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FACTUAL INFORMATION & REPORTS FOR DRIED FRUITS GROWERS ON RECENTINDUSTRY EVENTS

Readers of this issue will see that it has a new title heading — “Australian Dried F s Journal” . This re
places the title of “Digest” .

The change has been made on the recommendation that the Association’s (and, indeed, ne Industry’s) official 
publication should be recognised as an authoritative publication, for not only is it distributed to all growers but 
is circulated to Government authorities and libraries, sections of the distribution trade and to a selected circle of 
overseas readers.

In short, it is the authoritative successor to the “Australian Dried Fruits News” which for many years, (until 
it ceased publication), was recognised throughout the wor Id as the official mouthpiece of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Industry.

While the “Journal” cannot expect to publish the same wealth of detail as the “News” provided, it will con
tinue to cover a wide range of subjects and events in a more topical form.

Salinity Committee
Little time was wasted in establishing “The A.D.F.A. 

Salinity Committee” following the decision of Federal 
Council that the problem of salinity in the River 
Murray waters required the closest attention.

The activities of the Committee will be to ensure 
that the waters of the Murray-Darling Rivers are not 
rendered unfit for the irrigation of horticultural plant
ings, and that salinity is kept within safety limits.

To this end the Committee is to collect, collate 
and circulate throughout Dried Fruits areas any avail
able technical knowledge which could help to main
tain maximum levels of production despite variations 
in water quality and with particular emphasis on salt 
management under irrigation; to have the discretionary 
power to invite technical advisors to attend meetings 
or to submit recommendations; to issue Press releases

Firmly Established
on subjects relating to the work of the Committee; 
and to arrange, or attend, deputations within its own 
area to representatives of Commonwealth, State or 
local Government or other authoritative bodies. Depu
tations to remote areas (e.g. a capital city) must first 
receive the Board’s approval.

The Committee comprises Mr. M. W. D. Firth 
(Robinvale) as Chairman, Messrs J. V. Seekamp and 
J. Deakin (South Australia), E. C. Orton (Sunraysia), 
and G. Hobson (Mid-Murray Valley). Mr. L. G. 
Cameron has been appointed Secretary. The Com
mittee’s first meeting was held on 18th January last.

With the approval of the Board, (subject to con
firmation at Federal Council 1967), a N.S.W. member 
will be added to the Committee as representation for 
that State is considered to be essential.

REPORT No. 2 OF THE A.D.F.A. PRODUCTIONS PROBLEMS COMMITTEE
At the request of the Salinity Committee we publish this report for the information of growers.

QUALITY OF IRRIGATION W A T E R  -  from ROBINVALE DOWN

There are indications that the salt content of the water in the lower Murray-Darling system is slowly increas
ing. In a few areas damage to plantings has already occurred at certain times. This report was prepared for the 
A.D.F.A. Productions Problems Committee to show the present and probable future position:

Water entering the main tributaries of our streams 
carries only a small amount of dissolved salts, but the 
concentration increases with passage down the river 
due to three main factors:

(1) concentration by evaporation;
(2) natural inflow of highly saline ground waters;
(3) deliberate discharge of drainage effluent into the 

stream.
Now to consider these points in more detail as they 

will apply to the Murray-Darling system in the future.
(1) The Murray River in South Australia

With a normal summer flow of about 2000 cusecs 
below Lake Victoria there is a highly significant in
crease in salt content between Lake Victoria and Berri 
(reported weekly on Station 5MV). There is a further

large increase between Berri and Waikerie with serious 
conditions likely to arise when Lock 3 pool level 
drops and water flows out of Lake Bonney.

Despite these salt gains the position in South Aus
tralia is not yet serious except for:

(1) the short period following a high river when 
the natural inflow of saline ground water causes a 
dramatic rise in salt content;

(2) a few areas where water is pumped from other 
than the mainstream.

Discharge of drainage effluent into the Murray in 
South Australia is not permitted and most community 
schemes finish in evaporation basins on the river flats 
where they can be flushed out during periods of very 
high river.
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After the completion of Chowilla Dam, South Aus
tralia will normally receive its water supply in large 
amounts at irregular intervals. It is presumed that 
most of tins water would be of low salt content. With 
5ft. of evaporation per annum there will be a con
siderable concentration by evaporation. Although steps 
are to be taken to minimise seepage under the dam 
wall it is reasonable to expect some entry of very 
highly saline water into the stream immediately below 
the dam. Natural seepage into the river will continue, 
as at present, from all existing and future irrigation 
areas.

