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At the time of writing this report, (early 
April) there is still a significant amount 
of dried fruit on the trellis.

The total crop size is much bigger than 
the dreadful crop of 2008, but rainfall 
events in early March have made some 
of the fruit darker in colour.

Given current difficulties, particularly in 
relation to water availability, it has been 
reassuring to see that we can still grow 
reasonable crops from our vines.

The outlook for the world trade and 
how our fruit meets market demands 
will also be clearer when the size and 
quality of our crop is known.

Information from South Africa indicates 
their 2009 crop will be small and that 
most growers are drying their fruit with 
sulphur to produce ‘Goldens’ to get a 
higher return for their efforts. The low 
crop in South Africa should help keep 
the European price stable for us as the 
other Southern Hemisphere producer of 
sultanas.

The drought is showing no sign of 
relenting. Water allocations and the 
new seasonal outlook are not looking 
flash. Furthermore the hardships we are 
enduring while having to buy temporary 
water is impacting on our resources.

The Australian Dried Fruits 
Association’s (ADFA) Annual 
Conference will be held on 30 
June, 2009. A revised constitution 
now provides for a new conference 
structure comprising: a) an Annual 
General Meeting for members only; 
and b) an Annual Growers’ Forum for 
all growers and industry stakeholders. 

ADFA members are urged to attend the 
Annual General Meeting on 30 June 
where the Board of Management will 
report to industry members. I encourage 
all growers and industry stakeholders 
to attend the Annual Growers’ Forum on 
the same day where we will hear the 
latest information to help us meet the 
challenges that face us in the future. 

We also need to look past the current 
hurdle of limited water availability in the 
Murray-Darling Basin and plan for the 
future.

What do we need to do as an industry 
to prosper if the rains return and 
allocations are near normal? How much 
do we grow? Where do we grow it? 
Does the customer want to buy what 

we grow? What are the price signals 
needed for farming in the future?

Working to create a better future for 
our industry cannot continue if the 
ADFA doesn’t have adequate resources 
to advocate on behalf of dried fruit 
growers.

Membership of the ADFA is vital for us 
all. 

If you are not a financial member of the 
ADFA, then I ask you consider becoming 
involved now. The membership fee has 
not changed in five years and as such, 
the ADFA has been using its reserves to 
keep working on your behalf while fruit 
prices have been depressed.

Over the past two seasons prices have 
risen substantially and I think it is time 
we all pulled together as a dried fruit 
community to see our future prospects 
stay positive. Membership is a small 
down payment on the potential benefits 
derived.

By having a strong industry association 
that can pursue issues with 
governments many unseen benefits 
flow.

Over the past few years the ADFA’s 
hard work has seen an irrigator 
grant being made available ($20,000 
each), reduced wage rises, dumped 
Greek dried currant imports stopped, 
Exceptional Circumstances assistance 
for horticulture approved and improved 
new Exceptional Circumstances rules. 

These are real outcomes that have put 
much more money in growers’ pockets 
than the $8 per tonne membership 
fee. The work done has given growers 
more dollars when they were critically 
needed.

We don’t want to lose this ability to 
stand up for you all. We need your 
support - become a financial member of 
the ADFA today. 

Please contact the ADFA office in 
Mildura and be involved for your own 
future.

Peter Jones 
ADFA Chairman

Time to support 
your industry as prices 

improve
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Nick Muraca
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As I sit to write this report in mid-
April the 2008/09 table grape harvest 
is slowly coming to completion. 
Fortunately many growers experienced 
a favourable season with heavier than 
average crops reported in most of the 
growing regions.

However, the increased yields again 
highlighted the importance of export 
markets for the future survival of our 
industry. It would have been near 
impossible for the domestic market 
to absorb the volume of fruit on offer 
without significant falls in prices paid to 
growers. 

This ability to move fruit on both the 
domestic and export markets combined 
with larger than normal yields means 
most growers will be able to keep 
producing for another year. It is a 
welcome relief after some very trying 
years, especially in the Murray Valley 
where drought conditions and limited 
water allocations continue to cause 
hardships for growers.

The Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) is working towards improving 
market access to enable the industry 
to sell what we currently produce 
and to continue to grow sales both 
domestically and overseas in the future. 

In early April I was part of a joint 
delegation that travelled to Sydney 
to meet with Federal Minister for 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Tony 
Burke, to discuss official market access 
into China. 

The delegation included the Chairs and 
Chief Executives of the table grape, 
stone fruit, cherry and apple and 
pear industries. All four industries are 
frustrated by the constant delays that 
hamper market access negotiations and 
hope that the Minister will be able to 
fast track the process.

With its enormous population and 
growing wealth, China has the potential 
to be an enormous market for Australian 
table grapes. 

We have been battling for official 
access to China since authorities 
clamped down on ‘grey trade’ between 
Hong Kong and the mainland. We have 
come a long way and with official 
access within our grasp we hope that 

the Minister will be able to help us over 
the last few hurdles.

ATGA conference
It has been several years since the 
ATGA held a technical conference, but 
that is set to change. A very enthusiastic 
committee has been formed and the 
Grand Hotel in Mildura has been booked 
for the next conference which will be 
held 16-18 September, 2009. 

The theme ‘Rising to the challenge – 
table grapes step up to the plate’ is 
designed to help growers meet the 
challenges of growing table grapes 
in the 21st century. The committee is 
working towards securing an exciting 
list of speakers.

It is now up to growers to give their 
support and attend the conference and 
make it a truly great event. 

Finally I would like to thank Horticulture 
Australia’s (HAL) former Managing 
Director John Webster for his assistance 
and contribution to the Australian table 
grape industry. Mr Webster recently 
resigned from this position and on 
behalf of the table grape industry I wish 
him all the best for the future.

Nick Muraca 
ATGA Chairman

Export markets save 
the day in good 
yielding season
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While the serious problems of the United 
States banking sector has been the 
impetus for the current economic crisis, 
Australian banks, although not immune, 
are in a much stronger position.

In a report to government the National 
Farmers’ Federation (NFF) said that for 
the most part the banking sector had 
been supportive of the agricultural sector, 
particularly over the past six to seven 
years when drought affected many 
areas. And while access to credit had 
largely continued, the NFF noted banks 
had reduced their financial exposure by 
tightening the requirements for credit. 
This meant that some loans that would 
have been offered prior to mid-2008 
were no longer readily available.

The tightening of the credit market has 
had a greater impact on agricultural 

exporters who are dependent on the 
availability of credit for shipping.

According to an Australian Farm 
Institute report on the impact of GFC 
on agriculture sectors, the sudden lack 
of credit would be expected to create 
a major disruption to shipping, as was 
evident in the dramatic fall in the Baltic 
Dry Index, an indicator of international 
shipping rates. 

This inability to 
ship products 
would, in turn, 
have a very 
sudden impact 
on agricultural 
markets. 
A message 
reiterated by 
the NFF as they 
reminded the 
government that 
the Australian 
agricultural 
industry relies on 
overseas markets 

World financial markets and commerce 
has been sent into turmoil by the recent 
global economic crisis, but according 
to recent reports agriculture appears to 
be in a better position than most other 
industries.

Vice President of Food and Agribusiness 
Research with Rabobank in New York, 
Michael Whitehead, was in Australia 
recently where he said that while 
agriculture will not be immune from the 
impacts of global recession in 2009, 
strong fundamentals mean the sector 
has a comparatively far brighter outlook 
than many other industries. 

“We shouldn’t delude ourselves that 
agriculture will be immune. It’s going to 
be tough in terms of consumer demand 
being affected and how that impacts on 
agriculture, but our view is that, for those 
farmers who are good at their business 
and have good operations, the long-term 
fundamentals are very good. 

“Comparing agriculture to other sectors 
in the crisis, the fundamentals are 
still going to be there for agriculture. 
Food demand is going to be there and 
population growth – which is a key driver 
of increased food consumption – is still 
going to be there.” 

This is supported by a statement (in 
Farm Institute Insights) earlier this year 
by Growcom Chief Advocate Mark Panitz. 
Mr Panitz said horticulture growers had 
reported more positives than negatives 
in the economic crisis so far and that 
one of the reasons the horticulture sector 
enjoyed some resilience to economic 
conditions was thanks to a diverse 
portfolio of crops and the fact that 
production occurred in geographically 
distinct regions across Australia.

Finance

to consume approximately two thirds of 
its total output, and that any uncertainty 
in the international trading environment 
would generate major problems and 
lowering returns.

While credit may be hard to find, those 
farmers who have debt are certainly 
appreciating the drop in interest rates. 
Since September 2008 the Reserve Bank 
of Australia has slashed the official cash 
interest rate by a full 4% (from 7.25% to 
3.25%; Figure 1).

Australian farmers and householders 
have welcomed the reduced rates, but 
are disappointed banks did not pass on 
the full rate cuts.

Falling dollar
There have been a number of resulting 
benefits for the agricultural industries, 
not the least of which is the fall in the 
Australian dollar. 

Rabobank Food and Agribusiness 
Research General Manager Bill 
Cordingley said that while the currencies 
of many countries fell as investors 
sought the perceived safe haven of the 
United States and Japanese markets, the 
Australian currency fell more than most. 

“The Australian dollar was driven down 
by 30% against the US dollar in the 
second half of 2008 helping to offset 
the falling US dollar commodity prices 
in export markets and the softening of 
prices at farm gate,” he said. 

The Australian dollar is currently trading 
around US65c to US73c, compared with a 
high of US98c in mid-July, 2008 (Figure 2). 
According to the NFF concerns about the 
adverse impact of recent financial market 
turmoil on world economic growth, and 
hence commodity demand and prices, 
have been a key factor contributing to the 
depreciation of the Australian dollar. 

The news is not all bad through. Mr 
Panitz said in the January edition of 
Farm Institute Insights that demand for 
Australian horticultural products was 
strong late last year as the Australian 
dollar began to fall. “However, the 
currency of other exporting countries 
in competition with Australia also 
depreciated. Consequently, Australian 
exporters are seeing static demand with 
no new opportunities,” he said.

While a lower Australian dollar helps 
exporters, the reduced buying power 
means that imported products like farm 
machinery and fertiliser will now cost 
more. 

The global economic crisis and how 
horticulture is holding up

Cover story

“The tightening of the 
credit market has had 
a greater impact on 

agricultural exporters 
who are dependent 
on the availability of 
credit for shipping.” 

Figure 1. Australian small business interest rates (Source: 
Reserve Bank of Australia).
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some cases 
fall) as 2009 
progressed, as 
most of the forces 
that drove them 
started to reverse. 

“We expect to see 
reduced costs 
of ingredients, 
fuel and plastics 
passed on to 
shoppers as 
processors 
compete to sell 
product in a 
challenging retail 
environment and 
retailers strive to 
keep consumers 

moving in through 
their doors,” Mr 

Cordingley said.

‘Steak to sausage’ 
As NFF President David Crombie stated: 
“Mining booms come and go, but 
Australian agriculture is the constant that 
gives the Australian economy the surety 
it needs during good and turbulent times. 
That’s not a slight against other sectors, 
just recognition 
that regardless 
of the fluctuating 
fortunes of various 
industries that, 
at the end of any 
day, people still 
have to eat.”

That’s not to say 
that we haven’t 
seen a change 
in purchasing 
patterns as 
consumers 
respond to the 
economic climate 
and worry about 
job security. 
Several large 
companies 

Farm inputs
The global economic crisis has had a 
major impact on farm input prices. “Fuel, 
energy, fertilisers and agrichemicals have 
all fallen well below the highs of early 
2008 and with the global uncertainty 
continuing it is likely they will stay that 
way for at least the first half of 2009,” Mr 
Cordingley said.

“In 2008 the annual growth rate in 
fertiliser use doubled from that seen in 
recent years as farmers sought to take 
advantage of high agricultural commodity 
prices,” Mr Cordingley said. 

“By the end of 2008 international prices 
for both oil and major fertilisers had 
fallen 60% to 75% in response to the 
plummeting commodity prices, energy 
costs and freight rates.” 

The Rabobank report says that although 
there will be a need for major importing 
countries like Australia to overcome 
high priced inventories from earlier 
purchases and to manage exchange rate 
volatility, prices farmers pay for fertiliser, 
agrochemicals and fuel will likely remain 
considerably lower in 2009 than was the 
case in 2008. 

Food prices
Food prices continue to be impacted by 
the ‘tail-end ripple effects’ of last year’s 
commodity boom. 

While the cost of agricultural and 
oil-derived products fell sharply in the 
second half of 2008, lags ensured that 
retail food prices continued to increase 
through to the end of the year. 

“This price ‘stickiness’ is a global 
phenomenon, with the retail costs of food 
remaining high or adjusting only slowly 
downwards in most countries around the 
world at present,” Mr Cordingley said. 

The Rabobank report said it was likely 
that retail price increases across many 
food categories would dry up (and in 

have had to dismiss staff in the past six 
months, but the rising unemployment 
(Figure 3) may help the horticulture 
sector which faces a constant struggle 
trying to attract sufficient staff for 
harvest.

That being said, consumers are wary, 
watching their budget and not lashing out 
on luxury items.

Mr Whitehead said agriculture is already 
seeing the impacts of the global financial 
crisis as consumer behaviours changes, 
with a discernible move to lower-cost 
products.

“One of the trends we’re seeing, 
particularly in the US, is what we call 
the ‘steak to sausage’ example, where 
people are trading down from luxury 
items,” he said.

The NFF reports reduced demand for 
prime cuts of beef and a move towards 
more economical options such as mince 
and sausages, or even poultry and 
pork, has contributed to a 9.4% fall in 
the world price of beef during February 
2009 with similar patterns in the dairy 
industry.

Mr Whitehead said it was interesting to 
see share prices strong, for example, in 
chocolate companies that made basic 
chocolates, when people were walking 
away from luxury chocolates. 

“People are buying less textiles and 
that’s impacting the cotton sector and 
we’re seeing people eating out less, but 
buying more fruit and vegetables from 
supermarkets to cook at home.”

Information in this article has been 
sourced from media releases from 
Rabobank, the January edition of Farm 
Institute Insights and NFF’s submission 
to the House Standing Committee on 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government 
inquiry into the impact of the global 
financial crisis on regional Australia.

“By the end of 2008 
international prices 

for both oil and 
major fertilisers had 
fallen 60% to 75% 
in response to the 

plummeting commodity 
prices, energy costs 
and freight rates.”

