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Another harvest is with us 
and I am amazed how much 
tougher it gets each year.

I have heard widespread comments 
from all districts stating that this 
has been a horrid year from the 
start and I heartily agree.

It has been a frustrating, nervous 
and confidence-destroying time for 
all since late winter 2007. The water 
situation and subsequent slashing 
of water allocations was the worst 
news many growers had faced in 
their life on the farm and forced 
them to make major decisions with 
no real knowledge of the future. 

We then had a dry spring and a run of 
hot spells during flowering and fruit 
set, which severely limited crop size 
and quality where water was sparse. 

An extended heat wave around 
New Year burnt some bunches and 
then rain around Australia Day saw 
extensive berry splitting on most 
varieties that were almost ripe. 

This is not what we expect 
for an average season.

Water values on the temporary market 
went from $600 per Megalitre in August 
2007 to $1200/ML in November and 
then down to $250/ML in January 2008.

Prices for dried fruit have risen 
significantly over last season, but 
most growers haven’t been able to 
benefit from these better returns 
due to lower than normal crop 
sizes – with the dominant limiting 
factor being lack of water. 

Decisions made to use less 
water than desirable along with 
the detrimental effects of this 
season’s weather conditions have 
seen some very poor outcomes 
on farms, with some vineyards 
producing non-commercial crops.

I advise all growers to carefully 
record what you did (or didn’t do) 
this season in your diaries before you 
forget. With the benefit of hindsight 
and the diary record you can assess 
where you think mistakes were 
made, so as not to repeat them 
if possible. Also record the good 
decisions made for future reference.

The prospect of living without a full 
allocation of water in the future is very 
real and the lessons we are learning 
now, through bitter experience, will 
be the basis for our future survival.

The next season’s water allocation level 
is too early to call, but the new water 
in the Darling River has given us a 
glimmer of hope. We need it to rain over 
the Victorian dam catchments all winter.

Working for a better future
The new Labour Government in 
Canberra is starting to make some 
policy decisions in areas that affect us 
as irrigation farmers. The Australian 
Dried Fruit Association (ADFA) is 
continuing to work on your behalf 
with those who can have an influence 
on the policy makers to try and get 
the best for all our members.

Meetings to be held in Canberra in early 
March include the National Farmers’ 
Federation (NFF) Workplace Relations 
Committee, covering employment 
and wage issues, as well as the NFF 
Policy Council which deals with a 
wide range of issues including water, 
trade, economic policy and more.

Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) 
and The Horticulture Australia Council 
(HAC) are working on a range of 
issues related to drought relief.

Also, during the February/March period, 
the HAL Industry Advisory Committees 
will meet to assess the research 
and development and marketing 
strategies for the coming year.

Plant Health Australia (PHA) meetings 
are progressing the actions to be taken 
by the viticulture industries in the event 
of a serious pest incursion or disease 
outbreak that would affect us all.

Recently, submissions were submitted 
by the ADFA, ADFA branches and 
individual growers to the Mildura Rural 
City Council in response to its options 
for the future planning in the Mildura 
Older Irrigation Areas. We await the 
outcome of their deliberations.

I hope the season finishes 
better than it started.

Peter Jones 
ADFA Chairman

A tough season for 
growers
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ATGA Chairman’s report

Nick Muraca
ATGA CHAIRMAN

On my first visit to the Brisbane markets 
early this season it was evident that the 
season was shaping up to be quite low 
in terms of volume. 

The good news however was that 
indicative prices at that time appeared 
able to compensate for the low volume.

But that was very early in the start of 
the Emerald season and it soon became 
obvious that the good times were not 
here to stay.

The problems began when Mother 
Nature delivered much unwanted rain in 
almost all table grape growing regions 
of Queensland, ruining most of the crop 
still on the vine. 

As harvest moved down into the 
southern regions the problems have 
followed. Growers in the Sunraysia 
area are facing what I believe is the 
worst season on record at such an early 
stage.

Thompson Seedless is by far the most 
popular variety grown in Sunraysia, 
accounting for 60% of total volume. 
But this season as maturity increased 
berries simply collapsed and fruit broke 
down at an incredible rate.

I estimate as much as three-quarters of 
the Sunraysia Thompson Seedless crop 
has been lost. 

Unfortunately the problem of berry 
collapse in Thompson Seedless is not 
new to growers, but what is alarming 
is the number of growers who have 
reported similar problems in Crimson 
Seedless this year. 

Four years ago the Australian Table 
Grape Association (ATGA) Industry 
Advisory Committee (IAC) decided berry 
collapse in Thompson Seedless was a 
major issue of concern to the industry 
and as a result a four year research 
project was put forward (TG04010). 
Peter Clingeleffer and the team at 
CSIRO are currently in the last of a four 
year project.

The ATGA Board recently met with 
CSIRO representatives to discuss the 
future of the project. The outcome 
of that meeting was a strong 
recommendation that the IAC extend 
the project to try and unravel the 
mysteries of this devastating disorder.

Berry collapse is the final straw for 
many growers in Sunraysia. It follows 
a difficult season where low water 
allocations for irrigation have forced 
growers to buy additional water at up to 

$1100 per megalitre in order to produce 
this season’s crop – and now much of 
that early season crop has been lost to 
berry collapse.

Unfortunately the West Australians have 
not been spared this season either. 

Talking to ATGA delegate Matt Katich 
I am advised that a combination of 
extreme heat followed by rain at 
harvest time has proved difficult for WA 
growers in the Swan Valley.

With so much doom and gloom in the 
table grape industry and in horticulture 
as a rule, I believe it is imperative that 
the industry continues to work together 
to find a way forward so that it will be 
business as usual next year.

On a more positive note, the ATGA 
Board has recently had the privilege 
of hosting an official government 
delegation from China. It is hoped the 
progress made during this week will 
assist greatly in fast tracking the ever 
needed market access for table grapes 
into China. 

With this the most difficult Chairman’s 
report I have written I will conclude and 
look forward to addressing you in the 
next edition of The	Vine and hopefully 
with better news.

Nick Muraca 
ATGA Chairman

Difficult season just 
keeps getting harder
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Maturity standards key to WA success
legislation have resulted in a fail-safe, 
effective system.

In the 1900s, government inspectors 
gazetted under the Act, carried out 
random inspections of table grape 
consignments at the Perth central 
markets. Growers of fruit that did not 
reach the minimum brix standard were 
notified of the rejection and the grower 
would come and collect their fruit. 

Too often the ‘rejected’ fruit was simply 
backdoor marketed elsewhere.

Table Grapes WA President Roger 
Fahl said industry was aware 
backdoor marketing was responsible 
for a growing number of consumer 
complaints and declining sales.

“At the end of the day, if the consumer 
doesn’t like what we produce, there’s 
no point producing it,” he said.

“It was clear that as an industry we 
needed to make some changes.”

The APC Table Grape Producers’ 
Committee called for further research 
to substantiate the maturity standards 
that had previously been in place, an 
inspection system that captured more 
of the market, and not just fruit sold 
at Canningvale markets, and just as 
importantly a means of preventing 
rejected fruit from reaching consumers.

Science is the key
The new system had to be based on 
sound science. 

Western Australian table grape growers 
are enjoying increased sales thanks 
to the introduction of compulsory 
minimum maturity standards. 

The WA maturity standards program 
aims to eliminate sour, immature 
fruit from the market through a set 
of scientifically deduced minimum 
maturity standards. What makes it 
different from all others in Australia is 
that the program is backed by state 
legislation.

Table grapes do not ripen once removed 
from the vine, so it is important that 
berries are fully mature before harvest. 
The minimum levels set out in the 
standards ensure fruit will be sweet and 
pleasant to eat. 

Furthermore, under the legislation fruit 
that does not comply with the minimum 
standards is destroyed, so there is no 
chance of that fruit reaching consumers 
and tarnishing the reputation of the 
industry. 

A local levy of $0.007/kilogram is paid 
to the Agricultural Produce Commission 
(APC) which funds table grape 
promotion and inspection services.

WA in the 1990s
Western Australia has always had a 
legislated grading and packing code 
for table grapes under the Agricultural 
Products Act 1929. But it is only in 
the past six years that changes to the 

The WA Department of Agriculture 
and Food – who had been conducting 
sensory analysis on Red globe – were 
asked to provide sensory evaluation 
data for other varieties grown in WA.

WA Department of Agriculture and Food 
Senior Technical Officer – Viticulture 
Colin Gordon said: “The industry sought 
consumer reactions for a range of 
varieties, looking at characteristics such 
as appearance, sweetness, sourness, 
crispness (texture), flavour and overall 
acceptability.

“That work has been the basis for 
the maturity standards. It continues 
today so that the standards constantly 
evolve to reflect changing consumer 
preferences.”

Mr Gordon said the sensory analysis 
targeted general consumers found in 
fresh market fruit and vegetable retail 
stores as well as general consumer 
groups. 

“We have also had students, the next 
generation of table grape buyers, 
participate in taste testing. 

“But perhaps the most important group 
was growers who needed to experience 
some of the immature sour fruit that 
was on the market in the 1990s,” he 
said.

Mr Gordon said the analysis was an 
important tool which enabled industry 
to quantify what consumers were 
looking for in their table grapes.

An	important	step	in	accepting	the	new	code	was	for	growers	to	experience	immature,	sour	fruit.



In developing the 
maturity standards 
Mr Gordon said 
it was important 
to recognise that 
table grapes 
could be broken 
into two distinct 
groups based on 
their acidity levels 
and that tests for 
maturity would 
vary accordingly.

Low acid varieties 
like Ribier, 
Millennium 
Muscat™ and 
Autumn Royal are 
termed ‘standard 
varieties’ and under the code must 
meet the designated minimum brix level 
to meet market grade. Varieties in this 
group that do not meet minimum brix 
readings will be rejected.

The second group is high acid or 
‘regional problem’ varieties that include 
Red globe, Flame Seedless, Perlette 
Thompson Seedless, Dawn Seedless 
and Crimson Seedless. 

Setting of minimum maturity in this 
second group is a little more complex. 
Two minimum brix levels (1 July to 31 
December and 1 January to 30 June) 
are prescribed for some varieties to 
take account of the climatic variability 
in WA’s vast production area. 

Mr Gordon said table grapes grown 
in the northern growing region of the 
state needed to have higher brix levels 
because of elevated acidity.

Under the code, if a line of table grapes 
belonging to the high acid or ‘regional 
problem’ category fails to meet the 
minimum brix test, a sugar:acid ratio 
will automatically be calculated. 

Varieties that do 
not then meet the 
minimum sugar:acid 
ratio will be rejected. 
Varieties that fail the 
brix test but pass the 
minimum sugar:acid 
ratio will be deemed 
market grade.

Mr Gordon said just 
before the start 
of each season 
WA Department 
of Agriculture and 
Food table grape 
officers made 
recommendations on 
minimum maturity 
standards for table 
grapes for that 

“We can’t please everyone, but as 
a general rule we have found that 
consumers like sweet berries,” he said. 

The code
On 24 August, 2001 a new code was 
born. The table grape grading code 
2001 was still under the Agricultural 
Products Act 1929, but differed in that 
the subjective parameters for quality 
had been removed and were replaced 
by parameters that could be specifically 
measured.

Under the new code table grapes must 
be graded as (a) market grade or (b) 
under grade. 

The code stipulated all table grapes 
graded as market grade must be 
‘mature’; meaning they must meet 
the minimum standard of maturity 
approved by the Director General for the 
relevant variety when tested in a manner 
approved by the Director General. And 
just as importantly, that all table grapes 
graded as under grade must not be sold.

Maturity standards 
Up until 1998 brix (a measurement of 
sugar levels) was the only measure used 
to determine table grape maturity and 
palatability, and it remains the primary 
measurement in the maturity standards. 
One of the main reasons for this is that 
brix levels can be easily measured with 
a refractometer, which is both affordable 
and portable for use in the field, packing 
shed or market place.

With the release of some new seedless 
varieties with higher acidity levels 
industry recognised the need to 
consider sugar:acid ratios as it is the 
balance of sugar to acid that governs 
overall palatability of the fruit. However, 
sugar:acid ratios are more difficult to 
measure and require more sophisticated 
and expensive laboratory equipment.

particular season based on preharvest 
maturity testing and the database 
established for each of the varieties.

The APC Table Grape Producers 
Committee considers the 
recommendations before advocating 
to the Director General that they be 
adopted.

Once approved, all table grape 
producers, store managers, produce 
buyers and fresh produce managers 
are advised of the maturity standards 
for that season and that inspections will 
be carried out to ensure table grapes 
meet the minimum prescribed maturity 
standards. 

The power to enforce
“It only takes one grower who takes 
advantage of good prices and supplies 
immature fruit to ruin the eating 
experience for consumers and lose 
potential sales for six weeks or more,” 
Mr Gordon said.

“That’s why it is important that under 
the new code table grapes can be 
inspected anywhere at any time.”

The APC Table Grape Producers 
Committee contracts private and 
gazetted market inspectors to inspect 
table grapes at the Canningvale 
markets, distribution centres, on retail 
shelves and even roadside stalls.

When a line of fruit fails the minimum 
brix (and/or minimum sugar:acid 
ratio) a detention order is placed on 
the line, the grower is notified and a 
further verification test is conducted 
by the Department of Agriculture and 
Food. If the sample fails that test a 
destruction notice is issued and the fruit 
is destroyed under the supervision of a 
quarantine officer.

Mr Fahl said it was always a bit 
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In	the	controlled	environment	of	Curtin	University	of	
Technology’s	sensory	analysis	laboratory	researchers	alter	
the	lighting	so	participants	are	not	influenced	by	the	colour	
of	the	berry.

Laboratory	equipment	such	as	this	are	used	to	verify	grapes	
meet	minimum	brix	and/or	sugar:acid	ratios.

■  CONTINUED ON PAGE 8  ■
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Horticulturalists set to gain from 
Drought Information Service

In September last year, the Australian 
Government announced a drought 
response support funding package of 
$7.5 million to assist growers in the 
Murray-Darling Basin. Horticulture 
Australia Limited (HAL) is managing 
the horticulture portion of the funding, 
which is being used for the project 
Drought Information Delivery for 
Horticulture. 

The project’s objectives are to:

1. Provide horticulture irrigators in the 
Murray-Darling Basin with access 
to good agronomic and financial 
information to assist in making 
important business decisions.