As a result of the completion of Chowilla we can 
therefore expect in South Australia some periods when 
water quality will be better than our normal present 
summer supply. At times of water shortages — with 
Chowilla low and no fresh intake for a couple of years 
— the salt content of our irrigation water could easily 
rise to a serious level.

(2) The Murray River as far as Mildura
There is normally some summer discharge over the 

Mildura weir. After completion of Chowilla, this dis
charge will be reduced to the minimum. In the past, 
when flow past Mildura has ceased, there has been a 
marked rise in salt levels.

With drainage discharge from Red Cliffs and Robin- 
vale likely to continue, and with increasing interest 
in drainage in the Swan Hill, Cohuna, Kerang area, 
future salt levels are likely to rise.

An increase in drainage is also likely along the 
Murrumbidgee River downstream from Deniliquin 
and the only apparent outfall is into the river. Some 
of this water could be very highly saline.

If, in the future, the Murray flow is controlled to 
the point where there is a minimum discharge past 
Mildura, then the Mildura water supply could become

dangerously salty. Even if water were available at 
these times to flush out the Mildura pool, the South 
Australian authorities would be reluctant to accept it 
into a depleted Chowilla already concentrated by 
evaporation.

(3) The Darling River downstream from 
Minindee Lakes

The same conditions of non-flow past the Wentworth 
weir could operate as for Mildura with Merbein, 
Curlwaa and Coomealla pumping from a stationary 
lock pool.

The position with existing and future drainage dis
charge is also similar.

Although Darling water is normally low in salt con
tent, concentration by evaporation in the Minindee 
Lakes could cause a significant rise.

Conclusions
Without Chowilla Dam there is likely to be a slowly 

progressive deterioration in water quality in the Lower 
Murray, particularly in South Australia.

After completion of Chowilla the position could 
often be better in South Australia than without 
Chowilla, but for Sunraysia the position is very likely 
to worsen.

For all areas a very serious position could arise in 
the future during a period of low river flow with 
depleted river storages — as in January, 1966.

Urgent thought should be given now to steps that 
can be taken to avert the problem or reduce the 
severity of its possible effects.

It would seem that only a Federal authority can do 
anything to avert the problem, while at the same time 
State Departments of Agriculture and Water Supply 
organisations encourage better irrigation and drainage 
methods to reduce the effect of using this salty irriga
tion water.

Proposed Statutory Board
The Interim Report of the Committee of Enquiry 

was examined and discussed by Federal Council 1966. 
It was apparent that there were many complications 
and implications in establishing a statutory Board for 
the Industry and that further examination by Industry 
representatives and others was of the greatest import
ance. Federal Council, therefore, made three decisions 
regarding the report:

1. It should be “ laid on the Table” and be re
presented to 1967 Council. The opportunity 
is, therefore, available to closely examine the re
port and the issues involved in the light of 
Federal Council's discussions.

2. It should be forwarded to a constitutional 
lawyer for comment on legal aspects.

3. The Board to examine with Packers and 
Bankers the aspect of finance for growers.

It is now possible to report that the verbatim printed 
Minutes of Federal Council will be issued shortly so 
that Branches and delegates will have a helpful back
ground on which to appraise the broad issues set out 
in the interim report. Comments have now been re
ceived from the Association’s solicitors which, at 
present, the Board is carefully examining pending the 
furnishing of an Opinion by a Q.C. A Board sub
committee comprising the Chairman and Mr. J. R. 
Gordon will fully examine the financial aspects in 
collaboration with Packers and Bankers.

It is the responsibility of the Board to report back 
to Federal Council 1967 and to this end delegates, by 
September next, should be in possession of a compre
hensive document containing the Board’s report, the 
Committee’s interim report, the 1965 and 1966 ver
batim discussions at Federal Council and various legal 
opinions. There will be no doubt that, after appraisal 
of the interim report this year and the information 
which is yet to be issued, delegates to next Federal 
Council will be thoroughly informed.