Figure 2. Daily exchange rate of the Australian dollar against the 
United States dollar

Figure 3. Australia’s labour force (Source: Reserve Bank of 
Australia). 
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are imposed in response to a foreign 
country subsidising its exports.

The Australian Government believes 
an inquiry into the effectiveness and 
impact of Australia’s anti-dumping 
system, including both the policy and 
administrative aspects, is warranted at 
the current time. 

The Commission has been asked to 
assess the policy rationale for, and 
objectives of, Australia’s anti-dumping 
and countervailing system, and 
assess the effectiveness of the current 
system in achieving those objectives. 
It is to make recommendations on the 
appropriate future role of an anti-
dumping and countervailing system 
within the government’s overall policy 
framework. 

This will involve an examination 
of the economy-wide costs and 
benefits of Australia’s anti-dumping 
and countervailing system including 
its impact on Australian industry, 
consumers and the broader 
community. 

The Productivity Commission will 
undertake an inquiry into Australia’s 
anti-dumping and countervailing 
system.

The announcement delivers on a 
commitment made at the Council of 
Australian Governments’ (COAG) 3 July, 
2008 meeting to progress a number of 
priority areas for competition reform. 
COAG agreed that the Commonwealth 
would request the Productivity 
Commission (the Commission) to 
undertake a review of Australia’s anti-
dumping system.

Australia’s anti-dumping and 
countervailing system allows Australian 
industries that have been materially 
injured to make a claim against foreign 
businesses that they consider to be 
‘dumping’ low-priced competing goods 
or exporting subsidised goods into the 
Australian market. If a claim is upheld, 
the Australian Customs and Border 
Protection Service imposes duties on 
the foreign goods. Countervailing duties 
are another form of trade remedy that 

The Commission released an issues 
paper in mid-April and is seeking advice 
and information from interested parties 
and other members of the public. A final 
report to the Australian Government is 
due by 23 December, 2009.

The government encourages those 
industries affected by the current anti-
dumping and countervailing system to 
contribute their ideas and suggestions 
to the Commission’s inquiry. 

Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) General Manager Phil Chidgzey 
said the ADFA would be participating 
actively in the inquiry following its 
recent success in having measures 
(duty) applied to Greek processed dried 
currants imported into Australia.

“We will have a useful contribution to 
make based on our recent experience 
with the anti-dumping and countervailing 
system in Australia,” he said. 

Further information can be obtained 
from the Commission’s website at 
www.pc.gov.au or by contacting the 
Commission directly on (02) 6240 3239.

Inquiry into Australia’s anti-dumping 
and countervailing system

Update: Greek currant imports
After two years of hard work Australia’s 
dried fruit industry welcomed the 
decision by the Minister for Home 
Affairs to impose a dumping duty 
on Greek processed dried currants 
imported into Australia. The duties are 
to remain in place for a five year period 
from 17 November, 2008.

However the joy has been spoilt by 
the news that Frutex Australia has 
lodged an appeal (27 March, 2009) and 
is seeking a review of the Minister’s 
decision.

Fruitex has challenged the finding 
that it does not partly manufacture 
processed dried currants in Australia 
and the finding of material industry to 
the Australian industry.

Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) General Manager Phil Chidgzey 
said interested parties had 30 days 
to respond to the appeal. He said the 
ADFA had made a submission to deal 
with the issues raised by Fruitex and it 
had been lodged by the 26 April, 2009 
deadline.

Mr Chidgzey said the Review Officer 

had a further 30 days 
to recommend to 
the Minister that the 
reviewable decision 
be affirmed, or that 
the Chief Executive 
Officer be directed 
to reinvestigate the 
finding or findings 
which formed the 
basis of the reviewable 
decision.

“The ADFA sees this 
issue as a priority 
for the industry and 
ongoing efforts are 
aimed at ensuring a fair 
trading environment for 
Australian dried grape 
growers, and currant 
growers in particular who have been 
adversely affected by these dumping 
practices,” he said.

“The global market situation for currants 
has improved since the period of 
unacceptably low returns in 2006 and 
2007, which was influenced largely by 
low import prices for processed currants. 

“We have no doubt that the anti-
dumping action taken in relation to 
Greek currant imports has been an 
important factor in the market place 
and together with the improved 
balance in world supply and demand, 
this has lead to better prices being 
paid in 2009.”
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in Mildura has been booked for the 
conference is a good step in the right 
direction,” he said.

“The conference committee has put 
together a comprehensive program that 
aims to help growers meet customer 
requirements, and provides a strong 
technical content with information on 
the next generation of varieties and 
rootstocks, new technologies to improve 
production and transportation of fruit as 
well as factors affecting production now 
and into the future.”

Beginning on 16 September, the 
conference program consists of three 
half day sessions of speakers and a 
field tour of the Sunraysia region on the 
afternoon of 17 September. 

The conference dinner will be held on 
the Thursday night and will include a 
key after-dinner speaker who will talk 
about tackling challenges in the key 
export markets. 

The Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) has booked the venue for its 
next conference and is working towards 
bringing the industry an informative and 
exciting program of speakers.

The industry realises the mounting 
pressures on growers to produce high 
quality fruit and has developed the 
conference theme around this - ‘Rising 
to the challenge – table grapes step up 
to the plate’.

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott said the 
last couple of years had been difficult for 
table grape growers, particularly those 
in Sunraysia who have had to deal with 
drought conditions and low allocations. 

“It is several years since the industry 
held a national conference, and the 
announcement that the Grand Hotel 

Mr Scott said the ATGA conference 
was a major event for the industry. 
“The committee needs the support of 
growers to make the event a success, 
but also hopes to attract members from 
throughout the supply chain including 
wholesalers, exporters and supermarket 
representatives as well as researchers 
and service providers.

“More than just the chance to hear the 
latest research findings, the conference 
provides the opportunity for members 
of the industry to catch up and discuss 
how the season has progressed in 
their part of the country and to see 
first-hand the latest equipment and 
other technologies available to the table 
grape industry through an interactive 
trade display.”

To register your interest for receiving 
further information about this upcoming 
table grape conference in Mildura 
between 16-18 Sept contact the ATGA 
office on (03) 5021 5718.

ATGA conference

Where: Grand Hotel, Mildura

Date: 16-18 September, 2009

Branch Forum
“The revised constitution establishes the 
Branch Forum as a grower-only meeting 
at which issues can be considered 
without the influence of processor/
marketers,” Mr Chidgzey said. 

“Each Branch Forum will comprise 
branch producer members, large 
producer members and producer BOM 
members and will be able to refer 
motions or issues to the Board or Annual 
General Meeting (AGM).

“Branch Forums will be held at least 
twice a year and be responsible for 
selecting producer members to be 
appointed to the Board, using a weighted 
voting system, with selections to be 
ratified at the AGM of members,” he said.

The first Branch Forum under the new 
system will be held on 2 June, 2009. 

Annual conference
The ADFA Annual Conference will be held 
at the Edge Hotel, Buronga, NSW on 30 
June, 2009.

It will comprise two parts – a formal AGM 
and Annual Growers’ Forum. 

Mr Chidgzey said the AGM, which is open 
to all financial members, commences at 
10am and will deal with formal business 
items such as the Board and other 
reports, audited financial statements for 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) has set the date for its annual 
conference as 30 June, 2009. 

Following the constitutional changes 
agreed to at a Special Federal Council 
meeting held on 11 February, 2009 
a new conference format will be 
implemented this year.

The main changes relate to new annual 
conference arrangements and formal 
recognition of the role of the Branch 
Forum within the ADFA structure.

ADFA General Manager Phil Chidgzey 
said the updating of aspects of 
the ADFA structure and method of 
operation resulted from a Board of 
Management (BOM) review that sought 
to identify changes that would result in 
improving efficiencies, greater member 
involvement and more informed decision 
making.

2008/09, various recommendations and 
resolutions. 

Importantly, individual members will be 
able to question the Board or raise issues 
of concern at the AGM, he said.

The second part of the conference 
commencing at 1.30pm is the Annual 
Growers’ Forum. Similar to past forums, 
this is an open meeting for all growers 
and other industry stakeholders. It will 
be an information session that includes a 
range of topics relating to current issues 
R&D, marketing and keynote speakers to 
attract wide interest.

Nominations sought 
Nominations are being sought for three 
producer positions as the terms of three 
current Board members will expire in 
mid-2009. Any financial member of the 
ADFA can nominate for the impending 
vacant positions. The current producer 
members are also able to renominate.

Contact the ADFA office to obtain an 
official nomination form, Tel (03) 5023 
5174.  Completed nomination forms 
must be returned to the ADFA by close 
of business 15 May, 2009, so that 
appropriate advice can be circulated 
to ADFA branches prior to the Branch 
Forum where the selection process will 
be completed.

Dried fruits conference 2009

Table grape growers rise to the challenge 
- National Conference Sept 09

ADFA Annual Conference

Date: 30 June, 2009

Where: Edge Hotel, Buronga, NSW 

Time:  10.00am  AGM of Members

 1.30pm   Annual Growers’ Forum

ADFA Branch Forum

Date:  2 June, 2009

Nominations close 15 May, 2009
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Planting survey underway
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Industry Development Manager (IDM) 
Anne Mooney has begun collecting 
information for the planting survey 
for the Australian prune industry. 

“Unfortunately several years of 
drought in the Young district has 
meant that many orchards are no 
longer viable,” Mrs Mooney said.

“Conversely access to water has seen 
a growth in both the number of growers 
and area of prune production in the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area (MIA).”

While this anecdotal evidence was 
clear to all members of the industry, 
knowledge of the actual size of the 
industry and its potential is less obvious. 

Mrs Mooney has devised a survey 
for growers to complete as part of 
a project (DP08001) facilitated by 
Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) in 
partnership with the Australian Prune 
Industry Association (APIA). The project 
has been funded by the national dried 
prune research and development 
(R&D) levy with the Australian 
Government providing matched 
funding for all HAL’s R&D activities.

The survey takes about 30 minutes to 
complete and includes questions like:

■ Number of trees per block

■ Age of block

■ Area of block

■ Total property yield

■ Is fruit fresh or dried?

■ Do you use paid pollination?

■ Type of irrigation

Mrs Mooney said all information 
remained confidential with only the 
district totals printed in the final report. 
Once collated the information will 
assist the industry with future planning 
and marketing activities she said.

She thanked all growers who 
had completed the survey and 
looked forward to meeting the 
remaining MIA growers in May.

11th IPA Congress
The 11th International Prune 
Association (IPA) Congress will be held 
in Agen, France from 14-20 June, 2009.

As the peak industry body, the 
IPA provides a permanent link 
between world prune producers 
and co-ordinates actions aimed at 
protecting producers’ interests.

The congress provides an opportunity 
for prune growers, processors, 

marketers and researchers to meet 
and exchange information about 
global production and market trends.

One of the key goals is to work together 
to promote global consumption 
of prunes. In 2007 a generic 
communication campaign about 
the benefits of consuming prunes 
was launched in Southern India. 
Co-financed by all the world prune 
growers on the basis of their volume 
of production, the campaign has 
been a great success and sales are 
beginning to grow. The congress will 
hear the latest report on the progress 
on their investment in a country with 
a huge potential for market growth.

Finding that marketing edge is 
important for all commodities fighting 
for shelf space or stomach share, and 
in the case of fresh produce, health 
attributes appear to be winning the 
game. Australia’s Professor Jennie 
Brand-Miller will talk about glycemic 
index (GI) testing of prunes and what 
being low GI means, while other 
French and American professionals 
will provide updates on scientific 
research on prunes and health.

Jean Pierre Chabin from the University 
of Dijon will speak about the impact 
of global warming on vineyards and 
the d’Entre prune tree while other 
presentations on facing climate 
change and how we might save 
energy and water will follow.

Technical visits are always a highlight 
on the program and this year will not 
disappoint with a trip to the National 
institute for Agricultural Research (INRA) 
where the Prunus Genetic Resources 
Conservatory (CRG Prunus) is located. 
Delegates will also visit prune facilities 
and local orchards in the Duras area.

After 15 years on the IPA Committee 
Jeff Granger will retire and Australian 
Prune Industry Association (APIA) 
Chair Cheryl Heley will take over as 
the Australian representative. They 
will be part of a small delegation 
flying to France to represent the 
APIA and will report on the congress 
in a later edition of The Vine. 

Southern Hemisphere update
Hailstorms in December and 
January have had a detrimental 
effect on Argentina’s prune crop. 
The General Alvear area was worst 
hit with as many as 2,000-3,000 
hectares of prune trees affected.



as they were in 2008. The global 
financial crisis is impacting on sales 
with countries that once had long 
term contracts now opting for short 
term contracts with the flexibility to 
adjust prices every few months.

Australia’s entire prune crop is 
consumed domestically, however the 
industry is affected by international 
trade because a substantial amount 
of fruit is imported to make up the 
shortfall in domestic supply. 

Mrs Heley said the Australian crop 

was about 50% down on the 2008 
crop of 3,000t due to hot windy 
weather at a critical blossom stage 
and damaging hail storms in some 
regions later in the season. 

“The crop that has been harvested is 
of good quality, but we are vulnerable 
to imported product from the United 
States and Chile as imported prunes 
are now tariff-free,” she said. 

“As an industry the challenge now 
is to make sure every prune grown 
in Australia is sold to consumers.”
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www.TriggsTrellisSupplies.com
Phone: 03 5022 2219

More than just trellis...
•	design	and	manufacture	customised	

machinery and equipment
•	general	engineering	&	repairs
•	multiple	contracting	services	

specialising in the dried fruit industry
•	advice	for	new	vineyard	developments
•	ViceBite	Staybrackets	designed	and
 distributed by Triggs
•	high	quality	standards,	using	

only the best materials
•	large	and	small	projects	-	on	time	delivery

According to FOODNEWS Argentina’s 
2009 yield is expected to be 30-
35,000 tonnes, which is still higher 
than the 2008 harvest of 20-25,000t. 
Fruit size is also an issue with a 
high proportion of small fruit.

Chile has also had problems 
with fruit size this season, but 
is expected to produce 50-
55,000t, similar to 2008 yields.

FOODNEWS suggest that even though 
international stocks are relatively 
low, prices will not be as good 

The planting survey aims to establish the size of the Australian prune industry and takes into consideration orchards such as 
this that are no longer viable after years of drought.
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“More than 600 farms and small 
holdings in the Mitchell Shire have 
been identified as needing help with 
boundary fencing,” he said. 

