
Volume 7 • ISSUE 3

July - September  2011

Dried  •   Black Gem, a new early ripening, disease resistant currant   
fruits •   Dried fruit just as nutritious as fresh fruit 

Table •   National conference to be held in September          
grapes •   Promotion campaign wrap up

Aussie grapes
land in China

THE QUARTERLY JOURNAL FOR THE AUSTRALIAN TABLE GRAPE AND DRIED FRUITS INDUSTRIES



Controls three major grape diseases

Two Fungicide Groups - Group 11 & 7 
Two Products - Cabrio and Filan

Apply early flowering in a tank mix for one solution

www.nufarm.com.au

For optimum disease control and 
grape quality in your vineyard, 
implement the 3-2-1 approach.

Unparalleled protection against  
powdery mildew, downy mildew and Botrytis.

® Cabrio and Filan are registered trademarks of BASF used 

under licence by Nufarm Australia Limited.  



  

Contents

Australian Table Grape Association
33 Madden Avenue, 
Mildura VIC 3500 Australia.
Phone: (03) 5021 5718 • Fax: (03) 4009 0036
Email: atga@ncable.com.au
Web: www.australiangrapes.com.au

Dried Fruits Australia
31 Deakin Avenue, 
PO Box 5042 
Mildura VIC 3502 Australia.
Phone: (03) 5023 5174 • Fax: (03) 5023 3321 
Email: enquiries@driedfruitsaustralia.org.au
Web: www.driedfruitsaustralia.org.au

Dried grapes
 4 DFA Chairman’s report
 9 Dried Fruits Australia Annual Conference
 16 Grower profile: Jason Bottams, Irymple, Victoria 
 22 Processor report: Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park  
 23  Mildura Horticultural Field Days report 
 24 Board news
 25 Drying for profit activities 
 32 Black Gem, a new early ripening, disease resistant currant variety 
 34 Restoring the balance in fresh vs dried fruit nutrition

3

DISCLAIMER: Dried Fruits Australia (DFA) and Australian Table Grape Industry (ATGA) acknowledges 
contributions made by private enterprise through placement of advertisements in this publication. Acceptance 
of these contributions does not endorse or imply endorsement by DFA and ATGA of any product or service 
advertised by contributors.

Any advice provided in articles contained in The Vine is intended as a source of information only. Always read 
the label before using any of the products mentioned. DFA and ATGA and its officers do not guarantee that 
the publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your practical purposes and, therefore, 
disclaim all liability for any error, loss or any other consequence that may arise from you relying on the 
information in this publication.

All articles and other material published in this journal is DFA and ATGA copyright (unless otherwise stated) and 
may not be reproduced in part or full without the written permission of the authors and publisher.

The Vine is a registered trade/service mark of AgriMedia Pty Ltd.

Editorial: Phil Chidgzey, John Hawtin (DFA), Jeff Scott & Allison McTaggart (ATGA)
Journalists: Paula Smith, Terry Gange

Advertising:  Geoff Bell Advertising, Nicole Palmer Media

Production and Printing: Jamesprint

For editorial and advertising enquiries contact Dried Fruits Australia (DFA) (03) 
5023 5174, or the Australian Table Grape Association (ATGA) (03) 5021 5718.
The Vine is published and produced by DFA and ATGA.

Cover:  The first shipment of Australian table grapes is inspected by CIQ 
officials at Shenzhen dock in China.

Table grapes

Dried prunes
  10 New IDO – Peter Reynolds 
 10 APIA Annual Conference notice 
 11 International Prune Association executive meeting in Chile 
 12 Vale Laurence Cormack

Combined industry articles

Dried tree fruits
 20 Science review released on Murray-Darling Plan Guide 

 5 ATGA Chairman’s report 
 6 Cover story: Chinese welcome first Aussie grape shipment 
 8 Table grapes to hold national conference in September
 8 Peru: Second exporter of table grape in South America  
 13 Emerald to host 2011 Grapeconnect conference 
 14 ATGA Chief Executive’s report 
 15 WA fruit fly update 
 30 Table grape promotion update 

 12 Events Diary
 18 Moving trellis materials and irrigation pipes from vineyards  
 19 Tablet computer technology proves a vine idea
 19 New window on the status of Australia’s plant biosecurity system 
 21  HIN website a hit with growers  
 26 Horticulture Australia update 
 28  Water outlook 
 29 Managing extreme weather events - a wet summer 
 36 Plant Health Australia 
 37 Around the block



4

Chairman’s report

Mark King
CHAIRMAN

BOARD 
Chairman

Mark King 
Producer - Pomona

 
Deputy Chairman 

Allan Long
Producer - Cardross

 
Board Members
Neville Mitchell 

Large Producer - Wemen

 
Brian Boulton 

Producer - Vinifera

 
Jenny Treeby 

Producer - Red Cliffs

Stephen Bennett 
Producer - Merbein

 

Warren Lloyd                  
Producer - Irymple

Richard Findlay 
Sunbeam Foods

 
Chris Ellis 

Sunbeam Foods

Grant Ferry 
Australian Premium Dried Fruits

John Gray 
Australian Premium Dried Fruits

 
Phil Chidgzey 

Chief Executive Officer 

The Dried Fruits Australia Annual 
Conference was held on Monday 20 June, 
2011 and signalled the end of what has 
been a very tough season for the dried 
grape industry.

After years of drought and poor prices, 
the 2010/11 season looked like it could 
be a good one. The global supply/demand 
situation had returned to a reasonable 
balance and the industry’s market 
prospects were definitely on the rise. 

That all changed with a string of early 
and heavy rainfall events that resulted in 
widespread flooding, inundation of vines 
and humid conditions conducive to the 
spread of fungal disease. 

Email warnings from John Hawtin, our 
Industry Development Officer were 
appreciated by members in helping them 
manage very difficult conditions.

Split fruit was common in sultanas and 
crops were summer-pruned early to 
minimise mould development. While this 
action did save the crop, the fruit had not 
had sufficient time to mature, resulting in 
lower yields.

The 2011 crop is expected to be 40% 
down on 2010 to around 7,000 tonnes 
with massive crop and infrastructure 
damage being caused by flooding, 
inundation, rainfall and humidity impacts.

Grower returns have been greatly reduced. 
Not only are yields and quality down, but 
many incurred significantly higher costs in 
trying to control diseases and dry fruit in 
extended cool conditions.

In order to ease the financial pressure 
on growers, the horticulture (dried grape, 
wine grape, almond and table grape) 
industries in the Murray Valley have again 
joined forces and submitted a proposal to 
the Victorian Water Minister seeking direct 
assistance for irrigators in the form of a 
water rate rebate. No response has yet 
been received.

Looking forward
Dried Fruits Australia is acutely aware of 
the need to rebuild the Australian dried 
grape industry to a level of 25-30,000 
tonnes.

Strategies are needed that will ensure 
survival of existing growers as well as 
attracting new entrants, whether they 
be growers currently involved in other 
areas of horticulture or agriculture, or new 
investors.

An important aspect of this is to illustrate 
the strength of our industry with clear 
messages about future price expectations 
and market conditions. The recent action 
taken by Sunbeam Foods in advising 
grower clients that their contract prices in 
2012 will be at least equal to 2011 prices 
is welcomed and should help provide 
growers with confidence.

National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) Chief 
Executive Officer, Matt Linnegar delivered 
the keynote address at the Annual 
Growers’ Forum and spoke of the factors 
that will influence future success in the 
Australian farm sector and the role being 
played by NFF. 

He also provided an update on the 
impending release of the draft Basin Plan 
by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority, an 
issue that affects all dried grape growers 
who are reliant on the Murray-Darling river 
system.

Our affiliation with the NFF is important in 
ensuring that grower’s voices are heard 
when these important decisions are being 
made by our governments, as it is our 
future that is affected.

Another speaker providing industry 
confidence was Stephen Chaffey. Mr 
Chaffey creates computer models to help 
with management decisions. He has 
recently completed a model for the dried 
apricot industry and has been engaged to 
build a model specifically for dried grapes.

The Chaffey model will allow existing 
growers to see the implications of           
re-developing a block with new varieties, 
or perhaps changing the trellis or irrigation 
infrastructure. 

It is also a great tool for potential new 
growers to see exactly what the costs are 
for setting up a vineyard and what their 
return on investment is likely to be.

Although this project is in its infancy, I 
can see that the model will be extremely 
helpful in giving new and existing growers 
the confidence to expand and give our 
industry the critical mass needed to 
survive into the future. 

Mark King 
DFA Chairman

Annual conference wraps 
up a tough season 
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After six years of continuous effort 
and many thousands of dollars spent, 
the Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) witnessed the first shipment of 
Australian grapes arrive in Shenzhen, 
China on 17 May. 

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott and I 
travelled to China at the invitation of the 
Chinese government departments to 
observe the unloading and inspection of 
the shipment. 

It was a very memorable occasion for 
us both and an absolute dream come 
true; however market access to China 
would not have been possible without 
the help and cooperation of many 
others. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all of those involved for their 
assistance in making this happen. 
These include: Vanessa Findlay and 
her team at Biosecurity Australia, 
the personnel from the equivalent 
department from China, AQSIQ, special 
thanks to David Minnis for your help 
and guidance, to AQIS, the Department 
of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry 
(DAFF), Victorian Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) and many others too 
numerous to mention.

Bruno Moras of Nangiloc Colignan 
Farms grew and packed the first 
container of table grapes sent to China, 
and the importing company was Golden 
Wing Mau. Prior to leaving Australia the 
container of grapes was inspected and 
cleared for export to China by Chinese 
inspectors. This allowed the grapes to 
be shipped by sea to China where upon 
arrival the consignment underwent 
another quarantine inspection and after 
clearance the fruit was offered for sale. 

The importer made the decision not to 
sell the fruit in Shenzhen, but instead 
transported it by road to the Guangzhou 
market an hour away. 

The exercise was extremely successful, 
and gives me great confidence. The 
Chinese market has great potential 
and provides a real opportunity for our 
industry.

I believe that having gained direct 
access to all main Chinese ports has 
the potential for rewards for Australian 
table grape growers. 

I hope growers will familiarise 
themselves with the requirements of 
these markets and together with our 

exporters build trade relationships for 
future years.

The ATGA Board believes that it has an 
ongoing role to play in developing this 
market and will continue to monitor and 
assist growers through workshops and 
other means identified by the industry. 
We hope table grape access will form 
a template for other commodity groups 
and help them gain direct access too.

Fruit fly
On a more sombre, and not so 
successful topic, Queensland fruit fly 
continues to threaten Sunraysia, with 
the recent announcement that one in 
six cars intercepted at a recent road 
block were carrying fruit. 

While there is no doubt that the 
measures in place for movement of 
fruit out of fruit fly infected areas and 
into wholesale markets have been 
successfully handled, there is much 
more that could be done to inform 
travellers coming to the area that 
carrying fruit is an offence and that 
fines can apply. 

I will continue to remind government 
of the double standard when dealing 
with other outbreaks such as equine 
flu and the current fruit fly outbreak. 
When equine flu threatened our 
racing industry quarantine personnel 
were highly visible on highways and 
entrances to communities, yet the same 
attention and seriousness has not been 
applied to our problem.

Our politicians need to realise that 
the main source of income for the 
Sunraysia is the production and 
marketing of fruit and vegetables. If 
fruit fly is not controlled, many of these 
growers will be unable to continue 
farming. More money needs to be 
spent to control the fruit fly situation 
in production areas and I ask, if 24 
hour road blocks are successful in 
South Australia, why can’t the same be 
applied elsewhere?

Nick Muraca 
ATGA Chairman

China brings new hope, 
but fruit fly still a threat
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of the first container of table grapes from 
Australia on 17 May, 2011.

The shipment included 1,870 nine 
kilogram boxes of Crimson Seedless from 
Nangiloc Colignan Farms.

Growing grapes for China
Dominic Moras of Nangiloc Colignan 
Farms said they had gone to a huge effort 
to ensure the fruit was successful in 
passing the Chinese requirements.

“A stringent protocol based on rigourous 
system-based management processes 
that will prevent any incursion of pest or 
disease into China is in place and needs 
to be followed,” Mr Moras said. “It begins 
at bud burst with fortnightly monitoring 
for light brown apple moth, mealy bugs 
and thrips in the vineyard and accurate 
records of any action taken, and continues 
through to the packing of the fruit into 
boxes, which must be kept off the ground 
to ensure there is no foreign matter.”

Most importantly, the fruit has to be 
sweet, the berries large and uniformly 
coloured, quality characteristics sought 
after by the Chinese.

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott said 
about 130 growers had signed up to 
send fruit to China this year, but poor 
climate conditions in Sunraysia during 
the growing season had a detrimental 
effect on being able to produce consistent 
quality.

There were also some delays with the 
finalisation of import permits and that 
delay in timing made it more difficult for 
exporters to source product.

The Australian table grape industry has 
celebrated a significant achievement 
with the arrival of the first container of 
table grapes in mainland China since the 
protocol was signed.

For the past five years the industry has 
sought to gain official market access to 
the People’s Republic of China. 

Australian Table Grape Association (ATGA) 
Chairman Nick Muraca said the Australian 
industry produced 125,000 tonnes 
annually, which was far more than the 
domestic market could handle. 

“With new plantings coming on line and 
the industry continuing to grow, the ATGA 
realised it would need to develop export 
markets for the surplus fruit to restore 
market balance and reasonable returns to 
growers,” he said.

“China, with a population of 1.34 billion, 
was an obvious choice. 

“Furthermore, table grapes are extremely 
popular in China and are the highest 
selling fresh fruit. There was a huge 
opportunity for a counter-seasonal 
supplier such as Australia.”

The ATGA began formal market 
applications in 2006 and during that time 
has worked closely with the Department 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
(DAFF), in particular Biosecurity Australia.

The road to China has not been easy. The 
ATGA has spent a lot of time and money 
conducting research to support their 
market access application, so there was 
much anticipation and pride at the arrival 

Chinese welcome first Aussie 
grape shipment

The AQSIQ inspectors arrived in Australia 
in mid April, and at that time of the 
harvest Nangiloc Colignan Farms was 
the only grower in a position to send a 
quantity of fruit, hence only one container 
was sent to China.

Mr Moras said the pre-shipment 
clearance was the most stressful part of 
the whole process. “As we were the only 
grower/exporter putting our hand up to 
send a container, it was very important 
that we passed.”

“The two Chinese inspectors checked 
all our procedures to make sure we had 
followed the protocol agreed to by China 
and Australia. 

“Each pallet was probed prior to 
inspection to ensure fruit temperature met 
protocol specifications.

“Once the Chinese were satisfied AQIS 
officers were able to commence their 
pre-clearance inspection which included 
overseeing the loading of the container 
and commencement of cold sterilisation 
treatment.

“The temperature probes constantly 
recorded carriage temperature which 
was downloaded by the shipping line 
(APL) prior to arrival and submitted to the 
relevant Chinese authorities as proof that 
cold sterilisation had occurred,” he said. 

Arrival
The arrival of the container at Shenzhen 
dock attracted much attention with about 
40 Chinese people on hand when the 
container was opened for inspection.

Mr Muraca and Mr Scott were among 
10 officers from Shenzhen Entry-Exit 
Inspection and Quarantine Bureau of the 
People’s Republic of China (CIQ), members 
from the shipping lines and local media. 

Mr Muraca said the inspection was very 
thorough and included inspection of the 
fruit and data loggers registering the pulp 
temperature of fruit during transit and 
ensuring cold sterilisation requirements 
had been met. 

“About 20 boxes were inspected, one 
from each pallet,” he said. “The boxes 
were laid out on the concrete dock and 
all bunches in the boxes were examined 
for any signs of pest or disease. Samples 
were also collected and taken to the 
laboratory for further testing.

“After about an hour, the shipment was 
given the all clear for the visual inspection, 
and the following day the final clearance 
was given for the fruit to be sold.”

Cover story

CIQ inspectors were thorough in their inspection, which include checking the 
accuracy of temperature probes to ensure cold sterilisation protocols had been 
followed.



Mr Muraca said 100 containers of table 
grapes from Chile arrived in Guangzhou 
and were sold the same week that the 
Australian shipment was there. 

“I’m sure that if Australia had more fruit 
available it would have sold very quickly, 
but at the same time we must we wary 
of our southern hemisphere competitors 
and ensure we only send our best quality 
fruit.” 

Future
Mr Moras said his overall experience 
dealing with China was good and Nangiloc 
Colignan Farms would certainly be looking 
to ship fruit to China again next year.

“The Chinese market will be extremely 
important for the future of the Australian 
table grape industry,” Mr Moras said. 
“With a huge population all needing 
to be fed, and a population that is 
passionate about table grapes, China has 
the potential to be an enormous export 
market for Australian table grapes.

“But as growers 
we need to 
understand the 
requirements 
and the quality 
standards that 
the Chinese 
demand. If we 
meet these 
requirements I 
believe we will 
have continued 
success for 
many years to 
come.”

This was 
reiterated by Mr 
Muraca who 
warned that 

Golden Wing Mao has a distribution centre 
in Shenzhen, but chose to send the fruit to 
Guangzhou market about an hour away. 

Guangzhou markets
Mr Moras saw the fruit in Guangzhou and 
was very pleased with its condition.

Mr Muraca said there was great 
anticipation of the arrival of Australian 
fruit and buyers had all been told of the 
expected time of arrival.

“Representatives from Golden Wing Mau 
re-opened the container and took out one 
box to show potential buyers. The fruit 
had held up very well during its journey 
and still looked to be of extremely high 
quality,” he said.

