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Welcome growers to the first edition of 
The Vine for 2008.

As we are all aware, a new Federal 
Government was elected on 24, 
November 2007.

Importantly, the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) and other local 
horticultural groups have been in 
regular contact with both the Australian 
Labour Party (ALP) and Coalition during 
the last few months.

The ADFA recognises the urgent need 
to engage with the new Federal ALP 
Government. It is crucial that we 
establish a strong working relationship 
to help develop and implement effective 
recovery strategies for when we 
emerge from the current drought. 

Further, a continued cooperative 
approach amongst horticultural 
industries will be vital in our approaches 
to the Federal Government.

ADFA is not only working with local 
governments and other horticultural 
organisations to ensure the adequacy 
of immediate assistance measures, but 
also on a recovery plan for our districts. 
The plan focuses on planning, property 
build-up, irrigation infrastructure and 
property redevelopment including 
replanting when our water security 
returns to normal with full, or near full, 
water allocations.

It is crucial that local planning issues 
are addressed successfully and that 
we are able to facilitate long term 
farm build-up with our best technology 
being incorporated into the farms of the 
future.

We will also need to keep the 
government informed of the efficiency 
gains that continue to be made by 
Australian farmers and the pivotal role 
agriculture and horticulture play in the 
nation’s economy. ADFA is a member 
of major national organisations such as 
the National Farmers Federation (NFF) 
and the Horticulture Australia Council 
(HAC) which will continue to drive these 
important messages.

Further, we want to ensure that the new 
Federal Government does not adopt 
policies that will undermine our future.

While we are getting close to harvest 
now, the strain on growers trying to 
grow a crop, or just keeping their 
plantings alive, remains with us. These 
pressures will probably be with us for 
some time yet.

The ADFA Board of Management is 
continuing to work with the consultants 
Street Ryan & Associates on the three 
marketing projects being funded 
through the Federal Government’s 
Industry Partnerships Program. Although 
it is difficult to focus on marketing 
issues during an extended drought 
which has adversely impacted on 
water supply and production levels, the 
Board remains determined to work on 
ways to lift market returns so that all 
industry stakeholders can be profitable, 
thus ensuring a viable future for the 
Australian dried fruits industry.

We welcome processors’ early 
announcement of 2008 prices, which 
are well up on previous years and vital 
in enabling informed decision making 
by growers in the current difficult 
circumstances. However, while prices 
have risen, the bad news was that the 
cost of temporary water has hit all time 
highs this season.

Next season’s water supply situation is 
still a serious concern with no obvious 
break in the weather pattern as yet. 
Personally I hope it doesn’t rain during 
our harvest, but it can rain non-stop in 
April, May and June 2008.

I welcome new dried fruit grower 
readers including dried tree fruit and 
prune growers based in the Riverland 
of South Australia and the Griffith and 
Young districts of New South Wales 
as well as dried tree fruit growers 
in South Australia. As part of our 
new service agreement with these 
industries, ADFA will provide a range 
of administration and finance services 
including communication activities that 
incorporate regular articles relevant 
to these respective industries as part 
of the dried fruits section of our joint 
ADFA/Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) publication. 

In addition, as part of these agreements 
both the Australian Prune Industry 
Association and South Australian Dried 
Tree Fruits Association will participate at 
the ADFA Federal Council meeting held 
in July each year.

Peter Jones 
ADFA Chairman

ADFA to consult with 
new government 
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This year’s table grape season has got 
off to a good start with the Australian 
Table Grape Association (ATGA) 
promotional events timed to capture 
early season grapes from the northern 
areas of Australia. 

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott, 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) Marketing 
Manager for grapes, Michelle Toft and I 
visited the Brisbane Markets to launch 
the table grape season and to run a 
training session for retailers. 

The ATGA believe the training session 
was well received and thought it was 
very worthwhile with about 35 retailers 
attending.

I spoke on behalf of growers telling the 
retailers about the different varieties 
of table grapes available and how they 
should be handled to remain fresh.

The session was supported by 
Brisbane wholesaler Noel Greenhalgh 
from Pascoes. Mr Greenhalgh spoke 
on a number of issues including 
how to identify quality through the 
GrapeConnect grape quality system. 

Mr Greenhalgh also advised retailers 
that his growers had made it quite 
clear that there would not be the same 
abundance of fruit this year as there 
had been last year. 

Together we also raised the issue of 
the increased costs that growers face 
this year with many having to buy in 
additional water. 

With the help of staff at the market 
chamber table grape point-of-sale 
material was shown and made available 
to the retailers who attended. 

Media tour
Ms Toft then flew to Emerald in northern 
Queensland to Joe and Ross Cordoma’s 
vineyard where she met with a number 
of Food and Feature Editors from 
prominent magazines. 

The media were treated to lunch 
with local growers and then shown a 
commercial table grape property and 
briefed on the different management 
practices involved. 

The editors were also keen to hear 
about the different varieties and the 
times they were available. 

This exercise has proven very 
successful as we are already seeing 
good media coverage through the 
magazines of those editors who 
attended. 

Special thanks to Joe and Ross 
Cordoma for making their property 
available and also to the ATGA’s 
Queensland delegate Rob Wheatley 
and Industry Development Officer Anne 
Larard for their involvement.

Drought will affect prices
Moving down south into the Sunraysia 
region, growers are looking to this 
harvest with great anxiety. 

Not only are growers faced with the 
high costs of production, but they have 
been dealt another blow with many 
choosing to buy in temporary water in 
order to produce a commercial crop this 
year.

Growers in the Sunraysia have currently 
been allocated only 26% of their water 
entitlement and this is simply not 
enough to produce a commercial crop 
from the entire vineyard. 

Having done the exercise myself, I have 
calculated that at temporary water 
costs of $1000 per megalitre I would 
need to receive an additional $4 per 10 
kilogram box to pay for the extra water 
needed. 

Obviously, for growers to be able to 
survive these difficult times they need 
to recoup this expense, or many will not 
be in the industry next year whether 
there is water available or not.

I hope the doom and gloom turns 
around and I can be more positive in the 
next edition.

Nick Muraca 
ATGA Chairman

Retailer training a hit 
at Brisbane markets
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Vines receiving slightly less water can still grow a good crop but may have a reduced canopy size.
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major stages of fruit development, there 
should be no, or little, impact on yield.

Vine vigour may be reduced compared 
to that previously accustomed to, but 
this may not be a disadvantage so long 
as there is adequate cane length and 
that the canes have fully matured.

Transfer water from low production 
patches to another part of the 
property: Growers have identified their 
least productive patches and have not 
irrigated them this season. The water 
not used on these patches has been 
transferred to patches which will yield 
the most return for the water used.

Irrigate to flowering to keep options 
open for as long as possible: 
Vines were irrigated from bud burst 
to flowering to keep the options for 
decision making open for as long as 
possible. Once growers had a good 
indication of how much water would 
be available they calculated how much 
it would cost to buy water to continue 
growing the crop and estimated the size 
of the crop from these patches to see if 
purchasing the extra water was viable. 
If it was not viable the water was turned 
off and transferred to more productive 
patches.

Install drippers, expecting to save 
water: Some growers have decided to 
install drippers, expecting that they will 
save water. 

Extreme care needs to be taken when 

Reports from the International Sultana 
Conference show Sultana prices are 
strengthening and global production 
and supplies are reduced.

To take advantage of this situation 
and the improved prices offered by 
Australian processors, growers should 
consider adopting water and property 
management strategies that will enable 
them to maximise production with the 
resources available to them.

Some of the options chosen in the 
Sunraysia area and their expected 
impact are explained further below.

Buy water and continue to crop: 
Even though additional water is 
purchased, the total water available 
for use may be less than previously 
used in the vineyard. Some growers 
are budgeting on using 7 megalitres 
per hectare or less. If irrigations are 
managed strategically in line with the 

managing these vines as the volume 
of soil wet by the newly installed 
drippers is much smaller than with full 
row irrigation and vines may become 
stressed.If the vines become stressed 
the fruit could be aborted, and no, or 
little, crop produced.

With the current low water allocations, 
additional water may still need to be 
purchased if a full crop is to be grown 
on vines irrigated through newly 
installed drippers.  

Apply limited water to grow 
replacement canes: Some growers 
decided from the outset that they 

Coping with the drought 
What dried fruit growers are doing

Cover story

Drippers installed into existing vines 
may save water; care should be taken 
not to stress vines when converting to 
drips

Advancing redevelopment plans and 
removing old vines can reduce the need 
to purchase additional water.



were not going to produce a crop from 
certain patches within the vineyard, 
but wanted to keep the vines alive and 
grow replacement canes for next year. 
To do this the vines were pruned back 
to spurs in the crown. Limited water is 
being applied and good replacement 
canes should be grown for next year.

The saved water will be used on 
the most productive patches on the 
property.

Removal of old, 
low producing 
vines: Some 
growers have 
advanced the 
redevelopment 
programs for their 
properties. Old, 
low producing 
vines have been 
removed and the 
land is either being 
left unworked or 
being prepared for planting when water 
allocations  improve in the future.

The saved water has been transferred 
onto the rest of the property to produce 
a crop.

Summer prune early to remove crop 
load: Growers were able to keep their 
options open for as long as possible by 
summer pruning early and removing 
crop load. This is an easy method of 
removing the fruit load from the vines, 
but still allows good replacement canes 
to be grown for next season. 

If growers are still considering this 
option, the vines should be slightly 
stressed and not irrigated before cutting 
as the remaining canes could grow 
too vigorously and not produce useful 
canes for next year. 

Irrigate with limited water across 
the whole property and hope to get 
through: Spreading a limited water 
supply across the entire property 
and hoping that it will rain is not a 
well thought out option and should 
be avoided at all costs. The vines will 
become stressed and either lose the 
crop completely or grow a reduced crop 
of smaller berries which are of low, or 
no, commercial use to the processors. 
Because they are stressed, the vines 
will not grow good replacement canes 
for next season which will make a bad 
situation worse.

Consideration should be given to buying 
additional water to grow the crop, or to 
adopting some of the options to remove 
the crop from some of the property and 

using the saved water on the remaining 
vines to fully finish their crop.

Summer prune Swingarm trellis 
vines early to reduce crop load: 
Swingarm trellis can be summer 
pruned early, removing the crop load 
and reducing the canopy size from 
the vines enabling them to grow good 
replacement canes for next year. The 
water saved is used on other more 
productive patches on the property.

Cropped last year, summer pruned 
with a chain saw: Some growers 
summer pruned old non-productive 
vines with a chain saw following last 
year’s harvest. As a result post-harvest 
irrigations were not needed and this 
maximised the amount of water carried 
over for use on their properties this 
season.
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Without any crop load, the cordon should grow good 
replacement canes for the next season.

Water loss can be reduced by growing replacement canes 
only on T trellis.

ABOVE: Vines under extreme stress will suffer from restricted 
growth and may not develop fruit and useful replacement canes.

LEFT: Fruit may fall from bunches if vines are under stress at 
critical growth stages.
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Representatives from the Argentinean, 
Australian, Chilean, French, Italian, 
South African and American prune 
industries recently descended upon 
Santiago, Chile for the 10th International 
Prune Association (IPA) World Congress.

This year almost 150 prune growers, 
processors, packers, exporters 
and researchers met to exchange 
information on production and market 
trends and to devise strategies to 
increase world consumption of prunes.

In his opening address IPA President 
Camilo Pizarro told the forum that the 
congress focus was to be on marketing.

He said that there was currently a world 
deficit in global supplies of prunes, 
but the situation would soon change. 

The forum heard that production fell 
from 280,000 in 2006 to 180,000 
tonnes in 2007. Supplies in the northern 
hemisphere were weak but there 
was growth in southern hemisphere 
supplies with both Chile and Argentina 
increasing the amount of fruit exported.

Mr Pizarro said there were 15,700 
hectares of young plantings throughout 
the world not yet in full production and 
that the industry had to be prepared 
for the expected growth in supplies.

To help plan for the future and manage 
supplies it is important to know how 
many trees are in the ground and what 
is their current fruit bearing capacity. 

Each national delegate addressed 
the congress on the situation 
with prunes in their country.

Argentina
Argentina has a relatively large 
prune industry (12,000ha) based 
primarily around Mendoza in the west 
of the country. Most of the 4,078 
prune growers have relatively small 
farms (1-5ha) and production is 
predominantly for the export market.

D’Agen, Stanley, President and 707 are 
the main varieties planted, with most 
trees trained in the traditional vase. Only 
2% of trees are trained to a palmette 
system and 1% on central leader trellis.

Fruit suffer from frost and hail and 
there is a plan to lessen these 
climatic influences with nets, but the 
cost is high at about $10,000/ha.

There are 193 tunnel driers in Argentina, 
the rest of the crop is sun dried.

Domestic consumption levels are 

stable, and so there is a greater 
emphasis on exports. Of the exports, 
61% goes to Russia, Spain and Brazil 
and they are mostly pitted prunes.

Australia
Australia has about 125 growers in 
three major prune growing areas, 
each with their own characteristics.

Young in south western New South 
Wales is a dryland area where 
orchards vary from 10-50ha.

The Murrumbidgee Irrigated Area (MIA) 
and Coleambally in southern central 
NSW and Riverland and Barossa 
Valley areas in South Australia are 
irrigated and orchards vary from 
1 to 100ha. Production is growing 
slowly in these irrigated areas.

For the past seven years Australia has 
been experiencing a severe drought that 
has affected crop yields, particularly in 
the dryland area of Young, It has also 
meant that water allocations in the 
irrigated areas have been reduced.

Production in the Young area has 
fallen to 1,000t, and risen in the 
irrigated NSW areas to 3,000t 
and 700t in South Australia.

There is an oversupply of dehydrators 
in the Young district with a shortage 
in the MIA. There is one large 
packer-owned drying facility in 
South Australia and a number of 
large grower-owned dehydrators.

Most Australian growers 
are mixed farmers.

Australian prune growers supply only 
the domestic market and imported 
prunes meet any shortfalls.

All growers in Australia are members 
of the Australian Prune Industry 
Association (APIA). It also includes five 
packers. Members meet annually to 
decide industry issues. There is also a 
National Executive and a Research and 
Development Advisory Committee.

Future prospects for the industry are 
mostly positive with production in 
the irrigated areas on the increase. 

Chile
Chile has 12,000ha of prunes 
planted, but only 7,000 are in full 
production. National production is 
currently at 45,000t but this is set 
to rise as young trees mature.

In Chile most growers (90%) process 
their own fruit. There is a large focus on 
export with 70% of growers processing 
and exporting their own fruit.

France
Colder weather in Europe has 
increased prune consumption and 
France is holding lower carryover 
stocks than previous years. 

France has 1,700 growers 
who produced 45-50,000t of 
prunes from a planted area of 
14,000ha (average = 50ha).

There are 35 driers and four co-
operatives commercialise 80% of the 
crop. Together they aim to increase 

Marketing focus for 
international prune congress

Trees tied together across the row and between trees within rows was an unusual 
tree training method employed in Mendoza.



protecting producers’ interests. It is 
in this capacity that an innovative 
marketing and promotion strategy 
was created and put into action.

Global promotion 
At the last IPA World Congress held in 
Sardinia (Italy) in May 2006 the idea 
of a generic communication campaign 
about the benefits of consuming 
prunes was conceived. Later that year 
the Executive Committee decided to 
proceed with the campaign which 
would be co-financed by all the 
world prune growers on the basis 
of their volume of production. 

South India was chosen as the 
first operation place for 2007.

India has a population of 1.3 billion, 
with 200-300 million consumers who 
do not currently purchase prunes, so 
there is a huge potential for market 
growth. Southern India was chosen for 
the study because there are increased 
numbers of retail outlets and there is 
high literacy and many working women.

Although the results of the promotion 
campaign are not yet reflected in large 
sales, it has been very successful 
in educating health professionals 
in India of the beneficial qualities 
of prunes in nutrition and health.

Rachna Sharma of SCG-Group reported 
that prune shipments to India were 
non existent in 2003, but with the help 
of the promotion campaign prunes 
are now available in major cities 
and there is a growing consumer 
base and organised retail growth.

Ms Sharma said that by 2008 there 

will be 100 metric tonnes imported.

