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Fellow growers, Spring time is here 
again.

The last few months have seen the 
winter work completed and a potential 
new crop begin to bud.

This is a time for patience and risk 
management. 

The Winter has failed to bring excessive 
rainfall and as a result our water 
allocations are not yet what we wish 
for. However, the soil surfaces in the 
catchments are now wet and any 
further rain will boost inflows into the 
dams. 

Tough decisions may be needed again 
this season if the situation does not 
improve. Growers who were able to 
carry over water have the luxury of 
time. Careful use of carryover water 
means growers can delay  making 
any drastic decisions about the 
management of vines for the rest of the 
season until late Spring.

I urge all growers to use the field days 
and meetings that will be held during 
the next few months to ensure that you 
keep well informed of the irrigation 
season outlook. Those growers that 
think these meetings are a waste of 
time and do not attend may miss out on 
great ideas or sound advice that often 
arise from the discussions.

Patience will be needed during the 
Spring period while we wait to see if 
adequate rainfalls come.

The mistakes that some of us made 
last year should not be repeated and 
together we must learn to do it better.

The guaranteed price rise for dried fruit 
for season 2009, which was reported 
in June, should give us all confidence 
to pursue a crop if adequate water is 
available to make it possible.

Risk management in Spring is all 
important. Frost and hail storms can 
devastate a year’s work in a few 
hours. Insurance cover is available for 
these risks if you wish to take out an 
insurance policy.

Disease control during Spring is another 
risk that needs to be managed carefully, 
even if the weather appears benign.

Federal Council
The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) held its annual Federal Council 
meetings in July and some reports are 
printed in this edition. Congratulations 
to the growers elected to the Board of 
Management.

Mark King, Allan Long, Neville Mitchell 
and I were re-elected and Stephen 
Bennett was elected for the first time.

Last edition I wrote about the great loss 
our industry faces with the planned 
closure of the CSIRO Merbein research 
station. As this edition goes to print 
there is continuing doubt about the 
future of the research station, despite 
ongoing talks and deputations by ADFA 
and other horticultural and community 
groups.

The ongoing drought conditions are still 
of great concern. The current low water 
availability in the Murray-Darling Basin 
is as serious as it gets, with plenty of 
opinions but no solutions to please all 
interest groups. 

ADFA continues to put forward 
considered, practical and fair responses 
to the numerous government reviews 
currently underway including those 
relating to drought, climate change, 
carbon emission targets and water 
sharing on behalf of our members.

Peter Jones 
ADFA Chairman

Patience needed as we 
wait for rain 
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ATGA Chairman’s report

Nick Muraca
ATGA CHAIRMAN

Welcome to the Spring edition of The 
Vine.

With budburst occurring in some of the 
northern areas and pruning coming to 
an end down south, growers anxiously 
wait to see what weather challenges lie 
ahead of them this season. 

Speaking to a northern area grower 
he said budburst had occurred, but 
the following weather conditions were 
undesirable for this stage in vine 
growth.

Down south in the Murray Valley water 
remains a major concern. Most vines 
have now been pruned in preparation 
for the coming season and it is a case 
of waiting for Spring rain to fall locally, 
and more importantly in the catchment 
areas.

At the time of writing, growers on the 
Victorian side of the Murray River had 
been given zero allocation for the start 
of the irrigation season. 

There is no doubt that Sunraysia table 
grape growers have a difficult task 
ahead this season with rising fuel costs 
and increased input costs in general, 
and of course the lack of irrigation 
water; but hopefully things will change 
for the better.

Promotion
Each year the industry invests grower 
levies in a promotion campaign to keep 
consumers thinking about table grapes 
and to convince them to buy more.

In recent years some Board members 
have expressed concern about various 
aspects of the campaign and so the 
Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) Promotions Subcommittee 
has decided to review the promotions 
strategic plan and set the direction for 
the future.

To help decide the path table grapes 
should follow Horticulture Australia 
(HAL) has appointed consultants Dangar 
Research.

In mid-August Liz Dangar from Dangar 
Research facilitated a workshop to 
gauge how the various sectors of the 
industry felt about table grapes. The 
group included independent retailers, 
wholesalers, marketers, exporters, a 
dietician, HAL personnel, table grape 
growers, and the ATGA Promotions 
Subcommittee.  

I made a presentation on behalf of the 
ATGA and we also heard presentations 
from HAL, nutritionists, media 

researchers, and growers. Dangar 
Research also gave an overview of how 
consumers perceive table grapes as an 
eatable commodity.

Following up from the workshop HAL, 
Dangar Research and the ATGA will 
meet with representatives from the 
main supermarket chains to get their 
input as they were unable to attend the 
workshop. 

In addition Dangar Research is 
conducting other independent 
consumer research. 

The findings from the research 
and outcomes from the workshop 
will be compiled into a series of 
recommendations for the ATGA to 
consider when setting the strategic 
direction for promotions for the future.

CSIRO Merbein closure
There has been no change to the status 
of the closure of CSIRO at Merbein. Our 
Chief Executive Jeff Scott has been at 
a number of meetings involving other 
commodity groups, politicians, and the 
Sunraysia Area Consultative Committee, 
trying to derive ways to save the CSIRO 
site from closure. 

He has met with key personnel from the 
CSIRO Board and it seems the only way 
forward is for all industry groups, which 
would include table grapes, dried fruit, 
citrus, wine grapes, almonds and olives, 
to commit to funding further R&D funds 
to make Merbein sustainable. Given the 
state of levy funds at the moment this is 
going to be very difficult to achieve.

Nick Muraca 
ATGA Chairman

Good spring weather 
needed for positive start
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of severe drought on potential 
production. The preliminary 
findings are listed below.

The site
The original trial was planted 
to Sultana H4, a variety 
mainly used for dried grape 
production in Sunraysia. 
Sultana H4 is a high yielding 
clone when grown under well-
watered conditions.

The replicated trial block 
comprised 10 rows with nine 
sub-plots of three vines in 
each row. 

Each of the sub-plots 
was planted to a different 
rootstock grafted with Sultana 
and included self-grafted 
Sultana vines: 
■ 101-14 (Vitis riparia × Vitis  

   rupestris)
■ 116-60 (Vitis candicans ×  

   1613C)
■ 187-24 (Vitis solonis × Vitis   

   candicans)
■ Kober (Vitis berlandieri × Vitis riparia)
■ Paulsen (Vitis berlandieri × Vitis   

    rupestris)
■ Ramsey (Vitis champinii)

■ Ruggeri (Vitis berlandieri ×  
     Vitis rupestris)

■ Schwarzmann (Vitis riparia  
         × Vitis rupestris)

■ Self-grafted Sultana H4  
           (Vitis vinifera) 

Vines were spaced at three 
metres within and at 4m 
between rows. 

The vineyard had not received 
any irrigation throughout the 
2007/08 season due to severe 
water restrictions. 

Measurements
The impact of drought on vine 
leaf area was recorded on 12 
February, 2008 using the LAI-
2000 canopy analyser. 

On 18 February, 2008 fruit 
of each vine was harvested 

Dried grape growers can have 
confidence in knowing that there is 
hope for some of their Sultana vines 
once the drought ends.

Growers and researchers are watching 
a former rootstock trial in Mildura with 
interest. Other than rainfall, of which 
there was little, the trial block did not 
receive any water during the growing 
season of 2007/08, but only received a 
postharvest irrigation to start the revival 
of the vines as the observation project 
began at the close of the season.

Yet some vines still bore fruit showing 
a remarkable resilience to drought 
conditions.

Victorian Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) staff measured leaf area 
of the vines and harvested fruit present 
in mid-February to assess the impact 

and weighed and bunches were 
counted. Some bunches had completely 
desiccated and were weighed 
separately from those that still had 
fully turgid berries. Dry weight of the 
turgid berries was estimated from the 
recorded fresh weights assuming a 
sugar level of 25%. Fresh weight of 
dry berries was estimated on the same 
basis.

Leaf area retention
Vines growing in, or close to, the 
outside rows had the highest leaf area 
(Figure 1). This was probably due to soil 
moisture intrusion from the surrounding 
vineyard which remained on a normal 
irrigation regime. Consequently, 
rows numbered 1, 8, 9 and 10 were 
excluded from further evaluation so 
that only vines that had not received 
any supplementary irrigation were 
considered. 

The plant area index of each rootstock 
scion combination was ranked in 
increasing order from left to right, 
excluding vines from outside rows as 
indicated earlier (Figure 2). 

Each rootstock scion combination was 
photographed on 12 February, 2008 

Cover story

Resilience of Sultana to drought
Preliminary evaluation of nine 
rootstock scion combinations

By Karl Sommer

Figure 1: Boxplot of plant area index per vine row 
(12 February, 2008).

Figure 2: Ranked boxplot of plant area index as an 
indicator of leaf area on 12 February, 2008.Note 
row 1 and rows 8 – 10 have been excluded due 
to soil moisture intrusion from adjacent block. 

The vineyard had 
not received any 

irrigation throughout 
the 2007/08 season 
due to severe water 

restrictions. 
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101-14 Self-grafted Schwarzmann

Kober 116-60 Ruggeri 

Paulsen 187-24 Ramsey

Figure 3: Images were taken on 12 February, 2008 and are ranked according to retained leaf area for each rootstock as 
depicted in the boxplot in Figure 2. Note: The canopy size and density as well as the size and shadow density of the 
canopy should be observed when assessing the rootstock performance in this figure.

■  CONTINUED ON PAGE 8  ■

vines, but had far less foliage than 
the vines grafted to Ruggeri, 116-60, 
Paulsen, Ramsey and 187-24 which 
retained sizable and functioning leaf 
canopies. The amount of leaf retained 
amongst the latter vines was similar 
although 187-24 gave consistently the 
highest leaf index (Figures 2 and 3). 

It is interesting to note that 
vines grafted to either 101-14 
or Schwarzmann have the same 
parentage, namely Vitis riparia × Vitis 
rupestris, pointing to a common genetic 
trait regarding the low resilience to 

and one representative image of each 
combination is presented in Figure 3. 
The photographs further illustrate how 
much leaf canopy the various scion/
rootstock combinations were able to 
retain at that time. 

Vines grafted to 101-14 and 
Schwarzmann were completely 
defoliated by 12 February, 2008 with a 
plant area index near zero. Self-grafted 
vines also were mostly defoliated but 
had retained some viable leaves. 

Vines grafted to Kober had retained 
more viable leaves than self-grafted 

defoliation following severe water 
stress. Both rootstocks performed 
poorly and most probably will not 
survive the following season without 
supplementary water. 

Self-grafted Sultana also had a very low 
leaf retention and therefore relatively 
poor resilience to drought as measured 
by leaf canopy retention. 

Rootstock effect on yield
Figure 4 illustrates the yield obtained 
from the various rootstock scion 
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surprisingly, the ranking is 
quite similar to that seen for 
leaf area retention in Figures 
2 and 3. 

Ramsey grafted vines, based 
on their leaf retention, would 
have been expected to 
have higher yields. Ramsey 
grafted vines, relative to 
other rootstocks, were more 
variable in their leaf area 
retention. 

More consistent were vines 
grafted to 116-60 and 187-
24. They clearly performed 
better than other rootstock 
scion combinations and 
should be investigated in 
more detail. 

Conclusion
Large differences in leaf 
retention and yield were 

seen in mid-February for a range of combinations on 18 February, 2008. Not 

rootstock scion combinations without 
supplementary irrigation water. 

Vines grafted to V. riparia × V. rupestris 
rootstocks 101-14 and Schwarzmann 
and self-grafted vines were completely 
defoliated and some vines were dead. 

Vines on other rootstocks retained 
considerable leaf area and yielded 
between 1 and 2 t/ha of dried fruit. 

Vines grafted to 116-60 and 187-
24 had the highest yield and those 
rootstocks probably have the potential 
to convey a high degree of resilience 
to the variety Sultana when irrigation is 
less than sub-optimal. 

The technical assistance of Linda 
Pollock is gratefully acknowledged.

Karl Sommer is a Research Scientist at 
Victorian DPI Mildura.

Contact: Karl Sommer

Tel: (03) 5051 4500

Email: karl.sommer@dpi.vic.gov.au

BA to start IRA for 
table grapes from China

Figure 4: Ranked boxplot of rootstock effect on 
yield, recorded on 18 February, 2008.

■  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7  ■

A proposal to import table grapes from 
China may raise concern amongst 
Australian growers.

An earlier application to export table 
grapes to Australia is now being 
processed and Biosecurity Australia 
(BA) has started formal proceedings 
with an import risk analysis (IRA).

The analysis will be conducted under 
the new regulated IRA process.

Although the regulations require a 
standard IRA to be completed within 24 
months of announcement (18 August, 
2008) this IRA is expected to take less 
time, as substantial preliminary work 
has already been undertaken.

The next step is to release a draft 
IRA report to enable all interested 
stakeholders to comment and provide 
submissions.

Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) Chief Executive Jeff Scott said 
growers should not be threatened by 
the announcement.

“China is a northern hemisphere 
producer and as such table grapes 
imported to Australia would only 
compete with Californian fruit which 
is also imported at that time and not 
domestic supplies,” he said.

“Furthermore, as we have found 
with our own dealings with China, 

the market access process can take 

several years.

“Authorities are compelled to ensure 

the biosecurity of their domestic 

industries and so the IRA process is 

rigorous with scientific scrutiny and 

thorough consultation with industry.

“The ATGA will be monitoring the 

progress of the Chinese IRA.”

Further information on the regulated 

IRA process can be found on 

Biosecurity Australia’s website www.

biosecurityaustralia.gov.au.

The Australian Government will 
implement a pilot program approving 
a new Pacific Island seasonal workers 
visa in key horticultural regions.

The three-year pilot program will deal 
with the most critical horticultural 
regions suffering labour shortages - 
such as Swan Hill (Victoria) and Griffith 
(NSW). Other locations are still to be 
confirmed.

Launching the program Agriculture 
Minister Tony Burke said the pilot 
would be the ‘litmus test’ for a national 
scheme to enable horticultural farmers 
to maximise their growth potential and 
increase food production. 

“As a labour-intensive sector, 
horticulture’s future depends on a 
reliable seasonal workforce, and 
unprecedented growth is in the offing.”

The pilot program is touted to bring 
benefits to all involved. In return for 
providing a much needed workforce. 
Pacific workers would receive award 
wages and conditions, and gain new 
skills and training.

The first of the 2,500 seasonal workers 
are expected for the peak harvest 
seasons later this year.

Pacific Island pilot program 
given the nod
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Horticulture welcomes ACCC 
recommendations on Code of Conduct

Horticulture Australia Council (HAC), 
the peak national body representing 
horticultural industries, welcomed 
the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission’s (ACCC) 
recommendations for improving the 
operation of the mandatory Horticulture 
Code of Conduct. 

The recommendations were included 
as part of the ACCC’s Review of Retail 
Grocery Pricing. 

HAC Chair, Stuart Swaddling, said 
he welcomed the recommendations 
regarding the code. 

“They are certainly a step in the right 
direction. We have been advising both 
the ACCC and the government since 
the introduction of the code in May 
last year that many of these proposed 
changes were required.

“Industry has pushed for years for 
the introduction of a mandatory code 
of conduct for the fruit and vegetable 

sector to deliver three basics of normal 
business practice to growers: clarity (in 
writing) in their contractual dealings; 
transparency in transactions (whether 
the trader is acting as an agent on the 
growers’ behalf, or a merchant for their 
own profit); and a cost-effective and 
accessible dispute resolution process.

“HAC, on behalf of industry made a 
series of recommended improvements 
for the code to the review. These 
included: coverage of the full supply 
chain (not just traders) at first point 
of sale; proposals for dealing with the 
pooling and price-averaging issues; 

definition of ‘delivery’ and the price-
setting point; a ‘sunset clause’ for 
pre-existing contracts and so on.

“In particular, the report’s 
recommendation that the ACCC have 
the ability to conduct ‘spot audits’ is 
a huge step forward to ensure the 
growers get what we have always 
asked for.

“We are keen to talk with the 
government in more detail about the 
potential implications of some of the 
recommendations. However, in general 
terms, we believe that, once the final 
recommendations are implemented, 
and the code is operating as originally 
intended, this will give growers 
the tools necessary to make sound 
business decisions.

“Industry is looking forward to a 
bipartisan approach to ensure thorough 
consultation with industry, and speedy 
adoption of the recommendations.”