“What followed was amazing as buyers 
went into a frenzy wanting to buy pallets 
of Aussie grapes. 

“All up it took about eight minutes before 
the container was closed again as all 
grapes had been sold.”

while China offered real potential, growth 
needed to be measured and calculated.

“It is imperative that we only supply 
quality fruit if we are to acquire market 
share from our southern hemisphere 
competitors,” Mr Muraca said.

“We should not only rely on the fact 
that our Aussie product has better taste, 
because presentation and quality are also 
extremely important to the Chinese.

“Growers need to familiarise themselves 
with protocol and market needs. Exporters 
need to establish relationships with 
Chinese importers and I encourage them 
to visit China to see the fruit available 
in markets and make contacts with 
importers.”

Mr Scott said the first shipment was a 
symbolic shipment which opened the door 
for all Australian table grape growers.

“The potential of the Chinese market could 
be very substantial for Australian growers, 
and will be realised once our growers and 
exporters have had a chance to develop 
relationships with importers in both 
northern and southern China,” he said.

“Traditionally all fruit has been sold at 
Guangzhou in the Guangdong province. 
Guangzhou has a population of about 
15 million, with more than 60% living in 
downtown areas.

“However, both Shanghai and Dailian 
ports have excellent cold chain 
management and large DCs for 
distribution to the rest of China.”

Mr Scott said all Australian growers were 
eligible to export direct to China, but must 
register with the ATGA on an annual basis. 
Information on China registration for next 
season will be distributed in the near 
future.

7

The arrival of the first container of Australian table grapes sent directly to China was a significant achievement for the industry.

Buyers at Guangzhou market showed a keen interest in the 
shipment of Australian grapes.
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Table grapes to hold national 
conference in September

emerging export markets, consumers and 
financiers at present,” he said. 

“The conference will provide an opportunity 
for industry to debrief, regroup and unite to 
meet these emerging grape expectations.”

The program for this key industry event 
has been packed with quality presenters 
from around Australia and overseas, with 
ample time set aside for looking over trade 
exhibitions and networking with other 
industry stakeholders. 

Table grape growers have the opportunity 
to see and hear about the latest products 
and technologies for their industry and 
gain an insight into new varieties and key 
markets (both domestic and international) 
at the 8th Australian Table Grape 
Conference. 

The three day conference organised by the 
Australian Table Grape Association (ATGA) 
begins on 21 September at the Quality  
Hotel Mildura Grand, Victoria.

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott said the 
conference theme, GrapeXpectations, 
reflects the spotlight currently placed 
on the Australian table grape industry, 
particularly after a production year 
where unprecedented floods and record 
breaking fruit fly outbreaks affected 
many regions. 

“There are high expectations for the 
success of industry equally from growers, 

Delegates will hear from a high profile 
celebrity speaker at the conference dinner 
on Thursday night, which is also a great 
opportunity to catch up with colleagues in 
an informal setting.

Registration for this conference will 
be open soon, so please keep a close 
eye on the ATGA website (www.
australiangrapes.com.au) to download 
the registration forms and for further 
updates on the program.

Growers are encouraged to register early 
to ensure a place.  Early bird registration 
of $200 (GST exclusive) is available until 2 
September, 2011.  Registration after this 
date will be $250 (GST exclusive).  

All enquires about the conference, 
including sponsorship opportunities can 
be directed to ATGA Chief Executive Jeff 
Scott, telephone: (03) 5025 1758, or 
Email: atga@ncable.com.au.  

xgrapexpectations

8th Australian Table Grape Conference

Peru: Second exporter of table grape 
in South America 

for grapes compared to the previous year, 
which was not a bad year, and not only for 
volumes to increase,” he added.

The protagonists of this growth, he said, 
are Peruvian producing and exporting 
companies. They are very young, most have 
less than five years in the business and 
are already moving from Piura, with early 
harvest, to Brazil, and from the Southern 
area (Ica) in direct competition with South 
Africa and Chile.

“Peru already represents 10% of the 
Chilean production and in 2015 we will 
represent 25%, but 5 years ago we were 
not even 1%. Today Peru is the second 
largest exporter in South America but it is 
not the second largest producer because 
Brazil still produces more than Peru but 

dedicates much of 
its production to 
the local market,” 
Mr Fuentes said.

Varieties
Mr Fuentes said 
that Peru is not 
only betting for 
Red Globe grapes, 
but is beginning to 
specialise in other 
varieties such as 
seedless table 

Despite the fact that the Peruvian table 
grape industry is still quite young, its annual 
growth of 25% on average has positioned 
it as the second largest exporter in South 
America after Chile and soon it will be 
the second largest exporter in America, 
displacing the United States and Mexico, 
said the President of the Association of 
Table Grape Growers from Peru (PROVID), 
Alejandro Fuentes.

In the recent campaign Peru exported 
different varieties of table grape for US$215 
million, an increase of 34% over the 
2009/10 season, which registered US$160 
million, and expectations for next year 
point to US$240 million, Mr Fuentes told 
AgroNegociosPerú the magazine.

“It all depends on how the price improves 

grapes which go to more sophisticated 
markets like Europe, the United Kingdom 
and the United States. 

Peru also has the advantage of supplying the 
Chinese market with the variety Red Globe 
in the window of the Lunar New Year when 
this fruit is most consumed, a period which 
other competitors such as Chile or South 
Africa find very difficult to achieve.

Agrícola Don Ricardo
Mr Fuentes is also the General Manager of 
Agrícola Don Ricardo, a company with 550 
hectares of red and white seedless grapes 
in Ica.

In 2008 Don Ricardo made a significant 
investment in its estate Don Carlos, and 
recently purchased the neighbouring 
farm El Alto incorporating 90ha of 
seedless grapes. It is also building a grape 
processing plant with the latest technology 
that will be able to provide services to 
other companies. Additionally, this year Don 
Ricardo joined the business of citrus and 
asparagus in Villacuri.

Mr Fuentes said that some of the new 
crops of grapes will be grown on areas 
previously devoted to asparagus. “We will 
replace 45ha of asparagus to plant Red 
Globe grapes and a new variety of seedless 
grape,” he said.

Source: AgroNegociosPerú

Tablegrape vineyard surrounded by the dry sandy hills of Ica, 
Peru. Photo courtesy of David Oag, Department of Employment, 
Economic Development and Innovation.
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Annual Conference 2011
Dried Fruits Australia’s Annual Growers’ 
Forum on 20 June was well attended with 
about 100 people coming to hear a range 
of speakers.

Keynote speaker National Farmers’ 
Federation (NFF) Chief Executive Officer 
Matt Linnegar highlighted the need for 
a blue print for Australian agriculture, 
to be negotiated with government. The 
blueprint should detail the key factors 
to be addressed over time in ensuring a 
viable, long term future for those involved 
in agriculture, he said.

He also provided an outline of the range 
of issues being pursued by NFF including 
the Basin Plan, carbon tax, R&D funding, 
Horticultural Industry Award and the anti-
dumping system.

Another popular speaker was Wayne 
Street, who outlined progress with 
the current review of the Dried Grape 
Strategic Investment Plan (for research 
and marketing levies). He explained that 
the proposed areas for future investment 
could be:
■ Vine improvement and new varieties 

development.
■ Viticultural systems and techniques.
■ Processing systems and techniques.
■ Collaboration and efficiencies.
■ Marketing and value adding.

Members attend to AGM 
business
Dried Fruits Australia held its first Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) under the new 
name.

Dried Fruits Australia Chief Executive 
Officer Phil Chidgzey said that the AGM 
was open to all financial members and 
had been attended by about 45 people. 

The AGM dealt with the usual array of 
formal business items. A summary of 
board elections, financial statements, 
decisions on membership and levy fees 
and other issues discussed at the 20 June 
AGM follows.

Board elections
Under the Dried Fruits Australia 
Constitution, the Branch Forum is 
responsible for selecting producer 
members to be appointed to the Board, 
using a weighted voting system. 

The AGM ratified the Branch Forum 
recommendation  that Brian Boulton, 
Jenny Treeby and Warren Lloyd be 
appointment as producer members of the 
Dried Fruits Australia Board for a two year 
term.

Finance
The AGM adopted the audited financial 
statements for Dried Fruits Australia 
Inc and Murray Industries Development 
Association (MIDA) Ltd for the 12 months 
period ending 28 February, 2011. The 
appointment of Shugg Consulting (Audit 
& Assurance) Pty Ltd as the independent 
auditor for 2011/12 was also confirmed.

2012 membership fees 
Producer: The AGM resolved that the 
producer membership fee for season 
2012 would remain at $8/tonne (plus 
GST), to be paid on all dried vine fruit 
deliveries up to 100t.

Large producer: The AGM resolved that 
the large producer (more than 300t) 
membership fee for 2012 be confirmed 
as $3/t (plus GST) on all dried vine fruit 
deliveries.

Processor/Marketers: The AGM resolved 
that the processor/marketer membership 
fee for 2012 be confirmed as $3/t (plus 
GST) on all dried vine fruit deliveries.

Branch payments: It was also resolved 
that payments to branches continue to 
be suspended for 2011/12, although 
any branch requiring funds may submit 
a request for funding assistance to the 
Board. 

2012 statutory levies 

The AGM endorsed an unchanged 
research levy of $11/t and an unchanged 
marketing levy of $7/t on all dried vine 
fruit deliveries in 2012.

Chairman
At a special Board meeting held 
immediately after the AGM, Mark King 
was re-appointed Chairman and Allan 
Long, Deputy Chairman.
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New IDO for prunes
Peter Reynolds has been engaged as 
the new Industry Development Officer 
(IDO) for the Australian Prune Industry 
Association (APIA).

With formal qualifications in 
horticulture [Bachelor of Management 
(Horticulture), Diploma Applied Science 
(Ag.)], and 12 years experience as an 
agronomic advisor, Mr Reynolds is well 
equipped to handle the role.

Through his consultancy business, 
Reynolds Horticultural Services, Mr 
Reynolds is in constant contact with 
quite a few of the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area (MIA) prune growers 
and as a consequence already 
knows many of the processors and 
researchers.

“They are keen to improve the prune 
industry, with a focus on prune quality 
– size, sugar levels and moisture 
levels – and I think that I can help the 
growers to better manage their crops 
during a time of low productivity and 
low profitability,” he said. 

While the Australian dollar remains 
strong imported fruit is relatively 
inexpensive and there is more 
pressure on Australian growers to only 
produce large fruit with high sugar 
levels. Any fruit outside this quality is 
certainly not profitable and in many 
cases is not even saleable, he said.

“At present growers are struggling 
to produce consistently high quality 
fruit,” he said. 

“As IDO I see my main task as looking 
at all available methods to manage the 
crop to optimise fruit size and to get 
this information out to the growers. 

“I will look at what trials have been 
done in the past and may establish 
some new trials on tree pruning or 
fruit thinning techniques.”

“While there is a lot of information 
available on stone fruit, there is not 

so much technical research carried 
out on prunes, so my job will be to 
collect practical information from local 
growers, researchers and processors 
and present it to all growers in a 
useful manner,” he said. 

Mr Reynolds said it was vital that the 
IDO establish good communication 
links with growers and he would 
investigate replacing the current paper 
newsletter sent out by post with an 
electronic version. He would also look 
at using mobile phone SMS alerts to 
notify growers of disease outbreaks or 
upcoming events.

He said the previous IDO, Anne Mooney 
had put a great deal of effort into 
updating the industry details, carrying 
out relevant trials and reporting back 
to growers on project outcomes and 
he hoped to continue this process. 

Mr Reynolds will be taking on the 
part time position of IDO from 1 July 
2011, following formal approval by 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) of APIA’s 
project funding application.

Peter Reynolds, the new IDO for prunes.

APIA Annual Conference
The Australian Prune Industry 

Association (APIA) will hold their 

annual conference on 28 September, 

2011 at the Gemini Hotel in Griffith.

The program is still being finalised 

to include a keynote speaker, 

updates on all research projects and 

APIA’s annual general meeting.

APIA Chair Harley Delves will soon be 

writing to all prune members inviting 

them to the conference and announcing 

further details about the program.

Anyone interested in attending 

the conference should contact 

the Dried Fruits Australia 

office on (03) 5023 5174.



industry in the coming years as a 
result of this. 

It is predicted that orchards that are 
removed will not be re-planted to 
prunes but probably to another crop. 
At present walnuts are a popular 
alternate crop.

Producer problems
Producer problems the world over are 
quite similar and are centred on costs 
of production and low packer returns.

The American, French, Italian and 
Australian prune industries are already 
well mechanised. Chile is moving 
fast to become mechanised, but is 
facing major problems with labour and 
machinery costs.

Argentina is enduring ongoing quality 
issues which are mostly the result 
of weather events such as hail and 
frost. The 60,000 tonne crop originally 
forecast for 2011 is likely to be closer 
to 37,000t and the quality very poor 
with hail marking, splitting and small 
size. 

The International Prune Association 
(IPA) Executive met in Chile in late 
May, 2011 to discuss the upcoming 
IPA Congress, changes to plantings 
and production potential and common 
problems experienced by producers.

The meeting was well attended 
with new members from Chile and 
Argentina and a large contingent from 
California. Jeff Granger attended the 
meeting on behalf of the Australian 
Prune Industry Association (APIA) and 
reports on the main issues discussed.

2012 IPA Congress
The next IPA Congress will be held 
20-26 May, 2012 at the University of 
California Davis campus in California.

The congress will coincide with 
the International Symposium of 
Horticultural Scientists (ISHS) and 
some joint presentations are being 
investigated.

While this will provide a greater depth 
to the conference, it will also mean 
accommodation will be very difficult 
to secure. Late registrations may be 
accommodated some distance from 
the congress venue.

Australians who would like to 
participate in the 2012 congress 
should notify Mr Granger as soon as 
possible, Email: jeffgranger@ozemail.
com.au.

World production 
There was general agreement 
among IPA members that global 
overproduction of prunes is unlikely to 
be a major issue in to the near future. 

Comments made at the 2010 IPA 
Congress in South Africa had been 
taken out of context and international 
press publicity at the time has created 
further confusion.

With the exception of South Africa, 
all southern hemisphere producing 
countries have suffered from weather 
related crop shortages in 2011. 

Furthermore, stockpiles are set to 
further reduce with no new plantings 
reported (although some tree 
replacement has occurred) and all 
countries stating some orchards had 
been removed, especially those with 
old or weather damaged trees. 

A lack of mechanisation has become 
a key issue in developing countries, 
especially Chile and Argentina, and 
more growers are likely to leave the 

Argentina is also suffering from a 
shortage of labour at harvest time.

South Africa also has problems with 
production costs. Their product is 
generally of good quality and size; 
however increasing costs of production 
and lack of interest by packers have 
meant many growers are unable to 
sell their crops. There are no dedicated 
prune packers in South Africa, instead 
prunes tend to be a minor sideline 
product to other dried fruit and nut 
packaging. 

IPA website
The industry website has become 
outdated and a complete overhaul was 
suggested at the last IPA Congress.

The IPA website is to receive a 20,000 
Euro update. Four quotes have been 
received (one each from India and 
the United States and two from South 
Africa) and will be examined by a sub-
committee. 

It is hoped the new website will be 
operating by 31 December, 2011.

11

IPA update from Chile

Growing prunes in Chile
This is a four year old prune 
orchard in Chile.

Note the extreme vigour displayed by 
the trees; they are over five metres 
tall and show no sign of slowing down 
their growth. They have a distinctly 
different growth pattern to trees in 
most other countries. A very deep, 
well drained soil and abundant water 
supply is a good starting point.

The trees are pruned with hand loppers, 
a very heavy old wooden ladder and 
a pruning system that encourages 
vertical growth rather than the 
development of lateral fruiting spurs.

This pruning demonstration caused 
much debate and difference of 
ideas to be exchanged as no other 
country follows such a method.

The owner of this orchard employed 
eight pruners, each pruning 30 
trees per day. He has 60 hectares 
of prunes between 4 and 7 years 
old, planted at 3 metre centres 
in rows 5 metres apart. 

Fruit is harvested when soluble solids 
reach 21° Brix and pressures are at 5 
Pounds per square inch. It takes 100 
workers 15 days to harvest the 60ha.
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Australia’s 
prune industry 
has lost 
a unique 
character, with 
the passing 
of Laurence 
Cormack on 
16 May.

Laurence 
was a second 
generation 
prune grower 

who had a passion for his industry.

A staunch supporter of the Young 
District Producers Co-operative, 
he served on their Board for about 
40 years, including 25 years or so 
as Chair. He also represented the 
Young district on the NSW Dried 
Fruits Board for about 20 years. 

Laurence was the founding Chairman 
of Country Foods Pty Ltd, a position 
he held for 21 years until he was in 
his late seventies. Country Foods 
was the joint venture marketing 
company for Young District Producers 
Co-op, Griffith Producers Co-op, 
Ernest Hall and Sons Pty Ltd and 
J C Granger and Sons and was 
responsible for Verity, Excello, Dessert 
Maid and JCG Brands of prunes. 

He attended Australian Dried Fruit 
Association (ADFA) Federal Council 
meetings on a few occasions 
representing Young district 
growers and led his section of 
the industry during some periods 
of growth and prosperity. He was 
also a member of the ADFA Prunes 
Committee for many years.

His actions and demeanour earned 
the respect and loyalty of all who 
worked with him over the years.

