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MARKET OUTLOOK 

With the big tonnage of dried vine 
fruits produced this year now largely 
delivered to packing sheds the thoughts 
of growerS naturally turn t 0 the pros
pects for its di1sposal in oversea n:ar.k
ets, more particu~arly Gre.at B_ntam. 
The total crop is generally estimated 
at around 70,000 tons, which. is very 
close to the record reached 111 1929-
30 season-indeed, but for the damage 
to the River currants caused by the 
January rains it is quite possible th~t 
the Commonwealth Control Board s 
anticipations in their last annual re
port of "a 75,000-ton crop given fav
ourable con:ditions'' ntight have been 
realized inunediately. This means 
that, as in 19'29 and 1930, about 55,000 
tons will have to be exported, against 
some 32,000 in each of the past two 
years · and arou'nd 35,000 tonE-half 
the total harvest-will have to be sent 
to England. 

In the Old Country the position this 
year is vasfly different from what It 
was twelve hwnths ago when the first 
arrival61 of our fruit in London went 
on to a· practically ·bare market witl-t 
consequent high values ruling. Both 
:!:vi editerranean and Californian crop'>, 
which \Vt're much below normal in 
1931. were' large in 1932, and the heavy 
supplies' of thesle fruits fo Britain, to
gether with the continued depre•ssion, 
has b'eei1 the principal factor in: the 
steady drop in. values and tardiness of 
sales expedenced throughout the past 
nine months.·.. . ' 

Aust;·alian· · new season' sl fruit has 
now to ·face a well supplied market, 
London stocks including several 
tho·us.and tons of our own carry-over, 
and ·sales of first consignmen-ts, re
ports: of which have just come to hand 
all tend to indicate that opening values 
v:ill be below last' year's average op
ening rates of £65 for sultanalsJ and £53 
for currants. However, though the 
poaition appears to be somewhat diffi
cult the cot1'sistent high quality of 
.Otli' ~ul,faita~ -this season and the ever 
WC\t~hf!JI ~ff?~'~ of the Londen afteticy 

of the Control Board should comb1inc 
to ensure us the best returns possible 
under the circtanstauces. 

A.D.F.A. RULES 

Mr. Howie Replies to 
Criticism 

The following reply from the A.D. 
F. A. chairman to a letter from Mr. 
C. A. Ritchie, appeared in a recent 
issue of ''The Murray Pioneer":-

Dear Sir,-Messrs. C. A. Ritchie 
& Sons, in a Jetter appearing in your 
issue of April 6·, address several 
specific questions to me on the ques
tion of A.D.F.A. sheds and ''out
side" fruit. 

In reply to Messrs. Ritchie's first 
statement regarding the packing and 
purchasing of fruit. The Association 
rule dealing with this, reads as fol
lows:-"Packers' application for af
filiation shall be to the following ef
fect: 'We desire to be registered as 
Association Packers under the fol
lowing conditions-condition 2, That 
we wi!J not, as a con~pany or an in
clividual member of such company, 
purchase fruit from members of the 
ARsociation, or from growers outside 
the Association, except with the con
sent of the District Executive, , . . ; 
Condition 6, That we will only receive 
fruit that has been in'structed to go 
to the Association agents, unless with 
the consent of the nearest District 
Executive' ". 

With regard to the buying of fruit, 
I am not aware of any permission 
having been given this season for an 
A.D.F.A. paclrer to ·buy fruit, at
though I am aware that one shed pro
prietor has sot~ght1 this pel'lmis·sionl 
and has been requested by the local 
executive to submit each case to be 
dealt with on its merits. 

Regarding the pacRing of fruit by 
A.D.F.A. sheds for other than As
sociation agents, this practice has 
been countenanced in districts where 
packing facilities are restricterl, fot· 
several years. Further, application 
has been made and permission granted 
in this district in one instance. 

Messrs. Ritchie aslt me how I can 
reconcile the refusal of the local exe
cutive to recon~1nend his firm's af
filiation., I can only state that Messrs 
Ritchie's application was not made 
in the terms prescribed by the Asso
ciation, whereby the right to paclr 
"outside" fruit would come under the 
iuriscliction of the local executive. 
\Vhat Messrs. Ritchie asked for was 
practically carte blanche to do as 
they pleased. 

The ca·se of the large grower in I\'en
mark who is cited as having made a 
statement that he would be in a bet
ter position to-day if he had not been 
loyal to the Association, is the case of 
any grower who prior to control le
giRlation had thought fit to dodge his 
obliga,tions in regard to export. 
Messrs. Ritchie quote siich a remarlt 
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quite apart from its context, and this 
large grower knew ju'st as well as 
Messrs. Ritchie knew, that the oppor
tunity for such 1nonetary gain was 
only possible whilst the great ma
jority of growers· remained Joyal and 
fulfilled their export obligations. For~ 
tunately for the industry the great 
body of growers in Victoria n,nd South 
Australia did remain loyal to those 
principles which have now been ac
cepted by all the States and which 
have stood the te'st. Since the con
trol legislation the opportunities for 
£xport evasion have been very much 
restricted and Association returns are 
generally on a higher level than those 
recei1~ed from other sources. How
ever, I do not think that Messrs. Rit
chie wish me to take it that they are 
the champions of "outside" dealing. 
Youi's, etc. 

H. D. HOWIE, 
(Cha1rn1an A.D.F.A. Board of 

Management). 

"APPARENT OVER· 
SUPPLY" 

Control Board Chairman's 
Views 

''Prices obtained for dried vine 
fruits in the past season-of the ut
most' value to the industry-may not 
be possible this s1eason under the 
changed conditions, with an apparent 
O\'er-s'upplying throughout the world," 
said the chairman of the Common
wealth Dried Fruits Export' Control 
board (:Mr. W. C. P. Thomas). 

Much, he continued, would depend 
on the co~trse of ·political and econom
ic conditions in Europe and Britain. 
It was pleasing that the Aust'ralian 
crop would enter the market with the 
?.dvantage of uniformly high quality, 
especie.lly for sult'anas, which would 
probably be of the highet standard 
for at lea.st 10 years. The pack in 
Australia might reach a total output 
of 70,000 tons, and it was unfortunate 
that such a large crop should syn
chronise with heavy production in 
1vf editerranean countries and Califor-
n~. I 

IV[r, Thomas expre,csed concern as 
to the effect on the Et!ropean market 
of the production of sultanas in 
Samarkand and Turkestan, where the 
fruit was produced at very low cost. 

Excessive importations of American, 
Turkish and other foreign fruits 
previous t'o the coming into force of 
the Ottawa T'rade Agreement had re
sul,t'ecl in an over-supply of fruit in 
Britain, but this might be reduced 
considerably by the time th.e main 
Australian crop reached the market, 
added Mr. Thomas. 

He thought the shipments 
ada would be maint'aine,d at 
season's level. ' 
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COMMONWEALTH AND EXPORT PRICES 
Comparison Shows Small Difference 

Following upon the last meeting of the Board of Management it is 
intended to issue •{:he following statement:-

Recently when the State Boarchi 
al11ended reg-ulation1: were under c:iis
ctission by the Victorian State Go
vernment, and also when the control 
of dried ti·ee fruits was being con
sidered by the Federal Government, 
an attack was made tlll'Dii tile industry 
by one of the members .. on the gTom'ids 
that Australian prices were being 
maintained upon far too high a level 
in compat·ison to world prices. 'l'his 
opinion is widely but en'oheously held 
by many in Australia. It seems to be 
generally assumed that because the 
industry has a protective duty of 6d, 
per lb. on dried fruits, and is well or
ganf>«led by a growers' assoeiatio11, 
that advantage is taken by the As
soCiation to fix prices that are un
duly high. 

This is a mistaken idea, as' the As
sociation has maintained a steady 
level of 'prices from year to year, fol• 
lowing the pt~Inciple of fait• dealing 
betweel~ grower ancl consumer. WI1at 
the Association has· done is to avo!d 
on the home marl;:et those violent 
fluctuations of price levels which have 
occurred in various ovl'n'seas mar
kets owing to large accumulations or 
stocks, which are sold at ruinous 
!Jrices to the producers, but which 
experie1tce shows do not often benefit 
the consmner. \'\There the erroneous 
\dea arises is taking into cornparison 
the wholesale prices on one hand and 
the retail prices on the other. Re
cently a comprehensive Jist of retail 
\1rices was obtained from stores in 
Great Britain, which showed the price 
levels of the various dried fruits to be 
Vet·y similat· to those obtaining in 
Australia. 

However, apart from this evidence, 
let us examine the actual returns ob
iRined from the home mnrlret and tl1e 

AUSTRALIAN BOXES 

Forest Products Division 
Experiments 

Durillg a rt:cent visit to Mildura, Mr 
_rr. H. Boas, chid of t'he Division of 
1Forest Products, who was accompanied 

1\Tr. Lang lands, of the Council for 
entific an:d IndustriaL Research said 
an int<?rview with a representative 

"Sunraysia Daily,'' th~t he was 
111ainly interest'ed in th_e question of 
boxes, and had come to the cen,tre to 

first-hand knowledge of the re-
quirem,ent'~ and th" difficulties unsJev 

f. o. b. Values l'eCeived from the ex
port trade. For the purpose of this 
comparison the main item to be <1on
sidered is the sultana., as this fruit i.s 
the largest prochlCtion crop also th" 
largest "eller both in Aue·tralia nnd 
other markets. 'l'he AEsocia tion f.\ v
erage t•eturns from the two markets 
for the past three years n.re as follows: 

Common-
wealth Export Differ. 
£ s d £ s d £ s d 

1930 39 9 7 35 8 6 4 1 1 
1931 54 1 0 49 19 0 4 2 0 
1932 (est) 46 0 0 42 0 0 4 0 0 

The difference is less than lid. per 
lb., which Shows that only 8. 3 per 
cent. of the effective tariff of 6d, per 
lb., has been applied to Australian 
prices. How many industries with 
such an mnple protection can claim to 
have used it so reasonably? 

One of the ftrtdi11gS of the ottawa 
Conference was that no _ return to 
prosperity could be anticipated until 
price levels were restored. Although 
the Association has from time to 
time reduced prices, as in the case of 
the 1933 crop of sultanas, can it be 
'blamed for avoiding as far as it is 
within it's powers, those ruinous price 
crashes that have reduced some of 
tile primary industries in Australia to . 
such a parlous state that Government 
assistance is being clamored for on 
every side ? 

In the past the industry has had to 
seek the aid of parliaments, mainly 
with the view to help in Its organiza
tion and control, and it is felt that 
with a knowledge of these facts the 
policy rmd practices of the Association 
will be better appreciated. 
-AUSTRALIAN DRIED Fl\:UITS 

ASBOCIA.TION. 

which packers and shippers were lab
oming-. A great number of the sheds 
had been visit'ed, and observations had 
been made of the timber supplies and 
method of manufacture. After 
investigations of the problems, based 

on the information gained, it was hoP
ed that' the division would be able to 
make sugg•estions that would help the 
industry to overcome the very real 
difficulties it vvas experiencing. The 
problem of the bes,t type of nail to be 
used in manufacture was a vital one, 
a:nd experim.entsl were at present be
ing carried out with practically every 
type of nail on the market to find 
which revealed the greatest holding 
capacity. Ove.r 7,000 expe'riments had 

been conducted in conneation with this 
maHer and reports on the results 
would shortly be published. 

