion amongst major exporters 
including Turkey and the United States.
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Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) 
– an entirely manageable pest

During this review the following 
questions will be considered:
■  What is the economic importance of 

LBAM?
■  How effectively can LBAM be 

managed in the vineyard?
■  Can a vineyard based ‘systems 

approach’ safely displace postharvest 
treatments?

Why is LBAM a pest?
LBAM are native to Australia. The 
economic impact of LBAM is often minor, 
but it can be a significant pest in the 
Murray Valley in some seasons.

The spring and summer generations of 
LBAM tend to be most harmful as they 
feed on bunches and foliage of young 
vines. 

Moths emerge in late winter and early 
spring and lay eggs on grapevine leaves. 
LBAM caterpillars emerging from these 
eggs produce characteristic webbing 
as they curl leaves over themselves 
for shelter and protection. From within 
this protected shelter the larvae feed 
predominantly on leaves, but can cause 
extensive damage to flowers and setting 
berries if large numbers are present. 

In summer there are usually one to 
two LBAM generations depending on 
temperature. Larvae may be seen in the 
centre of fruit clusters where they may 
pose an aesthetic issue for table grapes, 
but the webbing in clusters also serves 
to increase their detection in bunches 
making it less likely these bunches will 
be picked. 

LBAM’s direct effect to reduce yield, is 
low, however caterpillars feed on the 
surface of fruit and this exposed flesh 

Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) is a 
pest of pome fruit, citrus, berry fruit and 
ornamentals. It affects all table grapes 
and is an important biosecurity issue for 
all growers, not only exporters. 

Given the widespread nature of LBAM, 
the Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) recently asked Scholefield 
Robinson Horticultural Services to 
look at vineyard-based management 
strategies for its control in table grapes. 

Several postharvest control options 
are available to the industry, but these 
treatments are specialised and require 
appropriate infrastructure. Furthermore, 
in some cases the treatments can 
reduce the quality and shelf-life of the 
grapes. 

A vineyard ‘systems based’ approach is 
preferred and is being investigated to 
reduce the level of LBAM reaching the 
packing stage.

A pre-harvest management approach, 
such as this is, is desirable for all table 
grape producers. Firstly, it will help 
growers required to meet strict domestic 
quality guidelines. Secondly, and 
perhaps more importantly, it is essential 
for securing and maintaining access to 
lucrative export markets. 

is more susceptible to Botrytis bunch 
rot infections, especially in cooler and 
wetter areas. 

LBAM management in the 
vineyard
In the past LBAM has been seen as a 
pest for which the threshold was zero. 
Sprays often started at egg hatch around 
flowering time. Subsequent sprays were 
applied to coincide with each flight or 
egg hatch or when caterpillar damage 
was found. 

Today many growers have a greater 
understanding of LBAM and its natural 
enemies. They consider LBAM to be 
a less threatening pest which can 
be managed through an integrated 
approach.

An integrated approach to pest 
management can result in a system 
which is ‘in balance’ and can save 
hundreds of dollars and hours otherwise 
spent on other control options.

Natural enemies or ‘beneficials’ such as 
lacewings, spiders and predatory shield 
bugs contribute to overall biological 
control of LBAM in vineyards. 

Another biological control agent is 

By Mary Retallack 

“The economic impact 
of LBAM is often 

minor, but it can be 
a significant pest in 
the Murray Valley in 

some seasons.”

“Growers are more 
aware of the need 

to protect beneficial 
species and their 
habitats to reduce 

LBAM numbers 
naturally.”

LBAM caterpillars produce characteristic webbing as they curl leaves over themselves for shelter and protection.



A good understanding of the LBAM 
life cycle and correct timing of control 
measures are important for successful 
control. Pheromone and port wine traps 
are often used commercially to monitor 
LBAM flights and pest numbers (targeted 
control). This is important when choosing 
appropriate control strategies and 
timetables.

Pheromone tags which disrupt mating 
are also available for use in vineyards.

Summary
To effectively manage LBAM:

■ Look critically at the effectiveness of 
current management programs.

■ Implement a systematic monitoring 
program, with good record keeping.

■ Understand management thresholds.

■ Focus on vineyard practices that 
protect and support beneficial insects.