About three years ago Laurence 
retired and his son Scott took over 
the farm. For the last 12 months 
Laurence resided in The Southern 
Cross Retirement Village at Young. 

Laurence is survived by his wife 
Joy, daughters Toni and Lisa, and 
son Scott. He was 85 years old.

He will be remembered as one of 
the characters who developed the 
Australian prune industry; a fellow 
who didn’t mind a drink, could capture 
an audience as a knowledgeable 
and witty speaker, and enjoyed 
debating a difference of opinion.

Vale Laurence Cormack

July 2011

5-7 Ag-grow Field days, Emerald, 
Queensland. Tel: (07) 4982 4244, 
Email: admin@aggrow.com.au, 
Website: www.aggrow.com.au

27-29 Global Table Grape Congress, NH 
Lord Charles Hotel, Somerset West, 
(Capetown) South Africa. Contact: 
Hannah Gorvin Tel: +44 (0) 20 7501 
3725, Email: info@grapecongress.com, 
Website: www.grapecongress.com 

28-29 Below ground management for 
quality and productivity seminar, 
Settlers Tavern, Mildura. Email 
admin@phylloxera.com.au, Website: 
www.phylloxera.com.au  

August 2011

19-20 Grapeconnection conference, Australian 
Agricultural College Corporation 
Emerald campus, Queensland. Contact 
Growcom on growcom@growcom.
com.au or (07) 3620 3844.

22-25 Irrigation Australia Conference 2011, 
Hotel Grand Chancellor, Launceston, 
Tasmania. Email: ial2011@sanevent.
com.au, Website: www.irrigation.org.au 

26 AHEA Industry Export Forum 
2011, Melbourne, Victoria. 
Website: www.ahea.com.au 

TBA 6th Summerfruit Australia 
Conference 2011. Website: 
www.summerfruit.com.au 

September 2011

7-9 Asiafruit Logistica and the Asiafruit 

Congress, Hong Kong Convention & 
Exhibition Centre, Hong Kong. Website: 
www.asiafruitcongress.com

18-22 Horticulture for the future, a joint 
conference of the Australasian Postharvest 
Horticulture Conference Organising 
Committee (APHC), the Australian Society 
for Horticultural Science (AuSHS) and 
the New Zealand Institute of Agriculture 
and Horticulture Science (NZIAHS). 
Mantra Erskine Beach Resort, Lorne 
in Victoria. Website: www.cdesign.
com.au/horticulture2011/index.htm

21-23 Australian Table Grape Conference, 
Quality Hotel Mildura Grand 
Contact: Jeff Scott, (03) 5021 5718, 
Email: atga@ncable.com.au 

25-30 63rd Annual Congress International 
Association of Horticultural 
Producers (AIPH) 2011, Xi’an, 
China. Website: www.aiph.org

28 Australian Prune Industry Association 
Annual Conference 2011. Contact: Dried 
Fruits Australia Tel: (03) 5023 5174

October 2011

8-12 ANUGA 2011: Food and Beverage 
Trade Fair, Cologne, Germany. 
Website: www.anuga.com

14-15 International Seedless Dried 
Grape Producing Countries 
Conference, Santiago, Chile.

14-17 PMA Fresh Summit 2011, Georgia World 
Congress Center, Atlanta, Georgia, 
United States. Website: www.pma.com

18-20 Australian National Field Days, Orange, 

NSW. Tel: (02) 6362 1588, Email: info@

anfd.com.au  Website: www.anfd.com.au

November 2011

9-11 Southern Hemisphere Congress 

2011 “Eurofruit Congress”, Lima 

Peru. Contact: Hannah Gorvin, 

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7501 3725, Email: 

info@eurofruitcongress.com 

Website: www.sh-congress.com

TBA Dried Tree Fruits Conference 2011 

Contact: Australian Dried Tree 

Fruits Inc. Tel: (03) 5023 5174

December 2011

3-6 Southeast Asia symposium on quality 

management in postharvest systems, 

(SEAsia2011) Bangkok, Thailand. 

Contact: Dr Sirichai Kanlayanarat 

Tel: +66 2 470 7720, Email: sirichai.

kan@kmutt.ac.th, Website: www.

kmutt.ac.th/SEAsia2011 

3-6 International symposium on postharvest 

pest and disease management in 

exporting horticultural crops, Bangkok, 

Thailand. Contact: Pongphen Jitareerat 

Email: ppmd2011@kmutt.ac.th 

Website: www.kmutt.ac.th/ppdm2011 

To add event or meeting to this diary, please 

contact Paula Smith drpsmith@bigpond.com

Events diary



like cotton, horticulture, aqua-
culture and tourism. 

Emerald’s total value of 
agriculture is more than 
$100 million, spanning about 
one million hectares. Citrus 
production in the region 
exceeds $10 million annually, 
while table grape production 
in Emerald accounts for over 
5% of Australia’s table grape 
industry. 

The Fairbairn Dam was 
completed in 1972 for the 
irrigation of thousands of 
acres of fertile farmlands in 
the Emerald Shire. Situated 
18km from Emerald, the dam has a 
surface area of 15,000 hectares and holds 
1.3 million megalitres of water when full 
(twice the volume of water in Sydney 
Harbour). It is currently at capacity. The dam 
supplies 200,000ML of water annually for 
irrigation, industrial and urban needs. Of 
this, 30,000ML is allocated for the mining 
industry and urban use, while the remaining 
170,000ML is for agricultural purposes. 

In January 2011, the Nogoa River peaked 
at just over 16 metres and inundated the 
Emerald township and properties in the 
region. Many had only just returned to 
normal business after the floods of 2008 
that saw the river peak at 15.5m, and be 
prematurely classed as a one-in-100-year 
event. 

GrapeConnection delegates will participate 
in a field tour alongside members and 
guests of the Central Highlands Cotton 
Growers and Irrigators Association. 

The field tour will incorporate a presentation 

Emerald, the country’s second largest table 
grape production area, will host the 2011 
GrapeConnection table grape industry 
conference on 19 and 20 August.

Delegates will be treated to an action 
packed first day that begins with a range 
of marketing presentations, followed by a 
field tour of the region and concluding with 
an industry dinner at Cordoma Farms. The 
second day is more relaxed as delegates 
attend an inaugural field day set up on the 
Australian Agricultural College Corporation, 
Emerald campus oval.

GrapeConnect Chairman Richard Lomman 
said that as with previous events, the 
conference program was very attractive 
to early season growers and marketing 
partners. However, the addition of the field 
day component would provide an even 
broader source of industry information 
and networking opportunities for all 
stakeholders. 

“We have received strong support from 
regional and national industry suppliers 
sponsoring the event this year and believe 
this will help to attract more than 120 
delegates from all growing regions,” he 
said.

Emerald is situated 263 kilometres west 
of Rockhampton on Queensland’s Central 
Highlands. The Emerald region has a 
uniquely diverse industry base, which gives 
the area a competitive and sustainable 
advantage over other rural communities. 
Economic activity in the region includes 
gem and coal mining, cattle production, 
a wide variety of agricultural industries 

of the SunWater facilities at Fairbairn Dam, 
and local horticultural and cotton properties.

Following the field tour chartered buses 
will take delegates from Emerald motels 
to Cordoma Farms for the annual industry 
dinner, with drinks commencing late 
afternoon.

Joe and Ross Cordoma moved to 
Emerald in 1995 to extend the season 
of table grapes from the family property 
in Robinvale. At the time very few table 
grapes were grown in the area, but that did 
not deter the brothers who currently have 
135ha of vines planted including Menindee 
Seedless, Crimson Seedless, Midnight 
Beauty, Flame Seedless and Red Globe. 

The brothers diversified into citrus, a 
popular crop in the region, but were forced 
to destroy their trees as part of a national 
strategy to contain and eradicate a citrus 
canker infection detected in the area. Citrus 
could not be planted for two years and 
many growers replaced their trees with 
table grapes, boosting the local table grape 
industry.

Today Emerald boasts more than 1.5 million 
vines and is the second largest grape 
growing region in Australia after Sunraysia.

The inaugural GrapeConnection conference 
field day will be held on Saturday 20 August 
at the college. The oval will be transformed 
into a site for over 40 industry stakeholders 
and suppliers to showcase new products 
and services and demonstrate new 
information relevant to the table grape 
industry. 

To be part of this event and receive 
a registration form to attend, contact 
Growcom on (07) 3620 3844 or Email: 
growcom@growcom.com.au 

For further enquiries contact Mr Lomman 
on 0427 791 748.
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Emerald set to host 2011 GrapeConnection 
conference

Cordoma Farms will host the annual industry dinner. Aerial photograph courtesy of 
James J Laws Photography.

The Fairbairn Dam is the heart of Emerald’s irrigation 
region, supplying 170,000ML annually to agriculture.
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Biosecurity Australia it was pleasing 
to see the first container exported and 
sold. Hopefully the success of this first 
shipment will pave the way for many 
more containers in future years.

Fruit fly
This season has been one of the worst 
on record for fruit fly outbreaks in the 
Sunraysia region. 

There have been 32 outbreaks of 
fruit fly in Sunraysia, an area which 
is declared pest-free. The Victorian 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) 
has spent an extraordinary amount of 
money and allocation of resources to try 
and eradicate the pest. 

The outbreaks have been of grave 
concern to growers and exporters. 
All table grape exports had to be cold 
treated, an added cost to growers, and 
further losses were experienced as 
there was no chance of the lucrative air 
freight markets this season.
If the low temperatures over winter 
does not eliminate the flies and they 

become active 
again as the 
weather becomes 
warmer, it may 
mean further 
difficulties and 
financial losses to 
the growers in the 
Sunraysia region. 

The DPI is 
currently looking 
at a range 
of different 
strategies to 
combat the 
pest, including 

changing the 
current legislation 

It has been 
a very busy 
time for the 
Australian 
Table Grape 
Association 
(ATGA) over the 
past few months 
dealing with 
market access 
issues both 
domestically 
and 
internationally. 

China
The Australian table grape industry 
celebrated a significant breakthrough 
in market access with the successful 
delivery of the first container of 
Australian table grapes to China. 

Prior to the consignment being sent, 
the grapes were inspected by Chinese 
inspectors here in Australia. Two 
inspectors were in Sunraysia for a week in 
the hope of inspecting up to 10 containers 
of grapes but unfortunately, due to poor 
timing and the quality of fruit they were 
only able to inspect one container. 

This container was passed by the 
inspectors and arrived in China on 17 
May. The container was opened and 
inspected again by CIQ inspectors at the 
Shenzhen port before being transported 
to the Guangzhou market for sale. 

The container was sold very quickly and 
created much excitement at the market. 

After nearly eight years of market 
access work in conjunction with 

A busy time with market access 
a focus

and code of practice for controlling fruit 
fly.

Chile imports
The first shipment of Chilean table 
grapes was expected to reach 
Australian shores in mid April, and the 
ATGA responded swiftly with a national 
media campaign. The campaign urged 
Australian consumers to check the label 
of origin prior to purchase and to buy 
only Australian fresh produce. 

In a two week period over 200 media 
stories appeared in newspapers or were 
aired on radio, or television. The media 
statement was also picked up by the 
international press.

The media hype and consumer reaction 
was so great that the Australian 
importer made a commercial decision 
and diverted the consignment while on 
route to Australia to be sold elsewhere.

It was a great outcome for the Australian 
industry and shows that Australian 
consumers are keen to support local 
growers and fresh, great tasting produce.

Promotion
The ATGA is currently reviewing last 
year’s promotion campaign and setting 
activities for the coming season. 

Of particular success was the use of 
our Table Grape Ambassador, Geoff 
Huegill. Hanging off the success of the 
recent World titles and Commonwealth 
games, Mr Huegill was able to tell his 
story of losing over 45 kilograms by 
grazing on a bunch of grapes. Together 
with a concentrated media campaign, 
our promotion competition and tasting 
activities, the 2010/11 campaign met all 
objectives. 

Our promotional committee was 
pleased with outcomes and is now 
looking to build on the themes and 
activities for next season’s campaign.

Conference
The ATGA will again be organising its 
technical conference. The conference 
will be held 21-23rd September at the 
Quality Hotel Mildura Grand. 

A great list of exciting speakers will 
be presenting during the days with an 
excellent dinner speaker as well. 

I encourage you all to make the effort to 
attend and to make this conference as 
successful as the last. Further details 
are on page 9 of this edition.

ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott

ATGA Chief Executive’s report

“After nearly eight years 
of market access work 

in conjunction with 
Biosecurity Australia it 

was pleasing to see the 
first container exported 

and sold.”

Australia’s first container of table grapes to China was opened 
and inspected by CIQ inspectors at the Shenzhen port before 
being transported to the Guangzhou market for sale.
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Swatting flies:  
The Department of Agriculture and Food’s response to an exotic pest

week period; one female fly is trapped; or 
one Qfly larva is found.

The department’s response was immediate 
and included increased surveillance trapping, 
widespread fruit inspections and baiting 
along streets, laneways and many residential 
properties in the area. Much fruit was 
collected to check for presence of Qfly larvae. 
Additional traps were set within a 200 metre 
radius of where the fly was found.

A communications campaign was also 
carried out urging residents to check their 
own fruit and restrict the movement of 
home-grown fruit and vegetables in all 
or parts of the suburbs of Highgate, East 
Perth, Perth, Mount Lawley, Northbridge, 
North Perth and Maylands.

In early April, a second fly was found 
in the outbreak zone, this time a male. 
This prompted further surveillance and 
extension of the weekly baiting program 
with the organic insecticide Naturalure™ 
until the end of May.

The higher level of surveillance trapping 
will continue for a number of months to 
ensure this incursion has been eradicated.

Biosecurity staff from Western Australia’s 
Department of Agriculture and Food have 
become a familiar sight in Highgate in 
suburban Perth in recent months as part of 
a response to a Queensland fruit fly (Qfly) 
incident in the area. This is the first incident 
response for the Qfly in Western Australia 
for 16 years.  

Qfly is a serious pest of fruits and some 
vegetables and poses a significant risk to 
the state’s fruit and vegetable industry. It 
was detected in Perth in 1989 and 1995 
and successfully eradicated both times.

A mature female Qfly with eggs was found 
in the inner city suburb during February 
2011. The fly was found in a surveillance 
trap on a residential property that is a part 
of an early warning system operated by the 
department. 

The department’s early warning system 
is a surveillance grid of nearly 2,000 
Qfly traps placed throughout the Perth 
metropolitan area. An incident response 
is triggered if five male flies are trapped 
within a one kilometre radius over a two-

Residents and business operators have 
been very supportive of this work and the 
department thanks everyone involved for 
their patience and cooperation.

More information on Qfly is available 
from www.agric.wa.gov.au or from the 
department’s Pest and Disease Information 
Service on 1800 084 881.

This article was written by Darryl Hardie, 
an Entomologist with Department of 
Agriculture and Food, Western Australia. 

Department Entomologist Darryl Hardie 
shows Perth Hills fruit grower Mark 
Wilkinson one of the traps used in the 
surveillance.
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Young grower sees beyond 
tough times

Grower profile

years ago I bought that property and the 
100-year-old house I grew up in.”

The process of linking all of the Bottams 
family properties was completed three 
years ago, when Jason and his wife Toni 
purchased another neighboring 7.2ha 
(18 acre) patch.
“That had originally been part of my 

Grandfather’s property, but had been 
bought by my aunt and uncle, so 
bringing together the whole 22.6ha 
(56 acres) has been a bit of a natural 
progression, I guess.”

Jason admits the most recent 
acquisition three years ago was the 
most difficult, at the peak of the 

Jason Bottams was only a teenager 
when he began buying his first fruit 
block and despite a bumpy ride since, 
he’s still convinced that youthful 
decision was the right one.

The Irymple grower was only a year 
old when his father, Terry died. It was 
Jason’s mother, Paula, who then took 
the courageous decision to hang on to 
the family property and continue to run 
the operation.

“I pretty much grew up helping Mum on 
the block, so I suppose the ambition to 
eventually take over grew from there,” 
Jason said.

“I left school at 16 and started a four-
year horticultural apprenticeship at 
TAFE. I trained with Don Vallelonga on 
his property and our own. I grew up 
with Don who share-farmed the family 
property. Mum and Don continue to help 
on the block today. Around the same 
time as my apprenticeship I started 
share-farming my Grandfather’s four 
hectare (10 acre) block,” he said.

“I began the process of buying that 
block soon after I started working it, so 
I was certainly still pretty young. Then 
when Mum was ready to retire about ten 

drought, and with two young sons, 
Harry, now six, and Ned, now four, also 
to be considered.

“That was without doubt the biggest 
decision. We were in the worst of the 
drought and our water allocations 
had been cut – I think that was the 
time when people really had to decide 
whether to keep going and get bigger, or 
to get out of the industry,” he said.

“We decided to stay – we bought the 
extra 7.2ha. It had been flood-irrigation, 
we changed it over to drip irrigation and 
fully redeveloped the block.

“Our drought strategy was to push the 
block out, and use the water on younger 
plantings, which need less water.

“We managed to get through that period 
without having to buy water, which was 
a huge bonus in surviving financially, I 
think.

“There was a lot of cost involved in 
changing over to drippers and putting 
in the new vines, but it was at least an 
investment in the future.

“We now have all the three properties 
operating as one, with irrigation over the 
whole property operated from the one 
pump on the home block.” 

“There was a lot of cost 
involved in changing 
over to drippers and 
putting in the new 
vines, but it was at 

least an investment in 
the future.” 
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anything early is susceptible to rain, but 
I think we may be better to try to spread 
the season – and the risk – a bit more.

