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The appointment of receivers for Clyne 
Foods is an unfortunate situation that 
has put many dried grape growers in a 
difficult position. 

Clynes had a large supplier base and it 
is understood that these growers may 
be owed about 40% of the value of their 
fruit.

Dried Fruits Australia has sought legal 
advice on behalf of all affected growers 
and will continue to follow this up. 

Our main priority is to help these growers 
provide for their families and get through 
the season and harvest this year’s crop 
so that they can start to get back on 
their feet. We have organised several 
meetings with government officials, 
welfare agencies, service providers, 
and the rural finance corporation and 
facilitated communication of that advice 
to affected growers at a special meeting 
on 6 December. 

In the meantime we encourage growers 
to talk to both Australia Premium Dried 
Fruits and Sunbeam Foods about securing 
the best option for the coming crop.

Growers are also welcome to call the 
Dried Fruits Australia office with any 
questions. 

Despite the situation with Clynes, the 
outlook for our industry is very positive. 
Dried Fruits Australia is promoting 
awareness of the dried grape industry’s 
improved situation and outlook, with 
the aim of attracting investment in new 
plantings. 

A forum was held in November 
for representatives of the banking, 
accounting and real estate sectors and 
was followed by a Special Dried Grape 
Outlook Conference in early December.

The Murray-Darling Basin Authority’s draft 
Basin Plan was released on 28 November 
and I must say the numbers weren’t that 
surprising as they had been leaked for 
weeks. 

The part that really worries me is the lack 
of detail on how the water will be used 
and most of all I have serioius concerns 
about the social and economic impacts 
this will have on our communities. I have 
always believed that there was going to 
be assistance or adjustment packages 
for the areas affected, but I cannot find 
reference to this in the draft plan. 

I find it amazing that we have struggled 

to get this far, and now that we have 
efficinent on-farm water management 
and the best production practices in 
the world, but may lose it all if we are 
unable to secure our right to a reasonable 
amount of water.

Finally, with picking just around the 
corner, it is pleasing to see Sunmuscat 
and currant crops are looking good, 
while the sultana crop is a fraction under 
average size, So we just need a few good 
months of fine weather. 

Disease has been only a small problem 
to date, but I urge all growers to keep up 
their spray program and keep an eye on 
their vines and the local wether forecasts.

On behalf of the board and the staff of 
Dried Fruits Australia we would like to 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a dry 
and prosperous season.

Mark King 
DFA Chairman

Industry rallies to support 
Clynes’ growers 
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Chairman’s report

Angie Pangiotaros
CHAIRMAN

I feel privileged to have been elected 
Chairman of the Australian Table Grape 
Association (ATGA). Although it will be 
very challenging I am surrounded by a 
Board which works together, functions 
collectively and I look forward to their 
continued invaluable support. 

First, I would like to thank Nick Muraca 
for the past six years as Chairman. His 
passion, dedication and enthusiasm have 
contributed to, and enabled, the ATGA to be 
where it is today. Thank you Nick. 

I would also like to thank the outgoing 
Board member David Smith for his many 
years of contribution to the Board and 
also, take this opportunity to welcome new 
member, Jeremy Boyd, from Robinvale and 
Anne Larard who will be representing the 
Northern Territory.

For those who do not know me, I grow 
grapes in Mildura, Victoria, with 12 
hectares of table grapes and six hectares 
of dried fruit. I have grown up in the grape 
industry and made it my livelihood. I am 
married to Joanna and have two children, 
Dimitria and John.

Grape farming, in most regions, has been 
difficult in the past 12 months. Poor yields 
and weather conditions have made them 
ones we wish to forget. As with all difficult 
seasons, we look ahead and hope this year 
will be better.

We operate in a demanding economy and 
it is not enough to just grow the fruit. As 
an industry, we need to develop a vision 
of where we want to be so we can put 
into place strategies which will deliver 
that vision. So it is important to continue 
being involved and even encourage fellow 
growers to join your regions’ associations 
and help drive the future direction of our 
industry.

The ATGA is working towards improving 
market access to continue growth of sales, 
both domestically and overseas. After 
many years of tireless hard work, market 
access to China was achieved, even 
though it was just one shipment. 

Market access into both Korea and Japan 
is imperative and must still continue. 

Domestically this year, Libby Trickett 
returns as our table grape ambassador 
and will be the face of our promotion 
campaign. 

Recently I spent two days in Sydney at 
the Horticulture Australia (HAL), November 

Forum, where, over 40 member industries 
attended. Even though our commodities 
vary, we are all challenged by the same 
issues - a strong Australian dollar, 
government red tape, workforce issues 
and of course the climatic conditions.

So, in conclusion, let us be positive about 
the upcoming season and the challenges 
ahead. I wish all growers, in all regions, a 
prosperous season with harvest, already 
commenced or fast approaching. Let us 
never stop striving for even better quality 
and promotion of Australian grapes as a 
fresh food for a healthier consumer, both in 
Australia and overseas.

Until next edition,

Angie Pangiotaros

ATGA Chairman

Board changes, but 
challenges remain
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Fred Tassone
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Frances Garreffa
New South Wales
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Anne Larard
Northern Territory
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Dimethoate was listed for review due to 
concerns about possible effects on human 
health and trade.

A review began in 2004 and is due to be 
complete in late 2011.

In January 2011, the APVMA published 
the toxicology component of the human 
health assessment for dimethoate. It 
recommended tighter public health 
standards and revision of the Acceptable 
Daily Intake (ADI) from 0.02 mg/kg/day to 
0.001 mg/kg bw/day and establishment 
of an Acute Reference Dose (ARfD) of 0.02 
mg/kg bw.

The 2011 Dimethoate Residues and 
Dietary Risk Assessment Report was 
released in August and found dimethoate 
use on many crops could exceed the 
recommended public health standard (the 
Acute Reference Dose).

The suspension of dimethoate on table 
grape crops has left industry questioning 
how they will control fruit fly in the future.

Dimethoate has been used as a general 
cost effective insecticide for many years, 
and more recently as a quarantine 
treatment on table grapes to eradicate 
Queensland fruit fly before interstate 
trade within Australia and export to New 
Zealand.

Australian Table Grape Association Deputy 
Chair Richard Lomman said dimethoate 
cover sprays to control fruit fly had formed 
the basis of an Interstate Certification 
Assurance (ICA-20) which enabled 
Queensland growers to have continued 
market access to Victorian markets. 

“Without this protocol, the Queensland 
table grape industry was under serious 
threat,” he said. 

Mr Lomman said Victorian growers 
had also needed to access the ICA-20 
protocol to continue their domestic and 
international markets during recent fruit 
fly outbreaks.

However an Australian Pesticides and 
Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) 
review of dimethoate saw the chemical 
recently suspended for use on table 
grapes and this has placed the future of 
the industry in jeopardy again.

APVMA review
As new research comes to light about the 
use or safety of agricultural chemicals, it 
is considered by the APVMA’s Chemical 
Review Program. 

Short term fruit fly control solved, but 
what does the future hold?

The risk assessment is a necessary 
component of the review and its purpose 
is to set Maximum Residue Limits for 
approved use patterns in food crops. Part 
of that risk assessment includes a dietary 
exposure assessment which looks at the 
potential for a consumer to be exposed 
to pesticide residues if they were to eat 
large amounts of food treated with that 
chemical. It includes a large margin of 
safety to protect all consumers.

The dimethoate assessment showed 
that potential exposures resulting from 
residues on some crops could reduce 
the margins of safety that are in place to 
protect consumers. 

The APVMA had to take regulatory 
action to ensure that consumers remain 
protected and so use of dimethoate was 
suspended on a number of food crops, 
including table grapes. The suspension 
began on 6 October, 2011 and will last for 
12 months. It prohibits:
■ use of dimethoate on certain 

horticultural crops;
■ use on all food producing plants in the 

home garden; and
■ supply and possession of dimethoate 

products unless they carry the new 
instructions for use.

Mr Lomman said one of the reasons for 
the suspension for table grapes was that 
withholding periods were based on adults, 
but with many children snacking on table 
grapes, the withholding period would have 
to be adjusted. 

Cover story

“The APVMA had to take 
regulatory action to 

ensure that consumers 
remain protected and so 
use of dimethoate was 

suspended on a number 
of food crops, including 

table grapes.”



Long term 
solution
ATGA Chief Executive 
Officer Jeff Scott said 
finding a long term 
solution for fruit fly 
control was definitely 
a challenge and was 
something the industry 
needed to address 
quickly.

“We need to work with 
chemical industries to 
find a safe alternative 
and to hasten the 
registration process,” 
Mr Scott said.

“With so many 
horticultural 
industries affected 
by the suspension of 
dimethoate, and with no real alternatives 
for fruit fly in place, we need Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) to step up to the plate and 
co-ordinate an across-industry project 
that finds a long term alternative.”

However there is considerable cost 
associated with developing, testing and 
finally registering a new chemical. It is not 
an easy process and often takes several 
years, something that table grape growers 
do not have.

In Western Australia Sonya Broughton has 
taken a slightly different approach and put 
forward a proposal for a project to develop 
an area-wide management (AWM) 

strategy to control 
Mediterranean fruit 
fly in summerfruit, 
apple, pear and 
mango crops.

Ms Broughton said 
rather than a single 
grower targeting 
the Mediterranean 
fruit fly population 
on a single orchard, 
an AWM approach 
targets the total 
population in an area 
or a region.

“Unfortunately the new time constraints 
pushed the withholding period out to 56 
days for the second spray and meant 
dimethoate became unusable for table 
grape growers,” he said.

An Occupational Health and Safety 
(OHS) assessment for dimethoate is still 
underway and the final report is expected 
from the Office of Chemical Safety (the 
APVMA’s human health advisors) in late 
2011.

Alternatives
Fenthion is currently registered for fruit 
fly control in table grapes, but growers 
should not consider it a permanent 
replacement for dimethoate.

The APVMA is currently reviewing fenthion 
due to concerns over human health issues 
and environmental risks. Mr Lomman 
said the review was due for completion 
in 2012 and growers were not optimistic 
about its ongoing use after this time.

Nevertheless, the APVMA has recently 
issued several permits as alternatives 
to dimethoate in certain crops. This 
includes PER12439 which allows Nufarm 
Lepidex 500 insecticide, Dipterex 500 SL 
insecticide plus other registered products 
containing 500g/L Trichlorfon as their only 
active constituent to be used on table 
grapes to control Queensland fruit fly and 
Mediterranean fruit fly. 

The product is applied at a rate of 
250mL/100L when fruit flies are first 
seen. A maximum of six applications 
per crop per season are allowed with a 
minimum re-treatment interval of seven 
days between applications. Grapes 
cannot be harvested for two days after 
application. 

“While we are fortunate that trichlorfon 
has been approved for use as an 
alternative cover spray to fenthion, the 
trouble is that it too is on the radar for 
review next year,” Mr Loman said. 

“We need a soft alternative to be tested 
and approved and provide growers with a 
long term, sustainable solution for fruit fly 
control.”

“Its success is heavily reliant on the 
long-term commitment and coordinated 
implementation of AWM by growers and 
all other stakeholders,” she said.

“Pre-harvest control in an AWM approach 
for summerfruit, apple and pear and 
mango will require foliar baiting, and 
trialling new techniques such as mass 
trapping and release of sterile insects,” 
she said. 

This systems approach has been 
successfully used in the Central 
Burnett region of Queensland to control 
Queensland fruit fly. The region has 
significant plantings of citrus, mangoes 
and grapes as well as backyard fruit trees 
in the urban areas.

Speaking at the 2011 Australian Table 
Grape Conference, Dan Papacek told 
delegates that the excellent results from 
the project were attributed to the high 
level of collaboration between industry, 
researchers, crop consultants, local 
governments and the community.

He said there had already been a positive 
outcome from the program and South 
Australia now accepted Central Burnett 
citrus under ICA-28 because of the 
additional security offered by area wide 
management.

“While area wide management may not 
be achievable in many growing districts, 
the principles of AWM can be applied 
to individual farms to manage fruit fly 
successfully,” Mr Papacek said.

This article is based on information found 
on the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority’s website, www.
apvma.gov.au. For further information on 
chemical use consult the website or your 
local department of agriculture.  

Main photo of G2-3 row vineyard sprayer 
courtesy of Silvan Australia.
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Queensland fruit fly, one of the pests causing concern for 
growers now dimethoate use has been suspended. Photo 
courtesy of Dan Papacek.

“Fenthion is currently 
registered for fruit fly 

control in table grapes, 
but growers should not 
consider it a permanent 

replacement for 
dimethoate.”

Mediterranean fruit fly.  Photo courtesy of Scott Bauer, USDA 
Agricultural Research Service, bugwood.org.
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and businesses affected by the anti-
dumping system as part of a process of 
continuous improvement. 

“We consulted widely on the 
development of our policy and we will 
continue to consult to ensure we meet 
the right balance between the needs of 
different parts of Australian industry,” 
Mr O’Connor said.

“Establishing the International Trade 
Remedies Forum in legislation will 
help ensure that the anti-dumping 
system continues to reflect industry 
experience.”

The forum represents manufacturers, 
producers, importers, industry 
associations, trade unions and relevant 
government agencies. 

“The government has acted quickly 
to implement these reforms to ensure 
Australian businesses, their workers, 
and communities benefit immediately 
from the most significant changes to 
Australia’s anti-dumping system in 
more than a decade,” Mr O’Connor said. 
The Gillard Government announced 29 
reforms to the anti-dumping system in 
June this year.

The first tranche of reforms, which took 
effect from 24 October 2011, include:

Minister for Home Affairs and Justice, 
Brendan O’Connor introduced 
legislation implementing the second 
tranche of improvements under the 
Gillard Government’s major overhaul of 
Australia’s anti-dumping system.

The changes to the Customs Act 1901 
introduce a new appeals process, allow 
for more flexible use of extensions to 
investigative timeframes, and establish 
the International Trade Remedies Forum 
(ITRF) in legislation.

“We are improving the quality of anti-
dumping decisions in the interests of 
the Australian economy and Australian 
jobs,” Mr O’Connor said.

“Appeals will be heard more quickly 
and determined independently of the 
original investigation. Appeals will now 
be able to be sought of all my decisions. 

“There will also be more flexibility in the 
time taken to conduct an investigation 
to allow complex matters to be 
examined, or to allow the consideration 
of new information.” 

The ITRF is a key component of 
the government’s changes to 
Australia’s anti-dumping system. 
The government is committed to an 
ongoing conversation with people 

■ faster decision-making by limiting the 
time taken by the Minister to make a 
decision to 30 days,

■ improved decision-making by 
clarifying factors that may indicate 
material injury to an Australian 
industry, and 

■ ensuring that Australia’s anti-dumping 
system is comparable to other 
jurisdictions in terms of participation 
by parties, and in relation to 
countervailable subsidies. 

Other changes that have been 
implemented since June include the 
creation of an online register providing 
improved access to subsidies data, 
greater use of trade and industry 
experts to investigate complaints, and 
recruitment of additional Customs and 
Border Protection staff to ensure cases 
are not delayed by a lack of resources.

“The package of improvements 
reaffirms the government’s commitment 
to world trading rules, while supporting 
Australian industries and our workforce 
to enforce their rights against unfair 
dumping practices,” Mr O’Connor said.

For more information on the changes 
visit www.customs.gov.au

Second tranche of anti-dumping 
improvements introduced to Parliament

2012

January 2012

8 New dried varieties site visit, Block 668, 
Westcliffs Ave (corner of Ropers Road), 
Cardross. 10.00AM start. Contact: Allan 
Long, Email:ajhrlong@bigpond.com

February 2012

21-24 International Symposium on Postharvest 
Pest and Disease Management 
in Exporting Horticultural Crops, 
Bangkok, Thailand. Contact: Pongphen 
Jitareerat, Email: symposium: 
ppmd2011@kmutt.ac.th Website: 
www.kmutt.ac.th/ppdm2011

25-26 Angaston Show, Cnr Washington & 
Evans St, Angaston, South Australia. 
Contact: Janet Whitehorn (08) 8564 2880, 
Email: secretary@angastonshow.org.
au Website: www.angastonshow.org.au

May 2012

1-4 Growing Opportunity – Water and 
Beyond, Griffith, NSW. Contact Christine 
at DKC on (02) 8218 2940 or Email: 

christine@dkcinternational.com.au 
Website: www.waterandbeyond.com.au 

11-12 Riverina Field Days, Griffith 
Showgrounds, Griffith, NSW. Contact 
Fiona Beverly,  (02) 6964 8811. 
Website: www.riverinafielddays.com

20-26 International Prune Association Congress, UC 
Davis campus California, US. Contact: Jeff 
Granger, Email jeffgranger@ozemail.com.au

20-26 X International Symposium on Plum and 
Prune Genetics, Breeding and Technology, 
UC Davis campus California, US.Contact: 
Prof. Ted M. DeJong, E-mail: cjdebuse@
ucdavis.edu Website: www.ishs-ucdplum-
prunesymposium2012.ucdavis.edu/

29-30 Mildura Horticultural Field Days, TAFE 
campus Benetook Avenue, Mildura. 
Contact: John Hawtin, Australian 
Dried Fruits, (03) 023 5174, Email: 
jhawtin@driedfruitsaustralia.org.au

June 2012

24-29 Irrigation Australia Conference and 
Exhibition 2012, Adelaide Convention 
Centre, South Australia. Contact: Trevor Le 

Breton,  (02) 9476 0142 or 0430 920 460,           
Email: trevor.lebreton@irrigation.org.
au   Website: www.irrigation.org.au   

July 2012

5-7 Ag-grow Field days, Emerald, Queensland. 
Website: www.aggrow.com.au

September 2012

5-7 Asiafruit Logistica and the Asiafruit 
Congress, Hong Kong Convention & 
Exhibition Centre, Hong Kong. Website: 
www.asiafruitcongress.com

October 2012

21-25 SIAL Trade Fair, Parc des Expositions 
de Paris Nord Villepinte, Paris, France. 
Website: www.sialparis.com 

TBC International Seedless Dried Grape 
Producing Countries Conference, 
Cape Town, South Africa. 

