
-··ror what we are about 
to receive ,, 

Price, ld. 

·Wherever you 
trade, buy 
AuslralLan 

rna de.'' 
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Greater Use of Australian Steel 
Means Greater Prosperity 

An estimate several years ago by the United States Govern
ment of national wealth placed it at 220 billions of dollars; it 
may well ]:le 350 billions to-day. If the writer were asked to 
name the principal agent in the enormous growth in wealth of 
this country during the past two decades, he would unhesi
tatingly name the vast iron deposits of the Lake Superior 
region, and the consequent phenomenal growth of our steel 
industry. 

J. Bernard Walker (''The Story of Steel.") 

If full and adequate use is made of the products 
of our Australian Iron and Steel Industry, there is no 
reason why the wealth of Australia should not increase 
to the same extent as that of America. 

Engineers have found a special advantage from the 
use of Australian Steel, as owing to the high quality of 
the Iron Ore and the up to date and highly scientific 
methods used in Australian steel production, the quality 
16 unusually even and reliable. 

THE STORY OF STEEL IS 
THE STORY OF PROGRESS 

... ----------------~---- ... ·-----------------------"" 

~----
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Red Cliffs to Calif~rJ?.ia 
h G . ers' Organisations. 

A Settler Comp·ares t. e. row -M 'd nd Bringing Ruin 
"Outsiders" are Undermi nlng Sun ai a 

How the on the Gr?wers. d. M k ts of the World 
. . G· for the High-gra e ar e 

Australians Advised to o . D l'ly" 
. d f. 1 ''Sunrays1a a • . 

Reprmte I 
011 

. · b the vanous. 
'ff the orgamsatiOn, ' y t and 

Mr W T. Yates, of Red Chf s, committees, personal contac c 

who' .left. his block last ye~r ;.r other ways. . . " Novem-
h ~lth reasons and went w.Ith f 1~ "Sunrays.a Dally ofS Maid 
~ d hildren to Amenca 01 'b , 19 says that u~-

1 ;1~l~a~~e, ~~s wri~te,~ to th~ edi~or 0;~anisation' is in dirc~~~~s~nd 
of "Sunraysla Dally as fol ows: can add my qu.ota d as strong 

I recently read so.me iD:ter,~stmt~ say. it ·certamly ~~ ~~e 'past, it is. 
. . "Sunraysla Dmly, no as It has been d 'tsr trouble 

matter m . f November 15 tottering to-day, an l bl th t 
abldy ~f9 thfnlS~~~~~ction with the is the very sadme t~ouA t F.A. 
an ' . d t, I would hl'e has threatene oUI . · · f 
dried fruit m us ry. t thereto . 1920-the disloyJ~lty. o 
to make som~ol~~1~~~re~1 the holJe ~h~c~rowers to the' orgams~~~~d~ 
throu_gh yourb helpf{11 eslJecially and independ~nt. Ol' tho dis-
that 1t may e ' ·n soon h d nd it rs only e 
as the new season's crop WI s e ft a f growers that makes 
be on the move. . n indus- lh~a oJtside sheds po~sible. 

A person look.mg at ai believe, t To-da in California the con:-
try from th~ o~tslde J·fi~rent light bined "~· tside" sheds are more 
often see 1t m hao 1 are closely powerful than the well-k~oAw~r 
f 11 those w · t M 'd R isin Growers -rol 'th' and many pom s Sun- al a h 50 per 
g'l'ouped Wl m, ecially when sodation. More t an . , 
are acce~tda~~~· i::fde exl;er .ence cent. of tJ:e. gTowt;h ard ~~.~~1~~ 
one has a . , ) with some by "bm·gammg a e 0 , 

(I m~ad as t aY(~~:1

phases or the the outside shfds, a~~e e;_se:J-
know e ge o fresh one that eaves t . de 
industry._ tl last four months ciation strengthens thd ou s~he 

Durmg 1e 1 in touch with sheds and helps to r~ uce ll 
I have. kepft. c~~se. ydustry here in price of his _own .frmt ~s we 
the dne~ rul s m t Fresno that of hlS neighboms. 
California. I , was th~ finish of ~s The Outsider at Work. . 
fr?m the,, st~:~.v~ost and talked The faults o.ne. hea~·s . d he~i~ 
tlns year s ' and em- . t the Assoc1atiOn me 1 en 
to g'l'owers, packers, Ilt a very aglams ith those heard for many 

1 and as a rest ft ca w th A D F A i e. 
P oyes! ression has been le years against e ... , . ff li~n~ 
deep 1111P, d for the paramount delayed payments, paymg o , ·ets 
on my mm t' ued and ever- to ·banks before the grow~r tfl, 
need of ~on m f. (a) Or,·an- h's moneY cost of organ.sa IOn, 
strengthenmg· o . l't (pa~tic- 1 . 1. 'dislike of management, 
isation and 0?) Qua 1 ~ . persona . 