Insect-Proof Boxes 
The department was a.!stl interested' 

i.n devdoping a type of box as nearly. 
mse.ct-proof as possible, ll.nd experi..:l 
ments were being conducted with this' 
end in vi_e\V. Special tests of a sug
gdted naiting schedule, desigjned to 
pwevent the pulling away of nidls as 
far as possible, were being conducted. 
A n~achine was employed for this 
purpos_e, which subjected; ·the boxes' 
to similar handlrng i o th'l: which 
would be experienced in transport, and 
the res is lance to the l~aPdling was -
carefully noted. Experimental ship
merit's from Mildura hau also been ,,r
•ranged and .these would be checked 
l'lt Melbourne and again at London, 
The results of the3e experiments 
would then be published f•)r the bene· 
fit of the growers and JJackers. 

CURRANT GRADES 

Type-Fixing for Non-Irri
gated Areas 

A meeting of dried fruit packers in 
the South Australian non-irrigated 
areas of the Department of Commerce 
Port' Adelaide, to select standard types 
of currants produced in the non-irri
gated areas during the present season. 
The following attended: Messrs. E. 
C. Deland (Stanley Dried Fruiuts Ag
sociation Ltd,, Clare), D. Farmer (An
gast'on Fruit Growers' Co-op. Society 
Ltd.), V. A. Pool (McLaren Valle 
Fruiut Packers Ltd.); representing .the 
Department of Commerce-Messrs. F. 
V. Collins, Chief Inspector Cqle, In
spector Ekins; tepresenting· the S .A. 
Dried Fruit'us Board-the Secretary 
(lvir. vV. N. Twiss), who tendered a;1 
apology for the absence of the deputy 
chairman (Mr. Hugh Crawford), the 
chair111ani (Mr. Pope) being absent 
from Australia on official business, 

Samples of currants from Clare, A.n~
gaston and McLaren Vale were dis
played and it was agreed that the rep-· 
resentatives of the three packing or'
ganizations in co-operation with Mr. 
Cole should recommend to the Depa,rt
ment of Commerce standard types for 
the .,everal grades.. Samples o£ 3-
crown types were n;conunended to the 
Departmental officers and were acc.,p
ted for the . standa.rd . grades for the · 
pt·esent season. Suitable samples 
for _establishing 4-crown and l·crown 

· < re not available. It W'l~ agree-d 
that the s'amples displayed .were equal 
in quality to those of previous sen-
sons. 

Mr. Deland submitted an intet•e:;t-
ing sample of stultanas pr<)'cfuce(i ia 
the Clare area t~nd treated by· den:,a.-
ratio~t, ,. · · 

i 
"··I 
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A.D.F.A. BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
Meeting Held in Melbourne, Commencing Thursday, 

March 23 

(ALL RIGHTiS RESERVED) 

Present': 1lessrs. H. D. Howie, 1932 season's fruit ~d. le9's than the 
(chairman), J. B. Murdoch, A. R. above rates for the various grades. 
Lawrence, D. C. V/interbottom. J · Lexias and Wjalthams:-
Gordon. P. :Malloch, Mr. P. H. Rut- 5-crown .. 
lidge intimated by telegram that he 4-crown . . . . , , . . . . 

6~d. 
5~d. 
4!ld. would not be able to attend until af- 3-crown . . . . . . . . . . 

ter 12 o'cock. 2-crown (for seeding 
Members of Council Pres'ent: Mes- only) . . . . . . . . 4!ld. 

6d. 
1933 sea-

srs. W. A. 'Wilkin, H. R. Jones. Seedlesls .... · ..... . 

Ml'. A. E. Hammet 
It was with regret that the Board 

learnt of the death of :rvir A. E. Ham
met's wife •and it was resolved "That 
the sympathy of the Board of Man
agement be conveyed to lvir. Ham
~net ." 

Seeded Raisins 
A request was received from the 

Federal vV;holesale Grocers' Associa
tion of Australia, asking ·whether the 
Board . could see their way to allo"i 
distributing agents to s1ell seeded rais
ins at a finn price throughout the 1933 
season. The Board felt that sUCh a 
course would be the means of increas
ing seeded raisin sales and it was de
cided to grant the request. 

Rlaisin Bl'ead 
Resolved: "That it be a recommen

dation to the Joint Publicity Commit
tee that· they endeavour to ·stimulate 
the sales' of raisin bread, as several 
members of the Boord stated that it 
was difficult to get raisin bread at the 
present time. 

· Vine Fruit Prioes 
A long discussion took place regard

ing the question of prices for season 
1933. 

The following prices were fixed :-

Sultanas:---
10-ton Rafe 

per lb. 
~ct~n ~~ 

4-crown 7!ld. 
3~crown 7:l;d. 
2-cro\Vn 7d. 
1-crown 6!id, 
''Plain" 1 6M. 

1932 season's fruit ~d. less than t~ 
above rates for the var)ous grades. 
Currants:~ 

· 4-crown ......... · 
3-crown ......... . 
2-crown . · . · .. 
1-crown · · · · .. •. · · 

nd. 
7d. 
6~d. 
6d. 

M.F. (For man·ufacturers 
only) . . . • • , SM. 

Prices t0 be firm for the 
son. 
Seeded Raisins (Minimum Prices)

1-lb. cartons · . 
12-oz. cartons .. 
8-oz. cartons 

per dozen 
7 !-
5/9 

4/H 
per lbi. 

Bulk . . . . . . 6:l:d. 
Pried to be firm for the 1933 sea-

son. 
:Meeting adjourned at l .15 to 2. l 5 

p.m. I 

Buck Currants 

Resolved: "That it be a reconunen
dation to the Comm.onvve:al!th Dried 
Fmits Control Board that buck cur
rants may be shipped to the United 
Kingdom market, provided the neces
sary undertakings' are given that same 
will be used for the manufacture of 
\~ine or for distillation." 

Federal Wholo~sale Grooers' 
Association of Australia 

The Board of 'Manlagement met rep
resentatives of the Federal Wholesale 
Grocers' Association and dis'cussed a 
number of matters of interest as be
tween distributing agents and the As
sociation. 

l'vieeting adjourned at 5.15 p.m. to 
9. 30 a.m. Friday. 

Peara 

Consideration was given to the 
question of New Season's prices for 
the Conunonwealth, Resolved: "That 
the following prices be declared:-
1 10-ton Rate1 

4-crown .. 
3-crown 
2-crown .. 
1-crown .. 
"Plain" .. 

per lb. 
lld. 
lOd. 
9d. 
7d. 
5d. 

Cored Pear !'I ht. per lb. more than 
uncored." I 

Irrigation Co-op· Societies. Ltd. 
Sydney 

A letter was received ft'om tht~ com-

April 20, 1933 

many, making application to be reg
istered as full Association agents. At 
the present time they are lis-'ted as 
distributing agents. 

Resolved: ''That the •application of 
Irrigation Co-op. Societies Ltd., Syd
ney, for registration as full Associa
tion agents/ be granted, subject to thcu· 
notification of their withdrawal as dis
tributing agents." 

New Zeala.nd 
In view of the fact that Senator 

the Honorable Massey Greene is at 
present in New Zea.land, on blehalf of 
the Federal Government, intervie •dng 
the New Zealand Government on va
rious! matters of importance to Aus
tralia, it was decided that the chair
man send the following cable-

"The Australian Dried Fruits As
sociation representing ap[Jrox:lmate
ly five thous'>and growers e·arnestlv 
wish you success your mission :and 
trust New Zealand will join other 
dominions in granting prdenmce 
Australian dried fruits." 
The follcN.ri· ·g reply has been re .. 

ceived from Senator The Honorable 
J\lassey Green.·; -

"Many thanks good wishes, suc
cess my mission your repH;t;c.ntadon 

will receive full consideration." 
Show Boat 

The chairman reported that in view 
of the Association having been 
allotted what was considered the best 
position on the S'.s. "Nieuw Holland," 
it was thought advis'able that a repre
sentative should accompany the exhib
it. During his recent visit to M.el
bourne, the position was cons'idered 
and arrangements had been made lor 
Mr. J. B. :Murdoch to proceed to the 
East in the ''Nieuw Holland" and take 
charge of the exhibit. 

Resolved: "That the chairman's ac
tion be approved." 

The chairman also reported that the 
necessary arrangements were in hand 
for the erection of the stand on th,e 
ship and the dressing of s1ame when 
erected. An order had been placed 
for the picture cards and the recipe 
books were ready for delivery when 
required. Arrangements had . also 
been made for the supply of frUit lfi 

trays, tins', &c. \ 
1932 Vine Fruit Adjustments 

Consideration was given to the ques
tion of under and over export ad
justments for vine fruits, s•eason 1932, 
and in view of the fact that consider· 
able ''adations in export markets are 
apparent, it wa9' felt that it w?uld ~e 
necessary to make a very close !llvestl
gation before proceeding with these 
adjustments. 

Resolved: ''That a sub-committee 
b:e appointed to go into the 1932 ad
justments, the conunittee to 
of Messrs. ·!Malloch. Winterb 
Jones and \"lilldn, with the 
ex-officio. Head office 
preliminary statement') 
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tJOsition of grade realizations in each 
market, taking into account unsold 
stocks of sultanas in the United King
dom, on the follo·wing basis :
Sultana!s-

2-crown . . . . . . . . £35 
3~crown . . £37 

4-crown . . . . . . . . £40 
per ton ex warehouse. 

The information when available to 
be circula,ted to the Committee .1 

Next Board Meeting 
Resolved: "That the next meeting 

of the Board of :Management be held 
in Melbourne on Thursday, April 20." 

Marketing of Inferior Quality 
Froit 

A letter w~s received from Mr. W. 
N. Twiss• secretary, Consultative Coj'!1 
mittee, Dried Fruits Boards, drawitig 
the attent'ion of the Board to the reg"
u!ations pertaining to m. f. grade cur
rants al1d ''p!aiti'' sultanas1, and point
ing out that the opinion had been ex
pressed that these two grades of fruit 
should not be permitted to be sold 
by storekeepers( but should be used 
for manufacturing purposes'. 

Resolved: "That the Board of 
Management are prepared to agree t'o 
m.f. curnants being sold only, to i11an
ufactur1ct·s, provided that this ruling 
is made . common to all, and provided 
that no objection is raised to the ex
port of this grade of fruit." 

"In regard to 'plain' sultanas, it' is 
considered very desirable that this 
fruit should be made available to all 
retailers; therefore, the Board could 
not ag·ree to the suggestion that this 
grade should cie used for manufactur
ers only." 

Controlled Markets-Under and 
Over Export Adjustments 

Resolved: "That in order to give eff
ect to the principles set out in Clause 
5 of the Rules and Regulations and 
under the powers conferred by Clause 
17, the Board has decided in order 
that growers! shall share· equitably in 
the trade with \~arious export mark
ets, an under and over con trolled mar
ket export adjustment shall be made 
at the .•end of the season. providing 
for an equalization of the tonnage 
sold. exchange including conversion 
and rise and fall in prices. Control
led markets are defined as those ex
port market's for which prices' are fix
ed by authority in Australia. The 
Association, for the more s'atisfactory 
working of these adjustments, shall 
each year at the commenclement of 
the season notify agents of the par
ticular percentage of each class of 
fruit required for each particular mar
ket. Agents must offer in these con
trolled marketsf that percentage of 
their pack as indicated by the Associa
tion, and shall satisfy the slecretary of 

. the Association that they have done 
Agent8 shall not sell more than 

the declared quota in' any controlled 
~llarket, but thi~ shall not prevent an 
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agent making arrangements to sell, 
on m;ltually arranged terms, another 
Agent s quota M portion thereof. All 
agents will be required to enter into 
an agreement to fulfil the conditions 
of t'his adjustmen." 

