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STATUTORY BOARD NOT WANTED BY INDUSTRY
FEDERAL COUNCIL SAYS “ NO”

After some five hours o f debate, during which the Board of Management’s Report was subjected to 
critical evaluation and many items, introduced by Delegates, were examined in detail, Federal Council 
agreed that a Statutory Board was not required to administer the Industry. The decision of Federal Coun
cil was conveyed in the follow ing resolution:—

“That the Board of Management having examined all aspects of the effect on the Industry of establish
ing a Statutory Board can see no overall advantage to the Industry ana, therefore, this Federal Council 
can see no justification for approaching the Commonwealth Government.”

This is the firm decision of Federal Council of The Australian Dried Fruits Association. A copy  of the
resolution has been sent to the Minister for Primary

However although Federal Council has resolved 
that a statutory Board is not necessary it is to be re
membered that the Minister has a petition from 
growers seeking such a Board. Should anything de
velop out of this petition the Board of Management, 
on behalf of all Dried Fruit growers will examine 
all statements in detail and demand the fullest 
factual explanations of any proposal put forward. In 
the past too many statements made in favour of a 
Board have been assumptions and with no explana
tions as to practical mechanics. In fact, some pro
posals show a woeful lack of knowledge of the 
intricacies of the Industry.

At the South Australian State Conference it was 
stated hv a delegate (an A.P.P.U. member incidentally) 
that a statutory Board could save $30 per ton in dis
tribution costs on Commonwealth sales.

When asked to substantiate this statement the dele
gate advised that he did not have the figures with him 
hut these would he produced later. Despite several 
further requests by The A.D.F.A. and promises by 
the person concerned these details are still not to 
hand. The Board of Management has closely ex
amined all costs relating to effective and full distribu
tion and it is certain that no savings of this magnitude 
could be made with advantage. Distributors are already 
operating on one of the lowest margins in the grocery 
trade, while Agents are operating on a net 1%.

It is up to the person concerned to provide the in
formation. To withhold it is nothing more or less 
than misleading. Can a saving of $30 per ton be made 
or can’t it? Let us see the facts.

A classic example of misstatements is the story 
which spread rapidly along the River that a certain 
Agent was holding large sums of money belonging 
to growers, investing this at 8% and retaining the 
profit for his company. The real truth is:

Industry.

(a) The Agent was required to hold certain 
moneys for A.D.F.A. final adjustment,

(b) The money was invested at the current 
short-term rate of between 3g% and 4% 
p.a.,

(c) The full amount of the interest was 
credited to the Agent’s pool account and, 
subsequently, the full amount of the interest 
reached growers through their Packers.

We have been told on numerous occasions by 
members of the A.P.P.U. that Victorian growers 
want larger door payments of up to $160 per ton, 
yet at meetings of growers it has been impossible 
to get a majority to vote in favour of this.

Most growers are fully aware that a larger shed 
door payment will increase the amount of pool in
terest paid by them and. in the long run, will only 
reduce net realisations.

A counter to this has been the suggestion that 
growers should receive 7-8ths of the cost of produc
tion in the year of production. In season 1967 Sultana 
growers passed the 7-8ths cost of production point 
in their December payment, two months before the 
end of tlie production year.

The intensive investigations of the Industry, first by 
the special sub-committee appointed by Federal 
Council 1965, and later by the Board of Management, 
have failed to produce any evidence that greater 
benefits would accrue to growers under a statutory 
Board.

The destiny of the Dried Fruits Industry has rested 
with The A.D.F.A. for many years and it is well 
established that the paramount consideration of the 
Board of Management (which has a majority of 
grower-members) is to ensure that growers receive 
as high a return as market prices will permit.
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DEVALUATION
The devaluation of the £  sterling by 14.3% on 

18th November will mean reduced realisations to a 
large section of growers, and, coming on top of the 
recently announced reductions in tariff, is yet one 
more burden to be borne by the Dried Fruits Industry.