2. Ensure information provided is 
specific and tailored to meet the 
regional needs of horticulture 
irrigators in the Murray-Darling 
Basin.

3. Support horticulture irrigators in 
Murray-Darling Basin during decision 
making process.

4. Increase the capacity of the 
horticulture industry to deal with 
conditions of water scarcity so 
horticulture remains a viable industry 
under those conditions.

5. Identify and liaise with growers who 
are not currently accessing industry 
assistance programs.

The program is tailored to meet 
regional needs and local extension 
providers will be contracted from April 
to November in the Mildura region.

We expect to put in place a team of 
contractors who will report to Murray 
Valley Horticulture, which is a new 
group made up of representatives from 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA), Murray Valley Citrus Board 

(MVCB), Australian Table Grape 
Growers Association (ATGA) and Murray 
Valley Wine Growers (MVWG).

They will work in close cooperation 
with existing drought services.

The Regional Steering Group is well 
aware that this program must provide a 
high value service to growers, as many 
are feeling overloaded by the stress 
associated with low water allocation 
and poor harvests this year, particularly 
as it follows several years of poor 
product returns. 

It has been identified that this coming 
season will be a ‘cross roads’ for many 
growers, with important decisions 
regarding:

■	Retirement and succession planning.

■ Water purchasing/sale. 

■ Redevelopment 

■ Recovery financial strategies.

We intend for the project to provide: 

■ Information specific to individual 
growers’ needs.

■ Business assessment for refinancing 
next year’s crop/water needs. 

■ Linkages with other professional 
support, including agronomy, 
accountants, Centrelink and mental 
health support services.  

■ Linkages with other programs 
providing support to irrigators.

Growers have already taken various 
steps to manage their way through 
the drought. This is an opportunity to 
assess whether those measures are 
working.

Extension providers will do this 
by sitting down with growers and 
discussing their situation and the 
options available. 

In many instances, extension providers 
will act as a sounding board, with a 
thorough understanding of the issues 
growers face and consequences of 
decisions made.

Ideally these people will be local people 
who will work with local grower bodies 
and other local organisations. They 
will be appointed in Sunraysia, the 
Riverland, Shepparton/Swan Hill and 
Griffith.

We are hoping for a team of three to 
five people in the Mildura region to 
work in localities such as Robinvale, 
Red Cliffs, Merbein, Mildura, Nangiloc, 
Coomealla and Buronga.

All horticultural growers will be invited 
to participate in the program. It is a 
free service, which can lead to more 
confident successful businesses. 

We envisage that growers will have an 
initial assessment meeting to identify 
key choices for 2008/09 and then a 
follow up meeting a month later.

We want this to be a valuable service 
that results in a better 2008/09 year.

As soon as the extension providers 
have been appointed, growers can 
expect to hear how to be involved.

We encourage you to take part. There 
is nothing to lose and everything to 
gain.

Charles	Thompson	is	the	National	
Coordinator	for	the	Drought	Information	
Delivery	for	Horticulture	project	funded	
by	Horticulture	Australia	Limited.

Contact:	Charles	Thompson

Principal	Consultant	RMCG

Tel:	(03)	5441	4821

Email:	charlest@rmcg.com.au

By Charles Thompson

daunting during harvest with the 
constant threat of a destruction notice 
if fruit failed to meet minimum maturity 
standards.

“We start testing a variety about two to 
three weeks before harvest is expected 
to commence. Fruit is tested every three 
to four days by a consultant and we are 
constantly checking and rechecking to 
make sure we’ve got it right,” he said.

Mr Fahl said the system had been easy 

to implement and now the constant 
monitoring of brix levels was accepted 
as part of general management 
practices. 

“The only real hassle that we have 
found is that compliance with the 
minimum maturity standards decreases 
the harvest window and this just means 
we sometimes have to put on additional 
pickers to get the fruit off the vine in 
time.”

Making a difference
The 2001 table grape grading code has 

made a difference to the WA table grape 
industry. 

“From a grower’s perspective the 
program is a good thing, ensuring that 
we produce fruit that consumers want 
to buy,” Mr Fahl said.

“The number of inspection rejections 
decreased rapidly in the first few years 
of the program and we have seen 
increased sales year-in year-out. Per 
capita consumption has risen and in 
the last few years we have struggled to 
keep up with demand.”

■  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7  ■



Mildura in the spotlight
In a bid to generate far-reaching 
coverage to reach as many Australians 
as possible at peak grape harvesting 
time, the Australian Table Grape 
Association (ATGA) joined forces 
with the Australian Dried Fruit 
Association (ADFA) to capture the 
attention of national television 
programs from their Mildura base. 

The industries viewed an opportunity 
to educate consumers about the 
produce they see in store, familiarising 
them with the grower region and the 
processes behind getting grapes from 
vine to table, be they fresh or dried. 

The Today show was invited to Mildura 
to record its live weather crosses from 
a table grape farm on 12 February 
to boost consumer awareness of the 
availability of grapes at this peak time. 

Barry Pedersen’s farm Windtan 
at Parigini was taken over for the 
morning by a camera crew led 
by presenter Steve Jacobs, who 
worked his way from up among the 
vines to down by the Murray River 
throughout the six live crosses. 

Mr Jacobs told viewers how wonderful 
Mildura was, how perfect the fresh and 
dried grapes were and how healthy 
they were for the whole family. 

Using the table grape campaign 
tagline of ‘little rays of sunshine’ and 
calling grapes ‘nature’s little snack’, 
as per table grapes’ new positioning, 
he dedicated each cross to the 
key messages supplied by the two 
industries. These included nutritional 
benefits, availability and varieties, all 
of which will positively reinforce the 
benefits of purchasing fresh and dried 
grapes in the minds of consumers. 

Mr Jacobs showcased grape pickers 
in action and finished his last segment 
down by the river with many dried and 
fresh grape growers in the background, 
offering consumers fantastic insight 
into the daily life of grape growers.

276,000 Australians nationally tuned 
in to watch the program, with a peak 
viewership between 7.30 and 8am 
when the process of drying grapes was 
discussed and grapes in various stages 
of drying were shown to viewers. 

Back in the studio, host Karl Stefanovic 
bantered with Mr Jacobs about 
dried grapes being a great way 
to keep children amused, as they 
try to eat them one at a time. 

With Mr Stefanovic an ambassador 
for Mildura, he was also quick to 
mention how beautiful the area is 

and how hard grape growers work 
in the face of the drought – always a 
plus in helping to remind consumers 
that grapes offer great value as 
snack foods, considering the effort 
involved in getting them into stores. 

It seems the TV bug is catching.  

A week after Channel Nine’s crew 
left, a TV crew from Channel Ten’s 
9am	with	David	and	Kim filmed 
in Mildura over two days. 

ATGA Chairman Nick Muraca and ADFA 
Chairman Peter Jones were interviewed, 
providing positive representations 
of both industries. The crew also 
filmed Stefano de Pieri preparing a 
traditional Italian bread recipe using 
grapes from his café, 27 Deakin.

Mr de Pieri has always been a 
big supporter of the local grape 
industry and his expertise and 
time were greatly appreciated.

Grape-themed segments on 9am	
with	David	and	Kim are scheduled 
to air on 3 and 7 March.

Both ATGA and ADFA would like to thank 
Mildura Tourism as well as Deanna 
Brown from Horticulture Australia 
Limited’s public relations agency Mango 
Communications for their support and 
commitment to this joint project.
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Steve	Jacobs	from	Channel	nine’s	Today	show	filmed	six	live	segments	at	Barry	Pedersen’s	farm	Windtan	at	Parigini	on	the	
River	Murray.
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Government says cuts needed 
to fight inflation

Government spending has been slashed 
by $642 million over four years as the 
new Federal Government strives to 
relieve pressure on inflation and interest 
rates.

Finance Minister Lindsay Tanner said the 
new government’s razor gang had a two-
stage plan to cut government spending.

The first stage is the immediate 
spending cuts of $642.9 million over 
four years, including $243 (million) in the 
current financial year.

Mr Tanner told the National Press Club 
that the initial cuts were a modest 
downpayment on the task ahead and 
that larger cuts could be expected on 
budget night.

He said the government needed to 
make tough decisions and make smart 
investments to put maximum downward 
pressure on inflation in the Australian 
economy. The Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd and his razor gang have examined 
the former government’s last minute 
spending commitments and revised or 
abandoned them.

Cuts have been made across the board 
and include decisions to not proceed 
with the former government’s Innovation 
Ambassador’s Program, Flemington 
Racecourse’s alternative water strategy 
or funding for the proposed Fishing Hall 

of Fame or the Australian National Rugby 
Academy.

In the bush growers will feel the effects 
of the razor gang with the abolishment of 
the growing regions program ($147.5m) 
and Apprenticeship Incentives for 
Agriculture and Horticulture ($47.7m).

Expenditure for the 2007 Drought 
Package has been revised down. 

Mr Tanner said the estimated cost of 
re-establishment assistance for farmers 
affected by the drought had been revised 
down to $98.8m over the four years due 
to a lower than expected rate of uptake. 

He stressed the revision reflected 
current rate of uptake by farmers and 
that there had been no change to the 
eligibility criteria of the program and 
no limit placed on the number of re-
establishment grants available.

Communication for the Drought 
Package 2007 would also be revised, 
although funding of $3.3 million will 
continue to be provided in 2007-08 for 
communications and media advertising.

Savings in the National Plan for Water 
Security would also occur through 
reduced departmental funding for the 
Murray-Darling Basin Authority ($45m) 
and the Bureau of Meteorology ($5m).

More cuts to come
Mr Tanner said that during the election 
campaign Labour had identified $10 
billion in savings.

“The 2008 budget will not be the 
end of the razor gang’s work. It’s the 
beginning,” Mr Tanner said. 

“Stage two of the razor gang will be part 
of a wider reform agenda. 

“We intend to radically increase 
efficiency, transparency and 
accountability in government.” 

Mr Tanner said Labour was seeking a 
transformation in the way government 
works, how much it costs and how much 
financial information it publishes.

“The second stage of the razor gang will 
be an extensive program-by-program, 
agency-by-agency review of government 
spending and tax concessions to be 
completed before the 2008-09 mid-year 
economic and fiscal outlook is released.”

He said the second stage would deliver 
savings and improve the equality of 
expenditure.

Mr Tanner said the procurement of goods 
and services by the government would 
also be overhauled.

Disciplined processes were the 
essential foundation to strong budget 
management, he said.

“The strategic budget committee will 
meet at the beginning of each budget 
cycle to set the strategic direction for 
future budgets.

“All expenditure decisions will be taken 
through the annual budget process 
unless there is a genuine and urgent 
need for consideration outside that at 
another time.”

He said this process would ensure the 
highest priorities were identified.

“We also intend to have the expenditure 
review committee meet throughout the 
year, not just for a few weeks during the 
budget process.”

“The first stage is the 
immediate spending 
cuts of $642.9 million 

over four years.” 

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd recently 
outlined his five point plan to fight 
inflation which aims to:
■ Achieve a budget surplus of at least 

1.5% of GDP in 2008-09, provided 
growth prospects remain as 
currently anticipated. 

■ Examine all options to provide real 
incentive to encourage private 
savings. 

■ Tackle chronic skill shortages in the 
economy. 

■ Provide national leadership to tackle 
infrastructure bottlenecks. 

■ Provide practical ways of helping 
people re-enter the workforce and 
remove disincentives to working 
hard - to lift workforce participation. 

PM’s five point 
plan to fight 

inflation



Immigration package to 
tackle skills shortage

negotiations with other countries in 
progress to expand the reciprocal 
Working Holiday visa program for young 
people.

To specifically assist the construction 
industry, changes to the Working 
Holiday visa program will enable people 
who undertake at least three months 
work in the construction sector in 
regional Australia to extend their 12 
month working holiday visa by another 
year.

This provision is already available to 
people who work in primary industry in 
regional Australia, which includes the 
agriculture, forestry, fishing and mining 
industries.

Senator Evans said that the number of 
people who had extended their working 
holiday visa by another year under the 
scheme had almost trebled from 2,690 
in 2005/06 to 7,990 in 2006/07 and 
was expected to increase by 51% this 
financial year to more than 10,000.

Medium to long term solutions to 
the labour and skills shortage will be 
identified by the External Reference 
Group.

Senator Evans said the group would 
provide specific advice on ways to 
ensure the temporary work visa system, 
also known as the subclass 457 visa 
program, operates as effectively as 
possible in contributing to the supply of 
skilled labour.

The Temporary Business (Long Stay) 
visa (subclass 457) allows businesses 
to recruit skilled labour from overseas 
for temporary entry to Australia for 
between three months and four years.

Senator Evans said the package would 
complement the Rudd Government’s 
move to fast-track the establishment 
of Skills Australia, a statutory body 
that will provide the government with 
independent, high quality advice to 
assist us in targeting government 
investment in training. 

In addition to the new migration 
measures, Skills Australia will oversee 
the Rudd Government’s commitment to 
providing an additional 450,000 training 
places over the next four years and 
820,000 over the coming decade.

The first 20,000 of the Rudd 
Government’s additional training places 
will be available by April.

Grower’s quests for good workers 
during the harvest season may be 
a little easier in the future with the 
unveiling of an immigration package 
designed to address Australia’s skills 
and labour shortages.

As an immediate measure, the Skilled 
Migration program will be increased by 
6,000 places in 2007/08. The increase 
will be made up of permanent employer 
sponsored visas and General Skilled 
Migration visas.

“Employer sponsored visas are the 
highest priority because they put a 
migrant worker directly into a skilled 
job,” Minister for Immigration and 
Citizenship, Senator Chris Evans said.

The General Skilled Migration program 
selects people with the right skills and 
qualifications to work in industries 
where labour is in demand.

The additional 6,000 places will bring 
the total number of permanent visas 
granted under the Skill Stream of 
the migration program to 108,500 in 
2007/08.

An External Reference Group made up 
of industry experts will also examine 
how selected temporary skilled 
migration measures can help ease 
labour shortages in the medium to long 
term. 

Backpackers are a valuable source of 
labour for the horticulture industry as 
they follow the seasons and work their 
way around the country picking fruit 
and vegetables.

Senator Evans said the number of 
young people coming to Australia on 
working holidays continued to grow.