“... this will give 
growers the tools 

necessary to make 
sound business 

decisions.”



1010

APIA National 
Executive 

Chair

Cheryl Heley
 

Grower Representatives

Greg Brooke-Kelly 

Harley Delves 

Jim Granger

Michael Zalunardo

Packer/ Marketer 
representatives: 

Chris Brooke-Kelly

Chris Ellis

Colin Farey

APIA National Secretariat: 

Phil Chidgzey
Australian Dried Fruits Association

31 Deakin Avenue

PO Box 5942

Mildura 3502

Tel: (03) 5023 5174

Email: ausprune@adfa.asn.au

 
Industry Development 

Manager: 

Anne Mooney
NSW Department Primary Industries

Tel: (02) 6391 3873

Email: anne.mooney@dpi.nsw.gov.au

10

Annual conference 2008 - 
too good to be missed

Prune growers can look forward to an 
information-packed conference not to 
be missed. 

The Australian Prune Industry 
Association (APIA) annual conference 
and annual general meeting will be held 
22-23 October at the Young Services 
Club, Cloete Street, Young.

With climate change a hot topic in 
the news, the Executive has asked 
Gary Allan from New South Wales 
Department of Primary Industries 
(DPI) to be a guest speaker. Mr Allan 
is Project Leader for Climate Risk 
Management, a project which raises 
awareness and understanding of 
climate change issues.

He will speak about the changes in 
climate already observed, current 
projections of future changes, the 
potential impacts of these changes for 
different industries and how we might 
respond. He will also mention some of 
the expected outcomes of the project 
which will develop decision support 

tools and guidelines in collaboration 
with DPI extension/technical staff and 
researchers and external partners, 
and then deliver training in climate 
risk management to farmers and 
agricultural professionals.

Also heading the guest speaker list will 
be Commonwealth Bank Agribusiness 
Manager for southern NSW, Richard 
Hewitt who will speak about the general 
status of agribusiness in the region. 

Growers and their partners are 
encouraged to attend the conference 
dinner on Wednesday night where 
they can enjoy good food and wine, 
entertainment and great company. The 
dinner will be held off-site at Café de 
Jour, Lovell Street, Young and will cost 
$30/head. 

For further details about the conference 
or to obtain a registration form please 
contact Industry Development Manager 
Anne Mooney, Tel: (02) 02 63913873, 
Email: anne.mooney@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Wednesday, 22 October

8.30am Registration 

9.00am Opening and welcome

9.10am Climate change and the 
prune industry, Garry 
Allan, New South Wales 
Department of Primary 
Industries

10.00am Panel – International 
Prune Association 
Congress – Chile 2007

10.30am Morning tea

11.00am Research project reports

 Prune varieties, Sue 
Marte

 Irrigation, Roy Menzies

 Website, Richard Waters

12.30pm Lunch

1.30pm Research report 
continued

 Dehydration, Dr Henry 
Sabarez

2.00pm Public relations, 
promotions and the 
prune industry, Margot 
Gorsky, PR Matters

2.30pm Promotions Committee 
report, Executive 
Committee

3.00pm  Afternoon tea

3.30pm  Market reports, Angas 
Park and Verity Fruits

4.00pm Close

7.00pm Conference dinner, Café 
de Jour

Thursday, 23 october

9.00am Agribusiness – 
challenges and 
opportunities, Richard 
Hewitt, Agribusiness 
Manager, Southern NSW, 
Commonwealth Bank

9.45am Industry Development 
Manager report, Anne 
Mooney

10.15am Interest group sessions 

11.00am Morning tea

11.30am APIA Annual General 
Meeting

1.00pm  Lunch

 2.00pm Field tours (to be 
announced)

4.00 pm Conference close

The program
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They say that a life of prunes ensures 
a ‘good run for your money’. D’Arcy 
Granger is living proof of that.

Few families have been in the prune 
industry as long as the Grangers of 
Kingsvale in the Young region of New 
South Wales, and even fewer people 
have been dedicated to the industry 
as long as D’Arcy Granger. D’Arcy 
assumed control of J.C. Granger & Sons 
in 1947 when his father, the company 
founder, passed away; and today, over 
60 years later, D’Arcy still oversees that 
same successful growing and packing 
company.

D’Arcy’s father, the late James Charles 
Granger, first grew plums on the 
Kingsvale property in 1920. D’Arcy 
Granger was born just three years later. 

In 1919 James had returned from active 
service in Europe during World War I to 
re-join his father, a Master Baker, at the 
family bakery business in Parramatta. 
Prior to enlistment, James has studied 
to become a butter and cheese maker 
at Hawkesbury Agricultural College.

But on his return, James began 
dreaming of a future on the land and 
so sought to move to his brother’s dairy 
farm, which had been carved out of 
rainforest on the Dorrigo Plateau prior 
to his enlistment. However times were 
tough and many things had changed 
while he was away. James soon 
discovered that the dairy farm had been 
abandoned during the war.

Before long, James was told by an army 
mate who worked for the Department 
of Lands, about government-funded 
soldier settlements, in effect free land 
plots on which they could establish their 
future. 

The area that James chose to explore 
was Young. He took a train from Sydney 
and rode a pushbike from Wirrimah to 
Kingsvale to check out the available 
settlement areas. When travelling 
through the Kingsvale region, he 
spotted the block he wanted. 

There were a total of 26 blocks 
available ranging from 20 hectares (50 
acres) upwards, but the one that caught 
his eye was just over 28ha and he could 
see the potential. It is where the J.C. 
Granger & Sons business is still located 
today – almost 90 years later.

Ex-servicemen, with a suitable mix of 
occupant skills ranging from doctors 

Granger family survive almost a 
century in prune industry

D’Arcy Granger has spent his entire life involved with 
the Australian prune industry. At 85 he is still actively 
involved with the family business at Kingsvale.

to builders and electricians, took up 
the surrounding blocks. The mix of 
skills and professions helped sustain 
the settlers who became a very close 
community. But not all became farmers, 
with many not planting anything at all 
on their land, rather choosing to make a 
living by various other means. 

Subsequently, in the early 1940’s there 
were many local settlers who were 
struggling to make a living and many 
felt their allotments were inadequate. 
The government of the day, in respect 
of their previous service and current 
situation, responded by offering all 
settlement soldiers the right to select 
and own an additional block of land. 

Most took up the offer, but James 
decided he already had enough land to 
make a reasonable living. His block was 
planted with 4ha of prune trees and 2ha 
of apples and pears from a Victorian 
nursery and sold through a store in 
Young. All required good summer 
rainfall and at the time, that wasn’t a 
problem. Apples, particularly, were big 
business in the area at the time.

In those days, plums were not picked 
from the trees, but collected from the 
ground after it had dropped. Young 
men from the nearby village of Wombat 
assisted with the harvest, with one 
man renowned for working all day 
and then continuing throughout the 
night using a hurricane lamp. Drying 
was accomplished with the invaluable 
assistance of the sun.

Second 
generation take 
control
When James passed 
away, D’Arcy and his 
brother Ken assumed 
responsibility 
for the farm. It 
wasn’t necessarily 
something D’Arcy 
had envisioned as he 
had been working in 
Young as an engineer 
and saw that as his 
future. But, inevitably, 
he accepted the 
responsibility and 
soon found that 
his engineering 
skills were a huge 
advantage in his new 
venture. 

The brothers decided to concentrate 
on prunes alone, as they required 
less pesticide spraying – the cost of 
pesticide had increased dramatically. 
Toxic products including arsenate of 
lead and lime sulphur were mixed by 
growers with their bare hands and 
used as pesticides. Cardboard was also 
placed at the base of the trees to deter 
pests.

The immediate challenge was to come 
up with a more efficient means of 
drying the prunes. This was the bane 
of all producers at the time and D’Arcy 
was determined to find a solution. His 
first initiative was to re-design his 
father’s dehydration shed. But his most 
important innovation was designing and 
building a new dehydration machine. 

D’Arcy’s father had purchased an 
abandoned Lands Department machine 
that lay idle on a Kingsvale property. It 
was designed for hand loading with the 
heating unit at the bottom and included 
a totally inefficient fan unit. With the 
assistance of CSIRO engineer Don 
McBean, D’Arcy completely re-designed 
and built a new concept in dehydration 
machinery. 

The two men became lifelong friends 
and have worked together on many 
occasions since with upgrades and new 
innovations in dehydration technology.

■  CONTINUED ON PAGE 12  ■
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New variety trial
Work has begun on a new block at 
the New South Wales Department of 
Primary Industries (NSW DPI) Centre for 
Irrigated Agriculture at Griffith where 
a new variety trial is to be conducted.

The project, “Continued assessment 
of prune varieties for commercial 
and consumer acceptance” 
(DP07004), has been facilitated 
by Horticulture Australia (HAL) in 
partnership with the Australian 
Prune Industry Association (APIA). 

The project has been funded 
by the national prune Research 
and Development (R&D) levy 
with matched funds provided by 
the Australian Government. 

The block at the Centre for Irrigated 
Agriculture will be the main site for this 
trial with smaller planting replicates 

at commercial 
orchards in 
Young, Griffith 
and Cobram.

The new block has 
been surveyed 
and irrigation is 
being designed 
in preparation 
for the trial. Wind 
break trees will be 
planted as soon 
as the irrigation is 
up and running.

H29C cuttings 
from Bathurst 
Agricultural 
Research Station and Marianna 
rootstock cuttings from the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area Vine 

Improvement 
Society (MIAVIS) 
have been placed 
in a heat bed at 
Bathurst and will 
soon be planted 
into pots at the 
Griffith research 
station. They will 
be kept in a shade 
house until the 
plants have grown 
sufficiently for 
budding or grafting 
of new varieties. 

At the present time it is expected that 
Sutter, Van de Merwe, 707 and NSW 
d’Agen will be included in the trial. 
Further investigation and discussions 
with international researchers may 
reveal other varieties that can be 
assessed under Australian conditions. 

The trees will be planted into 
the block next winter, the same 
time as commercial orchard 
plantings will occur.

Growers will have the chance to 
find out more about this trial and 
have an input to selecting varieties 
at the Field Day to be held at the 
Griffith Centre for Irrigated Agriculture 
on 4 September at 12.30pm.

Through all this, J.C. Granger & Sons 
rode the storm and not only managed to 
survive but prosper. In 1959 they added 
a second dehydrator. In 1962 they built 
a larger coolroom and added a third 
dehydrator a few years later. 

As well as the dehydration plant 
James Granger also established a 
prune processing business based 
on the packing of dry bulk prunes 
and preserved prunes in 7 pound 
cans. D’Arcy and Ken expanded this 
business and in 1959 branched out to 
supermarket packaging in plastic bags. 
Ken left the business in 1974 and later 
still the supermarket business was sold 
to another packer.

At its peak, the NSW Dried Fruits Board 
had 14 prune packers registered in 
1940, today the Grangers are the only 
one remaining, still under the same 
ownership and operating from the same 
premises. There are now just three 
packers in Australia, with the Grangers 
being the smallest of the three.

Their most productive years for the 
business were during the 1970’s. The 
following decade was not quite as 
prosperous, and the 1990’s were a real 
struggle.

By this time, D’Arcy had ‘retired’ from 
the business and handed it over to his 
sons, Jeff and Jim. 

D’Arcy describes this decision as ‘fate’ 
and adds that his ‘boys’ have adapted 
magnificently. He said they were 
“even better at it than me” with Jeff 
going on to become the first Industry 
Development Manager for the Australian 
prune industry.

Adversity leads to innovation
However as drought conditions 
continued throughout the beginning 
of the new century, production fell 
even further. The decrease in yield 
saw the industry forced to import fruit 
to maintain markets and it forced the 
Granger brothers to come up with some 
innovative marketing solutions. 

In addition to the dehydration operation, 

Jim and Jeff used their packing 
facilities to turn both local and imported 
fruit into manufactured products for 
sale in health food shops and as a 
diabetic product. They also used local 
product to produce canned prunes, 
prune juice and prune spread for hotels, 
hospitals and nursing homes.

All the time, D’Arcy has remained in the 
background just “keeping an eye on 
things”, and watching proudly what the 
business and his boys are doing. Many 
people wonder how D’Arcy survived 
the tough times, the uncertainty of 
the industry and the sheer hard work 
involved in keeping J. C. Granger & 
Sons afloat. 

It has been a matter of keeping up with 
new technology and keeping a close 
eye on the global industry to identify 
changes in consumer needs and then 
moving swiftly to address those needs.

But D’Arcy says without hesitation that 
he would do it all again. “In the end it’s 
been a good life.” 

■  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11  ■

Preparing H29C rootstock cuttings for the new variety trial.

Cuttings are placed in a heat bed to kill any pests and 
diseases that may be present.



The growing awareness of GI means 
that the new information on the low GI 
status of grapes is good news for many 
shoppers who love grapes, but perceive 
that they can’t have them. 

GI is a measure of the physiological 
effect of the food’s carbohydrate, and is 
important for managing diet for general 
health, but especially so for people with 
specific conditions such as diabetes. 

Sugar is a carbohydrate, and many 
people need to limit added refined sugar 
in their diet. Foods with low GI values 
are useful to include in each meal to 
lower the overall GI of the diet.

The low GI story will provide a focus 
for the table grapes marketing program 
in 2008/09, which will be a low-key 
marketing year while the Australian 
Table Grape Association (ATGA) and 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) research and 
develop a new strategic approach. 

The low GI good news will provide some 
newsworthy punch to public relations 
and a limited range of other marketing 
efforts.

Grapes have always been the food of 
the gods, however the latest look into 
the nutritional benefits of grapes has 
shown that they are even better for mere 
mortals than we knew.

A recent study into the Glycemic Index 
(GI) of several varieties of grapes has 
revealed that the delicious taste of 
grapes does not come at the sugary cost 
it appears to. 

Five grape varieties can now be 
promoted as low GI food – the type 
recommended by health professionals. 
This is important news as recent 
consumer research confirms that some 
consumers perceive grapes as having 
a high sugar content and that this is a 
barrier to eating grapes more often.

Five popular varieties of grapes – 
Thompson Seedless, Menindee 
Seedless, Flame Seedless, Red Globe 
and Crimson Seedless – were included 
in the GI study. With overall ‘low’ GI 
ratings, these Australian table grapes 
are now eligible to use the GI Symbol in 
marketing. 

Using the GI symbol in marketing is with 
permission of the GI symbol licensing 
body, the Glycemic Index Foundation 
(Ltd), and as such has to adhere to its 
guidelines - including each use of the GI 
symbol to be expressly approved by the 
GI Foundation. 

The table grape industry GI Symbol 
licence will be managed by HAL as part 
of the industry marketing program. 

Industry organisations and businesses 
wishing to use the GI Symbol will need 
to contact HAL on (02) 8295 2300 or 
grapes@horticulture.com.au.
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supply is not a problem. Artesian water 
is sourced from the Ti Tree Basin which 
covers 15,000 square kilometres.

Whereas a number of farms in the area 
use diesel to pump water, Ti Tree Farm 
opted for the more efficient electric 
submersible pumps and has had to 
distribute power around the farm.

“We are in the fortunate position of 
having a reliable source of good quality 
water,” Mr McKeand said.

“In 2000/01 we had 55 inches (almost 
1400 millimetres) of rain in 14 months 
and the aquifer refilled. It is currently full 
and overflowing with water coming out 
of the ground at Stirling swamp.

“Studies have shown that even with 
projected increases in usage and no refill 
we will have enough water for the next 
400 years,” he said. 

Despite the abundance of water, an 
enviroscan soil moisture monitoring 

system is employed 
to ensure 

Growing up under the grapevines in 
Woorinen, Victoria, Ron Miliado has 
developed a strong affinity with table 
grapes.

But growing grapes in Victoria’s north 
is very different to growing grapes in 
Central Australia where the Miliados now 
live.

In 1998 Mr Miliado applied for a job with 
Ti Tree Farm in the Northern Territory. 
The job was to develop and then manage 
a table grape property at Ti Tree, 200 
kilometres north of Alice Springs.

“The timing was right and I looked 
forward to being involved with the early 
development of a property which I would 
then manage,” Mr Miliado said.

Peter McKeand of Lee McKeand & Son 
Pty Ltd, owner of Ti Tree Farm, said they 
had spent a fair bit of money getting the 
initial infrastructure right – particularly 
the irrigation.

