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FACTUAL INFORMATION & REPORTS FOR DRIED FRUITS GROWERS ON RECENT INDUSTRY EVENTS

A GREAT LEADER LEAVES ES
Peter Malloch, one of the great leaders of the 

Australian Dried Fruits Industry, died on the 18th 
of November at the age of 77 years. All those who 
knew him will carry as a pleasurable and, indeed, 
inspiring memory his infinite capacity to dissect 
problems into a series of simple principles each 
of which was subjected to practical analysis; 
for his moral courage in supporting those princi
ples which he believed to be just and right; for 
his resolution in supporting the causes in which 
he sincerely believed; for his understanding of. 
and kindly assistance with, the personal difficulties 
of so many people; of his varied interests in the 
worlds of literature, music, social activity and 
gardening; and, above all, for his absolute faith 
in The A.D.F.A., all its stands for and the 
practical advantages it confers on all sections of 
the Australian Dried Fruits Industry.

A member of The A.D.F.A. Board of Manage
ment for 35 years— (3 years as its Chairman); 
a member of the Australian Dried Fruits Export 
Control Board for 37 years— (14 years as its 
Marketing Member); 27 years as Member and 
President of Murray Industries Development As
sociation Ltd. which he was instrumental in form
ing; an original Director of Co-operated Dried

Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. — an office he held for 33 
years; and for 25 years a Director and Manag
ing Director of the Irymple Packing Co. and its 
subsidiaries, Peter Malloch wielded a strong, far- 
seeing and understanding influence over the desti
nies of the Dried Fruits Industry. His ability and 
acumen were as well-known overseas as they were 
in Australian circles.

Perhaps his greatest contribution to the Aus
tralian Industry was the formation of Murray 
Industries Development Association Ltd. whereby 
it was possible for the Industry to establish 
stability and effectively practice the concept of 
orderly marketing. The advantages which have 
been derived from this resolute audacious act can
not be altogether measured in their value of 
dollars and cents.

Peter Malloch leaves us with the inspiration 
and determination to carry on the objective to 
which he so ably and unselfishly devoted him
self for over 50 years — the security and pros
perity of our Industry.

To his widow and to his family we extend our 
deep and heartful sympathy in their irreparable 
loss.

NATIONAL WAGE CASE 1968
At the request of Federal Council a full submission 

of the Industry’s financial position was prepared by 
Messrs. R. M. Simes, m .b.e., Chairman, Australian 
Dried Fruits Association Board of Management; J. C. 
Harrison, Managing Director, Irymple Packing Pty. 
Ltd. and Deputy Chairman, Australian Dried Fruits 
Control Board; and W. A. Jackson, General Manager. 
Red Cliffs Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd., and a 
Member of The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
Board of Management.

The submission was forwarded in August 1968 by 
the Growers’ Conciliation and Labour League, Mil- 
dura, to the National Employers’ Policy Committee 
in Melbourne.

The following three sections which comprised the 
submission are of considerable interest to all growers. 
It is hoped that the effects on the Dried Fruits In
dustry— indicative of many primary industries — were 
taken into account by the Arbitration Commission 
when it granted the recent wage increase.

Submission by Mr. Simes
The Full Arbitration Court, in reviewing the National 

Wage must of necessity take into consideration the 
national economy. Purely and simply by weight of 
population and employment in urban and semi-urban

areas of Australia, the findings of the Court must be 
influenced to a large degree by the economy of the 
nation as disclosed by an examination of conditions 
in those densely populated centres.

Unfortunately, the vast areas of Australia, used for 
primary production do not have a weight of popula
tion comparable with the urban districts, but generally 
contribute to the national economy by earning the 
bulk of the export income. The income so earned 
is on world markets, and the return per unit of sale 
is far below a figure which can provide the producer 
with even the present day costs of production. A de
cision in this case to increase the national wage would 
further load the costs of production of the primary 
producers, in the first instance by an immediate in
crease in direct industry labour costs, but the most 
insidious effect would be the increase in cost of all 
services and materials used by the primary industries 
concerned.

The Dried Fruits Industry is one of the primary 
industries that could be adversely affected by any in
crease in its costs. The bulk of the production is in 
Dried Vine Fruits, i.e. Currants, Sultanas and Raisins 
and of these the Sultana production far exceeds the 
others. The main producing district is that known as 
“Sunraysia" embracing the irrigation districts surround



ing Mildura (Victoria), including Robinvale, and the 
adjacent areas on the north of the River Murray in 
New South Wales.

An average figure of 80% of Sultana production is 
exported mainly to United Kingdom, European Conti
nent, Canada and New Zealand, but also in smaller 
tonnages to numerous markets throughout the world.

Sales in Australia of all varieties of Dried Vine Fruit 
remain fairly constant, and the tonnages exported is 
dependent on the total annual crop produced.

A table follows which illustrates the quantities in 
tons of Dried Vine Fruits sold on the Commonwealth 
and Export markets for the last five years, 1963 to 
1967.

Fruit Market 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967

Currants Commonwealth 3,577 4.187 4.048 4.015 4.061
Export 3,038 7,084 7,748 3,288 4,964
Totals 6,615 11,271 11,796 7,303 9,025

Sultanas Commonwealth 12.932 13,815 12.466 14,995 15.226
Export 42,260 70,608 69.429 55,822 71,782
Totals 55,192 84,423 81.895 70,817 87,008

Raisins Commonwealth 3,508 3.914 4.865 4.621 4.553
Export 3,392 4,333 5,652 5,466 3,341
Totals 6,900 8.247 10,517 10,087 7,894

The Australian Dried Fruits Association is respon
sible for the marketing of Dried Vine Fruits in Aus
tralia, (as well as controlling sales in all markets for 
Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes), and fixes the prices at 
which registered wholesalers and manufacturers can 
purchase from the Association Agents.

Prices are held constant with the exception of in
creases taken when it is considered the Australian 
public can absorb an increase without loss of ton
nage sales. At the 1967 price levels, the F.O.B. return 
for Sultanas from Export markets is approximately 
$140 per ton less than that in Commonwealth market.

In 1963 an International Agreement entered into 
by Turkey, Greece and Australia established a world 
minimum price for Sultanas and although not a signa
tory country, the United States of America has co
operated with the agreement countries. A rise in the 
minimum price was taken in 1964, but since that year’s 
conference, no further increase has been taken. The 
Australian industry endeavoured in each year to have 
the minimum price raised but was unsuccessful. The 
Agreement has, during its existence, provided a “floor”

Year Variety Tonnage

1960 Currants 11,271
Sultanas 84.423
Raisins 8,247

1965 Currants 11,796
Sultanas 81.895
Raisins 10,517

1966 Currants 7.303
Sultanas 70.817
Raisins 10,087

1967 Currants 9,025
Sultanas 87.008
Raisins 7,894

1968 Currants 8.155
Sultanas 67.242
Raisins 5.955

Cost of production, as established by Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics for all Dried Vine Fruits as at 
1st April, 1964. was $218.00 per ton, and at 1st April, 
1968 was $265.09 per ton, an increase of $47.09 per 
ton or 21.6%. The average realisation for Sultanas 
for 1964 season was $246.43 per ton, but for 1967 
season is estimated to be $242.74 per ton. Although

price, and has removed the ever-constant threat of the 
violent price fluctuations which operated prior to the 
agreement now operating. However, this only serves 
to further illustrate the impossibility of this Industry 
ever achieving a return from export sales approximat
ing its present costs of production.