larly reg·ardmg colour). etc. ther hand, outside 
u · · tion now On the 0 d l' . or W have the orgamsa l't' 1· ds pav cash on e IVery, 

e lso have the qua l y s ,e . but at what cost to 
and we !1 the fruit. Those are nearly so- Californian growers 
(colour) l.n l S that our industry growers. t~e b'tter taste, but most 
the two roc~ , perity or are havmg a' 1 't · t They 
will eithe1r nse to aia oboth must of them casnot Meid 1 fof.e the state 
fall to fue1~s a~~· be . strengthe~red still ~lame M~~; of them say that 
go to.ge ·oved at every possrble of thm~s. brou ··ht the present con-
and lmP\y •both by. publicity S~u.r-Mmbd t b gy bad management, 
OPlJortum" ' , the d1t10n a ou 'th 't . h the press to seem e th t thev are done Wl 1 . throng t ·e of grower,; in and a . greatest percen ag 
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During the first four weeks of the 
new season's fruit coming in there 
were four drops in price by the 
outside sheds, and finally they 
ceased buying altogether for a 
time. 

The Cannon-Fodder of a Price 
War. 

I was in the office of one of the 
·OUtside sheds, ai1d growers Were 
coming in .one after the other and 
asking them to buy their fruit. 
The growers were told to hold 
their fruit,. as .the shed was not 
buying until next week. U .was 
remarked to .me later that they 
were i1ot going to give 2~ cents 
per lb. when they knew very well 
they could .buy it next week for 
2 cents. per l•b. That would 1'nake 
the fifth drop in price in five 
weeks, and the grower had no 
alternative, as he had to have the 
money. The great trouble was 
that "Sun-Maid" had to make 
similar redrictions . in their selling 
price to 'meet the selling-price 
competitiori_:_::a ' beautiful trade 
war on a grand scale-with the 
growers and their helpless women 
and children the cannon-fodder, 
as it were. As one Digger to !lri
othe~·, I ask: "Do you want to see 
the same thing happen in our in
dustry, with the disorganisation, 
and chaos, and ruin that will sure
ly follow, or are you 100 per cent. 
shoulder to shoulder and one for 
all and all for one?" The danger 
is real, and the remedy is in each 
man's own hands, 

A Tribute to the A.D.F.A. 
I · take off my hat to the 

A.D;F.A., with all its little faults 
and growing pains, pioneered by 
that staunch body of older gTow~ 
ers. I am sure they did not stat:t 
it and stick to it for any selfish 
.ends. It could not have been done 
without, as the growers were up 
against it, !lnd had to organise or 
perish. The need for both the 
A.D:F.A. and the marketing 
boards in Australia and England 
is even more urgent to-day than 
·ever. 

To quote further regarding the 
price-war, I asked the manager of 
a large outside shed if it would be 
better for him if the growers were 

getting; a fair payab;e price and 
were contented and prosperous. 
The shed manager replied in the 
negative, and said that if prices 
went up and were at all good 
lhere would be mc1·eased produc
tion at once. Everybody w1th 
money would put it into fruit 
land, and city merchants, do,ctors, 
lawyers, ·teachers, etc., would go 
into fruit, as they did some years 
ago. He said that matters just 
hac! to go on and right themse1ves 
somehow. 

Foreigners Secure Blochs. 
Another thing, and a very im

portant aspect of the matter, is 
the matter of finance. In the event 
o£ a breakdown of our organisa
tion, the ,e·1·owers would not be 
able to get anything like the finan
cial backmg that growers lhere 
would have. been able to get. Here 
there is plenty of cheap money in 
the banks available for almo11t any 
undertaking, and at the present 
time it is smd that 80 per cent. of 
vine lands are in the hands of the 
banks, and that the remainder are 
financed by the wealthy owners, 
who are either retired merchants 
f1·om the eastern States, big local 
merchants or professional men. 
Very many of the ·blocks have npw 
been taken over by Mexicans, or 
Armenians, or other southern 
Europeans. So much for the need 
of keeping up our organisation 
and continually fortifying it. 

The Demand for Colour. 
On the question of quality, the 

main thh1g that· we have to ham
mer on as growers is the matter 
of colour. The actual quality of 
our fruit is as , good and better 
than Californian, but nearly all 
the fruit here is sun-dried, and 
although they obtain uniformity 
of colour-being about (lqU.al to 
our 2A crown-with this grade of 
fruit they ean flood the world. 
If we turn out 2A and try to com
pete we will go broke quicker 
than they will. If we are going 
to succeed, as we can do, we hftve 
to ·turn out 4-crown fruit ... The 
neople in any country have only to 
be shown our golden 4-crown sul
tanas, and they will buy them at 
a satisfactpry price to us. In this 

Feb. 15, 19~~~--T-·he A~stralian Dried Fruits News. 

