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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Since the March edition of Dried Fruits News was published there 
have been several significant developments in the dried fruits 
industry. Firstly, we have experienced an excellent drying season 
after several difficult harvests, resulting in higher production and 
better quality fruit deliveries. A lso, we have seen an agreement 
reached between Sunbeam Foods & ADFA to set up a high level 
Consultative Committee, following Sunbeams' decision to purchase 
Angas Park Fruit Company. T he acquisition was subject to 
regulatory approval & the conclusion of commercial negotiations. 

Another positive was the recent decision by the Federal Minister for Agriculture, Warren 
Truss to allocate $60,000 to fund the development of a new dried grape grower training 
program for implementation by ADFA in 2004/2005 to help raise grower production, 
business & environmental skills and thus productivity & profitabi l ity. This funding was 
provided in response to an ADFA submission seeking funding for several industry 
redevelopment initiatives. 

The Consultative Committee 
Immediatel y after Sunbeam Foods announced the planned purchase of Angas Park, an ADFA 
Growers' Forum was held to consider the significant issues invol ved and determine an 
appropriate response. The Forum considered all views ranging from full support to serious 
concerns about the loss of another processor and the potential i mplications for price 
competition. After considering the pros & cons of the proposed acquisition, ADFA adopted 
the recommendation from the Forum calling for ADFA to support Sunbeam's purchase of 
Angas Park provided an agreement could be negotiated with Sunbeam Foods to establish a 
high level Consultative Group to focus on marketing, pricing, contract related issues and the 
open exchange of information from both parties. 

Sunbeam responded positively to the proposal and negotiations were concluded quickly, 
with both parties obtaining legal advice on the provisions of the M emorandum of 
Understanding. ADFA was consulted closely by the Australian Competition & Consumer 
Commission during this period. While we can' t make any promises about future outcomes, 
we can promise that ADFA is committed to making this new forum work effectively and 
provide growers with confidence that their interests and concerns are recei ving proper 
consideration by Sunbeam Foods. Additional details on the role of the Consultative 
Comm.ittee are outlined on page 3. 

Growers' Forum 
Another initiative implemented during March/April was the decision to adopt a Merbein 
branch proposal to establish an ADFA Growers' Forum for representati ves from branches to 
come together to discuss issues of concern and provide input to both the Board and the new 
Consultative Committee. The grower-only forum has created strong interest amongst 
branches and should prove to be a useful tool for issues identification & communication. 

The 2004 Season 
This harvest has been our best for some years. Details of this year's production and quality 
of fruit deliveries are covered elsewhere. Many growers achieved near record y ields and 
good grading results. However, there have been a number of significant i ssues emerge during 
harvest that ADFA wil l progress with Sunbeam Foods. M ajor issues to arise fTom the ADFA 
growers' forum held on 22 April 2004 included: verification of the accuracy of penalties 
appl ied; documentation to growers and effectiveness of grower communications. Sunbeam 
& ADFA have discussed most of these i ssues during the harvest period and action is already 
being taken on some. These are reported elsewhere. 

In concluding, 1 urge you to read the articles contained in this editi on which cover a range of 
current issues. These include industrial relations and the recent national wage case result, 
grower training program; the development of a Dried Fruits Industry Strategic Plan, as well 
as our plans for Federal Council 2004. 

Regards 

Peter L Jones Chairman 
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INDUSTRY NEWS FROM THE ADFA BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 

New Grower Consultative Committee 
As reported in the Chairman's column, ADFA & Sunbeam Foods 
have agreed to establish a new high level Consultative Committee to 
focus on issues related to the marketing of dried grapes. This move 
follows the decision by Sunbeam Foods to purchase Angas Park Fruit 
Company. 

The Consultative Committee will meet 2 or 3 times per annum and 
comprise 12 members, with 6 members nominated by Sunbeam and 
6 nominated by ADFA. In addition, we can nominate up to 2 
observers, with joint agreement. 

The ADFA Board of Management bas sought to ensure that a range 
of skills and enterprise size are represented when appointing the 
following members: Peter Jones (ADFA Chairman), Ivan Shaw, 
Henry Tankard, Neville Mitchell, Eddie Lloyd, Phil Chidgzey 
(ADFA General Manager). The two observer members are Allan 
Long & Ashley Johnstone. 

The ADFA recognizes that there are real grower concerns about the 
loss of another competitor for their product. The Consultative 
Committee will play an important role in providing input & advice to 
Sunbeam Foods and should have a positive influence on grower , 
confidence & commitment to the dried grape industry. 

The Consultative Committee wi ll provide a forum: 
for the open exchange of infom1ation & discussion about issues 
relating to marketing of dried grapes 
for Sunbeam to be able to explain the factors that are likely to 
affect its proposed pricing to growers and expected requirements 
for Australian dried grapes 
for outlining growers' perspective of issues facing the dried 
grape industry & especially the potential effect that any conduct 
Sunbeam implements may have on growers 
for Sunbeam to explain its perspective on key issues that may 
affect growers including factors that may be relevant to prices 
Sunbeam may offer in fu ture seasons. 
for discussion on practices of either Sunbeam or of growers that 
may be able to be improved for the benefit of the other group. 
to discuss issues arising out of, or requiring changes to, 
Sunbeam's grower contracts or the Supply Tern1s & Conditions 
For Non-contracted Growers 

Under the MOU, Sunbeam has agreed to supply general marketing & 
industry information including: expected import volumes, expected 
intake volumes, currency movements, world stocks & world pricing, 
market share & returns from domestic and export markets, and 
promotion strategies in domestic & export markets. ADFA will 
provide information that enables in-depth analysis of the industry 
situation & financial position of growers, including information on 
programs that may be undertaken to address areas of concern. 

While Committee members shall be required to observe commercial 
confidentiality in relation to information provided by Sunbeam, the 
MOU provides for joint statements to be issued on specific matters. 
However, ADFA will keep grower members informed in broad terms 
about the role and ongoing operations of the Consultative Committee. 

It is important for growers to know that the ADFA consulted closely 
with the Australian Competition & Consumer Commission (ACCC) 
about grower concerns and the MOU to establish the Consultative 
Committee arrangements before ACCC approval was given to 
Sunbeam 's purchase of Angas Park Fruit Company. 
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Imports 
Total imports for the 12 months ending 29 February 2004 were up 
20% to 22,207 tonnes, about 3,640 tonnes up on the same period last 
year. Currant imports were up by 1,163 tonnes. Sultana imports were 
up by 3,403 tonnes and imports of "other" dried vine fruits were 
down by 926 tonnes. 