A Stabilization Plan for a period of 5 years under 
a Commonwealth Government guarantee commenced 
in 1964 season, and this Plan expires with the current 
1968 season. Briefly the Plan guarantees the producers 
of Dried Vine Fruits, an average return, based on 
weights delivered to packing houses, of $10 per ton 
less than the established and gazetted Bureau of Agri
cultural Economics annual cost of production for the 
varieties concerned. Producers contribute to stabiliza
tion funds when average returns are $10 above the 
established seasonal costs of production. The follow
ing table shows how the increasing costs over the 4 
years of the Plan have overtaken the average realisa
tions and also illustrates the effect on average per ton 
realisations of a low crop year and a high crop year, 
with the correspondingly lower and higher export
percentage.

Cost of 
Production 

per ton
$

Average 
Realisation 

per ton
$

Excess or 
Deficit on 

C.O.P.
$

227.00 243.13 +  16.13
218.50 246.30 +  27.80
202.00 244.68 +  42.68
239.28 253.40 +  14.12
230.78 239.78 +  9.78
214.28 228.04 +  13.76
243.56 284.90 +  41.34
235.06 247.00 +  11.94
218.56 215.81 — 2.75
268.95 280.84 +  11.89
260.45 242.74 —17.71
243.95 Not yet finalised
274.09
265.69 In process of selling
249.09

tonnage was higher in 1967 than in 1964, a larger 
quantity was sold in the Commonwealth (15,226 tons 
as against 14,995 tons) average realisation is shown 
as $3.69 lower. In other words cost of production has 
increased by 21.6% in 5 years, but realisations have 
decreased unless unduly affected by low crop years.

The Dried Fruits industry is only one of the primary



producing industries relying predominantly on its in
come from relatively low unit returns from export 
markets. We, as an industry, can only supply informa
tion to the Court as it affects us, but we suggest that 
the Court should under some formula, give some 
heavier weighting to primary producing industries and

districts when considering the National Wage Case.
Submission by Mr. Harrison

The following table sets out the annual production 
and Commonwealth and Export sales of the Australian 
production of Dried Vine Fruits for the last six years.

Variety Market Estimate
1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968
Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons

Currants Commonwealth
Export

3,577
3,038

4,187
7,084

4,048
7,748

4.015
3,288

4,061
4,964

4,100
4,055

Totals 6,615 11,271 11,796 7,303 9,025 8,155
Sultanas Commonwealth

Export
12,932
42,260

13,815
70,608

12,466
69,429

14,995
55,822

15,226
71,782

15,000
52,242

Totals 55,192 84,423 81,895 70,817 87,008 67.242
Raisins Commonwealth

Export
3,508
3,392

3,914
4,333

4.865
5,652

4,621
5,466

4,553
3.341

4,000
1,955

Totals 6,9u0 8,247 10,517 10.087 7,894 5.955

This shows clearly that the grower is dependent for 
the major portion of his income from export markets.

Since approximately 80% of all fruits produced are 
sold by export, every effort is made to increase sales 
in the Australian market where returns are approxi
mately $140 per ton more than that returned in 
export. The industry has been spending approximately 
$400,000 per annum on sales promotion and advertis
ing in an endeavour to increase sales within Australia. 
It should be pointed out, however, that Australia has 
a very high consumption of Dried Fruits by world 
standards and it is obvious that no amount of promo
tion can achieve any really significant increase. The 
Australian grower will, therefore, remain dependent 
on export markets for the greater proportion of his 
income.

Prices in export markets have been stable since 1963 
when an International Price Agreement was effected 
between Australia, Greece and Turkey. The United 
States of America has also observed the prices 
applicable under the Agreement although it is pre
vented by its laws from becoming a full signatory 
member of the Agreement.

This Agreement has, to a certain extent, protected 
the Australian grower from the very low prices ob
tained from time to lime prior to 1963 but is far 
from a perfect instrument. This is due to the fact 
that other producing countries with significant ton
nages such as Iran, Afghanistan and South Africa 
have refused to join the agreement. Their non
participation has placed a serious strain on signatory 
countries since they are able to sell their annual 
production at lower prices than the signatory countries. 
Australia has endeavoured at every conference to 
have the basic price under the Agreement raised. Our 
endeavours have been consistently frustrated by the 
attitude of Greece and Turkey who have consistently 
refused to increase prices due to the competition they 
are suffering from Iran and Afghanistan. The posi
tion is complicated by surplus stocks held by Greece 
and Turkey from the 1965, 1966 and 1967 crops 
which have not been able to be sold in the World’s 
markets. The last meeting of the International Sultana 
Agreement was held in June, 1968 and statistics of 
production for 1968 presented at that meeting indi
cated an excess of World production over the avail
able markets of 37,000 tons.

A significant factor in their attitude also is the 
relative standard of living in Greece and Turkey as 
compared to that in Australia. The effect of these 
different standards is that a price which will return 
an acceptable living to a Greek or Turkish peasant 
is much below that at which the Australian grower 
can have the same standard of living as that pro

vided to his own employees under our present wage 
structure.

A Stabilization Plan commencing with the 1964 
crop and continuing for five years is in operation for 
the Dried Vine Fruit Industry. This is basically a 
self-help savings scheme under which the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics established a basic cost of 
production which is adjusted annually. Growers 
must contribute to stabilization funds all proceeds in 
excess of a figure of $10.00 above the cost of pro
duction to a maximum of $20.00 per ton. The Govern
ment guarantees that the grower will receive a minimum 
return of $10.00 below the cost of production for 
stated maximum tonnages of each fruit. It is significant 
that production of Sultanas, which is the main crop, 
has exceeded the tonnage stabilized under the Plan 
in three of the last six years.

Although final sales have not yet been made of 
either the 1967 or 1968 crops, it is certain that the 
final returns will not reach the cost of production 
established under the Stabilization Plan. This means 
that growers will receive at least $10.00 per ton below 
the cost of production. The Plan provides an owner- 
operator grower a certain figure per ton of production
as his allowable margin.
The allowance for an average grower with

a production of 30 tons of fruit is ...  $2,332.20
If his return is $10.00 below cost of produc

tion, he will lose .................................  300.00

Leaving ........................................................ $2,032.00

The present minimum wage for males employed on 
a permanent basis on Dried Vine Fruit properties is 
$39.45 per week or $2,051.40 per year. It is thus 
apparent that the average grower of 30 tons of fruit 
under current international marketing conditions is 
not receiving the minimum wage for males provided 
under the existing Award.

Attention is directed to the Quarterly Review of 
Agricultural Economics Vol. 19, No. 2 of April, 1966. 
This publication contains an article entitled “Indebted
ness in the Dried Vine Fruit Industry” by Mr. G. 
W. Edwards. This article gives a graphic illustration 
of the effects of low returns, high cost of production 
and crop loss on the Dried Vine Fruit grower. It is 
very clear that the grower is not making large profits 
and he is not only struggling to equal the earnings of 
his employees as set out above but is fighting in many 
cases to retain possession of his property.