■ Target control strategies to coincide 
with appropriate stages of LBAM 
development.

In most cases this pest is well-managed 
in Australian vineyards. Both larvae 
and adults (and the damage they 
cause) are readily visible and therefore 
bunches showing signs of damage or 
characteristic ‘webbing’ are unlikely to be 
picked, and less likely to reach packed 
cartons. 

Trichogramma, a genus of very small 
wasps that parasitise and develop in 
LBAM eggs, thus killing the eggs. 

Growers are more aware of the need 
to protect beneficial species and their 
habitats to reduce LBAM numbers 
naturally. Recent research has identified 
a range of host plants including 
buckwheat which produce a good nectar 
source for beneficials.

Habitat control is also important for 
reducing LBAM numbers. Broad leaf 
weeds harbour LBAM and should 
be removed and the species mix in 
covercrops is now better managed to 
reduce the harbouring of LBAM over 
winter.

A range of biological and chemical 
products are registered for the control of 
LBAM. 

Some growers use Bacillus thuringiensis 
(Bt) to control LBAM, but more often they 
use a broad spectrum insecticide. 

While effective, broad spectrum 
insecticides can cause considerable 
damage to the natural insect balance as 
they can kill beneficials, leading to bigger 
longer term problems. 

Some growers time their sprays around 
pest scout recommendations, but the 
majority of the industry plan on a pre-
bunch closure spray as a precaution. 

Conclusion
With a good understanding of the 
lifecycle of LBAM, targeted control 
strategies can be implemented within 
an overall integrated pest management 
approach to achieve good control of 
LBAM in the vineyard. 

LBAM is an entirely manageable 
pest. This is an important message to 
convey to markets receiving Australian 
table grapes both within Australia and 
overseas.
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LBAM male and female moths and pupae.



34

There is no doubt that drought 
conditions in the Murray-Darling Basin 
have taken a toll on growers. But it is 
not until you see the latest figures from 
the Sunraysia Rural Counselling Service 
(SRCS) that you begin to realise that this 
is not just a water crisis, but a financial 
melt down for many; and that is just 
those growers and rural businesses 
who have sought help.

More than 300 new clients sought help 
from the SRCS in the last financial year

SRCS Rural Financial Counsellor 
Graeme Thornton said client demand 
had continued to increase since 
2000/01 (Figure 1), but had risen 
dramatically in the last financial year.

More than 300 new clients were 
assisted in 2006/07, he said, taking 
the total number to 530. This was more 
than double the number of clients of the 
previous year. 

He said most clients were seeking 
assistance relating to Exceptional 
Circumstances income support, 
interest rate subsidies and associated 
assistance programs. 

Of greater concern 
to counsellors is 
the sharp increase 
in client bank 
debt (which does 
generally not include 
lease, consumer or 
personal debt).

Bank debt has 
risen substantially 
from $21 million in 
2000/01 to $47.2 
million in 2005/06 
and $159 million in 
2006/07 (Figure 2).

Mr Thornton said the rapid escalation 
may be somewhat attributable to more 
up-to-date client financial recording, 
but was more representative of the 
increasing number of clients with very 
large farm enterprises who were not 
historically clients of the service.

“The average client debt for 2006/07 
has increased to more than $350,000 
from $250,000 for the previous year,” 
Mr Thornton said. 

“Obviously not all client debt has 
increased to this level. But with more 
‘big’ clients with ‘big’ debt, the average 
debt will rise.”

In fact this was the first year that the 
service had clients with multi-million 
dollar debts.

Mr Thornton said the increase of 

clients from the large farm sector was 
foreshadowed by the Horticultural Task 
Force report which concluded that 
group was more at risk than smaller 
growers who may have access to 
off-farm employment and were less 
dependent on farm returns alone for 
their livelihoods.

The lead up
In addressing the Annual General 
Meeting, SRCS Chairperson Lyn 
Heaysman said the 2006/07 financial 
year had proven to be an extraordinary 
year of drought and very challenging.

“Our community last year saw the first 
of severe water restrictions for irrigated 
farming along the Murray-Darling Basin. 
NSW irrigators suffered a whole season 
on 50% water allocations. This resulted 
in many farmers making strategic 
business decisions in working their 
enterprise through these tough times,” 
she said. 