“Everyone says this year has been the 

Most of the property has been 
redeveloped on a vertical trellis, a 
decision Jason says he made when he 
redeveloped his first block.

“I originally put in 2ha (five acres) of 
Swingarm trellis, and 2ha of vertical 
trellis, with the idea I would change it all 
over to Swingarm eventually,” he said.

“But after a couple of years I felt the 
vertical trellis system was as good 
if not better. It’s cheaper to set up 
initially because you are saving on the 
Swingarm bars and a on a couple of 
wires for each row. 

“I just found it easier to manage 
because with Swingarm you can only 
hit from one side, but with the vertical 
you can actually beat it from both sides, 
and with varieties like Carina and in wet 
seasons that’s a great advantage.

“And the beauty is that that vertical 
trellis can be picked with just a normal 
wine-grape harvester, without any 
modification needed.”

The Bottams property has a mix of 
sultana, Carina and Sunmuscat, but 
Jason says he’s still undecided about 
what variety to put on the final 3.2ha 
he’s yet to redevelop.

“We had been planning to put in Sunglo 
but after this year’s harvest, we’re 
putting it on hold for another year.

“Sunglo is rain tolerant but it doesn’t 
mature until late February, which 
adds to the problem we already have, 
with the seasons coming in later and 
everything coming in at once.

“I know this year is exceptional, but we 
only finished drying in the middle of 
May, so I think something early like a 
Diamond Muscat or Selma-Pete might 
be the way to go. 

“Of course the downside of that is that 

worst ever, and I think it was. Our fruit 
was looking OK until the big rain came 
in February, and we had to pump the 
block out three times and from then it 
was just one thing after another. We still 
got a harvest, and, all things considered 
it was all right, but there were enormous 
costs.

“In terms of growing dried fruit, I think 
we’d nearly prefer drought!”

Despite the rough ride, Jason’s 
confident the last decade isn’t 
something that should deflate growers’ 
confidence in the sector.

“If you can work on growing at least 
four tonnes to the acre (10t/ha) and 
supply good quality fruit and get your 
$2,000/t, you can make a decent return.

“I mean, we would all like more, but 
overall, in Australia we eat 40,000t of 
dried fruit and we can only produce half 
of that, so there has to be a future there.

“Food security is going to be an issue 
going forward and dried fruit is a 
healthy food, it has a good shelf life, 
and, as producers, we don’t have 
anyone telling us when to harvest and 
how much we can pick.

“We’ve had four years in a row now 
when we’ve had to manage things like 
heat during flowering, water shortages, 
and now rain – we just need that good 
weather year.

“It’s a good industry but we just haven’t 
had that good year for a long time.”

“If you can work on 
growing at least four 

tonnes to the acre (10t/
ha) and supply good 
quality fruit and get 

your $2,000/t, you can 
make a decent return.”

Jason assesses the number and quality of replacement canes of his sultana vines 
grown. 

Jason Bottams has converted his entire 22.6ha property to drip irrigation. Pictured 
here he checks the filters and ensures his investment in the future remains sound.
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When a vineyard is removed, the 
trellis materials can often be used 
elsewhere for other vineyards or for 
fencing. Used irrigation pipes may also 
be transported to other properties. 
Vineyard operators need to ensure 
compliance with grape phylloxera 
management zone regulations 
whenever trellis materials or irrigation 
pipes are removed.

All used vineyard trellis materials 
and irrigation pipes are considered 
potential hosts or vectors of phylloxera. 
Phylloxera can be present in vineyard 
soil, so any soil remaining on posts 
or pipes or picked up during vineyard 

removal operations 
(e.g. in bundles 
of wire) has 
the potential to 
spread phylloxera. 
Also, roots may 
grow into cracks 
or crevices in 
vineyard posts 
and while the 
roots remain alive 
phylloxera can 
survive.

Therefore, any 
trellis materials 
or irrigation pipes 
leaving a Phylloxera Infested Zone 
(PIZ) or entering a Phylloxera Exclusion 
Zone (PEZ) or Control Area (see map) 
need to be cleaned and disinfested, 
and accompanied by the necessary 
documents (Plant Health Certificate, 
Plant Health Declaration and/or 
permit).

Observe these 
procedures:

■ Trellis posts    
   and irrigation  
   pipes must be  
   removed from  
   the ground at    
   least 14 days  
   prior to heat  
   treatment.
■ All posts  
   (wooden, steel,  
   plastic,concrete  
   and pipes must  
   be brushed or  
   washed free of  
   all soil.
■ All posts and  
   pipes must be 

inspected by DPI Plant Standards for 
freedom from soil if leaving a PIZ or 
entering a PEZ or Control Area.

■ Transport vehicles to be cleaned 
prior to leaving a PIZ or entering a 
PEZ or Control Area (tray/trailer to be 
cleaned free of soil).

■ Trellis materials and irrigation pipes 
must be treated with dry heat at 
45°C for 75 minutes or 40°C for 120 
minutes, with data logger printout as 
evidence.

■ Plant Health Certification needs to be 
obtained from DPI Plant Standards 
for treated trellis materials and pipes 
(cleaned and heat treated) leaving a 
PIZ or entering a PEZ or Control Area.

Whilst the above procedures are 
required for the management of grape 
phylloxera, they are also desirable for 
general vineyard hygiene. Other pests 
and diseases may also be present in 
cracks on wooden posts, in cordon 
material still attached to trellis wires, 
or in crevices of grapevine guards.

Moving trellis materials and irrigation 
pipes from vineyards

Before removing any trellis 
materials from vineyards and 
transporting them out of a 
PIZ or into a PEZ or Control 
Area contact a DPI Plant 
Standards Officer Tel: 136 186

Phylloxera management zones in Victoria.

FarmReady Reimbursement Grants 
re-opened on 1 July, 2011, including 
changes to extend the availability of 
funds and make the program accessible 
to more primary producers.

To date the $34.4 million FarmReady 
program has been remarkably successful, 
providing over 22,000 training opportunities 
to primary producers, wild game harvesters 
and indigenous land managers since 
February 2009. The program was so 
popular in 2010/11 that funding was 

exhausted in the first quarter, showing that 
primary producers understand the future 
benefits of training for their businesses.

The scope of the program will be 
extended from 1 July, 2011 to include 
funding for agritourism and food 
tourism training for the first time. 

Under the program, from 1 July primary 
producers and wild game harvesters will be 
entitled to a reimbursement of 65% of the 
costs of approved courses. Course participants 
will be asked to make a contribution to the 

cost of their training – there is no change 
in the total amount of funding an individual 
can claim under the scheme. Each primary 
producer can still claim up to a maximum 
$1,500 each financial year, with funding of 
up to $500 also available to assist with travel, 
accommodation and child care expenses. 

These changes will ensure that funding is 
available over the coming year to fund more 
opportunities for more primary producers. 

For further information about FarmReady 
visit www.daff.gov.au/farmready

FarmReady program returns



19

An overview of the health and 
achievements of Australia’s plant 
biosecurity system was released in 
the form of the 2010 National Plant 
Biosecurity Status Report. 

The 220 page report was compiled 
by Plant Health Australia (PHA), using 
contributions gathered from government 
and industry members to give a detailed 
picture of Australia’s plant biosecurity 
system for the period 1 July, 2009 to 31 
December, 2010. It covers the resources 
that are deployed across the country 
and how they combine to safeguard 
Australian plant production industries, 
worth more than $25 billion a year.

It is the comprehensiveness of the 
information in the status report that 
makes it so useful according to Dr Tony 
Gregson AM, PHA Chairman.

“The status report lists the plant pests 
of greatest concern, so that we know 
where the threats lie,” he said. “It covers 
the organisations and activities involved 
in keeping Australia’s agricultural, 
horticultural and forestry industries free 
from these pests. It also collates more 
than 800 plant biosecurity research 
projects underway or completed.”

Dr Gregson said 
the report was the 
ultimate reference 
volume, providing 
a veritable mine 
of information that 
was presented in 
a clear, easy to 
understand format 
making it readily 
accessible for a 
wide audience.

“We know from 
previous editions 
how valuable 
this resource is 
to government 
and industry. It provides reassurance 
to producers and consumers about 
the robustness of Australia’s plant 
biosecurity system and has been used to 
support international trade negotiations.”

Dr Gregson said it was easy to take 
our relatively pest-free environment for 
granted. “Because of our geographical 
isolation and the strong performance of 
our national plant biosecurity system, 
Australian producers don’t face the 
same pest problems that many other 

countries do. But we cannot afford to be 
complacent.

“By providing a window onto Australia’s 
plant biosecurity system, the status 
report is aiding decision making, 
deployment of resources and application 
of risk-based approaches to biosecurity 
and making a direct contribution to 
preserving our prized pest-free status.” 

The National Plant Biosecurity Status 
Report is available on PHA’s website at 
www.phau.com.au/NPBSR.

New window on the status of 
Australia’s plant biosecurity system

Tablet computer technology has 
proved a winner in assisting with the 
planning and conduct of field surveys 
in the Department of Primary Industries 
(DPI) Victoria’s Viticulture Biosecurity 
project. Part of the project involves a 
field inspection of all vineyards in a 
defined area to check for the presence 
of grape phylloxera with the intention of 
declaring the area free of phylloxera. 

The regions being inspected include 
areas around Geelong, Ballarat, Macedon 
Ranges, Sunbury, Kilmore, and the 
area west of Cobram to fill a gap in the 
Western Phylloxera Exclusion Zone. After 
two years of vineyard inspection, these 
regions will be added to the existing 
Western Phylloxera Exclusion Zone which 
includes the Sunraysia-Swan Hill areas.

During the survey period, inspections 
were coordinated by DPI Plant Standards 
Officer, Rafael Fabris, who trialled the use 
of the tablet computer iPad® to assist with 
directing the contracted field survey team 
around the vineyards to be surveyed.

Initial approximate vineyard 
locations were determined from 
information provided by regional 
associations and growers and 
plotted on Google Earth® in the 
office. The vineyard location 
information along with contact 
details for the vineyard managers 
were then transferred to an iPad®. 
Access to the internet in the field 
then enables programs such 
as Google Earth® to be used to 
confirm the location of vineyards. 

Whilst in the field, Mr Fabris moved 
ahead of the contractor checking 
vineyard locations or adding 
new ones based on information from local 
growers. He then emailed the confirmed 
vineyard address and GPS coordinates to the 
survey contractor who also had an iPad®. 

Being able to confirm the location of 
vineyards in the field against the survey 
plan and instantly relay this information 
to the survey contractor has greatly 
enhanced the coordination and efficiency 

of the vineyard survey process. The 
project has demonstrated some of 
the potential uses of tablet computer 
technology and there are many more 
applications that can be used in the 
field with direct access to the internet.

This article was written by John 
Whiting, a Senior Horticulture 
Biosecurity Officer with DPI Victoria.

Tablet computer technology proves a vine idea

Rafael Fabris checking vineyard locations on 
the iPad®.
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Science review released on 
Murray-Darling Plan Guide
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■ How best to deliver flows that could 
meet the state’s environmental water 
requirements.

■ The socio-economic impacts for 
South Australia of the three proposed 
scenarios.

The review found that the socio-economic 
impacts for the major water users in 
South Australia would be similar under all 
three guide scenarios.

“As a worst case, if reductions were borne 
solely by irrigators, the economic costs 
could be between 4% and 6% of average 
annual production value, or between 
$27.1 million and $43.9 million,” Mr Caica 
said.

“However these impacts would be 
reduced through water purchase and 
investment in more efficient water 
infrastructure – both of which would 
potentially generate new economic 
activity in the region.”

Mr Caica said a significant amount of 
water has been purchased from South 
Australian irrigators as part of the 
Commonwealth’s buyback program, 
which will reduce impacts of any future 
scenarios.

“South Australia is also undertaking 
critical work to improve environmental 
river management under the Riverine 
Recovery Project, which will improve 
ecological outcomes for floodplains and 
wetlands and deliver environmental water 
savings to the Commonwealth,” he said.

The review also indicated the costs of 
mitigation measures associated with 
prolonged low flows and drought were 
estimated to be $790 million between 
2002 and 2009. Under the guide 
scenarios similar mitigation costs may be 
avoided in the future.

The Goyder review report will be 
provided to the MDBA to help inform the 
development of the Basin Plan and help 
ensure a clear scientific evidence base 
for the Basin Plan. It will also be used by 
the State Government in formulating its 
response to the proposed Basin Plan.

The Goyder Institute is a partnership 
between the State Government, the South 
Australian universities and CSIRO. The 
work for this project was undertaken 
by CSIRO in cooperation with the SA 
Government.

The report is available at http://
goyderinstitute.org/

Minister for the River Murray Paul Caica 
has welcomed the findings of a high-level 
science review into the Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority (MDBA) Guide to the 
proposed Basin Plan.

The review by the Goyder Institute for 
Water Research, examined the implications 
of three environmental water recovery 
scenarios of 3,000 gigalitres, 3,500GL and 
4,000GL proposed by the MDBA.

“The review found there are environmental, 
social and economic benefits for South 
Australia under the guide’s three proposed 
scenarios,” Mr Caica said.

“Key environmental assets would benefit 
from increased flows under all three 
scenarios most of the time, and South 
Australians may avoid the costs and 
impacts of extreme low water levels, such 
as those experienced over the past decade.

“Water recovery scenarios of 3,500GL 
and 4,000GL however, are most likely to 
achieve the desirable objectives for two 
key environmental assets in the basin, 
the Riverland-Chowilla floodplain and the 
Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth.

“Below 3,500GL the achievement of those 
objectives becomes more problematic.

“All scenarios could support a permanent 
fresh water future for the Lower Lakes, 
improve the health of the Coorong and 
keep the Murray Mouth open more often 
than it currently is. However, to achieve 
this outcome, environmental water would 
need to be delivered to this site in low flow 
years.”

Mr Caica said how and when water is 
delivered is critical. 

“The science review highlights that there 
are existing physical and operational 
constraints which at times prevent the 
delivery of environmental water at the 
required frequency, timing and duration 
for these key environmental assets. Some 
of these constraints could be overcome 
through changes to river operations and 
investment in infrastructure, works and 
measures,” he said.

The review used the MDBA’s modelling 
over 114 years, including the recent 
drought, and assessed: 
■ Whether the environmental water 

required to meet specified environmental 
objectives could be delivered under the 
three guide scenarios.

■ Whether water quality and salinity 
targets set by South Australia and 
the MDBA could be met under these 
scenarios.



The Department of Primary Industries 
(DPI) maintains and distributes a 
regular analysis of HIN website 
statistics. The statistics provide HIN 
members with information about 
the traffic directed to and from their 
website and assists them ascertain 
what additional information they 
should be uploading to the site based 
on the number of enquiries.

Ms McTaggart said analysis had 
shown table grape growers have 
found the HIN website particularly 
useful. Of all the HIN members, the 
ATGA is by far the most prolific at 
feeding users directly into the HIN 
website via a link from their own page 
www.australiangrapes.com.au.

While fruit appears to be the most 
commonly searched word on the HIN 
website, closer inspection shows 
grape and grapes feature individually, 
and their combined value is by far the 
most commonly searched word.

Ms McTaggart said grape growers 
were hungry for information, and 
this past season key events such as 
preparation for the export of table 
grapes to China, and flooding and 
inundation earlier this year, provided 
plenty of reasons to search the web.

The DPI’s monthly tracking of the 
most frequently searched topics assist 

The Horticulture Industry Network 
(HIN) website www.hin.com.au has 
been in operation for a year helping 
HIN members and the general public 
to find relevant horticultural resources.

Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) Communications Manager 
Allison McTaggart said the ATGA had 
benefited by the resource and skill 
sharing among HIN members. HIN 
members have participated in several 
professional development activities 
including applications of social media, 
corporate governance, media writing 
and brochure design.

“The comprehensive on-line library or 
resource catalogue is a useful tool for 
finding out industry related technical 
information and has been used by 
many table grape growers,” she said.

“Searching for information is as easy 
as entering in the topic and hitting 
the search button. The search can 
be narrowed by selecting the crop, 
publication date (if known), and 
preferred type of information resource 
such as a manual, report or audio 
visual production.

“Furthermore, the online library is 
assessable 24 hours a day, so growers 
and industry members can access 
information at a time convenient to 
them.”

DPI and the peak industry bodies in 

understanding the primary information 

needs of the various industries. 

Individual pages relevant to Australian 

Table Grape Association and Dried 

Fruits Australia can be accessed by 

going to www.HIN.com.au/atga and 

www.HIN.com.au/DFA respectively.

A new feature of the websites is the 

Horticulture Service Provider Network 

which links horticulture service 

providers across Victoria. This is a 

useful directory allowing potential 

clients to search by location, skills, 

affiliations or specialisations.

The network is free to join and is open 

to all horticulture service providers 

including:

■ Input supplier representatives

■ Consulting agronomists

■ Agribusiness professionals

■ The finance sector

■ The education sector.

For more information on DPI’s 

Horticulture Networks contact Kieran 

Murphy on (03) 9296 4658 or Email: 

manager@hin.com.au.
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HIN website a hit with growers

water scarcity and pest and disease 
pressure.

While horticulture is not an 
emissions-intensive industry, 
indirectly it will be affected by the 
anticipated increase in the price of 
fuel and electricity and other inputs 
manufactured by processes that 
use fossil fuels such as chemicals 
and fertiliser. These costs represent 
about 17% of total costs for a typical 
horticulture enterprise in the Murray 
or Goulburn Valley regions of Victoria.

