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As a Commodity Council member of the 
National Farmers’ Federation (NFF), the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) 
has been involved in the push to exclude 
agriculture from the Federal Government’s 
proposed Carbon Pollution Reduction 
Scheme (CPRS). We know that if the fight 
is lost, the CPRS will result in another cost 
burden being placed on all those involved 
in Australian agriculture.

We have seen the proposed CPRS 
legislation rejected in the Senate with all 
11 bills opposed by all non-Government 
Senators. This is a positive step for 
Australian agriculture and we will continue 
our lobbying efforts through the NFF. 

Water outlook
As outlined elsewhere in this edition, the 
latest Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
(MDBA) drought update merely confirms 
what most irrigators already know – that 
2009/10 will see the continuation of tough 
conditions due to low water allocations for 
most irrigators, especially those in South 
Australia and Victoria. 

No doubt South Australian growers will 
welcome the latest announcement of 
State Government assistance in the form 
of a grant to offset the cost of buying 
water to maintain permanent plantings. 

In Victoria, we will be seeking continuing 
State Government support in the form of 
a rebate on water bills similar to 2008/09 
where the Victorian Government paid the 
first $1,000 of water bills for irrigators 
and stock and domestic farmers who 
had an allocation less than 30% of their 
water entitlements as at 1 December, 
2008.  Further, those with a water bill of 
more than $1,00 received an additional 
50% rebate on the balance of bills 
above $1,000.  Importantly, the rebate 
was managed through the local water 
authorities.

Market outlook 
The improved market outlook for the dried 
fruits industry has now been apparent 
for a couple of years and looks like 
continuing. Evidence for this includes our 
observations that the processor/marketers 
are actively pursuing long term contracts 
with growers, which are underpinned by 
strong minimum prices. Furthermore, 
Sunbeam Foods recently stated that in 
2010 their contracted growers “would 
receive prices at least equal to the high 
prices for the 2009 harvest”.

The ADFA applauds this early action by 

Sunbeam Foods and looks forward to 
similar public statements from other 
processor/marketers in the near future.

Such statements are vital in providing 
growers with confidence to make 
decisions which may include the purchase 
of water for the production of the 2010 
crop, and perhaps to invest in additional 
plantings.

ADFA membership
I have previously commented on the 
ADFA objective to get more industry 
stakeholders around the Board table so 
that the Australian industry can better 
co-ordinate its approach on the important 
matters that impact on our ability to lift 
the value of our crop and returns to all 
sectors. 

We are also continuing our efforts to get 
more growers to join the ADFA. Growers 
who have left the ADFA, or are new to 
the industry, can expect a call from ADFA 
Industry Development Officer (IDO) John 
Hawtin. He will arrange a visit to discuss 
possible membership and the services 
ADFA provides to its members.

Industry development 
The recent initiative taken by the Mildura 
ADFA branch in holding a workshop to 
outline both the risks and opportunities 
associated with conversion from 
wine grapes to dried grapes is to be 
commended. 

The response was excellent with 
participants receiving up-to-date 
information on the issues to be considered 
and costs associated with such a change 
over. 

This workshop is part of a broad strategy 
aimed at ensuring that existing growers 
or new entrants to the industry are able to 
make considered decisions. 

Importantly, I believe that currently there 
are definite opportunities in the dried fruit 
industry, although any investment in new 
plantings should be carefully researched 
and considered before any decisions are 
taken. To get the information you need, 
I urge you to contact your processor/
marketer and the ADFA IDO.

Mark King 
ADFA Chairman

ADFA busy on 
many fronts
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ATGA Chairman’s report

Nick Muraca
ATGA CHAIRMAN

It has been six years since our industry 
mustered together for a national 
conference, but the Australian Table 
Grape Association (ATGA) is working 
hard to rectify this, with the 7th Table 
Grape Conference only weeks away. 

The conference will be held at the 
Quality Hotel Mildura Grand in the heart 
of Mildura on the 16-18 September. 

The conference organising committee 
weighed up a number of possible 
location and venue options, but after 
much debate, and given the global 
financial crisis, Mildura was selected 
as the most cost effective and relevant 
location due to being the heart of the 
Australian table grape industry.

The theme, ‘Rising to the challenge’, 
hopes to assist all those involved in the 
industry with the difficult and uncertain 
times that lie ahead. 

With this in mind, the conference 
committee has put together an exciting 
program over three days, in an event 
that we believe will be a must for all 
industry members to attend. 

The three days have been carefully 
planned with the needs of the audience 
in mind. An impressive line up of 
speakers from both Australia and the 
United States has confirmed their 
attendance. 

We hope that everyone will take away 
information that will assist them in 
making better decisions in their day-to-
day running of their business.

Such an event is not a cheap exercise 
to hold and would not be possible 
without the assistance of sponsorship, 
and of course your attendance. We 
welcome Alzchem, manufacturer 
of Sitofex and Dormex as the Major 
sponsor as well as Gold  sponsors 
Sumitomo, Grape Exchange and Andpak 
and Silver sponsors, Rural Finance and 
EE Muir and Sons.

Previous events have proven to be a 
great social event with the opportunity 
to meet old friends and make new ones, 
something which is very important with 
the type of game we are in, and its 
geographical spread all over Australia.

The conference dinner is always a 
highlight. This year VisyBoard have 
sponsored the dinner which will feature 
Robert DiPier Domenico, the former 

Hawthorn football star, as the after-
dinner speaker. Affectionately known 
as ‘Dipper’, he will be sure to give the 
crowd a laugh as he recounts memories 
of his footy and media career. 

The committee recognise that some 
growers have had a few difficult years 
on the farm and we have worked 
extremely hard to make the conference, 
not only attractive, but affordable. 

Grower levy payers are entitled to a 
50% discount on the full registration 
package, and of course all conference 
costs can be claimed on your tax. 

I personally extend a warm and cordial 
invitation to all growers and other 
members of the table grape industry to 
register and come along and help make 
this 7th conference a success.

I look forward to meeting you at the 
conference.

Nick Muraca 
ATGA Chairman

Table grape conference 
looking good
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ETS, CPRS, EITE, POIs - you could be forgiven 
for thinking that the world of SMS has taken 
over some aspects of discussion on climate 
change.

Climate change policy is moving quickly, and 
this article defines some of the frequently 
used terms and language.

ETS stands for Emissions Trading Scheme 
- the universal term used to describe the 
process of trading greenhouse gas emissions.

ETS have been operating across Europe for a 
number of years, and the NSW Government 
has been administering the NSW Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Scheme (GGAS) since             
1 January, 2003. 

CPRS stands for Carbon Pollution Reduction 
Scheme, the Australian Government’s term 
to describe its proposed Emissions Trading 
Scheme.

The aim of the scheme is to create a trading 
process to reduce the amount of carbon 
pollution. 

A number of gases create greenhouse 
effects, some 
naturally 

occurring, some that only exist due to human 
activity.

The gases include carbon dioxide, methane, 
nitrous oxide, the range of halocarbons and 
sulphur hexafluoride. 

The three emitted by agricultural enterprises 
that cause concern are - carbon dioxide 
(CO2), methane and nitrous oxide.

In terms of Australia’s overall emissions 
profile, agriculture is the second highest 
emitter and contributes approximately 16% to 
the national accounts; the energy sector is the 
highest and contributes approximately 50%.

CO2e is the abbreviation of the term ‘carbon 
dioxide equivalents’, reflecting the fact that 
not all greenhouse gases are the same.

The term CO2e uses multipliers to make them 
all equivalent to one tonne of carbon dioxide.

For example, one tonne of methane has the 
same greenhouse effect as 23 tonnes of CO2, 
and one tonne of nitrous oxide is equivalent 
to 296 tonnes of CO2.

The use of the term CO2e has made it easier 
to establish trading rules and programs.

The proposed CPRS is based on a ‘cap and 
trade’ scheme design.

Other schemes being suggested include 
‘baseline and credit’ or ‘hybrid’ designs.

Under a cap and trade scheme, a cap on 
emissions is set by the government.

This cap represents the total amount 
of greenhouse gas 

emissions that can be released nationally per 
annum.

The government would then issue permits to      
the same value as the cap, one permit per 
tonne.

The National Inventory Report (2007) in the 
Australian National Greenhouse Accounts said 
Australia’s total greenhouse gas emissions 
were 541.2 million tonnes of CO2e excluding 
the landuse, landuse change and forestry 
sector.

Of this the agriculture sector accounts for 
88.1 million tonnes. 

A variety of mechanisms are proposed 
as options to make permits available, for 
example, by auctions or direct issue.

If a business required to participate in the 
scheme has to emit greenhouse gases, it 
will be required to purchase the number of 
permits to cover its emissions.

The lower the cap, the fewer permits will be 
available, hence the greater the competition 
for them.

This ETS design means that at some 
point, businesses will be pushed by a 
financial incentive to change processes or 
technology to reduce greenhouse emissions, 
hence reduce the number of increasingly 
expensive permits they would have to buy.

The proposed Australian scheme sets a cap 
on total emissions, not on particular sectors 
or industries.

The term ‘coverage’ describes whether 
an industry or business is included in the 
scheme, and required to purchase permits.

A decision about the coverage of agriculture 
will be made in 2013.

The businesses or entities covered under 
the proposed scheme are those that 

emit more than 25,000 tonnes CO2e 
per annum, from the following 

broad sectors - stationary 
energy, transport, industrial 
processes, waste and forestry.

This includes large obvious 
emitters such as energy 
generators, but also some 
processors of agriculture, 
for example, some meat 
processors and dairy 
processors.

The 25,000 tonne 
threshold enables the 
scheme to limit obligation 
to approximately 1000 
entities, and cover 
approximately 75% 
of greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Understanding ETS jargon
By Kate Lorimer-Ward

Cover story

Definitions

ETS: Emissions Trading Scheme

CPRS: Carbon Pollution Reduction 
Scheme

CO2e: Carbon dioxide equivalents

EITE: Emissions Intensive Trade 
Exposed industries



Each has the potential to create a different 
response from managers of agriculture, 
hence impose different financial impacts.

This is an area of ongoing discussion 
between the Australian and NSW 
Governments and industry, still to be 
determined.

The biggest challenge is to develop coverage 
that minimises transaction costs and 
administrative burdens on the sector.

The Australian Government has committed 
to a plan for agriculture, starting this year, to 
assess how the sector will participate.

It will include analysis of impacts of coverage 
and of different points of obligation.

A decision will be made in 2013 about 
what level of coverage may be imposed on 
agriculture’s emissions from 2015. 

A number of organisations have compiled 
reports about the possible impact of the 
proposed CPRS on agriculture.

These include, the Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural Resource Economics, www.
abare.gov.au, the Rural Industries Research 
and Development Corporation, www.rirdc.

There has been a lot of discussion on the 
issuing of free permits to Emissions Intensive 
Trade Exposed industries (EITE).

These are industries that can demonstrate 
they emit a specified high level of CO2e per 
dollar value of product, and that this product 
is ‘trade exposed’ if competitors do not also 
have to account for their emissions.

The main consequence of being trade exposed 
is referred to as ‘carbon leakage’, when an 
industry or entity decides to move its activities 
off shore from Australia, with no benefit to 
global reduction in greenhouse emissions.

The numbers of proposed free permits and 
associated eligibility criteria are specified 
in the Government’s White Paper and draft 
legislation.

‘Point of obligation’ is a key term related to 
agriculture’s position in the mooted scheme.

This refers to where the obligation of reporting 
and paying for greenhouse gas emissions 
should apply along the production chain.

There are a number of options, defined as 
‘upstream’, ‘downstream’ and ‘direct’ points 
of obligation.

gov.au and the Australian Farm Institute, 
www.farminstitute.org.au

Other important reference documents are 
available from the Department of Climate 
Change website - the Garnaut report, and the 
White Paper - at www.climatechange.com.au

This article appears in the July 2009 edition 
of Agriculture Today.

Kate Lorimer-Ward is Leader of Agriculture 
Climate Change Programs at New South 
Wales Department of Primary Industries, 
Orange.

Contact: Kate Lorimer-Ward

Tel: (02) 6391 3220

Email: kate.lorimer-ward@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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Key facts:

Australia’s total greenhouse emissions in 
2007 were 541.2 million tonnes of CO2e.

The agriculture sector accounts for 88.1 
million tonnes.

Three agricultural gases: Carbon dioxide, 
methane and nitrous oxide.

Agriculture is the second highest emitter 
-16% of national total.

CPRS rejected by Senate, but not yet defeated
The Senate voted down 11 Carbon 
Pollution Reduction Scheme bills on 13 
August, 2009.

However, the bills will be re-introduced 
in November and if they are defeated 
then, the Government will have the trigger 
for a double dissolution climate-change 
election. 

Climate Change Minister Penny Wong 
said shortly before the vote that the 
government still hoped to have the 
emissions trading scheme in place before 
the United Nations (UN) Conference 
on Climate Change in Copenhagen in 
December. 

The Opposition has urged the Government 
to delay another vote on the bill until after 
Copenhagen.

“Every non-Government Senator voted 
against the Government’s CPRS Bill 
today,” Opposition leader in the Senate 
Nick Minchin said. He claimed that the 
bills would have cost thousands of jobs, 
reduced Australian living standards, 
substantially raised the price of 
everyone’s electricity and damaged the 
Australian economy all for absolutely zero 
environmental gain.” 

Senator Minchin said it would be “reckless 
and irresponsible” to pass legislation 
before the outcomes of Copenhagen and 
the US Senate vote were known. Instead 
he called for the legislation to be re-
introduced next year.  

Australian Farm Institute Director Mick 

Keogh said if a greenhouse emissions 
trading scheme (ETS) was to be 
introduced it would necessitate some 
policy decisions that would have major 
and long-term implications for Australian 
agriculture.

“While the Australian Government has 
already proposed that the agriculture 
sector will not be required to be a direct 
participant in the scheme until 2015 at 
the earliest, the ETS will have an indirect 
impact on agricultural businesses 
immediately, as a consequence of higher 
energy and energy-related costs which 
will impact on the prices farmers pay for 
goods and services,” he said. 

“Other impacts include increased 
competition for land as greater incentives 
are created for carbon sink forestry 
developments.

Growcom Chief Advocate Rachel 
Mackenzie said including horticulture in 
the CPRS could lead to the perverse and 
undesirable outcome of reduced food 
production since an increased cost of 
farming would encourage landowners to 
switch to alternative land uses, reducing 
the amount of land available for growing 
food.