Stabilization and Final Payments to Growers
Some enquiries have been received as to the pro

gress of finalising the 1965 pools and when growers 
can expect to receive final account sales. We are able 
to report that A.D.F.A. adjustment for Currants was 
finalised on 22 May, audited for stabilization on 16 
June and contribution of $4.12 gazetted 20 October 
last. Sultanas were adjusted on 27 February and at 
time of going to press some Stabilization returns from 
Packers are awaited. Raisins cannot yet be finalised by 
The A.D.F.A. as sales claims are still being received 
by Agents. Completion of Stabilization returns and 
Government audit cannot proceed until A.D.F.A. ad
justment has been finalised.

Churchill Fellowship Requirements
We have been asked for brief details regarding 

eligibility to apply for an Award.
The Fellowships are intended to provide opportuni

ties to Australian citizens to further their education, 
training or experience overseas. In general, awards will 
be made on the basis of distinguished achievement or 
promise of future achievement. Primary industry 
(management, production, sales, development or indus
trial relations) is included as one of the classifications. 
The closing date each year for applications is adver
tised.

Further information and application forms may be 
obtained from The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust, 
Box 478, P.O., Canberra City, A.C.T., or regional 
offices at Box 1, P.O., Kensington, N.S.W.; 146 West 
Toorak Road, South Yana, S.E.I., Vic.; c /o  Scholar
ships Dept. Elizabeth House, North Terrace, Adelaide, 
S.A.; or c /o  Mr Crump, 189 St. George’s Terrace, 
Perth, W.A.

The Association’s Finances
Expenditure for the 8 months to 28-2-1967 is com

pared with 1966-1967 budgets:



Section Budget Expenditure
Administration $81,047 $49,391
Promotion — Vines 443,700 201,364

. — Apricots 27,105 7,563
— Peaches 3,495 1,441
— Prunes 128,324 44,375

$683,671 $304,134

Commonwealth Sales
Delivery statistics are extracted quarterly. W e are 

now able to compare tonnages for the 9 months ended 
25th November, 1965 and 1966.

Vine Fruits: A 1966 increase of 2048 tons, or 
14.7%.

Tree Fruits: A 1966 decrease of 73 tons due to 
short availability of Apricots. All other varieties in
creased. Overall increase was 6.25 % .

Prunes: A 1966 increase of 124 tons, or 6.15% .
The Board, as a support to the promotion campaign, 

is now examining various incentive schemes to stimu
late even greater consumption.

Season 1967 Pack Estimates
While no one can be reasonably assured of tonnages 

until the fruit is safely in the packing houses latest 
estimates are Currants 10,000, Sultanas 77,000, Raisins 
8,500, Apricots 3002, Peaches 638, Pears 221, Nec
tarines 36, Prunes 4400 (p.w.). Total Vines 95,500; 
Tree Fruits 3,897. Grand Total 103,797 tons.

Commonwealth Promotion Activities
Our latest report from the Marketing Manager is for 

the period November-January last. Vine promotions 
held were 52 and Prunes 28. Media advertising 
tapered off on December 17th, and resumed on Janu
ary 21st, when a special campaign based on summer 
catering with Dried Fruits was launched with a double 
page color spread in “Women’s Weekly,”  “ Woman’s 
Day” and “ The New Idea.” This campaign is designed 
to promote interest during the usually quiet months of 
January-February. In-store display work was intensified 
during the pre-Christmas period and newly designed 
floor bins, showcards and other material were well re
ceived. The Home Economist filled many requests for 
Christmas, general and special recipes. Some 14,000 
copies of the cook book “Kitchen Fun for Everyone” 
were issued to schools before the festive vacation and 
distribution re-commenced early in the New Year.

The Marketing Manager has reported on the effec
tiveness of Royal Show exhibits which cost annually 
nearly $5,800. This net cost does not take into account 
permanent staff wages and the time spent on organising 
and supervising the Shows. This time could be more 
advantageously spent in promotion activity at point-of- 
sale. Accordingly, the Board has decided to discontinue 
Royal Show exhibits.

