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I didn’t have to wait long for my first 
official business as Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) Chairman, with the 
Annual Growers’ Forum less than an hour 
after my election.

The ADFA, like many horticultural 
organisations in the Murray-Darling Basin, 
has struggled as its members deal with 
drought conditions in a tough financial 
environment. Lower crop size has affected 
membership income, and the ADFA has 
had to use some of its reserves to ensure 
services are maintained to growers.

This last year saw a restructure of ADFA 
to a more modern operation designed 
to enhance member involvement and 
communication.

Branch forums have been formally 
recognised in the revised Constitution. The 
forums now have a clear role in relation 
to grower issues and selection of Board 
producer members. 

Federal Council has been replaced by 
an Annual General Meeting for financial 
members and an Annual Growers’ Forum 
that is open to all growers and industry 
stakeholders 

Sadly the attendance for the new 
conference format was a little 
disappointing; we shall just have to work 
harder next year to ensure our goal of 
greater grower involvement.

Clearly if we are to be truly representative 
of our industry we need to encourage 
more growers and processors to join the 
ADFA.

A major objective is to get more 
stakeholders around the table. Only then, 
through a co-ordinated approach can 
we begin to have a greater influence on 
issues such as improving the quality of 
Australian fruit and achieving higher value 
and returns for all sectors of the industry

More grower and processor members 
will also help ensure a strong, financially 
viable, industry association and we will 
continue to encourage growers to join the 
ADFA.

We currently use a range of 
communication channels to get 
information to growers - The Vine, the 
ADFA website and local newspapers, TV 
and radio. However, in keeping up with 
technology we will be soon introducing 
an e-newsletter and SMS messaging 
to ensure our members receive vital 
information in a timely manner.

Looking back on the 2009 season, it 
wasn’t too bad. The crop of almost 17,500 
tonnes was up 40% from last year despite 
the drought. A few untimely rain events 

meant there was a mix of grades and in 
some cases trellis-dried fruit was still on 
the vines in late May. 

Access to water remains critical. This past 
season NSW irrigators received 95% of 
their allocation while Victorians had 35% 
and South Australia only 18%.

There has been a plethora of new water 
policies put forward and the ADFA has 
been busy preparing responses to ensure 
grower interests are protected. Our 
association with the National Farmers’ 
Federation (NFF) has been extremely 
valuable in this area, providing a voice 
at the table of recognised national lobby 
group.

On another front the ADFA has had great 
success in its anti-dumping action for 
Greek currants. 

Anti-dumping measures are in place 
to stop subsidised and dumped Greek 
processed currants fruit entering Australia 
at low prices. Although the Minister for 
Home Affairs has ordered a reinvestigation 
of the claims of material injury, the ADFA 
is confident that the Customs report 
due on 30 September, 2009 will be in 
our favour and the measures will stay in 
place. 

The ADFA believes there is a need to 
maintain access to a process that stops 
unfair trade. We have made a submission 
to the federal inquiry into the anti-
dumping and countervailing system, 
arguing for its retention, but with some 
improvements.  

Our endeavours to secure a better 
future for dried fruit growers have 
been bolstered by a plan to stimulate 
redevelopment and investment in the 
industry. 

Australia consumes 40,000t of dried 
grapes annually. We need to be able to 
provide a greater proportion of this if we 
are to remain sustainable. We must look 
beyond the drought and look at what is 
needed to facilitate additional plantings.

The ADFA has sought Victorian 
Government funds to assist the industry to 
work through problems that growers may 
face and will continue to respond to policy 
changes to encourage investment in new 
technology and property buildup. 

Mark King 
ADFA Chairman

An outline of priorities 
for 2009 - 2010
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ATGA Chairman’s report

Nick Muraca
ATGA CHAIRMAN

As I sit to write this column the end of 
the financial year is almost upon us. 

It is time for growers to begin planning 
for the season that lies ahead; a task 
that requires careful and judicious 
planning as we all know. 

To help with the decision making 
process I think it is important to reflect 
upon the past season, the successes 
and losses we may have incurred, and 
the reasons behind them.

I think you would all agree that we were 
well and truly due for some positive 
news among the industry. So it is 
great to be able to report that despite 
challenging climatic conditions most 
Australian table grape growers reported 
a good outcome for the past 12 months.

High volumes of excellent quality 
product – the best we have seen for 
many years – were delivered and 
consumers responded by purchasing 
more fruit. Sales were very good and 
this helped to keep product moving 
through the domestic markets during 
the peak of the season. 

Exports were also up. With good 
quality fruit on offer and a reasonable 
exchange rate, confidence returned to 
the export sector.

However, we must be cautious about 
the underlying reasons for this and not 
rush into any new plantings.

A major factor in our export success 
was because there was reduced 
competition from other Southern 
hemisphere producers this season. 
Much of the South African crop was 
damaged by rain and the Chilean 
season was late. Hence our major 
competitors only had small volumes of 
fruit on sale at the times Australian fruit 
was available, and this gave us a much 
needed break in the overseas markets.

The good news is that Australian 
growers and exporters were able to 
capitalise on this opportunity. I believe 
that once overseas importers bought 
Aussie grapes and were able to see and 
taste our superior product, then we had 
a distinct advantage that put us on the 
front foot for most of the season.

However, towards the end of the 
Australian season the combined effect 
of a greater volume of Chilean fruit and 
an appreciating Australian dollar meant 

that demand for Australian grapes fell 
significantly. 

If Chilean fruit had arrived when 
expected and South Africa had 
reasonable crops, I doubt that we would 
have had such a good year on the 
international market. 

Our current export destinations simply 
can’t cope with the huge volume of fruit 
from all three players.

This clearly demonstrates that for 
our industry to continue to grow and 
prosper we have to find new markets. 

It is vital that any expansion in 
production is aligned with growth 
in market access and perhaps most 
importantly, that we maintain a 
reputation for producing quality fruit 
and do not become complacent about 
quality standards on both the domestic 
and export markets. 

ATGA activities
The Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) is currently in the process of 
developing its strategic plan which 
will govern the future direction for the 
industry’s marketing and research 
activities. This is quiet a large task and 
one that is taken seriously by all those 
involved.

The ATGA has just finalised the program 
for the technical conference to be held 
at the Quality Hotel Mildura Grand on 
16-18 September. With a broad range 
of speakers offering practical advice for 
improving production on the farm as 
well as the latest marketing information, 
the conference offers something for 
everyone and I urge you all to attend. 

Until the next edition thanks once again 
and let’s hope we can have a repeat of 
this season.

Nick Muraca 
ATGA Chairman

Plan ahead, but don’t 
forget to analyse 

the past
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absorbed through the skin where it 
may cause headaches, dizziness, 
nausea, vomiting and weakness and 
chemical burns of the skin, eyes and 
airways. Prolonged exposure can lead to 
bronchitis and pneumonia.

Although methyl bromide is reported to 
show no visible signs of its intrusion, 
growers and exporters claim methyl 
bromide fumigation will often impact on 
fruit quality  

Furthermore, methyl bromide is declared 
a class one ozone depletant, and along 
with halons, chloroflurocarbons (CFCs) 
and some solvents, is being phased 
out under an international agreement 
(Montreal Protocol on Substances that 
Deplete the Ozone Layer) known simply 
as the Montreal Protocol. 

The protocol was developed in response 
to the discovery of a hole in the ozone 
layer over Antarctica in the mid 1980s 
and the continual degradation of the 
ozone layer. It set clear targets for 
phasing out the use of methyl bromide 
by January 2005 in all applications 
other than for quarantine fumigation and 

Researchers at the Department of 
Food and Agriculture, Western Australia 
(DAFWA) have successfully trialed a new 
method of fumigation which may be 
used as an alternative to methyl bromide.

The new method involving ethyl formate 
and carbon dioxide provides a ‘safer’ 
option for growers. Ethyl formate is a 
naturally occurring compound that has 
no harmful effect on the environment, 
and more importantly does not have an 
adverse effect on the quality of table 
grapes.

Methyl bromide – friend or foe
Methyl bromide (CH³Br) is used widely 
in quarantine treatments because it is a 
powerful fumigant that is highly toxic to a 
large range of pests found in horticultural 
produce. The colourless, odourless gas is 
able to penetrate through pallets, cartons 
and fresh produce.

However, methyl bromide is not very 
user friendly.

Methyl bromide is highly toxic to humans 
and animals; it is a suspected carcinogen 
and mutagen. It may be inhaled or 

Research provides alternative to 
methyl bromide fumigation

pre-shipment usage, which will continue 
until a solution, or suitable substitute can 
be found. 

By restricting use of ozone depleting 
substances it is hoped that the ozone 
layer will gradually repair itself and 
reduce the associated health problems (a 
higher incidence of skin cancer and eye 
cataracts).

Finding an alternative
Dr Francis De Lima and his team at 
DAFWA have worked on alternative 
fumigants for the past 10 years. Their 
work on fumigation of table grapes using 
ethyl formate and carbon dioxide as a 
quarantine treatment (TG04003) offers 
an alternative to the table grape industry.

“Market access is perhaps the single 
most important issue for the future of 
the Australian table grape industry,” 
Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) Chief Executive Jeff Scott said.

“With drought affecting the major 
production area in the Murray-Darling 
Basin we are yet to see the real effect of 
increased plantings in the last decade.

Cover story

Ethyl formate and carbon dioxide fumigation did not have any adverse effect on the quality of the table grape varieties tested.



The gas was 
passed through 
a heat-exchange 
unit consisting of 
a coil immersed in 
boiling water. The 
unit was purpose 
built from stainless 
steel (diameter 20 
centimetres and 
height of 80cm) 
containing 25 
litres of water. This 
unit raised the 
temperature of the 
input mixture to 
approximately 70-
80°C and ensured 
that the gas 
was thoroughly 
volatilised before it 
entered the fumigation space. 

Vapormate® was introduced into the 
container through a 25 millimetres PVC 
tube running along the top for the entire 
length of the container or chamber. Holes 
(0.6 mm) were drilled every 50 cm along 
the length of the tube and the end was 
capped. This setup ensured excellent 
distribution of the gas in the fumigation 
process and equilibration was achieved 
throughout within 30 minutes from the 
start. 

The fans at the rear of the container or 
fumigation room were switched on for 
the entire fumigation period, including 
the 30 minute degassing period at the 
end of each trial.

Research provides solutions
Successful quarantine treatments (probit 
9) were obtained using doses between 
16 and 52g/m³ based on pest species, 
treatment temperature and exposure time. 

Dr De Lima said the project had focused 
on practical application of the fumigants 
(ethyl formate and carbon dioxide) in table 
grapes. As such, it provided time and dose 
rates for growers who took harvested 
grapes directly from the field and wanted 
to fumigate during the cool down process, 
as well as those who fumigated after 
chilling in the cold room.

“However, when the rain falls – and 
eventually it will – and production levels 
returns to normal the industry will have 
an enormous volume of fruit that we 
must find a market for if sustainable 
prices are to be maintained.

“The ATGA has been working hard to 
gain official access to mainland China, 
but we must also aim to grow our 
existing markets. Francis’ research will 
help the industry achieve this by offering 
an alternative fumigation that does not 
have the detrimental effects on quality 
that methyl bromide does.”

Traditionally methyl bromide fumigation 
either in Australia, or at overseas 
destinations, has been the main method 
for controlling pests that may be found in 
packed cartons of table grapes.

Dr De Lima said field control using 
physical and chemical methods are 
valuable, but not always completely 
effective for quarantine purposes.

“Light brown apple moth, long-tailed 
mealybugs, two spotted spider mites, 
plague thrips and western flower 
thrips are sometimes found in exported 
horticultural crops and if fumigated 
with methyl bromide the produce loses 
quality and reputation,” Dr De Lima 
said. 

“This leads to financial loss, constrains 
further exports and leads to lower 
profitability for growers and exporters. In 
some cases it could also mean a loss of 
market.

“Clearly an alternative fumigant to control 
these external pests without damaging 
produce would have a large impact on the 
industry, both in gaining market access 
and increasing profitability of Australian 
fresh fruit industries.”

The experiments
Ten years ago Dr De Lima began 
developing alternative treatments 
to methyl bromide using laboratory 
and commercial formulations of ethyl 
formate in carbon dioxide. His focus 
was on effective control of light brown 
apple moth,  long-tailed mealybugs, two 
spotted spider mites, plague thrips and 
western flower thrips, pests considered 
undesirable by several countries 
including Canada, China, Taiwan, Japan, 
Thailand, the United States and New 
Zealand.

Tests were carried out at 5, 10, 15, 20 
and 25°C in the laboratory using pure 
technical grade product, and using 
commercial product Vapormate® from 
BOC gases in 20 foot (6 metres; 28m³) 
and 40ft (12 m, 68m³) ISO refrigerated 
shipping containers and in commercial 
licensed fumigation chambers. 

“Importantly, the fumigation did not have 
any adverse effect on the quality of Red 
Globe, Thompson Seedless and Crimson 
Seedless varieties tested,” Dr De Lima 
said.

“Growers were invited to come and 
inspect the treated fruit during export 
trials in Mildura and they found no 
damage even at double or 2.5 times the 
required dosage.”

Dr De Lima said samples of treated fruit 
were sent to the Government Chemistry 
Centre for residue analysis, but no 
residues of ethyl formate were found.

“Ethyl formate is a safe product and 
occurs naturally in Brassica vegetables 
and in food grains. It is also safe for use 
and because it is a natural product it has 
no harmful effect on the environment,” 
he said.

Mr Scott said there were already well 
proven methods of pest control currently 
used by growers which had been 
accepted by overseas markets, however; 
ethyl formate with carbon dioxide had 
some distinct advantages.

The research has proved to be a 
successful alternative to methyl bromide 
for table grape growers and the findings 
have been presented to Biosecurity 
Australia to be used at their discretion. 

TG04003 Fumigation of table grapes 
using ethyl formate and carbon dioxide 
as a quarantine treatment has been 
facilitated by Horticulture Australia (HAL) 
in partnership with the Australian Table 
Grape Association (ATGA). The project has 
been funded by the national table grape 
research and development (R&D) levy 
with the Australian Government providing 
matched funding for all HAL’s R&D 
activities.

Contact: Francis De Lima

Tel: (08) 9368 3587

Email: fdelima@agric.wa.gov.au
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“Importantly, the 
fumigation did not have 
any adverse effect on 

the quality of Red Globe, 
Thompson Seedless 

and Crimson Seedless 
varieties tested.”

Ethyl formate concentrations are measured by gas 
chromatography in Perth from the gas sample bags from 
Mildura.
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Growing table grapes at Carnarvon in 
the Gascoyne region of West Australia is 
not easy, but that is set to change with 
a new project conducted by researchers 
at the University of Western Australia 
(UWA).

Dr Michael Considine, from UWA’s 
School of Plant Biology will lead the five 
year project to investigate the impact 
of climate on the development cycle 
of table grapes, which may also have 
application to other temperate crops 
being grown in this environment in WA.

Other key researchers include Professor 
Jim Whelan, from the ARC Centre 
of Excellence, Plant Energy Biology, 
based at UWA, and the Department of 
Agriculture and Food, Western Australia 
(DAFWA) Table Grape Project Manager 
Colin Gordon. The project will also 
support two PhD students and most 
importantly, has the support of growers 
from the Gascoyne Table Grape Growers 
Association.

Dr Considine said Red Globe table 
grapes were first introduced to the 
Gascoyne, 900 kilometres north of 
Perth, 20 years ago. The initiative 
was driven by the opportunity to 
produce fruit for early markets and 
the availability of natural resources, 
particularly water and land. Today the 
Gascoyne is a major table grape region, 
producing 1,700 tonnes of fruit from 
about 190 hectares of vineyards.

However, table grapes are a temperate 
crop and when grown in more tropical 
conditions fruit production is variable.

The problem is not unique to the 
Gascoyne. Dr Considine said despite 
intensive management, growers around 
the world struggled to get the same 
yields as their colleagues in temperate 
areas.

“Grape vines, like many perennial 
plants, produce their fruiting buds 18 
months before bearing fruit,” he said 

“The buds which produce the flowers 
and fruit next year are produced 
during this year’s flowering growth 
and their development is suspended in 
the dormancy period. This dormancy 
is essential for energy storage in 
the woody tissue, which drives the 
following season’s growth. 

“And seasonality is a basic requirement 
for dormancy. Environmental signals, 
such as change in daylength or 
accumulation of chilling hours, trigger 

the plant to go into, and come out of, 
dormancy and for shoots and flowers to 
continue developing.”

In Carnarvon these environmental 
triggers are not sufficient, or aren’t co-
ordinated, so there is no real (natural) 
dormancy period, and flowering 
disorders such as abortion are frequent. 

The DAFWA estimate seasonal variation 
and particularly inflorescence and 
fruiting disorders limit the average yield 
in Carnarvon to 8.9 tonnes per hectare, 
compared with 14.7t/ha in temperate 
regions.  

Dr Considine said to compensate, 
growers typically induced dormancy 
with stress such as water withdrawal or 
nitrogen spray and released dormancy 
with pruning and chemical application 
(Dormex®). These just add to the cost 
of production, he said.