In his first review into Climate Change 
in 2008, Professor Ross Garnaut 
predicted that by mid-century, 
without effective global mitigation, 
there would be a major decline in 
agricultural production across much 
of the country. Irrigated agriculture 
in the Murray-Darling Basin would be 
likely to lose half of its annual output. 
Professor Garnaut’s second review 
supported this statement, suggesting 

Horticulture farm incomes are 
expected to fall as a direct result 
of the increased costs on fossil 
fuel inputs when a carbon tax is 
introduced.

That’s according to recent research 
by the Rural Industries Research and 
Development Corporation (RIRDC) that 
notes citrus will have the biggest fall 
in farm income at about 4% followed 
by grapes at 3%. Consequently 
horticulture production is predicted to 
decrease by up to 1% by 2020.

And while the impact may seem 
small, the authors report that the 
effect will range from -0.31% on 
temperate fruit and -1.54% on grapes 
down to -1.99% on citrus. 

Unfortunately, the buck does not stop 
falling there. Production costs will 
also increase as growers develop 
systems to adapt to and mitigate 
the biophysical effects of climate 
change which include increased heat, 

that such events would lead to 
changes in the capacity to export 
food and a growing reliance on food 
imports. 

In addition, consumers will feel the 
impact of climate change actions, 
such as a carbon tax, through 
increases in fruit and vegetable 
prices, which may reduce demand 
and put further pressure on 
production.

Meanwhile, overseas markets such 
as Japan and Europe are expected 
to legislate for product labelling to 
include a carbon footprint calculation 
on produce on supermarket shelves. 
Obviously this will be another added 
cost to growers.

Source: Climate ready – horticulture, 
a newsletter from Department of 
Primary Industries, Victoria.

Horticulture growers will feel the pinch with climate change 
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Sunbeam has assisted its growers by 
making earlier payments in April, May 
and June and the All Australian 18 
quality competition cut off date has been 
extended to allow for deliveries up to the 
end of June. 

Growers should manage the 2012 growing 
season with the same sense of optimism 
that prevailed late in 2010. 

Sunbeam has guaranteed that the prices 
to contracted growers in 2012 will be at 
least equal to the high prices offered in 
2011. Prices for top grades will again be 
at least $2,000 per tonne. Additionally the 
underwritten prices in Sunbeam’s supply 
contracts also reflect the positive outlook 
for the longer term.

Tree fruit 
In a similar fashion the 2011 dried tree 
fruit season has also been one of missed 
opportunity and the harvest tonnage will 
be about the same as in 2010.

The 2012 growing season has started well 
with the cold nights starting to build useful 
chill units that should influence good 
fruiting. There is plenty of water flowing 
along the Murray Valley and demand for 
dried tree fruit remains strong. Growers 
considering expanding their orchards 
should speak with Colin Farey or Steve 
Barty. 

The two men can assist with mapping 
out the implications of planting more 
trees by using the computer modelling 
package built specifically for dried apricots 
by horticultural software expert Steve 
Chaffey. The model is very interactive and 
will certainly assist growers planning to 
redevelop or expand their orchards. 

Mr Farey and Mr Barty can also offer 
support on which of the new apricot 
varieties would suit individual growers 
and where the planting material can be 
sourced. Finally they will be happy to 
discuss Angas Park’s long term supply 
contracts that offer base prices which add 
further security.

Dried grapes
The 2011 dried grape growing and harvest 
period was extraordinary with growers 
and processors being exceptionally tested. 
Sunbeam will have its lowest intake of 
generally low quality fruit, and growers 
have endured low yields and high costs 
generating lower returns. 

Virtually no light grade fruit was purchased 
and the industry intake will be about 
7,000 tonnes. Despite this some growers 
have delivered fruit that is in many cases 
remarkably sound, given what it endured 
and have averaged prices around $1,600 
to $1,700 per tonne. 

Sunbeam is committed to purchasing, 
processing and marketing high quality 
Australian dried fruit. This will be 
challenging this year given low volumes 
are impacting on manufacturing 
efficiencies and the processing costs are 
higher to ensure the fruit packed into the 
Sunbeam branded products meets our 
high standards.

It is a year of unfulfilled potential as the 
drought had broken and prices were high 
(at levels of $2,000 per tonne). 

Despite this year’s lower quality the 
demand for Australian dried fruit remains 
strong, even to the extent that our export 
customers insist that we supply at least 
a small amount of the best fruit we have 
available this year. But we need top quality 
dried fruit to sustain market premiums and 
grower prices. 

The outlook for 2012 and beyond is bright. 
Global demand is strong and supply is 
balanced. Sultana and Sunmuscat prices 
remain firm, but we may see some 
softening as the northern hemisphere 
crops come in. Currants are strong due 
to demand and the Dried Fruits Australia/
Sunbeam anti-dumping measures 
are doing the job. The smaller crop of 
raisins will allow supply to come back 
into balance as these are nearly all sold 
domestically now.

Prunes 

Unfortunately the estimation that our 
2011 prune crop would be less that 3,000 
tonnes has proven to be well off the mark 
as the resultant crop is less than 2,000 
tonnes. All of this a long way from the 
November forecast of 5,000 tonnes. Our 
supply to customers is secure given that 
there was a large carry forward from the 
big 2010 crop.

Global markets for prunes still remain 
depressed and this is magnified by 
Australia’s strong currency. The latest crop 
forecast from the United States puts their 
2011 crop at 122,000 tonnes which is 4% 
down on the 2010 crop. 

As the largest producer of prunes in the 
world California is instrumental in setting 
world prices. They will have a healthy 
carry-in and if things go to plan the 
present level of pricing is not expected 
to change a great deal, especially given 
that Chile has produced a crop that is also 
around its 2010 levels.

Although the markets are tough, the 
weather looks more accommodating, 
perhaps giving a more benevolent growing 
season. 

Sunbeam and Angas Park Dried Fruit 
Contacts:

Chris Ellis, General Manager Fruit 
Supply: (03) 5051 4403    
or 0419 896 970

David Swain, Supply and Receivals 
Manager: (03) 5051 4402    
or 0407 834 044

Colin Farey, South Australia Fruit 
Supply: 0417 875 149

Alan Lister, Field Officer:   
0409 437 801

Gary Simpson: Field Officer:   
0429 960 234

Steve Barty, Field Officer South 
Australia: 0417 838 908

Unfulfilled potential

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

Sunbeam growers scoop Quality Awards pool 
Sunbeam growers have 
scooped the Dried Fruit Quality 
Awards pool at the Mildura 
Horticultural Field Days. 

Congratulations to the TAFE 
farm (Jenny Grigg accepting), 
David Farnsworth and Tony 
Palamara for their quality 
Sunmuscats, raisins and 
sultanas respectively. The 
winners were presented 

a plaque by Mildura Rural 
City Council Deputy Mayor 
Sue Nichols and Field Days 
Chairman Warren Lloyd. 

Hearty congratulations also 
to absentee currant winner, 
Bruce Wharton, another 
Sunbeam supplier who flew 
the flag strongly for the 
Western Australian growers.
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City Council through its Events and 
Festivals Program.

Mildura Rural City Council Deputy Mayor, 
Sue Nichols presented the awards for the 
best site winners and the best fruits of the 
season.

It has been a disastrous season for the 
majority of dried grape growers and as 
a result the committee discussed the 
possibility of suspending the awards for 
fruit quality this year. They decided that 

Over 5,000 people braved the cold 
and showery conditions to visit the 
60th anniversary of the Mildura 
Horticultural Field Days.

However unlike last year, when the 
site was muddy and had sheets of 
water covering it, this year grass 
clipping mulch covered the ground 
and made it pleasant to walk 
around on.

The event was advertised as an 
opportunity to view the latest technology 
and information, hear from advisory 
services and a good excuse to get off the 
block and catch up with fellow growers, 
and it was exactly that.

After years of drought and floods earlier 
this year, Sunraysia is suffering. But this 
did not deter more than 100 companies 
supporting the event and 
exhibiting at the field days. 
And they were rewarded, 
with all exhibitors surveyed 
reporting good enquiries 
about the products on 
display.

A new initiative this year 
was to allow the local 
machinery dealers to show 
broadacre equipment. 
Feedback from patrons and 
dealers suggest this was 
a positive move and the 
committee looks forward to 
their inclusion in future field 
days.

The committee wishes to 
acknowledge the financial 
support of the Mildura Rural 

even though the fruit didn’t meet 
the light colour classification – 
considered the industry’s premium – 
it was fitting to reward those growers 
with the best fruit.

The winners of the Dried Grape 
Quality awards were:

■ Best Sultanas: A&R Tony & Lina 
Palamara

■ Best Sunmuscats: Sunraysia Institute 
of TAFE – (Farm manager: Kevin 
Sharman)

■ Best Currants: Apricot Acres Farm (WA) 
Bruce & Jenny Wharton

■ Best Raisins: M & DW David 
Farnsworth

■  Best overall fruit of the season: M & 
DW Farnsworth

Winners of the site awards 
were:

■  Large Machinery: GBC  
    Motors

■  Small Machinery:    
    Jaydee Ground Care

■  Large Commercial:  
    Landmark Operations -  
    Mildura

■  Small Commercial:       
    Sunraysia Marine

■  Advisory Services: Work  
    Health
The committee is in 
debriefing and discussions 
about planning next year’s 
event which will be held on 
Tuesday 29 and Wednesday 
30 May, 2012.

Patrons and suppliers support 
horticultural field days

Mildura Rural City Council Deputy Mayor Sue Nichols and Field Days 
Committee Chair Warren Lloyd (right) present David Farnsworth with 
the award for Best overall fruit of the season.
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returns and on-farm productivity is 
required if investment funds are to be 
attracted to the dried grape industry.

The MDB Plan
The Murray-Darling Basin (MDB) Plan 
continues to be seen as one of the major 
issues confronting industries reliant 
on the Murray-Darling river system for 
irrigation water supplies.

The latest information suggests that the 
proposed Basin Plan may be released 
in late June 2011, or more likely in July 
2011. The strong response to the release 
of the Guide to the Murray-Darling Basin 
Plan was significant in influencing the 
political environment.

The Ministerial Council (MDB MinCo) 
recently agreed to request the MDB 
Authority to consider aligning the 
commencement dates in all states to 
2019; it also reaffirmed that the Basin 
Plan would be completed by early 2012.

New varieties
The Unique Dried Grape Varieties 
Steering Committee (CSIRO) has 
approved the commercial release of new 
sultana and currant types to be known 
as Sunglo and Black Gem.

Dried Fruits Australia will be the licensed 
commercialiser for these two varieties 
– with the licence agreement currently 
being finalised between CSIRO and 
Dried Fruits Australia. As soon as the 
agreement is finalised, Dried Fruits 
Australia will invite growers to submit 
orders and deposits.

Growers will be required to enter into 
a Registered Grower Agreement with 
Dried Fruits Australia that identifies 
their responsibilities as a grower of 
these controlled varieties. The license 
agreement is a complex document 
covering our obligations in the 
commercialisation process (agreements, 
compliance, database maintenance, 
development plan for new varieties, 
management of income from vine sales 
and royalties), intellectual property, 
promotion of new varieties, royalties, 
performance obligations etc. Licensed 
nurseries will have a role in propagating 
vines with the material grown by 
VAMVVIA. Dried Fruits Australia staff will 
manage the program, orders, allocation 
and distribution. 

Policies and procedures for ordering, 
allocations etc are being developed in 
consultation with CSIRO and the Steering 
Committee.

Précis of Board report to AGM 2011
The 2010/11 season has been a disaster 
due to the reduced crop size and poor 
fruit quality resulting in significantly 
reduced returns to growers. The 2011 
crop is expected to be around 7,000 
tonnes, 40% down on 2010.

Regular rain events occurred throughout 
the season. From October to December 
2010, there were 25 days of rain with 
330 millimetres recorded and by late 
March, more than 440mm had fallen, 
with seven rain events being over 20mm. 
Rain on one day in early February saw 
155mm fall in Mildura, followed by 
32.4mm the next day, however some 
falls were higher than 300mm in some 
locations.

Crop damage was caused by flooding, 
inundation, rainfall and humidity – 
exacerbated by significant splitting of 
sultanas, requiring vines to be summer 
pruned with low maturities to minimise 
mould development but at the cost 
of significant yield. Diseases included 
powdery mildew, with climatic conditions 
also conducive for downy mildew 
infection, botrytis and bunch rots.

Growers incurred significantly higher 
disease control costs – a situation 
compounded by the shortage of 
chemicals and restricted access into 
properties due to flooding of vineyards.

Email warnings to members were 
regularly distributed by Dried Fruits 
Australia Industry Development Officer 
(IDO), John Hawtin, beginning in mid-
October and included advice after the 
February rainfall. 

There was an adverse impact on fruit 
quality. Small volumes of light fruit were 
delivered – consequently, average prices 
paid were low, with penalties applied for 
mould and other defects. Cool weather 
also resulted in extended drying times 
and higher dehydrations costs.

Sultanas split badly and developed 
mould, botrytis and bunch rots rapidly 
over 24-36 hours once humid conditions 
developed. Sunmuscat performed better 
than Sultana, but still developed some 
botrytis due to extreme humidity. Some 
rarely seen splitting was observed in 
Carina currants.

The two new varieties faired better than 
traditional varieties. Sunglo performed 
exceptionally well considering the 
extreme wet weather, did not split in the 
wet and humid conditions in February, 
however incurred some botrytis damage 
in April. It delivered better returns than 
sultanas. Black Gem also performed 

well with no disease problems being 
observed despite the conditions.

The continuing reduction in crop size 
will cause serious concern to the three 
significant processors that continue to 
operate – Sunbeam Foods, Australian 
Premium Dried Fruits and Clyne Foods. It 
will also impact on levy income for R&D 
and Marketing projects.

Assistance measures
The poor season has placed many dried 
grape growers in financial difficulty. 

The Board report outlined Federal and 
State disaster assistance that was 
provided for those affected by flooding 
and inundation. The report noted that 
the Victorian Government assistance 
package released on 21 March, 2011 
worth a total of $11.956 million did 
not provide any direct assistance to 
growers impacted by adverse weather 
events – even though it was argued 
that assistance should be provided for 
“maintenance of plant health”.

A joint horticulture industry proposal 
prepared on behalf of the dried grape, 
wine grape, almond and table grape 
industries was submitted to the Victorian 
Water Minister seeking direct assistance 
for irrigators in the form of a water 
rate rebate. No response has yet been 
received. 

Re-building the Australian dried 
grape industry
The Dried Fruits Australia Board is 
developing a plan that will focus on 
ways to rebuild the Australian production 
base. Investment in new plantings by 
existing growers and new entrants into 
the industry is seen as being essential to 
the creation of a sound future base for 
the industry.

Strategies are needed that will ensure 
survival of existing growers while 
attracting new entrants whether they 
come from other areas of horticulture 
or agriculture, or are new investors 
altogether.

Another strategy involves giving 
growers/investors confidence to invest 
by providing them with clear messages 
about future price expectations and 
market conditions.

Low farm gate returns over the decade, 
influenced by low prices, increasing 
costs and low water allocations has 
seen investment in on-farm production 
capacity fall off.

A continuing improvement in grower 

Board News
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From 
its 

early days 
as the old 

Gadget Days, 
the Mildura 

Horticultural 
Field Days have had a strong focus on 
innovation and grower ingenuity. This 
year, as part of the 60th anniversary 
of the field days, Dried Fruits Australia 
showcased this resourcefulness and 
inventiveness with a photographic 
history that spanned the beginning of 
the old Gadget Days in 1952 through to 
about 1974.

The black and white photographs 
were taken by the late Ted Lawton, a 
scientific photographer at CSIRO. He 
took the photographs for the Mildura 
Branch of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association, who started and ran 
the Gadget Days, now known as the 
Mildura Horticultural Field Days.

Many of the unique gadgets shown 
by blockies at the Gadget Days were 
commercialised by engineers and have 
become the specialised vine equipment 
and dried grape machinery that we 
accept as normal pieces of equipment.

Implements such as the undervine 
weeder, rack shakers, rack shakers 
with trays, sweat box stackers, 
boxing machines, dehydrators, and 
in later years wetting machines and 
dried grape harvesters all began 
with a grower looking for a solution 
to a problem, and then sharing that 
knowledge with his colleagues at the 
Gadget Days.

This responsiveness was evident in the 
history. In 1956 the first rack shaker 
was shown – it was the reaction to a 

wet year where it would have been 
difficult to shake fruit off by hand. 
Similarly in 1973, another wet year 
when growers summer pruned and 
knocked the fruit off vines with hand 
beaters, a number of riddles appeared 
at the Gadget days to remove trash 
from fruit. The earliest of the harvest 
aids were on display that same year.

Early harvesting equipment and the 
tractor-mounted dried grape harvesters 
were developed and shown from 1974 
through to 1979.

The slide show was a hit with retired 
blockies who stood and reminisced 
about some of the gadgets and the old 
Gadget Days. Younger growers watched 
and wondered what some of the 
gadgets were, but many acknowledged 
that these early attempts at 
mechanisation changed the industry 
and made it what it is today. 

Dried grape growers have always been 
innovative and they will continue to 
invent new equipment to meet their 
needs and make difficult jobs easier 
and mechanise tasks to reduce or 
eliminate expensive hand labour.

Further photographs are being scanned 
and added to the slide show. When 
complete, the refined version will be 
available to members for sale.