Imports to 29 February 2004 were: 
Currants 
Sultanas 
Others 

2,728 tonnes 
16,38 1 tonnes 
3,097 tonnes 

Mildura Cooperative Fruit Company Purchases IPC Share In 

Sunbeam Foods 
The Mi ldura Cooperative Fruit Company has finalized negotiations 
to purchase Irymple Packing Company's 50% share in Sunbeam 
Foods Pty Ltd. The MCFC now owns 100% of Sunbeam Foods. 

Growers' Forum 
As reported by the Chairman, the ADFA Board recently agreed to 
implement a Merbein branch proposal to establish a regular forum for 
branch representatives to consider issues of concern. The forum held 
on 22 April 2004 considered a wide range of matters including: the 
new dried grape grower training program, the Sunbeam/ADFA 
Consultative Committee & suitable grower representatives, delivery 
documentation, grower communications, penalties for excessive 
trash, R&D and progress with a superwetter, HAL harvester options 
and ADFA membership. 

Dried Fruits Industry Strategic Plan 
A strategic planning process was recently in itiated by ADFA to 
develop a 3 year Strategic Plan for the dried fruits industry and 
ADFA. To date, 3 planni ng sessions, involving Board members, staff 
and a range of industry stakeholders have been held. The planning 
sessions have been faci litated by Ms Leonie Burrows. We hope to be 
able to present the final Strategic Plan to the ADFA Federal Council 
meeting on Tuesday 20 July 2004 for endorsement. 

Membership 
ADFA Corpora te Profile & Membership 
The ADFA Corporate Profile document provides details of the 
ADFA's history, current role and membership benefits. It includes 
updated inserts covering major current issues & activities and 
provides you with a revised ADFA contact list. Anyone interested in 
receiving a copy of this new ADFA publication should call Sharni on 
03 5023 5174. 

Fee for Service - 2004/05 Spray Diary 
The ADFA has decided to move to a fee-for-service for non
members. Non-members will be charged $20 for a copy of the 
2004/2005 ADFA Spray Diary. The Diary will be provided free of 
charge to members. All growers should note that Sunbeam Foods 
requires them to maintain the ADFA Spray Diary (or its equivalent) 
and submit the Chemical Spray Record annually in order to retain 
accreditation under the Dried Grape Approved Supplier Program. 

ADFA Web Site- Check it out: www.adfa.asn.au 
Note - the ADFA e-mail address has changed. General enquiries 
should be forwarded to enquiries@adfa.asn.au 
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• INDUSTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
DRIED GRAPE MARKETING REPORT 

Know-how for Horticulture'" 

HARVESTER PROGRAM CONCLUDES 

The dried fruits industry has achieved a remarkable uptake of 
trellis drying technology during the past 7 years. Mechanical 
harvesters now p ick approximately half the annual dried grape 
crop. 

As part of the strategy developed to faci litate the uptake of 
trellis drying it was also seen as important to assist those who 
wanted to redevelop their properties to Shaw swingarm trellis. 

A number of R&D initiatives have been undertaken in this area 
including: 

• Identification of sprays to remove cordon bunches in 
spnng. 

• Modification of wetting machine plans to enable it to fit 
over the trellis. 

• Publication of a booklet provi ding advice on the 
development of swingarm plantings. 

• Development of the radial head harvester for picking the 
tall and wide swingarm trellis. Harvesters using the radia l 
picking head are now being commercially manufactured 
by Mildura Irrigation Repairs and some growers have 
produced their own. 

• A harvesting program developed by DPI Victoria and later 
conducted by HAL to provide access by growers with 
small plantings of swingarm to a harvester. 

This harvester program has been very important with an 
estimated 170 vineyards picked during the li fe of the program 
which is now concluding. 

The harvester manufactured by Mi ldura Co-operative based on 
the design of ivan Shaw has harvested in excess of 200 acres 
in a season & picked properties from Robinvale downstream to 
Waikerie in South Australia. 

At last ... 
superannuation designed for 

jtme 2004 

The object of the program has been to enable small acreages to 
be harvested as required without fear of being bumped down 
the pecking order if larger jobs were available. 

It has been a service that growers have appreciated although it 
presents its challenges particularly if rain is coming or the 
harvester requi res downtime for maintenance. 

The harvester program has run for 5 years and now that 
commercially manufactured harvesters are available it is time 
to conclude the program and retire the harvester. 

Any grower interested in purchasing the harvester can obtain a 
tender document by contacting HAL's Mildura Office before 
tenders finishing C.O.B. June 18, 2004. 

Telephone 03 5022 1515 or emai l dfrdc@mildura.net.au 
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• INDUSTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

DRIED GRAPE MARKETING REPORT 
Know-how for Horticulture'" 

HORTICULTURE AUSTRALIA RESTRUCTURES 

Major changes have occurred in the organizational 
structure of HAL with the aim of providing better service 
to industry. 
The new structure bas established two key teams to 
manage industry programs: Industry Services and 
Professional Services. 

The Industry Services team will be industry's main point 
of contact with HAL. They will work with individual 
industries on planning and developing programs to deliver 
outcomes in the areas determined as providing the 
strongest return on investment based on bus iness analysis. 

The HAL staff in Industry Services will work across areas 
of specialisation covering all of HAL's R&D and 
marketing activities and will be responsible for the 
industry budgets. The industry services team members 
will work with multiple industries. The groupings of 
industries have been based on the natural synergies that 
exist in industry programs. 

Ross Skinner will continue to manage HAL's Mildura 
Office and will provide industry services to the dried fruit 
industries, table grapes, citrus, canning fruit and the 
tomato industries. These industries have their major 
production centres within the Murray Valley but with 
important sectors of the industries located throughout 
Australia. 

Professional Services will manage the R&D and 
marketing programs and the projects. 

The Professional Services team will facilitate the delivery 
of outcomes back to industry. They will work across 
areas of specialisation covering HAL's entire R&D and 
marketing activities to ensure across industry benefits are 
captured for individual industries. 

Areas of specialisation include breeding & evaluation 
projects, sustainable production practices, post-harvest 
research, domestic & export marketing & market access. 

These teams are supported by Corporate 
Communications, Business Management and Corporate 
Governance groups within HAL. Steps have been taken to 
ensure the transition phase is as smooth as possible to 
minimise impact on industry programs. 
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A new HAL logo has been introduced to capture the spirit 
of the new structure providing "Know-how for 
Ho.rticulture". 

In the past, industry program managers have undertaken 
the industry liaison role and have been required to have a 
knowledge base covering many areas of research. The 
new structure wil l co-ordinate knowledge and experience 
necessary to deliver the most from industry funded 
programs. 

HAL will have a stronger focus on industry planning 
needs, will be better able to deliver commercial benefits to 
industry and will be improving communication to 
industry. 