Not only ·because there is no smarter hat in 
the world, but because that smartness remaim 
over a long period of service, is the Woodrow 

the first choice of an Empire. 

At All Good Men's Stores 
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:respect I beg to d:ffer from Mr. 
J:{, A. Baynes, as reported in "Sun
raysia Daily" on November 15, 
in his address 'before the annual 
conference of the A.D.F.A., in 
which he said that our low-grade 
1exias would find a market in the 
eastern States of Canada, in pre
ference to the West Coast, where 
conditions were different. 

Reports from Canada just to 
_hand indicate that the entire 
country is enjoying a great wave 
of prosperity, which is likely to 
continue, therefore the purchasing 

_llower of the people must be high, 
-and the prosperity is not confined 
t;o one section or State. We have 
just got to educate this high-grade 
market up to 'our high-grade fruit 

._and in spite of what they have 
been used to (which has mostly 
been the 2-crown Californian 
fruit, which is dark, .and not at
tractive in appearance) they will 
buy our golden sultanas and pay 
the price in the same way that 

-they are doing in England, where 
t;he purchasing power of the pub-

Jic is only a fraction of what it is 
Jn Canada to-day. 

Don't Fight California, 
The matter of buying high

:grade foodstuffs is only a phase in 
'the ever-advancing standard of 
\living in America and Canada and 
~all over the world. We don't want 
to compete anywhere with Califor
nia, as we are not able to. What 
we have to do is to produce "A" 
grade fruit, and our 4-crown fruit 
will do it. It is in a class by 
itself, and we will be beyond com
petition as, owing to the difficulty 
of educating the foreign element 
here to change their methods and 
cater for what is to them a foreign 
market, and not a very large one 
for their total tonnage, it is hardly 
1ikely they will turn out go~den 
colour to compete with us.· 

I would advocate our aiming 
at a 75 per cent. 4-crown crop 
right now. We have made the 
start, and many growers have 
done it in past years. With 
proper care and supervision, 
every grower can do it this year. 

With a lighter crop and ID'li'e 

labour available, and the Re
search Farm under Mr. Lyon 
already on the job, It only wants 
a bit of enthusiasm to get It 
started. Every grower would 
take a keen interest in turning 
out 13omething better. I have 

often heard growers say that it 
is not worth the extra trouble 
for the sake of a pound or two 
per ton extra, but those days 
are past, and the time has come 
when we have to aim high and 
get beyond the competition of 
ordinary grade fruit. If we 
don't do this we will jog along 
behind with the "also rans." 
I will suggest now that a com

petition be started by the federal 
council of the A.D.F.A., and that 
prizes be given in every growing 
crop.. Even packing sheds could 
help m the way that Messrs. Con
.ran and Humphries did last year, 
m. the way of supplementmg 
prizes. 

Prizes for Colour. 
We have tried organisation and 

marketing system, and we know 
how to turn out high-grade fruit. 
The two former sections can be 
il_llproved on and added to at any 
tune, but the matter of high-grade 
fruit is largely in the hands of the 
growers, and this is the time of 
the year to get after it. The whole 
industry will reap the reward. If 
£1,000 were spent this year in 
pTizes for 4-crown fruit, the 
g:rowers would get it 'hack many 
times over in increased prices 
and the. tendency will always b~ 
for a Wider maTgin in price each 
y~ar between ordinary grade and 
high-grade fruit. This is based on 
~he ever-;rising standard of living 
m all white countries. 

.Mr. Louey Pang advocates a 
tnal shipment of fruit to China. 
[f it is to 'be a shipment of high
grade fruit for China's wealthy 
~~a~s, .I favour the suggestion; but 
If It IS to be 2-crown fruit that 
will come into competition with 
the Californian product, I say 
watch your step. 

I trust · that the foregoing re
marks will in some way help to 
k.eep the ball rolling for organisa
t·on and quality in colour. 
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Key to Commonwealth Account Sales 

1 

Owing to space limitations, an account sale . for ~nly one grade. o~. 
each fruit has ,been shown in full. Every grower IS entitled to a full ~{ey 
showing all gTades in each fruit, and this will be forwarded on ~pphca
tion to your pac-king shed or to the S3cretary, A.D.F.A., 450 Collms St., 
.Melbourne. 

', 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 

SEASON '1928. 

Apricots-3 Crown. 

ton, 2240 l'bs., at 
1/5 per l'b. (10 

4 ton rate) £158 13 
Less 10 per cent. 

trade discount 15 17 4 
------

142 16 0 
Less 3 per cent. 

disc·ount . . .. 4 5 7 

138 10 5 
Interstate charges 2 14 0 

135 16 5 

Head Office levy 

Commission, 5 per 
per cent ... 

2 6 

135 13 11 

6 15 8 

Per ton . . . . . . £128 18 3 
Equal per lb. . . 1 1.812 
Equal per box . . 1 12 2.736 

Railage and Cartage to the seaboard 
to be deducted . 