“While the Victorian side of the river had 
95% water allocations until 30 June, 
2007, there was mounting uncertainty 
for the next irrigation season. 

“By the end of the financial year it was 
apparent that both NSW and Victorian 
irrigators faced drastic irrigation 
allocation reductions if dry conditions 
continued as water storage levels in 
catchments were severely depleted.”

Ms Heaysman said the enormity of such 

Drought takes toll 
on Sunraysia families

Rural Counselling update

Total number of clients assisted in 2006/07:  530

Including new clients: 323

Clients from a non-English speaking background: 48

Average age of clients:  50 years

Average property size:  21ha (52 acres) 

Average equity:  58%

Average liabilities: $353,656

Client statistical summary

“Over time the drought 
just took hold on all 
our communities on 

both sides of the river.” 

The SRCS team (from left): Belinda Piccirillo, Don Seward, Graeme Thornton, Brian 
Dodson, Stephanie Ferdelja, and  Lorraine Argus.

“We see far too many 
farmers who are not 

viable, have little 
equity in their farms, 
but wish to continue 

to next harvest.” 



of the 2007 winegrape harvest in the 
Murray Valley was the lowest in nine 
years,” said Mr Thornton. 

“The 355,000 tonnes was worth $109 
million compared with the 1999 harvest 
of 316,000t which had a value of $139 
million.”

With expected water reductions for 
the coming season there will likely be 
a continued decline in production, in 
effect making their farming enterprises 
unsustainable at current returns he 
said.

Dried grapes: Despite favourable 
drying conditions, the season saw 
reduced tonnages due to drought 
conditions and lower production. 

Mr Thornton said about 19,000t was 
processed, which was substantially 
less than the previous three seasons 
of close to 30,000t. Prices increased 
slightly over previous years but remain 
substantially below cost of production 
for most growers. 

He said dried vine fruit clients remained 
the most ‘at risk’ financially as they 
lacked the resources to increase 
production, modernise vineyards for 
mechanisation or plant new varieties for 
increased productivity. 

“Of concern is the very small number 
of dried fruit producers who produce 
large volumes compared to the vast 
number of growers who produce very 
low tonnages.

“Smaller growers have very little 
opportunity to improve scales of 
economy.”

Table grapes: The 2006/07 season 
saw sustainable prices similar to the 
previous year; however, difficulties 
were experienced with export markets 
impacting on returns for some. 

Quality and quantity were affected by 
the hot, dry conditions and varying 
water allocations. 

a scenario had bought the community 
together at many levels. 

“The Horticultural Task Force, bought 
together by Mildura Rural City and 
Wentworth Shire Councils, turned their 
thinking from long term strategies 
for recovery of the horticultural 
industries, to immediate crisis needs 
as the ramifications of little water for 
permanent plantings became more dire. 

The industry leaders went from talking 
about how to manage this crisis in 
water to demanding immediate actions. 

“Over time the drought just took hold 
on all our communities on both sides of 
the river.”

Who is suffering?
Mr Thornton said the continuing 
dry conditions had created further 
pressures for growers who have 
experienced downward trends in 
returns for crops in recent years.

Winegrapes: A large proportion of 
clients listed winegrapes as their main 
enterprise (Figure 3). 

Low prices for the 2007 harvest of wine 
grapes compounded by low yields due 
to the prevailing drought conditions and 
contractual problems with wineries saw 
the number of clients with winegrapes 
as their major enterprise double from 
2005/06 to 2006/07

“More concerning is that the value 

Mr Thornton said table grape growers 
have huge concern for next season. 
Table grape crops require more water 
than dried and wine grape enterprises 
so the low water availability it expected 
to have a large impact.

As the Australian dollar continues 
to strengthen against the American 
dollar, growers who export are also 
likely to find it harder to compete on 
international markets.

Mr Thornton said it was unfortunate 
that most of the SRCS’s clients had low 
levels of financial literacy.

“Many do not review their budget to 
monitor costs or revise budgets for 
unexpected expenses.

“As a consequence we see far too 
many farmers who are not viable, have 
little equity in their farms, but wish to 
continue to next harvest as they believe 
‘one good harvest’ will turn around 
prospects.