The very high percentage of export of Dried Vine 
Fruit production means that the Dried Fruits grower



is making an above average contribution to Aus
tralia’s export income.

A decision to increase the National Wage would 
further increase costs of production, not only by an 
immediate increase in labour costs but by a further 
increase in the cost of all services and materials used 
by the Dried Fruits grower.

In view of the international marketing situation, 
it is apparent that such a cost increase could only 
have the effect of complicating what is already a 
serious situation for the grower.

Submission by Mr. Jackson
The major proportion of Dried Vine Fruits and a 

lesser but rapidly increasing proportion of citrus fruits 
must be exported and sold in intensely competitive 
World markets against similar produce from Turkey, 
Greece, Afghanistan, Iran. California and South Africa 
in the case of Vine Fruits, and against South Africa, 
Israel, California and Florida in the case of citrus 
fruits.

By way of illustration of the production and sales 
of Dried Vine Fruits, I set out the following statistics:

Estimate
Variety Market 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968

Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons
Currants Commonwealth 3.577 4,187 4.048 4.015 4.061 4,100

Export 3,038 7,084 7,748 3,288 4,964 4,055
Totals 6,615 11,271 11,796 7,303 9,025 8,155

Sultanas Commonwealth 12,932 13,815 12,466 14,995 15,226 15,000
Export 42,260 70.608 69,429 55,822 71,782 52,242
Totals 55,192 84.423 81,895 70,817 87,008 67,242

Raisins Commonwealth 3.508 3.914 4.865 4,621 4,553 4,000
Export 3,392 4,333 5,652 5,466 3,341 1,955
Totals 6,900 8,247 10,517 10,087 7,894 5,955

The Dried Vine Fruits Industry has had a Stabiliza
tion Plan in operation for five years, commencing 
with the 1964 crop, which operates in effect, as a “self 
help” savings scheme, under which Growers are com
pelled to contribute to Stabilization Funds all proceeds 
in excess of a figure of $10 above the Cost of Pro
duction (established by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics and adjusted annually) to a maximum of 
$20 per ton. The Government guarantees that the 
Grower will receive a minimum return of $10 below 
the cost of production for up to 13,500 tons of 
Currants, 75.000 tons of Sultanas and 11.000 tons 
of Raisins. Payments made to Growers to meet the 
minimum returns as stated above come firstly from 
their own funds already contributed to the Stabiliza
tion Fund and, when those funds are exhausted, the 
Government will make good the difference, but will 
recoup any of its monies so paid from future contri
butions which may be made by Growers to the 
Stabilization Funds during the currency of a plan.

In only 2 of the 5 years of the current Stabiliza
tion Plan have Growers returns been high enough 
to necessitate contributions to the Stabilization Fund 
as follows, and using the major crop, as the norm: —

1964 ..................  $17.80 per ton
1965 ..................  Nil.
1966 ..................  $ 1.94 per ton

The cost of production has risen 21.6% since the 
first year of the current Stabilization Plan and it is 
certain that the 1967 crop proceeds will fall short of 
the guaranteed price by approximately $18 or $19 
and the 1968 crop will fall short by approximately 
$20 per ton.

The plain fact is that the Growers are receiving 
less than the established cost of production for their 
produce, and their economy just will not stand further 
cost rises unless, it is desired to reduce their stan
dard of living still lower to peasant class.

The present minimum wage for males employed on 
a permanent basis on Dried Vine Fruit properties is 
$39.45 per week or $2,051.40 per year. Under the cost 
of production schedule for 1968 an Owner-Operator 
Grower allowance for a grower producing 25 tons 
of fruit is $1,943.50 and on 30 tons of fruit he is 
allowed $2,332.20.

The Quarterly Review of Agricultural Economics 
Volume XIX, No.. 2, April 1966, contains a significant 
article entitled Indebtedness in the Dried Vine Fruit 
Industry by G. W. Edwards.

This treatise reveals a shocking state of indebted
ness of Dried Fruit Growers caused by:

(a) Low returns due to low export income.
(b ) High costs of production.
(c) Crop losses due to the elements.
(d) The long delay between production of the crop 

and its eventual sale (up to 18 months delay 
in finalisation of a crop is experienced) and 
the consequent necessity to borrow money to 
live and produce the next crop.

To quote from page 100 of the publication referred 
to above, the gross debt situation of the “Sample” 
indicated the following:—

Gross Debt as % of All Regions
Farm Capital Sampled

No Debt 22.1% of farms
Less than 20% 41.9% „ „

?? 99 40% 65.5% .,
60% 80.4% ..

99 99 80% 92.3% ., „
100% 95.8% ,.

99 99 140% 100.0% .,
and from page 101, the following extract is quoted 
relating to the sample.

Average Gross Debt Average Net Farm Income
$7079 $2064

(In all samples the value of the Grower’s home has 
been excluded.)

These statistics prove beyond all doubt that the 
Dried Fruits Grower is not making large profits at 
the expense of his employees; in fact he is struggling 
to equal the earnings of those whom he employs.

This comparison indicates still further that the 
economy of the Dried Fruits Industry is unable to 
stand any further increases in the wage structure.

The Industry is doing everything within its power 
to sell a greater tonnage of its product on the Aus
tralian market where the returns are greater than 
returns from export.

Some $400,000 is spent annually in advertising and 
sales promotion in an endeavour to increase sales with
in Australia — where returns are much greater than 
in export markets — varying with the markets con
cerned up to $140 greater.

The Industry cannot then be accused of not at
tempting to help itself; but despite all this self-help, 
the margin between cost of production and selling 
price is steadily declining and must continue to so do 
whilst the cost spiral increases without a compen



sating rise in selling prices.
Primary industries, including the Dried Fruits In

dustry, still provide a significantly important propor
tion of Australia's export income, but with ever-rising 
costs the farmer alone is paying the cost of helping 
to level the balance of payments. He has a right to 
greater consideration of his economy when National 
Wage Rates are being considered; he can not go on 
subsidising the Australian balance of payments.

The combined submission was supported by the 
B.A.E. cost of production schedules from 1964 to 
1968.

DEVALUATION LOSSES
Tree Fruits Growers lose $39,940

The Department of Primary Industry has advised 
that no compensation will be paid for immediate 
losses caused by devaluation of sterling. The loss to 
the Growers has been assessed at:—

Apricots .......................... $8,951.93
Peaches .......................... 1,804.46
Pears .......................... 1,561.25
Prunes .......................... 27,620.23

The Government's decision is more than disappoint
ing. In effect, it has placed the burden of a propor
tion of a national loss on the shoulders of a particular 
section of the Industry. It was thought (and hoped) 
that greater sympathy and understanding of the plight 
of growers would have resulted from the full submis
sion made by the General Secretary-Manager in 
September last. The submission is printed in full 
below:—•

“Post-devaluation losses
“Immediately the Commonwealth Government an

nounced that it would not follow sterling by devalu
ing Australia's currency this Industry took active steps 
to obviate, or minimise, its losses on future sales. 
This action was taken even though this Association 
received the personal telegraphed assurance of the late 
Prime Minister that ‘the Government is urgently 
examining appropriate ways and means of overcoming 
difficulties for primary industries resulting from de
valuation abroad.’

