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The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) recently held their Annual 
Conference with some great feedback 
from the forum.

The conference comprised two meetings, 
an Annual General Meeting for members 
(page 23) and an Annual Growers’ Forum 
(page 24) that was open to all dried grape 
growers and industry members.

About 100 people came to the forum, 
with many eager to hear what National 
Farmers’ Federation (NFF) President David 
Crombie had to say on water reform and 
the impending Draft Basin Plan. A full 
report on this presentation can be found 
on page 28 in this edition’s Water outlook.

We clearly recognise that the draft 
Basin Plan is the most important issue 
confronting all industries reliant on the 
Murray-Darling river system. We will work 
closely with other horticulture industry 
and irrigator groups, local government 
and the NFF in protecting the rights of our 
members.

Allan Long also created real interest with 
his presentation outlining the ADFA’s 
future role as the ‘commercialiser’ for two 
new dried grape varieties. The American-
bred sultana type (F64-74) and CSIRO-
bred currant type (M48-42) have been 
approved for commercial release and will 
be available from mid-2011.

It was very pleasing to hear positive 
presentations at the forum. They 
reflect the confidence that is building 
in the future of the Australian industry, 
with current price levels for sultana, 
Sunmuscat and currants likely to be 
maintained at least for the next two 
to three years and contracts on offer 
from processors. The limited financial 
reserves held by growers and uncertainty 
surrounding water entitlements are the 
main factors limiting further plantings.

The ADFA organisation will soon be 
implementing a change of name to Dried 
Fruits Australia Inc. This change was 
approved by the members who attended 
the AGM and gave near unanimous 
support. Implementation of the name 
change will be carefully planned. 

The name change has come about as a 
result of the Board’s continuing review of 
the organisation structure and operations. 
This change, together with a revamped 
logo, will help ensure that the organisation 
has a strong corporate image and profile, 
which is important for our role as a 

lobby group dealing with governments, 
commercial interests and other industry 
bodies.

This change also shows a willingness 
to change – which may help change 
perceptions amongst some non-
member growers and parts of the wider 
community. 

Importantly, the organisation will continue 
efforts to improve its communications 
with growers – as it is vital that they are 
aware of our activities. 

Further, the organisation will maintain its 
primary role of member representation 
and lobbying – but sees that new 
activities will continue to emerge over 
time. 

We will continue to look at ways of 
broadening the organisation’s income 
base, including new activities and services 
– all aimed at ensuring organisation 
sustainability and the maintenance of a 
strong, effective lobby.

Mark King 
ADFA Chairman

Annual conference gives 
positive vibe 
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ATGA Chairman’s report

Nick Muraca
ATGA CHAIRMAN

With the weather conditions being 
not so favourable for pruning at the 
moment, the decision to go to the 
computer and write this column or go 
pruning was easy. However, like all 
other jobs in a vineyard, the timeframe 
in which this task must be completed 
is limited and I shall have to brace the 
cold and just get on with it.

Imports
The Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) has been liaising closely with 
Vanessa Findlay from Biosecurity 
Australia (BA) on a number of very 
important issues that could have huge 
effects on our industry. 

These include the notification of a 
new pest now in California, Drosophila 
suzukii, more commonly known as 
spotted wing drosophila. This pest was 
first reported in the United States in 
September 2008, but damage to fruit 
was not known until September 2009 
after the export season had finished. 

Unlike similar flies, spotted wing 
drosophila can affect ripening fruit, 
particularly fruit with soft or thin skin. 

At the last US/Australia bilateral 
meeting in November 2009 the US 
advised that the fly was causing 
damage in a range of fruit including 
table grapes.

With real concerns as to the effect 
this insect could have on Australian 
horticulture BA issued an ICON alert 
and BA Advice notice that emergency 
measures had been implemented for a 
range of US horticultural commodities 
including table grapes and that a pest 
risk analysis (PRA) had commenced.

The ATGA and BA are insistent that 
full research verification trials of the 
efficacy of any proposed treatment 
need to be completed to ensure a safe 
and acceptable outcome for all parties. 

At the time of writing the US had 
completed stage one and two 
verification trials showing 100% 
mortality of over 44,000 individuals of 
all life stages of spotted wing drosophila 
when fumigated with methyl bromide 
and BA is satisfied with this result.

However, the US are also conducting 
trials using SO

2/CO2 followed by cold 
treatment, but this research is still in its 
infancy and requires further trials with 
larger numbers of insects before BA will 

accept it as a method of preventing the 
flies from entering Australia.

So, at this point in time any US table 
grapes entering Australia this season 
must be fumigated with methyl bromide 
until such time as further verification 
work has been approved by BA. 

Exports
On a brighter note I am happy to report 
that work on market access into China 
has made great progress. At the time of 
writing this column the ATGA had been 
notified by BA that a final pest analysis 
had been received in Chinese and 
BA was having it clearly translated to 
present it to the ATGA.

The ATGA Board is very excited and 
confident that official access will soon 
be granted.

The ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott 
and I have been invited to attend a 
ceremonial dinner in Shanghai, China 
on 1 July in recognition of the food and 
agriculture trade partnerships between 
Australia and the People’s Republic of 
China. As well as other government 
officials we will have present with us 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry Secretary Dr Conall O’Connell. 

While no notification has been received, 
we are optimistically confident that a 
favourable announcement could be 
possible.

Special thanks on the way the above 
issues have been handled by BA staff, 
especially team leader Ms Findlay.

Building industry capacity
Growers may be aware that the 6th 
International Table Grape Symposium 
was held in California in late June. The 
ATGA encouraged young table grape 
growers to attend the symposium. 
We feel strongly about enhancing the 
capability of our industry and leadership 
and the symposium was ideal event 
for professional development offering 
the opportunity for networking, 
increased awareness of best practice 
techniques and the latest in research 
and development. We look forward 
to hearing about the symposium in a 
future edition of The Vine.

Nick Muraca 
ATGA Chairman

International trade in the 
spotlight
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A century of sultana research underpins 
efficient dried grape production 

Part 1. Pruning and trellising 
By Peter Clingeleffer
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there has been a three-fold increase in 
productivity without compromising quality. 

For dried grapes, highly productive 
systems have been developed to facilitate 
trellis drying. First introduced by Peter 
May and George Kerridge in 1966, 
these systems utilise tall trellises and 
cordon-based, hanging cane approaches 
to canopy management which provide 
a large canopy surface to optimise 
photosynthetic capacity of high vigour, 
grafted vines with separation of fruiting 
and renewal zones to optimise fruitfulness 
and facilitate mechanisation of the drying 
and pruning processes.

This article provides an overview of 
pruning and trellising research conducted 
with sultana over the last century, which 
has underpinned the development of 
modern approaches to vine and canopy 
management for dried production. A 
second article will provide more detailed 
information on vine physiology research. 
In both cases the research has also had 

Canopy management principles and 
practices have been established with the 
aim of optimising sunlight interception, 
photosynthetic capacity and fruit 
microclimate to improve yield and product 
quality, particularly in vigorous, shaded 
vineyards. Mechanisation of harvest and 
pruning has been adopted in Australian 
vineyards without compromising product 
quality to reduce the costs of wine and 
dried grape production. This has provided 
a catalyst to refine approaches to canopy 
management, in a low input context.

Sultana grapevines (syn. Thompson 
Seedless) were first grown in Australia in 
the 1890’s. The variety is unfruitful in the 
basal buds and requires cane pruning. 
The early settlers tried a number of 
pruning systems (espalier, rod and spur 
and Sylvoz) that gave ‘good’ yields. 

Adoption of the Sylvoz system was 
recommended for its simplicity, strong 
development of replacement canes and 
prevention of excessive growth at the end 
of the cane, all key principles of canopy 
management. However, the industry 
adopted a ‘standard’ three wire vertical 
trellis system with wires 0.7, 0.9 and 1.3 
metres above the ground to which six 
canes were tightly twisted on to the lower 
wires. 

In the past century changes to vine and 
canopy management practices evolved, 
largely in response to increasing vine 
vigour. This was attributed to improved 
soil, irrigation and drainage management, 
adoption of improved clones and 
rootstocks and economic demands for 
improved production and cost efficiencies 
and lower costs, including mechanisation 
of the drying process. Over that period 

a significant impact on the development 
of low input production systems for wine 
grapes. 

Pruning to vigour and lighter 
pruning 

Alexander (Bill) Lyon found a correlation 
between vine growth (vigour), estimated 
from pruning weights, and yield of 
sultanas in 1930. He introduced the 
concept of pruning to vigour rather 
than the use of fixed cane numbers. 
This concept was further developed in 
conjunction with Dave Walters in 1941 
who recognised the importance of pruning 
to maximise the crop and promote 
satisfactory development of the bearing 
unit and carbohydrate reserves for 
following seasons. Delayed ripening and 
reduced growth of renewal wood were 
identified as symptoms of over cropping. 
Mr Lyon suggested that water stress may 
have contributed to the delayed ripening 

Cover story

Hand harvest of sultanas, trained on a small trellis, for rack drying in the 1930’s 
(left) and by machine following trellis drying on a modern Shaw Swingarm trellis 
(right). 

Key sultana management researchers, 
Dr Allan Antcliff (left) and Dr Peter May, 
inspect a sultana pruning treatment in 
the 1950’s. 

Unpruned sultana vines showing large canopy area in Spring (left) and dormant 
growth after 40 years (right).
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and poor growth described as over-
cropping symptoms. 

Over the last century there was a trend 
to lighter pruning as vine vigour, and 
hence vine capacity, increased. This was 
facilitated by the use of larger trellises 
to accommodate the increase in shoot 
number, canopy size and crop load. 
Cane numbers ranged from 6 in 1924, 
8 in 1941, 10 in 1956, 12 in 1965 and 
14 in 1973. More than 20 canes may be 
retained on modern, cordon-based, tall 
trellis systems. 

An asymptotic yield response to lighter 
pruning was also established by Allan 
Antcliff and colleagues in 1956 and later 
confirmed by Dr May’s team. Studies 
with un-pruned sultana vines led to the 
introduction of minimal pruning. 

Studies with minimal pruning of sultana 

support the asymptotic response to 
pruning level. They show that pruning 
limits the potential crop and indicate that 
symptoms attributed to over-cropping 
were more likely due to water stress and 
low vine vigour and hence insufficient 
capacity to mature larger crops. Un-
pruned sultana vines maintained good 
productivity over a 40 year period (1967-
2008).

Trellis design
Mr Lyon recognised a need to improve 
trellis design to alleviate problems of 
bunch crowding, uneven maturity and rain 
damage which accompanied increased 
vine size, yield and vegetative growth as 
vineyard management practices became 
less limiting. He recommended the use of 
a 0.3m T-trellis which was later shown to 
improve yields by 12-20%, improve shoot 

distribution, develop uniform bunches, 
reduce wastage and improve drying 
ratios. 

Professor Nelson Shaulis and Dr 
May achieved a further 50% gain in 
productivity in 1971 with a wide 0.9m 
T-trellis, which developed a divided 
canopy leading to better budburst, more 
fruitful shoots and larger bunches, a result 
of more berries per bunch. 

Two years later Dr May’s team achieved 
a 100% improvement in productivity with 
a combination of wide 0.9m T-trellis, 
grafting on a high vigour rootstock 
(Ramsey) and lighter pruning (14 canes) 
over own rooted sultanas with 8 canes 
trained on a narrow, 0.3m T- trellis. The 
productivity gain was achieved without 
significant effects on juice total soluble 
solids or titratable acidity levels. 

Dr May reported that vertically trained 
shoots were superior to horizontally 
trained shoots when used as fruiting 
canes due to increased fruitfulness, 
development of larger primordia and 
increased vigour. Working with Dr Peter 
Scholefield and Dr Tom Neales he was 
able to improve productivity of narrow 
0.3m T-trellis with foliage wires which 
allowed replacement shoots to grow 2m 
above the fruiting zone. 

Sultana management trials conducted by Lyon and Walters in the 1930’s show a 
3-wire vertical training system with various forms of cane attachment. 

Sultana management with vertical 
canes (left) and narrow and wide 
T-trellises (right) from the studies 
conducted by Dr May and Professor 
Shaulis. 

 Sultana management studies with narrow and wide T-trellises show development 
in Spring of a large, divided canopy on the wide T-trellis. Photos courtesy of Dr May

Sultana management studies with hanging canes showing canes arising from a high bi-lateral cordon (left), fruiting canes in 
the vertical plane (middle) and initial trellis drying studies (right).

■   CONTINUED ON PAGE 8   ■
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Sultanas managed on a Swingarm trellis showing spent fruiting canes in the horizontal plane and vertical replacement canes 
prior to pruning (left) and fruit on the horizontal canes prior to harvest (middle).  The Swingarm Trellis system on display at a 
grower field day in 1983 (right).

Dr May and Mr Kerridge introduced 
the concept of trellis drying in 1966 
to reduce production costs of dried 
grape production. The process involves 
severance of the fruiting canes to 
commence the drying process, application 
of drying emulsion to promote rapid 
drying and mechanical harvesting of the 
dried product. 

Since its introduction, research and 
commercial experiences have shown that 
trellis drying is ideally suited to vigorous 
high yielding vines to ensure retention 
of photosynthetic capacity (i.e. 50% leaf 
area) when the fruit bearing canes are 
cut. Trellis drying can reduce yields in low 
vigour situations. Excessive defoliation as 
a result of cane cutting produced bunches 
with fewer flowers in Spring. 

Changes to canopy management and 
trellis design were made to facilitate 
trellis drying. Initially these were targeted 
at improving performance on T-trellis 
systems by installation of foliage wires, 
either vertically above the T-trellis or in 
a V or U formation to encourage vertical 
shoot growth of replacement canes and 
retention of a larger canopy after cane 
cutting and to allow access to the fruiting 
zone for application of drying emulsion. 

A number of cane pruning systems 
were compared to the standard T-trellis 
systems and evaluated for their potential 
to facilitate trellis drying and reduce cane 
pruning costs. Dr May showed that tight 
twisting of replacement canes onto trellis 

wires was unnecessary to sustain yield 
and that loose wrapping could reduce 
pruning costs. 

Systems trialled included various arched 
cane systems with simple forms of 
attachment. These arched cane systems 
promoted vertical growth of replacement 
shoots away from the fruiting zone, 
produced an excellent spread of smaller 
bunches with reduced fruit clumping 
where adjacent vines met and carried 
a smaller proportion of bunches on 
shorter, terminal shoots. A simple split 
system of training where all the canes 
were attached on one wire of a 0.9m 
T-trellis with spurs on the other side of the 
crown was also introduced to facilitate 
mechanical cane cutting. 

In 1981 I introduced a simple hanging 
cane system based on a high, 1.8m 
bilateral cordon to reduce pruning costs. 
It also provided an excellent spread of 
bunches in a single vertical plane, to 
promote separation of replacement shoots 
from the fruiting zone, and to improve 
cane fruitfulness and yield. Hanging cane 
systems where canes are attached to one 
or two wires below the cordon are still in 
wide use. 

Dr May and I introduced the swingarm 
trellis in 1981 to extend the concepts of 
separating the fruit and cane replacement 
shoots. The swingarm trellis had wires 
to support fruiting canes arising from 
a central bilateral cordon placed in a 
horizontal plane while replacement shoot 
growth occurred in the vertical plane. At 

pruning, the trellis was rotated 90 degrees 
so that the vertically climbing replacement 
canes were then positioned in the 
horizontal plane. The swingarm system 
had higher yields due to more bunches 
resulting from increasing node numbers, 
better budburst and increased fruitfulness, 
i.e. responses attributed to development 
of better exposed climbing canes.

Modern tall trellis systems, now adopted 
on a wide scale by industry utilise the 
swingarm principle in combination with a 
high (1.8m) bilateral cordon with hanging 
canes attached to trellis wires below. 
These systems facilitate light pruning, 
upward vertical growth of replacement 
shoots and reduce shoot crowding leading 
to improved fruitfulness and productivity, 
application of drying emulsion, pest and 
disease control, mechanical cane cutting 
to commence the drying process and 
simplify removal of spent canes and 
pruning. 

Conclusions
Approaches to pruning, trellising and 
management of sultanas for dried grape 
production have evolved as improved 
planting material has been adopted and 
changes have been made to vineyard 
management practices leading to 
increased vine vigour and capacity and 
as mechanisation has been introduced, 
to reduce production costs. These 
developments have been underpinned by 
a significant research effort over the last 
century. 