Ne.ctarines-3 Crown. 
1 ton, 2240 lbs., at 

1/2 per lb. (10 
ton rate) .. . . £130 13 4 

Less 10 per cent. 
trade discount 13 1 4 

117 12 0 

~'"'""'""'''""''"'''''''"'''''"''''''"'''''''"'""'"""'"'''''''"''''''''"''"''"''''''''"'''""'"''"'"'""'"~'''''''"'''''"''"''''''"'! 

~ LYSAGHT'S I 
~ ~ I "Australian Made" ~ 

I WI~:E~~~NG B~E~E~r I 
= = . . 
i Qyality Guar .. nteed·. Our Manufactures are known as t~e ~ 
~ Very. Best throughout Australia. Look for our Marker m 5 

I LYSA~~!~~;,~i;o:;:~~~o~!~ITED I 
E (Works Parramatta RiYer) i t Victorian Agents : GIBBS, BRIGHT & CO. I 
'~1UIII~Illllll .. liiiJIIIIIIliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiUJ1111111UitiiiiJIIII•'IIliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII11111111111111111111tlll11111111lll~ 

I 
I 
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Less 3 per cent. 
discount . . . . 

Interstate charges 

3 10 6 

114 1 6 
2 14 0 

111 7 6 
Head Office levy 2 G 

111 5 0 
Commission, 5 per 

cent. 5 11 3 

Per ton £i05 i3 9 
Equal per lb. 11.323 
Equal per box . . £1 6 5.044 

Railage and Cartage to the seaboard 
to be deducted. 

Penches-3 Crown-28 lb. boxes, 
1 ton, 2240 lbs., at 

1/1 per lb. (10 
ton rate) .... £121 G 8 

Less 10 per cent. 
trade discount 12 2 8 

Less 3 per cent. 
'discount . . . .. 

109 4 0 

3 5 6 

105 18 6 
Interstate charges 2 14 0 

103 4 6 
Head Office levy 2 fl 

Commission, 5 per 
cent. 

103 2 0 

5 3 1 

Per ton £97 18 11 
·Equal per lb. 10.494 
Equal per box . . £1 · 4 5:832 

Railage and Cartage to the seaboard 
to be deducted. 

Pears-3 Crown-28 lb. boxes. 
1 ton, 2240 lbs., at 

1/1 per lb. (10 
ton rate) .... £121 6 8 

Less 10 per cent. 
trade discount 12 2 8 

Less 3 per cent. 
discount . . . . 

109 4 0 

3 5 6 

105 18 6 
Interstate charges 2 14 0 

103 4 6 
Head qffic!( l~vy 2 6 

Commission, 5 per 
cent . . · ,,;·. . . . . 

103 2 0 

5 3 1 

Per ton -·. . . . £97 18 11 
Equal per lb. . 10.494 
Equal per box . . £n 4 5.832 

Railage and Ca1~tage to the seaboard 
to be deducted. 

VICTORIA AND NEW SOUTH 

WALES, SEASON 1928. 

Apricots-3 Crown. 

1 ton, 2240 lbs., at 
1/5 per lb. (10 
ton rate) .... £158 13 4 

Less 10, per cent. 
trade discount 15 17 4 

Less 3 · p'er · cent. 
discount . . . . 

142 16· 0 

4 5 8 

138 10 4 
Interstate charges 1 3 4 

137 7 0 
Head Office levy 2 6 

Commission, 5 per 
cent. 

137 4 6 

6 17 3 

P.er ton £130 7 3 
Equal per lb. . . 1 1.967 
Equal per •box . . £1 12 7.076 

Railage and Cartage to the seaboard 
to be deducted. 

Nec:~arines-3 Crown. 

ton, 2240 lbs., at 
· 1/2 per lb. (10 

ton rate) .... · £130 13 4 
Less 10 per cent. 

trade discount ; 13 1 4 

Less 8 per cent. 
discount . . . . 

117 12 0 

3 10 6 

114 1 6 
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Interstate Charges 1 3 4 

i1'2. 18 2 
Head Office levy 2 C 

Commission, 5 per 
cent. . . . . 

112'10 8 

5 12 9 

.Per ton . . . . £107 2 11 
',Equal per lb. 11.479 

,Equal per box . . £1 6 9.412 
Railage and Cartage to the seaboard 

to be deducted. 
Peaches-3 Crown. 

1 ton, 2240 lbs., at 
1/1 per tb. (10 
ton rate) . . . , £121 6 8 

Less 10 per cent. 
trade discount _.:.''-'

1 
,_12'-' _2 __ 8 

Less 3 per. cent. 
trade· discount 

105 18 •. () 
Interstate charg·es ' 1 3 4 

104 15 2 
Head Office levy 2 6 

104 12 8 
Commission, 5 per 

cent ..... Q•l 4 7 

Per ton . . . . £99 8 1 
Equal per lb. , 10.65 
Equal per box !ll 4 10.2 

Railage and Cartage to the seaboard 
to be deducted. . 