To add event or meeting to this diary,  please 
contact Paula Smith drpsmith@bigpond.com

Events diary
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The National Farmers’ Federation 
(NFF) has welcomed the government’s 
response to the review of food labelling, 
calling the response a sensible step 
that balances the need for consumer 
information with the practicalities of 
implementation. 

“We’re certainly supportive of efforts to 
improve the labelling of food purchased 
by Australian consumers, as we agree 
that shoppers should be provided with 
clear information to help make informed 
food choices,” NFF President Jock Laurie 
said.

“We also think that Australian farmers 
should have every opportunity to 
showcase the safe, affordable and 
nutritious food they produce, so that 
they can capitalise on our reputation as 
one of the highest quality food producers 
in the world.

“The issue is in how we go about 
achieving this. The NFF is keen to ensure 
that any labelling law changes do not 
lead to excessive costs to implement 
– costs that will be passed back to 
farmers in the form of lower prices for 
their produce.”

Mr Laurie said the NFF was very pleased 
to see the government demonstrate that 
they too were prepared to resist changes 

that would burden the farm sector – 
changes that, should they have gone 
ahead, would have added a whole new 
level of food labelling requirements, and 
unnecessary cost and complexity to food 
labelling.

“The government’s response, particularly 
in relation to key areas such as new food 
technology, genetic modification (GM) 
and country of origin labelling, is mainly 
positive for farmers in finding the right 
balance between providing consumer 
with information without adding 
unnecessary costs,” Mr Laurie said. 

“We’re also welcoming of the fact that 
the government remains committed to 
addressing country-of-origin labelling, 
but doing this as a separate discussion, 
away from the 60 plus recommendations 
made by the current review.” 

Mr Laurie said country of origin labelling 
was an area that most Australian farmers 
felt strongly about, and it deserved 
special attention, rather than being lost 
in among the comprehensive review.

“We look forward to continuing our close 
collaboration with government on this 
issue as the deliberations around the 
food labelling laws continue,” Mr Laurie 
said. 

Farmers welcome sensible 
response to food labelling review

ATGA Board elections
The Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) has a new face at its helm. Angie 
Panagiotaros was elected Chairman at 
the November Annual General Meeting 
and Queensland Delegate Richard 
Lomman has stepped up to become 
Deputy Chairman. 

Other elections saw Jeremy Boyd 
endorsed as a Victorian delegate and 
Richie Hayes as Northern Territory 
delegate to replace David Smith and 
Peter McKeand. Since the Board AGM 
elections, Mr Hayes has resigned and 
Anne Larard replaces him as the new 
Board member from the Northern 
Territory.

Outgoing Chairman Nick Muraca held 
the position for six years during which 
time he has been instrumental in driving 
market access issues forward.

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott said 
the position of Chairman can be very 
demanding and time consuming. “Nick 
has done an excellent job over the past 

six years as Chairman and as the major 
spokesperson of the industry. He was 
respected by all peers and stakeholders 
and often would take the leading 
role and engage other horticulture 
commodity groups on issues that 
were of significance to the table grape 
industry.”

Mr Scott said the time demands on a 
chairman were very onerous, and Mr 
Muraca had spent a lot of time away 
from his vineyard and family. “We are 
fortunate that Nick remains on the 
Board as an Executive Delegate as 
he has a wealth of experience and 
knowledge to contribute, but at the 
same time it is good to see somebody 
else willing to take on the Chairman’s 
responsibilities and let Nick spend more 
time with his family.

“I am confident this new Board is up to 
the task and I look forward to working 
with them to help grow the Australian 
table grape industry.” 
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The Australian 
Prune Industry 
Association 
(APIA) moved 
firmly into the 
21st century 
with the 
appointment 
of leading 
Australian 
nutritionist, Lola 
Berry as its 
Ambassador and 
the launch of a 
Facebook page 
and a Twitter 
account as part 
of their 2011 
media campaign. 
You’ll find links to both Facebook and 
Twitter on the industry website www.
ausprunes.org.au.

Ms Berry represents the new and 
emerging generation of nutritionists and 
has a large following of young, health 
savvy consumers in both mainstream 
and social media. She is also a great fan 
of Australian prunes.

Following her presentation to the 
APIA annual conference in Griffith 
in September, Ms Berry stayed on 
to produce two short films about 
the Australian prune industry which 
can be found on her website www.
lolaberry.com and on YouTube. She also 
continues to support the industry with 
targeted media appearances and social 
media messages and recently covered 
Australian prunes on Channel 10’s 
morning program, The Circle.

In September, the peak industry body’s 
PR agency sent a bulletin to leading 
health, food and lifestyle writers 
nationally to let them know that like 
so many other food groups, the APIA is 
also communicating with its supporters 
via social media. A number signed up 
immediately and a small article about 
the Twitter feed appeared in the food 
pages of The Australian newspaper.

The bulletin also resulted in a full-page 
piece about prunes and Australian 
prunes in the glossy suburban, 
Melbourne Weekly by media personality 
Roland Rocchiccioli. Mr Rocchiccioli 
talked about his love of prunes from 
early childhood and he also directed 

his readers to 
the Ausprunes 
website for 
recipes.

APIA Executive 
Cheryl Heley 
said regular 
messages were 
posted on both 
the Facebook 
page and Twitter 
feed, with 
updates from 
the orchards, 
photographs, 
weather reports, 
recipes and 
health news. 

“The Twitter feed is followed by some 
of Australia’s leading nutritionists and 
foodies and interest in our Facebook 
page is also building, with prominent 
foodies, Sheridan Rogers and Victoria 
Hansen among our Facebook Friends,” 
Mrs Heley said.

A recent study by a Florida State 
University researcher found that prunes 
can be a simple, proactive solution to 
help prevent fractures and osteoporosis 
in post-menopausal women and this 
became the focus of a 2011 media 
release, which was sent to over 150 
health writers nationally. Mrs Heley 
said while the results will take a while 
to come in, a number of writers had 
indicated their interest in the story.

“The 2011 campaign builds on the 
APIA’s strong relationships with 
Australian media and continues to 
build the profile of Australian prunes 
nationally,” she said. 

“We will evaluate results as they come 
in over the next few months and use 
this information for future planning 
to continue our strategic promotions 
campaigns. 

“One thing seems clear at this stage. 
Social media is the way of the future 
and will need to be included in our 
campaigns moving forward. 

“The APIA has taken its first steps in 
this important direction and created a 
presence on which we can continue to 
build.”

Lola Berry endorses 
Australian prunes

...and the APIA gets social!
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Pruning boosts pollination of lighter 
flowering varieties

707 before (left) and after heavy pruning (right).

Australian prune growers are aiming for 
large fruit this season as they battle the 
effects of a strong Australian dollar and 
cheap imports.

To help achieve this Industry Development 
Officer Peter Reynolds is conducting a trial 
to measure the effects of pruning as a tree 
management technique to regulate prune 
crop load and fruit size.

Mr Reynolds said many growers took the 
opportunity to prune their trees during winter 
2011. While some growers went in and 
manually removed excess wood, others 
pruned by machine and removed the tree 
tops, or in some cases, the tops and one or 
two sides. 

The effect of this action is already evident in 
percentage of flowers pollinated, he said.

A simple trial was conducted where the 
number of flowers on marked branches 
were counted and the number of fruitlets on 
those branches counted at four, six and eight 
weeks after flowering.

The results showed 80% to 90% of flowers 
on heavily pruned trees of the 698 variety 
were successfully pollinated, whereas the 
pollination rate on unpruned 698 trees was 
only 20% to 30%. 

Another benefit was that the heavily pruned 
698 trees retained a higher percentage of 
fruit (less fruit drop) at pit hardening and 
those fruit were significantly heavier on the 
pruned trees compared to the unpruned 
trees. On average 65 fruit were needed to 
reach 450 grams on the pruned trees, while 

the unpruned trees had smaller fruit and 
need 80 pieces to make 450g.

There was a lesser effect on the variety 707. 
Pollination ranged from 40% to 60% on 
heavily pruned trees, and was slightly lower 
at 30% to 40% on unpruned trees.

A similar result was also seen on the variety 
303 where the heavily pruned trees gave a 
30% to 50% pollination rate versus a 20% 
to 30% pollination rate on unpruned trees.

The DÁrgen variety and clones did not show 
any significant difference whether the tree 
was pruned or not. The pollination was 
around 20% to 40% on both samples. Mr 
Reynolds said this was probably due to the 
relatively large numbers of flowers and fruit 
on both pruned and unpruned trees and that 
a greater fruit drop before pit hardening on 
the unpruned trees meant the tree was self-
regulating to some degree.

“The varieties that produce many flowers 
and traditionally set a great many fruit 
(DÁrgen and 303), had a relatively low 
pollination percentage irrespective of 
whether the tree was pruned or not,” he 
said. “Whilst those varieties that have lighter 
flowering (698 and 707) responded well to 
pruning with a higher pollination percentage.

“Obviously the pruned trees will have less 
fruit per tree due to less fruiting wood 
retained on the tree; however there is a 
better pollination percentage on those 
trees and the average fruit is significantly 
heavier.”

The trial will continue until harvest to 
determine the effect of pruning on average 
and total fruit weight at harvest and the 
effect on dried fruit weights.

Protecting pollination through hi-tech 
improvements to port surveillance

Hi-tech help is on its way for Australia’s 
honeybees, with researchers developing 
remote surveillance systems for the hives 
situated around Australia’s ports to catch 
foreign bees and pests.

The aim is to provide information to 
inspectors almost instantaneously, 
providing the opportunity to destroy the 
pests before they can get established and 
spread. 

The Australian honeybee industry is 
currently free from a number of potentially 
devastating pests and diseases thanks 
mainly to surveillance programs at sea 
ports.

These surveillance programs rely on using 
bait hives that are manually inspected for 
pests and diseases which is both costly 
and time consuming.

The research project is being funded by 
the Pollination Program and undertaken 
by the National Centre for Engineering in 
Agriculture (NCEA) based at the University 
of Southern Queensland.

The Pollination Program is run as a 
partnership between the Rural Industries 
Research and Development Corporation 
(RIRDC) and Horticulture Australia (HAL).

NCEA Team leader, Dr Cheryl McCarthy, 
says they’re looking at ways to utilise 
existing technology and develop new 
tools to enable the automated or remote 
detection of the arrival of a swarm of bees 
at a bait hive.

“This project aims to give the Australian 
honeybee and pollination industries the 
best possible chance of being prepared to 

identify, contain and control any pest and 
disease incursions.

“Remote sensing of beehives can also 
reduce the labour and direct transportation 
costs associated with manually inspecting 
bee pest surveillance sites. The timing of 
inspections is also likely to improve with 
more information to hand,” Dr McCarthy 
said. 

Dr McCarthy says the use of technology 
to sense the arrival of a swarm may be 
in the form of camera surveillance or by 
monitoring the weight or temperature of 
the hive remotely.

“There is also the added potential for 
any pest incursion to be diagnosed 
remotely through the proposed wireless 
transmission of hive data to an apiary 
inspector,” she said.
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practices and technologies in the world. 
Furthermore, we have recently released 
two new varieties which offer more 
consistent cropping and potentially 
greater returns.” 

Dried Fruits Australia Deputy Chair Allan 
Long’s presentation provided a clear 
update on just how far the industry has 
come in recent years with respect to new 
technologies and practices.

“High labour costs have driven the 
Australian dried grape industry to become 
one of the most efficient in the world,” he 
said. 

“We have been instrumental in 
developing and adopting harvesting and 
trellising systems that are suitable for 
mechanisation to overcome the problems 
of labour shortages, and more importantly 
rising costs. 

“Our research effort has continued to 
focus on developing new and improved 
varieties specifically for Australian 
conditions. Growers now have a wide 
range of varieties to choose from which 
not only perform better, but help extend 
the season and manage risks.”

Mr King said any investment in new 
plantings should be weighed up carefully. 
“This is a big financial commitment and 
growers need to make sure they have 
considered all the options.”

To help growers better understand the 
opportunity offered by the dried grape 
enterprise Dried Fruits Australia, in 
partnership with Horticulture Australia 
(HAL), commissioned Steve Chaffey 
to produce a software program that 
modelled management strategies and 
performance for an Australian dried grape 
enterprise.

The project will produce a product called 
BizMod for Dried Grapes which is an 
easy to use computer model that enables 
enterprise simulation. 

Mr Chaffey spoke at the outlook 
conference, demonstrating the potential 

The future for dried grape production is 
looking promising with demand exceeding 
the ability of the current industry to supply 
and strong price signals. 

Dried Fruits Australia is actively pursuing 
a strategy to highlight the positive outlook 
and in November hosted a special forum 
for invited representatives of the banking, 
accounting and real estate sectors. This 
was followed by a Special Dried Grape 
Outlook Conference in December which 
was open to all current and potential new 
growers. 

Dried Fruits Australia Chairman, Mark 
King said the industry had to protect the 
existing production base, but also attract 
new entrants if it was to remain viable.

“On a global scale, Australia is only a 
small player, producing less than 1% 
of the international crop. Our strategic 
planning has identified we need to 
increase the Australian crop size to 25-
30,000 metric tonnes by 2015/16 (about 
3% of world production) if we are to take 
advantage of our improved position.”

In his presentation Australian Premium 
Dried Fruits General Manager John Gray 
said demand for Australian dried grapes 
far exceeded supply. “Australia and New 
Zealand use over 50,000t of dried vine 
fruits annually, yet the intake from the 
Australian 2011 harvest was just over 
7,500t.

“We are encouraging growers to plant 
additional vines, in particular Sunmuscat 
and Sunglo, to assist their seasonal risk 
management and to produce consistent 
yields on a year-in year-out basis,” he 
said.

Sunbeam Foods General Manager for Fruit 
Supply Chris Ellis reiterated the positive 
message and the desire to process more 
fruit.

“The Australian industry can double its 
present productive capacity and not have 
any impact on the current strong pricing,” 
he said. “In fact, this is what we need to 
do.

“We are offering long term grower 
contracts, underwritten with minimum 
prices and have stated 2012 prices will be 
higher than 2011.”

Mr King said good prices were just one 
aspect of the promising future for the 
dried grape industry. 

“Our investment in research and 
development is beginning to pay 
dividends with some of the most efficient 

of the product. He said a small group of 
experienced growers in conjunction with 
Industry Development Officer John Hawtin 
had been guiding the development of the 
product and the project was now well 
advanced.

“The product allows people to test 
management strategies and performance 
of a range of variables and their effect 
on production, gross margins and 
longer-term (10 to 20 years) return on 
investment,” he said. 

“It will assist growers to test options and 
assumptions and to make more informed 
decisions about investment in, and 
management of a dried grape enterprise.”

Mr Chaffey said growers investing in any 
horticulture enterprise had a significant 
upfront investment to make and did not 
see a positive return on their investment 
for some years. “BizMod for Dried Grapes 
enables growers to test a range of areas 
planted and associated development 
costs, expected yields, the impact of 
different pricing contracts, operating 
costs and investment in machinery and 
equipment,” he said. 

“Conducting multiple simulations and 
asking ‘what if’ questions are a strong 
feature of the program.”

One of the factors limiting expansion 
and new plantings is the availability of 
water. Phil Grahame from the Sunraysia 
Water Exchange outlined some options 
that meant growers did not have to own 
permanent water entitlements. 