Chilean production facilities
Field trips are a popular component 
of any conference allowing growers 
and processors to get a hands-on 
feel for production in that country. 
Visits to three Chilean production 
facilities provided congress delegates 
with three very different insights 
into the South American industry.

Prunesco has 100 grower co-
operators, but would like to 
become a public company.

The processing facility has 
28 pitting machines and also 
produces organic prunes.

Agrosuper, the world’s largest 
single prune grower, established 
Superfruit in 2004 to process its fruit. 
The company processes 6,000t of 
prunes annually from their 2,500ha 
mixed orchard. Of the 1,100ha of 
prunes, only 450ha are bearing.

global consumption by working as one 
and investing in generic promotion.

Italy
Italy is the smallest IPA member 
country with less than 500ha of 
orchards. In 2007 there was a 
total production of 1,580t.

Only five growers have more than 
50ha. D’Ente is the main variety 
planted and all fruit is tunnel dried.

Only one cooperative has facilities for 
processing and packaging dried prunes.

When the European aid structure 
changes in 2012 the future 
for farmers is uncertain.

South Africa
Prunes are only a small part of the 
South African fruit industry, accounting 
for 1% of all fruit production.

The area planted to prunes has 
declined and today there are 82 
growers producing less than 2,000t 
from 472ha. Of this 70% is exported.

The main variety is Van der Merwe and 
most orchards are older (16-25 years).

The challenges for South Africa 
include: lower production costs, 
increased production, improving the 
supply chain, increasing efficiency 
and diversifying regions.

United States
In California there are 900 growers and 
22 processors. The production area is 
estimated at 26,260ha, and a program 
to replace 200,000 trees annually, 
the non-bearing acreage is expected 
to increase to 8000ha in 2007. 

Warm weather during blossom in 2007 
has meant that production is expected 
to be lower than average, at 68,000t.

The future direction is to stabilise 
production, consistent export promotion 
and change product image.

IPA activity
The IPA provides a permanent link 
between world prune producers 
and co-ordinates actions aimed at 

Half of the crop is sun-dried and the 
remainder passed through dehydrators.  

Workers are paid $2.50 an hour.

Sofruco is a mixed orchard 
with 1,000ha of prunes and 
1,200ha of citrus, grapes, pears, 
kiwi fruit and avocados.

The prunes were planted on 5x3 metre 
or 6x6m spacings with double trickle 
irrigation. Bees are not used as they try 
to keep the crop small in number but 
large in size. Trees were well pruned 
and fruit mechanically harvested.

All fruit is placed in wooden drying 
trays and tunnel dried. It is then 
passed through a 16 bin sizing 
unit before packing. The company 
is currently processing 2,500t 
and working up to 4,000t.

Across the Andes to Argentina
The Australian and French contingents 
embarked on a post-conference 
tour of Argentinean production areas 
in San Rafael, General Alvear and 
Mendoza and a tour of the Nevada 
Packing, processing plant.

Mendoza state is the main production 
area of Argentina. Production is centred 
around Mendoza City and the San 
Rafael and General Alvear regions 
about 300km to the South East.

One of the highlights of the 
post-conference tour was the 
Nevada processing plant. 

Fruit is sourced from 40 growers, 
tunnel dried and hand pitted. The 
company claim that their production 
methods guarantee traceability, 
residue testing, preservative free and 
product free of foreign material.

The processing plant currently handles 
3000t annually, with processed 
product sent to Europe, the US, 
Brazil and Japan for use in baby 
food, yoghurt and other products.
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Prunesco is one of the larger processing 
facilities in Chile, handling fruit from 
100 grower co-operators.

Sun drying racks in prune orchards near 
Mendoza, Argentina.
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Australia’s prune industry came 
together in late October for their 
annual conference and annual general 
meeting to consider a number of 
matters of importance to the industry’s 
future, including the global market 
situation and Australian Prune Industry 
Association’s (APIA) new administration 
arrangements.

The two day event at Griffith, New 
South Wales attracted a good mix of 
both established and new growers; 
researchers; packers; and other 
industry representatives. 

It was a good opportunity for growers 
to catch up with old friends and discuss 
what has been happening in their 
enterprises during the year.

Research update
Researchers working on levy-funded 
projects outlined key developments in 
the projects and work to be undertaken 
in the next 12 months.

Industry Development Manager Jeff 
Granger reported on the last year of 
his project (DP06001) and welcomed 
Anne Mooney as the new IDM. Mrs 
Mooney is set to commence in January 
2008 in a project designed to guide the 
development of the Australian prune 
industry through technology transfer 
and innovation’ (DP07001). 

As representative to the International 
Prune Association (IPA), Mr Granger 
told the conference that the Australian 
industry was fortunate to be able to 
send nine delegates to the IPA World 
Congress in Chile and that they (and 
in turn the Australian industry) would 
learn a great deal from the experience. 
Information on the world congress can 
be found on page 8.

Sue Marte, NSW Department of Primary 
Industry (DPI) District Horticulturist 
reported on her two projects which 
concluded in 2007. 

Ms Marte’s work investigating biological 
control options for the native fruit-
tree borer (Maroga melanostigma) 
(DP03001) was completed as a thesis 
topic for a Master of Science Degree. 
The project was not entirely successful; 
however much very useful information 
has been learned and a New Zealand 
researcher is currently linking in to 
the project to attempt to develop a 
pheromone trap that can be used to 
control the fruit tree borer. Before this 

can be achieved it is necessary to catch 
large numbers of the borers to be used 
in extracting the natural pheromone. 

Ms Marte’s said good data and 
information had been gathered during 
the on-going prune variety trial 
(DP06003). The aim of the project was 
to compare and evaluate the Australian 
prune industry standard, d’Agen, 
against the Californian standard, 
California French Improved; and the 
South African standard, van der Merwe. 

Trends to date suggest that van der 
Merwe flowers up to two weeks earlier 
than d’Argen, but harvest maturity 
has only been a couple of days earlier. 
Early results show that flowering of 
California French Improved is consistent 
with d’Argen, but fruit maturity was 
advanced by 10 days. However, 
further assessment is required before 
recommendations can be made to the 
industry.

Based on these preliminary results 
several growers have chosen various 
clones for reasons that suit their 
individual needs for early maturity large 
fruit size, lighter cropping, less vigorous 
trees or more vigorous trees.

Final reports on both projects are 
available from Horticulture Australia 
(HAL).

In light of the current drought and 
water situation, growers were keen 
to hear from NSW DPI researcher Roy 
Menzies. Mr Menzies’ project Improving 
prune irrigation efficiency (DP04002) 
was initiated to compare growers’ use 
of irrigation water, and to compare 
targeted irrigation strategies such as 
regulated deficit irrigation (RDI) and 
partial rootzone drying (PRD). The 
project is in its final season; however 
progress has been hampered by the 
drought and low water allocations 
and it is likely that the project may be 
extended for another year provided 
there are reasonable signs of a ‘normal’ 
season next year.

And with dollars tight on most farms 
this year, there was interest in 
CSIRO researcher Henry Sabarez’s 
presentation about his findings in 
the Prune dehydration cost efficiency 
(DP06002) project. 

This is the first year of this project, 
and Dr Sabarez reported that he had 
monitored all of the participating 
growers’ dehydrators in 2007 in an 

attempt to establish their efficiency 
and how they might be improved. 
Results were quite surprising in that 
some tunnels were very efficient and 
dried fruit at a modest level of energy 
usage while others were far less 
efficient. Some recommended changes 
have been made and tunnels will be 
monitored again in 2008 to see if the 
changes make significant differences in 
efficiency. It is still very early days with 
this project.

The year ahead
Packers also contributed to the 
conference program, reporting on their 
activities during the past year and the 
plans for the season ahead. 

Chris Ellis from Sunbeam Foods spoke 
on behalf of Angas Park and reported 
that prune sales were growing at 11.6% 
per annum, with sales of pitted prunes 
rising significantly, although sales of 
non-pitted prunes had dropped. 

John Dwyer from Jomac Sales and 
Marketing reported on sales of Verity 
Fruits Pty Ltd, Prune Products Pty Ltd 
and J C Granger and Sons.

The marketers were very confident 
about the future of the Australian prune 
industry and both reported increases in 
demand for prunes by the retail and the 
food service areas. 

Prunes imported by some brokers 
remains an issue of some concern as 
this type of importing can destabilise 

APIA Conference – future 
structure and market outlook

Chair: Cheryl Heley (Young)

Vice Chair: Peter Dickie (Griffith)

Treasurer: Phil Chidgzey, Australian 
Dried Fruits Association

Minute Secretary: Colin Farey

Grower representatives: 

    Griffith: Harley Delves, Michael   
    Zalunardo

    Young: Jim Granger, Greg Brooke- 
    Kelly

Packer representative: Chris Brooke-
Kelly, Verity

Packer/marketer representative: 
Chris Ellis, Angas Park

Marketer representative: John Dwyer, 
Jomac Sales

Non-executive members: Anne 
Mooney, Prune IDM, Jeff Granger, IPA 
delegate

APIA National Executive
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Autumn Royal on Freedom

Crimson on Paulsen

Crimson on Richter 99

Crimson on Kober 5BB

Crimson on Ruggeri

Crimson on Schwarzmann

Menindee on Freedom 

Menindee on H5 Sultana

Menindee on Paulsen

Menindee on Kober 5BB

Menindee on Schwarzmann

Red Globe on Dog Ridge

Sultana on Ramsey

Sun Muscat on Paulsen

Black American on Kober 5BB

Maroo Seedless on Paulsen

As part of a rationalisation of its 
operations, the Australian prune 
industry has appointed a new Industry 
Development Manager (IDM).

The New South Wales Department 
of Primary Industries (NSW DPI) has 
successfully applied to provide the 
service and Anne Mooney, a Technical 
Officer with the department, has been 
appointed to the position for an initial 
period of three years. 

Retiring IDM Jeff Granger said Mrs 
Mooney was a good choice. 

“Anne has an entomology background 
and worked with the prune industry 
as part of the team who conducted 
an Integrated Pest and Disease 
Management project,” he said. 

“During that time it was quite obvious 
that Anne is a ‘people person’ and we 
think she will interact well with growers 
and packers alike.”

Mrs Mooney said she was looking 
forward to her new role with the 
industry.

“I see my major role as a disseminator 
of information, making sure that all 
growers are kept up-to-date about 
everything happening in the industry,” 
Mrs Mooney said.

“I am excited by the challenge of my 

new role. My past dealings with the 
prune industry have shown me what a 
motivated and dynamic group they are. 

Mrs Mooney is based at the Orange 
Agricultural Institute in NSW, but will 
travel to all prune-producing areas on 
an ‘as needs’ basis. On average she will 
spend two days per week working on 
projects for the prune industry.

One of the first tasks for the new IDM 
will be to conduct a survey of the area 
planted to prunes in Australia. This will 
include GPS mapping of production 
areas as well as establishing the age, 
trees per hectare and varieties of prune 
trees planted. 

Mr Granger said this information is very 
important to the industry. 

“We need to be able to predict with 
some accuracy the future production 
trends for our industry so that long 
term strategies can be developed and 
new markets found if we are to avoid 
the perils of poor prices caused by 
overproduction of prunes in Australia.” 

This project will link with other projects 
currently being carried out by NSW DPI 
for the prune industry.

Contact: Anne Mooney   
Tel: (02) 63913873 or 0423 389 685 
Email: anne.mooney@dpi.nsw.gov.au

New IDM for prunes

the efforts of marketers to promote and 
sell Australian prunes.

ADFA to provide 
administration services
Mr Granger addressed conference 
delegates and outlined changes being 
proposed to APIA administration 
arrangements. This included 
separating the roles of IDM and other 
administration functions including 
finance, database, communications 
and National Executive secretariat. It 
was also proposed that APIA would 
participate at the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) Federal Council 
meeting each year.

At the AGM held immediately after the 
conference, it was resolved that APIA 
would accept the agreement that had 

been negotiated with ADFA to provide a 
range of services, as detailed above.

Field trip
The conference program included a 
field visit to view both the irrigation and 
dehydrator work at one of the trial sites. 
Despite a lengthy dry spell, as soon as 
delegates arrived at the irrigation site a 
heavy downpour of rain occurred which 
shortened the tour to a brief explanation 
of methods being evaluated. No results 
or recommendations were available at 
the time. 

Delegates returned to the dehydration 
site on the same property where the 
downpour continued. They were told 
that this operator was one of the most 
efficient prune dehydrators in the trial 
and those in attendance were very 
eager to examine the design features of 
the tunnels. 



Joe Cordoma of Cordoma Farms shows Barbara Northwood from New Idea his crop at the media event in Emerald.
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Domestic marketing campaign 
off to a great start

By Michelle Toft

guaranteed for a further two weeks, 
ensuring that Australian table grapes will 
seen by consumers as they walk into 
shopping centres to do their shopping till 
the middle of December. 

The second burst of advertising will 
coincide with the peak of the grape 
season in February and March.

Supporting independent 
greengrocers
Two different posters, grape bags and 
trade presenters have been sent to the 
central markets in Sydney, Melbourne, 
Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth and Newcastle 
and were given out to retailers during 

We are still at the start of the Australian 
table grape season and already so much 
has happened. 

Keeping everyone informed
At the beginning of November a bright 
and informative e-newsletter was sent 
to growers, processors, marketers and 
lovers of table grapes. 

The newsletter gave many their first 
glimpse of the new campaign and the 
feedback has been overwhelming. 
Since then, many have subscribed so 
that they don’t miss out on the second 
e-newsletter at the end of the campaign. 
Please contact Michelle on michelle.
toft@horticulture.com.au if you would 
like to receive a copy.

‘Little rays of sunshine’ out 
now
The first burst of outdoor advertising 
began at the end of November and 
continued for two weeks. Whilst outdoor 
panels are highly sought after in the 
period leading up to Christmas, a good 
number of free bonus panels have been 

November and December. Aimed 
at helping retailers create fantastic 
displays, the colourful point-of-sale 
material has been a great success this 
year and some central markets ran out 
of their early allocation.

To launch the table grape season in the 
central markets, two events were held 
for wholesalers and retailers. 

“the colourful point-of-
sale material has been 

a great success this 
year… some central 
markets ran out of 

their early allocation” Retailers and promotion staff at the 
launch of the table grape season at 
Melbourne Markets.



Brisbane retailers participated in a 
season launch on 13 November at the 
Brisbane Markets. Australian Table 
Grape Association (ATGA) Chairman Nick 
Muraca outlined the season’s campaign 
and stressed the importance of in-store 
activity. He told retailers that they could 
play a major role in driving table grape 
sales by taking a few minutes to put 
up some posters and read the trade 
presenters. 

GrapeConnect Wholesale Partner Noel 
Greenhalgh gave an update on the 
Queensland harvest and the point-of-
sale material was given out. Growcom 
Industry Development Officer,  Anne 
Larard and GrapeConnect supported the 
event by providing a range of yummy 
grape recipe samplers giving all that 
attended a lot of food for thought!

Melbourne Markets held their own table 
grape launch on the market floor on 22 
November. Offering grand prix tickets as 
an added incentive, many retailers came 
to check out the launch of Australian 
table grapes and pick up their point-of-
sale.

Sampling begins
A sampling and merchandising program 
involving over 100 independent stores in 
Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane began 
in November with Brisbane consumers 
the first to be offered a free Australian 
Grapes snack pack if they purchased one 
kilogram of Australian grapes during the 
two hour sampling sessions.

Whilst the results of the first week have 
not been finalised, feedback has been 
extremely encouraging.

The sampling sessions in Melbourne and 
Sydney will begin in February.

Stores participating in the sampling 
program have been chosen through 
collaboration between Horticulture 
Australia (HAL); the sampling 
company Let’s Launch; grape industry 
representatives; and the central markets. 
The list includes a mix of stores near to 
the outdoor advertising and stores that 
are not. 

Results from these sessions will allow 
us to analyse the impact of the outdoor 
advertising, and the sampling team will 
be asking consumers certain questions 
about the outdoor advertising so we can 
begin to get a real picture of its effect.