“There is no doubt that the Industry could have 
sold the balance of its Season 1967 Dried Tree Fruits 
and Prunes packs, and also the fruit available to 
these markets from the Season 1968 packs, much 
quicker and with much less effort had it continued 
to offer at pre-devaluation prices. This the Industry, 
acting in the belief that it had an obligation to both 
its members and the nation in general, did not do, and 
on 28/11/1967 Agents were instructed to withdraw all 
offers to export markets pending a review of prices.

“Season 1967 export prices were then immediately 
adjusted to compensate for the varying rates of de
valuation, and in Season 1968 this policy was main
tained.

“The success of the Industry's action is clearly evi
dent from the fact that no claims for post-devaluation 
losses on Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes have been 
made. Had the Industry not elected to immediately 
adjust its prices the post-devaluation losses could have 
amounted to many thousands of dollars.

“Fruit in the Suez Canal
“This fruit was insured in sterling and the claims 

were paid from London. The devaluation losses of 
$110.62 on Dried Peaches and $942.88 on Prunes are 
the differences in Australian currency of the values 
of the insurance recoveries converted in post-devalua
tion sterling and the same insurance recoveries in pre
devaluation sterling.

“Immediate losses
“I refer again to the telegram of 27/11/1967 sent 

by the late Prime Minister to my Board Chairman:

‘The Government's decision against devaluation 
was based on our firm belief that the balance of 
internal economic considerations plus Australia’s 
position and responsibilities in world trade and 
payments outweighed the disadvantages which might 
arise from not devaluing the Australian dollar.’
“The decision of the Government must be accepted 

and respected for it was undoubtedly made with a 
full and studied understanding of the effects of de
valuation on the national economy, but it would surely 
be inequitable and unjust to spread the results of that 
decision over the entire community without regard, 
by way of compensation or some alternative benefit, 
to the adverse effects of devaluation on individuals — 
particularly primary producers. The Government, un
doubtedly, has the power to compensate and the 
intention is surely implied in the abovementioned 
telegram, but it is now seen with considerable mis
giving that such compensation is qualified by the 
requirement that claimants for assistance must prove 
that losses incurred were demonstrable and unavoid
able.

“Until your letter of 12th September there appears 
to have been no clear-cut definition of 'demonstrable 
and unavoidable', but it now seems that it is necessary 
for a claimant to prove that he took every possible 
step to avoid incurring a loss arising out of devalua
tion. If this understanding is correct then the responsi
bility of the Australian Government in deciding not 
to de-value against sterling vanishes, and the responsi
bility rests entirely with the claimant. Yet the losses 
which have been sustained would never have been 
incurred if, at the outset, the Government in its 
wisdom had decided to devalue. Accordingly, it seems 
fair to demonstrate that the losses incurred on Dried 
Tree Fruits and Prunes were, in the first instance, un
avoidable only because of the decision taken by the 
Government on a national basis.

“Secondly, it seems that ‘demonstrable and un
avoidable' refers to any action by a claimant to seek 
and take out insurance against an adverse fluctuation in 
the exchange rate. In this regard the Dried Tree Fruits 
and Prunes industries were not alone in wondering 
how international finance would develop.

“There were, indeed, some Australian exporters who 
did secure (or wanted to take out) insurance, but 
this was a ‘hunch’ rather than being based on definite 
information, and can scarcely be taken as a yardstick 
for exporters generally. Even so, assuming that in
surance should have, and could have, been effected 
there was no indication given by the Australian 
Government that it intended not to devalue against 
sterling. Had the Australian Government de-valued, 
losses would never have been incurred. Can it, there
fore, be justly accepted that those losses, or creating 
safeguards against those losses, arc the sole responsi
bility of the claimant when those losses could have 
been avoided by the Australian Government making a 
different decision?

“That this Association, on behalf of its growers, 
was geared to act quickly and decisively when con
fronted with the possibility of devaluation can be 
demonstrated by the example in October, 1967, when 
there were rumours of devaluation by New Zealand. 
Immediate action was taken to protect sales to this 
market by changing the basis of price quotation. De
valuation, in this instance, did not take place but the 
action by the Association was so successful that the 
total devaluation losses occasioned by sales to New 
Zealand when sterling devalued amounted to only 
$94.57 on Apricots and $810.00 on Prunes.

“But in the case of the British devaluation there 
was no such warning. It will, perhaps, be recollected 
that up to a short while before devaluation was made 
such an intention was disclaimed by England, while 
in Australia no Agent of this Association (and this 
has been checked) was given any warning by their 
Banks. The Dried Fruits Industry (as you are aware), 
is heavily financed by the Banks and, in consequence.



there has to be the closest liaison between them and. 
indeed, between the Banks and packing companies. 
In the case of one large Prune packer finance is 
direct from the Reserve Bank. Yet, at no time, was 
any indication given — as was given in the case of New 
Zealand — that devaluation of sterling was possible 
or imminent; and, even more importantly, that the 
Australian Government did not intend to also de-value. 
But it would be expected from the commercial rela
tionship which exists between Bank and Client that 
had British devaluation been expected, a warning — 
similar to that in respect to New Zealand — would 
have been given. It must, therefore, be assumed with 
justification that the British decision to de-value was 
not known to the Banks.

“No one, of course, could conjecture that the Aus
tralian Government would not follow precedent and 
also de-value.

“The decision of whether or not the losses incurred 
by Dried Tree Fruits and Prune growers will be met 
rests with the Government, but it is hoped that in 
examining the claims which this Association has sub
mitted, full and sympathetic consideration will be given 
to the circumstances under which those losses were 
sustained, and that to the fullest extent within those 
circumstances it has been demonstrated that the losses 
were unavoidable.

“Summed up, the position of this Association, its 
growers and their Agents, is as follows: —

1. Implicit trust has been placed on the telegram 
of the late Prime Minister. No qualification of 
‘demonstrable and unavoidable’ losses appears 
therein. Reliance has been placed that the word
ing of the telegram did not mean that losses in
curred by individuals arising out of the Govern
ment’s decision would have to be borne by those 
individuals. It was a national decision and would 
be handled as a national matter.

2. There is no clear-cut definition of ‘demonstrable 
and unavoidable’. The Association has had to 
make its own interpretation and on it has 
shown—
(a) that where devaluation with another country 

(e.g. New Zealand) appeared to be likely 
immediate steps were taken to avoid losses;

(b) that under similar circumstances prompt 
action would have been taken in respect to 
the British de-valuation;

(c) that similar circumstances did not however, 
arise for at no time did any of the Banks 
(including the Reserve Bank) know of. or 
give, any inkling of sterling being devalued. 
The close commercial relationship between 
Bank and Client would have ensured, even 
to the point of commercial ethics, that a 
warning would have been given if de-valua- 
tion was likely.

3. The losses sustained by growers were funda
mentally due to the decision of the Australian 
Government not to de-value. Had the Govern
ment followed precedent no losses would have 
been incurred. No one was aware of the 
Government's intentions until the decision had 
been made.

4. The Government has already paid out some 
millions of dollars in compensation for post
devaluation losses and, undoubtedly, will pay 
even more. Through prompt action by this As
sociation post-devaluation prices for Dried Tree 
Fruits and Prunes were immediately adjusted to 
cover the reduced income caused by devaluation. 
Post-devaluation losses have, therefore, been 
avoided and, to this extent, the Government is 
not called on for compensation, although some 
of the fruit stocks held at the time of devalua
tion could have been sold at pre-devaluation 
values.