Pears-3 Crown-!?8 lb·. boxes. 
1 ton, 2240 lbs., at·' , I 

1/1 per I.b. (10 .. , 
ton rate) ... , )ll~t 6 · 8 

Less 10 per cent. 
trade discount 12 2 8 

Less 3 per cent. 
trade discount 

109 4 0 

3 5 6 

105 18 6 
Interstate charges 1 3 4 

104 15 2 
Head Office levy 2 6 

104 12 8 

I 

Commission, 5 per 
cent ..... 5 4 7 

£99 8 1 
10.65 

£1 4 10.2 
the seaboard 

Per ton . . . . . . 
Equal per lb. . . 

. Equal per box .. 
Railage and Cartage to 

to be deducted. 

N.S .. W. BOARD ELECTION. 
This election closed on January 30, 

and resulted in Mr. H. R. Sloan being 
elected to represent New South Wales 

· g'rowers outside the Murrumbidgee 
areas. 

Mr. W. M. Nulty was elected to 
represent growers in the Murrumbid-
gee· area. . 

The appointment of the c~a~rman 
has not yet taken place, ):>ut 1t 1s a!l
ticipated that this appomtment Wl~l 
be made in the very near future, as 1t 
is important that· the Board should 
operate. quickly ~n vie'?' of the. fact 
that the season IS rapidly appioach-
ing. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES TO 
31st JANUARY, 1928. 

SEASON 1927. 

Currants .. 
Sultanas .. 
Lexias .. 

2244 tons. 
. . 4537 tons. 
. . 1495 tons. 

Total . . 8276 tons .• 

LONDON SALES. 

The Chairman of the Common
wealth Dried Fruits Control Bo~rd 
advises that the sales of A_us~raban 
dried fruits in' Great Bl'ltam re
corded· with the London agency. of 
the Board for the week endmg 
~th February,. 1928, represented:
Sultanas-413 tons, at an average 

ni·ice of £55 I 17 I per ton. 
The total realisations to date of 

this season's dried fruits in Great 
Britain ar.e :-
Sultanas_:_17 ,292 tons, at an aver

a e price of £58 I 5 I per ton. 
Cur~ants-4,796~ tons, at an aver

price of £42/10/3 per ton. 
Lexias-1,919 tons, at an average 

price of £441219 per ton. 

,i 

1':, 
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"Dust instead of S~y--

IT'S NOW THE CHEAPER WAY 
:~'!!"''~-~--··~---!"'~~··~·!-·~·~·-··-·······-· .. --···-··-.............. ~··---·-··-

For Season 1927-8 the PRICES of 

''CLOUD FO HM'' OUSTS 
have been considerably 

Increased productwn to meet 
the growing demand has made 
this reductton possible. 