He said that in addition to buying 
temporary water, growers could sell their 
water and lease back their entitlement 
with investors seeking 8-9% return 
on their investment. Growers can also 
consider forward contracts for temporary 
water or possibly a mix of these options.

Mr King said the new water options were 
great for anyone considering expanding 
their operations as they did not have to tie 
up all their capital in water. 

“The forum for the finance and real 
estate sectors and the special conference 
for growers were a great success in 
communicating where the industry is 
heading,” he said. 

“Our industry knowhow is the best in 
the world, and when combined with 
reasonable seasonal conditions and 
greater profitability, there really is no 
better time to invest in dried grapes.”

Promoting improved outlook for 
dried grapes

“The industry has to 
protect the existing 

production base, but also 
attract new entrants if it 

is to remain viable.”
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New season showing 
promise of increased intake
The strong demand for high quality 
Australian dried grapes has had 
Australian Premium Dried Fruits 
working hard in recent months to 
increase its number of suppliers. 

General Manager John Gray said 
the new grading and pricing offer to 
growers had been favourably received 
by the industry stakeholders and 
should help to minimise the confusion 
for both growers and Australian 
Premium during the intake period.

“We are also very pleased to announce 
that a number of new suppliers have 
joined the team for the 2012 season,” 
he said.

“The Australian industry produced 
just over 7,500 tonnes of dried grapes 
last season due to the unfavourable 
seasonal conditions, yet Australia and 
New Zealand consume more than six 
times that amount.

“The extra suppliers will boost our 
output volume and help keep Australian 
fruit at the forefront of our customer’s 
mind.”

A major strategy in securing fruit 
supplies has been realised with 
Australian Premium’s part in the 
successful bid for the tender of Sunset 
Vineyards at Colignan. This has 
secured the supply of the fruit from the 
state-of-the-art 202 hectare (500 acre) 
sultana vineyard. 

Mr Gray said Sunset Vineyards had 
a proven record for supplying quality 
fruit. 

“We have taken fruit from the property 
for the last five years and were keen to 
continue that relationship,” he said.

“The tender was a very drawn out 
process and many hours of painstaking 
work was put in by Australian 
Premium. 

“The successful tender for the 
signature property and agreement to 
a long term supply agreement for the 
fruit is a major coup for us.”

Sunset Vineyards was established 
using the best practices in dried fruit 
production. The entire property is set 
up on Swingarm trellis, which is not 
only efficient, because it allows a high 
level of mechanisation, but allows good 
light penetration for crop fruitfulness. 

Mr Gray said Sunset Vineyards 
provided another great showcase for 
Australian Premium to impress its 
customers when visiting the region. 
It will drive the message home that 
Australian dried vine fruit is the best 
quality available in the world, he said.

To help make sure their suppliers 
remain at the forefront of the industry, 
Australian Premium will hold a field 
day for its growers in late January.  
The field day will be led by Ivan Shaw 
and will concentrate on the aspects 
of quality harvest practices. Growers 
signed up to supply in 2012 will 
receive more detail on the timing of the 
field day shortly.

Finally Mr Gray wished all growers a 
Merry Christmas and the best of luck 
this coming harvest.  

If you would like to find out more about 
the opportunities to join the Australian 
Premium team, please contact Mr Gray 
on Mobile: 0427 241 592, Factory: (03) 
5025 6210, Email: jgray@apdf.com.au

Australian Premium has secured the tender for Sunset vineyards.
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in turn allocate a registration number 
to properties that wish to export in the 
coming season. 

Both countries are now very concerned 
with traceability and the registration 
process enables them to trace export 
products back to individual properties 
should there be any issues in the 
receiving country. 

The table grape Industry Advisory 
Committee (IAC) and Board have agreed 
to conduct cold treatment verification 
trials this harvest. The trials will be 
conducted in Western Australia on 
Mediterranean fruit fly and will be 
overseen by Japanese inspectors. If the 
results are accepted by the Japanese, 
we will be one step closer to gaining 
market access to Japan. 

With an expectation of achieving access 
to Korea during 2012, Japanese access 
will mean Australia table grapes will 
have legal access to all Asian markets.

Promotion
The ATGA promotion campaign 
has commenced with PR activities 
happening in the major states. 

The early season harvest saw 
media articles in major and regional 
magazines and papers along with other 
promotional activities with the objective 
to increase the per capita consumption 
of grapes of the consumer. 

The theme of “Munch-A-Bunch-A-Grapes” 
is being reinforced this year and we 
have resumed the relationship with 
Libby Trickett,  our original table grape 
ambassador. 

Hopefully, Mrs Trickett will be as 
successful in her comeback swimming 
campaign as Geoff Huegill was last 
year.

Horticulture is 
not without its 
challenges and 
table grape 
growers are now 
facing additional 
hurdles as they 
prepare for, or 
commence, 
harvest. 

The suspension 
of dimethoate 

places some 
uncertainty around combating fruit fly 
and domestic market access issues, 
especially since there is no permanent 
replacement. Hopefully, a combined 
effort from a number of affected 
horticulture industries together with 
Horticulture Australia and maybe some 
chemical companies, research can 
be undertaken to find an acceptable 
suitable and effective replacement. 
However, the window of opportunity 
is short and work would need to 
commence very soon. 

The fruit fly situation in Sunraysia 
is improving after a lot of work by 
the Victorian Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) and local horticulture 
industries, particularly table grapes and 
citrus. 

At the time of writing, fruit fly detections 
have been minimal and nonexistent in 
some outbreak centres which will lead 
to reinstatement of those areas. If that 
happens it will allow airfreight of table 
grapes to New Zealand and Thailand, 
both very important export markets. 

Congratulations should go the Victorian 
DPI and to the Victorian Minister for 
Agriculture and Food Security Peter 
Walsh for his continued support for the 
fruit fly offensive. 

In April the Minister  launched a new 
campaign to eradicate Queensland fruit 
fly (QFF) in the Greater Sunraysia region 
and restore the region to domestic 
area freedom status. The campaign is 
worth millions of dollars and includes 
a promise to erect a roadblock on the 
main entrance into Sunraysia from 
the northern states. It will also aim to 
suppress the pest in other parts of the 
state where infestations are too large 
and occur more frequently.

Close to 100 growers have formally 
registered with the ATGA for export to 
China and Thailand. AQIS delegates the 
registration process to the ATGA, who 

Fruit fly still an issue for industry 
Board elections
At the recent ATGA Annual General 
Meeting, the Board elected Ang 
Panagiotaros as its new Chairman. After 
six years as Chairman, Nick Muraca 
withdrew his nomination for the position. 

Under Mr Muraca’s guidance the ATGA 
has grown to be a much respected 
member of the horticulture family, and 
is often requested to take the leading 
role in a number of issues involving 
other peak industry bodies. During his 
Chairmanship Mr Muraca has always 
presented himself in a professional 
manner as the face of the industry and 
always took a national approach to 
decision making, even if that decision 
was not to the benefit of his own 
backyard. 

From a Chief Executive’s point of view, 
Mr Muraca has always been very 
supportive. We worked well together 
and this certainly helped get the job 
completed and achieve the objectives of 
the ATGA. 

On behalf of the table grape industry 
I’d like to thank Mr Muraca for his time 
and efforts over the past six years and 
I am sure, as Mr Muraca is still a Board 
member, his valuable input will not be 
lost.

I’d like to congratulate Mr Panagiotaros 
on his new role. Mr Panagiotaros is 
a very well accomplished industry 
representative who I am sure will 
continue to represent the industry in a 
very professional manner.

He is a well respected table grape 
grower from Mildura who has been 
on the Sunraysia Table Grape Growers 
Committee for a number of years. He 
was a member of the First Mildura 
Irrigation Trust Board which in its 
existence was responsible for water 
allocation and entitlements to Mildura 
horticulturists.

I look forward to working with him.

David Smith, a Victorian industry Board 
member since the inception of the 
ATGA, did not seek nomination from 
the Robinvale and District Table Grape 
Growers Association. Mr Smith has 
been an influential Board member and 
was an active member of the market 
access committee. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Mr Smith for his contribution the 
Board and the table grape industry and 
wish him well for the future.

ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott

ATGA Chief Executive’s report

“In April the Minister 
launched a new 

campaign to eradicate 
Queensland fruit fly 
(QFF) in the Greater 

Sunraysia region and 
restore the region to 

domestic area freedom 
status.”
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A quirky new survey into Australians’ 
supermarket grazing habits has been 
used to launch the new Munch-A Bunch-A 
Grapes season with spectacular media 
coverage already in hand and more on the 
way.

The nationwide online Newspoll survey of 
1,200 Australians aged between 18 and 
64 showed consumers are munching their 
way through the fresh food aisles with 
almost half (46%) of respondents tasting 
food in the shop without paying.

Table grapes are number one on the menu 
(41%), highlighting how delicious they are 
to snack on, followed by cherries (23%), 
nuts (22%) and surprisingly, snow peas 
and green beans (12% each). 

It all boils down to ‘trying before you buy’ 
as the main reason to pick at food with a 
good majority, some 81%, claiming it helps 
them to decide if they want to take it home. 
Three-quarters of those surveyed also 
admitted to pinching food because they 
were curious about the taste, a third said 
they simply couldn’t resist, while three in 
10 said the tasty morsels were easy to 
grab and eat. 

It seems younger Aussies are the main 
culprits, with 18-34 year olds more likely 
than those aged 35-64 to sneak a bite.

Shoppers on the east coast (Victoria, New 
South Wales and Queensland) are the worst 
offenders with approximately half in each 
state owning up to nibbling in the aisles. 
People in South Australia/Northern Territory 
and Western Australia are the more honest 

features, recipes and news-bites are 
progressively rolling out through numerous 
magazines, newspapers and food blogs 
fuelling consumer awareness of the new 
season, the quality of this year’s produce, 
health benefits and snack-ability.

Phase two of the campaign kicks off in 
February to drive demand in peak season. 
It  capitalises on slimmed down, fighting fit 
Libby Trickett’s comeback for the London 
Olympics and includes her  Seven Day 
Grape Shape Healthy Eating Plan, an 
in-store promotion giving consumers the 
chance to win a trip for two to London and 
newspaper promotions offering day spa 
weekends as prizes.

The in-store promotion is focussed 
on active selling sessions in 500 
supermarkets with each store receiving 
one four hour session. The sampling and 
in-store competition will take place during 
the peak season across a six week period 
from the week commencing 6 February to 
the week commencing 12 March inclusive. 

In one of the retail chains, the sampling 
session will be complimented by in-store 
radio advertising utilising the Munch-A-
Bunch-A-Grapes jingle and Ms Trickett 
promoting the competition as well as 
shopperscapes, purpose-built advertising 
boxes mounted on a rigid frame, 
promoting table grapes.

lot with only three in ten and four in ten 
confessing to trying food respectively. 

Australian Table Grapes Association (ATGA) 
former Chairman, Nick Muraca, said he’s 
not surprised that grapes are the pick of 
the bunch because they really are the 
perfect snack. 

“We don’t mind if consumers taste a 
couple of grapes because we know they 
are irresistible, but if they go back for more 
without buying, that’s when it becomes 
stealing and our hardworking farmers and 
retailers lose out.”

Survey results were covered right 
throughout the country in November in 
metropolitan and regional newspapers, on 
radio and national news websites. 

Press has not been limited to the survey 
results, with exciting new recipes showing 
the versatility of Australian table grapes 
and vibrant features on growers starting to 
harvest also gaining coverage. In season 

This shopperscape with table grape creatives is ideally placed to connect with shoppers before they enter the Woolworths store 
and buy their groceries.

“The nationwide online 
Newspoll survey 

showed consumers are 
munching their way 

through the fresh food 
aisles.”
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New technologies pave way for 
Pomona grower 

chance to make a few dollars,” Daryl 
said.

“We carted the Bathurst Burrs 
out by the trailer load and started 
what’s been pretty much a program 
of continuous improvement to the 
property and the vines since,” he said.

The couple went on to buy another 
two neighboring blocks over the next 
13 years, and the small settlement 
north of Wentworth has been ideal 

Daryl Dawes was more familiar with 
horses than horticulture when he 
bought his first run-down dried fruit 
block at Pomona 26 years ago.

Wentworth-born Daryl had spent the 
early part of his working life on sheep 
and cattle stations in New South 
Wales and South Australia where he’d 
met his wife Cathryn, but the Pomona 
property caught the couple’s eye when 
they looked to move back closer to 
home.

The old vines were earmarked for 
removal, but Daryl saw an opportunity 
relatively quickly.

“Some of the vines were 80 years old, 
and measured about a foot around the 
trunk. Most only had one side alive, 
but they were still hanging in there,” 
he said.

“We’d planned to just pull them out 
and make horse paddocks, because 
we had horses and I was the Clerk-of 
the Course at the Wentworth races at 
the time. But then we could see the 

to raise four children, Meagan, Lisa, 
Simone and Travis.

“It certainly wasn’t easy, particularly 
in the early days when the block was 
only giving us supplementary income,” 
Daryl said.

“When the children were small 
Cathryn was a stay-at-home mum 
and I got off-farm income by cutting 
black box strainers and posts. I sold 
strainers to blockies in Robinvale, 
Griffith and Riverland by the semi-
load and that’s how we got the money 
together to buy the other blocks.”

But buying the last of the properties in 
1998 was only the beginning for Daryl 
and Cathryn.

“We set a goal to transfer the 
properties over to young grafted vines, 
and we basically did it as we could 
afford it. And we’re still doing it now,” 
he said.

The property is now made up of 
16 hectares (40 acres) of sultanas, 
(3.2ha) (8 acres) of Gordos and 2.4ha 
(6 acres) of Sunmuscat. A further 
2.4ha (6 acres) of bare ground will 
be redeveloped to H4 Sultanas in the 
future.

“It was a steep learning curve in the 
early days, but we stuck at it, and 
gradually we’ve improved the property 
to the point where all the vines are 
young and on grafted rootstock,” he 
said.

The major turning point in the 
property’s development came in 
2000 when the Pomona Irrigation 
Trust put in a pipeline system and a 
computerised water ordering program.

“That made it possible for the first 
time for us to move away from flood 
irrigation, and in 2001 we put in 
our own pressurised drip irrigation 
system. That’s allowed us to change 
all our irrigation from furrow to drips, 
and to apply fertiliser through the 
dripper line,” Daryl said.

“That whole system, although it was 
expensive to install, has been a huge 
saving both in time and money,” Daryl 
said.

“We went from using 180 megalitres a 
year on the block, back to about 80 or 
90 in a hot year. 

“When we had the channels we had 
In the early days Daryl cut black box strainers and posts to supplement farm 
income.

“We set a goal to 
transfer the properties 
over to young grafted 

vines, and we basically 
did it as we could 

afford it. And we’re still     
doing it now.”

Grower profile
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“You are saving on application costs 
that come with conventional fertiliser 
application and saving the vines the 
stress of damage to feeder roots.”

Daryl has put most 
of his sultanas and 
Sunmuscats on vertical 
trellis and says he’s a 
strong believer in the 
concept.

“I kept a close watch 
for four or five years 
on a patch of vertical 
trellis that M and M 
Vineyards had at the 
back of Lake Hawthorn 
before I began 
changing over to the 
trellis myself,” Daryl 
said.

“The vertical trellis 
was cheaper than the 
Swingarm to install 
initially, and you can 
harvest it with any 
harvester. But I also 

300-metre rows and it would take two 
days for the water to get to the end. 
Now the Enviroscan probes calculate 
the moisture requirements through a 
computerised system, and water can 
be applied when the vines need it, not 
just when the water is available. And 
compared to what used to take me 
seven days with the shovel, the whole 
job is done in 24 hours.

“With fertigation you are also saving 
in the sense that you don’t waste the 
fertiliser and trace elements because 
they go right to the roots.

think it’s easier to work, easier to 
maintain and the fruit dries evenly. 

“Some growers say it’s more prone 
to disease, but I’ve found if you keep 
the spray program up it’s relatively 
straightforward to stay on top of it.” 

Daryl said he was increasingly 
confident in the opportunities the 
dried fruit sector was presenting, 
but acknowledged success would 
depend increasingly on high-volume 
production.

“The two tonnes to the acre days are 
gone – we have to now be aiming for 
three as a standard,” he said.

“The reality is you probably need the 
new technology and techniques to be 
able to do that year in and year out, 
which is good if you can afford to do 
it, but pretty hard if you can’t.

“I think it’s the way of the future. If 
you can’t adopt those technologies 
things you will go backwards. You’ve 
got to cut costs, but you’ve got to 
spend before you get the savings and 
the results.

“I’ve got great confidence that if you 
can produce good tonnes and good 
quality then the rewards will be there.