This paper has been adapted from a 
presentation published in the proceedings 
of a workshop: Recent Advances in 
Grapevine Canopy Management, July 
16th, University of California, Davis, 
2009. The original document includes 
a complete list of references used 
in preparing this article. Many of the 
photographs were taken by Edwin (Ted) 
Lawton. 

Peter Clingeleffer is a researcher at CSIRO 
Plant Industry, Merbein, Victoria. 

Trellis drying of sultanas after severance of fruiting canes (left), a modern Shaw 
Swingarm trellis developed to facilitate low-input management of the process with 
retention of high cane numbers (middle), drying after mechanical cane cutting (right). 

■   CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7   ■
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Grape growers, marketers and industry 
representatives are preparing to gather 
in Brisbane in early August for the 2010 
GrapeConnection Conference. 

Hosted by GrapeConnect, the 
conference will showcase opportunities 
for the table grape industry to further 
drive demand through a better 
understanding of consumer needs and 
behaviour. 

Ideas and information relating to 
monitoring product quality, consumer 
satisfaction and buying behaviour will 
be presented by a number of speakers 
including Martin Kneebone from 
Freshlogic, Yahya Kanj of The Nielsen 
Company and Joanna Embry from 
Avocados Australia.

GrapeConnect Chairman Richard 
Lomman is pleased to welcome the 
conference back on the industry 
calendar. 

“For the past couple of years our 
membership funds have been directed 
to critical market access and chemical 
review projects and we have not 
been able to hold a GrapeConnect 
conference. It is great that we can 
come together to look at industry 
development and marketing again,” he 
said. 

The conference aims to reconnect 
all stakeholders in the lead up to the 
2010/11 season. Mr Lomman said it 

was a great opportunity to re-establish 
industry networks and strategically 
prepare for the next harvest. 

“We are really keen to host growers 
from the Sunraysia and Robinvale 
districts to further develop the linkages 
between southern and northern 
growers,” he said. 

“We need to be working at an industry 
level towards our national strategies for 
driving consumption and the conference 
is an ideal forum for sharing ideas 
and information between these very 
different growing districts.”

The conference is being held at 
the Rydges South Bank Brisbane 
Hotel, located near a wealth of local 
attractions. Based adjacent to the South 
Bank Parklands and Streets Beach, the 
hotel is near to the Gallery of Modern Art 
(GoMA), Suncorp Stadium, Queensland 
Performing Arts Centre (QPAC), Treasury 
Casino and the central shopping district 
over the Victoria Bridge in Queen St.

In addition to the presentation program, 
delegates will enjoy an industry dinner 
in the Brisbane South Bank precinct, 
and be taken on a tour of Woolworths’ 
Brisbane Regional Distribution Centre at 
Larapinta and a new format Coles store 
recently launched in Brisbane.

For more information and to obtain a 
conference program and registration 
and accommodation information, 

please contact Anne Larard on 
anne.larard@optusnet.com.au 
and 0432 395 985.

Grape industry to 
reconnect in Brisbane 

www.TriggsTrellisSupplies.com

�Shaw Swing Arm Trellis 
including all components

�Table Grape Trellis for local 
and interstate customers!
�Swing Arm Contracting 

Services including Cordon Bunch 
Removal, Cane cutting, Leaf 

Removal, Wetting & Harvesting
�Steel Processing for various 

industry applications
�Machinery & Equipment 

manufacture, repairs 
& maintenance

•  Exceptional Quality
•  On Time Delivery

•  Great Service & Advice
•  All at the Right Price!

Call Rodney on 03 5022 2219

Delegates will visit Woolworth’s Brisbane Regional Distribution centre (BRDC) 
which is responsible for effectively supplying 200 supermarkets in Queensland and 
northern NSW.
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Inconsistent quality was identified at 
last year’s Australian Prune Industry 
Association (APIA) conference as a major 
impediment to growth of the industry.

To address the quality issue and 
help educate growers, a field day 
was held at the Griffith Centre for 
Irrigated Agriculture on 21 April.

35 prune growers, advisors and New 
South Wales’ Department of Industry 
and Investment staff gathered to 
hear presentations on soil health, 
prune nutrition, irrigation practices 
and an outline of trials conducted 
at Loxton this season. The field day 
also included a demonstration of 
correct budding techniques and 
provided an opportunity for growers 
to discuss their pruning methods 
provided plenty of practical advice.

Soil health
Charles Sturt University Research 
Fellow Karl Andersson said soil was 
composed of mineral particles, organic 
matter, water and air. Colour is a simple 
method of classifying soil, he said. 

Black/dark brown soil usually indicates 

the presence of decaying organic 
matter, so it is generally fertile. 

Pale brown/yellow soil often indicates 
that organic matter and nutrients are 
low and this generally means poor 
fertility and structure. As a result 
pale coloured soil needs plenty of 
organic matter and mulching. 

Red soil usually indicates extensive 
weathering and good drainage, but often 
needs nutrients and organic matter. 
The red colour is due to the oxidising of 
iron compounds (‘rusting’) in the soil.

He said organic matter was the lifeblood 
of productive soil. It stores nutrients for 
plants, improves the structure of the soil, 
holds moisture and provides food for 
earthworms and micro organisms which 
further improve soil fertility and structure. 

Soil organisms are an important part 
of the soil and can represent 3% of 
the dry matter. They include bacteria, 
fungi, mites, ants, millipedes, beetles, 
earthworm, slugs and snails which 
derive their energy and nutrients 
from breaking down plant and animal 
material. When digesting this material 
they release oxygen and mineral 
nutrients that plants can use. 

When soil organisms die they 
decompose and release more 
nutrients, so are valuable contributors 
to soil fertility. They also help 
improve soil structure with their 
tunnelling and burrowing, and 

Field day addresses prune 
quality

Andrew Creek, Industry & Investment NSW gave a practical demonstration of chip 
budding.
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by converting fine particles into 
larger crumbs or aggregates. 

Mr Andersson said soil structure was 
determined by the arrangement of 
these aggregates and the pore space 
between them. This in turn affected the 
flow of air and water through the soil. 

He said a moist, but freely draining soil, 
holds 25–35% water by volume and 15–
25% air by volume. However he warned 
that too much cultivation could damage 
the soil structure and impede drainage 
and flow of nutrients to deeper roots.

Prune nutrition
Peter Reynolds from Yenda Producers 
Co-operative discussed the importance of 
nutrition. He presented results from leaf 
analysis testing conducted in Griffith in 
late January and early February this year. 

He said it was important to split nitrogen 
applications. Too much nitrogen in 
Spring can lead to poor fruit quality 
and it is much more beneficial to 
split the application and fertilise 
the tree in Autumn when harvest is 
complete to prepare the tree for the 
following year’s production, he said.

Phosphorus is usually applied at planting 
and then once every five or so years 
so it was not surprising that most 
farms showed satisfactory levels.

Almost a third of the crops were calcium 
deficient, which can lead to soft fruit with 
thin skins and watery flesh. To counteract 
this calcium can be applied to the ground 
or directly onto the leaves, he said.

He suggested zinc and other trace 
elements be applied in early Spring 
as a foliar spray. However in most 
cases copper, manganese, iron and 
boron were generally not needed 
unless test results were low.

A more detailed report on the results 

of individual elements can be found in 
the April-June edition of The Vine.

d’Agen clone differences 

Industry Development Officer Anne 
Mooney said there was anecdotal 
evidence that clones of the classic French 
d’agen plum performed differently in 
drying and processing and that perhaps 
changes were required to improve 
overall quality of the end product.

Processor Angas Park took the 
opportunity to test this hypothesis 
this season with harvested fruit from 
Darlington Point. Each variety of fruit was 
dried individually at the Loxton drying 
facility and will later be pitted, so that any 
processing differences can be observed.

Angas Park aim to repeat the 
experiment over the next two seasons 
and will present interim results from 
this first season at APIA’s Annual 
Conference on 29 September,2010.

Dehydration issues
Dehydration is a critical process in 
prune production and discussion on 
this topic was lively at the field day.

Weather conditions were an issue 
with storms during harvest increasing 
humidity and affecting drying times.

A large crop put pressure on 
dryers, especially when fruit from 
Yenda, Coleambally and Griffith 
all came in at once. As result the 
new tunnels were kept very busy, 
showing that extra drying capacity 
is needed in high cropping years.

With rising costs of fuel, growers are 
looking forward to the results of a 
current research project on efficient 
dehydration methods which will be 
presented at the APIA conference.

Other growers mentioned a 
massive difference in how drying 

Pruning: the basics

trays were loaded and said drying 
profit margins could be increased 
by addressing this issue.

Another issue of concern was the 
different response of harvested fruit held 
in cool store before dehydration. Cooling 
fruit quickly is important to maintain 
quality. Some fruit that had been 
hydro-cooled softened after 10 days 
while some fruit held at 1°C maintained 
condition for one month. However, 
growers also noted that the cost of 
storage can be high, hence the need for 
more efficient use of dehydrators and 
further investigation of practical methods 
to spread the crop load more evenly.

The order of harvest was reversed this 
year with later ripening clones picked 
first. Growers attempted to pick crop at 
optimum sugars (minimum 27°Brix) and 
late harvested fruit was of a good quality.

All growers agreed the industry 
focus should be on marketing 
and quality assurance.

Pruning, training and 
manipulating the canopy
Mrs Mooney emphasised to growers 
the importance of pruning in 
manipulating yields and quality.

Pruning promotes vigour, but reduces 
total tree growth she said.

The goal is to balance vigorous vertical 
growth which is less fruitful with the 
less vigorous, but more fruitful horizontal 
growth she said. A light pruning helped 
to increase flower buds and fruit 
production with shorter one year growth.

Buds

Young trees produce long shoots with 
leaf buds at all nodes, flower buds 
form on secondary laterals. As the tree 
matures smaller fruiting laterals develop 
into fruiting spurs. Pruning cuts in Winter 
stimulates a leaf bud to open and grow.

Young trees

Pruning and training young trees is 
vital for establishing tree structure and 
maximising fruiting and limb strength. 
It also encourages early cropping and 
makes orchard management easier 
because all the trees are the same.

Mature trees

There needs to be a balance 
between new growth, young spur 
systems, older spur systems and 
structural support in mature trees. 

Pruning can prevent overcropping and 
limb breakages and improve fruit quality 
and it is best done in early Winter, 
before root movement commences.

■ Pruning is important in maintaining 
tree vigour, fruit quality, light 
penetration and reduces crowding

■ Plums fruit on fruiting spurs 
and one year old laterals

■ Prune in early Winter
■ Prune to reduce tree height
■ If hedging, it needs to be 

followed up by hand pruning
■ Summer prune to remove 

water shoots and suckers
■ Eliminate the 4 D’s – disease, 

deadwood, deformed limbs 
and diagonal limbs.
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Having grown up on a broad acre farm, 
about 65 kilometres west of Griffith, 
my main exposure to horticulture was 
my parent’s vegetable patch. However, 
during my secondary schooling, I 
developed a keen interest in the 
subject of agriculture and decided 
to pursue a career in horticulture. 

I began a Bachelor degree in 
Environmental Horticulture at 
Charles Sturt University at Wagga 
Wagga, and although this proved 
to be very interesting, after doing 
a bit of research I soon learnt that 
the University of Western Sydney 

(UWS – Hawkesbury) offered a 
degree in Horticultural Science. I 
was able to receive credits from the 
subjects that I studied at Charles Sturt 
therefore allowing me to complete 
my studies at UWS in my third year. 

My first job was with Woolworths as a 
Quality Assurance Officer at both the 
Flemington and Homebush Distribution 
Centres. It was there that I was able 
to gain an understanding on a lot of 
aspects of fruit and vegetables that 
end up in the consumer’s kitchen.

This experience led me to a job with 
the Panda Ranch Group of Companies 
in Cobram, Victoria. I was employed 
as the Quality and Technical Manager 
where my main role was implementing 
their ‘Ripe n Ready’ peach, nectarine 
and pear program. The program was 
adopted from California and involved 
manipulating the temperature and 

humidity of harvested fruit to control 
the ripening process. I was fortunate 
to go on a study tour to the United 
States where I was able to see 
where the program originated.

Three years later a horticulturist’s 
position at Yenda Producers Co-
operative Ltd became available. 
It was an opportunity to return 
to my home town and apply my 
skills within a local business.

My experience working with stone fruit 
growers was beneficial and with the 
support of the co-op’s experienced 
horticultural team I have learned a 
great deal and made many contacts. 

This knowledge has been invaluable 
for my job at the co-op, but also on 
my newly acquired 20ha prune and 
grape farm. This has proved to be both 
exciting and challenging and  allows 
me to empathise with my clients. 

From the high temperatures through 
to heavy rain periods causing high 
humidity, last season was difficult. 
Fortunately, both my grape and prune 
crops were of high quality crops which 
I hope I can attribute to my skills and 
knowledge rather than beginners luck! 

It is a wonderful opportunity to be 
able to travel to South Africa for 
the prune congress. I am hoping to 
gain a better understanding of the 
world prune industry by networking 
with key stakeholders and will bring 
home an increased knowledge of 
improvements in growing techniques 
which I can share with the Griffith 
and Young members of the Australian 
Prune Industry Association. 

Ann Furner to attend 
South Africa congress

Horticulturist and grower Ann Furner has won an Australian Prune Industry 
Association scholarship that will see her travel to the International Prune 

Association Congress in South Africa. This is her story.

Ann Furner, winner of an APIA 
scholarship to the International Prune 
Association Congress in South Africa. 

Encouraging young entrepreneurs 
into the horticulture industry is a 
constant challenge in Australia and 
the prune industry is not immune. 
With the aim of presenting young 
growers with the opportunity to 
learn more about the industry 
globally and make contacts among 
the leading growers in the United 
States and Chile, the Australian 
Prune Industry Association (APIA) has 
established a scholarship to attend 
the International Prune Association 
Congress. This year, the congress 
will be in South Africa, where 
production is about the same as 
Australia, but far less mechanised.

APIA Chair Cheryl Heley said they 
were delighted to have Anne 
Furner as the first recipient of the 
scholarship and were confident that 
her knowledge and enthusiasm 
would inspire other young members 
of the prune industry to participate.

Basin Plan a hot topic at APIA conference
APIA Chair Cheryl Heley said there 
was much talk about the impending 
release of the draft Basin Plan and it 
was a real coup to have Mr Freeman 
accept their invitation to come and talk 
directly to growers about it. 

The conference will be held at 
the Gemini Hotel in Griffith on 29 
September.

While water is a hot topic for all 
members of the community, Mrs Heley 

Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) 

Chief Executive Rob Freeman has been 

confirmed as the keynote speaker 

at the Australian Prune Industry 

Association (APIA) Annual Conference.

said reports from Horticulture Australia 
(HAL) and research project leaders 
would be sure to interest growers.

Further information will be mailed to 
all members closer to the conference 
date. 

Anyone interested in attending 
the conference should contact the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association 
office on (03) 5023 5174.

APIA Annual Conference 2010

Date:  Wednesday 29 September 

Venue:  Gemini Hotel, 

 Banna Ave, Griffith, NSW
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Premium Dried Fruits brand was 
strong. “We are extremely proud of our 
growing reputation, both domestically 
and internationally, for being able to 
consistently provide premium quality 
dried grapes.” 

He confidently attests that whilst 
Australian Premium Dried Fruits’ 
processing and 
storage techniques 
are unique, one of the 
keys to their success 
is the suppliers who 
strive to produce 
quality, contaminate-
free dried grapes. 

“We source our fruit 
from leading and 
innovative growers 
within the Australian 
dried fruit industry. 
They are chosen 
because they have 
adopted modern 
trellis systems, 

Australian Premium Dried Fruits has 
taken another step forward by becoming 
a processor/marketer member of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA).

Australian Premium Dried Fruits 
Managing Director, Grant Ferry said 
the company was looking to expand its 
business to meet the increasing demand 
for its high quality dried vine fruit 
products and believed that being able to 
work on common issues with the ADFA 
would help achieve that.

“The ADFA provides an industry voice 
and has an understanding of the 
challenges that confront participants 
to return dried vine fruit production in 
Australia to a sustainable venture,” Mr 
Ferry said.