REDUCED Get a copy of new pnce list 
and the NEW CLOUDFORM DUST 
BOOK /rQm your local dtS/rtbutor. 

~~~~I:~~~~--~ r.~::~:;;£·~ ·::: 
i had already established a ! !1 no Fruitgrower or Vig-

1 new :;aanzduaerd or r·····N ............ o ....... w. . ...... 11 ~~:o~a~:~ .:~:;~ ~i:~~~~ 
! to fruitg;o~ers who had I -->II making a comparison of 

Previously thought in terms ~-=•· .... ~ ...... ,.,.~·~""""'"li Costs. 
of cumbersome liquid spray i !I 

plants. · 'I DUST ! i w~m ! 
Cheaper but Better. I !l LIQUID SPRAYS. I! 

,,_, __ ......... _, ____ ,, __ ,,,_.__! i' ...................................... ~ ........... ~ .................... J 

full lnfnrm&tinn on NIA~ARA DUSTERS •nd "CLOUDFORM" DUSTS on opplicotion to 

tht Sole Distributors ror Australasia l 

Gibbs Bright & Co. 27 Grenfell St. Adelaide 
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TREE FRUITS-NEW SEASON'S PRICES. 

For the information of growers, the following prices are published 
in full. New' season's prices for tree fruits have been declared as under-

4 Crown 3 Crown 2 crown 
Apricots- per lb. per lb. 

10 tons 1/6 1/5 
100 .boxes 1/6! . . 1/5~ .. 

", 1 box . . 1/7 1/6 

per lb. 
1/4 
1/4~ 
1/5 

Whole Apricots-May be sold at best. 
'Nectarines-

10 tons . . . . 1/3 1/2 
100 boxes . . 1/3~ . . 1/2! 
1 box . . 1/4 1/3 

Whole Nectarines-May be sold at 
Peaches-

10 tons . . . . 1/2 
100 boxe. 1/2! 
1 box . . 1/3 

Pears (28 lb. boxes)-
10 tons . . . . 1/2 
100 boxee . . 1/2~ 
1 box . . 1/3 

Pears (14 lb. boxes)-
10 tons . . . . 1/2~ 
100 boxes . . 1/3 
1 box . . 1/3~ 

Pears (7 lb. boxes)-
10 tons . . 1/3 
100 boxes 1/3! 
1 box . . 1/4 

1/1 
1/H 
1/2 

1/1 
1/H 
1/2 

1/H 
1/2 
1/2~ 

1/2 
1/2! 
1/3 

best. 

1/1 
1/H 
1/2 

1/ 
1/0~ 
1/1 

1/ 
1/0~ 
1/1 

1/0~ 
1/1 
1/H 

1/1 
1/H 
1/2 

1 Crown 
per lb. 
1/ 
1/0! 
1/1 

lld. 
1Hd. 
1/ 

9d. 
9~d ..• 

10d. 

Slabs 
per lb. 
1/1 
1/H 
1/2 

The above prices are for Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, Newcastle 
and producing centres, plus the usual additions to prices for shipment to 
other ports, as per terms and conditions of sale. 

When considering the above prices, the Board of Management had 
the following quantities before them as the estimated pack for Season 
1927-

Apricots . . . . 
Peaches .. 
Nectarines . . . . . . 

122 tons 
87 tons 
21 tons 

Californian Competition 
Following up the letter which was 

sent. by Mr. T. C. Rawlings to the 
"Cal'ifornian Fruit News," San Fran
cisco, copy of which appeared in the 
October issue of the "News," the 
"Padfic Rural Press," California, 
published this letter, and the editor 
has sent out to Mr. Rawlings copies 
of letters received by him from raisin 
growers in Fresno. These are printed 
hereunder,. together with Mr. Raw
ling's reply, which will no doubt prove 
interesting reading to growers in Aus
tralia:-

Rt. "B," B. 632, F1:esno, 
October 22, 1927. 

Editor, Pacific Rural Press, 
San Francisco, Cal. 

Dear Sir,-Your letter in to-day's 
issue from a raisin grower of Aus
tralia was most interesting and en
lightening, but not quite enlightening 
enough. We would like to ·know how 
they do it-how their association is 
run? Our own Association started 
with much high hope, has brought 
raisin prices lower and lower, until, 
at the time of writing, the raisin 
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I Renmark fruitgrowers Co-operated Ltd. i 
~ RENMARK ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ fiiiiiiiiUIIJIIIIIIIIIIlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllliiiHIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIf • 

~ A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers ,of Renmark ~ 
~ for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruit. ~ i _, ............................ ,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,............................................................................. i 
~ d ~ ~ Pai -up Capital, £28,500 Reserves, £5,000 i 
~ ~ 
~ Packers of the well known ~~ARK" Brand i 
~ d ~ ~ ,\lJIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII Drie and Fresh Frttit. 11111111111111111111111 <+ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Timber, Hardware, Produce and General Merchants i 
~ ~ 
t? ~ 
'!) ~ 
~ ~ 
~ GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST t 
~ ~ 
~ . ~ 
iil~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,~~<Ql~(~~(9'~~(~(0'•<G'(+V¢1~~1~$'~.~r~'(~'r<;~V·'~Vo'~'~~~1~("r<)'~ 

No Packing Shed 
is completely equipped without 

GERRARD WIRE MACHINES 
AND SERV'ICE 

§======== Whether you pack Dried or Fresh Fruit §======== the need for security remains the same . 

Maximum Security at Minimum Cost 
§ is only obtainable by the use of GERRARD § 
~ EQUIPMENT. If you don't . know §§ I about it we'll be glad to tell you. ~ 

E. GERRARD WIRE TYING {119-125 Hawke St., West Melbourne. § 

~ MACHINES Co. Pty. Ltd. :~ii~yc~~:::::: .. p~~~b~t~a~e~~~;::y .. i 
s~ ~ 
f.illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllffi 
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grower is lJractically giving away his 
hard•won product, at 3 and 3~ cents. 
a pound. 

. Time· was when we, too, were 95 