“This would not be a good outcome for the 
government at a time when agriculture is 
expected to increase output to match the 
demand for good from rapidly growing 
populations both here and globally.

“It would also put horticulture at a 
significant competitive disadvantage 

in the international marketplace to the 
further detriment of our horticultural 
exporters, since New Zealand is the only 
other country considering agriculture for 
inclusion in an emissions trading scheme,” 
she said. 

Mr Keogh added that there were also 
some issues with the emission accounting 
methodologies. “For example, when 
referring to the cycling of carbon through 
agricultural production systems, only 
parts are accounted for, meaning that 
agricultural emissions are gross rather 
than net.

“Furthermore, the exchange of carbon 
and nitrogen through agricultural 
production systems is also highly variable, 
leading to questions about the validity 
of standard calculation methodologies, 
and the need for a substantial scientific 
effort to overcome some of the current 
deficiencies.”

The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
has called upon the Federal Government 
to eliminate agriculture from CPRS 
coverage and, instead, adopt an alternate, 
but consistent, approach of providing 
farmers with incentive-based means of 
reducing emissions.

“Australian farmers can, and should, be 
a positive part of the solution. Farms, 
as biological systems, emit carbon but, 
unlike other sectors, also absorb it back 
into soils, pastures, crops and trees,” NFF 
President David Crombie said.
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Phase Two of the pilot scheme recruiting 
up to 2,400 employees from Pacific Island 
nations to fill chronic labour shortages on 
Australian horticultural farms is gearing up 
for the sector’s peak harvest season, which 
kicks-off from September.

Phase One of the scheme, granting temporary 
visas under a Federal Government-regulated 
program, saw 56 seasonal workers from 
Tonga and Vanuatu hit-the-ground earlier 
this year. They worked their way through 
the specified pilot regions of Swan Hill and 
Robinvale (Victoria), Griffith (New South 
Wales) and Mundubbera (Queensland). 
Resoundingly successful, Phase Two is being 
expanded to include all horticultural regions 
across Australia.

As architects of the scheme, the National 
Farmers’ Federation (NFF) co-launched it 
with the Federal Government in August 2008 
having spent three years putting the scheme 
together. “It’s a targeted response to a very 
specific need,” NFF President David Crombie 
said. “We applaud the Federal Government for 

having the vision to adopt our Workforce from 
Abroad Employment Scheme proposal.

“Horticultural growers have been watching 
their produce rot season after season. On 
average, it costs growers $100,000 per crop 
per year in lost production – in some cases as 
high as $250,000. That’s a crippling blow to 
them, the $7 billion-a-year horticulture sector, 
Australia’s domestic food supply and our 
export markets (worth $1 billion-a-year).

“While we’re always encouraging Australians 
to take up the 22,000 jobs on offer, they’ve 
gone unfilled for far too long. So this is 
one way of arresting the jobs crisis. In the 
Pacific Islands we have a ready, willing and 
able workforce happy to make the trek into 
regional Australia to fill these positions. And 
Australian farmers are welcoming them with 
open arms.

“This scheme is founded on the principal of 
mutual benefits for farmers and employees. 
It provides the workforce we desperately 
need and, in turn, we provide new skills and 

training to employees coming to Australia 
temporarily – skills they can apply at home.

“In fact, farmers eligible for the scheme must 
be demonstrably committed to best practice 
in delivering skills and excellence, working 
conditions and human resource management. 
Also, with farm losses of such magnitude, 
farmers are happy to pay the travel expenses 
of their Pacific Island employees.

“The remuneration each seasonal employee 
receives is at Australian market rates, far 
exceeding what they can earn at home – 
representing a boost for them, their families 
and their local economies. The experience 
they gain from working alongside the world’s 
best fruit and vegetable producers is a vital 
building block for economic and social 
development in Pacific Island countries.

“The NFF’s extensive analysis to quantify 
labour shortages, proactively drive a 
practical solution and build-in protections for 
employees has seen the scheme universally 
recognised by Australians, Pacific Island 
nations, aid agencies, the World Bank and 
others as a ‘win-win’ all round.”

Pacific Island labour solution to 
roll-out nationally



The Australian 
Table Grape 
Association 
(ATGA) is 
proud to 
announce that 
preparations for 
the upcoming 
7th Australian 
Table Grape 
Conference are 
coming along 
well. 

The conference will be held at the Quality 
Mildura Grand Hotel in the heart of 
Mildura on 16-18 September, 2009.

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott said he is 
excited about the upcoming conference, 
and impressed by the program of 
speakers and sponsors that the 
conference has been able to attract.

“Registrations for the conference are 
progressing well and I encourage all 
growers and industry members to 
ensure that they take advantage of the 
substantial savings on offer by registering 
early (before 7 September),” he said.

“The ATGA and conference organising 
committee are determined to deliver 
an information-packed conference 
for a extremely low registration fee 
(Early bird fee:$200, and $300 after 7 
September).

“We are particularly pleased that Dr David 
Cain, General Manager of International 
Fruit Genetics, is able to attend. Dr Cain is 
a renowned plant breeder from California 
and we look forward to hearing about 
the latest developments in table grape 
breeding programs. 

He will discuss the plethora of table grape 
varieties being grown in California, from 
the USDA-bred varieties such as Sweet 
Scarlet and Autumn King, through to some 
of the other varieties being developed by 
other private breeding firms, including his 
own.”

Mr Scott said it was the first time in five 
years that the industry had been able to 
hold a national conference.

“The time is right to learn about a whole 
range of new technologies and market 
intelligence that your business might be 
able to utilise,” he said.

“The conference agenda has been 
carefully designed to ensure that 
participants at the conference get the 
opportunity to hear all the latest research 
and marketing insights, but also have the 
opportunity to have some fun and interact 
with other members of industry during a 
range of key networking functions.”

As Major sponsor for the conference, 
Alzchem, manufacturer of Sitofex™ and 
Dormex™, will lead an impressive trade 
show.

Mr Scott said the trade show 
complimented the conference, providing 
a great range of innovative products and 
technologies to help the industry deliver a 
quality product to consumers.

“The first of the sponsors have just 
started to confirm places at the trade 
show and we are pleased to welcome 
Sumitomo, Grape Exchange and Andpak 
as Gold sponsors and Rural Finance and 
EE Muir and Sons as Silver sponsors.

“Of course, it is still early days and there 
are several other companies that have 

expressed interest in being part of this 
national event.”

On Thursday afternoon, conference 
participants will enjoy a field tour of the 
Sunraysia region looking at the CSIRO 
Plant Industry Laboratories at Merbein, 
where much of the work associated with 
breeding new table grape varieties is 
done. The tour also includes a visit to John 
Argiro’s property in Merbein looking at 
the Italian style of table grape covers, his 
packing shed, coolrooms and irrigation/
fertigation systems.

The conference also has an entertaining 
evening lined up on the Thursday night 
(17th September) with the official Visy 
Board conference dinner in the Grand 
Ballroom. Participants are encouraged 
to invite their partners along to what 
promises to be a night of fun and laughs. 

The ATGA has been lucky enough to 
secure the services of Robert DiPier 
Domenico, more commonly known 
as ‘Dipper’, to come along and help 
conference participants relax and laugh 
after an action-packed conference day. 
‘Dipper’ is an Aussie rules legend, playing 
with Hawthorn in the 80’s and 90’s, and 
is now involved in a large range of media 
and business dealings.

“I urge all Australian table grape growers, 
marketers and other associated industry 
service providers to attend this important 
industry event,” Mr Scott said.

For further information on the conference 
contact the ATGA on (03) 5021 5718 or 
Email: atga@ncable.com.au or download 
a registration brochure from the ATGA 
website www.atga.com.au.
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Momentum gathers for national 
conference 

The Big Dipper to speak at dinner
The Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) is pleased to announce Robert 
DiPier Domenico, or the ‘Big Dipper’, as 
he likes to be known, as the after-dinner 
speaker at the 7th Australian Table Grape 
Conference Dinner.

Sponsored by Visy Board, the dinner at 
the Quality Hotel Mildura Grand is bound 
to be a success with the Aussie Rules 
footy legend at the lectern.

ATGA Chair Jeff Scott said Dipper had a 
remarkable impact on football, both as a 
player and later as a panel member and 
commentator.

“He is one of football’s great characters, 
but wasn’t without talent. 

“He played in five-day Premiership sides 
and four night Grand Finals for Hawthorn 
and in 1986 won the Brownlow medal 
with Greg Williams.”

Mr Scott said Dipper was one tough 
little player and never backed off the 

ball which seen him make several 
appearances at the VFL tribunal. 

“His courage was underlined in the 1989 
Grand Final win over Geelong when he 
played out the match with a punctured 
lung and broken ribs.

“We look forward to hearing about some 
of these memories in what is sure to be 
a very entertaining evening,” Mr Scott 
said.

Tickets to the dinner are available as part 
of a full conference registration package 
or can be individually purchased by filling 
out a registration form available at the 
ATGA website www.atga.com.au.
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Prune growers can look forward 
to support on quality issues.

The Australian Prune Industry 
Association (APIA) annual conference 
and annual general meeting will be 
held 22 October, 2009 at the Gemini 
Hotel, Banna Avenue, Griffith.

Once again organisers have focused 
on the hot topics of the moment and 
this year Kate Lorimer-Ward from 
New South Wales Department of 
Primary Industries will deliver the 
keynote address on carbon trading.

Ms Lorimer-Ward is leader of 
Agriculture Climate Change Programs. 
She has worked in natural resource 
management and extension for 
several years and will explain the 
impact of carbon trading on the 
prune industry in simple terms.

APIA Chair Cheryl Heley said this 
year’s key address followed on 
from the topic of climate change 
last year and was something that 
all growers should be aware of.

She said another highlight of the 
conference would be the Quality Forum. 

“The quality of our end product 
was recently identified as a key 

strategic issue at an industry 
planning workshop with Horticulture 
Australia (HAL),” Mrs Heley said.

“Fruit quality is important, not 
only for pride in one’s self, but 
also to help us compete in what 
is now a global market. 

“Although the Australian industry only 
services the domestic market, we must 
be able to compete with imports. A 
stronger Australian dollar and removal 
of tariffs on Chilean and US fruit means 
that these imports are sometimes 
cheaper than our production costs and 
so we must have a high quality product.

“Our panel discussion will firstly 
define what is meant by a high 
quality prune, and then discuss if 
the industry does in fact have a 
problem that needs addressing. It 
may be that we need more research 
in harvesting, binning or drying 
practices, and if so we need to initiate 
a plan for going forward to ensure 
we produce a high quality product.”

For further details about the conference 
or to obtain a registration form please 
contact Industry Development Manager 
Anne Mooney, Tel: (02) 6391 3873, 
Email: anne.mooney@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Conference program
8.30 Registration/coffee

9.00 Welcome, APIA Chair, Cheryl Heley

9.10 Keynote address: Carbon trading simplified, Agriculture  
 Climate Change Programs Leader, Kate Lorimer-Ward

9.40 Project reports:       
 Dehydration, Food Science Australia researcher, Henry Sabarez,  
 and Prune Industry Advisory Committee Chair, Malcolm Taylor

 Development of the prune industry through technology,  
 Industry Development Manager, Anne Mooney
 Plantings survey, IDM, Anne Mooney
 2009 IPA Congress, IDM, Anne Mooney 

10.40 Morning tea

11.10 APIA Annual General Meeting

11.45 Research Program Update, Prune IAC Chair, Malcolm Taylor

12.15 Quality Forum - Fruit Quality and Processing,  
 Angas Park Operations Manager, Peter Manning 

 Panel of Processors to discuss fruit quality issues 

1.00 Lunch

2.00 Market Update, Processor/marketers - Angas Park/  
 Sunbeam, Verity Fruits, Prune Products P/L, Budgi Werri Prunes

2.30 Promotions report, Promotions Committee Chair, Cheryl Heley 

3.00 Close and afternoon tea



only five growers 
operate in the 
Barossa Valley and 
Riverland areas. 
There are no new 
plantings in the 
state and a third 
of the 14.8ha 
plantings are over 
25 years old. 

Mrs Mooney said 
that all the older 
plantings where 
trees were twenty 
years and older 
were d’Agen plums.

She said some of 
the newer plantings 
were with van der 
Merwe, d’Agen 
clones 707, 698, 
303 and Sutter 
varieties grown on 
Marobolan H29C, 
Marianna and PR2 
rootstocks (Figure 
2). In addition 
there were some 
Moyers planted in 
the Riverina and 
small plantings 
of d’Agen clones 
642 and 652.

With 381ha 
of trees less 
than five years old, the industry 
can expect production to increase 
significantly in the next few years. 

Mrs Mooney said the industry may 
need to investigate ways of increasing 
drying facilities to support this 
expected increase in production.

There are currently 19 growers in the 
Riverina with their own dehydrators. They 
collectively have 101 drying tunnels with 
a capacity to dry 310 tonnes per day.

Drying capacity is much lower 
at Young where only six growers 
have dehydrators. This represents 
29 tunnels with the capacity to 
dry 30t of prunes per day.

Mrs Mooney said packers and other 
industry members advised of 58 
producers who had left the industry. 
The largest exodus was in South 
Australia where 25 growers left the 
industry, followed by 17 growers in the 
Riverina and 16 growers in Young.

She said a lack of water was a key 

A survey of Australian prune growers 
has confirmed that the industry has 
moved away from its origins in Young, 
New South Wales and is now focused in 
the Riverina area of NSW and Victoria.

The Australian prune industry has 
never had access to accurate planting 
statistics, and in the past figures 
have been based on estimates, and 
to an extent anecdotal evidence.

Industry Development Manager 
Anne Mooney was charged with the 
task of compiling statistics for the 
prune industry to help with future 
planning and marketing decisions.

Information was collected in person, 
posted, given via telephone or emailed. 
This personal effort resulted in 84% 
of Australian prune growers known 
to be currently growing prunes being 
represented in the statistics. 

Mrs Mooney said 70 growers responded 
to the survey, with eight advising that 
they were no longer growing prunes. 
A further 10 growers were unable to 
be contacted and only one grower 
declined to complete the survey.

The results showed there is a 
total of 1195 hectares planted 
to prunes in Australia.