“We’re finally getting 
acknowledgement that Australian fruit 
is, and has always been, the best in 
the world and hopefully the prices will 
stay up,” he said.

“You’ve got to cut 
costs, but you’ve got to 
spend before you get 
the savings and the 

results.”

An upgrading of Pomona’s irrigation supply allowed the 
Dawes to move away from flood irrigation and invest in  
a pressurised drip irrigation system. 
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have reliable workers that are there 
every day; and that’s the most important 
thing for us,” Mrs Pressler said. “If we 
can’t get our fruit picked, we can’t pack 
it, and we can’t sell it.”

Since joining the pilot, 2PH Farms has 
had the help of 81 Tongan seasonal 
workers, recruited to assist with pruning, 
picking and packing. 

The pilot is helping horticultural 
businesses like 2PH Farms find reliable 
labour that they can train and who can 
return to their property in following 
seasons. A reliable, increasingly 
experienced workforce can also assist 
in minimising losses due to damaged or 
improperly handled fruit.

The Pacific seasonal workers have 
set a new 
benchmark 
for 
productivity 
and 
behaviour 
according to 
the Presslers, 
and they are 
very happy 
to see them 
return each 
season for 
harvest. 

“As an 
organisation, 

In the past, sourcing and retaining quality 
labour was difficult to say the least. 
Tired of the constant struggle for labour, 
2PH Farms Directors, Craig and Bindi 
Pressler, turned their minds to alternative 
solutions. One such alternative was the 
Pacific Seasonal Worker Pilot Scheme.

Under the pilot, horticultural businesses 
unable to source enough suitable 
local Australian workers to meet their 
seasonal labour needs, can apply 
to access Pacific seasonal workers. 
These workers can perform a variety 
of horticulture related tasks, such as 
picking, pruning, thinning, packing 
and planting and provide growers and 
horticultural enterprises with a reliable, 
returning workforce. 

2PH Farms, located in Emerald, 
Queensland, is one of the largest 
privately owned citrus orchards in the 
Southern Hemisphere, but it’s not all 
about the citrus 2PH has 250 hectares 
dedicated to growing two varieties of 
table grapes, which, once harvested are 
enjoyed all around the country. 

Producing significant quantities of table 
grapes requires a commensurate amount 
of labour to pick, prune and plant vines.

In late 2010, 2PH Farms became an 
‘Approved Employer’, and by January 
2011, had their first seasonal workers on 
the ground. 

“The scheme is fantastic because we 

2PH Farms benefits from 
seasonal workers

we’ve certainly invested heavily in the 
program with accommodation, transport 
and the like,” Mr Pressler said.

Importantly, he recognises that the 
money Pacific seasonal workers earn 
in Australia can drastically improve the 
lives of their families and communities 
back home. “These workers pay their 
taxes in Australia, they benefit, we 
benefit, the growers benefit and their 
home countries benefit, so I would like 
to see the scheme continue beyond the 
projected pilot period.”

To find out more about the Pacific 
Seasonal Worker Pilot Scheme, call the 
Information Line on (02) 6240 5234, 
Email: seasonalworker@deewr.gov.au or 
visit the Pilot website: www.deewr.gov.
au/pswps.

High prices for early season WA grapes 
“Heavy rainfall in the catchment, 
flooding of the Gascoyne river and long 
periods of cloudy conditions has led to a 
considerably lighter crop in 2011.  

“This is a similar situation as occurred 
in 2000 where heavy rainfall in January 
and February was followed by cyclone 
Steve in March and led to extensive 
flooding.”

Mr Gordon said the management of vines 
for early harvest (early to mid November) 
in the region leads to reduced yields. 
However in a flood year this is often also 
the case on vines managed for later or 
more normal (December) harvest. 

“Growers have reported that some 
varieties are 75-80% down in yield 
compared to last season and this will 
have a flow-on effect on prices for 
consumers,” he said.

Eagerly awaiting the start of the table 
grape season, Western Australia’s 
consumers have had to pay a huge 
premium for fresh grapes.

ABC Rural reported a Kununurra 
supermarket was selling table grapes for 
$24.95 a kilogram in late November and 
metropolitan prices were still around the 
$16-$20 mark (Red Globe $15.98, Flame 
$17.98, White $19.98) as the first week 
in December drew to a close.

Department of Agriculture and Food, WA 
Senior Technical Officer - Table Grapes 
Colin Gordon said the high prices for 
table grapes harvested in Carnarvon in 
November and early December was due 
to low supplies.

“We are seeing the impact of the 
weather events in December 2010 and 
January and February 2011,” he said. 

The good news is that state legislation 
for minimum maturity standards has 
given consumers confidence to buy table 
grapes at these higher prices, knowing 
that the fruit will be sweet.

Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATAG) Jeff Scott said consumers had 
demonstrated once again that they were 
prepared to pay for quality fruit which 
was sweet.

“The Western Australian table grape 
industry sets a good example for 
industry in the other states to follow; 
provide produce that consumers prefer, 
and be rewarded with price and volume 
of sales.” 

The current ATGA maturity project 
is gradually gaining momentum for 
acceptance of a national quality standard 
to ensure all consumers can enjoy table 
grapes every time they purchase. 



Sunbeam is committed to purchasing, 
processing and marketing the high 
quality Australian dried fruit that makes 
our product different and sustains 
market premiums and grower prices. 

Field reports suggest that the 2012 
sultana crop on rootstocks is variable, 
but currants, raisins and Sunmuscat are 
developing well. All involved in the vine 
fruit industry are keenly awaiting what 
we hope is a harvest which defines the 
moment when the industry rebounded.

Tree fruit 
The 2012 tree fruit harvest is just 
starting and with a small apricot harvest 
expected both growers and Angas Park 
are hoping that quality will be high. 

Growers should have received the 2012 
pricing and newsletter which reflect 
that dried prices have remained steady. 

Growers need to be mindful of 
eliminating all potential contaminants 
from their cut fruit. It is important that 
fruit is cut in a regularly cleaned area 
and that all trays are kept clean. 

Like dried grapes, demand for dried tree 
fruit remains strong. Growers wanting 
to capitalise on this opportunity and 
plant new trees need to contact their 
local nursery with tree orders to ensure 
trees will be ready for planting next 
year.

Prunes 
The outlook for prunes remains 
challenging with the strong Australian 
dollar, low prices and seemingly 
sufficient supply to meet demand. 

Discussions will be held with growers 

Angas Park 100 years young!!
2011 is the Centenary Year for Angas 
Park Fruit Company, a remarkable 
achievement for an Australian food 
company! 

The birthday celebrations have allowed 
many former employees, suppliers, 
community members and customers to 
reconnect at the various activities held 
in Angaston.

All at Angas Park look forward to a 
prosperous future. 

The outlook for growing dried tree 
fruit remains positive with good water 
availability, strong and stable prices, 
new growing systems with much 
improved varieties, a premium brand 
in Angas Park and the availability of 
supply contracts offering secure pricing.

Ownership changes 
completed
As reported in the last edition Sunbeam 
and Angas Park’s owner, Manassen 
Foods, announced it had entered into 
a strategic partnership with one of the 
largest food groups in the world, Bright 
Food based in Shanghai, China. This 
has now been completed and Bright 
Food has acquired 75% of Manassen 
with 25% remaining with its current 
Australian owners.

This new partnership is expected to 
deliver major benefits and Bright Food 
and Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park will 
continue to partner with growers to 
supply dried fruit to local and export 
markets. 

Dried grapes 

There has been plenty of opportunity to 
hear and understand that the outlook 
for 2012 and beyond is very positive. 

World supply has plateaued at a time 
when demand is strong and growing.

Irrigation water is no longer either a 
cost or production concern.

Prices are high and are well above the 
cost of production.

Sunbeam is responding to this 
environment as it has to serve its 
diversified markets and to process 
greater tonnages than have been 
available in recent years. 

The company has acted to encourage 
both the industry recovery and 
expansion. Long term contracts are 
available that have base prices for 
each variety and grade and these base 
prices for the term are above the cost of 
production.

about how to best use promotions 
funds to keep customers purchasing 
Australian prunes in volumes that allow 
the Australian industry to be competitive 
and top of mind with local consumers. 

Field reports indicate growers are 
responding to clear messages and 
focusing on producing larger, higher 
quality sweeter prunes. The crop is 
developing in line with expectations 
and with a reasonable run with harvest 
weather Angas Park should market 
premium Australian prunes this season.

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park would like 
to finish off by wishing all growers of 
dried fruit a successful harvest.

Sunbeam and Angas Park dried fruit 
personnel for contact and assistance 
in using any of the recently released 
financial and development computer 
models.

Sunbeam and Angas Park Dried Fruit 
Contacts:

Chris Ellis, General Manager Fruit 
Supply: (03) 5051 4403    
or 0419 896 970

David Swain, Supply and Receivals 
Manager: (03) 5051 4402    
or 0407 834 044

Colin Farey, South Australia Fruit 
Supply: 0417 875 149

Alan Lister, Field Officer:   
0409 437 801

Gary Simpson: Field Officer:   
0429 960 234

Steve Barty, Field Officer South 
Australia: 0417 838 908
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Angaston gets a century 

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

Growers, former employees, community members and customers were invited to 
celebrate Angas Park’s centenary dinner in November.
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About 25 members of the dried tree 
fruit industry attended the annual 
conference and annual general 
meeting (AGM) held in November.

Andrew Doecke, a Specialist 
Agronomist with Omnia Nutriology 
was the guest speaker and did not 
disappoint.

He said that providing the correct 
amount of water to trees was essential 
for a good nutrition program to be 
of any use. It was also important to 
improve soil structure and check 
microbial levels and organic carbon as 
a good foundation before commencing 
a nutrition program.

Mr Doecke said the correct balance 
of the macro nutrients, in particular, 
Nitrogen, Phosphorous and Potassium 
(N,P,K) was the basis for a good 
program, however it was all about 
supplying crop needs and so it was 
crucial that the correct amount of trace 
and micro elements were available 
to the trees at various stages of fruit 
development.

Horticulture Australia (HAL) Industry 
Services Manager Rowena Norris 
presented an overview of the research 
and development projects facilitated 
by HAL and funded by grower levies 
and matched Commonwealth funds.

The apricot evaluation project has 
been extended for the remainder 
of this season thanks to the South 
Australia Research and Development 
Institute (SARDI) funding. 

A joint application from SARDI, and 
both the dried and fresh tree fruit 
industries has been submitted to HAL. 
If successful, the apricot evaluation 
project will continue for a further 
three years with a focus on the 
commercialisation of new varieties.

SARDI breeder Darren Graetz said he 
was currently evaluating a number of 
lines for their performance in a single 
pass harvests. There are still 4,663 
seedlings, 762 evaluation trees, and 
223 lines in the genetic collection to 
be evaluated.

Angas Park Fruit Company General 
Manger, Fruit Supply Chris Ellis 
summarised the 2010/11 season 
and gave an overview of the current 
market outlook.

At that stage an average crop was 
likely and growers could be buoyed 
by the fact there would be no water 
issues this season. He said 2012 
pricing will be similar to 2011 for 
dried fruit, with fresh prices still to be 
confirmed.

BizMod for Dried Apricots was 
launched at last year’s conference 
by software developer Steve Chaffey. 
This modelling tool enables existing 
growers and new entrants to assess 
the effects of investment and 
management options before making 
the final decision. 

Colin Farey from Angas Park 
demonstrated the program for 
conference participants and urged 
growers contemplating changing their 

Dried tree fruit industry members gathered for the annual conference and AGM.
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Jim Ellis retires

management of crops, or considering 
new plantings to contact him for a 
personal session.

Quality awards
This year’s winners of the 2011 
Dried Tree Fruit Quality Awards were 
announced at the forum. They are:

Apricots:

1st: RG Watts, Lyrup, SA

2nd: Chamelae Enterprises, Swan 
Reach, SA

3rd: Golden Crest Gardens, 
Blanchetown, SA

Peaches:

1st: GL & MJ Castle, Loxton, SA

2nd:  G & L Howieson, Koraleigh, NSW

3rd: D & L Schiller, Cadell, SA

Pears:

1st: JF & M & D Craker, Renmark, SA

2nd: Mexican Vale, Angaston, SA

3rd: E Erkekli, Renmark, SA

AGM resolutions
The conference was followed by the 
AGM where a number of more formal 
business matters were dealt with. A 
summary of resolutions carried at the 
AGM follows:

Finance: The AGM adopted the audited 
financial statements for Australian 
Dried Tree Fruits Inc. for the 12 month 
period ended 30 June 2011.

Elections: After several years of 
service to the industry Jim Ellis 
has retired from the Management 

Committee. He was replaced by 
fellow grower Tony Loffler, with 
Paul Wittwer re-elected as grower 
representative. They join fellow grower 
representatives Kris Werner and 
Rick Steicke; packer representatives 
Collin Farey and Peter Manning; and 
marketer representative Chris Ellis.

Fees: The AGM resolved that the 
grower membership fee for 2011/12 
remain unchanged at $30/tonne on 
all deliveries. The statutory research 
levy for 2012 crop also remained 
unchanged at $32/t on all deliveries.

Immediately following completion of 
the AGM, members moved outside to 
view the trial apricot blocks and to 
network with colleagues over a BBQ 
and drinks.

Jim Ellis has retired from the 
Australian Dried Tree Fruits 
Management Committee after 14 
years of service.

Mr Ellis is as passionate about 
tree fruits as he was 45 years ago 
when he purchased his first orchard 
and vineyard at Angaston in South 
Australia, but at almost 74 years of 
age, it is time to step back and enjoy 
what life has to offer.

After leaving school at 15, Mr Ellis 
worked on his father’s property for 
seven years where they grew stone 
fruit, pears, currants and wine grapes. 
When the family farm was sold, he 
worked for CB Robin, a local grower, 
and the local cement company. 

But with a fervour for fruit trees, 
Mr Ellis bought a small property in 
1966 as a ‘hobby’ after work. He 
gradually increased his land holdings 
and began growing a mix of tree 
fruit varieties for the fresh and dried 
markets.

Colin Farey said as a tree fruit buyer 
for Angas Park he had dealt with Jim 
and his family since 1975. “I have 
found him to be very approachable 

and more than willing to impart his 
vast knowledge of the industry to 
anyone wanting to learn about fruit 
growing and drying.

“I would like to wish Jim and his wife 
Margaret all the best for the future 

from myself and everyone at Angas 
Park,” Mr Farey said.

Mr Ellis was always an eager 
industry member and participated 
in the apricot clonal trials with 
the Department of Agriculture’s 
horticultural adviser in the Barossa 
Valley. 

He was a Director of the Angaston 
Fruit Growers Co-op for 14 years 
and Chairman of the Board for seven 
years until the Co-op closed in 1998.

He was a member of the South 
Australian Dried Fruits Board for a 
couple of years and was instrumental 
in its transition to the South Australian 
Dried Tree Fruits Association in 1999 
and later to the Australian Dried Tree 
Fruits Inc in 2011.

Current Chairman Kris Werner said 
it had been both an honour and a 
privilege to work with and alongside 
Mr Ellis. “Jim will be missed greatly 
and I wish him all the best for the 
future,” he said. 

“On behalf of our grower base I 
sincerely thank Jim for all his time 
and enthusiasm.”

Jim Ellis was a keen participant in 
industry events.

Apricot Evaluation Project application
The fresh and dried apricot 
industries have submitted a joint 
funding application to Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) for a three year 
project entitled “Selecting and 
releasing to industry high quality 
fresh and dried Australian apricots 
for the export and domestic 
markets”. 

The project has been developed 

specifically to complete the 

evaluation of 4,500 apricot seedlings 

produced by SARDI from crosses 

made in 2007 and 2008. It aims 

to evaluate and commercialise the 

seedling resources of SARDI’s 28 

year old apricot breeding program. 

SARDI has agreed to continue 
evaluating during the current 
2011/12 season, with this project 
taking responsibility in 2012/13. 
The industries believe that a unique 
opportunity exists to identify and 
release new and superior dried and 
fresh apricot cultivars.
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The 2011 International Seedless 
Dried Grape Producing Countries 
Conference was recently held in 
Viña del Mar, Chile to exchange 
information about world production 
and markets.

An Australian delegation consisting 
of Dried Fruits Australia Chief 
Executive Phil Chidgzey, Chairman, 
Mark King, Deputy Chair Allan Long, 
and Industry Advisory Committee 
Chair Tony Martin, met with industry 
representatives from Argentina, Chile, 
Peru, South Africa, Turkey and the 
United States.

Regional Secretary of the Ministry of 
Agriculture of Chile, Francisco Javier 
Vial Lira welcomed delegates and 
officially opened the conference.