NEW 2004-05 RESEARCH PROJECTS 
HAL's Dried Grape Industry Advisory Group has 
supported levy funding for the following new projects: 

• Development of rain tolerant drying varieties to meet 
market specifications - CSIRO breeding program. 

• Further improve drying efficiency of bunches - DPI 
Victoria mechanization program. 

The lAC also endorsed four voluntary contribution 
projects to: 

• Provide an industry development officer (ADFA). 
• Facilitate the expansion of VAMVVIA source 

plantings. 
• Support a study tour by the Australian Vine 

Improvement Association. 
• Co-fund a study tour for Sunbeam's processing 

manager. 

2004 DELIVERIES OF DRIED GRAPES 
Total production of dried grapes is estimated to reach 
29,000 tonnes. This would be more than 10,000 tonnes up 
on last year and nearly 8,000 tonnes down on 2002. 
2004 deliveries to date, by variety, have been: 

• Sultanas 21,284 tonnes- more than 90% graded as 3,4 
& 5 crown light 

• GA Sultanas 455 tonnes - with 61% graded as 3,4 & 
5 crown light 

• Natural Sultanas 348 tonnes 
• Currants 2,147 tonnes - 95% graded 4 & 5 crown 
• Raisins I natural raisins 1,192 tonnes 
• Sunmuscats 1,142 tonnes 
• Flame seedless 50 tonnes 
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2004 HARVEST REVIEW - By Eddie Lloyd 

Some time last year I commented that every blocky during his or 
her career as a dried vine fruit grower should have at least one 
perfect season when everything goes right, a season to look back 
on as the ultimate by which to measure each succeeding harvest: 

• a record or near record crop 
• better weather with only a sprinkling of rain so that the end 

product is golden (if it is a sultana) 
• a high price 
• an accountant who is able to keep most of the ensuing profit 

from the ATO 

I cited 1944 & 1980 as examples - the first in my father 's time & 
the second during my brother's & my period as growers. Well , it 
has happened for us again, albeit with a couple of minor 
differences, and one of those for the better. This time the weather 
was so good for so long that even the last delivery contained fruit 
that was graded as 5 crown light with no deductions - something 
that never happened in the two seasons mentioned earlier. 

It could be argued that the other difference - that the price this 
season was not high; however with the delivery of so much first 
grade fruit with so few deductions, the fmancial result was quite 
acceptable. I admit that if there had been ,.much dark fruit with the 
accompanying monetary deduction, my percepti on of an 
acceptable price might have been different. 

So what else makes 2004 special? 

We began the season with threats of water shortage though as the 
year passed such threats became less and less likely and no 
problems eventuated. 

Budburst was promis ing thought at least a week late, the set was 
quite acceptable, but by January I was warning that the 
developing crop seemed to be behind in maturity and in berry 
size; in fact T felt that berry size was so poor that the crop was not 
going to live up to its early promise. 

I was wrong! While some vines on their own roots may have had 
undersized berries, most of the fruit from grafted vines was quite 
up to usual dimensions. There was minor burning in a short heat
wave in December and rather more damage from another in mid
February, though most of that damage occurred in vines that 
seemed (after the event) to be under stress from lack of sufficient 
water. 

Perhaps these hot events had one benefit- there was a remarkably 
low mealy bug population throughout the block. 
For some growers the real tragedy of season 2004 was that there 
was some early frost damage and other suffered from bail 
damage, so they could not join the general celebration. 

As harvest was beginning, there was the surprise announcement 
(to me) that Sunbeam Foods was negotiating to purchase the 
Angas Park Fruit Company. This was followed up a month later 
by a further announcement that the Mildura Cooperative Fruit 
Company was also negotiating to buy the IPC's 50% share of 
Sunbeam, effectively making Sunbeam Foods a fully owned 
subsidiary of MCFC. 

Harvest was about a week late, though not as late as the budburst 
might have suggested. The currant crop was satisfactory, thought 
the Carinas proved lighter than expected. The Sultanas were an 
absolute joy. I have commented that trellis drying comes into its 
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own in a good year & is not just for emergency use after rain 
damage. This season certainly proved that point. Though we had 
three or so loads (20 bins each) that were classed as 4 crown with 
deductions for blobs A, most of the crop was 5 crown with no 
deductions. 

One comment that must be made concerning the stricter rules 
regarding deductions for vine material etc from fruit delivered to 
packers, and in particular to Sunbeam. Growers had been warned 
at the Growers' Forum in January that Sunbeam was feeling the 
heat from customer complaints of vine material in packed fruit 
and that there would be a tightening up of vine material in 
delivered fruit- the action followed. 

Our first delivery of rack-dried sultanas resulted in a 2.5% 
deduction for excess vine material. The lesson was learnt as it was 
our only one for waste this season. If we proved anything, it was 
that trellis dried fruit could be delivered without any such penalty 
- but this does take work to achieve. We also demonstrated that 
near new harvesters are not necessary for such quality - our 
Upright is a '73 model and is therefore 31 years old. 

Much of our 5 crown fruit came off swing-arm trellis. Our 4 
crown & brown fruit - about I 0 tonnes of the latter - came off 
vine on narrow t-trellis with one or two foliage wires. The reason 
for the difference was the quality of crown bunches picked and 
hung on the trellis wires after spraying. A phenomenon that I have 
noticed over many years is that any bunch handled after treatment 
by the potash/drying oil mixture, darkens. The change of quality 
is not all that great, but it is often enough to downgrade some 
samples of trellis-dried sultanas. All of the vines on swing-arm 
trellis had their bunches picked before cutting and spraying -
either in early December, when crown bunches were picked and 
thrown on the ground, or just before cutting and spraying when 
the fruit was picked into buckets and dried on racks (first year 
Sunmuscats on swing-arm trellis). 

One last comment concerning green fruit - we found that the first 
of the sultanas taken from swing-arm trellis was under 13% 
moisture and so delivered 4 bins to Sunbeam as a trial. Three were 
clear of deduction and went 5 crown, but the fourth was declared 
to be green and was classed as such at 4 crown. From then on ALL 
sultanas and Sunmuscats were put through the bin dehydrator, 
whether dry or not to ensure that all green tinge was removed. We 
delivered no more fruit with green tinge. Fours hours in a bin 
dehydrator will get rid of green tinge as effectively as putting the 
fruit out in the sun - either process is trouble, but worth it. 
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2004 HARVEST - TECHNOLOGY AT WORK 

2004 was an exceptional harvest in terms of weather & quality of dried 
grapes. This article shows the technologies and practices now in 
common use in the dried grape industry. 

prior to summer pruning 

MECHANICAL SUMMER PRUNING 

Cutting canes to allow grapes to dry on the trellis 

HARVESTING 

Mechanised harvesting is now widely used & has significantly reduced 
labour requirements 
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DEHYDRATION 

Dried fruit is tiped into processor bins. 