Inflorescence abortion, commonly 
known as bunch abortion, is 
widespread, although symptoms vary. 

In some cases part of the bunch is 
affected, while in other cases the entire 
bunch may abort.

“This is a real problem for growers. 
The inconsistency means they have no 
risk management tools for controlling 
flower retention and there is a lack 
of confidence which is hindering the 
expansion of the industry in the region,” 
Dr Considine said.

Dr Considine said agronomists had 
spent many years researching and 
developing techniques to improve 
temperate crop production in the 
tropics. Time of pruning and Dormex® 
application has been identified as a 
critical agronomic factor to improve 
fruitfulness, but it is not effective every 
season.

“There has been a lot of research on 
bud burst, but bud burst is only part of 
the problem and you need to look at the 
whole reproductive cycle. That means 
looking at bud burst and following the 
development of next year’s flowering 
period through dormancy and then 
the flowering flush. We need to do this 
over two seasons to understand the 
signals required by the plant to achieve 
optimum flowering and fruit retention.

“Once we can identify the regulators 
of those signals we can look to provide 
solutions which may include manipulating 
the microclimate through evaporative 
cooling or applying hormones.”

New project to target environmental 
triggers in the tropics

Normal bunch development, three weeks after budburst.

“Table grapes are a 
temperate crop and 
when grown in more 

tropical conditions fruit 
production is variable.”
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expansion of table grapes and other 
temperate crop industries,” he said.

“Our research will identify regulators 
of those signals and lead towards 
better management practices to ensure 
industry viability and growth. This may 
also be important if climate warming 
trends continue.”

The project was funded competitively, 

Dr Considine said there were vast 
opportunities in exploring and 
maximising crop production in more 
tropical latitudes because of the 
premium price afforded for early-to-
market fresh food. 

“What we’re aiming to do is carry out 
basic research that will help growers 
achieve consistent production and 

through the Australian Research Council 
(ARC; $583,000) with matching funds of 
$250,000 contributed from the DAFWA 
and the Gascoyne Table Grape Growers 
Association.

Contact: Dr Michael Considine

School of Plant Biology, UWA

Tel: (08) 6488 1783

Email: mickcons@plants.uwa.edu.au

The symptoms of inflorescence abortion (commonly known as bunch abortion) vary. In (A) two entire bunches on a shoot have 
aborted five weeks after budburst, while in (B) the basal inflorescences of the bunch have aborted.

A B
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Held in Agen, home of the famous 
‘Pruneaux d’Agen’ in the southwest 
of France, the 11th International 
Prune Association (IPA) Congress was 
a feast of information for the 110 
delegates from across the world.

France has a strong relationship with 
prunes. Not only is France the oldest 
of the current prune producers, but 
it is the fourth largest behind the 
United States, Chile and Argentina. 
It is also the home of d’ente which 
has developed into what is known as 
the d’Agen, the standard variety of 
the industry. Furthermore, prunes are 
an important part of French culinary 
tradition and you will find them in 
roasts, pates and terrines, alcohol and 
chocolate or stuffed with almond or 
marzipan paste for a sweet treat. 

Dealing with surplus
Delegates from France, Italy, the US, 
Australia, Chile and South America 
agreed the prune industry’s biggest 
challenge is a surplus of production 
in an environment of falling prices 
and reduced consumption. 

Despite production problems across all 
regions, global production for 2009 is 
estimated at 280,000 tonnes, 80,000t 
more than the expected consumption 
of 200,000t. Without intervention, 
the surplus is set to continue as new 
plantings come into production, taking 
total yields to 370,000t by 2014.

Developing existing and new markets 

is a high priority for the industry and 
to lead the way into new markets 
the IPA has embarked on a long term 
generic promotional campaign in 
India, a dietary culture that embraces 
dried fruit, but not prunes. A report 
on the campaign at the conference 
highlighted the progress being made 
and the slow, but sure acceptance of 
prunes for taste and health benefits.

Highlighting the new research into the 
health benefits of prunes as a ‘super 
food’ was an update on ‘Prunes and 
the glycaemic index (GI)’ presented 
by Professor Jennie Brand-Miller from 
the Institute of Obesity, Nutrition and 
Exercise at the University of Sydney. 

As well as the well known benefits of 
dietary fibre, prunes are a low GI food 
with an index below 55. Professor 
Brand-Miller highlighted the proven 
clinical benefits of low GI diets as 
being lower average glucose levels; 
improved diabetes control; reduced 
risk of developing diabetes and heart 
disease; improved insulin sensitivity; 
and improved weight control. 

Climate change
Climate change affects us all, and as an 
industry we can learn from others. Jean 
Pierre Chabin from the Climatology 
Research Centre at the University of 
Burgundy, France spoke of the effect 
of global warming on wine grape 
growing and made some interesting 
comparisons with the prune industry.

Life is not all high tech in the south of France.
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major effect on tree fruit production. 
Evidence also points to a shorter 
fruit development period and smaller 
fruit size with higher temperatures. 

Critical to the prune industry is the 
fact that it is more difficult for tree 
fruit growers to adapt to climate 
change compared with annual 
crops due to long-lived plantings 
and slow breeding times.

Other papers were presented on 
‘Adaptation of prune growing to 
increased climate variability’ and 
‘Prunes and female dietetics’. The 
complete papers are available on the 
IPA website www.ipaprunes.org

Field trips
As with any conference it is always 
good to get out into the field and 
see what others are doing.

French orchards are typically 40-
50 hectares with prunes commonly 
grown with hazelnuts and walnuts. 
Prunes are an important part of 
French culture and cuisine and as a 
result quality of fruit is paramount. 

The industry is quite innovative and 
in one orchard an overrow harvester 
and shaker similar to that used for 
vines was being trialled. Trees were 
kept small and then pruned to allow 
the harvester to pass over the tree. 

The same orchard used a drying 
system where prunes were fed through 
the drying tunnel on a continuous 
conveyor belt. The system was fed 
by large specially designed tray/
tippers. Whilst this eliminated the 
need for expensive drying trays 
and field bins which need to be 
manually loaded and unloaded, the 
cost of the units was of concern to 
growers in areas other than France. 

Elsewhere in the world, the 
dehydration process is predominantly 
with the tunnel/tray system.

It was also interesting to learn that 
shakers may make up to four passes 
during the harvest period. This 
reportedly helped maintain consistency 
of fruit, thin fruit in a heavy fruit set 
and avoid loss from fruit drop. 

The next IPA Congress will be held in 
South Africa in October/November 2010.

Wine grape and plum production 
exist in the same mid-latitudes of 
30-50°North and 30-40°South, 
with a concentration of vines in the 
hotter Mediterranean climate and 
plums in the cooler areas. Of note 
is the fact that the main growing 
area for prune plums in Australia is 
in Griffith, a major wine grape area 
with a Mediterranean climate.

Based on a prediction of 5°C global 
warming by the end of the 21st 
century, prune and wine grape 
producers in Mediterranean areas are 
likely to experience shorter ripening 
periods, new disease risks as insects 
move North/South, increased risk of 
flooding from torrential rainfall and 
persistent risks of spring frost. 

Mr Chabin said research indicated that 
prune production will be more sensitive 
to these risks than grape production 
from an ecological, phenological 
and systemic view. He predicts that 
production will need to move to higher 
latitudes of 60°North and 50°South 
and altitudes of 800 to 1000 metres 
and new varieties developed in 
response to the changing climate. 

Ted Dejong from the University of 
California, Davis’ Department of 
Plant Sciences spoke of the recent 
experience in California where 
increasing temperatures have reduced 
yields and quality of tree fruit.

It is well documented that high heat 
and/or water stress during Summer 
and early Spring can cause fruit 
defects, and that reduced Winter 
chilling can impact on pollination and 
fruit set. Indeed, our own experience 
with the 2009 crop showed the 
negative effects of high temperatures 
and dry winds during bloom. 

Mr Dejong pointed out that if climate 
change brings more variable weather, 
especially more late Spring and 
early Summer rains, it will have a 

Overrow harvesters similar to those used by the grape industry 
are being trialed in France. 

Dates to 
remember

APIA national conference
22 October, 2009; Gemini Hotel, 
Griffith
Invitations and programs will be sent 
to all members at the beginning of 
September. 

All members are encouraged to set 
this date aside in their diary. Keynote 
speakers, industry research and 
marketing reports and the annual 
general meeting will form part of this 
important event. 

Grower Workshops 

Grower workshops will be held at 
Young and Griffith in early September 
to discuss irrigation practices and 
research information coming from 
California. 

2 September, 2009; Steve May’s 
property at Wirrimah

3 September, 2009; Griffith Research 
Station 

Thank you
Industry Development Manager 
Anne Mooney would like to thank 
the growers who participated in the 
planting survey. 

Your help has allowed valuable 
information to be collated to help 
guide the future marketing strategies 
for the industry, she said. Results 
will be presented at the annual 
conference. 

Young prune trees prunes grown for overrow mechanical 
harvesting.
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The decision to plant a new apricot 
orchard cannot be rushed.

Careful planning is needed to select 
the right location and varieties that will 
perform well there. Just as important is 
market research to identify consumer 
trends. Remember, it will be several 
years before you have commercial 
volumes of fruit and to be successful 
you must have a variety that the market 
wants to buy.

Variety selection
Choosing the right varieties plays a 
significant part in making early returns 
on your investment.

Australian growers are fortunate to 
have the South Australian Research 
and Development Institute (SARDI) 
Apricot Breeding Program, one of the 
world’s largest and most active, at their 
doorstep.

SARDI has selected superior performing 
clones of the three main apricot varieties 
for drying – Story, Moorpark and Hunter 
– which are maintained by the South 
Australian Stone Fruit Improvement 
Society (SASFIS) at Monash. 

New and improved drying varieties 
continue to be developed. Rivergem 
was released in 1998 and offered an 
improved drying ratio, firmer fruit and 
greater cropping levels and fruit size. 
This was followed by the release of  
Riverbrite and River Ruby in 2005.

Ordering trees
A good orchard begins with quality trees 
at planting. 

Stunted, weak or sick looking trees that 
do not have a good root system may 
take longer to mature, or may remain 
poor performers all their life. The South 
Australian Dried Tree Fruits Association 
(SADTFA) suggests trees are ordered 
from a SADTFA-approved nursery.

It may take two years for the nursery to 
prepare the order. The approximate time 
line to get the best quality trees is as 
follows:

Year 1  Winter: Rootstock cuttings are  
 collected and planted in the  
 nursery.

 Spring/Summer: Rootstocks  
 are grown and prepared for  
 budding.

 Summer/Autumn: Budwood is  
  collected and budded onto   
 rootstocks.

Year 2  Winter/Spring: Top of rootstock  
 removed to force growth of the  
 scion.

 Spring/Summer: Suckers   
 removed as scion grows.

Year 3   Winter: Trees undercut for   
 delivery to growers.

By placing your order in plenty of lead 
time to your nursery you should receive 
trees that are:

■ True to type and well labelled. 

■ Uniform in size and structure and 
between 1.2 and 2 metres tall.

■ Free from pests and diseases

■ Supported by many well distributed 
feeder roots

Establishing a productive 
and easy to manage orchard
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Fumigation is an important process in riding the soil of any detrimental pathogen to 
ensure that trees get off to a good start.



If the young trees are going to be 
stored for any length of time before 
planting, the roots have to be kept moist 
throughout storage. The best method 
is to ‘heal’ the trees into moist soil and 
water thoroughly to minimise air pockets 
around the roots.

Site selection and preparation
When planning your new development, 
ensure that the proposed patch is 
suitable for apricot production.

Adequate soil depth and drainage 
capacity are the two most important 
considerations that need to be made.

Where necessary, install drains prior 
to planting as poor drainage is hard to 
rectify when the trees are planted.

If a block is to be redeveloped it is 
important that as much of the old root 
system as possible is removed and the 
soil should be deep ripped. Ripping is 
most effective when the soil is dry. A full 
depth irrigation should follow ripping 
before the orchard floor is finally levelled.

Because developing a new orchard 
or patch is a large investment, proper 
preparation is essential to ensure that 
your new trees have the best conditions 
to develop and grow in. A soil test to 
determine if soil amendments are 
required is advised. Soil amendments 
can include adjustment of the level of 
soil nutrients, organic matter and pH.
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with the product ‘NOGALL’ as a root dip 
to provide a lifelong protection of this 
disease.

When planting out, care needs to be 
taken to prevent the drying out of the 
root systems. Minimise the time that 
trees are exposed to the elements before 
planting to protect the fine feeder roots 
and keep them from drying out.

Dead or damaged roots should be 
removed to a clean cut prior to planting 
and all string or plastic wrapping 
removed from the tree.

When planted the root zone should be 
thoroughly watered to eliminate air 
pockets around the roots of the newly 
planted tree.

Protecting trees
Young trees are quite vulnerable and 
need protection from passing animals, 
the elements and the ever present threat 
of pests and diseases. 

Tree guards offer protection from hungry 
rabbits and hares looking for a snack 
and provide a barrier against herbicides.

Where young trees are planted in an 
open situation, they will be susceptible to 
wind damage. Wind breaks will enhance 
the uniformity of tree shape and reduce 
damage to fruit caused by limbs rubbing 
against the developing fruit.

Young apricot trees are vulnerable to 
diseases that can cause early tree death. 
A preventative spray program of copper 
fungicides should start immediately 
after planting. This spraying program will 
reduce the likelihood of diseases such as 
gummosis and bacterial canker occurring.

Now that the new orchard or patch of 
apricots has been planted for the Free 
V, they need to be trained in the correct 
manner to maximise production to grow 
superior high quality large fruit.

The training and ongoing management 
practices will be presented in the 
September/October issue of The Vine.

The root system of young trees is fragile and dries out 
easily. Trees should be healed into moist soil and watered 
thoroughly if they are to be stored for any length of time 
before planting.

Tree roots are inoculated with NOGALL to protect against 
crown gall.

It is advised that 
tests for soil-borne 
pests and plant 
disorder be taken 
and corrective 
measures such 
as fumigation 
are undertaken 
prior to planting. 
This is especially 
important if apricots 
are to be planted 
in a patch where 
apricot trees had 
been removed. The 
cost of fumigation 
is justified by its 
success in providing 
the new trees with 
a competition-free 
environment which 
allows them to 
establish quickly.

Weeds are difficult 
to eradicate in the 
establishing orchard. 
The period between 
tree removal and 
replanting is a good 
opportunity to kill 

and reduce any germinating weeds. 

Once the orchard is established, 
competing weeds should be minimised 
by the used of systemic weedicides or 
using pre-emergence herbicides on a 
clean soil bed once the trees are planted.

Planting
As discussed last issue, the most cost 
effective method of production is a high 
density planting of trees trained to a free 
standing V. To achieve this trees should 
be planted 2.0-2.5 metres apart in rows 
which are 4.5m apart.

Where possible the row orientation 
should be north-south. This will allow 
more uniform light distribution through 
the canopy. 

If frost is an issue 
consider running the 
rows down any slope 
to enable the drainage 
of cold air.

Trees should be 
planted with the 
bud union facing the 
prevailing winds in the 
growing season.

Apricot trees are 
susceptible to the 
debilitating root 
disease, crown gall. 
Before planting 
the new trees, it is 
advisable to inoculate 
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should be well received by our 
customers and consumers.”

These positive results and initiatives 
should see growers expand production 
as Sunbeam requires more fruit for its 
markets. 

Sunbeam Senior Brand Manager Amy 
Huntley was also at the conference 
where she revealed that with more 
fruit available Sunbeam will have 
nearly 50 retail packs containing 
Australian grown products. The 
products will be showcased with new 
packaging linking Sunbeam to rural 
Australia and connecting home bakers 
with quality Australian fruit. 

In addition Ms Huntley reported that 
Sunbeam had, in partnership with 
Rural Skills Australia, developed what 
is to be known as the Sunbeam Future 
Farmers program. The objective of the 
program is to give assistance to young 
people to make a start on the land 
and to provide support to farmers by 
contributing to costs of apprentices. 
More details will be forwarded to 
Sunbeam’s suppliers as the program is 
rolled out.

Ms Huntley showed figures 
for the retail dried fruit 
category which is now 
substantial at $200 million 
sales and Sunbeam’s 
status as the category 
leader. She explained that 
such a leadership position 
will continue through 
Sunbeam’s continued 
investment in a three 
pronged campaign: 
■ The first campaign 
targets Christmas. It is 
the biggest event of the 
year and will feature more 
recipes, more theatre and 
more Australian fruit! 
■ The second campaign 
targets dried fruit as the 
convenient and healthy 
snack. 
■ Finally there is the 
Future Farmers Fund which 
is Sunbeam’s commitment 
to youth and rural Australia. 

The campaigns are 
actioned through large 
investments in national 
advertising, sampling 

activities, innovative new products, 
consumer research and retail 
partnerships.

Prunes 
Promotion activity has also been 
strong for prunes.

Ms Huntley participated in the 
Australian Prune Industry Association‘s 
( APIA) media day at Griffith. The 
day targeted Australia’s leading food 
journalists and took them to Griffith 
to observe the prune harvest. The day 
focused on informing the media about 
prunes and helped them to see prunes 
in a new light; indeed it was plum time 
for a prune revamp! 