The average rainfall at Ti Tree is 
only 300 millimetres 
a year, but 
water 

Growing NT table grapes – 
a lifestyle not a job

the vines only receive what they need, 
and that the roots don’t dry out. Further 
efficiencies are made with centralised 
fertigation tanks delivering nutrients 
directly to the root zone as required.

The 65 hectare property is planted with 
Flame Seedless, Menindee Seedless, 
Thompson Seedless, Red Globe and 
Crimson Seedless.

Growing grapes in the NT
Table grapes have been grown 
commercially at Ti Tree for about 
15 years. Fruit is ready to harvest in 
early November for the opening of the 
Australian season. Generally the market 
is strong at that time with better prices 
for producers.

Despite the strong market possibilities, 
Ti Tree remains a relatively small 
production area with only five properties 
totalling about 250 hectares.

Aside from the isolation, and challenges 
associated with that, one of the main 
impediments to growth of the industry is 
the climate itself.

Mr Miliado said he had to relearn how 
to grow grapes when he moved 

to the territory.

“Although the principals 
are generally the 

same, growing 
grapes up here 

is certainly 
different 

Grower profile

Working in the vineyards of Ti Tree in the Northern Territory Ron Miliado feels at home.
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from growing grapes down south,” he 
said.  

“Down south there is a long period of 
dormancy, but up here the winter is very 
short and often the vines don’t even lose 
their leaves. So we continue irrigating 
throughout the year and prune with the 
leaves on.

“The growing season is very quick so 
you have to be right on the ball with your 
management decisions. Bud burst begins 
in the middle of August and harvest 
usually commences in the second week 
of November and ends about three 
weeks later,” he said.

As an isolated growing region Ti Tree 
is relatively free from major pests and 
diseases. However, those bugs that do 
brave the heat tend to “grow a bit bigger 
and stronger in the territory” and present 
new challenges Mr McKeand said.

Grasshoppers are commonly 75-100mm 
long and hungry termites feeding on the 
vines are a persistent threat that requires 
termiticide through the irrigation system.

Rain in late spring is also a problem with 
harvest. It has become standard practice 
to cover the vines, particularly the early 
maturing varieties.

Challenges 
Like most rural areas, Ti Tree faces the 
constant challenge of attracting labour to 
a remote location.

To attract good seasonal labour Ti Tree 
Farm provides accommodation and pays 
a little more than is on offer down south. 
Their efforts have been rewarded: the 
same crew of predominantly Tongan 
and Fijian permanent residents living 
in Robinvale has made the trip north 
for the past nine years. Some of the 
crew follow the harvest trail back south 
via Mundubbera and St George in 
Queensland or via Kununurra in Western 
Australia.

Mr McKeand attributes part of the 
successful relationship with workers to 
the management skills of Mr Miliado.

“There is no doubt that Ron has a ‘feel’ 
for growing grapes, but what makes him 
so good as a manager is his ability to 
handle the issues that go with working 
in a remote location such as Ti Tree,” Mr 
McKeand said.

“It is obvious that Ron relishes the 
opportunity to work in such an isolated 
community, but not everyone does.

“Ron’s easygoing and infectious 
personality and teaching skills are 
welcomed by the seasonal staff. He does 
an excellent job of managing the people 
on the property and while Ron was at the 

helm we never had a real 
problem with labour.”

Management and planning 
are key tools when working 
in remote areas because 
farm supplies are not always 
readily available. 

Adelaide is about 1500km 
away, 16 hours by road. 

Mr Miliado said he had 
to order chemicals and 
fertilisers at least 10 days in 
advance to make sure they 
arrived on time.

“As you would expect freight 
is a little more expensive than 
to other growing regions,” Mr 
Miliado said.

Moving forward
Three or four years ago the 
block next door came up for 
sale and Mr Miliado saw an 
opportunity to purchase his 
own property in conjunction 
with a couple of investors. 

Known as Dloog, the 12ha property is 
planted to Menindee Seedless.

“We wanted to concentrate on just 
the one variety and Menindee is easy 
to grow and has a good market,” Mr 
Miliado said.

He said Ti Tree was advantageous in that 
there was a quick return on investment 
compared to other growing regions. 

The block was planted in August, 2000 
and by November the following year the 
vines were ready for their first harvest 
with yields growing to full potential the 
following year.

Although not out in the vineyard, Ron’s 
wife Raylene plays an important role in 
the success of the business.

She is in charge of quality assurance 
(QA) for Dloog and a couple of other table 
grape properties in the area. Working 
alongside her husband they have 
developed four quality management 
systems incorporating manuals and 

recording and reporting systems to 
ensure compliance with HACCP and 
SQF2000.

Good managers are hard to 
find
With Dloog established and running 
smoothly, Mr Miliado could take on extra 
work.

In January this year he was persuaded 
to take on the manager’s role at Ti Tree 
Farm.

“I’m thrilled that he is back,” Mr 
McKeand said.

“Ron was with us for the establishment 
years and did that well. But when he 
left to set up his own block we were 
strongly challenged in finding a suitable 
replacement.”

Mrs Miliado said the vineyard was not 
just a job for Ron, but a way of life. 
“He loves the land and the vines and 
is continually striving to do better each 
year,” she said.

It is this passion and his ability to make 
sound decisions that has seen Mr 
Miliado become a leading grower in the 
area.

“Our competitors at Ti Tree have teams 
of agronomists and so-called experts, yet 
they haven’t been as successful as Ron,” 
Mr McKeand said.

“I am the owner of Ti Tree Farm and treat 
Ron as my on-the-ground partner. He 
does an outstanding job of managing the 
property and we are very lucky to have 
him.”

“Down south there 
is a long period of 
dormancy, but up 
here the winter is 

very short and often 
the vines don’t even 
lose their leaves.” 

Electric submersible pumps are used to pump water 
from the Ti Tree Basin and irrigate the farm.
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Board decision to close the Merbein 
research station.

Research is such an integral part of 
our success in producing top quality 
fruit, he said. Future research efforts 
risk being thwarted if CSIRO no longer 
carries out dried fruit research.

The closure would have a serious 
impact on all local horticultural 
industries and communities, he said. 

Marketing
Marketing is a key tool in helping to 
drive sales and returns to growers.

In 2007 the ADFA received Federal 
funding as part of the Industry 
Partnership Program to examine 
the industry’s current marketing 
arrangements and develop strategies to 
improve it.

ADFA General Manager Phil Chidgzey 
said local consultants Street Ryan 
& Associates were appointed to 
conduct three projects designed 
to look specifically at alternative 
marketing options, market research 
and development, and supply chain 
partnerships.

He said this research had now 
concluded and the ADFA Board had 
responded by establishing a Working 
Group in December 2007.

Some of the strategies the Working 
Group considered included using 
existing research and marketing funds 
to explore new marketing opportunities 
involving the ADFA and Sunbeam Foods, 
or others as appropriate, to exploit 
commercial opportunities.

They identified three potential pilot 
projects that would enhance grower 
returns:
■ Development of a new currant variety 

as a controlled variety (with ADFA 
management of variety rights).

■ Re-branding/Re-launch of 
Sunmuscat. 

■ Development of a range of organic (or 
bio-dynamic or “reduced chemical) 
products.

Mr Chidgzey said the pilot project 
concepts were still under consideration 
by the Board Working Group.

Drought assistance

Graeme Thornton told the forum that 
help was available to irrigators wanting 
to assess their options and manage 
their business during reduced water 
availability.

Mr Thornton is an Extension provider 

About 150 growers and industry 
stakeholders gathered at Mildura 
Settlers for the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) Growers’ Open 
Forum.

The forum is a part of the annual 
Federal Council meetings and was 
held on 21 July, 2008. It provides 
grower members and other industry 
stakeholders with an opportunity 
to receive updates on research and 
marketing programs funded by levies 
as well as major issues affecting the 
Australian dried fruits industry.

The forum also provides a platform for 
keynote speakers such as Australian 
Farm Institute Executive Director Mick 
Keogh to deliver important research and 
market related information.

In his address on the world food outlook 
Mr Keogh outlined food and agriculture 
price trends and developing nation 
demand changes. He also commented 
on the impacts of the growth in the 
biofuels industry as well as changes 
in global supply patterns – which will 
see global agriculture shift further from 
OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development) countries 
to developing nations.

Mr Keogh’s presentation will feature in 
the November/December edition of The 
Vine.

ADFA activities
ADFA Chairman Peter Jones told the 
forum that lack of water was now the 
major issue confronting irrigators.

Reporting on ADFA activities as detailed 
in the Board report to Federal Council 
2008, Mr Jones said the ongoing 
drought conditions were continuing to 
impact on dried fruit growers. 

In recent years there had been a 
substantial drop in production levels 
as growers responded to poor global 
prices. He said there was a significant 
improvement in prices in 2008 and 
further improvements forecast for 2009; 
however growers’ ability to respond 
was limited by lack of water.

The ADFA has been actively involved 
in a number of political activities in 
concert with other local horticultural 
industry bodies. In addition to lobbying 
for improved drought assistance, the 
ADFA has made submissions in relation 
to CSIRO Merbein, national wage case, 
quarantine, plant health and local 
planning rules.

Mr Jones said the industry was 
extremely disappointed with the CSIRO 

with the drought information delivery 
for horticulture in the Murray-Darling 
Basin project.

He said the drought had brought about 
very difficult decisions with long term 
consequences. 

Growers need help getting good 
information and making sense of the 
information available, he said.

Extension providers can provide 
targeted information in free, confidential 
one-on-one farm visits.

In addition, the Extension providers can 
help assess business issues; discuss 
expansion, contraction or exit scenarios, 
provide information on water trading 
and demonstrate a computer program 
that helps with budgeting for water 
needs.

Mr Thornton said quite often growers 
just needed a sounding board for 
options and decisions, while others 
needed help to develop actions and 
avoid ‘decision paralysis’.

He said a problem shared is a problem 
halved, and getting growers talking 
about the drought and the effect it is 
having is a step in the right direction.

If further, more specific information 
is required, we can refer you to the 
appropriate assistance programs, he 
said.

Marketing and research 
programs
Dried Fruits Research Committee 
and Dried Grape Marketing Industry 
Advisory Committee Chairman Tony 
Martin presented an update on the 
marketing and research programs 
funded by grower levies.

A full report can be found on page 33 
as part f the Horticulture Australia (HAL) 
update.

Market outlook
The day ended on a high note when 
Richard Findlay and Chris Ellis, from 
Sunbeam Foodsspoke of the market 
outlook for 2008/09 and beyond. 
Supplies of dried fruit on the global 
market are substantially reduced and 
this has allowed Sunbeam to announce 
higher prices for fruit received in 2009.

Further information on the outlook for 
the dried fruits industry can be found on 
the Processor report on page 32.

Growers’ forum attracts good crowd



Delegates deal with 
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Federal Council 2008

The annual meeting of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) Federal 
Council is effectively the Annual General 
Meeting of the ADFA and the dried fruits 
industry. It comprises representatives 
from each dried fruit producing area, 
as well as dried fruit processors and 
marketers. 

Currently, the Federal Council comprises 
grower members (from Victoria, 
New South Wales, South Australia 
as well as the prune and dried tree 
fruits industries), processor and 
marketer representatives and Board 
of Management members and is the 
association’s major policy forum.

At the annual meeting the Council 
elects members of the Board of 
Management for rotating two year 
terms, reviews all aspects of the 
ADFA’s business including the Board of 
Management’s Report for 2007/08 and 
the audited financial statements for the 
association.

A summary of board elections, financial 
statements, decisions on membership 
and levy fees and other issues 
discussed by Federal Council at the July 
annual meeting follows.

Board elections
Producer members Allan Long, Mark 
King and Stephen Bennett were elected 
to the Board for two year terms. Peter 
Jones was re-elected for a one year 
term.

In addition, Neville Mitchell was elected 
as a Large Producer member for a two 
year term.

Committee appointments included:
■ ADFA Workplace Relations Committee 

– John Hunt and Warren Lloyd, 
appointed by Federal Council, will be 
joined by Board members Peter Jones 
and Brian Boulton.

■ ADFA Water and Environment 
Committee – This committee will 
comprise members nominated by 
the ADFA branches and three Board 
members, Mark King, Jenny Treeby 
and Brian Boulton.

Finance
Federal Council adopted the audited 
financial statements for ADFA Inc and 
MIDA Ltd for the 12 months period 
ending 29 February, 2008.

Federal Council noted the ADFA 
budget for the year ending February 

28, 2009 as endorsed by the Board of 
Management.

2009 ADFA membership fees 
Producer: Federal Council resolved 
that the producer membership fee for 
season 2009 would remain at $8/tonne 
plus GST, to be paid on all dried vine 
fruit deliveries up to 100t.

Large producer: Federal Council 
resolved that the ADFA large producer 
(more than 300t) membership fee for 
2009 be confirmed as $3/t plus GST on 
all dried vine fruit deliveries.

It was also resolved that ADFA branches 
will receive $0.60/t of the ADFA 
membership fee collected from growers 
in their district. 

2009 research and marketing 
levies 
Federal Council endorsed an unchanged 
research levy of $11/t and an 
unchanged marketing levy of $7/t on all 
dried vine fruit deliveries in 2009.

Strategic Plan 2008 - 2015
Federal Council endorses a revised 
ADFA Strategic Plan 2008 – 2015 
as recommended by the Board of 
Management.

Western Australia branch 
recess
Federal Council noted that the Western 

Australia branch is not active at this 
time and that local (WA) members 
may decide that the branch should 
go into recess. If that occurs then the 
remaining cash reserves should be 
forwarded to the ADFA head office 
where it will be held in trust for the WA 
branch.  Should the WA branch be re-
reactivated at some time in the future, 
then these monies will be returned.

CSIRO Merbein closure
Federal Council resolved to request the 
CSIRO Board to carefully reconsider the 
decision to close the Merbein research 
facility and impacts if would have 
on the dried vine fruits industry and 
particularly the detrimental impacts it 
would have on the development of new 
vine breeding material and ability to 
adapt to climate change.

State Governments assistance 
with fixed water charges
Federal Council resolved to request 
the Board of Management to 
maintain strong pressure on the State 
Governments in the Murray-Darling 
Basin to provide funding assistance 
to cover 50% of fixed irrigation water 
charges similar to what happened 
in Victoria in 2007/08. This request 
needs to be done monthly until these 
governments commit the funds 
required.

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) Board of Management has 
re-elected Peter Jones, a dried fruit 
grower from Irymple, as Chairman, for 
a seventh term. Mark King, a Pomona 
dried grape grower, was elected 
Deputy Chairman.

I welcome the support I have received 
from other Board members, and indeed 
Federal Council delegates, to continue 
in the role as Chairman,” Mr Jones 
said. 

“The Australian dried fruits industry 
looks forward to the coming year with 
cautious optimism. 

“The outlook is a little complicated by 
the prospect of low water allocations, 
using carryover water wisely and 

seeking to take advantage of the 
higher dried fruit prices.” 

Mr Jones concluded his comments 
by saying that ADFA looks forward to 
continuing its work on behalf of the 
dried fruit growers during the coming 
year.

Peter Jones re-elected as Chairman 
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 Angas Park Fruit Company

Peter Manning 
Angas Park Fruit Company

 
Marketer Representative

Chris Ellis, 
Angas Park Fruit Company

 
SADTFA Secretariat: 

Phil Chidgzey
Australian Dried Fruits Association

31 Deakin Avenue

PO Box 5942

Mildura 3502

Tel: (03) 5023 5174

Email: driedtreefruits@adfa.asn.au

Dried tree fruit grower members are 
advised that the 2008 Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) of the South Australian 
Dried Tree Fruits Association (SADTFA) 
will be held on Friday 7 November, 2008 
at the Loxton Research Centre, from 
2–4pm.

The program will incorporate a research 
and development update as well as a 
formal business session. 

Darren Graetz from the South Australian 
Research and Development Institute 
(SARDI) will report on the apricot 
breeding project and Ross Skinner, 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) Industry 
Services Manager, will speak on behalf 
of HAL.

The formal AGM business will include:
■ Chairman’s report
■ Election of grower members for the 

Management Committee
■ Audited financial statements for 

2007/08
■ Appointment of auditor
■ Processor/marketer report by Chris 

Ellis and Colin Farey from Angas Park/
Sunbeam Foods 

In accordance with the Constitution, 
two grower member positions on 
the Management Committee will 
become vacant by rotation at the AGM. 
Incumbent members may stand for 
re-election and eligible members may 
nominate for election. Please note that 
official SADTFA nomination forms are 
available from the Secretary by phoning 
(03) 5023 5174.