Not surprisingly, the largest area 
under production is the Riverina area 
of NSW and Victoria, with 867ha and 
46 growers. This growing region 
area includes Griffith, Yenda, Yoogali, 
Beelbangera, Bilbul, Hanwood, 
Darlington Point and Coleambally 
in NSW and Cobram in Victoria. 

As a relatively new growing region most 
(41.2%) of plantings in the Riverina 
are five years and under, with only 
1.37% of trees over 25 years old.

While Young may have been the starting 
place for the Australian prune industry, 
production in the region has fallen 
substantially. Today there are only 21 
growers with 314ha planted to prunes. 
Many of the orchards have older trees 
(Figure 1) and throughout the region 
there are many orchards that have been 
neglected or simply abandoned. Over 
a third of the plantings are 25 years 
and older and there is little evidence 
of reinvestment in the region with only 
13% of plantings five years and under.

South Australia has always been a small 
segment of the industry, and today 

reason for growers leaving the industry. 
Severe drought has affected dryland 
prune production in Young, and water 
allocation shortfalls as a result of 
drought is responsible for many South 
Australian growers leaving she said.

Now that there is a planting database 
for the Australian prune industry it will 
be easily maintained and updated as 
growers move in and out of the industry.

Mrs Mooney said she was extremely 
grateful to the growers who made 
time to complete the survey form.

DP08001 ‘Planting survey for the 
Australian prune industry’ has been 
facilitated by Horticulture Australia 
(HAL) in partnership with the Australian 
Prune Industry Association (APIA). The 
project has been funded by the national 
dried prune research and development 
(R&D) levy with the Australian 
Government providing matched 
funding for all HAL’s R&D activities.
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Figure 1. Age of trees and hectares planted to prunes in 
Australia 2009.

Figure 2. Age of trees and prune varieties by hectares planted 
in Australia.

Planting survey highlights shift in 
production 
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One of the main aims of the Californian 
trip was to see the outcomes of the Prune 
Cultivar Development and Evaluation 
Program at the University of California (UC).

Initiated at UC’s Kearney Agricultural 
Center at Parlier, in July 1985 the program 
aims to develop new prune cultivars for 
the Californian dried prune industry that 
are superior to the commonly grown 
Improved French cultivar. Researchers 
were looking for new cultivars with 
improved disease and pest resistance and 
importantly a different ripening period. 

Most of the Californian industry is planted 
with Improved French which means the 
entire crop must be harvested within 
three to four weeks. New varieties with a 
mix of maturity dates spread the harvest 
period making it more manageable.  

Under the guidance of Ted DeJong, the 
program’s breeding strategies have 
included primary evaluations of known 
cultivars, broad range crosses using a 
variety of parentage, and backcrosses to 
the popular Improved French variety. 

In 2002 the breeding program 
headquarters moved to UC’s Davis 
campus, but the Kearny Centre still 
plays a important role in cultivating 
and testing trees for the program. 

Two new cultivars were released 

from the UC program in 2000 
– Sutter and Tulare Giant. 

Sutter fruit dries into a very high quality 
prune with a complex fruity taste. 
Similar in appearance to Improved 
French, the fruit of Sutter has a higher 
sugar content and matures 7-10 days 
earlier than the industry standard.

As one would expect, Tulare Giant is 
extremely precocious with a vigorous 
growth habit. The very early maturing 
fruit are formed in abundance for the 
fresh prune market.

In 2004 Muir Beauty, an early maturing 
dried prune with a distinctive fruity 
flavour and texture, was released 
from the program. Muir Beauty ripens 
earlier than both Sutter and Improved 
French and when dry, the flesh retains 
the golden colour of the fresh fruit.

There are still some issues with the 
drying of Sutter, so uptake of the new 
varieties has been slow in California. 
Researchers are currently working 
to rectify this and in the meantime 
APIA hopes to obtain planting material 
of both Sutter and Muir Beauty for 
evaluation under Australian conditions.

In 2007, Carolyn DeBuse took a UC 
Cooperative Extension county advisor 
position and is now co-managing 
the program with Mr DeJong, while 

Sarah Bradley has taken over day-
today operations of the program. 

This program receives substantial support 
from the California Dried Plum/Prune Board 
and many growers are routinely involved 
in evaluating advanced selections. 

Seedlings are grown initially in the 
glasshouse then transferred to commercial 
nurseries for care until they are planted in 
a seedling block, where crosses are close 
planted for tree and fruit assessment. 

Any plants that don’t stand up to tree  
vigour and fruit quality standards 
are culled. 

There is also a trial block where trees 
showing promise are grafted and grown 
for assessment and further breeding. 
Trees are bred for tree shape, fruit size 
and quality and to extend the season with 
various harvest and blossom windows. 

Prune production
I was fortunate to have Franz Neiderholzer, 
a farm adviser in Yuba City, show me 
some of the orchards in Sutter County 
including some young Sutter plantings.

Californian growers are the largest 
producers of prunes in the world. 

It was reassuring to discover that they 
face the same issues as Australian 
growers – climate change increasing 
energy costs and marketing. 

Californian prunes – a force to be 
reckoned with

On route to the 11th International Prune Association Congress in France, Australian 
Prune Industry Association (APIA) Industry Development Manager Anne Mooney 
took the opportunity to visit California and learn more about their prune industry.  

Lindauer ranch, Red Bluff California.



prune farm are 
fairly unique among 
Californian prune 
producers, but are 
proving to work well.

Whereas most 
orchards in California 
use flood irrigation or 
microjet sprinklers, 
the Lindauer family 
has chosen to use 
buried trickle. The 
family has found 
this practice allows 
more efficient use 
of water, with water 
and nutrients applied directly to the root 
zone and no loss through evaporation. 

Fertigation is strictly controlled 
with plant nutrition requirements 
assessed by leaf analysis.

Each week the amount of moisture in 
the soil and the leaves of the plant is 
tested with a pressure bomb. A cut leaf 
including the stem, is placed inside the 
pressure chamber and compressed air 

slowly added. The 
point at which sap is 
forced up the xylem 
and out of the cut 
stem is equal and 
opposite to the water 
potential of the leaf.

This weekly 
monitoring of water 
potentials takes the 
guess work out of 
irrigation scheduling 
and ensures water 
is applied when the 
levels within the 
plant indicate the 
slightest stress.

The latest information from California 
suggests that over 95% of the 
prunes grown in California are the 
Californian Improved French.

The standard of prune orchards in 
Yuba City and Chicco areas of the 
Sutter County, is varied. Some growers 
employ best practice methods in 
prune production, while others do not. 
A large number of growers still flood 
irrigate and use minimal pruning. 

The majority of trees that I saw were 
under 20 years old and not overly tall. 
There were several plantings of Sutter 
in theses regions, but they are small in 
comparison to Improved French. The 
trees are yet to come into full production, 
and in some cases young plantings of 
Sutter have already been removed.

Lindauer Ranch 
A highlight of my stay in California was a 
visit to Lindauer Ranch at Red Bluff, about 
an hour and a half drive north of Yuba City. 

Ken Lindauer and his family operate an 
innovative and successful prune orchard 
and drying facility. The practices at this 

Monitoring is very important and an 
industry scout regularly monitors the 
orchards for pests and disease. Integrated 
pest and disease management is practiced 
and if possible, harmful sprays avoided.

Throughout the property there is 
evidence of strict adherence to good 
orchard hygiene. With irrigation pipes 
buried beneath the surface, blocks 
can be cross-slashed to help weed 
control. Suckers are removed by hand 
or by wand application of chemicals.

Care is taken with all chemical application 
and to prevent excess spray being applied 
an airblast sprayer was modified with 
laser technology. Any gaps in the row 
where trees are missing are detected 
and the spray stream automatically 
switched off, saving spray and cost 
of chemicals. The lasers also monitor 
tree height and can switch off the 
upper nozzles for smaller trees.

With about 50% of the global market, 
the Californian industry is a force 
to be reckoned with. The Australian 
prune industry could learn much 
from their American colleagues.  
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“A Revolution in the Nailing of Grape Covers”

The Ringnail Fastener
Tony Lando 0418 346 352  •  Ph/Fax: (03) 5023 7527  •  E: tony@ringnail.com.au  •  www.ringnail.com.au

Unlike the traditional nail which tears the plastic covers with it’s sharp head, the 
Ringnail pierces the covers EFFORTLESSLY, with no damage to the covers.

Revolution in the Nailing ofRevolution in the Nailing of  GGrape Coverape Coverr

LLando 0418 346 352  •  Ph/Fax: (03) 5023 7527  •  E: tony@ringnail.com.au  • ando 0418 346 352  •  Ph/Fax: (03) 5023 7527  •  E: tony@ringnail.com.au  • wwwwww.r.riinnggnanaiil.com.l.com.aa

Unlike Unlike tthhe tre traadditional nail itional nail wwhhicichh tears  tears tthhe e pplastic covers witlastic covers withh it’s  it’s sshhararpp  hheaeadd
Ringnail pierces the coversRingnail pierces the covers EFFOREFFORTLESSLTLESSLYY, with no damage to the co, with no damage to the covvYYYY

Available from

and other leading stores.

This airblast spray rig has been modified with laser technology 
to reduce chemical wastage where there are gaps in the row, 
or smaller trees.

Each week the amount of water in prune leaves is tested with 
a pressure bomb at Lindauer Ranch.
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Sunbeam leading revival in vine fruit interest

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

Sunbeam’s strong commitment is to 
growers who wish to continue to supply 
or expand their dried fruit production. 
All contracted growers should take the 
opportunity to review their contract 
position with a Sunbeam representative 
to ensure they get the best prices and 
terms.

Favourable outlook for Angas 
Park dried tree fruit
The outlook for some horticultural crops 
in the Riverland of South Australia 
remains depressed, but this certainly 
does not apply for dried apricots and 
peaches. 

Angas Park’s consistent demand for 
these wonderful products has seen 
prices rise strongly for the last three 
years. Growers can plan production 
for 2010 with even more confidence 
as Angas Park has made an early 
commitment that prices for dried apricots 
and dried peaches will at least be equal 
to the high prices paid in 2009.

South Australian fruit growers should 
consider planting apricots and peaches 
for drying. Not only are prices staying 
strong, but now there is also much 
greater potential to lift net returns. 

In recent years the basics for producing 
dried tree fruit have changed radically 
with: 
■ High density plantings that allow 

most of the fruit to be picked from the 
ground in two or three picks.

■ Drip irrigation that optimises water use.
■ New consistent cropping varieties 

giving growers the best chance of 
maximising quality and price. For 
example, the newly releases Riverbrite 
apricot provides at least a 30% 
improvement of fresh to dry ratio with 
large size fruit that matures uniformly. 

Global prune supply increases 

The prune harvest is under way in 

the United States and a good crop 
is anticipated although early reports 
indicate that there may be a problem 
with small fruit size. This combined 
with a large crop in Chile and Argentina 
earlier this year and a stronger Australian 
dollar has seen imported prunes entering 
Australia at low prices. 

The larger world supply is of concern 
as we head towards the 2010 prune 
harvest, but pricing to Angas Park 
growers will also depend on the volume 
of the prune crop in the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area (MIA). 

The danger period of heat blast at 
blossom that caused a major crop 
shortfall last year is almost here. Prune 
growers need to be managing their crops 
to produce large sized fruit once past this 
critical period of fruit set.

A detailed report on prune markets and 
outlook will be provided at the Australian 
Prune Industry Association (APIA) 
Conference to be held in Griffith on 22 
October. 

In addition Angas Park Operations 
Manager Peter Manning will be 
presenting on the key quality factors that 
impact on how prunes process and pit.

Sunbeam and Angas Park Contacts:

Chris Ellis General Manager Fruit 
Supply: (03) 5051 4403    
or 0419 896 970

David Swain Supply and Receivals 
Manager: (03) 5051 4402    
or 0407 834 044

Colin Farey South Australia Fruit Supply: 
0417 875 149

Alan Lister: Field Officer:   
0409 437 801

Peter Thompson, Field Officer:  
0429 960 234

Bob Jaensch, South Australia:  
0427 337 619

This past season has been a pleasant 
change for the dried fruits industry – with 
improved global prices and Sunbeam 
receiving more fruit, growers who 
supplied Sunbeam were rewarded with 
good returns. The momentum built over 
the last year will continue as Sunbeam 
has taken three actions to enhance 
grower profitability and ensure it has 
access to premium Australian vine fruit.

1. A continuing offer of grower 
supply contracts that include high 
underwritten prices for all grades.

2. Sunbeam’s significant investment of 
$2.5 million in processing plant and 
equipment to enhance fruit quality and 
cost effectiveness.

3. Sunbeam’s large marketing investment 
to strongly link consumers to Australian 
vine fruit through the Sunbeam brand.

Growers’ confidence has now further 
increased as Sunbeam has stated that its 
contracted dried vine fruit growers will 
receive prices in 2010 at least equal to 
the high prices paid for the 2009 harvest. 
We know growers value strong prices 
and reliable payment. 

With respect to fruit marketing, 
Sunbeam’s export program, utilising 
the higher grade fruit, is continuing 
as planned to our long-term export 
customers. Sunbeam’s security of supply 
to export customers has been built 
around our consistent standard of fruit 
grading.

Recently there has been commentary 
that the dried fruit industry may be 
overwhelmed by increased supply as 
wine grape growers change to dried 
production. Growers should note that 
Sunbeam’s continuing offer of high 
priced supply contracts cannot continue 
indefinitely. Sunbeam has committed 
to higher contracted prices and will 
seek sufficient quantity of fruit of the 
appropriate quality to supply our markets. 

Lifting the lid on high fertiliser prices
Australian farmers will take great heart 
from a recommendation for independent 
collection and distribution of international 
price information on fertiliser products – 
both here and overseas.

National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
Chief Executive Officer Ben Fargher said 
the NFF had presented evidence to the 
Senate Select Committee on Agricultural 
and Related Industries last November 
that showed while domestic fertiliser 
prices were rising the world price was, in 
fact, plummeting.

“Our farmers were concerned something 
was seriously amiss in the local market 
and disturbed by the growing disconnect 
between global and domestic prices of 
fertiliser,” Mr Fargher said. 

“That impression was backed-up by 
reports that Urea prices had been as high 
as $1303 per tonne in Australia, despite 
the global downturn showing the price 
had slumped from USD$850 to less than 
USD$300.”

He said fertiliser prices represented up to 

11% of farm input costs, and had a big 
influence on farm productivity. 