Immediately devaluation was announced the 
Association took action to protect the equity of 
growers, and on 20th November the Board sent the 
following telegram to the Prime Minister:

“As a Primary Industry exporting large pro
portion of annual Dried Fruits crop to 
United Kingdom growers will be gravely 
affected by devaluation. My Association 
urgently requests the consideration by your 
government to equalise exchange rates so 
that exporting primary producers do not 
suffer loss of income.”

The Government, in its wisdom, decided that the 
economy of Australia was best served by not de
valuing.

The effects of devaluation of sterling are both im
mediate and long-term and, although the Common
wealth Government has stated that it is urgently 
examining appropriate ways and means for overcoming 
the difficulties for primary industries resulting from 
devaluation abroad, it is not known what form Gov
ernment assistance (if provided) will take.

Immediate Losses
The immediate losses on moneys in transit and on 

forward sales booked firm in sterling, are estimated 
at:—
Vine F r u it s ......................................................  $348,666
Dried A p r ico ts ................................................. 12,203
Dried P e a ch e s .................................................  1,838
Dried P e a r s ...................................................... 1,621
P ru n es................................................................  23,420

$387,748

It is hoped that the Government’s examination of 
“ways and means for overcoming the difficulties” will 
result in the Government ensuring that growers do 
not sustain these losses. The Industry has expressed 
this opinion to the Government and a detailed state
ment of these losses has been lodged through the 
Department of Primary Industry.

Vine Fruits
No country producing Vine Fruits has devalued so 

that a price rise has been taken where market con
ditions permit.

Under the International Sultana Agreement, which

OF STERLING
is based on a minimum price expressed in $U.S., all 
member countries have increased prices to the United 
Kingdom, and to those Continental countries which also 
devalued their currency. Unfortunately, this does not 
mean that the full amount of tfie loss to Australian 
growers can be taken up by increased prices.

*

Under the Agreement only the basic sultana price is 
based on the SU.S. Other costs which are part of the 
quoted price, and include such items as freight, 
handling charges, wharfage, etc., are based on sterling. 
Therefore, while the price of fruit will be increased, 
that part of the price which covers other charges will 
remain in sterling. It is on these other charges that 
growers will face reduced realisations.

A statement prepared by the Australian Dried Fruits 
Control Board has estimated a reduction of realisa
tions on sales after devaluation to the United Kingdom 
on Season 1967 Sultanas of $4.52 per ton on 5 crown 
and $3.47 on 4 crown fruit. The estimates were taken 
out before the announcement of freight increases and 
these, when implemented, will further reduce realisa
tions by approximately $2.80 per ton.

The position with Currants and Seeded Raisins, 
which are not under the Agreement, is not so clear. 
The United Kingdom price for Seeded Raisins has 
been increased by £10 sterling per ton but sales at 
this price have been limited.

Even if the 248 tons which arrived in the United 
Kingdom after devaluation can be cleared at this new 
price the loss on Season 1967 fruit arising from de
valuation will be $7,965.

175 tons of Currants are held in the Suez Canal. 
If eventually sold these will be affected by devalua
tion to the extent of $9,395.

Tree Fruits and Prunes
Of the producing countries, only Spain has devalued. 

In Season 1964 (the last world production figures 
available), Spain exported 2000 tons of Dried Apricots, 
of which 600 tons went to the United Kingdom.

Whether price rises can be taken on overseas 
markets will depend on the extent and pressure of 
competition from other producing countries. At present 
this is an unknown factor.

Season 1968 will not give a clear indication of the 
long-term trend as early estimates show that Aus
tralia will produce one of the lowest Apricot and 
Prunes packs on record. At this stage it would seem 
that only token exports of these varieties will be per
mitted and this, of course, will not accurately record 
the markets’ acceptance of any increase in prices.

SIR EUGENE GORMAN, K.B.E., M.C., Q.C.
It is with the deepest regret that we have learned 

of Sir Eugene’s decision to retire from the Australian 
Dried Fruits Control Board after a Chairmanship 
lasting 12 years.