The media goes to Emerald
As part of this year’s public relations 
campaign to connect Australians to 
grape growers and the various grape 
growing regions, five Food/Feature 
Editors from key magazines took a flight 
to Emerald in mid-November and toured 
the Cordoma Farm there. 

Editors from Woman’s Day, New Idea, 
Australian Good Taste, Super Food Ideas 
and Australian Woman’s Weekly were 
shown how grapes are grown, harvested 
and packed, and were given the chance 
to check out most of the main varieties 
sold on the domestic market. 

Many local growers helped out during 
the day, and Joe and Ross Cordoma did 
a terrific job of making grape growing 
come to life for the editors.

All editors were very really impressed 
with their visit, and are all planning 
grape articles for future issues.

A big thank you goes to Deanna Brown 
from Mango Communications, the PR 

agency who organised the tour, and Mrs 
Larard from Growcom for putting a huge 
amount of effort into making sure the 
day was a success.

The Today show in Mildura
Steve Jacobs, from channel Nine’s Today 
show will more than likely present his 
weather segments on 12 February, 2008 
from Mildura. 

As mentioned in the last issue of The 
Vine, this is a joint collaboration between 
the ATGA, the Australian Dried Fruit 
Association (ADFA) and Mildura Tourism. 
More details on this in the next issue of 
The Vine.

The Table Grape Marketing Program is 
developed and managed by HAL. 

Contact: Michelle Toft

Marketing Manager 

Tel: (02) 8295 2300

Email: michelle.toft@horticulture.com.au
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“Joe and Ross 
Cordoma did a terrific 
job of making grape 
growing come to life 

for the editors.”

A wonderful selection of grape samples were on offer for retailers at the launch of 
the table grape season at Brisbane markets.

Magazine Editors lunched with local grape growers before touring Cordoma Farms 
in Emerald to learn more about grape production.
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suitable for drying at the Angas Park 
Loxton dry yard. 

The prices reflect movement in 
international markets which have 
shown some firming, but not to the 
same extent as dried vine fruit. The 
highest price increases were placed 
on the grades growers had flagged 
as making the most difference to 
increasing their overall average price. 

While it is expected that the drought 
will have a major impact on deliveries, 
not only this year but into the future, 
it is hoped that the South Australian 
Government’s decision to lift the 
irrigation allocation from 16% to 32% 
and the recent sharp decline in the 
price of temporary trade water will at 
least give some assistance to those 
growers who have persevered through 
a very difficult growing season. 

The harvest has just commenced with 
the early varieties showing a good crop. 
Unfortunately the later varieties do not 
show the same yield potential.

Prunes
The situation with the prune crop 
certainly looks a good deal brighter for 
the February 2008 harvest. 

The Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area (MIA) 
irrigation allocation is up to 90% and 
a good crop is on the trees. Even the 
Young area has had some recent rain 
and the outlook there is somewhat 
better than in the recent past.

Angas Park, with assistance from Yenda 
Producers, will again host a grower 
meeting on 31 January in Griffith. 
Growers will have the opportunity to 
hear a review of the 2007 crop and the 
2008 pricing and markets.

Dried vine fruit
Growers will have received advice 
of Sunbeam’s revised 2008 early 
pricing. The changes are mainly due to 

Strengthening global markets for 
dried tree and vine fruits has enabled 
Sunbeam Foods to increase prices for 
Australian growers. This is good news 
for many growers who are struggling 
with drought conditions and low water 
allocations.

Another change with benefits which 
may not be so obvious to growers is 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) new administrative roles for 
the South Australian Dried Tree Fruits 
Association (SADTFA) and the Australian 
Prune Industry Association (APIA).

SADTFA growers have supplied dried 
apricots, peaches, pears and nectarines 
to Angas Park and APIA growers have 
supplied Angas Park with prunes.

Sunbeam Foods is sure the new 
relationship will bring many benefits to 
dried fruit growers, especially the ability 
to access ADFA’s extensive resources 
across broad horticultural issues. 
Readers will have the details of these 
new arrangements listed elsewhere in 
this issue, but some notes on markets 
for dried tree fruits and prunes, along 
with dried vine fruits, will become part 
of Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park regular 
column in The Vine.

Dried tree fruits
Angas Park has announced price 
increases of up to 15% for both dried 
tree fruits and for fresh varieties 

substantial increases in global prices 
and include price increases of up to 
$470 tonne for Australian fruit. 

While we acknowledge that the 2008 
vine fruit crop will be significantly lower, 
we need to quantify each grower’s 
yield outlook. Sunbeam’s field officers 
are currently undertaking a survey 
to achieve this and we ask for each 
grower’s assistance.

The recent small increments in 
irrigation allocation, the fall in water 
prices and a good crop showing in most 
varieties are positive news in what is a 
very challenging time for everyone.

Retail challenges
While the international markets have 
been very firm, the local dried fruit retail 
category has seen little growth in the 
past year. 

The house brand section has had a 
tough year and some fruits such as 
dried cranberries and the fruit and nut 
mixes have shown growth, but only 
enough to see a stable market. 

At Sunbeam we hope a strong period 
of promotion over Christmas will help 
consumers focus on the both the 
celebratory and healthy benefits of 
dried fruit.

Finally Sunbeam Foods hope that you 
all enjoyed a Happy Christmas and wish 
you all the best for a successful harvest.

Drought continues, but good news for 
growers who persevere with crops

 Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

“Angas Park has 
announced price 
increases of up to 
15% for both dried 
tree fruits and for 

fresh varieties 
suitable for drying”

“The situation with 
the prune crop 

certainly looks a 
good deal brighter 
for the February 
2008 harvest.” 



New importation requirements for 
table grapes entering Victoria 

to mitigate against QFF
with the signs of fruit fly damage that 
can occur in the field or packing shed 
or packed cartons prior to despatch.

If suspect QFF larvae or eggs are 
detected, the total day’s pack 
cannot be sent to Victoria until 
an approved entomologist of the 
relevant state or territory Department 
of Agriculture/Primary Industries 
confirms that it is not QFF. 

A consignment containing any 
fruit from a day’s pack with a 
confirmed QFF infestation must 
not be certified for Victoria.

All consignments of table grapes 
entering Victoria must be accompanied 
by a Plant Health Declaration (PHD). 
The PHD must be signed by the 
grower / packer and must include 
consignment details and a declaration 
that the consignment was inspected 
and no QFF were detected. 

Victoria has declared the Greater 
Sunraysia as a pest-free area 
for Queensland fruit fly (QFF), 
with the intention to improve 
the region’s chances of gaining 
market access for table grapes into 
lucrative east Asian markets. 

These countries regard table grapes 
as a host of QFF and, under World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) guidelines 
of equivalence; they expect table 
grapes entering a proclaimed 
pest-free area to be treated. 

From 15 October 2007, all consignments 
of table grapes entering Victoria 
from all areas outside of the Fruit Fly 
Exclusion Zone (FFEZ) will require:

■ Inspection by the grower/packer for 
the absence of QFF infestation and 

■ Certification to verify inspection. 

Inspection must be carried out by a 
business representative, who is familiar 

This arrangement will remain in place 
on a trial basis, up until 1 March, 
2008, pending the development 
of a nationally accepted Interstate 
Certification Assurance (ICA) 
protocol for the 2008/09 season. 

Enquires
Growers intending to consign table 
grapes into Victoria should be directed 
to the Plant Standards Centre, 
Melbourne Markets (03) 8371 3500.
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The Victorian component of the 
Greater Sunraysia pest-free area 
(PFA) is declared and fully functional. 
Proclamation of the New South 
Wales component is well underway 
and finalisation is expected early in 
the New Year.

As was identified in the development 
of the project, community 
awareness of the fruit fly issue 
is paramount to its success. 
Advertising through radio, television, 
the web and printed material began 
in December. A mobile roadblock 
schedule is now operational with 
roadblocks already being held at 
Kerang and the Mallee Fowls site 
between Euston and Gol Gol. 

Trade delegations from Japan and 
China have been invited to visit in 
2008.

The Greater Sunraysia pest-free area project

Fruit fly stings on table grapes and 
the resulting collapse of the bunch.

Community awareness of the fruit fly issue is paramount.
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Industry stalwart moves on

Grower profile

Red Globe Club and trialed different 
rootstocks, pruning techniques and 
fertiliser regimes in an effort to increase 
berry size and yield, sharing his results 
with other club members.

Lynnfield soon proved to be too small 
and the Ramponis bought a property 
closer to Donnybrook and called it 
Nevawood.

An 8ha vineyard under net was 
constructed, planted with table grapes 
and plums and irrigated from a large 
dam on the property.

“We originally planted 1ha of plums in 

One of West Australia’s leading table 
grape growers is retiring, but his tireless 
work in uniting the WA industry will be a 
lasting legacy.

In 1973 Darrell Ramponi and wife Lynn 
came to WA for six months work in the 
building trade. Like so many, they never 
left and WA has become their home for 
the past 34 years.

Originally from a mixed fruit farm in 
New South Wales Mr Ramponi was keen 
to ‘do something’ on the land and in 
1984 they moved to Donnybrook, 200 
kilometres south of Perth.

“We chose table grapes – luckily,” he 
said.

“At the time Red Globe was making 
an impression across Australia so we 
decided to plant 3 acres (1.2 hectares) at 
Lynnfield, our property at Lowden.”

Mr Ramponi was one of the first 
commercial growers in the South West 
and was eager to learn. He joined the 

the hope of cashing in on the export 
market and improving cash flow in the 
early years. But they didn’t perform as 
well as expected under the net and after 
five years or so we pulled them out and 
replaced them with table grapes,” he 
said.

Growing in the South West of 
WA
Twenty-five years ago the only place in 
WA where table grapes were grown was 
the Swan Valley, 25 minutes drive north 
of Perth.

Today table grapes are grown in three 
main areas in WA, Carnarvon in the north 
of the state, Swan Valley and the South 
West.

The South West offers a cooler, 
wetter climate than most table grape 
producing areas, resulting in late 
season harvesting. However, with 
the sparseness of vineyards, and the 
proximity to bushland, birds are a huge 
problem, particularly silver or green eyes 
and the occasional parrot, crow and 
wattle bird, and so all table grapes are 
permanently netted.

Mr Ramponi said the nets were an 
additional cost, but production was just 
not viable without them.

“Our nets offer 12% shade so fruit does 
not suffer sunburn like it can in the 

Swan Valley,” he said. 

“We suffer from occasional frosts 
here, but the temperature under 
the net is 2-3°C warmer than 
air temperature, further 
reducing the likelihood of frost 
damage.”

At Donnybrook picking of 
Dawn Seedless usually 
commences in mid-
February and is followed 
by Red Globe and Crimson 
Seedless. Harvest is usually 
complete by mid-April.

“Last year was exceptionally 
good climate wise, but the 
crop was down 30-40% right 
across the state, although 
good prices compensated 
somewhat for the drop in 

quantity, and we had finished by 
28 March. The year before was 

the exact opposite with very low 
temperatures and late maturing, 

but thankfully the rain held off and 
most of the crop was secured and we 

finished picking in late May.

“He joined the Red 
Globe Club and trialed 
different rootstocks, 
pruning techniques 

and fertiliser regimes.” 

‘Retired’ from the industry, Darrell Ramponi returns to his old farm to help the new 
owners learn the ropes.



“This year is shaping up as normal 
though.”

He said it was also important to make 
sure that the varieties planted were not 
susceptible to rain damage as the annual 
rainfall in Donnybrook is usually about 
1,000 millimetres.

“Unlike most of the country, lack of rain 
is not usually a problem,” he said. 

“In fact we have only had one year when 
water was an issue. And even though 
it has been slightly drier this year we 
had recorded 880mm up until mid-
December.”

The season in the South West is two 
to three weeks later than Swan Valley. 
Harvest of Dawn Seedless begins at 
the start of February in the Harvey area, 
while further south at Margaret River 
harvest may not begin until mid-March.

Open to new ideas
The Ramponi family were open to testing 
new varieties as Mr Ramponi always 
knew it was dangerous to rely on Red 
Globe alone. Some varieties were quickly 
discarded and his planting settled to be 
mainly Dawn Seedless, Red Globe and 
Crimson Seedless with a smattering of 
others. 

Nevawood became a major testing site 
for the WA Agriculture Department when 
Crimson Seedless was released, and 
subsequently developed a name for 
large, dark coloured fruit. 

Allan Price, a technical officer with 
the department at the time, and now 
a private consultant, said that “as a 
grower Darrell would willingly provide his 
property for field days and would discuss 
grape growing with anyone seeking his 
opinion”.

“He and Lynn set out to produce high 
quality grapes and this lead to their 
early adoption of the SQF 2000 Quality 
Management System,” Mr Price said. 

“The system was developed in WA with 
table grapes the ‘guinea pig’ commodity. 
Darrell embraced this and become one 
of the first accredited.”

The Western Australian Quality Assured 
Table Grape Association was formed and 
Mr Ramponi began his leadership role 
agreeing to be the inaugural President.

Uniting the industry
Mr Ramponi’s major achievements were 
his involvement in industry matters.

Together with Mr Price and Phil Moyle 
he began the South West Table Grape 
Growers Association Inc (SWTGGA).

“We began with about half a dozen 
members, but soon grew to over 70 
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growers with the increasing popularity of 
Red Globe,” Mr Ramponi said.

Mr Ramponi was the inaugural President 
of the SWTGGA and held that position 
for three years, before the constitution 
required he step down, so he took on 
Vice-President and committee member 
until this last year.

During this time he also served on 
several committees including the 
Horticultural Produce Commission Table 
Grape Producers Committee, Board 
member of The Agricultural Protection 
Board, the Starling working group and 
WA Agriculture Department Table Grape 
Advisory Committee.

However, Mr Ramponi dreamed of 
uniting the WA industry and this became 
his next goal.

“We have three areas of table grape 
production in WA and if we wanted to do 
anything as a state we had to approach 
three different regional bodies and hope 
that they agreed,” Mr Ramponi said.

“From the mid 1990s I set about trying 
to unify the three regional bodies.

“The benefits were obvious, a 
united front where all regions were 
represented equally on the Board and a 
central membership list and improved 
communication from the Australian Table 
Grape Association (ATGA) direct to the 
grower.

“It was also the chance to unite the 
real thinkers and achievers from all 
regions to enhance the industry in WA, 
and address the problems of all regions 
together rather than in isolation,” he 
said.

After 10 years of trying, and with the 
help of many people in each of the 
regions, Table Grapes WA was formed as 
a peak state body. 

Mr Ramponi willingly took on the position 
of Chairman to steer it through its 
infancy and this will most likely be his 
legacy to the WA industry. 

Nationally Mr Ramponi will be known 
for his attendance at the ATGA Strategic 
Planning Workshops and attendance 
at annual general meetings, providing 
forthright opinions on the merits of WA 
and our industry.

Moving on
The Ramponis sold their farm last August 
and retired to Donnybrook but continue 
to work with the new owners and their 
son.

“I wouldn’t feel right just leaving them,” 
Mr Ramponi said. 

“They have no experience with table 
grapes and Lynn and I want to ensure 
the quality of fruit that comes off the 
property is maintained.

“So with each new process that occurs 
on the farm I go out and show the 
owner’s son what to do then leave him to 
it. I’m there if he needs me, but he has to 
learn for himself.

“Besides, a trip out to the farm every few 
days is a good way of gently weaning me 
away from table grapes,” he laughed.

“Mr Ramponi dreamed 
of uniting the WA 
industry and this 

became his next goal.”

Good friends and colleagues, Allan Price and Darrell Ramponi share a passion for 
uniting the WA industry.
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Sales of dried tree fruit have risen 
in the past 12 months despite a 
decline in the dried fruit category. 

This was the good news for South 
Australian Dried Tree Fruit Association 
(SADTFA) members as they listened 
to a range of presentations by 
processors and researchers at the 
annual general meeting (AGM) and levy 
payers meeting in early December.

Angas Park / Sunbeam Foods General 
Manager, Domestic Supply, Chris Ellis 
told members that total dried fruit retail 
sales has dropped by 0.4% in the past 
12 months, but this was mainly due 
to a drop in dried vine fruit sales of 
3.6%. He said during that time dried 
tree fruit sales had risen by 1.7% 
and most of this related to higher 
prune sales. There had also been a 
significant growth in sub-segments 
such as cranberries (up 55%), figs 
(up 31.5%) and prunes (up 23.5%).