“We are overjoyed that the committee 
has acted on the NFF’s recommendation 
and will call upon ABARE (Australian 
Bureau of Resource Economics) to keep 
tabs on fertiliser market movements.

“This recommendation for new 
transparency in price fluctuations should 
give farmers much greater confidence 
that they are not being ripped off and 
enable them to make informed choices 
about their purchases.”



■ Develop an enabling environment 
in which Australian table grape 
enterprises can best operate.

Within this framework the strategies will 
be identified and developed to a level that 
will involve funding a number of actions. 
These actions will be set out within the 
document.

As part of the process to develop these 
strategies and actions, a series of 
consultation meetings will be held in the 
producing states. 

Note that due to the constraints of 
available funding, the Strategic Plan will 
not address every issue of concern or 
opportunity facing the industry; however 
the allocation of funds to competing 
strategies will be made to deliver the 
best return on the invested funds. This 
will be done by considering the cost of 
the project and the benefit of the output 
when taken up by the industry. 

This is a complex and difficult task, but 
it is important to provide the rationale 
behind the funding investments in one 
project and not another, over the next five 
year period. 

It is not proposed to follow the 
documented strategies blindly, for we all 
know that the world is a volatile place 
and unforeseeable circumstances may 
dictate the funding of urgent work. 

This does not devalue the planning 
exercise undertaken as we must ensure 
the investments we are funding are 
the best we can make to support the 
financial viability of businesses in the 
Australian table grape industry. 

Enhanced knowledge, new varieties, 
better packaging or improved irrigation 
efficiency will not assist industry 
participants until they choose to adopt 
them and so the communication of 
developments resulting from the plan is 
important. 

To assist in developing the industry 
program for extending the outputs of the 
R&D program Richard de Vos has been 

The Australian 
Table Grape 
Association 
(ATGA) and 
Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) 
have commenced 
the process of 
developing a 
new strategic 
plan for the table 
grape industry 
to guide the R&D 
and Promotional 

activities over the next five years.

A meeting of the ATGA Executive with 
HAL staff was held in Sydney to develop 
the framework for the Strategic Plan. This 
included developing the industry mission 
which it was agreed should be ‘Australian 
table grapes – the preferred fruit of world 
consumers’.

The working group agreed the new 
mission statement succinctly provided the 
direction and impetus the industry needed 
to take. That is, a market-driven approach 
based on meeting consumer needs. The 
vision is to place Australian table grapes 
at the forefront of consumer preference, 
both domestically and internationally.

It was recognised that the industry plan 
needed to have the market acknowledge 
the inherent quality of Australian 
produced table grapes that were superior 
product in terms of flavour and texture, 
and that size alone was not a strong 
indicator of a good eating experience. 

The purpose of the Strategic Plan is 
to document the knowledge, product, 
equipment, services and other outputs 
required to deliver the best return on 
the investment of the statutory R&D and 
Marketing levies. The ultimate goal – that 
the investment contributes towards the 
financial wellbeing of Australian table 
grape businesses. 

These outputs and the strategies to be 
implemented to deliver them will be 
grouped under four major goals. These 
are:
■ Increase demand for Australian table 

grapes.
■ Increase the return from the marketing 

of Australian table grapes.
■ Improve the application of resources 

used to produce, pack, transport and 
merchandise Australian table grapes 
by increasing efficiency, controlling 
cost and managing risk throughout the 
supply chain.

asked to assess industry development. 
As part of this process a survey will 
be conducted to ascertain the manner 
in which industry participants prefer 
to receive information. A program of 
Industry Development Officers will 
also be an option considered for future 
investment.

To plan for the future, a strong grasp on 
the present situation facing the industry, 
and where trends and other information 
indicate where we will be in the future, 
is needed. The horticultural industries’ 
investment in Future Focus, the Strategic 
Plan for Australian Horticulture, has been 
very valuable in providing this analysis 
and can be accessed on the internet at 
www.futurefocus.org.au.

In addition to this analysis of horticulture’s 
future, detailed research specific to 
marketing table grapes has been 
evaluated and workshops conducted 
to develop the strategic direction for 
investing marketing levies during the life 
of the plan.

The working group and the ATGA have 
commended the contribution of the HAL 
Marketing Manager, Agnes Barnard, 
in developing and documenting the 
domestic marketing component of the 
Strategic Plan. 

During 2009/10, the promotion activities 
and creative developed to implement 
the strategy will be tested in New South 
Wales before a larger investment is made 
on a national promotion program. 

The working group overseeing 
the development of the plan urge 
participation in the planning process 
and welcome the contributions of all 
who want to put forward strategies and 
actions to implement them. In doing this 
the focus must be on investing in areas 
we can obtain a positive result in, and not 
on issues that are beyond the industry’s 
ability to influence.

The ATGA and HAL want a strong 
Strategic Plan that will deliver the outputs 
needed to take the Australian table 
grape industry forward and improve its 
competitiveness against our international 
competitors and against other fruits. Our 
goal, to make Australian table grapes the 
preferred fruit of world consumers.
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Table grape industry 
strategic plan

Horticulture Australia (HAL) update

HAL Industry  
Services Manager,  
Ross Skinner 

“It was agreed the 
industry mission 

should be ‘Australian 
table grapes – the 

preferred fruit of world 
consumers’. ”
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Western Australian leader 
shows the way

fruit production, with Dawn Seedless, 
Crimson Seedless, Midnight Beauty and 
Red Globe varieties in the ground.

“We start harvesting in early February 
and continue through till the end of April 
and sometimes early May,” Mr Fahl 
said.

Growing grapes in the 
SouthWest
Growing table grapes in the Southwest 
region of WA has some challenges. 

Vineyards in the Southwest are quite 
isolated and silver eyes and parrots 
tend to flock to the fruit. Growers in 
the region have realised this and most 
vineyards and orchards are netted.

“Netting doubles the cost of 
establishing a vineyard, but we wouldn’t 
have a crop without it,” Mr Fahl said.

Aside from keeping birds out and 
allowing 100% of fruit to be picked, 
the netting has some less obvious 
advantages, providing protection from 
the wild winds and reducing water use.

Mr Fahl said strong Easterly winds 
could be a problem in the region in 

Born and bred on a banana and mango 
plantation in Carnarvon, Roger Fahl is 
no stranger to horticulture.

Moving south for school, he later took 
up an apprenticeship in refrigeration 
and fitting and met wife Elizabeth.

Elizabeth came from a beef operation 
at Coolup 1.5 hours drive south of 
Perth, in Western Australia’s Southwest 
region. Her father was keen to have the 
children do something other than beef 
on the farm and at the time Red Globe 
was just taking off in WA as a variety 
with a big future.

“We heard good things about Red Globe 
from my family and friends back in 
Carnarvon and saw an opportunity to 
extend the table grape season into the 
later months, and hopefully make a 
dollar or two in the process,” he said.

“So we gravitated back to farming and 
in 1997 planted three hectares of Red 
Globe. Today we have 15ha of table 
grapes and a further 12ha of kiwifruit. 

“My father-in-law still has beef on 
the property, but we have focused on 

Spring and Summer, but the nets 
reduced wind speed by up to 70%, and 
as a result they didn’t suffer much wind 
damage.

“We also find that by keeping the wind 
out, evaporation losses are minimised 
and the crop doesn’t require as much 
water as it might if grown outside the 
nets,” he said.

“In Summer most of the nets provide 
about 15% shade which takes the edge 
of an extremely hot day so that we don’t 
get a lot of sunburnt fruit. It’s also much 
more pleasant to work under the nets 
rather than in the direct sun.”

Another challenge for growers in the 
Southwest and Swan Valley regions of 
WA is the growing population and urban 
sprawl.

“There is an increasing pressure 
for land and water to accommodate 
Perth’s growing population. As a result 
councils are hiking up the land and 
water rates of traditional farming areas 
around Mandurah in the Southwest and 

Grower profile

Roger Fahl takes a break from pruning on his Coolup property in Western Australia’s Southwest.



budburst 
and ensure harvest 
maturity is consistent.

“We also spend a lot of time monitoring 
fruit in the lead up to harvest. About 
four weeks before harvest is due we 
start measuring Brix levels on a weekly 
basis and as harvest approaches the 
frequency increases to a daily test.”

Mr Fahl said that although there was 
some initial resentment, the maturity 
standards program had proven to be 
a big bonus for Western Australian 
growers and the challenge was meeting 
the growing demand.

In 1999/2000 WA consumed 2,000 
tonnes, or about 1.5 kilograms/head. 
This has grown to 7,000t and almost 
3kg/head in the last season. Prices 
have remained stable or in most cases, 
increased during that time. 

Mr Fahl said the industry spent a lot 
of time eyeing off export markets and 
there was not a lot of credence given to 
the domestic market. In the meantime, 
countries like Chile have recognised the 
potential of Australia’s domestic market 
and are fighting to get in here.

“We have a good product that people 
like, provided it’s sweet, and if we can’t 
produce that, we should get out of the 
industry,” he said.

Caversham and West Swan in the Swan 
Valley,” Mr Fahl said.

“We can, and may be forced to, relocate 
the farm here in Coolup, but we 
can’t relocate the water, and 
that is an issue of greater 
concern with no real 
solutions as yet.”

Quality is 
essential
One of the 
advantages of 
producing fruit 
so late in the 
season is that 
production 
comes on line 
as the peak 
supply period 
draws to a 
close, Mr Fahl 
said.  

“But to take 
advantage of any 
price advantage 
associated with the fall in 
supply most of our product 
goes into cool storage for six to 
12 weeks.

“To ensure that fruit stands up to that 
time frame in storage we must have 
good quality product and our cold chain 
handling has to be spot on,” he said

The Western Australian industry has 
been proactive when it comes to 
eating quality and has implemented a 
set of minimum maturity standards to 
eliminate sour, immature fruit from the 
market. 

The standards are based primarily on 
brix (sugar) levels in the berries as this 
is easily measured in the vineyard with 
a handheld refractometer. High acid 
varieties that fail to meet the minimum 
brix levels may be deemed marketable 
if they comply with the minimum 
sugar:acid ratio. 

As Chairman of Table Grapes WA and 
the Agricultural Producers Commission 
(APC) Growers Committee which funds 
table grape promotion and inspection 
services in WA, Mr Fahl is actively 
involved in the maturity program.

“A key to the success of the program 
is the inspection and monitoring 
systems in place. Fruit can be inspected 
anywhere at any time,” he said. 

“We spend a lot of time in Spring to 
improve the consistency of maturity 
among the block. We apply Dormex 
to Dawn Seedless to create an even 

Going 
forward 

with new 
varieties

The table grape industry has 
certainly moved ahead since the 

introduction of seedless varieties.

The Fahls are a test grower for 
Sunworld, and as mother vines come 
out of quarantine they are established 
and tested on the Coolup property.

“We will also obtain new varieties from 
ARC in South Africa once they leave 
quarantine and through ANFIC have 
access to material from Israel’s Volcain 
institute,” Mr Fahl said. 

“As an industry we are mainly 
interested in early and late white, red 
and black seedless varieties that extend 
the season that little bit longer.”

Mr Fahl said that with the demise of the 
CSIRO breeding program the number 
of new varieties available to growers in 
Australia will be limited.

“One of the most disappointing aspects 
is the varieties released through CSIRO 
were available to all Australian growers, 
whereas most of the material will now 
come from private breeding programs 
and closed loop marketing programs 
which comes at a greater cost to 
growers and reduces their flexibility of 
marketing.

“Still we continue to search for that 
elusive variety that like Red Globe and 
Crimson Seedless, will transform the 
industry with benefits for us all.”
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Free Standing V orchard 
– getting it right in the 

first year

18

The first couple of years are the most 
important in the life of an orchard as 
this is when the framework of the trees 
are established in preparation for future 
fruit production. 

Apricots planted at high density for a 
Free Standing V orchard need to be 
properly pruned and limbs trained 
so that the new trees form the 
characteristic ‘V’ shape for optimum 
production into the future.

The primary aim of the first year is to 
establish tree structure and develop 
fruiting wood for the following season. 

The first step is to make a heading cut 
directly after planting in Winter. 

The height at which the heading cut is 
made will determine the future trunk 
height. 

In most cases a heading cut at 50-
60 centimetres or about knee height 
is adequate. However, if considering 
mechanical harvesting in the future, a 
straight trunk of 60-80cm is required. 

Flowers and shoots develop along the 
stem of the trunk during Spring. 

All flowers need to be stripped from the 
tree as do the shoots from the lower 
half to two thirds of trunk. At least eight 
shoots at the top of the tree have to be 
retained as the four leaders to form the 
shape of the tree will be selected from 
these shoots.

Any suckers that may grow from the 
rootstock also need to be removed 
to encourage the growth of the eight 
retained shoots.

Selecting four leaders
The eight retained shoots on the upper 
part of the new tree should be allowed 
to grow to a length of 15 to 20cm. 

Select four shoots of equal size and 
vigour to establish the main framework 
of the tree. 

Limbs that originate directly opposite 
each other on the trunk place a lot of 
pressure on the trunk and are more 
prone to breakages. Where possible, 
the selected limbs should be well 
spaced around, and along the height of 
the trunk. 

The top two shoots should never be 
selected because they are the most 
vigorous and will create an imbalance 
in the tree if they are selected as the 
leaders.

Tree shape
As the name suggests, trees trained 
to a Free Standing V form a ‘V’ shape 
when viewed down the row. 

In rows planted in a North-South 
direction, two limbs are trained to the 
East and two limbs trained to the West. 
More particularly, the limbs are evenly 
spaced with one limb oriented to the 
North-West, another to the South-West, 

A B C
Following a knee high heading cut at planting shoots begin to develop during 
Spring (A). These shoots and plum suckers need to be removed (B) to encourage 
limb development from the top of trunk. A tree guard (C) provides protection from 
rabbit and spray damage.
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and Eastern sides of the trees in North–
South oriented rows. The shoots need 
to be secured to the stakes to prevent 
movement and sag using adjustable 
‘easi-ties’.

Bamboo stakes are often used because 
they are relatively cheap. Stakes should 
measure 1.8 metres long and be 20-22 
millimetres thick. Longer and thicker 
stakes cost more, but provide greater 
support for the developing limbs.

the third to the North-East and fourth to 
the South-East. 

The main limbs of the trees are trained 
to have an angle of 50-60° within the 
V. If the angle of these major limbs is 
flatter, it will result in vigorous upright 
growth along the length of the limbs 
and increase the potential for limb 
breakages and issues associated with 
shading. 