BINS OF FRUIT 

average up to 0.5 tonnes each ready for delive1y to the 
processor. 

In addition to the above, increasing mechanisation offers growers the 
opportunity to remove cordon bunches with an Ammonium Nitrate 
spray application (in mid October) as well as mechanical leaf 
stripping (prior to wetting) allowing better drying emuls ion 
appl ication and increased exposure of grapes to sunlight. 

ADFA Dried Fruits News - 7 



DRYING FOR PROFIT PROGRAM 

A Summary of Drying for Profit Program Activities 
Extension: 

• Post harvest vineyard care workshop (7 Apri l 2004) - poor 
attendance due to difficult timing for many dried grape growers 
(although important decisions should have been being made 
about fertilizers at this time), lack of public ity and apathy. 

• Visit to Renmark Agricultural Bureau (5 Apri l 2004) - attended 
by ADFA & Sunbeam Foods. Renewed interest in drying grapes 
as a result of problems experienced with wineries in the 
Riverland. Considering diversification into Carina currants & 
Sunmuscats. Further contact regarding information on swing
arm trellis & intermediate type trellis. 

• 2004 Seasons photographs - digital photos being taken to record 
2004 season & kept on computer database for future use. Images 
being used in new promotional materials for the dried grape 
industry. 

Networks: 
• Grape-growers conference, late 2004 - meetings held with DPI 

& number of groups involved in the grape industry, including 
ADFA. Concept is to hold a 2-day conference aimed at grower 
level - targeting profitabi lity as the main message. ADFA 
supportive and believes that there will be a number of subjects 
suitable for dried grape growers. 

• Mildura Field Days - liaison with a range of publ ications with 
national and statewide circulation regarding editorial about the 
field days. 

• Irrigation Benchmarking - meeting with DPI regarding conduct 
of an irrigation benchmarking program. Provided comments on 
the proposed program. 

DFP Program Awareness: 
• Seems to be a reasonable level of grower awareness of the 

program and what ADFA may be able to offer them, as 
evidenced by the number and diversity of calls enquiring about 
issues. 

DRYING FOR PROFIT REMINDERS 

Gas Dehydrator Compliance 
Gas dehydrators must comply with Victorian Office of Gas Safety 
(OGS) regulations by February 2005. So rather than packing up 
dehydrators, growers should e ither make arrangements with their 
machine manufacturer to have the modifications completed now or 
park their dehydrator near the front of the shed so that it can be done 
soon. 

Trellis Drying Course 
This training course will be held again this year. It will be run in 4 
sessions over 6 months, covering topics from vineyard suitability, 
equipment required, tre llises suitable for summer pruning, 
establishing cordon based systems, as well as planning & operation 
ofthe summer pruning process. A practical sess ion will be conducted 
close to harvest. This is an opportunity for new growers or growers 
considering adopting summer pruning for the firSt time to gain the 
knowledge to be competent and confident enough to adopt this 
harvest practice on their properties. (See advertisement for further 
details.) 
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GRAPEVINE 
GRAFTLINGS 
& ROOTLINGS 

• Serving Austral ian Viticulture since 1952. 
• A VIA Accredited Nursery 
• Vine Improvement sourced material 
• Graftlings & Rootlings supplied as dormant 12mth 

old fie ld grown or 4-mth I 12-mth old container 
grown in biodegradable Plant Bands. 

• Hot Water Treated 
• Trichoderma protected. 
• Taking orders now for 2004 & 2005 requirements 
• 1200 x Sultana H5 on Schwarzman (I yr. old field vines) 

available for planting this winter. 

• We also stock a full range of container grown 
OLIVE, CITRUS, AVOCADO, PISTACHIO & 
PERSIMMON TREES 

Sunraysia Nurseries, 
PO Box 45, Sturt Highway, 

GOL GOL, NSW, 2738 
Ph: 03 5024 8502 Fax: 03 5024 8551 
Email: sales@sunraysianurseries.com.au 
Website: www.sunraysianurseries.com.au 

.. Will you be Trellis Drying 
in 2005? .. 

Why not update your skills by attending 
a Trellis Drying Short course - with 
4 sessions to be held over 6 months 

commencing 7th July 2004 

TOPICS INCLUDE: 
PROPERTY PLANNING; VINEYARD NUTRITION; 
SHAW SWINGARM TRELLIS; IRRIGATION 
MANAGEMENT; EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS; 
PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT; SUMMER PRUNING 
OPERATIONS; ADVANTAGES OF TRELLIS DRYING; 
SPRING CORDON BUNCH REMOVAL; 
SUITABLE VARIETIES/ROOTSTOCKS; 
WETTING I HARVESTING OPERATIONS; 
RE WORKING TEE TRELLIS TO SWINGARM; 

RISK MANAGEMENT IN ADVERSE CONDITIONS 

NUMBERS LIMITED - SO BOOK EARLY 
Cost: ADFA Members: $25 per session & 

Non-members: $35 per session 

For enrolment & more details contact John Hawtin, 
ADFA Industry Development Officer, (03) 50235174 
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PROFITABILITY FOCUS FOR NEW TRAINING PROGRAM 

EXPRESSIONS OF INT EREST SO UGHT FROM GROWERS 

ADFA will soon launch a new dried gr ape grower training 
program that has a strong business orientation a nd focus on 
helping growers increase their productivity and profitability. 
It is aimed a t strea mlining a year's work schedule & 
integrating knowledge to best commercial advantage on farm 
If you want to be part of this initiative in 2004/2005, then you 
should register your interest. 

As recently reported, ADFA has been successful in lobbying the 
Federal M inister for Agriculture to a llocate funds for the 
development of a new dried grape grower training program. 
As a result, consultants Scholefield Robinson Mildura, have been 
engaged by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry 
to develop a specialised training package. The consultancy has 
two stages - preparation of a training strategy (recently agreed to 
by an Industry Reference Group) & then the final train ing 
program & materials by 30 June 2004. Importantly, as ADFA 
believes that the new training program will offer significant 
potential benefits to participants, we wiiJ implement the new 
training program early in the new financial year 2004/2005. 

Stage 1: The Training Strategy - the cons6ltants will: 
Identify train ing needs of the dried grape industry by 
reviewing existing extension and train ing programs and 
course materials related to dried grape production against 
industry requirements; 
Review train ing materials and delivery methods used in other 
industries, to identify innovative and relevant approaches to 
adult education that could be used for the dried grape 
industry; 
Develop recommendations for a new dried grape grower
training program inc luding: requi red industry training, 
trammg techniques & trammg de li very methods. 
Recommendations to be developed in consultation with a 
dried grape industry reference group, chaired by ADFA 

Stage 2: The Training Program - the consultants will: 
Develop the dried grape grower-training program over a 12 
month growing cycle with supporting materials; 
Prepare a training program manual and workbook; 
Develop & design training using a range of delivery methods; 
The training program will be developed in consultation with 
the ADFA dried grape industry reference group & 
Develop a marketing plan for the training program. 