Nomination forms must be completed 
and forwarded to the Secretary by   
10 October, 2008.

Any notice of resolution to be put to 
the AGM must be submitted to the 
Secretary before 10 October, 2008.

Confirmation of attendance
To assist the SADTFA in preparing 
for the AGM, growers and other 
stakeholders are asked to contact the 
Secretary to advise their intention to 
attend. Tel: (03) 5023 5174  
Email: driedtreefruits@adfa.asn.au

SADTFA AGM information 

River Murray irrigator allocations in 
South Australia will increase from 2% 
to 6% and 100% of carry-over water 
will be available from 1 September as 
a result of small improvements in River 
Murray inflows during July. 

Minister for the River Murray Karlene 
Maywald said while 300 gigalitres of 
inflows to the River Murray system 
were recorded during July, the majority 
was received in tributaries in New 
South Wales and Victoria. 

“Unfortunately these inflows to 
interstate tributaries are not part of the 
water resource available for sharing 
between all the states,” she said. 

“The improvement to the shared 
resource during July was 35GL and 
South Australia’s share of this is 12GL. 

“At the moment, we are just not 
seeing the rain falling in the areas that 
will contribute inflows to the shared 
resource, which is what we need for 
South Australia to have access to more 
water. 

“The improved tributary flows have 
allowed NSW and Victoria to repay 
a debt to South Australia of 31GL 
relating to an unpaid allowance from 

the Lindsay River that was due last 
year. 

“Although inflows are still well below 
long-term averages, the 12GL and the 
repaid Lindsay River debt has provided 
us with a small amount of water to 
allocate to irrigation and to paying off 
our drought imbalance to NSW and 
Victoria, which now stands at 52GL. 

“Paying off the imbalance as quickly 
as possible will allow allocations to 
irrigation and other consumptive uses 
to increase earlier in the season. 

“Maximising the amount of water 
available to irrigators as early as 
possible in the season is essential to 
help producers plan their irrigation for 
the year.” 

Allocation updates will continue to 
be issued on the 15th of each month 
and information on water resource 
conditions will be available on the 1st 
of each month, or the first business 
day following if either day falls on a 
weekend. 

For more information about conditions 
in the River Murray or wider Murray-
Darling Basin visit www.dwlbc.sa.gov.
au/murray/drought/index.html

Inflows increase River Murray 
allocations in SA



GRAFTED
VINES – 2008

Black American on 
Kober 5BB (potted)

Menindee Seedless on H5 
Sultana (metre high)
Menindee Seedless 

on Paulsen 
Menindee Seedless 

on Freedom
Menindee Seedless 

on Kober 5BB
Menindee Seedless 

on Own Roots
Crimson Seedless on Paulsen

Crimson Seedless on 
Kober 5BB (potted)
Crimson Seedless on 

Freedom (potted)
Crimson Seedless on 
Richter 99 (potted)
Red Globe on Dog 
Ridge (metre high)

Sultana H5 on Ramsay

funding under the ‘Caring for our 
Country’ initiative.

Regional and farming groups can 
apply for grants, between $80,000 
and $400,000, for projects promoting 
sustainable farming practices and 
helping industries adapt to a changing 
climate. Projects could range from 
reducing farm greenhouse gas 
emissions and managing organic 
waste to improving water quality and 
tackling salinity and weeds. For more 
information on the Open Grants funding 
round visit: http://www.nrm.gov.au.

Carbon sink forests
The NFF has lodged its submission 
into the Senate Standing Committee 
on Rural and Regional Affairs 
and Transport, regarding the 
implementation, operation and 
administration of the legislation 
underpinning carbon sink forests. The 
NFF calls for:
■ Removing the requirement that trees 

occupy a continuous land area.
■ A comprehensive review of the full 

suite of taxation-based incentives for 
forestry.

■ Analyse any negative externalities 
from such incentives including 
reduced water availability, biodiversity 
implications and social and economic 
impacts.

■ Comprehensive information for 
farmers on their responsibilities in 
claiming reduced capital expenditure 
for establishing trees in carbon sink 
forests.

While new carbon sink forest tax 
deductions would not be available 
to Managed Investment Scheme 
(MIS) operators, NFF remains 
concerned about the impact MIS 
has in regional Australia; and the 
Australian Government to actively 
lobby internationally for new Kyoto 
greenhouse gas accounting rules that 
allow the sector to make an equitable 
contribution to mitigating emissions.

Funding to prepare for climate 
change
The Australian Government has 
announced $26.5 million in training 
measures under the FarmReady 
program to help farmers deal with 
climate change impacts. The scheme 
looks a lot like a rebadged FarmBis, but 
is a welcomed tool nonetheless.

Farmers are eligible to apply for grants 
of up to $1,500 each financial year to 
attend approved training courses. Farm 
groups can apply for grants of up to 
$80,000 each financial year to support 
their members in adapting to climate 
change.

Over four years, FarmReady will focus 
on whole-farm planning, business and 
risk management and the implications 
of climate change. Courses are 
expected to begin in months.

Economic analysis of CPRS
Through the Rural Industries Research 
and Development Corporation (RIRDC), 
the National Farmers’ Federation 
(NFF) has initiated analysis of on-farm 
financial impacts of the Carbon Pollution 
Reduction Scheme (CPRS), including 
input costs (eg fuel, fertiliser, electricity, 
freight, crop contracting); output price 
impacts (eg. drop in value of cattle as 
consumers move to lower emitting 
forms of protein); and farm profit 
impacts by sector. 

The study will examine (based on 
existing on-farm financial data from 
ABARE): wheat and other crops, mixed 
livestock–crops, sheep, beef, sheep–
beef, dairy, and cane growing. RIRDC is 
open to further sectors being included 
based on data availability. 

Farmers can apply for 
greenhouse funding
Farmers keen to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and boost sustainable 
management of their properties can 
apply for a share of $25 million in 
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News briefs

Industry responds to 
impending climate 

changes
With an increasing focus on climate change by both 
Federal and State Governments it is important that 

those involved in horticulture and agriculture develop 
an understanding of policy issues involved. 
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The season’s wrap up
With the 2007/08 season now over and growers in the northern regions gearing up  
for the start of the 2008/09 season it is good for the different regions of the table 

grape industry to hear how their peers in the rest of the country managed harvest. 
Delegates from the Australian Table Grape Association have given you a snap shot 

of what happened in their region.

was of a lower quality than what is 
expected from our district. 

There were isolated growers who did 
not have a problem with berry collapse 
and they were able to market a very high 
quality line of fruit.

The domestic market was sluggish and 
at times struggled to get into the usual 
buoyant sales growers expect from 
January to April. This was not helped by 
unseasonably cold and wet conditions 
in New South Wales and Queensland, 
where a large majority of domestic sales 
are shifted into.

The positives for the season was that the 
Menindee Seedless, Crimson Seedless 
and Red Globe crops were of a high 
quality and domestic sales were strong 
for these varieties with export focused 
mainly on the red varieties.

Western Australia    
Matt Katich

Carnarvon had a generally average year 
with good volumes and quality. Some 
issues of poor colouring were evident 
especially on Red Globe. Prices for good 
lines were good to ok, dropping off for 
lower quality lines.

The Swan Valley had a mixed season 
with the main problem being the extreme 
heat over Christmas, especially Boxing 
Day where temperatures were in the 
low 40°Cs. This burnt a lot of fruit and 
had the knock on effect with very poor 
colouring later in the season. 

Prices for good lines were fair with 
lower quality lines struggling. Crimson 
Seedless, if it had colour, achieved good 
prices; however large volumes were 
dumped on the ground as it would not 
colour and late rains also took their toll.

South West yields on vine were 
satisfactory; however brown markings 
on Dawn Seedless were a problem.

Red Globe was generally ok; however 
Crimson Seedless were not. Acid levels 
dropped quickly, but sugar development 
was slow and the lack of cool nights 
meant that many crops did not colour 
well. Several growers reported large 
volumes left on the vines or vineyard 
floor. As a result a wide range of fruit 

Sunraysia  
Joe Ganci

The 2007/2008 season for Sunraysia 
growers was one of mixed fortunes. 
Good prices were on offer for good 
quality Menindee Seedless, but 
unfortunately there was no demand for 
inferior quality fruit.

The harsh seasonal weather took its 
toll on the Thompson Seedless crop 
with widespread heat stress reported 
throughout the district making most of 
the crop unsaleable. 

There was good demand for Crimson 
Seedless; size and colour attracted 
best returns for both local and export 
markets.

The Red Globe season was slow to start, 
but as the season unfolded demand for 
good quality fruit for export increased, 
while locally prices tended to stall.

Growers in Sunraysia this past season 
where challenged with record low water 
allocation, heat stress and quality issues, 
but to their credit took these challenges 
head on.

As we look towards next year we are 
facing the same challenges, if not 
worse, and if we can take anything away 
from this year it will be that quality, not 
quantity, may see us through.

Robinvale and District  
Fred Tassone

With the unprecedented conditions of 
untimely heat together with low water 
allocation/drought, all table grape 
growers who grew a crop were banking 
on the season being a winner.

Unfortunately the writing was on the 
wall early in the harvest, with signs of 
the dreaded heat stress/berry collapse 
showing up on Thompson Seedless 
by early to mid-January. That, in itself, 
decimated much of the Robinvale (and 
the Murray Valley’s) Thompson Seedless 
crop, with early reports of up to 80% of 
that variety affected. 

Once the dust had settled, and growers 
could properly assess the damage, most 
were able to harvest a percentage of 
their Thompsons, but most of the fruit 

was presented for sale; the good lines 
achieved good prices and cleared quickly 
with some at the bottom end resulting in 
complaints from consumers.

For all regions growers, wholesalers and 
retailers need to maintain specifications 
for the continued good of the industry.

Queensland  
Rob Wheatley

The start of 2008 has seen some 
interesting weather patterns emerge 
with the large rainfall at Emerald and 
generally large summer falls throughout 
the central and western areas of the 
state. This has been followed up well 
throughout the year thus far and is 
setting us all up for a good start to the 
spring. 

Most properties by now will have 
finished pruning and looking forward to 
budbreak and warmer temperatures. 

We have seen some very low 
temperatures through this last month. In 
Mundubbera we have soil temperatures 
of only about 15.5°C and as a result the 
vines are still wanting to stay in bed; one 
of the latest starts we have seen here 
but will hopefully give us a very quick 
and even budbreak. This will not mean 
a late harvest as we see our heat units 
come on very quickly. 

There is mostly a 100% budbreak in 
Emerald to some very forward vines with 
shoots scattered around the area. St 
George and Cunnamulla will not be far 
away and similar to Mundubbera. 

The Queensland Department of Primary 
Industries and Fisheries, Biosecurity and 



starts two weeks before Mildura and 
three weeks before Robinvale; this year 
harvest of Menindee/Sugraone and Flame 
commenced as early as 14 December. 
This was 11 days earlier than 2007 and 
15 days earlier than 2006. Consequently 
early prices pre-Christmas were very 
good as the only competing fruit was 
rain-affected Queensland product. 

A rain event dumping 10 millimetres over 
12 hours on 19 January largely destroyed 
the remaining Thompson crop. The state’s 
largest grower reported 80% loss of 
Thompson. For growers who concentrate 
on smaller, high quality crops, the result 
was not so profound. 

Some growers began harvesting 
Thompson Seedless on 10 January, a 
fortnight before the 20 year average start 
date, and in Adelaide Thompson prices for 
those nine days were the highest average 
on record. In Sydney markets Thompson 
is barely saleable until Victorian Menindee 
clear; by then South Australia is largely 
finished.

Early Red Globe sales were satisfactory, 
but mid and late-season prices were 
ordinary as the Victorian/NSW growers 
commenced earlier than they would have 
if their Thompson crop loss had not been 
so serious. 

Good quality Crimson sold well right 
through, although colour was again 
a problem for some growers. Finally, 
Calmeria, was hard to move and prices 
very ordinary.

Our 32% water allocation was, of course, 
a problem; all growers leased in extra 
water. The Riverland’s entire delivery 
system for water is close-piped and 

Growcom are nearing completion of the 
new Interstate Certificate Assurance (ICA) 
to be introduced for the movement of fruit 
interstate re Queensland fruit fly (QFF). 
The ICA should be out by the end of the 
month so growers will be able to start 
putting in place the required procedures. 

The QFF project approved for R&D 
moneys has been accepted and we hope 
to get positive results for this over the 
next two years. 

New South Wales 
Barry Pederson

The table grape season for NSW growers 
started out like every other state that 
relies on water from the Murray River, 
with a zero allocation in July, but as the 
year progressed the NSW Department 
of Water and Energy were able to credit 
back the 50% of suspended water from 
the previous year’s allocation and during 
the year they were able to allocate 25% 
of the current year’s allocation.

This meant NSW irrigators had a 75% 
usable allocation of their water license. 
This provided most of the growers with 
enough water to grow a successful table 
grape crop. 

The season in general was quite good 
for growing table grapes. Yields slightly 
below the average box’s per vine was 
achieved across most varieties with an 
increased return on the payback price per 
box, resulting in a reasonable return for 
the season.

South Australia  
David Agg

Generally the season in the Riverland 

neither flood or overhead irrigation are 
used allowing more efficient water 
use than some other regions. This, 
combined with the earlier harvest time, 
and higher prices, has meant leased-in 
water is perhaps more affordable.

The 2008/09 season is again looking to 
be early with budburst for Menindee/
Sugraone occurring 20 August.

Northern Territory 

Peter McKeand

Harvest of early varieties at Ti Tree 
began on about 12 November, a week 
later than normal and continued 
through to about 5 January for the last 
of the later varieties. 

This season demonstrated again the 
true potential for growing table grapes 
in the NT. Some growers produced 
crops of well over one box per vine 
of Menindee/S1 with average sizes 
varying from 20 to 22+mm. There were 
however other growers who produced 
smaller crops of smaller fruit.

Prices opened strongly at $60-$80 per 
10kg box and, for good fruit, remained 
strong ($40+) throughout the season.

As usual rain was not a major issue 
and even uncovered fruit, as most was, 
had very few problems. A wind storm 
however did batter one farm.

New varieties, particularly black ones, 
showed great potential.

Water availability was excellent 
and providing we continue to use it 
responsibly, will remain a real strength 
of the industry in the NT.
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Following the success of the grower 
trip to the Angas Park plant in Angaston 
and properties through South Australia 
in 2006, the Red Cliffs branch of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) is organising another trip.

This time the growers will head down 
to Melbourne and come back along the 
Murray River.

Event Co-ordinator Allan Long said 
the branch had wanted to go to the 
Melbourne Markets for some time, 
but Melbourne was such a long way 
away that they needed to build a lot 
other things into the trip to make it 
worthwhile.

“This topic was heavily discussed at 
the Delegate’s Dinner prior to Federal 
Council and a rough plan developed,” 
Mr Long said.

“We still need to finalise the details, 
but have based the trip around visiting 
Melbourne Markets at Footscray,  
visiting horticultural properties in other 
districts as we return to Mildura via the 
Goulburn Valley and the Murray River.

“Participants will have the opportunity 
to see firsthand how other industries 
and growers are coping with the 
drought and the subsequent reduction 
in water allocation,” he said. 

To make the market’s 6am tour and see 
the wholesale market in full operation, 
participants will leave Mildura on 
Sunday 23 November at 10pm.

Following the market tour, the group 

will have breakfast and then book into a 
motel for a well earned rest until lunch. 

After lunch the group will visit a 
horticultural property on the Shepparton 
side of Melbourne. 

The second morning of the tour will be 
another early start as the group head 
off to visit sevreal local orchards in 
Shepparton, and possibly on to Echuca 
that evening. 

The final day will be spent travelling 
along the river and possibly dropping in 
to visit a dairy, the olive pressing plant 
at Boundary Bend, the pistachio plant at 
Robinvale, and hopefully looking at the 

progress of the Robinvale high pressure 

irrigation system, arriving home some 

time in the evening.

This trip will be largely subsidised by 

the Red Cliffs Branch with a minimal 

charge to ADFA members and full cost 

for non-members. 

There will be a limited number of  

places so an early indication of those 

wishing to participate would be helpful. 