Ms Huntley was instrumental in 
ensuring that the media knew that the 
perfect source of Australian prunes 
was of course Angas Park prunes.

Angas Park requires Australian 
prunes and during the winter months 
growers should check the status of 
their supply contracts. If they are due 
for renewal, Colin Farey will organise 
a visit to discuss how a new supply 
arrangement could be structured.

Dried tree fruit
The Riverland and Barossa areas have 
been receiving useful rain and while 
there is a long way to go before anyone 
can be confident about water supply, 
growers could consider planting more 
stone fruit trees for drying. 

The nurseries will only provide trees 
to order so any growers seeking new 
trees should check the availability of 
the new improved drying varieties. 

As stated on many occasions, Angas 
Park requires more dried apricots, 
peaches and pears. 

Sunbeam and Angas Park Contacts:

Chris Ellis General Manager Fruit 
Supply: (03) 5051 4403    
or 0419 896 970

David Swain Supply and Receivals 
Manager: (03) 5051 4402    
or 0407 834 044

Colin Farey South Australia Fruit 
Supply: 0417 875 149

Alan Lister: Field Officer:   
0409 437 801

Peter Thompson, Field Officer:  
0429 960 234

Bob Jaensch, South Australia:  
0427 337 619

Sunbeam announces 2010 prices to 
remain high 

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

Sunbeam Chief Operating Officer 
Richard Findlay announced that in 
2010 Sunbeam’s contracted dried vine 
fruit growers would receive prices at 
least equal to the high prices paid for 
the 2009 harvest. 

The announcement came as part of 
Sunbeam’s presentation to growers at 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) Annual Conference.

Mr Findlay said the early pricing 
announcement would give growers 
confidence to manage their properties 
to grow as much fruit as possible next 
season. 

“We are committed to improving 
returns to growers and as a result we 
also continue to offer attractive supply 
contracts,” Mr Findlay said.

“The 2009 harvest has proved a 
success with Sunbeam receiving about 
40% more fruit than in 2008 despite 
the ongoing impact of the drought. 

“Fruit quality was good and although 
there was a wider spread of grades 
berry size was up, and all the fruit 

Sunbeam’s new packaging showcasing the Australian 
fruit content. 
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injury to the Australian industry producing 
like goods.

“Factors such as a world oversupply 
in the period under review, prolonged 
drought in Australia in currant producing 
areas and possibly increased competition 
in the domestic market may have been 
more directly causative of injury to 
Sunbeam and currant growers than 
dumped imports,” he said.

As a result, the Minister has ordered 
Customs’ Chief Executive Officer to 
reinvestigate the findings relating to 
material injury to Australian producers (ie 
processors) and Australian dried currant 
growers. The report must be submitted to 
the Minister by 30 September, 2009.

ADFA General Manager Phil Chidgzey said 
the outcome was disappointing.

“The ADFA believes there is a strong case 
supporting material injury to the Australian 
industry,” he said.

“We have worked very hard over the 
last three years to achieve fair trading 
conditions for our growers. This is the last 
step in the investigation process and we 
will not be backing off now.”

Mr Chidgzey said there had been an 
improvement in prices paid to Australian 
currant growers since the ADFA began 
this project and particularly since duties 
on Greek currants were implemented late 
last year.

“This furthers our case that it was 
dumped Greek currants that were 
affecting the Australian market and we 
will be co-operating with Customs to 
ensure that these duties remain in place 
for the five year period as stated in the 
original decision.”

The ADFA, Sunbeam and local Member of 
Parliament Peter Crisp will also meet with 
the Productivity Commission in Mildura 
in early July as part of the Commission’s 
inquiry into Australia’s anti-dumping and 
countervailing system.

Australia’s dried fruit industry will have 
to wait a further three months before 
knowing if the current duties being 
applied to dried processed currants 
exported to Australia from Greece are to 
remain in place.

Almost three years ago the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) and 
Sunbeam Foods began analysing the 
factors influencing the slump in domestic 
currant prices. They concluded that Greek 
currants were being dumped on the 
Australian market and in March 2008 
applied to the Minister for Home Affairs to 
investigate the allegations.

A thorough investigation by Australian 
Customs Services (Customs) found these 
claims to be correct and anti-dumping 
measures in the form of a dumping duty 
were imposed on Greek processed dried 
currants imported into Australia. The 
duties are to remain in place for a five 
year period from 17 November, 2008.

However, in March this year, an importer, 
Fruitex Australia, lodged an appeal against 
the Federal Minister’s decision.

Fruitex challenged the finding that it does 
not partly manufacture process dried 
currants in Australia and the finding of 
material injury to the Australian industry.  

In reviewing the appeal, Trade Measures 
Review Officer Mark Zanker said he was 
satisfied that Customs was correct in 
finding that Fruitex was not part of the 
Australian industry producing processed 
dried currants.

“The processes undertaken by Fruitex 
in respect of currants do not add some 
essential or vital quality or character to the 
finished product of like good,” Mr Zanker 
said. 

“The input into the process is (processed 
dried) currants, as is the output.

“At best, Customs described the process 
undertaken by Fruitex as reprocessing of 
currants to meet the quality assurance 
specification of their customers.”

Mr Zanker said this differed from 
Sunbeam “where a raw inedible product 
was converted into an edible product that 
was of food grade standard.”

Fruitex also challenged the finding of 
material injury to the Australian industry.

Mr Zanker said he had some doubt as to 
whether the importation into Australia of 
processed dried currants from Greece at 
dumped prices was the cause of material 

Update: 
Greek currant imports

GRAFTED
VINES – 2009

Black American 
on Kober 5BB

Crimson Seedless 
on Richter 99

Crimson Seedless 
on Kober 5BB

Crimson Seedless on 
Schwarzmann

Red Globe on Dog 
Ridge (metre high)
Menindee Seedless 

on Paulsen
Menindee Seedless 

on Freedom
Menindee Seedless 
on Schwarzmann

Menindee Seedless 
on Kober 5BB

Menindee Seedless 
on Ramsey

Menindee Seedless on H5 
Sultana (metre high)

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

“The Minister has 
ordered Customs to 

reinvestigate the findings 
relating to material injury 
to Australian producers 

(ie processors) and 
dried currant growers.”
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Apricot grower shows more to the 
Barossa than wine

16

“We sold most of our interests because 
we should be retired by now,” Jim said. 
“But we are still going.”

And one gets the idea that he’ll be 
growing fruit for a lot longer still.

Growing fruit in the Barossa
Today the Barossa Valley is recognised 
around the world as a premium wine 
growing region. However, were it not for 
the development of the Riverland, the 
Barossa Valley could be equally known 
for its tree fruit.

“Back in the 1900s there were a lot 
of apricots grown here in the valley,” 
Jim said. “We also had a large and 
profitable apple industry that supplied 
the United Kingdom.

“In those days most properties had a 
mix of fruit trees and wine grapes with 
a few cows and pigs.

“Most of the fruit grown was dryland. 
Our rainfall, although low (470-500 
millimetres annually), was better than 
the Riverland. But as the River Murray 

You can feel it when you talk to him, 
Jim Ellis loves to grow fruit in the 
Barossa Valley, and he is passionate 
about his dried fruit.

A fourth generation fruit grower, Jim 
was born in the valley and has lived 
there all his life.

“My father Ken had an orchard at Light 
Pass, which is a little village close 
to Nuriootpa, and I grew up with five 
brothers and one sister among the 
apricot, peach, pear and prune trees 
and a small vineyard,” Jim said.

“After leaving school I worked for about 
seven years at home on the farm, but 
my father sold the property and moved 
away so I worked for a local cement 
company for the next nine years.”

Eager to return to the land he bought a 
small orchard in 1966 as a ‘hobby’ after 
work. The following year he purchased 
a second small block, bringing the total 
to 5.6ha (14 acres). It was enough to 
give him a taste for fruit growing and 
in 1969 Jim and wife Margaret bought 
15ha (37 acres) at Angaston.

In 1975 the Ellis’ bought an additional 
20ha just out of Nuriootpa and that is 
where they live today.

The main property at Angaston was sold 
to Yalumba about two years ago and 
the Ellis family only work 12ha of the 
Nuriootpa orchard, with the remaining 
8ha leased out.

irrigation schemes were developed 
the prospect of reliable water saw 
production shift to the north of the state.

“At the same time the Barossa’s wine 
industry was beginning to make a name 
for itself and as the wines became more 
prominent and profitable, the few fruit 
trees on the property were replaced 
with grape vines.”

Mixed orchard
The Ellis family has grown grapes 
over the years, but in the last 30 years 
has concentrated on tree fruit, and in 
particular, dried fruit.

“In latter years it became too difficult 
to grow both tree fruit and wine grapes 
as the later fruit varieties needed to be 
picked at the same time the wineries 
were demanding the grapes were 
picked,” Jim said.

“The choice was relatively easy – I 
enjoy growing dried fruit,” he said. 

“I enjoy the challenge of growing fruit 
as opposed to grapes.” 

The orchard at Nuriootpa has a mix 
of varieties for the fresh and dried 
markets.

“We still grow quite a number of 
apricots as well as pears, peaches and 
a few prunes for drying,” he said. 

“We used to dry up to 40-50 tonnes of 
apricots in a season, but have scaled 
back to about 11t,” he said.

“We used to dry up 
to 40-50 tonnes of 

apricots in a season, 
but have scaled back 

to about 11t.”
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but fruit production had shrunk 
considerably and now there was only 
one.

There were also a lot of dried vine fruits 
grown in the valley, but they had all 
disappeared in favour of wine grapes.

The reasons for the diminishing tree 
fruit industry are many and varied. 

In 1960s the apricot industry in the 
Barossa was virtually wiped out when 
the fungal disease Eutypa dieback (also 
known as Cytosporinia or gummosis) 
took hold. Entering the plant through 
pruning wounds, and spreading with 
rainfall, the fungus caused limbs to 
suddenly wilt and die in late spring 
or summer. Other symptoms included 
discoloured tree trunks which would 
and ooze an amber coloured gum.

“A lot of trees were lost to Eutypa and 
the industry has moved away from 
pruning apricots to reduce the source of 
infection,” Jim said.

“Blossom blight has also been a 
problem. The fungal spores are carried 
by moisture or rain, and as the name 
suggests affects flowering, 
wiping out production 
for that year.

“While we 
don’t have 
a huge 
rainfall 
in 
the 

Peaches, nectarines, plums and quite a 
few apples and pears are grown for the 
fresh fruit market.

The Ellis family may be planning on 
retirement, but that hasn’t stopped 
them from planting new varieties to 
ensure they get be best performance 
from their orchard in the future.

“We largely grow Moorepark and 
Trevat apricots, but are endeavouring 
to access new clonal material from 
the South Australia Research and 
Development Institute (SARDI) breeding 
program,” Jim said.

“We have a number of Riverbrite trees 
which are just starting to come on 
stream with cropping and look very 
promising.

“We also have quite a few Rivergem 
trees, but their size is a bit 
disappointing. We have also found they 
are more susceptible to rain damage 
than the traditional varieties, but when 
grown well they produce a very solid 
and attractive fruit that makes a very 
good dried product.”

The Ellis’ grow a handful of River Ruby 
trees, but they are yet to bear fruit. 

Fruit is sun dried on the property and 
occasionally an external dehydrator is 
used to finish fruit off.

Most of the dried fruit is sold to Angas 
Park. Jim said that now the regulations 
had been relaxed they were able to 
sell dried fruit directly to the public and 
they had a stall at the Barossa Farmers’ 
Market each week.

“Margaret enjoys mixing with the 
people at the market and making a bit 
of money at the same time,” Jim said.

Farmers’ markets have enjoyed much 
success around the country as the 
public search for ‘fresh’ fruit and 
vegetables and to identify and bond 
with their producers. 

“We have a real advantage over the 
supermarkets where fruit is often 
picked greener because it needs to be 
stored. Our fruit can be picked the day 
before, so it is ready to eat.

“Of course we can afford to do this 
because we only sell a small volume 
of fresh fruit, and if there is an excess 
of fruit at the one time we can always 
dry it.

“I think the people that attend farmers’ 
markets appreciate the fact that the 
fruit is a lot fresher and often tastes 
sweeter and juicier.”

Changes in the Barossa
Jim said that at one time there were 
four packing sheds in Angaston, 

Barossa, our winters are fairly cold and 
damp and this makes disease control a 
little harder than it is in the Riverland.”

Increased production costs have also 
been a factor. “We haven’t been able 
to respond to spiralling production 
costs with mechanisation in the same 
way that the wine and dried grape 
industries have,” Jim said. “Mechanical 
cutting has been introduced and this 
has helped to improve efficiency, but 
harvest is still labour intensive.  SARDI 
is working to develop a mechanical 
harvester and new varieties that can be 
mechanical harvesting.”

Despite the challenges of growing dried 
fruit in the Barossa, the future remains 
bright.

“We pride ourselves on growing a 
quality apricot and the demand for fruit 
from the Barossa is strong,” Jim said. 

“There simply isn’t the number of 
growers down here that there used 
to be, and with an oversupply of wine 
grapes we could see more fruit trees 
return to the Barossa.” 
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The latest and greatest table grape 
production techniques, marketing and 
technologies will be on display at the 
7th Australian Table Grape Technical 
Conference at the Quality Hotel Mildura 
Grand in Mildura between 16-18 
September, 2009.

Australian Table Grape Association’s 
(ATGA) Chief Executive Jeff Scott said the 
planning committee had worked hard to 
secure an exciting mix of speakers from 
across the entire supply chain, offering 
practical advice and market intelligence 
insights to growers and the industry. 

“Our theme, ‘Rising to the challenge’, 

Table grape conference to tackle 
industry challenges head on

and what consumers are looking for in 
our major supermarkets. 

Colin Gordon from the Western Australian 
Department of Food and Agriculture 
(DAFWA) will take this a step further and 
identify the specific traits WA consumers 
look for in table grapes and how the 
state’s minimum maturity standards for 
each variety are devised and enforced. 
WA grower Roger Fahl brings a practical 
element to the session, telling how he 
has modified his production practices to 
meet consumer requirements and the 
positive impact the standards have had 
on the WA industry.

Helping growers meet changing 
consumer demands is a session on the 

ATGA Annual Conference

Where: Quality Hotel Mildura Grand,  
Mildura 

Date: 16-18 September, 2009

Alastair Scott 
Hannay Douglas Pty Ltd   
Managing Director

Alastair Scott has a Bachelor of 
Commerce with a major in Agricultural 
Economics and a Master of 
Commerce with a major in Marketing/
Market Research. He is the owner 
and Managing Director of Hannay 
Douglas P/L, with more than 20 years 
experience in horticultural exports. 
His company currently exports to 
Bangladesh, Hong Kong/China, 
Indonesia, Middle East, Malaysia, 
New Zealand, Singapore, Taiwan and 
Thailand.

In addition to ‘in house’ company 
work commitments, Mr Scott 
is an active and vocal Industry 
participant. He has been an Australian 
Horticultural Exporters Association 
(AHEA) Executive Member and 
currently provides much input into 
horticultural market access and 
market maintenance issues, liaising 
directly with the Australian Quarantine 
Inspection Service (AQIS) and 
Biosecurity Australia.

aims to inspire table grape growers, 
marketers and other industry members 
to embrace the difficult and uncertain 
challenges that the industry faces, and 
to meet them head on,” he said.

“With input from various aspects of 
the industry we have endeavoured to 
package the very best overseas and 
local information into a practical format 
with real take home messages.”

Brisbane exporter Alastair Scott from 
Hannay and Douglas kicks off the main 
speakers talking about experiences in 
exporting table grapes into Asia and 
trends and movements in the global 
fresh produce marketplace. This first 
session on Wednesday afternoon is 
about meeting customer requirements 
and Martin Kneebone from Freshlogic 
will follow on from Alastair Scott, with 
a presentation on the domestic market 

Dr David Cain
International Fruit Genetics  
General Manager

After earning his undergraduate degree 
in plant and soil science from the 
University of Maine in 1972, David 
Cain performed ground-breaking 
work in breeding techniques for stone 
fruit, strawberries and blueberries at 
Michigan State University while earning 
his doctorate.

As a research scientist for the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), Dr Cain took the lead in 
creating new varieties of table grapes 
and seedless raisins. Then, in 1980, he 
joined the faculty of Clemson University, 
where he developed several widely 

planted peach varieties and initiated 
collaborative research that led to the 
development of Guardian Rootstock.

Dr Cain managed 
the table grape and 
stone fruit breeding 
programs for Superior 
Farming before being 
named Vice President 
of Research and 
Development for Sun 
World International in 
1990. 

Today, Dr Cain is 
in charge of all 
fruit breeding for 
International Fruit 
Genetics (IFG). 
Committed to 
producing new table 
grapes and stone 

fruit varieties with good production 
characteristics as well as traits desired 
by consumer, the company has grown 
more than 75,000 grape seedlings 
since 2001. Three varieties – Sweet 
Celebration, Sweet Sunshine and 
Sweet Surrender – were harvested 
commercially for the firs time in 2008 
while several dozen promising varieties 
are in various stages of development.