Upgrade of database
Dried Fruits Australia is updating and 
expanding its member database. In 
addition to contact details which will 
enable improved communication 
through electronic messages and 
emails, the database has the capacity 
to analyse production statistics and 
formulate an industry profile.

Industry Development Officer John 
Hawtin will be visiting members in 
coming months to update the database 

with information such as the varieties 
grown, area planted, age of vines, 
rootstocks and the trellis and irrigation 
systems in place.

The information collected will be kept 
confidential and is aimed at developing 
an industry snapshot in terms of the 
acreage planted and varieties grown.

Clear out old chemical drums
Old chemical containers can be 
recycled through DrumMUSTER depots.

The cost of managing the return of 
used drums has been included in the 
purchase price of the chemical, so 
there is no charge for dropping the 
used containers at the depot.

Used drums must be washed and free 
of all chemical residues, with  the 
cap removed before depositing at the 
recycling depot. 

It is no longer necessary to puncture 
plastic containers, but metal drums 
should be punctured from the top 
through the bottom.

The DrumMUSTER program is a good 
excuse to clear empty containers from 
around the farm without adding to 
landfill. The plastic is processed and 
recycled into a number uses such as 
plastic pipes, bollards, garden stakes 
and supports for reinforcing mesh in 
concrete.

The DrumMUSTER depot in Sunraysia 
is located at the landfill facility run by 
the Mildura Rural City Council.

For more information about 
DrumMUSTER and where to find 
collection points visit the website at 
www.drummuster.com.au

Drying for profit activities

Field days showcase 60 years of 
innovation

Three iconic gadget builders – RPJ (Jack) Grant, Mac Hudson and Ivan Shaw. Their inventions had a large impact on dried 
grape growing in their time.
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Produce Executive Program proves 
positive for industry participants

Horticulture Australia (HAL) update

HAL Industry  
Services Manager,  
Rowena Norris

and provides opportunities for delegates 
to share situations or challenges currently 
faced in their core business, for which 
they would like to gain input from others 
in a professionally moderated workshop 
environment. 

Highly skilled, professional and 
guest speakers, industry experts and 
workshop moderators were engaged 
to facilitate each of the sessions, 
including:
■ Dr John Morris, Founder and Co-Director 

of the Produce Executive Program
■ Dr Melinda Muth, Co-Director of the 

Produce Executive Program
■ Professor David Hughes, Associate 

Director of the Produce Executive 
Program

■ Mr Michael O’Keeffe, Associate Director 
of the Produce Executive Program; 
Principle O’Keeffe and Associates

■ Mr Martin Kneebone, Director, Freshlogic
■ Ms Lisa Smith, Minds at Work
■ Mr Michael Simonetta, Chief Executive 

Officer, Perfection Fresh Australia
■ Mr David Smith, Managing Director, 

Freshmax
■ Mr Pat McEntee, General Manager – 

Fresh Foods, Woolworths Limited
■ Mr Greg Davis, General Manager – Fresh 

Foods, Coles Supermarkets
■ Mr David Harris, Managing Director, 

Harris Farm Markets.

Program content was divided into four 
key learning areas, which included the 
following sessions:

Forty-five participants from Australia 
and New Zealand helped celebrate the 
10th year of the program. Experience 
came in all shapes and sizes to include 
primary producers, government agencies, 
R&D providers, seed merchandisers, 
wholesale representatives and owners, 
retail category managers, transport owner/
operators, export marketing managers, 
and agronomists.

With such a diverse range of experience 
in attendance, the program provided an 
excellent opportunity to hear from ‘the 
other side of the fence’ and gain insight 
into the challenges faced by other aspects 
of the supply chain. 

The course offers participants a unique 
blend of professional development, 
skill enhancement, industry forum and 
practical learning experience. Interactive 
case studies involving senior produce 
executives from Coles and Woolworths 
were conducted, and the merits of 
alternative marketing channels between 
the grower and the consumer were 
explored. 

In all, the program is well designed to 
facilitate the integration of course content 
into an individual participant’s business 

The Institute of 
Food and Grocery 
Management 
welcomed leaders 
from across the 
horticultural 
supply chain to 
participate in the 
2011 Produce 
Executive Program 
at Mount Eliza 
Training Centre, 
Mornington 
Peninsula in May.

I was lucky enough to participate in the 
2011 program and recommend it to 
anyone who has recently completed a 
Leadership or Development Program, 
is looking to learn more about various 
aspects of the food supply chain, or 
seeking to expand their networks within 
the broader horticultural community. 

Not only does the institute provide a series 
of industry executive education programs, 
it gives participants the opportunity to 
engage with industry scholars and experts 
whom individuals may not otherwise have 
access to. The programs are delivered 
with the support of Streamwise Learning 
and include the annual Food and Grocery, 
Produce and Meat Executive Programs 
founded and still Co-Directed by Dr John 
Morris.

The Produce Executive Program is for 
emerging leaders in the Australian and 
New Zealand produce industry and is 
currently sponsored by Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) and supported by PMA 
(Produce Marketing Association) Australia 
and New Zealand. 

Participants in the 2011 Produce Executive Program.

“The Produce Executive 
Program is for emerging 
leaders in the Australian 

and New Zealand produce 
industry.” 



Mastering market realities
■ Trends, customers and markets – 

Content included a review of the key 
demographic, economic, lifestyle, 
shopping pattern and dietary factors 
which are driving the market for 
produce; how these are changing and 
how produce retailers, distributors, 
suppliers and growers will need to 
respond.

■ New frontiers in produce markets – 
Discussion of current knowledge of 
today’s Australasian produce consumer, 
their emerging product and service 
expectations, their response to new 
marketing initiatives, utilisation of new 
product sources and the role of new 
enabling technologies. 

■ Future directions in produce – Analysis 
of evolving products and processes 
with particular reference to health and 
wellbeing.

■ Succeeding in the 21st century 
marketplace – As a recognised leader 
in servicing export markets, Professor 
Hughes discussed upcoming export 
challenges and the evolving role 
of imports in the domestic market 
environment.

Tools and skills
■ Current concerns roundtable – This 

was an interactive session held at 
the commencement of the program 
in order to help identify key issues of 
concern to participants in their current 
positions, which we then went back and 
revisited later in the program via group 
presentations and discussions.

■ Management and motivation – In order 
to be successful in leading people and 
change, you need to identify issues 
in hiring, motivating and retaining 
productive employees. Participants 
were provided a framework to help 
interpret and understand their individual 
management style and their core 

motivating factors, and how these can 
influence managerial effectiveness.

■ Problem solving and innovation – 
Participants were provided practical 
tools to help solve daily management 
problems and longer-term strategic 
issues and a framework for generating 
and evaluating innovation.

■ Business design innovation – This 
session was to anaylse different 
approaches to the structure of fresh 
produce business. The discussion 
focused on how a sustainable point of 
difference can be developed through 
a specific combination of the produce/
service offering, skills and capabilities 
and the firm’s business design. The 
efficiency and effectiveness of value 
delivery, utilisation of information, 
management of relationships, 
responsiveness of change, where 
and how innovation takes place and 
scalability of the business model were 
also explored.

Produce business best practice
■ Brand marketing in produce – 

Discussion surrounded the concept 
of ‘branded’ fruit and vegetables and 
the utilisation of trademarks to protect 
exclusive breeders and marketing rights.

■ Participants were grouped according 
to areas of expertise to work on a ‘real 
life’ marketing scenario of tree ripened 
nectarines. The group project sessions 
were led by Mr Kneebone of Freshlogic, 
who took each of the groups through 
the various areas for consideration 
in order to successfully launch and 
position a new fresh produce item via 
various retail outlets in the current 
produce environment. This session was 
particularly challenging for all groups, 
who shared many differences in opinion 
as to how fresh produce can be branded 
in order to attract premium value from 
consumers.

■ Emerging issues forum – Professor 
Hughes reflected on emerging issues 
facing the global produce industry, 
including green, carbon, environmental 
and other social and economic concerns 
with one of the world’s leading experts 
in the field.

■ Participant issues workshop – Dr Muth 
and Ms Smith.

Insights and opportunities
■ Woolworths field trip and case study
■ Coles case study 
■ Servicing through alternative channels 

(independent grocers) – Mr Kneebone
■ The perspective of an independent 

grocer – Mr Harris.

The six day program is expected to be 
held in June 2012. Individuals interested 
in attending this course in the future, 
should log onto the Institute of Food and 
Grocery Management website for further 
notifications. 

The time spent attending the course in 
Mornington was extremely beneficial, 
and I would strongly encourage any 
individual who is looking to gain a better 
understanding of the fresh produce supply 
chain to attend this course or something 
similar in future.

“The program provided 
an excellent opportunity 
to hear from ‘the other 
side of the fence’ and 
gain insight into the 

challenges faced by other 
aspects of the supply 

chain.”

Industry will 
notice a new 
face in the 
Horticulture 
Australia 
(HAL) Mildura 
office. In mid 
April, Corey 
Fitzpatrick 
commenced 
the role of 
Industry 

Services Manager for the almond, citrus,
summerfruit, olive and pistachio  
industries.

Born and raised in Mildura, Mr 

Fitzpatrick left the district in 1991 to 
pursue management opportunities within 
the finance industry in Regional Victoria 
and New South Wales but returned in 
2005 to take up a Senior Agribusiness 
Relationship role with the ANZ Bank. 

In addition to his financial qualifications, Mr 
Fitzpatrick holds an Executive Certificate 
of Agribusiness from Marcus Oldham 
College and he recently completed a 
Diploma in Rural Business Management.

HAL believes Mr Fitzpatrick’s extensive 
experience within the finance industry, 
and more recently within agribusiness 
will hold him in good stead in helping 

develop the industry strategies 
and project investments 
required to move forward. 

Over the next few months Mr 
Fitzpatrick will familiarise himself 
with the industries within his 
portfolio and the HAL systems and 
project management processes. 

Mr Fitzpatrick believes his experience 
in grower and customer relationship 
building will assist him in his 
new role at HAL and he is looking 
forward to meeting with the vast 
number of stakeholders associated 
with each of his industries. 

New face for HAL Murray Valley team
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Alliance seeks water rebate 
Recognising the hardship of the last few 
years, and this last season in particular, 
the Murray Valley Horticultural Alliance 
has written to Victorian Minister for 
Water Peter Walsh asking for disaster 
assistance for its member industries.

In recent years, the Victorian Government 
provided assistance to irrigators in the 
form of a water rate rebate to ease the 
cash flow difficulties being experienced 
as a result of prolonged drought.

Given the disastrous nature of the 
2010/11 season due to adverse weather 
conditions experienced by the viticulture 
industries and other horticultural 
industries such as almonds, the alliance 
proposed similar assistance should be 
made available again this year.

Previously, the water rate rebate 
assistance involved the government 
paying up to the first $1,000 of water 
bills for all irrigators and stock and 
domestic farmers who had received less 
than a certain per cent of their water 
entitlements by a set date. Irrigators 
whose water bill was more than $1,000 
received additional assistance. Further, 
the rebate was deducted from farmer’s 
water bills by local water authorities 
and was not available for publicly listed 
companies.

The alliance, consisting of the Australian 
Table Grape Association, Dried Fruits 
Australia, the Murray Valley Winegrowers 

and the Almond Board of Australia, 
claim that while growers are currently 
not facing drought conditions, they are 
probably facing an even bleaker outlook 
due to the adverse impacts of excessive 
rainfall, flooding and inundation, humidity 
and disease over extended periods during 
the 2010/11 season. 

The dried grape crop looks like being 
about 40% lower than the worst crop 
produced during the recent drought 
period. The wine grape industry has 
also been impacted with many growers 
having completely lost their crop or 
suffered severely reduced yields and 
widespread downgrading of their grapes. 
The almond and table grape industries 
have also been adversely impacted.

For dried grape growers the adverse 
impacts have included:
■ Downgrading of quality, with most fruit 

graded as brown fruit.
■ Lower average prices being received 

due to the lower fruit quality.
■ Significant price penalties imposed due 

to mould and other deductions.
■ Higher costs incurred for chemicals 

and disease control.
■ Higher dehydration costs incurred due 

to the nature of the season with regular 
rain and extended cool periods.

Further, the impacts of these extreme 

weather events and an unexpected 
increase in value of the Australian dollar 
has come when world prices for dried 
fruit are at record levels and indicate 
a strong long term future for growers. 
Unfortunately, the financial position of 
dried fruit growers has already been 
greatly impacted by the drought limiting 
their ability to continue in the industry 
and profit from the promising future 
ahead.

For table grape growers the impacts have 
included:
■ Berry softness leading to very short 

shelf life.
■ Inconsistent colouring of fruit, 

particularly Crimson Seedless, 
Australia’s main export variety.

■ Decreased demand by importers 
because of poor quality fruit resulting in 
a 50% decrease in exports worth $95 
million to the Victorian industry.

■ Increased supply on the domestic 
market as a result of decreased exports 
resulting in decreased prices.

Members of the alliance said the initiative 
taken in recent years by the Victorian 
Government was highly beneficial 
in providing essential financial and 
emotional relief for all affected irrigators. 
They urged the Minister to consider 
providing similar support in 2011 in the 
form of a water rate rebate.

Mixed rainfall odds for Australia 
The national outlook for winter (June 
to August) shows a moderate to strong 
shift in the odds favouring a drier than 
normal season over southwest Western 
Australia. Conversely, a wetter season is 
favoured over most of Queensland and 
northeastern New South Wales. 

The pattern of seasonal rainfall odds 
across Australia has been produced 
using recent Pacific and Indian Ocean 
temperature patterns. The outlook is a 

Oceans affect Australian rainfall. During 
the June to August period, history shows 
the effect to be moderately consistent 
through most tropical regions of Australia, 
and in parts of southwest Western 
Australia. Elsewhere the effect is only 
weakly or very weakly consistent. 

Seasonal Streamflow Forecasts are now 
available from the Bureau of Meteorology. 
The forecast sites include many 
important storages and irrigation areas in 
Victoria, NSW and ACT. 

La Niña conditions have eased in the 
tropical Pacific over recent weeks. 
Atmospheric and oceanic indicators of 
ENSO are rapidly approaching neutral 
values. Computer models surveyed 
by the Bureau suggest the current La 
Niña will continue to decay during the 
southern hemisphere winter, with neutral 
ENSO conditions likely to persist over the 
next three months. For routine updates 
and comprehensive discussion on any 
developments regarding El Niño and La 
Niña, please see the ENSO Wrap-Up.

Figure 1. Chance of exceeding the 
median rainfall June to August 
2011 (Source: Australian Bureau of 
Meteorology).

result of cool conditions in the central 
tropical Pacific Ocean, as well as warm 
conditions in the Indian Ocean.

The chances of receiving above median 
rainfall during the June to August period 
are between 20 and 40% over southwest 
Western Australia (Figure 1). Such odds 
mean that for every ten years with 
similar ocean patterns to those currently 
observed, about two to four winters would 
be expected to be wetter than average 
over this area, while about six to eight 
would be drier. 

In contrast, the chances of receiving 
above normal rainfall is between 60 
and 80% over most of Queensland and 
northeastern New South Wales. 

An expanded set of seasonal rainfall 
outlook maps and tables, including 
the probabilities of seasonal rainfall 
exceeding given totals (e.g. chance of 
receiving at least 200 mm), is available 
on the “Water and the Land” (WATL) part 
of the Bureau’s website. 

Outlook confidence is related to how 
consistently the Pacific and Indian 

Water outlook
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According to Sunraysia grape growers, 
the first wet summer since 1992 was 
“relentless”, with both the amount and 
frequency of rain causing problems.

This is one of many findings from a series 
of interviews recently conducted by Jenny 
Treeby, Pam Strange and Caroline Welsh 
of the Horticulture Services Branch of the 
Victorian Department of Primary Industries 
(DPI). 

This past season growers reported they 
had to “constantly fine-tune their plan of 
attack” based on: watching the weather 
closely; consulting weather websites every 
day and going back to records from the 
past 60 years. Others used more personal 
resources and picked Dad’s brain for 
anecdotal advice. 

It seems that growers benefited from pro-
actively chasing information and acting on 
it - even if it meant doing things differently 
or more often!

Based on weather forecasts, cheque books 
for chemicals were taken out of the drawer 
and chemicals bought – from as far away 
as Queensland. As one grower said “I knew 
it was going to be wet, but I didn’t expect it 
to be that wet”, another “expected a build 
up of botrytis spores after last season”, 
and thus growers were vigilant, calibrated 
their spraying units and sprayed early, 
particularly at budburst. 

Growers had to look for windows of 
opportunity and even sprayed when 
the Delta T (an important indicator for 
acceptable spraying conditions) was 
suboptimal. 

Checking for disease was critical as was 

the timing of sprays. Protectants had to 
go on just before the rain to avoid having 
unprotected growth. Afterwards, eradicants 
were often needed as well. A few growers 
had kept an eradicant in powder form in 
the shed for the last few years – just in 
case – and this year this became crucial, 
as access to chemicals became difficult. 

Careful spray application was integral to 
success. “Slowing the sprayer down and 
pushing the pressure up as well as using 
a 100 metre canopy row calculation (see 
www.crcv.com.au and follow the links to 
Viti-Notes and spray application)” were 
comments made repeatedly.

Some growers had their property set up so 
that low lying areas could be isolated and 
others started to use 4WD motorbikes to 
get their sprays on. Others mentioned that 
their soil surveys were invaluable, enabling 
them to determine which patches could be 
accessed first based on soil water holding 
capacity.