If you are interested please contact 

Allan Long. Mobile: 0409 700 824  

Email: ajhrlong@bigpond.com. 

Red Cliffs Branch to visit Melbourne

Red Cliffs Grower Day to go ahead

Branch news

of equipment, innovations and ideas to 
growers.”

Changes in the direction of the industry 
and the introduction of new varieties will 
see this year’s Grower Day focus on ways 
to save labour, and hence reduce costs in 
the vineyard.

“There will be a range of commercial 
equipment designed to reduce labour 
requirements as well as home made 
gadgets and ideas that growers have 
adopted in the pursuit of efficiency,” Mr 
Long said.

Technical advice will also feature with 
researchers presenting the latest results 
from the cordon bunch removal and 
Sunmuscat berry shatter trials.

Mr Long said the lack of good winter 
rains and low allocation of water for 

The Red Cliff’s Branch of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) will hold 
their annual Grower Day on 19 October.

Event coordinator Allan Long said the 
event was not held last year but would 
definitely go ahead this year. 

“The whole concept for the Grower Day 
is to expose growers to different ideas 
and ways of doing things to help advance 
our industry,” Mr Long said.

“Australian dried fruit growers are 
amongst the best in the world and 
events like this are a great way of 
keeping growers informed of the latest 
developments in the industry and making 
sure we stay at the top.

“In the past we have tried to promote 
the adoption of trellis drying and 
Swingarm trellis by presenting a range 

the 2008/09 season would see much 
interest in the presentation on the joint 
ADFA Department of Primary Industry 
project aiming to maximise productivity 
during periods of reduced water 
allocations. 

The Grower Day is open to all dried 
fruit growers and interested persons. 
It will be held on 19 October at Mr 
Long’s property at Dairtnunk Avenue, 
Cardross.

The event begins at 10am and will 
include a BBQ lunch sponsored by the 
Red Cliffs ADFA branch with several 
lucky draws during the break. 

For catering purposes, anybody 
wishing to attend is asked to contact - 
Allan Long; 0409 700 824 or  
Lex French; 0428 243 109.

The 2006 grower trip to South Australia was so successful that the Red Cliffs Branch 
will be setting off again in November.



reduce the domestic market share for 
Australian growers.

Chile would directly compete on the 
Australian domestic market as their 
harvest is the same as Australia’s. 
Australian growers would suffer further 
with the increased supply impacting 
domestic prices and eroding grower 
returns.

Under the current quarantine protocols 
Chile is required to treat their table 
grapes with methyl bromide prior to 
shipment to Australia. But transit times of 
over 20 days means there is a risk that 
the quality of treated fruit will deteriorate 
significantly during that time. 

We hope that Australian importers 
recognise this and do not take that risk, 
when there is good quality Australian fruit 
on the market at the same time.

Chile and Australia are global competitors 
in horticultural products, based on similar 
agricultural endowments and generally 
common seasons of production. Chile 
is a major producer and global trader of 
horticultural commodities such as table 
grapes, apples, avocados, kiwifruit, stone 
fruit, pears, berries and cherries. 

Chile’s horticultural exports in 2007 were 
valued at US$3.2 billion, while Australia’s 
were valued at US$800 million. This 
reality needs to be borne in mind as a 
background to policy engagement with 
Chile in respect of horticulture.

Australia China FTA
Australia recently commenced 
preliminary discussions on a FTA with 
China. It will be interesting to see how 
the Australian negotiations proceed 
given New Zealand recently signed off 
an historic FTA with China after only 12 
months of negotiations. 

FTAs are beneficial, particularly if high 
tariffs are currently in place as FTAs will 
eventually reduce tariffs to zero, thus 
hoping to get better returns to growers.

Market access
It has been disappointing of late to 
receive information from both Japan and 
Korea that they only have resources to 
work on one market access application 
at a time. 

Andre Mayne, the Australian Agriculture 
Counsellor in Japan, recently returned 
to Australia to conduct a meeting with 
interested horticulture parties. 

Cherries, the Sunraysia project of area-

Free Trade 
Agreements (FTA) 
are designed 
to promote 
trade between 
two countries 
by removing 
government-
imposed barriers 
such as taxes 
tariffs and quotas 
so trade of goods 
and services is 

unhindered. However, the Australian Table 
Grape Association (ATGA) is fearful that 
a recently agreed FTA between Australia 
and Chile does not achieve those goals, 
particularly when it comes to horticultural 
produce.

The ATGA supports two-way trade 
generating FTAs, but view the horticulture 
trade potential under this FTA is only one 
way – from Chile to Australia. 

Australia’s imports of horticultural 
produce from Chile were valued at $17 
million in 2007, up by 108% over the 
previous four years, while Australia’s 
horticultural exports to Chile were 
minimal at just over $300,000. 

It is not evident that there are any 
Australian horticultural export prospects 
of significance with Chile. For such 
reasons the industry strongly supports 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(DFAT) pursuit of FTAs with countries 
such as China, Japan, Korea, Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
Indonesia and India as Australia’s current 
and next FTA priorities. All these markets 
are of considerably greater current and 
potential trade significance to Australia’s 
horticulture industry than Chile.

Chile is a southern hemisphere country 
and as such competes directly with 
Australia’s horticulture production. 

Chilean table grapes were granted market 
access to Australia two years ago, but as 
yet no fruit has been shipped. 

The ATGA understands that the current 
access protocol for Chilean table grapes 
is uncommercial and that this is currently 
constraining imports from Chile. However, 
were the table grape protocol to be re-
negotiated, as the Chileans are believed 
to wish, to achieve commercial viability 
for access of the Chilean produce, Chilean 
table grapes could over time significantly 

freedom and table grapes currently 
have access applications in progress. 
However, at the meeting interested 
parties were virtually forced to compete 
with each other to stake their claim as 
to who should be given priority. This 
is a disappointing outcome as it was 
hoped that Japan would be working on 
applications concurrently. 

Korea has now gone down the same 
path announcing they also have a 
shortage of resources and can only 
work on one application at a time. 
Australia has expressed disappointment 
to Korea and stressed it should be 
working on at least two applications 
at once as Australia currently is with 
applications from Korea.

New strategy for promotion 
The ATGA strategic planning process 
has begun with promotion strategic 
planning. This will form part of the 
overall plan for industry direction. 

In conjunction with Horticulture 
Australia (HAL), Dangar Research has 
been engaged to oversee the initial 
process. They are conducting collective 
research from consumers and have 
held an industry workshop where 
various stakeholders all contributed and 
gave their perception of table grapes. 

A definite strong theme that emerged 
from stakeholders was centred around 
quality and presentation of grapes, with 
maturity levels the vital ingredient. 

It was very clear that maturity levels 
in grapes are an important aspect of 
selling grapes to the consumer and the 
ATGA will be strongly promoting this in 
the future. 

The Western Australian story has been 
told so many times where it is paying 
dividends to all growers over there. 
Consumers in Western Australia know 
when they buy grapes they are buying 
grapes that meet a minimum standard 
and as a consequence are prepared to 
pay higher prices. It is a win all round 
for the consumer and the grower. 

The ATGA will investigate whether that 
system can be implemented Australia 
wide for the benefit of the entire 
industry.
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ATGA Chief Executive’s report

ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott

Chile-Australia FTA – a misnomer when 
it comes to horticulture
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“Furthermore, the ADFA will continue to 
lobby for State and Federal Government 
funding for upgrading irrigation 
infrastructure.”

With the global market for dried fruits 
improving as world stockpiles reduce, 
this can only mean good news for 
Australian growers.

Mr Chidgzey said that in the medium 
term, prices were expected to remain 
strong, but it was important to look 
beyond that time frame and investigate 
diversification strategies to ensure a 
strong market for Australian fruit and 
good returns for producers. Under the 
strategic plan, the industry aims to 
achieve a target annual production by 
2015 of:
■ 3,500 tonnes of Currants 
■ 2,000t of Raisins 
■ 11,500t of Sunmuscats 
■ 23,000t of Sultanas. 

Imports
Dried grape imports rose by more than 
550t in the first four months of the 
current marketing year.

In the four months ending 30 June, 
2008, dried grape imports totalled 
9,815t; compared to 9,265 t for the 
same four month period in 2007:
■ Currants 300t
■ Sultanas 7,107t
■ Others 2,408t
■ Total  9,815t

Currant imports were down 385t over 
the four month period, with Sultana also 
down by 242t, while other dried grape 
(TSRs) imports rose by 1,107t.

New measures for the MDB
The Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, 
announced three sets of new water 
initiatives to help deal with the critical 
situation in the Murray Darling Basin. 
These new initiatives will build on the 
Government’s Water for the Future Plan 
by improving water management in the 
Murray-Darling Basin. 

The new Basin-wide initiatives include: 
the first comprehensive, detailed and 
externally reviewed audit of both public 
and private water storages in the basin; 
initiating a new basin-wide tender in 
2008/09; and expanding the previously 
announced Queensland tender to 
include northern New South Wales and 
increasing funding for this program 

The dried fruits industry will pursue 
a range of strategies to promote 
investment and growth in the industry 
as part of a new strategic plan.

The revised Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) Strategic Plan for the 
period 2008–2015 was endorsed at a 
Federal Council meeting held on   
22 July, 2008.

ADFA General Manager Phil Chidgzey 
said the plan incorporates changes 
recommended by the Board of 
Management following consideration of 
the wide range of issues affecting the 
Australian dried fruits industry.

The main changes related to the 
objective of facilitating growth of the 
industry.

“Redevelopment of the industry is 
a priority and obviously requires 
significant investment. To achieve this 
objective, we have identified a number 
of strategies which need to be pursued.

“With so many members affected by the 
ongoing drought in the Murray-Darling 
Basin and the subsequent low allocation 
of water for the 2008/09 irrigation 
season, improved water security for 
permanent plantings will continue to be 
one of our main priorities.

“Unfortunately the recent turn of events 
has forced some growers from their 
land and we will continue to lobby for 
adjustment measures for those growers 
as well as new growers who want 
to enter the industry or expand their 
operations.”

Mr Chidgzey said the dried fruits 
industry was predominantly made up of 
small family farms. While this situation 
was likely to continue, there was an 
increasing awareness of the efficiencies 
that can be gained from an increase in 
scale of operation. 

“The ADFA will seek to facilitate large 
scale investment opportunities and 
also lobby for improved local and State 
Government planning rules to facilitate 
property consolidation,” he said.

“Investment in the latest technologies 
needs to occur at the farm level with 
mechanisation to reduce farm labour 
costs and enhance fruit quality. Australia 
has been a world leader in innovative 
technology for the dried fruits industry 
and we will continue to promote 
research programs and adoption of 
those practices.

by $50 million to $400 million; and a 
Commonwealth-State initiative to co-
fund the purchase of properties holding 
large water entitlements, particularly in 
the northern basin.

Further information can be found in the 
Water outlook (page 28).  

ACCC grocery inquiry
The Australian Government has 
released the findings of the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission 
(ACCC) Grocery Inquiry.

The report found grocery retailing is 
‘workably competitive’, but factors 
do limit price competition, including 
barriers to entry and expansion, and 
limited price incentives for Coles, 
Woolworths and the independent 
retailers. The ACCC recommendations 
cover three areas:
■ Horticulture Code of Conduct: 

The report makes positive 
recommendations in line with 
National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
policy, including requiring the Code to 
apply to first point of sale transactions 
between growers and retailers, 
exporters or processors, and for the 
code to override agreements made 
before 15 December, 2006;

■ Unit pricing: a mandatory, nationally-
consistent unit pricing regime; and

■ Planning laws: adjustments to 
zoning and planning laws to enhance 
competition.

While some supply chain analysis 
was undertaken, this was done in the 
context of the retail sector only. The 
ACCC dismissed the proposition that 
retail prices have risen while farm-gate 
prices have stagnated or declined.

Chemical regulations
After two years of lobbying the 
Productivity Commission (PC) on the 
‘regulatory hotspot’ of chemicals and 
plastics, the NFF saw reward for effort 
as the PC released its final report 
agreeing that national uniformity of 
chemicals regulation is a must.

The report adopts NFF imperatives, 
including the removal of duplication 
in the field of maximum residue limits 
(MRL), which have caused confusion 
and additional costs for farmers. 
Importantly, the PC recommendations 
maintain consistency with the security 
sensitive chemicals framework.

Strategic plan aims to facilitate 
industry growth

ADFA Board of Management news
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Drying for profit activities

Irrigation workshops evoke open 
discussion

plans and management strategies for 
the coming season. Mr Hawtin said 
the pressure of making such large 
decisions was eased when growers 
learned that their peers had similar 
plans.

Drought Extension providers
One of the drought relief programs 
put in place by the previous Federal 
Government was a program designed 
to provide horticulture irrigators in 
the Murray-Darling Basin with good 
agronomic and financial information 
to assist in making important business 
decisions.

In partnership with industry and 
supported by the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) has 
developed Drought Information 
Delivery for Horticulture in the Murray 
Darling Basin as part of the Australian 
Government’s Irrigation Industries 
Workshop Programme 

The Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) has contracted experienced 
industry representatives known as 
Extension providers on behalf of the 
Murray Valley Horticultural Alliance..

The Extension providers are available 
for a free confidential consultation and 
can visit growers at home or on their 
property.

Consultations can cover anything 
that the grower may require ranging 
from water budgeting and training on 
water budgeting tools, planning how 
to consolidate your business, applying 
for grants, planning how to maximise 
an exit strategy, looking at financial 
information and suggestions on where 
best to get advice.

This program is due to finish at the end 
of October 2008. The ADFA fear that 
if there is an adverse water allocation 
announcement made on 15 October, 
there may be a significant increase in 
demand for advice from the Extension 
providers. If this happens, there may 
be a back log created and time could 

Three 
interactive 

irrigation 
workshops 

were jointly 
planned and run in the Sunraysia 
area during August by the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) and 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) 
Victoria.

In each workshop the three main topics 
discussed were:
■ The jointly funded industry and DPI 

Victoria trial to study continual deficit 
irrigation and strategic irrigation for 
dried grape production. 

■ The results of the irrigation 
benchmarking for dried grapes 
project. 

■ Management decisions during the 
2007/08 season and the outcome of 
those decisions. 

All points raised during the interactive 
discussion were recorded and a 
summary will be compiled for release to 
growers at a future date.

After each workshop growers were 
encouraged to stay on for a BBQ and 
drinks and to talk about the issues 
raised in the workshops or just chat 
about anything with their fellow 
growers.

All those attending reported the 
workshop worthwhile and indicated 
that they had learnt a lot from both the 
workshop and the discussion after the 
BBQ.

ADFA Industry Development Officer 
John Hawtin said most growers found 
it reassuring to share their ideas and 
experiences and to learn that they were 
not the only one to make a certain 
decision that may not have turned out 
as well as expected.

The ADFA believes the open discussions 
have given some growers the 
confidence to continue with their 

run out if the close off date remains 
unchanged.

Growers are encouraged to contact 
an Extension provider and make 
arrangements for them to visit and 
discuss your needs and how they can 
assist you through the drought.

All growers should have received a 
brochure explaining the program, 
but if you require further information, 
please contact the ADFA to get contact 
details of the Extension providers in 
the Sunraysia area. A similar program 
operates in the Riverland of South 
Australia. Goulburn Valley and Swan 
Hill, Victoria, and Riverina in New South 
Wales. 

Approved Supplier Program 
In order to meet the industry’s food 
quality assurance program and be a 
certified supplier to industry processors, 
dried grape growers are required to 
undertake the Dried Grape Approved 
Supplier Program (DGASP).

The ADFA is the only provider of this 
program and is offering this training to 
all growers who have not yet completed 
it.

Growers needing to complete the 
training program can register at the 
ADFA. 

Trellis drying course
Growers with Tee trellis who still hand 
pick and struggle to control escalating 
harvest labour costs should consider 
the short trellis drying course.

Designed to give the newcomer to trellis 
drying the competence and confidence 
to adopt trellis drying on their own 
properties, this course is being offered 
by the ADFA to all interested growers.

This program will provide new growers 
all the information about how to plan for 
and successfully adopt trellis drying on 
their properties.

The course is free for ADFA members 
and $25 for non-members

Interested growers can contact John 
Hawtin, ADFA Industry Development 
Officer on (03) 5023 5174.
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Stronger prices already being promised 
for dried fruits in 2009 are making it 
worth buying water to maximise yield, 
according to Cabarita grower and 
harvest contractor Rod Trigg.