“A group of volunteers calling 
themselves ‘Mitchell Blaze-Aid’ has 
begun the enormous task of rebuilding 
fences. But there are at least 500 

kilometres of 
boundary fencing 
registered for 
reconstruction 
in this one area, 
and as much 
as 2,500km of 
internal fencing. 

“Blaze-Aid needs 
help, and more 
importantly they 
need material.”

Mr Kennedy 
had been a 
member of the 
Rotary Club of 
Southern Mitchell 
before retiring to 
Mildura. 

Farmers affected by the devastating 
Black Saturday fires are receiving 
a helping hand from their northern 
counterparts. 

The Rotary Club of Irymple, part of the 
Sunraysia Group of Clubs, has initiated 
a scheme to donate recycled pine 
posts to the fire ravaged area.

Chair of the Fire Recovery Committee 
Denis Kennedy said the target area is 
the Mitchell Shire on the western edge 
of what was known as the Kilmore 
East-Murrindindi fire complex.

His old club found itself in the middle 
of a fire disaster area and immediately 
set to work helping with relief (even 
though some members had lost their 
own homes and assets). They soon had 
Mr Kennedy in contact with the Re-
fencing Co-ordinator of Mitchell Blaze-
Aid, Richard Gray, who was looking for 
all the help he could get in the way of 
fencing material.

Timbercorp Manager and Rotarian Max 
Tolson suggested taking pine posts to 
the fire-affected areas and travelled 
1,100km to deliver a trailer load of 100 
pine posts as a sample of what was 
available in the area.

“Max’s load was greeted with great 
enthusiasm,” Mr Kennedy said. 

“Tellingly, the posts were whisked 
off to a quiet, out of the way spot to 
be unloaded as the organisers were 
concerned about the reaction of the 
locals who were desperate for any 
material to try to get their farms on the 
road to recovery.”

Since then 1,400 posts from 
Timbercorp’s Kangara property at 
Paringa have been bundled and 
delivered to Kilmore East by Lindsay 
Fox Transport. Mr Kennedy said the 
need for material was so great that all 
1,400 posts were in the ground within 
four days of arrival.

Fire-affected farmers pine 
for more posts

The first load of pine posts from Timbercorp’s Kangara property 
at Paringa arrives in Kilmore East. All 1,400 posts were in the 
ground within four days of delivery.

“Blaze-Aid needs help, 
and more importantly 
they need material.”



”At least another 17,500 posts have 
been identified in the Sunraysia area 
through phone calls to the ADFA and 
Rotary is anxious to get them down 
South to Blaze Aid’s Chief Organiser 
Kevin Butler, and his team of 
volunteers at the work face.”

Seymour Member of Parliament Ben 
Hardman said about 9,000km of 
boundary fencing throughout Victoria 
needed to be replaced after the fires 
and to date only 1,000km had been 
repaired.

He said Mitchell 
Blaze-Aid had 
been very 
successful 
in getting 
operations 
underway in the 
Kilmore East fire 
area very quickly 
while other 
areas were only 
starting out.

Mr Kennedy 
has visited the 
fire area twice 
and seen the 
gratitude and the 
need for further 
help.

There are at least another 14,000 
posts at Kangara and 8,000 have been 
bundled and were ready for transport 
just before Easter. 

“Kangara Manager Craig Bryne, has 
facilitated the task in many ways as 
well as lending his workforce to speed 
the process,” Mr Kennedy said.

Angove, a large winery with vineyards 
throughout South Australia, has 
donated 15,000 posts from their 
Paringa vineyard. Mr Kennedy said 
the Angove posts would take more 
preparation than the Timbercorp posts, 
but were another treasure trove that 
would be greatly appreciated in the 
fire area.

Local State Member of Parliament, 
Peter Crisp has been a great help, 
working as a volunteer and as a result 
developing more efficient ways of 
bundling the posts which will save 
backs and time. He has also organised 
rail transport through the State 
Government once a sufficient quantity 
of bundles are available.

Trigg’s Trellis Supplies, a small and 
innovative business in Cabarita, has 
also come to the aid of farmers by 
donating $1,500 of ViceBite Stay 
brackets. The clever device will speed 
up the re-fencing process and has 
been greatly appreciated by Blaze-Aid 
workers.

Mr Kennedy said Phil Chidgzey and 
his staff at the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association (ADFA) had done a 
wonderful job as the point of contact 
for donors. “They have been available 
continuously during office hours and 
built a database of the location of 
the posts, tasks that are beyond the 
capability of a volunteer service club,” 
he said.

“A lot of people are traumatised by 
what has happened and practical 
assistance like the posts is a very 
effective way of helping them both 
physically and psychologically,” he 
said. “As time goes on their plight 
has all but disappeared from the 
newspapers, but the need to rebuild 
their homes, livelihoods and lives 
remains as strong as ever.

“Our members are working after hours 
and on weekends to prepare posts 
for transport, but realistically it is a 
job that could take many months and 
we hope that you will bear with us as 
we work through the ADFA list,” Mr 
Kennedy said.

“Ideally we would like to borrow 
enough frames to be able to deliver 
one to each donor property and urge 
anyone with spare cradles, strapping 
or posts, either wood or steel, to 
contact the ADFA.

“I would like to thank everyone who 
has generously donated pine posts 
and other material or has helped with 
bundling,” Mr Kennedy said. “Your 
contribution is appreciated not only 
by the Rotary Club of Irymple but with 
gratitude by those benefiting in the 
fire devastated areas.”
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How you can help
Donor materials (strapping or posts, either wood or steel): 

ADFA Tel (03) 5023 5174

Loan materials (spare cradles): ADFA Tel (03) 5023 5174

Volunteer labour Sunraysia: Denis Kennedy Tel: (03) 5023 3716

Volunteer labour Kilmore East: Richard Gray Tel: 0437 758 793

Kevin Butler was excited by the shipment of ViceBite stay 
brackets donated by Trigg’s Trellis Supplies.

Volunteers have been instrumental in preparing posts and bundling them ready for 
transport.
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this year contracted growers are 
receiving prices 9% above the high 
underwritten price.

3. Consistent returns that result from 
strong marketing expertise and 
continual investment in new product 
development and brand exposure.

In some ways a similar situation exists 
in the dried tree fruit industry as Angas 
Park needs more Australian dried 
apricots, peaches and pears. Over the 
past three years prices to growers in 
this sector have risen steadily and are 
currently over 20% higher than in 2007.

These factors mean that it is a good 
time to be producing dried fruit and if 
the opportunity allows, expanding. 

The dried fruits industry has 
challenges but producing a healthy 
and versatile food product in these 

times of financial turmoil will be 
rewarding. Anyone interested in dried 
fruit production should call a Sunbeam 
representative listed below.

Prunes
Unfortunately for prune growers the 
news is not so positive. 

Prices did rise again in 2009, but the 
consequences of unfavourable weather 
in the Spring impacted on the fruit set 
and the crop was slashed down to an 
estimated 1,300 tonnes, well below 
the 3,600t of 2008. 

The very low crop is however resulting 
in a high percentage of growers’ fruit 
grading into the higher priced pitting 
sizes.

It’s a good time to be producing quality 
Australian dried fruit with Sunbeam 
committed to favourable supply 
contracts and investing in a processing 
plant upgrade and high quality storage.

Sunbeam and Angas Park contacts:

Chris Ellis: (03) 5051 4403   
or 0419 896 970

David Swain: (03) 5051 4402   
or 0407 834 044

Colin Farey: 0417 875 149

Alan Lister: 0409 437 801

Peter Thompson: 0429 960 234

Bob Jaensch: 0427 337 619

Good season shows dried vine fruit 
production must be considered

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

The 2009 dried vine fruit 
harvest is well advanced 
and approximately 
two-thirds of the crop is 
delivered into storage; 
however Sunmuscats are 
yet to be harvested in 
any volume. 

Generally growers had 
bigger yields resulting 
from better vine 
fruitfulness and from 
managing their irrigation 
with the benefit of last 
year’s experience in 
a similar challenging 
season. 

The vines successfully 
weathered the record 
February heatwave, but 
the subsequent rain 
event of mid-March 
saw the fruit colour 
sometimes diminished 
from the optimum light 
golden to brown and also prolonged 
the harvest period. 

Apart from the occasional grade 
slippage due to colour, fruit from the 
2009 harvest contains big meaty 
berries, is undamaged and will 
present well to customers and their 
consumers. 

Good yields, high prices and 
manageable water costs indicate that 
most growers should have a good year.

Even with a modest increase on last 
year’s harvest tonnage the dried vine 
fruit industry is still well undersupplied. 

Sunbeam is presently making a $2.3 
million investment to rebuild its vine 
fruit processing line and requires more 
Australian fruit to service demand in 
its retail, export and food ingredients 
markets. 

To ensure horticulturists include dried 
vine production in their businesses 
Sunbeam offers: 

1. Supply contracts that can extend to 
10 years production. 

2. Underwritten prices for most 
varieties and grades. The 
underwritten prices are now at 
the highest levels the industry has 
seen. Additionally growers then 
receive the benefit of any upside 
in seasonal prices. For example, 

“Good yields, 
high prices and 

manageable water 
costs indicate that 

most growers should 
have a good year.”

2009 season sultanas.



emerging across the 
Asia-Pacific region.

Day One wraps 
up with a Cocktail 
Reception, 
immediately ahead 
of the Gala Congress 
Dinner and the NFF/

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry (DAFF) 2009 Innovation in 
Agriculture Awards showcasing modern 
farm practises.

Day Two dives headlong into the crucial 
issue of water. Dr Richard Davis explores 
the need for food production in an 
environment of less water, while Rob 
Freeman reports on progress of the 
government’s water reform package, its 
implementation and impacts for day-
to-day farm production. Peter Corish 
articulates the critical issues, triggers 
and implications for farmers and food 
and fibre production in Australia.

The congress then examines farming’s 
integration with the supply chain 
through farm-to-fork. Professor Hughes 
highlights the emerging trends farmers 
must consider to capitalise on new 
developments. Greg Foran provides 
an overview of retail expectations and 
issues, while David Thomason explorers 
consumer-conscious farming trends.

The session on modern farm tools – 
technology and business traverses new 
imperatives for farm inputs and business 
management. Richard Price gives an 
overview of new technology and its 
on-farm applications. Kahn Horne looks 
at farm risk and financial management 
tools in the wake of drought and the 
global economic crisis, while Mike Guerin 
gives a detailed briefing on hedging and 
other market strategies for farmers.

Finally, the session on genetically 
modified (GM) crops examines the 
science of GM farming with Dr 
Jim Peacock. GM farmer Andrew 
Weidemann and health and consumer 
advocate Michael Moore follow, each 
grappling with the issues, myths and 
practicalities.

With each session allocated 20 minutes 
for questions to allow delegates to quiz 
and engage with the experts, the NFF 
National Congress shapes as the 2009 
event you cannot afford to miss!

The 2009 National Congress Registration 
and Information Brochure, including the 
full Congress Program, is now available 
online at www.congress.nff.org.au .

Australia’s role in 
feeding the world – 
and the mounting 
pressures on our 
farmers’ ability 
to fill the order – 
will be under the 
microscope at the 
National Farmers’ 
Federation’s (NFF’s) inaugural National 
Congress at the Brisbane Convention 
Centre over 22-23 June, 2009.

Federal Agriculture Minister Tony Burke 
will officially open the National Congress 
which boasts headline acts from 
government, scientific, business and 
farming quarters.

The congress theme ‘Modern Farmers: 
growing opportunities today... meeting 
the challenges of tomorrow’ is a timely 
examination of world food needs and 
Australia’s role in filling the order.

The keynote address by Professor David 
Hughes (UK) will explore international and 
consumer-driven trends, requiring more 
responsive food and fibre production to 
meet ever-changing demands and fill the 
demand/supply breach.

With climate change very topical, the 
congress will cover the issue from 
markedly different points of view. 
Professor Ian Plimer counters ‘irrational’ 
elements within the environmental 
movement, is critical of the narrow 
politics of greenhouse gas emissions and 
describes extreme environmental change 
as inevitable. Meanwhile, Dr Don Henry 
addresses the environmental impacts 
of not tackling climate change head on, 
and Dr Martin Parkinson details how 
government policies will affect farmers.

The session on global food and Australia’s 
response looks at the causes and 
opportunities as Professor Julian Cribb 
deals with the factors that heralded the 
international food shortage, Mick Keogh 
investigates Australia’s responses to it 
and Enzo Allara discusses the research 
intensity needed at home for our farmers 
to meet ever-increasing challenges.

Next, Asian growth and Australian 
opportunity puts agricultural trade under 
the microscope. Professor Hughes delves 
into the growing and changing dynamics 
across Asia, while David Crombie 
expands on the productivity growth, 
opportunities and obstacles farmers face 
in meeting this bourgeoning demand. 
Michael L’Estrange canvasses Australian 
trade policy in relation to the prospects 
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NFF congress to examine 
world food needs

GRAFTED
VINES – 2009

Black American 
on Kober 5BB

Crimson Seedless 
on Richter 99

Crimson Seedless 
on Kober 5BB

Crimson Seedless on 
Schwarzmann

Red Globe on Dog 
Ridge (metre high)
Menindee Seedless 

on Paulsen
Menindee Seedless 

on Freedom
Menindee Seedless 
on Schwarzmann

Menindee Seedless 
on Kober 5BB

Menindee Seedless 
on Ramsey

Menindee Seedless on H5 
Sultana (metre high)

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
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Grower profile

Farms and the three men have become 
great mates.

“Joe and Ross have been my mentors 
for the past 13 years and have taught 
me everything I know about table grape 
production,” Mr Pearmine said.

“Their generosity and willingness to 
share knowledge are marvellous and 
they are always available to offer a 
guiding hand or help out.”

Natural approach 

Inconsistent yields were a big problem 
when the Pearmines started out.

“In the first couple of years we got five to 
six kilograms per vine, and then the next 
year yields dropped to 500 grams per 
vine,” he said.

“We adopted a more natural approach to 
fertilisers and worked hard to condition 
the medium to heavy clay soils.”