ADFA Chairman, Mark King said 
Australian Premium Dried Fruits’ 
decision to join ADFA was a welcome 
move that would help ensure a better 
understanding of the issues affecting 
each industry sector. “Importantly, we 
also share the common goal of seeking 
to increase grower confidence, industry 
investment, innovation and viability,” Mr 
King said.

Australian Premium Dried Fruits began 
three years ago when a group of local 
people who were passionate about the 
dried grape industry teamed together. 
They built a state-of-the art processing 
plant at Merbein South and developed 
new and innovative agronomic 
processes to produce quality Australian 
dried grapes.

“The processes are low impact and allow 
the true characteristics of the product to 
remain intact,” Mr Ferry said. 

“We use high grade plastic bins for 
transport and storage of fruit and 
because fruit is stored in a temperature 
controlled facility there is no need for 
fumigants. All this helps contribute to 
the delivery of a high quality premium 
product.”

Whilst current economic circumstances 
and water shortages have certainly 
caused challenges for all sectors of the 
industry, excellent management systems 
have ensured that Australian Premium 
Dried Fruits continue to develop a solid 
and secure position within the domestic 
and international dried grape market. 

Mr Ferry said the team of growers 
and processors had worked hard over 
the last three years and the Australian 

irrigation and harvesting infrastructure 
and have a high quality management 
system in place. Most importantly 
though, they share the same zeal for 
quality and constantly strive to achieve 
those goals.”

As demand for Australian Premium Dried 
Fruits product continues to increase, the 
company is looking for new like-minded 
growers to join their team.

“We recognise that our growers put 
a lot of money, time and passion into 
producing fruit of the highest standard, 
so it is important that we reward them 
with premium prices and encourage 
them to supply our required volumes for 
years to come,” Mr Ferry said. 

Australian Premium Dried Fruits invites 
interested growers to contact their office 
on (03) 5025 6210 to discuss supply 
opportunities.

Australian Premium Dried Fruits

Above: Australian Premium Dried Fruits’ processing pant at Merbein South.

Top: Fruit is hand sorted in the white room to maintain premium lines.

Australian Premium Dried Fruits 
joins ADFA 
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Biosecurity levy now official
Grape Ambassador and this generated 
a lot of publicity. She is unavailable 
this season and we have chosen Geoff 
Huegill. 

Mr Huegill has a good story to tell - he 
is a retired Olympic champion who 
gained 45 kilograms in weight before 
deciding to return to his sport. He has 
lost all his excess weight, is winning 
gold medals at World Championships 
and is expected to win gold at the 
upcoming Commonwealth games. His 
message will be about the importance 
of healthy snacks such as table grapes 
when trying to lose weight along with 
other key health benefits. 

One of the major activities of the 
domestic and international promotional 
plan is for the ATGA to undertake a 
production plan. 

It is imperative that the ATGA has a 
thorough understanding and knowledge 
of Australian table grape production 
and statistics when making important 
strategic decisions about the future of 
the industry. Our plan will only be as 
good as the input that we have, so we 
require the co-operation of all growers. 

Market access
The ATGA is expecting to sign a market 
access protocol for Australian table 
grapes into China on 1 July.

Nick Muraca and I and Chinese 
government officials have been invited 
to a Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry (DAFF) VIP luncheon in 
the Australian Pavilion at the Shanghai 
World Exposition. DAFF secretary 
Dr Conall O’Connell will be there to 
represent the Federal Government for 
the signing. 

We have completed all the necessary 
research to satisfy China’s concerns 
about our pests and diseases and in 
mid-June Biosecurity Australia (BA) 

The table grape 
biosecurity levy 
is now official 
and legislated 
by the Federal 
Government. 
Advice from 
Canberra in 
late June 
indicated that 
the Australian 
Table Grape 
Association 

(ATGA) had carried out their 
requirements for establishing a new 
levy and it has now been made law. 

The levy has been set at zero. However, 
under the terms of the Emergency 
Plant Pest Response Deed (EPPRD) 
should there be an exotic incursion of 
any pest or disease, the government 
in the first instance will fund the 
necessary eradication process, even 
to the extent of removing vineyards if 
deemed necessary. The levy will then 
be enacted to replace cost borne by 
the government under the eradication 
process. 

If the eradication has a financial 
impact on any grower, the government 
will compensate them under a 
predetermined cost based formula. 

Growers across Australia will pay the 
levy only until the cost is recovered 
over a period no greater than 10 years. 
Once repaid, the levy then reverts back 
to zero.

Nearly every horticultural industry has 
become a member of Plant Health 
Australia, a prerequisite to agreeing 
to be a signature for the EPPRD. The 
government is working with all those 
horticulture industries to ensure they 
satisfy the requirements of establishing 
a levy. Most industries have set their 
levy at zero although some have been 
proactive in setting the levy at greater 
than zero to establish a ‘warchest’ in 
advance should an incursion occur.

Promotion
The ATGA is in the final stages of 
completing its promotional plans for the 
domestic and international markets. 

The domestic campaign will build 
on the activities initiated last season 
and aim to measure the effectiveness 
of these activities as outlined in the 
second year of the five year promotion 
plan. 

Last season Libby Trickett was our Table 

received a draft protocol for table grape 
access.

There is a high expectation that we will 
sign the protocol at the Shanghai expo, 
but nothing official has been received at 
this stage.

BA recently announced that Japan has 
finalised Australian grapefruit’s market 
access application and we are waiting 
on a formal announcement that Japan 
will commence work on table grape 
market access. Japanese legislation 
requires verification trials on our cold 
disinfestation research and we expect 
those trails to go ahead next season 
barring no unforeseen circumstances. 

Korea is currently working on our 
market access application while BA 
works on Korea’s access to Australia. 
There is expected progress on those 
applications over the next few years. 

There has been a lot of discussion 
regarding Californian table grape 
imports for the coming season. The 
United States has informed Australia of 
detections of a fruit fly called Drosophila 
suzukii. The ATGA has been working 
very closely with BA over this issue. 

In response to the detection AQIS has 
suspended all table grape imports 
from the US until such time the US 
satisfies BA that they have appropriate 
quarantine measures to prevent the fly 
from entering Australia. 

BA has supervised methyl bromide 
fumigation of the flies in the US and is 
satisfied this measure will control the 
flies; however, the US has presented 
preliminary data on some trials they 
are doing using SO2/CO2 followed by 
cold treatment. Initial results from these 
trials look promising, but more trials are 
required to demonstrate effectiveness 
with sufficient insect numbers before 
BA will accept this measures as method 
of preventing the flies from entering 
Australia.

Connect with other growers
The GrapeConnect annual conference 
is being conducted on 3-4 August 
in Brisbane. I encourage all growers 
to attend this conference. For more 
information see the article on page 9 
or contact the conference co-ordinator 
Anne Larard on 0432 395 985 or email 
anne.larard@optusnet.com.au.

ATGA Chief Executive’s report

ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott

“One of the major 
activities of the 
domestic and 
international 

promotional plan is for 
the ATGA to undertake 

a production plan.”
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AHEA achieves AQIS fee 
over-charge refund 

A Ministerial reform package was 
negotiated, with the 40% subsidy 
continuing until June 2011, saving 
exporters hundreds of thousands of dollars 
during this period.

The AHEA, through the Ministerial 
Taskforce, further pushed for the over-
recovered AQIS charges for those three 
months in 2009.

Horticultural exporters have started to 
receive payments with all monies to be 
refunded before the end of the financial 
year.

This is the first major win from the 
Horticultural Ministerial Taskforce on AQIS 
Reforms, and it has been welcomed by all 
horticultural exporters, after another tough 
trading year battling adverse weather 
conditions and an exchange rate as high as 
92 cents for much of the year. 

Mr Summers said the payment would 
enable horticulture exporters to make 
significant progress in meeting the 
requirements of the export reform strategy.

 The AHEA represents the interests of all 
horticultural exporters across Australia to 
Federal Government, and the government’s 
agreement to this refund is a big win for 
horticultural exporters, doing it hard, he 
said.

Mr Burke said the ECRP reform agenda 
was the first major overhaul of Australia’s 
export certification system in more than 20 
years.

“It was needed to reinvigorate our export 
certification system, to cut red tape 
and to meet changed importing country 
requirements for a range of agriculture 
export industries.

“All sectors of those industries have 
expressed their support for ECRP, which 
will result in considerable cost savings 
through more efficient processes and 
improved productivity.”

Reforms will be in place by July 2011; each 
industry sector will be affected differently 
depending on its certification requirements, 
and importing country requirements 
will continue to be met to the highest 
standards. Regular updates on the process 
will be posted on the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry website

The AHEA is seeking stronger support from 
all horticultural exporters and they are 
invited to become members by contacting 
the association on (03) 9210 9380 or email 
ahea@ahea.com.au for details. 

Horticultural exporters are getting an 
unexpected end of financial year lift, with 
a Federal Government refund of AQIS over 
charges backdated to between 1 July and 
15 September 2009.

The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry, Tony Burke announced a 
$790,000 refund of AQIS over charges from 
between 1 July and 15 September, 2009.

The Australian Horticultural Exporters 
Association (AHEA) has for some time, 
been pushing the Joint Industry – AQIS 
Horticultural Export Ministerial Taskforce 
to agree to this one off payment to  
assist horticultural exporters before   
30 June, 2010.

Mr Burke agreed to the one-off payments, 
saying it provided justice for horticultural 
exporters who were faced with higher 
export costs during the three month period.

“This is an effective measure to ensure 
equitable treatment for the horticulture 
industry, especially citrus exporters, and to 
ensure their commitment to reform under 
the Export Certification Reform Package 
(ECRP) announced by the government in 
November 2009,” Mr Burke said.

AHEA Chief Executive Officer, and Industry 
Co-Chair of the Horticultural Ministerial 
Taskforce, Maxwell Summers said: 
“this is the best good news story for 
horticultural exporters in a long time, and it 
demonstrates the government’s continuing 
support for an important export industry 
sector”.

In 2009, the AHEA challenged the Federal 
Government’s attempts to remove the 40% 
subsidy on AQIS fees and successfully 
achieved this, having it blocked in the 
Senate. 

GRAFTED
VINES – 2010

Autumn Royal 
on Freedom

Black American 
on Kober 5BB

Crimson on Paulsen, 
Ruggeri, Schwarzmann 

and Kober 5BB 

Flame Seedless on 
Schwarzmann

Menindee Seedless 
on Paulsen, Kober 
5BB and Sultana 

Red Globe on Ramsey

H5/H4 Sultana 
on Ramsey

“This is an effective 
measure to ensure 
equitable treatment 
for the horticulture 

industry and to ensure 
their commitment to 

reform under the Export 
Certification Reform 

Package (ECRP).”
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Young grower learns to love 
the grape life

Grower profile

George Moraitis (right) takes great comfort in working with his brother Rick (left) on their Irymple vineyards.

George Moraitis hasn’t always had 
a passion for table grapes, in fact as 
a teenager and young adolescent he 
hated it.

“I remember dad asking me if I wanted 
a career on the farm, and when I said 
no I was allowed to go and pursue other 
dreams,” he said.

“For 12 months I played soccer in 
Adelaide and it wasn’t until mum and 
dad asked me to come home and help 
my brother Rick with the pruning while 
they were overseas that I realised what I 
had left behind.

“There’s so much more to farming than 
simply growing a crop, and it was this 
lifestyle that attracted me.”

George enjoys the freedom of working 
on his own property and the fact the he 
doesn’t have to follow a typical 9-5 day 
doing the same thing over and over.

“You work with the seasons,” he said. 
“Some days are long, particularly during 
harvest, but in Winter when things are 
quieter I can finish early and spend some 
time with the family or play a round of 
golf,” he said.

block in Irymple. Three years ago we 
decided to expand our businesses and 
we all invested in an 8ha block in Red 
Cliffs.”

The three families each have their own 
businesses and are responsible for their 
own blocks, but they pool their labour 
resources to work together and help 
each other out. 

“I find it comforting working as a group 
and together we finish one job at one 
property and then move on to the next 
one,” George said.

The three men grow a range of varieties 
that includes: Thompson Seedless, Red 
Globe, Crimson Seedless, Menindee 
Seedless, Autumn Royal, Calmeria, and 
the new CSIRO variety Magic Seedless.

When asked how Magic Seedless was 
performing George said it was still early 
days but he could see the potential. 

He said the quality of fruit wasn’t quite 
there this year for any of the varieties. 
The November heat wave really knocked 
the vines around while they were 
flowering and this limited the potential of 
the final yield and quality. 

The Moraitis family is a close knit unit 
that work well together.

George’s mother and father, Mary and 
Arthur, purchased the 12 hectare (30 
acre) dried fruit property at Irymple from 
Mary’s parents in the late 1970s.

A combination of poor dried fruit prices 
and an emerging table grape industry 
led Arthur to plant a few table grape 
varieties and dabble in the fresh market 
during the 1980s. It was a busy time, 
especially during harvest when he 
made the seven hour trek to Melbourne 
wholesale markets twice a week to 
sell the fruit. It was demanding, but 
the returns were there and the drying 
varieties were gradually pulled out and 
replaced with fresh varieties.

“I didn’t like growing grapes,” said 
George, “but after returning from 
Adelaide and pruning for 10 weeks with 
Rick, it started to grow on me.

“In 1999 I purchased an 8ha (20 acres) 
block in Irymple. The block was planted 
with mostly Thompson Seedless and 
these have been slowly replaced with a 
range of other varieties. 

“Rick also has his own 4ha (10 acre) 
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Rick Moraitis.

“There’s so much more 
to farming than simply 
growing a crop, and it 
was this lifestyle that 

attracted me.”

As a result most of the fruit was sold on 
the domestic market this year. 

“Normally we send about 90-95% of our 
fruit overseas, but this year that figure 
fell to about 25%,” he said. 

“A high Australian dollar didn’t help 
much either.”

George has a strong interest in exporting 
and would one day like to develop this 
part of the business.

“About three years ago I started thinking 
about export and the returns we were 
getting. At the time we were getting 
about $13-14 a carton back to the shed, 
about the same as our costs,” he said. 

“I thought we could be retaining a bit 
more price to us and so began looking at 
the options available and what it would 
take to export our own fruit.”

Last season George went on two trade 
missions to Asia to learn more about the 
process and make some contacts with 
overseas buyers.

“The Victorian Department of Primary 
Industries led a trip to Thailand, Malaysia 
and Vietnam. This was great to see 
first hand how the markets operated 
and what quality parameters they were 
looking for and I made many useful 
contacts. 

“Later I went with Austrade to Asia Fruit 
Logistica in Hong Kong and was able to 
reconnect with many of those contacts. 

“I learnt a great deal during these trips 
and recommend an Austrade trip to 
anybody who wants to export.”

While most of their fruit is sent through 
exporters, George has developed a new 
company known as Glamour Fresh to 
export fruit in his own right.

“The long term goal is that the export 
business will be my main role and Rick 
will look after the harvest of the grapes, 
but we need to be able to get our fruit 
quality consistently right first,” he said.

George said it was no good sitting back 
and whingeing about prices, you had 

to take a proactive role and make the 
changes happen.

He joined the Sunraysia Table Grape 
Growers Association (STGGA) and is 
currently serving his second year as a 
Board member.

“It has been great to come to the Board 
with ideas and then see how we tackle 
them as a group,” he said. “Working 
towards a goal and seeing those ideas 
come into fruition is very enjoyable, but 
also very rewarding.

“Our biggest challenge at the moment 
is water – and it’s not even about the 
drought any more.

“There’s a real fear that we could lose 
40% of our water entitlement when the 
Murray-Darling Basin Plan comes into 
effect. 

“We don’t know if we are going to be 
compensated and if we have to buy in 
extra water, it will be an extra cost that 
we as growers have to manage. 

“With the price of fruit being down 
at around $13-14 a carton it will be 
impossible to stay in the industry, and 
that will be a real shame, not only for our 
family, but for the entire region.”

Since returning to the farm, George has 
relished in the joy it has brought him.

“We enjoy our lifestyle and the situation 
that we are in and hope that our three 
boys do too,” George said.

“Although it is much too early to say, 
I don’t think it would be a bad career 
decision if the boys decided they wanted 
to stay and work on the farm, and I will 
keep working to ensure they have that 
opportunity.”George Moraitis at home in the vineyard.
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Background 

Thompson Seedless is the most popular 
table grape variety grown in Australia. 
Major losses from berry collapse in 
Thompson Seedless have occurred 
in a number of seasons in the last 
decade. The problem has been linked 
to high temperatures during early berry 
development, when gibberellins (GA) 
are applied to increase berry size. On 
average, maximum temperatures were 
5-10°C higher during late November 
in the seasons when widespread berry 
collapse was observed, compared to other 
seasons when there was no or very low 
incidences of the problem. 