With the help of a water budgeting 
computer program being provided 
as part of free one-on-one sessions 
currently being offered to horticulture 
irrigators in the southern Murray-
Darling Basin, Mr Trigg has crunched 
the numbers and says they add up.

Rod and his wife Kim have been 
farming at Cabarita for ten years, 
completely re-developing their three 
hectare property by planting new vines 
and installing drip irrigation, moisture 
monitoring and Swingarm trellising.

“We’ve always had a small allocation 
for the size of our block, so we’re used 
to buying water. In my view, so long as 
the increased yield and the price for 
the fruit more than cover the cost of the 
water, you’re in front.

“I saw a lot of reduced yields last year 
while I was contract harvesting which, 
with hindsight, could have been more 
profitable if the growers had bought 
water instead of trying to get through 
on their reduced water allocations,” Mr 
Trigg said.

“Processors have already given an 
indication of prices for next year, which 
is several months earlier than usual. 
This move is aimed at encouraging 
growers to put on water and produce 
more fruit. The world oversupply of fruit 
is disappearing, so prices are stronger 
and there’s a good case this year for 
making the most of the situation.

“The water budgeting software, 
developed by the CCW Co-operative 
with funds from the Grape and Wine 
Research and Development Corporation, 
lets you plug in the running costs of 
your operation, current allocations, the 
cost of temporary water, and forecast 
yields with both high and low water 
inputs. 

“It will then tell you what price you can 
pay or how much water you can buy 
and still make a profit.”

The CCW water budgeting software 
is one of the tools being provided by 
Alison MacGregor and other Extension 
Providers as part of a project operating 
through Sunraysia, the Goulburn Valley, 

Swan Hill, the Riverina and South 
Australia.

The project involves free, confidential 
one-on-one sessions held on farm, 
providing horticulture irrigators with 
financial and agronomic information 
to help them deal with the ‘irrigation 
drought’ currently being experienced in 
the region.

The project is being run by Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) in partnership with 
industry and supported by the 
Australian Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF).

Mr Trigg says they’re now looking to 
expand production, despite having to 
buy water to do it.

“Our main business is the manufacture 
of trellising and other equipment for 
dried fruit production, as well as the 
contracting,” Mr Trigg said.

“Having the block allows us to test and 
improve new ideas before producing 
equipment commercially, but we still 
want to maximise production and 
keep it a profitable part of the overall 
operation.

“We need to be looking at watering 
soon, and there’s carry over water 
available now. 

“It’s always a bit of a gamble to buy 
early, as prices may come down, 
allocations increase, or it may even rain. 
But at the same time you can sleep 
easy knowing you have the water you 
need.

“Now Alison has shown us how to use 
this computer program, we will be able 
to quickly and easily get a bottom line 
figure on what’s profitable each time 
the situation changes, to help us make 
decisions. I think it is something all 
growers should look at.”

The Drought Information Delivery for 
Horticulture in the Murray Darling Basin 
project has been developed by HAL in 
partnership with industry. The project 
is supported by the DAFF as part of 
the Australian Government’s Irrigation 
Industries Workshop Programme.

For more information about the free, 
confidential, one-on-one information 
sessions contact the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) (03) 
5023 5174 or Australian Table Grape 
Association (ATGA) (03) 5021 5718. The 
ADFA and ATGA are part of the Murray 
Valley Horticultural Alliance, which is 
managing the project in the Sunraysia 
Region.

Software helps take the guess work 
out of water buying decisions

Kim and Rod Trigg advise all growers to look at the CCW water budgeting software to 
help make informed decisions about the vineyard.
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Talking about the drought can bring comfort 
and provide answers 

It’s amazing how talking to someone 
different can spark a completely fresh 
way of thinking.

That thought has occurred to Irymple 
dried fruit grower Owen Lloyd more 
than once since sitting down with 
Extension Provider Graeme Thornton.

“I think many growers have a tendency 
to want to prove they can get through 
things themselves, so they don’t go 
seeking advice or assistance,” Owen 
said. 

“But it can make a big difference 
just looking at things from a different 
perspective.”

Owen, his brother Edward and nephew 
Warren grow Currants, Sultanas and 
Sunmuscats on 40 hectares at Irymple. 
Low water allocations over the past 
couple of years have seen them cut 

back the cropping area to about 65% 
to free up water for the remainder, with 
some blocks abandoned and others 
mothballed.

“We have a lot of knowledge between 
the three of us, and have access to 
more through the organisations we’re 
involved in.

“But you can still miss the obvious 
because you’re living with it all the 
time.”

Owen, Edward and Warren recently sat 
down in their shed with Mr Thornton as 
part of a project helping growers deal 
with the ‘irrigation drought’ currently 
being experienced in the region.

“One of the other benefits of talking 
to other people, even if it’s just the 
neighbours, is knowing you’re not the 

only one to make mistakes,” Owen 
said.

“Last year we were trying to save 
water, so we started the irrigation later, 
reduced irrigation levels, and didn’t do 
any postharvest irrigation. All wrong.

“Finding out that others had done 
the same doesn’t help your financial 
situation, but lifts an enormous weight 
off your shoulders.

While the information session didn’t 
result in any major revelations, Owen 
said it really helped to define and refine 
the trio’s existing knowledge.

“Despite our experience there were 
some things we simply hadn’t put 
together before now. It’s provided vital 
input into our strategy for the year 
ahead.”

Owen, Warren and Edward Lloyd take time out from pruning to discuss strategies for the coming season.
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Designed to help the nation meet 
the huge challenges being faced in 
the Murray-Darling Basin, the new 
water initiatives will build on the Rudd 
Government’s Water for the Future Plan 
by improving water management in the 
basin.

The new basin-wide initiatives include:
■ The first comprehensive, detailed 

and externally reviewed audit of both 
public and private water storages in 
the basin. 

■ Initiating a new basin-wide tender 
in 2008/09; and expanding the 
previously announced Queensland 
tender to include northern New South 
Wales and increasing funding for 
this program by $50 million to $400 
million. 

■ A Commonwealth-State initiative to 
co-fund the purchase of properties 
holding large water entitlements, 
particularly in the northern basin. 

Whole-of-basin initiatives
1. Murray-Darling Basin water audit

In response to the South Australian 
Government requesting more 
information on basin water storages the 
Murray-Darling Basin Commission is 
compiling a detailed and comprehensive 
audit of water availability in both private 
and public storages across the basin. 

The audit will be updated every three 
months with the information made 
publicly available.

Mr Rudd said the government would 
seek the assistance of an international 
auditing company to review the 
methodology used by the commission 
in producing the audit.

It is important that communities across 
the basin have a clear understanding of 
the scale of the problem in the Murray-
Darling Basin, he said.

2. Purchasing water entitlements 
to return to the Basin’s rivers and 
wetlands 

In response to concerns expressed 
by the South Australian Government, 
the Federal Government will further 
accelerate water purchasing activities. 

This will ensure rivers and wetlands 
across the basin get a greater share of 
water when it becomes available in the 
future.

The Federal Government’s new Murray-
Darling Basin water purchase plan 
includes:
■ Initiating the $80 million of water 

purchasing in South Australia; 
■ Conducting the Queensland water 

tender, including extending it to 
accept water entitlements from 
properties elsewhere in the northern 
basin and near Menindee Lakes and 
extending the existing commitment of 
$350 million to $400 million subject 
to the water being securable against 
downstream interception; 

■ Initiating a new basin-wide water 
purchase tender in 2008/09; 

■ Working with irrigation communities 
to buy out water entitlements from 
areas willing to move out of irrigation, 
facilitated by a price premium 
reflecting the value of water savings 
from closure of infrastructure such as 
supply channels; and 

■ Working with State Governments to 
co-fund the purchase of appropriately 
located irrigation properties and 
their water entitlements to enhance 
environmental outcomes in the 
northern basin. 

3. Allowing water to go to where it 
brings most benefit by freeing up 
water trade in the basin

The Commonwealth will actively pursue 

the implementation of water reform 
initiatives necessary to ensure the 
lifting of the 4% limit on water and the 
application of that limit on a consistent 
basis as soon as possible.

4. Rolling out the Government’s 
$5.8 billion commitment to making 
irrigation infrastructure more 
efficient and achieve water savings

This includes accelerating projects such 
as the NSW Government’s efforts to 
reduce evaporation and achieve water 
savings at Menindee Lakes to help 
secure Broken Hill’s water supply and, 
in the longer term, provide greater flows 
to the Murray.

5. Establishing the new independent 
Murray-Darling Basin Authority by the 
end of the year, which will implement a 
new Basin Plan in 2011 including a new 
sustainable cap on water use.

Initiatives for South Australia
During the Adelaide meeting Cabinet 
members were briefed on the state of 
the Lower Lakes. They subsequently 
confirmed that if the South Australian 
Government, based on the advice 
of experts, finds that it has become 
absolutely necessary to open the Lakes 
to sea water, the Commonwealth would 
consider any such proposal.

In addition, Cabinet decided to become 
a co-investor with the South Australian 
Government in any future expansion of 
its desalination plant at Point Stanvac 
from its current proposed 50 gigalitres 
to a possible expanded capacity of 80-
100 gigalitres.

Cabinet also decided to accelerate the 
$120 million South Australian pipeline 
project to secure water supplies for 
Lower Lakes communities. This project 
will involve connecting Lower Lakes 
communities to water supplies further 
upstream at Tailem Bend. 

New measures to deal with the critical 
situation in the Murray-Darling Basin
Federal Cabinet members met in Adelaide in mid-August to discus the critical 

situation in the Murray-Darling Basin. The outcomes from this 
meeting included three sets of new basin-wide water initiatives 

and several other initiatives relating to South Australia. 

Water outlook

“It is important that 
communities across 

the basin have a 
clear understanding 
of the scale of the 

problem in the Murray-
Darling Basin.” 

- Prime Minister Rudd 



Victorian allocations unchanged at 0% 
is now able to operate 
for domestic and stock 
needs throughout the 
season, provided that 
inflows remain higher than 
the extremely low flows 
experienced in 2006,” Mr 
Stewart said. 

Access to carryover 
River diversion customers 
in the regulated Murray and Goulburn 
systems can place orders for delivery of 
carryover at any time. Limited access 
to carryover is available to customers 
in the pumped districts of the Murray 
system in accordance with the 
operating schedules prepared by the 
water corporations. 

Customers seeking to take delivery of 
carryover water should contact their 
local operations personnel to discuss 
arrangements. The operating plans 
are being regularly updated to provide 
water where and when it is needed. 

Irrigation season and outlooks 
Mr Stewart said 15 August was the 
traditional start of the irrigation season 
for channel-supplied customers, but 
the low resources meant channel 
operations were delayed until there was 
confirmed demand. 

Victorian irrigations are yet to receive 
any of their allocation for the 2008/09 
season.

On 15 August, 2008 Goulburn-Murray 
Water announced there would be no 
change to seasonal water allocations 
and all regulated water systems in 
northern Victoria had 0% of high-
reliability water shares. 

“Inflows to storages have remained well 
below average despite the rainfall of 
recent weeks,” Goulburn-Murray Water 
Managing Director David Stewart said. 

“The shortfall to meeting our operating 
requirements is slowly reducing.” 

The shortfalls to an irrigation allocation 
in the Murray and Goulburn systems 
have reduced to 144 gigalitres (GL) and 
126GL respectively. 

“We are concerned by the low rates 
of improvement in water availability 
to make good the present shortfalls, 
particularly in the smaller systems 
managed by Goulburn-Murray Water,” 
Mr Stewart said. 

Domestic and stock water, and the 
delivery of some carryover, will be 
available in both the Murray and 
Goulburn systems throughout the year. 

“It is reassuring to know that the 
channel system in the Murray system 

The seasonal outlook for the Victorian 
Murray system is grim if the dry 
conditions continue (Table 1). However, 
a repeat of 2007/08 inflow conditions is 
expected to produce a Murray seasonal 
allocation of 30% of high-reliability 
water shares and a 31% allocation in 
the Goulburn system. 

If this forecast is correct, carry over and 
allocations are unlikely to be sufficient 
for full production in permanent 
plantings for the 2008/09 season.

Qualification of rights 
The Minister for Water has qualified 
rights to water to allow supplies for 
essential needs under the extreme 
conditions currently affecting northern 
Victorian water systems. Further details 
of the qualifications are available from 
Goulburn-Murray’s website, newsletters 
and advertisements in local media. 
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NSW Murray and Murrumbidgee water allocations
High security users in the New South 
Wales Murray and Murrumbidgee valleys 
have received a water allocation for the 
2008/09 water year.

The NSW Department of Water and 
Energy announced an Available Water 
Determination (AWD) of 25% for high 
security users in the Murray Valley and 
40% for the Murrumbidgee Valley.

“While both valleys remain in the grip 
of severe drought, rainfall in the upper 
catchments in July generated enough 
inflows to make some water available 
for the region’s high security licence 
holders,” said the Department’s Deputy 
Director-General, David Harriss.

Mr Harriss explained that as water for 
critical human needs had been secured 
for 2008/09, the department’s continued 
priority was to provide water to high 
security licence holders and to reserve 
water for stock and domestic users.

“Unfortunately there is currently not 
enough water available to increase 
the allocation for town water supply 
and stock and domestic users who 

will remain on 50% of entitlement,” Mr 
Harriss said.

“However, future inflows will be used 
to provide stock and domestic water 
to users along tributary creeks and 
streams.”

Menindee Lakes 
NSW Minister for Water, Nathan Rees, 
has ruled out additional water transfers 
from Menindee Lakes to support the 
Lower Lakes in South Australia. 

“The NSW Government is managing the 
Menindee Lakes system to best meet 
the critical water needs of downstream 
users in the NSW, Victorian and South 
Australian Murray Valleys,” Mr Rees said.

“One third of the water held in the 
Lakes is being released into the Murray 
River to help supply water for towns, 
stock and domestic users, and critical 
water-dependent industries, such as 
permanent plantings, along the length of 
the River system.“

Water trade
Licensed water users in the Murray and 

Murrumbidgee valleys have access to 
all water carried over from the 2007/08 
water year and all water in accounts is 
tradable under the same rules used in 
2007/08.

Mr Harriss said that due to the 
continuing drought, the trade of 
Murrumbidgee high security and general 
security allocations will be permitted 
throughout the season. The dates for 
cessation of trade in 2008/09 will be 
consistent with trade in the Murray and 
Lower-Darling River valleys. Additionally, 
temporary trades will be permitted from 
the Lower-Darling River into the Murray 
and Murrumbidgee River systems this 
season.

The department is continually 
monitoring water resources and Critical 
Water Planning communiqués for both 
valleys are published monthly. The 
communiqués, along with an information 
sheet on stock and domestic water 
availability, are available online at:   
www.dwe.nsw.gov.au

Inflow Conditions  15 Oct 2008 15 Dec 2008  15 Feb 2009 

Wet  43%  77%  100%  

Average  26%  46%  61%  

Dry  0%  0%  3%  

Table 1. Seasonal outlooks for the Victorian Murray 
system for the 2008/09 season (% of high-reliability 
water share at date shown)
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project aimed at tackling concerns 
about low priced Greek currants 
imported into Australia in recent years. 
The ADFA and Sunbeam Foods have 
made a joint application to Australian 
Customs seeking anti-dumping 
measures on Greek currant imports in 
an endeavour to lift price levels and 
profitability for Australian growers and 
processor/marketers.

The research effort continues, including 
a new research direction through Food 
Science Australia (FSA) focusing on 
the health and nutrition aspects of 
Australian dried fruits. Some useful 
information will emerge from stage 
1 of the project and be available for 
use in promoting Australian dried 
grape consumption. Discussions are 
continuing with FSA and Sunbeam 
Foods about the next stage of this 
research. 

The ADFA recognises the need for 
a strong R&D capacity, even during 
difficult times like those at present, 
particularly given the government 
and community focus on issues like 
sustainability, land and water use and 
climate change.

The ADFA has worked closely with other 
horticultural industries on matters of 
mutual concern such as the closure 
of CSIRO Merbein, drought and low 
water allocation issues. We also use our 
membership of national organisations 
such as the National Farmers’ 
Federation (NFF) and the Horticulture 
Australia Council (HAC) to ensure 
awareness of dried grape industry 
issues of concern.