He provided information on Angas Park/
Sunbeam Foods’ retail market share 
and sales trends for apricots, peaches, 
pears, fruit salad and fruit medley over 
the past decade. Total dried tree fruits 
consumption in Australia had dropped 
marginally to about 5,939 tonnes. 
Dried apricot consumption had been 
stable at about 2,234t, although it had 
dropped to 1,944t in the 12 months to 
October 2007. Imported apricots from 
Turkey made up just over 1,000t. 

Mr Ellis said 2007 deliveries 
totalled 813t, comprising 570t of 
apricots, 123t of peaches, 117t 
of pears and 3t of nectarines.

He said the ongoing limited supply of 
dried tree fruit (exacerbated by the 
drought and reduced water allocations) 
was a major challenge for the industry. 
The industry’s ability to grow and 
prosper was further compounded by 
cheap imports, brand rationalisation 
by retailers and limited shelf space. 

Global supplies of dried tree fruit have 
declined slightly and as a result markets 
have firmed. This has meant that Angas 
Park is able to offer price increases of 
up to 15% for both dried tree fruits and 
for fresh varieties suitable for drying at 
the Angas Park Loxton dry yard in 2008.

Mr Ellis said the company had tried to 
structure the price increments to best 
suit dried tree fruit growers, so the 
highest price increases were placed 
on the grades growers had flagged 
as making the most difference to 
increasing their overall average price. 

Angas Park Tree Fruit Supply 
Coordinator Colin Farey added that 
Angas Park was looking at opening four 
delivery depots in 2008, although this 
would be dependent on final tonnages 
expected. He said grading standards 
would be unchanged and spray diaries 
would need to be submitted before 
door payments would be made.

Planning for the future
Horticulture Australia (HAL) Industry 
Services Manager Ross Skinner said 
HAL could help the industry plan for 
the future by facilitating matched 
Commonwealth Government funds for 
research and development projects.

He said HAL worked with 36 
horticultural industries, 25 of which 
had statutory levies. He said HAL had 
a vital role to play in overseeing the 
use of research and development 
and marketing levy funds for the 
benefit of all those in the industry.

The role of the Dried Tree Fruit Industry 
R&D Committee (currently filled by 
the Management Committee) is to 
prepare a 5 year Strategic Plan and an 
annual operating plan, he said. This 
information is then used to prioritise 
potential research projects based 
on the industry’s needs and allocate 
limited levy funds accordingly.

Mr Skinner said the research levy 

Market and research update

Bob and Greg Traeger with their prize winning apricot sample and award.

As outlined in the Australian Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) Chairman’s report 
in this edition, South Australian Dried Tree Fruit Association (SADTFA) and ADFA 
have recently negotiated an agreement that will result in ADFA providing various 
administration and finance services in return for an annual fee. 

In addition, SADTFA will participate on the ADFA Federal Council which meets 
annually and consists of branch representatives, Board of Management members 
and processor and marketer members. The association will have branch status 
and be entitled to two positions on Federal Council.

The administration services to be provided will include database management, 
industry statistics and various finance services. ADFA will also provide, or arrange 
for, secretariat services for SADTFA Management Committee and annual general 
meetings. 

Communication with dried tree fruit growers will also be a major focus – with 
ADFA providing a contact point for the dried tree fruit industry. SADTFA will also 
contribute two pages in each edition of The Vine – a bimonthly journal prepared 
jointly by the ADFA and the Australian Table Grape Association (ATGA).

New administration arrangements 



Mr Farey collects these samples 
at the end of the season and takes 
them to Angaston for judging in 
late August or early September. 

The winning fruit samples are then 
displayed at the Riverland field days 
at Barmera in mid-September and 
award winners presented with a 
certificate at the SADTFA AGM.

This year’s winners of the 2007 Dried 
Tree Fruit Quality Awards are:

Apricot –  1st prize: RB & GR Traeger 
from Mypolonga

 2nd prize: D & J Frahn 
from Paringa

 3rd prize: GD Wynne 
from Mypolonga

Peach –  1st prize: KP & RD 
Myers from Cadell

 2nd prize: JM & NL 
Harris from Renmark

 3rd prize: RT & JE 
Hodgson from Renmark

Pear –  1st prize: PA Glatz 
from Renmark

 2nd prize: JM & MC 
Ellis from Angaston

 3rd prize: JF & MJ & DJ 
Craker from Renmark

AGM outcomes
SADTFA Chairman Robert Blenkiron 
opened the AGM and provided an 
outline of activities over the past 
year adding that it had been a 
difficult period for the association.

He explained that under the agreement 
recently negotiated with ADFA, a 
range of services would be provided. 
Amongst these services, would be 
enhanced communication with dried 
tree fruit growers through dedicated 
pages within the bimonthly journal 
produced by Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) and the Australian 
Table Grape Association (ATGA) 
and circulated to all levy payers.

ADFA Chairman Peter Jones; General 
Manager Phil Chidgzey; and Industry 
Development Officer John Hawtin 
had travelled from Mildura to 
participate in the AGM. At this stage, 
Mr Chidgzey is fulfilling the role of 
Secretary/Treasurer of the SADTFA.

Mr Blenkiron also expressed his 
appreciation for the work done by Darryl 
Brewster as SADTFA General Manager 
until his resignation last year and 
noted that Kris Werner had represented 
the association on water matters.

Management Committee Elections: 
Jim Ellis from Angaston was elected to 
the Management Committee for a one 

had been set at $31/t for the past 
eight years and total levy income was 
expected to fall again in the coming 
year with drought-affected yields 
declining. Furthermore, the current 
reserves in the levy account are below 
the minimum level required by HAL 
policy to meet cash flow commitments.

He said that after a total investment 
of $91,037 in 2006/07, the closing 
balance in the account at 30 
June, 2007 was only $6,474. The 
reduction in levy income due to 
lower production levels would impact 
severely on the industry’s ability to 
fund ongoing research projects.

New breeding lines
Darren Graetz and Michael Rettke 
from the South Australia Research and 
Development Institute (SARDI) said 
there had been some good results 
from the apricot breeding program.

The breeding program aims to 
breed new and improved apricot 
varieties and to develop integrated 
mechanised production systems to 
improve the industry’s cost structure 
and increase grower returns.

The researchers told growers at the 
AGM that there had been a number 
of good developments in relation to 
provision of a mechanised framework 
and high density plantings as well as 
fruit firmness for better handling.

A number of fruit samples were 
circulated amongst AGM participants.

Promising lines continue to be 
discovered – with significant plantings 
of the 2005 new apricot release 
varieties Riverbrite and River Ruby. 

Riverbrite is seen as the direct 
replacement for the early Story variety, 
having improved fruit size, drying 
ratio and quality. River Ruby ripens 
just prior to the industry mainstay, 
Moorpark. It is aimed at delivering 
mechanised handling advantages, as 
it has firm fruit that appears to ripen 
evenly throughout the tree canopy.

Quality award winners
Designed to give recognition for 
high quality fruit and to show 
other growers that production of 
good quality is still achievable, the 
Angas Park quality awards are 
highly sought after by growers.

From each bin of cut fruit delivered 
to Angas Park depots a two kilogram 
fruit sample is taken and graded to 
determine the price for that bin. The 
grading staff set aside any sample 
considered to be good enough for 
the fruit quality competition.

year term, while Stephen White from 
Waikerie, and Paul Wittwer from Murray 
Bridge were elected for a two year term. 
A full list of committee members can be 
found in a separate box on this page.

Finance: The AGM resolved to 
accept the audited SADTFA financial 
statements for 2006/07.

The meeting also resolved the budget 
for 2007/08 as recommended by the 
SADTFA Management Committee.

Rob Ashby of Nelson Wheeler 
Lexia was reappointed as the 
SADTFA auditor for 2007/08.

Review of SADTFA Constitution: The 
AGM resolved that the Management 
Committee and Secretariat should 
review the SADTFA Constitution 
including provisions relating to 
Management Committee structure 
and operation and the role of 
an Independent Chairman.
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Mr Phil Glatz with his sample of 
winning pears and his award.

Independent Chairman: Rob Blenkiron

Secretary/Treasurer: Phil Chidgzey, 
Australian Dried Fruits Association

Grower representatives:

Kris Werner, Waikerie

Jim Ellis, Angaston

Stephen White, Waikerie

Paul Wittwer, Murray Bridge

Processor/marketer:

Chris Ellis, Angas Park

Colin Farey, Angas Park

Peter Manning, Angas Park

SADTFA Management 
Committee 
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Horticulture does have a future 
in Mildura’s older irrigation areas 
(MOIA) but it needs scale, skills, 
viable production units and an 
efficient, modern irrigation system.

This is the preliminary finding from 
stage 1 of a Mildura Rural City Council 
(MRCC) review of all land zoned 
‘farming’ in the older irrigated areas 
of Mildura, Merbein and Red Cliffs.

Stage 1 of the review focused on 
documenting the current rural land use 
circumstances across the MOIA and 
assessing the future circumstances 
if there is no change to Council 
planning policy. This was based on 
a desktop review of a number of 
Council and agency reports and will 
be validated during the consultation.

The second stage of the review 
has recently been completed and 
involved consultation with a range of 
stakeholders and the community to 
confirm the findings of the Issues Paper 
and to discuss the future of the MOIA. 

The following is a summary of 
the findings presented in MRCC 
Information Brochures No. 2 and 3.

Current rural land 
use in the MOIA
Representing about half of the 
total irrigated area in the Mildura 
Rural City Council area, the MOIA 
is an important horticulture region 
generating $150 million in net farm 
gate value compared to over $600 
million in the wider Mildura region. 

Soil types are suitable for 
horticultural production and wine, 
table and dried grapes are the 
main crops with smaller areas of 
citrus, nuts, fruit and vegetables.

The First Mildura Irrigation Trust and 
Lower Murray Water provide irrigation 
and drainage service to the MOIA 
and have committed to significant 
infrastructure upgrade over the next 
10 years. This will bring on-farm 
and system efficiencies. Further 
efficiencies are required to enable 
growers in the MOIA to be competitive 
with growers in private schemes.

Although most of the land in the MOIA 
is used for horticulture, there is a 
significant level of rural residential 
development not always associated 
with horticultural production. 

There are 3551 dwellings across the 
MOIA, about one for every 5ha. Of these 
two thirds are on lots less than 2ha. 

Farm viability and farm size
There is a real need to improve 
farm viability in the MOIA by 
increasing farm size.

Currently 26% of the MOIA area is 
managed by just 110 growers with 
properties greater than 20ha. It is 
estimated that these growers produce 
30% of the gross value of agricultural 
production from the MOIA. One of 
a number of challenges is to assist 
middle size growers (5 to 20 ha) to 
grow and achieve the necessary scale.

Wineries and dried fruit purchasers 
prefer grape consignments from 
growers to be three to five times 
larger than the current average. In the 
future, growers will therefore need a 
number of larger blocks to spread risk. 

Most horticultural properties in the 
MOIA are too small to provide a 
full-time wage and many families 
will rely to varying degrees on off-
farm income. The recent slump in 
commodity prices would have impacted 
significantly on the incomes of small 
and medium farm properties.

These growers may be re-evaluating 
their future in horticulture. For those 
on small old style dried fruit blocks, 
exiting horticulture is constrained 
by land prices lower than the cost 
of purchasing a house in town. 
Other options include selling water 
or moving to low input production 
such as lucerne and agistment.

Part-time farming is a constraint to the 
future competitiveness of horticulture 
in the MOIA because it constrains 
the growth of middle and large 
horticultural properties. Some growers 
will be looking to expand by purchasing 
additional blocks. For these growers 
there are additional costs of increasing 
scale due to housing and other 
infrastructure limiting viable production 
units such as longer row length.

Opportunities
The planning scheme has a role to 
play by providing a land use and 
development framework to prevent 
opportunities being permanently lost.

The current planned future for the 
MOIA is for the land to be retained for 

agriculture. This position is supported in 
the Mildura Planning Scheme by zones, 
schedules, policies and strategies that 
encourage consolidation, discourage 
non-agricultural uses, define the 
current and future urban boundaries 
and accommodate rural residential 
development in planned estates.

The outcomes of the consultation 
program will be provided to Council 
and used as a basis for developing 
a long term vision for land use 
and development in the MOIA.

Stage 2 Consultation findings 
Workshops were held with the 
Horticultural Task Force, land 
holders and developers, builders and 
surveyors. Community workshops 
were also conducted and attended 
by approximately 100 people. 
Over 40 written submissions were 
received providing comment and 
feedback on the Issues Paper. 

Prevailing community position 
The consultation highlighted the 
problems facing growers within the 
MOIA due to the economic downturn, 
low water allocations and high water 
prices and water unbundling. However, 
there was optimism for horticulture 
beyond the current circumstances. 

To provide for horticulture in the 
future it was identified that residential 
development should be minimised 
to prevent escalation of right–to-
farm-issues and inflation of land 
values above productive value. 
However growers wanting to leave the 
industry would need exit strategies 
enabling them to retire with dignity.

If residential opportunities are 
to be provided then they should 
be in planned estates around 
existing hamlets and townships.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly 
for growers, the consultation 
acknowledged that the irrigation 
infrastructure network must be 
protected to ensure viability. 

Revised vision for the MOIA 
Based on the feedback from the 
stakeholder and community workshops 
the council has adopted a long term 
vision for the MOIA that seeks to protect 
the land for horticulture and contributes 
to the ongoing economic prosperity 
and quality lifestyle of Mildura. The 

Mildura Older Irrigation Areas – 
Rural strategy review update 



vision also acknowledges the existing 
rural residential development and its 
requirements and accommodates 
growth in planned estates around 
existing towns and hamlets.

The key strategic objectives of the 
Draft MOIA Rural Strategy are: 

■ Protect and enhance the 
horticultural values of the area. 

■ Provide for the growth and 
expansion of existing horticultural 
businesses, or the introduction 
of new horticultural activities.

■ Protect the future viability 
of the irrigation network by 
encouraging and supporting a 
vibrant horticultural industry. 

■ Protect existing horticultural 
operations from urban 
encroachment and further 
rural lifestyle development.

■ Have regard to the 2030 growth 
boundary and discourage 
fragmentation of land for future 
residential development. 

■ Provide rural lifestyle opportunities 
around exiting towns and hamlets. 

Industry restructure 
The long-term sustainability of 
horticulture in the MOIA will depend 
on a range of mechanisms to assist 
industry restructure. These include: 

■ Exit packages provided by 
Federal Government. 

■ Individual business 
planning by growers. 

■ Modernisation and reconfiguration 
of irrigation infrastructure. 

■ Land use planning. 

These mechanisms must dovetail to 
maximise the future prospects of the 
region and it should be recognised 
that land use planning is only one 
element of a broader package. 

Implementation options 
The MRCC has prepared an 
Options Paper which outlines 
four options for implanting the 
30 year vision of the MOIA. 

Council is seeking community feedback 
to identify a preferred option. 

Public comment can be provided 
up until 18 January, 2008.

Option 1: The planning scheme will 
remain unchanged and the council will 
continue to approve all dwellings in the 
Farming Zone. Under this option there 
will be potential for more than 2,000 
additional dwellings across the MOIA. 

Option 2: The planning scheme will 
reman unchanged and the council 

will consistently apply the policy with 
regard to dwellings and subdivisions. 
Under this options there is potential 
for an additional 345 dwellings across 
the MOIA on existing lots over 10ha. 

Option 3: The planning scheme will 
be amended to reflect the following: 
■ No subdivision of any land 

within the MOIA. 

■ No new dwellings to be built within 
the MOIA (except on lots 4,000sqm 
to 1ha in size created since 1999). 

■ Existing dwellings can be 
excised from an allotment, but 
only from an allotment that 
is 4ha or greater in size. 

Under this option there is 
potential for an additional 122 
dwellings across the MOIA. 

Option 4: The planning scheme will 
be amended to reflect the following: 

■ No subdivision of land in the MOIA. 

■ No new dwellings to be 
built within the MOIA. 