Conference delegates considered 
world supply and demand conditions 
and noted that production of seedless 
dried grapes from the Sultana / 
Natural Seedless Raisins varieties 
was virtually unchanged from the 
previous year (Table 1).

Figures were down for Australia and 
Mr King made a special presentation 

on the adverse impacts of unseasonal 
rain events during the 2010/11 
season on the Australian crop. 

South Africa also saw a significant 
reduction in total dried grape 
production in 2011, due to the 
impacts of flooding. Total production 
fell from more than 50,000 tonnes in 
2010 to about 26,150t in 2011. The 
area planted to sultana has dropped 
from over 7,800 hectares in 2006 to 
less than 7,200ha in 2010 as growers 
continue to convert their vineyards to 
other seedless varieties. 

Elsewhere in the Southern 
Hemisphere, Argentina is a country 
to keep a keen eye on with respect 
to grape production. However, of the 
2,700 million kilograms of grapes 
produced, only 3% are raisins.

San Juan is the 
most diversified 
province in 
respect to 
viticulture and 
with 5,742ha 
planted to raisins 
represents more 
than 90% of the 
total national 
raisins production.

What makes 
Argentina 
interesting is the 
rapid growth in 

Conference shows global 
supplies steady

exports. About 80% of the crop is 
exported, with the domestic market 
consuming about 7,000t. The export 
market has been growing steadily, 
with an average tonnage increase 
of 27% per year from 2000 to 2011 
and as quality improves, value has 
increased on average by 51% each 
year.

Turkey reported no change in 
production area; in fact production 
had been stable since 2007 and was 
currently 84,972ha. However, their 
carryover was expected to almost 
halve from 12,825t in 2010/11 to 
6774t in 2011/12.

US delegates reported a significant 
reduction in carryover stocks in 
recent years, from high of 244,324t 
in 2001 to 74,991t in 2010 and 

Country Carryover Estimated 
production  

Total 
available 
product 

Domestic 
consumption 

Available 
for export 

Planned 
carryover 

Greece* 0 5,000 5,000 4,000 1,000 0 
Iran* 0 135,000 135,000 20,000 115,000 0 
Turkey 12,825 268,949 281,774 50,000 231,774 0 
United 
States 

74,218 269,860 344,078 167,313 176,765 74,218 

India* 0 135,000 135,000 130,000 5,000 0 
Uzbekistan* 0 25,000 25,000 4,000 21,000 0 
China* 0 120,000 120,000 105,000 15,000 0 
Argentina 2,000 40,000 42,000 7,000 35,000 2,000 
Australia 0 5,200 5,200 4,500 700 0 
Chile 0 62,153 62,153 8,000 54,153 0 
South Africa 6,000 19,150 25,150 8,000 17,150 1,500 
Total 95,043 1,085,312 1,180,355 507,813 672,542 77,718 

* Non-attending countries, estimates only. 
 

 
 

Table 1: Global production and sale of sultana and raisins (All 
figures metric tonnes packed weight)

Delegates visited Chile’s grape production areas including the Casablanca Valley in the shadow of the Andes.
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Signage at the start of each patch on this large vineyard 
clearly identifies what is growing within the patch and when 
it was planted.

100,187t in 2011. This follows a 
drop in dried fruit acreage from 
113,120 ha (280,000 acres) in 2001 
to 84,436ha (209,000 acres) in 2010 
and 2011.

As a result of the improved market 
position California has not put a 
diversion program in place and all 
varieties are declared 100% free 
tonnage.

Globally, the estimated physical 
stocks at the end of next season 
(31/08/2012) would be reduced to 
only 92,492t, with 74,218t being 
the planned carry-out of California, 
1,500t out of South Africa and 2,000t 
out of Argentina. The estimate of 
surplus stocks over forecast sales and 
carryover stocks was only 14,774t 
(Table 1).

Conference delegates concluded that 
this estimate of surplus suggests that 
world supply position was adequate 
to meet market requirements. 

With regard to the supply situation 
for currants it was noted that the 
recent trend of smaller Greek crops 
had continued and world production 
was likely to be 28,000t compared to 

 
Country Golden Sultanas Currants 

  Carryover Estimated 
production  

Total 
available 
product 

Carryover Estimated 
production  

Total 
available 
product 

Greece 0 0 0 0 22,000 22,000 
Iran 0 20,000 20,000 0 0 0 
United 
States 

3,411 15,114 18,525 1,520 2,591 4,111 

India 0 18,000 18,000 0 0 0 
Argentina 0 500 500 0 0 0 
Australia 0 0 0 0 1,200 1,200 
Chile 0 9,325 9,325 0 0 0 
South Africa 2,000 7,000 9,000 0 2,500 2,500 
Total 5,411 69,939 75,350 1,520 28,291 29,811 

 

 

Table 2. Global production of Golden sultanas and currants (All 
figures metric tonnes packed weight).

30,000t produced 
last year (Table 2). 

The other currant 
producing nations, 
including the US, 
South Africa and 
Australia, reported 
that similar 
production levels 
could be expected 
in 2012. With 
the California 
carry-over stocks 
of 2,591t, total 
currant supply 
was forecast to be 
28,291t which is 
slightly lower than 
2010/11 season.

Frank Zwerts from 
the company Visys 
Sorting NV spoke 
about screening/
sorting of dried 
grapes. He said there was general 
acceptance that optical sorting had 
surpassed human sorting and double 
sided inspection was advised for 
detecting embedded capstems or 

sticky stones.

There’s no single-
technology for 
every challenge 
and most leading 
processors have 
implemented 
multiple laser and 
X-ray in cascade 
to ensure a 
thorough job, he 
said.

The quest to 
substantiate 

Vineyards in Copiapó in the north of the country utilise as 
much of the flat fertile area as possible with vines planted 
right up to the stoney crags.

claims that eating dried grapes 
contributes to a healthier lifestyle and 
prevents disease continues as the 
commodity searches for a marketing 
edge. The US has been proactive in 
this area and has a range of research 
projects in place looking at Glycemic 
Index (GI) and insulin response 
of raisins; the effect of raisins 
on cardiovascular health, cancer 
protection, oral health, satiety/weight 
management and sports nutrition. 

Next year’s conference will be held 
in Cape Town in late October 2012, 
immediately following the SIAL 
Trade Fair. In addition to this year’s 
attendees, invitations will be extended 
to India, China and Uzbekistan.
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The demise of Clyne Foods has left many 
growers feeling frustrated and annoyed 
after enduring several years of drought 
and last year’s floods and disease 
outbreaks.

A major concern relates to offering support 
to affected growers, so that they can get 
through to produce another crop in 2012

To help inform growers during this difficult 
time Dried Fruits Australia organised 
a special information meeting on 6 
December. 

Dried Fruits Australia Deputy Chair Allan 
Long said the meeting was well attended 
with about 90-100 people in attendance; 
many of these were affected growers.

SV Partners has been appointed receivers 
and managers (in liquidation) and provided 
a summary document for circulation to 
those present that covered a number of 

basic questions and answers which are 
reprinted in the box story.

The audience was advised that there was 
every indication that affected growers 
were unlikely to get paid for their fruit 
deliveries. Mr Long chaired the meeting 
and made it clear that the meeting was 
not intended to ‘bash’ Clynes, but rather an 
opportunity to hear what assistance may 
be available to growers.

Centerlink, the Rural Financial Counselling 
Service, Mildura Rural City Council, Mallee 
Family Care, the Flood Recovery officer 
and Sunraysia Community Health made 
presentations and staff were available to 
talk to affected growers after the meeting.

Mr Long warned growers not to ‘self-
assess’ when it came to eligibility for 
assessment and to make an appointment 
to see the Rural Financial Counselling 
Service as a first port of call.

Board News

Clyne Foods collapse – growers briefed 
on assistance and support

Information from Lower-Murray Water and 
the Rural Finance Corporation was also 
circulated.

During discussion at the end of the 
meeting, several issues were discussed 
including: 
■ The need to review current payment 

arrangements for dried fruit and urging 
processors to consider making a cash 
payment option available; and

■ The need to review current contract 
provisions relating to change of 
ownership so that growers retain title 
until fruit is paid for.

Dried Fruits Australia undertook to consider 
these matters as requested, with processor 
members, as a matter of urgency.

Mr Long said initially affected growers 
were disadvantaged by the lack of 
communication about Clynes’ collapse, but 
now there was a better understanding.

Information sheet for growers
Clyne Foods Pty Ltd (receivers and managers appointed) (in liquidation)

1. Do growers have to register an 
interest with SVP Partners?

No, SV Partners now have a full list of 
creditors which includes all growers.

2. What is the process going forward 
from now in liquidating Clyne Foods?

The liquidator’s role is to:
■ Collect, protect and realise the 

company’s residual assets, if any after 
the receivership process;

■ Investigate and report to creditors 
about the company’s affairs, including 
any unfair preferences which may 
be recoverable, any uncommercial 
transactions which may be set aside, 
and any possible claims against the 
company’s officers;

■ Enquire into the failure of the company 
and possible offences by people 
involved with the company and 
report to the Australian Securities and 
Investments Commission (“ASIC”);

■ After payment of the costs of the 
liquidation out of surplus funds, if any, 
and subject to the rights of any secured 
creditor, distribute the proceeds of 
realisation - first to priority creditors, 
including employees, and then to 
unsecured creditors; and

■ Apply for deregistration of the company 
on completion of the liquidation.

3. What is the likely time frame for 
growers to see a result?

This will be dependent on the outcome 
of the Receivership process and any 
successful recoveries made by us during 
the course of the liquidation.

4. Where do growers sit in relation to 
other creditors?

Growers sit as an unsecured creditor 
in the administration. If there are funds 
left over after payment of the costs of 
the liquidation, and payments to other 
priority creditors, including employees, 
the liquidator will pay these to unsecured 
creditors as a dividend. Generally, the 
order in which funds are distributed is:

■ Costs and expenses of the liquidation, 
including liquidators’ approved fees;

■ Outstanding employee wages and 
superannuation;

■ Outstanding employee leave of absence 
(including annual leave, sick leave - 
where applicable - and long service 
leave);

■ Employee retrenchment pay; and

■ Unsecured creditors.

Each category is paid in full before 
the next category is paid. If there are 
insufficient funds to pay a category in full, 
the available funds are paid on a pro rata 

basis (and the next category or categories 
will be paid nothing).

5. Will all growers be treated equally?

All growers will be treated equally as an 
unsecured creditor in the liquidation.

6. Is there anything else that a grower 
needs to do in this process?

All growers should collate and keep any 
supporting documentation to substantiate 
their claim in the liquidation. Should there 
be a distribution to creditors, SV Partners 
will write to creditors and request them 
to fill in a Formal Proof of Debt form and 
provide all supporting documentation in 
respect of their claim.

7. How and when will growers be 
notified of how things are progressing?

Growers will be notified by mail, should 
there be an update in the liquidation. 
The Corporations Act 2001 also requires 
for a meeting of creditors be convened 
or for a report to be lodged with ASIC at 
the anniversary date of the liquidators’ 
appointment. Growers will be provided 
with notice in either instance.

For further information on external 
administrations and creditors rights in 
the event of insolvency please refer to the 
ASIC website at http://www.asic.gov.au/
insolvencyinfosheets.
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There’s 
nothing 

like sharing 
firsthand 

experience 
to help others 

learn, and this 
has been a key extension tool used by 
Dried Fruits Australia.

Dried grape growers have been 
challenged by poor fruit set in Carina 
and berry shatter in Sunmuscat and 
significant research and development 
funds from industry and Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) have been spent over 
the years to better manage these 
problems.

To help growers adopt the research 
findings a Carina field walk was held 
on 24 October at Ashley Johnstone’s 
property at Irymple just prior to the 
time for applying Cycocel as a split 
application spray. In discussion 
growers shared what methods they 
used to set their Carinas and the 
results that have been achieved.

A follow up field walk was held on 14 
December where growers visited a 
number of properties and observed the 
results of both split and single spraying 
with Cycocel and Gibberellic Acid (GA).

Shatter in Sunmuscat has been an 
ongoing problem for the growers of 
this variety and research has been 
undertaken by CSIRO and more 
recently the Department of Primary 
Industries, Victoria (DPI).

Cycocel has been trialed as a chemical 
and cost effective substitute for 
sintering to promote a better set and 
reduce shatter.

The results of this year’s trials at the 
DPI’s Sunmuscat patch were shown to 
a number of growers where treatments 
included: different chemical rates, 
timing of application and micronutrient 
applications.

New varieties field walk
Many growers are investigating 
planting new sultana type varieties 
to spread the work load over harvest 
and as risk management against 
minimising rain damage.

Cardross grower and Dried Fruits 
Australia Deputy Chairman Allan Long 
has planted most of the known sultana 
type alternatives in an observation 
trial plot. All the vines are grafted 

onto Ramsay 
and Paulson 
rootstocks 
and grown 
on Swingarm 
trellis.

Last year a 
group of about 
30 growers 
attended a 
field walk to 
look at these 
vines and 
were informed 
of their 
advantages 
and 
disadvantages 
for dried grape 
production.

The Red Cliffs branch will host another 
field walk on Mr Long’s property on 
Sunday 8 January 2012, commencing 
10:00am at the corner of Westcliffs 
Avenue and Ropers Road, Cardross.

All growers are again invited to attend 
the field walk and view these plantings. 
It is a great opportunity to see how 
these varieties are performing on the 
same soil type and under the same 
management practices.

Approved Supplier 
accreditation
As part of the industry’s quality 
assurance program, growers should 
be accredited as an Approved Supplier 
to meet the processor’s requirements 
of food quality assurance for their 
customers. 

Growers who are not approved 
suppliers are penalised. In 2011 the 
penalty was $50 per tonne and in 2012 
a similar penalty will be applied.  

To be accredited as an Approved 
Supplier, growers must have 
successfully completed the Dried 
Grape Approved Supplier Program 
(DGASP) and ChemCert training and 
must submit a spray diary and have 
been audited by a processor field 
representative. 

Any grower requiring training for 
DGASP can contact Dried Fruits 
Australia by phone on (03) 5023 5174 
to make arrangements to do this 
course.

Growers requiring either a full course 
or refresher for ChemCert can contact 
either the Sunraysia Institute of TAFE 

Drying for profit activities

Field walks fuel grower thinking 

Allan Long explains the benefits of one of his trial varieties to the 
group of interested growers at last year’s field walk.

or the Mildura and District Education 
Centre (MADEC) to register.

Trellis drying contractors
If you are trellis drying and do not 
have the specialist equipment such 
as a wetting machine, harvester and 
dehydrator, the use of contractors is an 
option to consider. 

Because the timing of the use of 
wetting machines and harvesting 
is critical, and a limited window of 
opportunity exists, it is important that 
early arrangements are made with 
contractors.  

These arrangements need to be 
made early to maximise the grade 
potential of the crop and also to help 
reduce frustration and disappointment 
when contractors can’t work on your 
property when required because the 
arrangements are too late. 

It is also important to keep 
communicating with your chosen 
contractor and provide updates on the 
progress of maturities or dryness of 
your fruit to enable the contractor to fit 
your property into his schedule to suit 
both parties. 

Dried Fruits Australia has a list of 
contractors for all the tasks associated 
with trellis drying. Growers  planning to 
undertake trellis drying contract work 
should contact Dried Fruits Australia to 
be included on the list.

2012 harvest
Dried Fruits Australia wishes all 
growers a trouble free and easy 
harvest and hopes that good crops 
of quality fruit are produced to take 
advantage of the better prices offered 
this season.
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Health and wellbeing inspires industry 
leaders at HAL forum

Horticulture Australia (HAL) update

HAL Industry  
Services Manager,  
Rowena Norris

for Food Integrity. Rabobank Senior Analyst 
for the Food, Wine & Horticulture sector, 
Marc Soccio, provided an update on global 
trade and Australian consumer trends in the 
retail sector. 

Choice magazine Head of Campaign’s, 
Matthew Levey provided an insightful 
update to the concerns of today’s consumer 
when purchasing fresh produce, and 
their recent campaign towards better 
for labelling in Australia. This included 
supermarket’s providing more health 
and nutrition labelling, accurate country 
of origin labelling, and advocacy for 
the establishment of a supermarket 
ombudsman to ensure fairness across the 
supply chain.

The first day finished with a round-table 
panel discussion led by News Magazines 
Chief Executive Officer, Sandra Hook. The 
purpose of this session was to connect 
industry leaders with those actively working 
in the fresh produce sector and connecting 
regularly with consumers, and have an 
open discussion about growing trends with 
consumers, their growing demands for 
fresh produce and wanting to know more 
about where their food comes from. The 
panel was represented by members from 
the hospitality, food media, and social media 
sectors.