Recently an extensive consumer survey was carried 
out for The A.D.F.A. While the considerable data is 
now being studied by the Marketing Manager and the 
advertising agency to plan the most suitable forms of 
consumer approach it is interesting to note that most 
women are satisfied that Dried Fruit prices are reason
able by today’s standards, cooking still accounts for the 
greatest usage, older women use Dried Fruit more, but 
more younger women eat them raw, self-service stores 
are the biggest sales channel, Mixed Fruits are most 
commonly used. There is every indication that a large 
market awaits strong penetration into the field of non
users.

Commonwealth Price Breakdown
The request was made at Federal Council 1966 that 

a detailed break-down of prices from retail to sweat- 
box level be made available. Apart from the difficulty 
of briefly setting out a complicated structure we do not 
think that publication in the “Journal” is desirable.

Consideration will be given to providing a “break
down” schedule for the exclusive information of 
Federal Council 1967.

Interstate Field Day
Sponsored by The A.D.F.A. through its Merbein 

Branch arrangements are being made by the Horticul
tural Research Section, C.S.I.R.O. and the Victorian 
Dept, of Agriculture to hold a Field Day on Vine re
search on Thursday, 25th May next, at the Research 
Station, Merbein. The date coincides with a meeting of 
the C.S.I.R.O. Vine Improvement Committee so that it 
is anticipated that experts from the various Depart
ments of Agriculture will give informative talks. An 
additional speaker will be Mr. M. Rives, Station de 
Recherches de Viticulture, Bordeaux, France.

Subjects to be covered embrace Plant Improvement 
(selection and breeding, virus problems), Nematology 
and Pruning.

The Field Day will inform growers with tire most 
recent advances in selected areas of viticultural re
search.

IN BRIEF
Commonwealth Prices 1967. Currants and Sultanas 

have been increased by l i  cents-lb. (of which \  cent- 
lb. will be promotion income), Raisins take a \  cent-lb. 
rise. Seeded Raisins slightly more. Dried Tree Fruits 
prices have not changed. Prunes have risen by 2 cents- 
pkt. and the incentive discount has been withdrawn. 
New Terms and Conditions of Sale have been issued. 
Export rebate on manufactured foods containing Cur
rants, Sultanas and/or Raisins remains at 5 cents-lb.

Promotion Staff. The title “Field Supervisor” has 
been changed to “ Merchandising Manager” as being 
more in keeping with the level of trade contacts which 
have to be made. Mr. H. W. Graham is responsible 
for Northern States and Mr. K. Hodgson for Southern 
States.

Viticultural Nursery. A proposal to establish a nur
sery to propagate suitable root stocks and supply 
certified grafted vines has been referred to the 
C.S.I.R.O. Vine Improvement Research Committee for 
comment.

Aerial Spraying Control in Victoria. Hazardous areas 
have been defined but not yet proclaimed. Only certi
fied pilots can operate after 15 February. Pilot Chemi
cal Rating examinations were held in January and 
February and will be held again in June next.

Overseas Research. Subject to approval of C.S.I.R.O. 
The A.D.F.A. will grant $500 towards the cost of a 
visit to California by Mr A. J. Antcliff to investigate 
aspects of vine improvement, mechanical harvesting 
and plant breeding.

Hot Dip for Raisins. Depts. of Agriculture strongly 
recommend that only hot dip be used. Packers are not 
prepared to remove the penalty charge on cold dipped 
fruit.

Palletisation. C.D.F.S. is investigating the problem 
of standard size pallets for delivery of packed Dried 
Fruits.

Federal Council 1967. To be held in Melbourne on 
15-17 November.

Appointments. Mr. J. R. Gordon replaces Mr. L. G. 
Cameron as a Director of the Vine Fruits Stabiliza
tion Committee Ltd. Mr. F. H. Gill has been nominated 
to the Minister for Primary Industry as an A.D.F.A. 
representative on the Vine Fruits Research Committee 
in place of Mr. Cameron. Mr. W. A. Jackson becomes 
a Trustee of the Staff Superannuation Fund.

General Secretary-Manager. Mr. R. B. Curtis starts 
on Long Service Leave at the end of March and, with 
accumulated annual back-leave, will be away until the 
end of September next. He has received many expres
sions of goodwill for an enjoyable world trip. Mr. L. 
P. Burgess wall be Acting General Secretary during Mr. 
Curtis’s absence.