The number of people on Working 
Holiday visas has grown from 85,200 in 
2001/02 to 126,600 in 2006/07.

Further increases are likely with 
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“The number of 
people on Working 
Holiday visas has 

grown from 85,200 in 
2001/02 to 126,600 
in 2006/07. Further 

increases are likely....” 

GRAFTED
VINES – 2008

Autumn Royal on Freedom

Crimson on Paulsen

Crimson on Richter 99

Crimson on Kober 5BB

Crimson on Ruggeri

Crimson on Schwarzmann

Menindee on Freedom 

Menindee on H5 Sultana

Menindee on Paulsen

Menindee on Kober 5BB

Menindee on Schwarzmann

Red Globe on Dog Ridge

Sultana on Ramsey

Sun Muscat on Paulsen

Black American on Kober 5BB

Maroo Seedless on Paulsen
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A project to improve the cost-efficiency 
of dehydrating prunes is helping 
industry meet the challenges of 
increasing energy and labour costs to 
remain internationally competitive. 

In Australia the present cost of prune 
dehydration is about one third of the 
cost of production for average size 
prunes; and up to half of production 
costs for growers of smaller prunes. 
Depending on dehydrator design and 
the type of fuel used, fuel costs can be 
up to half of the total dehydration cost. 
Increasing fuel and labour costs are 
also key factors.

Henry Sabarez from Food Science 
Australia (FSA) leads a project 
(DP06002) to provide strategies 
to improve the cost-efficiency of 
commercial dehydration. The project 
has been facilitated by Horticulture 
Australia Limited (HAL) in partnership 
with the Australian Prune Industry 
Association (APIA) and has been funded 
by the national prune research and 
development (R&D) levy. The Australian 
Government provides matched funding 
for all HAL’s R&D activities.

The performance of existing prune 
dehydrator designs used across the 
entire industry is being assessed to 
establish the current heat energy 
requirements, energy efficiency and 
operating costs, and to gain better 
understanding of the drying conditions 
of these dehydrators. 

This information, together with 
results from laboratory trials and 
complementary computer modelling, 
will be utilised to determine the optimal 
operation of existing dehydration 
systems. 

Low cost energy sources for use 

in prune dehydrators are also 
being investigated as alternatives 
or supplements to current heating 
methods. Efficient energy storage 
and distribution systems for existing 
dehydrator designs will also be 
identified and developed.

Results to date
Commercial dehydration trials were 
conducted early in 2007. 

Nine different dehydrator designs were 
assessed to better understand the 
performance of dehydrator designs in 
current use.

The trials examined current energy 
requirements, energy efficiency, 
operating costs and drying process 
conditions. A number of process 
variables were continuously measured 
using a dedicated computer-based 
datalogging system developed for 
this purpose. Gas consumption was 
monitored and fruit moisture loss 
assessed. 

Remarkable differences were found 
in the drying performance between 
dehydrator designs in terms of 
production throughput, energy 
efficiency and fuel costs. Fuel costs 
per dried tonne of prunes varied from 
$93.70 to $647.10 depending on 
dehydrator design, operation, and the 
fuel used. Drying times ranged from 
13.8 to 51.0 hours.

Initial moisture contents of fresh plums 
ranged from 68.9 to 72.4%. Final 
moisture content of dried prunes varied 
significantly – from 2 to 28%; ideally 
moisture content is around 18 to 22%. 

A purpose-built test drying facility 
developed at FSA was also used to 

study the drying 
kinetics of 
prunes under 
controlled and 
simulated drying 
conditions and a 
matrix of drying 
process variables 
(temperature, 
relative humidity 
and airflow). Initial 
findings show 
the significant 
effects of process 
variables, notably 
remarkable 
differences in 

drying times between 60°C and higher 
temperatures.

2008 trials
Commercial dehydration trials are 
being repeated this year with fruit 
from the 2008 season to further 
assess the critical factors influencing 
the cost efficiency of the commercial 
dehydration of prunes. The results 
from these trials will assist the 
dehydrator operators in achieving 
optimal operation of drying systems 
with the implementation of possible 
modifications in the design and 
operation.

In addition, further laboratory drying 
experiments are being conducted in 
the 2008 fruit season to gain better 
understanding of the factors controlling 
the drying process of prunes for various 
dehydrator designs, and to gather data 
for model validation and testing. Results 
of the laboratory drying experiments 
from the 2007 fruit season were used 
to fine-tune the range of experimental 
drying variables for the 2008 fruit 
season experiments.

In parallel with these activities, 
preliminary investigations are being 
undertaken to identify and develop 
efficient energy storage and recovery 
systems, and low cost energy sources 
as alternatives or/ supplements to the 
heating systems used in the existing 
commercial prune dehydrators.

Contact:	Henry	Sabarez

Food	Science	Australia

Tel:	(02)	9490	8426

Email:	henry.sabarez@csiro.au

Turning up the heat 
on dehydration costs

Prunes	are	washed	and	spread	out	on	trays	to	be	placed	on	
racks	for	the	dehydrator.

Readings	at	this	commercial	dehydrator	
at	Zalunardos	will	help	determine	the	
critical	factors	influencing	the	cost	
efficiency	of	drying	prunes.



The Australian Prune Industry 
Association, (APIA) as the national 
representative of prune growers and 
processors, has expressed strong 
support for the retention of the current 
4% tariff on prunes imported from 
Chile.

APIA has presented arguments in 
favour of the tariff to Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) who will argue their 
case at the Australia-Chile free trade 
negotiations.

Arguments include:
■ High cost of labour in Australia. While 

prune production in Chile is labour 
intensive, the cost of that labour is 
relatively cheap.

■ Impacts from further tariff removal. 
There is clear evidence that since 
the elimination of tariffs on American 
prunes under the Australia-US Free 

Trade Agreement Australia has lost 
market share to American prunes.

■ Other defences. The Australian 
industry is not relying on tariff 
protection alone to retain and grow 
local market share. The industry 
is taking steps to improve its 
viability through a strong research 
program, new peak industry body 
administration arrangements and 
a continuing voluntary $40 per 
tonne levy to fund the promotion of 
Australian prunes. 

■ Regional Development. As a regional 
industry employing people in the 
Young, Riverina, Barossa Valley and 
South Australian Riverland areas, 
retention of existing tariffs will help 
to maintain jobs in those regions with 
the positive flow-on effect to the long 
term viability of rural communities.

Harvest of the Australian prune crop 
for 2007/08 began in mid-February 
with mixed results. Many growers are 
looking forward to the end of a difficult 
season. 

Prune growers in the Griffith area of 
the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area (MIA) 
began harvesting in second week of 
February.

Industry Development Manager (IDM) 
Anne Mooney said growers had 
been expecting a heavy crop, but 
unfortunately a late drop of fruit in late 
January meant forecast yields for the 
MIA have been reduced to about 3,000 
tonnes, which is up on last year. 

Studies in California suggest this late 
‘blue drop’ is caused by hot weather 
and tree stress. Growers also suggested 
the rain in January may have had an 
effect on fruit development.

NSW Agriculture (Orange) District 
Horticulturist Jeremy Bright said that 
under stress trees will shut down and 
fruit will not continue to develop. 

Mrs Mooney added that long periods 
with temperatures greater than 33°C 
during the end of December and early 
January were most likely a major 
contributing factor to the blue drop. 

Prune growers in the Young region 
of NSW have also had their share of 
production troubles.

Mrs Mooney said production in Young 
had been seriously affected by the 
prolonged drought. 

“Furthermore, a late frost in the 
Kingsvale area and hail damage in other 
areas has reduced already low yields, 
and made it a very difficult season for 
some growers.” 

The good news is that in both the 
MIA and Young areas yields are up 
on last year despite the drought 

The information collected will be strictly 
for the benefit of the prune industry. 

Your co-operation is sought with this 
project.

New contacts
As part of the new administration 
arrangements for the Australian 
Prune Industry Association (APIA), the 
Australian Dried Fruit Association (ADFA) 
has set up a new email address so 
that prune growers can contact their 
organisation: ausprune@adfa.asn.au 

APIA meetings for 2008
14 May:  APIA National   
  Executive at Griffith

16 July:  APIA National   
  Executive at Griffith

22-23 October: APIA Annual   
  Conference at Young

conditions. There are large areas of new 
plantings in the MIA that will come into 
production this year and in the next few 
years.

Planting survey
In order to remain globally competitive 
it is necessary for the prune industry 
to have accurate planting statistics. 
Current statistics are based on 
estimates. An accurate record of 
grower details and plantings will ensure 
effective use of current resources and 
allow for improved planning for the 
future

A survey of all prune plantings in the 
MIA, South Australia and Young will be 
undertaken in winter 2008 by the IDM. 
All growers will be contacted personally 
prior to visiting a region. 

Prune harvest under way
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Australian farmers are ready to play 
their part in driving a global solution to 
climate change said National Farmers’ 
Federation (NFF) Chief Executive Officer, 
Ben Fargher at the release of the 
interim report from the Garnaut Climate 
Change Review.

“As the interim report suggests, urgent 
policy responses are needed now 
to provide adaptation opportunities 
and mitigate emissions. It is crucial 
however, that government policy is 
designed appropriately, taking into 
account the unique set of factors 
affecting agriculture.” 

Mr Fargher said a farm system was not 
structured like a power plant, or any 
other sector. “The net carbon profile 
of a farm must take into account the 
complete life-cycle of the vast range of 
farm systems, each one different to the 
next.”

He argued for targeted research and 
development relevant at local and 
on-farm levels and the provision 
of commercially viable tools and 
mechanisms to help farmers contribute 
to the global mitigation effort.

“As we made clear in our initial 
submission to the Garnaut Review, the 
NFF recognises that an appropriately 
designed Australian Emissions Trading 
Scheme (ETS) can be the most 
economically efficient mechanism for 
reducing the nation’s emissions. 

“However, the costs of an ETS and other 
domestic policy responses to mitigate 
greenhouse gases must be distributed 
fairly across the Australian community,” 
he said.

“This is crucial for agriculture which 
currently faces practical limitations 
for coverage in an ETS in areas such 
as measurability and transaction 
costs. Farmers, as price takers in the 
marketplace, are extremely vulnerable 
to increasing costs that may result from 
the implementation of an ETS.”

NFF backs trade policy review 
A review of Australia’s export policies 
and programs, announced by the 
Federal Trade Minister, is a timely 
opportunity to ensure our trade policies 
and programs continue to deliver for 
Australian farmers, exporters and the 
broader Australian community.

“Generating almost $30 billion in 
exports for the Australian economy, 

Australian agriculture feeds millions 
of people around the globe with a 
significant 70% of what we produce 
reaching the international marketplace,” 
Mr Fargher said.

“Australian farmers depend on new 
and improved access to international 
markets to sustain and grow their 
businesses.”

Therefore, this comprehensive and 
independent review of export and trade 
policies, as well as implemented Free 
Trade Agreements (FTAs), must look to 
the future and identify the challenges 
and opportunities for Australia’s 
exporters – including farmers. 

“While it is important to learn from past 
experiences and examine FTAs already 
in place - including those of competing 
nations - before decisions can be made 
going forward, the core focus must be 
on what trade agreements should look 
like in the future. 

“It is vital the review also looks at the 
trading environment of the future, so 
that the Australian Government and 
industry can correctly prioritise our 
trade policy resources.

“Operating in the fiercely competitive 
global marketplace, Australian 
agriculture and our food exporters have 
much at stake in getting the policy 
settings right.” 

Fair dismissal code for small 
businesses
Labour is fulfilling its pre-election 
commitment to consult with small 
business representatives on the 
development of a fair dismissal code 
for small businesses and more broadly 
on the unfair dismissal regime that will 
apply for small businesses. 

The Small Business Working Group has 
been determined and met for the first 
time in late February.

Axed apprentice scheme
An urgent meeting with senior 
advisors from the Office of Deputy 
Prime Minister and Education Minister 
Julia Gillard in February saw the NFF 
pursue an assurance that the axing 
of the ‘Apprenticeship Incentives for 
Agriculture and Horticulture’ can be 
overturned. Advice is being sought from 
the Department, with it being made 
clear that there are unlikely to be any 
short-term results.

The NFF will continue to push the issue 
with the Federal Government, noting 
that scrapping the program will break a 
key election commitment and defies the 
government’s own priority on boosting 
education and training to curb inflation. 
Failing a quick resolution, members 
should be aware the NFF is preparing to 
make this a very public issue.

Other issues canvassed in the meeting 
included a cleaning up of the Vocational 
Education and Training (VET) system, 
Higher Education, skills and labour force 
needs, national curricula for secondary 
schools, trade training centres in 
schools, and Skills Australia.

An additional meeting will take place 
between advisors, key departmental 
staff and the NFF Skills Taskforce in the 
near future to pursue these issues. 

Chemicals of security concern
The Federal Government has released 
the Council of Australian Governments 
(CoAG) Draft Report on Chemicals of 
Security Concern for the final round of 
public consultation, with submissions 
due by 4 April, 2008.

Following consolidated input from 
industry stakeholders over the past 
12 months, the NFF has ensured that 
agricultural chemicals are largely 
unaffected by the new security 
framework.

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) will continue to work with both 
the NFF and the Horticulture Australia 
Council (HAC) to ensure that grower 
interests are protected during this final 
consultation phase.

Tax office shut-down
The Australian Tax Office has advised 
that it will shut-down their systems to 
upgrade the FBT processing systems 
from 2pm AEST 20 March, 2008 
through to 24 March 2008.

During this period the business 
portal will not be available, however, 
lodgement of monthly and quarterly 
business activity statements will not be 
affected.

Any queries should be directed 
to Sandra Mulcahy on (07) 
3907 2788 or via email 
ChangeProgramExternalReadiness@
ato.gov.au.

Garnaut acknowledges key issues 
for Australian farmers

NFF briefs
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Mildura field days to go ahead

The biggest horticulture field days in 
the north west of Victoria will go ahead 
despite the tough economic climate for 
Mildura’s horticultural industries.

Mildura’s growers are experiencing 
some of the most challenging times 
as farmers. The ongoing drought has 
resulted in low water allocations for 
irrigation, with horticulturists now under 
extreme pressure to manage their 
properties to survive and produce some 
crop with limited water or from reduced 
productive areas.