Awards
The first day concluded with a formal 
dinner to celebrate the winners of the 2011 
Graham Gregory and Young Leader Awards. 
Horticulture’s most prestigious award, 
the Graham Gregory award recognises 
outstanding achievements in all sectors 
of horticulture, and was presented to Buz 
Green, Executive Chairman of Serve-Ag Pty 
Ltd in Tasmania. 

The Young Leader award recognises 
leadership within the horticulture industry 
and this year was presented to Andrew 
Flavell, who is a member of his family 
orchard business Flavell Fruit Sales in 
Forest Range, South Australia. 

Long standing member of the horticulture 
community, Bob Granger also received 
recognition from HAL for his service to the 
industry and contributions via a number of 
Industry Advisory Committee (IAC) Chair 
positions he currently maintains.

The second day saw presentations by 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry (DAFF) and the Council of Rural 
Research and Development Corporations 
Chairs, with the forum concluding with the 
HAL 2011 Annual General Meeting and 
closed Members meeting.

him to making the documentary-style film 
aptly titled Fat, Sick and Nearly Dead. 

Mr Cross has since changed his eating and 
lifestyle habits and this has lead to massive 
improvements with not only his waistline, 
but also his health. 

He has taken these messages to the United 
States and is now a fierce advocate for the 
consumption of fruit, vegetables and nuts 
and for individuals looking to improve their 
health and wellbeing. For further information 
on the Reboot Your Life program, visit www.
fatsickandnearlydead.com

In keeping with the trend of healthy eating 
and the importance of fruit, vegetables 
and nuts, forum participants were treated 
to freshly juiced fruit and vegetable 
combinations – although personally 
I recommend steering clear of those 
including cucumber!

Social media
Business ‘futurist’ Morris Miselowski led 
the following session with an interactive 
workshop designed to get participants 
thinking outside the square in the area of 
social media. The room was divided into six 
groups, each with individual scenarios but 
following the same theme of “what social 
media will you be using in the year 2015 
to communicate with your consumers and 
growers?” 

Members agreed that social media was 
an area yet to be heavily exploited by 
the horticulture and agricultural sectors 
here in Australia, and there were many 

possibilities for reaching 
a new, broader suite of 
consumers.  

Business sector
The afternoon saw 
presentations from 
the business sector, 
including Rabobank, 
Choice and the Centre 

Horticulture 
industry leaders 
came together 
in Sydney during 
November for the 
annual Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) 
Industry Forum 
and AGM. The 
event, held at 
the Sheraton on 
the Park, was 
well received by 
members with 

approximately 135 industry guests in 
attendance representing the majority of 
Australia’s leading horticultural industries. 

Industry participants received interactive 
presentations and workshops by 
filmmakers, futurists and industry experts, 
providing valuable insight into topics such 
as social media, marketing and skills 
development in horticulture. 

The role that produce plays in the media 
was also examined in a facilitator-led panel 
discussion with Australia’s leading ‘foodies’.

Australian business investor and 
entrepreneur, Joe Cross spoke candidly 
to the audience about his life as a ‘fat, 
sick and nearly dead businessman’ going 
through the daily motions of eating himself 
into an early grave, whilst suffering from 
a number of weight-related illnesses. It 
was his decision to turn his life around and 
‘reboot’ his life by juicing and consuming 
fruit and vegetables for 60 days that lead 

Above: Fresh juices from Joe Cross’ 
Reboot your Life program were 
available to industry members during 
the morning tea break.

Right: Joe Cross, Chairman and CEO of 
Reboot Media, as well as Co-Director, 
Executive Producer of feature film Fat, 
Sick & Nearly Dead.
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Plant Health Australia (PHA) is pleased 
to welcome two new Directors to the 
Board following Member endorsement at 
the 11th PHA Annual General Meeting in 
Canberra on 16 November. 

PHA Members voted unanimously to 
accept the recommendations of the PHA 
Board Selection Committee to appoint 
Eoin Wallis and Malcolm Finlayson. 

Mr Wallis has an extensive background 
in agricultural management including 
work at the University of Queensland 
where he was involved in crop agronomy 
and management of the Food Legume 
and Oilseeds Research Program for 
the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research. He is currently 
Chief Executive Officer of BSES Limited, 
the principal provider of research, 
development and extension to the 
Australian sugarcane industry. 

Mr Finlayson is an accountant with 
extensive experience as a Chief Financial 

Officer for a range 
of large agricultural 
companies. He 
currently runs his 
own consultancy firm, 
Finesse Solutions Pty 
Ltd, and was the Chief 
Operating Officer – 
Trading for ABB Grain 
Ltd. He is a Director of 
PentAG Commodities 
Pty Ltd and Grain Trade 
Australia Ltd. Mr Wallis 
and Mr Finlayson 
replace outgoing 
Directors Xavier Martin 
who has been a Director of PHA since 
April 2000 and Dr Glen Kyle who has been 
a Director since October 2007. 

PHA Chairman, Dr Tony Gregson, thanked 
both outgoing Directors, acknowledging 
the valuable contribution they made to the 
protection of Australia’s plant industries 

New directors for Plant Health Australia 

Plant Health Australia

Eoin Wallis. Malcolm Finlayson.

during their tenure on the PHA Board. Dr 

Gregson wished them both all the best in 

their future endeavours. 

Current PHA directors Dr Tony Gregson 

and Selwyn Snell were reappointed at the 

meeting for another four-year term.

National Plant Biosecurity Diagnostic Network Progresses
Fast and accurate diagnosis underpins 
so much biosecurity activity. It is 
essential in the event of a plant 
pest incursion: for early detection, 
determining the magnitude of an 
incursion and in developing and carrying 
out an appropriate response. Everyday 
management practices involved in the 
production and trade of plant products 
also rely on diagnostic capacity. 

Nationally, diagnostic services are 
available in around 70 locations and 
delivered by a variety of agencies 
including government, private 
commercial organisations, CSIRO, 
museums and universities. The 
National Plant Biosecurity Diagnostic 
Network (NPBDN), driven through the 
Subcommittee on Plant Health Diagnostic 
Standards (SPHDS), brings together all 
of this expertise with a view to forming a 
nationally integrated diagnostic network. 
Collaboration efforts are being assisted 
through a dedicated and secure NPBDN 
online community space moderated by 
SPHDS and hosted by the Australian 
Biosecurity Intelligence Network.

The potential benefits of this 
collaboration are great. In addition to 
increased effectiveness and efficiency, 
a national network of diagnosticians 
will allow roles and responsibilities to 
be allocated in a coordinated manner, 

drawing on regional expertise in specific 
types of pests.

The idea for a national network of plant 
diagnosticians is not new. Nonetheless, 
the National Plant Biosecurity Strategy’s 
call for a nationally integrated diagnostic 
network has added impetus to the 
early work of Plant Health Australia and 
the SPHDS. With funding support from 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry (DAFF), Plant Health Australia 
and SPHDS were able to bring all the key 
players together at a workshop in June 
2011 to secure their ongoing participation. 
This was a defining moment in turning the 
idea into a reality.

Lois Ransom, Chief Plant Protection 
Officer at DAFF, says that building a 
formal network across jurisdictions is an 
important part of ensuring that Australia’s 
plant diagnostic capacity and capability 
continues to evolve.

“SPHDS has been working hard at 
building a more formal diagnostic network 
and the early signs of its operation are 
evident,” Ms Ransom said.

“The diagnostic network has the potential 
to deliver many benefits by maximising 
the flow of diagnostic data and use of 
resources. It is identified as a key action 
for diagnostics in the National Plant 
Biosecurity Strategy and I look forward to 
seeing it progress.”

The network has already proved 

beneficial. Over the past six months 

developments include:

■ Enhanced networking of participants 

through new workshops.

■ Key actions being included in 

participants’ work plans.

■ Commencing a laboratory accreditation 

scheme in over half of the jurisdictions.

■ Smoother movement of specimens 

between labs.

■ Drafting a process for the import of 

diagnostic control samples.

■ Creation of a discussion forum of 

diagnostic capacity.

■ Further integration of reference 

collections.

■ Increased National Diagnostic Protocol 

development.

SPHDS would like to thank the individuals 

and organisations who have contributed 

to these achievements. As members of 

the network, SPHDS will continue to guide 

its implementation, together with related 

recommendations of the National Plant 

Biosecurity Strategy, and keep members 

informed of progress.
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Draft Murray Darling Basin Plan
The Draft Basin Plan released by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority in late 

November has very few surprises. Below is a quick-fire summary of the principal 
points of interest in the Draft Plan and its supporting documents put together by the 

Murray Valley Winegrowers Inc.

Water outlook

The new Plan Draft vs the 
2010 Guide
The new figure for recovery of water 
for the environment of 2,750 gigalitres 
is 50GL less than expected, but almost 
unchanged for the Southern Basin, 
where there is only 7GL less water to 
be clawed back for the environment 
under the new Draft Plan. The Southern 
Basin will return most of it - a total 
of 2,360GL, principally from the 
Murrumbidgee, Goulburn, Murray and 
Lower Darling. In other words the 
impact of the plan will be the same in 
total water recovery terms.

Local vs downstream
The clawbacks fall into two categories – 
Local or In-Valley Reductions - which are 
aimed at watering local environmental 
sites and improving the general health 
of the River eco-systems in those 
valleys, and Shared or Downstream 
Reductions, which are aimed at end-of-
system flows; that is keeping the Murray 
Mouth open through fresh water flows 
nine years out of 10 to flush salt and 
nutrients out to sea.

Southern Basin figures
In the Southern Basin 1,389GL will be 
clawed back for In-Valley needs and 
971GL for Downstream needs. While 
there has been some commentary 

about the fact that the locations where 
the 971GL Downstream requirement 
will be drawn from are unknown, if 
these shared reductions are allocated 
according to each section of the Basin’s 
share of current diversions, the implied 
quantities with the prospect of affecting 
our region are:

• NSW Murray 209GL

• Lower Darling 7GL

• Victorian Murray 201GL

The difficulty is that with the exception 
of the Lower Darling the two state 
Murray regional classifications cover 
hundreds of kilometres of irrigation 
districts along either side of the Murray. 
It is almost impossible to estimate 
how much water currently used for 
horticulture may be traded out of the 
Murray-Darling and Swan Hill regions 
between now and 2019. However 
a moderate recovery in horticulture 
commodity prices and the still growing 
needs of the almond plantings in the 
region may even see the net import of 
water into horticulture production in the 
valley.

Grape growing regions 
vulnerable
Nevertheless, the socio-economic 
studies that support the Draft Plan have 
singled out a number of Murray River 

dependant areas that are largely reliant 
on irrigated horticulture (and largely on 
wine grape production) as vulnerable 
to the impact of water recovery – Red 
Cliffs and Merbein, and the Riverland 
districts in South Australia. 

Mildura and Robinvale are considered 
more economically resilient due to 
rising incomes and population growth, 
albeit the data on Robinvale appears 
on the face of it to misunderstand the 
almost total reliance of Robinvale on 
irrigated horticulture. 

Needless to say horticulture in the 
Riverina is also vulnerable, but its 
position has been largely overshadowed 
by the likely severe impact on rice 
production in that region. 

Clearly Wentworth will also be 
significantly impacted and must also 
be considered vulnerable by a further 
erosion of the irrigation industry base 
along the Lower Darling. 

Murrumbidgee & Goulburn 
reductions a hidden threat
The proposed reductions in irrigation 
water from the Murrumbidgee 
and Goulburn Rivers are huge – 
estimated at 570GL (including an 
implied Downstream share) for the 
Murrumbidgee and 537GL for the 
Goulburn. Apart from the obvious 
effect on rice and dairy production 
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The Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
(MDBA) has begun a formal public 
consultation period following the release 
of the draft Basin Plan on 28 November, 
2011.

The formal consultation period will go 
for 20 weeks and will give people the 
opportunity to read the draft plan, discuss 
it with their community and the MDBA, 
and provide feedback via the formal 
submission process. The closing date for 
submissions will be the 16th April, 2012.

This public consultation builds on the 
many meetings the MDBA has held over 
the past few months and provides a 

range of ways for people to meet and ask 
questions.

In addition to the public meetings, 
the authority will also hold smaller 
meetings for detailed conversations with 
community and representative groups.

Dried fruit grower Stephen Bennett sits 
on Victoria’s Basin Plan Advisory Group 
and said he believed the whole process 
would force an increased focus on 
on-farm profitability for any water to be 
retained in irrigation. 

The Murray Valley Table Grape Growers 
Committee (MVTGGC) is currently holding 
meetings with association representatives 
to gain the opinions of the growers 

throughout the Murray Valley table grape 
growing areas. Barry Pederson said the 
general consensus from members was 
to strongly oppose the Draft Plan and 
seek a more responsible outcome for 
horticultural districts.

Both the dried fruit and table grape 
industries will continue to seek the 
opinions of their members and together 
with representatives from the Murray 
Valley Winegrape Association, Murray 
Valley Citrus Board and the Australian 
almond and stone fruit associations will 
form a joint response to the proposed 
Draft Murray Darling Basin Plan.

How you can respond

in the Riverina and Northern Victoria 
this could have a massive impact on 
the availability and price of temporary 
water available for purchase for 
horticulture along the Murray in drier 
years, unless the huge water reserves 
being held by the Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Holder (CEWH) can 
be traded to irrigators in drier periods. 

The Government has a Discussion 
Paper covering this and other 
environmental water management 
issues out for discussion currently, 
although the CEWH already favours 
trading environmental water to 
irrigators. The rub will be when, how 
and how much?

What the draft plan doesn’t 
mention
Most of all the Draft Plan does not 
provide irrigators with any certainty.

The Draft Plan does not have an 
Environmental Watering Plan; only the 
framework by which it will be devised.

The Plan does not specify in any detail 
how specific environmental works 
and measures may be employed to 
create water efficiencies – although 
it presents an estimate of 400GL that 
could potentially be saved through 
engineering works etc. That would 
leave approximately 1,068GL still to be 
recovered from additional purchases.

Government water purchase 
moratorium 
until 2013
In parallel with the 
release of the Draft 
Plan and in response 
to the Windsor Inquiry 
recommendations 
on more strategic 

purchase of water, the Federal 
Government will not reopen water 
buyback tenders until 2013. We will 
have to wait to see how it interprets 
more ‘strategic’ purchase. A new Water 
Purchase Strategy Document is due for 
release for consultation and feedback 
from the Basin communities in the next 
couple of months.

Renewed commitment not to 
compulsorily acquire water
The government has again reiterated 
that no irrigator will be forced to 
sell water, or will have their water 
entitlement unilaterally reduced. It says 
the required water will be secured 
through infrastructure savings, works 
and measures, and purchase from 
willing sellers.

The bottom line
However a hidden threat remains if 
the required quantity of water is not 
secured by 2019. The Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority has admitted to Murray 
Valley Water that if the water required 
cannot be secured through purchase 
or water savings, the states will have 
to find the savings to fit under the new 
Basin Cap. That would mean only one 
thing – annual allocations would be 
trimmed. Therefore all Murray Valley 
irrigators may still face a reduction in 
irrigation water if the Plan targets for 
clawback are not met in the interim!

The Draft Plan does not provide irrigators with any certainty.

The Draft Plan water recovery figures at a glance

Extra water required by the Basin Plan = 2,750 GL

Water already recovered from 2009 to 2011 =  1,068 GL

Recovery from NVERP Stage 2 = 214 GL

Left to still be recovered = 1,468 GL
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Pipeline fills with interesting 
table grape varieties 

Capespan New Product Develop 
Manager Jaco Smit told delegates 
at the Australian Table Grape 
Conference that it was important to 
define the exact characteristics of 
a winner variety and recognise the 
different requirements of the two 
key customers; the grower and the 
consumer. 

“Both are equally important because 
without the consumer, the grower has 
no market, and without the grower, the 
consumer has no grapes,” he said. 

“However, their 
demands and 
requirements are 
very different!

“The grower 
always looks at 
his bottom line 
returns and argues 
that an increase 
start at earning 
higher prices. 

“The consumer 
regards grapes 
as a discretionary 
item in the food 
basket and would 
buy the best value at the lowest price. 
In addition they want affordable fresh 
grapes that fit in with their healthy 
lifestyle,” he said. 

“If you talk to consumers they want 
chemical-free produce, but realise this 

is impossible, so 
instead they want 
grapes that are 
safe to eat and 
that have been 
produced in an 
ethical manner.”

In order to 
meet consumer 
demands retailers 
require the full 
spectrum of table 
grape colours 
supplied at the 
lowest price 
with continuity 
throughout the 
season. Quality is  
not negotiable.”