To protect growers’ investments, IFG 
provides exert planning, support and 
technical advice and has added a 
unique world-wide licensing program 
that prevents over-production.



Australia’s market access applications 
into China and other areas.

Finally Denise O’Reilly, a senior lawyer 
from Freehills will discuss labour issues 
and the current changes to industrial 
relations and how these will influence 
the average grower.

After lunch delegates will depart on 

next generation varieties and rootstocks. 
Renowned plant breeder Dr David Cain 
will provide an update on the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
table grape breeding program and other 
private breeding programs in California. 
Dr Cain is the General Manager of 
International Fruit Genetics in California, 
which prides itself on developing new 
table grape and stone fruit varieties that 
are resilient and have good production 
characteristics as well as the desired 
colour, flavour and texture sought by 
consumers.

Bringing a distinctly Australian flavour 
to the session Peter Clingeleffer and Dr 
Rob Walker from CSIRO Plant Industries 
will speak on the outcomes of both the 
Australian table grape and rootstock 
breeding programs currently underway. 
Conference delegates will then have the 
opportunity to view and taste samples 
of these new varieties over a drink at 
the Conference Welcome reception and 
social mixer in the trade display area.

The second day of the conference 
focuses on production, beginning with 
a session on what’s new in table grape 
production followed by a session looking 
at factors likely to affect production in 
the future. 

With much of the Murray-Darling Basin 
still in drought, growers will be keen 
to hear the latest information on water 
allocations for the current season and 
beyond and a special report from South 
Australian Research and Development 
Institute (SARDI) Dr Peter Hayman on 
the impact of climate change on the 
Australian table grape industry. They may 
pick up a few tips from Tandou’s Shane 
Phillips as he talks about the use of 
polyacrylimide (PAM) gels for improved 
water use efficiency, or from those that 
travelled to Israel recently to look at new 
irrigation technologies.

Addressing the problem of getting 
Crimson Seedless to colour is a 
presentation on abscisic acid (ABA) 
from Sumitomo Chemical Australia’s 
Dr Andrew Rath while Mr Clingeleffer 
tells how his team is getting closer to 
an answer for the ever elusive berry 
collapse problem.

Market access limitations can be an 
enormous headache for growers. 
Cameron Tree from Queensland 
Biosecurity will discuss how to manage 
Queensland fruit fly and Phylloxera 
issues for interstate market access of 
table grapes, while DAFWA researcher Dr 
Francis de Lima will speak on alternative 
fumigant technologies to help progress 
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Martin Kneebone 
Freshlogic Director

Martin Kneebone has a detailed 
knowledge of the industry segments 
covered by Freshlogic. He has 
worked at General Manager-level in 
supermarket retail, and developed 
the first large-scale direct buying 
links between growers and retailers. 
He has developed a reputation for 
his ability to draw out useful and 
workable commercial applications 
from his reviews and analyses.

As Director of the former consulting 
firm RETAILworks, Mr Kneebone 
has been engaged in projects with 
specialist retailers, suppliers and 
producers in the various segments 
and has also conducted many 
consumer studies.

Freshlogic was formed in response 
to an increasing call for better 
quality of analysis and intelligence 
in key food categories. This push 
reflects acknowledgement in 
view of changing competitive 
dimensions, supply chain conditions 
and increasing diversity of market 
segments.

The company fulfill this need 
through a blend of skills from 
holistic perspectives of industries 
through to deep analysis of the 
drivers of volume and value, and 
an understanding of the consumer 
pulse. The focus on information 
services aims to maximise the 
commercial relevance of our end-
products to users. Freshlogic also 
undertakes consulting assignments 
to compliment the product offering 
and product development priorities.

Denise O’Reilly 
Freehills Senior Associate 
Employee Relations

Denise O’Reilly is a Senior Associate in 
the Sydney office of Freehills practising 
in the Employee Relations group.

Her areas of practice include advising 
clients on a wide range of industrial 
relations, enterprise bargaining, 
industrial disputation, employment and 
equal opportunity issues. 

Having practiced in Victoria, New 
South Wales and Queensland, she 
has acted for clients in relation to 
matters in the various state Supreme 
Courts, the Federal Court of Australia, 
the Australian Industrial Relations 
Commission and state and federal 
anti-discrimination commissions and 
tribunals. 

Ms O’Reilly has worked closely 
with some major domestic and 
international clients in industries 
such as the mining, agriculture, 
manufacturing, banking, oil refining, 
and construction industries.

Her practice also involves:

■ Advising on industrial strategy and 
agreement making options;

■ Advising on responses to industrial 
disputation and collective 
bargaining generally;

■ Advising clients in relation to all 
aspects of general employment;

■ Investigating and responding to 
equal opportunity claims; and

■ Delivering equal opportunity training 
programs for employees and 
managers.

a regional field tour of the Sunraysia 
region. The first stop will be CSIRO Plant 
Industry at Merbein where growers 
will tour the laboratories and look over 
the table grape and rootstock breeding 
programs before heading to local 
grower John Argiros’ properties to see 
some modern production practices and 
technologies in action.

■  CONTINUED PAGE 20  ■
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The final session on Friday morning 
it titled Rising to the Challenge. Here 
delegates will hear from Horticulture 
Australia’s Marketing Manager Agnes 
Barnard about the new marketing plan 
for Australian table grapes.

Export remains a key focus for the 
industry and Rob Schwartz from 
Biosecurity Australia will outline progress 
on market access applications to China 
while Editor of Asiafruit magazine John 
Hey will provide an update on further 
opportunities in Asia. 

Mr Kneebone and Alastair Scott will 
conclude the session, providing vision, 
direction and goals for the future. 

Clearly the ATGA national conference is 
an event you cannot afford to miss.

To register your interest for receiving 
further information about this upcoming 
table grape conference in Mildura 
between 16-18 September contact the 
ATGA office on (03) 5021 5718 or atga@
ncable.com.au.

That night delegates can relax and let 
their hair down at the conference dinner. 
Not only is it the chance to enjoy the 
fine cuisine on offer at the Grand, but 
a further opportunity to network and 
catch up with colleagues from across the 
country, with after dinner entertainment 
promised to make conference delegates 
laugh.

Friday morning will begin with Best 
Practice Table Grape Production Panel 
Sessions for the four main varieties – 
Thompson Seedless, Crimson Seedless, 
Menindee Seedless and Red Globe. 
Working in small groups, delegates will 
be able to question the expert panel and 
gain useful practical tips on improving 
production practices from their peers. 

■  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19  ■

Dr Peter Hayman
SARDI, Principal Scientist,

Climate Applications

Dr Peter Hayman is South Australian 
Research and Development 
Institute’s (SARDI) Principal Scientist 
for climate applications. In this role 
he develops and delivers projects on 
the application of climate science to 
decision makers in grains, viticulture 
and natural resource management. 
This includes assessing and 
managing climate risk in agricultural 
systems and communicating the 
climate risk information back 
to growers and members of the 
industry.

Some of his current and recent 
projects have looked at reducing 
the impact of climate variability 
and tools to achieve this. He is also 
keen to bridge the gap between 
seasonal climate forecasts and 
decision makers, linking climate 
risk to the research, development 
and management of NAP goals for 
the South Australian Murray-Darling 
Basin and enabling NRM (National 
Resource Management) decision 
makers to make better use of climate 
science. 

John Hey 
Asiafruit magazine Editor

John Hey is the Editor of Asiafruit 
Magazine and a contributor to 
Eurofruit Magazine and Americafruit 
Magazine. Since joining Asiafruit 
Magazine in 1999, he has travelled 
extensively to markets throughout 
Asia, as well as visiting suppliers in a 
number of the key exporting countries 
to the region. 

In 2003, Mr Hey established an office 
for Asiafruit Magazine in Melbourne, 
where he is based. He also manages 
the conference programmes for the 
annual Asiafruit Congress and the 
other events organised by Asiafruit 
Magazine, such as Fresh Produce 
India. 

Mr Hey has spoken at various fresh 
produce industry conferences and 
seminars on the Asian fresh fruit and 
vegetable business. 

Growers advised 
to check fine 

details of 
insurance 
policies

The Australian Table Grape 
Association (ATGA) has launched 
an investigation into the actual 
level of coverage provided by the 
hail damage policies of many of its 
members.

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott said 
that the wording of many of the 
policies sold referred to a ‘loss of 
yield’, and that the ATGA has been 
unable to find a policy that would 
cover ‘loss of marketable yield’.

“The definition of ‘loss of yield’ is that 
it is a reduction in the on-vine weight 
or yield of grapes. There may well 
be an argument that the fruit that is 
unsaleable because of damage does 
not fall with the definition of ‘yield’,” 
Mr Scott said.  

“It can be further argued that if the 
grower does not pick the grapes, or 
a decision by a purchaser not to buy 
the grapes because of poor quality 
due to hail damage, means the 
grapes may remain on the vine, then 
this would fall within the definition of 
loss of yield.  Meaning if the grapes 
are still on the vine growers have not 
had a loss of yield.

“Unfortunately there can be quite 
a difference between the visible 
loss of yield at the time an assessor 
visits the property and the resultant 
hail damage when it comes time to 
harvest that crop,” Mr Scott said.

“Growers may be shocked to find 
that their policy will only cover the 
volume of grapes destroyed by hail, 
but does not take into consideration 
berries that remain on the vine until 
harvest but cannot be sold due to hail 
damage, and are thus not marketable.

“We will continue discussions with 
insurers to find policy that remediates 
growers for losses of marketable 
yield as we attempt to keep poor 
quality fruit that tarnishes the 
reputation of the industry away from 
consumers.” 

To date the ATGA has not come 
across an insurer who will insure for 
loss of marketable yield, only for loss 
of volume yield.



Africa is unable to 
meet its domestic 
demand and their 
packers are importing 
some product types. 

■ China is emerging 
as an exporter of 
dried grapes. Packers 
from established 
producing countries 
have relocated their 
operations to China and this year an 
estimated 30,000t has been exported. 
China has the potential to be a strong 
competitor in Australian markets.

■ Overall estimates have 2009 world 
production at similar levels to 2008 
and the strong sultana and US raisin 
prices should be maintained unless 
Iran disrupts the Turkish pricing 
position. 

Mr Martin advised that the HAL 
Mildura office had recently collated the 
Australian 2009 production statistics 
(Table 1) and that dried grape receivals 
for the year to date have returned to 
2007 levels..

Annual Report
Presenting the 2008/09 Annual Report 
for the Dried Grape Program Mr Martin 
noted that the IAC had endorsed 
programs for research and marketing 
that took into account the lower levy 
revenue generated from the small 
2008 crop and that only a small drop in 
reserve funds for both accounts were 
expected once the full year accounts 
were prepared. 

In addition to the six projects reported 
in the R&D levy program in Table 2, 
the industry benefited from a further 
seven voluntary contribution (VC) 
projects. VC projects are where an 
industry stakeholder provides funds 
in the place of the levy funds, and 
receives matching funds from the 

Chairman of 
the Dried Fruits 
Industry Advisory 
Committee (IAC) 
Tony Martin told 
growers at the 
recent Annual 
Levy Payers’ 
meeting that 
the prospects 
for dried fruit 
remained bright.

The Annual 
Levy Payers meeting was held as part 
of the Annual Growers’ Forum at the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) Annual Conference on 30 June, 
2009. It is the time where Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) reports to levy payers on 
management and progress of marketing 
and research and development projects 
funded through the statutory levies. 
Funding for all R&D projects is matched 
by the Federal Government. 

Addressing the crowd, Mr Martin said 
the world market for sultanas would 
be driven by the pricing decisions of 
Turkey and Iran and this would depend 
on Northern Hemisphere crop estimates 
being realised later this year. 

He went on to summarise some of 
the major factors affecting global 
production and prices. These include:
■ Overseas reports indicate that the 

Turks are expecting a 2009 crop of 
around 280,000 tonnes and that there 
is only a small carryover of the large 
2008 crop into the new marketing 
year.

■ The Iranians are planning around a 
crop of 100,000t following their small 
crop last year. 

■ It is felt that the increased Iranian 
tonnage will offset the smaller Turkish 
crop leaving a similar supply position 
for sultanas as 2008/09. 

■ The United States is expecting a 
smaller raisin crop than last year’s 
bumper which is fortunate as their 
sales have slowed recently and while 
the price has fallen, it is still above 
US$1,700/t. 

■ The South African 2009 crop was 
down by 10,000t to 25,000t. This 
tonnage contains a large increase in 
sulphur-treated Goldens the sales of 
which have stalled at the high price 
being asked. Like Australia, South 

Federal Government to undertake 
work in an approved R&D project.

The Annual Report distributed with 
this issue of The Vine contains 
progress reports on each of the 
projects funded during the 2008/09 
financial year.

Thank you
In concluding the presentation Mr 
Martin acknowledged the contributions 
of the retiring ADFA Chair Peter 
Jones and the CSIRO’s Rob Walker 
and Peter Clingeleffer to the dried 
grape community. The three men 
have helped guide the industry’s R&D 
program through their participation on 
the IAC and project reference groups 
and the industry is extremely thankful 
for that. 

In addition, Mr Jones has supported 
the industry’s research endeavors by 
allowing his property to be used for 
trial work on new varieties and on 
mechanised cropping systems. 

The outstanding scientific careers 
of Mr Walker and Mr Clingeleffer 
at CSIRO’s Merbein Laboratory 
were acknowledged. Both men 
have made a major contribution to 
the Australian industry’s standing 
through introduction of world’s best 
production practices and an in-
depth understanding of postharvest 
requirements to deliver high quality 
products to world markets.

In finishing this article I would like to 
add my sincerest thanks to all three 
men as they have provided great 
leadership and enormous support to 
many, and I for one am very grateful. 

With Mr Walker to soon leave the 
district to work at CSIRO’s Adelaide 
facility, Sunraysia is losing someone 
of great capacity. We are fortunate 
that Mr Clingeleffer will continue to 
undertake CSIRO projects in the region 
over the next few years.
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IAC Chair reports to 
Annual Levy Payers’ Meeting

Horticulture Australia (HAL) update

HAL Industry  
Services Manager,  
Ross Skinner 

Table 1. Australian dried grape receivals 
(tonnes) for 2007-2009.

 2007 2008 2009 

Sultana 13,322 8,400 12,535

Sunmuscat 1,784 1,152  1,152

Raisin 842 589 1,121

Currant 1,793 856 2,030

Other 142 301 152

TOTAL 16,039 11,289 17,374

Table 2. Funding for ADFA projects for 2008/09.
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The movement of anything onto, around 
and off your property increases the 
risk of transferring diseases, pests and 
weeds and allowing them to spread. 

This means that every time you move 
livestock, crops, plant materials, or 
anything that could harbour diseases, 
pests or weeds, you should consider 
the risks involved. Also, don’t forget that 
animals can move themselves so make 
sure you can control those movements 
too.

What to consider:  

New plant material on the 
property
Plants and plant materials can carry 
diseases or spread weed seeds so 
manage any new material on the 
property.
■ Always request a Commodity Vendor 

Declaration (CVD) or equivalent. 
■ Inspect plants or plant materials on 

arrival to make sure they are healthy. 
■ Buy plant material from a trusted 

source. 
■ Be aware of cleaning and hygiene 

practices of transport provider. 
■ Store plant material away from 

existing material or livestock.

Fencing
Broken or missing fences can allow 
your stock to mix with neighbours’ 
stock or wild animals, heightening the 
risks of disease transference.

■ Inspect all yard and perimeter fences 
regularly to ensure their integrity. 

■ Maintain buffer distances, and where 
possible use double fencing between 
neighbouring properties. 

■ Work with your neighbours to solve 
any boundary fencing issues. 

Propagation materials
Unclean planting and propagation 

material may introduce new pests to 
your property.

■ Always buy certified pest-free stock. 
■ Ask your supplier where the 

propagation material was originally 
sourced. 

■ Inspect materials when they arrive 
and store away from other plant 
products. 

■ Regularly inspect crops for signs of 
pests and disease.

Product storage
Unsecured storage of products and 
materials may attract pests or allow 
weed seeds to be distributed.
■ Keep work areas clean. 
■ Remove and safely dispose of old or 

off produce. 
■ Ensure silos and storage bins are in 

good repair. 
■ Fumigate when required. 

■ Regularly inspect for pests and 
insects and respond appropriately to 
any pest incursions. 

If you see anything unusual on your 
property, call the Exotic Plant Pest 
Hotline on 1800 084 881.

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA), Australian Table Grape 
Association (ATGA), Wine Grape Growers 
of Australia (WGGA) and Winemakers’ 
Federation of Australia (WFA) have 
developed a viticulture industry 
biosecurity plan (IBP) for providing the 
best possible protection against exotic 
plant pests. 

The IBP identifies pests that threaten 
the industry, activities to guard against 
those pests as well as surveillance and 
diagnostic procedures and contingency 
plans if the pest is found. The IBP 
is currently being reviewed. More 
information on the IBP will appear in 
The Vine when it is finalised.  