To gain a better insight into its cause and 
the mechanisms involved, the problem 
has been investigated in a recently 
completed project by CSIRO Plant Industry 
in collaboration with Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI), Victoria. In 2008, 
the incidence and severity of the problem 
varied between and within properties. 
This provided an opportunity to identify 
the ‘best practices’ to enable growers to 
minimise the incidence of berry collapse 
in future seasons. 

Symptoms and causes
Berry collapse in Thompson Seedless 
becomes visually obvious around véraison 
(berry softening). The visual symptoms 
in the severe seasons, generally involve 
development of striated necrotic 
(dead) tissue in the berry skin, berry 
discolouration and collapse predominantly 
at the distal end of the berry (furthest 
from the stalk) with an apparent loss of 
moisture from the berry (Figure 1). Brown 
striations on berries are a good indicator 
of whether or not a berry is likely to 
succumb to collapse symptoms. 

Detailed microscopic analyses show that 

Thompson Seedless berry collapse 
By Peter Clingeleffer, Davinder Singh, 

Michael Treeby and Kristen Pitt

the collapse is associated with cell death 
leading to a loss of internal structure and 
absence of viable cells in the collapsed 
part of the berry. Cells in healthy berries 
are compact and are arranged regularly 
whereas cells of collapsed berries are 
abnormal in shape and are arranged 
irregularly (Figure 2). Laboratory studies 
have shown that moisture loss from 
berries with the brown striations is higher 
than unblemished berries. 

Detailed glasshouse and field studies 
have confirmed that the incidence of 
berry collapse can be linked to GA 
treatment and high temperatures during 
early berry development and that the 
problem is exacerbated by water stress, 
cincturing and some rootstocks (eg. 
Schwarzmann compared to Ramsey). The 
results suggest that the ‘trigger point’ with 
respect to temperature is between 35°C 
and 40°C (daily maxima). 

Management to reduce berry 
collapse 

The scientific studies and observation of 

grower practices have identified vineyard 
design and management practices which 
may assist growers to minimise the 
incidence of berry collapse. These are 
provided below.

Vineyard design
■ Use high vigour, deep rooted rootstocks 

such as Ramsey. Avoid moderate vigour, 
drought sensitive rootstocks such as 
Schwarzmann. Thompson Seedless 
vines grafted on Schwarzmann had 
higher levels of berry collapse than 
vines grafted on Ramsey, particularly 
under conditions of water stress.

■ Install large, wide V-trellises to increase 
shade and reduce water loss through 
soil water evaporation. 

■ Develop systems to improve the micro-
climate in the vineyard (ie. reduce 
temperature and increase humidity). 
These include:-

- systems that irrigate the complete 
ground surface (e.g. under-vine 
sprinklers); 

Healthy Berry Collapsed Berry Striated Berry

Figure 2. Microscopic symptoms of (a) healthy, (b) collapsed and (c) striated berries of Thompson Seedless stained with 
fluorescein diacetate.

Figure 1. A. Bunch showing typical berry collapse at harvest. B. Bunch with lighting 
adjusted to highlight collapsed berries (ie. berries with darker colouration) C. Berry 
showing striations associated with necrotic tissue which occurs around veraison 
and is the first sign of a problem. 

Cell Death

A CB
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- develop and maintain cover crops to 
minimise direct solar radiation to soil 
surface, but take care to avoid potential 
negative impacts on soil moisture 
status; 

- install ‘misters’ to reduce vineyard 
temperatures during heat waves. 

Vineyard management 
■ Eliminating water stress is a critical 

factor to decrease canopy and fruit 
temperatures by transpirational 
cooling. Hence, careful attention to 
water management to minimise stress 
during shoot and berry development 
is required. Consideration should be  
given to:-

- early spring irrigations to fill the soil     
profile and provide buffering during  
hot weather;

- schedule to maintain soil moisture  
at or near field capacity during berry  
development to offset vine transpiration 
and soil water evaporation, estimated 
to require a total of 35-55 litres per day 
per vine, depending on vine size; 

- use of ‘misters’ to reduce vineyard 
temperature.

■ Avoid GA sizing sprays during predicted 
heat wave conditions (that is when the 
daily maximum is greater than 35°C )

■ Do not cincture if heat wave conditions 
are predicted. 

■ Consider the use of particle film 
products such as Surround® to reduce 
canopy temperature during the early 
stages of berry development. In the 
studies, applications of Surround® 
reduced early symptoms of berry 
collapse (ie. brown striations associated 
with water stress treatments), promoted 
early ripening and increased berry 
weight. Such products should only be 
applied at the very early stages of berry 
development to avoid visible residues. 

■ Position plastic vine covers above the 
vine canopy to ensure adequate air 
circulation and ventilation.

■ Fruit with striated berries, a strong 
indicator of a potential berry collapse, 
should be harvested as early as 
possible once minimum maturity 
standards are achieved and not placed 
in cool storage for any period of time. 

Conclusions 
The studies have confirmed that the 
incidence of berry collapse can be linked 
to GA treatment and high temperatures 
during early berry development. The 
problem is exacerbated by water stress, 
cincturing and some rootstocks (eg. 
Schwarzmann compared to Ramsey). 

Vineyard management practices have 
been identified which should enable 
Thompson Seedless growers to 
minimise losses from berry collapse 
if high temperatures occur during and 
subsequent to the period when GA is 
applied to enhance berry size. Attention 
should be given to irrigation management 
to minimise water stress during the 
critical berry development period. If 
high temperatures are forecast, growers 
should consider not cincturing and adjust 
the timing of GA sizing sprays. 
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Lifestyle Property with 
Good Returns
Jandowae Table Grape Farm
• 28.59ha (70.65 acres) Freehold
• Lovely 4 bedroom brick home, stunning views
•  40 acres Table Grape Vines with markets in 

place
• Profit and loss information available
•  Abundant water from large dam, bore  

and tanks 
• Includes plant & machinery

Auction Friday 17th September TIME 10.00am
Venue On Site
View Tuesday August 24th, 31st & September 7th 

10.00am Bookings Essential
Andrew Kirtley 0400 598 866

Roger Lyne 0427 698 866 
raywhiterural.com Ref No. RDA2807456

Dalby



SADTFA 
Management 

Committee 
 

Deputy Chairman

Kris Werner

Grower Representatives

Jim Ellis

Paul Wittwer

Packer Representatives: 

Colin Farey
 Angas Park Fruit Company

Peter Manning 
Angas Park Fruit Company

 
Marketer Representative

Chris Ellis
Angas Park Fruit Company

 
SADTFA Secretariat: 

Phil Chidgzey
Australian Dried Fruits Association

31 Deakin Avenue

PO Box 5942

Mildura 3502

Tel: (03) 5023 5174

Email: driedtreefruits@adfa.asn.au

20

New varieties bring life to 
dried tree fruit industry

20

The South Australian Dried Tree Fruits 
Association (SADTFA) is celebrating 
the improved outlook for their industry 
and invites interested growers to their 
inaugural outlook conference.

SADTFA Deputy Chairman Kris Werner 
said there was a real potential for the 
Australian industry to grow and the 
conference had been developed to 
attract new growers and stimulate 
further plantings from existing growers. 

As such the conference has aptly been 
named ‘Dried tree fruits – Why not 
consider the option?’ 

“The outlook for dried tree fruit is 
positive,” Mr Werner said. “The market 
for quality Australian fruit is strong and 
our local research is helping to produce 
a better product with reduced growing 
costs.

“Darren Graetz and Michael Rettke 
from the South Australian Research 
and Development 
Institute (SARDI) have 
been instrumental in 
breeding new varieties 
specifically for the 
Australian climate.”

Mr Werner said not 
only did these new 
selections taste great, 
but they processed a 
lot better so the end 
product was much 
improved.

Not only will 
conference attendees 
be able to see these 
new varieties growing 
at the Loxton Centre, 
but they will be able 
to sample the dried 
fruit and discover 
the great flavours for 
themselves.

“The conference 
aims to provide the 
latest information on 
growing practices 
so we will also hear 

about the research on tree density and 
tree management practices – all aimed 
at reducing costs and maximising 
returns.

“Michael will highlight the orchard 
layout in terms of the harvesting 
techniques possible including 
mechanisation.”

Mr Werner said the research findings 
were very exciting and would benefit 
the industry enormously, but when 
combined with the strong demand 
and positive outlook for prices, dried 
fruit was a very good option for many 
growers.

Explaining what is driving the industry 
forward in the marketplace will be 
Manassen Foods, Group Marketing 
Director Andrew Mitchell. He will talk 
about the size of the market and some 
of the brand management strategies 
Angas Park is implementing to take 
advantage of growth opportunities. 
He will discuss market research on 
consumer preference and demographics 
and how product differentiation helps to 
capture the different market segments.

Finally Steve Chaffey will be able 
to provide some realistic numbers 

Dried tree fruits – Why 
not consider the option
Date: Thursday 29 July, 2010
Venue: Berri Hotel,   
 Berri, South Australia

Registration: 8am



numbers will also have a major impact on 
plant industries.

“We looked at how the various 
organisations would work together in 
the event of a Varroa mite incursion and 
confirmed just how difficult it would be to 
eradicate the pest.”

Mr Turner said a key outcome was 
agreement on the need to identify which 
pesticides may be used to fight Varroa 
mite and whether they are registered for 
that use.

“The group also recommended a 
business continuity plan be prepared for 
the honeybee, pollination and pollination-
reliant plant industries in the case of the 
mite becoming established in Australia. 
The plan is now underway,” Mr Turner 
said.

The simulation exercise was carried 
out, in part, due to growing recognition 

If the world’s most devastating 
honeybee pest reaches Australia’s 
shores, are we ready to deal with it?

This is the scenario played out during 
a simulation exercise conducted at two 
workshops involving representatives of 
the industry, including honey producers, 
pollination providers and pollination-
reliant horticulturalists, along with rural 
research and development corporations 
and government agencies.

A report is now available, outlining the 
results of the exercise held to test the 
likely impact of an incursion of Varroa 
mite, which has had a massive impact 
on bee populations around the globe.

Australia is currently the only major 
honey producing country to be free of 
the microscopic pest, but pollination 
and horticultural industries believe it’s 
a matter of when, not if, it arrives here. 
In the past three years Varroa mite has 
reached New Zealand and Papua New 
Guinea, almost wiping out their wild bee 
populations.

Rodney Turner, General Manager 
Programs with Plant Health Australia, 
was lead author of the report Pollination 
Simulation: A report on two scenario 
driven workshops.

“This exercise highlighted just how 
mobile the industry is, with bee hives 
travelling the length and breadth of the 
country at various times of the year to 
pollinate orchards and other crops,” Mr 
Turner said.

“For the first time, we had biosecurity 
regulators from both plant and animal 
industries together. This is recognition 
that although bees are considered 
livestock, any pests which impact their 

in recent years of the importance of 
pollination and acknowledgement that 
pests and diseases of honeybees have a 
flow-on impact to horticultural and other 
plant industries.

The Australian Honeybee Industry 
Council is now a signatory to the 
Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed, 
and agreement has also been reached 
to include honeybee pests. The deed 
covers the shared management and 
funding of eradication efforts and can 
also see affected producers receive 
reimbursement for losses if there is an 
outbreak.

The report Pollination Simulation: 
A report on two scenario driven 
workshops is now available on the 
pollination page of the Rural Industries 
Research and Development Corporation 
website, at www.rirdc.gov.au
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Simulation exercise highlights importance 
of biosecurity for bee pests

Varroa on its host, the honey bee.

for those growers wanting to assess 
development or re-development options.

Mr Chaffey has also been working 
on a modelling project looking at 
management strategies and performance 
for an Australian dried apricot enterprise 
and will unveil his findings at the 
conference. 

Field day
After lunch participants will embark by 
bus on a field tour of the area, including 
an orchard, drying yards and research 
blocks.

SARDI’s Loxton Centre is at the forefront 
of dried tree fruit research. Conference 
participants will see the transition from 
the past to the present in orchard layout. 

They will be able to compare a wide 
spaced orchard with the higher density 
orchard beside it.

Mr Werner said growers would be able 
to inspect trees of clonal selections 
– Moorpark 1 and Hunter 2 – and the 
newly released varieties Riverbrite, River 
Ruby and 11353.

“While Darren and Michael will discuss 
their tree shape, training requirements 
and performance, we will also have 
growers on hand to tell of their 
experience and how the new varieties 
are performing for them,” he said.

“Growers will also have the chance to 
see high density plantings of improved 
drying varieties at Pike River. This large 

scale productive orchard is planted 
mainly with apricots, but also has some 
peaches for drying.

“We also hope to attract growers from 
other horticulture regions including 
Shepparton, Griffith and Sunraysia who 
may be interested in considering the 
dried tree fruit option.”

The final component to the field day will 
cover the processing side, with a visit to 
Angas Park’s commercial dry yard which 
receives fresh fruit suitable for drying 
.The facility has equipment that cuts 
and dries 1,500 to 2,000 tonnes of fruit 
annually before grading it and sending to 
the Angaston retail packing factory.
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Water – New Victorian policies
In December 2009 a joint horticultural 
industry letter requested the Victorian 
Water Minister to bring forward 
implementation of a new policy on 
carryover and spillable water accounts. 
In recent times an ADFA Branch Forum 
circulated a request to members to 
consider making direct individual 
approach to the Victorian Government 
about the return of withheld water.

New varieties
The Unique Dried Grape Varieties Steering 
Committee (CSIRO) has approved 
continuing moves towards commercial 
release of new sultana and currant types 
(F64-74 and M48-42 respectively). 

An in principle agreement has been 
reached for ADFA to be ‘commercialiser’ 
for these two varieties. The license 
agreement is currently being negotiated 
with CSIRO. Once this agreement 
is finalised, a range of policies and 
procedures for ordering, allocations etc 
will be developed in consultation with 
CSIRO and the steering committee

It is estimated that about 10,000 M48-42 
and 30,000 F64-74 grafted vines will be 
available in Spring 2011, with substantial 
increases in the following year.

Industry development project
Industry development is a high priority 
for the ADFA and the Drying for profit 
program continues to be managed by the 
ADFA Industry Development Officer, John 
Hawtin. 

A wide range of activities are undertaken 
including water Information sessions, 
field walks, nutrition workshops, Lider 
rootstocks, E- News, Horticulture Industry 
Network (HIN), Mildura Horticultural Field 
Days, ADFA Spray Diary, and the Industry 
IDOs/DPI Extension Officers Network.

CSIRO Merbein
An industry funded project found that it 
was not feasible to set up a collaborative 
research centre based at the Merbein 
CSIRO site.

ADFA has had ongoing consultation 
with CSIRO and Mildura Development 
Corporation about the future of the 
Merbein facilities and related assets. 
A submission outlining an industry/
community proposal for future use of the 
site/assets is currently being developed.

Strategic Plan 
A new Dried Grape Industry/ADFA 

Seasonal overview 2010
The 2010 crop was expected to be 20% 
down to just over 14,000 tonnes. Regular 
rain events through the harvest period 
affected fruit quality with low levels of 
light sultanas and Sunmuscats being 
delivered. Currants while generally good 
quality also suffered some damage. 

Sultana berry size was variable, 
depending on harvest dates with early 
harvested fruit generally producing 
smaller berries. Sunmuscat berry size 
was consistent and withstood rain better 
than sultanas, as expected. 

Raisins were the exception yielding as 
well as 2009.

While harvesting was finished by June, 
finish drying will continue through June 
and July.

The future is looking brighter with 
growers reporting that cane growth for 
2011 is looking good and that some 
reworked wine grape varieties will come 
on stream in 2011.

Water – Basin Plan
The Basin Plan is recognised as the 
major issue confronting industries and 
communities which are reliant on the 
Murray Darling river system for irrigation 
water supplies. 

The Sustainable Diversion Limits (SDLs) 
Issues Paper released by the Murray-
Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) in late 
2009 was responded to jointly by local 
horticulture industry organisations 
including wine grapes, table grapes, 
citrus, almonds and dried grapes.