■ No dwellings can be excised. 

Under this option there is no potential 
for new dwellings or subdivisions.

Additional options put 
by consultants
Option A: Under this option dwelling 
permits on all lots will be approved 
and existing dwellings can be excised 
from lots that are a minimum of 4ha 
with the facility to establish a new 
dwelling on the remaining vacant 
lot. This option will also include 
the capacity to subdivide land to 
create a residential lot via boundary 
realignment with no restriction on 
the size of the subdivided lot.

This option has a potential of 
3000 additional dwellings.

Option B: Under Option B, a dwelling 
permit will be approved on all lots less 
than 1ha and all existing dwellings can 
be excised regardless of the lot size.

This option has a potential of 
200 additional dwellings.

Option X: Under option X, new 
dwellings can be established on 
lots up to 1ha in size and on lots 
that are a maximum of 10ha in size. 
Existing dwellings can be excised 
from a lot that is a minimum of 4ha 
in size, but no new dwelling can be 
established on the vacant remnant lot.

This option has a potential of 
500 additional dwellings.

ADFA’s preferred option
The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) has a clear policy position 
established at Federal Council 2007 
that supports efforts to increase the 
viability of pumped irrigation districts 
primarily through growers increasing 
their property size in these areas.

Following an ADFA meeting held on 12 
December 2007 involving Board and 
branch representatives, the ADFA has 
reached a consensus on a preferred 
option that is close to Option 3 (with a 
change so that existing dwellings can 
be excised from allotments that are 
3ha or larger in size) and /or option B.

As a result, the ADFA Board 
of Management now strongly 
encourages local branches and 
individual members to express their 
views and participate actively in the 
consultation process with MRCC.

It is imperative that branches and 
individual growers respond to the 
consultants report if we are to be 
successful in preserving permanent 
horticulture and its ability to operate 
in Mildura’s (established) old 
irrigation areas into the future.

Remember: the public comment 
period closes 18th January 2008. 
Written submissions can be sent to 
Peter Douglas, MRCC, PO Box 105, 
Mildura 3500 or faxed, emailed 
or delivered in person to MRCC 
108 Madden Ave. Mildura.
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Finding a balance between urban development and horticulture is just one of the 
tasks in the MOIA rural strategy review.
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Horticulture Code of Conduct
Growers and wholesalers will use 
written agreements known as 
horticulture produce agreements 
which set out how trade will be 
conducted. The agreements specify 
whether the wholesaler is trading as 
an agent, who sells produce on behalf 
of a grower, or as a merchant, who 
buys a grower’s produce for resale. 
Prices will be agreed in writing under 
merchant trading arrangements.

Mr Scott said all parties must sign the 
agreement before trade can commence.

Furthermore, wholesalers must provide 
written reports to growers with basic 
information about the purchase of a 
grower’s produce, under a merchant 

Table grape growers who sell their fruit 
to a merchant or an agent will need 
to comply with the new Horticulture 
Code of Conduct this harvest.

Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) Chief Executive Jeff Scott said 
it is important that all growers have 
a good understanding of the code 
and know their legal responsibilities 
within the terms of trade. 

“It is now illegal to sell your fruit to 
a merchant or agent without having 
a written agreement in place before 
the shipment of fruit,” he said.

Under the code all traders have to 
make a document publicly available 
setting out the general terms on 
which they will trade with growers. 

transaction, or the sale of the grower’s 
produce, under an agent transaction.

Horticultural assessors can be 
appointed by growers and wholesalers 
to investigate and report on produce 
quality or transaction details.

Finally, if a dispute arises, wholesalers 
and growers can access a low 
cost dispute resolution process 
with mediators appointed by the 
Horticulture Mediation Advisor.

For further information contact the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry website at www.daff.gov.au/
hortcode or the Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission website at 
www.accc.gov.au/industrycodes or call 
the ACCC infocentre on 1300 302 502.

Lee McKeand Produce Pty Ltd
FRESH PRODUCE EXPORTERS SINCE 1939

Exporting Fresh Fruit and Vegetables to the World
With over 60 years experience and three generations of family involvement in the fruit and vegetable 

industry Lee McKeand’s has earned a reputation for delivering high quality, personal service to both its 
supplier partners and customers.

Contact:  Peter Ingham    David White
   0407 350 710    0419 520 943
   peteri@mckeand.com.au  davidw@mckeand.com.au

Office: 80-88 Greville Street, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Tel 03 95211350, Fax 03 95211380

www.mckeand.com.au

Queensland table grape growers have 
lost the services of a locally based 
industry development officer (IDO) with 
the resignation of Anne Larard.

Ms Larard has been employed by 
Growcom for the past six years where 
she has overseen many developments in 
the industry. Perhaps one of her greatest 
achievements during this time is the 
implementation of the GrapeConnect 
minimum standard program.

By providing information to growers on 
the fruit maturity development of white 
seedless table grapes and monitoring 
produce on retailer shelves, Ms Larard 

has been able to improve consumer 
experiences and help drive sales.

With so much achieved during that time 
the industry will miss the presence of an 
IDO. However, the Growcom committee 
decided not to appoint a replacement 
IDO due to financial obligations to a 
market access project next financial 
year.

Mrs Larard said she would like to 
extend a big thank-you to all the 
GrapeConnect members (particularly the 
representatives), who made it a pleasure 
to work with the table grape industry 
and to the many past and present 
Growcom staff, who supported her 

position and the needs of table grape 
industry in many projects.

“I have seriously enjoyed my work, and 
I am planning on continuing to work in 
the horticulture industry in my future 
endeavours.

“I hope to cross paths with many of you 
again in the not too distant future,” Mrs 
Larard said.

George McDonald will be the Growcom 
contact for GrapeConnect projects 
and events until the time when an 
IDO project comes back on line. Mr 
McDonald can be contacted on   
(07) 3620 3808.

Queensland to lose their IDO



(HAL), has commenced its first stage to 
promote the early fruit from Queensland, 
Western Australia and the Northern 
Territory. 

This year we have developed outdoor 
advertising which has been strategically 
placed at major shopping centres, along 
with in-store promotions, point-of-
sale material, bunch bags with grape 
information and media presentations. 

The second stage of the campaign rolls 
out in the new year where we expect 
to receive greater exposure. Channel 
nine’s Today show will be featuring 
table grapes in their live crosses to the 
weather segment in February which will 
give us national coverage. 

Other aspects of the campaign include 
recipe ideas for using grapes which have 
been distributed to various magazines 
and a pitch at the younger generation 
enticing them to eat more grapes. 

Further information on the promotion 
campaign can be found on page 12 of 
this edition of The Vine.

It is now a timely reminder that 
the quality of grapes presented to 
consumers will have an impact on 
prices. 

Consumer research tells us that if 
poor quality fruit is purchased by the 
consumer then it takes as long as eight 
weeks before that consumer buys again. 
So it is imperative that good quality fruit 
is out there in the market. 

Presenting poor quality fruit can only 
hurt you and your back pocket as well as 
make it harder for the grower who does 
produce good quality.  There needs to be 
consistency in the quality of fruit. 

The Western Australian Code of Practice 
is a good example of how to achieve 
consistent good quality fruit amongst 
growers. Whilst WA has legislation 
in place to enforce good quality fruit, 
growers from other states should 
restrain themselves from releasing their 
grapes on the market too early. 

Better quality fruit will always bring 
greater returns and improve market 
expectations in the long run.

Market access
The ATGA continues to liaise with 

I hope you all 
had a good 
Christmas and 
great new year. 

The harvest will 
be almost over 
for northern 
Australian 
growers as 
they read this, 
and southern 
and Western 
Australia 

growers should be in their 
final preparation stages for the 
commencement of their harvest. 

The drought has had a large impact on 
the growers in the Murray-Darling Basin 
with all growers choosing to grow a crop 
this year having to buy in water. 

Fortunately November rains helped to 
increase water allocations slightly and 
ease the price of temporary water. But 
at the current time the water allocation 
for Victorian growers is only 26% of their 
usual entitlement and the possibilities of 
getting a further allocation greater than 
28 to 30% is not strong unless there are 
substantial rains in the catchments area.

As most growers are now aware, the 
Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) is now a member of Plant Health 
Australia (PHA) and as such we have 
become a signatory to the Emergency 
Plant Pest Response Deed (EPPRD). 

I am currently visiting most growing 
regions throughout Australia advising all 
growers of the workings of this deed and 
of the new levy. 

The levy will initially be legislated at zero 
only to be enacted if there is an exotic 
pest or disease incursion.  

The Federal Government will underwrite 
all eradication costs in the first instance 
and pay compensation to growers if 
affected. The levy will then be enacted 
by the government so that industry can 
repay the government their allocated 
share over a 10 year period.  

It is important for growers to understand 
that if there are no incursions, there will 
be zero levies. In essence the EPPRD is 
an industry insurance policy for growers 
in case of an exotic pest or disease 
incursion. 

Promotions
The ATGA promotions project, 
administered by Horticulture Australia 

PHA levy will be 
enacted in the new year

Biosecurity Australia as we seek market 
access in other countries. 

China’s request for further information 
on their list of pests of concern has 
been answered. However, there has 
been a slight delay in progressing our 
application with cancellation of the next 
round of meetings.

The scheduled bilateral negotiations 
scheduled for October were cancelled by 
China and further technical talks have 
also been postponed due the Chinese 
personal allocating their resources to 
deal with their American issues. 

It is hoped new talks will commence 
around April/May 2008 and that there 
has been some advancement on our 
market access application at that time. 

In other market access news Japan is 
considering the information presented 
to them regarding Sunraysia being 
classified as a Pest-Free Area. Japan has 
made an offer of partial area freedom 
from July to December, but negotiations 
continue for the remaining months.

Imports
The last of this season’s Californian table 
grapes has landed in Australia. This is 
the first year where the requirement for 
mandatory methyl bromide fumigation 
had been removed and as a result 
the volume of fruit sent increased 
dramatically. 

A record 1,418,988 boxes of fresh table 
grapes were exported to Australia this 
season, up significantly from last year 
where 528,389 boxes were exported and 
the previous 2004 record of 532,878 
boxes. 

Australia is now one of the top 10 export 
destinations for Californian table grapes, 
with an estimated value of more than 
$40 million this season. 

Whilst the removal of mandatory 
methyl bromide fumigation raised some 
concerns among Australia growers 
worried about the possible introduction 
of pest and disease, a mandatory AQIS 
pre-clearance inspection and strict 
labeling requirements are still in place. 

In all Californian consignments shipped 
this season there were about 35 
detections, of which 29 were for weeds. 
In each case where a detection occurred 
the consignment was rejected. Other 
detections ranged from fresh leaves, 
spider egg sacs, arthropods and sulphur 
pads.
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ATGA Chief Executive’s report

ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott

“The levy will initially 
be legislated at zero...” 
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1996 as the Member for Grayndler 
and is also the Leader of the 
House of Representatives.

NFF response to 
election result
The National Farmers’ Federation 
(NFF) has said it looks forward to 
working with Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd and new Federal Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry Minister, Tony 
Burke, along with their colleagues, in 
pursuing its vision for a modern and 
sustainable Australian farm sector.

Testimony to the dynamic nature 
of modern farming is the extent 
it cuts across a huge number 
of portfolios, including: Climate 
Change and Water (Penny Wong); 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government 
(Anthony Albanese); Environment, 
Heritage and The Arts (Peter Garrett); 
Trade (Simon Crean); Employment 
and Workplace Relations and 
Education (Julia Gillard); Broadband, 
Communications and The Digital 
Economy (Stephen Conroy); Small 
Business, Independent Contractors 
and the Service Economy (Craig 
Emerson); Resources and Energy and 
Tourism (Martin Ferguson), Competition 
Policy and Consumer Affairs (Chris 
Bowen); and Innovation, Industry, 
Science and Research (Kim Carr).

“Throughout the year we have 
welcomed Labour’s proactive 
engagement with the NFF on key issues 
affecting all of their policy areas. Indeed, 
this has seen us work together, having 
input into Labour’s agriculture policy,” 
NFF President David Crombie said. 

“In the lead up to, and during the 
campaign, Labour addressed much 
of the NFF’s rural and technical 
education, drought relief, water 
security, international trade and 
quarantine priorities, and committed 
to working with the NFF on climate 
change adaption and mitigation 
strategies and the need for a strategic 
transport infrastructure overhaul.

“While differences remain – especially 
in industrial relations and Labour’s 
broadband policy, which fails to provide 
for rural Australia’s future by syphoning 

Following the election held on 24 
November, 2007, the Prime Minister, 
Kevin Rudd has announced the 
makeup of his Ministry. Some of 
the appointments of interest to 
agriculture and horticulture include: 
■ Tony Burke as the Minister for 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 
With a background in small business, 
Mr Burke entered Federal Parliament 
in 2004 and was formerly Shadow 
Minister for Small Business and 
Shadow Minister for Immigration. 

 Former Shadow Minister for Primary 
Industries, Tasmanian Senator Kerry 
O’Brien missed out on the Ministry.

■ Peter Garrett as the Minister for 
the Environment and has a spot 
in Cabinet. Widely known as a 
passionate advocate and campaigner 
on a range of contemporary Australian 
and global issues, Mr Garrett 
was the former President of the 
Australian Conservation Foundation, 
an activist, and former member 
of Australian band Midnight Oil.

■ Penny Wong as the Minister for 
Climate Change and Water. Elected as 
a Labour Senator for South Australia 
in November 2001 Ms Wong was 
active both in the parliament and in 
the community on critical issues for 
South Australia including the River 
Murray and the proposed nuclear 
waste repository. Ms Wong will have 
responsibility for our international 
negotiations on climate change.

■ Julia Gillard, as Minister for 
Employment and Workplace 
Relations. Ms Gillard successfully 
completed her Bachelor of Laws/ 
Bachelor of Arts degree with an 
Economics major. She began working 
with Slater and Gordon in Melbourne 
in 1987 as an industrial lawyer and 
was admitted as a partner in 1990. 
In 1998 she was elected as the 
Member for Labour in 1998 and held 
various Shadow Minister positions. 
In December 2006, Ms Gillard 
became Deputy Labour Leader.

■ Anthony Albanese has been made 
Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development and Local 
Government. Mr Albanese was first 
elected to Federal Parliament in 

the $2 billion Communications 
Fund’s perpetual investment in the 
bush to pay for it – it’s business 
as usual,” Mr Crombie said.

Industrial relations reform
The NFF has moved to support the 
Rudd Labour Government’s process 
for implementing its industrial 
relations agenda – describing it as an 
“evolution, rather than a revolution”.

“It may be little understood, but the 
policy Labour took to the federal 
election will not see any extensive 
changes to workplace relations laws 
in Australia for some time – two 
years, in fact,” Mr Crombie said.

“While the NFF is extremely 
disappointed with Labour’s policy 
to abolish Australian Workplace 
Agreements (AWAs), we believe the 
transitional arrangements will minimise 
disruption in workplaces using AWAs.

“We need similar assurances from 
the Rudd Government that an equally 
orderly transition is in place for 
the abolition of the small business 
exemptions to unfair dismissal 
laws and that employers and 
employees are fully informed of any 
changes well before they occur.

“Key workplace relations issues the 
NFF will take up with the incoming 
Federal Government, include the need 
for one unitary national system – as 
opposed to the current three industrial 
systems (federal, federal transitional 
and state) and the capacity for 
farming businesses to have flexibility 
within the workplace to remain 
competitive in the global market.

Imports
Dried grape imports for the 8 months 
ending 31 October, 2007 were 
6,821 tonnes higher than for the 
same 8 month period in 2006.

While currant imports were down 110t 
over this period, sultana and other 
dried grape (TSRs) imports were up 
by 5,660t and 1,271t respectively.
■ Currants 1,288t
■ Sultanas 11,658t
■ Other dried grapes 3,197t
■ Total imports 16,143t

Introducing our new Federal ministers

ADFA Board news

Anthony Albanese.Julia Gillard.Penny Wong.Peter Garrett.Tony Burke.
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Drying for profit activities

 
 

The 
number 

of 
vineyards 

that have 
not been 

pruned, cultivated or irrigated since 
last harvest has significantly increased 
throughout the district. These blocks 
pose both disease and fire risks to other 
properties.