 

Early  Mid  Late  

Arraeleven  
(Grapa)  

Timpson (Sheehan)  Sugrathirtyfive  
(Sunworld)  

Melanie  
(SNFL)  

Sweet Sunshine® 
(IFG)  

Pristine® 
Sunfresh Intl  

Cotton Candy®  
(IFG)  

Arranine  
(Grapa)  

Arrafifteen  
(Grapa)  

Starlight  
(Volcani Institute)  

Sweet Celebration®  
(IFG) 

Allison  
(SNFL)  

Arraten  
(Grapa)  

Magenta  
(SNFL)  

Sugranineteen  
(Sunworld)  

Arrathirteen  
(Grapa)  

Krissy  
(SNFL)  

Jack’s Salute 
(IFG) 

Arraeighteen  
(Grapa)  

Melody  
(SNFL)  

10/21+7 
(Grapa) 

Sweet Surrender® 
(IFG)  

Arrafourteen  
(Grapa) 

Sugrathirtyfour  
(Sunworld)  

IFG 069-157  
(IFG)  

Sweet Sapphire (IFG) 
*Exotic 

IFG 040-244  
(IFG)  

 

Table 1. The pipeline is now full with a range of new green, 
red and black varieties maturing early, mid and late season.

not negotiable. So the pressure is on 
to expand the selection of varieties 
available to growers if they are to meet 
the specific criteria of retailers and 
consumers.

Mr Smit said South Africa had been 
slow to get out of the block with new 
varieties. The reasoning was two-fold - 
at the time growers made good money 
on seeded varieties and there was 
nothing to replace them with. 

“Now we have a good selection of 
whites in the early and mid season, 
but there is still nothing available as 
a late season variety. And with only 
Sugra 13 and Autumn Royal as the only 
two black season seedless varieties, 
growers don’t have a lot of choice.”

Finding a variety that ticks all the 
boxes is not easy.

“Essentially, a winner variety is the one 
that satisfy the needs of the consumer 
at an affordable price, which pay for 

xgrapexpectations

8th Australian Table Grape Conference

Sweet sapphire (IFG 020-229)
Mid-season black seedless

Unusual shape, elongated 
tubular with dimpled end

Naturally large berry, 20 
mm x 35 mm (7-9 g)

Crisp and good flavor

Colors very well naturally

Does not shatter

Naturally loose, no thinning required

Burns when GA and girdled, 
best to do nothing

Sweet celebration (IFG 068-175)
Oval shaped brilliant red seedless 
Mid to late season
Highly productive and 
medium bunches
Very crispy, wonderful flavor, 
Berries are large size naturally 
(25 mm with GA and girdle)
Very easy to grow, colors well
High yield and moderate 
production cost
Seed trace may be an issue
Fruit quality is excellent
Marketed commercially in 
2008, 2009, 2010 & 2011
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all the cost in the value chain and still 
leave enough money for the grower 
to sustain top quality production,” he 
said.

Identifying a potential winner requires 
an unrelenting evaluation process 
against the following criteria:  

■ Producer friendly (loose bunches, 
minimum bunch manipulations, spur 
pruning, minimum agro chemicals)

■ Good natural berry size (uniformity, 
limited use of growth regulators)

■ Firm and crispy texture

■ Natural colour development (red and 
black varieties)

■ Sustainable production (25 – 30 
tons/ha with a 90% pack out)

■ Acceptable flavour 

■ Attractive appearance

■ Good storage capabilities (6 weeks+)

■ Well adapted to local production 
conditions

If the variety has a unique flavour or 
colour, it is an added bonus. If it is 

Krissy
Type: Mid Season

Colour: Red 

Pruning: Spur pruned

Productivity: High 

Vine Vigour: Medium 

No Ethrel 

Same time as Sunred (ARC)

Exceptional flavour (High Acid)

Crisp texture

Arrafifteen
Harvest: End of Thompson

Sugar: 27 Brix

Seed Trace: Sterile

Texture: Very crisp, meaty & juicy

Skin: Medium

Flavour: Sweet, Excellent 
sugar acid balance

Berry Size: 22mm x 42mm

Berry Attachment: Very good

Cap Stem \ Brush: Long \ thick

Bunches \ Vine:  50

General: Very fertile, medium-
large bunch, very good hanging 
and storage capacity.

Stores well

resistant to diseases such as downy 
and powdery mildew it is automatically 
through to the next round, he said.

As Capespan do not breed, they have 
formed alliances with a network of 
table grape breeders including: Sun 
World International, LLC, Special New 
Fruit Licensing, Ltd (Sheehan Genetics 
Australia), Grapa Varieties Ltd, and 
International Fruit Genetics, LLC.

The alliances are formalised in many 
different types of agreements ranging 
from evaluation agreements, options 
to commercialise winner varieties and 
exclusive evaluation, production and 
marketing licenses. It has worked well 
and Capespan are trialling a number of 
up and coming new varieties.

Mr Smit admitted that presenting 
an overview of new varieties in the 
pipeline was a difficult task because 
there were so many to choose from 
so he had limited his address to 
varieties that were commencing the 
commercialisation process or were 
close to it.

Unique varieties
Mr Smit said the traditional berry 
shape will be the cornerstone of the 
industry, but there were also some 
new and exciting varieties with unique 
shape and flavour.

“Sheehan Genetics has niche varieties 
with exceptional flavour - peach, 
mango, strawberry and blueberry,” 
he said. “I’ve tasted a couple of these 
and they really do taste like the fruit 
flavours they are named after.”  

Another interesting variety is Cotton 
Candy. This mid-season white berry 
will turn amber with high maturity or 
excess sunlight, but what makes it 
special is the unique toffee or caramel 
flavour. Although it yields well, bruising 
during storage means this will always 
be a specialist variety. 

Mr Smit said unique varieties were not 
confined to flavour, and one attracting 
attention was the unusually shaped 
Sweet sapphire (IFG 020-229).The 
naturally large berry (20mm x 35mm; 
7-9 grams) is an elongated tubular 
shape with a dimpled end. The fruit is 
crisp with a good flavour and colours 
well naturally. 

“New varieties involve risk and 
you need to plant half an acre (0.2 
hectares) to evaluate properly,” Mr 
Smit said. “But you must decide what 
your appetite for risk is, and whether 
you want to be a follower or leader.”

He said it was important to understand 
the consumer’s requirements in each 
market segment and then decide which 
market you wanted to supply. 

Align yourself with a breeding program 
that can provide the varieties you need, 
but make sure it comes with technical 
assistance as you learn to grow the 
variety and maximise the market 
potential it offers.

Melody
Type: Late Season

Colour: Black 

Pruning: Half cane pruned

Productivity: High 

Vine Vigour: High 

Colours easily

With Autumn Royal

Good natural size

Very Crisp texture

Good berry attachment

Exceptional postharvest

He spoke of a 
number of new 
varieties (Table 1) 
that extended the 
season and gave 
growers a choice 
for early, mid and 
late season green, 
red and black 
coloured varieties.

“It is not by 
any means 
an indication 
of personal 
preference, but 
merely an unbiased 
selection to 
illustrate that the 
pipe line is full of 
new and exciting 
varieties,” he said.
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Inefficient irrigation pumps can see 
more than just water going down 
the drain. Random tests of pumps in 
irrigation areas suggest that many 
pumps perform inefficiently, either due 
to the wrong pump being used, or the 
pump is worn. An inefficient pump can 
increase costs and reduce productivity. 

According to irrigation system auditor 
John Harvie, of Mildura-based Irrigation 
Systems Australia, maximising the 
efficiency of your pump set includes 
considering its location, supply 
conditions, and knowing its best 
efficiency from new. 

“In order to understand your pump set 
in your irrigation environment you need 
to understand the pump. Put simply a 
pump adds pressure (energy) to the 
irrigation water that is flowing through 
the impeller.

“Generally pumps are coupled to 
motors that can provide enough power 
to meet the pump’s capacity. But just 
because you have a 30 kilowatt (40 
horsepower) motor doesn’t mean that 
it is always drawing 30kW,” Mr Harvie 
said.

“In fact, the only time the motor will be 
operating near its maximum rating is 
when the pump flow rate is well beyond 
the nominal flow rate. This may occur 
during a bulk shift change or at start up 
when the pump is trying to fill the pipes. 

You would notice that the pressure 
gauge readings have substantially fallen 
and you can hear rushing water and 
some cavitation sounds.”

Mr Harvie suggests that referencing a 
pump curve (Figure 1) – which shows 
the flow rate delivered by the pump 
at a given pressure – can provide 
valuable information about a pump’s 
characteristics and expected power 
usage.

“The pump curve will identify where 
the pump’s ‘best efficiency point’ is to 
be found, and is where you should try 
and operate your pump to get the best 
performance per kW used.

“Armed with this information, you can 
go about testing your irrigation pump to 
determine whether it matches its pump 
curve in real life.”

Assessing your pump
Mr Harvie said it was preferable for two 
or more people to assess the pump 
set health and efficiency in case safety 
concerns arose. 

He said it was important to avoid 
moving parts like a 2,900rpm pump 
coupling and that open gauge ports 
could cause high pressure water 
injuries. Other safety concerns included 
accessing pump rails and pontoons, 
climbing down ladders into pump 

sumps and other potentially injury-
causing situations.

Mr Harvie said the vast majority of 
inefficiency-causing pump problems 
occurred because of suction issues and 
this was a good place to start. 

“If you constantly have to reprime your 
pump or find your pump has cut out due 
to low pressure, you may have a faulty 
foot valve and a suction pipe leak,” he 
said. 

“If your pump often sounds like it is 
pumping stones rather than water, or 
surging, your pump may be struggling 
to draw water due to being too high 
above water level. These and other 
issues can cause non-productive high 
electrical use as the pump set focuses 
most of its energy into drawing the 
water.” 

The centrifugal pump contains an 
impeller that rotates quickly creating 
a vacuum at the impeller eye, which 
in turn draws water as atmospheric 
pressure tries to break the vacuum with 
the water. 

“When you prime your pump you are 
removing air from the impeller eye 

Insight into pumping intricacies 
improves efficiency 

Terminology
A pump’s flow rate and pressure are 
two different characteristics that 
can have an effect on each other. 
Together they describe the irrigation 
system duty; ie 45L/sec at 600kPa. 

Flow rate is the physical movement 
of water in a given time period and 
can be measured by a water meter 
or a measuring jug and a stop 
watch. Flow rate units include litres/
second, litres/minute, cubic metres/
hour, megalitres/day and of course 
gallons/minute, among many others. 

Pressure is the energy in the water 
at a given point. For example, the 
energy in the water immediately 
after the pump outlet could be 
measured at 550 kilopascals (kPa), 
but the energy measured at the far 
end of the main pipe might only be 
400kPa. Pressure units include kPa; 
pounds/square inch (Psi); metres 
(m); Bars (which is pretty much 
the same as Atmospheres), and a 
number of other pressure units. 

Irrigation consultant John Harvie demonstrates the steps for assessing a pump, 
alerting growers of potential problems to look out for.



situation and in a lot of cases could take 
decades to pay for themselves. 

Checklist
To check if your pump can be run more 
efficiently, Mr Harvie suggests the 
following steps:

1. Record your pump and motor details 
and get a copy of the appropriate 
pump curve with the help of your 
irrigation design company. You will 
need the pump model, the impeller 
diameter, the motor power rating 
(kW), and the rpm.

2. Install pressure gauges before and 
after the pump. If sucking from a 
river or dam, you will need to install 
a negative pressure gauge before the 
pump.

so that the vacuum can be broken by 
water only, and thus create a flow of 
water. If the suction pipe is not sealed 
properly the vacuum will be broken with 
air and this is known as ‘losing prime’.

Atmospheric pressure in Sunraysia 
is around 9.6 metres of pressure. 
The pump requires anywhere from 2 
metres to 7m of atmospheric pressure 
assistance, leaving the balance of 
available atmospheric pressure to help 
overcome vertical suction height and 
suction pipe friction loss. 

Mr Harvie said this is why it was 
important to have a sealed suction 
pipe; to be as close to water level as 
possible; and have a large suction pipe 
and foot valve, in suction lift situations. 

Variable speed drives
Mr Harvie said a variable speed drive 
(VSD) could also be considered if a 
pump duty requirement was below its 
maximum capacity.

“VSDs have revolutionised the industry 
over the past 15-20 years. The 
advantage of a VSD is that when the 
irrigation system starts, the pump-
motor ramps up to provide a softer 
start. The motor will continue to run at 
full speed until the desired pressure 
setting is reached at which point the 
motor will slow down or speed up to 
maintain that pressure.”

He said VSDs were not suited to every 

3. Safely begin a normal irrigation event 
and wait for full pressurisation. Take a 
minimum of three pressure readings 
at three different flow rates.

a.  Use the water meter to measure 
the current full flow rate and take 
a pressure reading from the gauge 
before the pump and after the pump.

b.  Turn off one or two field valves 
(to try and halve the system flow 
rate), and when the system has fully 
pressurised take a reading from the 
gauge after the pump. Get the new 
flow rate from the water meter.

c.  Finally close the control valve at 
the pump and record the pressure on 
the gauge after the pump. Also record 
the gauge reading before the pump. 
Note that your flow rate is zero.

“Maximum pump efficiency is different 
for different types of pumps. All you can 
do is try and operate the pump at the 
flow rate and pressure that provides the 
best efficiency. If you avoid extended 
periods of excessive flow during 
irrigation, you can use less power 
and cause less wear and tear on your 
equipment.”

This article is derived from an article 
titled “Irrigation Pump Efficency”, 
written by John Harvie of Irrigation 
Systems Australia. To download a 
full copy of the article, visit the HIN 
Resource Library www.hin.com.au/
Irrigation-Pump-Efficiency.
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Understanding the pump curve
In the pump curve example 
shown (Figure 1) the vertical axis 
represents pressure levels in metres 
of pressure, and the horizontal axis 
represents the flow rate in litres per 
second. 

The five curved lines represent 
five common size impeller 
diameters. Lines that cross over the 
impeller curves are pump power 
requirements (kW). The highest 
power needs are at the far right of 
the curve where the flow rate is 
highest. 

The % lines are where the pump’s 
best efficiency point (BEP) is to 
be found. This is where the pump 
should be operated to get the best 
performance per kW used. The BEP 
recommended flow rate is 50L/s at 
60 metres (or 600kPa) when the ISO 
125x80-200 pump is housing a 228 
millimetre impeller. 

The curve also indicates that when 
the pump is operating at that duty 

that it will be using marginally over 
37kW (50HP). But because the pump 
can draw more kW if the flow rate 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Efficiency Point 

is increased, the pump should be 
coupled with a 45kW (60HP) motor 
just in case. 

“If your pump often 
sounds like it is pumping 
stones rather than water, 

or surging, your pump 
may be struggling to 

draw water due to being 
too high above water 

level.”
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The 2011 grape season was 
marred by downy mildew, 
a major disease that 
can devastate individual 
vineyards. 

To reduce the losses downy 
causes it is important to 
understand the pathogen 
(the agent that causes 
diseases) and refine the 
timing of sprays during 
conditions that favour its 
progress. 

The disease 

Previously considered a 
fungus, the downy mildew 
pathogen Plasmopara 
viticola, is now classified an 
algae.

Downy mildew needs 
warmth and water. As for 
most algae, in most stages 
of its life cycle, if water is 
removed, the pathogen will 
die. 

Periods of high risk from downy can 
be determined by monitoring the 
vineyard microclimate for factors 
such as temperature, rainfall, relative 
humidity (RH) and leaf wetness. This 
allows optimum timing of control 
actions when they are needed, and 
gives confidence to withhold sprays 
when not.

Symptoms
Downy mildew is best recognised by 
its typical, circular, yellow oilspots 
on the younger leaves and, if the 
conditions have been suitable, the 
white down on the undersides of 
these spots. 

On older leaves, the symptoms are 
very different. A tapestry pattern 
develops when the smallest veinlets 
become resistant to infection – this 

confines the disease to small, angular, 
interveinal patches of diseased cells. 

When infected, highly susceptible 
young bunches turn brown and 
die quickly. Later, 3-4 weeks after 
fruit set, berries gain resistance to 
infection. By pea-size (E-L 31), they 
are immune, though the stems remain 
susceptible.

Like powdery, downy is a ‘green’ 
disease in that matured tissue that 
has changed colour is no longer 
susceptible – for instance, green 
shoots are able to be infected, 
whereas browned canes are not. 

Source of inoculum 

Downy mildew has two sources 
of inoculum that trigger disease if 
conditions are favourable: 1) oospore 
inoculum leads to primary infection; 
and 2) oilspots which produce 

sporangia that may 
cause secondary 
infection. 