per cent. strong, but 'those· were the 
clays when the Association heads were 
not fighting the independent packe1s. 
All worked together, and the grower 
sol\,!· for six and eight cents., which, 
combined with the prices of labour 
at that time, was comparable to ten 
and twelve now. There were no kicks 
then· the grower was · prosperous. 
The1;e were no mortgages. Viueyarcls 
were valuable assets, and everyone 
was happy, including the independent 
packers, buga-boo of the present As
sociation. 

Live and let live was a most satis
fying motto, and as the gentleman 
from Australia says, we had no com
petition worth speaking of; then the 
era of peace was declared at an end 
by our Association heads, and the war 
was on. Who suffers? Who pays the 
bill? We all know. Look at the price 
of raisins for the last four years, 
ctllminating in the ridiculous pittance 
of to-day. All to make extinct and 
of the clinosaurus class a set of men 
who will be sitting on top of the world 
when we have all cashed in our vine
yards for unpaid interest or delin
·quent taxes. vV e certainly need 
assistance in solving our problem, or 
we will be in· the. • extinct class our
selves before many moons. 

It may inte1'est you to ·know that 
r· have been a readei·.;of the "Rur';tl 
Press" since a. small girl, and that 1s 
some few years ago.-Yours in the 

interest of the grower, 
(Signed) Elizabeth F. Bronge.' 

Madera, Calif., 
No,tember 3,'1927 . 

Editor, "Pacific Rural Press." 
Dear Sir,-A recent issue of your 

publication carried a le~ter fr~m 
Thomas C. Rawlings, Actm.g Chmr
man, Australian Dried Frmts As~o
ciation. This letter has cre~ted qmte 
a lot of comment. I heard 1t fo1· the 
first time a week ago, read by. Mr. 
Ralph P. Merritt, at an Adviso~y 
Council meeting of raisin growers m 
Fresno. Last night I read .it to the 
Easton Farm Centre, of which .I am 
president, and the~'e was much discus
sion and unusual mterest shown. 

There is more information the 
~rowers ·would like, and I have 
pledged myself to get all I can. . 

Their price of £49 (Enghsh 
money) per ton is for what type of 
raisin? If sulphur -bleached, the 
differential wouldn't be nearly so 
great. . 

How do they control the mcreased 
plantings of vines that w0uld natur
ally result from such a high price? 

What sort of a law have they that 
holds the growers together and 
makes it possible for growers to 
have a monopoly? 

These are the questions the 
growers he~·e cannot answe1> and 
we would hke to get them 1f pos
sible. We are hoping your paper 
will do this for us, as it may help 
materially in solving our problem~ 

Government · assistarice for co
operatives is. g~ining· c?n~i~erable 
impetus at tlns time, and It IS barely 

The Best of all Good Reasons for" using 

SULPHATE of AMMONIA 
(the cheapest nitrogenous fertiliser) 

is that IT PAYS 

Order NOlV from your packing shed 

~ ... ---~---~--- .... .._ _____________ _, ... _________ ~----..... -- .. --
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possible that Australia will show us 
how. 

Thanking you, I beg to remain 
Very truly yours ' 

( Sgd.) Cecil L. Co~ts, 
Pres. Eaton Center 

Madera Co. Farm Bur~~u. 

Ripon, Cal. 

Mr. John 
Editor. 

. October 24th, 1927. 
Pickett, 

Dear Sir,-
Referring to the letter from Aus

tralia re raisins he has said a lot. 
The recent deal on prunes is an 

. example of the useless competition. 
If all would work in harmony, prices 
could be much higher and the same 
volume moved. 

Almonds are a good example. A 
go.ocl a~sociation that tries to get a 
fmr pnce for the grower and the 
packer c.utting the price 'at every 
opportumty. And the "dumb" 
grower not willing to come in out of 
the rain. The independent goes out, 
offers the grower the association's 
opemng pric·e, Jess 1J or 5 cents per 
lJ;>., and tells !11m that is the assoc' a
bon overhead, and he will be out 
that much. The grower bites and 
Mr. P:acker h~'s 80 dollars to' 100 
dollars a ton margin to C'Ut prices on. 

The grape deal seems to be work
i~g quite well, and perhaps some deal 
like that, where all interested are in, 
would help. 

The competition among ourselves 
on the various special California pro
ducts is undoubtedly a lot of our 
trouble. Mr. Packer and his broker 

SIL 

s 

can see ol!-lY one way to move goods,. 
and that Is a cut price. Yet price· 
changes from year to year. One· 
year they wH be 25 per cent. or more 
highel' than the next, with about the 
same volume moved, so it is not the· 
consumer. 

Th? ?Verh~ad of money of the· 
associatiOns IS too high. Salaries. 
are too high for a young industry. A 
m.anager. of a struggling co-operative 
Will receive as much .as the President 
of the Steel Trust or of one of the 
largest banks. · It cannot be done 
and succeed. 

May some way be worked out to . 
give the grower as much as his hired 
man received. The printers used to 
be. in the same fix. The help was 
paid, and the boss went home with 
about as much for his week's work 
as the fo~·eman l'eceived for one day,. 

but showmg the costs, and a little 
e~ucation has changed it, and people 
still •buy the same amount of printed 
matter. If a good many. more 
growers could be educated to keep 