Large quantities of composted cow 
manure are applied to build 
up the organic matter and 
general nutrient status 
of the soil. Natural 
lime and gypsum 
are also used 
regularly to 
improve the 
calcium 
content 
and 

Fed up with working in the mining 
industry Glenn Pearmine began looking 
for a place of his own and a career that 
would bring greater satisfaction.

“I grew up on a dairy at East Palmerston 
in northern Queensland where we also 
grew a few acres of bananas,” he said. 

“I was eager to return to the land, the 
lifestyle it offered, and the chance to 
do something that I could become 
passionate about.

“Emerald seemed a natural choice. 
I had been working and living in the 
area for the past 28 years and with the 
abundance of water through the Emerald 
Irrigation Scheme, it seemed the ideal 
location to grow a crop.”

As the hub of Central Queensland, 
Emerald produces a wide range of food 
and fibre crops including cotton, grains, 
sunflower and soya beans. But it was 
the completion of the Fairbairn Dam in 
1972 and guaranteed water supply that 
opened the door for irrigated crops such 
as table grapes and citrus.

Fairbairn Dam is Queensland’s second 
biggest dam, holding 1.3 million 
megalitres when full. It supplies 
200,000ML of water annually for 
irrigation, industrial and urban needs.

Small beginnings
In 1996 Mr Pearmine purchased 20 
hectares (50 acres) about 15 kilometres 
southeast of Emerald. He deliberately 
chose a property with elevation to reduce 
the risk of frosts.

The property had been used for growing 
fruit and vegetables, but Mr Pearmine 
was determined to plant grape vines as 
they were considered the best high value 
crop then.

He began with 2ha of Menindee 
Seedless. “At the time there was a lot 
of uncertainty as to how table grapes 
would perform on the heavy dark soils 
of our farm so we started out small. Two 
hectares gave us enough vines to learn 
how to grow table grapes and to learn 
how to grow them well and gain the few 
extra dollars for premium quality.”

Today the vineyard has 2.8ha of Flame 
Seedless, 4.8ha of Red Globe and 8.5ha 
of Menindee Seedless. 

In those very early days he struck a 
friendship with fellow grape growers 
Joe and Ross Cordoma of Cordoma 

improve drainage and nutrient flow 
through the profile. 

Over the years Mr Pearmine has come 
to appreciate the heavy soils, particularly 
their water holding capacity, which he 
feels is perfect for growing grapes in 
Emerald’s subtropical climate.

“We use a fair bit of water from early 
October right through picking to stop the 
vines getting heat stressed and to aid 
grape development,” he said.

“When we first started out we employed 
Netafim to develop an irrigation system 
to suit the soil type and crop we were 
growing. They surveyed the land, 
conducted soil tests and advised on the 
best drippers to use.

“It was some of the best advice I could 

Quality, not quantity a key to small 
success
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per Menindee Seedless vine, which is 
excellent for this area,” he said.

“Saying that, we haven’t quite got the 
vine management sorted yet and if we 
have an extra large crop load one year 
then the following year the crop will be 
relatively small.” 

Attention to detail
From that very first day of deciding to 
grow table grapes the Pearmines knew 
that they would have to produce top 
quality fruit if they were to compete 
with the larger vineyards in the area.

“We put a lot of time into getting good 
quality fruit on the vine,” he said.

“We have one contractor who sources 
the labour for pruning, bunch trimming 
and picking. 

“The real benefit of having the same 
group of people each time is that they 
know if they do one job properly it 
makes the next job a lot easier, so they 
make sure they do it right the first time. 

“We see the advantages in the end 
product – when the fruit hangs nicely 
on the vine it is easier to pick, pickers 
do a better job harvesting the fruit, and 
we end up with a better product.”

Harvest begins in early November 
with Flame Seedless and by 10-22 
November Menindee Seedless is usually 
ready to go. Picking has finished by 
Christmas, but sometimes extends to 
the first week in January.

Grapes are field packed with a 
supervisor in the paddock at all times. 

Mr Pearmine said at least 90% of the 

get and I recommend other growers seek 
advice before undertaking new plantings. 

“To better manage irrigation and improve 
our water efficiency we installed moisture 
probes to tell us exactly where the water 
we apply ends up in the soil profile. Once 
the water goes beyond the root depth 
it’s wasted, and similarly, too short an 
irrigation may leave the roots dry.”

The property is divided into eight blocks 
to take account of different varieties and 
soil types. Each block has a moisture 
probe, and the data from these and 
the central weather station is fed into 
the computer to provide information to 
program the controller for the irrigation 
system.

Following the natural approach, Mr 
Pearmine has implemented an integrated 
pest management (IPM) program on his 
farm. Ladybugs and lacewings were 
routinely purchased to control mealy bug 
and ‘soft chemicals’ are used to control 
fungal diseases such as Botrytis, downy 
and powdery mildews when they occur.

“The predators help keep the pests 
to manageable levels, which has a 
secondary benefit of reducing the 
number of sprays needed,” he said.

“It’s encouraging to see the growth of the 
predator population and in the last three 
years we have had sufficient numbers 
in the vineyard and haven’t had to buy 
supplementary predators.”

The soil improvements and IPM approach 
have worked well and Mr Pearmine now 
gets seven to 10kg per vine. “In one year 
we averaged as much as 15kg of fruit 

packed boxes were inspected in the 
field before placed on the palletising 
trailer and taken into cool storage.

“We’re very focused on producing a 
product that meets consumer demands 
and that means large, sweet berries,” 
he said. 

As a member of GrapeConnect Mr 
Pearmine is very supportive of the 
initiatives the grower organisation has 
put in place and the achievements they 
have made with respect to fruit quality 
and maturity.

“Richard Lomman was the driving force 
behind GrapeConnect and we have 
been swept along by his passion for the 
industry,” he said.

“Recognising the detrimental effect of 
sour fruit on the market we began a 
program to educate growers and set 
minimum standards for our members. 
We introduced a 22:1 sugar: acid 
ratio for Menindee Seedless, which is 
actually easier to comply with than the 
old 16° Brix.

“There’s still big money offered for 
early season grapes, but now that 
GrapeConnect has wholesaler members 
in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane we 
can put pressure on non-members and 
minimise the impact of sour fruit on the 
market and that’s a good thing for all 
growers.

“At the end of the day if you don’t grow 
grapes that the mums and dads at 
home want to eat, then you have to ask 
yourself ‘what are we in the industry 
for?’”

Irrigation management is crucial in a subtropical environment such as Emerald. Moisture probes and a central weather station 
provide information to help program irrigation controllers.
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Dried apricot producers may be able 
to increase returns with a new type of 
tree training system that focuses on 
higher density plantings that not only 
improve yields, but has trees producing 
commercial yields at a much earlier 
stage.

Traditionally Australian producers 
of dried apricots have planted their 
orchards to the Open Vase system with 
wide inter-tree spacings.

This low density system leaves large 
areas of unproductive ground between 
trees. Furthermore, labour efficiencies 
are low as pruning, thinning and picking 
operations largely occur from the top 
of a ladder, cherry picker or hydraulic 
platform.

A range of high density systems have 
been developed in an attempt to 
improve the efficiencies of producing 
tree fruit concentrating on peach, 
nectarine and plum production for 
the fresh market. High density apricot 
production has also been investigated, 
but only for the production of fruit for 
the fresh market.

Developments in high density 
planting systems have allowed 
improved efficiencies of labour and 
equipment related to pest and disease 
management as well as orchard floor 
and under-tree management practices. 
Greater yields are also achieved 
earlier in the life of the orchard which 

is important for anyone who has to 
finance the redevelopment.

Until recently no evaluation of high 
density systems for dried apricot 
production had been performed.

High density trial orchard 
To facilitate the adoption of efficient 
high density plantings in dried apricot 
production, a demonstration orchard 
was established at the Loxton Research 
Centre. The dried apricot varieties, 
Moorpark and Hunter were assessed for 
their suitability to various high density 
planting systems.

Six training systems were assessed 
alongside the traditional Open Vase 
shape. 

Those being the -
	 ■ Free Standing V
	 ■ Kelk 
	 ■ Central Leader 
	 ■ Palmette 
	 ■ Tatura Trellis 
	 ■ Open Tatura Trellis.

Each system was able to produce 
far greater yields per hectare than 
the Open Vase system. However, the 
expense and complex nature of their 
management and the high initial cost 
of establishment meant that most were 
deemed unsuitable for dried apricot 
production.

In the past, a tree density of 300 trees/ha 
was standard.

In recent times, 
tree density has 
been shown 
to significantly 
influence 
productivity per 
hectare. Orchards 
of between 800-
2,000 trees/ha 
which promote 
greater yields 
early in the 
orchard’s life are 
becoming more 
common. 

However, 
increased 
tree numbers 
means that 
more complex 
training and 
pruning systems 
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Improving the profitability 
of dried apricot production 

Apricot training systems established at the Demonstration orchard.



New foundation to promote careers in agriculture
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Fruit yields are achieved earlier in the orchard because of high 
density plantings.  ( Photo courtesy of Angas Park.)

Young trees are staked to establish correct crotch angles for 
the first couple of years.  (Photo courtesy of Angas Park.)

require trellis, growers will find benefit 
from staking the limbs in the first 
couple of seasons. This helps to set the 
crotch angles (50-60° in the V) and limb 
direction and provides support for early 
yields.

A planting density with row spacings 
of 4.5 metres and tree spacings of 
2.0-2.5m is suggested if growers 
are going to adopt the Free Standing 
V in any further developments. This 
density allows the benefits of high 
density growing techniques without the 
expense of trellis systems.

The open shape of the Free Standing 

are required, resulting in greater 
establishment and ongoing costs per 
hectare.

The Free Standing V was found to be 
the exception.

Free Standing V
The Free Standing V is cheap and easy 
to establish, simple to maintain and a 
superior producer of clean, high quality 
fruit for drying.  Planting densities of 
between 800-1000 trees/ha are well 
suited to the production of apricots for 
drying.

Although the Free Standing V does not 

V allows plenty of light penetration to 
ripen fruit and promote good fruiting 
wood for next season. However, planting 
densities of greater than 990 trees per 
hectare can lead to shading issues in 
the lower canopy. 

When well managed, trees trained to 
the Free Standing V should reach full 
production by the fifth year.

More detailed descriptions of the 
establishment, training and on-going 
management of the Free Standing V will 
be provided in future issues of The Vine 
as seasonal features.

The Rudd Government is encouraging 
young people to consider a career in our 
primary industries through its support 
for the new Primary Industries Education 
Foundation and the Careers in Agriculture 
Expo at the Sydney Royal Easter Show. 

The Primary Industries Education 
Foundation, a partnership between 
government, industry and educators, was 
formed to provide stimulating, factual and 
educationally-relevant materials about 
modern agriculture for use in Australia’s 
primary and secondary schools.

The foundation will increase awareness 
of the contribution primary industries 
make to our society and the range of 
training and career opportunities in the 
sector. 

The Rudd Government has committed 
$175,000 in funding for the foundation 
and $5,000 for the Agriculture Expo. 

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry Tony Burke said the foundation 
and the expo will provide great 
opportunities for young people to learn 
about the importance of our agricultural 
industries and the enormous range of 
careers in agriculture.

National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 

President David Crombie welcomed the 
Federal Government’s formal involvement 
in the foundation.

“Farmers have been concerned about the 
information gap in community awareness 
around what modern agriculture is all 
about,” Mr Crombie said. 

“That information can be as simple as 
where milk comes from – and I don’t 
mean from a carton or supermarket – to 
the more serious scientific and practical 
advances that place Australian agriculture 
at the forefront of internationally-
competitive and environmentally-
sustainable food and fibre production.”

Mr Crombie said farmers were 
fundamental to human existence, 
suppling 93% of Australia’s daily food 
needs. They were also at the cutting edge 
of overcoming climate challenges and 
employed natural resource management 
practices.

“The foundation is dedicated to raising 
awareness of modern farming practices 
to foster greater understanding and 
appreciation of farming’s relevance to 
the everyday lives of Australians, and to 
encourage more students to thoughtfully 
consider agriculture and agricultural-
related careers,” Mr Crombie said.

The agriculture sector could do with a 
boost when it comes to attracting youth.

Mr Burke said with the median age 
of farmers now over 50 years, it was 
important to ensure the next generation 
realised the career pathways available 
for those wanting to work in Australia’s 
agricultural industries.

“Working in agriculture goes beyond 
being on the land - we also need 
scientists, agricultural economists and 
environmental professionals,” Mr Burke 
said. 

“A vibrant and sustainable agricultural 
sector is key to the future prosperity of 
Australia and the world.” 

Following the Federal Government’s 
entry, the foundation is now seeking 
membership from corporations; industry 
bodies; government departments; 
educator organisations, schools or 
groups; and individual teachers to join 
with the inaugural members, including: 
the NFF; Meat and Livestock Australia; 
the National Association of Agricultural 
Educators; the Australian Council 
of Deans of Agriculture; and the CB 
Alexander Foundation, Tocal.
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Prolonged drought conditions in the 
Murray-Darling Basin (MDB) have seen 
a range of new policies put in place 
regarding allocation and distribution of 
water.

The Australian Dried Fruits Associaiton 
(ADFA) positions outlined in this article 
reflects the agreement reached by 
participating ADFA growers after 
extensive consultation involving ADFA 
Board and branch members and the 
Victorian Department of Sustainability 
and Environment (DSE).

ADFA growers down-stream of Nyah 
have been disadvantaged with the 
change to allow low security water 
shares to carryover water pro rata. 
They have also raised concerns about 
security and their loss of access to 
sales water in the Sunraysia region as a 
result of the changes. 

ADFA believes that the DSE is 
attempting to redress some of the 
inequities growers have suffered with 
changes to regulations and operating 
procedures adopted since the Bulk 
Water Entitlement was negotiated.

DSE proposals
DSE has put forward two proposals for 
industry comment:

1 Proposed Reserve Policy

DSE Proposal is to allocate water up 
to 30% of high-reliability water shares 
if inflow conditions permit. When the 
30% allocation is reached, the resource 
would be split so that one megalitre of 
water is put aside for reserve for every 

2ML of resource improvement, until 
allocations reach 50%. 

2 Proposed Carryover/Spillable 
Water Account Policy

DSE Proposal: the ongoing carryover 
rules to be in place from the 2010/11 
season would be as follows:

■ Entitlement-holders could carry over 
water from the current season into 
their allocation bank account (ABA). 
Carryover, up to entitlement volume, 
would be available in the ABA at the 
start of the following season.