“Because of the circumstances stated in this letter 
this Association believes it has soundly supported its 
claim for compensation of immediate losses.”

Refusal by Government
In refusing compensation the Department referred 

to an earlier letter (September) in which it quoted that 
“In announcing this decision, Mr Anthony recalled 
the assurance given by the Government shortly after 
devaluation that the devaluation losses to receive con
sideration would be those which were demonstrable 
and unavoidable. Losses which could have been in
sured against devaluation did not satisfy these criteria”.

The effect of the Department’s letter of 21/10/1968 
is that, apart from small losses on fruit held m Suez 
and for which a decision has not been made, no 
compensation will be paid to Dried Tree Fruits and 
Prunes producers.

Small devaluation losses amounting to $110.62 on 
Peaches and $942.88 on Prunes on fruit held in the 
Suez are still under consideration by the Govern
ment. The Industry suffered no post-devaluation losses 
as all export prices for Tree Fruits and Prunes were 
adjusted to, at least, compensate for exchange varia
tions.

The Industry has just learned that some compensa
tion is to be given to Dried Vine Fruit growers.

Compensation not Automatic
Growers were perturbed to read a press statement 

attributed to Hon. T. C. Stott, M.H.A., that if the 
Dried Fruits Industry had had a statutory marketing 
structure payment of losses would have been granted 
forthwith.

This important (and, presumably, knowledgable) 
statement was taken up wfith the Minister for Primary 
Industry, both by The A.D.F.A. and the “Murray 
Pioneer”, Renmark. The following extracts are quoted 
from the “Pioneer” of 5/9/1968:—

“Your letter attributes to the Hon. T. C. Stott, the 
general secretary of the Australian Wheat Growers’ 
Federation, a statement to the effect that the Common
wealth Government on being approached agreed 
forthwith’ to pay $29 million to the Wheat Board 

as compensation, and the implication is that if the 
dried fruit industry had a kind of marketing structure 
similar to the wheat industry a similar request would 
also have been granted ‘forthwith’.

“I must point out that compensation for immediate 
devaluation losses was paid to the Wheat Board not 
because it was a statutory trading authority as such 
but because, being a statutory trading authority, it 
could not take advantage of the forward exchange 
facilities of the Reserve Bank w'hich were available 
to other exporters.

“The Wheat Board’s claim for compensation was 
accepted because it was able to show satisfactorily that 
the loss claimed was demonstrably attributable to 
sterling devaluation; and since the forward exchange 
cover facilities of the Reserve Bank w;ere unavail
able to it, that the loss was unavoidable. Its losses 
fell entirely into the first category I have mentioned 
above and thus were immediately assessable.”

Single Statutory Board
It is appropriate to quote here an extract from the 

Minister’s same letter regarding this proposal. He 
informed the “Pioneer” that —

“I must reject entirely the suggestion in the letter 
that the Government is attempting to coerce the 
dried vine fruits industry into acceptance of a par
ticular marketing system, of whatever kind. I am, 
of course, aware of the present agitation within the 
industry and the fundamental differences of view 
that have developed on the desirability of change in 
the present marketing structure.

“As a general rule, the Commonwealth Government 
has always maintained that an industry itself is the



proper judge of the suitability or otherwise of its 
established marketing arrangements. This view derives 
from the recognition that the expertise and intimate 
knowledge of industry affairs necessary for a proper 
judgment can probably best be found within the 
industry itself.

“When proposals for change are mooted, there 
follows naturally enough debate, discussion and dis
agreement, both public and private within the industry. 
The Government has not, and indeed does not wish to 
have, a participatory role in such purely intra-industry 
discussions, either by taking one side or the other, 
or by acting as arbiter.

"At such a stage, the Government confines itself 
to making available, if requested, the experience 
accumulated through dealings with a range of different 
industries of its Departmental Officers, who can offer 
advice on all technical questions that may arise as 
debate and discussion proceeds; by the achievement 
of a broad industry consensus one way or another 
on proposals of an industry’s own devising is properly 
an industry task, not one for the Government.”

A.D.F.A. INTERIM ADJUSTMENTS
A method of applying interim adjustments. based 

on an assessed Commonwealth quota and an estimated 
differential between Commonwealth and average 
export realisations has been approved by the Board. 
On this basis, collection against an Agent’s Common
wealth oversales can be made as soon as he has 
exce»ded his quota and will be continuous from then 
until the close of the season. The adjustments so 
collected will be paid to under-sold Agents from time 
to time. The Board will at each meeting, if necessary, 
review the Commonwealth quota and differential.

For Season 1968 Commonwealth quotas have been 
set initially at: Currants 52%; Raisins 44%; Sultanas 
21%, and varietal differentials between Commonwealth 
and average export realisations, as recommended by 
the Agents’ representatives, will be used for the 
calculations.

If circumstances warrant it, consideration will be 
given to applying the formula to Tree Fruits and 
Prunes in Season 1969.

A.D.F.A. Grade Differentials
The sweatbox differentials for Season 1967 Raisins

are:—
6 crown over 4 and 3 crown $20.00
5 crown over 4 and 3 crown 7.00
4 crown and 3 crown Basis

Where districts have 5 crown A or B grades the
differential for 5 crown A to be $1.50 over 5 crown
B. This amount to be taken 
basis premium.

from the 5 crow'n over

Adjustments for Season 1968 Peaches and Nectarines
final differentials have been approved 
For both varieties Slabs and Plain are 
following values show the differential

by the Board, 
the basis. The 
values per ton

over the basis:—
Grades Peaches Nectarines

Fancy Extra Large $187 $448
Large 167 323

Choice Extra Large 170 352
Large 135 256
Medium 90 193

Standard Extra Large 140 323
Large 91 193
Medium 48 96

PAYMENTS TO GROWERS
A letter from the Mildura Dried Fruits Association 

has expressed concern at the delay in payments to 
growers for Season 1967 Sultanas and Raisins, and 
has asked for a full explanation to be published in the 
“Journal”.

The Board considers that the position has already 
been fairly stated in an article in the “Sunraysia 
Daily” on 19th July, but quotes the following com- 
paritive progress payments by a Sunraysia packer 
for Seasons 1965, 1966 and 1967 Sultanas.
Total payments per ton 1965 1966 1967
December in year of

production ......................  $170 $189 $189
August following year of

production ......................  $196 $216 $204

ECONOMIC SIZE OF FRUIT 
PROPERTIES

An important and far-reaching proposal was put 
forward by A.D.F.A. Federal Council 1968 to the 
effect that an Industry survey be carried out having 
particular regard to the economic size of properties. 
The proposal also envisages the initiation, if necessary, 
of reforms in the Dried Fruits Industry to bring about 
rationalisation and reconstruction by aggregating pro
perties and organisations.

Consideration by the Board of implementing this 
proposal must await the completion of the survey 
now being carried out by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics.

STABILIZATION
No New Plan Yet

Board representatives met the Minister for Primary 
Industry and his officers in Canberra on 16th Sep
tember. 1968. The Minister advised that he would be 
unable to consider the new Plan in detail until the 
result of the B.A.E. survey was known. This would 
not be before the end of the year at the earliest.