The consultants are working to a tight deadline so as to allow the 
program to be implemented by ADFA in 2004/2005 as a p ilot 
program, with a benchmarking component to provide essential 
performance information to participants. Broad, generi c 
performance data that is gathered will also be made available to 
other growers, to highl ight benefits that can accrue from such 
training and skills development when the new training program 
becomes broadly available in 2005/2006. 

ADFA is now seeking an expression of interest from those 
growers who wish to participate in the pilot program. ADFA 
envisages that the new training program will be eligible for 
Farmbis funding, which wi ll reduce the cost to individual 
growers. ADFA hopes to be able to limit the grower cost to about 
$250. 
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In terested growers should ring Phil C hidgzey o r J ohn Hawtin 
at ADFA to obtain an Expression of Interest form to formally 
register their interest in the training course. 

Final selection of participants in the Pilot Program will be made 
by the ADFA Board of Management. It is expected that a group of 
15-20 growers will do the Pilot Program and the aim wi ll be to 
include a mix of members & non-members, tradi tional & 
mechanized & representatives of major ethnic groups. Additional 
information wil l be provided to growers who subm it an EOI as 
soon as possible. 

Background: 
This tra ining program is one of a range of actions that have been 
proposed by ADFA to achieve strategic goals of: 

• An annual production target of 30,000 to 35,000 tonnes to 
ensure that processors and marketers can invest and plan with 
more certainty. 

• Mainta ining high quality dried grapes to ensure 
discrim ination in the market place. 

• Ensuring a sustainable industry, achieved through maintained 
profitability, reliable markets, and minimum environmental 
impact. 

Further, a major ADFA submission to the Federal Government in 
August 2003 outlined a number of key objectives for the industry, 
re levant to this trai ning program: 

• Reta ining the industry 's critical mass & capacity to increase 
supply of high quality fruit to both export & domestic 
markets by stimulating redevelopment through increased 
g rower investment in best practice production & 
environmental systems. 

• Improving the management, financia l, and technical base of 
the dried grape industry through targeted education and 
training programs. 

• Enhancing industry risk management practices through the 
adoption of technologies such as new vine varieties and 
advanced trellis systems. 

• Improving environmental outcomes through investment in 
new irrigation and management systems that enable more 
efficient water use and technologies that facil itate improved 
pest and disease contro l. 

• Achieving a three-year average performance benchmark of at 
least 7 ,400kg per hectare of dried fruit with operating costs at 
or below $950 per tonne, excluding manager's salary, tax, and 
depreciation." 

This training program will focus on ways of assisting growers 
achieve increased productivity & sustainable profitability. It will 
provide them with the skills & knowledge to analyze & evaluate 
their own dried vine grape business, make informed decisions 
about new production practices, and plan for fu ture 
redevelopment of their vineyard. 

The consultants have indicated that: 
• the best delivery approach for the dried grape industry is to 

use classroom sessions fol lowed by "hand-on", practical field 
demonstrations, and 

• the training program should be offered as a series of ten, ! 
day workshops over a 12 month period. Each workshop 
would involve a mid-morning session, late-morn ing session 
and afternoon field trips. 
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SUNBEAM FOODS I ANGAS PARK UPDATE 

Industry Changes 
Season 2004 has seen many significant events. Apart from 
experiencing a harvest where the dry ing cl imate was excellent, 
high grades were received, yields generally being very good and 
prices stro ng; we also saw a significant change in the ownership 
of the Industry Processing and Marketing sectors. 

On April 27th 2004 the sale of Angas Park to Sunbeam Foods was 
completed. This purchase wi ll see synergies achieved over both 
vine frui t and tree fru it production and marketing and will quickly 
provide many opportuni ties to drive the Australian Dried Fruits 
Industry forward. Angas Park's leading position in the dried tree 
fruit industry was a major factor in Sunbeam acquiring the 
company. 

Sunbeam Foods Manag ing Director, Steve Gorman stated that 
" the purchase of Angas Park is an exciting and critical 
development for our company and the Australian Dried Fruit 
Industry. Sunbeam Foods can now provide the most extensive 
range of quality products and will strive to not only meet but 
exceed our customer's expectations" . 

The acquis ition provides Sunbeam with both product and 
geographic d iversity, providing a critical hedge against adverse 
seasonal issues. Sunbeam intends to continue to operate all 
existing major faci lities in both Victoria and South Australia. 

Subsequent to the purchase of Angas Park by Sunbeam Foods the 
Mildura Co-operative Fruit Company Limited announced on the 
I Q•h May that it had purchased the 50 % share in Sunbeam Foods 
previously held by Irymple Packing Pty. Ltd. 

G ro up Managing Director of Mildura Co-operative Fruit 
Company Limited, Mark Hancock said "The Mildura Co
operative was o ne of the founding members of Sunbeam Foods in 
1925 and p rior to today Sunbeam Foods has never been owned by 
a single entity. This means Sunbeam Foods is a now wholly 
owned subsidiary of the Mildura Co-operative and securely in 
local hands. The recent acquisition of Angas Park by Sunbeam 
Foods and the Mildura Co-operative's purchase of Sunbeam are 
in li ne w ith the Mildura Co-operative's strategic directions, 
especially in re lation to industry rationalisation and consolidation 
that is necessary for sustainable growth, improvement and global 
competitiveness." 

Sunbeam ADFA Consultative Committee 
Sunbeam and the ADFA have signed an Agreement that will 
aUow formal consultation between growers nominated by the 
ADFA and Sunbeam senior management. Sunbeam will seek 
to provide general marketing & industry information to the 
Committee relevant to growers including: 
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expected import volumes, expected intake volumes, currency 
movements, world stocks (volumes & quali ties available), 
world pricing I market share & returns from domestic and 
export markets, promotion strategies in domestic & export 
markets, grower contracts , supply terms and conditions. 

Growers will be consul ted on various matters including costs and 
yields, the technology employed, varietal spread and competitive 
viticultural industries. 

Payment documentation. 
Sunbeam installed new Receivals and Payment software th is year 
and whi le some parts have worked satisfactori ly e.g. the receival 
and gradi ng data input and the delivery documentation; there have 
been others such as the Self Bill ing Invoice and Paym ent Advice 
which have not been satisfactory. This is being addressed and 
Sunbeam understands that growers require a clear and concise 
summary of what has been supplied and what the payment is 
against. Angas Park growers wi ll continue to receive Angas Park 
documentation for the remainder of their payments for season 
2004 deliveries. 