Another co-ordinated horticulture industry 
response will be essential following 
release of the Draft Basin Plan in late 
July/early August 2010. 

The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
Water Committee continues to be active 
on this matter and had developed a basic 
strategy in relation to the Basin Plan 
which includes a number of components 
including: 
■ Seeking political solutions at the 

Federal and State level 
■ Responding to the Basin Plan (when 

released)
■ Seeking legal advice 
■ Seeking the support of all interested 

irrigation/agricultural groups
■ Appropriate communications strategies 

(internal & external).

Strategic Plan (2010-2013) has been 
developed by the Board to help guide 
ADFA activities and help maintain focus 
on the priority issues.

As with the previous plan, it has 4 goals 
relating to:
■ Our Industry – to increase grower 

confidence, industry investment, 
innovation and viability

■ Our Growers – to maximise grower 
returns

■ Our Customers – to sustain and grow 
profitable markets, market share and 
product differentiation

■ Our Organisation – to ensure that the 
ADFA is representative, proactive and 
efficient

The plan also requires ADFA to prepare an 
Annual Business Plan that incorporates 
strategies relating to risk management, 
financial and asset management and 
performance measures. It recognises 
ADFA’s main role in representing 
members’ interests and providing 
services of benefit to members.

Anti-dumping success – Greek 
currant imports
Last year we reported that the Federal 
Minister for Home Affairs had accepted 
Customs’ recommendations in relation 
to alleged dumping of processed dried 
currants exported from Greece to 
Australia. He determined that Greek 
processed currants had been dumped 
on the Australian market and that the 
Australian industry had suffered material 
injury as a result and announced that 
measures (dumping duty) would be 
applied to all Greek currants imported to 
Australia for an initial period of up to 5 
years.

An appeal was lodged by a major 
importer seeking a review of the Federal 
Minister’s decision. As a result, the 
Trade Measures Review Office (TMRO) 
prepared a report and the Minister 
ordered Customs to reinvestigate the 
claims of material injury. The Minister 
accepted Customs recommendations 
and affirmed the decision to publish 
dumping notices in respect of currants 
exported to Australia from Greece. The 
Minister’s affirmation was published in 
The Australian on 17 November 2009 and 
as a result of this decision, measures still 
apply to currants exported to Australia 
from Greece. 

Board report highlights major issues
Each year the Board of Management reports on its activities and relevant grower 
issues. The following article is a précis of the report presented at the Australian 

Dried Fruits Association Annual General Meeting. 

ADFA Board news
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The Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) would like to welcome Allison 
McTaggart as the new Manager 
Communication Industry Analyst. Ms 
McTaggart has extensive horticulture 
experience and has settled in very well 
in her new role.

She will be working on two of the 
ATGA’s research projects. The first is to 
create an industry database so that the 
ATGA has accurate figures on industry 
statistics such as the number of growers, 
location of properties, size and age of 
plantings and varieties planted. This 
information will be vital for the ATGA to 
make informed strategic decisions going 
forward. It will require cooperation and 
understanding of all growers. 

A second component of the project 
will be to update contact details for all 
commercial table grape growers. Now 
that The Vine is quarterly, the ATGA 
would like to improve its communication 
network so that important information 
can be sent in a timely fashion. We will 
investigate different means of electronic 
communication such as email and SMS, 
but need to first establish a database 
with current contact information.

The other project Ms McTaggart will 
be involved with is to research the 
Western Australian model of minimum 
maturity standards and state legislation 
in place. All aspects of that process will 
be investigated to measure the impact 
on both growers and consumers and 
if such a system could be adapted and 
implemented in the eastern states.

Harvest update
Queensland has finished their harvest 
while Victoria, Western Australia and 
South Australia are well underway. The 
harvest in Victoria has not resulted in the 
best outcome for growers. Many have 
reported low yields and small fruit size 
with inconsistent colouring, particularly 
for Crimson. 

The markets have also reported fruit has 
been very slow to move at times but this 
has been the case for all fresh fruit and 
not just table grapes. 

Indications are that it will be a very 
short harvest season with most growers 
having finished by the time of reading 
this edition of The Vine.

Fruit fly
One event that did not help growers in 
Mildura was a fruit fly outbreak declared 
on 7 January just as some growers were 
getting ready to export Menindee to New 
Zealand. 

The detection of one gravid (pregnant) 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) held its second Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) following the constitutional 
changes to its structure in 2009 when the 
delegate-based Federal Council structure 
was replaced by an AGM for members.

ADFA General Manager Phil Chidgzey 
said that although the AGM was open 
to all financial members, the number of 
ordinary members attending was a little 
disappointing. 

The AGM deals with the formal business 
items such as the Board of Management 
Report, audited financial statements 
for the association, membership 
fees, statutory levies as well as 
recommendations from the Branch 
Forum. It is also an opportunity for 
individual members to question the Board 
and raise items of concern.

“An exciting new change arising from 
the AGM this year comes from a few 
constitutional amendments,” Mr Chidgzey 
said.

“The AGM agreed to change the name 
of the ADFA to Dried Fruits Australia Inc 
and to replace all references to the term 
‘association’ with the term ‘organisation’. 
The AGM also agreed that the title ‘Board 
of Management’ used throughout the 
Constitution be changed to ‘Board’ and 
consequential changes made to the 
Constitution,” he said.

The AGM also approved changes to 
section 5(b) of the Constitution. The new 
wording makes specific reference to 
producers remaining members until 30th 
June of the season which follows their 
last delivery season.

Mr Chidgzey said that although the 
name change was not a big issue, it was 
part of a larger plan to modernise the 
organisation and help improve its public 
profile.

A summary of board elections, financial 
statements, decisions on membership 
and levy fees and other issues discussed 
at the 19 June AGM follows.

Board elections
Following the constitutional changes to 
the ADFA structure, the Branch Forum is 
now responsible for selecting producer 
members to be appointed to the Board, 
using a weighted voting system. 

The Branch Forum recommended Mark 
King, Allan Long and Stephen Bennett for 
appointment as producer members of 
the ADFA Board of Management for a two 
year term; a recommendation ratified at 
the AGM.

A special Board meeting was held 
immediately after the AGM at which Mark 
King and Allan Long were re-elected 
as Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
respectively.

Finance
The AGM adopted the audited financial 
statements for ADFA Inc and Murray 
Industries Development Association 
(MIDA) Ltd for the 12 months period 
ending 28 February, 2010.

Allowances
The AGM supported a recommendation 
relating to a number of allowances and 
expense reimbursement as outlined 
below:
■ The daily allowance for Board of 

Management members and the daily 
allowance for Board Committee or 
Working Group members.

■ That allowances, expenses and travel 
reimbursement for attending to ADFA 
business be paid according to the 
following:

 - Attendance allowances to be based on 
quickest normal means of transport.

 - That accommodation and other 
expenses incurred in attending to ADFA 
business shall be reimbursed at the 
actual expense incurred, provided that 
the payment for accommodation in 
Mildura of up to $170 per night for bed, 
dinner and breakfast is based on tax 
receipts.

 - That where ADFA agrees to meet 
the cost of producer representative’s 
travel to any meeting, that ADFA will 
arrange air fare bookings so as to take 
advantage of discount prices.

 - That an allowance of 70 cents per 
kilometre may be claimed if a member’s 
car is used on ADFA business.

2011 ADFA membership fees 

Producer: The AGM resolved that the 
producer membership fee for season 
2011 would remain at $8/tonne (plus 
GST), to be paid on all dried vine fruit 
deliveries up to 100t.

Large producer: The AGM resolved that 
the ADFA large producer (more than 300t) 
membership fee for 2011 be confirmed 
as $3/t (plus GST) on all dried vine fruit 
deliveries.

Processor/Marketers: The AGM resolved 
that the ADFA processor/marketer 
membership fee for 2011 be confirmed 
as $3/t (plus GST) on all dried vine fruit 
deliveries.

Branch payments: It was also resolved 
that payments to ADFA branches will 
be discontinued for 2010/11, although 
any branch requiring funds may submit 
a request for funding assistance to the 
Board. 

2011 statutory levies 
The AGM endorsed an unchanged 
research levy of $11/t and an unchanged 
marketing levy of $7/t on all dried vine 
fruit deliveries in 2011.

ADFA AGM for members 
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Annual Growers’ Forum well attended
Government Funds. Horticulture Australia 
(HAL) facilitates this process and 
manages all projects funded through 
grower R&D and marketing levies. 
Rowena Norris and Ross Skinner from 
HAL presented an overview of the current 
projects, including the across industry 
program, as well as data on receivals 
and export marketing and expected levy 
income and expenditure for 2009/10.

Market outlook
Richard Findlay and Chris Ellis from 
Sunbeam Foods said international sultana 
prices were volatile and the raisin market 
remained tough. 

2010 prices had been strong with 
sultanas up to $1,955 per tonne; 
currants up to $1,890/t; Sunmuscats up 
to $1,975/t and raisins up to $1,950/t. 
These prices included significant contract 
premiums (up to $125/t) and the quality 
bonus ($30/t).

Fortunately currant prices were strong 
due to increased demand and the ADFA/
Sunbeam anti-dumping success. 

Mr Ellis said the outlook for Australian 
dried fruit was more positive than it had 
been in several years. He said Sunbeam 
was offering supply contracts and 
reward growers for quality fruit. They had 
contracted significant new fruit supplies 
and expected more than 3,000t from new 
plantings over the next three years

Sunbeam expects sultana and currant 
prices to remain high, although raisins 
will continue to be an industry challenge.

World Position 2009/10 into 
2010/11
Prospects for 2009/10 are appearing 
sound

Turkey’s prices for dried fruit have 

Key topics such as water reform and the 
impending draft Basin Plan attracted a 
strong audience to the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association (ADFA) Annual Growers’ 
Forum.

National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
President David Crombie delivered a 
broad ranging keynote address that 
covered current NFF activities including 
the implications of the Federal election 
due later this year and priority issues 
such as water reform and the impending 
release of the draft Basin Plan by the 
Murray Darling Basin Authority (see  
page 28).

ADFA General Manager Phil Chidgzey 
said the program had been designed 
to incorporate a number of issues 
that would impact on the future of the 
Australian dried fruits industry.

While water is the number one priority 
for the industry at the moment, there 
has been a strong focus on research and 
development over the years and these 
results are coming into fruition.

For several years Peter Clingeleffer 
has led the CSIRO dried grape scion 
and rootstock breeding and evaluation 
program. He provided an update on the 
program and Allan Long spoke about the 
arrangements being put in place for the 
commercial release of new sultana and 
currant type varieties from the CSIRO vine 
breeding program. 

In addition local Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) Victoria researchers Karl 
Sommer and Dale Unwin reported on the 
Deficit irrigation and Sunmuscat shatter 
trials.

These projects would not have been 
possible without grower R&D levy 
funds and matched Commonwealth 

risen over the past two years from the 
low of US$1,100/t in 2007 to a high 
of US$2,100/t, but recently dropped 
to US$1,850/t. High price early in the 
season slowed sales and led to a loss of 
market share.

The 2010 Turkish crop is forecast to be 
260,000 to 300,000t with an expected 
carryover of up to 35,000t. Turkish 
growers are resisting poor price offers 
from packers.

Iran is expecting a 2010 crop of 100,000 
tonnes. They have sold out early.

Turkey and Iran will determine the market 
for sultanas in late 2010. The general 
view is that the overall supply position 
should not change much, so prices are 
expected to remain steady.

United States is expecting a 2010 crop 
of 270,000t, up 30,000t, but processors 
are facing increased competition from 
wineries and this is putting upward 
pressure on grower prices.

US sales of TSR’s have been bullish 
capitalising on the higher Turkish price, 
particularly in the United Kingdom and 
Germany. Carryover stocks are expected 
to fall 20,000t to 80,000t.

South Africa’s 2010 crop was up 
18,000t to a record 50,000t.The crop 
consisted of 46% naturals, 35% goldens, 
15% sultanas 4% currants with a small 
amount of muscat raisins. South African 
currency has remained very strong 
against the Dollar, the Euro and the Pound 
– thus reducing returns to growers.

China has emerged as an exporter of 
dried grapes although domestic demand 
is increasing and lessening available 
overseas supply. 

India’s production is increasing, but 
mainly consumed domestically.

Afghanistan’s production is being sold 
into Russia at around US$1,400/t.

Argentina had an average crop of 
30,000t but has potential to expand.

Greece’s 2010 sultana crop will be 
negligible and its currant production 
is thought to be well below average. 
Their productive capacity appears to be 
contracting. 

The currant price is at US$2,430/t with all 
producing countries sold out. 

In summary, industry estimates put 2010 
world production at similar levels to 2009 
and as a result it is expected that strong 
2009/10 prices should be maintained into 
2010/11.

Interesting topics and expert speakers attracted a good crowd to the ADFA Annual 
Growers’ Forum.
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The Mildura 
Horticultural 

Field Days 
are always a 

highlight for dried fruit growers, but 
this year the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association (ADFA) had something 
special in mind.

The wafting smell of pancakes helped 
to attract patrons to the ADFA marquee 
which they shared with the Murray 
Valley Citrus Board and the Victorian 
Department of Primary Industries.

Red Cliffs Branch member Kaye Grivec 
and her friend Jan cooked up a storm 
using 20 kilograms of flour, 6kg of 
Sunmuscats and 4kg currants over the 
two days. Her aim was to demonstrate 
how dried fruits could be easily 
incorporated into a simple recipe to 
create a taste sensation – and judging 
by the crowds she did a great job.

In addition to the cooking demonstration 
the ADFA held a promotion to help 
attract new members. All financial 
members who attended the field day 
were able to enter the draw for an 
overnight stay at The Early Australian 
Motor Inn in Mildura with dinner for two 
at Springfield’s restaurant. 

Michael and Kathy Dubois from Red 
Cliffs won the competition and are 
looking forward to their night out. 

Nutrition workshops
Following the success of a field trip 
to Sunset Sultanas in early February 
a series of three half day nutrition 
workshops were offered to ADFA 
members

The workshops are run by Omnia 

Nutriology consultant 
agronomist Andrew 
Doecke who 
introduced the 
nutrition program at 
Sunset Sultanas over 
two years ago. 

The first workshop 
was held on 8 June. 
Ten growers and 
processor field 
representatives 
participated in an 
interactive session 
on soil balance 
and nutrition 
requirements.

As part of the 
workshop fee 
participants receive one soil and three 
sap test kits. They have been asked to 
take a typical soil sample from their 
property for analysis and the results 
and possible corrective action will be 
discussed in the group at the next 
session. 

Mr Doecke will also have a more in-
depth private discussion with each of 
the growers on their block.

Water Policy Information 
session
The Sunraysia Industry Development 
Officer’s (IDO’s) network responded to 
the need for first hand information about 
new water policies for Victorian Irrigators 
in the 2010/2011 season, by holding 
a water policy and season outlook 
information session on 5 May, 2010.

About 120 people came to hear 
presentations from the regions’ leading 
water experts including: 
■ Murray-Darling Basin Authority 

(MDBA) Senior Director of River 
Murray Operations Trevor Jacobs – 
“River Murray system management”

■  Goulburn-Murray 
Water (G-M 
Water) Executive 
Manager Graeme 
Hannan – “Victorian 
river operations 
and outlook for 
2010/2011”

■  Victorian Department 
of Sustainability and 
Environment Senior 
Policy Officer Retail 
Water Entitlements 
and Markets Office 
of Water Joe Banks 
– “Northern Region 
Sustainable Water 
Strategy carryover 

reform and reserve policy”
■ NSW Office of Water Deputy Director-

General David Harriss – “NSW Murray 
Valley resources update”

A panel session with all presenters 
followed where there were a number of 
questions and comments relating to the 
loss of water in Victoria once allocations 
reached 100% of entitlement. This 
subject still remains a sticking point with 
many growers who carried over water 
and had water allocations withheld once 
their account had reach 100%. 

This issue is being further pursued at a 
branch level with a deputation made to 
the senior water advisor to the Minister 
for Water and draft template letters to 
the Minister and the Premier emailed to 
members. 

Powerpoint presentations from each of 
the key speakers are available on the 
Murray Valley Winegrowers website 
www.murrayvalleywinegrapes.com.au

2010 harvest
For most growers, the 2010 harvest would 
be one that they would rather forget.

Extreme heat conditions in November 
had a debilitating effect on berry size and 
fruit set and this only proceeded to get 
worse as the season progressed.