All growers commented on the importance 
of an open canopy – with dappled light – 
and spent more time this year trimming, 
leaf plucking and skirting these canopies. 
As one grower put it, “My bum was 
stuck to the tractor seat. I was constantly 
spraying and topping”!

Table grape growers experienced late 
maturity of most varieties, with colouring 
delayed and all at once, and sugar to 
acid ratios low. Some plucked leaves and 
thinned even harder to increase the light 
and spray penetration. Others reported 
trimming Red Globes harder than usual.

Dried fruit growers had similar experiences 
in regards to 
maturity – it was 
late and botrytis 
was experienced 
even after véraison 
or on the racks, 
which had never 
happened before. 
Growers, who 
experienced 
the wet years 
in the 1970s 
initiated a group 
that included 
researchers, and 
together they 
formulated actions 
and strategies 
for the industry. 
These included 
cutting early and 

fast (mechanically and/or manually) when 
fruit was splitting, even when maturity was 
suboptimal and spraying drying emulsion 
at higher rates initially as unripe fruit was 
harder to wet. 

What would these growers do differently 
next time? Apart from “I now know what 
the worst looks like and I will be ready 
for it next time”, and having a reserve of 
chemicals in the shed, most comments 
centred around getting better information 
about the chemicals and their rain fastness 
and spraying early for dormant spores in 
the vineyard (botrytis, powdery and downy 
mildew). As most growers irrigated a lot less 
last year many commented that they would 
“make up the fertiliser early in spring”.

Managing extreme weather events 
- a ‘wet’ summer

On a foggy day, Botrytis went rampant 
on the rack.

Figure 1. Summer rainfall at Bureau of Meteorology site number 
076031, Mildura airport.

■  ”Have the chemicals in the shed.”

■ “I now know what the worst 
case looks like and I’m prepared. 
This will never hit me again.”

■ “Soil survey was the best thing I 
ever did. I know the soil depths.” 

■ “Early sprays were critical - 
particularly at budburst.” 

■ “I erred in the first infection 
period and thought that the 10-
10-24 was borderline! I didn’t 
panic, but I should have.”

■ “I will make up the fertiliser 
early in spring.” 

■ “I think there is more powdery 
and downy on the canes now 
so I will make sure that spores 
are killed early next season.” 

Lessons learnt 
– comments 
from growers
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contact to enable the merchandiser to 
increase brand awareness across the 
season.

Vibrant A3 posters were developed to 
build top of mind awareness for grapes 
as a fun, healthy and easy snack.

Merchandisers were required to 
negotiate point-of-sale (POS) placement 
in a prominent location at, or near to, the 
grape display. 

Most (91%) of the stores in Phase 1 had 
displayed the grapes correctly with all 
colours together and 86% of stores had 
done the same in round 2. In general, 

the retailers 
were positive 
about the 
merchandisers 
with 29% of 
them still having 
the posters 
displayed in 
their stores from 
round 1. 

Australian 
Table Grape 
Association 
(ATGA) Chief 
Executive Jeff 
Scott said the 
program was 
successful with 
merchandisers 
reporting a 10% 
increase in the 
number of stores 
that had posters 
installed from 
the first visit to 
the second. 

The 
merchandisers 
achieved 16% 
more placement 
of POS at the 
Grape Display in 
February than 
in the first visit, 

The 2010/11 Australian table grape 
merchandising program tackles one 
of the main barriers to table grape 
purchase – poor presentation on retail 
shelves.

Consumer research in 2009 showed that 
of all fruit, table grapes call for the most 
special care in display to optimise their 
‘buy me’ appeal and get consumers to 
Munch-a-Bunch-a-Grapes.

To encourage improved table grape 
retail display and merchandising 278 
greengrocer stores in Sydney received 
two visits from merchandisers. By 
November 2010 all stores had received 
their first visit, with the second visit 
timed to occur before mid-February, 
2011.

The objectives of these visits were to:

■ Create a visual presence in-store via 
placement of merchandising materials.

■ Improve presentation of the table 
grapes as well as building a 
relationship with the relevant store 

Retail merchandising puts table grapes 
in front of consumers

with 7% more stores displaying the 
grapes in a more prominent position. 

Another aspect of the program was to 
educate greengrocers about how to 
display the grapes correctly and proper 
stock rotation. When merchandisers 
made their second visit all stores had 
rotated stock as per the brief compared 
with 93% in the first phase.

The merchandising campaign was just 
one aspect of a multi-faceted approach 
that included a high impact, exciting and 
aggressive public awareness campaign.

The focus of the campaign was to 
highlight the availability and quality of 
Australian table grapes and promote 
them as the perfect healthy snack 
alternative to junk food to have whilst on 
the go.

Public relations campaign
Kicking off phase one of the campaign, 
a media kit was developed using 
a media release to announce the 
season, new recipes and facts along 
with top quality lifestyle photography. 
A comprehensive outreach targeting 
specialist, regional and mainstream 
media took our messages nationwide. 
Growers were used to promote the 
season and quality of crops in regional 
areas. 

This was followed by a series of 
Grape Escape promotional giveaways 
co-ordinated with major community 
newspaper groups, the food website 
www.Taste.com.au and MX in Sydney, 
Melbourne and Brisbane, to offer a 
fantastic weekend away at a luxury 
resort. 

A second media kit was developed for 
the height of the season. It included 
a Newspoll media release showing 
Australia’s poor snacking habits along 
with fact sheets and new images of 
Table Grape Ambassador Geoff Huegill. 
Securing Geoff as the industry’s 
ambassador elevated the campaign 
on a mainstream level. He was quoted 
in the media release and undertook 
television, radio and magazine 
interviews across the country. 

Also in peak season, the ATGA was 
notified of three consignments of 
Chilean table grapes bound for 
Australia.

The threat of cheap Chilean table 
grape imports was managed by the 
ATGA issuing a media’s release urging 



success (Table 1) with widespread 

media coverage. An increased target of 

220 clips was blitzed with 371 stories 

generated (not including the Chilean 

grapes campaign), reaching a known 

audience of more than 42.5 million. 

Mr Scott said many more media outlets 

pursued PR about table grapes which 

indicates the industry is considered 

newsworthy during the peak of the 

season.

Media clips can be viewed on the 

Australian table grapes website     

www.australiangrapes.com.au. 

The future

Mr Scott said the ATGA Promotions 

Committee was very pleased with the 

activities and accomplishments this 

season. Members have already begun 

to analyse the various aspects of the 

campaign to determine what worked 

and what needs to be amended as 

they plan the strategies to build on the 

current success.

Australian consumers to support their 
local farmers and buy fresh Australian 
grapes.

The Chilean grapes campaign 
generated 56 media hits reaching an 
audience of more than 3 million across 
the country. As a result of the media 
coverage, Chile suspended the first 
shipment of grapes to Australia. 

Mr Scott said the ATGA welcomed 
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21, 22, 23 September 2011, Quality Hotel Mildura Grand

The 8th Australian Table Grape Conference is the industry’s key biennial 

conference. Themed ‘GrapeXpectations’ it focuses attention on the 

marketing and production challenges and opportunities that face table 

grape businesses in export and domestic consumer markets.

The conference provides an opportunity to meet and do business with table 

grape growers and associated agribusinesses from around Australia and listen 

to internationally recognised speakers. Delegates are invited to participate in a 

fun field day session and technical tour of table grape producers in the Sunraysia 

region. The final program and details of the tour are being developed.

Registration
Early Bird (before Friday 2nd September 2011) Registrations: $220.00 (GST exclusive)

Registration after 2nd September: $275.00 (GST exclusive)

Sponsorship opportunities
The ATGA invites your organisation to consider increased 

visibility and brand identification at the 8th Australian Table Grape 

Conference through a range of sponsorship opportunities.

The content of each package and the benefits for the sponsors 

can be found in the conference sponsorship document located 

on the ATGA website www.australiangrapes.com.au. Should you 

consider becoming one of our sponsors please contact:

Jeff Scott 

CEO Australian Table Grape Association Inc.

Mob. 0417 122 086 Tel. (03) 5021 5718 

Email atga@ncable.com.au

xgrapexpectations

8th Australian Table Grape Conference

Western Australia into the campaign this 
year. “This allowed for a truly national 
PR coverage and a consistent message 
compelling consumers to Munch-a-
Bunch-a-Grapes.

“In addition we were able to provide WA 
growers with increased exposure and 
value for money.”

Despite attention on natural disasters, 
the overall PR campaign was a major 

 

Goal /object ive Year 1 Resul t  Year 1 :  2009/10 
campaign 

Resul t  Year 2:  2010/11 
campaign 

Build awareness of table grapes as the 
perfect snack 

Great coverage achieved on 
all media platforms 

Extensive coverage across all 
media platforms 

Position table grapes as delicious, healthy 
(low GI), easy to eat, anywhere, anytime 

Enlisted swimming sensation 
Libby Trickett as our campaign 
ambassador 

Secured sport’s comeback 
king Geoff Huegill as the year 
two ambassador 

Position Australian table grapes as the 
best quality available and encourage 
purchase when in season 

Controlled messaging and 
branding through Grape 
Escape promos 

Controlled messaging and 
branding through Grape 
Escape promos 

Generate 175 positive stories about grapes 199 stories achieved An increased target of 220 
clips was blitzed with 427 
stories achieved 

Achieve an average message rating of 3.5 
out of 5 

A message rating of 3.1 A message rating of 3.5 was 
achieved 

Achieve a ‘known’ audience reach of at 
least 12 million based on circulation 

Audience reach of 15.5 million Audience reach of 45.5 million 

 

Table 1. Goals and results of the Australian table grape PR campaign.
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during the period, 1985-88. It has 
a fresh berry weight ranging from 
0.6 to 0.9 grams, which is similar to 
Carina and Zante Currant. It’s potential 
as a new dried currant was further 
assessed in own-rooted, multiplied 
plantings established by CSIRO at 
Merbein in 1989 and at Koorlong in 
1993. 

A rootstock planting of Black Gem  
which included a comparison of own 
rooted vines with Ramsey, 1103 
Paulsen, 140 Ruggeri and Kober 5BB 
rootstocks was planted on a grower 
property in 2003. A one hectare, 
semi-commercial planting of Black 
Gem      was also established in 2004 
by top-working to Zante Currant vines 
grafted on Ramsey rootstock. This 
site has been managed using a tall 
cordon-based hanging cane system 
without application of fungicides or 
setting sprays. 

Management
Black Gem      is highly fruitful and 
unlike Carina and Zante Currant 

does not require treatment with 
growth regulators to achieve a good 
fruit set. However, it has inherently 
low vigour and requires grafting 
on rootstocks that promote a large 
canopy to achieve adequate levels of 
production and the development of 
longer replacement canes, particularly 
for trellis drying on cordon-based 
systems. 

Black Gem      is compatible with 
a wide range of rootstocks, with 
best results achieved by grafting 
on Ramsey, 1103 Paulsen and 140 
Ruggeri. 

Dry yields of around 8 tonnes per 
hectare were achieved with cane 
pruned vines managed on a narrow 
T-trellis on these rootstocks. Black 
Gem       has produced dry yields of 
5 t/ha on the top-worked vines at 
the semi-commercial site, similar to 
Carina planted on a similar site. 

Management on modern, cordon-
based trellis systems with hanging 
canes to facilitate trellis drying has 
proven difficult with Black Gem 
because some canes arising from the 
cordon are too short for attachment 
to lower wires. However, adequate 
development of replacement canes 
has been achieved using shorter 
cordons, a result which suggests 
that closer vine spacings (i.e. 1.8-2.0 
metres) should be used to optimise 
production. 

Due to its inherently high fruitfulness, 
Black Gem      produces a high 
number of bunches on the cordon, 

A new, early ripening, 
disease resistant 
currant variety, M 
48-42 (syn. Black 
Gem     ) has recently 
been released by 
CSIRO. A provisional 
Plant Breeders Right 
(PBR) for M 48-42 
(syn. Black Gem     ) 
was granted in 
March 2011, (PBR no. 
2011/18). 

The new variety was 
identified and trialled 
in CSIRO dried grape 
breeding and evaluation studies 
supported by Horticulture Australia 
(HAL). Dried fruit production is 
expected to be the primary use for the 
variety, although it has also shown 
potential for juice and wine production 
and as a table grape variety for niche 
markets. 

Background 

Black Gem      was selected from 
progeny of a controlled cross between 
Seyve-Villard 39-639, a complex 
multispecies, disease resistant hybrid 
and Beauty Seedless, a black, early 
ripening table grape variety. The 
cross was made in spring 1980 with 
seedlings planted in the field during 
spring 1981. The cross aimed to 
combine the disease resistant traits 
of Seyve-Villard 39-639 to fungal 
infection by downy and powdery 
mildew with the early ripening, 
seedless traits of Beauty Seedless. 

Black Gem      was identified as a 
potential seedless, currant type with 
‘spicy’ flavour when first assessed 

M 48-42 (syn. Black Gem), a new early 
ripening, disease resistant currant variety 

By Peter Clingeleffer, David Emanuelli, Caroline Tarr, Davinder Singh, 
Steve Sykes and Rob Walker 

Views of Black Gem      managed on a high cordon before harvest (left) and after 
cane cutting and crown bunch removal (right). 

Views of Black Gem      managed with a long high cordon (left) and shortened cordon (right). Note that 
many of the canes retained with the long cordon (left) were too short to attach to the lower wire in 
winter compared to the short cordon treatment where all canes were attached to the lower wire. 



occurred following major rain events in 
both January and early February (i.e. a 
total of 357 millimetres) prior to cane 
cutting for trellis drying. 

Health properties
Dried berries from Black Gem      have 
been shown to have high levels of anti-
oxidants. The hydrophilic oxyradical 
scavenging capacity of dried Black 
Gem      berries were approximately 
3-fold and 30% higher than that of 
Zante Currant and Carina, respectively. 

In a further study, juice of Black Gem  
had higher (20%) levels of anti-
oxidants than found in prune juice. 

Conclusion
The new drying variety, Black Gem     , 
provides growers with an early 
ripening, disease resistant alternative 
to Carina and Zante Currant. It can be 
grown without the use of fungicides 
and setting sprays and has higher 
levels of anti-oxidant activity than 
Zante Currant and Carina. Hence its 
adoption should enable the industry 
to meet the ever increasing consumer 
expectations for organic products 

which are easily removed using 
standard practices developed for other 
varieties. 

Currently, the semi-commercial site 
is managed using an alternating 
split cordon system where hanging 
canes are retained on half of the 
vine while the other side is cane 
pruned. At harvest, the cordon is cut 
to commence drying of fruit on the 
hanging canes while fruit on the cane 
pruned side is hand picked onto the 
lower trellis wire for drying. 

Processing 
The dried currants produced from 
Black Gem     have been processed 
through a commercial processing 
facility. There were no significant 
issues with respect to cap-stem 
removal, skin abrasion or removal 
of waste (i.e. stalks and stems). The 
finished product also had a notable 
spicy flavour which could offer an 
advantage over other currant varieties 
in some markets. 

Disease resistance
Vines of Black Gem       have shown 
higher levels of resistance to downy 
and powdery mildews than other 
drying grape varieties and its Vitis 
vinifera parent, Beauty Seedless. The 
disease resistance characteristics 
have most likely been inherited from 
its female parent, Seyve-Villard 39-
639. Consequently it can be managed 
without application of fungicides for 
downy and powdery mildew control. 

Its disease resistance was confirmed 
in Sunraysia during the very difficult 
2011 season when record breaking 
rain events occurred leading to high 
humidity, cool conditions and vineyard 
flooding during spring, summer and 
early autumn. Some berry splitting 

with high health benefits. Black Gem  
has also shown potential for niche 
marketing as a table grape variety and 
for juice and wine production. 

Commercial arrangements for 
supply and distribution
Black Gem     is protected by Plant 
Breeders Rights. CSIRO is currently in 
negotiations with Dried Fruits Australia 
with regard to commercialisation 
of the new variety involving the 
availability and supply of material, 
conditions relating to grower 
production licences and end use. 
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Mature leaf of Black Gem     (left) showing necrotic spots typical of the 
hypersensitive resistant reaction to downy mildew infection and leaves of Beauty 
Seedless (right) showing leaf chlorosis and advanced tissue necrosis, symptomatic 
of its susceptibility to downy mildew infection.

Canopy views of Black Gem      (left) and Beauty Seedless (right) in February 2011 following periods 
conducive to severe downy mildew infection in spring and early summer. The canopy of Black    
Gem      showed no symptoms of downy mildew whereas there was extensive damage to Beauty 
Seedless vines.



34

presented their views on key industry 
topics.

This year’s program included the 
Scientific Seminar “Challenges and 
key issues facing the nut and dried 
industry”, in which key issues such as 
food safety, contaminants, pesticides, 
and agricultural quality standards 
were examined. 

The Symposium “Nuts and Dried 
Fruit on Health and Disease” was 
presented by researchers belonging 
to diverse disciplines that shared 
evidence, identified knowledge gaps 

Budapest was the 
site of the XXX World 
Nut and Dried Fruit 
Congress, 20-22 May, 2011, where 
820 participants from 46 countries 
gathered to exchange opinions, 
strengthen commercial relations, and 
explore new initiatives and ideas to 
keep the nut and dried fruit industry 
growing. 

Congress attendees had over a 
dozen round tables and seminars to 
choose from, which ranged in topics 
from market dynamics, to scientific 
research and regulatory affairs. 
Over 60 specialists in the fields of 
production, trade, health, nutrition 
and food law from all over the world 

and set a global 
research agenda for 
the future. 