Resolved. •'That t'he s'ecretary have 
an agreement prepared in terms of the 
above resolution," 

Canadian Agreement 

Resolved: "That consideration of 
the adjustment under the Canadian 
agreement be deferred until a later 
date. in view of the fact that' a con
siderable tonnage of sultanas still re
main unsold. 

Young District Producers' Co··op. 
Association Ltd., Young 

An application having· been receiv
ed from this company to become reg
istered as A.D. F. A. agents for 
prunes, and in view of the fact thaf it 
was necessary to make an early decis
ion, the chairman •authorised the ap
plication being granted. 

Resolved: "That the action of the 
chairman in adm.itting the Young Dis
trict Producers' Co-op. Ass'ociation 
Ltd., Young, as Association agents for 
prunes be approved." 

Tree Fruits 
On the recent visit of the secretary 

to Brisbane, members of the Queens" 
land Dried Fruits Distributors' Asso
ciation stated that the grnb infection 
in respect to tree fruits seemed to oc
cur in the corners of the boxes where 
the fruit in mauy cases was not pro
tected by the paper wrapper. and they 
were of opinion that if more or less 

an 1air-tight paper wrapper was pro
dded it would ,lessen t0 a very large 
degree the moth infection. 

Mr. Rntlidge mentioned that his 
company wasl using a wmpper for 
p~ck~ng prunes, whi:h was practically 
an·-t1ght and pr01ms'ed t0 submit a 
sample of same at the next Board 
meeting. 

Mr. ·J. B. Murdoch, W mkerie 
An application was received from 

this gentleman, asking for leave of ab
sence from Board duties, kJs from April 
8 to June 12, 1933. during his visit tc 
the East in the s. s. "Nieuw Holland,'' 
in connection with the display of Aus~ 
tra!ian dried fruits on the Show Boat. 

Resolved: "That the application for 
leave of absence, as requested, be 
granted." 

Organizer 
In a report received from Mr. J. F. 

Stewart, a request was made that he 
be allo-wed to contribute an item to 
the "A.D.F.A. News" each month. 

Resolved: "That the reques'l: be 
granted." 

The Board also gave consideration 
to Mr. Stewart's itinerary, and in 
view of the fact that at this juncture 
it is extremely difficult t 0 interes't 
growers on their blocks, they being 
so busy with their harvesting, it was 
decided that the Association would 
grant Mr. Stewart his annual leave of 
two weeks' and that later he would 
visit Berri and Winkie. 

Interstate Chargjes 
The secreta.ry submitted a statement 

(Continued on Page 8) 

The MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT CO., LTD.,· 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000, PAID UP FUNDS £62,000. 

------------------------------------------~----.. 
PACKERS and SELLERS of DRIED FRUIT 

"PADLOCK BRAND" 

DRIED FRUITS PACKED: Sultana•s, Currants; Lexias, Walthams, 
Apricots, Peaches, Nectarines, Muscatels. 

CITRUS PACKED: Navel, Valencia and other Oranges, Mandarins, 
Lemons, Grape Fruit. 

Manufacturers of Marmalade, Jams, Lemon and Mixed Peel, Candied 
Peel, Toma,to Sauce, Worcester Sauce, Tomato So1.1p, Lemon Juice, 
Lemon Squash, Orange Juice, and other products. 

Packing Sheds: Mil dura, lrymple, Merbein, Bird
wood and Curlwaa. 

Sales Offices: Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, London 
Growers are invited to join the Company. 

__........------~-·---------------------.. 1 
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TREE FRUITS POSITION 
Report of Board of Management Committee 

Tlte f<>llowing is an ext1•act from the repol't of the last meeting of the 
A.D.F.A. Board of Management:-

(ALL RIGHTS RESERVED) 

. .·· ·'l'he committee appointed t 0 deal as fol·lows :
\vlth Tree ·Fruits went very carefully 
into a number of matters affecting tree 
fruits generally, 

ESTIMATES OF PACK,: The com
mittee recommended that a better 
scheme of obtaining estimates be put 
int'0 effect, and also they have asked 
the agents' present to submit to a full 
Board, a s'.cheme whereby the merch
ant business can be made more defin
ite. 

APRICOTS-N.Z. and Canada: As 
far as can be learnt, very aittle bus
iness, if any, has been obtained from 
the quotat'ions anounced for New 
Zealand and Canada and in order to 
try and sltimulate the demand, the 
committee felt it was necessary to re
duce prices. 

Resolved ''That the prices for New 
Zealand and Canada should be reduc
ed 5/ per cwt., making same as un-
der:- . 

"New Zealand-4-crown 77/; 3-
crown 67/; per cwt. f.o.b. Melbourne, 
net cash demand draft, March/ April 
shipment. 

qanad,a~-crown 65/; 3-crown 55/; 
per cwt. f.o,b. Melbourne, 90 days 
draft payment in Loudon, exchange 
between England and Austmlia fo.r 
growe;rs account, less 2il! per cen,t 
brokerage, March/ April shipment. 

PEACHES : In view of the fact 
that: Commonwealth sales by agents 
show a total of 209 tons, it was felt 
that there must be some overlapping, 
and in order to . see whether this was· 
so, it wa:SI decided to circularize ag
eri,t's, requesting them to supply par

. tieular5 of their bookings with all 
buyers, so that it could be ascertain
ed whether more than normal book
ings had been made.· 

NECTARINES: Resolved "That 
the question of an export quota be 
held over .until the next Board meet
ing in April." 

PEARS: Resollved "That the at-
tention. of agents be drawn to the fact 
that the State Boards have declared 
a SO. per cent. export." 

PRUNES: -A long discussion took 
:Place regarding estimates of the 
prune pack,. and althoug'h it is not yet 
possible to ascertain definitely· what 
,the pack will be, there undoubtedly 
is a considerable falling off in early 
estimates. The position, a& disclos· 

" ,ed- from the figures available, was 

Tons 
Young District .. 800 
:lVIurrumbidgee Irr. Areas 750 
South Australia . . 4()0 
Victoria . . . . , . . . . . . . · · 220 

making a total of 2,170 tons. of which 
it is expected the Aslmciation will 
handle 1.780 tons. The home con
sllli1ption quota was estimated at 1,500 
ton's, leaving an export quota of 670 
tons. 
. PRUNES-Canadian prices: Resol
ved, 1'That agents be allowed to quote 
c.i.f aU Canadian main ports1

• That 
aget~ts be notified that when requir
ed to quote c. i. f. payment Canadian, 
dot:ars, they will be in order in ac
cepting the following prices for April 
/1\-Iay shiptnent: 50/60's 5 cents per 
lb.; 60/70' s, 4~ cen,ts. per lb. ; 70/SO's 
4~ cent's. per lb." 

PRUNES: Export Regulations: Re
w~.ved, "That the Board reconunenti 
that where unprocessed prunes are 
shipped to London, they be packed 
in bags." 

The Secretary was authorized to 
interview the authoritieS, with a view 
to facilitating the despatch of prunes 
in an unprocessed state to the United 
Kingdom. 

N.Z. AGENTS FOR PRUNES: A 
letter was received from the Prune 
Pack~rs' Association of N.S.W.. dat~ 
ed March 18, 1933, as1king that two 
a:dditional agents be appointed for 
New Zealand. 

Resolved: "That the Board cannot 
see their way to grant the request.'' 

CANADIAN AGENTS: A letter 
was received from Messrs. Aurora 
Packing Co. Pty. Ltd., MelboU:rne, 
dated March 9, asking that certain 
firms be included in the list of brokers 
tht'ough whom prunes may be offered 
to Canada. 

Resolved: ''That the Board cannot 
see their way to agree to the request." 
PRUNES~Ib. BOXES: A letter 

was received from Messrs. Co-op. 
Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd,, asking 
whether the Board could see their 
way to lislt prunes packed in 4 lb. 
boxes. 

Resolved ''That the Board cannot 
agree t0 prunes being packed in 4 lb. 
boxes." 

PRUNES-PACKED IN TINS: 

In view of the fact that the South 
Australian Pool have intimated that 
they are not in a position to supply 
prunes packed in tins, re:lolved: 

"That permtsswn be granted to 
N.S.VV. agents to sell prunes packed 
in tins in vVestern Australia and 
Victoria.'' 

PRUNES-SEJLLING FORWARD: 
A request was received from the 
South Australian Pool. that permis
sion be granted to sdl prunes fat
ward for spread delivery to ,the end 
of Decem!Y.er, as it was felt that this 
would facilitate sales. 

Resolved: "That distributing ag-
ents be permitted to sell prutiesl for 
spread delivery up to the end of De
cember, provided orders are firm, 
without rise or fall clause.'' 

PRUNES FOR THE EAST: It 
was arranged that Mr .Murdoch would 
obtain quotations for prunes in tins 
from N. S. vV. and for boxed prunes 
from the South Australian Pool. 

PRUNES-~PACKED IN BOXES: 
In view of the fact that the export 

markets call for prunes packed in 25 
lb. boxes, considenation was given afi 
to whether it wonld not be advisable 
to have the same size box for all 
ma1kets, and it was decided to com· 
municate with the principal packers 
and get their views on the subject. 

DEHYDRATION 

:F10m now on thoughts must 
take the dir_ection of dehydra· 
tion for any fritlj(i not suffici
ently dried to be accepted at the 
packing sheds'. Summer's heat has 
definitely depar.t'ed and we cannot 
hope for a return of a warm snap. 
Ihe best policy appears to be to get 
the fruit off the racks as s:oon as it 
has reached that stage of dryness 
when fermetljting is impossible, and 
th_en finish off by dehydration. 