This is the first in a series of articles 
from Farm Biosecurity.

The Farm Biosecurity program is a joint 
initiative of Plant Health Australia (PHA) 
and Animal Health Australia (AHA). Farm 
Biosecurity is a national education and 
engagement campaign which aims 
to help producers reduce the risk of 
diseases, pests and weeds on-farm. 
For more information to about the Farm 
Biosecurity program or resources to 
assist in implementing effective farm 
biosecurity practices, visit   
www.farmbiosecurity.com.au.

Farm Biosecurity - reducing the risks 
of product movement

Plant Health Australia

New biosecurity snapshot a positive benchmark
Australian industries, the organisations 
and processes involved in keeping 
Australia’s agricultural and forestry 
industries free from pests, and 
innovative plant health research 
projects currently being undertaken by 
Australian research organisations and 
universities. 

Plant Health Australia (PHA) Executive 
Director and CEO Greg Fraser said the 
report provided policy and decision 
makers across governments and 
industries with an overview of the 
sophisticated biosecurity system 
responsible for protecting Australia’s 
food supply and product markets. 

“It is a useful reference manual for 
educators and those providing support 
and commercial services to the plant 
industry,” he said. 

“It also demonstrates the robustness 

For the first time Australia has a single 
document that provides a concise 
overview of its plant health system. 
The National Plant Health Status Report 
has just been published by Plant Health 
Australia (PHA), the lead coordinating 
body for plant biosecurity in Australia.

“The National Plant Health Status 
Report promotes confidence in 
Australia’s domestic food security 
and supports our access to overseas 
markets,” Australia’s Chief Plant 
Protection Officer, Lois Ransom said. 

“The report also gives the whole 
biosecurity sector a benchmark against 
which future improvements in the plant 
health system will be measured,” she 
said.

The 180 page report provides a 
wealth of information covering the 
plant pests of greatest concern to 

of Australia’s plant health system and 
should build confidence in the quality of 
Australian plant products.”

Australia’s plant health system plays a 
crucial role in safeguarding agricultural 
industries and sustaining regional 
economies, as well as helping to 
maintain production, productivity and 
access to export markets.

“The cooperation between all the 
stakeholders, both government and 
industry, that helped develop the 
National Plant Health Status Report 
has been admirable and I would like 
to thank everyone involved,” Mr Fraser 
said.

A copy of the National Plant Health Status 
Report is available on the PHA website at 
www.planthealthaustralia.com.au.
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New industry award to 
affect all growers

every table grape grower in Australia 
outlining concerns about the new 
award and advising growers of the new 
requirements. 

The new Horticulture Industry Award (HIA) 
will come into force on 1 January, 2010. 
The impact of the new HIA will differ 
depending on which state the grower 
is in and what award they are currently 
operating under, but the key elements of 
the new award which growers need to be 
aware of and the impact it may have on 
their business are:
■ A casual loading of 25%. This 

represents an increase to the casual 
rate of between 3% and 15% for most 
employers.

■ Those employed in a new category of 
casual piecework arrangements will 
be subject to both the 25% casual 
loading and the piecework loading of 
15% resulting in increases of up to 
40%, bringing the minimum casual 
pieceworker rate to $20.24 per hour.

■ All Sunday work (even if part of the 38 
‘ordinary’ hours) must be paid for at 
the rate of 200% with a minimum of 4 
hours payment.

■ The introduction of a span of hours 
for packing houses of Monday to 
Friday 6.00am to 6.00pm requires that 
overtime rates of 150% and 200% will 
be payable outside of these hours, even 
if part of the 38 ‘ordinary’ hours.

■ A 5 level classification structure sets 
base wage rates between $14.31 per 
hour and $16.78 per hour dependent 
on qualifications, skill level and duties 
undertaken. Casual employees must be 
paid the 25% loading on top of the base 
rate.

■ Leading Hands Allowance (over 4 levels 
of responsibility) provides from $16.96 
to $35.40 per week. In some instances 
this represents an increase of up to 
$20.70 per week per Leading Hand 
employee for employers.

A joint delegation comprising HAC, the 
National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) and 

The Australian 
Table Grape 
Association 
(ATGA) technical 
conference 
has now been 
confirmed for the 
16-18 September 
at the Quality 
Hotel Mildura 
Grand and it 
promises to be an 
event that should 
not be missed.

An excellent array of speakers from both 
Australia and overseas have confirmed 
their availability and will speak on a range 
of topics from production through to the 
consumer.

I encourage all table grape growers 
and affiliated companies to attend and 
find out the latest information on your 
industry. The success of the conference 
will depend upon grower participation so I 
urge everyone to make the effort to attend 
on the 16-18 September. 

Further information on the conference and 
the main speakers can be found on pages 
18-19 of The Vine. 

‘Modern’ Horticulture Industry 
Award
The new ‘modern’ Horticulture Industry 
Award was released on 3 April, 2009 
by the Australian Industrial Relations 
Commission (AIRC). 

The award modernisation process was 
designed to deliver simple, flexible, and 
economically sustainable employment 
arrangements. In doing so, the Minister 
specifically requested that the modern 
award should not increase costs for 
employers nor should it disadvantage 
employees. 

An Across Industry Program with 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) identified the 
issues for horticulture and the requests 
for certain requirements to be in the 
new award were put forward to the 
Commissioner through the Horticulture 
Australia Council (HAC). 

HAC and other industry bodies who went 
before the Commission were extremely 
disappointed with the outcome and 
the changes in the new award which 
will have an impact on all horticulture 
growers. 

The ATGA has already sent a letter to 

Australian Industry Group (AIG), recently 

met with Minister Gillard’s office. They 
outlined the significant loss of traditional 
flexibilities such as hours of work, piece-
rates and the likely impacts. 

The AIRC has indicated that new award 
provisions may be implemented over a 
period of up to five years. Submissions 
on the transitional matters were called 
for and HAC, with information provided 
through the HAL Across Industry Project, 
again made a submission on behalf of 
industry, requesting the longest possible 
transition time because of the detrimental 
impact on growers.

Industry development needs 
assessment
The ATGA will soon be commencing 
a project to assess the industry 
development needs. The project involves 
gaining feedback from growers on 
pertinent issues relevant to the industry. 

This is a project managed by HAL to 
support horticulture to make better 
business decisions. It will investigate all 
activities undertaken by the industry to 
facilitate the understanding and adoption 
of research and development by growers. 

There is a strong link between industry 
strategic planning and assessing industry 
development needs. 

A survey will soon be sent to all table 
grape growers to commence this process 
to gain feedback on the industry direction. 
The survey will look at where we are 
now, where we want to be, how will 
we get there and how will we measure 
our progress. It will involve a series of 
questions which we would like all growers 
to complete and send back to the ATGA.

The ATGA new strategic plan is currently 
a work in progress and in the coming 
months a draft will be circulated for 
industry input and feedback. The 
industry development needs assessment 
bridges the gap between research and 
development and industry adoption, 
enabling industry strategic plan to be 
implemented. 

It is anticipated that the ATGA will meet 
with as many growers as possible 
throughout Australia to gain their input 
into the industry development needs and 
the strategic plan.

ATGA Chief Executive’s report

“The new Horticulture 
Industry Award (HIA) 

will come into force on 
1 January, 2010.”

ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott
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increased by about 52t on same period in 
2008/09. 

Biosecurity briefs
Coordinating the pest categorisation 
process

Pest Categorisation is a formal process in 
the Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed 
(EEPRD) that, when followed, defines 
a category for a specific Emergency 
Plant Pest (EPP). The category of an EPP 
determines the cost sharing split between 
industries and governments in the event 
of an eradication response. 

There are four categories in the EPPRD 
and each has a prescribed cost sharing 
split: 
■ Category 1 (100% government funded)
■ Category 2 (80% government and 20% 

industry funded)
■ Category 3 (50% government and 50% 

industry funded) 
■ Category 4 (20% government and 80% 

industry funded). 

There are over 200 high priority pests 
listed across 21 Industry Biosecurity Plans 
(IBPs) all requiring categorisation. 

Categorisation is currently conducted on 
a needs basis as requested by EPPRD 
parties, however this can often place a 
large burden on Categorisation Groups 
who may meet several times in a short 
period of time if multiple requests are 
received.

At the Plant Industry Forum Meeting 
in May 2009, Plant Health Australia 
(PHA) industry members considered 
a new, more coordinated approach to 
categorisation. 

As a result PHA will soon be sending out 
lists of pests to all industry parties to the 
EPPRD. These lists comprise the high 

The Rudd Government has extended 
the deadline for irrigators to increase 
water use efficiency on their farms 
under the Murray-Darling Basin Irrigation 
Management Grant program.

The extension will assist irrigators who 
received the grant of up to $20,000 
up-front and are now having difficulty 
spending the funds by the original 
deadline of 30 June, 2009.

Minister for Agriculture Tony Burke said 
irrigators had asked for some flexibility 
in the grant program as the Victorian 
bushfires and recent flooding in the 
northern Murray-Darling Basin had made 
it difficult for some irrigators to find 
contractors.

Irrigators now have until 31 December, 
2009 to undertake on-farm work such 
as laser levelling, reconfiguring irrigation 
systems, planting water-efficient crops 
and paying fixed water charges.

“Irrigators came to the government and 
asked for some flexibility in the grant 
program due to the floods and fires,” Mr 
Burke said.

“This on-farm work is important to help 
make our irrigation industries more 
resilient, in the face of severely reduced 
water allocations.

“It is one way to help farmers meet the 
future challenges of climate change, while 
minimising the impact of reduced water 
allocations on productivity.

Grant recipients who are finding it hard 
to source contractors should contact 
Centrelink’s Murray-Darling Basin 
Assistance and Referral Hotline on 
1800 050 015 and discuss making the 
necessary arrangements, as soon as it 
can reasonably be done.

Applications for the grants closed on 31 
March 2009 and Centrelink is no longer 
accepting new applications.

Imports
Total dried grape imports for the three 
months to 31 May, 2009 dropped by 
1,099 tonnes to 6,958t compared to the 
same period in 2008/09.

In summary:
■ Currants  200t  down 63t
■ Sultanas 5,112t  down 1,088t
■ Others (TSRs) 1,645t  up 52t
■ Total 6,958t

Currant imports are down by about 63t 
on the same period last year. Sultana 
imports are also down 1,088t on last year, 
but other dried grapes (TSRs) have again 

priority pest list from their IBPs and pests 
that are listed in other IBPs that also affect 
them. 

The intention is to allow industries to 
see how many categorisation meetings 
they will be involved in, enabling them to 
prioritise, gather information and liaise 
with other plant industry parties to better 
coordinate any categorisation requests.

Industry Biosecurity Plan review 
2008/09

Industry Biosecurity Plans (IBPs) provide 
a framework for the implementation of 
biosecurity activities for plant industries. 
Over the past year, PHA has successfully 
worked with members to develop or 
review the IBPs for the pineapple, grains, 
sugarcane and rice industries.

In addition, new IBPs are currently 
under development for the olive and 
summerfruit industries and existing IBPs 
are under review for the viticulture, citrus, 
strawberry, nuts, banana and cotton 
industries, all of which are expected to be 
released in the coming months.

As part of the upgrade of the PHA website, 
www.planthealthaustralia.com.au, all 
current IBP documents will be available 
for download from the 1 August, 2009, 
and as the new versions become available 
they will be posted on the website and 
members notified through Tendrils. In 
addition, IBP related pest documents 
(e.g. factsheets, contingency plans, etc.) 
for all industries will be housed within 
the PHA Pest Document Library on the 
new website, allowing easy access and 
download.

Farm Biosecurity website 

The range of information and tools 
available on the Farm Biosecurity website 
www.farmsecurity.com.au continues to 
grow as PHA and Animal Health Australia 
(AHA) strive to deliver a ‘one stop shop’ 
for producers interested in improving their 
biosecurity practices.

Most recently, PHA has added 29 exotic 
plant pests to a searchable pest and 
disease library, along with the latest 
edition of the monthly newsletter Farm 
Biosecurity News. 

AHA and PHA jointly manage the national 
Farm Biosecurity program, which provides 
information about farm biosecurity and 
the prevention of animal disease and plant 
pests on farm. The program encourages 
producers to identify risks to their 
livestock and plant products and minimise 
those risks through mitigation practices.

Irrigators given more time to 
implement water saving grant

ADFA Board of Management news

“Irrigators now have 
until 31 December, 2009 

to undertake on-farm 
work such as laser 

levelling, reconfiguring 
irrigation systems, 

planting water-efficient 
crops and paying fixed 

water charges.”



Water 
availability 
continues to 

be the major 
concern of all 

horticultural industries in the Sunraysia 
region.

Information sessions updating the 
public on the current status of the 
water situation and likely outcomes 
for the future have been very popular 
with growers, service providers and the 
finance sector. More than 100 people 
attended the most recent Mildura Water 
Outlook Forum on 20 May, 2009.

Goulburn-Murray Water (GMW) Manager 
for Regulated Systems Mark Bailey 
delivered the grim news on water 
storage levels and their inflows. As most 
people were already aware storage 
levels remain extremely low and the 
new irrigation season will again start 
with a zero allocation. GMW expects 
that growers will be able to access their 
carryover when there are sufficient 
inflows to operate the river system.

Other speakers included Lower Murray 
Water General Manager for Customer 
Service Owen Russell and Western 
Murray Irrigation General Manager 
Cheryl Rix.

Although there was little ‘new’ 
information, those that attended said 
it was useful to hear directly from the 
managers of the authorities as this 
helped to reinforce the real issues with 
water and aided the decision making 
process for the coming season.

The next water forum is scheduled for 
mid-November when the water supply 
position and allocation prospects 
will be clearer. Policy makers from 
the Murray-Darling Basin Authority, 
Victorian Department of Sustainability 
and Environment and New South Wales 
Water and Energy are being approached 
to make presentations. Growers will be 
advised of full details and dates as soon 
as they are confirmed.

What to do about water
Recent rainfall in the catchments has 
improved the soil moisture content and 
‘wet up’ the catchment so that any 
future rainfall should generate runoff. 
However, at 6 July, the Hume and 

Dartmouth Dams held only 11% and 
22% of their capacity.

Victorian irrigators have been advised 
that they will be starting the 2009/10 
season with a zero allocation. The only 
water that will be available early in 
the season is that which was carried 
over from the 2008/09 season, and 
this will only be available when there 
is sufficient water to operate the river 
system. 

New South Wales Murray irrigators are 
in a much better position and have been 
informed that they will receive 60% of 
their carryover water on 1 July, and that 
it may increase if there is significant 
rainfall in the catchments. There is 
a high probability that 100% of NSW 
carryover will be supplied early in the 
new water year. However NSW also has 
less water available for consumptive 
use due to the low levels of Menindee 
storages. 

With water expected to be a limiting 
factor again this season many irrigators 
should investigate purchasing additional 
temporary water to enable them to 
grow a crop.

Water trading is still very new and 
as the market has matured, water 

purchasing patterns have changed. 
There is no longer the rush to buy the 
entire season’s water in one hit, and 
growers are advised to consider buying 
water in smaller quantities as the new 
water trading year opens. The volume 
will obviously depend on the grower, 
but it may be worth buying enough 
water to meet the demand periods 
through the early growth stages of crop 
development.

By adopting this strategy, growers can 
‘hedge their bets’ and average out 
prices that are paid. 

Care must be taken when trading 
water and growers should try to avoid 
allowing their water account to go into 
debit, and then be under pressure to 
bring the account into balance or credit 
when water may be at a higher price.  

Observation of the water market shows 
that after each allocation announcement 
is a critical point which determines 
what the price will do for the next 
period. Allocation announcements are 
generally made on the Monday on or 
after the first and fifteenth of each 
month.

Careful monitoring of the price trends 
and/or constant consultation with a 
trusted water broker is advised if buying 
water is essential. This may avoid any 
forced purchases if there are rapid rises 
in the price of water being traded. 

During this period where the market is 
slow, it could be useful to talk to your 
water broker or seek another opinion 
regarding your strategy to ensure 
that you are well 
prepared before 
the market starts 
to get active.
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Drying for profit activities

Water forum 
continues to be popular

Over 120 people listen to Dr Mark Bailey from Goulburn-Murray Water talk about 
the close of the 2008/09 season and outlook for the 2009/10 season.

“It was useful to 
hear directly from 

the managers of the 
authorities as this 

helped to reinforce the 
real issues with water.”
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The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
held its inaugural national congress on 
22-23 June at Brisbane. 

I was fortunate to attend the congress 
along with Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) Chairman Peter Jones 
and approximately 250 farmers and 
industry stakeholders from all over the 
country. 

The two day event was packed with 
innovation as a host of international 
and national speakers explored the 
congress theme ‘Modern Farmers, 
growing opportunities today, meeting the 
challenges of tomorrow’.

The keynote speaker was food marketing 
specialist Professor David Hughes from 
the United Kingdom. In a very entertaining 
talk Professor Hughes presented his view 
of global food consumption and supply 
trends. 

He highlighted the conflicting issues in 
the world of food shortages and obesity. 
The contrast between third world and 
developed world consumption was 
demonstrated by showing an African 
family’s weekly food intake with that of 
an American family. The African family 
spent $1.23 compared to a staggering 
$341.90 in America – that’s almost 280 
times more.