During that long period Sir Eugene has taken far 
more than an official interest in the Industry. Devoting 
much time to the many problems which have always 
beset the marketing of Australian Dried Fruits over
seas he has demonstrated that the welfare of growers 
has been his basic philosophy and, indeed, at times 
a personal matter.

As Chairman of the Board he brought to fruition 
the International Sultana Agreement — an agreement

which had far-reaching possibilities for stabilizing the 
world Industry and which had been an objective of 
the Control Board for many years. Both in respect 
to the negotations for the Agreement and on export 
marketing generally Sir Eugene, despite his many 
other interests, has never spared himself. His devotion 
to the Industry, his practical outlook on seeking 
solutions to Industry problems, and his untiring pursuit 
of advantageous objectives are worthy of the highest 
commendation.

An appropriately worded resolution recording the 
sincere appreciation of the Industry was passed by 
Federal Council.



INDUSTRY RESEARCH FUND
Federal Council lias directed the Board, of Manage

ment to investigate and report to the next Federal 
Council on the practicability of, and likely benefits 
arising from, the establishment of an Industry Re
search Fund and Committee under statutory control, 
and to particularly examine the best means of raising 
finance.

In a prepared submission to Federal Council the 
Board stated that, in its opinion, the time had arrived 
when the present piece-meal, and often unco
ordinated, research activities should be replaced by a 
central statutory authority operating on somewhat the 
same lines as in the Wheat and Dairy industries.

In the past three years The A.D.F.A. had, in 
addition to a one-third contribution of $20,000 to the 
Dried Vine Fruits Research Committee, contributed to 
various research projects to the extent of $17,200. A 
further $10,900 has been committed for payment 
during the next two years. Further avenues of in
vestigation are continually being suggested.

Altogether the above expenditures are beginning to 
drain the Association’s General Fund.

The alternative to a statutory levy is a special re
search levy set by The A.D.F.A.

The source of all these payments is, of course, the 
grower.

The Board has had initial talks with the Common
wealth Minister in charge of C.S.I.R.O. and with the 
Department of Primary Industry and it is now pos
sible to say that:—

1. The establishment of an Industry Research 
Fund is practicable and possible.

2. The Fund could be under statutory control.
3. Finances would be raised by either a com

pulsory statutory levy or a voluntary levy, 
either of which would be matched by Gov
ernment contribution at the time of ex
penditure. A compulsory levy would ensure 
a $ for $ matching.

4. A compulsory levy is preferable as it would 
guarantee a continuity of Industry support.

5. A Research Advisory Committee would be 
formed to administer the Fund and, based 
on other industries operating on a compul
sory statutory levy basis, the Committee 
would, in all probability, comprise one rep
resentative of all State Departments of 
Agriculture, one representative of C.S.I.R.O., 
one representative of the Department of 
Primary Industry and one or more Industry 
representatives.

6. The Fund would be under the control of 
specialists.

7. The Industry would retain the right to 
recommend programmes of research.

8. All programmes would be subject to 
scientific evaluation before moneys are com
mitted or spent.

The Board is of the opinion that an Industry Re
search Fund and Committee would be an advantage 
because matching Government contributions would be 
assured and a definite scientific programme would be 
established.

The report to Federal Council 1968 will be awaited 
with interest.

PRICES —  DRIED
The Tree Fruits Committee has agreed that sub

stantial increases in prices arc necessary to ensure a 
reasonable return to growers and has authorised in
creases on the Commonwealth market. Apricots will 
generally increase in price by 7 cents per lb. with 
some grades taking a slightly higher rise; all other

MR W. F. MIDDLETON TO RETIRE
During his address at the closure of Council the 

President, Mr W. F. Middleton, announced his inten
tion to retire from Branch activities and advised that 
he would not be eligible to attend Council in 1968.