costs they would soon see why they 
made no ).noney, and would refuse to. 
sell for less than cost. 

Yours truly, 
H. M. Little. 

Herndon, Fresno Co., Cal. 
October 31. 1927. 

Editor, Pacific Rural Press. 
Dear Sir-

I hav~ just read Mr. Rawling's: 
letter from Australia, appearing in, 
your October 22ncl issl(e. 

CH 
THE BEST IN THE WORLD 

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL STOREKEEPERS '. 
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That is a ve1>y arresting ques
tion, and provocative of thoug·ht. I 
d· n't think the answer Is hard to 
find, however. We have no" hue! 
Government intervention in our 
behalf in the way the Australian has 
had, to secure co-operation and 
monopoly, and for certain reasons, 
clue to certam encumbrances, I don't 
thinlc that we c~m get it. I undel'
stand that Austrana has a law, 
se'cured in 1922, whiCh provides, in 
effect, that when two-thirds of the 
growers of a given industry jom 111 

a co-operative, they can compel co
operation of the other third. This 
gives them, at one stroke, the means 
to success-at least, for some t,me 
to come-a means which we are 
acquiring only at the expense of 
much sacrifice, and by a different 
route. 

My impression is that the Ans
tralian raisin industry is of more 
r, cent growth than ours. That in 
a way it began under more 
favourable auspices. That the Aus
tralian Government at the time was 
interested in settling up new terri
tory, and providing for some of its 
returned soldiers in the industry. 
That, in general, its attention was 
on the matter. Also its develop
ment came at r. time when co-opera
tion for the farmer was very much 
in the air, and appearing as a 
demonstrated principle. 

But, most important of all, the 
industry was not already so thor
oughly encumbered by a mere anti
quated system, the ag·ents of which 
were on hand, well ent're'nchea, and 

I 

disposed to regard this new enter
prise as a dangerous interloper, and 
deal with it accordingly. I refer to 
the commercial packer, and this is 
why I don't think that we can 
approach our goal by the Australian 
route. Any attempt to do so would 
sound an alarm to every packer, and, 
after all, these gentlemen are pretty 
well fortified, and have, in the aggre
gate. a good deal of political infiu-
ence. I J 

(To be continued next issue). 
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t ~ 
~ . ! LIQUORS I 
~ of the ~ t ~ t HIGHEST GRADE ~ 
~ ~ 
~ 'lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllt @>. 
~ ~ t ORA WFORD'S WHISKY ~· 
t( HENNESSY'S BRANDY ~ 

i Heidsieck's Dry Monopole ~ 
~ CHAMPAGNE ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SEAGER'S DRY GIN ~ 
t BENEDICTINE (Liqueur) ~ 
~ "DRUMMER" ~ 
~ GUINNESS' STOUT @. 
~ ~ 
~ lliiiiJIIIIIIIIIIIllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllj ~ 
~ ~ 
~ cA t ~ t( gens: ~ 

i GOLLIN & CO. i 
~ @. 
~ PTY. LTD. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~---------------·---~--------------------~-----~ • 
Packing Companies 

write for your season's quotations 

CARBONATE OF POTASH 96/98% 
PURE FRENCH OLIVE OIL 

CAUSTIC SODA 98% (Greenbanks) 
CAUSTIC POTASH 

Indent or Spot Prices -----

HARDIE TRADING Pty. Ltd. 581 LilisL~gbkN~s ST. 
Box 4502 G.P.O. Telegrams: "HARDIE" MELBOURNE, Phone: Cent. 8638 (6 lines) 

:I 
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I Tj)~ ILDURA CO-OPERATIVE i 
~ ~, FRUIT CO. Ltd., Mildura · · ! 

,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJ!IIIIIIIIIIlllll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllhlllllllllllllollllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllf 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000 PAID UP FUNDS £62,000 
I I 1111111111 I 111111! 1111111111111111111111111111111 I lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll! II I I~ 111111111_1111' 111,1' 

PACKERS and SELLERS of DRIED FRUIT 
dd!P'ADL©<C'K !Bl~fo'dNIDrr 

PACKERS of all classes of DRIED FRUITS, also 
IIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIillllllll CITRUS and FRESfl i''RU/T·uulflllllllllllllllllllll 

ANNUAL PACK 8,000 to 12,000 TONS 

Packing Sheds : MILDURA, IRYMPLE, MERBEIN, BIRDWOOD 
and CURLW AA. 

Sales Offices: MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, BRISBANE, LONDON 
The Cotnpany has a complete OL'ganisatiou for handlittg Fruit Direct frotn the 
Gt·owet to the Buyer", and being a Company capitalised entirely by Growets, ita 
~-~- Objects and Interests are entirely the GL'owel's Intel'ests. 

5 - a 
i"r!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllii§ 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 
IRYMPLE and MERBEIN 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 
At Growers' Service in all Branches of Orchard' R~cqt)it·ements 

Registered Land Agents 
UUiffllllllfiJIUitlllflllltiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiUIIIIBIIII 

Fire, Life and Accident 
INSURANCE AGENTS 

Agents for "Premi~r" Box .Framing and Lidding Machines and 
Gardner Waern Elevating Trucks. Qyotations ~n Application. 

E. J. ROBERTS P. MALLOCH, 
' Governing Dir~ctor. · · Manag~r and Secretary. 
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