A comparison was also made between 
the early 1970’s when food and oil prices 
suddenly and rapidly increased and the 
pre-global financial crisis increase in food 
and oil prices. Will grain prices steadily 
decline again as they did since 1975 and 
2005? 

Professor Hughes suggested recent rises 
in commodity prices were more than 
just a ‘blip’ and suggested future market 
volatility resulting in an increased focus 
on food security.

Climate change
Professor Ian Plimer from the School of 
Earth and Environmental Sciences at the 
University of Adelaide opened the session 
on climate change with a controversial 
presentation claiming that climate change 
cannot be attributed to human activity. 

Dr Andrew Ash who leads the 
CSIRO Climate Adaptation National 
Research Flagship and Dr Martin 
Parkinson, Secretary of the Australian 
Government’s Department of Climate 
Change, both followed, talking about 
the challenges and risks involved 
with climate change and arguing that 
mitigation and adaptation are the best 
insurance policies in dealing with the 
potential consequences of climate 
change.

Global food 
The controversy continued into the next 
session on global food when Professor 
Julian Cribb said he believed the world 
food crisis to be a greater challenge 
than both climate change and the global 
financial crisis. 

Professor Cribb said the world faced an 
enormous task – trying to feed 9 billion 
people by 2050. 

He said the currently population of six 
billion would have increased by 50%, but 
more importantly, due to the increased 
per capita income, 9 billion people in 

2050 will be consuming recourses 
equivalent to 13 billion people at today’s 
consumption levels. 

Increasing urban growth will limit the 
amount of land available to farm and the 
global supply of irrigation water will be 
cut by half, he said. 

Tightening global food supplies may 
lead to political instability and Professor 
Cribb suggested that some of the Federal 
Government budget for defence be spent 
on research and development into food 
production. 

Australian Farm Institute Director Mick 
Keogh also spoke of the importance 
of R&D and the need to assist poorer 
countries to develop economically. By 
increasing the wealth of developing 
nations we create opportunities that 
Australian farmers and exporters can 
capitalise on. 

Enzo Allara reinforced the need for R&D 
into food production despite decreasing 
funding from governments.

Much of the word’s projected population 
increase will occur close to Australia in 
Asia.

Even though Australia is geographically 
similar to Asia, we are not yet culturally 
similar and so we need to match what 
is produced here with what may be 
demanded by these markets, Professor 
Hughes said.

He warned of the need to understand the 
culture and customs of the market. 

As an example Professor Hughes showed 
a photo of a cow’s hoof which was selling 
for $70 and square watermelons which 
can sell for $200 in Hong Kong. 

Water
Day two began with the crucial issue of 
water.

Senior Science Advisor to the National 
Water Commission Dr Richard Davis and 
Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) 
Chief Executive Officer Rob Freeman 
spoke of the ongoing water reforms for 
water users in Murray-Darling Basin. 
They said much improved crop water 
use efficiencies had been realised since 
2000/2001, but farmers would need to 
continue to be diligent as they faced a 
future with less water. 

Dr Davis commented on the 
uncertainties in evaluating the amount of 
water required for environmental flows. 

NFF congress tackles opportunities and 
challenges of tomorrow

By Stephen Bennett

Stephen Bennett and Peter Jones attend the NFF Congress in Brisbane.
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It was interesting to hear Mr Freeman 
refer to the current dry period we are 
experiencing as a drought, but in the 
same breath allude to the fact that this 
may not be a single event, and that 
farmers were actually beginning to see 
the effects of climate change. 

PrimeAg Australia Chairman Peter Corish 
gave an irrigator’s perspective of water 
reforms and also spoke of the poor public 
image of irrigators.

He said there was a need for farmers to 
reconnect with the general public and 
only then could the agricultural sector 
generate a better understanding of 
farming and begin to change consumer’s 
image. 

He said modern Australian society 
had lost touch, and therefore its 
understanding of rural Australia.

Future trends
In discussing future trends in agriculture 
Professor Hughes pointed to a complex 
marketplace where opposing trends in 
marketing would exist side by side. Such 
examples included the coexistence of 
global companies and local farmers’ 
markets or the re-emergence of ‘heritage 
varieties’ of food along with fast food 
companies. 

He said there was an increasing 
expectation of environmental 

responsibility and that would continue 
into the future. In the UK Tesco’s 
supermarkets are beginning to label 
orange juice with a carbon footprint to 
evaluate consumer reaction and more 
products are likely to follow. 

Greg Foran, Director of Supermarkets, 
Liquor and Petrol for Woolworths 
spoke about the philosophies behind 
Woolworths’ operations. 

Although only referring to fresh produce 
(meat, fruit and vegetables) the ‘discipline 
of efficiency’ was heavily emphasised 
and the main factors behind Woolworths 
purchasing was consistent quality, 
innovation, sustainability of supply, 
efficiency and price. 

In negotiating pricing Mr Foran said 
Woolworths always expected to have 
‘robust discussion’ and was not afraid of 
‘positive friction’.

Genetically modified (GM) foods are 

another expanding category and former 
Chief Scientist for Australia Dr Jim 
Peacock told of the benefits of genetically 
modified foods in producing more 
nutritional grains.

Wimmera grain grower Andrew 
Weiderman then spoke of his experiences 
with growing GM canola and gave some 
insight into the changes in marketing of 
grain. 

By the end of the congress several 
issues emerged as a common and 
recurring theme among many of the 
speakers. Clearly, the opportunities for 
today and challenges for tomorrow will 
depend on:

■ The challenge of producing more 
food with decreasing land and water 
resources. 

■ The increasing need for research and 
development in an environment where 
funding is being reduced.

■ The ability to engage with government 
and prepare for an emissions trading 
scheme

■ The need for the farming community to 
project a positive image and re-engage 
with the general community. 

Stephen Bennett is a member of the 
ADFA Board of Management.

“Professor Cribb said 
the world faced an 

enormous task – trying 
to feed 9 billion people 

by 2050.”
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The Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
(MDBA) has released a ‘Concept 
Statement’ which explains the key 
elements and approach being taken in 
developing the new Basin Plan. 

The release follows the first meeting of 
the new authority members in Canberra 
on 1 and 2 June. 

MDBA Chair Michael Taylor said as 
part of the process for resolving the 
basin’s water challenges, the authority 
had been given the historic task by the 
Commonwealth Parliament of preparing 
a strategic plan for the integrated and 
sustainable management of water 
resources across the whole basin. 

“This is planning at a scale and 
complexity that have never been 
undertaken anywhere else in the world,” 
he said. 

“The basin is under enormous stress as a 
result of past water-allocation decisions, 
prolonged drought, natural climate 
variability and emerging climate change. 

“The plan will provide a fundamental 
framework for future water-planning 
arrangements. It will be based on the 

best and latest scientific, social, cultural 
and economic knowledge, evidence and 
analysis.” 

Mr Taylor said the Concept Statement 
sets out the purpose of the Basin Plan, 
what it will contain, how it is being 
developed and when the proposed plan 
will be released. 

It describes the key elements of the 
plan, how it will be developed and how 
it will affect the three million people 
who directly depend on it resources. It 
also details the complexity of managing 
the Murray-Darling’s vast surface and 
groundwater resources. 

Some of the main functions of the Basin 
Plan will be to: 
■ Set and enforce environmentally 

sustainable limits on the quantities 
of surface water and groundwater 
that may be taken from basin water 
resources. 

■ Set basin-wide environmental 
objectives, and water quality and 
salinity objectives. 

■ Develop efficient water trading regimes 
across the basin. 

■ Set requirements that must be met by 
state water resource plans. 

■ Improve water security for all uses of 
basin water resources. 

Mr Taylor said a proposed plan will be 
issued for public discussion and formal 
consultation in mid-2010 and the final 
Plan in 2011. 

“But it will not be a one-off document,” 
he said. “It is an ongoing and dynamic 
process, with periods of review and 
revision to come in the future, in the light 
of the practicalities of implementation 
and of changing knowledge and 
information. 

“I and my fellow members of the 
authority and our staff are committed to 
devoting our energy and all our combined 
expertise - in water, the environment, 
natural resource management and 
agriculture - to developing the plan, and 
building a better future for the Murray-
Darling Basin - for its environment, 
industries and communities.” 

A copy of the Concept Statement is 
available for download at   
www.mdba.gov.au

First step taken in developing 
new MDB Plan 

Water outlook

New reforms to return water to the environment 
The Australian and Victorian 
Governments have agreed on landmark 
reforms to return more water to the 
environment in conjunction with 
Victoria’s irrigation modernisation 
program. 

The new agreement will enable the 
Australian Government to acquire 300 
billion litres over the next five years 
from 2008/09, over and above those 
purchases already permitted under 
Victoria’s 4% annual cap from irrigation 
districts.

A significant part of this agreement is 
greater co-ordination of Commonwealth 
purchases with the $2 billion Northern 
Victoria Irrigation Modernisation Project 
(NVIRP).

Under the agreement, and subject to a 
review of progress on the modernisation 
project, Victoria will begin to phase out 
the 4% cap on permanent water trades 
from irrigation districts from July 2011, 
with a view to removing the cap entirely 
by 2014.

The Australian Government has also 
committed $300 million towards a grants 
program to assist farmers in southern 
basin states to improve on-farm 

efficiency to save more water for the 
environment. 

Other key aspects of the agreement 
include:

■ The Commonwealth reaffirmed its 
in-principle commitment to provide up 
to $1 billion to Stage 2 of the Northern 
Victoria Irrigation Renewal Project 
to modernise leaky old irrigation 
infrastructure. 

■ Water trades associated with the 
Commonwealth’s Small Block Irrigator 
Exit Grant Package in Victoria will 
be allowed to proceed immediately, 
regardless of the 4% cap.

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and 
Victorian Premier John Brumby said the 
agreement underlines the importance 
of securing water for our rivers and 
wetlands, while also investing in a 
sustainable, efficient and productive 
future for our irrigation farms and 
communities. 

“The Australian Government has a clear 
mandate to restore the basin’s rivers and 
wetlands to health, and help irrigation 
communities adjust to a future with less 
water,” Mr Rudd said.

“Longer-term, Commonwealth 
environmental purchases across the 
basin will help to smooth the transition 
for irrigation communities to new, lower 
sustainable diversion limits that can be 
expected when the new Basin Plan takes 
effect.”

Mr Brumby said retaining the 4% cap 
until July 2011 while allowing trades 
to proceed under the Commonwealth 
buybacks was a balanced outcome. 

“This is a good deal for Victorian farmers, 
regional communities and the Murray 
River,” Mr Brumby said.

“Keeping the 4% cap will allow 
communities sufficient time to adjust to 
large volumes of water being traded out 
of their region. 

“At the same time, a coordinated 
approach to irrigation modernisation 
will mean more water can be returned 
through the buyback to the Murray River 
and its Victorian tributaries and wetlands. 

“Under this agreement, buybacks will be 
targeted at less productive areas while 
irrigation infrastructure is modernised 
and reconfigured to ensure Victorian 
farmers have a more productive and 
sustainable future.”



A drier season forecast in some areas 

the chance of 
a wetter than 
average three 
months is 
between 40 and 
50%. 

An increased 
risk of El 
Niño in 2009 

Changes in the 
climate patterns 
across the 
Pacific and the 
latest outputs 
from computer models point to an 
emerging El Niño event. 

Dr David Jones, Head of Climate 
Analysis at the Bureau’s National 
Climate Centre, said that if recent 
trends in Pacific climate patterns 
were to be maintained, an El Niño 
event would be established by mid-
winter. 

“This view is supported by several 
computer forecasts of El Niño, which 
have firmed in their predictions of an 
event in 2009,” Dr Jones said.

The odds of an El Niño are now 
thought to be above 50%, which is 
more than double the normal risk of 
an El Niño in any year.

History shows that the main impacts 
from El Niño events usually occur in 
the second half of the year. During 
this period eastern, northern and 
parts of southern Australia face an 
increased risk of below-average 

According to the Bureau of 
Meteorology’s National Seasonal 
Rainfall Outlook dry conditions are 
expected to continue.

The national outlook for total rainfall 
over the September quarter (July 
to September), shows some areas, 
generally in the south, where there 
are moderate shifts in the odds 
favouring a drier than normal season. 
On the whole though, the chances 
of above normal falls are about 
the same as the chances of below 
normal.  The pattern of seasonal 
rainfall odds across Australia is a 
result of recent warm conditions in 
the Indian Ocean and an increasing 
level of warmth in the Pacific. The 
influences from these two oceans 
counteract each other in central 
Queensland and northern NSW: the 
Indian Ocean pattern promotes wetter 
conditions while the Pacific biases 
the climate towards a drier than 
normal season. In the south, the two 
patterns tend to reinforce each other. 

For the July to September period, the 
chance of exceeding median rainfall 
is between 35 and 40% in several 
patches across southwest Western 
Australia, South Australia, southwest 
Victoria and central Australia (see 
map). This means that for every ten 
years with ocean patterns like the 
current, about four years would be 
expected to be wetter than average 
during the September quarter, with 
about six being drier. 

Over most of the country though, 

rainfall and above-average daytime 
temperatures.

El Niño events are frequently 
associated with drought, as in 
the recent 2002 and 2006 El Niño 
events when rainfall deficiencies 
were widespread and severe. It is 
possible, nonetheless, for timely falls 
of rain to limit the worst effects to 
relatively small areas, as happened 
during the intense 1997 El Niño 
event. In summary, while there is 
an underlying tendency for El Niño 
events to be drier than normal, the 
detailed impacts of each El Niño are 
different. 

However, it’s still possible that the 
recent trends may stall without 
El Niño thresholds being reached. 
Such an outcome, however, may still 
bias the outlook towards drier than 
average conditions, especially if the 
SOI remains negative.
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Forecast chance of exceeding median rainfall; July to September 
2009 (Source: Bureau of Meteorology).

Further water market reforms for Victoria
Further water market reforms for Victoria

The Brumby Government will legislate 
to remove the 10% limit on the volume 
of Victorian water entitlements that can 
be owned without being associated with 
land. 

Water Minister Tim Holding said the 
State Government had reviewed the 
10% Non-Water User Limit, taking into 
account community feedback through 
the Northern Region Sustainable Water 
Strategy’s consultation process. 

“Having evaluated the limit and 
reviewed community feedback, we 
will now begin work immediately to 
legislate to remove the 10% limit. The 
limit is not yet an obstacle to trade, but 

if it is reached in the 2009/10 irrigation 
season, it may cause problems for 
willing buyers and sellers,” Mr Holding 
said.

“This will also enable water to be 
purchased from willing sellers as part 
of the Commonwealth Government’s 
buyback scheme to return water to the 
Murray River.”

Mr Holding said the Non-Water User limit 
was introduced to allay fears among 
some people that non-irrigators, or 
‘water barons’, could buy large volumes 
of water that had been dissociated from 
the land and drive up the trading price. 

“These fears have proven unfounded. 
There is no evidence of water barons 

entering markets in a big way in other 
jurisdictions that do not have this 
provision,” he said. 

“Recent growth in ownership of water 
that is not linked to land is being 
influenced by irrigators themselves, 
looking for more flexibility in where and 
when they can use their water. 

“Where investors have bought water 
shares, they have been trading seasonal 
allocation to users, and so the water 
remains available to the market.”

The 10% limit on the volume of water 
entitlements that can be owned without 
being associated with land will be 
removed by 31 October, 2009.
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a two year term; a recommendation 
ratified at the AGM.

Finance
The AGM adopted the audited financial 
statements for ADFA Inc and Murray 
Industries Development Association 
(MIDA) Ltd for the 12 months period 
ending 28 February, 2009.

WHK will be appointed as the 
independent auditor for 2009/10.

Allowances
The AGM supported a recommendation 
relating to a number of allowances and 
expense reimbursement as outlined 
below:
■ The daily allowance for Board of 

Management members and the daily 
allowance for Board Committee or 
Working Group members.

■ That allowances, expenses and travel 
reimbursement for attending to ADFA 
business be paid according to the 
following:

(a) Attendance allowances to be 
based on quickest normal means 
of transport.

(b) That accommodation and other 
expenses incurred in attending to 
ADFA business shall be reimbursed 
at the actual expense incurred, 
provided that the payment for 
accommodation in Mildura of up to 
$170 per night for bed, dinner and 
breakfast is based on tax receipts.

(c) That where ADFA agrees to 
meet the cost of producer 
representative’s travel to any 
meeting, that ADFA will arrange 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) held its first Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) following the 
constitutional changes to its structure 
earlier this year.

ADFA General Manager Phil Chidgzey 
said that although the AGM was open 
to all financial members, the number 
attending the inaugural meeting was a 
little disappointing. 

“We will devote even more effort next 
year to encouraging individual financial 
members to attend the AGM,” he said.

“The AGM deals with the formal business 
items such as the Board of Management, 
audited financial statements for 
the association as well as various 
recommendations and resolutions from 
the Branch Forum. 

“Just as importantly, under the new 
structure, the AGM allows individual 
members to question the Board and 
raise items of concern.”

