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LE STATUTORY BOARD
A.P.P.U. SEEKS PETITION

“Don’t Sign” says A.D.F.A. Chairman
As most growers are aware, the Association has for some time been investigating the desirability or otherwise of a Single Statutory Board. An interim report by the special Committee of Enquiry was presented to Federal Council 1966 and, arising from this, the Board of Management was instructed to carry out further investigations into the benefits which may accrue under a Single Statutory Board, and for this purpose carry out a detailed and critical examination of the present financial structure of the A.D.F.A. The constitutional legal implications of the establishment of a Single Statutory Board are being currently examined by a Constitutional Lawyer and the Board will be issuing a report on both these matters in September or October for presentation to Federal Council 1967.
It is indeed unfortunate then that the Australian Primary Producers’ Union should seek growers’ signatures to a petition asking the Commonwealth Government to take the necessary steps to establish a Single Statutory Board to control the Dried Vine Fruits Industry when Federal Council is not yet satisfied that such a Board would be in the best interests of growers. If the Commonwealth Government accedes to the request contained in the petition it must assume that the Federal Council of The Australian Dried Fruits Association is not the representative body of the Dried Fruits Industry and that growers generally do not support the Federal Council decision as it relates to a Single Statutory Board.
Growers who sign this petition will be acting disloyally to their own Association by conveying to the Government that, irrespective of the decision of Federal Council, a Single Statutory Board should be established.

RESEARCH
Prunes

The Association has agreed to make a grant of $2400 over a period of 3 years to assist the C.S.I.R.O. in research into Prunes problems. The current research programme includes:—(a) Studies of methods of determining the optimumharvest time for Prunes,(b) Assistance in dehydration particularly as itapplies to the conversion to parallel-flow procedure,(c) A study of the chemical constitution and thestructural form of the surface wax on Prunes. This wax is a strong barrier to moisture removal,(d) Further research into the packaging of moistPrunes to ensure sterilisation of the product,(e) Mechanical harvesting of fruit, bulk handling offresh and dried Prunes, and the production of pitted Prunes.
Dried Tree Fruits

The Association has also agreed to make a grant of $1500 to C.S.I.R.O. towards research into problems affecting Dried Tree Fruits, particularly in relation to sulphuring and storage.
Overseas Study Visits

The Association has also made a grant of $500 to C.S.I.R.O. in support of Mr A. J. Antcliff’s visit to the U.S.A. Mr Antcliff is investigating vine improvement, plant breeding, and mechanical harvesting of Dried Vine Fruits and is currently in California evaluating their research on these subjects.

SEASON 1967 PACK ESTIMATES
Figures from packing houses are now sufficiently firm to indicate a near record tonnage of Vine Fruits and an all time record pack of Prunes. Latest estimatesare:— TonsVine Fruits — C u rran ts .....................  9,405S u ltan as ...................... 86,800Raisins ..................... 8,183

104,388
Tree Fruits — A prico ts ...................... 2,950Peaches ..................... 605P e a r s ...........................  187Nectarines ................ 34

3,776
Prunes (p-w)   5,467

A carry over of 3051 tons for Season 1966 brings the total availability of Raisins to 11,234.
HEAD OFFICE LEVIES

The following levy rates have been set for Season1967:- Vine FruitsAdministration (including 8 centston to B ranches).....................  0.67 per tonPromotion .......................................  1.83 per ton
2.50 per ton

Tree FruitsAdministration (including 20cents ton to Branches) . . . . 2.00 per ton



Prunes
Administration (including 20cents ton to Branches) . . . . 2.00 per tonPromotion and R e se rv e .............  16.00 per ton

18.00 per ton
REPORT ON COMMONWEALTH MARKETING
Final delivery statistics for Season 1966 are now available and are now presented to show a comparison with 1965 Season, on a State basis, plus an indication of per capita consumption. The latter can only be an indication due to interstate selling by Distributors. 