Only a few weeks ago when ialk· 
ing to 1Ir. E. N. Seary about the 
cction of the Growers Co-op. dehyd· 
ra tor, I learn_ed that he in
dications pointed to it not 
use this ~eason, but it would be 
in case the weather broke. 
gratifying to know that this move 
made thi~ year. for ,t'he writer 
been of the opinion that the 
dehydration should not a\vays 
to the individual. Improvised 
rators are inefficient, while s 
these smoke so badly as to a 
fruit to such an extent that it 
unmarketab!Je. The job of 
tion is an exacting one and 
learned in the same way as 
branches' of the industry have 
!_earned. 1 

LIME IN THE ORCHARD 

When and How to Apply It 

The relative cheapness of gypsum 
and the fact that our river soils (other 
than in the swamp lands) give an al
kaline and not an acid reaction dies 
not conduce to the use of lime in these 
parts, but there is nevertheless a good 
deal of interest felt in the subject, and 
the following from The Farmer 
(W.A.), may not come amiss to some 
of our readers:-

It not infrequently happens that de· 
spite a li!Jeral expenditure on fertlli• 
zers trees fail in their growth or crop. 
ping to respond to the treatment, In 
some instances the wrong kind of fer• 
tilizer for the land in question may 
have been used, but more likely than 
not the soil has not been in a ft.t con • 
clition, and chemical fertilizers would 
be more likely to accentuate thl't.n re
lleve the trouble, As a soil corrective 
there is nothing better than lime, a 
fact which all horticulturists admit. 
Unfortunately lime is. expensive in this 
State and landed at the orchard the 
best will probably cost £5 or there
abouts per ton, But even at that price 
Its use is thoroughly warranted by 
the results which confidently may be 
expected to follow. Not only does it 
affect the texture of the soil, consilid
atlng light soils and disintegrating 
heavy ones', but it neutralises acids 
Jw·,vever caused, and renders the condi
tions favourable for the bacteria to 
work to the best advantage, The soil 
having been sweetened and rendered 
congenial to the growth of rootlets, the 
full benefit ft·om the application of fer
tilisers may be expected. Lime is not 
a fertiliser and fertilisers are not soil 
correctives. To get the best results 
both corrective and fertiliser must be 
used, 

April and May are the most suitable 
ones for applying lime to the soil in 
this Slate. During these months 
carting through the orchard presents 
no difficulty, and if the weather indi
cations are carefully noted it is usual
ly possible to spread the lime just prior 
to light rain which will be heavy 
enough to carry it down to the depth 
requir2d. Lime may be purchased in 
the quick or caustic form, as ground 
lim,estone, as a ground quiclc lime, or 
as agricultural (or waste) lime. In 
considering the relative merits of these 
one point deserves stressing: That is, 
the cost of freight. Quicklime doubles 
Jn·weight when slaked, so it is obvious 
the slaking should be done on the or
chard and the freight bill cut in half 
by so doing. That is one of the prin
cipal reasons for giving preference 
to quicklime over any other form when 
making a purchase. Ground limestone 
and agricultural (or waste!) lime have 
thEir merits, chief of which is their 
low· initial cost, but it is a significant 
fact that most 6f those who have ex
perimented with the various forms ot 
lime are convinced that, all things con
sidered, quick lime, when slaked in the 
orchard ·immediately prior to being 
distributed over the soil, is the best to 
use. In ne-.v gt·ound a dr2ssing of up 
to a ton per acre may be applied· as an 
annual dressing 2 cwt. to 5 cwt. 'should 
be sufficient. Used at that rate tho 
land should continue in good heart and 
permit of fertilizers fulfilling their 
mission. 
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5 THE HARVfY Patent Re-circulation • 
IIIII II 

5 FORCED DRAUGHT DfHYDRATOR 5 
IIIII IIIII 

: The "HARVEY" : 
: DEHYDRATOR : 
IIIII II 

• 1s the most e:ffi- Ill 
: cient Dehydrator : 
: the world can offer : 
111 to-day. Ill 
Ill IIIII 

: Always an Asset : 
: Large Output : 
: Economical to : 
IIIII IIIII 
a Operate 111 
ll!l IIIII 

IIIII Now used by all the 1111 

: most up-to-date Packing : 
1!11 Sheds, Companies and 

1111 ll!l urowers. IIIII 

Iii II 

Iii The Fruit IS placed in one; end and comes out at the 111 

: other-Dried to Perfection; : 
Iii IIIII 

IIIII Manufactured in Two sizes for Drying:- IIIII 

~ p IIIII ; Prunes, ears, Peaches, Apricots, Apples, Sultanas, 11!'1 

: Tomatoes, etc. : 
II 1111 

11111 ;o;o; IIIII 

II IIIII 

~GROWERS·.- : .,. NOTE 'l'HIS IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT . BY II 

: THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE, IIIII 

IIIII "The Herald", 7/3/1933. 1 I !~ 1 : ; , 1 IIIII 

I'll "DRIED FRUIT EXPORT'' I : 
IIIII 'l'he Ministet' for Commerce (M . Stewart), announced to-day that 11111 

II dried apples, pears, peaches and nectarines of foreign orig-in are now IIIII 

IIIII dutiable in the United King·dom markets to the extent of 10/6 a cwt. 1111 

Iii Empire supplies are free. , 1 IIIII 

IIIII Some idea of the value of the markets awaiting growers of thr'se 1111 

ll!l Ft·uits was indicated, said Mr. Stew .rt, by thP exports from the United 1111 

IIIII Kingdom in 1930, which were as fo lows:- dried apples, 1,550100-0ib.; IIIII 

IIIII dried pem·s, 1,032,000lb.; dried pe ches, 478,000lb-,'; dried . prunes, IIIII 

: 37,586,000lb. ' ' IIJL~ll It IJ, .l.lio1!:lJ,J,:ak..i~ L_kLL.! : 
IIIII II 
II :o:o: IIIII 

IIIII 1111 

:PRUNE GROWERS SHOULD OBTAIN PARTICULARS OF THE = 
IIIII lHARVElY" PR.UNE GRADER. Ill 

: -,~ .. = 
: D. HARVEY, Orchard Implement -Specialist, : 
: Box Hill, Victoria. : 
II IIIII 

IIIII · IIIII 
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BOARD MEETING 

(Con tinned from Page 5) 

of the interstate charges funds for 
Victoria and N.S.VV., and South Aus
tralia, and it was resolved:-

'T'hat the ,amount to be deducted 
in respect' to the 1932 season for Vic
toria and N. S. W. he reduced by 1/2 
per ton and that the South Australian 
charge be reduced by 3/6 per ton." 

Council f.or Scientific and Industrial 
Res>earch 

A letter was received from Mr. A. 
· V. , Lyon. officer-in-charge, Common
wealth Res'earch Station, Jvierbein, on 
the question o.f . the stancta.rdizat'ion 
o£ dips for sultanas. 

Resolved: "That in view of the 
extension! of rack acconunodation of 
growers and the success achieved ~y 
the cold clip method for sultanas tins 
seaslon, the Association will i~ fut~tre 
recognize this cold dip in conJttnct!On 
with the standard mixed dip, in> mak
ing reconunendat'ions to growers re
g>arding clipping proctices." 

'Medicinal1 Paraffin Oil for Dried 
Fr'llit Processing 

Recently the Association we.re. able 
to get a ruling from the Comnusswner 
of Taxes, exempting medicinal pa~·a
ffin oil used for dried fruit processmg 
from the operation of the sales tax. 
It lias been pointed out that so~ne 
J;ackers landed t11eir season's s>upphes 
before the exemption came into opera
tion and it was decided to make rep
resentations to the authorities to have 
such ~parcels exempt from the opera
tion of the sales tax. 

T!liee Fruits 
Resolved: "That Messrs. Howie. 

Winterbottom and Rutliclge be appoin" 
ted as a sub-committee of the Board 
to deal particularly with all tree fruit 
mattei·s and where necessary to meet 
betwee~ board meetings', in orde1' to 
expedite this business." . 

(J'vlalters arising from a meeting of 
this cqrrunitt'ee appointed elsewhere). 

Angaston F·ruitgrowers' Co·op, 
· Society Ltd. 

A letter was received from this com· 
pany. conveying to the Board o.f J\ifan
aO'enu!nt the thanks of the sbctety for 
the re'cent visits of Messrs. J. F • 
Stewat't, organizer, and Mr. J .. ~. 
Gibbs officel'-in-charge of a publtc1ty 
van. for their recent visit to the dis'• 
trict; and expressing the opinion .t.~at 
such visits will {end to furthf'r sohcldy 
the position of the Ass'ociation in th?.t. 
district.' : .J 

Sales T.ax and Prima!',·e Duty 
Mr M(llloch submitted for the con

sidera.tion of the Board, a statement 
regarding the question of sa.lesl tax and 
primage duty on caustic soda, carbon
ate of potash, olive oil, hessian, Sis~l
kraft, clip tins• and :agrlcuttural dram 
Jlipeg, which statement. dealt very ex
f1.q.ttstivel1 with the uoes for these va-

--------~------------------~~-----

rio us articles. 
Resolved: "That Mr. Malloch bie 

thanked for the statement prepared 
and that same be sent to all Parlia
mentary repreO"entatives." 

Commonwealth and Export 
Dif-ferences 

Mr. Malloch brought before the 
notice of the Board, the question ot 
Australian priced of dried fruits in 
comprarison with overseas prices. dur
ing the past three years''. As .It had 
appeared from debates in the State 
and Federal P:arliaments that erron
eous ideas were held as to the wide 
divergence between the home con
sumption price and export prices, the 
Board deemed it very desirable that 
the figures brought forward by Mr. 
Mmlloch be circulated ag widely as 
possible. The comparison of Com
monwealth and export- prices was as 
follows:-

Com'w Export Diff. 
1930 £39/9/7 £35/ 8/6 £4/1/1 
1931 54/1/0 49/19/0 4/2/0 
1932 ( cstim. 46/01/0 42/ 0/0 4/0/0 

Meeting· adjourned at 1.20 p.m. to 
2.30 p.m. 

Merbein Dried Fruitgrowers' 
Union 

A letter was received by the chair
man from the Jvierbein 'Dried Fruit: 
growers1 Union, stating that they had 
been informed that certain packers 
are ursing• Swedish timber for packing 
ddeci fruits in. I 

Resolved: ''That in view of the 
consideration extended to the Austra
lian dried fruits industry under the 
Canadian reciprocity treaty, the Board 
of Management strongly recommend& 
that all packers give first .Preference 
to Canadian timber for boxes, as there 
are not yet availahle supplies of suit
able Australiian timber." 

Alte1·ation in Grade 'Marks 

The Board had before them a circ· 
ular letter slent to registered dealers 
and packers by the secretary of the 
South Australian Dried Fruits Board, 
setting out the conditio'ns which must 
be complied with where it was found 
necessary to make an alteration. in 
grade m,arks on boxes. Exception 
was taken by the Board to the fol
lowing proposals :-

(2) The or.iginal markings must not 
. be obliterated, but should be 

struck out and the amended or 
substituted marks stencilled in 
lieu thereof. 

(3) The authority for the alte11ation 
to be shown on the packuge. 

It was decided to write to . !VIr. 
Twiss•, pointing 0 ut that the concl.Itlons 
in Clause 2 were not in the best mter
ests 0 f the Industry and that the only • 
practical way of dealing with grade 
alteration, is to remove the wrong 
g- ·acle mark and substitute the correct 
grade mark. 

Aic; regards Clause 3, stating that 
the authority for the alteration must 

be shown on each package, .it was sta
ted this was quite impracticable and 
it W8s decided to advise the Board ac
cordingly. 

Mid-Murray Valley District 
Council A.D.F,A. 

A letter was received from the Mid
J\Inrray Valley District Council A.D. 
F.A. under date 11/2;/33. pas\dng on 
th 0 following resolution:-

"The attention of the Board of 
Management to be drawn t'o the le
gal ownership of fruit. and they be 
8.sked to draw up a scheme to clarify 
the position for presentation to the 
next meeting of the Federal Council." 

Jt was pointed out that thi~ matter 
was very exhaustively discusS'ed at the 
last Fecle1ial Council meeting an'd a 
full record appears in the Council min
utes. 

Resolved: "That the chuirman be re
quested to reply t'o the letter." 

Red Cliffs Branch 
A letter was received from the Red 

Cliffs branch dated 4/2/33, passing on 
the following resolutions :-

1. "That this meeting of Red Cliffs 
gtowers requests the Board of Man
agement to press strongly for the re
duction of the merchants discount rate 
from 10 per cent to 7 per cent. 

2. "That this general meeting of 
Reel Cliffs growers strongly urge the 
Board of Management to take the ne
cdsary steps to have all packing sheds 
placed under a substantial fidelity 
bond." 