Stakes help direct growth and prop up 
limbs carrying early crops until they are 
strong enough to support themselves 
and the crop that they will carry.

Staking
Mature trees are free standing, but 
young trees need to be staked for the 
first couple of years. 

Four stakes need to be positioned 
around each tree at an angle no greater 
than 60° to support all four of the 
selected shoots on both the Western 

Four bamboo stakes need to be positioned around each tree at an angle no greater 
than 60° to support all four of the selected shoots.

Stakes encourage uniformity and allow early cropping without tree shape being compromised.

Rubber easi-ties are a good way of 
securing limbs to stakes.

Hardwood and plastic stakes may also 
be used as they are stronger and more 
durable than bamboo and as a result 
can be reused in subsequent plantings. 
However, their expense is hard to justify 
for one off plantings.

It is important to note that shoots that 
grow from the main limbs oriented in 
a more horizontal direction are less 
vigorous, but are likely to be more fruitful 
than shoots that are growing vertically.

Training and management of trees in 
year two of a Free Standing V orchard 
will be presented in the November/
December issue of The Vine.

“Stakes help direct 
growth and prop up 
limbs carrying early 
crops until they’re 
strong enough to 

support themselves.”
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The most recent contracts written are 
based on the whole property with the 
total production having a guaranteed 
minimum price over the term of the 
contract. 

Specified tonnage contracts have 
also been written, however they are 
generally less popular among both 
growers and processors. The main 
reason for this is that the grower may 
be disadvantaged because there is no 
guarantee of delivery or price on any 
‘over production’ tonnage.

Processors are keen to meet with any 
new or existing growers who may be 
considering converting back to dried 
fruit to discuss redevelopment plans 
and how to tailor a contract to meet 
grower requirements through the 
redevelopment phase.

Converting a patch
Before starting work on changing 
wine varieties over to dried varieties 
there are a number of matters to be 
considered. 

This article assumes that any new 
conversion or replanting will be 
grown on a cordon-based system 
and preferably Swingarm trellis. All 
growers are urged to make contact with 
processors to coordinate contracts and 
determine the preferred variety to plant. 
It may also be advisable to contact 
contract harvesters and wetters if they 
are to be used to ensure access to 

Not all grape growers specialise in 
growing only dried fruit. Some have 
diversified and now grow wine grapes 
as well as other crops. Unfortunately 
some of these growers are being 
advised by wineries that their grapes 
are no longer required, or that their 
contracts won’t be renewed.

Growers in this situation have a number 
of options to consider, including:
■ Sell their water and get out of 

farming.
■ Stop watering wine grapes and 

instead use the water on the dried 
varieties. This will reduce the total 
amount of water to be purchased to 
finish the dried crop.

■ Consider growing another crop type.
■ Remove wine varieties and plant new 

dried grape varieties.
■ Top-work the wine varieties to dried 

varieties.

For those growers who operate a mixed 
enterprise producing both wine and 
dried fruit, some of these conversion 
considerations relating to upgrading 
of the trellis system may be relevant 
as changing to the latest dried grape 
production methods will enhance 
profitability.

Market outlook and prices
The short to medium term outlook for 
dried fruits is positive, as evidenced by 
processors offering contracts for five 
years and beyond. 

the property and headlands are 
adequate. 

Quality and quantity
Australian marketers seek to maximise 
returns from the domestic and export 
markets by supplying high quality, 
differentiated products at premium 
prices. The high quality and light colour 
are the main features that distinguish 
Australian dried fruit from our 
competitors. 

Growers not only focus on quality, 
but also seek to maximise their 
total production in order to remain 
economically sustainable.

Viruses
While there is a high risk of viral 
infection when top-working vines, it is 
generally considered that some wine 
grape varieties can be successfully top-
worked to dried grapes. 

Care needs to be taken to avoid wine 
grape varieties that are still infected 
with viruses as these are not suitable 
for top-working to dried grapes due to 
an adverse impact on production. In 
such circumstances, removal of the old 
wine varieties and replanting may be 
the best option.

Interstocks
Most growers would use the old grape 
vine as an interstock to put a chip bud 
or peg graft into. However, like viruses, 
interstocks reduce the potential yield of 
the dried fruit variety, although to what 
extend has not been quantified. 

Physical condition of the old 
trellis and patch
In most cases, modern wine grape 
plantings between both vines and 
rows are closer than is normally 
recommended for use with Swingarm 
trellis. In addition, the size of the posts 
used in the trellis system is smaller 
than that recommended for use with 
Swingarm trellis.

Vine spacing

Depending on soil depth, the distance 
between vines can vary be between 
3.0 metres to 4.8m, with the optimal 
distance being approximately 3.7m – 
4.3m.

Row spacings

Any row spacing greater than 3.0m is 
suitable for Swingarm trellis, with 3.3m 
recommended as the industry standard. 

Tips for converting a patch of vines 
to a cordon system

Industry development update

These wine grapes have had the cordons removed by a mechanical shredder in 
preparation for top working.



Controlling the cordon growth

Once the graft has successfully taken, 
care needs to be taken to control its 
growth. With all the sap flow now going 
to this single shoot, its growth can be 
massive. As the cordon extends along 
the wire, this rapid growth creates long 
internode spaces so there are less buds 
along the cordon, reducing the number 
of potential sites for replacement canes 
to grow from. 

Cordon growth is difficult to control 
although some growers suggest that 
restricting irrigation may be a method of 
slowing vine growth down, a technique 
that only works when there is no 
significant rainfall to counteract the 
measure.

Unevenness of top-working

There is only one real opportunity to 
top-work vines. If the initial grafting is 
not successful, the patch will be uneven 
in its development. 

The missed grafts may not seem an 
issue as it is possible to grow a new 
shoot from the vine and place a green 
graft into the new shoot. However, this 
will put this vine out of production for 
the following season, which makes the 
management of the first crop summer 
pruned difficult to manage, especially if 
there is no access to drying racks. 

If the grafting has been poor and the 
patch is uneven in its cropping, the 
options could be to hand pick the 
juvenile crop and summer prune the 
balance, or hand-pick all of the crop for 
the year until all the vines are ready for 
summer pruning. 

Another extreme option could be to 
abort the entire crop and concentrate 
on fully establishing all the cordons and 

Post size

Most wine grapes have been 
established on trellises using green 
(CCA) 2.4m long 7.6-10 centimetre (3-4 
inch) diameter treated posts. These 
will have been vigorously shaken by 
a winegrape harvester over the years, 
with some completely broken and 
others badly cracked at ground level. 

A thorough examination of all posts is 
recommended.

Swingarm trellis posts need to be at 
least 1.7m high and ideally 1.8-1.9m 
for ease of harvesting.

It may be best to remove all the posts 
and start again using the larger 10-
12.5cm (4-5 inch) diameter posts 
throughout or as a mix with the 
sound old posts. This is an important 
consideration, especially if the vine and 
row plantings are too close.

Rootstock suitability

Due to their inherent vigour, Ramsey 
and Paulson are the preferred 
rootstocks for use with summer 
pruning. If the existing vines are not 
planted on a vigorous rootstock then 
they should not be converted for trellis 
drying.

Development of suckers

Vines must be carefully assessed for 
sucker growth before the top of a vine 
is cut off. 

On a poorly disbudded rootstock, where 
there has been the occasional sucker 
grow, and sometimes where there has 
been no suckering the latent buds may 
burst due to the massive supporting 
root system. Once suckers have shot, 
they are almost impossible to eliminate 
and creates a management burden to 
control them.
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GRAFTED
VINES – 2009

Black American 
on Kober 5BB

Crimson Seedless 
on Richter 99

Crimson Seedless 
on Kober 5BB

Crimson Seedless on 
Schwarzmann

Red Globe on Dog 
Ridge (metre high)
Menindee Seedless 

on Paulsen
Menindee Seedless 

on Freedom
Menindee Seedless 
on Schwarzmann

Menindee Seedless 
on Kober 5BB

Menindee Seedless 
on Ramsey

Menindee Seedless on H5 
Sultana (metre high)

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

A dried grape variety growing on Swingarm trellis, grafted onto a young Chardonnay 
vine on Ramsey rootstock. 

■  CONTINUED PAGE 22  ■
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strainer posts for 
their Swingarm 
trellis can expect 
to pay somewhere 
in the order of 
$20,000 per 
hectare. 

To top-work 
wine grapes to 
dried grapes, the 
estimated cost is 
about $17,500/ha.

In both options, 
these costs can 
be spread over 
several years to 
assist cash flow. 

If any of the 
above issues apply making top-working 
unsuitable, the best option would be to 
plant new grafted vines. 

Changing trellis option for 
dried varieties
Not all conversions are from wine 
grapes. Some older dried fruit vines are 
grown on Tee trellis and would benefit 
from conversion to a cordon-based 
system, and ultimately Swingarm trellis. 
However, this is only an option where 
the existing vines are vigorous.

Some of the issues raised in the 
conversion of wine grapes to dried 
grapes also apply when changing trellis 
types for dried varieties. 

Importantly, as the vines are already 
established to dried grape varieties, 
the vines only need to be converted 

replacement canes for the following 
season. It is recommended that a 
reputable professional grafter be 
engaged to graft the patch to achieve 
the best results.

Post grafting care 

As the graft can grow rapidly and create 
a heavy load on the graft union, utmost 
care needs to be taken to ensure that 
the new growth is fully supported and 
wrapped along the trellis wire. Strong 
and whirly winds through the patch 
at this time can have more impact on 
the unevenness of the patch than poor 
grafting result.

Costs of establishment

Growers wanting to remove the old 
vines and trellis, but retain the existing 

to the cordon system. This is provided 
post size, vine and post spacings are 
appropriate for Swingarm trellis.

There are a number of options for 
converting Tee trellised vines to a 
cordon system. One such option is 
outlined in a step-by-step guide in the 
March/April 2009 edition of The Vine.

Another alternative may be to use 
a cordon and vertically capture the 
fruiting canes. Although not considered 
ideal, this method can allow a cheaper 
entry into growing dried fruit. 

If considering this type of trellis, 
growers must be aware there are a 
number of compromises made which 
include: 

■ Reduced sunlight exposure onto 
replacement canes, especially for 
sultanas.

■ Clumping of fruit, which makes 
wetting of sultanas and Sunmuscat 
difficult.

■ Extended drying time, due to heavy 
clumping of bunches.

■ Difficulties and risks associated with 
chemical cordon bunch removal and 
mechanised cutting.

Once established, this trellis type could 
be cropped for a few years to establish 
a renewed cash flow and then trellis 
frames can be retro-fitted to convert 
to the more efficient and less labour 
intensive Swingarm trellis.

Like young vines, cordons need to be extended slowly to 
maximise bud size.

Suckers can grow from latent buds after the top of the vine is removed 

■  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22  ■
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Table grapes now the largest exporter 
of fresh horticulture product

innovations and 
market intelligence 
and access issues 
for the table grape 
industry. 

The success of 
the conference 
will depend 
upon grower 
participation 
so I encourage 
everyone to make 
the effort to attend 
on the 16-18 
September. 

Further information 
is contained on 
page 9 of The 
Vine and you can 
download a registration brochure from the 
ATGA website www.atga.com.au.

Market access
Biosecurity Australia has received a 
revised Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) from 
China’s General Administration of Quality 
Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine 
(AQSIQ). This follows on from the technical 
workshop held in Shanxi, China which the 
Australian Table Grape Association (ATGA) 
attended in April. 

The draft PRA includes pests and diseases 
of concern to China that are pertinent to 
Australia. 

The ATGA and Biosecurity Australia will 
consult with industry to develop a list of 
suggested control and risk management 
options and operational measures. 
Biosecurity Australia will then prepare a 
technical response for China’s AQSIQ. 

There are still a number of issues for 
various pests that we need to work 
through with China, but Biosecurity 
Australia has indicated they are very 
pleased with the progress to date and that 
the issues raised by China in the draft PRA 
are not insurmountable.

Current statistics 
being collated 
show the table 
grape industry 
has had one of 
its best seasons 
for a number of 
years. 

This boost is just 
what the industry 
needed following 
several difficult 
years. 

It is a result of a number of factors, 
including grower diligence with respect to 
fruit quality.

The Sunraysia season was slow to 
commence domestically but quickly 
picked up to record good results. 

Overseas demand for Australian product 
was high and this is partly because our 
southern hemisphere competitors simply 
didn’t have their usual volume of product 
available. This increased our window 
of opportunity into Asian countries by a 
number of weeks.

Once buyers had sampled Aussie grapes, 
it was the high quality that kept them 
asking for more. 

Australian exporters were also blessed 
with favourable exchange rate for much of 
the season, making Aussie grapes more 
affordable. 

The end result is that table grapes is 
now the most valuable fresh horticultural 
commodity exported from Australia, 
earning close to $190 million. 

Citrus is the next largest commodity group 
with about $160 million worth of exports 
and almonds are on the way up with close 
to $110 million worth of exports.

Conference
The organisation for 7th Australian Table 
Grape Conference has now been finalised 
and been confirmed for the 16-18 
September at the Quality Hotel Mildura 
Grand. 

A number of sponsors have now also 
been confirmed and it is excellent to see 
their support for the table grape industry. 

The conference promises to be a thought-
provoking and informative event that 
should not be missed by all interested 
table grape growers and affiliated parties. 

An excellent array of speakers from both 
Australia and the United States have 
agreed to participate to inform everyone 
of the latest production technologies and 

Biosecurity Australia has also advised 
that market access for cherries into Korea 
should be finalised by the end of the 
year, which paves the way for Korea to 
commence work on table grape market 
access. 

To the disappointment of Biosecurity 
Australia, Korea has previously given 
notification that they will only work on one 
market access application at a time. Once 
cherries have been finalised then table 
grapes will be the next priority. 

Table grapes are in a similar position 
with access to Japan. Currently Japan is 
working on access for grapefruit. Once 
that is finalised, work will commence on 
table grapes. 

Bilateral negotiation meetings with both 
Korea and Japan are planned for October 
and it is hoped progress will be made on 
market access applications.

Award modernisation update
At the time of writing it was pleasing to 
see Julia Gillard preparing to intervene in 
the new award modernisation similar to 
what occurred to the restaurant sector. 