The other sessions consisted of 
Round Tables on market dynamics, 
new crop estimates and promotional 
campaigns for each nut and dried 
fruit, including a panel with leaders of 
major supermarket chains: Delhaize 
and Tesco Stores Ltd.

In addition to providing a forum 
for the industry, the congress also 
featured international companies in 
the Exhibition Area which displayed 
the latest equipments, innovations 
and products in the nut and dried fruit 
sector.

World Nut and Dried Fruit Congress

the University of Minnesota, dried fruits 
are great sources of total and soluble 
fibre in the diet. 

“Just as fresh fruit, they (dried fruit) 
have low glycaemic index values and 
can play an important role in preventing 
different aspects of metabolic 
diseases.”

In addition to providing fibre, dried fruits 
rank among the top potassium sources 
in diets around the world, according to 

Dr Arianna Carughi, Health and Nutrition 
Research Coordinator for the California 
Dried Fruit Coalition. Dried fruits 
also contain a range of increasingly 
important bioactive phenolic 
compounds, as well as specific vitamins 
and minerals, unique to each fruit.

Dr Gary Williamson of the University 
of Leeds said there was little doubt 
that plant polyphenols protect from 

A proposed new policy on the health 
and nutrition of dried fruits was 
unveiled at the 30th International Nut 
and Dried Fruit Congress in Budapest, 
Hungary on 20-22 May. 

The paper entitled Traditional dried 
fruits: valuable tools to meet dietary 
recommendations for fruit intake 
outlines the scientific support for 
considering dried fruits alongside their 
fresh counterparts. It is available at 
www.nutfruit.org/incprojects/driedfruits.

Thirteen internationally recognised 
scientists from the United States, 
Greece, Turkey, Japan, and the United 
Kingdom have collaborated to produce 
the scientific paper. It recommends 
that food policy makers consider dried 
fruits equivalent to fresh fruits in dietary 
recommendations around the world.

The paper proposes that increasing 
consumption of dried fruits is an 
effective way to increase overall 
consumption of fruits and vegetables 
and improve the health of populations 
around the world.

Traditional dried fruits such as dried 
apricots, dried apples, dates, dried figs, 
raisins and sultanas, and prunes, are 
fruits which have had a large portion of 
their original water content removed. 
No sugar or fruit juice concentrates are 
added, and therefore, they retain most 
of the nutritional value of their fresh 
counterparts. These dried fruits are very 
low in sodium and do not contain fats, 
cholesterol, or added sugars. 

According to Dr Daniel D. Gallaher of 

heart disease. “The health effects are 
complex and they appear to work in 
many different ways, not just simply as 
antioxidants,” he said.

“Some fruits, including dried fruits, 
contain high levels of a variety of 
polyphenols and we are just starting 
to understand their health protective 
effect.”

Not only do the researchers clarify the 
misconceptions that have perpetuated 
the idea that dried fruits may not be as 
healthy as their fresh counterparts, their 
work highlights the added benefits that 
dried fruits provide.

Dr Andriana Kaliora of Harokopio 
University in Athens said her research 
had shown that Greek currants inhibit 
some forms of cancer in vitro. “While 
the mechanisms are unknown, extracts 
appear to stop propagation of cancer 
cells, bring on cancer cell death, and 
suppress inflammation.”

Fresh vs dried
One of the common problems 
encountered with comparing dried 
foods on nutritional grounds is the 
common practice of equating on a 
weight for weight basis, for example, 
per 100 grams. Not surprisingly, 
since the weight of water is removed 
in drying, the sugar content of 
dried versus fresh fruits appears 
disproportionately high, contributing to 
the mixed messages about the sugar 
concentration of dried fruits.

However, when portion size and water 
content are taken into account, then 

Restoring the balance in fresh vs dried 
fruit nutrition

“Traditional dried fruits 
such as dried apricots, 

dried apples, dates, 
dried figs, raisins and 
sultanas, and prunes 

are very low in sodium 
and do not contain fats, 

cholesterol, or added 
sugars.” 
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the natural fruit sugars and calories 
become equal for fresh and dried fruits.

Using the definition for traditional dried 
fruits, traditional dried fruits are the 
equivalent of their fresh counterparts 
with the water removed. This means 

100 grapes 
should equate 
to 100 raisins, 
instead of 
comparing 100g 
of grapes with 
100g of raisins. 
Therefore, a 
40g serving of 
traditional dried 
fruit equals 
approximately 
four times the 
weight in fresh 
fruit, with exact 
weights varying 
with fruit and 
drying method.

Increasing 
consumption 
of fruits and 
vegetables has 
been shown 
to lower the 
rates of obesity 
and chronic 
diseases. 
However, 
despite 
campaigns and 
educational 
efforts, a 
significant gap 
still remains 

between the recommended amount of 
fruits and vegetables and the quantities 
actually consumed by populations 
around the world.

Dried fruits are already included 
alongside fresh fruits in formal dietary 

recommendations for Argentina, 

Australia, Canada, France, Germany, 

Italy, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and 

the United States. Policy makers in 

other countries should follow the lead 

of these countries to include dried fruits 

with their recommended guidelines for 

fruit and vegetable intake.

Considering their important nutritional 

qualities, and because they are 

naturally resistant to spoilage, easy 

to store and transport, available year 

round, readily incorporated into other 

foods, and relatively low in cost, dried 

fruits represent an important means to 

increase overall consumption of fruits.

The scientific evidence for considering 

dried fruits nutritionally equivalent to 

fresh fruits not only provides policy 

makers with tools to improve dietary 

recommendations, but also offers 

a healthful solution for populations 

worldwide.

The information in this story was 

taken from California Raisins, Weekly 

update 1 June 2011, by the Raisin 

Administrative Committee and California 

Raisin Marketing Board and a brochure 

entitled ‘ Food policy makers asked to 

consider dried fruits equivalent to fresh 

fruits.’ 

When comparing fresh fruits with their dried counterparts, the 
definition of traditional dried fruits must be considered. Traditional 
dried fruits are fruits which have had a majority of their water 
content removed. Therefore, instead of comparing equal weights 
of fresh and dried fruits, equal serving sizes translate to roughly 
the same nutritional value in terms of calories, sugar content, and 
fibre.

TYPICAL SERVING SIZES — FRESH AND DRIED FRUITS

APPLE = 200g
(approximately 
1 large apple)

PEACH = 150g
(approximately 

1 medium peach)

PLUMS = 190g
(approximately 
3 small plums)

APRICOTS = 180g
(approximately 

3 small apricots)

GRAPES = 170g
(handful of grapes)

RAISINS = 40g

DRIED APPLE = 40g
(approximately

12 slices)

DRIED
PEACHES = 40g

(approximately
2 dried peach halves)

PRUNES = 40g
(approximately

3 prunes)

DRIED
APRICOTS = 40g

(approximately
3 dried apricots)

DR

Government support for rural R&D set to continue
The  Federal Government has committed to 
maintaining matching contributions to rural 
research and development corporations.

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
Senator Joe Ludwig said the decision to 
continue contributions had been made 
as part of the government’s preliminary 
response to the Productivity Commission’s 
inquiry report on rural Research and 
Development Corporations (RDCs).

“Last February the government asked 
the Productivity Commission to conduct 
an inquiry into RDCs which included 
an examination of the rationale for 
Australian Government investment in 
rural R&D and the effectiveness of the 
model overall,” Minister Ludwig said.

“That inquiry found that current funding 
arrangements, as well as the high level of 
industry engagement and support offered 
by all sectors, made our RDC model unique 
amongst others around the world.

“The inquiry also found a need to increase 
private investment in rural R&D – a need 
the Productivity Commission sought to 
address by recommending we lower the cap 
on government contributions to encourage 
industry to contribute their own funding.

“While I fully support the need to 
increase private investment in rural 
R&D, I do not believe cutting government 
contributions is the appropriate method 
to achieve greater industry investment.

“The Australian Government contributed 
more than $220 million in matching 
funding to the rural RDCs in 2009/10. 

“R&D plays a vital role in supporting 
the sustainability, competitiveness 
and productivity growth of Australia’s 
rural industries, and the government’s 
matching contributions are a key factor 
in leveraging industry funding.

“I do, however, see a need to explore 

how to optimise outcomes for industry 
and the wider community within the 
current funding arrangements.”

The Australian Government currently 
matches eligible R&D expenditure on a 
dollar-by-dollar basis up to 0.5% of an 
industry’s gross value of production.

Minister Ludwig said the Rural Research 
and Development Council’s National 
Strategic Rural Research and Development 
Investment Plan had also been released.

“This plan outlines a rationale for balancing 
Australian Government investment in 
rural R&D and identifies major themes 
against which investment should be 
determined,” Minister Ludwig said.

The government will consult broadly 
with the community in developing 
its final response to the Productivity 
Commission’s report over coming months.



36

2020 vision for Australia’s plant 
biosecurity system

Plant Health Australia

key according to PHA Chairman, Dr 
Tony Gregson AM. “While jurisdictions 
and industries have made separate 
commitments to biosecurity through 
various plans and programs, we now 
have a cohesive national strategy. By 
engaging all stakeholders we have 
developed a common understanding of 
the areas of potential weakness in our 
pest, disease and weed defenses and 
what we need to do to address them.” 

The importance of Australia’s plant 
biosecurity system and the many 
pressures it faces was recognized 
in the 2008 independent review into 
Australia’s quarantine and biosecurity 
arrangements – the Beale Review. 

Since then, the Australian 
Government has been 
progressively implementing 
a range of high level 
reforms. The National 
Plant Biosecurity Strategy 
complements and supports 
the Beale Review and this 
process of reform.

“The National Plant 
Biosecurity Strategy 
is not the only vehicle 
for delivering essential 
reforms, but it will play a 
vital part,” Dr Gregson said. 
“I call on everyone who 
took part in the strategy’s 
development, and those 
with an interest in plant 
biosecurity, to get behind 
it.”

Dr Gregson points out, 
“Biosecurity is very much 
on the radar right now 
given the increased public 
and media interest in 
the issue of global food 
security and some high 

profile incursions we have seen here in 
Australia. 

“While our geography provides many 
natural advantages in keeping threats 
at bay we cannot afford to drop our 
guard. There is just too much at stake. 
Production from Australia’s plant and 
forestry industries alone are worth $25 
billion annually, and we have a priceless 
environment to protect. With 60,000 
kilometres of coastline and hundreds of 
serious exotic plant pests, it is no small 
task.

“Among the myriad of challenges, 
there is ever increasing and more 
rapid movement of people and produce 
across state and national borders. More 
than 1.8 million containers of cargo and 
150 million mail items arrive in Australia 
each year. Even with a world standard 
border biosecurity system there remains 
a risk that exotic plant pests will breach 
our natural and man-made defenses 
with catastrophic consequences.

“We are also facing challenges with 
climate variability and climate change 
which are predicted to see pests 
expanding beyond their known range 
into new environments, extending 
losses to plant production and the 
environment.”

At the same time there are fewer people 
being trained in plant biosecurity - the 
number of graduates from university 
agricultural programs is declining. “The 
signs are that we will have shortages 
of specialists in key disciplines in the 
future which could affect our ability to 
manage serious plant pests in a timely 
manner and minimise impacts on 
farmers and communities,” he said.

Though endorsement of the strategy 
is a good start perhaps the more 
difficult task lies ahead, according to 
Dr Gregson. “The members of PHA 
have endorsed the strategy, paving the 
way for further cooperation between 
plant industries and governments. 
Now that we have agreed direction, 
the next job is to set out a plan and 
timetable for action. As recommended 
by the strategy, PHA will lead this 
work. To get off on the right foot I now 
call on all stakeholders to support the 
next phase as we move to develop an 
implementation plan.”

The National Plant Biosecurity Strategy 
is available on PHA’s website at     
www.phau.com.au/NPBS.

It’s rare to see governments and 
industries all agreeing on how best 
to support agriculture, forestry and 
the environment but that is exactly 
what has happened with development 
of Australia’s first National Plant 
Biosecurity Strategy. 

The strategy has the endorsement of 
the Australian Government Department 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, 
state and territory primary industry 
agencies, and Australia’s major plant 
industries. It is the culmination of more 
than three year’s work by Plant Health 
Australia (PHA) who coordinated its 
preparation and reflects the inputs of 
hundreds of expert stakeholders.

In presenting a vision for the national 
plant biosecurity system, the strategy 
looks at the challenges Australia will 
need to overcome in the next 10 years 
and what steps will need to be taken. 
Realisation of this vision will better 
protect Australia and Australians 
from the negative impacts of plant 
pests, benefit market access for plant 
products, sustain Australia’s high quality 
and reliable food supply, and preserve 
environmental health and amenity.

The strategy’s call for improved national 
coordination and cooperation is the 

“The National Plant 
Biosecurity Strategy 

looks at the challenges 
Australia will need to 

overcome in the next 10 
years and what steps 
will need to be taken.”
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Around the block

Plan ahead before 
pathogens take hold 

Powdery mildew
Powdery mildew develops mainly from 
buds infected in the previous season. 
And although powdery mildew was 
less evident than downy mildew last 
season, conditions favoured disease 
development and spore build up, which 
will pose a threat in the new season.

The infected buds produce flagshoots 
which release the powdery mildew 
spores. The spores develop in fine, dry 
weather, but develop rapidly when the 
relative humidity is higher than 40%. 

Early season sprays should be applied 
soon after bud burst and regularly 
applied throughout the growing period.

Botrytis
Botrytis was a major problem for growers 
this past season. Growers struggled with 
control and witnessed how quickly and 
devastating this fungal diseases can be 
once established in grapes.

To reduce inoculum levels, any remaining 
fruit on the vines should be removed 
during pruning.

Growers should monitor the weather 
conditions and if rainfall is forecast 
around flowering, preventative sprays 
should be applied to reduce the impact 
of potential botrytis infections. 
A strategic spray program may need to 

The 2010/11 season was one of the 
worst in living memory for viticulture 
growers in Sunraysia, but growers 
cannot afford to forget about it yet. 

High levels of fungal disease during 
the humid and wet conditions have 
created an enormous spore bank that 
is lying dormant over winter, waiting for 
conditions conducive to germination, 
infection and sporulation. 

Following harvest there was very little 
that growers could have done to reduce 
any impact of the overwintering spores. 
But as spring approaches, growers 
are urged to think about their pest 
control strategies and consider spraying 
preventative protection to reduce the 
risks of disease taking hold early in the 
season.

What should you do?
Downy mildew
The increased levels of the downy 
mildew inoculum (oospores) from 
late 2010 infections will significantly 
increase the potential for new infection. 
Primary infections occur when weather 
conditions meet the 10:10:24 criteria 
of a temperature greater than 10°C, 10 
millimetres or more of rain, and leaves 
wet for 24 hours.

For good control, accurate timing of 
sprays is essential.

It is imperative that preventative 
chemicals are applied just prior to any 
forecast rain event as you need to ensure 
that all new growing foliage is covered 
with spray.

Even though it may seem an extra 
expense, spraying vines early in the 
season from both sides rather than 
just from one side only should be an 
option to consider maximising chemical 
coverage.

be adopted to prevent or reduce the risk 
of any botrytis development.

In summary:

Next season pay careful attention to 
forecast early season weather (rain) 
events and apply sprays with good 
coverage. Timing is critical, aim for 
applications:
■ Prior to infection events (rainfall 

with the 10:10:24 conditions likely), 
especially from early season for downy 
mildew control.

■ From bud burst for powdery mildew 
control.

■ At flowering if there are wet conditions 
favourable for botrytis infection and 
bunch rots.

Snails multiplying
The wet conditions that brought about 
the disease problems during the year 
were also ideal for snails to breed and 
build up in the vineyard.

It is important that early baiting take 
place before snails move up into the 
vines. Once in the vines they are difficult 
to remove and will more than likely 
end up in the harvested fruit. If snails 
are detected in fruit consignments, 
growers will incur penalties, and may 
have to remove the snails before further 
processing.

Any cover where the snails can take 
refuge and breed should be removed.

While pruning if there are any sites 
where snails are dense, mark the site or 
take note of it for early baiting.

Baits should be spread before the snails 
start moving up into the vines in early 
spring.

It is much easier to control snails when they are 
on the ground (left) rather than when they get 
into the vines.

It is much easier to control snails when they are 
on the ground (left) rather than when they get 
into the vines.

“As spring approaches, 
growers are urged to 
think about their pest 
control strategies and 

consider spraying 
preventative protection.”
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Trade directory



Quality First, No Compromises

MILDURA
 Field Grown - supplied dormant

Bench Gra�ed, 
�eld grown 
 
Using biological  
farming methods.  
Soils inoculated with 
compost teas.  

material  used. 

2 year old High Vines

LATE PLANTING DECISION?    
No Problem, Greenhouse container grown production for  same year Spring

Container Grown 
 
Using peat pots for excellent 
take, minimal transplant 
shock, easier to plant.   
Great start when transplanted 
–  minimal establishment  

delay,  earlier crop.  
Soil biology bonus  
-  Vines are inoculated with 

compost teas to provide 
essential  soil microbes which 
come with the vines and 
improve  vineyard fertility.  

New CSIRO Root  
Stocks available.

ORDER NOW FOR 2011

Peat pots in easy handling trays

AVAILABLE FOR SPRING 2011 PLANTING
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Email: info@kcvines.com.au 

Mobile: Andy 0407 309 961  Justin 0427 808 998  Fax: (03) 5024 8834