Resolved: "That the Board of Man
agement recorrunend the Reel Cliffs 
branch to have these two mutters 
brought up for discussion at the next 
Federal Council meeting.'' 

A further letter dated March 21, 
1933, was received from the Red Cliffs 
branch, regarding the minutes of last 
Federal Council meeting, and on whichJ 
th~y make the following statement:-

''I have been requested by my com· 
mittee to draw your attention to an 
inaccuracy in reporting Mr. Davey's 
remarks. See page 16. item 18, pag
es 3 and 6. ParagraPh 6 represents 
.i\Ir. Davey's! and this branch's views.'' 

Distillery Prices for Dried 
Fruita 

Mr. Malloch submitted a scheme 
whereby values of low grade dried 
fruits can be easily ascertained und it 
was decided that thil'l scheme be sttb
mit'ted t 0 distillers and wine-makers 
in South Australia with: a view to as
certaining whethe1<. same isl pract'icable 
and that the matter will he further 
considered ut the next Board meeting 
with a view t'o having same presented 
to the Comptroller of Customs, 

Apricots 
An analysis of the pack, sales posi

tion and :export was made by the 
Board, although pacl<; figures< are not 
yet complete. It was evident that 
i>acker5, and agent's' early estimates 
kwe considerably in~reased, and in 
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view of the positio11 it was thought 
advisable to declare a further export. 

Rdolved: "That an export of 25 per 
cent f;l!· ap~·icots be declarecl, bringing 
same mto !me with the quota declared 
by the State Boards." 

It was decided to write agents, 
pointing out the necessity of buyers 
b.eing notified by March 1 of the quan· 
t1ty they ~vill be able t0 delivel'. in 
respect to orders booked so that a 
more accurate position of the Com
monwealth sales can be ascertained. 

Meet.ing adjourned at 5.15 p.m. to 
10 a.m. Saturday. 

Low Grade Fruit 

In view of the fact that there is a 
fair amount of low grade curra·nts, 
s'ultanas and lexias carried ov.er from 
the 1932 season, it was considered ad
visable to bring into operation sim
ilar conditions t 0 those existing for 
the dis-posal of low grade fruit car·· 
ried over in the 1930 season and it 
wa~ decided to circularize agents 
that biscuit and confectionery mamt
facturers may purchas_e the following 
1932 seasons fruits, when available
Buck curran:t's, 111. f. currants, m. £. 
sultanas (lower than "plain'' grade), 
lexias (lower than 2-crown) - for 
manufacturing int'o paste for111 to be 
used as fillings for biscuits or con
fectionery at the foilowing prices:-

per 11~. 
Buck currants 2i!id. 
m. f. currants 2l!d 
m. f. sul.tanas 4d 
Lexias (lower th'an 2-.c.r.) 3M 

subject to a 'I Association te'rms and 
conditions of sale, with the neceslsary 
safeguards to see that the fruit is 
used only for the purpose stated. 

"Dried F\·uitt; News" 

A sub-conmlitt'ee was appointed to. 
consider the quotations received from 
various sources, but in view of the 
fact that considerabfe discrepancies' 
in costs were revealed, it was decid
ed to appoint Messrs.'. Malloch, 
Gordon and Winterbott'om, to make 
further enquiries on the subject and 
report to the April meeting of the 
Board. 

Meeting terminated at 1.15 p.m. 

RENMARK GROWERS' 
SHED 

Never B~tter Sultanas 
A big proportion of the ea:rty de

liveries/ of sultanas to the Remark 
Fruit Grow~rs Co-op, ,hed 
1 his season were in the 4 and 
5-,drown grades, and most of this fruit 
has been ~hipped away to the United 
Kingdom. The shed ha~ never hand
led a better pack of sultanas, says the 
general manager, the frui( being well 
cured, and cleaning up spi'endidly. It 
is uncertain as yet whether Jt will be 
a lrec:or'd tonnage, but frem deliver-

The Dried Fruits News 

id already received it is very p'rob
able that this will b'e the case. 

The shed has been working in two 
shift's du'ring the height of the sea
~on,. and. ~his' has very largely o~via~ed 
,ong waitmg by growers clehvenng 
their fruit· Two dassers have been 
maintained during the season, und 
this has· helped very largely in check-

ing ~Ip on difficult cases of classing 
and.tn expediting the receipt of fruit. 
Dunng the fwo-shift period the shed 
wo'·rkecl very smoothly, and asl much 
as 140. tons was packed and shipped 
away 111 the one day. There ha.ve 
been no hitches throughout the sea
s,on. which hasl been one of the best 
the shed has experi_enced, 

INCREASED PRODUCTION 
AT REDUCED COST •••• 
Nitrogen-one of the most important factors 
in fruit tree growth and production-is 
now cheaper than it has ever been in 
Australia. 

SULPHATE of AMMONIA 
the principal source of nitrogen supply 
is available at a price which brings it 
well within the reach of every fruit
grower. In fact, it is riot too much to 
say that no fruitgrower who wishes to 
take advantage of the brighter outlook 
ahead, can afford to do without 
SULPIIATE OF AMMONIA. 

Ask your FERTILISER AGENT 
to quote you. 

Write us for our Recommendations. 

NITROGEN FERTILISERS PTY. LTD. 
360 Collins Stl'eet, Melbourne, C.l. 

When at the Show, vialt our Stand ill Lennon Avenue, alongside 
Commov.wealtfl Fertilisers & . Chemicals, a11d right opposite Robur Tea. 
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THE BERRI IRRIGATION AREA 
Association Organizer Repo rts on His Impressions 

W 't' h'oe recent visit to the Beo•ri lo·rigation Area, ro ong on ~ II . ey·-
Mr. J. 

A D FA Oo•ganizeo' gives the fo owong surv · Stewart, .. · · ' 

Although Berri is a very well 
lU10Wn centre in South Australia, 
there are many people interested in 
tl production of dried fruits in 
ot~~er States, who have ne-:er ]Je~n 
tl , Situated 'some 14 mrles do\\ n 

1ere. B . · to be 
river frotn Rentnark, erri Is I ~ • r 

j'ound on the banlts of the l\~una\~ 
The Berri distl'ict, m~d by . tlrat • 
n~eant the area supplled wrth watet 
from. the BerTi pumps, is ':ery nl.U~l~ 
bigger than nlOSt people thmk, e 
bracing as it. does Glossop, Lone Gum, 
Monash, and vVinl;:ie. 

Planted Acreage 
The areas planted in the Beni dis

trict are: sultanas· 1,950 aCl'eS, Cur
rants 986 acres, Gordos 684 acres, 
. ,. 76 acres, Doradillos, 1.201 
JHalagas . . 1 . considerable 
acres There rs a so d 

area ~f wine grapes, and the ~?tal" a~·ea 
of vineyards, taldng into con>nc:erc~t~~~ 
all vm·leties of grapes gro';n, .;:) ,;395 
acres Orchards (tree rm 
acres. cilrus 596 acres, lucerne 323 
~ere~: rnake in all the total area un
der irrigation 6,471 aCl'eS. 

The Hao•vest 
Crops generally, with the exception 

, t re turning out well and 
of curra~ts, ~f sultanas is excellent. 
the qua 1 Y 1 t 1 d they 
JYiost growers met agTee t ra ' ra 
1 l to harvest the currant crop that 
rae . ~ght IJrior to the disastrous 
was rn sr • 11 a the 
rain early in the year, as _we s ld 

tl , ck question won 
sultanas, 18 ra E with tlH> 
have been a problern. ver~ re 
currant tonnage substantrally -
dUced many growers were held up for 

l ' 'I'he drying of sultanas has 
rae ;:s · d •ith 

een slow thiS' yeal', as compare \\. 
b but generally spealung 
last season, f tha 
the dl'ying season has been one o 
best. 

Currant Quality Problem 

'Sipe·tldno· with growers a]JoUt the 
" , "' f g·ood quality currants, production o 

I learn that several have been at a 
loss to know why they have been un~ 

ble to produce the quality curran 
a . . go TheY that they did a few years a . 

.tl at H is not a question of the agree 1 . 
1 

tl ad 
sample being fixed too lug 1, Iey -
mit that cultured methods have clran~
ed somewhat of recent years, but ~hl1 
l , unable to attain quallty · 

t 1ey are n 'der 
Questioned as to when they co sr -
ed the quality appeared to go, down, 
most of them consider that 1928_ was 
rubout the time. One growe~· ~:'1~ lie 
has been unable to get "quahtv srnce 
the "big freeze" in 1927. 

· Lexias 
There will be more lexias dried in 

the BetTi area this season t!I~n for• 
merly. . The position of the . \Vlll8 in
dustry is primari'y responSible for 

this and it is hoped that every grow
er ,~,ill strive to get high grades. . 

The "standard dip" is extensrvely 
used in the BerTi area, with very good 
result:;. 

lo•o·igation and Seepage 
The systen1 of watering comes in 

for a good deal of critic ism from 
growers, and many conside~· ~hat_ ar~ 
alteration in the number of rrn~atlono 
would benefit production and minrnuze 
seepage. . 

There are very fine tree frmt patc_hes 
in vVinkie, where some of the apn~ot 
plots will compare favourably wrth 
any in the State. 

Ordel'ly Mao•keting . 
A big majority of the gro,:er~ m 

the Bel'l'i m·ea support the pnncrples 
of orderly marketing, and marlmt 
their own fruit through A.D.F.~· 
channels. There are, h,owever, stlll 
a number of growers who sell to u:e 
''ca8h buyer", despite heavy losses In 
1H31 season and again in 1932. s_eason. 
one has only to view the posrtlon ot 
Industries that are not backed by or
ganization of the producers to seJ 
where selling fm• cash leads to. . 

•rhere are a, number of growers 1n 
the DP.l'l'i area \Vhu i1ave 11:1d t~1e ex .. 
perience of giYing a\Vc>.y lJI'O!it to the 
''cash buyer", ancl ha.\'6 hrtcl the l?~r .. 
age to cut thdr losses and <'Ome 1ll· 

hicle'j. 
One grower rernarl;:ed t11a t he lla d 

kno"\vn a certain "cash buyer'' for 
many years and the only thing he .. did 
not like about him was that he got 
rich too tluicl;:ly"! . 

F'rom an Association point of VIe~ 
steady progress has bo?cn mrul0 l1l 

the Berri area. The JJ .. ,; l'i bran·Jl~ of 
the A.D.l<'.A. is very much allve. 
·with "'Bob" Curran president and 
Hoss Johnson secretary, backed by a 
good com.mittee, further progress can 
be expected prior to 1934 harvest. 

TREE FRUIT CROPS 

Reduced Tonnage Forecast 
by S.A. Board 

The secretary of the S. A. Dried 
Fruits Board (Mr. W. N. Twiss), 
states that present indications are 
that the quantity of dried prunes and 
dried apricots will fall short of th~ 
tonnage estimated at the opening of 
tiiCl season, "An appreciabl: short
age of prunes is expected Ill New 
South I·Yales, and it is b~lie,:ed that 
"outh Austealia.'s eontnbutwn nt 
~eied prunes and apricots will fall 

~<hort of the estimate," he says. 
''ln prunes, there will be little or 

no variation fl·om the original esti
mate in respect to the quantity that 
will be dried. The reduced tonnage 
ls due to the fact that under the 
tnftuence of adverse seasonal con
c1itions, the general class of prune 
produced is below the norma] size and 
this is reflected in a substantial loss 
Jn the aggregate. 'rh is applies also 
to New South \Vales. 