After agreeing to give special treatment to 
the restaurant sector, Ms Gillard’s office 
has told the horticulture industry that the 
Deputy Prime Minister would intervene if 
she were satisfied that the “framework 
laid down by the government for award 
modernisation has not been followed”. 

Strong representation has been put 
forward to the Deputy Prime Minister’s 
office outlining the inflexibility and 
potential disastrous effect the award will 
have on the horticultural industry.

ATGA Chief Executive’s report

ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott

“Table grapes is now 
the most valuable 
fresh horticultural 

commodity exported 
from Australia, earning 
close to $190 million.”

ATGA Chairman Nick Muraca checks the quality of exported 
Australian grapes while in China.
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Currant imports are down by about 100t 
on same period last year, sultana imports 
are also down 809t on last year and 
other dried grapes (TSRs) have dropped 
by about 468t on the same period in 
2008/09. 

Indeed, the ABS data shows that there 
were no currant imports in June 2009. 
The ADFA considers that this cessation of 
currant imports was probably influenced 
by both the impending end of the financial 
year and duties now being applied to 
Greek currants.

In summary:

■ Currants     200t down 100t

■ Sultanas 6,299t down 809t

■ Others (TSRs) 1,938t down 468t

■ Total  8,437t 

Primary Industries Education 
Foundation
National Farmers Federation (NFF) 
President David Crombie recently 
participated as a member of a Selection 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association’s 
(ADFA) activities relating to the anti-
dumping action on imported Greek 
currants have continued over recent 
months. 

The ADFA and Sunbeam Foods have 
made a submission to Customs which is 
reinvestigating those parts of the original 
report and findings relating to material 
injury to Australian processors and dried 
currant growers. Customs is required to 
complete the reinvestigation and report to 
the Minister by 30 September 2009. 

The submission requested Customs to 
affirm the Minister’s original decision to 
impose interim duties on Greek exports of 
processed dried currants.

Importantly, the duty being applied to 
Greek currant imports remains in place.

Imports
Total dried grape imports for the four 
months to 30 June, 2009 dropped by 
1,377 tonnes to 8,437t compared to the 
same period in 2008/09.

Committee to appoint full-time Board 
Members to the Primary Industries 
Education Foundation (PIEF). The NFF is 
a founding member, and driving force 
behind the creation, of the PIEF – a 
not-for-profit company formed to provide 
stimulating, factual and educationally-
relevant materials about modern 
agriculture for primary and secondary 
schools. 

Through 2006 to 2009, the NFF has 
been instrumental in bringing together 
agricultural groups, educators, peak 
bodies and the Australian Government to 
pioneer this national resource to meet the 
educational needs of schools, teachers 
and students that transcend state-based 
curricula. 

The PIEF is expected to be fully 
operational by the end of 2009. 

More information on the PIEF is available 
at www.nff.org.au/policy/education-
training.html

Anti-dumping action on track

ADFA Board of Management news

Growers urged to attend Fair Work seminars
The National Farmers’ Federation 
(NFF), with support from the 
Australian Government, is holding 
90 free seminars across rural and 
remote Australia from 1 September 
2009 to help agricultural producers 
understand the changes to the 
workplace relations laws as a result of 
the new Fair Work Act 2009.

The NFF is providing educational 
materials through the Fair Work 
Information Booklet for Agricultural 
Producers and NFF Fair Work Fact 
Sheet, in addition to the seminars, 
so agricultural producers from all 
states and the Northern Territory can 
get first-hand information explaining 
the new national workplace relations 
laws.

Agricultural producers are urged to 
attend the seminars to gain valuable 
insight into the application of the new 
laws for employers, particularly the 
practical impacts on agriculture.

The changes to the Australian 
workplace relations laws – both 
those commencing from 1 July 2009 
and those coming into effect from 1 
January 2010 – are significant and 
will affect the day-to-day interaction 
between employers and employees.

The seminars will be presented by 

experienced agricultural workplace 
relations advisors and provide the 
opportunity for personal, one-on-one 
analysis of the new laws and how they 
apply in an industry-specific context.

The seminars are free and are open to all, 
however, will be focused on how the new 
laws operate in the agricultural sector. 
Areas covered include: the new National 
Employment Standards, unfair dismissal 
laws, modern awards and enterprise 
agreements.

A list of the seminars, listed month-
by-month and including locations, 
venues, dates and times, is available 
online at: www.nff.org.au or the 
Australian Government website at: www.
deewr.gov.au/WorkplaceRelations/

newworkplacerelationslaws/Pages/
default.aspx.

Agricultural producers unable to attend 
the seminars should download a copy 
of the Fair Work Information Booklet 
for Agricultural Producers and NFF Fair 
Work Fact Sheet from the NFF website 
or call the NFF on (02) 6273 3855 for 
hard copies.

“The changes to the 
Australian workplace 

relations laws are 
significant and will 

affect the day-to-day 
interaction between 

employers and 
employees.”

Seminar dates
Bunbury, WA: 18 September, 12pm 
– 2.30pm, Sanctuary Gold Resort, 
Old Coast Road, Pelican Point

Mildura, Vic: 22 September, 7pm 
- 9.30pm, Setts Bar & Function, 
110-114th St

Robinvale, Vic: 23 September, 
1pm - 3.30pm, Robinvale Golf Club, 
Murray Valley Hwy

Swan Hill, Vic: 23 September, 7pm - 
9.30pm, Grain Shed, 2-8 King St

Young, NSW: 8 October

Kadina, SA: 8 October

Griffith, NSW: 14 October

Euston, NSW: 15 October

St George, Qld: 21 October

Rockhampton, Qld: 18 November



Irrigation 
information 
sessions will 

again be held 
this coming   

                      season.

Organised by the Murray Valley 
commodity Industry Development Officers 
together with the extension staff from 
both the Victorian and New South Wales 
Departments of Primary Industries 
(DPI) the sessions are aimed at keeping 
growers fully informed of the outlook for 
allocations and water trade in the coming 
year.

Notices for these meetings will be emailed 
to members and possibly advertised in the 
local press. Posters will also be distributed 
at strategic notice boards throughout the 
district.

We urge all growers to attend the 
meetings as the information provided will 
assist with the decision making process 
on you property.

Converting from wine to dried 
expo
The wine industry has been forced to 
scale back production to reduce the 
excess supply on the market and help 
restore competitive prices. As a result a 
number of wine companies have advised 
growers that their grapes are no longer 
required, or are offering prices for fruit that 
are well below the cost of production. This 
difficult situation has left many wine grape 
growers searching for alternative crops to 
grow.

Since harvest, the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) and Sunbeam Foods 
have received an increasing number 
of enquiries seeking information about 
converting to dried grapes. 

To some, the improved prospect for 
dried grapes looks attractive, and the 
conversion to dried grape production 
could be relatively easy, considering they 
already have a lot of the infrastructure 
in place – an effective irrigation system, 
vines on a rootstock and trellises 
that can be converted for dried grape 
production.

To help wine grape growers make 
informed decisions, the Mildura Branch 
of the ADFA conducted an ‘expo’ about all 
aspects of converting from wine to dried 
grape production. 

Speakers for this information session were: 
■ Allan Long - Deputy Chairman ADFA – 

Direction of the industry and services 
provided by ADFA

■ Ivan Shaw – Why use Swingarm trellis? 
And its advantages

■ Gary Thomas – Chairman Victorian 
and Murray Valley Vine Improvement 
Association – Drying varieties and 
certified material available

■ John Hawtin – ADFA Industry 
Development Officer – Potential hazards 
of conversion

■ Ashley Johnstone – Mildura Branch 
member – Indicative cost of retrofitting 
and converting to Swingarm trellis 
and operating costs of a dried grape 
vineyard

■ David Swain Sunbeam Foods – Dried 
fruit market outlook and supply 
contracts

Growers were also introduced to other 
industry experts and Sunbeam’s field 
representatives. 

A BBQ followed and enabled those present 
to talk informally with the presenters, 
other dried grape growers and the other 
industries about some of the issues 
associated with growing dried grapes on 
Swingarm trellises.

Some dried grape growers may also be 
considering converting their Tee trellis to 
a cordon-based production system. Most 
of the information regarding conversion is 
relevant to both existing dried grapes and 
wine grapes.

Information on converting to Swingarm 
trellis is available through the ADFA for all 
interested growers.

Calculation tool for developing 
new patches
To help growers calculate their trellising 

and vine requirements for a new patch 
of vines, the ADFA has a small computer 
software calculating tool available. 

To use the tool and calculate the required 
trellis components growers need to enter 
the dimensions of the patch and row, vine 
and post spacings.

The tool can then calculate the cost of 
such a development, provided you input 
current prices from suppliers.

ADFA members have found the tool very 
useful for developing a budget, as required 
by the banks.

Electronic notices
In this era of electronic communication, 
the ADFA is appealing to members to 
supply it with both their email addresses 
and mobile phone numbers.

This will allow the ADFA to forward 
notices about important workshops and 
information sessions, and to send SMS 
reminders on the day. 

To effectively reach the membership it is 
important that members provide the ADFA 
with up-to date contact details to allow 
quick and effective communication about 
important issues.

Approved supplier program
The Dried Grape Approved supplier 
Program (DGASP) is part of the industry’s 
food quality assurance program. 

In order to be an approved supplier, 
growers are required to complete the 
training for the DGASP, have a current 
ChemCert certificate, have been audited 
and have submitted a spray diary for the 
current production year. 

The ADFA is the only provider of this 
program and is offering training to all 
growers who have not yet completed it. 
Growers needing to complete the training 
program can register at the ADFA.

Trellis drying course 
If hand picking is an issue and a high cost 
to you, why not try summer pruning and 
trellis dry the crop as your harvest option? 

Most growers are familiar with trellis 
drying, but if you are not, and are unsure 
about what to do and where to access 
contractors if you do not have any of the 
specialised equipment needed, the ADFA 
can help.

The ADFA’s trellis drying course is 
designed to show growers how to 
successfully management all aspects of 
trellis drying. 

Anyone interested in participating in the 
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Drying for profit activities

Irrigation information sessions to be 
held again this season

“To some, the improved 
prospect for dried 

grapes looks attractive, 
and the conversion 

to dried grape   
production could be 

relatively easy.”
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Plant Health Australia

Have you considered the biosecurity 
or farm hygiene risks posed by people 
moving on, off or around your property? 

People can unintentionally carry diseases, 
pests and weeds and transfer them 
without even realising. This includes 
anyone visiting your property, such as 
suppliers, transporters, itinerant workers 
and contractors - as well as your guests 
and anyone living on the property.

What to consider
Visitors 

Visitors include workers, contractors, 
delivery drivers, buyers, agents, 
agronomists or friends. Any one of them 
can carry and transfer diseases, pests 
and weeds.
■ Restrict access to the property - ideally 

there should be one entry point only so 
that all movements can be recorded 
and you always know who is on your 
property.

■ Direct all visitors to a designated 
parking area away from vines or 
livestock and ask them to report to 
management and sign a visitor register 
(use signs).

■ Conduct a risk assessment before you 
allow visitors or workers into the farm 
areas of your property. Examples of risk 
assessment checklists can be found 
online at www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/
toolkit.cfm.

■ If visitors are assessed as high risk, 
implement appropriate measures such 
as cleaning or changing clothing and 
footwear, washing hands, etc.

• If the risk cannot be reduced you can, 
and should, prevent access to the 
property.

• Limit visitor contact with vines as 
much as possible and eliminate any 
unnecessary contact altogether.

General hygiene 

Soil is an effective carrier of diseases, 
pests and weeds.
■ Ensure everyone on the property has 

clean footwear and clothing. A footbath 
at the entry to your vines will help 
reduce the spread of pests.

■ Wash hands after contact with any 
produce, soil or plant material. 

■ Wash hands after contact with any 
farm animals, working dogs or pets.

■ Avoid wearing dirty work-clothes or 
footwear off your property - particularly 
if you are visiting other properties.

■ Make sure you, your staff and your 
family minimise contact with other 
people’s vines.

■ On other properties, be sure to 
adhere to their farm biosecurity 
procedures. 

Record keeping 

A property owner or manager 
should keep accurate records and 
be able to ‘trace back’ if there is a 
disease, pest or weed incursion.
■ Keep a record of every visitor to 
your property and include details 
of their risk assessment. Examples 
of visitor registers can be found 
online at www.farmbiosecurity.
com.au/toolkit.cfm.
■ Ensure your visitor register is up 
to date.
■ Also record the origin of new 
plant material that comes on to 
your property.

Staff training 

Staff members may not 
understand how diseases, pests 
and weeds spread and how to 
prevent this happening.
■ Train staff to recognise and 
report diseases, pests and weeds 
spread.

■ Ensure staff know your farm hygiene 
and biosecurity procedures and adhere 
to them.

■ Encourage staff to monitor the vineyard 
regularly for any unusual pests.

■ Keep records of staff training and 
ensure they are regularly maintained.

Signage 

Appropriate signage can easily inform 
visitors of your commitment to good 
biosecurity practices. Never assume that 
visitors know the appropriate biosecurity 
measures for your property. 
■ Ensure signs are clear, concise and 

visible.
■ Support your signage with other 

biosecurity measures such as 
restricted access points. 

■ Fix or replace damaged signs.

Don’t let anyone put your livelihood at 
risk, be biosecurity aware.

If you spot anything unusual, call the 
Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 
881

The Farm Biosecurity program is a joint 
initiative of Plant Health Australia (PHA) 
and Animal Health Australia (AHA). Farm 
Biosecurity is a national education and 
engagement campaign which aims 
to help producers reduce the risk of 
diseases, pests and weeds on-farm. 
For more information to about the 
Farm Biosecurity program or resources 
to assist in implementing effective 
farm biosecurity practices, visit www.
farmbiosecurity.com.au.

People movement and plant pests

Footbaths are a simple measure to help stop 
the spread of disease when entering the 
vineyard.

Signs are important for informing and 
directing visitors.

If you spot anything unusual, call the 
Exotic Plant Pest Hotline.



Viticulture biosecurity 
- mothballed vineyards harbour nasty neighbours
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Australia’s wine, table and dried grape 
industries are facing an escalating 
biosecurity challenge due to the 
mothballing, and abandonment, of 
vineyards.

The effect of drought and low water 
allocations has far reaching implications 
for the horticultural industry. Significant 
numbers of vineyard owners - spanning 
large, medium and smaller operators in all 
key production regions - are walking out, 
leaving the vines to tough-it-out or die. 