One of the most important issues 
facing us today is the need for new 
investment and redevelopment within 
the Australian dried grape industry. 
There is a real need to find ways to 
facilitate urgently needed investment in 
the new technologies available as well 
as property expansion to achieve scale 
of operation. 

The much improved market outlook 
for dried grapes will provide some 
stimulus, although there is a lack of 
available funds due to poor returns up 
until the last harvest. In recent times, 

2007/08 was another very difficult year 
for growers, processors and marketers 
and other industry stakeholders. Adding 
to the pressure of inadequate returns 
in recent years, growers have had 
to continue to deal with the ongoing 
drought and consequent low water 
allocations. The response has seen 
production levels drop to a level that 
poses serious risks to the industry’s 
future.

Ongoing drought and concerns 
about low water supply pose a real 
risk to all industries with permanent 
plantings. As a result, this matter is a 
major priority for the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association (ADFA) and other 
horticultural industry groups.

The recent Federal election which 
resulted in a change of government has 
also impacted in a number of ways. The 
resulting change in priorities has seen 
the highly successful Farmbis program 
scrapped and the budget cuts inflicted 
on CSIRO have seen decisions taken to 
shut down various research stations, 
including the plant research station at 
Merbein.

Other issues relate to biosecurity, 
managing crops with low water 
allocations, lack of investment 
in the industry, grower payment 
arrangements, need for early pricing 
signals to growers, workplace relations 
changes, labour and skills shortages 
and more.

Marketing remains a real focus because 
of the obvious need to improve returns 
for all industry stakeholders. 

The marketing effort relates to a 
number of project activities as well as 
the work done under the Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) banner with a range 
of projects funded by research and 
marketing levies. 

The ADFA has received final reports 
from consultants, Street Ryan & 
Associates, who undertook three 
marketing projects relating to 
alternative marketing options, market 
research and development and supply 
chain partnerships during 2007/08 
with funding from the former Federal 
Government’s Industry Partnership 
Program. A number of pilot marketing 
projects are now under consideration.

Our marketing effort includes a major 

the ADFA has raised this matter with the 
Victorian Government and the Board has 
reviewed the ADFA Strategic Plan and 
recommended a number of changes 
including ways to facilitate growth of 
the Australian industry.

Major issues
Water allocations

Reduced water allocations were 
experienced in New South Wales, 
Victoria and South Australia in 2007/08 
due to record low inflows which 
have impacted significantly on water 
storages. 

The latest Goulburn Murray Water 
outlook for 2008/09 has confirmed 
Victorian irrigators face the real 
prospect of receiving significantly 
reduced water allocations in the 
coming season, unless there is a return 
to above average rainfall conditions 
and associated runoff. The immediate 
outlook for South Australian irrigators is 
similar although the prospects for NSW 
irrigators are brighter due to the small 
amount of high security water required 
and fact that there is no water owing to 
other states. 

Critical water proposal 

The risk posed to all industries with 
permanent plantings was a major 
focus for the ADFA and as a result, a 
position paper was developed seeking 
provision of a Critical Water provision 
for permanent plantings. The proposal 
was forwarded to the Victorian Minister 
for Water, Tim Holding on 12 May, 2008. 

The ADFA proposal aimed to provide 
growers with early access to water 
and better information on the quantum 
of water likely to be supplied. This 
would help ensure permanent plantings 
survived and would allow growers to 
make decisions about water purchase 
for crop production early in the growing 
cycle.

A critical water provision:
■ Would enhance grower confidence 

and assist planning and budgeting for 
water purchase and crop production 
– as irrigators with permanent 
plantings need access to water early 
in the season when generally there is 
less (higher cost) water available.

■ Would be set at an agreed proportion 
of high security water entitlement.

Industry confidence low, but improving
Each year the Board of Management reports to Federal Council on its activities and 

relevant grower issues. The following article is a précis of that report

“Marketing remains a 
real focus...”



The emergence of another processor, 
Sunraysia Dried Fruits, has been a 
welcome development during a tough 
period. 

Industry also welcomed Sunbeam 
Foods’ early announcement 
guaranteeing higher prices in 2009 
which will help lift grower confidence 
about the industry’s future market 
prospects. 

Sunbeam’s decision to change its 
‘door’ payment arrangements so that 
growers receive door payments within 
10-41 days instead of having to wait 60 
days after fruit delivery was timely for 
growers facing severe cost pressures.

Investment and redevelopment

The ADFA sees industry redevelopment 
and finding ways to facilitate increased 
investment in new technologies (vines, 
trellis, irrigation etc) as well as property 
build-up as a major priority.

If the industry and its stakeholders are 
to take advantage of the improving 
world food market outlook, there is an 
urgent need to increase the industry’s 
production base to a size that enables 
optimum efficiencies for both growers 
and processors. Developing and 
implementing an industry growth 
strategy cannot wait until after the 
drought.

The ADFA Board has recognised 
this matter as significant and has 
recommended a number of changes 
to the ADFA Strategic Plan 2008–2015 
that relate to industry growth and 
investment. The ADFA has also 
raised the matter with the Victorian 
Government and suggested that there 
may be ways that the government 
can work in partnership with local 
horticultural industries to facilitate 
property consolidation in irrigation 
pump districts while simultaneously 
upgrading irrigation infrastructure with 
the recently announced Federal funding.

Research and CSIRO Merbein 
closure
CSIRO’s announcement on 21 May, 
2008 to close down the plant research 
facilities at Merbein was totally 
unexpected and poses grave risks for 
the dried grape industry. The decision 
reflects the new Federal Government’s 
changing priorities as reflected in 
Federal Budget funding cuts for CSIRO.

The Federal Government cut CSIRO 
funding by about $63 million over four 
years. 

The ADFA and other horticultural 
industry groups including wine grapes, 
table grapes and citrus have expressed 
their concerns. Meetings have been 

■ Would be calculated in a similar way 
to that used by NSW in determining 
critical water needs in 2007/08.

■ If accepted, would be available 
for use from the start of the new 
season and only be used while dam 
storages remain at current low levels 
and would provide adequate water 
for survival and maintenance of 
production potential.

Research project – DPI Victoria

The ADFA and Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI) Victoria have 
commenced a jointly funded project 
aimed at maximising dried vine fruit 
productivity during periods of reduced 
water allocations.

The project will develop strategies 
including documented application of 
reduced levels of irrigation (sustained 
deficit) in suitably replicated production 
areas, as well as regulated deficit 
irrigation where the deficit is applied 
at key periods in berry development. 
These key timings need to be 
determined. 

In addition, the impact of a range of 
other management strategies, including 
rootstock selection, soil amendments, 
as well as options such as minimal 
irrigation in extreme water shortage or 
drought situations to ensure survival 
and return to full production will be 
investigated. 

Australian production 
While significantly improved prices 
were paid in 2008 for dried grapes, 
particularly Sultanas and Sunmuscats, 
this did not stop the continuing 
downward trend in Australian 
production levels. The general view is 
that total production will fall to about 
11-12,000 tonnes, well down from the 
30,000t seen in 2004, 2005 and 2006. 

A recent study funded by the Mallee 
Catchment Management Authority 
has confirmed that about 20% of the 
irrigated area in pump districts was 
taken out of production in 2006 and 
2007 due to economic and drought 
impacts.

Grower confidence is low, but 
improving. Up until this year they 
have received poor prices for fruit and 
the ongoing drought and low water 
allocations have only exacerbated 
already tough industry conditions. 

The industry faces the real risk of 
losing its core production capacity 
and ability to supply quality product 
at premium prices in domestic and 
export markets unless strategies can be 
developed to stimulate investment and 
redevelopment within the industry.

held with CSIRO Executives as well as 
Ministerial advisers, although to date 
there has been a very limited political 
response.

The Merbein decision highlights the 
inconsistency between the Federal 
Government’s actions and talk about 
environmental sustainability, land and 
water use issues and climate change 
and adaptation.

CSIRO’s decision to close Merbein is 
expected to save a relatively small 
amount and ignores costs associated 
with the fallout of such a decision. 
Worse still, several horticultural 
industries including dried fruit, table 
grapes and citrus have been advised 
that CSIRO will not be involved in any 
new research with these industries 
once the current research projects 
are finished over the next year or two. 
This apparently arbitrary decision 
will have widespread and significant 
consequences for dried fruit growers 
and those involved in processing 
and marketing, as well as their local 
communities. 

Dried grapes, table grapes and citrus 
find it hard to believe that if these 
industries approach CSIRO in the future 
with levy funds for urgent research into 
an industry problem that we will be 
turned away. 

The ADFA believes that a strong 
research capacity is needed to ensure 
our industry survives and continues 
to evolve as we improve all aspects of 
production, processing and marketing. 
Without this investment it is our 
competitors who will catch up and pass 
us in the production of high quality 
dried fruit. 

CSIRO Merbein scientists have worked 
with the dried grape industry since 
1920 and have helped Australia become 
the leading dried grape growing nation 
in the world. Their legacy includes 
all of our varieties, trellis designs, 
machinery, irrigation, harvesting, 
disease protection, processing etc. 
Merbein research station is the only 
plant research facility in Australia with 
the research know-how for the dried 
grape industry. 

It is not only logical but also essential 
that the research should be done in the 
location, climate and conditions where 
the fruit is produced. If climate change 
research is required to enable us to use 
less water, combat higher temperatures 
and drier conditions, then Merbein is 
the ideal location for this work to be 
done.
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Positive outlook generating interest

of Australian dried fruit and is 
committed to seeing our products 
processed and marketed using 
Australian fruit.

■ The 2009 Australian crop will again 
be small as water allocations remain 
well below that required for optimum 
production.

The change in the markets has also 
seen Sunbeam receiving interest 
regarding new plantings and we are 
active in assisting with these proposed 
developments. Supply contracts 
reflecting these stronger markets are 
offered and growers should register 
their interest.

We will keep growers up to date with 
developments on pricing and outlook. 
Make sure you get the latest news 
when your Field Officer next visits.

Dried tree fruit 
On a similar note Angas Park has stated 
that 2009 prices for dried apricots, 
peaches and pears will be at least equal 
to 2008 prices. 

The Turkish harvest is currently 
underway and a group of processor/
exporters has taken a position to 
control prices for export.. The reported 
prices are stronger than last year, even 
though the crop is larger, and it will 
be interesting to see how the market 
manages this. 

Meanwhile the tonnage of Australian-
style apricots being produced 
elsewhere in South Africa and America 
is limited, but these are relatively small 
in volume, but high value.

On the local scene one lesson learned 
from last year is the need to focus 
more closely on hygiene in the 
cutting shed and drying greens. Good 
housekeeping and vermin control 
within the processing area is essential 

Dried vine fruit
The last ten months have again shown 
that the law of supply and demand 
is paramount in determining not only 
short term pricing but also for dried 
grape growers to gain confidence in the 
industry for the future.

Since last October it was clear that the 
northern hemisphere, which produces 
over 80% of global production, would 
be well down on tonnage of dried vine 
fruit. This was in a market where per 
capita incomes were increasing and 
our product strengths of health and 
convenience were being effectively 
marketed to increase consumption. 
Prices rose quickly and subsequently 
the Southern Hemisphere producers 
were rewarded. 

Although Turkey, Iran, Greece and 
the United States (US) are about to 
commence the next harvest, and will 
surely produce more fruit than last year, 
a large drop in global pricing is not 
anticipated.

In fact Sunbeam has already stated that 
2009 prices will be better than in 2008 
and supporting factors are:
■ There is no known emerging capacity 

to quickly grow global tonnages again 
as was the case of Turkey in the 
1990’s. 

■ Worldwide dried fruit growers face 
higher input costs including water 
concerns and they are taking stronger 
positions on when and how to sell.

■ Currency fluctuations are seeing the 
US export more fruit and making it 
harder for others, including Turkey 
where the Turkish lira is stronger.

■ Competition for grapes is firm and 
includes demand. from the wine 
industry in the US and alcohol 
producers in Turkey.

■ Sunbeam is the major purchaser 

as is ensuring that all drying trays are 
thoroughly and regularly cleaned. 

On a brighter note, it is pleasing to 
seeing growers pruning their trees 
and preparing for what we hope is 
a successful harvest in challenging 
circumstances.

Prunes
Thankfully the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Area (MIA) water allocation of 40 % 
and some rain in the Young area means 
prune producers have had a better start 
with crop preparations. 

As the season expands growers need 
to carefully watch the crop develop and 
be mindful as to whether they should 
consider thinning to increase their value 
per tonne. Please speak to Colin Farey if 
you wish to discuss this option.

Internationally prices are steady 
although the US expects to harvest a 
crop of 120,000 tonnes, 50% more 
than last year. Similar to other dried 
fruits, the global pricing for prunes 
will become clearer after the northern 
hemisphere completes harvest. 

It is apparent that the stronger 
Australian dollar has resulted in a 
renewed focus on Australia as an 
export destination and other dried 
prune producing countries have placed 
prunes in all markets including retail. 
Angas Park continues to actively market 
the brand because Aussie prunes are 
healthy and taste great.

Sunbeam and Angas Park Contacts:

Chris Ellis: (03) 5051 4403 or               
    0419 896 970

David Swain: (03) 5051 4402 or   
        0407 834 044

Colin Farey: 0417 875 149

Alan Lister: 0409 437 801

Peter Thompson: 0429 960 234

Bob Jaensch: 0427 337 619

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park



Growers 
and industry 
stakeholders at 
the Growers’ 
Open Forum 
heard that 
amidst a rapidly 
changing 
environment, 
the Dried Grape 
Industry Advisory 
Committee (IAC) 
had attempted 
to invest in 

marketing and R&D programs that 
would deliver real benefits to industry 
levy payers.

Dried Grape Industry Advisory 
Committee (IAC) Chairman Tony Martin 
presented the Horticulture Australia 
2007/08 Dried Grape Industry Annual 
Report to the Annual Levy Payers 
meeting held in Mildura 21 July as 
part of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association’s (ADFA) Annual Federal 
Council meetings.

Mr Martin said the recent focus of the 
research and development program 
had been the development of new 
varieties that were disease resistant 
and did not split following rain events to 
reduce product loss from ringnecking 
and also mould-related mycotoxin 
contamination. 

“Refining production systems has also 
been a high priority with research to 
remove cordon bunches coming to a 
conclusion,” Mr Martin said. 

“Substantiating the belief that dried fruit 
is good for you, to enable health claims 
to be marketed, has been a major 
investment as a voluntary contribution 
project utilising funds from the 
Australian Dried Vine Fruits Trust and 
from Sunbeam Foods that have been 
matched by Horticulture Australia.”

In total, the Horticulture Australia 
dried grape R&D program for 2007/08 
invested $271,000 in matched levy 
projects and a further $148,000 to fund 
matched voluntary contribution projects. 

In addition, 2% of the value of 
these programs was invested by 
Horticulture Australia in the Across 
Industry Program that looks at projects 
providing a generic benefit to Australian 
horticulturists. 

The Growers’ Open Forum was advised 
that during the forthcoming year, the 
dried grape industry will be developing 
a new five year strategic plan to guide 
the future investment of R&D levies in 
projects. 

Marketing update
In delivering the marketing report, Mr 
Martin made a series of points about 
some of the major players in the global 
dried fruit markets. These included:

Turkey:
■ Turkish sales have been very strong 

and they will enter the new selling 
season with no stock.

■ The 2007 Turkish crop was impacted 
by heat damage and water stress and 
a similar heatwave has occurred that 
may damage a reportedly big 2008 
crop. 

■ Fruit is not being offered at clearance 
prices as is the norm at this time of 
year and there is little forward selling 
due to the uncertainty created by no 
stocks.

■ Turkish wholesale prices reached a 
maximum of US$2,500 per tonne but 
the price at which any real volume 
was achieved was US$2,300.

■ Turkish prices are currently about 
US$2,000 per tonne but with 
Ramadan in September and the 

normal Christmas demand prices are 
expected to firm.

■ Sales for alcohol production have 
increased as has Turkish domestic 
consumption.

■ A group of Turkish dried apricot 
exporters is seeking to establish a 
minimum price arrangement and if 
this succeeds it is expected that it will 
flow onto dried grapes.

■ The Turkish lire has appreciated 
against the US$ at about the same 
rate as the A$. 

United States:

■ Estimates are for a good Californian 
raisin crop but heatwave conditions 
have been experienced.

■ Strong demand by major United 
States wineries has been evident 
much earlier than normal and prices 
offered for sultana wine grapes have 
been well above 2007 levels.