'"!'he shol'tag8 in dried apricots maY 
be atteibuted mainly to the steady 
demand for fresh feuit by ca.nnerie's 
and jmn factories, thus reducing the 
peoportions that reach the drying 
racl;:s. 

QUOTAs TO BE REVIEWED 
"'!'he Board is now collecting a 

reviHcd estimate of the dried tree 
fruit crop as the season has s'uf
flciently advanced to arrive at the ap
peoximato tonnage", continues JHr. 
'rwiss, and it is understood Victoria 
and New South vVales are 
taking silnilaJ' action. Inl .. 
tnedia tely revised crop statis-
tics are available, the quota 
!J<:Sition will be reviewed. Should 
t:te latest count eeveal an appreol
" IJie shortage on the earlier estimate, 
it will of course be necessaey for the 
Board to increase the quotas for 
]wme consumption, which at present 
are 70 per cont. for pnures, 75 per 
cent for apricots nnd peaches and 
r,o per cent. for pears, 

'l'ln dis11osing of theh· crop of 
)lrunen and dl'ied apricots, growers 
who ore in any doubt of the position 
aee reconDnended to comm11nica.te 
with the Board and every effort will 
be made to advise them." concludes 
the secretary. 

TO REMOVE RUSTED NUTS 

If you have a nut that refuses to 
u~screw, don't swear and bark your 
nr.g<rs trying to get if off. Pour II. 

1 ttle vinegar on the thread and leave 
it for awhile. Vinegar likes rust and 
will soon penet)rltlte to thle centre, 
when you will l:le able to remove the 
nut easily. - 1'NEMO" 

CiE 
WIRE 
SEAL 
STRAPPING 
Fruit cases can be double 
wire strapped for less than 
one penny per case-a penny 
well spent for safe transport. 

Gerrard Wire Tying 
Machines co. Pty. Ltd. 
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\Vindow displays: 4. movie :o~hows: 

REPRESENTATIVES' REPORTS 
Parents and children, 350 at high 
school; Latrobe school; matinee for 
three schools!, over 700 children at
tending; public, approximately 900 at
tending. Lecture at schools 1. Or
ders booked 2. Total interviews 32. 
1\.fileage 94 miles. 

Following al'e extracts from the weekly reports of 
speciality o•epresentatives who are tour•ing the easteo'"l 
States with the radio-movie display va•ns:-

the dl'ied fo•uits 
and southern 

MR ]. L. GIBBS 

ReJ.:ort fo1· Vv eek Ending Mal'ih 1 I 
Towns visited: St'rathalbyn, Total 

interviews 46. Screenings : schooL; 
3, meetings• 1. VVindow displays 3. 
Children addressed: 400. AduLts ;;d
dressed: 300, Recipe books: 350. 
:Jvlileag·e: 80 miles. 

The usual work fo~· a Drie·cf Fruit's 
vVeek \has been carnied out here
window displays, ·pictures in 'schools, 
&c., leading up t 0 a very good meet
ing on Friday night, when the ha'll 
was packed ·with 350 people and the 
.Mayor of Strathalbyn was' hi the 
chair. T\v0 of the three stores with 
window displays, report a decided in
crease in sa'es. 

V,f eek Ending 'March 25. 
The usual routine has' been thrown 

out of gear this wed}, o\ving to the 
cat~ having to undergo iepairs. Re
tn.rning to Adelaide from Jlilnrray 
Bridge-. last week-end. work on the 
car >vas commenced first thing Mon
day morning·. Meanwhile I did' what 
I could t0 prepare for the coming 
prune campaign in the city and sub
urbs. Repairs effected, I visited 
Gawler on Wednesday, finding it dif
ficUilt to do much useful work in the 
short period of a day and a half, but 
dressed one window display and vis
ited one s'chool. 

Returning to Adelaide on Friday, l 
dismantled the display, col' ected new 
show cases containing prunes only, 
and fixed these in the display. 1vies
srs. G. vVood, Son and Co. Ltd., 
have made an exc~llent job of these 
show cases and while I am working 
the city and s'uburbs, during the next 
fortnight O\' so. they will recondition 
all the cases I took out 0 f the display 
with new season's fruit, in readiness 
for the resumption of the campaign 
in the lower and Middle Northern 
portions of Souh Australia. 

Mileage 95 miles. 

MR. A. E. MATTHEWS 

Report fm• Week Ending Mm•ch 11 
Towns visit'ed: Launccston. Calls 

made: grocers 7, baker.s :3. Picture 
shows: Schools 5. vVindow displays, 
3. Total interviews, 29, Orders 
booked 2. 'IVIileage 113 miles. 

A very successful week has been 
~pent at Launceston, and the people 
generally are greatl-y interestt)d wi.th 
my work and very favoUrQble com
ments ha,;e been passed on the win
do>\' disphiys made. My school pic-

ture shows ha,·e creat'ed a very deep 
interest among the scholars, pa·rticu
larlv at the high school. 

Fu:·tun:Jtely I have secured one of 
lhe largest bakers here t 0 make rais
in brci!d and he gave me an order 
for raisins, so that he coulJd ~!tart 
making them . right away. A very 
good confectioner has' also pmmised 
to make raisin pies. I 

\'I' eek Ending Mar ell .25 
Towns visited: Devon port-Burnie: 

Calls made: grocers 6, hakers 1. 
Window disp'ay;i 3. Movie shows: 
over 500 children attending, 1; and 
700 adult's attending 1. Mileage 79 
miles. 

[ bave bad a very successful run 
at Durnie, for the matinee to the chil
dren and the public meeting oat night 
went off excellently. Everyone spoke 
vc:·y highly of the interest:in'g· pro
g-ramme. The storekeepers have 
t:~kcn a very keen interest in my 
work and 'appreciated/ tbe vvindow 
disvlays, which have certainly created 
a demand for more fruit. Cookery 
Dooks are in g11~eat de1nand and I 
have been kept Very busy hlanding 
t'hese out whenever possible. 

Week Ending April 1 

Towns' visited: Devonport, Latrobe. 
Calls made: grocers 10, bakers 3. 

A very satisfactory week has' been 
spent at Latrobe and Devonport', and 
the storekeepers generaJiy have been 
most enthusiastic and appreciative of 
my efforts t 0 stimulate t'rade and I 
have Ueen to~d that sales have in
creased. 

For my matinee to the school chil
dren and my public meeting, l had 
made up small packets of sultanas' to 
sell at 3d. and a full case was sold 
between these two meetings/, 

vVindow displays at these towns 
have certainly c'reated a great infer
est amongst the public and the de
mand for cookery books has' been 
most keen. 

COMlVIONvVEALTH 
SALES 

Figures 1o .March 31 for 1932 
1933 Seasons 

I'ullowing are t'he 
of dried Uee fruits to 

A.D. F.A. salr.> 
.lviarch 31sf 1933: 

Season 1932 Sea::on ;933 
tons tcms 

Currants .. 3,100 210 
Sultanas '. 6,286 321 
Lexias 2,305 

11,691 531 

LYSAGHT s 
Fencing Wire, 
Wire Netting, 

Zinc Oxide. 

Barb Wire, 
Wh·e Nails, 

100 p.c. 
'Australian Made' 

100 p.c. 

Our Netting and other Products are known through 
the Commonvvealth as of the highest standard 

MANUFACTURED BY--

L YSACHT BROS. & CO. LTD., 

17°19 Bridge St., Sydney. Works-
Panama tta River 

Agents for Victoria, Gibbs, Bright & Co. 

--------------------------------------------------~~ 
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SEASONAL AND CULTURAL NOTES 
An Irrigation Blocker's Jottings, by "Nemo" 

fact that the sub-soil does not follow 
the top soil in parallel lines, but will 
be found to undulate in the most un
expected manner and the only way to 
find out how to treat' a local clay 
"pocket" i,sl to bore several holes and 
les·s than Sft. ~eq> and keep an eye 
on the water table. 

SWING TO COLD DII;' AT 
RENMARK 

There has been a decided swing to 
the cold potash dip in Renn~ark this 
season, and al .hough it has a reputa .. 
tion of be;ng much slower in drying 
than the mixed dip, the difference be
tween the two respective dips for the 
first filling was only two days'. The 
fruit on cc-ming off the racks remains 
much grec::cr ~·_.ith cold clip than with 
the mixed and consequently takes 
longer to bleach t'o an acceptable col
our. 

Taking all t'1ings into conslideration, 
the cold dip is n1.ore expensive to use 
and incurs a greater amount of la
bo'L!r without any compensating finan
cial re:urn. , It has been demonstra
ted by experiments carried out under 
the direct'ion of tne C. S. I.R. that 
cold dipped fruit ycry definitely keeps 
its colour longer than by any other 
proces·s, and for this reasot~ has a 
greater value when sales are neces
sarily s'pread over a long period, In 
times of a short market when sales 
are rapid, there is li~tle to choose be
tween the two dips. from a buyer's 
point o£ view, but with a return of 
normal crops in competitor countries 
our fr'Llit will prol~ably have to be sub
nutted to deliveries spread over 12 
months and in this case cold dip has 
a distinct advantage. 

SEPARATE PACKING 
DESIRABLE 

With the aboYc possibility the prac
t'ice of mixing the two processes and 
packing together because the colour 
types are identical at the shed door, 
seems to be against the best interests 
of the industry. In the course of 12 
months the t'wo processes undergo de
finite colour changes slo distinct from 
one another a.s to create a mixed sam
ple in that time. 

It seems to take some time before 
the conclusions of scientific investiga
tions are brought into practicael opera
tion. It incurs a little extra trouble 
by paclc.ing the cold potash dipped 
fruit separately, but growers should 
fruit separately, but growers should 
get the benefit o£ any additional fin
<>.ncial return brought about' by virtue 
of itsi better keeping quality. 

Here is an extract from the report 
on the colour keeping quantities of 
Elonths-''At the init'ial exanunation 
(:May) the mixed dip approached the 
color of the cold dip and these two 
exhibited a marked superiority over 

the remaining two of the series (In
gerson and modified ca'Llstic). Sub
s1equently the mixed dip fruit depreci
ated and at' the final eXJamination was 
exhibiting the colour of the caustic 
rather than the cold potash dip. 

"At th.e conclusion of the trial 
the cold cl1p samples al::me could 
b' dass•ed in h·ade terms as light 
bright fruit." 

On the face of this evidence our 
packers mix the two dips and hope 
for the best. 