This is exposing the industry to exotic 
threats, such as Pierce’s disease, which 
it’s said, ‘will make Phylloxera look like a 
kindergarten picnic’.

For Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) Chairman Nick Muraca, this is now 
a key concern.

“As the season progresses more 
vineyards are being left and our 
biosecurity risks escalate,” he said.

“We know that in drier areas if the water’s 
turned off, the vines often die. However, in 
higher rainfall areas, the vines can persist. 
But, unfortunately, so too do pests and 
diseases. These vineyards can become a 
haven - a sink - for biosecurity threats.”

Mr Muraca said worse still, should these 
vineyards be near others, and should an 
exotic disease or pest arrive, and not be 
seen, the industry could have an outbreak 
on its hands.

“Mothballing or abandoning vineyards – 
the impact on neighbours and industry 
is the same. Both mean an increased 
chance of biosecurity threats.

“In this environment, it is really important 
for growers and advisors to be monitoring 
crops for pests and disease, and reporting 
anything at all unusual,” he said.

Pierce’s disease 

The aggressive pest that acts as a vector 

for the exotic threat, Pierce’s disease, is 
edging closer to Australia.

The glassy-winged sharpshooter (GWSS) 
is now in French Polynesia and the Cook 
Islands. For the Australian table grape, 
dried grape and wine industries, this is 
getting too close for comfort. 

It’s the United States experience of the 
‘sharpshooter’ that has industry so 
concerned. 

Pierce’s disease is caused by the grape 
strain of the bacterium Xylella fastidiosa, 
and is spread by piercing and sap 
sucking insects – namely sharpshooters, 
leafhoppers and spittlebugs. 

Pierce’s disease existed in California for 
at least 100 years, but the introduction 
of GWSS, Homalodisca vitripennis, 
significantly increased both the rate of 
spread and severity of the disease, and 
productivity was dramatically affected. 

Australia has not recorded either Pierce’s 
disease or the vector, and stringent 
quarantine measures are in place to try 
and keep both out of the country.

Dr Prue McMichael of Scholefield 
Robinson and the National Vine Health 
Steering Committee, says the Australian 
Quarantine Inspection Service’s (AQIS) 
pre-border and border quarantine 
measures underpin an effective 
biosecurity effort. 

“The second step requires on-farm and 
regional level biosecurity,” Dr McMichael 
said.

“We can’t rely only on border control. 
Everyone in the grape industry needs 
to be alert and actively involved in 
surveillance so if something does slip 
through, we have the best chance for 
early detection, containment and/or 
eradication.

“So, to keep us free of the disease and its 
key vector, we need to have a prevention 
mindset.”

The industry is becoming more aware of 
the benefits of:
■  Regularly checking planting material 

and its sources, vineyards, and 
surrounding vegetation 

■  Making casual and full-time workers, 
and vineyard visitors, aware of 
biosecurity measures, and

■ Minimising the risks associated with 
vehicle and equipment sharing and 
movement.

Dr McMichael also says that even without 
GWSS, Pierce’s disease remains a threat.

“There are some native Australian insects 
that may transmit this bacterium, which 
has various strains and can infect a range 
of plants, including almonds, some stone 
fruit, citrus and woody ornamentals.” 

Many in the grape industry believe the 
single biggest threat for introduction 
of exotic diseases, is still the illegal 
importation of planting material.

Other threats recognised in industry-wide 
efforts to enhance regional biosecurity 
include:
■ Phylloxera detection and management
■ Fruit fly detection and management 
■  Produce, waste, compost and people 

movements
■ Import conditions
■  Abandoned vineyards and orchards
■  Not adhering to planting material high 

health standards and traceability
■ Failing to conduct audits of planting 

material sources. 

For more information on biosecurity and 
a range of tools to help you secure your 
farm and secure your future, visit www.
farmbiosecurity.com.au. 

If you spot anything unusual in your 
vineyard call the Emergency Plant Pest 
Hotline on 1800 084 881.

The glassy-winged sharpshooter, vector for the exotic threat, 
Pierce’s disease, is edging closer to Australia.
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Environment and Conservation 
Minister Jay Weatherill and Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Paul 
Caica announced three immediate steps 
to deal with low water flows in the 
River Murray primarily caused by over-
allocation and over-extraction of water in 
upstream states. 

Of all of the water extracted from the 
Murray-Darling system, South Australia 
receives only 7% – compared to the 
93% taken out upstream by New South 
Wales, Victoria and Queensland.

As part of its emergency response to this 
ongoing situation, the South Australian 
Government will:

■ Provide 50 billion litres of 
environmental water for the Lower 
Murray Lakes.

■ Purchase up to an additional 60 billion 
litres of water for Adelaide and other 
communities.

■ Provide grants to irrigators to help 
keep permanent plantings alive over 
summer.

“Over-allocation of water in upstream 
states and the on-going severe drought 
mean South Australia will receive near 
record low inflows from the River 
Murray,” Mr Weatherill said. 

“Our state is working for a national 
solution to the over-allocation crisis. 

“And although we can’t solve the 
problem alone, we can assure water 
supply through these measures.”

Mr Weatherill said 50 gigalitres 
of environmental water will be 
released over the summer to mitigate 
environmental damage to Lake 
Alexandrina.

“The government planned ahead and 
purchased this water earlier this year,” 
he said. 

“We remain committed to a freshwater 
solution for the lakes. Their plight is a 
direct result of not enough fresh water 
flowing down the Murray.”

Mr Weatherill said the government would 
release the next steps in its long-term 
plan to save the Coorong and Lower 
Murray Lakes shortly. 

They will also purchase up to 60 billion 
litres for critical human needs in Adelaide 
and other communities across the state 
to be available, should it be needed, in 
2010/11, he said.

“Adelaide and other communities have 
sufficient water for this summer, but 
we need to guarantee supply for next 
summer before the desalination plant 

begins full operation. The government is 
planning ahead,” he said.

The government also announced a 
program aimed at assisting River Murray 
irrigators who are struggling to keep 
their plantings alive in the face of record 
low allocations.

“The government remains committed 
to supporting our drought-affected 
communities and agricultural industries,” 
Mr Caica said.

The government will provide grants to 
irrigators along the River Murray who 
have to purchase water to keep their 
permanent plantings alive over the 
upcoming season.

“Irrigators’ allocations are currently 
at 5% and if low inflows into the 
Murray-Darling Basin continue, many 
will purchase water just to keep their 
plantings alive,” Mr Caica said.

“Grape vines, fruit trees and other 
permanent crops in the Riverland are a 
vital part of the state’s economy. 

“If we let permanent plantings die 
this summer, not only will it have a 
devastating effect on irrigators and their 
local communities, but on the state as a 
whole.”

SA Government acts on water 
and Lower Lakes

Water outlook

Grant program to assist irrigators along the River Murray
A grant program is now available for 
South Australia’s multi-million dollar 
horticulture industry to assist River 
Murray irrigators keep their long-term 
viable plantings alive.

The government will provide grants to 
those irrigators along the River Murray 
who have to purchase water to keep 
their permanent plantings alive over the 
upcoming season.

The move follows on from last year’s 
successful program where the State 
Government provided more than 1,300 
irrigators with critical water allocations.

Helen Lamont, PIRSA Director Sustainable 
Systems said the program will provide 
grants to assist irrigators who have to 
purchase water to ensure the survival of 
permanent plantings based on crop type, 
area and critical survival needs.

“The value of the reimbursement grants 
will be calculated once the final water 
allocations are known in early 2010,” 
she said.

“Irrigators will need to purchase water 

then claim the reimbursement grant 
of up to $260 per megalitre once final 
allocations are known.

“They must also demonstrate the long-
term viability of their business to be 
eligible for a grant, and if they don’t have 
a current business plan, they’ll need to 
commit to developing one in the near 
future.

“Those irrigators who received critical 
water allocations last year will only 
need to update information detailing the 
number of hectares they have under 
permanent planting and provide the most 
recent tax return.

“A letter from their banks indicating 
they’re prepared to continue on with their 
financial support may also be required.

“The amount of water required for the 
survival of plantings will vary from crop 
to crop and the Department of Primary 
Industries and Resources SA will carry 
out these calculations.

“The calculations will be based on the 

type of crop and how much water is 
needed for survival.

“The assessment will not take into 
consideration carry-over water or 
temporary ‘top-up’ allocations traded in 
during the current irrigation year.”

PIRSA will support irrigators in the 
application process over the next three 
months.

Workshops will be run to assist irrigators 
make best use of the grant in their 
businesses. Information and assistance 
will also be provided through the 
Riverland Response Centre.

Applications will close on October 31 
and irrigators will be able to claim grant 
payments by 30 April 2010, once final 
allocations are known.

For more information on the State 
Government’s irrigated industry support 
grant for permanent plantings, irrigators 
can contact the Riverland Response 
Centre on free-call 1800 857 327.

Information will also be available soon at: 
www.pir.sa.gov.au



2008/2009 Water market review
also the most 
affordable period 
to purchase water 
in 2007/08). 

In terms 
of trading 
behaviour and 
buying patterns, 
many growers 
purchased 
water parcels at 
multiple points 
throughout the 
season rather 
than recovering 
their total 
required volume 
in one single transaction. Dr Siebentritt 
said this proved to be a beneficial 
strategy as it generally lowered their 
average purchase price for the season 
and protected them against potential 
price increases.  

Growers have begun the 2009/10 
irrigation season with low or no 
allocations and a heavy reliance on 
water carried-forward from the previous 
season. Prices are above last water 
year’s average, with trades in August 
being conducted for $460/ML and 
above.

Dr Siebentritt said there were a number 
of supply and demand side issues that 
growers should be aware of as they 
started to plan water purchasing or 
selling activity for the 2009/10 season. 

“Apart from rainfall and subsequent 
inflows, the supply side of the market 
may be influenced by the NSW 
Government’s rules for allocation trade 
out of the Murrumbidgee Valley.

Grape growers across the southern 
Murray-Darling Basin benefited from 
a more stable and affordable water 
market during the 2008/2009 irrigation 
season. 

Waterfind Operations Manager Dr 
Mark Siebentritt said that in contrast 
to the previous season, the 2008/09 
irrigation season was characterised by 
smaller price shifts and less sensitivity 
than previously observed to allocation 
announcements. 

“The season’s average price of 
southern Murray-Darling temporary 
water was considerably less than the 
previous season, at an average of $346 
per megalitre,” he said. 

“Trading activity followed a similar 
trend to that seen in 2007/08, with 
Spring and Autumn being the peak 
trading times in terms of volume traded. 
Water prices were higher during Spring 
than in Autumn, with the price varying 
from $530/ML to $370/ML in Spring 
and between $280/ML and $340/ML in 
Autumn.” 

Dr Siebentritt said it was worthy noting 
the 11% drop in prices that occurred 
following the mid-January 2009 
allocation announcements. This was the 
most rapid price shift for the 2008/09 
season. 

“When an additional 310 gigalitres of 
water became available to entitlement 
holders to either use or trade, largely 
from increased allocations to NSW 
general security licences, water prices 
dropped within hours to as low as 
$260/ML,” he said. “This made late 
January and early February the most 
affordable period in which to purchase 
water for the season (February was 

“The interim moratorium on allocation 
trade out of the Murrumbidgee Valley 
has now been lifted. NSW Government 
has advised that growers can trade up 
to 15% of their entitlements through a 
ballot system where the whole valley 
will be able to trade 70GL of water into 
the Murray Valley. This compares to a 
total of over 400GL of water traded out 
of this valley into the Murray during the 
2008/09 irrigation season.

“On the demand side, the take up of the 
South Australian Government’s program 
to keep permanent plantings alive will 
be closely observed. Under the program 
growers may be entitled to up to $260/
ML to purchase water to ensure the 
survival of permanent plantings based 
on crop type, area and critical survival 
needs. 

“Last year’s program, which provided 
water rather than a grant, was 
accessed by more than 1,300 South 
Australian irrigators.”
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Figure 1. Average temporary water price trends for the southern 
Murray-Darling Basin for 2007/08 and 2008/09 seasons. 

Seasonal allocations stay at zero for Victoria
Goulburn-Murray Water (G-MW), the 
Resource Manager for all northern 
Victorian water systems, announced that 
as of 17 August, the 2009/10 seasonal 
allocations remain at zero percent for all 
systems. 

G-MW’s Resource Manager Graeme 
Hannan said the irrigation season 
usually began with the mid-August 
allocation announcement, but more 
inflows were needed in all systems 
before any allocation was possible. 

“In the Goulburn and Murray systems 
the water availability is very similar to 
the same time last year when the mid-
August allocations were zero,” he said. 

“As was the case 12 months ago, 
inflows in August and September will be 
set aside to close the gap to meeting the 
operating requirements and allow the 
first allocations to be made. 

“Some water is now being taken into 
the Murray and Goulburn channel 
distribution systems to meet demand 
for urban and domestic and stock water 
supplies. Preparations are being made 
for a short operational window in early 
September for Murray and Goulburn 
channel customers to take delivery of 
carried over allocation,” Mr Hannan said. 

Customers are urged to contact their 
local G-MW office via WaterLINE Online 
www.g-mwater.com.au or telephone 

on 1300 GMW GMW (1300 469 469) to 
confirm their requirements for water, 
so Operations staff can finalise delivery 
plans. 

Mr Hannan advised that the timing of 
the first allocations for this season was 
entirely dependent on the future inflows. 

“There are some grounds for optimism, 
because inflow improvements have 
allowed retirement of contingency 
measures in the Murray system and 
the water sharing rules will now assign 
inflows to the states to restore the water 
accounts. The Goulburn system has also 
continued to slowly build up resource 
as inflows continue to match last year’s 
flows at Lake Eildon.”
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Wemen during the last growing season. 
In the coming seasons a number of 
deficit irrigation strategies will be trialled 
on Sunmuscat and Sultana vines - the 
two most widely grown varieties in the 
dried fruit industry. Sunmuscat is grafted 
to Paulsen while Sultana is grafted to 
Ramsey. Both trial sites are drip irrigated 
and are using the Swingarm trellis 
suitable for full mechanisation. 

The objective of the trial is to evaluate 
four deficit irrigation strategies and how 
they affect production and survival of the 
respective varieties compared with fully 
irrigated vines.