The unseasonal conditions continued 
with rainfall in early and late February, 
and intermittently throughout March and 
April resulted in ring-split fruit early in 
the season and which later turned fruit 
brown and in extreme cases black and 
sticky.

As a result of the poor growing 
conditions only a small proportion of the 
industry’s crop was classed as light in 
colour, while the majority was graded 
dark.

Drying for profit activities

Strong presence at field days

Kaye Grivec and her friend Jan cooked and served fruit 
pancakes on the ADFA site.

Michael and Kathy Dubois are presented with a voucher 
for a special night out by ADFA Chairman Mark King.
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■ Provide a focus for service providers 
who may choose to co-invest in 
developing a horticultural industry.

It is the comprehensive answering 
of four key questions that ultimately 
structures the HAL strategic planning 
process. Every strategic plan, complex 
or simple, should address:

1. Where are we now? (current 
situation)

2. Where do we want to be?

3. How will we get there?

4. How will we measure our progress? 
(successes or failures)

Most strategic plans cover a three to 
five year period and should demonstrate 
a longer term strategic intent. That 
said, strategic plans should be 
reviewed regularly in light of changes 
in circumstances or other influencing 
factors. Consideration should be given 
to overarching documentation; this 
includes the Federal Government Rural 
R&D priorities.

Industry’s strategic investment plans are 
used to ensure that the investors are the 
key beneficiaries from the investment 
of levy funds. This encapsulates the 
whole industry, but most particularly the 
levy payers. With a clear and positive 
strategic investment plan:

■ Everyone in the industry can 
potentially benefit (from those who 
supply growers, right through to 
retailers who sell the produce) if they 
know where the industry is headed 
and what it’s aiming for.

Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) is 
soon to release 
a new strategic 
investment 
plan. The plan 
will shape the 
organisation’s 
key activities in 
the investment 
of industry and 
matched Federal 
Government 

dollars over the next five years.

Good strategic planning is fundamental 
to the success and development of any 
organisation or structure. 

The exercise of establishing a strong 
strategic approach is an ongoing 
process by which a thorough analysis is 
undertaken of the broader environment 
in which the industry operates, and 
available options that will enable the 
attainment of specific outcomes are 
developed and tested. It is then a 
process of prioritising, implementing and 
managing the chosen strategies in order 
to reach the defined outcomes.

A good strategic plan should:

■ Provide a clear vision/direction.

■ Define the key outcomes required. 

■ Help identify best investment options.

■ Provide a management framework, to 
avoid ‘ad-hoc’ investments and a clear 
basis to evaluate progress.

■ Provide a well-founded reference 
point and common ‘language’ for all 
stakeholders.

HAL strategic planning

Horticulture Australia (HAL) update

HAL Industry  
Services Manager,  
Rowena Norris

John Lloyd discusses the operation of Swingarm trellis with grower Ashley 
Johnstone.

■ Levy payers know that their funds are 
being invested in the most effective 
way to achieve growth, development 
and increased profitability for the 
industry.

■ Government is assured that the 
public monies of industry levies and 
Commonwealth matching funds are 
being widely allocated to deliver 
benefit.

■ The wider community benefits 
from the results of initiatives in 
the plan, such as improved quality 
produce, new varieties and products, 
environmental care programs and 
sustainable employment.

Two key outcomes sought from HAL’s 
Strategic Plan and the overall investment 
of levy and government funds will be 
to deliver increased knowledge that 
enhances productivity, competitiveness 
and sustainability of Australian 
horticulture; and increase demand of 
our products both domestically and 
internationally.

Four strategic priorities have been set:

1. Deliver new information and 
knowledge.

2. Build consumer demand.

3. Enhance industry skills and 
capability.

4. Deliver operational excellence.

The purpose of setting these priorities 
is to deliver the following outcomes 
for levy payers, each industry and the 
broader community:

1. The continued importance of 
improving on farm productivity.

2. The creation of demand for 
horticultural produce.

The Draft HAL Strategic Plan 2010-2015 
is available to view on the HAL website 
www.horticulture.com.au. 

Sunraysia visitors
HAL Chief Executive Officer, John Lloyd, 
recently visited Sunraysia vineyards, 
orchards and processing facilities to 
meet industry participants and view 
first hand the production methods and 
the impact of current and past research 
projects. 

In addition to visiting almond, olive and 
pistachio orchards and packing facilities, 
Mr Lloyd was given a tour of Australian 
Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) member 
Ashley Johnstone’s dried grape property 
with ADFA Board Member Allan Long and 
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Industry final reports now available

the Dried Grape Industry Development 
Officer, John Hawtin in attendance.

Mr Lloyd saw the efficiency and risk 
management advantages of the Shaw 
Swingarm trellis and a Swingarm 
harvester. 

Of further interest was a planting of 
Bruce’s Sport, the mutant sultana 
variety, which inspired the CSIRO to 
investigate non-browning varieties 
through their capacity to limit polyphenol 
oxidase production.

Mr Lloyd also visited the Robinvale 
region where the Australian Table Grape 
Association (ATGA) Chairman Nick 
Muraca provided a tour and background 
on the district’s development, with 
particular emphasis on the evolution of 
the table grape industry, the range of 
varieties, production risks and market 
access issues addressed. The impact of 
reduced water allocations was noted. 

Also making a visit to Mildura recently 
was John Skerrit, who has recently been 

appointed to the role of Department 

Secretary, Agriculture and Fisheries 

Service, Victoria; Hugh Millar, the 

Executive Director of Biosecurity Victoria; 

and Ron Harris, Executive Director 

Farm Services Victoria. The three men, 

along with local members of Victoria 

Department of Primary Industries, met 

with industry representatives to give 

them an opportunity to raise issues and 

have general round table discussion.

The following industry Final Reports have been submitted in recent months and are publicly available at www.horticulture.com.au

New workplace laws now in force
rate will now include a 15% loading 
(rather than the previous 12.5%) plus 
an additional 25% for casuals (same as 
previously).

■ Importantly, there is no guarantee that 
an employee on a piecework rate will 
earn at least the minimum ordinary 
time weekly or hourly wage – as the 
employee’s earnings are contingent on 
their productivity.

■ Ordinary hours and overtime (these 
provisions don’t apply to casuals. 
That is, casuals can work any hours 
at ordinary time rates plus the casual 
loading of 25%).

■ Ordinary hours for full time and part 
time employees won’t exceed 152 
hours over a 4 week period with all 
time worked in excess of ordinary 

New Commonwealth workplace laws 
are now in place, including the modern 
Horticulture Award 2010 and National 
Employment Standards which came 
into effect on 1 January, 2010. As a 
consequence award wage rates will also 
change on 1 July 2010. 

This wage adjustment results from Fair 
Work Australia completing its first annual 
wage review and the introduction of 
the modern Horticulture Award 2010. 
Importantly, the wage increase due to the 
new Award, will be phased in over five 
years (under the Transitional Provisions of 
Modern Awards).

Modern Horticulture Award – important 
features for the dried grape industry:

■ Piecework - little change to existing 
arrangements, although the piecework 

hours being deemed overtime (the 
previous Award provided for a 40 hour 
week – however the new modern 
award provides for a 38 hour week).

■ Time off in lieu of overtime – 
employees are allowed time off duty, 
with pay for a period equal to the 
overtime worked (to be taken within 
3 weeks unless mutually agree on 
another time). Rather than taking time 
off in lieu, the employee may elect to be 
paid for overtime worked provided that 
is made clear to the employer when 
overtime is offered.

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) Block Wages Sheet has been 
updated with the new information and 
mailed to members.
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Addressing the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association’s (ADFA’s) Grower Forum 
in June, National Farmers’ Federation 
(NFF) President David Crombie said 
water policy was probably the most 
difficult issue he dealt with. 

“Water policy is complex, it’s political, 
it splits the farm lobby as much as 
any issue and everybody is an expert 
and knows what needs to be done,” 
Mr Crombie said. 

“I am certainly not an expert, but 
what I do know is that all water users 
need to have certainty over their 
entitlements. 

“All water users need certainty not 
about the amount of water (that is a 
higher authority), but certainty about 
the rights attached to their licenses.” 

The NFF has been consistent on 
water policy for a long time and that 
has given them great credibility as a 
lobby group. Mr Crombie went on to 
explain the group’s policy position and 
in the process to put forward some 
constructive comments and possible 
solutions. 

Current state of play in 
agriculture
“Over the past several years, 
extensive and extended drought and 
record low inflows have been cruel 
to families and communities. Crops 
have failed, debt levels have risen 
and people are at the end of the road 
in many cases,” he said. “People are 
frustrated with the weather, many 

are frustrated with Government 
Policy (State and Federal) and some 
would be frustrated with their own 
organisations. 

“Many people feel under siege and 
uncertain about their future and 
the future of their communities and 
are looking for some certainty and 
direction going forward.” 

He said this was a real concern 
because in a policy sense industry-
led reform was preferable and more 
effective than government imposed 
reform. “It is hard to be engaged in 
industry reform while at the same 
time facing the worry about holding 
the farm together and caring for your 
family,” he said. 

“Water reform is important, the 
drought will end and the good news 
is that the long-term world food and 
fibre demand and supply situation is 
extremely favourable and presents 
real opportunities for Australian 
agriculture.” 

Mr Crombie said climate risk and 
drought didn’t just occur in Australia 
and all countries would be challenged. 
Australia, however, was in a good 
position as Aussie farmers were good 
at producing food and fibre. 

Furthermore, Australian farmers 
and irrigators had made significant 
improvements in Water Use Efficiency 
(WUE) and would continue to do more 
with less. 

“I am struggling to keep up with 
all the GPS farming, crop genetics, 

Water reform in the Murray-Darling 
Basin – what does this mean for 

farmers?

Water outlook

bankless channels, recirculation 
systems and remote operation 
telemetry lingo,” he said. “This is 
exciting, expensive and in partnership 
with the community more can be 
done. 

“And while there has been much 
focus on the increased WUE of rice 
and cotton, there are also new dairy 
projects rolling out and just recently 
I read that the grains industry is 
investing to increase grain WUE by 
10% between now and 2013 – more 
crop per drop has become more rain 
to grain!” 

Government policy and water 
reform – NFF’s view 
The NFF has supported water reform 
through engagement with successive 
governments. 

Mr Crombie said the National Water 
Initiative was the initial touch point. 
“My predecessors at NFF worked 
tirelessly in the development of the 
initiative and we have continued to 
work with successive administrations 
in its refinement and its operation 
on the ground. We have defended 
the principles of the plan in the face 
of misinformation and sometimes 
trenchant opposition,” he said. 

The NFF also supports the current 
Water for the Future (WFTF) 
program. “We have been frustrated 
with aspects of it, and we remain 
frustrated with aspects of it, but the 
main framework – buying back water 
from willing sellers in the market, 
investing with farmers to do more 
with less and governance reform, 
including the development of a new 
sustainable Basin Plan, are principles 
upon which we remain committed to 
working with the government. 

“The politics of water are not easy 
– the government at times has not 
made it easy for us to maintain 
our support and the Opposition 
at times have made claims that 
play on people’s fears rather than 
constructively move the issue 
forward….and scientists and others 
produce a continuous stream of data 
that prosecutes a particular line of 
argument about water use. 

“We believe in a 
sustainable irrigation 
sector in this country 

and we believe 

regional communities 
need to be engaged 
in the reform agenda 
in order for it to be 

successful.”
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“And if water policy was not 
complicated enough there is the issue 
of State and Federal jurisdiction. 

“State Government actions have at 
times highlighted the challenges 
rather than virtues of federalism. 
Infrastructure project development 
has been, and continues to be, slow 
to hit the ground and each state 
despite claiming it is holier than thou 
seems to find novel ways of impeding 
progress. CoAG did commit to the 
concept of competitive neutrality, 
but goodness knows where that 
resolution has been filed! 

“Despite all this, for NFF’s part we 
have been consistent an unwavering 
in our objective. We believe in a 
sustainable irrigation sector in this 
country and we believe regional 
communities need to be engaged in 
the reform agenda in order for it to be 
successful.” 

Mr Crombie said the results were 
beginning to show with water 
buy-backs. Water Minister Penny 
Wong’s announcement of a $300 
million on-farm water infrastructure 
program, where costs are shared and 
water savings are shared between 
production and the environment is 
another positive step, he said. 

“We need more of these programs 
and we need to get these programs 
on the ground.” 

What’s the future look like? 
Mr Crombie said it was easy to be 
negative about water policy and 
agriculture given the short term 
challenges and the pressures on 
water reform. 

However, he was confident about the 
future and Australia’s demonstrated 
ability to innovate and take advantage 
of the longer term opportunities. 

“We are developing and deploying 
new technologies, learning more 
about hydrology and system 
connectivity,” he said. “This is 
giving us a better understanding of 
individual and basin catchment plans, 
and the opportunity to clarify risk 
assignment. This should lead to more 
certainty and confidence for long-
term investment and an increasing 
public recognition of irrigators’ 
ability to manage their water plus 
environmental assets on behalf of the 
community. 

“For the government’s part it needs 
to cut through the Federal/State 
red tape and it needs to produce 
a final Murray-Darling Basin Plan 
that balances the needs of the 
environment with the needs of 
all water users in the basin and 
takes into account the needs 
of communities where water is 
permanently removed or reallocated 
– a true triple bottom line approach. 

There also needs to be certainty of 
title, certainty of allocation reliability 
and full accountability for all water 
users.” 

Mr Crombie called for a significant 
increase in government research 
commitments within the basin to 
ensure that irrigators have the tools to 
improve their sustainable production 
efficiency and to ensure that use of 
environmental water is appropriate, 
smart and technologically savvy. 

“To capture this positive future there 
needs to be better consultation 
with irrigators and the affected 
communities,” he said. “Our political 
leaders need to give our people and 
those in the broader community 
confidence that while change is 
necessary there is a future for 
irrigated agriculture in the basin. This 
requires governments and agencies 
to work together to ensure that 
programs are sequenced and form 
part of a co-ordinated and balanced 
plan and that this is communicated to 
the broader community. 

“And finally, if irrigators and their 
communities do not feel a valued part 
of the broader Australian community 
when these reforms are completed, 
then we will have failed them!” 

Stakes high in Govt’s water reform gambit
that water policy was the top priority for 
farmers.

“The uncertainty and anxiety being 
experienced by farmers and regional 
communities ahead of the draft Basin 
Plan’s release is palpable,” Mr Crombie 
said.

The NFF says that for it to accept the 
draft Basin Plan, the MDBA and Federal 
Government must:

■ Ensure the draft Plan is balanced 
– taking equitable account of farm 
production, regional community and 
environmental needs.

■ Enshrine a rigorous and transparent 
consultation process on the draft plan.

■ Allow an independent review of the 
models and assumptions used to 
calculate the new draft Sustainable 
Diversion Limits (or caps) on water 
extraction.

■ Commit to work with farmers and 
irrigators on the myriad of technical 
issues contained within the plan – 

“Farmers and irrigators are on a knife-
edge awaiting the release of the draft 
Murray-Darling Basin Plan,” National 
Farmers’ Federation (NFF) President 
David Crombie said.

“The government must get this right. 
Australia must ensure that the region 
producing 40% of the country’s food can 
continue to be a viable and vital part of 
meeting our growing population’s most 
basic need.

“The Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
(MDBA) and the government must 
ensure a balance between productive, 
community and environmental needs. 
There must not be any skewed 
focus away from agriculture and the 
communities it supports. We will be going 
through the plan with a fine-tooth comb.

“The NFF has been working in good faith 
with the government on the Basin Plan 
and we can only hope those efforts have 
not been in vain.”

A meeting of the peak farm body’s 
Members’ Council in late June asserted 

for example, what environmental 
water will be counted as contributing 
toward new caps and whether smart 
engineering solutions can be funded 
up front to reduce the impact on 
irrigators?

■ Provide genuine support to regional 
communities through any changes, 
working with the farm lobby on polices 
achieve a smooth transition.

“Many of the communities within 
the basin were encouraged to invest 
and develop over many years by all 
governments,” Mr Crombie emphasised. 
“The farms, businesses, jobs, and the 
families that rely on them, must not be 
abandoned and hung out to dry.