Access to the knowledge and expertise 
showcased at the field days will be 
especially relevant this year with the 
drought impacting on all horticultural 
industries.

To be held on Tuesday 27 and 
Wednesday 28 May 2008 at the TAFE 
site in Benetook Avenue Mildura, the 
Mildura Horticultural Field Days are 
a ‘must attend’ event for all irrigated 
horticulturists. 

It is an opportunity for growers to see 
the latest in technology and machinery 
and to seek advice from a wide range 
of advisory services. With the field days 
focused on horticulture and a special 
emphasis on viticulture, growers are 
encouraged to come along and see 
world’s best practice in action. 

Growers will be able to obtain the latest 
information on irrigation equipment, 
water conservation, management 
practices and related equipment.

Agronomic, financial and business 
planning advisory services will also 
be attending this year which will give 

growers the opportunity to obtain advice 
from the various agencies at the one 
convenient location.

Warren Lloyd, Chairman of the 
organising committee from the Mildura 
District Dried Fruits Association, said the 
committee had deliberately endeavoured 
to limit exhibits to those that were 
horticultural-based.

“Our organising committee is continuing 
with the policy of free admission and 
moderate fees for exhibitors, as an 
incentive for anyone attending,” he said. 

“The field day site has plenty of off-
street parking and a variety of food stalls 
to tempt all appetites.”

The committee is once again pleased 
to have Tasco Inland Petroleum as 
the sponsor of the entry prize into the 
field days. One thousand dollars of fuel 
divided over the two days is on offer in 
a lucky draw at the Tasco site for those 
patrons who enter the field days through 
the main drive into the car park. 

Once again the winners of the dried fruit 
competition for the 2008 season will be 
on display in the Australian Dried Fruit 
Association (ADFA) marquee. The awards 
will be presented on Wednesday as will 
the awards for the best sites.

Growers who have made gadgets this 
year are encouraged to exhibit them in 
the gadget ‘alley’. These can be entered 
by contacting the coordinator prior to 
the event or by bringing them to the site, 
preferably on Monday 26 May or early on 
the Tuesday morning of the field days.

Application forms have been posted to 

those exhibitors who attended last year’s 
field days. 

Any traders interested in attending or 
needing further information can contact 
the ADFA Head Office at 31 Deakin 
Avenue in Mildura or phone (03) 5023 
5174 where John Hawtin or Angela 
Longo will be pleased to assist with any 
enquiries.

Any Email enquiries should be addressed 
to JHawtin@adfa.asn.au	

Mildura Horticultural Field Days

When:  Tuesday 27 and   
 Wednesday 28 May 2008

Where:  Mildura TAFE site,   
 Benetook Avenue Mildura
Time:  Tuesday 10am -5pm 
 Wednesday 9am – 4pm

Last	year	David	Zrna	was	awarded	‘Best	
Fruit	of	the	Season’	at	the	field	days.
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“The crops weren’t too flash in the five 
or so years after I came back home, 
and I then took up a job at the State 
Electricity Commission and kept the 
block going for a few years before 
joining the Mildura Co-operative Fruit 
Company in 1966 – the same year they 
introduced decimal currency,” he said.

He eventually moved through the ranks 
to become Company Secretary in 1982 
and Manager of the dried fruit division 
in 1992 until 1998 when he retired.

His resume includes positions on 
the Dried Fruits Research Council, 
Australian Dried Fruits Sales (later 
Sunbeam), the Australian Dried Fruits 
Board, and Horticulture Australia 
Limited’s Dried Grape Industry Advisory 
Committee - a position he relinquished 
only last year, nearly ending his 50-year 
formal association with the industry. 
Barrie is still involved as a trustee for 
the Dried Fruits Trust and the Australian 
Dried Vine Fruits Trust.

Barrie MacMillan formed the view early 
in life that research and customer focus 
were the key to the future of the dried 
fruits industry.

After taking the final steps to retirement 
half a century later and with numerous 
industry ‘hats’ to his credit, he believes 
it’s still true today.

“I grew up on a block at Cardross back 
in the days of soil nematodes and grey 
Fergies and if you look back through 
the history of the industry, research 
and our customer focus have been the 
two constants in meeting the industry’s 
challenges,” Mr MacMillan said.

“We’ve been an industry that’s always 
had to meet competition from much 
bigger and cheaper players, and the 
only way we’ve constantly been able 
to do that has been by doing things 
better and delivering what the customer 
wants,” he said.

Although the dried fruit trade was the 
MacMillan family’s mainstay in his 
youth, Barrie initially looked outside for 
a career. He took up a position at the 
Commercial Bank in Red Cliffs after 
leaving school in the 1950s, training as 
an accountant by correspondence.

Barrie was the only child of Les and 
Phyllis and the death of his father in 
1958 brought him back to the family 
property for several years.

“I suppose I have seen the industry 
from a number of different perspectives 
and through some quite dramatic 
upheavals during my time. It’s certainly 
been an industry that has been 
subjected to a lot of adjustment,” he 
said.

“But I think through it all, the non-
negotiable factors for us, as an industry, 
have been the need to be market-
driven, and that’s probably as important 
now as it ever was,” he said.

“One of the biggest past challenges 
I think we faced was when in the 
mid 1980s deregulation started to be 
applied and we learnt hard lessons and 
learnt them well. 

“The winds of deregulation were 
beginning to blow through the industry 
and although I think everyone in the 
industry saw it as threatening, there 
was a sense of the inevitable.

“The increase in competition from 
overseas producing countries was huge 
from the late 1980s and into the early 
1990s and that was then coupled with 
big shifts to winery production. The 
falling crops triggered rationalisation 
of processors, driving some costs out 
of the system. Depressed prices to 
growers has been a huge burden to 
them in more recent years.

“If it hadn’t always been the case, it 
certainly then became non-negotiable, 
that we had to be market driven and 
that’s continued ever since. It’s still 
critically important on the marketing 
side to identify customer needs and 
focus on meeting them.”

Mr MacMillan said the smaller dried 
fruit crops in recent years presented a 
new challenge that required the same 
focus. 

However the depth of the challenges 
the industry now faces would be 
greater than anything faced in its long 
history.

“The huge challenge in front of the 
industry is to remain relevant in the 
changes we seem to face constantly 
– reduced availability of water of 
course is certainly one of the biggest 
challenges at present.”

Mr MacMillan said the industry needed 
to continue to apply as many resources 
as possible to research.

“One of my priorities in the recent years 
was to be part of the effort to develop 

Industry stalwart calls 
for continuing investment in R&D

Industry profile

From	grower	through	to	Manager	of	the	dried	fruits	division	of	the	Mildura				
Co-operative	Fruit	Company,	Barrie	MacMillan	has	a	thorough	knowledge	of	how	
the	dried	fruits	industry	operates

“The serious 
challenge ahead is 

to restore faith in the 
industry so we can 
encourage growth”



a bullet-proof Sultana that was rain 
resistant and met customer needs,” he 
said.

“The research has been underway for 
three years but these things take time. 
We’re getting closer, but there’s still a 
way to go.”

Australia still had a good reputation 
which has been there for decades in 
traditional markets such as Europe, Mr 
MacMillan said. 

“The huge competition we have from 
the Mediterranean region exporters has 
been a thorn in our side, particularly for 
the last 15 years or so. 

“But with local research we have 
seen the development of varieties like 
Sunmuscat (originally developed to 
replace Gordo grapes for raisins) and 
Carina currants that are usually far 
more weather resistant, we are still 
keeping some edge by having products 
that can be differentiated in the market 
place.”

Mr MacMillan said the value of research 
to the processing side of the industry 
had been equally important and 
reflected the collaboration between 
industry sectors.

“Research provided a pioneering laser-
sorter for the industry and that was 
funded in part out of industry support. 
It led onto major upgrading of the 
processing lines and there was a big 
uplift in the performance of the packing 
and machinery operations,” he said.

“That was prompted in part by the loss 
of cereal company Kellogg as a market 
in the early 90s, but we cranked up 
the performance of processing lines 
with electronic scanning equipment to 
reduce contaminants and assisted by 
strong staff commitment, we eventually 
won them back at that time.

“For me, that’s been one of the 
high points – the more professional 
approach to quality throughout the 
industry. 

“The quality accreditation program of 
the 1990s combined with an on-farm 
quality assurance program was a huge 
step forward in food safety, a growing 
demand in food trade.

“The industry’s ground-breaking 
chemical residue testing program was 
a similar achievement. The result was 
being able to meet world competition in 
a hugely competitive market-place. 

“It’s certainly a different marketplace to 
the one I first entered 50 years ago, but 
the same market rules will continue to 
apply,” he said.

“We have moved from a production-
driven industry when back in the 1950s 

we had a bulk product and we needed 
to move it.

“It’s obviously much better to have good 
quality product that is pulled through by 
the demands of the market.”

Mr MacMillan said the main challenge 
ahead of the industry was to rebuild 
confidence.

“The serious challenge ahead is to 
restore faith in the industry so we can 
encourage growth from the extremely 
low crop level of the present season,” 
he said.

“So, in the quest for industry viability, 
we have a strong base in a range 
of fundamentals. These include 
commitment to meeting customer 
needs, including food safety, research 
as well as efficiencies in production, 
processing and marketing.”

Mr MacMillan said another fundamental 
strength the industry had was the 

willingness to collaborate amongst all 
sectors, from producer to marketer.

“Producers in any industry need a 
strong industry association to represent 
them and the dried fruit industry is 
no different. More grower support for 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) can only enhance industry 
prospects and provide a stronger 
producer voice on various issues.

“In these times of vast change, it is a 
united voice in industry and regional 
issues, focused on our future needs that 
will get the best results.

“I value very much my time in the 
industry, my involvement with the 
people over the time, the support of 
Nola and family and the opportunities 
the industry offered me. However I 
am also very mindful of the severe 
pressures that growers have to deal 
with and trust that recovery is the next 
phase.”
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Domestic marketing campaign 
in full swing

By Michelle Toft

shopping baskets, of consumers for 
much longer.

The second and final burst of advertising 
began mid-February and the next issue 
of The	Vine will keep you updated on its 
performance.

All Sunraysia growers can check out our 
bright and beautiful advertising by either 
visiting Mildura airport in February or the 
Buronga Highway any time during March, 
where we also have bonus panels.

Supporting independent 
greengrocers
This year we have had tremendous 
feedback on our point-of-sale from many 

As we move closer to the end of the 
Australian table grape season the 
marketing campaign continues. 

‘Little Rays of Sunshine’ last 
longer
Our outdoor advertising campaign 
began in November 2007 and was set 
to last for two weeks. Mainly situated 
in Sydney and Melbourne, many of the 
grape panels were kept in situ for a total 
of six weeks up to the second week of 
January. 

With a bonus value of over $50,000, the 
real benefit of this additional advertising 
was that Australian table grapes 
were kept in the minds, and hopefully 

retailers. Independent greengrocers are 
becoming increasingly important to the 
table grape industry and the grape bags 
and posters were developed to support 
them in-store.

Both myself and the Australian Table 
Grape Association (ATGA) continue to 
work with the central markets nationally 
in a bid to get our eye catching point-of-
sale put up in store.

These efforts have always had their 
challenges. Like growers, retailers are 
extremely busy, their main daily focus 
being to provide their customers with 
the fruits and vegetables they need, 
to ensure good service, and hopefully 
making a profit.

Asking the central markets to distribute 
our point-of-sale nationally is one tool in 
our distribution toolkit, and all growers 
can help in our quest. 

In this industry relationships are so 
important, and most growers will have 
good relationships with their wholesalers 
so please contact your wholesalers and 
make sure they are distributing our 
grape point-of-sale. If more material is 
needed please contact me on  
michelle.toft@horticulture.com.au.

Grape Ambassadors in stores
A crucial element to the campaign this 
year is the comprehensive sampling and 
merchandising program. 

The program targeted a small number 
of Brisbane stores in November, and 
began in Melbourne and Sydney in 
February. Lasting for six weeks, brand 
ambassadors dressed in bright t-shirts 
and caps adorned with the new grape 
logo, offered consumers the chance to 
sample red and white grapes. During 
these two hour sessions the grape 
ambassador also took the opportunity to 
educate the consumer on the different 
varieties, the health benefits and the 
various usages of grapes. 

“This year we have 
had tremendous 
feedback on our 

point-of-sale from 
many retailers.” 

Outdoor	advertising	panels	catch	the	eyes	of	consumers	as	they	walk	into	shopping	
centres	like	this	one	at	Brimbank,	a	western	suburb	of	Melbourne	and	inspire	them	
to	purchase	grapes.



Consumers who purchased one kilogram 
of grapes during the two hour session 
received a complimentary grapes snack 
pack. As mentioned in previous articles, 
the average purchase of grapes is 700 
grams so this in-store promotion is 
also aimed at increasing household 
consumption.

After each two hour session, the grape 
ambassador visited an additional store 
to put up point-of-sale material. By using 
the program in this way we are able to 
reach twice the number of stores.

Store selection
Since the Grape Ambassador program 
began, many independent retailers have 
asked to participate and they have been 
put on a database for next year. 

Stores participating in this season’s 
sampling program were chosen as a 
result of previous performance and 
feedback from central markets and 
grower organisations. 

TV coverage
Table grapes and dried grapes have 
enjoyed great exposure to a wide 
audience through two television segments 
filmed at Mildura in February. 

A more detailed article on the television 
coverage can be found on page 9 of 
this edition of The	Vine.

Grapes in print
Moving to print coverage and grapes 
have been just as prolific.

Grape recipes developed last year have 
been used by many suburban papers 
and we have seen some fantastic 
articles such as the Simply	Food double 
page spread in February. This article 
would have been seen by over 1 million 
Australians.

If we look to the print editor’s tour in 
Emerald back In November, we have 
begun to see coverage. A feature on 
the Cordoma’s farm was seen in the 
February issue of Australian	Good	Taste	
(3 page feature) and table grapes have 
been featured in New	Idea	(in-season 
piece and recipe) and	Super	Food	Ideas 
(in-season piece). Woman’s	Day and 
Women’s	Weekly have committed to 
incorporating grapes, with Woman’s	
Day	featuring table grapes more 
prominently at the start of next season.