■ Where an entitlement-holder has both 
high- and low-reliability water shares 
linked to the same ABA, water carried 
over would be deemed to be recorded 
first against low-reliability water 
shares, then against high-reliability 
water shares.

■ Once allocation plus carryover 
reach 100% of entitlement volume, 
all further allocations would be 
credited to a spillable water account 
(SWA), rather than being lost to the 
individual.

a) Water held in a SWA would be 
quarantined (set aside for the 
entitlement-holder, but unavailable 
to them for use or trade) until the 
storage manager declares there is 
very low risk of the storage physically 
spilling. At this time, the water would 
be transferred into the entitlement-
holder’s ABA for use or trade.

b) If the storage physically spills, water 
in all SWAs would spill proportionally. 

The entitlement-holder fully bears this 
risk.

c)  If there is a risk of the storage 
physically spilling, water in the SWA 
continues to be quarantined until a) or 
b) occurs.

■ 5% of water carried over in the ABA 
and SWA would be deducted to 
account for evaporation losses.

ADFA response
The ADFA considers that the reserve 
policy concept should be supported, due 
to the need for permanent plantings to 
have guaranteed access to adequate 
water at all times and particularly early 
in the season, in times of drought. 
However, the final reserve policy 
adopted must provide for an absolute 
minimum volume of water to be put 
aside for reserve while ensuring that a 
water allocation can be made early in 
the following season.

The ADFA has asked for further analysis 
to be undertaken and justification 
provided to confirm the allocation range 
in which the reserve policy would apply. 
While the original proposal suggests 
that the reserve policy should apply 
to an allocation range between 30% 
and 50%, further detailed analysis 
may show that river and irrigation 
system requirements can be met from 
applying the reserve policy to a reduced 
allocation range ie between 30% and 
40%.

On carryover policy, the ADFA considers 
that the existing policy of allowing 
irrigators to carryover (unused or 
purchased) water up to 50% of their 

Pursuing a fairer system for 
water allocation

ADFA Board of Management news



with DSE. A major goal is to create a 
better and far more transparent process 
to inform irrigators about Victoria’s 
share of water storage volumes, within 
the Murray-Darling Basin Authority’s 
published data. 

Imports
Total dried grape imports for the 12 
months to 28 February, 2009 rose by 
3,020 tonnes to 28,478t compared to 
the same period in the previous year, 
2007/08.

Currant imports at 1,841t were down 
about 184t on the same period last year. 
Importantly, the price is significantly 
higher than it was 12 months ago, or 
even six months ago.

Sultana imports at 18,000t were down 
997t on last year and other dried grapes 
(TSRs) at 8,636t was up by about 
4,200t on same period in 2007/08. 

In summary:

■ Currants  1,841t  down 184t

■ Sultanas 18,000t down 997t

■ Others (TSRs) 8,636t up 4,200t

New NFF membership proposal 
Following the unanimous decision of 
National Farmer’s Federation (NFF) 
members to embrace an overhauled 
membership and representational 
structure, the NFF is now actively 
seeking organisations to join its ranks. 

water entitlement should remain 
unchanged. It is felt this is more than 
adequate to meet the needs of all 
irrigators, including those with irrigated 
permanent plantings, and that the 
proposed open-ended carryover policy 
(with SWA) posed unnecessary risks 
including greater volatility in water 
prices.

ADFA considers that the combination 
of an agreed reserve policy (to be 
finalised), 50% carryover policy and 
water trading provides an adequate 
policy mix to meet the current 
requirements of Murray Valley irrigators 
and would make a good template for 
use within the MDB.

Further, if considered necessary, a 
separate carryover/SWA policy should 
be developed for urban users.

Currently up to 10% of water shares 
in any water system can be owned 
without being associated with land. 
The ADFA believes these water shares 
should be excluded from any change 
in carryover/SWA policy changes – so 
as to help maximise the amount of 
seasonal water availability to irrigators 
for allocation. If included, these water 
share holders would be in a position 
to accrue up to 20% of all seasonal 
allocations over time, limiting water 
availability for production irrigation.

The ADFA is continuing its discussions 

Since the members’ decision on 18 
December, 2008, the NFF has been 
approached by numerous entities – 
state farm groups, commodity bodies 
and agribusiness – expressing interest 
in joining a reinvigorated NFF. 

The Membership Proposal 2009 
outlines the role and strategic focus 
of the NFF, and details the numerous 
member benefits of being associated 
with the NFF. The proposal is available 
online at: http://www.nff.org.au/
read/2463294180.html

The new membership structure comes 
into effect from 1 July, 2009. 

National broadband network
The Rudd Government has announced 
it will establish a new company to build 
and operate a new super fast national 
broadband network.

Reported to be the single largest 
nation building infrastructure project in 
Australian history, the new network will 
not only stimulate jobs, but will give all 
Australians access to fast, affordable 
broadband.

City dwellers and regional towns with 
a population of about 1,000 or more 
will be connected with optical fibre, 
providing broadband services with 
speeds of 100 megabits per second. 
This is about 100 times faster than the 
services used by most households and 
businesses.

People in more remote parts of rural 
Australia will have access to the next 
generation wireless and satellite 
technologies that will be able to deliver 
12 megabits per second or more.

The Federal Government will establish a 
new company to build and operate the 
national broadband network. 

The government will seek private 
investment into the company to make 
the most of the private sector’s capacity 
and expertise; however the government 
will remain the majority shareholder 
to ensure the objective of a wholesale 
open-access network.

Expected to cost up to $43 billion over 
eight years, the national broadband 
network project is the biggest reform 
in telecommunications in two decades 
because it delivers separation between 
the infrastructure provider and retail 
service providers. This means better 
and fairer infrastructure access 
for service providers, greater retail 
competition, and better services for 
families and businesses.
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Some DSE Scenarios 

3. An irrigator with 100ML High 
security and 50ML Low security 
accounts (splits the HS and LS)

An irrigator with 100ML high security 
and 50ML low security water – wishes 
to carry over 50ML water from year 1 
to year 2.

The irrigator splits the high security 
and low security accounts, then places 
25ML against his high security and low 
security account. The 50% rule limits 
to 25ML carryover in the low security 
account.

The allocation in year 2 reaches 74% of 
high security.  

This means that the irrigator’s high 
security account has (25 + 74) 99ML 
and therefore does not spill. 

The low security account gets a zero 
allocation, does not spill and thus 
retains its 25ML

He misses out on nothing in year 2.

1. An irrigator with 100ML High 
security account 

An irrigator with a 100ML high security 
account, carries over the maximum 
allowable 50% ie 50ML from year 1 
into year 2. Allocations reach 74% in 
year 2. 

The account stops receiving water 
when allocations reach 50%, as 
the total with carryover equals the 
maximum allowable 100% allocation 
mark.

The irrigator therefore misses out on 
24% of allocation in year 2.

2. An irrigator with 100ML High 
security and 50ML Low security 
account (does not split)

The high security account would lose 
24% of potential allocation as in the 
example above; however, the grower 
could choose to carryover an additional 
25ML in his low security account with 
little risk of spill.

(Assuming the existing 50% carryover rule is retained 
and spillover accounts are not introduced)
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Launch of Global Carbon Capture 
and Storage Institute

Australian Government’s response to the 
environmental and economic challenge 
of climate change.

The government’s climate change 
strategy is designed to reduce our 
carbon pollution, adapt to the impact of 
climate change we cannot avoid and 
help shape a global solution.

The Australian Government believes 
that carbon capture and storage has 
the potential to play an important role 
in the global transition to a low carbon 
economy.

The institute is an initiative to help drive 
global cooperation on CCS projects and 
technologies.

It will help shape an international 
solution to climate change by building 
momentum for the deployment of CCS 
technology.

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd formally 
launched the Global Carbon Capture and 
Storage Institute (GCCSI) at the inaugural 
meeting of Institute foundation members 
in Canberra on 16 April.

The Institute is being established by 
the Federal Government to accelerate 
the deployment of carbon capture and 
storage (CCS) technology globally and 
the sharing of information.

It has already received strong and 
widespread international support 
with 85 bodies, including 16 national 
governments and more than 40 major 
companies, signing on as foundation 
members and collaborating participants. 
More members are expected to join 
by 1 July, 2009 when the institute will 
become a separate legal entity.

The GCCSI is an important part of the 

It will make an important contribution 
reducing the level of carbon pollution in 
Australia by advancing technology that 
will capture and store emissions.

It will also play a key role – along with 
the International Energy Agency and the 
Carbon Sequestration Leadership Forum 
– in achieving the G8 group’s goal of the 
broad deployment of CCS technology by 
2020.

The government announced the institute 
in September 2008 with annual funding 
of up to $100 million to accelerate the 
deployment of commercial scale CCS 
projects globally.

The government appointed Nick Otter 
as interim Chief Executive Officer 
and recently appointed James D. 
Wolfensohn to the position of Chair of the 
International Advisory Panel of the GCCSI.

Australia at the table for G8+ Agriculture Ministers’ Meeting
“Australia has a major role to play in 
meeting the global food shortage and 
boosting global food security, which 
is shown by our involvement in this 
meeting,” Mr Burke said.

“We believe investment in agricultural 
research will be essential, along with 
increasing the capacity of other nations 
to produce their own food.

“This meeting is a chance to build 
on the commitment of G20 leaders 
in London to resist protectionism, 

Food security and the role of agriculture 
in the recovery from the global 
recession are high on Australia’s 
agenda for the G8+ Agriculture 
Ministers’ Meeting.

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry Tony Burke is attending the 
meeting in Treviso, Italy.

The G8 has extended invitations to 
Australia, the African Union, Argentina and 
Egypt, as well as the G5 nations of Brazil, 
China, India, Mexico and South Africa.

strengthen world trade and achieve 
a breakthrough in the Doha Round of 
negotiations.

“Concluding Doha is the best insurance 
against protectionism and will give the 
global economy a major confidence 
boost.”

Following the Agriculture Ministers’ 
Meeting, Minister Burke will attend the 
G8+ Environment Ministers’ Meeting to 
discuss climate change and biodiversity 
issues.

Overwhelming demand for Caring for our Country funding
Applications will be assessed by a range 
of panels including community members 
and scientific experts.

Mr Garrett said the response showed the 
commitment of local groups to achieving 
key national environmental targets in six 
national priority areas under Caring for 
our Country.

The Business Plan sets out a range of 
targets, including protecting important 
wetlands and improving soil condition on 
farming land.

“These targets are ambitious but 
achievable and I welcome the ongoing 
support of environmental and farming 
groups,” Mr Garrett said.

“All applications will be assessed 
carefully, although this will be a very 

The Rudd Government has received 
an overwhelming response from 
environmental, farming, Landcare, 
indigenous and community groups 
under the latest Caring for our Country 
funding round.

Minister for the Environment, Heritage 
and the Arts Peter Garrett and Minister 
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
Tony Burke said more than 1,300 
applications had been received for 
2009/10 under the inaugural Business 
Plan.

Around $450 million is available to 
be committed in 2009/10 to support 
projects which help to ensure the 
environment is better protected and 
more resilient in a changing climate. 
This will include two, three and four-year 
projects.

difficult task given the incredible volume 
of requests.”

Mr Burke urged groups to continue 
their invaluable work, including farmers 
working in partnership with Landcare 
groups and other local networks.

“The government absolutely recognises 
the fantastic work by farmers and 
Landcare groups in managing weeds, 
erosion, water quality and biodiversity,” 
Mr Burke said.

“We will continue working hard to 
ensure we get the best possible 
outcome for the environment under 
Caring for our Country, which is more 
transparent and accountable.”

Funding announcements are expected 
by in the next couple of months. For 
more information visit www.nrm.gov.au.
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New research confirms cholesterol-lowering 
benefits of simple lifestyle changes

Nutritional Sciences at the University 
of Connecticut and researcher for this 
study. The research was funded by the 
California Raisin Marketing Board.

These new findings add to the 
researchers’ previously published 
data in Lipids in Health and Disease, 
which determined that in addition to 
lowering LDL cholesterol levels, raisin 
consumption and walking reduced 
markers of inflammation associated 
with cardiovascular disease.

Both the American Heart Association 
and the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) emphasise the role of fruit and 
vegetable consumption in supporting 
heart health. The Produce for Better 
Health Foundation notes that 90% of 
Americans fail to consume the daily 
recommended servings of fruits and 

According to recently published 
research in the journal Metabolism: 
Clinical and Experimental, eating 
raisins and walking may reduce the 
risk for cardiovascular disease in 50 to 
70 year-old men and postmenopausal 
women. Researchers at the University 
of Connecticut found that walking and 
daily consumption of raisins (1 cup) 
decreased low density lipoprotein (LDL) 
cholesterol, so-called ‘bad cholesterol,’ 
levels in the blood stream.

“Our research indicates that easily 
implemented lifestyle changes such 
as increasing raisin consumption or 
walking additional steps each day may 
help decrease risk for heart disease 
by increasing the clearance of LDL 
cholesterol from the blood stream,” 
explained Dr Maria Luz Fernandez, 
Professor for the Department of 

vegetables. Both fat- and cholesterol-
free, raisins deliver important heart 
health components, such as fibre, 
potassium, and antioxidants. Just one-
quarter of a cup of raisins counts as a 
serving of fruit for adults.

“This study builds upon previous 
research demonstrating raisins’ 
cholesterol-lowering and heart 
health benefits due to their fibre and 
antioxidant content. California raisins 
are one of the most economical, 
convenient and versatile fruit choices 
consumers can make,” National 
Scientific Advisor to the California 
Raisin Marketing Board, Dr Julie Miller 
Jones said.

This article was sourced from the 
California Raisin Marketing Board 
website www.calraisins.org.

New research highlights raisin health 
benefits beyond basic nutrition. Data 
presented at the Experimental Biology 
2009 conference in New Orleans suggest 
raisin and dried fruit consumption are 
associated with a decreased likelihood of 
abdominal obesity. 

The analysis examined the association 
between dried fruit consumption and 
body weight and waist circumference in 
adults 19 years old and older, using data 
from the National Health and Nutrition 
Examination Survey (NHANES), 1999 to 
2004. For the purposes of the analysis, 
dried fruit eaters were defined as those 
eating greater than or equal to one-
eighth (1/8) cup of fruit equivalent per 
day either out of hand or contained as an 
ingredient within other foods. 