TO COMBAT SALT AND 
SEEPAGE 

Cruiusiug around the settlement, I 
noticed many vines showing signs of 
sa!t trouble in places not previously 
affected. This is usually the time of 
vear when s'alt trou!Yle shows itself 
~!early, oand if left unchecked will ul
timately spread. At the first sign of 
vines looking sick from salt or seep
age trouble, the best thing to do is to 
get to work with a soil auger or post 
hole digger and see at what depth 
the permanent water table lies. I£ 
the trouble is local and of late origin, 
it is a good p1an to get down t 0 the 
drift sand (if this isl possible) and fill 
the hole with stones. In this way 
the surplus water is oftei1 removed 
from a clay "pocket". J:l'lost of our 
trouble £rom seepage or salt lies in the 

IRYMPLE PACKING 

Should the trouble be due to excess 
water over a larger area than can be 
handled by a sing·le bore a good plan 
would be t'o plant a crop of tick beans 
to absorb the water, 

A good deal of research work has 
been done at the Griffith Research 
station on the subject, of abs1orbing 
surplus soil water by growing green 
cover crops with remarkable results. 
~Wherever irrigation is carried on the 
principles of drainage cannot be ig
nored. 'vVe are supplied with water by 
our irrigation boards, but the m,atter 
of drainage i5 only just gaining the 
attention of these authorities. It 
might not be a difficult matter to ar
range a conference between all irri
gation bodies in these areas with a 

view to adopting .a common policy on 
irrigation and drainage matters, 

DISPOSAL OF LOW GRADE 
FRUIT 

One matter of concern to the dried 
fruits inclus·try is the disposal of low 
grade fruit. In the course of a year's 
operations there is something in the 
vicinity of 500 tons of this fruit which 
cannot be utilizeu ror any commercial 
p11rpose other than the dispos1al to dis
tilleries. Various tests h,ave been 
made at the Roseworthy Agricultural 
colleg1e with a view to. utilising this 
fruit for pig feed, but the result's have 
been disappointing in this direction, 

PTY. LIMITED 
IRYMPLE and MERBEIN 

PACKERS OF DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS 
At Gt•owers' Service in all Branches of Orchard Requirements 

Registered Land Agents 
~ 

Fire, Life and Accident 

INSURANCE AGENTS 

Agents for "Premier" Box Framing and Lidding Machines and 
Gardner waern Elevating Trucks. Quotations on Appcication, 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

P. MALLOCH, 
Ma•nager and Secretary. 

----------------------------------------------~--------------~~----\ 
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and at the present time the dried 
fruits industry looks to its sister in
clus't'ry (the wine and spirit industry) 
to absorb this surplus product. 

At this juncture the position is 
£:·aught with difficulties, owmg to the 
present condition of proof spirit st'ocks 
in the Commonwealth. This surpluus 
dried fruit wourd come in direct corn
petition with the product of fresh 
grapes (principally doradillos) were it 
t•sed for spirit purpmles, and increase 
spirit sitocks by rome 30,000 g·allons, 
a position not to lle considered light
ly. 

A parallel case exi:fted some years 
ago when an embargo was placed on 
the drying of the doradillo to prevent 
them com.ing in competition with 
purely drying varieties, and I cannot 
see any justification in allowing the 
use of surplus dried fruit which would 
detriment'ally affect the wine and spir
it indtdtry. In normal circumstan
ces the two industries could work har
moniously together, but with a year's 
surplus spirit stoclcsl on hand, it would 
be bad policy to allow an additional 
amount of proof spirit t 0 find its way 
into a keen competitive market. In
dications point to a gradual reduction 
of surplus spirit stocks, and there is 
no doubt that in the course of time 

·they will again co·me within normal 
requirements. But until that time 
comes there seems no JUstification in 
dispoS:ing of surplus dried fruit to 
winemake"s or distillers. 

SULTANA PROCESSING 

Some Obvious Correctable, 
Faults 

(BY A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc.) 

In the following article, appear· 
ing in "The J\furray Pioneer," Mr. 
A. ~V. Lyon, J\1-Ag.Sc., of the., 
Merbein Research Station, offers 

om.e comments on sultana proces
sin as he ob:Served it uring a re
cent visit to the S,A. ir.rigation 

settlement:\s,. 

HaV1ing spent two days in the 
River settlements with Mr. Ingerson, 
possibly a few remarks in reference 
,~o this season's sultanas ~nay prove 
of interest, 

In the first place, it is very pleas
Ing to note that the standard dip is 
being used almost exclusively, and se
condly that so far, the fruit is of 
very good quality and of similar type, 

OBVIOUS AND CORRECTABLE 
FAULTS 

It is a little disappointing, how
ever, to find that obvious, and cor

l'ectable faults arE) still noticeable, 

----------------------
Dipping and rack spreading appear 
quite satisfactory. The "finishing 
off", ho\vever, is by no 1neans good in 
Inany cases. Evidence of dulling in 
colout• by too eal'ly re1noval, and 
of a green tinge, nnd slight darkening 
by nweac1ing too thickly on the hes
sians, ap]Jeat' to be the.ll1Din faults. 

It has long !Jecn lnwwn that the 
lll'ocesseR which give a light colored 
sultana should be accompanied by 
cnreful finishing, Yiz., by exposing 
every hel'l'y to the sun; antl certain
ly, fo1· the clingy and greenish types 
by a final wash before boxing. Only 
l>y following all the recommended 
Practices, can gTower,; expect to get 
the desirable long lines of similar 
good quality fruit t1esil·ec1 by the 
trade. 

Considel'able 
possible in these 
special campaign 
'finishing off'' is 
ed. 

advancement is 
directions, and a 
to secttt'e better 
urgently t'equit'· 

MOULD 

Mould in the sultanas is giving 
a little t1·ouble, aceentuated by failure 
to separate nwuldy bunches from the 
rest of the sample, A mouldy 
bunch is of little value, and shoulcl 
be lcept out of the goocl fruit, either 
by leaving on the vine, or by separ
ation \Yhen spreading. 

DIP TEMPERATURE 

\Ve still have as previously, de
pm·ture from the standard reconl
mendations. Lowering of temper
ature, in some cases to 160 degrees 
F., came under notice. These lower 
temperatures will certainly give a 
little of the light canary-coloured 
fruit that is so attractive, but on the 
whole results are not satisfactory, 
The risk is too great should the wea
ther break, and in any case, there is 

little profit, in a community paclc JJy 
indivil1unJ growers getting "out' of 
step" with their fellows. Similarity, 
1·a thel' than individuality, is requided, 

SOME MISCONCEPTIONS 

'rhere are, as usual, a fe'v nliscon
ccvtions to clear up. The opinion 
that fruit "loses weig·ht'' after cer
tain dips is still held in some quar
ters. 

As the loss in weight is chief· 
ly obtained by dt·ying out the sur
plus water there can be no basis 
of fact in this contention 

Cases where sultanas have been 
considered overdt'ied on the London 
market have not so far come under 
notice; on the contrary, the growing 

· practiC'e of clt·ying the sultanas thor
ough:y is helping tho quality paclt to 
hold condition, and should be en
cournged in every \Yay, 

DIPPING DEMONSTRATIONS 

From some (juarters, regret that 
additional di)Jplng demonstrations 
\Vere not given, 'vas expressed. We 
wish it to lJe clearly undel'stood that 
<:tl'l'angenlenL::; cnu be Inac1e for de
monstt·a tions, if application be made 
to J\Ir. Arndt Ol' Mr. Inge1·son reason
ably em·;y in the season, Early ap
vlica tiou i8 neeessary, as these of
ficers are very busy at the harvest 
season. 

FURTHER ADVANCEMENT 

On the whole, we can say that 
standal'dization, accompanied by a 
general raising of quality has con1e 
very quickly; and that further ad
vancement is assured if growers will 
give gTeater attention to the "finish
ing off" of the sultanas. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' CO~OPERATED LTD., 
RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co·oper•ative Packing and Pr·ocessing of Dried Fruits. 

Paid~up Capital, £32,901. Reserves, £13,685 

Packers of the Well Known "ARK" Brand 
-Dried and Fresh Fruit-

Timber, Hardware, Produce, and General Merchants 

Growers Financed Against Coming Harvest 
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j ~VERSEAS DRIED FRUITS 

LONDON STOCKS 

L.D.F.T.A. Figures fo\ Janu
ary and February 

The following lists of stocks ot 
dried fn1its in the Port of London, as 
per warehouse returns issued by ~he 
London Dried Fruit Trade AssoCia
tion, have been forwardecl by l'lfessrs. 
Virgil BoyR and Co. of Ear~ tell eap. 
They give figures at the end of Janu
ary and February, and the stocl<:s at 
the same date for the previous two 
years nre also given for comparison. 

AT JANUARY 31 
1933 1932 
Tons 

CURRANTS 
Tons 

Greek etc. 
Australian 

3,403 3,930 
880 434 

SULTANAS 
Valencia & Denia 63 
Turkey, Red, Chesme, 

]Jleme etc. 
Muscatel 
Australian 
Cape 
Californian 

38 
520 
136 

125 

459 

7 
69 

1,581 
115 
146 

SULTANAS 
Greek 543 
Smyrna 1,485 
Australian 4,286 
Cape 41 
Californian 2,701 
Persian, Afghan & 

Indian 724 

348 
1,239 

565 
2 

1,230 

409 

pRUNES AND PLUMS 
French-
Cases of bottles 100 
Half cases 21 
~-cases & boxe's 100 

Servian & Bosnian
~-cases & boxes 257 

Cal!fol'nian and Oregon-
Ha.lf cases 3,250 
'leases & 

boxes 
Cap·~

Packagcs 

141,604 

5,093 

77,852 

1,690 

OTHER TREE FR.UITS 
Pkgs. Pl<:gs. 

Apples 
Apricots 
Fruit Salad 
Nectarines 
Pears 
Peache's 

7,765 11.~179 
33,703 14,874 

2,371 764 
2,116 255 

14,366 10·,529 
10,449 5,454 

AT FEBRUARY 28 
1933 1932 

Tons Tons 

CURRANTS 
Greel<: etc. 
Australian 

3,040 3,047 
624 328 

RAISIN.S 
Valencia and 

Denia 51 
Turkey, Red, Chesme, 

Eleme, etc. 
At!Stralian 
Cape 
Californian 

475 
134 
112 

274 

7 
1,541 

108 
200 

1931 
Tons 

3,X43 
3,940 

54 

R 
20 

1,330 
35 
89 

148 
'i'lfi 

11,403 

4 

16 
7a 

115.777 

8,426 

.l:'l<:gS, 
15,125 
15,11)! 

1,212 
838 

11,742 
17.613 

1931 
Tons 

R.470 
3,421 

44 

5 
1,2!14 

32 
77 

MARKET REPORTS 

Greek 
Smyrna 
Australian 
Cape 

SULTANAS 
486 

1,136 
3,963 

40 
Californian 
Persian, Afghan, 

2,546 

243 
746 
326 

2 
858 

and Indian 646 517 
PRUNES AND PLUMS 

French-
Cases of bottles 100 
Half cases 44 
~-cases & boxes 100 

Servian and Bosnian
~-ca:;es & boxes 151 
Bags 

2 
14 

Californian and Ol'eg'on-
Half cases 2,050 
~-cases '--~ 

boxes 
Cape-

OTHER 

Apples 
Apricots 
Fruit Sa)ad 
Nectal'ines 
Pears 
Peaches 

142,414 

7,071 

78,290 

1,040 

TREE FRUI'l'S 
Pl<:gs. Pkgs. 