Owners of abandoned properties 
can help prevent the development 
and spread of diseases, especially 
powdery mildew, by spraying vines with 
fungicides such as wettable sulphur to 
overcome this problem. 

Dry weeds left in the vineyard are a 
fire risk for any remaining buildings 
on the property and indeed adjoining 
properties. Weeds should be slashed, 
or the ground cultivated to remove this 
risk.

If the vineyard owner’s intention is 
to leave the property abandoned 
indefinitely, vines should be removed to 
eliminate any disease or fire risks. 

Dried Grape Approved 
Supplier Program (DGASP) 
Training 
As part of the industry’s quality 
assurance program growers must be 
accredited as an approved supplier. 
This approach enables the processors 
to meet food quality assurance 
requirements of their customers.

Growers who are not accredited as 
approved suppliers are penalised. Last 
year the penalty was $50 per tonne. A 
similar penalty will be applied in 2008.

To be accredited as an approved 
supplier growers must successfully 
complete Dried Grape Approved 
Supplier Program (DGASP) and 
Chemcert training. They must also 
submit a completed spray diary and 
undergo an audit by a processor 
representative.

Growers interested in doing the DGASP 
training are advised to contact the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) to register. 

Summer pruning in 2008
Summer pruning is the preferred 
harvest option for many dried grape 
producers.

The ADFA will hold an introductory 
course on summer pruning in mid 
to late January 2008 for all growers 
considering this as a harvest option for 
the first time.

The course is practical and informative, 
enabling growers who are summer 
pruning for the first time to do so in a 
competent and confident manner and 
thus produce good quality fruit.

The course covers:

■ Vineyard suitability.

■ How to do the tasks of cutting and 
crown picking.

■ Equipment needed.

■ Contractors available for wetting, 
harvesting and drying.

■ Vineyard post harvest requirements.

Growers planning to summer prune and 
who want to know more can register 
their interest with the ADFA on   
(03) 5023 5174.

Abandoned vineyards a haven for 
disease and potential fire risk

“Dry weeds left in 
the vineyard are 
a fire risk for any 

remaining buildings 
on the property.”

The number of abandoned vineyards has significantly increased throughout the 
district.
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The first meeting of the implementation 
steering committee for the Drought 
Information for Horticulture program 
was held in Sydney on 20 November. 
This program is funded by the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry (DAFF) as part of the $7.5 
million workshops program announced 
in September to help irrigators in 
the Murray-Darling Basin get access 
to technical and business planning 
information to assist them manage their 
businesses through the current water 
crisis.

The $7.5 million for irrigator workshops 
is being shared between the 
horticulture, wine grape, dairy, cotton 
and rice industries.

Horticulture Australia (HAL) has 
been contracted by DAFF to manage 
horticulture’s share of the funding.

HAL is working in close partnership 
with the Horticulture Australia Council 
(HAC) and peak industry bodies such 
as Australian Dried Fruits Association, 
Australian Citrus Growers, Almond 
Board of Australia, Australian Table 
Grape Association (ATGA), Cherry 
Growers of Australia, Summerfruit 
Australia, Apple and Pear Australia 
Limited, Australian Processing Tomato 

Research Council and AUSVEG to 
determine exactly how the program 
should be structured and delivered.

The implementation steering committee 
has representatives from industry, the 
research community, irrigation industry, 
DAFF, HAC and HAL. The Chairman 
is Tony Martin, a dried fruit and wine 
grape grower from Merbein and ATGA 
Chairman Nick Muraca, a table grape 
grower form Robinvale is one of four 
industry members.

The horticulture water initiative 
coordinator, Charles Thompson, 
presented a draft delivery framework to 
the meeting.

Key points from the delivery framework 
include:

■ Ensure there is strong liaison and 
cooperation with existing regional 
groups that are coordinating drought 
initiatives for horticulture.

■ Undertake a regional gap analysis of 
drought programs so identified gaps 
can be addressed.

■ Develop grower information packs 
covering agronomic practices, water 
supply, recovery practices, business 
expansion / exit and financial 
assistance.

■ Ensure information is tailored and 
relevant to local groups.

■ Ensure a flexible approach in delivery 
of information sessions.

The committee supported the approach 
detailed in the delivery framework.

The steering committee is aware 
of the tight time frames for the 
commencement of information delivery 
with the critical time for many growers 
being February/March 2008.

The role of National Coordinator for this 
project was advertised on 1 December, 
2007 and all responses must be 
received by HAL by 14 December. 
These will then be reviewed by a sub 
group of the implementation steering 
committee with the successful tender 
contracted by 4 January, 2008 and 
work commenced.

Contact:

ADFA – John Hawtin, Industry 
Development Officer,  
Tel: (03) 5023 5174

ATGA – Nick Muraca, industry 
member of the Steering 
Committee, Tel: 0408 304 557 

HAL – Alison Turnbull, Natural 
Resources and Climate Manager, 
Tel: (02) 8295 2300

The South Australian Government 
has established a $400,000 Regional 
Communities Drought Fund to 
help country communities manage 
structural change because of drought.

The Premier, Mike Rann, said the 
initiative was aimed at helping regional 
communities withstand the tough times 
by helping develop their economic and 
social infrastructure.

“It will provide funding for educating 
and training people in other skills and 
by protecting and improving local 
environmental assets.

“The State Government is well aware 
that this is a time when many of 
our rural towns are experiencing 
the hardship of drought and the 
uncertainty it brings to the future of our 
communities.”

The Berri Barmera Council was the 

first to secure money from the fund, 
receiving $100,000 toward Stage 
One of the Lake Bonney Foreshore 
Redevelopment Project.

The council’s master plan involves 
building a new boating facility next 
to the Lake Bonney Yacht Club and 
infrastructure upgrades to the Lake 
front, such as new walking tracks, tree 
planting, and upgrades to barbecue 
areas.

The State Government is encouraging 
community and business groups 
to work with local government in 
developing projects. Applications will 
be made through local councils.

Meanwhile, the New South Wales 
government has extended support 
measures including transport subsidies 
and drought support worker funding 
beyond Christmas.

The State Government will spend an 
extra $17 million in drought assistance 
measures, Primary Industries Minister 
Ian Macdonald said.

“We will be continuing popular 
support programs including Farm 
Family gatherings and drought 
support workshops as well as the 
drought transport subsidy to help get 
farmers and their families through the 
Christmas period,” Mr Macdonald said.

The package includes:

■ Continuation of the Employment 
of Drought Support Workers for 12 
months. 

■ Continuation of Farm Family 
Gatherings, drought workshops and 
publications. 

■ Continuation of the Drought Transport 
Subsidies in all drought affected 
areas of NSW for three months. 

Delivery framework being developed 
for DAFF irrigation workshops

Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) update

Drought funding announced for SA and NSW



Winner of industry’s top award
David Minnis, exporter and Deputy Chair 
of the Australian Horticultural Exporters 
Association (AHEA), was honoured 
with the Graham Gregory Medal at the 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) Awards held 
in late November.

Mr Minnis was presented with the 
prestigious award for excellence in 
horticulture before an audience of his 
peers. Named for the late Graham 
Gregory AO, the founding Chairman of 
HAL’s predecessor, the Horticultural 
Research and Development Corporation 
(HRDC), the award carries a cash prize 
of $10,000. 

Mr Minnis said receiving the award held 
a lot of meaning as Graham Gregory 
was his friend and colleague. Sadly Mr 
Gregory passed away in 1992 after a 
long illness.

“I think he’d be pleased,” Mr Minnis 
said of receiving the award.

“I feel honoured.”

Mr Minnis’ entire career bears the 
hallmark of championing Australia’s 
fresh produce exports. After starting 
out as a postharvest research officer 
with the Victorian Department of 
Agriculture, he moved toward export-
focused roles within the government, 
rising to the position of Specialist 
Trade Commissioner, Horticulture with 
Austrade by 1986. 

In 1988 Mr Minnis made the leap to 
exporting and in the last 20 years 
has sold Australian fresh fruit and 
vegetables in the markets of United 
Kingdom/Europe the Middle East and 
throughout Asia. He cites this among his 
proudest achievements.

“When you bring in export dollars, you 
bring money into the economy and 
hopefully make it stronger,” Mr Minnis 
said.

In his industry leadership roles 
Mr Minnis has contributed to 
improvements in existing protocols and 
the development of new protocols to 
opening markets particularly for the 
citrus, table grape, summerfruit, cherry 
and mango industries.

He has supported disinfestation 
research, firstly as Chair of the HRDC 
and more recently as the Deputy 
Chair of AHEA. He is also the Chair 
of the Australian-Japan Citrus Export 
Management Committee and the 
Korean Citrus Export Management 
Committee. 
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David Minnis receives the Graham Gregory Medal from HAL Board Chairman Dr 
Nigel Steele Scott.

Young leaders
The next generation was also 
recognised at the HAL Awards – with 
the presentation of three Young Leader 
Awards. The recipients were: turf 
farmer and Board member of Turf 
Producers Australia, Greg Miller, custard 
apple grower and Vice President of 
the Australian Custard Apple Growers 
Association (ACAGA), Ros Smerdon, and 
persimmon grower and President of 
Persimmons Australia, Stephen Jeffers.

Mr Miller has not only steered his 
business through the huge problems 
created by the current drought, but has 
expanded the operation at a time when 
many other farms have contracted. 
Along the way, his fellow growers have 
benefited.

Ms Smerdon currently holds five 
management positions including 
Director, Smerdon Enterprises, Chair 
Natures Fruit Company, Vice President 
of ACAGA and President Jadefruit 
Custard Apple Marketing. She has put 
her marketing skills to work on behalf of 
the whole industry at the Royal Brisbane 
Show, Ekka, over the past two years. 

Mr Jeffers became the President of 
Persimmons Australia in 2002 at the 
age of 27. He guided the industry 
through the introduction of its levy and 
the development and implementation of 
its first strategic plan.

The Young Leader Award is open to 
nominees under 35 and who are able to 
demonstrate leadership in any discipline 
related to the horticulture industry. Up to 
five young leaders can be recognised by 
this award each year.

Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) Chief Executive Jeff Scott said 
the table grape industry owed Mr Minnis 
enormous gratitude.

“For many years David has worked for 
the industry, putting his own export 
business on hold because he could 
see an opportunity for Australian table 
grapes in a foreign market,” Mr Scott 
said.

“And it is not just his ability to spot 
opportunities that we are so grateful 
for. On our recent trips to China David’s 
knowledge, experience and expertise 
were second to none.

“He was always sought after, whether it 
be by the Chinese, Biosecurity Australia 
or the Federal Government, because 
he was able to give advice and solve 
potential problems.”

Mr Scott said the ATGA had been wise 
in hiring Mr Minnis as a specialist 
consultant. 

“Certainly the way David conducts 
himself and his informed objective 
view made people stand up and listen 
during market access negotiations. 
His presence has helped open doors 
for market access for Australian table 
grapes into China, Japan and Korea.”

With such a long, and still thriving, 
career Mr Minnis has a unique historical 
perspective with which to assess the 
current markets. 

His advice for those starting out: “It’s 
one thing to ship, it’s another thing 
to get paid! Understand your product, 
establish good relationships and trade 
cautiously.”
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The worst drought on record continues 
to bite hard, particularly for irrigators. 
Very hot weather arrived early in 
November, with temperatures up to 6°C 
above average for much of the southern 
Murray-Darling Basin. 

According to the latest Murray-
Darling Basin Commission (MDBC) 
Drought Update, it is possible that 
continuing small improvements in 
available water will be seen over 
summer, but it is unlikely that very 
significant improvements will occur as 
large inflows over this period are not 
common.

Key developments 
■  October rainfall remained below 

average, but November produced the 
best November rain in several years 
across much of the Murray-Darling 
Basin.

■ Inflows have been better than those 
received at this time last year but 
remain well below average and 
yielded only small improvements in 
water availability. This water year to 
date is the 8th driest out of 116 years 
of record.

■  The last two years have been the 
lowest two-year inflow period for 
the Murray since records began. 
Total Murray storage is around 550 
gigalitres lower than this time last 
year, and the lowest for this time 
of year since 1940, when system 
storage capacity was only about 20% 
of current capacity.

How bad is this drought?
The drought on the Murray, in terms of 
system inflows, is the worst on record. 

Inflows over the 2006/07 water year 
were just 55% of the previous minimum 
on record.

Temperatures have 
been consistently higher 
than average, leading to 
increased evaporation and 
substantially less runoff. 
The low water reserves at 
the start of the 2007/08 
summer irrigation season 
necessitated zero opening 
irrigation allocations for the 
first time in all three states.

Current operations
What’s the overall plan?

The focus over winter 
and spring has been to 
maximise water in Hume 
and Dartmouth Reservoirs. 

Now that summer demands are 
rising, flow rates are generally being 
increased. The overall goal of operations 
from now on will be to draw upon 
downstream storages, retaining water 
in upstream reservoirs. Lake Victoria 
will be drawn on first, then Hume 
and lastly Dartmouth. This operation 
will minimise evaporation loss and 
maximise the ability of the system to 
capture potential inflows next autumn/
winter. The aim is to keep as much 
water as possible stored in Dartmouth 
at the end of the irrigation season.

As many weir pools as possible are 
being lowered to reduce evaporation 
loss. Some weir pools – including those 
in South Australia and the Wentworth 
and Mildura weir pools, cannot be 
lowered significantly as this would 
allow extremely saline groundwater to 
seep back into the river. 

Other pools, for example Lake Mulwala 
and the Torrumbarry weir pool are being 
used as ‘mid river’ storages and can 
be drawn upon as necessary to meet 
sudden increases in demand brought 

about by hot weather. Any 
increased flows from rain 
will be able to be captured 
by these pools.

The outlook
Rainfall and streamflows

The Bureau of Meteorology 
has advised the La 
Niña event is now well 
established and is starting 
to have its effects felt. 

The Bureau’s rainfall 
outlook states “The chances 

of exceeding the median rainfall for 
summer are between 60 and 70% in 
a large area extending from southeast 
Queensland across both the northern 
inland and east of NSW.”

However, even in wetter years, 
significant inflows over summer 
are unusual. The Bureau predicts 
an increased chance of higher 
temperatures this summer, potentially 
diminishing runoff.

Will there be water for 2008/09?

Overall, water in storages at the start of 
the 2008/09 water year will very likely 
be roughly equivalent to the beginning 
of this year. State water authorities have 
nominated their highest priority for the 
2008/09 water year as the provision of 
critical human needs for the entire year, 
ensuring that any water available for 
use in June will be provided to towns 
and households along the river before 
industry and irrigation. In this case 
water for irrigators for the next water-
year would depend entirely on 2008/09 
rain and inflows – as has been the case 
this year.

Under the ‘worst case’ inflow scenario 
used for planning, there would be just 
enough water to operate the river and 
meet critical human needs. There would 
be no water for irrigation, other than 
any volumes carried over from this year.

Several years of well above average 
inflow might be required to return the 
Murray system to long term average 
storage levels.

Additional information is available at 
http://www.mdbc.gov.au and from 
the relevant Australian and State 
Government agencies.

Rain falls but inflows 
and storage still low 

Water outlook
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Figure 1. River Murray inflows (MDBC).
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Figure 2. River Murray inflows plus starting storage 
(MDBC).



Rain and inflows have positive 
impact on allocations

He said losses through seepage 
and evaporation were going to 
be a major operational problem 
during the summer months.

“The priority for river management in 
NSW during the drought will remain 
the conservation of water to secure 
town water supply, domestic and 
stock needs and industry needs as 
well as protecting the environment 
wherever possible,” he said.

Urban water use will also remain 
restricted, with town water supply 
remaining on 50% of entitlement 
and the continued restriction on the 
watering of private lawns. Stock and 
domestic users will remain on 75% of 
entitlement.

Victoria
Water allocations for Victorian Murray 
irrigators have again edged up, but 
it now appears irrigators will be able 
to access less than a third of their 
water entitlements this summer.

Goulburn-Murray Water said recent 
inflows, operational savings in the River 
Murray system and efficiency gains 
in Goulburn-Murray Water irrigation 
areas supported a 3% increase for 
Murray system irrigators to 26% 
of high-reliability water shares.