Grower Contracts 
Sunbeam is presently reviewing its supply forecast and growers 
that can supply sultana, sunmuscat, currants and raisins and who 
are interested in a supply contract should contact their F ield 
Officer so that discussions can be initiated. Angas Park supply 
contracts will of course continue and any growers with questions 
should contact Chris Ell is or David Swain. 

Processing and Marketing 
The 2004 fruit is processing well and shipments are regularly 
exiting for export destinations and to existing and new domestic 
retail and bulk customers. Angas Park has had a successful vi ne 
and tree frui t intake to ensure a ll their packs, including the new 
products launched last year, are suppl ied with top quality fru it. 

A working group has been established in conjunction with the 
ADFA to seek better understanding of how excess stalk and stem 
impacts on processing yields and costs. T he group wi ll 
collaborate on fin ding a practical solution to ensure these 
contaminants are minimised right through fruit production and 
processing . 

2004 Season Intake 
To date the Industry has received 27,100 tonnes (S ultanas -
22,500 tonnes, Curran ts - 2,200 tonnes, Raisins - I ,250 tonnes, 
Sunmuscats - I, 150 tonnes) and with the excellent drying 
conditions it is not surprising that the overall quality is excellent. 
Sultana yields have been good and this combined with 90% of the 

continued over page 
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SUNBEAM FOODS I ANGAS PARK UPDATE 

fruit delivered being light type, the result for grower returns is 
pleasing. Over 90% of the Currants delivered are 4 Crown or 
better, but the quantity received will see some market 
opportunities not realised. 

Dried Grape Approved Supplier Program (Quality Assurance) 
Over the past 3 years the Dried Vine Fruit 1 ndustry has 
implemented a Quality Assurance program designed to meet the 
requirements of domestic and export buyers. There are four 
elements that suppliers to Sunbeam have to complete. They are: 
Training 
Property audit 
Chemical users certificate 
Completion oftbe lndustry Spray Diary 

The 2004 season Spray Diary was due to be banded in before the 
end of January, so if you haven't returned the diary, please do so 
straight away. 

National Advertising 
Sunbeam Foods has just completed a national advertising 
campaign highlighting the nutritional benefits of dried fruit (99% 
Fat Free, High in Fibre, High in antioxidants). This campaign was 
highlighted across national women's magazines - Who Weekly, 
Super Food Ideas, Cosmo & New Woman with the objective of 
associating dried fruit with healthy snacking. The products 
featured were Sultanas, Peaches, Prunes and Apricots. Sunbeam is 
currently working through opportunities to significantly increase 
the promotion of the An gas Park brand and associated products. 
Sunbeam and Angas Park are both developing a line of new 
products, so watch out for these in the next few months. 

Sunmuscats -Now In a Box! 
Sunbeam Foods has recently re-released 
Sunmuscats in a box format. This change 
in packaging has improved the shelf 
presentation and increased the exposure 
of the product to consumers. Early 
results are proving positive with an 
increase in sales rates. 

DEPARTMENT OF 
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 

Drip Irrigation Course 
DATE : 18 June 2004 

This Course Covers : -
• Planning the System 
• System components 
• Installation 
• Evaluation of drip systems and performance 
• Practical session-Field evaluation 
• Operation and maintenance 
• Irrigation management 

Presenter: Denis Sparrow, Irrigation Consultant, 
Irrigated Crop M anagement Service, Rura l Solutions SA 

The course is located at the Department of Primary industries , 
Koorlong Ave. lrymple. Vic. 3498 

For further enquiries please contact Lee Field or Jenny Treeby at the 
Department of Primary Industries, Mildura Ph: (03)50514500 -The"""=elOI!e 
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Fruit on the Go 
Sunbeam introduces 2 new 
products in its handy pack range - Fruit on the Go Tropicana and 
Fruit Salad. 
These packs perfectly complement the very successful kids range 
with deliciously exotic flavours, a larger pack format and fresh 
new graphics. Fruit on the Go gives consumers more choice and 
encourages increased dried fruit consumption. 
Fruit on the Go is currently being advertised in women 's 
magazines nationally. 

Good Food Show 
Sunbeam will showcase its range of products at the Good Food 
Show in Melbourne again this year. The 2004 focus wi ll be on the 
new Fruit on the Go packs as well as sunmuscats, pitted prunes & 
pears, where consumers wi ll be able to sample products & gain 
more info rmation about dried frui t. The show runs from June 
12- 15'" at the Melbourne Conference & Exhibition Centre. Last 
year more than 30,000 peopl e sampled dried fruit products 
including surunuscats, peaches & tropical fruits. 

Supply & Processing Division 
Chris Ellis- General Manager - 50514 279 
David Swain- Supply Manager- 50514 265 

DEPARTMENT OF 
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
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Soil Moisture Monitoring 
Courses 

DATE : 17 June 2004 

This Course Covers : -
Reviewing the season- understanding your own information 
Monitoring soil water 
Plotting soil water data 
Interpreting soil water data 
Consultancy services 

Presenter: Mark Skewes, Senior Irrigation Consultant, 
Irrigated Crop Management Service, Rural Solutions SA 

The course is located at the Department of Primary industries , 
Koorlong Ave. lrymple. Vic . 3498 

For further enqui ries please contact Lee Field o r Jenny Treeb')at the 
Department of Primary Industries, Mildura Ph: (03)50514500 -The PSeu To Be 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL 2004 & MORE BRIEFS 

NEW FORMAT FOR ADFA FEDERAL COUNCIL 
TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY 20 JULY, 2004 

The ADFA Federal Council meeting & the Growers' Open Day 
wil l be held on the same day this year- Tuesday 20 July, 2004. 
The venue will be the Woolandra Room at the Settler 's Club, 
E ighth St, Mildura 

The formal Federal Council meeting will be held during the 
morning session (from 9am to about noon) and it will be 
fo llowed by the Growers' Open Day in the afternoon 
(2pm - 5.30pm). 

Federal Council formal business wi ll include: 
• Presentation of the Board Report for 2003/2004 
• Audited financial statements for 2003/2004 
• Board elections 
• Constitutional amendments 
• Board or branch motions 
• Other matters raised by Councillors 

The Open Day program will include presentations by: 
• ADFA Chairman 
• Chairman of Horticulture Australia Ltd Industry Advisory 

Committees (Marketing & R&D) 
• Sunbeam Foods 
• Chairman of the two Industry Trust Funds: 
- Dried Fruits Trust Inc. 
-Australian Dried Vine Fruits Trust Inc. 

The Growers' Open Day program may include a Keynote 
Address if an appropriate speaker can be found. 