“NFF members were crystal clear on just 
how much feeling there is in regional 
Australia about the draft plan. The next 
few months will determine whether water 
reform in Australia deteriorates beyond 
repair.”
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A brief, but spectacular thunder storm 
with a brilliant sound and light show 
dumped 26 millimetres of rain on 
Mildura and sent organisers of the 
Mildura Horticultural Field Days into 
action.

Only seven hours earlier on the 
Monday afternoon the Coordinator 
and committee Chairman were deep 
in discussion about how they could 
manage the potential dust problem 
during the forthcoming days. Could 
they hire a water truck or was it 
possible to borrow a grower’s chaser 
cart and adapt a watering boom to it?

Field day Co-ordinator John Hawtin 
said rain would not have been a 
problem at the old sand hill site at the 
Cardross TAFE site, but it was quite 
different at the field day’s present site 
at the Mildura campus. 

“The committee knew that heavy rain 
would test out the new site, especially 
as it was at its driest and almost void 
of grass,” he said. 

“Arriving at the site early on the 
Tuesday morning – opening day – we 
saw the full impact of the rain. The 
exhibitor’s car park was half covered 
with a sheet of water and large casual 
puddles dotted most of the main 

walk ways. In essence, the rain had 
caused a range of safety and logistical 
problems for the committee to deal 
with.”

In the end it was the exhibitors that 
came to the rescue. Morello Gypsum 
and Organics provided 10 cubic 
metres of yellow sand in exchange 
for some free publicity over the site’s 
PA system. The sand was tipped onto 
the troublesome puddles and spread 
by a tractor with a loader bucket from 
AggTech machinery. 

After about an hour’s work, most of 
the puddles were successfully covered 
and the site made as safe as possible 
again.

Mr Hawtin said as the morning 
progressed, the sticky soil started to 
dry out just in time for the patrons to 
start rolling through the gate.

A downpour of 6mm at about 2:30pm 
sent the crowd scurrying into any 
exhibitor that had a marquee. It left 
the site awash, with water completely 
covering all the roadways and 
encroaching into exhibitor’s sites. 

Mr Hawtin said this was not entirely a 
bad thing as those exhibitors who did 
have a marquee later reported that the 
rain storm was really great for business 
as patrons had nothing else to do but 
talk to company representatives while 
they waited out the down pour. 

The drenching rain did however ‘kill 
off’ the rest of the day as patrons 
slipped and slid out of the car park to 
the warmth of their homes.

Wednesday morning was pleasantly 
surprising as the ground was just a 
little sticky under foot, and by 10am 
it was dry due to a strong breeze. 
The patrons took advantage of the 
improved conditions during the 

What a difference a day makes

Mildura Horticultural Field Days report

“Only seven hours 
earlier on the 

Monday afternoon 
the Coordinator and 
committee Chairman 

were deep in discussion 
about how they could 
manage the potential 

dust problem.”

A thunderstorm and 26mm of rain on the eve 
of the field days left the site awash
A thunderstorm and 26mm of rain on the eve 
of the field days left the site awash
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day with the car park filling to near 
capacity, with an estimated crowd of 
about 3,000 people coming through the 
gate over the day.

Mr Hawtin said the total crowd number 
(between 4,500 and 5,000 people over 
the two days) was slightly down on 
previous years. 

“The committee is relatively pleased 
with the numbers attending considering 
the weather during the event and the 
tough economic downturn experienced 
by most of the region’s horticultural 
industries,” he said.

“Surprisingly, most exhibitors who 
were surveyed reported that they had 
received good numbers of genuine 
enquiries and were happy with the 
results of their participation and 
attendance at the field days.”

A new feature this year was the ‘Select 
Events Ladies Pavilion’. 
After a lot of phone calls 
and requests, the Ladies 
pavilion was at last brought 
to fruition, resulting in 
a very attractive and 
interesting display for the 
ladies who visited the field 
days.

On behalf of the committee 
Mr Hawtin thanked all those 
involved in successfully 
getting the pavilion onto 
the site at short notice. Already the 
ladies involved in both the planning and 
exhibiting are excited about next year 
and are planning a bigger and better 
exhibition, he said.

The committee also wish to 
acknowledge the Mildura Rural 
City Council that approved a ‘New 

initiatives’ grant which enabled the 
purchase of a number publicity and 
marketing items as well as money for 
infrastructure costs to provide public 
toilets on the site.

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Sue 
Nicholls attended official presentations 
where she presented awards to the 
best site winners and the best fruits for 

the season.

The winners of the 
Dried Grape Quality 
awards were:

■ Best Sultanas     
AJL Vineyards 
(Allan Long)

■ Best Sunmuscats  
MP &KV Dubois

■ Best Currants      
AR & DJ Johnstone

■ Best Raisins           
F & F Panetta

■ Best Overall Fruit 
of the season           
AR & DJ JohnstoneWinner of Best Currants and Best Overall Fruit of the season 

Ashley Johnstone receives his trophy from MRCC Deputy 
Mayor, Sue Nichols and field days Chairman Warren Lloyd.

Winners of the site awards 
were:

■ Large machinery              
GBC Motors

■ Small machinery              
Stihl Shop Mildura

■ Large commercial    
Landmark 

■ Small commercial      
Charlie’s engineering

■ Advisory Services     
Worksafe Victoria

The committee is in de-briefing 
discussions about this year’s event and 
is already planning for a special event 
next year.

The 2011 Field Days will be held on 
24 and 25 May and celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of the Gadget Day.

The Gadget Days started from very 
humble beginnings where growers 
showed their inventions and 
innovations to make hard work easier. 
From these inventions, commercial 
engineers have manufactured all of the 
specialist machinery used on a dried 
fruit block, now considered common 
place and just part of the equipment 
used and taken for granted.

Mr Hawtin said the committee had 
begun discussions on holding a display 
of some of these early gadgets and a 
photo exhibition.

“Because of its proud history, next 
year’s field days promise to be 
something special as we celebrate this 
important milestone in our history,” Mr 
Hawtin said.

Muddy puddles filled with sand didn’t stop GBC Motors from taking out the Best 
large machinery site prize. 
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The world’s population is predicted to 
reach 9 billion by 2050, additionally 
a growing middle class in developing 
nations will place even greater pressure 
on global food supply.  

It’s no surprise therefore, that global food 
security has become a red hot issue for 
the media and governments worldwide. 

In July 2009 at the G8 summit in 
L’Aquila, Italy, 26 countries, including 
Australia, and 14 multilateral agencies 
endorsed The Joint Statement on 
Global Food Security which outlines a 
coordinated approach to food security.

The supporting countries and 
agencies (among these the United 
Nations, World Bank and World Trade 
Organisation) agreed “to act with the 
scale and urgency needed to achieve 
sustainable global food security”. They 
acknowledged that “the food security 
agenda should focus on agriculture 
and rural development by promoting 
sustainable production, productivity and 
rural economic growth”. 

So what does ‘food security’ mean? 
According to the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (UN FAO) 
the following definition applies: “Food 
security exists when all people, at all 
times, have physical and economic 
access to sufficient, safe and nutritious 
food to meet their dietary needs and food 
preferences for an active and healthy 
life.”

Horticulture’s Submission to the 
Agriculture and Food Policy Reference 
Group (C2005) provided a more ‘local’ 
definition: “Food security refers to the 
ability of Australians to have access to 
a safe and healthy food supply grown 
domestically.”

The productivity and sustainability 
of food-producing industries, like 
horticulture, is now firmly part of the 
international and national agendas.  

In March 2010, the Minister for 
Agriculture, the Hon Tony Burke MP, 
raised the issue of global food security 
at the ABARE (Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural and Resource Economics) 
Outlook Conference, noting that food 
security is one of the “three biggest 
issues in the world” along with climate 
change and the global financial crisis.

The Chief Executive Officer of the 
Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research, Dr Nick Austin, 
also spoke on the need for a revolution 
in productivity to deal with global food 
security.

“Population growth and constraints 

on food production, including from the 
anticipated affects of climate change 
and shifting supply and demand 
patterns, must be balanced by improved 
agricultural yields,” Dr Austin said.

“What is necessary is not one revolution 
in agricultural productivity, but a series 
of country specific responses to spark a 
range of mini-revolutions in productivity 
that leverages off intellectual capital and 
an understanding of the environment.”

For more than 20 years Australia’s 
horticultural industries, along with 
other agricultural industries, have 
been investing through rural research 
and development corporations, such 
as Horticulture Australia (HAL), in 
sustainably improving their productivity.

Productivity improvements in 
horticulture have been achieved 
through developments across all areas 
of production including improved seed 
and nursery stock through breeding and 
evaluation programs, optimising plant 
densities and growing systems, and 
management of soil, water, nutrition, 
pests, diseases and weeds.

The effect of climate change
Additionally, climate change will affect 
productivity across all industries and 
therefore will impact on food security. 
Some of the risks to food supply because 
of climate change include increased 
crop failure, new patterns of pests and 
diseases, lack of appropriate seeds and 
planting material and loss of livestock.

Speaking at the UN Secretary-General’s 
High-Level Task Force on the Global Food 
Security Crisis in January 2009, Minister 
Burke said the global financial crisis 
and climate change were interrelated 
with food security. The Minister said: 
“Climate change represents a significant 
risk to the sustainability of the world’s 
agricultural production… We face the 
challenge of improving food security, 
while at the same time reducing the 
emissions profile of agriculture.”

All industries that receive R&D funding 
through HAL contribute to the Across 
Industry Program. One of the projects 
being completed through the program 
this year aims to increase industry 
capability and understanding of 
climate change and climate variability 
implications and begins to identify 

the actions required to address these 
impacts. 

In essence it is a national strategic 
response to the risk of climate change 
and climate variability.

The long-term goal is to increase the 
resilience of the horticulture industry 
to respond to climate challenges and 
subsequently maximise sustainable 
production, increase productivity and 
decrease the commercial risk of climate 
change and climate variability.

The project is being implemented from 
March 2010 to March 2011, under 
the three objectives of Positioning & 
Planning; Research & Development; and 
Communication, and will result in the 
following outputs: 

■ The final version of the Horticulture 
Climate Research, Development and 
Extension (RD&E) Matrix

■ A horticulture climate position paper, 
which will include a summary of 
commodity specific climate RD&E 
needs and gaps

■ Up to 10 topic-specific grower fact 
sheets based on currently available 
information

■ A research-industry forum/workshop

■ A consumer fact sheet

The Positioning & Planning component 
commenced in April 2010. Growcom’s 
Climate Change Officer, David Putland 
has been commissioned to develop a 
strong industry position on the climate 
research, RD&E needs of industry and 
increase the incorporation of climate 
RD&E within commodity investment 
plans. Mr Putland’s role is to consult with 
industry, identify synergies/opportunities 
within investment plans, highlight any 
gaps in the Preliminary Horticulture 
Climate RD&E Matrix and then develop 
the Horticulture Climate Position Paper.

The Horticulture Climate Position Paper 
will sit in front of the Climate Matrix as 
a public summary and both documents 
will be available for all industry members 
to use. Mr Putland will use the Climate 
Matrix as a trigger for discussions 
with industry members regarding their 
commodity-specific climate RD&E needs.

Australia and its horticultural industries 
have a vital part to play in meeting the 
challenge of the global food crisis. The 
investment in programs to increase 
productivity over the past 20 years and 
going forward will not only benefit the 
table grape and dried fruit industries, it 
will help to meet the increasing global 
demand for food.

Meeting the challenges of global food security

“The food security agenda 
should focus on agriculture 

and rural development”.
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Road Transport Chain of Responsibility 
Legislation in Victoria has been 
in existence since 2005 and has 
implications for all parties that use 
road transport as part of their business. 
It is important that you as a grower, 
contractor, supplier, transport operator, 
driver or receiver within the table grape 
and dried fruits industry, understands 
the laws and how they may apply to 
you.

What is the chain of 
responsibility?
The chain of responsibility means that 
anybody - not just the driver - who has 
control in a transport operation can be 
held responsible for breaches of road 
laws and may be made legally liable. In 
other words, if you use road transport 
as part of your business, you share 
responsibility for ensuring breaches of 
road laws do not occur.

So if a breach of road transport law 
occurs due to your action, inaction 
or demands, you may be legally 
accountable.

Put simply this means: Control = 
responsibility = legal liability

To what areas of transport do 
the laws apply?
The chain of responsibility (COR) laws 
currently apply to mass, dimension, load 
restraint, driver fatigue and speed of 
heavy vehicles (vehicles of 4.5t GVM) and 
fatigue related heavy vehicles (vehicles 
over 12t GVM). If you have any influence 
or control of how these vehicles are 
loaded or operated, then you have some 
legal obligation under COR laws.

Who is covered by the chain of 
responsibility?
If you are involved in any of the following 
road transport activities you may be held 
responsible for breaches of road laws:

■ Consigning – a person or company 
commissioning the carrying of goods

■ Packing – placing goods in packages, 
containers or pallets

■ Loading – placing or restraining the 
load on a vehicle

■ Driving – the physical act of driving a 
heavy vehicle

■ Operating – operating a business 
which controls the use of a heavy 
vehicle

■ Receiving – paying for the goods/
taking possession of the load

You also have obligations not to coerce, 

Chain of Responsibility legislation and you

induce or encourage a breach of road 
transport laws.

In addition to ensuring compliance with 
road laws, you have to take reasonable 
steps to make sure that you do not 
pass on to other parties any false or 
misleading information about a vehicle 
or its load.

If you victimise an employee or 
contractor who raises concerns about 
actual or possible breaches of road 
transport laws, you have also committed 
an offence.

It is important you understand what role 
or character you are in the chain as part 
of your business. For example, a table 
grape grower on any given day could be 
one or all of the following responsible 
characters; a consigner, when engaging 
a transport operator to carry fruit, 
a loader or packer when loading or 
assisting with the loading of trucks, a 
driver or operator when using their own 
trucks to transport goods. All of these 
activities require the responsible person 
to take reasonable steps to ensure the 
laws are not breached.

Corporate and management 
liability
Under the legislation, a corporation, 
partnership or other body corporate can 
be found guilty of an offence under the 
chain of responsibility.

Corporate liability applies to a 
corporation, partnership or other body 
corporate if:

■ The organisation is a party in the chain 
of responsibility eg, consignor; or

■ An employee of the organisation is a 
party in the chain of responsibility eg, 
packer or loader.

Where a corporation, partnership or other 

corporate body has been found guilty of 
an offence, anyone who is involved in the 
management of the organisation may 
also be personally liable for the same 
offence.

In your line of business, you may have 
seen changes in the way large receival 
centres and corporations operate when 
receiving seasonal commodities such 
as grapes. Policies and rules regarding 
overloaded trucks load restraint have 
been put in place by these parties to 
assist with their compliance of the COR 
laws.

Enforcement powers
Search, seize and inspect powers in 
Victoria support the enforcement of the 
chain of responsibility. These laws allow 
authorised officers and police officers 
to:

■ Inspect and search heavy vehicles 
and premises associated with road 
transport

■ Direct a person associated with road 
transport to provide documentation 
and items relating to heavy vehicle 
compliance

■ Require a driver or other responsible 
person to provide reasonable 
assistance to an inspector or police 
officer and to state the person’s 
name, home address and business 
address

■ Require a person to provide details 
regarding any other person who is 
associated with a heavy vehicle or its 
load, and to give information to help 
identify the driver

For more information about the chain of 
responsibility call VicRoads on 13 11 71, 
or check the VicRoads website:        
www.vicroads.vic.gov.au

Growers sending fruit to factories or markets via our roads should be aware of their 
legal obligations. 
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is increased interest in planting more 
trees for dried fruit due to the prevailing 
conditions in other horticultural 
industries, the improved water supply and 
strong dried tree fruit prices. 

Angas Park and the South Australian 
Dried Tree Fruit Association, together with 
SARDI have planned a major information 
day to tell all present and perspective 
growers about developments in growing 
systems, financial opportunities and the 
market environment. A wide range of 
expert speakers have been booked and 
a field trip to orchards, drying yards and 
research plots is also part of the day.

The Dried Tree Fruit Conference is to be 
held at the Berri Hotel on Thursday 29th 
July so please pass this on to anyone who 
may have an interest.

Prunes 

The very large 2010 prune crop has been 
received and grading is well advanced. 
Surprisingly such a big crop is delivering 
a better than expected percentage (at the 
time of writing it was just under 70%) of 
fruit up to pitting size. 