The Board has, therefore, had to agree that no 
further action can be taken until the Minister is ready.

Dried Tree Fruits
Federal Council 1968 requested the Board of 

Management to ask the B.A.E. to investigate a cost 
of production on Tree Fruits with the view to estab
lishing Stabilization Funds for Dried Tree Fruits and 
Prunes, but the Board cannot proceed until basic 
information is provided by the Non-irrigated and S.A. 
River Councils (through S.A. State Conference), and 
by N.S.W. Prunes Branches.

Assignment of Interest
For the information of growers the Board quotes 

the following ruling by the Department of Primary 
Industry regarding the assignment of an interest in 
a varietal Stabilization Fund (i.e. first-in first-out 
payments):—

“(a) where a Packer has paid a charge (Act 43-6-(l)) 
and has not recovered the charge from the 
grower (Act 44-8; and Act 42/74-12(5)) the 
Packer is the person to whom a refund will 
be paid; the right to receive this refund may 
be assigned;

“(b) a grower may not assign his right to a refund, 
except to a Packer to whom he is indebted.”

Pool Finalisations
No contribution or bounty will be payable on 

Season 1966 Raisins.
The Season 1967 Currant pool is almost finalised 

and it seems likely a contribution will be paid, assessed 
at not more than $6 per ton.

Finalisation of Season 1967 Sultanas is in progress 
but cannot be finalised pending confirmation of realisa
tion payments from the United Kingdom market.



COMMONWEALTH VINE FRUIT 
DELIVERIES

Deliveries for the 6 months to August 1968 show 
an overall increase of 340 tons against the same period 
for 1967. Demand for Currants and Raisins were 
down, but there was an appreciable increase (740 tons) 
for Sultanas.

The present method of presenting delivery statistics 
has caused some confusion at District Council and 
Branch levels in reconciling deliveries from a current 
season’s pack and total deliveries (which include fruit 
of the previous season) for the same period. The 
confusion is understandable and Head Office, by 
obtaining a little more information from Agents, 
will provide suitable reconciliations in future.

COMMONWEALTH PROMOTION
The Board of Management was asked by Federal 

Council to examine closely the effectiveness of pro
motion with a view to substantially reducing same and 
consider disallowing Distributors’ discounts on the 
1 cent per lb. surcharge.

The Board observes that it is its regular custom at 
each meeting to consider and review promotion activi
ties, and changes are affected when considered neces
sary; the net amount of the surcharge is sufficient for 
promotional purposes while the application of a sur
charge free of trade and cash discounts had been 
tried and found impractical. The resolution of Federal 
Council will be further considered when preparing the 
1969/1970 budget.

New Fruit Paste
A new product— a Dried Fruit paste — has been 

produced by Mr. I. Mercer of the Promotion Staff.
The paste is pure fruit, without any additives, has 

good keeping and handling properties, and should be 
of particular interest to the baking and pastrycook 
trade, biscuit manufacturers and sandwich makers. 
Trials, so far, have shown it to be successful as a 
filling for fruit slices and the like, and as a sandwich 
filling. Manufacturers will, no doubt, find it of 
interest as an ingredient for other fruit products which 
they may be contemplating.

The new product should assist in The A.D.F.A.’s 
plans to expand the Australian home market by pre
senting Dried Vine Fruits in an “easy-to-use” form. 
The next step is to introduce it to the trade as a 
commercial proposition.

Industry Film
The release of the colour-sound film has been de

layed as editing is required to shorten the opening 
sequences and to include more scenes of the Industry. 
These modifications are now in progress and should 
be completed by Christmas time.

The presentation is unusual and, with the inclusion 
of educational sequences, will prove attractive and 
interesting to a wide range of audiences.

In the Field
In recent months, competition for promotions has 

intensified, mainly due to the introduction of special 
competitions introduced by the retail trade to boost 
their own customer traffip. These deals invariably 
involve the letting of gondola end space to those 
participating—for an enormous fee. This means less 
space available for the non-participants. To take 
part in such competitions can never repay a manu
facturer, but is an unfortunate position in which 
many accept for fear of their competitors. Our men 
are adhering to the policy of obtaining promotions 
where best value is received; also, they are concen
trating more on shelf displays of fruit where sales are 
made at normal prices. The level of promotions has

been satisfactory. Vine fruit bookings for the six 
months total 394 subsidised promotions at an average 
cost of $92.60 each, and 242 unsubsidised promotions.

Similarly, 168 subsidised Prune promotions (average 
cost, $83 each), and 62 unsubsidised have been 
booked.

Some shortages of Apricots at retail level are 
apparent, and now that a final distribution of the 
1968 crop has been made it is likely that the pipe
line will be empty before new seasons crop becomes 
available. Health Food shops that increased their 
prices up to 70c to 80c per pound have succeeded in 
retarding sales, but will need to re-think shortly, other
wise they could be left with stock.

The work of the Home Economist has shown con
siderable development on the Public Relations side. 
Recipes sent to metropolitan and country newspapers 
for publication, received excellent publicity. A week 
of cooking demonstrations held at the S.E.C. Audi
torium drew large attendances every day. It was 
conducted on the theme “Christmas in Winter — why 
not?” Featuring plum puddings and fruit cake the 
demonstrations were very successful. Good press 
publicity was received through columnists for whom 
small puddings were atttractively packed and sent to 
them, with copy on the purposes of the demonstra
tion. Further publicity was given by the S.E.C. in 
their own T.V. programme.

The Home Economist attended the triennial seminar 
of the Home Economists’ Association in Sydney during 
August, and combined the visit with public relations 
calls to Sydney contacts. Engagements included cake 
judging and demonstrating at the Mildura Show in 
October, and a day devoted to visiting Japanese Home 
Economists on behalf of the Export Control Board.

Promotion continues to handle a large volume of 
requests for project material, special recipes, and 
recipe books. A new printing of the book “Kitchen 
Fun” is due for delivery this month, which will allow 
the backlog of requests for this book to be met.

Coloured Sultanas
From Mr. D. McBean in U.S.A. we learn that the 

Industry over there is keen to produce light coloured 
“Raisins” from Thompson Seedless grapes so that they 
can subsequently dye them all colours and supply 
breakfast food manufacturers. S02 must be avoided 
as it bleaches the dyes.

PALLETISATION
In collaboration with the Australian Standards 

Association the Board has surveyed the trade to ascer
tain what standard size of pallet is required. The 
survey was inconclusive for either various sizes are 
being used or none at all. Of 73 answers received, 30 
(41.1%) are using 46" x 46", 17 (23.3%) use other 
sizes, and 26 (35.6%) don’t use pallets.

Altogether, it is too early in the development of 
palletisation to decide on a standard size—yet, eventu
ally, a standard size must be accepted by the trade 
on the score of cost alone—and no Industry action 
can be taken until practical experience of allied con
tainerised shipping has been studied. Packers have 
conferred on palletised loading for the Commonwealth 
market, consideration has been given to the incidence 
of sales in sufficient volume to warrant the use of 
pallets, and the possibility of “unit size” sales has 
been considered.

Imports of Dried Apricots
Of the two shipments which have been imported, 

one has been classified as “Manufacturer Grade”, and 
the other as unfit for sale. Action has been taken to 
ensure that if any imported Apricots are sold that 
the containers will be clearly marked with the country 
of origin.