VINE FRUITSFigures are presented in separate tables for Distributors and Manufacturers, then in total, in order to show the break-up between the two groups.
1966 PerTon- Rel to CapitaDistributors nage 1965 lbsV icto ria .................... 4295 +10.7% 2.9New South Wales 4619 +13.3% 2,36Queensland 2629 +30.0% 3,58South Australia 2148 +39.3% 4.25Western Australia 1031 +31.2% 2.76

Tasmania ............... 373 +  2.5% 2.25
15095 +17.6% 2.94

ManufacturersVictoria ............... 2270 +58 % 1,58New South Wales 2670 +20.8% 1,36Queensland . . . . 508 +41.0% .68South Australia 65 +13.8% .19Western Australia 426 + 4.9% 1.14
T asm ania................ 70 — .42

6009 +34.2% 1.17
Combined VinesDistributors . . . . .. 15095 +17.6% 2.94Manufacturers 6009 +34.2% 1.17

21104 +23 % 4.11
PRUNESVictoria .................. 600.32 +26% .42
New South Wales 1145.33 +7.5% .61Queensland . . . 599.54 +2.3% .81South Australia 203.06 -3.6% .42Western Australia 222.47 +37.4% .50Tasmania . . . 40.84 -10% .25Manufacturers . . . 30.14 -19% —

2841.70 +9.75% .55
TREE FRUITS

Sales of Tree Fruits were limited by the volume available, so comparative figures would not be valid.
COMMONWEALTH PROMOTION ACTIVITIES

Since our report in the last issue, the tempo of promotional activity has increased, which is desirable in what is usually a static period at retail level. In the period February to April, 1967, there were 154 Vine Promotions, and 67 for Prunes, making totals for the period July 1966 to April 1967, Vines 563 and Prunes 248.
Following the January-February campaign on Summer eating, a new theme of “Hearty Eating” with Dried Fruits has been supporting in-store promotions during May and June. Television has been used for this campaign, and its effectiveness is indicated by the increasing numbers of approaches from retail organizations for a promotional tie-up. Our promotional activity seems to be increasingly effective each month that passes.
The Home Economists department continues to handle many requests for recipes, and now that the new school project material is available, a large backlog of requests is gradually being satisfied. Distribution of the cook book “Kitchen Fun For Everyone” to

every school in the Commonwealth with a Domestic Science course, is nearing completion, when approximately 40,000 copies will have been distributed. Thus a new generation of young cooks is being introduced to Dried Fruits. The Home Economist is currently undergoing instruction by a Public Relations Consultant on the finer points of liaison with the Press, T.V. and Radio, Magazine Food Editresses, and other Home Economists.An Incentive Discount Plan has been approved to operate during Season 1967 for Vine Fruits. The Plan is designed to stimulate Distributors and Manufacturers to increase sales and usage of Vine Fruits by offering a rebate on the tonnage by which their purchases in 1967 Season exceed those they achieved in 1966 Season. For the purposes of the plan, Distributors and Manufacturers are divided into five groupings according to tonnages purchased in 1966 Season — under 50 tons, 51-140, 141-300, 301-450 and over 450 tons.The incentive to apply is at the rate of Nil, $10, $15, $20, $25 per ton, respectively, on the increase only, when tonnages are finalised at the end of 1967 Season. Tire plan is on trial for one year only, and will be assessed as to its effectiveness before a decision is made on its continuance or otherwise.The Prune Incentive Plan which has operated over the last two seasons has been discontinued this season.There has been quite a deal of activity in encouraging the production of new products containing Dried Fruits, and we hope to be in a position to report some success in this field before very long.A most successful launch has been made in Queensland by one of our Distributors, of a completely redesigned range of Vine Fruit packets. Most attractively designed, these packets have met with immediate acceptance, and in several cases stores report sales at higher than Christmas level. We are hoping that other packeters will follow this example, as product presentation is becoming increasingly important.A Promotion Conference, involving our Field Merchandisers from all States is to be held in Mildura on June 26th and 27th. The Conference will be told of our advertising and promotional plans for 1967-68, and introduced to the range of new point of sale material that will be available for in-store display throughout the year. Visits to a Packing House, C.D.F.S. Packeting Plant, and a vineyard block have been arranged, as the majority of staff attending have not visited the source of the product they promote.
PROMOTION BUDGET 1967-1968.

The following limits have been set by the Board and the Prunes Committee on promotion expenditure for the period 1-7-1967 -  30-6-1968:-Vine Fruits ..............................  $460,000Prunes ......................................... $125,000No budget was established for Tree Fruits as the availability of Season 1967 fruit made Commonwealth promotion unnecessary. A supplementary budget will be introduced in January 1968 if pack figures indicate the need for promotion.
EXPORT REBATE

In Season 1966 the Board of Management continued its policy of granting a rebate on the Vine Fruit content of manufactured foods exported. Rebate was set at 5 cents lb.Claims amounting to $18,521, a decrease of $2,834 under Season 1965, were accepted and paid on the following tonnages:— Tons ValuesCurrants ......................  23.12 $2,357Sultanas ...................... 157.28 $15,004Raisins ........................ 10.26 $1,160
190.66 $18,521

Because of a rise in the Commonwealth price the rebate for Season 1967 has been set at 7 cents lb.



IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PRUNE GROWERS
The Board of Management and the Prunes Committee has long been of the opinion that complete equity of realisations was not being maintained between growers of D’Agens and Robes. Robes, with the exception of some larger sizes and minor sales of 7 lb. cans to institutions, are difficult to sell on the Commonwealth Market. At the present time growers of D’Agens and Robes both share the same Commonwealth quota in final adjustment, a quota which is obtained mainly on the sale of D’Agens. Robe growers are, therefore, enjoying a Commonwealth quota which is not directly related to the sale of Robe Prunes.
The only way to achieve complete equity would be to establish separate pools for D’Agens and Robes. As this would almost certainly mean a reduction in realisations to Robe growers die Prunes Committee agreed that such a step should not be taken immediately, but to give notice to growers that this will commence in Season 1970. Growers will thus have three years’ notice to allow them to re-plant or to graft over to D’Agens.
The Prunes Committee has, therefore, agreed and the Board of Management has confirmed, that commencing with Season 1970, separate pools will be instituted for D’Agens and Robes.

SALINITY OF IRRIGATION WATERS
The Board has again approached the Commonwealth Government to appoint a Committee of engineer, plant growth specialists and practical irrigationists to investigate, report on, and suggest remedial action for the problem of salinity in the water of the River Murray and its tributaries.
In its previous approach the Board was advised that the River Murray Commission would be appointing a Consultant to investigate and advise on salinity, but stressed that the Commission had no power over the waters of the tributaries of the Murray.
In its new approach to the Government, the Acting General Secretary, on behalf of the Board, stated:

“The fact that the River Murray Commission has no jurisdiction over the waters of the tributaries of the Murray is particularly important. The degree of salinity entering the Murray River from its own headwaters is very low, and the natural feed back into the river from sub-stratum streams would, in itself, not be serious. The main source of salinity is undoubtedly the tributaries, the Goulburn and Loddon Rivers and Cohuna Creek in particular, and it is the salinity of these streams which must be controlled. On its own admission the River Murray Commission has no power to control these waters.
“While it is evident that a Consultant could have wide powers within his own sphere, my Board considers this is not sufficient. The Board is also concerned that the appointment of a Consultant may take a considerable time, certainly much longer than needed to establish a Committee as suggested by The A.D.F.A. Federal Council.
“My Board wishes to stress that the position is already serious and that immediate action is needed to arrest the increasing salinity of the river. A further year of low river flow, and this appears evident at this stage, will further increase the saline level. The granting of additional large water rights, with inevitable drainage back into the Murray, will also increase the salt content.
“Should the salinity of the River Murray increase to toxic level, and many irrigators believe it has already reached danger level, growers would suffer incalculable loss and the rehabilitation of the valley would take many years. It is essential that this should not be allowed to happen.
“My Board, therefore, again strongly recommends the appointment of a Committee on the lines defined by its Federal Council 1966. Failing this, the Board recommends the appointment of a Parliamentary Committee to investigate and advise on remedial action necessary to arrest the increased salinity of the Murray River and its tributaries. This could, perhaps, consist of joint representation by the Commonwealth and the States of New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia.”

In the meantime tire A.D.F.A. Salinity Committee continues to evaluate and report on changes of river salinity.