WATER ALLOCATION OUTLOOK FOR 2004/2005 
On 23 March 2004, SRWA advised that the water a llocation 
outlook for the next irrigation season starting on 1" July 2004 
looked promising, with there being an 8 in I 0 chance of 
customers receiving I 00% allocation of entitlement by early 
August 2004. SRWA advised that inflows into Murray storages to 
date had not been adequate for a 100% allocation, with the first 
a llocation announcement on 1'' July most likely being less than 
100%. 

O n 17 May 2004, Goulburn Murray Water provided an updated 
outlook for allocations. GMW noted that significant water has 
been stored in Dartmouth for next season, and while the allocation 
on I July is expected to be better than 50%, there are 5 chances in 
10 that the allocation will be I 00% of Water R ight and Licence 
Volume on 15 August 2004. GMW will make the first seasonal 
allocation announcement on l July 2004. 

NFF & BUDGET 2004 - 05: POSITIVE OUTCOMES FOR 
AUSTRALIAN FARMERS 
The NFF has welcomed the Federal Budget's initiatives for 
farmers, in particular the renewed commitment to the Agriculture 
Advancing Australia (AAA) suite of programs and the substantial 
injection of funds for much-needed transport infrastructure in 
rura l Australia. The AAA package has delivered significant 
benefits to farmers through FarmBis, Farm Help & the Rural 
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F inancial Counsell ing Service and the Budget ensures that these 
programs will continue for the next four years, according to NFF. 
Other highlights include: 

• Increased infrastructure fundi ng 
• some reduction in the total allocation for FarmBis, (due to 

lower State matching funding) 
• total expected allocation of over $1 billion in drought 

ass istance by the end of 2005-06 
• signifi cant tax cuts to be provided to all Australians and many 

fanners would benefi t from the tax simpli fication measures 
• signifi cant Budget surplus & continued repayment of 

Commonwealth debt. Inflation forecast of 2% this year 
should underpin continued low interest rates. 

• extension of funding for Natural Heri tage Trust 
• $4.7 million for the Industry Partnerships trial within the 

AAA package 
• concessions to the Wine Equalisation Tax 
• extension of the National Landcare Programme for an 

additional two years 
• tax concession changes for irrigation water providers 

ATO Review of the Effective Life of Grapevines 
The Federal Government announced in the Federal Budget 2004 
that the accelerated depreciation of grapevines would be repealed. 
As a result, the ATO is now undertaking a review to determine the 
effective life for grapevines, to produce guidelines for growers. 
The new law will take effect from 1" October 2004. The ATO is 
consulting with industry organ izations and individual members. A 
draft wi ll be circulated for comment. 

2004/05 VICTORIAN BUDGET - SOME IDGHLIGHTS 
• $ 168m - new bushfi re package 
• $73m - rural roads package 
• $68m - Victorian Water Trust to upgrade irrigation systems 

and improve water supplies and sewerage treatment in rural 
towns. 

• $5.5m - over 3 years for Farmbis III. Farmbis is a jointly 
funded State-Commonweal th initiative. Farmbis III will: 
a) assist farmers to increase thei r self re liance, and 
b) enhance risk management & preparedness for all 
emergencies. 

INDUSTRIAL- 2004 WAGE CASE DECISION 
In early May 2004, the AIR.C granted an increase of $19 a week 
to all award rates - an amount that can be absorbed, however, into 
any 'over award' payments currently being provided; (this 
decision follows amounts of $17 & $ 18 granted in the two 
previous decisions) 

The latest increase does not flow to awards immediately. Separate 
applications must now be made in each award area and any 
increase cannot take effect until at least 12 months since the date 
of the last increase to that award 

Check out the new ADFA web site 

www.adfa.asn.au 
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Qantaslink, voted Best Regional Airline 2003 at the National Travel 

Industry Awards, has up to 64 flights a week between Mildura and 

Melbourne. Plus, we can connect you to the Qantas national and global 

network with ease. So whether you are flying for business or pleasure 

you can count on Qantaslink to help get you there. For flight details 

or to book, see your licensed travel agent or call Qantas on 13 I 3 I 3. 

~OANTASI.INK 
QXLEAO 175. Eastern Australia Airlines Pty Ltd ABN 77 00 I 599 024, Sunstate Airlines (Qid) Pty Ltd 
ABN 82 009 734 703 and National Jet Systems Pty Ltd ABN I I 008 279 203 as Q antaslink. 
Internet address: qantas.com 
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TRENDS IN SULTANA PRODUCTION AND CROP FORECASTING 

By Peter C lingeleffer, Caroline Tarr and Paul Petrie 
CSIRO P lant Industry, Horticulture Unit, Merbein, 3505 

There has been a very significant decline in planted area of Sultana from 25,000ha in the 1950's to approximately 9,000ha in 2003 
(Figure 1). Total production has been partly offset by increased yield from approximately I Otlha (2.2 t/ha dried) in the 1950's to an 
average of20t/ha (4.5t/ha dried) over the last 23 years. This trend has been attributed to re-development of vineyards with high yielding 
clones and rootstocks; lighter pruning on ta ller and wider trellises; improved water, nutrition and pest management, and the adoption 
of trellis dryi ng to reduce losses in wet seasons. 
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Figure / .· Trends in bearing area (ha) and yield (fresh weight, t/ha) of 
Australian Sultanas (1946-2003) 
(Source: ABS Viticulture statistics, 1946-2003) 

Table I :Average Su ltana area, yield and uti lisation 2000-2003 
(fresh weight) 
(Data source: ABS Viticulture statistics, 2000-2003). 

Season 1999/2000 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 

Bearing area(ha) 11718 10298 10340 9129 

Non bearing area (ha) 1005 355 273 314 

Wine grapes (t) 92972 738 12 65358 36032 

Drying grapes (t) 11 8275 72784 1242 12 72768 

Table grapes (t) 27488 20944 26650 19250 

Total production (t) 238736 167540 216219 127999 

Yield (tlba) 20.4 16.3 20.9 14.0 

The most recent statistics (seasons 2000-2003, Table I) show that 
removals of Su ltana have not been matched by increased 
plantings, despite the significant non-bearing area in season 2000. 
There has been a decline of 2,600 ha in bearing over the 4 years, 
including 1,200ha between 2002 and 2003. Total Sultana 
production in 2003 was 128,000t, a decrease of 88,000t compared 
to 2 16,000t in 2002. The very low average yield in 2003 of 
14.0t/ha can be attributed to low bunch numbers with low berries 
per bunch (Table 2) and rain damage just prior to harvest. In the 
2003 season 73,000t ( 16,000t dried) was used for dried fruit 
prod uction, the lowest in 20 years while 36,000t was processed 
in to wine, and 19,000t were table grapes. Based on expected 
commercial intakes it is likely that the average yield in 2004 will 
be well above recent averages, at around 24t/ha (5.3t/ha dried). 
CS lRO has been working over the past four seasons with industry 
bodies including the ADFA, the HA Ltd, Dried Fruit Quality 
Centre and dried fruit packers to predict dried fruit production. 