Marketing, like growing, comes with 
challenges and so far the challenge for 
the 2007/2008 program has been to 
get the point-of-sale visibility in-store. 
I am confident that the sampling and 
merchandising program will generate 
some very encouraging results. Look 
out for the next issue for more details.

The Table Grape Marketing Program is 
developed and managed by HAL. 

Contact:	Michelle	Toft

Marketing	Manager	Horticulture	
Australia

Tel:	(02)	8295	2300

Email:		 	 	 	
michelle.toft@horticulture.com.au
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“A crucial element to 
the campaign this year 
is the comprehensive 

sampling and 
merchandising 

program.” 

Grape	ambassadors	in	their	bright	t-shirts	and	caps	adorned	with	the	new	grape	
logo	were	a	colourful	addition	to	fruit	and	vegetable	departments.

A	three	page	feature	in	Australian Good Taste magazine was	just	one	of	the	great	
media	pieces	arising	from	the	Emerald	editor’s	tour.
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The Victorian Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) has developed an 
attract and kill (A&K) system to control 
orchard pests without having to spray 
the orchard. 

The A&K system has been developed 
to control Carpophilus beetles that are 
serious pests of ripening stone fruits 
and cherries. The system attracts only 
Carpophilus beetles and not other 
beneficial insects of the orchard eco-
system. 

In recent years growers have reported 
up to 30% of fruit is lost because of 
Carpophilus damage.

Carpophilus are highly active and can 
quickly move from fruit to fruit and 
between blocks. Carpophilus also 
serve as mechanical carriers of brown 
rot (Monilinia spp.) disease, which 
frequently develops at the sites of 
beetle entry. 

During the 2006/07 fruit growing 
season, 100 hectares of T204 peach 
blocks were treated with A&K in the 
Goulburn Valley of Northern Victoria. In 
this area-wide approach, the orchards 
were subdivided into 1 ha blocks for 
placement of A&K. 

Generally three A&K stations were 
placed 40 metres apart on the North-
West corner (up-wind corner) of each 
1ha block. 

Eighteen blocks were selected from 
across the region for experiments. Six 
of the blocks had high populations of 
beetles and a history of Carpophilus 
damage. These were used to investigate 

the value of treating 
neighbouring blocks. 
Three of these high 
population blocks 
had the neighbouring 
blocks treated with 
three A&K stations/
ha and the other 
three blocks had 
neighbouring blocks 
treated with two A&K 
stations/ha.

Another twelve 
blocks had medium 
to low populations of 
Carpophilus and were 
used to compare 
trapping density. Six 
of these blocks were treated with two 
A&K stations/ha and another six with 
three A&K stations/ha. 

The traps used in the earlier A&K 
development work often became 
inundated with trapped beetles. A larger 
version of funnel trap was developed 
and used for the A&K system in the 
area-wide treatment. These traps were 
placed about 1.5m above the ground in 
a ring on steel fence post driven into the 
ground. 

Six control blocks were selected at 
least one kilometre away from the 
treated blocks. In the control blocks, 
the growers used their usual agronomic 
practices including spraying pesticides 
to control Carpophilus and other pests. 

The Carpophilus populations in all 
experimental blocks were monitored 

throughout the 
season using 
traps baited 
with fermented 
apple juice (FAJ) 
absorbed in 
polyacrylamide 
granules and 
a piece (1 
centimetre 
x 1cm) of 
Dichlorvos 
impregnated 
plastic strip to 
kill captured 
beetles. 

In both treated 
and control 

blocks, monitoring of Carpophilus 
began one week before deployment 
of A&K stations and continued one 
week after termination of A&K stations. 
The A&K stations were placed in the 
treated blocks on November 14, 2006 
and removed one week after the final 
fruit harvest on January 31, 2007. All 
trapped beetles were collected every 
week and transported to the laboratory 
for estimation of number and species 
identification.

To assess fruit damage nine fruit bins 
were distributed evenly across in each 
1ha experimental block and, at the time 
of commercial harvest, professional 
pickers collected at least 2,000 fruits 
from the surrounding trees into each 
bin. A random sample of 500 fruits/
bin was examined for beetle damage 
and percentage of damaged fruit was 
calculated. 

More effective in a larger area
The A&K system worked more 
effectively when a larger area in an 
orchard was covered. 

Our results demonstrated that the 
blocks with non-susceptible varieties 
surrounding the target blocks had 
higher beetle numbers than in the 
target blocks. These huge numbers 
of Carpophilus could move from the 
surrounding area when fruits started 
colouring in the susceptible (target) 
blocks. 

The A&K system deployed in the 
surrounding blocks killed most of the 
beetles in those blocks before fruit 

An area-wide approach to control 
Carpophilus beetles

By Mofakhar S Hossain and Mamun ABM Hossain

Carpophilus	beetle	damaged	peach	(early	stage).

 
N

Susceptible varieties.

This area 

showed more 
damage due to 
beetle migration 
from 
neighbouring 
blocks.

Diagram	showing	invasion	of	beetles	from	the	surrounding	blocks.



started colouring in the target blocks. 
The subsequent reduction of fruit 
damage in the target blocks proved 
that the A&K system would be more 
effective when larger areas of an 
orchard are treated with the system. 

Our results also demonstrated that 
deployment of two A&K stations per 
ha, instead of three, in the surrounding 
blocks was equally effective to protect 
the target block. Therefore, to protect 
a few susceptible blocks in an orchard 
with high Carpophilus population, 
surrounding blocks can be treated with 
2 A&K/ha if the susceptible blocks are 
treated with 3 A&K/ha. 

Cost effective when medium/
low population 
The A&K system was even more 
effective in properties where the beetle 
population levels were medium to low. 

Figure 2 demonstrates that the A&K 
system deployed in a wide area 
reduced the beetle population by more 
than 100,000 beetles/ha within a year 
in orchards with high populations. This 
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Figure	2.	Cumulative	number	of	beetles	caught	in	the	A&K	station	in	peach	orchards	
with	high,	medium	and	low	population	levels	during	two	fruit	growing	season	
(2005/06	and	2006/07)	in	the	Goulburn	Valley.■  CONTINUED ON PAGE 22  ■

As part of the new administration 
arrangements for the South Australian 
Dried Tree Fruit Association (SADTFA), 
the Australian Dried Fruit Association 
(ADFA) has set up a new email 
address so that tree fruit growers 
can contact their organisation:  
driedtreefruits@adfa.asn.au

New contacts
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indicates that the A&K system should 
reduce the beetle numbers in orchards 
from high to medium/low levels within a 
year or two and allow use of fewer A&K 
stations (two instead of three stations/ 
ha) in subsequent years, making the 
system more sustainable and cost 
effective. 

Deploying two A&K stations/ha in blocks 
with medium to low population was 
equally effective to deploying three A&K 
stations/ha.

Reduced fruit 
damage 
The area wide 
deployment of A&K 
system helped to reduce 
fruit damage by 50% 
in 2006/07 compared 
to 2005/06 season, 
whereas fruit damage in 
the control (insecticide 
sprayed) blocks was 
almost four times higher 
compared to the previous year (Figure 3). 

The average fruit damage levels in 
treated and control blocks were 0.25% 
(range 0 - 1.0%) and 4.20% (range 
2.71 - 8.13%), respectively in 2006/07. 
In the blocks with medium to low 
populations there was no difference in 
fruit damage between blocks treated 
with either two or three A&K stations/ha. 

Conclusion
The A&K system proved effective in 
small scale trials (1ha blocks) and is 
now being tested in a coordinated 
approach across larger areas and 
all hosts. Treating larger areas also 
provides an opportunity to reduce costs 
by reducing trap numbers per ha. 
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Mofakhar.Hossain@dpi.vic.gov.au

Figure	3.	Mean	fruit	damage	in	A&K	
treated	and	insecticide	sprayed	blocks	
of	peach	(Var.	T204)	during	two	growing	
seasons	(2005/06	and	2006/07)	in	the	
Goulburn	Valley.
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Adult	and	larva	of	Carpophilus	beetles.

Telstra continuing to work towards 
CDMA network closure

Telstra is working towards the deadline 
of 28 April to turn off the CDMA network. 

Minister for Broadband, Communications 
and the Digital Economy, Senator 
Stephen Conroy said consumers should 
act on the basis that the CDMA network 
would be switched off at that time, 
but warned Telstra this was subject to 
receival of a report that comprehensively 
addressed his concerns.

“It has been agreed that Telstra will 
undertake a number of actions to 
ensure equivalence of coverage and 
retail service and enable the closure 
of the CDMA network. Telstra agreed 
to a number of these actions being 
independently verified,” Senator Conroy 
said.

The news should provide further 
confidence for CDMA users migrating to 
the Next G network.

On 18 January, Senator Conroy notified 
Telstra that he was not in a position to 
declare equivalence between the Next G 
and CDMA networks. A number of issues 
were identified that Telstra was asked to 
address, including:

■ Taking all reasonable steps to ensure 
Next G customers have appropriate 
handsets for their coverage needs. 

■ Providing appropriate advice to 
customers purchasing Next G 
handsets and accessories. 

■ Ensuring telemetry and CDMA 
Wireless Local Loop customers have 
access to necessary Next G equipment 
and are given an appropriate time to 
migrate. 

■ Ensuring there is sufficient equipment 
available to enable all CDMA 
customers to migrate to the Next G 
network. 

“I want to congratulate Telstra for the 
work it has done to date, to ensure these 
issues are addressed,” Senator Conroy 
said.

Customers with handset coverage issues 
can call the Telstra-operated 1800 888 
888 hotline and in genuine cases of non-
equivalent coverage receive a handset 
exchange.

Senator Conroy said Telstra had 
implemented an accreditation program 
to equip sales staff and stores with the 

information and equipment to enable 
consumers to purchase handsets and 
accessories appropriate for their needs.

The company is also working to ensure 
CDMA wireless local loop and telemetry 
customers are given every opportunity to 
migrate to the new network, he said.

“Telstra has agreed that a major audit 
firm will independently verify that it has 
met its commitments in relation to the 
1800 888 888 hotline and accreditation 
program,” Senator Conroy said.

“There will be independent verification 
that Next G telemetry modems 
and modules are available and an 
independent survey of Next G Wireless 
Link customers will be conducted.”

“In addition to this, the Australian 
Communications and Media Authority 
has agreed to verify Telstra’s engineering 
data, demonstrating that it has 
addressed a small number of coverage 
issues that were identified in its report.”

Telstra’s rectification plan is available 
on the Department of Broadband, 
Communications and the Digital 
Economy’s website, www.dbcde.gov.au



Understanding how and why the disorder 
occurs is a major step forward and it 
is hoped that solutions to the cause 
will be forthcoming from the simulated 
laboratory testings. 

The project is due to finish by the end of 
the 2009 season. The ATGA will advise 
growers of management practices to 
prevent berry collapse as well as any 
other outcomes from the project as soon 
as they become available.

Market access
The poor quality of fruit this year has 
made exporting difficult. Furthermore 
cold weather in many of our Asian export 
destinations has resulted in slower 
demand for table grapes, a traditional 
‘summer fruit’.

Ongoing research and development 
is continuing with the Department of 
Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) 
funding granted by the former Minister 
for Agriculture Peter McGauran. 

Part of that funding was to invite a 
Chinese delegation from China’s General 
Administration for Quality Supervision, 
Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ) and 
the China Entry-Exit Inspection and 
Quarantine Association (CIQA) to come to 
Australia.

The delegation, consisting of two 
technical scientists from AQSIQ and 
one from CIQA, visited Australia in late 
February.

The ATGA, accompanied by three 
representatives from the Biosecurity 
Australia Chinese Access team hosted 
the delegation, taking them to meet with 
growers for first hand experience of 
Australian management practices in the 

As I write this 
Queensland 
and Northern 
Territory table 
grape producers 
are finishing 
their harvest and 
the Sunraysia 
region is in full 
operation. 

However, news 
from all areas of 
Australia is not 
encouraging. 

Production yields are down as much as 
50-60% across Australia. This equates to 
approximately $190-200 million of losses 
across the board. 

The Sunraysia region has been 
devastated by berry collapse. 

The last time berry collapse occurred 
in significant levels was in 2002. The 
Australian Table Grape Association (ATGA) 
responded to industry’s call for help 
and commissioned CSIRO to conduct 
a $733,000 research project to try and 
establish the cause. 

Berry collapse is such an important issue 
for the industry that 90-100 table grape 
growers from the Robinvale and Euston 
areas turned up on Valentine’s Day to 
hear a presentation arranged by the 
ATGA and the Robinvale and District Table 
Grape Association.

Whilst no definitive answer was 
presented by CSIRO, researchers are now 
getting closer to a resolution. They can 
now simulate different growing conditions 
and management practices in their 
glasshouses to observe the immediate 
impact of berry collapse. 

vineyard, picking operations and both 
field and shed packing practices. 

Fruit fly is of concern to the Chinese, 
so the Victorian Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) gave presentations on 
fruit fly control and the delegation also 
visited fruit fly laboratories at Gosford 
in New South Wales before returning to 
China. 

It is hoped that the information conveyed 
to the delegation during their week in 
Australia will speed up market access 
negotiations for table grapes between 
Biosecurity Australia and China.

To date the ATGA has been able to 
respond to China’s list of pest and 
diseases of concern, supplying them with 
complete details of the pest or disease, 
their likely occurrence within table 
grapes, their impact, economic concerns 
and management prevention methods.

Also aiding market access applications 
are ongoing research projects to define 
a system-based control method for Light 
Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) and trials to 
find an alternative fumigant for methyl 
bromide.

Promotion
The Australian table grape industry’s 
national promotion campaign managed 
by Horticulture Australia (HAL) has been 
in full swing publicising Australian table 
grapes to consumers. 

The next phase of the campaign is the 
in-store merchandising and sampling 
program in supermarket chains and 
independent retailers in Sydney and 
Melbourne. Grape ambassadors set up 
promotional material and merchandising 
stands inside shops offering Tupperware 
containers if consumers purchase one 
kilogram or more of table grapes during 
the promotion time slot on that day. 

The goal of the program is two-fold, 
aiming to lift consumption above the 
average purchase of 700 grams and also 
to educate consumers about the different 
varieties of table grapes, their nutritional 
value and some novel recipe ideas using 
grapes.

Further information on the national 
domestic campaign can be found on 
pages 9 and 18 of The	Vine.