01 IKOnOI TOY A Y IT P A A IA N O Y  ZY N ETA IP IIM O Y  EHPON KAPRON
NA FIPOS20HZH xa arû KpspovTa xtov Auaxpa- 

Xcov Tiapaymycov fjqpcov Kapitwv.
NA nPOZTATEYZH xdv kXoc5 o.

NA EEAZOAAIZH xqv KaGoXiKf] cruvepyaaia 
Kai £voxr]xa xcov Tiapaycoycov £r|ptbv Kapucov y ia  
xo 5 iko xouq aupipEpov Kai npooSo.

NA AZXOAH0H oXa xa £rjxr|paxa 7iou a- 
tpopoGv xf]v EurjpEpia xcov Ttapaycoycov.

NA EAAZOAAIZH iar] pExaxEiprjai oXcov xcov 
Tiapaycoycov.

NA KATOXYPftZH xa aupcpEpovxa xouq ooaxE 
va Ttatpvouv xf]v avcbxaxrj Guvaxf] xipf] y ia  xa 
Tipoiovxa xouq.

NA AHMIOYPrHZH auvGqKEc; y ia  auvExq xi- 
pia auvaXXayf] pExa^u xcov Tiapaycoycov, xcov 
Sioprixocvcov, xcov raoXqxcov Kai xcov KaxavaXco- 
xcov.

UDRUZENJE AUSTRALISKIH PR0IZV0DJACA SUV06 IPREZERVISANOG VOCA
C IU E V II  SVRHE

DA UNAPREDI blagostanje Australiskih proizvod- 
jaca prezervisanog i suvog voca vinove loze, bezalko- 
holnog isuvih sljiva.

DA SACUVA i zastiti industriju prezervisanog i 
suvog voca u Australiji.

DA ODRZI punu saradnju i jedinstvo proizvodjaca 
prezervisanog i suvoga voca za njihovu sopstvenu 
prednost i korist.

DA RESAVA sve probleme u vezi odrzavanja i nep- 
retka industrije i proizvadjaca prezervisanog i suvog 
voca.

DA OBEZBEDI svima proizvodjacima prezervisanog 
i suvog voca pravedan postupak u njihovim problemi- 
ma prema krajevima u kojima se nalaze.

DA OMOGUCI proizvodjacima prezervisanog 
i suvog voca najvecu dobit prema vrsti ili vrstama 
njihovih produkata.

DA SACUVA neprekidno sve ove ciljeve odrzavajuci 
povoljne uslove izmedju proizvodjaca suvog i prezervi
sanog voca, industrije trgovina na malo i veliko i 
potrosaca.

FINI ED OBIETTIVI D ELL’ A .D .F .A .
PROMUOVERE il benessere dei coltivatori austra- 

liani di uva secca, frutta secca e prugne.
PRESERVARE e proteggere l ’industria australiana 

delle frutte secche.
MANTENERE completa cooperazione ed unita’ fra’ 

coltivatori di frutta secca per il loro stesso benflcio e 
convenienza.

TRATTARE ogni fatto dal quale dipenda il benes
sere e la sopravvivenza dei coltivatori di frutta come 
tali e dell’industria in generale.

ASSICURARE che tutti i coltivatori di frutta secca, 
a seconda delle localita’ , ricevano equo trattamento e 
consider azione.

PRESERVARE i prodotti in tale modo acciocche’ 
i prcduttori di una particolare varieta’ di frutta ri
cevano il piu’ alto profitto possibile.

OTTENERE la continuita’ di tutti questi obiettivi 
mantenendo buone relazioni fra i coltivatori, grossi- 
sti, manufattori, rivenditori e consumatori.

Issue of 
March, 1967
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DRIED FRUITS

JOURNAL
{Printed Matter Only)

The Senior 
C.S.I.R.O.
MERBEIN,

Officer in Charge, 
Horticultural Research 

( S t a t i o n ,

V i c .

If not claimed within 7 days, please return to 
THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS ASSOCIATION. 

Box 4524, Melbourne, C.l.