Predictions are made at two stages for crop development, the first 
is carried out using a model of bud fruitfulness, and the second 
using counts of berries and bunches from selected grower 
properties after fruit set. 

The model, developed at Merbein for own rooted Sultanas in the 
1960's by Jim Baldwin and refined by subsequent researchers is 
used to forecast frui tfulness of buds based on weather during a 
critical period in November-December of the previous season (ie. 
15 months before harvest). Long sunsh ine hours & warm 
temperatures induce higher inflorescence (flower bunch) numbers 
and thus higher fruit bunch numbers & yields. The model predicts 
the percentage of shoots that will carry at least one bunch at 
harvest. 

Whi le it's a useful tool which indicates potential yield in the following season it is not foo l proof, as in addition to inaccuracies in the 
model, other events (eg. weather at flowering & harvest) also impact on yield. Furthermore, analysis of long term yie ld trends (Fig.l) 
has shown that high temperatures in late December, 14 months before harvest can be linked to lower yields in the follow ing season, 
presumably due to stress effects on the development of inflorescences in the bud. A significant biennial response has also been 
identified suggesting that high yields in one season are followed by lower yields the following season. Weather data for the3-week 
sensitive period from November 15,2003, suggests that 63% of buds will produce frui tfu l shoots at harvest in 2004/05 which is sim ilar 
to the 60% prediction for season 2003/04. Knowing that yields in 2004 were higher than average, and that high yields are usually 
followed by a low yield (Figure 1), we could expect potential yield in 2004/05 to be similar or slightly lower than in 2003/04. 

Table 2· 

Season Bunches/Vine Berries/Bunch Berries/Vine Yield (t/ba) 

2000/01 29 288 7395 16.3 

2001/02 33 3 12 10197 20.9 

2002/03 36 2 10 7328 14.0 

2003/04 74 23 1 16908 24 (est.) 

* based on estimated commercial intakes and an estimated bearing area of 
8500ha 
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Table 2: Yield components of sampled 
properties and average regional Sultana 
yield 200 1-2004 (fresh weight) (Yield 
component data source: Dried Fruits Quality 
Centre; 
Yield data source: ABS Viticu lture statistics, 
2000-2003). 
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CROP FORECASTIN CONTINUED & MILDURA FIELD DAYS 

The second yield prediction is made after fruit set, in January of the harvest year. These yield estimates have been conducted on 20 
properties in each of the past four years (Table 2). The number of canes laid down per vine, the number of bunches on each cane, and 
the number of berries on each sampled bunch are counted and this allows the number of berries per bunch to be calculated. This yield 
prediction is far more accurate than the initial forecast, as it is closer to harvest. lt can account for all of the components of yield with 
the exception of berry size which accounts for 23% of yield variation between seasons for Sultana. Analysis of the yield components 
can help determine what events lead to high or low yields. Across the growers, bunch numbers for the 2003/04 season were much 
higher than in any other season, whereas berries per bunch were lower in both 2002/03 and 2003/04. As a consequence, berries per 
vine in season 2003/04 were about double the average of the previous seasons. The yield forecast for the just completed 2003/04 was 
predicted to be 25t/ha (fTesh weight) based on average berry weight of 1.5g. As indicated above, commercial experiences from the 
2003/04 harvest confi rm the high yield estimate but the final data are not yet available from the Austral ian Bureau of Statistics (ABS). 

A detailed analysis of the yield component data from the grower sites showed that the increase in bunch number and berries per vine 
from 2002/03 to 2003/04 was consistent across all growers, except fo r one grower who had 6 fewer bunches per vine. While the 
average number of berries per bunch was higher in 2003/04 compared to 2002/03 this response was not cons istent across the growers 
with 8 growers having fewer berries per bunch. Consistent advantages in using rootstocks could also be demonstrated from segregation 
into own roots and rootstocks (unspecified). 

Table 3: Yield components of sampled grower properties, segregated into own 
rooted (12 sites) and rootstock (8 sites) 2001-2004 (Source: Dried Fruits Quality 
Centre) 

Growers with rootstocks consistently had 
25% more bunches, slightly fewer berries per 
bunch and more berries per vine ( 13-45%) 
than own rooted growers (Table 3). Once a 
history of yields & yield components 
collected across the grower properties has 
been developed, regional yield will be able to 
be predicted based on berry number per vine. 

Season Bunches/Vine Berries/Bunch Berries/Vine 

own rootstock own rootstock own 

2001/02 31 40 316 314 9768 

2002/03 33 46 207 198 6929 
2003/04 67 86 236 221 16070 

PRIZE WINNERS FROM 
53rd MllDURA HORTICUlTURAl 

FIElD DAYS 
HElD 25-26 MAY 2004 

FRUIT QUALITY' AWARDS 

Sultanas: GG & AM Piscioneri 

Currants: P Middleton & KD & LM Ginn 

Raisins: M & DW Farnsworth 

Sunmuscats: EJ & OG Lloyd 

Overall Best Fruit of the Season: EJ & OG Lloyd 

WESTPAC PRIZES FOR THE BEST SITES 

Large Commercial Site: Haeusler 's Farm Supplies 

Small Commercial Site: Stihl Shop Mildura 

Large Machinery Site: Growmart 

Small Machinery Site: Lawrence & Hanson 

Advisory Services: lliverlink 

Special Education: Reptile Awareness Displays 
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rootstock 

12403 

8049 

18463 

SOME WEB SITES 

WORTH TRYING 

www.agnet.eom.au/ 

www.vff.org.aul 

www.infarmation.eom.au/ 

www.kondinin.com.au 

www.irrigation.org.au/ 

www. thefarmshed.com.aulweather/ 

www. wagenet. gov.au 

www.ato.gov.au/super 

www.abr. business.gov.au 

www.asic.gov.au/fido/fido.nsf 

www.snopes.com 
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FASTER SET UP 

Waratah® Anchor-FastTM end-strainer 

Waratah® Adjustable Stay 

Waratah® end assembly systems are so easy to erect you 

can do the job in a quarter of the time it takes with 

traditional methods. And while you're saving time, you'll 

also find them safer and simpler to tension and re-tension. 

Enquire at your local GROWMART store 
MILDURA (8th St), MILDURA (15th St) 

A COOMEALLA, RED CLIFFS, NANGILOC, 
~ ~L.__~~--R_O_BINVALE & NOW OPEN AT NYAH 

Owned by the farmers and community of Sunraysia 