9,161 7,055 
31,969 14,086 
1,618 263 

2,224 145 
l--z,790 3,9fi6 
7,529 3,917 

LIVERPOOL 

158 
543 

10,297 

742 

5 

7 
233 

10fi,540 

3,782 

Pl<:g-s, 
9,399 

21,194 
1,39R 

573 
8,875 

12,550 

\JVIarket Report for January 

Messrs. J. C. Houghton and Co. 
report as follows on the Liverpool 
dried fruits market, under date Janu
ary 31:-

-vVe commenced the new year im
bued with the confident hope that a 
successfun outcome of the forthcom
ing vVorld Econom!c Co.nfer:ncc 
would pr0vc the turnmg pomt 111 :1. 

general recovery and revival of trade. 
The evil influence of war debts on 
the shuation has for a long time pasc 
been very evident and, consequently. 
the announcement of America's read
iness to open discussions of this vex
eel s'ubject is very welcome. Some 
financial authorities :a.re recommend~ 
ing inflation as a remedy but this can 
not be regarded as likely to bring 
about any lasting improvement. What 
is urgently needed is th.e .estab
lishing of wor''d com.merc1al. confi
dence, which can only be realized ?Y 
ridding the debtor nations of the m
cubus 0 f their war debts'. 

vVhen Great Britain went off the 
gold standard the blelief became pre
vallent that some currency other than 
fterling would p:·omptly _take its place, 
but those who entertamed such no
tions have had the s'urprise of their 
Jives, as the fact has at last be.en 
bqrne upon them that f01; centunes 
sterling has been the world s meas·'ure 
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of value and stiH contin:ues to rule 
financial undertakings. Hence the 
anxiety expressed to fee Great Bri
tain revert once mo1·e to the gold 
s·tandard, 

CURRANTS : The firm ton_e of 
the Greek market during the closing 
days of December aroused a hopeful 
feeling that an early resumption of 
:activity would be witneosed, coupled 
with the knowledge that buyers were 
carrying s'mall stocks. Buying con
tinued on a very small: scale and lt 
was expected that as the month pro
gres.oed normal trading would be re
sumed. Unfortunately, the apathy 
of dealers continued. The uncer
tain tv regarding the future course of 
the -exchange undoubtedly affected 
the posit'ion, making traders appre
hensive of prices declining and, con
sequen~ly, disinclined t~ carry sto~ks. 
Holders naturally exhibited some s1gn 
of restlessness and anxiety to make 
progTess but prices sh~w little ~lt'era
tion, with a tendency m buyers fav
our. 

AUSTRALIAN CURRANTS: 
stocks were carried over and 
the exception of a small arrival 
an out port, realizing 30/ to 
there is no bus·iness to report. 

No 
with 
from 
31/, 

VALENCIA RAISINS: The mar
ket is bare of stock and this has' a~
sisted Capes, -in which a little busl
ne's has pass>ecl at 28/6. 

SiviYRNA SULTANAS: A drag· 
ging state of affairs has prevailed 
and prices have sho·wn a dropping 
tendency throughout the month. 
Notwithstanding the fi·i·mnesd of the 
Smyrna market, holders are very 
anxious to make progress and where 
business isl done prices are lower than 
the parity at which goods could be 
replaced if imported on present val
ues ruling abroad. The lit't'e ~usi
ness passing has been in :Medium at 
40/ to 42/, Good 46/. 

GREEK SULTANAS: Have been 
slow of sale but more interest talo~n 
at close of the month. Poor qual
ity has made 38/ to 40;. Good 50/ to 

WIRE TYING 

MACHINES 
AND WIRE. ·SEAl.. 

STRAPPING 
are Australian made--material 
and labour. Every Gerrard 
user is assured of an 
satisfactory machine at all 
times. 

Gerrar~l Wire Tying Machines Co. Ply. Ltd. 
119-125 Hawke St., West Melb,, C.3. 
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54!, Fine up to 62/. TRADE vVITH CANADA 
AUSTRALIAN. SULTANAS: The 

dull and unsatisfactory poslition con
tinued and progr'ess was extremely 
difficullt, the few sales made at 38/ 
being of quite insignificant quanti
ties. A reduction in prices' wa.s de
cided upon towards the end of the 
month and it is anticipated that the 
reasonable range of values now offer
ing should attract the trade and that 
the smal! remainders vvil! be quickly 
abcorbed before arrival of the new 
harvdt. 

S. AFRICAN DRIED l'KUITS 
Producti·on Estimate fol' 1933-

The following estimate of dried 
fruits production in the Union of 
South Africa for 1933 is given by the 
US. Agricultural ~~t'tache at Pretoria: 

· Pounds 
Apricots .. 
Raisins .. 
Sultanas . . . . . · 
Apples .. 
Peaches 
Prunes :. . . . . 
Pears .. 
Miscellaneous-( Chiefly 

figs and currants) 

4,oo:o,ooo 
4,500,0'00 
3,000,000 

200,000 
1.400,000 
e,ooo,oco 

200,000 

1,000,000 

LONDON MARKET 
Enclosing their latest list of Lon

don stocks, Messrs. Virgil Boys of 
Eastcheap, conrment on the marl<:et 
there as follows:-

'.rhe marlret here fo1· ali !rinds o! 
dried fruits is very quiet. Our ad
vices from Denia, Spain, are that very 
few raisins (lexias) remain in the 
country. Their 1932 crops only to
talled about 7,900 tons-that is 495 
tons less than in 1931. 

Prominent Position of 

Dried Fruits 

A statement prepared in the 
Department of Commerce shows 
that the value of Australian ex-

ports to Canada fo1· the period July 1 
to November 30, of last year was 
£879,242, 'l'his. total included £779,044 

in respect of goods granted preferen-

tial treatment in the Dominion under 
the ]n·ovision of the trade agreement 

bctweE•n the tw0 countries, The 

amounts compare favourably with the 

record Australian export figures 

£:1,,033,782 (£805,227) recorded for the 

·twele months ended June 30, 1932. 

Australi;cn products which have 

been affonled preferential treatment 

in the Canadian market and in which 

an expansion of business has tal<:en 
place include:-

Canned meats 
Dried vine fruits 
Canned pin8apples 

Rice (uncleaned) 

Sugar 

\Vine 

1929/30 
Qum1. Value 

lbs. £ 
28,075 1,071 

7,084;800 131,770 

Cwts. 
130,007 81,250 

Gals, 
20,722 7,183 

Exports were wel] maintained dur

ing the months of July to November 

last, instances of continued i'mprove

ment being observed, particularly 

With shipments to Canada of canned 

meats valued at £12:,019, and cane 
sugm· representing an amount of 
£360,221. 

The statement also directs atten

tion to the growing importance of the 

Canadian market for Australian 

scoured wool and woo] tops. Export 

figures for the fiscaJ years 1929/30 and 
1931/32 are:-

1929/30 1931/32 
Quan. 

lbs. 
Value. Quan, Value. 

lbs. 
\Vool, scourecl-

154,856 £16,000 420,906 £24,110 

\\'ool, tops-
285,241 £50,104 1,178,526 £149,144 

Australia is second largest Empire 

supplier of Canadian imports, and 

fourth on the list including British 
and foreign countl'ies, 

1930/31 
Quan. Value. 

lbs. £ 
58,763 2,075 

22,427 009 34•1,240 
619,950 13,613 

Centals 
11,722 3,140 

Cwts. 
110,073 48,281 
Gals' 

33,404 9,068 

1931/32 
Quan. Value, 
Ibs. £ 

341,612 8,780 
24,504,335 415,770 

2,954,628 64,506 
Centals 

34,621 10,85(, 
Cwts. 
315,020 137,427 

Gals. 
158,327 21,201 
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NOMINAL CAPITAL, £100,000 
PAID-UP CAPITAL, £99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKING HOUSES AT 

IRYMPLE (2), MERBEIN and RED CLIFFS 
Head Office at 568, Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Union Assurance Society Ltd. 
CreRco l'l1anure3 
Harry Johnson's (Irymple) Dip 

AGENCIES-
A.M:.P. Society 
London & Lancashire Insurance Coy Ltd, 
Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spray P !ant 

WE SUPPLY ALL GROWERS' REQUISITES 
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!__-=~.........:...-:.........~-~------___:___:...__......:,__ __ ~___;_____~ _ __:_ _ _,____ __ J 



/. 

16- The Australian Dried Fruits News April 20, 1933 

TO CONTROL PRUNE 
MARKETING 

Mr: Rutliclge Publicly Fare
lvelled at Yenda 

TRIBUTE TO LEADER IN 
CO-OPERATION 

Striking tribute to the high es

teem in which l\Ir. F. H. Rut

lidge is held in the lVImTu
1
tnbidgee 

Irrigation ~rea 'vas given,, at a 

public far8Well at Yenda recently. 

After ten yea·rs in the district, lat

terly as manager of the Yenda Pro

ducers' Company, Mr. Rutlidge has 

relinquished that position to assume 

conb·oJ of the marl;:eting- of prunes 

for. the l\1. I. A. and Yoyng districts, 

with his headquarter,<;!, in Sydney. His 

departure is l;eferrecl.,to in the follow

'ing terms by the "Area Nevm'':-

The notable farewelJ tender

eel Mr. F. H. Rutlidge at Yencln, on 

Tuesday night cll'aws attention to the 

distinguished service performe,l on 

these areas by thG men who have been 

assochitcd 'vith- tlie seveni1 co-overn

tivE- · org·anizations which have liftell 

the. settlement out of a morass of diS·· 

organization and helplessness to n, 

position of security, and independence, 

'.rhese men, o{ whmn .i\ir. Rutlidge is 
a splendid example, have found in 
employment by the settlers, not simply 
a job, but an avenue for public ser
vice, and it is noteworthy that in Mr. 
Rutliclge's case he himself did not 
share in the advantage,, which he se
cured for his en1ployers, for he is not 
a landholder or a producer. In an age 
in which the rights anc1 !Jrivileges of 
the employed are emphasised to the 
exclusion of all other considerations, 
it is refreshing to find men who are 
n1o1·e concerned with the obligations 
than with the rewardt:~ ot service. 

The nature and ·extent of l\Ir. 
Rutlidge's services to this community 
are well known. The Yenda Produ
cers Company as it stands to-clay is 
his creation in a very large 1neasure. 
The Irrigation Co-operative Societies 
Ltd, was conceived of his enthusiaS1n 
and foresight, ancl many adventures 
in the extension ot co-operative or
ganization and enterprise witnessed in 
the last few years have been inspil·
ed by 1\Ir. R.utliclge. His unflagging 
enthusiasm and tireless el)ergy, even 
In wnat were rcgarcled as lost causes, 
his marked executive ab11ity and al· 

most intuitive insight, and the wicle 
range of his :-;ympathies with the pri
lnary producer:::.:, extending beyond the 
1Htc1dng;, shpcl to the hon1e and farn1, 
endowecl him with a PN'lllinr fitness 
fo1· the onet·ous tarJk which he under
tool;: when he :assumed comnwiHl of a 
tuitcl'ing entE>l'lJriRe in a struggling 

settlement. . 

There is an insvil·ation fo,· the 
whole district in the fact that l\Ir. 
EuCiclge, a n1nn \vl1ose ovtin1is1n is 

tempered by expet·ienoe and by fore
Right both, is sufficiently hopeful for 
the future of the industries upon which 
this settlement mainly clepenclR to 
leaYe an arduous post on the Areas 
Cor n sti]] more exacting· post-an out
t'ost as it were-in the co-operative 
org>1nization of the fntit industry, 
Pnblie sel'\'ice of this sort offers no 
adequcHe rewards, but this district 
will wish him the con1pensation of the 
satisfaction to be ,yon from an en
tel']Jrise successfulJy concluded. 

PROTE8T 
YOUR. 

FEN8E$ 
AGAINST 
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These posts are safe from fire, will not rot, are 
impervious to white ants, require not post 
holes, do not need to be bored, do away with 
wedges or ties, no ramming of posts needed. 
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