Mr Middleton has been an active member of the 
Merbein Branch A.D.F.A. for a long period and has 
represented his Branch at Federal Council since 1953.

He was first appointed President of Federal Council 
in 1958 and has held the position continuously since 
that date. With his wide experience of the Industry, 
and his untiring enthusiasm, he has given wise and 
capable leadership during these years.

As a mark of its esteem, Federal Council placed 
on record its sincere appreciation of his service to 
the Dried Fruits Industry.

IN BRIEF
A.D.F.A. Board of Management

Mr Roy William Tiller of Cadell was elected by 
Federal Council to the Board of Management to fill 
a vacancy caused by the retirement of Mr R. F. Trott.

Mr Tiller has had lifetime experience in the Dried 
Fruits Industry. His family were original settlers in 
Waikerie and were associated with the establishment 
of the first pumping station in that district. His 
interest in Dried Fruits includes chairmanship of the 
Cadell Branch, A.D.F.A., for 14 years and Chairman 
of the Cadell Fruit Packers Ltd.

A warm welcome is extended to Mr Tiller. 

Budgets
The following budgets were approved by Federal

Council: —
Head Office Administration........................  $87,110
Vines P rom otion ...............................................  $460,000
Prunes P rom otion .............................................. $125,113

Both the promotion budgets include an estimated 
income from price surcharges.

National Farmers’ Union
Federal Council has agreed that The A.D.F.A., 

through the Board of Management, apply for member
ship of the National Farmers’ Union. The General 
Secretary-Manager held preliminary discussions with 
the N.F.U. in Canberra on 3rd January.

A.D.F.A. Promotion
It has been reported that the Advertising Manager 

of the prestige American journal “ McCalls” has re
marked that The A.D.F.A. Christmas recipe folder 
was one of the finest productions he had ever seen. 
He was so impressed that he used the recipe folder 
to highlight his marketing and advertising addresses 
to an International Food Company.

TREE FRUITS
varieties of Tree Fruits will increase in price by 5 
cents per lb.

The present pack estimates indicate that severe 
rationing will be necessary for Apricots but that 
there will be adequate supplies of Peaches, Pears & 
Nectarines to meet all markets.



WATER CONSERVATION AND SALINITY
The following resolutions of Federal Council indi

cate the serious consideration given by the Industry 
to problems of water conservation, supply and quality.

“That Federal Council A.D.F.A places on 
record and advises State and Federal water 
supply authorities of its appreciation and sup
port for current investigations into future water 
supply and salinity problems in the Murray 
Valley, but at the same time repeats and re
quests for urgent emergency action to divert 
the maximum possible amount of saline drain
age water to assist the fruit industry to survive 
the remainder of this very difficult season.

“ In view of the deferment of the construc
tion of Chowilla Dam, and recognising the 
need for maximum annual flow of good quality 
water in the lower reaches of the River Mur
ray to maintain present levels of production 
and allow for future development, Federal 
Council A.D.F.A. again requests the Federal 
Government to undertake an investigation into 
all aspects of quantity and quality and urge 
the four States of Queensland, Victoria, New 
South Wales and South Australia to meet with 
the Federal Government to draw up a new 
agreement for the unified control of the whole 
Murray-Darling system and all its tributaries 
and, as a preliminary and parallel step to 
achieve this end, Federal Council once again 
requests the Federal Government to set up a 
Committee of Enquiry of Engineers, plant 
growth specialists and practical irrigators with 
an independent Chairman to investigate, re
port on and suggest remedial action for the 
problem of salinity in the waters of the River 
Murray and its tributaries.”

“This Federal Council requests the Board of 
Management to approach the Federal Govern
ment to set up an authority along the lines of

the Snowy Mountains Authority to form a 
National Water Conservation and Seepage Dis
posal body.”

SALINITY
Commonwealth Aid.

The Minister for National Development^ (Mr Fair- 
bairn) announced on December 21st, 1967, that the 
Commonwealth Government would give Victoria $3.6 
million to help combat salinity in the River Murray.