A summary of board elections, financial 
statements, decisions on membership 
and levy fees and other issues discussed 
at the 30 June AGM follows.

Board elections
Following the constitutional changes to 
the ADFA structure, the Branch Forum is 
now responsible for selecting producer 
members to be appointed to the Board, 
using a weighted voting system. 

The Branch Forum recommended Brian 
Boulton, Jenny Treeby and Warren Lloyd 
for appointment as producer members 
of the ADFA Board of Management for 

air fare bookings so as to take 
advantage of discount prices.

(d) That an allowance of 70 cents 
per kilometre may be claimed if 
a member’s car is used on ADFA 
business.

■ That in addition to allowances, fares 
and other expenses as approved 
for Board members, the Board of 
Management be permitted to pay the 
Chairman an unchanged maximum 
annual allowance of $31,690.

2010 ADFA membership fees 
Producer: The AGM resolved that the 
producer membership fee for season 
2010 would remain at $8/tonne (plus 
GST), to be paid on all dried grape 
deliveries up to 100t.

Large producer: The AGM resolved 
that the ADFA large producer (more 
than 300t) membership fee for 2010 be 
confirmed as $3/t (plus GST) on all dried 
grape deliveries.

Processor/Marketers: The AGM 
resolved that the ADFA processor/
marketer membership fee for 2010 be 
confirmed as $3/t (plus GST) on all dried 
grape deliveries.

It was also resolved that payments to 
ADFA branches will be discontinued for 
2009/10, although any branch requiring 
funds may submit a request for funding 
assistance to the Board. 

2010 statutory levies 

The AGM endorsed an unchanged 
research levy of $11/t and an unchanged 
marketing levy of $7/t on all dried grape 
deliveries in 2009.

ADFA holds first AGM 
for financial members 

Mark King elected as Chairman 
The Australian 
Dried Fruits 
Association 
(ADFA) Board of 
Management 
has elected 
Mark King, as 
Chairman.

The Board 
election was 

held after the annual general meeting 
at the ADFA Annual Conference on 
30 June, 2009. Allan Long was voted 
Deputy Chairman.

Mr King is a third generation dried fruit 
grower who has a 16 hectare property 

at Pomona which is largely dried vine 
fruit but also has about 1.6ha of wine 
grapes.

Passionate about the community that 
he lives in, Mr King is a Wentworth 
Shire councillor and Chairs the Lower 
Murray Darling Catchment Management 
Authority (CMA).  He is a former member 
of the Murray-Darling Basin Commission 
(MDBC) Community Advisory Committee.

Mr King said the current period would 
be an interesting time for the dried fruits 
industry. “The prospects are certainly 
looking much brighter than they did a 
few years ago, although there are still 
some significant challenges ahead as 

we strive for greater sustainability and 
profitability for our grower members and 
processors/marketers.

“As Deputy Chairman for the past year, 
I welcome the opportunity to step up to 
the role as Chairman,” Mr King said.

“Peter Jones has done a fantastic job of 
looking after the interests of growers for 
the past seven years and he has left big 
shoes to fill.

“I look forward to working with the other 
Board members and ADFA management 
as we continue to represent and work on 
issues of relevance to dried fruit growers 
during the coming year.”

ADFA Annual conference



fruit growers would receive 
prices at least equal to the 
high prices paid for the 
2009 harvest.

Despite the drought, 
2009 fruit volumes were 
up almost 40% on 2008 
receivals, this has enabled 
almost 50 retail packs 
containing Australian 
grown products to be 
developed.

Senior Brand Manager Amy 
Huntley said Sunbeam 
continued to grow the 
dried fruit category through 
a three-pronged approach targeting 
Christmas, healthy and convenient 
snack food and a future farmers’ fund to 
support young farmers.

More details on the Sunbeam 
announcements can be found on page 14.

A future with less water
Water continues to be a major factor 
limiting the growth and expansion of 
the dried fruits industry, and indeed all 
horticultural industries in the Murray-
Darling Basin (MDB).

To help explain some off the changes 
affecting irrigators in the MDB Murray-
Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) Director, 
Community and Environment Lynda 
Pollock was invited to give the keynote 
address.

Ms Pollock said the development of the 
Basin Plan by March 2011 was a task 
that was central to the establishment of 
the MDBA.

Australia is currently entering a new era 
in water management and environmental 
protection, she said. For the first time, 
the Murray-Darling Basin will be 
managed as a whole, according to a 
legally enforceable Basin Plan.

The Basin Plan will seek to protect 
and restore key environmental assets 
– rivers, streams, wetlands, forests, 
floodplains and billabongs – and 
key ecosystem functions which are 
essential to the life of the rivers and 
their surrounding landscapes, as well 
as to human activities and cultural 
values.  It will also take into account the 
impact of this protection and restoration 
on individual communities, industries, 
regions and the wider economy.

She said the central legal requirement 
of the plan is to set environmentally 

About 80 growers and industry 
stakeholders turned up to the Edge Hotel 
at Buronga for the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) Annual Growers’ 
Forum.

Similar to the forums held in the past, 
the Annual Growers’ Forum is now part 
of the ADFA Annual Conference, which 
also includes an annual general meeting 
as part of the morning’s proceedings. 
It is open to all growers and industry 
stakeholders.

Mark King made his first official 
appearance as the newly elected 
ADFA Chairman. He said the ADFA had 
implemented a number of changes to 
its structure and method of operation 
during the past 12 months in an attempt 
to improve efficiency and provide for 
greater participation and involvement of 
members. 

He said there was a real need to increase 
ADFA membership of both growers and 
processors for a truly united force that 
would work towards securing the future 
sustainability of the industry. 

The structural changes of the ADFA 
are part of an overall plan to make the 
association more attractive to potential 
members. He said e-news and SMS 
messaging would be introduced later 
this year as the ADFA aimed for better 
communication. 

R&D (Research & Development)
The last few years have been difficult for 
the industry, and the impacts of drought 
are far reaching.

Reduced levy income from smaller crops 
and the gradual winding up of CSIRO 
Plant Industry at Merbein has impacted 
on the research and development of the 
industry.

Dried Grape Industry Advisory Committee 
Chairman Tony Martin presented a 
summary of the projects currently 
managed by Horticulture Australia (HAL). 
Full details of this report can be found in 
the HAL update on page 21.

Brighter future
The current market situation and outlook 
for dried grapes is definitely a lot more 
positive than it has been in the past few 
years.

Sunbeam Foods Chief Operating Officer, 
Richard Findlay and General Manager 
- Fruit Supply, Chris Ellis gave the good 
news that in 2010 contracted dried vine 

sustainable limits on the amount 
of water that can be taken from 
the basin’s water resources – the 
sustainable diversion limit (SDL). To 
do this, the plan will describe the 
basin’s surface-water and groundwater 
resources and explain how they are 
currently used by industry, environment 
and all communities across the basin. 
It will also take into consideration two 
other key parts of the Basin Plan:  the 
environmental watering plan and the 
water quality and salinity management 
plan.

Ms Pollock said the environmental 
watering plan aimed to restore and 
sustain the wetlands and other 
environmental assets of the basin and 
protect biodiversity dependent on the 
basin water resources while the water 
quality and salinity management plan 
aims to improve water quality and 
reduce salinity impacts across the 
basin.

A basin-wide approach to the trading 
of water rights is another important 
element of the Basin Plan she said. The 
rules will be prepared by MDBA based on 
advice from the Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission (ACCC) and 
on stakeholder consultation.

During all phases of the plan’s 
development, MDBA will engage with 
non-government stakeholders, including 
the people, communities and industries 
of the Basin, mainly through a Basin 
Community Committee and its specialist 
subcommittees

The day concluded with a presentation 
on the scion and rootstock breeding 
programs at CSIRO Plant Industry, 
Merbein. Further information can be 
found at page 34.

3131

Growers’ forum highlights 
brighter future
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Officer, John Hawtin will be taking an 
increasing role in making on-farm visits 
to both members and non-members 
to improve communication and 
membership. 

Communications. The need to continue 
to improve our communications with 
grower members, industry stakeholders 
and service providers is recognised 
as being vital to the future relevance 
of ADFA. In addition to ADFA forums, 
the ADFA web site, Branch Forums 
and direct contact with members, a 
major communication tool continues 
to be the joint table grape/dried fruits 
bimonthly publication The Vine – our 
feedback suggests members value this 
publication. ADFA will also update its 
web site and provide a members only 
section for accessing research reports 
and other documents. Currently, ADFA is 
developing an e-newsletter for members 
that will provide brief updates on 
important issues on a monthly or needs 
basis. In addition, we are developing 
an SMS messaging capability that will 
provide members with reminders about 
upcoming events or other urgent advice. 

ADFA Shop. The shop operated at a 
loss in 2008/09, and significant changes 
have been made with the kitchen 
operation being scaled back, overall 
staff numbers reduced and a new 
arrangement put in place with Go Vita, 
ensuring access to lower cost products. 
The shop has also set up an on-line 
store. 

Water and environment
The ongoing drought and resultant low 
water allocations in Victoria and South 
Australia have continued to impact on 
the dried fruit industry. As indicated 
previously, better returns and some 
experience in water trading has enabled 
growers to manage their water supply 
position and produce a successful crop 
in tough conditions. Importantly, while 
the cost of buying water in 2008/09 was 
still significant, it was much lower than 
the prices experienced in 2007/08.

The Board and the Water and 
Environment Committee were actively 
involved in a wide range of water policy 
matters during the past year. Some 
matters such as federal legislation 
relating to water and the Murray-
Darling Basin, Federal Government 

ADFA operations
Budget Review. Early in the 2008/09 
financial year, due to the ongoing tough 
economic conditions being experienced 
in Australia and throughout the world, 
the Board established a Budget 
Review Working Group to monitor the 
organisation’s financial position. The 
working group focussed on a range 
of matters including ways to reduce 
costs and potential ways to lift income, 
including increased membership and 
external project funding. 

Budget for 2009/10 and internal 
review. The Board is determined in its 
efforts to achieve a balanced budget in 
the short term. The Board has agreed 
that an internal review be conducted 
in which all current activities, service 
agreements, external memberships, 
staff and Board structures will be 
assessed. 

Structure and operations review. This 
review was initiated when the Board 
established a working group to help 
identify changes required to update 
the ADFA structure and operations, 
improve member involvement and 
communication and increase the 
effectiveness of Board decision making. 

Branch Forum. The ADFA Branch Forum 
met on 13 January and 2 June, 2009. 
Further to its new Constitutional role, the 
Branch Forum on 2 June selected three 
producer representatives for the Board 
and has made a recommendation to this 
AGM. The forum recommended that the 
AGM ratify the appointment of Jenny 
Treeby, Brian Boulton and Warren Lloyd 
as producer members of the Board.

Further, the recent Branch Forum has 
identified two issues for discussion 
with the industry processors – 
the standardisation of moisture 
measurement arrangements (eg same 
mincers, operator training etc) and the 
potential of digital imaging technology to 
improve grading (eg appeal process).

Membership. Income has been 
adversely impacted in recent years by 
the drop in production and changes in 
the processor profile of the industry. A 
strong effort continues to be applied 
to seeking both grower and processor 
memberships. Following the Annual 
Conference, ADFA Industry Development 

water purchasing, water trading rules 
and similar issues are effectively 
managed through our involvement 
with the National Farmers’ Federation 
(NFF). Other matters such as the Draft 
Northern Region Sustainable Water 
Strategy, the Victorian Government’s 
drought package, changes to Victorian 
carryover rules, limits on water trade 
out of an irrigation region and DSE 
proposals relating to water reserve 
and carryover/spillover water account 
policies are responded to by ADFA.

ADFA and other horticultural groups 
were successful in getting the Victorian 
Government to again provide drought 
assistance in the form of the water 
rebate scheme – where the government 
paid for the first $1,000 of water bills 
for all irrigators receiving less that 
30% of their water entitlement as 
of 1 December, 2008. Irrigators with 
water bills above $1,000 received an 
additional 50% rebate on the balance of 
bills above $1,000. 

The impending development of the 
Murray-Darling Basin Plan will be 
a major issue for ADFA and other 
horticultural industry groups. This matter 
is a priority for the Federal Government. 

Anti-dumping action 

The anti-dumping action was initiated 
in late 2006 following further significant 
reductions in prices paid for dried 
grapes, currants in particular. At that 
time there were significant stocks of 
currants being held both in Australia and 
Greece. Significant subsidies were being 
paid to Greek dried grape growers (both 
sultana and currant growers) which 
influenced Greek exporter behaviour – 
resulting in very low prices being paid 
for Greek dried processed currants 
imported into Australia.

This action has been successful in 
having measures applied to Greek 
currant imports (as from 17 November, 
2008), although following a recent 
appeal against the Minister’s decision 
and subsequent report by the Trade 
Measures Review Officer, the Minister, 
Bob Debus, has ordered Customs to 
reinvestigate its findings relating to 
material injury to both growers and 
processors. This report is due by 30 
September, 2009 – in the meantime, the 
measures imposed remain in place.

ADFA review helps focus on the future
Each year the Board of Management reports on its activities and relevant grower 
issues. The following article is a précis of the report presented at the Australian 

Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) annual general meeting (AGM). 



a 38 hours week equates to a 5% 
adjustment.

■ The new safety net requirement 
(where those on piecework rates 
must be able to earn 15% above 
the casual hourly rate) – will require 
keeping appropriate records of hours 
worked to enable piecework pay to be 
compared withwith casual rate of pay.

■ The safety net requirement may 
impact where the physical capability 
of labour is restricted (eg older 
workers or similar).

■ Overtime rates will apply for all 
work performed outside the ordinary 
hours - the rate will be at 150% 
of the appropriate minimum wage 
calculated hourly for the first three 
hours and 200% thereafter, except on 
Sunday when the rate will be 200%. 
Overtime on a Sunday will be paid for 
a minimum of four hours.

NFF
ADFA continues to maintain its 
membership and participate as a 
member of the NFF Policy Council. As a 
full member, the ADFA is one of the few 
commodities representing horticulture 
within the NFF structure. Their activities 
continue to cover a wide range of portfolio 
areas including water, environment, 
workplace relations, economics and farm 
business management, trade, chemicals 
and others. 

ADFA has obtained funding support 
from both industry trusts to meet a 
significant proportion of the costs of 
NFF membership as this involvement 
provides benefits to all growers and not 
only ADFA members.

Industry trusts
The purpose of the Dried Fruits Trust 
is to promote the development of the 
Australian dried fruits industry. Five 
trustees who manage the trust are: Peter 
Jones (Chair), Brian Boulton, Eddie Lloyd, 
Graham Robertson and Mark King. 

In considering funding applications, the 
trustees aim to protect the capital value 
of the funds. In 2008/09, the Trustees 
provided funding support for:
■ ADFA’s Industry Development 

Program.
■ A Victorian Department of Primary 

Industries (DPI) project entitled 
“Maximising Dried Vine Fruit 
Productivity During Periods of 
Reduced Water Allocations”.

■ Meeting a proportion of the cost of 
membership of NFF.

The Australian Dried Vine Fruit Trust was 
established to promote the development 
of the Australian dried fruits industry, 
with trust fund monies to be used for 

This project is being funded as a 
voluntary contribution project through 
Horticulture Australia (HAL), with the 
ADFA contribution provided by the 
Australian Dried Vine Fruits Trust 
(ADVFT).

Industry development program
Industry development remains a high 
priority for ADFA and the Drying for 
Profit program continues to be managed 
by Mr Hawtin in close consultation 
with the broad based Drying for Profit 
Committee, ADFA General Manager and 
Board of Management. 

Industry redevelopment and 
investment 
Redevelopment of the Australian dried 
grape industry is a priority for the ADFA. 
The broad objective is to facilitate 
additional plantings by existing growers 
or new entrants so that the industry 
can provide the critical mass needed 
to fulfil domestic and export market 
requirements as well as a sustainable 
processing and marketing sector to 
drive the Australian industry forward. 
Importantly, the current water supply 
limitations should not cloud the medium 
and long term planning required to 
achieve these goals.

This emphasis follows the updating of 
Strategic Plan 2008-2015 at last year’s 
Federal Council meeting. 

Workplace relations
Continuing changes to Australia’s 
workplace relations legislation has real 
implications for the dried fruit industry 
and other horticultural industries. In 
particular, the award modernisation 
process and development of a new 
Horticultural Industry Award will lead to 
cost increases.

Award Modernisation for Agriculture. 
The Australian Industrial Relations 
Commission (AIRC) has recently 
published six modern agriculture awards 
to replace over 60 federal and state 
awards applying the agriculture industry 
in Australia. 

The new awards, including the new 
Horticulture Award 2010 will take effect 
from 1 January, 2010 but will only 
apply to employers that are defined 
as constitutional corporations. That 
is, those with a company structure 
either directly or through the use of a 
corporate trustee. 

The main changes to the award include: 
■ Dried fruits already compounds a 

12.5% factor into the calculation 
of the piecework base rate for fruit 
pickers – this will increase to 15%.