■ The Raisin Administrative Committee 
advise their raisin reserves have 
run down during 2007/08 with very 
strong sales volumes being achieved.

Iran:

■ The 2008 Iranian crop is estimated to 
be between 50 to 60% of the 2007 
tonnage of 110,000 tonnes that is 
considered to be a normal crop.

■ The fall in production is due to severe 
frosting.

■ Iran has sold out of its 2007 crop.

Overall:

■ Bright marketing prospects are in 
place for 2008/09. 

■ The dried grape market is very 
volatile due to the supply situation 
and has reduced forward sales and 
long term pricing.

■ Currants have sold out worldwide. 

The forum was advised that the 
marketing situation would become 
clearer once the Northern Hemisphere 
crops were delivered for processing. 

It was noted that the International 
Dried Grape Conference, at which the 
production statistics of each country 
were shared, would be held in Mildura 
17-19 November and would be 
attended by Turkey, Iran, Greece, the 
US, Chile, Argentina and South Africa.
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Levy payers briefed on marketing and 
research projects

Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) update

HAL Industry  
Services Manager,  
Ross Skinner 

Split fruit like this may be a thing of the past with the new Sultana type variety 
produced in the breeding program.
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Targeting LBAM control
about 1.5 centimetres. The caterpillars 
often construct a protective shelter by 
webbing leaves together and it is from 
here they feed on leaves, stems and 
berries.

During Winter there is minimal LBAM 
activity due to the cool weather, however 
over-wintering caterpillar (pupae) can 
become active and begin the rise of the 
Spring generation of moths.

In Spring, the cycle from egg to moth 
is about seven to nine weeks. Young 
caterpillars are active in the foliage of 
the vine and if left unchecked will give 
rise to a Summer generation with a 
large peak in caterpillar numbers around 
flowering and fruit set.

Adding to the caterpillar number in 
Summer is reduced generation time, 
with the cycle from egg to moth only six 
weeks or so. 

Summer generation of moths emerge 
in December and lay eggs on the 
mid-section of the foliage. The young 
caterpillars migrate towards developing 
bunches and cause damage to 
developing berries and closing bunches. 
They web berries together and feed on 
the surface of berries and tunnel in them.

It is this damage which is the primary 
cause for bunch susceptibility of botrytis 
and bunch rot.

As the temperature heats up over 
the Summer months of January and 
February LBAM numbers tend to drop 
as the heat kills many eggs and newly 
hatched caterpillars.

Natural balance
The reason that IPM is able to reduce 
the number of pesticide sprays and 
utilise ‘softer’ chemicals is that it is an 
integrated approach that incorporates 
other non-chemical control measures 
such as natural enemies of the pest. 

LBAM has several natural enemies 
including green and brown lacewings 
which feed on LBAM eggs and young 
caterpillars; Trichogamma wasps that 

Light brown apple moth (LBAM) is a 
serious pest of table grapes. Although 
LBAM causes no damage to the vines, 
caterpillars feed on leaves, stems and 
berries leaving open wounds for Botrytis 
to enter and cause bunch rot infections. 
The damaged fruit cannot be sold, 
causing extensive damage to potential 
yield and market return.

Traditionally growers have had zero 
tolerance for the pest and so harsh 
chemicals were used to obliterate all life 
stages of LBAM. Broad spectrum/non 
selective insecticides were applied at the 
beginning of egg hatch and the process 
repeated each time more eggs, moths or 
caterpillars were detected.

Unfortunately these chemicals also 
removed the natural enemies of LBAM.

Today as growers respond to consumer 
concerns about the number and type 
of pesticides used on farms, there is a 
greater trend towards integrated pest 
management (IPM) approaches using 
‘soft’ chemicals.

Know your pest
It is one thing to be able to identify a 
pest in the vineyard, and quite another 
to actually know your pest and its life 
cycle, and understand how it will react in 
different environments. 

This knowledge is critical as it allows 
the grower to reduce the risk of infection 
by changing the conditions that favour 
growth of the pest population without 
having to apply a single spray.

LBAM is native to Australia and is 
primarily a pest of cooler regions. With 
an appetite for grapes and pome fruit, 
the pest is not particularly choosey and 
can be found on broad leaf weeds mid-
row or in neighbouring paddocks as well 
as surrounding vegetation, in particular 
wattle and native bush.

The life cycle begins when female moths 
lay a raft of 10-60 eggs. Pale green/
yellow caterpillars about one millimetre 
long emerge from the eggs and grow to 

parasitise LBAM eggs; some species of 
spider; predatory flies; and shield bugs.

These insects play a beneficial role in the 
vineyard by keeping pest numbers down 
and a s result are sometimes referred to 
as simply ‘beneficials’.

The beneficial insect population has 
a secondary advantage in that it also 
limits bunch, rust and two spotted mite 
pressure. 

Growers can also help reduce LBAM 
numbers by removing LBAM host 
plants such as broad leaved weeds and 
replacing them with non-host plants 
such as grasses.

Cost effective monitoring
A simple monitoring program can assess 
whether the beneficials are keeping 
LBAM numbers in check or whether 
additional assistance is required.

Grape Exchange has developed a cost 
effective monitoring program for LBAM 
utilising pheromone traps for all their 
southern farms.

Pheromones are natural chemicals 
released by animals and plants as a 
means of communicating with other 
members of that species. They are 
released to help locate food, potential 
mates and alert others of danger.

In the case of LBAM, female moths 
are attracted to specific plant odours 
where they release pheromones to 
attract the male. The male moths are 
not attracted to plant odours, only to the 
female pheromone. By attracting a mate 
at specific locations near a good food 
source for emerging caterpillars, the 
LBAM female is helping to ensure the 
future of the next generation of LBAM.

“Pheromone traps are useful tools as 
they attract the male LBAM and can 
give an indication of how large the 
LBAM population is in a particular area 
and when additional action needs to be 
taken,” Grape Exchange Group Technical 
Agronomist Michael Ficarra said.

“We put the traps out in September to 



coincide with the beginning of budburst. 
The traps are strategically placed along 
the perimeter of the vineyard, about 10 or 
20 vines off the boundary and in varieties 
like SugraOne, Crimson Seedless, 
Golden Globe and Autumn Royal that are 
particularly susceptible to LBAM damage 
because of excessive vigour/foliage and 
tight bunch formation.

“The traps are inspected weekly and 
when an average of four to five moths are 
caught, we begin calculating degree days 
to determine the most appropriate time to 
spray,” he said.

Degree days
Insects and some other invertebrates like 
nematodes require a certain amount of 
heat to develop from one stage of their 
life cycle to the next. 

Degree days (°D) measure the 

accumulation of heat over time and 
provide a common reference to estimate 
the development of an insect from the 
time the egg is laid until it hatches. They 
explain why LBAM generations take 
seven to nine weeks during spring, but 
only six weeks in Summer.

Degree days are calculated by measuring 
the minimum and maximum temperature 
in a 24 hour period and establishing the 
average daily temperature. A base value, 
which differs for each species, is then 
subtracted. In the case of LBAM this value 
is seven. 

Today’s degree day (°D) = 

Today’s degree day is then added to the 
total degree days recorded from the first 

flight (the time when an average of four 
to five moths are caught in each trap).

Mr Ficarra said he chose to apply 
sprays at 130°D as this would be when 
the first eggs would hatch.

“We have been using degree day 
monitoring for two to three years and 
found the program quite successful,” 
he said.

“We have reduced the number of 
sprays applied in a season and have 
also moved away from broad spectrum 
chemicals which can be quite harsh, 
to softer chemicals that allow our 
beneficial population to coexist and 
help naturally control LBAM.”

Contact: Michael Ficarra.

Grape Exchange

Tel: (03) 5023 3711

Email: michael@tablegrapes.com.au

35

Traditionally up to eight broad spectrum 
non-selective poison sprays would 
have been applied over the season, 
but by monitoring the number of male 
LBAM caught in the pheromone traps 
the number of sprays can be reduced 
and beneficial insect populations can 
thrive.

In this example in a Grape Exchange 
vineyard moth numbers began to 
increase from mid-October. Degree 
days were calculated from mid-October 
and had reached 130°D by early 
November.

As vines were flowering Marlin 
(methomyl) was applied at this time 

(5/11/07). Marlin is a knock down 
pesticide that targets LBAM caterpillars 
migrating to the developing bunches 
and is also active against other insect 
pests such as plague and western 
flower thrips which are present during 
flowering. This product will affect 
beneficials, but with limited residual 
properties these species can quickly 
repopulate the vine. 

The second spike in moth numbers 
in early November indicated a 
second generation of LBAM. It was 
anticipated by calculating the 130°D 
that caterpillars would emerge in 
early summer, therefore a specific 

spray needed to be selected that 
would target the emerging LBAM 
and sustain any follow up pressure. 
Proclaim (emamectin) was chosen 
as it is very effective on all stages 
LBAM, (including eggs masses and 
active caterpillars) and provides up to 
21 days residual effect. The residual 
effect gives extended control the pest 
during the peak pressure period and 
lasts until the bunches are fully closing. 
This program also coincides with the 
summer weather progresses and as 
the days warm up, the hot weather 
(greater than 36°C) naturally limits the 
pest population.

Strategic spraying works best

Summer Period – (36°C +) Spray Applied
‘Marlin’

Spray Applied
‘Proclaim’

Light brown apple moth flight record and strategic spray timing.
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The current drought conditions and 
low allocations of water for irrigation in 
the Murray-Darling Basin have seen a 
number of properties simply let go.

These neglected lands may create 
a haven for pest and disease 
development and spread and also 
pose a fire risk. This situation has the 
potential for generating problems for 
neighbouring properties, and may result 
in an intensive spray program in order 
to bring the pest or disease under 
control, adding to the cost of production 
and more chemicals to the food chain.

Growers battling to manage their 
vineyards either in survival mode, or in 
anticipation of a crop, do not need the 

extra hassle of having to contend with 
such issues. 

All Victorian landholders carry the 
responsibility of keeping pests and 
disease under control on their property. 

Neglected properties can be reported 
to the Victorian Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) where they will be 
investigated under the Infested Land 
provisions of the Plant Health & Plant 
Products Act 1995 (the Act). As part 
of the neglected lands investigation 
process an inspection is undertaken 
of the reported property in order to 
ascertain if an exotic or declared 
pests or diseases can be found, and 
if an Infested Land Notice needs to be 
issued.

An Infested Land Notice places 
the landholder under specific time 
parameters to comply with prescribed 
activities within that Notice and explains 
the substantial financial penalties for 
non-compliance. The required activities 
relate to pest and disease control and/
or prevention measures that need to be 
undertaken by the landholder.

In addition to penalties, where non-
compliance with the requirements 
of the Notice is found to occur Plant 
Standards will, under the provisions 
of the Act, arrange for a contractor 
to undertake the necessary work on 
the property. All costs and on going 
expenses are passed back to the 
landholder.

In relation to the longer-term 
management of unviable or abandoned 
horticultural properties, the outcome 
everyone is looking for is satisfactory 
land management. Rotary hoeing, 
implementing effective spraying 
programs, regular weed slashing and 
dealing with fallen fruit are basic and 
expected management activities which 
are the responsibility of any landholder.

If the orchard/vineyard is no longer 
viable then the trees/vines should be 
destroyed (bulldozed), otherwise it is 
only a matter of time before endemic 
pest and diseases manifest to become 
problematic.

Anyone who is adversely affected by 
pests or diseases stemming from an 
abandoned property should contact 
the DPI Call Centre by phoning 1800 
084 881. When reporting a property 
of concern the call centre will require 
certain information from you so that the 
matter can be dealt with expeditiously.

Neglected lands a growing concern 
as drought hits hard

“All Victorian 
landholders carry 

the responsibility of 
keeping pests and 

disease under control 
on their property.”

“In relation to 
the longer-term 
management of 

unviable or abandoned 
horticultural 

properties, the 
outcome everyone 

is looking for is 
satisfactory land 
management.”

Neglected vineyards are concern as they may create a haven for pest and disease development and spread and also pose a fire 
risk.



Spring irrigation? 
Can you afford not to irrigate in spring

Since the 2007/08 season, there have 
been at least three surveys asking 
irrigators to review the season and note 
the decisions that worked well and 
those that they would not repeat.

The overwhelming response from most 
irrigators in each survey has been “I 
should have irrigated in early spring, 
before bud burst”.

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) has been encouraging growers 
to carry over water for the 2008/09 
season whenever they have been in a 
position to do so.

With a zero allocation as at 18 August, 
the only water available to Victorian 
irrigators is that which has been carried 
over and carry over that other growers 
may have traded.

The evidence from these surveys shows 
that vines that were not watered before 
bud burst, generally did not develop 
to their potential, even with near to 
adequate irrigations throughout the 
remainder of the season.

Growers with carry over water should 
consider using some of this water to 
give their vines the best possible start 
to the season in anticipation of possible 
increases in allocations later in the 
season.

Remember, it is only necessary to wet 
up the root zone of the soil profile in 
early spring instead of wetting up the 
full soil profile, so don’t use excess 
water if you don’t have too.

Take care with frost in dry 
times
Frost prevention in extremely dry 
seasons such as this needs extra care 
as there is usually no water stored 

throughout the soil profile which makes 
maintaining ‘wetting up’ soils for frost 
prevention even more difficult. The 
situation is further complicated by the 
limited amounts of water that growers 
usually have available.

It is important that moisture levels near 
the top of the profile and root zone are 
constantly monitored to avoid letting 
the top zone of the soil dry out. This top 
layer of soil needs to have moisture to 
help absorb heat from the sun during 
the day and keep the soil warm when 
the night air cools and frost can be a 
problem.

It is essential that growers in frost 
prone areas take extreme care in how 
they manage their vineyard floor.

Where it is absolutely necessary to 
work up the vineyard floor, great care 
has to be taken in regard to the timing, 
Working up should be done as early as 
possible to increase the likelihood of 
rain falling and moistening the soil. The 
soil should be irrigated near budburst 
to further moisten the soil. It is also 
essential that the worked up ground be 
rolled as compacted soil absorbs heat 
best. 

Ideally, the vineyard floor should not 
be worked up. Instead growers have 
the option of slashing to break down 
old canes and herbicide application to 
control any weed growth as both these 
options maximize frost prevention.

Remember that it is not only you that 

might get frosted. Your inadequate 
frost prevention management methods 
may also cause your neighbours to be 
frosted.

Be a good neighbour and prevent 
frosting them out.

Spray diary
All ADFA members will have received 
their free copy of the Spray Diary. Non-
members. can purchase a copy from 
the ADFA for $30.

All chemicals together with their 
withholding periods (WHP) were 
checked to ensure that the maximum 
residue limit (MRL) for dried grapes 
would not be exceeded. 

Accordingly some WHPs have been 
changed from the chemical label 
recommendations.

All growers are urged to take note of 
the industry recommended WHP in 
order to avoid any chemical residues 
being detected in their fruit.
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Around the block

“It is essential that 
growers in frost 
prone areas take 

extreme care in how 
they manage their 

vineyard floor.”

“…vines that were 
not watered before 
bud burst, generally 
did not develop to 

their potential, even 
with near to adequate 
irrigations throughout 

the remainder of 
the season.”

Soil should be rolled and moist to efficiently absorb heat to best prevent frost.
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Gelpack, manufacturers and distributors of GRAPE 
GUARD ™ are celebrating the proud achievement 
of 50 years in business.

Given the incredible rise in imported products 
over recent years, this in indeed an outstanding 
accomplishment.

In addition to this, later this year the company will 
be commissioning a new extrusion line that will 
increase its capacity by 30-40%. 

This major investment is a glowing endorsement of 
the confidence they have in the future of Australian 
manufacturing.

Gelpack supplies a wide range of end users from 
automotive, bedding, agricultural through to retail.

They have been a major supplier to many household 
industrial and domestic brands for decades.

Gelpack utilise the most advanced technology 
in polyethylene resins. As well as this they have 
modern printing and bag making equipment capable 
of producing small to very large runs for most film 
and packaging requirements.

Gelpack is an environmentally conscious company 
are members of the national packaging covenant. 
This covenant recognises organisations that 
have sound structured policies for recycling and 
sustainable packaging programs.

They also use an increasing level of degradable 
films for a growing number of applications.

Whether it’s for agriculture, furniture, pallet covers, 
magazine and mailing wrap through to the food 
industry, Gelpack has your applications covered.
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