The Minister said: “The two projects were ex
pected to prevent about 54,000 tons of salt entering 
the Murray each year. They would be completed by 
next summer.

“The first project will divert saline water at present 
draining into the river from the Mildura irrigation 
area.

“The water will be diverted into a depression about 
five miles away, where it will evaporate.

“The second project is to pump saline water from 
Barr Creek into four existing lakes, where it will 
evaporate.

“This work will involve construction of two small 
weirs, a large pumping station and six miles of 60-inch 
diameter pipeline.

“The Mildura scheme is estimated to cost $1.6 
million and the Barr Creek scheme $2 million. Each 
will dispose of about 27,000 tons of salt.”

Mr Fairbairn said the two projects were not in
tended to be the final solution to the salinity problem, 
but they were the best means of providing some early 
relief.

“They have been approved as a matter of urgency 
so as to have the works constructed in time for the 
next irrigation season,” he said.

In addition to the above, a partial diversion of the 
waters from Lake Hawthorn will give some immediate 
benefit to irrigators below Mildura.

WATER QUALITY AND IRRIGATED CROPS
L. D. Jones, Research Officer, 

S.R. & W.S.C., Red Cliffs.

Much has been said and written concerning water 
quality. This article attempts to discuss the significance 
of irrigation water as a source of salinity for soil and 
crops and set out possible levels of salinity which can 
cause damage to valuable horticultural crops.
Sources of Salinity for Growing Crops

In the Murray Valley there are three main sources 
of salt:—

(1) Salts existing in the soil profile before irriga
tion. Most of our soils have been subject to 
semi-arid conditions with little or no leaching 
with the result that there has been an 
accumulation in the profile.

(2) Upward rise of salt from saline water tables 
since the commencement of irrigation.

(3) Irrigation water.
The soil and the ground water are, in most cases, 

the major sources of salts which accumulate in plants. 
With proper leaching irrigations and efficient drain
age it is possible to control the salt level in the soil. 
When considering the salinity of irrigation water, then, 
it is important to realize that irrigation and drainage 
must be right.

Salinity in irrigation water becomes important in 
two ways:—

(1) Through its effect on tire soil, by raising the 
salinity of the soil solution in sandy soils or 
under conditions of poor drainage.

(2) Through direct absorption by the leaves, 
when used in overhead sprinkler irrigation. 

Salts Present in Irrigation Water
The salinity of irrigation water does not consist of 

one salt but several. The makeup of salt in River 
Murray water at Mildura can be expressed as follows:

Name C om m on  Name
% o f 
T ota l 
Salts

SODIUM CHLORIDE Common Salt 50
CALCIUM CARBONATE Lime 18
MAGNESIUM CARBONATE Magnesia 17
MAGNESIUM SULPHATE Epsom Salts 9
OTHERS 6

The factors of importance in considering the 
salinity of irrigation water are:—

(1) The total amount of salts present.
(2) The amount of sodium chloride.
(3 The amount of boron — a trace element.
(4) The amount of sodium in relationship to the 

total calcium, magnesium and sodium.
(1) Total Dissolved Solids (T.D.S.)

When the salinity of irrigation water is low 
this is the most significant factor as there is 
a reasonably constant relationship between 
T.D.S. and sodium chloride — Mid-Murray



total dissolved solids are approximately 60% 
sodium chloride and in Sunraysia approxim
ately 50%.

(2) Sodium Chloride
When dissolved, sodium chloride breaks up 
into sodium and chloride ions which can he 
taken up separately by plants. They are only 
required in small quantities for plant growth 
and surplus amounts taken up are stored in 
the leaf tissue. This uptake is continuous and 
in saline conditions sufficient may be taken 
up to cause damage to the leaf tissue which 
shows as leaf burn.
Where overhead sprinkler irrigation is used, 
uptake of sodium and chloride, by certain 
trees such as citrus, becomes important. Up
take of chloride is greatest during daytime 
irrigation, during hot windy weather and when 
the leaves are subject to intermittent wetting 
and drying.