■ The change from a 40 hour week to 

marketing purposes in the interests of 
the industry. The current Trustees are: 
Peter Jones (Chair), Chris Ellis, Andrew 
Mitchell, Brian Boulton and Mark King. 

The trust monies are invested through 
the National Australia Bank, the 
investment manager.

During 2008/09, the trustees approved 
ADFA funding for several projects 
including:
■ Consultancy to prepare the Anti-

dumping application re processed 
Greek currant imports for Customs.

■ Purchase of water for research trials. 
■ Meeting a proportion of the cost of 

membership of NFF.
■ VAMVVIA project “Assessment of new 

dried grape varieties”.

CSIRO Merbein closure
ADFA and other horticultural industry 
groups including wine grapes, table 
grapes and citrus have expressed their 
opposition to the closure of CSIRO’s plant 
research facilities at Merbein, but were 
unable have the decision turned over.

ADFA together with other horticultural 
industry groups in the region believe 
that a strong research capacity is 
needed to ensure the survival of the 
industries. We have jointly initiated 
a project (through HAL) aimed at 
developing a framework or model for a 
collaborative research centre based at 
the Merbein CSIRO site. 

Biosecurity 
Plant Health Australia (PHA) - during 
2008/09 ADFA continued to participate 
actively in PHA by attending regular 
meetings of member organisations 
and EPPRD signatories. The wine 
grape, table grape and dried grape 
industries are now members of PHA and 
signatories to the cost sharing deed. 

Victorian Viticulture Biosecurity 
Committee (VVBC) - DPI Victoria has 
established a VVBC to improve industry 
consultation and participation in the 
planning and co-ordination of biosecurity 
policies and programs and providing 
input into state and national vine health 
programs. ADFA has agreed to participate 
as a member of this committee.

VAMVVIA 
The Victorian and Murray Valley Vine 
Improvement Association (VAMVVIA) no 
longer has a General Manager, following 
Michael Pullen’s resignation in March, 
2009. The association continues to 
operate out of the ADFA offices following 
the difficulties experienced over recent 
years. The Chairman, Garry Thomas with 
support from a farm hand are running 
the business. 

33



34

the production, processing and marketing 
sectors. 

The three major product types produced 
in Australia are currants (9%), sultanas 
(77%) and raisins (6%). Other products 
include Sunmuscat which may be 
marketed as a sultana type or special 
product type. 

New varieties have played an important 
role in the development of the industry. 
Since its release in 1975, the rain tolerant 
Carina currant has largely replaced Zante 
currant. Sunmuscat, released to industry 
in 1997 has become an important variety 
in recent years accounting for about 15% 
of total production. 

The significant improvement in yield 
of sultana (Figure 1) can be attributed 
to the use of high vigour, nematode 
resistant rootstocks, improved clones 
(eg. H5), lighter pruning on larger trellises 
and adoption of improved irrigation 
management practices. However, the data 
also suggests that there is considerable 
potential to make further gains in 
productivity as the average yield of around 
20 t/ha (ie. 4.5 t/ha of dried grapes) is less 
than half that achieved in research studies 
and by better growers. 

CSIRO projects continue the search for 
better varieties and rootstocks to help the 
industry move forward. 

Development of rain tolerant 
drying varieties
Production and quality losses associated 
with rain damage at harvest, the 
development of mouldy fruit and 
inconsistent production due to variable 
fruitfulness and biennial bearing of sultana 
are major problems for the industry 
(Figure 1). These problems are being 
addressed through a project that seeks 
to develop improved rain tolerant drying 
varieties that meet market requirements 
and improve the economic sustainability 
of dried grape production (DG04003). 

New selections, at varying stages of 
development, are evaluated by drying 
and processing in the CSIRO small-
scale processing facility. These stages 
include single vine seedling populations, 
multiplied and top-worked plantings and 
larger, semi-commercial trials on grower 
properties. 

Each year fruit is harvested and dried 

CSIRO Plant Industries is helping to turn 
the Australian dried fruit industry around 
through providing improved varieties and 
rootstocks.

The breeding program aims to develop 
new drying and rootstock varieties 
which will assist the industry to meet 
the challenges of inconsistent supply 
of quality product in a variable and 
changing environment; minimise the 
impacts of limited water supply and 
drought; enhance production efficiency 
and economic sustainability and address 
issues of product quality and integrity

World production of dried vine fruits is 
around 750,000 tonnes annually. Australia 
is a small producer with relatively 
stable production over the last decade 
(1998-2007) of about 25,000t (which is 
equivalent to 3% of world production). 
This compares to production of around 
50,000t in the early 1990’s before many 
dried grape growers moved to wine and 
table grape production. 

In the last three years there has been a 
significant drop in total production from 
around 30,000t in 2005 and 2006 to less 
than 12,000t in 2008 due to the removal 
of dried grape plantings by growers 
responding to inadequate returns and the 
adverse impact of drought and limited 
water supply on productivity. 

Plantings of the main variety sultana, 
which is also used for wine and table 
grape production, have dropped from 
25,000 hectares in the 1950’s to less 
than 5,000ha in 2008 (Figure 1). The 
large variation in productivity (t/ha) from 
season to season as shown for sultana 
(Figure1) has significant consequences for 

from about 150 individual seedlings 
and 50 multiplied selections, where 
the vines are trained on modern trellis 
systems. The performance of the most 
promising selections is assessed on 
grower sites, which also provide sufficient 
fruit for processing and test marketing 
purposes. New varieties which have been 
introduced from overseas are included for 
comparative purposes. 

Grower sites in full production in 
2008/09 included a one hectare planting 
of an early ripening, disease resistant 
currant selection; a site with seven 
light coloured selections grafted on 
1103 Paulsen and Ramsey and a one 
hectare site of a light coloured, rain 
tolerant sultana type which has been 
top-worked on existing sultana vines 
grafted on Ramsey. The latter selection, 
a joint development with the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
produced very high yields at harvest in 
2009, that is, more than 12.5 t/ha.

Decisions on the release of new varieties 
from the CSIRO dried grape breeding 
and evaluation program are made by the 
Unique Dried Grapes steering Committee, 
involving representation from industry, 
CSIRO and HAL. 

Vines of the disease resistant currant 
selection and the light coloured, 
rain tolerant sultana type have been 
propagated to establish mother vine 
plantings to supply material to industry 
should the Unique Dried Grapes steering 
Committee formally decide to release the 
selections. 

Dried samples from recent imports 
(Diamond Muscat, Summer Muscat, 
DOVine and Selma Pete) were produced 
from mothervine plantings of the 
Australian Vine Improvement Association 
in 2009. All four, harvested in late 
January, produced relatively small berries 
compared to sultana or Sunmuscat. 
Diamond Muscat and Summer Muscat 
both had distinct muscat flavours. 
The imported USDA selection C88-89 
produced a dried product with attractive, 
full-bodied, seedless floral muscat 
character. 

Rootstock breeding and 
development 
Adoption of rootstocks will be critical 
to the long-term sustainability of the 

Improving Australian dried grape 
production through better varieties 

and rootstocks
By Peter Clingeleffer, David Emanuelli, Caroline Tarr and Hilary Davis

Figure 1. Mean fresh yield and area 
planted of Australian sultanas (1946-
2008, Source: ABS various years). 



5512, Merbein 6262). The first significant 
crop was harvested in season 2009. 

It is also planned to establish a planting 
of Sunmuscat and Carina at various high 
density, with various combinations of 
row and vine spacings, on a commercial 
property in Spring 2009. The rootstocks 
will include Ramsey and 1103 Paulsen 
and the CSIRO low-to-moderate 
vigour rootstocks. Material has been 
propagated for this purpose. 

Rooted material from 310 rootstock 
genotypes was established in a field 
nursery in collaboration with the Grape 
and Wine Research and Developmenrt 
Corporation (GWRDC) component of 
the rootstock breeding program. The 
vines were grafted with Shiraz in Spring 
2007 to assess graft compatibility and 
for pre- and post-grafting correlative 
assessments for key traits including 
vigour, transpiration efficiency and plant 
mineral status. 

In season 2008/09, a severe drought 
treatment was implemented across 
the 310 genotypes in order to assess 
drought tolerance. Once collected, all 
data will then be 
used to identify 
selections which 
combine the 
most important 
traits for dried 
grape production.

Conclusions
The future of 
dried grape 
production in 
Australia will 
be dependent 
on adoption of 
highly productive 
and efficient 
management 
systems. 

viticultural industries, particularly with 
regards to minimising risks attached 
to soil-borne pests or diseases and 
environmental stresses, and facilitating 
more responsible use of natural resources 
such as soil, nutrients and water. 

Rootstocks have the potential to modify 
vine vigour which may influence water 
use efficiency and drought tolerance, 
dried grape quality and adoption of low 
input management systems. 

This project (DG06005) aims to develop 
new rootstocks to improve consistency 
of production by improving fruitfulness 
and fruit set, provide a diverse range of 
material to minimise potential effects of 
aggressive biotypes of root pathogens 
and reduce susceptibility to processing 
damage. 

A major component of the project 
involves the assessment of Sunmuscat 
on its own roots and grafted on 95 
promising rootstock selections and on 
five standard rootstocks (Ramsey, 1103 
Paulsen, 140 Ruggeri, Schwarzmann and 
Kober 5BB). 

The vines are managed on a cordon 
based, hanging cane system. Yield, 
berry weight, bunch number and fruit 
maturity are measured at harvest. The 
results indicate that individual rootstocks 
may be identified with the potential to 
improve yields and fruitfulness, promote 
high sugar levels, produce large berries 
or large bunches. 

Dried fruit was produced by trellis 
drying in season 2009. Fruit quality from 
each vine of each rootstock has been 
assessed on the lightness of the dried 
fruit, the percentage of dark berries and 
on berry ‘soundness and plumpness’. 

The project also aims to assess field 
performance of drying varieties grafted 
on CSIRO low-to-moderate vigour 
rootstocks (Merbein 5489, Merbein 
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A highly productive, rain tolerant Sultana type under evaluation on a commercial property. The vine was established by top-
working on an existing Sultana vine grafted on Ramsey rootstock.

Examples of the effect of rootstock on dried grape quality of 
Sunmuscat based on berry attributes. 1. Full bodied, sound, 
plump berries. 2. Full bodied, sound, but not plump berries.        
3. Unsound, shrivelled berries. 4. Fruit of no commercial value. 

Integration of new varieties and 
rootstocks developed in the CSIRO 
projects will assist the industry to meet 
the challenges of inconsistent supply 
of quality product in a variable and 
changing environment; minimise the 
impacts of limited water supply and 
drought; enhance production efficiency 
and economic sustainability and 
address issues of product quality and 
integrity.

DG04003 Development of rain 
tolerant drying varieties to meet 
market specifications and DG06005 
Rootstock breeding and development 
for Australian dried grapes have been 
facilitated by HAL in partnership with 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA). The projects have been funded 
by the national dried grape research 
and development (R&D) levy with 
the Australian Government providing 
matched funding for all HAL’s R&D 
activities.”

Peter Clingeleffer, David Emanuelli, 
Caroline Tarr and Hilary Davis are 
researchers at CSIRO Plant Industry, 
Merbein, Victoria.



Field days draw sales 
despite tough times
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“In light of this downturn it was 
surprising – and I must say 
encouraging – to hear that some 
businesses sold large equipment and 
even a couple of tractors on the day.”

Mr Hawtin said tool suppliers also 
did well as nearly every man that 
walked past seemed to be carrying a 
‘bargain’ tool or much needed piece of 
workshop equipment.

Recognising the effort that it takes 
by the exhibitors, the committee 
once again ran a competition for the 
best presented sites. Sponsored by 
the Westpac Bank, the competition 
awarded five prizes:
■ Large commercial: Landmark 

Sunraysia
■ Small commercial: Kulkyne Kampers
■ Large Machinery: GBC Motors
■ Small machinery: Stihl Shop, Mildura
■ Advisory service: Worksafe Victoria

Mr Hawtin said the field days were so 
much more than sales on the day. They 
were an opportunity for growers to 
catch up with their peers and to meet 
face-to-face with their suppliers and 
advisory services.

“One exhibitor, who does most of his 
business over the phone, reported that 
he was ‘flat out’ from 10 to 3 as the 
two days gave him a great opportunity 
to see his valued customers,” Mr 
Hawtin said.

The field days’ major sponsor, TASCO 
Inland Fuels, reported a good number 
of people visiting their site to submit 
forms for the entry prize of $250 of 
fuel, but also to catch up with the 
various representatives on site. 

Showcasing the very best in tractors, 
machinery, vineyard equipment and 
advisory services, the 58th Mildura 
Horticultural Field Days proved popular 
despite the tough economic times.

Field days Coordinator John Hawtin 
said an estimated crowd of 6,000 
attended throughout the two days.

“The reality of the drought and 
continuing hardship for many irrigators 
forced to buy temporary water was 
evident,” Mr Hawtin said. “And it’s 
not just the growers who suffer. 
Rural communities and horticultural 
suppliers are also affected.

“We were fortunate to have 100 sites 
filled this year, but exhibitor numbers 
were down by about 25%. 

Carlo Morello from TASCO said that the 
field days were a ‘fly the flag exercise’ 
and were always a useful promotion 
for their business.

Unfortunately there were no gadgets 
on display this year. Mr. Hawtin said 
this was disappointing as the origins 
of the field days began with growers 
showcasing ‘gadgets’ to make life 
easier on the farm.

The Australian Dried Fruit Association 
(ADFA) promoted the activities for 
the dried fruits industry with displays 
of ADFA actions and activities, the 
Drying for Profit program, CSIRO’s new 
dried grape breeding program and 
a new irrigation research project by 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) 
Victoria. 

The three local branches displayed 
some of the activities that they had 
run for all growers over the past year. 
A number of ADFA Board members 
were on site and available to talk to 
growers.

Also on display were the dried fruit 
selected by processors as the best of 
its type for the 2008/09 season. The 
year’s best dried grape award winners 
were:
■ Sultana: J.M. Fox
■ Sunmuscat: J. Hume & G Haeusler
■ Currant: Tapaulin Farms
■ Raisin: G. Pezzano
■ Overall variety: J.M. Fox

The organisers have already started 
discussions about how to improve the 
field days for 2010 and are looking 
forward to strengthening the event for 
next year.

Jannine Fox accepts the ‘Best fruit of the 
season’ award from Field Days Chairman 
Warren Lloyd.



applied, it seems that there is nothing 
better than a bit of rain to germinate 
weed seeds. This is especially so for 
spiked weed seeds of Spiny emex or 
three cornered jack which generally 
germinate during autumn and winter.

As you are pruning, it is a good 
opportunity to monitor for any 
germinating three cornered jacks and 
either chip them out or spot spray. A 
little prevention now will save a lot of 
heartache next year if fruit is rejected 
because it has spiked weed seeds in it.

Snails
Any surviving snails will be out and 
about enjoying this wet weather. 
While they are freely moving about the 
vineyard floor is the best time to lay 
bait. 

There are several types of snail bait 
available and it is advisable to read the 
label as some of the newer baits are 
more rainfast and thus more effective, 
working when the snails are most 
active. 

Again, some early preventative 
measures will save lots of costly 
problems during drying.

Use pruning to plan ahead
Away from the pressures of picking, 
pruning can be a good time to plan 

From the beginning of April, the official 
rainfall for the Mildura region has 
been 60.8 millimetres. That sounds 
pretty good, especially when you have 
delivered all of your fruit. Nobody 
knocks back rain in these dry times. 

But how good has it really 
been? 
Over this period there have been a lot 
of small rainfall events but evaporation 
readings have been twice as high as the 
rainfall recorded. Although not directly 
measuring the evaporation from the 
soil, these readings should give some 
indication of evaporation from the soil 
as well. Therefore it is quite possible 
that the rain that has fallen recently 
has done little in replenishing moisture 
through the soil profile. 

Without expensive soil monitoring 
equipment, the only real way to find out 
how far the rain has penetrated the soil 
is to dig some holes to see exactly how 
much and where the moisture is in the 
soil.

Hopefully it will keep raining through 
winter and help to rebuild depleted 
subsoil moisture levels. Periodic digs 
throughout the pruning time will allow 
good monitoring of exactly what is 
happening in the soil.

This information will help you with 
planning irrigation pre-bud burst and 
assist with determining how much 
water you need to apply and even how 
much additional water you need to buy?

Watch for spiked weeds
No matter how well irrigations are 

what needs to be done on the property 
throughout the coming season.

While there is a lull in water trading, 
now could be a good time to talk to your 
water broker to have some strategies in 
place before the water trading season 
opens, especially if you are a bit short 
of enough water to meet the early 
seasonal needs of the vines.
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Around the block

Wet weather welcome, 
but it means extra work

Three cornered jack seeds readily germinate after rain events.

Expensive moisture measuring devices 
such as the Enviroscan with telemetry 
can show exactly where soil moisture is 
in the profile.

Hibernating snails will become active and move to the vineyard 
floor and start breeding as soon as it rains

“Nobody knocks 

back rain in these 

dry times.”
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Trade directory

Contact Gary Thomas
Telephone: (03) 5022 8499 Fax: (03) 5021 4833  Mobile: 0418 997 730
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