IN BRIEF
General Secretary-Manager abroad. Mr Curtis has now been away 3 months and his travels have taken him from Hong Kong to Bangkok, Turkey, Greece and Italy, and across Europe to London. He appears to be thoroughly enjoying himself although being kept very busy trying to take in all the points of interest. Pie described his trip through Europe as “rather hectic”, and is now enjoying a brief rest with friends and relatives in England.
I am sure all members of the Association will join in wishing him a very happy holiday.
Churchill Fellowship. Congratulations to Mr Roy Sainty of Griffith who has been awarded a Churchill Fellowship. The Fellowship has enabled Mr Sainty to travel to the United States of America, where he is currently investigating dehydration and processing methods, and mechanical harvesting of Prunes. It is certain that the Industry will benefit from Mr Sainty’s observations.
Hormone spray damage. Reports of hormone spray damage have again been received from the Mid Murray district of New South Wales. Unfortunately the N.S.W. Parliament has not yet introduced legislation to control aerial spraying in horticultural-viticul- tural areas.
Final adjustment. Head Office has had a busy 6 months and has issued Final Adjustments for 8 varieties as follows:—Sultanas 1965 February, Apricots 1966 February, Peaches 1966 March, Raisins 1965 March, Currants 1965 May, Currants 1966 June, Prunes 1966 in process, Sultanas 1966 in process.
Sales of Season 1966 Sultanas have been completed and Agents have been asked for final returns. As final sales always take place in London there is, of necessity, some delay between die time of the sales and die receipt of the realisations by Australian Agents. Final adjustment cannot proceed until details of the final charges and realisations are received in Australia.
Over 2000 tons of Season 1966 Raisins have yet to be cleared.
Federal Council 1967. Enquiries have been received asking why Federal Council is being held so late (15th- 17th November).
Federal Council always commences on die Wednesday following the second Tuesday in November. The Melbourne Cup falls on the first Tuesday and it would be almost impossible to obtain sufficient and satisfactory accommodation during that week. In 1967 the month commences on a Wednesday and, following this formula, Federal Council commences on Wednesday, 15th November. As a matter of interest, this is the latest possible date on which it could fall, and only occurs when the month commences on a Wednesday.
J. R. Gordon, O.B.E. It is pleasing to note that Mr J. R. Gordon of Irymple has been awarded the O.B.E. for services to the Dried Fruits Industry. Congratulations J. R.!



STABILIZATION 
Season 1965.

No Pay-in on Sultanas
Finalisation of all Season 1965 Stabilization Pools has now been completed and has resulted in a contribution (pay-in) by growers for Currants and Raisins. Sultanas fell between the $10 over $10 under Cost of Production point and no contribution is payable.
Varietal results are as follows:—

Currants Per Ton
Estimated average realisations $ 253.40Cost of Production 239.28
Excess over cost of production 14.12Grower retains 10.00
Contribution by grower  4,12

Sultanas
Estimated average realisations $ 239.33Cost of production 230.78
Excess over cost of production 8.55Grower retains 8.55

Raisins
Estimated average realisations $ 228.04Cost of production 214.28
Excess over cost of production 13.76Grower retains 10.00
Contribution by grower 3.76

Season 1966
As the Contribution provisions of the Stabilization Act do not apply for Currants when production falls below 8000 tons sweatbox weight and, as production for Season 1966 was only 7623 tons, no contribution by growers will be necessary.
Winding up of the Sultana Pool will commence im

mediately The A.D.F.A. completes final adjustment and Agents have issued Final Account Sales to Packers. This should take place in July or early August and it is hoped to have Stabilization calculations and audit completed by August or September.
Large quantities of Raisins remain unsold and it may be several months before this variety can go to adjustment.

VITICULTURAL NURSERY
As a further extension of its policy of actively assisting in research projects the Association has agreed to join with the Victorian Department of Agriculture in the establishment of a viticultural nursery for the propagation of nematode resistant root-stocks. The A.D.F.A. has leased four acres of land close to the Irymple research station and will pay the operating cost of the venture. The Department of Agriculture has agreed to establish, work and manage the nursery.
Initially two acres will be planted, the remaining two acres being held in reserve for further plantings, and the planting of additional varieties, as found necessary. Cuttings should be available to growers in the third year. After establishment, the cuttings need to be grafted over to fruit producing stock and active experiments in high production clones is being carried out by C.S.I.R.O. A high producing vine on a nematode resistant root-stock should result in a greater tonnage per acre.
A small local committee has been formed to 

administer the financial arrangements of the nursery 
and it is pleasing to note that Mr Lin Cameron is 
maintaining his interest in the Industry and has 
accepted a position on the Committee.

THE A.D.F.A.’s AIMS AND OBJECTS
TO PROMOTE the welfare of Australian growers of Dried Vine Fruits, Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes.
TO PRESERVE and protect the Australian Dried Fruits Industry.
TO MAINTAIN complete co-operation and unity of Dried Fruits growers for their own benefit and advantage.
TO DEAL with all matters which concern the welfare and livelihood of Dried Fruits growers and the Industry.

TO ENSURE that all Dried Fruits growers, according to locality, receive equitable treatment and consideration.
TO SO PRESERVE the proceeds of their production that Dried Fruits growers of a particular variety or varieties receive the utmost benefit.
TO ACHIEVE the continuance of all these objects by maintaining fair conditions between Dried Fruits growers, the Wholesale, Manufacturing and Retail trades, and the Consumer.
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