The generic international program is also 
underway, targeting strategic countries 
to advise Australia fresh table grapes.
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ATGA Chief Executive’s report

Berry collapse adds to 
growers’ poor yields

Mr	Wu	inspects	a	Light	Brown	Apple	Moth	trap	during	his	Australian	visit	in	February.

ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott
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Employment and Workplace Relations, 
the Hon Julia Gillard MP, introduced 
the Workplace Relations Amendment 
(Transition to Forward with Fairness) Bill 
2008 into the Australian Parliament.

The bill will implement transitional 
arrangements to begin the process of 
phasing out the current Work Choices 
laws.

The bill will make key amendments 
to the Workplace Relations Act 1996 
including:
■ Preventing the making of new 

Australian Workplace Agreements 
(AWAs) from the commencement date 
of the bill. 

■ Allowing current employees on AWAs 
(as at 1 December, 2007) to make 
Individual Transitional Employment 
Agreements (ITEAs) for limited use 
during the transitional period. 

■ Introducing a no-disadvantage test for 
ITEAs and new collective agreements. 

■ Enabling the Australian Industrial 
Relations Commission (AIRC) to 
undertake the process of award 
modernisation.

The transitional arrangements will 
be followed by the introduction of 
more substantial workplace relations 
legislation into Parliament later this 
year so that the government’s new 
workplace relations system can be fully 
operational by 1 January, 2010.

ACCC inquiry 
The Federal Government has approved 
an Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (ACCC) inquiry 
into the competitiveness of retail prices 
for standard groceries, under Part VIIA 
of the Trade Practices Act 1974.

Matters to be considered by the inquiry 
include, but are not limited to: 
■ The current structure of the grocery 

industry at the supply, wholesale and 
retail levels including mergers and 
acquisitions by the national retailers. 

■ The nature of competition at the 
supply, wholesale, and retail levels of 
the grocery industry. 

■ The competitive position of small and 
independent retailers. 

■ The pricing practices of the 
national grocery retailers and the 
representation of grocery prices to 
consumers.

■ Factors influencing the pricing of 
inputs along the supply chain for 
standard grocery items.

Dried grape imports are on the rise as 
Australian production drops.

In the 11 months ending 31 January, 
2008 dried grape imports totalled 
22,671 tonnes, 5,403t more than for the 
same 11 month period in 2007.

Currants 1,785t

Sultanas 16,770t

Others 4,116t

Total  22,671t

Currant imports were down 46t over 
this period, while sultana and other 
dried grape (TSRs) imports rose by 
4,462t and 987t respectively.

The higher imports in the latter part of 
2007/08 have been needed to supply 
domestic dried grape consumption in 
Australia which has been fairly stable 
at around 35-40,000t per annum for 
several years. 

In 2007 the total harvest dropped to 
less than 20,000t and will drop further 
in 2008. 

National Employment 
Standards
The Australian Government has released 
an exposure draft of its proposed ten 
National Employment Standards (NES), 
together with a discussion paper calling 
for public feedback. 

The NES will cover the key minimum 
entitlements for all Australian 
employees, to apply from 1 January, 
2010. 

The NES are:
■ Maximum weekly hours of work. 
■ Requests by parents for flexible 

working arrangements. 
■ Parental leave (and related 

entitlements). 
■ Annual leave. 
■ Personal/carer’s leave and 

compassionate leave. 
■ Community service leave. 
■ Long service leave. 
■ Public holidays. 
■ Notice of termination and redundancy. 
■ Fair Work Information Statement.  

The deadline for responses to the 
issues raised in the discussion paper of 
4 April, 2008.

The discussion paper is available on the 
internet at the	www.workplace.gov.au

Work Choices phase out 
begins
On 13 February, 2008, the Minister for 

■ Any impediments to efficient pricing 
of inputs along the supply chain.

■ The effectiveness of the Horticulture 
Code of Conduct, and whether the 
inclusion of other major buyers 
such as retailers would improve the 
effectiveness of the code. 

This will be a public inquiry with the 
final report submitted to the Assistant 
Treasurer and Minister for Competition 
Policy and Consumer Affairs by 31 July, 
2008. 

The ACCC has released a paper which 
identifies issues on which it is seeking 
information. It is available from the 
ACCC’s website at	www.accc.gov.au.

Written submissions to the ACCC must 
be made by 5pm, 11 March, 2008.

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) will be liaising with the 
Horticulture Australia Council (HAC) and 
the National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
regarding submissions to the ACCC.

NFF federal budget 
submission 
The NFF’s submission to the Australian 
Government presses the case 
for responsible capacity building 
investment in Australia under the 
2008/09 Federal Budget.

Key issues for Australian farmers 
include:

■ Delivery of climate change adaptation 
and mitigation strategies (in addition 
to new drought preparedness 
measures).

■ A holistic and strategic transport 
infrastructure overhaul.

■ Education and training initiatives 
(including retaining the aims and 
objectives of the FarmBis program)

■ Focused engagement on international 
trade priorities and opportunities.

Agriculture, perhaps more than any 
other sector, is directly exposed to the 
impact of climate variability, fluctuating 
world markets and international trade 
barriers.

World-class transport infrastructure and 
telecommunication technologies are 
essential to a vibrant agricultural sector.

The NFF has sought commitments 
from a government that will work 
strategically, in partnership with 
farmers, to help meet these challenges. 

Dried grape imports continue to rise

ADFA board news
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Drying for profit activities

In Victoria, 
current 

indications 
are that the 

2008/09 irrigation season will start with 
zero allocations. This outlook is based 
on historical records of inflows into 
storages during the autumn and early 
winter period which are traditionally low 
rainfall months. 

As the latest water allocation of 6% 
for Victorian irrigators (released 15 
February) came just before, or just after 
growers started harvesting, it is likely 
that this water has not been used yet. 

There are also indications that there 
may be further increases to allocations 
in the announcements due on 3 and 17 
March.

Growers should consider their options 
for the remainder of this year and next 
season before deciding what to do with 
any additional water that becomes 
available. Some of the options open to 
growers may include one or more of the 
following:
■ Use all available water in postharvest 

irrigations.
■ Use part of the water available for 

postharvest irrigations and carry over 
the balance.

■ Carry over all of the available water.
■ Purchase additional water to add 

to the water that is available from 

additional allocations so as to 
maximise carry over.

■ Sell water on the market.

It is important that postharvest 
irrigations are applied to those vines 
which are to be used to produce a crop 
in the 2009 season. 

Experience in the past year suggests 
that vines not given a decent 
postharvest irrigation in autumn 2006 
have struggled and not grown as well 
as they should, even with reduced 
allocations in the 2007/08 season.

Growers who are summer pruning 
should remember that postharvest 
management decisions begin the 
moment the canes are cut, as the vines 
are not carrying a crop load.

Licence for High Risk Work 
(forklift class) for Primary 
Producers
New Victorian Occupational Health 
and Safety regulations require forklift 
operators working in primary production 
to hold a Licence to Perform High Risk 
Work from 1 July, 2008.

This new licence supersedes the old 
licence to operate a forklift truck  
(class LF).

The new regulations do not apply to 
operators of tractors with either a 
forklift attached at the front or rear, as 
Worksafe considers these tractors with 
attachments and not forklift trucks. 

Growers with an existing forklift 
licence must register with Worksafe 
to transfer to the new licence before 
30 June, 2012 or before their current 
ticket expires, whichever occurs first. 

Otherwise re-qualification or re-
assessment may be necessary.

To transfer an existing forklift truck 
licence you must register online with 
Worksafe at	www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/
highriskwork so that you can be sent 
an application form for a Licence to 
Perform High Risk Work. A certificate 
number and the date of issue will need 
to be provided. 

Three months before the expiry date 
Worksafe will send an application form 
to be completed and lodged in person 
at an Australia Post outlet. In addition, 
adequate identification, a recent 
passport size photo of yourself and an 
application fee of $45 will be required.

To find out more information you 
contact Worksafe on 180 136 089 
or go to www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/
highriskwork

Email contact list
To assist in rapid distribution of 
important urgent information, the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) is compiling an email address 
list of its members and requests that 
growers register their email addresses 
to be part of this service.

This will help warn members of any 
disease/crop risks as well as assist us 
in distributing important information 
which may help their businesses.

It is expected that this service will only 
operate on a needs basis and at the 
discretion of the ADFA management.

Operators	of	tractor-mounted	forklifts	commonly	used	on	
dried	fruit	properties	do	not	require	a	Licence	to	Perform	
High	Risk	Work.

A	Licence	to	Perform	High	Risk	Work	is	mandatory	for	
operators	of	forklifts	commonly	used	in	packing	sheds,	cool	
rooms	and	factories
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With changes 
to normal 
operations 
the Australian 
horticulture 
industry’s growth 
in production 
and profitability 
has the potential 
to exceed 
past strong 
performance. 

Current 
projections show that the Australian 
horticultural industry will be producing 
enough to feed another city the size of 
Melbourne by 2020; however, Future 
Focus indicates that expansion could 
be even more significant if the industry 
innovates its practices.

Future Focus, the horticulture industry’s 
strategic plan which is being developed 
to improve the profitability of Australian 
horticulture, will map the ‘next steps’ 
for the industry and set the strategic 
plan for growth. 

The first phase of Future Focus, 
concluded in February. It identified the 
areas that require improvement, along 
with the industry’s opportunities and 
explored the main industry drivers 
identifying key focus areas to be 
investigated in phase two. A full copy 
of the report is available at		
www.futurefocus.org.au.

One of the most important outcomes of 
the first phase of Future Focus was the 
development of the industry baseline.

The baseline is a ‘business as usual’ 
projection of key economic outcomes 
in terms of quantities, prices and 
profitability. It will paint a picture of 
likely outcomes if markets continue to 
follow current trends in key drivers.

The baseline will be essential in 
creating a point of comparison for 
potential strategic action plans. The 
baseline will be used to compare the 
benefits and costs of each option 
against a set of industry outcomes that 
might reasonably occur if no action 
were taken. It was applied to all sectors 
of the industry. 

While some industries, such as nuts, 
are expanding significantly, the baseline 
found that access to export markets 
needs to be addressed, particularly 
for those industries which face 
international trade barriers. Future 
Focus has also found that an increase 
in export demand would result in the 
largest increase in industry income.

The Future Focus First Phase report 
showed increased competition from 
horticulture imports. In developed 
countries the import share of 
consumption increased 3.7% a year. 
Australia’s imports increased 4.6% per 
year.

By 2020, the gross value of production 
of horticulture has the potential to be 
$10 billion or around 28% higher than 
2005/06.

The baseline model has been used 
to ‘add up’ the impacts of domestic 
demand, trade and production. The 
baseline outcomes of each area are 
summarised below:

Domestic demands:
■ Under the baseline, a steady increase 

in domestic demand – as a result of 
population and income growth – will 
continue to underpin demand for 
horticulture.

■ Total demand is expected to increase 
by an average of 1% per year 
for fresh products and 0.7% for 
processed. 

■ Food service demand is expected 
to grow at approximately 2.5% per 
year, which is slightly higher than 
household demand at around 1% per 
year.

Trade:
■ Under the baseline, current 

restrictions on the import of fresh 
products will remain in place. Import 
of fresh fruit and vegetable will 
increase at an average rate of 2.7% 
per year.

■ Imports of processed products is 
projected to increase by an average 
of 6.8% out to 2020 – which is less 
than average import growth over the 
past five years.

■ As a result of significant recent 
plantings, farm level exports are 
projected to grow at a faster rate than 
imports.

Production:
■ By 2020, the gross value of 

production of fresh and amenity 
horticulture is likely to be $10 billion 
or around 28 per cent higher than 
2005/06, 

■ Given current trends, it is projected 
that the output of amenity horticulture 
will continue to fall. Gross value of 
production will steadily increase 
through the period as a result of 
higher costs in the industry.

■ Across all horticultural farm level and 

processing industries, growth in gross 
value of production and profitability 
is projected to be below that of the 
economy as a whole.

More detailed results:
■ Production of fruit will remain 

reasonably stable through to 2020. 
There will be some increase in the 
share of tropical fruit at the expense 
of pome and citrus.

■ The nuts sector should experience 
very strong growth with the sector 
worth over $1 billion in 2020.

■ Production of vegetables to 2020 will 
experience steady growth. Within this 
category, all of the growth is from 
root vegetables.

The second phase of Future Focus 
commenced in February. This step 
involves the development of action 
plans for each of the strategic areas 
identified in phase one.

By concentrating on those actions 
where the expected payoff is highest, 
overall return for effort in the industry 
will be maximised.

The areas identified by Future Focus as 
the key to the industry’s success and 
continued growth are:

■ Making supply more effective.

■ Improving industry’s competitive 
advantage in all markets.

■ Making effective use of scarce 
resources, such as water.

■ Maximising the contribution of 
technology.

■ Providing a well functioning 
commercial environment.

■ Promoting structural change in 
industry.

Future Focus will develop these plans 
in consultation with industry by hosting 
a series of workshops. Participants will 
refine the action items, seek ways to 
capitalise on industry’s strengths and 
address constraints.

Workshops involving leaders across 
horticulture and other leading industries 
will be held in March/April 2008 and 
action plans are scheduled to be 
completed by July.

As part of the development of Future 
Focus, comments are sought from 
all interested parties. Comments 
can be submitted via the website, 
www.futurefocus.org.au or by email, 
FutureFocus@TheCIE.com.au.

Future Focus on track

Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) update

HAL Industry  
Services Manager,  
Ross Skinner 
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Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

As the difficult 2008 dried fruit season 
nears completion growers can be 
more positive after price increases for 
all types of dried fruits purchased by 
Sunbeam and Angas Park. 

For tree fruit and vine fruit growers the 
price rise will assist in offsetting what 
are expected to be significantly lower 
harvest tonnages. 

A more optimistic result is expected for 
prunes. 

Vine fruit 
Growers at the Sunbeam 2008 Growers 
Forum on 24 January were informed 
that prices for all dried vine fruit 
varieties had increased, and in some 
cases this was by over 30%. They were 
told 4cr light Sultana was priced equal 
to 5cr light and this was also the case 
for Sunmuscat.

Global supply is well down as five of the 
major producing countries had lower 
harvest tonnages and this has ensured 
rapid global price increases.