(3) Boron
Though a trace element, boron is present in 
Mallee soils at fairly high levels and can be 
present in irrigation water due to drainage or 
seepage entering the supply.

(4) Amount of sodium in relation to the total of 
calcium, magnesium and sodium (Sodium %). 
Where a high proportion of sodium is present 
(% is greater than 60%) then the soil structure 
can be damaged. The sodium % of Murray 
River water is lower than 60%, so this factor 
is not significant along the Murray.

Ways of Measuring Salinity
(1) Total Dissolved Solids are generally measured 

using electrical conductivity equipment which 
works on the principle that the higher the 
salinity the more easily an electric current can 
pass through the water.

(2) Chloride can be determined electrically or by 
chemical determination. Quite often these 
readings are converted and expressed as 
sodium chloride — this a close approximation.

(3) Boron can be determined by converting it 
into a coloured salt and then measuring the 
intensity of the colour.

What is a dangerous level of Salinity in Water?
Whether a particular level of salinity is dangerous 

will depend on several factors:—
(1) How the water is applied—

(a) furrow irrigations should be uniformly 
applied and provide leaching of the root zone 
and removal of the surplus water by under
ground drainage;
(b) sprinkler irrigation has to take into account 
weather conditions, the efficiency of the de
sign of the layout and the type of sprinklers.

(2) The crop being grown.
Crops vary in their sensitivity to salinity. 
Citrus are the most sensitive and require the 
least concentrated soil solution. Also there are 
variations within the citrus group — lemons 
are the most sensitive and mandarins the least.

(3) Frequency of irrigation.
More frequent irrigation can reduce salinity 
hazards.

(4) Frequency of application of doubtful salinity 
water.
One irrigation with poor quality water may 
not be serious if other irrigations are with 
high quality water.

From these points it can be seen that for the Murray 
Valley a salinity level which will cause no economic 
damage to citrus, if applied with sprinklers, con
tinuously through the irrigation season, will suit most 
other crops as well.
What is this acceptable salinity in the Murray Valley?

Recently in Mildura a meeting between the 
A.D.F.A. Salinity Committee, the Sunraysia Salinity 
Committee and Government Departments agreed on 
tentative standards for water quality. As there has 
been no direct research work carried out on water 
quality standards in the Murray Valley, it should be 
realised that these may be modified in the light of 
future research work.
The salinity levels agreed upon were:—

(1) The safe limit for furrow irrigation of citrus, 
stone fruit and vines was considered to be 
150 parts per million of chloride which is 
equal to approximately 400 ppm of Total 
Dissolved Solids. This limit is for continuous 
year round irrigation with water of this 
salinity.

(2) In the particular case of overhead irrigation 
of citrus and soft fruits, during the summer 
months — from October to April — the safe 
limit for overhead irrigation was considered to 
be 100 parts per million of chloride, equal 
to approximately 300 ppm of total dissolved 
solids. However, for the period from May to 
September, 120 parts per million of chloride 
or approximately 340 ppm of total dissolved 
solids was considered suitable.

Both the above limits apply to continuous irrigation. 
As pointed out before, occasional irrigation at some
what higher salinity should not be harmful, provided 
the average quality is maintained.
Conclusion

There is great difficulty in setting water quality 
standards due to a wide variety of soil conditions 
and crops grown and these conditions must be 
appreciated when interpreting water quality figures.