The year ahead
Ms Heaysman said the year ahead was 
looking very bleak. 

“I want to thank the leadership role the 
Mildura and Wentworth Councils have 
taken in working with the community in 
providing forums and seeking solutions 
to the ongoing problems we are all 
facing,” she said.

“Our local water authorities have not 
sat still either, and they have continued 
to seek information and work on 
potential strategies to squeeze as much 
water out of the system as possible. 

“This extraordinary event has stretched 
every senior executive’s management 
skills and challenged everyone to think 
further and work harder to come up 
with solutions.”
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Figure 1. SRCS client numbers.

Figure 2. SRCS client bank debt.

Figure 3. Major enterprises of SRCS clients.



Sitofex is the only registered Forchlorfenuron (CPPU) product 
in Australia and the only Forchlorfenuron (CPPU) product with a 
full ‘package’ for registration in the world today. 

It is registered as a Plant Growth Regulator as a sizing agent for 
table grapes, and other important benefits have been observed, 
particularly by Australian growers in Australian vineyards in the 
past two seasons since registration. 

In 2007 Sitofex has seen an exciting growth. Growers from 
Mareeba and Bowen in Queensland’s Far North began using 
Sitofex in the current season as early as April 2007, and 
application and use of Sitofex has increased since registration 
in November 2005. 

Sitofex is now being used extensively by growers in Mareeba, 
Bowen, Emerald, St George, Mundubbera, Cunnamulla, Alice 
Springs, Carnarvon, 
Swan Valley, SA 
Riverland and 
the Mildura and 
Robinvale regions. 

Like GA, there are 
many compounds 
of CPPU being 
marketed in the 
world, either under 
permit, or illegally. Sitofex is the only registered product for use 
on table grapes, not only in Australia, but in most major table 
grape areas around the world. The same formulation from the 
German company Alzchem (DeGussa), is marketed through 
USA, Chile, Mexico, Israel, South Africa, Europe, and Australia.

Some notes on use:

Sitofex does not replace, and it is not an alternative to GA. 
Sitofex is CPPU (Forchlorfenuron) and is a cytokinen. GA is an 
entirely different compound, Gibberellic Acid. The basic actions 
of these two products, put simply are, GA primarily increases cell 
size and Forchlorfenuron primarily increases cell division.

GA and Sitofex (CPPU) have different responses on different 
varieties of grape particularly seedless, semi-seedless and 
seeded:

•	 SEEDLESS	–	e.g.	Flame	Seedless	and	Thompson	Seedless	
respond well to GA plus Sitofex.

•	 SEMI	 SEEDLESS	 –	 e.g.	 Maroo	 Seedless,	 Ruby	 Seedless,	
Sugarone (Menindee Seedless) respond well to full cover 
spray application of Sitofex with no follow on effects on the 
vines; however GA can only be applied by hand dipping or 
hand directed spraying because over vine spraying with GA 
generally has effects on the following year’s cropping.

•	 SEEDED	–	e.g.	Red	Globe,	and	other	regular	seeded	varieties	
also have good response to cover spray application of Sitofex, 
but only dipping or hand directed bunch spraying of GA.

As with GA, expect different degrees of response from Sitofex 
when treating different varieties.

WHAT CAN SITOFEX DO FOR YOU?

QUALITY ASPECTS THAT ARE ENHANCED BY THE USE OF 
SITOFEX®

Sitofex is registered for size enhancement of table grapes.

1. Increased size of berries

Other observed improvements:

2. Evenness of size of berries within the bunch

3. Stronger attachment of berries to bunch (quite a dramatic 
improvement) - especially seedless varieties, Flame Seedless, 
Thompson Seedless, Dawn, Ruby and Crimson, due to 
enhanced development of the “brush” inside the grape berry

4. Cleaner presentation of bunch and berries. (Greater cell 
numbers per square cm in skin and stems mean the fruit 
structure has stronger resistance to blemish damage)

5. Fruit has a firmer (crunchier) texture

6. Because of 2,3,4 And 5, fruit has improved storage life, of 
special note for northern area fruit, fresh looking display life is 
improved

7. If you are unfortunate enough to get insect or weather damage, 
over the last two years growers have found, that cleaning 
Sitofex-treated fruit is easier, as damage has been less due to 
stronger skin and bunch structure.