Grapes for Distillation
Part of the low Dried Vine pack for Season 1968 

can be accounted for by the diversion of drying varie
ties to wineries and distilleries. Statistics supplied 
by the Department of Primary Industry show that 
91,995 fresh tons of Sultanas, Gordos, Malagas and 
Currants were supplied in 1968 — an increase of 
25,907 tons or, at a ratio of 4:1, equal to 6,477 (dry) 
tons. In addition, some 1,042 (dry) tons of distillery 
grade were absorbed.

GROWERS BEAR A NATIONAL 
WATER COST

The following resolution was passed by The 
A.D.F.A. Federal Council in July last: —

“That maintenance and pumping costs of remov
ing saline water from the Murray River and 
tributaries be on a Commonwealth basis”, 

for it was, and still is, concerned over reports that 
water rates are to be increased in Victoria. It is 
understood the increase is necessary to meet operating 
costs of reducing salinity in the River Murray and its 
tributaries.

The A.D.F.A. contends that the operating costs 
should be met by the Commonwealth Government 
and not be a charge against Murray Valley growers 
for the waters of Murray River are a national asset. 
In addition to its widespread use in the Murray Valley, 
water is piped as far as Adelaide, Whyalla and the 
Woomera project.

On this basis Federal Council believed that growers 
alone should not be required to foot the bill for pre
venting the Murray from getting too salty. A strong 
submission on these lines was made to the Minister 
for National Development for sympathetic considera
tion, but the Minister has replied that—

“1 am afraid I am unable to agree with the resolu
tion passed by your Federal Council that the above 
costs should be met by the Commonwealth. The 
provision of a grant to cover the capital cost of 
these works carried no implication regarding 
Commonwealth responsibility, the grant being made 
to the Victorian Government for works to be con
structed, operated and maintained by appropriate 
authorities in that State. Furthermore my announce
ment of this grant indicated that the projects were 
being included in the National Water Resources 
Development Programme as a matter of urgency, 
pending full consideration of all aspects of the 
salinity problem by the consultants to the River 
Murray Commission.

“It seems to me that the arguments advanced in 
favour of treating this problem as a national one 
could be used with equal validity on a great many 
other development projects in different parts of 
Australia”.
While the Minister’s reply is disappointing we 

heartily agree with the opinion expressed in his second 
paragraph.

INTERNATIONAL SULTANA 
AGREEMENT

The Advisory Committee met in Hamburg on 11- 
14 November. The conference was attended by dele
gations from Australia, Greece, Turkey, Iran, South 
Africa, Afghanistan and the United States. The chair
man was Mr. A. Setrakian, U.S.A.

Further consideration of questions relating to world 
production and possible unsold stocks of Sultanas held 
by producing countries again received close examina
tion. Each country expressed its views relating to 
production, sales and stocks. All delegations expressed 
their satisfaction at the smooth working of the present 
Agreement. A draft proposal for a new and more

universal Sultana (Raisin) agreement submitted by 
Greece was given favourable consideration and de
cisions have been taken for the future elaboration and 
study of this preliminary draft with the understand
ing that all producing countries will submit their 
views at the next conference.

The signatory countries were again very pleased to 
have delegations from U.S.A., Iran, South Africa and 
Afghanistan at the conference and to hear of the 
progress and developments, particularly in Iran and 
South Africa, towards their possible future participa
tion as Agreement signatories.
The 1969 Conference is to be held in Athens on 9th 
June.

UNITED KINGDOM MARKET
The Australian Dried Fruits Control Board, dis

satisfied with the likely future marketing of Dried Vine 
Fruits in Britain, sent a five-man team there in 
October.

Packers and exporters of Australian Dried Fruits 
had been asked for their views and recommendations 
on the U.K. market to assist the investigating team.

Beforehand, the Board made a complete review of 
the British market which could also include future 
agency arrangements, and Packer Associations met 
to gather ideas on how the market could be improved.

Mr. J. R. Gordon, the delegation leader, has said it 
is the policy of the Board to critically examine the 
marketing system as it was obvious something had to 
be done to improve marketing in the U.K.

PERSONALITIES
With regret we record the death of Mrs. E. M. 

Suffern, ex-Secretary of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board, on 6th September last after a long illness.

Mrs. Suffern served with the Board from 1925 — 
as Secretary from 1939 to 1959 — and during her long 
association with the Industry saw many changes both 
as regards personnel and production techniques. Even 
in her retirement she maintained a continuing interest 
in the Industry’s developments.
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The resignation of Mr. M. G. Porter as Secretary 
of the Young District Producers’ Co-operative Society 
and of the Prune Growers’ Co-operative Ltd. after 
almost 40 years’ service is noted with regret. The 
sincere best wishes of the Board have been conveyed 
to him.

*  ❖  *

The Minister for Primary Industry (Hon. J. D. 
Anthony), made a brief, and mainly unofficial, visit 
to Mildura in early October. The opportunity was 
taken to entertain him at luncheon to meet Industry 
leaders and to show him something of the district.

Mr. Anthony, in a letter of thanks to Mr. J. R. 
Gordon, who organised the arrangements, said: “My 
informal discussions with yourself and Mr. Simes 
were most useful and, coupled with the tour of vine
yards and packing houses, certainly served to give me 
a greater understanding of the Dried Vine Fruits 
Industry”.

GROWERS AND THEIR BRANCHES
This issue of the “Journal” contains a wealth of 

information concerning the activities and problems of 
your Industry. Necessarily, for want of space, many 
references are brief but all this information, plus a 
great deal more, together with full and detailed reports 
of Board and Committee proceedings, of recommenda
tions and decisions are regularly sent to all A.D.F.A. 
Branches.

The Branches are up-to-date with all A.D.F.A. 
activities, and it is from and through them, that



matters affecting the present and future welfare of the 
Industry as a whole must originate. Are you, as a 
grower who is vitally concerned in your own welfare, 
aware factually of what is happening and helping to 
guide the Industry by actively attending Branch meet
ings? If so, well done! If not. now is the time to 
start and give your help.

The next A.D.F.A. Federal Council will soon be 
with us — 16th to 18th July, 1969 — and there is little 
time to formulate and exchange ideas and proposals 
which should come before that conference.

Flelp to make your Branch a leader in our organisa
tion. Attend meetings to discuss, evaluate and tell 
the Board of Management what you think and want.

IF YOU WON’T GOVERN YOUR A.D.F.A. 
YOURSELF, WHO WILL?

RESEARCH
More and more the need for Industry research at 

all levels of production and processing becomes ap
parent, and the range of investigation currently being 
undertaken is appreciable — and, necessarily, ex
pensive. In brief, we report on the following avenues:

Plant Research: A laboratory is maintained at Mil- 
dura by the Victorian Department of Agriculture and 
The A.D.F.A. is represented on an Advisory Commit
tee. The original conception (now expanded to cover 
other aspects) was the provision of an insectary to 
breed predators on insect pests. The Industry con
tributed $19,960 towards the cost of the laboratory.

Vine Improvement: The A.D.F.A. has a representa
tive on the Committee and, in consequence, the Board 
is kept informed of developments.

Mechanical Harvesting: The Department of Primary 
Industry has provided a matching grant of $1,500 for 
1968/1969 towards the cost of research into mechanical 
harvesting and vine trellissing.