“The results of this analysis showed a 
lower prevalence of obesity, specifically 
abdominal obesity, among adults who 
consumed dried fruit as compared to 
those who did not eat dried fruit,” Lead 
researcher and President of Food and 
Nutrition Database Research Inc Dr 
Debra Keast said.

This study, funded by the California 
Raisin Marketing Board, builds upon 
previous research demonstrating that 
increased fruit and vegetable intake can 
reduce the risk of obesity and weight 
gain. 

“This analysis adds to the growing body 

of research supporting the important 
benefits of raisins and their role, along 
with other dried fruits, in diets that 
support weight management,” National 
Scientific Advisor to the California Raisin 
Marketing Board, Dr Julie Miller Jones 
said.

“As an economical and convenient fruit 
choice, raisins have benefits beyond 
basic nutrition.”

Additional data presented at the 
Experimental Biology conference 
reinforced raisins as an important source 
of fructans, a type of dietary fibre which 
functions as a ‘prebiotic’ and may 
provide a wide range of health benefits 
including the promotion of colon health 
and stimulation of the gastrointestinal 
immune system. 

Fructans are not present in fresh 
Thompson Seedless grapes (i.e. raisin 
grapes) prior to dehydration. However, 
they are produced during the dehydration 
process which converts fresh grapes into 
raisins. 

Collaborative work from researchers at 
Rutgers and Winona State Universities 
examined the phenolic content of raisins 
and grapes and identified specific types 
of phenolics previously not identified 
in these fruits and their implications 
for improved dietary health. Both of 
these studies were funded by Sun-Maid 
Growers. 

This article was sourced from the 
California Raisin Marketing Board and 
first appeared on PR Newswires.

Raisin and dried fruit consumption 
associated with reduced abdominal obesity
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years. The ATGA has made strong 
ongoing relationships with Australian 
Government departments and has 
created relationships with our overseas 
counterparts. We have also been proactive 
in our research and development to 
provide science-based information to 
assist market access applications. 

The average time for government to 
gain market access for commodities 
from beginning to end is 18 years and 
this must be fast tracked as quickly as 
possible by adopting the 3-tier approach.

Many industry bodies, including the ATGA, 
have been disappointed with the lack of 
progress on market access applications 

and in particular the lack of technical 
discussions with countries where 
Australia has applications. 

Biosecurity Australia will always respond 
that they have a work plan that they 
adhere to and all market access requests 
will be based on science. 

However, after a meeting of the China 
Market Access Steering Group, it was 
announced that Minister Burke would be 
travelling to China during early April to 
have high level ministerial discussions 
with China’s General Administration 
of Quality Supervision, Inspection and 
Quarantine (AQSIQ) and technical 
discussions would take place with 
Biosecurity Australia and AQSIQ in late 
April. 

The ATGA was invited to travel with the 
Minister on his visit, but with such a short 
time frame and tight schedule there would 
be little time for the ATGA to engage in 
anything meaningful so it was declined. 
However, the ATGA accepted an invitation 
by Biosecurity Australia to attend the 
technical discussions in Taiyuan City, the 
capital city of Shanxi Province in China, in 
late April. 

The ATGA arranged for a meeting with 
the Minister prior to his departure to 
China and we presented him with a paper 
outlining what we saw as the critical 

The 2008/09 
table grape 
season is 
winding down 
and reports 
at the time of 
writing indicate 
that nearly all 
regions have 
had a successful 
year. 

Table grape 
exports statistics 

are showing increases to all countries and 
this in turn has taken the pressure off the 
domestic markets. 

This is partly attributed to a more 
favourable exchange rate thanks to the 
depreciation of the Australian dollar 
against the US dollar, but also because 
both our major competitors – Chile and 
South Africa – have had lower yields as a 
result of poor weather conditions.

History has shown the more we can 
present Australian grapes to the Asian 
market, the more they demand them. And 
this has certainly been the case this year.

The good returns on both the domestic 
and export market emphasise the 
importance of the Australian Table Grape 
Association’s (ATGA) position, prioritising 
the pursuit of new export markets while 
maintaining and strengthening our current 
markets. 

After a quiet period from December 
through to March, market access activities 
have started to become active again. 

There have been many teleconferences 
held between the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF), 
Biosecurity Australia and Industry Market 
Access Steering Groups. 

A two day Horticulture Market Access 
Committee (HMAC) strategic planning 
workshop on market access was held 
in early April. Over 60 people from DAFF, 
Horticulture Australia (HAL), industry and 
the export sector attended the workshop. 
The key theme that came out of the 
sessions was the need for a 3-tiered 
approach to achieve market access: 

1. High level government to government 
negotiations (Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade). 

2. Science-based quarantine negotiation 
(Biosecurity Australia).

3. Creating commercial relationship and 
breaking down the trade barriers. 

The ATGA has been endeavouring to 
take this approach over the last four 

Movement on market access
factors not being achieved from market 
access and what we would like the 
Minister to convey in his meeting with 
AQSIQ. 

It is hoped with the Minister’s visit and the 
technical discussion there will be some 
advancement in achieving market access 
for table grapes into China.

Domestic access
Domestic access has become important 
with individual state biosecurity 
departments becoming more vigilant in 
their entry requirements. The ATGA has 
impressed on each state to have better 
communication processes in place to 
inform growers of the various entry 
conditions. 

Of concern is the lack of consistency 
between states for movement of fruit. 

The Interstate Certification Assurance 
(ICA) scheme is gaining momentum, but 
growers need to be aware that ICAs do 
not line up with state entry requirements. 
It is important that growers have an 
understanding of state entry requirements 
and ICAs.

GrapeConnect conference
GrapeConnect recently held their mid-year 
conference in Brisbane. It was well attend 
by growers from Queensland and some 
good outcomes were a result. 

Prioritisation of the current research 
and development needs of the Northern 
Australian table grape industry was 
tabled. Of note was how closely they 
correlated with national priorities. Of 
major concern to the growers was 
domestic market access with ongoing 
issues of Queensland fruit fly and 
phylloxera.

Table grape conference
The Australian table grape conference 
is to be held in Mildura on the 16-18 
September, 2009 at the Grand Hotel. 

The conference will commence 
Wednesday and will take the theme of 
‘Rising to the Challenge’. 

Final preparations are now being 
completed and the committee hope 
growers and stakeholders will attend 
and show their support for your national 
industry. 

International speakers as well as speakers 
from across the country will present 
information on events and issues that 
will place growers in a position to take 
the next step in enhancements for the 
industry. 

ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott

ATGA Chief Executive’s report

“The average time 
for government to 

gain market access 
for commodities from 
beginning to end is 18 
years and this must be 

fast tracked.”



Trellis drying unit to be accredited

Growers 
will once 

again begin 
the coming 

irrigation 
season 

with a zero 
water allocation unless there is 
unprecedented ‘biblical-sized’ rainfall in 
the catchments.

The Murray-Darling Basin Authority’s 
(MDBA) 4 April report shows that the 
Hume Reservoir’s capacity is still 
declining and is currently holding 93 
gigalitres or 3.57% of capacity, while 
Dartmouth has 835GL or 21.71% of 
capacity.

The overall MDBA active storage 
continues to decline and is currently 
at 890GL or 10% of capacity with an 
additional 252GL in the Menindee Lakes 
that remains under New South Wales 
control.

There is clear evidence from the last 
two seasons of drought showing that 
it is essential to provide vines with 
adequate water before bud burst to 
ensure a good start to the season. 
Growers should keep this in mind as 
they begin planning for the next harvest.

50% carryover available
Carryover is the main risk management 
tool available to growers at the moment.

Victorian irrigators are now able to carry 
over 50% of their water allocation into 
the 2009/10 season. Growers who are 
in a financial position to purchase water 
to carryover are able to do so again.

Careful consideration of the likelihood 
of allocations exceeding 50% needs 
to be given if a large percentage of 
carryover is being contemplated. At the 

moment Victoria 
does not allow any 
more than 100% 
of allocation to be 
held in a grower’s 
allocation bank 
account (ABA). Any 
water exceeding 
the 100% level 
will be lost to the 
irrigator.

Farmers up-stream 
of Swan Hill are 
able to carryover 
up to 50% of both 
their high and low 
reliability water allocations. If these 
farmers keep any surplus water or enter 
the water market to maximise their 
carryover, it is likely that the price of 
water will rise. 

If you are considering buying water, it 
is important that you monitor the water 
prices on the water trading websites 
or consult a water broker to get an 
understanding of how the market is 
going to react as trading approaches its 
closure.

Closing dates for water trade
If water is to be purchased for 
carryover, growers need to be aware of 
the closing dates for markets in each of 
the states.

At the time of writing, the market for 
NSW interstate and within NSW closes 
on 31 May, 2009, with trading within 
Victoria closing on 16 June, 2009.

Consider your water needs
The market outlook for dried vine fruits 
has improved markedly with better 
prices paid by the processors this year 
and according to recent processor 
comments, reasonable prospects for 
similar prices next year.

With two years experience growing a 
crop with reduced water, it is worth 
sitting down and putting some numbers 
into the CCW water budgeting tool as it 
might reveal some useful information 
about how much you can afford to pay 
for water.

New advisory program 
available
A new advisory program called ‘grower 
1-2-1’is available to all growers. The 
program is the continuation of the 
Department of Agriculture Fisheries 
and Forestry (DAFF) funded drought 
extension program, but is now funded 
by the Victorian Department of Primary 
Industries. 

Alison MacGregor and Graeme Thornton 
are available to offer free independent 
advice to growers having difficulty 
working with the CCW program, or 
wanting to discuss their business or 
other management plans.

This program ceases at the end of May, 
contact Ms MacGregor on 0419 229 713 
or Mr Thornton on 0427 164 490 to 
make an appointment now.

Field Days over recent years have been 
trellis dried. 

Although trellis drying has been 
practiced for more than 30  years, and 
is now widely accepted in the industry, 
there has been no credited teaching 
program to pass this knowledge on 
to the next generation of vineyard 
managers. This ‘short fall’ in the TAFE 
system was recognised and instigated 
the development and writing of a new 
unit known as Viticulture (Trellis dried 
grapes).

Students studying Horticulture 
Production at the Sunraysia Institute of 
TAFE will soon be taught how to trellis 
dry grapes.

Trellis drying has become the industry 
standard practice in the dried vine 
fruit industry as growers move 
towards mechanisation and better cost 
efficiencies. When done well, good 
high quality fruit can be produced. 
Some of the winners of the quality 
awards at the Mildura Horticultural 

A steering committee was established 
in November 2008 to act as the 
reference group to write and review 
the unit. The committee included TAFE 
trainers, dried fruit growers and other 
industry members.

The new unit has been through the 
accreditation panel process and is 
currently with the national training 
authority for final approval.

It is expected that the Viticulture (Trellis 
dried grapes) unit will be available to 
students from 1 July, 2009.
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Drying for profit activities

Challenging times ahead

Victorian growers are likely to start the 2009/2010 season with 
zero allocation 
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The Australian 
dried grape 
marketing 
program for 
2008/09 is 
focused on a 
mix of export 
and domestic 
promotion.

The revenue 
derived from the 
$7.00 per tonne 
marketing levy 

funds five main programs. These are:

1. Promotion. The promotion budget is 
set by the Industry Advisory Committee 
(IAC) to Horticulture Australia (HAL) after 
consideration of the estimated revenue for 
the new financial year and the funds held 
in reserve in HAL’s dried grape account. 

In the past the industry has had a 
presence at the major European trade 
fairs and has paid for advertisements in 
the Bako Einkaufsgenossenschaft trade 
diaries that service the German baking 
industry. These international promotions 
are felt to provide a significant generic 
benefit to the Australian dried grape 
industry and are worth continuing. 

The financial commitment to these 
promotions is deducted from the 
budgeted figure and the remnant funding 
is allocated to each Australian processor/
marketing company based on their 
receival tonnage. The companies are then 
asked to put forward promotion proposals 
to utilise their funding allocation. 

This process recognises that the 
marketing staff of the processor/
marketing companies are best placed 
to develop funding proposals that fit into 
their marketing plans, and maintains an 

equitable position for growers that pay the 
levy and supply different processors. 

The types of promotions approved have 
been advertising on television and in 
supermarket flyers, sample packaging 
and distribution of new season’s fruit, 
market promotional visits, attendance at 
trade fairs, and promotional materials. 

2. Market information. HAL assists 
in organising the annual International 
Conference of Dried Grape Producing 
Countries. 

Australia provided the Conference 
Secretariat in Cologne in 2007, to coincide 
with the Anuga Trade Fair, and again last 
year in Mildura. 

The conference and the network of 
contacts established assists throughout 
the year in obtaining an insight into 
production, product quality and marketing 
matters of interest from other dried grape 
producing countries. For more detailed 
information on the 2008 Conference 
hosted in Mildura see the January edition 
of The Vine.

3. Product integrity. The Dried Fruits 
Quality Centre (DFQC) undertakes 
the chemical residue and microbial 
contamination testing and clearance 
program for the dried fruits industry. 
These tests are either paid for on a 
rate per test or underwritten by the 
processors, the result of which is the 
program, although initially funded using 
the marketing account funds throughout 
the year, is cost neutral once the net cost 
of the program is recovered from the 
processors. 

This provides a highly cost efficient and 
effective program of residue clearance 
that randomly samples and tests fruit of 

every variety from every grower in every 
year. 

The program provides to the industry 
processor/marketers all information on 
the rate of detection of any chemical at 
the lowest detectable levels available. The 
detections have been consistently very 
low over the years, but any sample with 
detectable levels of residue is sent for 
full analysis using the HPLC technique to 
quantify the level of residue. 

Since 2003, no dried grape sample has 
exceeded the maximum residue limit 
(MRL) for any chemical. 

Debra Thompson has managed the DFQC 
testing program for 10 years. As part of 
the product integrity program she also 
maintains the Approved Supplier Database 
that notes accreditation of the growers 
who have successfully undertaken the QA 
course. The property audit results are also 
maintained on the DFQC database.

4. Industry statistics. HAL collects, 
collates and distributes aggregated 
production and marketing statistics to 
industry.

5. Partnership Agreement with the ADFA. 
HAL reimburses the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA), as the dried grape 
industry representative body, for the costs 
incurred in managing the IAC and its 
meetings, the attendance at HAL forums 
held in Sydney and Mildura, a proportion 
of the cost of producing and distributing 
The Vine magazine, updating the ADFA 
website and contribution to the industry 
reference committees that oversee a 
number of R&D projects.