Three of the four deficits will be applied 
as sustained deficit irrigations (SDI) 
where the water applied will be reduced 
by a constant when compared with fully 
irrigated vines. The fourth deficit will be 
applied as a strategic irrigation meaning 
that deficits will be imposed only at 
certain times relative to fully irrigated 

Drought and reduced water allocations 
have become an abiding challenge in 
irrigated horticulture in Australia. 

Horticultural industries in Australia have 
not generally been well-prepared for 
these changes and have not developed 
strategies to maintain productivity and 
ensure their long-term sustainability in 
the face of decreased water availability 
and increased water costs. 

While reduced levels of irrigation have 
been an active area of research in wine 
grape production for a number of years, 
the same has not occurred in dried grape 
production. Probably so because deficit 
irrigation strategies developed by the 
wine grape industry often result in a 
loss of production because they aim at 
reducing berry size to concentrate sugar, 
colour and flavour attributes. 

In the dried grape industry profitability is 
largely determined by yield and there is 
concern that adopting a similar strategy 
to the one applied in wine grapes may be 
inappropriate. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) has recognised the need to 
evaluate suitable irrigation strategies 
specific to the production of dried grapes 
and in collaboration with the Victorian 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) 
has made available funding towards 
the establishment of suitable field 
experiments. 

The trial
Two trial sites were established near 

vines. The sustained deficits will be 75, 
50 and 25% of the water required by 
fully irrigated vines, while the strategic 
deficit is anticipated to be around 75% of 
fully irrigated vines, but biased towards a 
specific growth period. 

In half of the plots all the bunches will be 
removed before fruit set to assess how 
fruit removal affects vine survival under 
the various deficit levels compared with 
fruited vines. 

The same amount of fertiliser will be 
applied to all treatments such that only 
the water deficits will impact on vine 
growth and production.

Each trial is replicated six times and 
is fully randomised for appropriate 
statistical analysis. One replicate of 
each trial is equipped with logging 
capacitance probes to monitor soil 
moisture. 

Throughout the season vine growth and 
development as well as vine water status 
will be monitored and production and 
fruit quality will be assessed at the end 
of the season.

The industry has placed a priority on 
this project as the scientific information 
gained will show at what level reduced 
water starts to adversely impact on 
production levels and will become critical 
when the dried grape industry and its 
irrigators have to defend the water cap 
and their allocations in the future.  

Furthermore, the trial aims to provide 
essential information on irrigation 

How low can we go? 
Evaluating deficit irrigation strategies 

for the dried grape industry 
By Karl J Sommer, Fred Hancock and Mark Downey

“The ADFA has 
recognised the need 
to evaluate suitable 
irrigation strategies 

specific to the 
production of dried 

grapes.”

Sunmuscat and Sultana trial sites near Wemen, Vic. Layout of Sunmuscat experimental plots (see legend for 
irrigation levels)



Murrumbidgee annual water trade embargo relaxed

strategies that will enable dried fruit 
growers to better cope with reduced 
water allocations and work towards 
long-term sustainability.

DG08005 ‘Maximising dried vine fruit 
productivity during periods of reduced 
water allocation’ has been facilitated by 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) in partnership 
with the ADFA. The project has been 
funded by voluntary contributions 
provided by the ADFA after a successful 
funding application made to the Dried 
Fruits Trust: The Australian Government 
provides matched funding for all HAL’s 
R&D activities.

Karl J Sommer, Fred Hancock and Mark 
Downey are researchers at Victorian DPI.

Contact: Karl Sommer

Victorian DPI

Tel: (03) 5051 4390

Email: karl.sommer@dpi.vic.gov.au
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Irrigating the vines in the trial is a complex 
matter that requires water meters, irrigation 
control unit, fertiliser tank and rain gauge and 
several poly pipe lines in each row

Ballot system for trades into 
the Murray Valley introduced 
for 2009/10
The New South Wales Office of Water 
announced the relaxation of the 
temporary embargo on the annual trade 
of water from the Murrumbidgee Valley 
into the Murray Valley.

NSW Commissioner for Water, David 
Harriss, said that the interim embargo 
on annual trade announced on 1 July 
2009 had been necessary, as over 
230,000 megalitres had been carried 
over and was required to be delivered 
into the Murray Valley during 2009/10.

“Any additional water required to 
be transferred as a consequence of 
additional annual trades would add 
to excessively high transmission 
losses, reducing water availability for 
other users, including environmental 
transfers,” Mr Harriss said. 

He said that an agreement with Snowy 

Hydro Limited would enable a minimum 
of 200,000ML of water from the 
Snowy Mountains storages that would 
have otherwise been diverted into the 
Murrumbidgee Valley, to be delivered 
into the Murray Valley at Khancoban.

“This water can then be passed onto 
users downstream of the Murrumbidgee 
junction during the year without 
incurring significant transmission 
losses.”

“Through this agreement, we can 
guarantee the delivery of water without 
reducing water availability to other 
users in the Murrumbidgee Valley or 
to users in the Murray Valley in NSW, 
Victoria or South Australia.”

Mr Harriss said that because of the 
agreed arrangements there is now 
also the capacity to allow an additional 
70,000ML to be traded out of the 
Murrumbidgee Valley this season.

“Water is now in high demand to meet 

the immediate needs of industry and 
irrigated permanent plantings in the 
Murray Valley, and to secure the critical 
needs of cities and towns in the coming 
two years.”

“As the demand for trade is likely to 
exceed the 70,000ML limit, the NSW 
Office of Water, together with NSW 
State Water Corporation, will introduce 
a ballot system, whereby users, may 
trade up to 15% of their entitlement 
and prospective purchasers will have 
an equal opportunity to participate,” Mr 
Harriss said.

Details of the ballot will be available 
on the NSW Office of Water website 
- www.dwe.nsw.gov.au . Forms 
for participation in the ballot are 
available at State Water Corporation 
website - www.statewater.com.au/
Customer+Service/Forms or by calling 
the Deniliquin office of State Water 
Corporation on (03) 5898 3923 or   
(03) 5898 3926

Minister for Climate Change and Water, 
Senator Penny Wong, and the Assistant 
Treasurer, Senator Nick Sherry, recently 
announced a Productivity Commission 
study into alternative market mechanisms 
that the Australian Government could 
use to diversify its purchase of water 
entitlements in the Murray-Darling Basin.

As part of the Government’s $12.9 billion 
Water for the Future plan, $3.1 billion over 

10 years has been committed to buying 
back water entitlement – up to 30 June 
2009, the Rudd Government had bought 
some 446 gigalitres of water entitlement 
worth just over $660 million.

The Productivity Commission has been 
asked to examine how the government 
could use alternative market-based 
mechanisms to diversify its water 
purchase program in the Murray-Darling 

Basin. The program, titled Restoring the 
Balance in the Murray-Darling Basin, 
currently uses an open tender process 
as the principal way of purchasing water 
entitlements.

The Productivity Commission is required 
to provide the final report within six 
months. To register an interest in the 
study or for further information please visit 
www.pc.gov.au or phone (02) 6240 3239. 

Productivity Commission study into 
mechanisms to purchase water 
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designed to improve efficiency and 
reduce labour requirements.

Mr Long said growers were very 
innovative, particularly in times of 
adversity, and some of the newer 
gadgets and ideas that growers have 
adopted will be on display. 

One such example is the Shaw Harvester 
built by Ashley and Tim Johnstone.

“Until recently Ashley had persisted 
with a very old model UR harvester,” Mr 
Long said. 

“In 2008 he got together with his 
brother Tim and they built a new Shaw 
Harvester for the 2009 season. 

“While there were a few teething 
problems initially, Ashley ended up 
having a great run and is very pleased 
with the investment he has made.”

A demonstration of various trial 
spray applications for cordon bunch 
removal is planned, but will depend 
on the timing of the season. Growers 
will have the opportunity to view the 

This year organisers are pleased 
to announce that Ashley Johnstone 
has agreed to show his new Shaw 
Harvester at the annual Grower Day 
held by the Red Cliffs Branch of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA).

The annual Grower Day is a popular 
event among growers looking for 
innovation and ideas to improve their 
dried fruit production. 

This year’s event will be held on Sunday 
4 October at Allan Long’s property at 
Dairtnunk Avenue, Cardross.

“The dried fruits industry has been 
through some tough times recently 
and it is a credit to those that are still 
surviving” Mr Long said.

“This year’s Grower Day will again 
focus on the technologies and 
strategies that allow us to achieve 
improved efficiencies within the 
vineyard and continue to make a living 
from the land we all love.”

The event continues to promote the 
adoption of trellis drying and Swingarm 
trellis by presenting growers with a 
range of equipment that has been 

demonstration, ask questions and 
perhaps review their own applications. 

Processors will be asked to participate 
in the Grower Day, making a 
presentation on identifying levels 
of stalk and stems and the market 
prospects for the coming year. 

Researchers will also be asked to provide 
updates on industry R&D projects.

The Grower Day begins at 10.00am and 
includes a BBQ lunch sponsored by the 
Red Cliffs ADFA branch with several 
lucky draws during the break. It is open 
to all growers and interested persons. 

Anybody wishing to attend is asked to 
contact Allan Long 0409 700 824, email 
ajhrlong@bigpond.com or Lex French 
0428 243 109 so that catering can be 
arranged.

Red Cliffs Grower Day 
focuses on innovation 

Branch news

Riverland field days
The Red Cliffs branch is sponsoring a 
bus trip to the Riverland Field Days-for 
members of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA).   

The bus will leave early in the morning 

of 16 September and return late in the 
afternoon. 

This is an opportunity for ADFA 
members to participate in a free trip 
to the field day with only the entrance 
fee and personal expenses to worry 

about. For non-members the field trip 
will cost $20 per head provided seats are 
available.

Interested members should contact Allan 
Long 0409 700 824 or email ajhrlong@
bigpond.com to reserve a spot.

Ashley Johnstone makes a few adjustments 
to the Shaw harvester built by his brother 
Tim Johnstone.

Date: 4 October 2009

Time: 10.00am

Where: Allan Long’s property. 
Dairtnunk Avenue, Cardross
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Around the block

Limited water affects frost control 

2009 /10 Spray diary

avoid disappointment if the system 
becomes overloaded as everyone 
wants the water at the same time and 
the system is unable to deliver water 
due to these limited supply conditions.

ADFA Spray Diary
All Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) members should receive their 
free copy of the Spray Diary with this 
issue of The Vine. Non-members are 
able to purchase a copy from the ADFA 
for $30.

All chemicals, together with their 
withholding period (WHP), have been 
checked to ensure that the maximum 
residue limit (MRL) for dried grapes 
will not be exceeded. Accordingly the 
WHP of some chemicals, if used in the 
production of dried grapes, has been 
altered from the label recommended 
WHP to prevent the MRL being 
exceeded.

All growers are urged to note the 
industry recommendations for some 
chemicals, shown in bold print in 
the spray diary booklet to avoid any 
chemical residues being detected in 
their fruit.

and enhance their crop prospects this 
season.

Careful irrigation planning needed

According to Goulburn-Murray Water 
(G-MW), if the dry inflow predictions 
for the catchments occur, Victorian 
water allocations for 2009/10 will be 
extremely low (Table 1).

At the moment Victorian Murray 
water allocations remain at 0%. If 
inflows follow a similar pattern to 
recent years, some of the losses for 
the season could be met and a small 
allocation made in mid-October. This 
may kick start water trade within 
Victoria as there still no opportunity 
for trade out of NSW Murray or 
Murrumbidgee systems. 

However, it is understood that even at 
that stage (mid-October) there will still 
be insufficient water available to cover 
all losses for the delivery systems and 
that growers in the pumped districts 
will have restricted access to carry 
over water. 

A small volume of operational water 
has been provided to cover the losses 
for domestic supply on fortnightly 
pumping events lasting two days, with 
an option of extending the pumping 
time to three days if there is sufficient 
demand. This will allow growers who 
have carry over to order and access 
their water during these domestic 
pumping events.

This situation may change when there 
are good rainfall events and runoff into 
the catchments and further allocations 
made by the water authorities.

Growers need to monitor their soil 
moisture now to know exactly how 
much water is required to at least fill 
the root zone, if not part, or all of the 
soil profile, to adequately supply their 
vines in the critical pre-bud burst 
period when there is limited access 
to water. Because of this ‘limited’ 
supply, growers need to plan ahead 
for an irrigation so as to avoid missing 
out on an irrigation opportunity 
using LMW’s recently released zero 
allocation schedule. This will help 

It is still not clear when growers 
within the pumped irrigation districts 
will have unlimited access to their 
carryover water. 

There is currently insufficient water to 
service the delivery systems. Greater 
inflows into catchments are needed 
before water allocations occur.

In the interim, Lower Murray Water 
(LMW) has released a limited irrigation 
program for Spring, pre-bud burst 
irrigations and for frost control if 
severe frosts are forecast.

Growers who have carryover and are 
worried about frost on their property 
are urged to familiarise themselves 
with the Pumping guide for zero 
allocations. The proposed interim 
irrigation schedule is very limited 
with a tight time made available 
for irrigating in each of the planned 
pumping periods (currently scheduled 
until 9 October). 

A copy of the guide has been posted 
to all growers, and it can also be 
found on the LWM website www.
lmw.vic.gov.au. Growers are advised 
to contact LMW to find out the 
procedures for ordering water during 
these periods. 

Remember that moist, compacted 
soil free of weeds is still the best 
preventative strategy to minimise frost 
damage on tender newly burst buds. 

Pre-bud burst irrigations
With only carryover water currently 
available, should growers consider 
applying a pre-bud burst irrigation?

Experience over the past couple of 
years would suggest that the answer 
is a resounding yes.

It has been clearly shown that vines 
which were irrigated prior to bud burst 
started the season well and developed 
to their potential growing good crops, 
even if later irrigations throughout the 
season were less than optimal.

Growers who have carried over water 
should consider using some of their 
carry over to implement this strategy 

Table 1.  Seasonal outlook for the Murray System.

Inflow Conditions  1 Jul 2009  15 Aug 2009  15 Oct 2009  15 Dec 2009  15 Feb 2010 

Wet    0%   23%   95%   100%   100% 

Average    0%   0%   39%   66%   81% 

Dry    0%   0%   5%   11%   19% 
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Trade directory

Contact Gary Thomas
Telephone: (03) 5022 8499 Fax: (03) 5021 4833  Mobile: 0418 997 730

Email: michael.pullen@bigpond.com  PO Box 460, Irymple VIC 3498
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