Nematology: An additional matching grant of $1,500 
has been made by the Department for 1968/1969.

Viticultural Nursery: Financed by The A.D.F.A. 
and managed by a Committee, in conjunction with 
the Victorian Department of Agriculture, development 
has reached the stage where vine cuttings have been 
sold. Of an original grant of $5,450 expenditure so 
far amounts to $1,900.

Overall expenditure: Between July 1964 and July 
1968, The A.D.F.A. has contributed for research 
$57,369 for the following:—
Insectary ........................................................  $19,960
Dried Vine Fruits Research Committee 10.000
Nematology and Clonal Selection ..................  8,691
Mechanical Harvesting 3,000
Viticultural Nursery ......................................... 1,050
Apricots-Gummosis ......................................... 2.681
Apricots — White Centres ......................  1.750
Tree Fruits (C.S.I.R.O.) .................................  3.000
Prunes (C.S.I.R.O.) ......................................... 1,600
Educational scholarship   2,800
Overseas Study Visits .................................  2.000
Members’ expenses .........................................  837

Chair of Horticulture: The Board was asked to con
sider Industry assistance in establishing a Chair of 
Horticulture at the University of New South Wales. 
From enquiries made there is no evidence to show 
why this particular Chair should be supported.

With the weight of production in the Murray Valley 
the Board is of the opinion, based on expert opinions 
received, that greater benefits would accrue to the 
Industry if support was given at degree or diploma 
level in Victoria or South Australia should either 
of these States take steps to establish a Chair in the 
future.

Commonwealth Dried Vine Fruits
One of the most important and active committees 

is that set up jointly by the Department of Primary 
Industry, the Export Control Board and The A.D.F.A. 
In 1965 $40,000 was granted ($10,000 each by the 
E.C.B. and The A.D.F.A., and $20,000 by the Com
monwealth). to undertake research in collaboration 
with C.S.I.R.O. Except for $3,723 the funds have now 
been expended, and further grants are required to 
develop a new 3-vear programme amounting to 
$29,500. As approximately $26,000 is required the 
Board has agreed to make a grant of $6,500 either, 
at the wish of the Committee, as a single payment 
or spread over three years, with the recommendation 
that should the Industry statutory Research Fund be 
established before payment of the full amount had 
been made, any balance owing should be met from 
the Research Fund.

As an indication of the importance of the Com
mittee’s work the following aspects have been re
ferred to it for authoritative opinions:—
•  The point of maturity at which green tinge fruit 

would be acceptable for packing.
•  The most economical method for cold-dipping 

Raisins found to be most suitable for seeding.
By the time this issue goes to press the Committee 

will have conferred with representatives of the In
dustry on standards of hygiene, insect infestation, the 
problem of grit, and control over foreign matter; all 
of which have a fundamental bearing on the success
ful marketing of Dried Fruits. How fundamental 
these problems are in developing a market may be 
gauged by an extract from a letter received from 
Japan: “The one reason that Australian Sultanas do 
not expand its share in Japanese markets is attributed 
to essential defect that it contains sand in it; in other 
words, you may say it is a defect in a process of 
production’’.

On the other hand it is pleasing to receive through 
C.D.F.S. Pty. Ltd. a letter from a gratified consumer 
in the U.K. who writes:—

“We found this can of Dried Fruits whilst altera
tions were being carried out in the kitchen of our 
nursery which is run by a voluntary organisation.

“We opened the can and found the contents still 
edible and fresh. We wonder how old the can is? 
We enclose the label — it may be of interest to 
you”.
C.D.F.S. has established that the can was one of 

thousands packed by it during 1939-1945 for inclusion 
in gift food parcels sent from Australia.

Statutory Research Fund
Proposals on the lines approved by Federal 

Council 1968 have been sent to the Department of 
Primary Industry where they are being closely studied 
in line with other statutory Funds. From discussions 
in Canberra on October 29 there is reason to believe 
that the proposals will be sympathetically considered. 
In due course, the Department will refer its ideas to 
The A.D.F.A. for discussion and should a final pro
posal be agreed to it will then go forward to the 
Australian Agricultural Council.

The rate of levy, as assessed by the Board in its 
report to Federal Council, may need to be reviewed 
for an important addition was made by Council to the 
proposals when it added that research into production, 
processing and packing be extended “to the point of 
marketing”. The field of research might well be 
widened in consequence.

Apricot Gummosis
The newly-formed Advisory Committee has got off 

to a good start and is collaborating closely with The 
A.D.F.A. The Board has received a progress report 
which was considered by the Tree Fruits Committee 
in December. A full report will form part of the 
Board’s annual report to next Federal Council.



HORTICULTURAL NOTES
Do you know there are six different way of ex

pressing the amount of salt in irrigation water? The 
S.A. Journal of Agriculture (September 1968), carries 
an interesting article.

The widespread use of gibbercllic acid sprays may 
not ultimately be in the best interests of Sultana 
growers.

The manufacturing trade requires an adequate and 
continuing supply of small fruit. This is particularly 
evident in the manufacturing trade in the United King
dom. The retail trade prefers larger berries but the 
demand is limited. There is, already, sufficient size 
fruit being produced to supply current demands and 
to meet any potential increase in sales. Dried Fruit 
growers are asked to approach the general use of 
gibberellic sprays with caution.

Sunraysia District Council A.D.F.A. has agreed to 
sponsor Field Days at Irymple and at Robinvale to 
be conducted jointly by officers of the State Rivers 
and Water Supply Commission and Victorian and 
New South Wales Departments of Agriculture. The 
programme covers furrow irrigation practices, pipe
line lay out and installation, salt management under 
furrow irrigation, and other relevant matters associated 
with irrigation in these areas.

The setting up of an Information Centre will be 
delayed until the final report from the River Murray 
Commission’s Consultants has been submitted. In the 
meantime, the Salinity Committee had taken active

steps to collect and collate information on salinity 
research, investigation and mitigation.

The Australian Agricultural Council had under 
consideration a proposal for the establishment in Aus
tralia of a repository for virus tested trees and vines 
together with an associated multiplication unit. The 
concept is for a central repository for virus-tested 
fruit varieties which could serve all States and be 
established in an area, isolated from other orchard 
districts, where fruit varieties which had been tested 
for freedom from virus infection could be maintained. 
The repository would serve as the nucleus of virus- 
tested propagation material which would ultimately 
reach growers and enable them to establish orchards 
or vineyards free of known viruses. The Board 
strongly supports the proposal.

The cost of harvesting grapes by hand is more 
than 25% of the total cost of production. An 
interesting article appears in the 20th annual report 
(1967/1968) of C.S.l.R.O. on devising new methods 
involving less labour.

Harvest pruning of Sultana vines is the subject of 
published paper No. 92 issued by the Division of 
Horticultural Research, C.S.l.R.O.

The Season 1968 Sultana bud examination, as con
ducted by the Victorian Department of Agriculture, 
showed a potential fruitfulness for Victorian districts 
of 68.41%. The Season 1968 count is above the 22- 
year average (which includes South Australia) of 54%, 
but is below the 1966 count (Victoria 76%, S.A. 
82.1%), which preceded the record 1967 pack.

H E R A L D  G R A V U R E  P R I N T E R S