Internationally the market remains 
quite soft as we lead into the northern 

Vine fruit 

The 2010 harvest threw up 
some challenges, especially 
for sultana and Sunmuscat 
growers. The volume of 
light fruit suitable for export 
was lower than demand, 
but Sunbeam is able to 
maintain a continuing 
export presence by using 
technology in its new 
processing facility. Most 
growers produced sound 
fruit from proactively 
cutting canes soon after 
the rain and this fruit will 
be readily accepted by our 
customers.

Growers of high quality fruit 
in 2010 were recognised 
by selection in Sunbeam’s 
‘All Australian 18’.Team 
selection focused on quality 
with scores given for fruit 
grade, cleanliness and the 
ease at which it could be 
processed. 

Sunbeam Foods General 
Manager for Fruit Supply 
Chris Ellis said it was 
pleasing to see a mix 
of growers of sultana, 
Sunmuscat, currants and raisins from 
various sized farms from Nyah West to 
Loxton awarded team membership. 

He congratulated all team members on 
the quality of their fruit.

Team members were announced at 
an AFL-themed lunch for all Sunbeam 
growers on 10th June.

Mr Ellis gave a special mention to Steve 
and Jinky Nicholls, Allan Long, Malcolm 
and Stephen Bennett, Rick and Wendy 
Sherwell and John and Jenny Lory who 
were additionally recognised as the ‘Best 
Performers’ on the team.

Global sultana markets remain volatile, 
but currant prices remain strong due to 
demand and the success of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) and 
Sunbeam’s anti-dumping case. The raisin 
market is tough as we rebuild sales lost 
when the drought impacted on supply 
and the pricing for next year remains a 
challenge. In short, Sunbeam expects 
prices for the other major varieties to 
remain high. We will keep growers up to 
date on pricing for all varieties.

Tree fruit 
As reported earlier in the year there 

hemisphere harvest. Three factors will 
determine the pricing outlook for 2011. 
Firstly, the result of the United States 
and European harvest will determine 
the ongoing level of supply secondly 
where the volatile currency fluctuations 
ends is impossible to forecast; and 
finally the success of Angas Park’s 
expanded promotion will determine if 
sales can make inroads into sales lost 
when the 2009 harvest fell well short of 
requirements.

Sunbeam and Angas Park Dried Fruit 
Contacts:

Chris Ellis, General Manager Fruit 
Supply: (03) 5051 4403    
or 0419 896 970

David Swain, Supply and Receivals 
Manager: (03) 5051 4402   
or 0407 834 044

Colin Farey, South Australia Fruit 
Supply: 0417 875 149

Alan Lister, Field Officer:   
0409 437 801

Peter Thompson, Field Officer:  
0429 960 234

Bob Jaensch, South Australia:  
0427 337 619

2010 Season and market update 

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

Sunbeam’s All Australian 18

MR & LM Davis 

Nicholls Mildura Trust 

AJL Vineyards 

Advinco Pty Ltd 

MR & SJ Bennett 

D L & G L Reed 

RC & WD Sherwell 

MJ & JM Cupper Pty Ltd 

DL & ME Patullo 

JR & JM Lory 

WT McClumpha 

ID & DJ Lyons 

JP & TM Bottams 

PA Woods 

R & E Kennedy 

MP & KV Dubois 

DG & NL Smith 

F & F Panetta 



35

■ Suitable green 
waste, (waste 
that is free from 
plastic and 
other foreign 
material) is sent 
to a processor 
where it is used 
as a base of 
feedstock for 
animals.  

■ Wood is chipped 
and mulched 
off site where 
it is used in 
playgrounds 
and on the sides 
of freeways as 
mulch.

■ Cardboard is 
taken to a paper manufacturer for 
recycling.

■ Polystyrene is reconstituted off 
site back into 
boxes and other 
products, and 

■ Steel is taken 
to metal recycling 
facility.

In addition 
to focussing 
on recycling 
waste on site, 
the Melbourne 
Market Authority 
has significantly 
reduced water 
consumption 
on site by 85% 
in the last four 
years. Average 
daily water 
consumption has 
dropped from 
over 250,000 
litres per day to 
less than 5,000 
litres (Figure 2) 
and has resulted 
in significant cost 
savings.

Actions taken over 
the past four years 
to reduce water 
consumption on 
site include:

Growers can take heart in the fact 
that their water wise messages are 
being heard in at the Melbourne 
Wholesale Fruit, Vegetable and Flower 
Market in West Melbourne.

The Melbourne Market Authority has 
taken a proactive role in slashing its 
water consumption and is recycling as 
much waste as possible to minimise 
its impact on the environment.

On a busy day more than 4,000 
people enter the market to buy and/
or sell fresh fruit, vegetables and 
flowers. As a result there is a large 
amount of waste generated on the 33 
hectare site.

In 2008/09 a total of 9,293 tonnes 
of waste was collected within the 
market, of which 5,777t or 62.4% 
was recycled (Figure 1). 

Waste is recycled and utilised as 
much as possible. For example:

■ The watering systems on all garden 
beds were disconnected.

■ Of the previously available 74 high 
pressure hoses around the market 
for washing down produce, all but 
four of these were disconnected 
and sealed.

■ A 150,000 litre water tank was 
installed to collected rain water 
from the Flower Market roof which 
is used for market cleaning.

■ Waterless technology, (Desert 
Cubes), 

was installed in the urinals 
on site, resulting in an immediate 
saving of about 14,000 litres per 
day.

■ Installed Water Save SmartMeters 
on the main inlet water meters 
which provided the Melbourne 
Market Authority with a 24/7 
on-line view of water use.  Within 
a short period of time two major 
underground water leaks were 
identified and quickly repaired.

The Melbourne Market Authority’s 
achievements were recognised 
when it was awarded the Water 
Save Award, Government - Other 
Utilities, in 2009 “for outstanding 
innovation and achievement in water 
management and conservation”.

The Melbourne Market Authority 
continues to seek new opportunities 
and innovative ways to reduce waste 
generated on site and further increase 
recycling of on-site waste material.

Melbourne Wholesale Markets lead the 
way in reducing environmental impact 

Figure 1. A breakdown of the recycled waste at Melbourne 
wholesale markets.

Figure 2. Average daily water consumption at Melbourne 
wholesale markets.

A 150,000 litre water tank was installed to collected rain water 
from the Flower Market roof which is used for market cleaning.
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Mildura Horticultural 
Field Days

Where: Sunraysia Institute 
of TAFE site, Benetook 

Avenue, Mildura
When: 25 and 26 May, 2010

July 2010
8-10  Ag-Grow Field Days, Ag-Grow 

Field Day Site, Capricorn Highway, 
Emerald, Queensland.

16-17  Mudgee Small Farms Field Days, 
Australian Rural Education Centre, 
Ulan Road, Mudgee. Contact: (02) 
6372 3899 www.arec.com.au

29  Dried Tree Fruits - Why not consider the 
option.  Berri Hotel, Berri, South Australia.  
Contact: Phil Chidzey (03) 5023 5174

August 2010
3-4 GrapeConnection Table Grape Conference 

2010, Rydges South Bank Hotel, Brisbane. 
Contact: Anne Larard 0432 395 985 
Email: anne.larard@optusnet.com.au

17-19  Commonwealth Bank AGQUIP Field 
Days, Gunnedah, Queensland. Contact 
Barry Harley (02) 6768 5800

18-19 Higher Valued Foods – FIESTA 2010. 
5th Innovative Foods Conference, 
Bayview Eden Hotel, Melbourne. 
www.innovativefoods2010.com

September 2010

5-7 NFF 2010 National Congress, The Grand 
Hyatt Melbourne. www.congress.nff.org.au

8-11 Murray Darling Association 60th National 
Conference and Annual General Meeting, 
La Trobe University, Beechworth, 
Victoria. AGM held on 10th, and includes 
a trip to Hume Dam. Phone 08 8226 
4402. Email event@mda.asn.au

15-16 Riverland field days, Riverland 
Exhibition Centre, Sturt Highway, 
Barmera. Contact Tim Grieger 0409 099 
122, Email: fieldays@riverland.net.au

29 APIA Annual Conference, Griffith, NSW

To add event or meeting to this diary, please 
contact Paula Smith drpsmith@bigpond.com

Events diary

The HIN, through 
extending its 
collaboration 
with industry, 
will facilitate the 
adoption of improved 
technologies and best 
practices, industry 
preparedness 
and response to 
emergencies.

ATGA Manager 
Communication 
Industry Analysis 
Allison McTaggart 
said they each had 
their own industry 
specific information 
requirements; 
however the 
collective skills and experience among the 
membership was vast and this meant that 
in most cases assistance could be provided 
within the group. 

“We (HIN members) are not able to provide 
commercial agronomic services but through 
the network we can provide resources for 
capacity building and leadership within the 
industry,” she said.

“Access to the HIN on-line library provides 
24/7 industry specific information. The 
links to videos, research and development 
publications and other websites provides a 
one stop shop for growers. 

“The library comes complete with 
a dedicated search engine for each 
horticulture association in the network. 
This facilitates quick access to relevant 
and useful tools and resources related 
to horticulture research, development, 
production and markets.”

A flyer in this magazine gives you more 
details to the website www.hin.com.au

Mr Hawtin said the HIN had made a 

An on-line library with a dedicated search 
engine for 14 horticultural industries has 
been developed as part of the Horticultural 
Industry Network (HIN).

The HIN is an initiative aimed at 
strengthening working partnerships 
between the Victorian Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI) and the horticultural 
industry to deliver better services to 
growers.

Both the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) and Australian Table Grape 
Association (ATGA) are among 14 industry 
associations that have partnered DPI in the 
network’s first year. Others include: cherries, 
tomatoes, citrus, berries, wine grapes, stone 
fruit and vegetables.

ADFA Industry Development Officer (IDO) 
John Hawtin said that it was still early 
days, but he was looking forward to 
building relationships with IDOs from other 
industries.

“There is already a sense of co-operation 
between some of the commodity IDOs, 
especially those located along the Murray 
River and permanent horticulture crops,” 
he said. “The HIN fosters this type of 
relationship and enables us to share 
experiences with a wider range of industries 
about the type of programs we have run 
and how well they worked.” 

Why is this initiative important?
The $2.2 billion per annum horticulture 
industry in Victoria is the most 
disaggregated and diverse of all the 
agricultural sectors. 

Major structural adjustment is occurring 
as markets tighten and the effects of 
climate change and low water availability 
increase the complexity of decision making. 
Major impediments to industry growth are 
the lack of service sector capability and 
collaboration in responding to these major 
challenges and opportunities. 

successful application for funding to train 
the IDOs so they could improve their service 
to growers. A skills audit would determine 
the common needs for training of HIN 
members and then expert trainers would be 
engaged.

DPI supports the HIN by providing 
secretariat, communications and practice 
change support and ensuring the 
horticultural community stays informed 
of the latest Research& Development 
(R&D), funding opportunities and market 
access imperatives. The DPI will wholesale 
products and services via the HIN, 
providing an effective route to market for 
R&D. 

A HIN advisory committee, made up of key 
industry leaders and DPI representatives, 
has also been established to make 
recommendations on HIN service delivery 
and operations. 

The new structure is to be trialled over three 
years, and its effectiveness measured by an 
increase in industry self reliance and level 
of service capability.

The Horticultural Industry Network

HIN members discuss the operation of Swingarm trellis with 
Irymple grower, Ashley Johnstone.
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Around the block

Prepare for Spring 
This will help with spot baiting if 
required. 

Again it is much easier to eliminate 
possible snail contamination problems 
early before they breed and create 
bigger problems once they have moved 
up into the vines and fruit.

Plan for plague locust 
hatchings
There is little known information about 
hatching plague locusts attacking newly 
bursting vine buds and shoots in Spring.

It seems that adult locusts do not eat 
mature vine leaves, but it is uncertain 
whether they will attack succulent new 
leaves.

Possible strategies to deal with locus 
hatchings may include leaving an 
alternative food source such as cover 
crops/weeds, so long as it does not 
create a frost risk to the vines, or the 
use of chemical deterrents depending 
on its cost.
The ADFA would like to hear from 
members who have had any experience 
with plague locusts in early Spring so 
that we can assist others in controlling 
these pests. 

Understand the new water 
rules 
It is important that as the new irrigation 
season commences that growers fully 
understand the new water rules and 
how they will affect them throughout 
the season.
The commodity IDO network recently 
conducted a water policy information 
session.

A number of years ago, the then Dried 
Fruit Research and Development 
Council (DFRDC) produced a vineyard 
pest monitoring kit packaged in a bum 
bag. The kit contains- record book, 
flagging tape, pocket magnifier, hand 
tally counter, specimen bottles and 
bags, tweezers and marking pens.

The Department of Primary Industries 
Victoria has recently given these kits to 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA). 

If any grower would like to have one of 
these kits, they can be collected from 
the ADFA office. 

Eliminate germinating Three 
cornered jacks
There is no tolerance for dried grapes 
found to be contaminated with spiked 
weed seeds and any such fruit will be 
not be received by processors.

Three cornered jack (Emex australis) is 
an Autumn/ Winter growing plant and 
is easily controlled by cultivation of the 
seedling plants.

If cultivation is not preferred, glyphosate 
or a broad leaf herbicide can be used to 
spot spray germinating plants.

Remember that it is easier to eliminate 
the weed seeds out in the block than 
trying to get them out of the fruit.

Look for snails during pruning
When you are pruning keep an eye out 
for any pockets of snail infestations 
and mark where they are with flagging 
tape from your newly acquired pest 
monitoring kit.

The ADFA will organise further 
information sessions on the operation 
and implications of the Spillable Water 
Account (SWA) and the Reserve Policy 
for dried fruit businesses if there is 
sufficient interest. Please contact the 
ADFA to register your interest.  

Water before bud burst
Past experience has shown that an 
irrigation before bud burst assists in the 
promotion of a strong bursting of the 
new buds, especially if there has been a 
dry Winter.

Vines with no pre-bud burst irrigation 
seem to be battling throughout the 
season in their development and 
ultimately crop potential.

The water authorities have indicated 
that the 2010/11 irrigation season will 
be commencing with a zero allocation. 

Most growers should have some water 
carried over from the 2009/10 season 
and should consider using some of this 
water to allow the best potential from 
their vines.
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Contact Gary Thomas
Telephone: (03) 5022 8499 Fax: (03) 5021 4833  Mobile: 0418 997 730

Email: michael.pullen@bigpond.com  PO Box 460, Irymple VIC 3498

GRAPEVINE
GRAFTLINGS & ROOTLINGS
•  Serving Australian Viticulture since 1952.

•  VINA Accredited Nursery

•  Vine Improvement sourced material

•  Graftlings & Rootlings supplied as dormant 12 mth old field  
 grown or 4mth/12 mth old container grown in biodegradable  
 Plant Bands.

•  Hot Water treated (HWT) and Trichoderma protected.

•  Taking orders now for 2010, 2011 & 2012 requirements.

•  Accredited to supply HWT field vines in South Australia.

•  We also stock a full range of container grown:  
 AVOCADO, CITRUS, OLIVE & PISTACHIO TREES.

The experienced team for all your

advertising requirements anywhere in 

Australia and New Zealand

talk to our media representatives

Let me! plan, produce and manage your advertising

 

For advertising in 

 

2 Lainie Court, Mildura 
Regional office:

2/1 Oxford Street, Oakleigh
Melbourne offfice:

Geoff Bell
0417 577953

geoff@multimediaenterprises.com.au

 
 

0404 664 584 

 nicole@npmedia.com.au



Your passion, 
our commitment

(It’s a better way forward)

Your passion, 
our commitment

(It’s a better way forward)
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Rural Finance understands how important an investment in agriculture is to the next generation of your 
business. As a specialist provider of fi nance to the rural sector for more than 60 years, we’ve assisted 
many families to invest wisely in their future.

So, the next time you’re thinking about how money can grow your business, call us. We won’t think twice 
about speaking with you, personally.

Rural Finance Agribusiness Lender Michael Pullen with Jamie Beattie on-farm.
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One product for the control of powdery  
and downy mildew 

When using Cabrio you can be confident that your vines are protected 
against both of the grapevine mildews. Apply Cabrio 1 to 3 times during  
the critical period from early flowering until bunch closure.  
Take no chances, use Cabrio. 

www.nufarm.com.au

Cabrio = Confidence

Cabrio. 
Protect your vines against powdery & downy mildew.

® Registered trademark of BASF used under licence by Nufarm Australia Limited.