Sunbeam has implemented operational 
changes to drive cost efficiencies 
in fruit receival and processing. The 
company has also improved payment to 
growers who will now receive the first 
payment up to 20 days earlier.

Growers were advised that ongoing 
promotions and new products will 
continue to be important factors for 

driving sales and increasing brand 
recognition. This is especially the 
case for exploiting any specific health 
attribute that may be found in the 
current research projects.

Since the forum early indications of the 
harvest show that some fruit is being 
impacted by drought and sunburn, 
but the weather for harvest remains 
favourable.

Looking to the future there is cautious 
optimism that the availability of water 
may be improving and this coupled with 
continuing strength in global markets 
may see a brighter outcome in 2009. 

Sunbeam has restated its commitment 
to manufacturing in Sunraysia and is 
also looking to secure long term supply 
arrangements with growers by offering 
contracts reflecting the improved 
market.

Tree fruit
The apricot harvest has finished and 
the resulting volume is in line with 
that forecast allowing for the drought 
impact. Quality is reasonable, but again 
growers will see the price increase of 
up to 15% assist in offsetting the yield 
reduction. 

Peaches have also been harvested and 
are continuing to be received along with 
some nectarines. Pears will follow with 
receivals into April. 

South Australian growers continue to 
endure a lower water allocation, but the 
prices for dried tree fruit have improved 
and Angas Park will continue to keep 
growers informed, especially if they 
are contemplating purchasing water to 
carry over into 2009.

Prunes
The prune harvest is large with the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area (MIA) 
showing an excellent crop of good size 
fruit. The Young area has had some rain, 
but the weather at harvest continues to 
be favourable.

Chris Ellis and Colin Farey met with 
prune growers at Yenda on 31 January 
telling them prices for prunes would 
rise, with the increase targeted in areas 
which would lift the growers expected 
average graded price.  Last season was 
a record result showing the highest ever 
average graded price for the 2007 crop.

Growers were also told that they would 
receive an increase of $100 per tonne 
in the first payment instalment.

Growers were advised of consumers’ 
continuing preference for the larger 
sized fruit which is used in pitted 
products.

Good results in building sales have been 
achieved through the Australian Prune 
Industry Association (APIA) cooperative 
program linking growers’ funds with the 

Angas Park brand.

Finally, growers were 
told Angas Park has 
completed a large 
capital program at 
the Angaston factory 
which has resulted in a 
100% increase in prune 
processing capacity.

Outlook
The challenge for the 
dried fruits industry 
is to continue to grow 
sales with increased 
prices to customers. 
Quality management 
and continued marketing 
to build brands are 
important factors in 
ensuring success.

Growers are invited to 
contact Sunbeam or 
Angas Park if they have 
questions as staff are well 
aware that the issues we 
are now confronting may 
persist for some time.

Prices up, but yields are lower

This	year’s	apricot	harvest	is	complete	with	fruit	of	reasonable	quality.
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Despite recent flooding and rainfall 
events in catchment areas river levels 
for the Murray System are still very low. 
Irrigators face the very real prospect 
of a zero allocation at the start of the 
2008/09 season and must commence 
planning for 2008/09 being a sub 100% 
water allocation.

The two year period to the end of 
November 2007 is the lowest Murray 
System two year inflow period on 
record. Floods in Queensland and good 
rainfall in some catchment areas has 
helped to improve the water situation.

As of 20 February, 2008, Murray River 
System inflows (excluding Menindee 
Lakes) for February were around 80 
gigalitres and were likely to exceed last 
year’s February inflows of 86GL. 

However, the Murray-Darling Basin 
Commission (MDBC) said inflows were 
unlikely to reach average 
February inflows of 172GL 
unless there was further 
heavy rainfall in the upper 
Murray catchments.

Total MDBC storage at 
that time was 1,890GL, 
well above the February 
2007 storage volume of 
1,250GL, but was well 
below the long term 
average of 5,500GL for 
the end of February.

Outlook for 2008/09 
According the Bureau of 
Meteorology, La Niña is 
now firmly established 
and is expected to 
continue until Autumn 
2008. 

As a consequence of 
this the probability of 
remaining in severe 
drought is much less 
than may be indicated by 
historical records.

The Bureau’s latest 
national outlook for 
autumn rainfall (March 
to May), shows a mixed 
pattern of odds: a wetter 
than normal season is 
favoured in northern 
Queensland and in 
parts of NSW and South 
Australia, while below-

normal falls are more likely in parts of 
Victoria and Tasmania.

The Bureau predict the chances of 
exceeding the median rainfall over 
March to May are between 60 and 
70% over most of north Queensland, 
and between 60 and 65% in a band 
extending from central SA to the far 
west of NSW. In contrast, areas in 
northern and central Tasmania together 
with parts of Victoria’s coastal fringe 
have a 60 to 65% chance of a drier 
than normal autumn.

However, irrigators are well aware 
that allocation in 2008/09 will largely 
depend on spring inflows.

Preparing for next season
There is a low probability of early 
season inflows into the Murray System 
and so it is likely that early season 
allocations will be unavailable.

Growers are urged to consider building 
a carryover during the remainder 
of 2007/08, particularly as further 
increases to the allocation are 
becoming available through changes to 
the water sharing agreements to states 
and through small increases in inflows.

Although not guaranteed to be available 
on 1 July, 2008, water carried over 
from 2007/08 will provide access to 
water earlier in the season and will be 
the main method used to cover early 
season water demand.

In considering the carry-over option, 
growers should remember that long 
term vine health is important and any 
decision to forgo adequate postharvest 
irrigation in favour of saving water as 
carryover should not be taken lightly.

Irrigation outlook tough – 
planning essential

Water Outlook
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officials recommended that any 
improvements from the Murray System 
shared resource after November 2007 
should be shared in equal proportions 
between NSW, Victoria and South 
Australia. 

Senior officials also recommend that 
further improvements from NSW and 
Victorian tributaries during this period 
be retained by the relevant state.

The new arrangements will be reviewed 
monthly to ensure critical human needs 
of Adelaide and towns reliant on the 
Murray and water quality objectives 
continue to be met throughout 2008/09. 

In order to operate the Murray 
System in 2008/09 a number of 
contingency measures, in addition 
to those implemented in 2007/08, 
will underwrite river operations. As 
improvements occur, contingency 
measures will be withdrawn.

Further contingency measures will only 
be implemented to the extent necessary 
to operate the Murray System in 
2008/09. This includes providing for 
system and storage losses upstream 
of the South Australian border and a 
flow of 696 gigalitres across the South 
Australian border to manage water 

Special water sharing arrangements in 
the Murray-Darling Basin will continue 
into 2009 as a result of continuing low 
water availability due to the prolonged 
drought.

Minister for Climate Change and 
Water, Senator Penny Wong said the 
arrangements had been approved 
by the Prime Minister and the First 
Ministers of Victoria, New South Wales, 
South Australia and the ACT under 
the Murray-Darling Basin contingency 
planning process.

In its seventh report to First Ministers, 
the Senior Officials Group responsible 
for contingency planning warned of a 
75% chance there would be less water 
available in the River Murray system 
at June 2008 than there was in June 
2007.

In June 2007 First Ministers agreed to 
special water sharing arrangements in 
which any improvements above critical 
needs in the Murray System were 
shared. 

Senior officials recommended that 
these arrangements should cease as at 
29 November, 2007 and be replaced by 
a new approach.

For the remainder of 2007/08, senior 

quality and system loss requirements in 
that state and provide for critical human 
needs if required.

Senior officials recommended that 
jurisdictions should take responsibility 
for reserving sufficient water to 
underwrite the provision of critical 
needs in their state for 2008/09. In 
order to ensure delivery of water 
carried over by states from 2007/08 
to 2008/09, it was recommended that 
water that is carried over is quarantined 
for the use of the state that carried it 
over. It was also recommended that 
water carried over from 2007/08 to 
2008/09 by water users within a state 
is quarantined from water availability 
estimates of shared water resources in 
2008/09.

As South Australia does not usually 
have access to storages to carryover 
water from one year to the next it is 
recommended that South Australia be 
able to access upstream storages to 
hold water that the state, or irrigators in 
that state, chooses to carry over from 
2007/08 for use in 2008/09.

The Prime Minister and First Ministers 
agreed in full to the recommendations 
of the Murray-Darling Basin Drought 
Contingency Senior Officials Group.

Drought arrangements for the Murray Darling Basin to continue

Goulburn-Murray Water has released an 
initial outlook for seasonal allocations 
in the 2008/09 season. This follows a 
continuation of dry conditions through 
the 2007/08 season, with the inflows 
during spring well below average in 
most systems. 

All northern Victorian systems have 
seasonal allocations of less than 100% 
of high-reliability water shares with 
the Murray system having its lowest 
allocation ever. 

The 2008/09 season is likely to 
commence with very low reserves in all 
storages as water allocated this season 
is delivered or held as carryover by 
customers. 

Storage inflows after March this 
year will be reserved for use during 
2008/09, but significant winter and 
spring inflows are the key elements to 
overcoming a potential water shortage. 
Next season’s irrigation allocations 
will rely almost entirely on the inflows 
between July and November. 

The latest Bureau of Meteorology 
climate outlook provides a 50:50 
chance of exceeding the median 
monthly rainfall during the next three 
months to April 2008, but this does 

not provide a reliable indicator for the 
critical inflow period. 

Outlook for the 
2008/09 season 
Average inflow conditions will not 
provide enough water to allocate water 
for irrigation on 1 July, 2008. 

All systems will begin the 2008/09 
season with zero seasonal allocations. 

By 15 August, 2008, average inflows are 
expected to allow non-zero allocations 
in the Murray, Goulburn, Campaspe 
and Loddon systems. The Broken 
system will remain at zero allocation. 

Slight increases in allocations are 
expected by spring 2008/09 (Table 1) 
however the July to November inflow 

period is critical to supporting irrigation 
allocations during drought conditions 
and dry conditions during the July to 
November period cause little to no 
improvement in seasonal allocations.  
At this stage irrigators are expected 
to receive 100% of their entitlement 
by February 2009 provided average 
inflows occur. If dry conditions persist 
Murray and Goulburn River irrigators 
may be facing an allocation of only 
45%, with no water allocated to the 
Broken or Campaspe irrigators.

Goulburn-Murray Water will update 
the allocation outlook for 2008/09 
on Thursday 15 May 2008. The first 
seasonal allocations for 2008/09 will 
be announced on Tuesday 1 July 2008. 

Victorian 2008/09 season to begin with zero allocation
Table	1.	Outlook	for	15	October	2008	Seasonal	Allocations	(%	of	high-reliability	
water	share)	

* Low-reliability water shares allocated.       The terms in this table mean: 
• Wet  - Inflow volumes that are higher in 1 year out of every 10 years. 
• Average  - Inflow volumes that are higher in 5 years out of every 10 years. 
• Dry  - Inflow volumes that are higher in 9 years out of every 10 years. 

Inflow Conditions  Murray  Broken  Goulburn  Campaspe  Loddon 

Wet  100%  100%*  100%*  100%*  100%* 

Average  63%  100%*  82%  100%  100%* 

Dry  0%  0%  20%  0%  0% 
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The new water sharing arrangements 
between the states agreed upon by the 
Prime Minister and First Ministers has 
resulted in an immediate increase in 
water available for New South Wales 
Murray Valley irrigators.

However, as of 11 February, 2008, NSW 
Murray Valley water users only had 530 
gigalitres available to them.

Inflows from the Darling River, and 
minor inflows into the Murray River 
have been sufficient to allow for full 
repayment of all suspended water from 
2006 and to reserve the 75GL required 
to meet basic human needs for next 
year.

But the outlook for 2008/09 remains 
grim without further substantial inflows. 
There is not yet sufficient resource 
guaranteed for 2008/09. 

Releases from the Menindee Lakes into 
the Lower Darling have contributed 
approximately 80GL to the Murray River 
and is available to NSW Murray Valley 
users only. 

While these flows are good news, the 
drought is far from over. Menindee 
Lake’s storage is only expected to 
increase to about 25% of capacity over 
the coming weeks as the result of the 
Queensland floods. 

Irrigators are encouraged to consider 
carrying over any unused water to next 
season. However, the total amount of 
water that can be used in 2008/09 
remains 100% of entitlement plus any 
water purchased. Water in accounts will 
be forfeited when the sum of the carry 
over volume and the 2008/09 allocation 
reaches 100%. 

Additional water can be purchased in 
2008/09. 

Alternatively irrigators can trade any 
remaining water. Close off of all trade 
in the Murray Valley including inter-
state and inter-valley will be close of 
business on 30 April, 2008. 

Lower Darling
The Lower Darling is now returning to 
a more normal pattern of flows and 
allocations, following the recent rainfall 
and flooding in Queensland. 

Department of Water and Energy 
estimate this will provide about 150GL 
to the Menindee Lakes, adding to the 
350GL that reached the lakes following 
the recent floods in the Border Rivers 

before Christmas. It is not expected that 
the flood from the Warrego River region 
will translate into large flows in the 
Darling River. 

The water from Queensland will 
continue to flow into Menindee Lakes 
until March 2008.

The good news for Lower Darling 
irrigators is that these flows have 
provided enough water for all high 
security licence holders to access 100% 
of their licensed entitlement for the 
2007/08 season. This includes licence 
holders who participated in the ‘Tandure 
water offer’.

All General Security irrigators who were 
allocated survival water, have access 
to the announced 50% allocation, 
plus any survival water that has been 
provided to their accounts until their 
water availability, including future 

allocation increases, is equal to 100% 
of allocations. 

All unused water in accounts will be 
carried over into 2008/09. Likewise all 
water in accounts is tradeable, except 
for town water supply and stock and 
domestic entitlements. All trades must 
be finalised by close of business on the 
30 April, 2008. 

Inter-state and inter-valley trades will 
not be permitted from the Lower Darling 
system until the Menindee Lakes 
storages pass back into Murray-Darling 
Basin Commission (MDBC) control and 
transfer of shared MDBC resources to 
the Murray River commences. 

The water supply situation for 2008/09 
is not yet guaranteed and although 
every effort will be made to do so, any 
water carried over may not be available 
at the times it is required. 

Mixed outlook for 2008/09 
for NSW irrigators 
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■ Allow irrigators to carry-over 
water for use in 2008/09 that 
they may have either bought in 
or not used during 2007/08. 