The authority said using recorded 
inflows as a guide to the most likely 
summer inflow in seasons with very 
dry spring conditions, the allocations 
were expected to be 26% to 32% of 
high-reliability water shares in the 
Murray system by February 15.

November rain and a rise in inflows 
have allowed modest improvements 
to allocations for irrigators in 
Victoria, New South Wales and 
South Australia. Murray-Darling 
Basin storages peaked at 23% of 
capacity during October, falling to 
20% by early December (compared 
to 26% at the same time last year). 

Some late November rainfall is still to be 
factored in, so there may still be some 
slim increases in allocations possible.  

River Murray system inflows during 
November 2007 were only 168 
gigalitres, which was well below the 
long-term median but higher than 
November 2006, when only 55GL was 
received. 

New South Wales
NSW Murray Valley irrigators 
have received back a further 5% 
of the water suspended from 
their accounts last year.

The NSW Deputy Director General of 
Water, David Harriss, said a further 
5GL of water has been set aside for 
critical human needs in 2008/09. 

“Good inflows in the Victorian tributaries 
and less than expected system losses 
have made a small amount of water 
available to NSW,” Mr Harriss said. 

“This means that 50% of the water 
suspended in NSW Murray Valley 
irrigators’ accounts in 2006/07 has now 
been re-credited and we have managed 
to secure 30% of the 75GL needed to 
meet critical human needs in 2008/09.”

“Inflows to storages are only one of 
several factors that influence allocation 
increases, and these estimates do not 
consider the reduction of system losses 
through lower than planned evaporation 
rates and efficiency improvements 
in river and channel operations,” 
Goulburn-Murray Water said.

However, it assured allocations would 
remain at their current levels for the 
rest of the season if inflows drop 
away and efficiency gains cannot 
be achieved in system operations. 

South Australia
South Australian irrigators have access 
to 32% of their entitlements after 
the biggest one-step improvement 
to their allocations this season.

The Water Minister Karlene Maywald 
said higher-than-expected inflows 
into the Murray-Darling Basin and 
its storages, along with lower-than-
expected losses and increased 
releases from the Snowy Hydro 
Scheme, have resulted in an improved 
volume of water available. 

The 10% jump in allocations was the 
best for the season, but still leaves 
irrigators well short of the 60% they 
received last year, Minister Maywald 
said.

“The situation in the Murray-Darling 
Basin is extremely serious and 
consistent above-average rainfall 
is needed to break the continued 
widespread drought.”

Mr Holding said a pilot project 
conducted with Murray and 
Goulburn irrigators over the past 
year had been successful. 

“Carryover worked well this year, 
with a total of 130 gigalitres 
carried over from last season 
to this season,” he said.

“Most of the carryover was on the 
Murray, where allocations last season 
were comparatively good, and it 
has provided significant benefits for 
many irrigators facing record low 
allocations on that system this year.”

A review of the pilot project found 
there was widespread support among 

Irrigators in northern Victoria and 
South Australia have been given 
approval to carry over unused water 
from this year into next season.

The Victorian Water Minister Tim 
Holding has announced the permanent 
introduction of carryover after a trial 
involving Murray irrigators this year.

“Permanent carryover will give 
drought-affected irrigators more 
flexibility in managing their water 
from one year to the next,” he said. 

“It will give irrigators more choice 
about when to use their water 
allocations particularly during the 
ongoing drought conditions,” he said. 

irrigator representative bodies for 
carryover to continue in some form.

Mr Holding said carryover 
would continue with the same 
rules that applied in 2007. 

The rules allowed irrigators to 
carry over a volume up to 30% 
of their high reliability and low 
reliability entitlements. 

Water carried over plus next season’s 
allocations must not exceed 100% 
of the customer’s entitlement.

In South Australia, details of the 
carryover policy are still being finalised, 
but it has been approved in-principle 
by the Water Minister Karlene Maywald.

29

Carryover OK for 2008
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Labour shortages another 
challenge for table grape season

Table grape growers fear labour shortages during the approaching harvest could 
be the latest challenge in a frustrating and stressful season. Having negotiated the 
season’s water shortages and high water prices, the perennial problem of harvest 

labour shortages might well have slipped under the radar for many growers

“But now that harvest is closing people 
are starting to think more about the 
problems we have every year, getting 
enough hands-on help to get the crop 
off.

“The publicity that there’s been about the 
drought in the Murray region probably 
won’t help our cause either, because 
some people are probably forming the 
opinion there won’t be much work 
around this year.

“We’re in a situation of record 
employment but even if there is 
unemployment there’s only a certain 
range of people who want to do the job 
and are able to do it.”

Growers say the situation in major 
centres like Mildura has been eased by 
changes to backpacker arrangements 
two years ago. The incentive scheme 
allowed backpackers a one-year 
extension to their visas if they spent 
three months in fruit picking work.

But growers say it has had little effect 
in areas like Robinvale that have no 
backpacker accommodation and have 

Table grape growers say they are keen to 
sound out the new Federal Government 
on its attitude to addressing ongoing 
labour shortages in the horticultural 
industry.

Despite numerous attempts by 
government to make short term table 
grape harvesting work more attractive, 
growers say the issue still has not been 
adequately addressed. 

“It’s definitely a worrying prospect again 
this season, but perhaps because there 
are so many worries this year it hasn’t 
been top-of-mind for many growers 
before now,” said Robinvale Table Grape 
Growers’ Association President Fred 
Tassone.

“But it’ll be there, like it is every year, 
and we can’t afford to take the situation 
too lightly.

“This year being the way it has been, 
people have spent a lot of money where 
they hadn’t intended, and we don’t need 
holdups at harvest.”

Mr Tassone said additional expenditure 
on water and drought management had 
prompted many growers and families 
to take on tasks during the season 
for which they normally would have 
engaged contractors or part-time labour.

“This season has been a tough one, and 
everyone I talk to is saying just how hard 
they are feeling it, probably because we 
are doing a lot more ourselves,” he said.

traditionally relied more heavily on 
freelance contractors. 

“It’s a struggle to find suitable people 
that are capable, willing to do the job 
and are legal,” Mr Tassone said.

“There’s a misconception out there from 
Australian workers that it’s an underpaid 
job, but I’ve written out some pretty good 
wage bills at the end of the week for 
people prepared to put in the hard yards.

“If people want to do the work, the 
rewards are out there,” he said.

Mr Tassone said there was more 
uncertainty created by the change of 
government.

“What I am keen to see is something 
like New Zealand started last year where 
workers from the Pacific are being used 
as a solution,” he said. 

“If Pacific Islanders in particular could 
come here on a recurring short-term 
basis they would relieve our labour 
shortages and perhaps take some skills 
home as well.

“If a system was implemented where 
they could stay for a specific seasonal 
job and a portion of money was sent 
back to the worker’s home base, that 

The National Farmer’s Federation (NFF) has developed an Independent 
Contractors’ Kit to provide farmers engaging contractors with an overview of 
what is, and is not, an independent contracting arrangement. 

The kit follows independent contracting legislation in 2006, affirming the right 
of contractors to a commercial relationship with farmers, rather than a deemed 
employment relationship. 

It includes a valuable checklist of key indicators of a contracting, as opposed to 
employment, agreement and some key information about the obligations arising 
from engaging independent contractors.  

The kit is available from http://www.nff.org.au/policy/workplace.html

Independent contractors’ kit

“It’s a struggle to 
find suitable people 

that are capable, 
willing to do the job 

and are legal.”

Changes to backpacker 
arrangements two years ago have 
helped to ease the labour problem 
in major centres like Mildura.



should address the risk of people over-
staying.

“But whatever the solution is, I don’t 
think there’s been enough interest 
generally shown by people and decision 
makers in helping to find a solution.”

The Australian Table Grape Growers 
Association (ATGA) Chairman Nick 
Muraca said the industry was keen to 
see the new government’s hand on the 
issue.

“This season will be like any other 
season where we are going to be looking 
as much as any other year for labour 
solutions,” Mr Muraca said.

“We’d welcome any help the government 
departments can offer to entice workers 
to fruit-growing areas because under the 
current conditions the last thing we need 
to be faced with is a lack of labour at 
harvest time.”

Mr Muraca said he hoped the 
government would consider tax 
incentives for backpackers doing fruit 
picking and packing work.

“Fruit pickers pay a concessional rate of 
tax, of about 13%.

“But that concession is not available to 
back-packers – they pay the regular tax 
rates, even though they are doing the 
same work.

“If they were on concessional tax rates 
that might be the encouragement they 
need to stay even beyond the three 
months – the period of time they need to 
stay to qualify for their visa extensions.

“While the existing arrangements for 
backpackers have been terrific for some 
areas, we still need another sweetener.”

Mr Muraca said growers who took 
the time to forge good relationships 
with their pickers generally reaped the 
benefits long-term. 

“Growers generally avoid using job 
agencies to source staff because the 

workers we are sent are often not up to 
the task,” he said.

“They want to send long-term 
unemployed people because that’s what 
job agencies are paid most for.

“Then when the workers don’t stay the 
agencies criticise growers and blame 
bad conditions or accommodation.

“We generally find it’s better to source 
our own labour. If you take the time 
to forge good relationships then you 
will find workers will either return 
next season, or by word of mouth and 
networks, they will send their friends,” 
he said.
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The Department of Immigration provides information to employers to guide their 
dealings with people in Australia who are in the country temporarily and who 
may have the right to work. 

The department has an online facility which allows employers and labour 
suppliers to check the work entitlements of prospective employees who were 
born outside Australia. You will need to register with the department to use this 
service and follow the online instructions. This free service is available 24 hours, 
seven days a week.

More information at: http://www.immi.gov.au/managing-australias-borders/
compliance/info-employers/who-can-you-employ.htm

Dealing with the Department 
of Immigration

Grape picking can be a rewarding and fun job provided people want to do the work.
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Consumers are fickle creatures and as 
a result are constantly changing their 
preferences for not only the type of fruit 
they want to consume, but also the 
variety.

In these competitive times where global 
competition is fierce, growers need to 
stay ahead of the changes in consumer 
tastes and ensure that the varieties 
they grow match those being sought by 
consumers.

In recent years this has seen an 
increase in demand for seedless 
varieties.

In addition to satisfying consumers, 
progressive growers are always on the 
lookout for more profitable varieties 
with attributes such as greater yields, 
bigger berries, longer shelf life and 
resistance to pest and diseases.

The current drought and water situation 
has made many of us re-evaluate the 
viability of all our plantings. 

We have to make decisions about what 
to keep, and what to sacrifice.

Top working
Top working offers a quick return to 
production when changing varieties. 
The root system of the recipient root 
stock is mature and well developed. The 
root spread and penetration to water 
and nutrient sources is established and 
so the newly grafted variety is able to 
tap into readily available water and 
minerals.

The micro-organisms that are specific 
to the type and variety of root stock 
have also colonised the soils and 
the vine root zone, so the plant’s 
infrastructure for nutrient cycling and 
water harvesting are already in place 
provided the soils are healthy and 

the nutrient load is balanced with the 
correct ratios in place.

The type of top working can make 
a big difference to the success of 
the undertaking. There are two main 
methods of top working – (1) wedge 
and cleft grafting and (2) chip and T 
budding.

Wedge and cleft grafting using 
sections of lignified canes of scion 
wood, is ideal for older, more mature 
plants, provided that the wounds and 
the graft site is well protected against 
drying out. 

This method requires the vine trunk be 
cut during dormancy, leaving none of 
the fruiting wood to develop foliage. 

This is an ‘all or none’ method and 
requires the wedge to ‘take’. If the 
wedge does not take, the vine will most 
probably push out green root stock 
shoots or die.

A new green shoot that ‘suckers’ from 
the root stock can be taken up to form 
a new trunk which can be grafted in the 
following season once the new trunk 
has lignified (gone woody).

Chip and T budding is quite different. 
The recipient vine is pruned back to 
two canes and allowed to grow in the 
normal way. 

The canopy is greatly reduced (to 
20%), but the vine is still growing. 
Sap is flowing, shoots and leaves are 
developing. The vine is transpiring so 

the roots are kept active feeding the 
leaves. The beneficial micro-organisms 
around the roots are kept in place.

One or two one bud pieces of the new 
variety are grafted onto the trunk of the 
vine. Once callused, and with dormancy 
broken, the new buds shoot and 
develop. 

At a later stage, once the new variety 
has ‘hardened off’ and the shoots are 
stable and not subject to being broken 
off, the original material can be cut off. 
This can be done during the growing 
season or during the following winter. 

Crop from the original variety can be 
harvested if it is left in place to offset 
the costs of the change to a new 
variety.

Replant 
The other option is to clear the old vines 

The pros and cons of replant 
versus top working

By Andy Gordon

Machine grafted - note the good 
callusing.

Preparation for chip budding on mature wood.

“We have to make 
decisions about 

what to keep, and 
what to sacrifice.” 



characteristics required, is a very viable 
option. However, it is a more expensive 
option in the short term. In the long 
term it more than justifies the added 
cost over top working.

The risk in top working is the potential 
for disease in the old root stock 
being passed onto the new variety, 
compromising growth and yield. If the 
material is ‘clean’ then this risk is 
minimal.

Top working and replanting give 
the grower the flexibility to respond 
to changing conditions. In today’s 
global markets, this flexibility is very 
necessary. Regardless of the chosen 
method, one principle is paramount – 
Grafting material and planting material 
must be of a high health status to 
ensure success in the transition and 
afterwards in the productivity of 
the vines and the quality of the fruit 
produced. 

Andy Gordon is the Manager at KC Vine 
Nursery, Mildura.

and replant with one or two year old 
grafted material from an accredited 
nursery. 

The advantages of replanting are in 
the quality of the planting material 
and the ability to change root stock 
to suit the new variety and the soil 
type it will planted in. It also enables 
a change of variety clone to types that 
are in demand, so the grower is able to 
respond to changes in the market.

Low water usage in the establishment 
period for graftlings is a significant 
advantage in these low water 
availability times. Precious water can be 
diverted to growing a valuable crop on 
the other vines in the vineyard. 

The new vines should be disease-free if 
the material is certified. Only accredited 
nurseries can access certified material. 

Healthy material of the desired clone, 
matched to a root stock that gives the 
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Single V graft wedge on young 
vines.

Cleft and wedge into trunk 
of older vines.

“A Revolution in the Nailing of Grape Covers”

The Ringnail Fastener
Tony Lando 0418 346 352  •  Ph/Fax: (03) 5023 7527  •  E: tony@ringnail.com.au  •  www.ringnail.com.au

Unlike the traditional nail which tears the plastic covers with it’s sharp head, the 
Ringnail pierces the covers EFFORTLESSLY, with no damage to the covers. 

Revolution in the Nailing ofRevolution in the Nailing of  GGrape Coverape Coverr
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“even in wild

winds the ringnails

still h
eld on’

Richard Lomman

Vice President ATGA

Table Grape growers of

Australia Pty Ltd

St George QLD

gg

“WOW, I saved

$500 on removal of 

Ringnails, over a 
60 acre patch,

compared to the 
traditional nail”,
Bevan Ball, Paringi.

Available from

and other leading stores.

Victorian irrigators will receive a rebate on their annual fixed water charges in 
recognition of them receiving reduced allocations this year.

The Victorian Government Drought Assistance Rebate will apply to water 
customers receiving less than 40% of their entitlement by December 1, 2007.  
The State Government is paying up to the first $1,000 of fixed charges, and 50% 
of the balance for bills higher than $1,000. 

Eligible customers will have the rebate applied against the Item Drought 
Assistance Rebate on accounts.

Fixed water charge rebate 
for Victorian irrigators 

All photos used in this article are 
courtesy of the CSIRO.
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One potential method of controlling vine 
vigour and improving fruit set and yield 
is to vary the in-row vine spacing. This 
method has been used successfully 
in other grape cultivars. A number of 
Sunraysia growers have experimented 
using Carina Currants grafted to 
Ramsey at in-row spacings up to 4.8m 
and reported improved productivity and 
grape quality. 