Dried grape marketing 2008/09

Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) update

HAL Industry  
Services Manager,  
Ross Skinner 

New award to promote biosecurity
A Farm Biosecurity Award, rewarding 
exemplary biosecurity practices in rural 
Australia will feature as part of the 
inaugural Australian Rural and Outback 
Awards to be held later this year.

The Farm Biosecurity Award is a 
key element of the Farm Biosecurity 
program, a joint initiative of Animal 
Health Australia (AHA) and Plant Health 
Australia (PHA). It is a national education 
and engagement campaign which aims 
to help producers reduce the risk of 
diseases, pests and weeds on-farm. 

The Australian Rural and Outback 
Awards were developed to recognise 
the achievements of people and their 

communities across rural and remote 
Australia. 

AHA and PHA believes the awards will 
help promote the biosecurity cause to 
a wide grower audience and shine a 
spotlight on those leading the way on 
better on-farm biosecurity practices. 
Furthermore, the awards present an 
opportunity for farming organisation 
to help promote the benefits of good 
biosecurity practices. 

The criteria for the awards will be quite 
broad, as AHA and PHA are interested 
in promoting interest and rewarding 
good practice at any level, so anyone 
is eligible to enter and will be in with a 

chance to win. Producers will have the 
potential to win $2,000 and a trophy for 
their efforts at implementing effective 
on-farm biosecurity measures.

Nominate online at www.awardsaustralia.com 
or phone 1300 735 445. For more information 
about the Farm Biosecurity program, visit 
www.farmbiosecurity.com.au, or call PHA on 
(02) 6260 4322.

The Australian Rural and Outback Awards 
are being organised by Awards Australia, 
who have many years of experience 
running community awards around 
Australia. The Farm Biosecurity Award 
is one of 5 being offered as part of the 
awards program. 



New website to track MDB water storages
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John Webster, Managing Director of 
Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL), 
announced his resignation after eight 
years.

As HAL’s inaugural Managing Director, 
Mr Webster oversaw the development 
of a new company following the 
merger of the Horticulture Research 
and Development Corporation and the 
Australian Horticultural Corporation.

In his time as Managing Director, Mr 
Webster has steered the company 
through significant growth with an 
increase in investments for Australian 
horticulture from $49 million in 2000/01 
to $92 million this year. He has also 
presided over an increase in industry 
membership from 29 peak industry 
bodies in 2001 to the current level of 37.

Under Mr Webster’s leadership the 
company has worked to maximise the 
return to levy payers through a strong 
partnership between the company and 
the industry that it serves.

“I am very proud of what the company 
and its members have achieved for the 
industry,” Mr Webster said. 

“The company and the industry have 

grown and matured a great deal over 
the last eight years and I have been 
privileged to have had a role to play in 
that. The platform for significant future 
growth in the industry is in place and 
HAL’s investment in industry programs 
will help underpin this growth.”

Mr Webster paid tribute to the 
dedication of the Board and staff 
at HAL. “We have run a very lean 
organisation as befits any industry body, 
with a greater percentage of industry 
funds being invested in industry 
programs rather than company costs 
today than was the case in 2001. This 
can only occur with an absolutely 
dedicated staff team and a Board with 
a clear focus on enhancing operational 
effectiveness.”

Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) Chairman Peter Jones said it 
was sad to hear that Mr Webster was 
leaving HAL. 

“John’s personal involvement and 
interest in our industry over the years 
has been outstanding and we all 
greatly appreciate the time, effort and 
encouragement he has put into the 
horticulture industry,” Mr Jones said.

“John showed a real engagement with 
industry bringing Board members and 
senior staff to Sunraysia to see first 
hand the R&D spending and the results 
achieved.”

Mr Jones thanked Mr Webster for all 
that he had done and wished him all the 
best for the future on behalf of the dried 
fruits industry.

Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) Chairman Nick Muraca 
reiterated these thoughts. He said Mr 
Webster had played an integral role in 
assisting the ATGA achieve the results 
that it had and he wished him all the 
best for the future.

HAL Chair, Dr Nigel Steele Scott praised 
the contribution Mr Webster had made 
to the company. “John’s commitment 
to HAL and to horticulture has been 
outstanding. The Board congratulates 
him on everything he has achieved.

“The Board will be moving to find a 
replacement as a matter of urgency,” Dr 
Steele Scott said.

Mr Webster left HAL at the end of April.

HAL Managing Director 
announces resignation

A new interactive website will be 
updated weekly to show water 
availability in public water storages 
across the Murray-Darling Basin, 
Minister for Climate Change and 
Water, Senator Penny Wong, said. 

“The new website provides easily-
accessible information on water held 
in public storages right across the 
Murray-Darling Basin,” Senator Wong 
said. 

Senator Wong said the Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority (MDBA) had developed 
the new site, which includes data 
collated from water management 
sources in the four basin states. 

“Water managers, irrigators, 
community and environment groups, 
students, and anyone else with an 
interest can just click on an interactive 
map of the basin for the latest data on 
water held in public storage anywhere 
in the basin. 

“They can also check the current 
volume of water in each storage 

facility expressed as a figure and 
a percentage. And for the River 
Murray, current storage levels can 
be compared against historical 
comparisons at the click of a mouse. 

“Visitors will also be able to access 
information on the latest seasonal 
water allocations via links to each 
relevant state water agency.” 

In response to public interest, the 
water volume and level of South 
Australia’s Lower Lakes will also be 
viewable on the website and updated 
weekly. 

“People visiting the site can also 
download a detailed quarterly basin-
wide water resource spreadsheet, 
which includes estimates of water 
held in private storages in the 
northern basin, and commitments in 
each river system.” 

Senator Wong said the quarterly 
spreadsheet builds on a version that 
first went online in September last 

year, and was most recently updated 
to February 2009. 

With the MDBA’s recent drought report 
stating that inflows into the basin 
were the worst on record for this time 
of year, accurate information about 
water storages was vital, Senator 
Wong said. 

“There is no doubt we are facing a 
critical situation in the Murray-Darling 
Basin after years of drought and over-
allocation, and in the face of climate 
change,” Senator Wong said. 

“The Rudd Government is taking 
action to tackle this crisis by 
committing $3.1 billion to buy water 
to return to basin rivers and wetlands. 
And $3.7 billion is already allocated 
to specific projects in the basin to 
improve irrigation infrastructure and 
help communities deal with a future 
with less water.” 

The new ‘Water in Storages’ site is 
available at www.mdba.gov.au/water/
waterinstorage.



28

The national outlook for seasonal 

rainfall between April and June shows a 

mixed pattern of odds for exceeding the 

seasonal median, especially in the east 

and south. A wetter than normal season 

is favoured in parts of eastern New 

South Wales and Queensland, whereas a 

drier than normal three months is more 

likely in parts of South Australia, Victoria, 
southwest NSW and northern Tasmania. 

The pattern of seasonal rainfall odds 
across Australia is mainly a result of 
warm conditions in the Indian Ocean in 
February; the Pacific Ocean had little 
contribution to this forecast. 

For the April to June period, the chance 
of exceeding median 
rainfall is between 60 
and 70% in a region 
covering much of 
eastern and northern 
NSW as well as 
southeast Queensland 
(see map). This means 
that for every ten years 
with ocean patterns 
like the current, about 
six or seven years are 
expected to be wetter 
than average over 
this area, while about 
three or four years are 
expected to be drier. 

Conversely, the chance of above median 
falls is below 40% over northwest 
Western Australia and in a band 
extending from northwest South Australia 
across southwest NSW and Victoria 
(except East Gippsland) to northern 
Tasmania (see map). 

The probabilities drop below 30% in 
central South Australia. This means that 
below median falls, i.e. drier than normal 
conditions, have a 60 to 75% chance of 
occurring across this broad region. 

Across the rest of the country, the 
chance of exceeding the median rainfall 
during the June quarter is between 40 
and 60%, meaning that above average 
falls are about as equally likely as below 
average falls in these regions. 

More detailed forecast maps, including 
the probabilities of seasonal rainfall 
exceeding given totals, can be found 
under the Water and the Land part of the 
Bureau’s website www.bom.gov.au/watl/
index.shtml

Mixed rainfall odds 
in the east and south

Water outlook

First Commonwealth environmental water 
to benefit SA wetlands 

Wetlands in South Australia 
have received the first release 
of Commonwealth water for the 
environment. 

Minister for Climate Change and 
Water, Senator Penny Wong, and 
South Australian Minister for the River 
Murray, Karlene Maywald, said the first 
watering events marked a new chapter 
in the restoration of the Murray-Darling 
Basin and would be followed by further 
releases at other sites around the basin 
over coming months. 

“These releases of environmental 
water are the first dividends from the 
Australian Government’s $3.1 billion 
water buyback program under its Water 
for the Future plan,” Senator Wong said. 

“The Commonwealth Environmental 
Water Holder has selected these sites 
based on proposals from basin states 
and advice from the Environmental 
Water Scientific Advisory Committee.” 

Minister Maywald said the water 
would benefit several significant South 
Australian wetlands. 

South Australia has begun watering at 
four sites, delivering over one billion 
litres of Commonwealth environmental 
water. The sites to be watered are: 
■ Chowilla Floodplain, an icon site 

of The Living Murray Initiative and 
part of the Riverland Ramsar site, 
containing large areas of River 
Red Gum, Black Box woodland and 
diverse wetland habitats, will receive 
286 million litres to complement 350 
million litres provided by the South 
Australian Government. 

■ Paiwalla Wetland, between Mannum 
and Murray Bridge, listed in the 
Directory of Important Wetlands 
of Australia, containing rare and 
nationally listed species and 
frequented by significant populations 
of migratory water birds, will receive 
475 million litres. 

■ Carpark Lagoons on the Katarapko 
floodplain in the River Murray 
National Park, near Berri. Katarapko, a 
diverse floodplain and wetland habitat 
for a range of aquatic and terrestrial 
animals, will receive 200 million 

litres targeted at protecting River Red 
Gums. 

■ Rocky Gully, also near Murray Bridge, 
a refuge site for a range of rare and 
nationally listed species and one of 
the last remaining refuge sites across 
the basin for the Murray Hardyhead, 
has been allocated 80 million litres. 

“These are the first in a number 
of environmental watering actions 
planned by the Commonwealth to give 
priority drought-affected wetlands a 
much-needed drink,” Senator Wong 
said. 

“The Commonwealth Environmental 
Water Holder is working with basin 
states to identify priority sites for 
environmental watering, with more sites 
to be watered in other parts of the basin 
soon.” 

More information about the sites 
receiving water and the Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Holder is available 
at: www.environment.gov.au/water/
environmental/cewh/index.html

Forecast chance of exceeding median rainfall; April to June 
2009 (source: Bureau of Meteorology).



Murray autumn outlook bleak as 
inflows hit record lows

increasing the 
storage level to 
about 15% of 
capacity.

“Murray system 
inflows for the 
three years 
ending in March 
were 5,160GL, 
or 46% of the 
previous three 
year minimum 
of 11,300GL in 
1943 to 1946. 
The persistence 
and severity of this drought, 
particularly over the past three years, 
is unprecedented.

“All three states have set aside 
enough water to meet critical human 
water needs in 2009/10, but the 
prospects for irrigation will be highly 
dependent on future rainfall and 
system inflows,” he said.

The MDBA’s total active (useable 
water) storage 
is currently only 
950GL or 11% 
of capacity, 
well below the 
March long 
term average of 
4,400GL. Total 
storage across 
the whole basin 
remains low at 
about 18%.

Mr Freeman said 
the combination 
of low storage 
levels, low river 

Murray inflows between January and 
March were the lowest in 117 years 
and the outlook for the next three 
months is also looking bleak. That’s 
the grim news in the latest Drought 
Update issued by the Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority (MDBA).

Chief Executive Rob Freeman said 
storage levels were low and the 
rainfall outlook for the next three 
months over the southern basin was 
for drier than average conditions.

“Total inflows for the first three 
months of this year were 140 
gigalitres, slightly lower than the 
previous historic minimum of 150GL 
in January-March 2007,” Mr Freeman 
said. “Inflows for the 2008/09 water 
year are currently tracking as the 
sixth driest on record.

“Despite good rainfall in the north 
of the basin during February, the 
Menindee Lakes received only 
about 190GL from the Darling River, 

flows and high water temperatures, 
had contributed to outbreaks of blue-
green algae in the Murray in recent 
weeks.

“Whether the growth dissipates or 
worsens will depend on a number 
of factors such as rainfall, water 
temperatures and wind direction.”

Mr Freeman said flows to South 
Australia would continue below 
normal entitlement rates until there 
was a significant improvement in 
water availability. The water level 
in Lake Alexandrina was at record 
low levels and its salinity has risen. 
Salinity in Lake Albert was also on the 
rise, despite the water being pumped 
in from Lake Alexandrina.

“Wetland and floodplain ecosystems 
across the entire Murray system will 
continue to be severely impacted by 
the prolonged dry conditions,” Mr 
Freeman said.
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Murray system inflows (excluding Snowy and Darling inflows).

MDBA active storage, June 2000 to March 2009.

Government receives final drought review report
The Federal Government has received 
the final Productivity Commission report 
into the economic impact of drought, 
as part of its national review of drought 
policy.

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry Tony Burke said it was the last 
of three reports commissioned by the 
government to inform the review.

A draft Productivity Commission report 
was released in October 2008 for 
further consultation.

The government will now consider in 

detail the recommendations from all 
three reports – from the Productivity 
Commission, the expert social panel 
and the Bureau of Meteorology / CSIRO 
– and extensive feedback from public 
consultation.

“The government is committed to 
helping farmers to plan for the future 
and better prepare for climate change,” 
Mr Burke said.

“There is widespread recognition that 
the current system is unfair, creates 
uncertainty and doesn’t allow for 

assistance to be provided until farmers 
reach crisis point.

“We need to provide greater support to 
rural communities and build a strong 
future for rural Australia.

“As the government has consistently 
emphasised, we have guaranteed that 
the rules will not change for anyone 
currently receiving assistance.”