■ Provide the greatest opportunity for 
water for allocation to irrigators from 
the start of the season, depending on 
inflows over the coming six months. 

■ Guarantee delivery of 696GL 
of dilution flow in 2008/09. 

“Under these new rules and 
recent improvements in water 
availability during December and 
early January, South Australia’s 
imbalance is back to 100GL. 

“The 201GL critical human needs 
reserve will be accumulated before 
July through a combination of 
improvements to inflows in the River 
Murray and Mount Lofty Ranges’ 
catchments and management 
of dilution flows,” she said. 

Carry-over water for 2008/09
South Australian irrigators will 
be able to carry over all of their 
allocations not used in 2007/08 
into the 2008/09 water year. 

Minister Maywald said irrigators 
would be able to manage the limited 
water available better through 
the new carry-over option. 

“Licensed water users will be able 
to carry forward all of their unused 
restricted water allocation at June 30, 
2008, for use next water year,” she said.

“While the provision of carry-over 
depends on climate conditions and 
the ability to deliver it from interstate 
storages to South Australia, the 
government is confident carry-
over can be supplied, although an 
absolute guarantee cannot be given. 

“Water carried over into 2008/09 will 
be tradeable in South Australia and 
interstate. Previously, carry-over water 
could only be traded in South Australia.” 

Carry-over water application 
forms must be lodged with the 
Department of Water, Land and 
Biodiversity Conservation between 
March 1 and 31, inclusive. Late 
applications will not be accepted. 

For further information about carry-
over contact DWLBC on (08) 8595 
2053 or visit	http://www.dwlbc.sa.gov.
au/murray/drought/index.html

Minister for the River Murray 
Karlene Maywald says irrigation 
allocations will remain unchanged 
at 32% in South Australia. 

“Despite widespread rain and flooding 
in some parts of Australia, the inflows to 
the Murray-Darling Basin shared system 
in January and early February 2008 
have only marginally increased and we 
are still experiencing an incredibly dry 
period that is impacting on our water 
supplies,” Minister Maywald said. 

This announcement adds to the anxiety 
of South Australian irrigators who 
will receive just over half the amount 
of water delivered in 2006/07.

Under the special water sharing 
arrangements agreed upon by 
First Ministers in June 2007 South 
Australia agreed to share its access 
to initial water resources so that 
New South Wales and Victoria could 
meet their critical human needs. 

In return, South Australia would 
receive better access to resources 
as the season progressed and 
water availability improved. 

Minister Maywald said that under the 
special water sharing rules, South 
Australia was 150 gigalitres better 
off at November 30 than it would 
have been if the normal sharing 
rules had applied. This equates to 
about 27% of irrigator allocations.

“If those rules continued to apply 
then this imbalance would continue 
to grow and South Australia would 
be required to pay it back in full 
before any water could be allocated 
to irrigators for 2008/09,” she said. 

“This was clearly unacceptable so 
the rules have been renegotiated.” 

The negotiated changes mean 
that from 1 July 2008, South 
Australia will be able to: 
■ Meet annual critical human 

needs of 201GL to supply 
Adelaide, country towns and 
private stock and domestic. 

SA River Murray 
allocations to stay at 32%

Murrumbidgee Valley
Good rainfall in the Murrumbidgee 
Valley in January has made little 
difference to storage levels in the 
Murrumbidgee River system.

The Murrumbidgee River system 
only received 25,000ML in inflows 
in January, which is well short of the 
average monthly inflow of 119,000ML. 

Wet conditions have caused a 
significant reduction in river losses and 
irrigation demand for the month and 
this has led to an increase in general 
security allocations from 9% to 13% of 
entitlement. 

In addition, a reserve of 50GL of 
water is being set aside as allocations 
increase to ensure that water supply for 
critical requirements and carry over in 
2008/09 can be delivered.

Department of Water and Energy has 
notified irrigators that all water in 
accounts may be traded except for town 
water supply and stock and domestic 
allocations. This includes all inter-valley 
and inter-state trades. 

Water can be traded back into the 
Murrumbidgee Valley, as long as there 
is nett trade into the Murray Valley. 

An important exception to these 
arrangements is for those users who 
participated in the 2002/03 Snowy 
Hydro borrowing arrangements. Water 
re-credited in 2007/08 from that which 
was suspended in 2006 may not be 
traded until the water borrowed from 
Snowy Hydro has been repaid. 

All trade in the Murrumbidgee Valley 
must be finalised by close of business 
on 30 April, 2008. 

Licence holders can also choose to 
carry over all unused water in their 
account as of 30 June 2008, up to a 
limit of 15% of their total entitlement. 
However, if the drought continues, 
water may not be delivered when 
requested. 

The future for Murrumbidgee irrigators 
is optimistic. There is sufficient water 
under a repeat of the worst recorded 
inflow sequence to provide for carry 
over, basic human needs, and critical 
industry requirements for 2008/09. 
However, continuous supply for all 
sections of the regulated system could 
not be initially guaranteed. 

There is a 75% chance that all high 
security requirements will be available, 
and a 50% chance that general security 
licence holders will receive modest 
initial allocations. 

“Despite widespread 
rain and flooding ... 

inflows to the Murray-
Darling ... have only 

marginally increased.” 
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The devastating grape pest phylloxera 
has been detected at a vineyard near 
the Macedon Ranges, north-west of 
Melbourne.

Phylloxera (Dakulosphaira	vitifolii) is a 
yellow aphid which is a major threat to 
Australian viticulture.

The aphid feeds on vine roots and 
leaves. The root system becomes badly 
damaged and affect’s the vine’s ability 
to take up nutrients and water. Over 
time leaves turn yellow, yields gradually 
reduce and there is a general decline in 
vine health.

Unfortunately because most of the 
obvious symptoms are below ground, 
in many cases the infestation goes 
unnoticed for up to two years or more 
when the symptoms of vine decline 
become noticeable. 

DPI Plant Standards Manager Dr Patrick 
Sharkey said grape phylloxera affected 
many wine-growing regions around the 
world, including some in Victoria.

“It is a problem for the viticulture 
industry because it causes a gradual 
decline in vine health and there is no 
effective treatment for the pest on 
ungrafted vines,” Dr Sharkey said.

“It is also a market access issue 
for both the viticulture and nursery 
industries, and requires restrictions on 
the movement of vine products from 
affected areas.”

In the most recent case in the Macedon 
Ranges the property owner noticed poor 
vigour in a number of vines and notified 
the Victorian Department of Primary 
Industries’ (DPI) Plant Standards 
Branch.

“Samples were taken from the affected 

vines and DPI’s reference entomologist 
has confirmed the presence of the pest 
on the property,” Dr Sharkey said.

It is believed the pest has been present 
for some time.

The Australian viticulture industry 
has been vigilant in trying to contain 
the spread of phylloxera and has 
established a National Phylloxera 
Management Protocol to deal with new 
and existing infestations.

Following the guidelines in the protocol 
the departments Plant Standards 
branch formed an incident management 
team to respond to this new incident.

The property owner was issued with an 
infested land notice and a control area 
known as a phylloxera infested zone 
(PIZ) was declared around the infested 
property.

Surveys have been undertaken in some 
of the vineyards associated with the 
infested vineyard and in vineyards 
in the district. Thankfully phylloxera 
has not yet been detected outside the 
infested vineyard.

With so much at stake for the industry, 
Senior DPI Plant Standards officers met 
with local growers, winery managers 
and industry groups to proactively 
control this outbreak and prevent 
further spread of the pest.

Nationally-agreed protocols regulate 
the movement of filtered juice, whole 
grapes, crushed grapes (must) and used 
agricultural machinery and bins from 
phylloxera-affected areas to wineries in 
other parts of Victoria and interstate.

“DPI took swift action to have the 
property placed under quarantine and 
the property owner is implementing 
appropriate biosecurity measures,” Dr 
Sharkey said.

“Early detection is the best defence 
against this pest and through a 
cooperative approach it can be 
effectively managed,” he said.

Breaching conditions of 
movement
The industry is serious about containing 
phylloxera and anyone found breaching 
the conditions of movement will be 
prosecuted.

Earlier this year a viticultural contractor 
was fined $7,000 in the Wangaratta 

Magistrates Court after pleading guilty 
to charges laid by DPI under the Plant 
Health and Plant Products Act 1995.

The contractor had failed to meet 
protocol and obtain a permit from the 
Victorian DPI before moving his used 
grape harvester from a PIZ in Victoria’s 
north-east to vineyards in the south of 
the state in March 2006 even though he 
was aware he should. 

The court case highlighted the fact that 
industry members are aware of the 
laws and protocols, but unfortunately 
complacency exists. 

What was promising for the industry 
was the fact that several industry 
witnesses came forward to testify in the 
case indicating that such actions will 
not be tolerated.

New phylloxera outbreak 
in Macedon Ranges

Conditions of 
movement

The following conditions apply for the 
movement of phylloxera host material 
from a PIZ.
■ Movement of soil, cuttings, rootlings 

and potted vines and wine grapes is 
prohibited: 

■ Movement of marc, must (crusted 
gapes) and unfiltered juice, 
germplasm, diagnostic samples and 
agricultural equipment and bins is 
allowed subject to meeting protocol 
standards and a permit issued by 
Plant Standards.

If in doubt about conditions, or for 
details on permit requirements, contact 
DPI Plant Standards on (03) 8371 
3500. 

Photos courtesy of Kevin Powell, DPI Rutherglen.

Galls	form	on	the	roots	of	plants,	
stunting	root	growth	and	preventing	the	
vine	from	taking	up	water	and	nutrients.

Phylloxera	is	a	devastating	pest	that	
threatens	viticulture	industries	around	
the	globe.



Around the block

Rain damages dried grape crop
Any rain from mid-January on seems 
to be bad for some grape varieties 
used for dried fruit production.

The official rainfall recorded on 19 
January, 2008 was 19 millimetres, 
although some areas recorded more. 
The rain delivered a crippling blow 
to growers already reeling from the 
effects of low water allocations.

For most crops there was little that 
could be done as the grapes were ripe 
enough to split, but not ripe enough 
to start picking or summer pruning.

Some growers reported as much of 
80% of their Carina crop had split, 
although most reports ranged from 
10-30% depending on maturity stage. 
This damage has been previously 
unheard of as Carina was believed to 
be ‘bullet proof’ against rain damage.

Sultanas didn’t get as much damage, 
but in some cases at least half the 
berries on bunches were split. 

Any damage to Sultanas produces 
dark berries as they dry. As a result 
of the rain it is likely that the normal 
proportion of 5 crown light will be 
reduced this season with crops more 
likely to be dominated by 3 crown 
fruit. Under these conditions growers 
may consider themselves lucky if 
their best fruit is graded 4 crown.

Most of the splitting was lateral ‘gash’ 
splitting down the side of the berry 
with a lesser amount of ring splitting.

Fortunately there were cooling breezes 
in the days following the rain which 
helped dry out the bunches and 
foliage. Fruit began to dry out and 

in some cases berry splits started 
to heal over. Some growers applied 
Rovral, sodium meta bi-sulphate or 
spread dusting sulphur in order to 
prevent any mould development.

At that time, growers had to hold 
off summer pruning until the sound 
berries had matured enough to 
commence cutting canes. Significant 
berry shatter of damaged berries 
has been reported even with gentle 
handling during summer pruning.

Postharvest irrigation
Once harvest is completed, growers 
should monitor their vineyard soil 
moisture and irrigate when necessary. 
This will be a decision of balancing 
how much water should be used this 
season against how much can be 
withheld and available to carry over 
for start of the 2008/09 season. 

Postharvest irrigation helps to maintain 
vine health and assist the build-up 
of carbohydrates in the perennial 
parts of the vine such as the roots, 
trunk and canes. This can help 
achieve uniform budburst and shoot 
development in the following season. 

Growers may be better off looking 
after their vines this season 
rather than trying to rectify a poor 
budburst and development with 
lower water allocations next year.

Weeds
Seeds of three cornered jack generally 
germinate during autumn and early 
winter. Growers should look for 
germinating seeds and achieve effective 
control by killing the young seedlings. 

Weed control will be even more 
important this season if a grower’s 
drought strategy decides against 
growing a cover crop this season 
as there will be no competition 
for the newly germinating 3 
cornered jack seedlings.

Order rootstock and 
scion cuttings
Certified virus-free vine material 
should be used when new patches 
of vines are being planted. 

To obtain certified rootstock and 
scion cuttings, growers should place 
orders through the Victorian and 
Murray Valley Vine Improvement 
Association (VAMVVIA).

Order forms will be available in April. 
Forms will be sent to last year’s 
customers or can be picked up 
from VAMVVIA at 31 Deakin avenue 
Mildura or sent out on request.

If you require rootstock cuttings or bud 
wood you are encouraged to place your 
order early as cuttings will now be sold 
on a needs basis as orders are received.

VAMVVIA can be contacted 
on (03) 5022 8499.  
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Carina	bunches	5	days	after	the	rain	
showing	ring	and	gash	splitting	with	the	
berries	already	starting	to	shrivel	and	
dry.

Sultanas	showing	both	gash	splits	and	ring	splits.	Photo	taken	5	days	after	the	rain.	
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Trade directory

NANGILOC COLIGNAN FARMS NURSERIES
We take pride in our quality.
Field grown grafted vines, 

   1 and 2 year old on a range of  
rootstocks.

                    Email:  wullrich@ncf-treviso.com.au

Contact Werner on:

0428 293 040
0350 291623

Mobile:

For advertising 
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Australia and New Zealand
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Let me! plan, produce and manage your advertising

 

 

Phone: (03) 5021 0671 - (03) 5021 5302

2 Lainie Court, Mildura 
4A Eaton Place, Oakleigh

Regional office:

Melbourne offfice:

 
Noel Hiscock
0417 350657 advert9@bigpond.net.au

Geoff Bell
0417 577953 belladv@bigpond.net.au

Bobbie Pappin
0438 210676 bpappin@bigpond.com



www.beyondblue.org.au

Depression is common – one in five Australians will experience 
the illness during their lifetime. Depression is an illness that 
can be treated and needs to be checked out. 

To find out more visit our website or call the info line.

1300 22 4636

        “I didn’t want people
                        to think I was weak.

    I’m a man
                and men don’t get
              depression.”