Conversion Tables
There are several ways of expressing water quality and the following table is given as a useful guide for con

verting figures to the system familiar to the reader.
Electrical Conductivity

1 Micromho @  20 C. 
1 Millimlio @  20 C. 
Parts per million 
Parts per million 
ppm sodium chloride 
ppm. chloride

=  0.7 parts per million total dissolved solids (T.D.S.) 
=  700 ppm. T.D.S.
=  14.3 x grains per gallon.
=  10 x parts per 100,000.
=  1.65 x ppm. chloride (approx.)
=  0.3 average x T.D.S. (Synia) approx. For Sunraysia. 
=  0.21 x T.D.S. when T.D.S. is 0 - 100 ppm.
=  0.29 x T.D.S. when T.D.S. is 101 - 200 ppm.
=  0,34 x T.D.S. when T.D.S. is 201 - 300 ppm.
=  0.37 x T.D.S. when T.D.S. is 301 - 400 ppm.
=  0.40 x T.D.S. when T.D.S. is 401 - 500 ppm.
=  0.37 x T.D.S. (Mid Murray) approx.
=  (0.3 to 0.45) T.D.S. (South Aust.)



STABILIZATION
Industry to Seek New Plan

Federal Council has agreed that a renewal of the 
Dried Vine Fruits Stabilization Plan for a further five 
years following the expiry of the present Plan, is 
desirable and has authorised the Board of Manage
ment to negotiate accordingly.

In using the present Plan as the basis for negotia
tions, the Commonwealth Government will be request
ed to accept modifications which will improve the 
financial position of growers.

Without confining the Board’s powers of negotia
tion Federal Council has directed that the attention 
of the Minister for Primary Industry be brought to 
the following ways in which growers may be assisted:

(a) an increase in the maximum tonnage limit
ations for all varieties,

(b) elimination of the “give-or-take” principle 
and the substitution of a guarantee on cost 
of production,

(c) an increase in the amount of owner-oper
ator’s allowance to equal that allowed to 
wheat growers,

(d) a more generous allowance for various im
puted costs,

(e) reductions in the “ceiling” amounts to be 
held in the various Funds,

(f) the refund to growers who contributed to 
the present Plan of such moneys as may be 
lying to the credit of a particular Fund at 
the end of the Plan and that no portion of 
the contributions be withheld to establish 
a nucleus of any Fund in the second Plan.

The Board has already interviewed the Minister for 
Primary Industry that the Industry is seeking a new 
Plan and, it is hoped, detailed negotiations will com
mence early in the New Year.

Dried Tree Fruits
A proposal has been made by South Australia to 

obtain a Stabilization Plan for Dried Tree Fruits. 
Growers have stated that the present high cost of

production makes the growing of Dried Tree Fruits 
uneconomical and that Government assistance is 
necessary to enable the Industry to survive. The Board 
of Management is awaiting written submissions before 
making an approach to the Government.

STAMP DUTY AND HARBOUR 
CHARGES

Despite strong protests by The A.D.F.A. and other 
primary producer associations the Victorian Govern
ment has gone ahead with its proposal to drastically 
increase stamp duty and to impose harbour charges 
on primary products.

Under the new Stamps Act the exemption pre
viously extended to primary industries will be abolish
ed and, at the same time, the rate of duty will be 
heavily increased. The new rate will be 1 cent for 
each $10 of income or turnover.

The new Harbour Charges of $1 per ton will im
pose even greater costs and will further reduce 
growers’ realisations. The charge will apply to all 
fruit shipped from Victorian ports and does not dif
ferentiate between interstate and export markets.

While it is recognised that no Government can 
effectively operate without adequate funds this As
sociation is equally aware that primary industries with 
large export markets are the one section of the com
munity which cannot increase prices to absorb 
additional costs. Each of these costs will, therefore, 
reduce the average net returns to growers.

DEATH AT HEAD OFFICE
The death of Mr Jack West, 42, Administration 

Officer, is reported with the deepest regret. On 11th 
January, within a few hours of resuming duty after 
annual vacation, he died of a heart seizure.

All those who knew Jack West will wish to join in 
the expressions of sympathy which have been conveyed 
to his widow and children. Head Office has lost a 
kindly, well-liked employee and one who was devoted 
to the interests of the Association.

H E R A L D  G R A V U R E  P R I N T E R S
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