8. Pack out percentage has been observed to be higher with 
Sitofex treated fruit.

9. Sitofex can be used as a harvest time management tool. 
Early low rates appear to have little effect on maturity timing, 
however, if higher rates and/or, later application timing is used, 
maturity can be delayed for a few days with the great added 
advantage that fruit stays in good condition on the vine for 
much longer. (Has slower aging) 

For further information regarding Sitofex, 
contact Aaron on 0408 500130, or John on 0418 351 908.

SITOFEX®, An ALZCHEM product.  

Distributed by:

MALIKY DISTRIBUTORS (Mildura) PTY LTD

Ph. 03 50213303, Fax 03 50213302
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Vigilance with powdery 
mildew control essential

Growers should continue monitoring 
their blocks for powdery mildew, a 
fine weather disease, with routine 
applications of sulphur being applied up 
to, and after flowering.

All patches of vines should be sprayed 
regardless of whether or not they are 
being cropped this season. Otherwise 
spores may build up in unsprayed 
patches and lead to additional infection 
pressure on vines that have been 
sprayed.

To improve disease control, the use 
of DMI (DeMethylation Inhibitors) 
fungicides could be considered for use 
just before and after flowering. For 
example, at six to seven weeks and ten 
weeks after bud burst. For more advice 
on which fungicide to use, growers 
should talk to their chemical reseller’s 
agronomist.

If chemicals other than sulphur are 
used, fungicides from the same 
chemical group should be applied no 
more than two consecutive applications, 
and no more than three applications in 
the season. This approach prevents the 
build up of resistance of the disease to 
these fungicides.

Good spray coverage is always 
essential for effective disease control 
as the disease will continue to thrive on 
any untreated foliage.

‘Survival’ water management
We are now approaching critical growth 
stages such as flowering and berry 
set and survival water management 
is vital. With limited water available, it 
is essential that every drop of water 
is used to its best advantage and gets 
vines through these key periods.

Research results show that irrigating 
at night is most effective. At this time, 
when temperatures are lower, there are 
less water losses through evaporation 
from the soil surface or as water is 
being applied. This allows more water 
to move into the soil profile for uptake 
by the vines.

The duration and the intervals 
between irrigations 

should be reviewed. 
In these times of 

water shortages it 
is better to have 
deep irrigations 
of longer 
duration with 
extended and 
strategically 
timed intervals 
between 
irrigations. 
This strategy 
decreases the 
total amount 
of water 
evaporated from 

the soil surface 
over the irrigation 

season and will help 

ensure more water is available for use 
by the vines.

Irrigations should be timed to coincide 
with the critical growth stages of berry 
development to reduce stress and 
increase the chances of better berry set 
and cropping potential. 

Reducing the effects of evaporation 
and transpiration from the soil surface 
needs to be considered. All weeds and 
cover crops should be slashed and 
mulched and any remaining cover crop 
sprayed with a knock-down herbicide.

These strategies are important for all 
grape varieties, but are essential for 
Sunmuscat. Over the years, anecdotal 
evidence suggests that maintaining 
good soil moisture after flowering and 
during berry set in Sunmuscat has 
helped reduce berry shatter. Clearly, this 
is going to be made harder to manage 
with reduced water available for use. 

Approved Supplier Training
Growers who have not completed 
training to be accredited as an 
Approved Supplier for all processors 
are advised that they can complete 
Approved Supplier training through the 
ADFA, by registering their expression of 
interest on (03) 5023 5174. 

37

Around the block

“Research results 
show that irrigating 

at night is most 
effective.”

All weeds should be killed off and retained as mulch using a weedicide to reduce 
water losses through evaporation and transpiration.

Powdery mildew on Currants.



NANGILOC COLIGNAN FARMS NURSERIES
We take pride in our quality.
Field grown grafted vines, 

   1 and 2 year old on a range of  
rootstocks.

                    Email:  wullrich@ncf-treviso.com.au

Contact Werner on:

0428 293 040
0350 291623

Mobile:
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