Experimental design
The Victorian Department of Primary 
industries (DPI) decided to test whether 
in-row spacing had any effect on vine 
vigour and yield of dried grape cultivars 
in a six year Horticulture Australia 
(HAL) project (DG03004). Funded 
through grower levies and matched 
Commonwealth Government funds, 
the project examined the influence 
of varying the in-row vine spacing on 
the productivity, water use efficiency 
and dried fruit quality of Sultana and 
Sunmuscat dried grape cultivars. 

Soil depth was also included as a 
covariate in the experimental design, 
as soil depth is known to influence 
the vigour response of vines to in-row 
spacing.

Five sites were designed to examine 
four different vine spacings (2.4m the 

The future success of the dried grape 
industry will depend on the adoption 
of production techniques that improve 
productivity.

The Shaw Swingarm trellis has assisted 
the dried grape industry in Australia to 
improve its productivity and reduce the 
costs of production with trellis drying, 
mechanisation of summer pruning, 
spray removal of unwanted cordon 
bunches, mechanical leaf stripping to 
enable better wetting and assist faster 
drying, and the development of the 
radial head mechanical harvester.

However, the combination of improved 
irrigation techniques and the use 
of grafted vines in the more fertile 
soils has seen increased reporting of 
excessive vigour of grafted vine on 
Shaw trellis. 

Even though Swingarm trellis is 
regarded as best practice, there 
are still major problems with the 
seasonal fruitfulness and yield of dried 
grape cultivars such as Sultana. The 
fruitfulness of this variety depends on 
developing buds receiving adequate 
levels of light and temperature during 
the critical stages of bud initiation 
(November-December) 15-17 months 
prior to actual harvest.

industry standard; 3.6m and two 4.8m 
spacing configurations) across three 
different soil types for both Sultana 
grafted to Ramsey rootstock and 
Sunmuscat grafted to 1103 Paulsen 
rootstock.

Existing vineyards at each of the sites 
were converted to the various test vines 
spacings. This conversion phase of the 
experiment required a considerable 
period of re-trellising and re-training 
and took two years to reach full 
production.

All sites selected were irrigated 
using sprinkler irrigation and the 
recommendations made below may 
not apply when using another type of 
irrigation system. 

Key findings
Sultana grafted to Ramsey:
■ The 3.6m and 4.8m vine spaces had 

no effect on dried vine fruit yield 
when water and nitrogen was non-
limiting. This will however provide the 
grower with a considerable saving of 
13% in the establishment costs of a 
new planting. These calculations were 
made using the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) cost calculator for 
Shaw Swingarm trellis CD available 
from the ADFA. 

Wider in-row vine spacing improves 
dried grape yield and quality

Sultana grafted to Ramsey with vine planted adjacent to post at 4.8 metre in-row spacing illustrating the large distance and 
reduced amount of obstacles within the vine row enabling machinery to be operated more efficiently.



Sultana on Ramsey (soil 600mm), pictured early January 2001 (left) when the trial 
was established and again in February 2003 (right). 

New Director elected to HAL Board
Mr Hargreaves said it was a privilege 
to be a Director of HAL, a company 
which is responsible for activities which 
have a major effect on a wide range of 
horticultural industries. 

“I hope my lifetime experience in export 
and 20 years in horticulture will enable 
me to have some useful input into the 
Board team,” he said.

David Cliffe, the principal of plant 
propagation production nursery 
Narromine Transplants, was re-elected 
to the Board after a successful three-
year term.

Mr Cliffe said that he was grateful to 
be able to spend another term on the 
Board of HAL after what had been an 
eventful and very progressive first three 
years. 

A new Director, 
Graeme Hargreaves, 
was elected 
to Horticulture 
Australia Limited’s 
(HAL) Board at the 
company’s annual 
general meeting 
held in Sydney 
at the end of 
November.

Macadamia grower 
and former Trade 
Commissioner 

Graeme Hargreaves was elected to the 
Board, filling the vacancy left by retiring 
Director Craig Gordois. 

Mr Hargreaves is a past chair of 
the Australian Macadamia Society 
(AMS) and has been involved in the 
horticulture industry in growing and 
marketing macadamias for the last 
15 years for the domestic and export 
markets.

“Graeme Hargreaves was a senior Trade 
Commissioner in Africa, the Middle 
East, New Zealand, South America, the 
Caribbean and Singapore. He brings a 
wealth of experience and knowledge 
to the HAL Board and I very much look 
forward to working with him,” HAL 
Chair Dr Nigel Steele Scott said.

“I think that horticulture has some 
enormous challenges ahead of it in 
relation to water, skill shortages and 
overseas competition,” he said. 

“I also believe that the experience I 
have gained from being a HAL Board 
Member and in managing my own 
business during some difficult times, 
will enable me to make a meaningful 
contribution to the decision making 
process.”

Dr Steele Scott said retiring Director 
Craig Gordois had made a great 
contribution to the Board.

“Craig provided a strong commercial 
perspective as well as an extensive 
understanding of the supply chain from 
production to marketing,” Dr Steele 
Scott said. 

“These skills as well as his financial 
acumen enabled Craig to make a 
valuable contribution to the Board which 
is appreciated by other Board members 
and the industries we represent.”

The current directors of the HAL Board 
are: Nigel Steele Scott (Chair), Robert 
Seldon (Deputy Chair), Kenneth Boundy, 
David Cliffe, Graeme Hargreaves, Terry 
Hill, Sandra Hook, Peter Walker, John 
Webster (Managing Director).
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■ The 4.8m spacing also provides an 
ideal vineyard planting for efficient 
operation of machinery particularly 
during cane cutting (summer 
pruning), wetting and harvesting. 

Sunmuscat grafted to 1103 Paulsen:

■ The 3.6m vine spacing had no effect 
on dried vine yield when water and 
nitrogen was non-limiting.

■ Increasing vine spacing to 3.6m was 
found to be consistently the highest 
yielding vine spacing for Sunmuscat 
grafted to 1103 Paulsen. This was 
due mainly to the production of 
more bunches per metre of cordon. 
The 600mm topsoil site showed 
the highest increase in the 5 year 
average grower returns of $93 a 
hectare, the 450mm topsoil showed 
an increase of only $1.30 a hectare 
and the 300mm site showed a $13 
reduction per hectare (prices based 
on 5 Crown light from Sunbeam 
Foods 2007 price schedule).

General findings:
■ The measuring of cane number per 

metre along a cordon is showing 
potential as a tool for yield forecasting 

and a vine health indicator for vines 
grown on the Shaw trellis system. 

■ An important consideration when 
planting a new area is to plant the 
vine as near as practical to the 
intermediate post. This will prevent 
the cordon wire from sagging at the 
vine crown when under a full crop 
load and allow the young vine trunk 
to remain as straight as possible. 
Planting the vine at the post also 

minimises the amount of obstacles 
the mechanical cutter, wetter and 
harvester has to negotiate, making 
driving quicker and easier for the 
operator and also minimises losses of 
chemical and fruit during the wetting 
and harvest operations.

Contact: Mark Krstic

Victorian DPI

Tel: (03) 5051 4500

Email: Mark.Krstic@dpi.vic.gov.au

Graeme 
Hargreaves, the 
newest edition to 
the  HAL Board.

“Graeme Hargreaves 
was a senior Trade 
Commissioner in 

Africa, the Middle East, 
New Zealand, South 

America, the Caribbean 
and Singapore. ” 
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There are many sources of information 
on assistance measures and services 
that are available for farmers, 
their families and the community 
and agriculture dependent small 
businesses. Detailed below is a list of 
support measures and services that are 
available in the Murray-Darling Basin.

DAFF
www.daff.gov.au/agriculture-food/
drought

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry (DAFF) can provide 
information on the types of financial, 
personal and business assistance 
measures provided by the Australian 
Government and other organisations. 
This includes information on:

■ Revised eligibility requirements for 
the; Exceptional Circumstances 
Relief Payment (ECRP) , Exceptional 
Circumstances Professional Advice 
and Planning Grant, Exceptional 
Circumstances Exit Assistance 
Package and other types of 
assistance continues to be available. 

■ Revised eligibility requirements for 
assistance will extend income support 
and interest rate subsidies to many 
more eligible small businesses.

■ Services and programs are available 
for farm hands in drought-affected 
areas who have been laid off, face 
redundancy or are looking for work 
in a drought affected area. These 
services and programs aim to 
encourage and support people who 
wish to stay in rural communities.

■ Irrigator grants for eligible irrigators 
within the Murray-Darling Basin.

The range of support measures and 
services includes:

Income support - Personal income 
support payments

Interest rate subsidies - Exceptional 
Circumstances Interest Rate Subsidies 
(ECIRS)

Farm management deposits – A 
financial risk management tool to help 
smooth the uneven income streams

Rural financial counselling - Free 
and impartial financial counselling for 
farmers and small businesses.

Professional advice and planning 
grants - Grants of up to $5,500 (GST 
inclusive) to access professional 
business and financial planning advice.

Drought force - Helps both drought-
affected farms with their workforce 

needs and unemployed rural workers 
with income support for drought related 
activity.

Tax relief - Special taxation measures 
and concessions available to farmers 
affected by drought.

Farm help - Short-term assistance to 
obtain off-farm income or re-establish 
outside farming.

FarmBis – Assists farmers to 
participate in business and natural 
resource management learning 
activities.

Small businesses – EC income 
and business support for eligible 
agriculture-dependent small businesses 

CWA emergency aid grants - 
Emergency aid grants administered by 
the Country Women’s Association.

Social and emotional counselling - 
Free services for those suffering stress 
as a result of the drought.

Employment services - Job Search 
support, training and access to 
Newstart allowance rural workers

Drought contacts - State and Territory 
Government drought contacts.

Australian Government 
support
To find out more about financial grants 
and assistance, contact the Drought 
Assistance Line 13 23 16.

Other useful numbers include: Murray-
Darling Basin Assistance and 
Referral Line 1800 050 015 and the 
Farmer Assistance Line   
1800 050 585. 

Centrelink
www.centrelink.gov.au/internet/internet.
nsf/payments/drought_assist.htm

Centrelink can provide information on 
current drought assistance packages, 
payments and new rural grants. They 
are also expanding their social work 
and Rural Services Officer network to 
assist with the increased demand for 
services.

DPI Victoria
www.dpi.vic.gov.au/drought

Visit the website or call the Drought 
Information line 136 186. The 
website  has information on drought 
support services including:

■ New Victorian assistance measures 
including water rebates, one-on-one 
technical advice, on-farm productivity 
improvement grants, apprenticeship 
retention grants, and advice on grant 

eligibility criteria and how to best 
access government assistance.

■ Community support – government 
initiatives.

■ Counselling and personal support.
■ Water information and initiatives.

PIRSA 
www.pir.sa.gov.au/pirsa/drought

The drought conditions section of the 
Primary Industries and Resources 
South Australia (PIRSA) and Service 
SA websites provide information for 
those affected by drought conditions. 
Alternatively, the Drought Link Hotline 
180 20 20 contains details of drought 
support services in South Australia 
including:
■ Obtaining a copy of the River Murray 

irrigator’s toolkit.
■ Technical support on managing 

irrigated properties through drought. 
■ Summary of drought events.
■ Details of the full range of current 

drought response activities including 
planning for recovery.

■ Drought Apprenticeship Retention 
Program.

For advice and technical assistance, 
contact Rural Solutions SA   
(08) 8595 9100. 

NSW DPI 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/
emergency/drought

You can visit the website or call the 
Drought Hotline  1800 814 647 to 
enquire about drought support services 
in NSW, including: Managing in drought; 
drought assistance; current situation; 
planning to handle drought and drought 
recovery.

Rural Financial Counsellors
Farmers and rural small businesses 
seeking independent financial 
assistance should contact their local 
Rural Financial Counselling Service.

Rural Financial Counselling Service 
SA 1800 836 211.

Rural Financial Counselling Service 
Victoria/Sunraysia (03) 5022 0799.

BeyondBlue
www.beyondblue.org.au/index.aspx

The national depression initiative 
BeyondBlue provides support for 
anybody that is unable to cope with 
the current pressures bought on by the 
drought. BeyondBlue Information line 
- 1300 22 4636.

Financial and technical support



Survival options for 
low water allocations

Many growers have made, or are 
making, decisions about how they are 
going to best manage their properties 
this season. Some have chosen 
to grow a near to maximum crop, 
others a reduced crop from smaller 
productive areas or a smaller crop 
because of the reduced amount of 
water available to their orchards.

Most growers have accessed and 
adopted a number of property 
management and irrigation practices to 
conserve the small amount of valuable 
water available to them. Some of 
these practices are outlined below and 
should be considered by all growers.

Conduct a system check
All pressurised irrigation systems 
should be checked for such things as 
distribution uniformity, nozzle output 
and pressure and pump pressure.

Changes should be made wherever 
they are practical and economical.

Any faults in the irrigation system 
will show up when irrigations are 
run as lean as possible, so make 
sure you are on the lookout for dry 
patches and restricted growth.

Both the Victorian and New South 
Wales Departments of Primary 
Industry (DPI) can conduct 
systems checks free of charge. 

Irrigate at night
Time your irrigations to 
maximise water use.

If overhead sprinklers are used 
during the heat of the day as 
much as 30% of the water can 
be lost due to evaporation.

Research shows that by irrigating at 
night the maximum amount of water 
is made available for the vines to use.

Look at irrigation 
frequencies and durations
No matter how much water is applied, 
the evaporation from near the surface 
will be the same. Consideration needs 
to be given to extending the time 
between irrigations and increasing the 
amount applied in a single irrigation. 
This will increase the amount of 
available water to the vines after 
evaporation from the soil surface has 
occurred compared to frequent shallow 
irrigations where large percentages 
of water are lost to evaporation.

It is vital that water does not go beyond 
the root zone as this is water wasted. 
Only fill the soil profile to maximum 
Readily Available Water (RAW) level.

Don’t furrow irrigate 
across the entire row
Some growers using furrows are 
watering in furrows close to the vines. 
This will help reduce evaporation 
and water losses. Care needs to 
be taken to ensure that enough 
water is supplied to the limited root 
volume being irrigated and that the 
vines do not get too stressed.

Plan for no drainage
A leaching irrigation is sometimes 
applied when the quality of the 
irrigation water applied is poor. 
However, in the Sunraysia area, the 
water quality is adequate and vines 
will be able to survive the season 
without a leaching irrigation. 

It is important that vines are watered to 
soil capacity and not beyond this point. 
Once the soil fills up past this point 
excess water passing through the soil 

profile and past the root zone is water 
to drainage which is water lost or water 
wasted. Growers cannot afford to lose 
any excess water to drainage this year.

Make the most of rain events
If there is a small rain event (10-15 
millimetres), a ‘top up’ irrigation should 
be applied immediately. The amount 
of irrigation applied should equal the 
volume of water that would normally 
be applied with a scheduled irrigation 
less the amount of the rainfall. 

Rather than letting the rainfall 
evaporate and be of little use, by 
topping up the rainfall with irrigation 
water vines have access to their full 
compliment of water and valuable 
irrigation allocations are saved.

Have no green cover crops
Full cover weed control 
should be adopted. 

The weeds are sprayed so that 
they do not use water that could 
go to the vines and are either left 
standing or mulched to help reduce 
evaporation from the soil and lessen 
runoff from any rainfall that occurs.

Buy enough water
Growers who have bought water 
need to ensure that enough water has 
been bought to fully mature the crop. 
Buying only a few megalitres to see 
the vines through to January and not 
finish the crop is money wasted.
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Around the block

“It is vital that water 
does not go beyond 
the root zone as this 

is water wasted.” 

Full cover weed control should be adopted to minimise water losses from the soil
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For advertising 
in  

The experienced team for all your
advertising requirements anywhere in 

Australia and New Zealand

talk to our media representatives

Let me! plan, produce and manage your advertising

 

 

2 Lainie Court, Mildura 

Phone: (03) 5021 0671 - (03) 5021 5302

4A Eaton Place, Oakleigh

Regional office:

Melbourne offfice:

 
Noel Hiscock
0417 350657 advert9@bigpond.net.au

Geoff Bell
0417 577953 belladv@bigpond.net.au

Bobbie Pappin
0438 210676 bpappin@bigpond.com



Web: www.mfenterprises.com.au 