Oospores: These 
are survival spores 
that live for (we 
suppose) 7-10 years 
in leaf litter in the soil. 
They develop within 
oilspots on leaves 
diseased in preceding 
season(s). If the 
conditions are warm 

enough, wet enough, for long enough 
(see later), the oospores produce 
a second spore type called macro-
sporangia. These release a third type 
of spore called zoospores which need 
to be splashed to the foliage to trigger 
primary infection.

Oilspots: These produce sporangia in 
the foliage if specific conditions occur 
at night . The sporangia are in the 
white ‘down’ of downy mildew on the 
underside of oilspots and are spread 
in wind and rain. Like the macro-
sporangia, if the conditions are warm 
enough, wet enough, for long enough, 
they produce zoospores which trigger 
secondary infection.

Disease Cycle
Primary infection: This involves the 
movement of inoculum from the soil 
to foliage. It does not cause crop loss, 
but sets the scene for potentially 
devastating secondary infection 
events.

Determining if primary infection has 
occurred early-season, is critical for 
good control. The 10:10:24 rule of 
thumb gives a guide to the conditions 
in which infection might occur, i.e. at 
least 10 millimetres rainfall is needed 
while temperatures are at least 10°C 
during a 24 hour period. 

If 10:10:24 does not occur, the 
conditions are unlikely to suit primary 
infection. 

Managing downy mildew
By Peter Magarey

Typical downy mildew symptoms on the upperside (a) and 
underside (b) of leaves.

A

The 10:10:24 rule of thumb summarises a very specific set of conditions needed by downy 
mildew before primary infection will occur.



in establishing the disease in the 
canopy. 

Oilspot numbers could explode 
if conditions were then to favour 
secondary spread. 

Secondary infection: This involves 
the leaf to leaf and leaf to bunch 
movement of inoculum. This requires 
oilspots in the foliage and a warm 
humid night. 

Sporulation (the production of 
sporangia on the undersides of 
oilspots) occurs if relative humidity 
(RH) is ≥ 98% at temperatures ≥ 13°C 
during at least 4 hours of darkness 
once produced the sporangia will 
germinate and release zoospores 
which are spread to other leaves and 
bunches in wind and rain. If they land 
in a drop of water, the zoospores will 
cause infection if the leaves remain 
wet for 45°C-hrs, as is required at the 
same stage for primary infection. 

Many thousands of sporangia are 
produced from each oilspot. As a 
result, one oilspot can trigger a huge 
multiplication of disease overnight - 
an initial 20-50 primary oilspots can 
produce 100,000 new oilspots after 
the second incubation period.

Managing the disease
The two main types of downy mildew 
fungicide are classified according to 
their timing in relation to infection 
events. They are best applied when 
they are most effective, that is either 
pre- or post-infection.

Pre-infection fungicides 
(protectants): These protect the vine 
by preventing infection. Many belong 
to the Group M (formerly Group Y) 
fungicides and are not systemic 
(phosphorous acid and fungicides in 
Groups 11 and 40 are exceptions). 

The non-systemic (or contact) 
fungicides (Table 1) provide a 
protective barrier on the surface of 
the foliage where they stop the spores 
germinating. Since downy invades 
through the stomates, apply contact 
fungicides to cover the undersides 

However, if 
10:10:24 
does occur, 
the conditions 
still might not 
suit infection. 
More 
specifically, 
for primary 
infection 
processes 
to begin, 
oospores in 
the upper 1-2 
cm of soil 
need to be 
wetted for ≥ 
16 hours at 
temperature 
≥ 8°C. Like 
most stages 
in downy’s 
life cycle, 
the optimum 

temperature is 20-24°C.

If conditions remain suitable, macro-
sporangia, then zoospores, are 
released. The latter are then ready 
to be splashed to the undersides of 
the leaves where they germinate and 
infect through the stomates if the 
foliage remains wet for 45 degree-
hours (0°C-hrs). 

To calculate degree-hours, multiply 
temperature (°C) by time (hrs). For 
example, if the temperature averages 
23°C for 2 hrs, the degree-hours 
accumulated is .23°C x 2hrs = 
46°C-hrs. This is ≥ 45°C-hrs and is 
sufficient for infection.

Incubation: Once infection has 
occurred, there is a temperature 
controlled delay of 5-17 days before 
the oilspots are seen. During this 
period of incubation, the mildew 
pathogen grows inside the infected 
tissue disrupting cell function. 

Eventually the infected leaf tissue 
turns yellow and the oilspots appear. 
Primary infection produces about 
one to two oilspots every 50 metres 
of vine row, but these are important 

forecasts of downy mildew events will 
help time these sprays best.

Post-infection fungicides 
(eradicants): These are sometimes 
known as “systemics” and kill the 
pathogen inside infected tissue if they 
are applied at the right time. They 
do not eradicate the disease from 
the vineyard but, being “systemic” in 
action (ie translaminer), they move 
across and within leaves. They are 
quickly absorbed into the sprayed 
foliage and are rain-fast within 2-3 
hours of spraying. Because 

The post-infection fungicides are 
more expensive than their pre-
infection counterparts. Consequently, 
apply these fungicides only when 
needed and then, as soon as possible 
after an infection and before oilspots 
appear i.e. in warm conditions, 
within 5 days post-infection. Like 
all fungicides, good coverage is 
important.

The post-infection fungicides include 
any sprays with metalaxyl e.g. Ridomil 
Gold® (a Group D fungicide) and 
phosphonate eg Foli-R-Fos® (Group 
33 – formerly Y1). Because resistance 
to Ridomil has been reported 
overseas, Australian management 
strategies recommended only one or 
two applications per year.

Ridomil is usually mixed with 
mancozeb or copper and 
simultaneously provides a protective 
shield against new infection. Because 
phosphonate (phosphorous acid) 
is the world’s only fully systemic 
fungicide, moving easily up and down 
in the vascular fluid, it rapidly moves 
away from sprayed tissue. Since 
it is very effective in post- and not 
pre-infection activity, tank mix it with 
protectants.

Spray timing 

Because warm wet weather drives 
downy mildew, for optimum control, 
apply sprays in relation to primary 
and secondary infection events. 
Where possible, access weather 
forecasts and predicted times of 
high disease risk and spray before 
the disease develops. Monitor and 
interpret the weather that follows to 
determine if infection hasoccurred 
and adjust spray type and timing 
accordingly. If available, seek 
assistance from regional disease alert 
services.

Peter Magarey is a research plant 
pathologist who runs his own 
consultancy business, Magarey Plant 
Pathology in Loxton, South Australia.
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Figure 3: Automatic 
weather stations (AWS) 
monitor the vine canopy 
for leafwetness, rainfall, 
relative humidity (RH) 
and temperature, 
critical to the life cycle 
of downy mildew.

Group Name      (formerly) 

copper-based     M1 (Y) 

dithiocarbamates   (eg mancozeb, thiram, ziram) M3 (Y) 

phthalimide (eg captan)    M4 (Y)

chlorophenyl (eg Bravo®)    M5 (Y) 

quinone (eg Delan®)     M9  (Y)

strobilurin (eg Amistar®, Flint® and Cabrio®) 11 (K)

cinnamic acid (Acrobat®)    40 (X)

Table 1. Pre-infection fungicides for downy mildew control. of leaves. 
They are 
best applied 

prior as close 
as possible to 
an infection 
event if there 
is sufficient 
growth of 
leaves or of 
developing 
berries. 

Access to 
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bunch structure allows better spray 
penetration for chemicals to control 
disease and wetting agents that 
promote the drying process. 

Swingarm lends itself to more 
operations that can be mechanised, 
but is costly to establish and requires 
specialised equipment for harvest and 
other operations.

Mechanisation improvements
Many of the tasks in the dried 
grape vineyard are now able to be 
mechanised. The reduced reliance on 
labour has meant operations can be 
carried out quickly and more efficiently. 

Cutting costs has been a driving factor 
for mechanisation as Australian dried 
grape growers compete with countries 
like Chile, South Africa and the United 
States where labour is relatively cheap.

But the bottom line is not the only thing 
to have improved with mechanisation. 
Fruit quality and yield are better 
managed simply because of the speed 
in which tasks like summer pruning and 
harvest can be achieved, 

Chemical cordon bunch removal is 
particularly important for Sunmuscat 
and Carina because they have fruitful 
buds back to the base buds. It is 
believed that removal of some of the 
buds reduces the crop load and 
increases / eliminates the need to 
crown pick, which if costed, is either 
revenue neutral or negative. 

As the name implies, leaf sucking, 
involves a giant vacuum cleaner type 
machine to suck or remove the outer 
layer of leaves from the fruiting zone. 
The canopy is more open which helps 

Trellis
Australian growers have adopted two 
main types of trellis for vines grown on 
a cordon-based system - Single wire 
trellis and Swingarm trellis.

Single wire trellis is advantageous in 
that it is cheap to establish. Growers 
converting wine grapes to dried grapes 
can use their existing trellis and can 
retro-fit a Swingarm head at a later 
date once there is cash flow coming off 
the patch. Because there is no trellis 
head traditional wine grape harvesters 
can be used to harvest the dried crop.

The disadvantage of the single 
wire system is that it requires more 
manual labour to manage the vines. 
Mechanisation may be difficult and 
growers may suffer reduced crop and 
disease issues.

Industry best practice utilises a 
Swingarm trellis which spreads the 
canopy and maximises sun exposure 
to the buds to improve fruitfullness. 
Bunches are grown on the angle and 
are less likely to clump. This open 

air circulation and enables better spray 
coverage, improving the effectiveness 
of fungicide sprays and emulsion 
application. Bunches have greater sun 
exposure and therefore dry quicker, 
while the reduced leaf matter means 
there is less leaf trash at harvest.

Self propelled platforms have been 
introduced throughout the horticultural 
industry to improve efficiency. They are 
particularly useful for tasks where small 
ladders may be needed to reach the 
canopy of vines or trees. In the case of 
dried grapes, where the cordon is about 
1.7 metres or more above ground, 
the platform raises the height of the 
operator to a more comfortable height 
and has the added benefit of providing 
a power source for secateurs. With 
more growers electing to use electric 
rather than pneumatic secateurs, a 
battery driven platform has recently 
been developed. Not only is this a 
quieter option, there is no vibration and 
so pruning becomes a more pleasant 
task.

Mechanical summer pruning is 
becoming more widely adopted 
because of its speed. A machine fitted 
with a single cutter can summer prune 

New technologies and practices keep 
industry strong

Australia’s dried fruit industry is among the most efficient in the world. At the recent 
outlook forum and conference Dried Fruits Australia Deputy Chair Allan Long spoke 

of the new technologies and practices that helped define the industry. This is a 
pictorial account of some of the technologies available for growers.

Single trellis.

Swingarm trellis.
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Furthermore, many of the new varieties 
are bred for their productive capacity, 
resistance to rain and disease, and 
suitability to modern, mechanised 
vineyards.

Some varieties being planted are listed 
below.

Summer Muscat matures late January 
and dries quickly in 7-10 days. However 
it is very susceptible to rain.

Diamond Muscat also matures late 
January and dries quickly in 7‐10 days. 
It shows some rain tolerance and may 
be a better alternative than Summer 
Muscat.

Black Gem is a new release from 
the CSIRO breeding program. Bred 
specifically for Sunraysia growing 
conditions, this currant type is resistant 
to both downy and powdery mildew, 
and requires no setting spray. It is 
ideal for organic production and can 
be marketed as a dried grape high in 
anti-oxidants.

about one acre (0.4 hectares) an hour 
compared to manual labour where one 
to two acres (0.4-0.8ha) are hand cut 
each day. Mechanical summer pruning 
is particularly useful when there are 
adverse weather conditions as it allows 
large areas to be rapidly cut so the 
fruit can start drying. The speed of 
coverage means it can also be used as 
a management tool in normal years, as 
fruit may be left on the vines longer to 
mature and maximise yield.

Mechanical harvesting is the final 
process in drying and eliminates the 
need for labour, which is getting difficult 
to source. 

Spent fruiting cans can be mechanically 
removed. This is faster and more cost 
effective than employing manual labour.

New varieties
Plant breeders are constantly searching 
for new and unique varieties that offer 
production benefits to the grower and a 
point of difference to the consumer.

In recent years the number of dried 
grape varieties available for planting 
has increased. This has helped growers 
extend the season, and by staggering 
the maturity of the farm, reduce the 
risk of crop loss through rain events 
and natural disasters, and spread the 
workload at harvest. 

Summer Muscat.

Diamond Muscat.

Black Gem.

Selma Pete.

Selma Pete is a possible sultana 
substitute, maturing in early February. 
It is not fully tested in Sunraysia 
conditions but has performed well in the 
United States.

Bruce’s Sport is a mutant of the 
sultana and will be released within 
the next two years. Mother stock is 
currently being cleaned up and virus 
tested by CSIRO. This new variety 
does not contain polyphenol oxidase 
(PPO) so it retains its golden colour 
and will not turn brown once summer 
pruned.

Sunglo was released by CSIRO last year 
as a consistent high yielding sultana 
type. It matures in early March and has 
shown good rain tolerance.

The industry is supported by a strong 
R&D program which is production 
orientated. Current programs include
■ Sunmuscat berry shatter;
■ Cordon shoot thinning; and 
■ Breeding and evaluation.

Bruce’s Sport.

Sunglo.
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The Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) 
forecast models indicate average 
rainfall during summer in Sunraysia, 
although some models predict there 
is a possibility of slightly wetter 
conditions than average.

With this in mind, growers should 
make contingency plans for the 
coming harvest and prepare an action 
plan to be used if rain falls prior to 
harvest again this year.

The maturity of the fruit should be 
regularly monitored. This will enable a 
sound judgment to be made if summer 
pruning needs to commence before 
fruit achieve the optimal ripeness.

Last season’s lesson was that early 
cutting to save crops of unripened fruit 
meant that at least 25% of the weight 
potential was not realised. 

In the event of rain, it is important to 
conduct a thorough assessment of 
damaged fruit and mould development. 
Weigh up the consequences of crop 
losses through damage with crop 
losses due to summer pruning of 
immature crops.

Reduce contaminant risks 
now
Consumers of Australian dried fruit or 
products containing dried fruit rightly 
expect them to be safe to eat and free 
of contaminants, especially spiked 
weed seeds and stones.

Indeed, growers and processors have 
an obligation to ensure that these 
expectations are met.

As a consequence, processors have 
decreased the tolerances and raised 

penalties for contaminants found in 
fruit at delivery. 

As harvest approaches, now is the 
time to act and minimise the risk of 
contaminants getting into fruit.

Spiked weed seeds are of the greatest 
concern. Caltrop and Gentle Annie 
are a real risk of contaminating fruit 
as they are summer growing plants. 
Gentle Annie is particularly dangerous 
as the seed heads can be knocked off 
during harvest and end up in the fruit. 

Be aware that if there is a rain event 
in the lead up to harvest, any seeds 
in the vineyard floor will quickly 
germinate and grow to produce young 
plants that may set seed before 
harvest.

Growers need to be vigilant and watch 
out for germinating plants and deal 
with them immediately to eliminate the 
risk of the contaminating fruit during 
harvest.

All newly germinating spiked weed 
seed plants should either be sprayed 
with herbicide or removed by 
cultivation or with a shovel.

Stones are an increasing 
contamination problem for processors.

Growers should look for the possible 
points of entry of stones into fruit 
and make changes to the way fruit, 
buckets, machinery and bins are 
handled during the harvest process.

Order harvest labour early
While the entire season is spent 
preparing a crop for harvest, securing 
the labour to harvest the crop is a job 
that is often overlooked.

Growers can register their harvest 
labour requirements with the National 
Harvest Labour Information Service 
(NHLIS) by calling 1800 062 332 or the 
MADEC Harvest Labour Service (HLS) 
on (03) 5022 1797. 

Before referring workers to growers, 
the HLS checks all overseas workers 
to ensure that they have the correct 
visas to allow them to be employed for 
seasonal work.

There is currently an abundance of 
labour, especially backpackers and 
itinerant Australian workers (grey 
nomads), looking for seasonal work. 
However, few growers have registered 
their labour requirements with harvest 
labour service offices or with the NHLIS.

An early booking will ensure that 
employees can be engaged, and also 
allows plenty of time for prospective 
employees to plan their travel to 
coincide with harvest dates.

Growers in outlying districts 
should consider providing on-site 
accommodation or camping facilities 
as not all seasonal workers have 
transport.

Time to prepare for harvest

Around the block

Gentle Annie seeds on either side of a caltrop seed embedded in sultanas.

“All newly germinating 
spiked weed seed 

plants should either be 
sprayed with herbicide or 
removed by cultivation or 

with a shovel.”
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Trade directory

Contact Gary Thomas
Telephone: (03) 5022 8499 Fax: (03) 5021 4833  Mobile: 0418 997 730
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