It is expected that the reports will be 
considered as part of the 2009/10 
Federal Budget process.
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Increasingly now, the requirements for 
overseas trade are much stricter under 
World Trade Organisation rules. You have 
to be able to say the pest is ‘known not 
to occur’. That is, “I have actively looked 
for this particular pest and can say to 
an internationally accepted level of 
confidence that I know it does not exist 
in my crop/orchard”. The official term for 
this is active surveillance.

“That’s a much tougher test, and one 
more and more growers, and indeed 
the entire table grape industry will 
need to meet if they want to be able to 
trade their produce overseas or even 
interstate,” Mr Muraca said.

“We know it may mean more work 
for some, but it’s just good crop 
management practice, and can easily 
be incorporated into normal crop 
inspections by our growers and their 

agronomists.” 

Evidence and how 
to check
To meet the ‘known not to 
occur’ test, growers must 
have evidence of a regular 
crop/orchard inspection 
program. More details of 
exactly what this means 
for grape growers can be 
obtained from both Plant 
Health Australia (PHA) and 
the Office of the Chief 
Plant Protection Officer 
(OCPPO). 

Spotted anything 
unusual?
Reporting is easy. Simply 
call the Emergency Plant 
Pest Hotline on 1800 084 
881 if you have seen 

Exotic pests have the potential to cause 
huge production losses and trade 
problems for farm businesses and the 
broader table grape industry. When 
it comes to dealing with exotic pest 
incursions, speed is of the essence 
– speed in detection and speed in 
response. 

Having growers constantly on the lookout 
for something unusual in their vineyards 
provides our best chance of picking up 
exotic pests early and of mounting a 
response in enough time to successfully 
eradicate them. Growers’ eyes and 
experience are the most important tools 
that we have.   

“So many growers just don’t realise 
how important this is,” Australian Table 
Grape Association (ATGA) Chairman Nick 
Muraca said.

“They and their employees are looking at 
their grapes every day. 

“It’s not so different from skin cancers 
really – we all know to watch out for 
them, if we see one early and have it 
treated, there’s every likelihood it won’t 
spread. But if we don’t notice it, or ignore 
one we see, then the consequences can 
be disastrous.”

‘Known not to occur’
There’s been a big change in the pest-
free requirements for overseas trade. 
Previously, to be able to trade produce 
overseas it was sufficient to be able to 
say that a pest was ‘not known to occur’ 
in a given area. That is, to be able to say 
“I haven’t seen it, therefore we’re saying 
it’s not there”. 

See it early – stop it fast
something unusual, or suspect a pest 
that represents a risk to your farm and 
the industry. Your call will be forwarded 
to an experienced person in the state 
department of agriculture who will ask 
some questions about what you have 
seen and may arrange to collect a 
sample.  

Every report will be taken seriously, 
checked out and treated confidentially.  

Once reported, if inquiries confirm 
the presence of an exotic pest then 
authorities will work with the industry 
to swing an action plan into place.  
Actions are guided by the seriousness 
of the pest incursion.  If the pest can be 
stamped out, an eradication response 
may be launched with actions guided 
by the Emergency Plant Pest Response 
Deed (EPPRD) and the agreed technical 
response plant – PLANTPLAN.  If 
eradication is not thought technically 
feasible or economically beneficial, then 
actions may be directed at containment 
and control.  

Why report?
As the ATGA is a signatory to the EPPRD, 
if a response or action plan directs the 
destruction of vines on your property 
or any other vineyard under the EPPRD 
provisions, then there are provisions for 
growers to be reimbursed for the market 
value of the crop or property destroyed. 

This means that no one grower pays the 
cost for saving the industry from that 
pest, and protections are provided to 
encourage active surveillance and early 
reporting. 

It is important to remember that an 
exotic incursion will eventually be 
detected, but if left unreported may 
quickly spread until too established and 
widespread to eradicate. This could 
ultimately result in far greater losses 
to individual growers and the whole 
industry for many years to come. 

The final word
“Frankly, all this is just plain common 
sense and good cropping. Any growers 
who aren’t doing these things are 
gambling with their livelihood and 
placing not only their farm, but their 
neighbour’s, their region and our industry 
at great risk,” Mr Muraca said. 

For more information on the EPPRD visit 
www.planthealthaustralia.com and follow 
the links to Industry Biosecurity Planning. 
For more information on farm biosecurity, 
visit www.farmbiosecurity.com.au

“Reporting is easy. 
Simply call the 

Emergency Plant 
Pest Hotline on 

1800 084 881 if you 
have seen something 
unusual, or suspect a 
pest that represents 
a risk to your farm 
and the industry.”
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of product, pest and destination market 
requirement.

The ICA Scheme does not set the 
requirements for a business to meet 
for issuing certificates. These entry 
conditions are set by each destination 
state, not by the source state.

Under the ICA Scheme rules, a hazard 
analysis needs to be conducted for each 
product pathway being considered for 
inclusion in the scheme. This detailed 
approach provides Australia’s plant 
quarantine authorities with a high level 
of confidence that produce certified 
under the ICA Scheme complies with 
entry requirements.

Each national ICA Protocol describes 
the risk management steps agreed 
to by all state/territory jurisdictions 
as meeting the entry conditions. The 

The word quarantine conjures up all 
sorts of images of nasty bugs and 
diseases from overseas, but just as 
important in protecting our horticultural 
industries is domestic quarantine.

Some pests and diseases are known to 
occur in one part of the country, but not 
another and domestic quarantine and 
market access restrictions help limit the 
spread of that pest and limit the impact 
it has on the national industry.

Much of the fresh produce being 
moved to interstate markets requires 
certification as evidence of compliance 
with entry conditions for pests of 
quarantine concern to the receiving 
state/territory.

Traditionally this has been a Plant Health 
Certificate, issued by a government 
inspector after verification that the 
interstate entry conditions have been 
met.

Following development of the Interstate 
Certification Assurance (ICA) Scheme 
some years ago, a number of interstate 
entry conditions can be met by 
businesses accredited by the source 
state’s Department of Primary Industries 
to issue Plant Health Assurance 
Certificates.

The ICA Scheme
The ICA Scheme is a quality-based 
certification system which identifies 
the hazards or risk elements for the 
movement of each specific combination 

controls described in the ICA Protocols 
give confidence to jurisdictions that the 
interstate entry conditions are being met 
with sufficient rigour and integrity so 
that interstate trade is not disrupted.

Businesses wishing to certify products 
as complying with interstate entry 
conditions under the ICA Scheme 
are provided with an Operational 
Procedure, which describes the steps 
the business needs to follow. Business 
that can meet the requirements 
are then accredited by their state 
Department of Primary Industries to 
issue their own certificates.

The traditional focus of the ICA Scheme 
has been for fruit that is a host of 
Queensland fruit fly. In recent years, 
the ICA Scheme has been expanded 
to include other pests of quarantine 
concern and to other commodities, 
including nursery plants.

Fees are charged by jurisdictions for 
these certification services. Information 
on these fees and the ICA Scheme are 
available from your state Department of 
Primary Industries.

Information on state entry conditions 
should be obtained from the plant 
quarantine authority for the destination 
market that you intend supplying. Each 
state Department of Primary Industries 
has information on their internet 
sites and the contact details are now 
provided on the new dedicated website 
for domestic market access (see box 
story below).

Domestic quarantine, protecting the 
national industry

“This detailed approach 
provides Australia’s 

plant quarantine 
authorities with a high 

level of confidence 
that produce certified 
under the ICA Scheme 
complies with entry 

requirements.”

Dedicated website for domestic market access 

government interaction to progress its 
issues.

Growers are encouraged to first 
raise issues with their plant industry 
representative organisation for 

Australia’s plant quarantine authorities 
have recently created a dedicated 
internet site for horticultural industries 
– www.domesticquarantine.org.au. 

The new resource provides 
information on market access issues 
and contact details for members of 
the Domestic Quarantine and Market 
Access Working Group (DQMAWG), the 
key body that coordinates interstate 
movement regulations for plants 
and plant products in Australia. This 
group is represented by all state and 
territory governments, the Australian 
Government and industry through 
Plant Health Australia (PHA). The 
working group relies on industry and 

assistance in documenting their 
request. The DQMAWG website 
enables members of plant industries 
to engage the group with their issues, 
participate in national domestic 
quarantine and market access 
processes, raise issues affecting them 
with DQMAWG and express views.

Importantly, the website is also a ‘one 
stop shop’ for businesses, providing 
information on moving plants and 
plant products interstate and the 
Interstate Certification Assurance 
(ICA) Scheme. The ICA Database page 
includes answers to frequently asked 
questions about the ICA Scheme and a 
list of the ICA Operational Procedures 
offered in each state/territory.
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The 58th Mildura Horticultural Field 
Days will go ahead as planned.

To be held on Tuesday 26 and 
Wednesday 27 May at the Sunraysia 
Institute of TAFE site, Benetook avenue, 
Mildura, the field days are a ‘must see’ 
event for all irrigated horticulturists.

Organising committee Chairman 
Warren Lloyd said the field days were 
an opportunity for growers to see 
‘world’s best practice’ for irrigated 
horticulture with displays of the latest 
in technology, advances in machinery 
and access to a host of advisory 
services. 

“The further worsening of the drought 
and low water allocations has placed 
extreme pressure on horticulturists, 
but many have managed well,” he 
said. 

“Both the dried grape and table 
grape crops are looking good and 
only received minor sunburn from 
the extreme temperatures in early 
February with the promise of good 
returns for good quality fruit. However 
wine grapes did not fare so well in the 
heat with some sunburn damage.

“Information regarding the best 
in irrigation equipment, water 
conservation, management practices 
and related equipment will again 
be available on the one site to help 
growers meet the challenges of 
production during a drought.”

Agronomic, financial and business 
planning advisory services have 

indicated that they will be attending 
again this year. 

Purchasing temporary water is a risk 
management option for growers and 
last year the event attracted its first 
water broker. The broker expects 
to return this year to help irrigators 
understand the water market and how 
trade in the temporary market can 
benefit their operations.

Once again the winners of the dried 
fruit competition for the season will be 
on display in the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) marquee and the 
awards will be presented on Wednesday 
together with the best site awards.

Mr Lloyd said the committee had made 
a conscious effort to focus the event 
on exhibits that would be of interest to 
viticulturists and had limited exhibits to 
those companies with a direct link to 
horticulture.

“Our committee will continue its policy 
of free admission; however a gold 
coin donation at the gate would be 
appreciated,” Mr Lloyd said. 

The committee is once again pleased 
to have TASCO Inland Petroleum as the 
sponsor of the entry prize into the field 
days. Those patrons who enter through 
the main drive into the car park are 
eligible for a lucky draw at the TASCO 
site. Drawn twice on each day, the 
lucky winners will each receive a $250 
fuel voucher from TASCO.

Growers who have made gadgets this 
year are encouraged to exhibit them in 
the ‘gadget alley.’ These can be entered 
by contacting the coordinator prior to 
the event or by bringing them to the 
site, preferably on Monday 25 May or 
early Tuesday morning of the field days.

Any enquiries about the field days should 
be directed to John Hawtin or Jasinta 
Wescombe at the ADFA, 31 Deakin 
Avenue, Mildura. Tel: (03) 5023 5174. 
Email: JHawtin@adfa.asn.au

Mildura field days on track for May

Mildura Horticultural Field Days
Where: Tuesday 26 and Wednesday 27 May

When: Sunraysia Institute of TAFE site, Benetook Avenue, Mildura
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Around the block

Despite drought conditions, snails have 
still been a costly problem for some 
growers this season.

Penalties of $100 and $200 per 
tonne were charged this season for 
detections of one to five snails per bin 
(snails A) and six to 10 snails per bin 
(snails B)  respectively. 

In cases where there were greater 
than 11 snails per bin (snails C) the 
fruit was not accepted and had to be 
hand sifted to remove the snails before 
being resubmitted for processing. Not 
only is hand sifting time consuming, 
but it can be expensive if you need to 
pay someone to do it. 

A more cost effective option is to take 
preventative action such as baiting.

In Autumn and early Winter snails are 
active and feeding on the ground. This 
is the ideal time for baiting. Growers 
who choose to wait will fight a loosing 
battle as snails move into the vines 
and potentially into the fruit at harvest.

Bait applications should be timed to 
coincide with either an irrigation or 
expected rainfall in order to get the 
snails active and feeding.

Areas where the vineyard floor and 
undervine banks have been left 
undisturbed for many years provide an 
ideal habitat for snail eggs to hatch.

Snails can lay multiple batches of eggs 
between Autumn and Spring. Each 
batch of eggs takes about two weeks 
to hatch, meaning that snail numbers 
can build up quickly if not controlled.

If the snail population continues to 
increase following baiting, growers 

may consider disturbing the egg beds 
by knifing undervine banks and using 
a blade plough in the inter-row space; 
this will maximise mulch retention as 
well as helping minimise snail numbers. 

Spiked weed seeds in fruit
Spiked weed seeds were detected in 
some fruit consignments this season 
which led to the rejection of that fruit 
by processors.

Three cornered jack or spinney emex 
(Emex australis) is usually a winter 
growing weed and can be controlled 
now. 

Seeds of three cornered jack generally 
germinate during Autumn and early 
Winter. Growers should look for 

germinating seeds and kill the young 
seedlings for effective control. 

It is important to take action now, 
especially since some drought 
strategies encourage weed growth 
as a substitute for sown cover crops. 
In other instances where growers 
have chosen not to grow a cover 
crop this season there is little, or no 
competition, for the newly germinating 
3 cornered jack seedlings.

Make it a day out at the field 
days
Growers have had a tough season 
growing reasonably good crops with 
limited water allocations, so why not 
take time out and visit the Mildura 
Horticultural Field Days.

The field days will be held at Mildura 
TAFE, Benetook Avenue Mildura on 26 
and 27 May.

The event is a great opportunity for 
growers to see exhibits focussing on 
irrigated horticulture and to get the 
latest information about machinery, 
equipment and advisory services. 

With water at the forefront of growers’ 
minds, exhibits providing information 
on water trading, innovations in 
irrigation equipment and water 
conservation and suggestions for 
improved water management practices 
are sure to be popular again this year.

Just as important is the chance to 
catch up with fellow growers and 
colleagues from the district to talk 
about some of the new products on 
display and discuss how the season 
has gone.

Reduce contaminant sources now 

Would you like your children or grandchildren to eat this fruit spiked with caltrop 
seeds?

Gentle Annie seeds, not so gentle in your fruit mix.
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