
·" The Official OLC\"an of the Australian Dried Fruits Association. 

Vol. I. No. 3. November 15, 1925 

Biscuits, akes, Plu Puddings 
Try Swallow & Ariell's "UNEEDA" Biscuits-They're Delightful 

The Standard of Quality 
For More Than 60 Years 

SOLD BY ALL GROCERS 



2 The Australian Dried Fruits News. Nov. 15, 1925. 

~---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1 
! : ! IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. j 
: lrymple and Merbein : : : 
~ ~ 
I ~ 

I Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits ! 
~ ~ : At growers service in all branches of Orchard Requirements. : 
: ~ : : 
i Registered Land Agents j 
: ~ ! Fire, Life and Accident : 
! INSURANCE AGENTS I 
: ,: 
: Agents for "Premier" Box Framing and Lidding Machines and : 
: Gardner Waern Elevating Trucks. Quotations on Application : 
~ I 
~ I 
: E. J, ROBERTS P. MALLOCH : 
: s .. l Governing Director. Manager and ecretary I 
i ~ 
!q••---•-••••-•-••-••••••••-•-••••••••=••••••-••••6•••••-------~~-=-n••==-·--------~ 

THE MEN WHO CONTROL THE DRIED FRUITS 
INDUSTRY IN AUSTRALIA: 

COMMONWEALTH DRIED FRUITS 
CONTROL BOARD. 

Commercial Representatives: 
A. F. Bell, E. S. Whitehead. 

Government Nominee: 
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The Editor's Viewpoint. 
The Association will Continue to Function. 

THAT the Australian Dried Fruits' 
Association is to continue to 
function is not surprising to 

those growers who have a thorough 
knowledge of its remarkable history. 

Built by men of high ideals, and 
standing broad based upon the prin
ciples of equity between growers, it 
has withstood the attacks of those 
who have striven incessantly in the 
past five years to find in it a weakness 
that would justify its destruction. 

With a quiet dignity, born of the 
knowledge of a job well done, the 
founders of this unique association 
have remained unmoved before a verit
able cataclysm of calumny and mis
representation. 

A flood of ridicule and derision has 
been poured out upon the constitution 
and the rules and regulations by those 
who had little or no experience to 
guide them ii1 their, usually, super
ficial attempt to grasp its significance 
and wisdom. 

These rules and regulations form the 
quintessence of the accumulated ex
perience of over twenty years in the 
management and control of an in
dustry in its every department. 

There are few men who could be 
expected· to understand them thor
oughly without a very thorough know
ledge of the principles of business and 
trading, and on top of which they 
would need an insight into the parti
cular and peculiar requirements of 
the . dried fruits' industry in all its 
departments of growing, gTading, 
packing, distribution and marketing. 

Many growers, with the avowed in
tention of' tearing out the vitals of the 
Association with the object of getting 
at the heart of things have, like the 
small boy who took his phonograph to 
pieces to get at the band, delved in 
the workings of the association only 
to be confounded by its clever con
struction and marvel at its smooth, 
efficient, and economical working. 

Verily there have been many who 
came to criticise, but remained, if not 
to praise it, at any rate to admire a 

genuine co-operative structure, the 
like of which is not to be found 
amongst primary producers in Aus
tralia to-day. 

Amongst many younger growers 
lately there has been a feeling that, 
since the various State Boards have 
come into being, the need for the as
sociation was no longer vital. 

Nothing could be wider of the mark. 
As Mr. Howie recently stated, the 

need for intelligent and staunch co
operation by growers in selling their 
Australian quota was never greater. 

A just and fair price for dried 
fruits on the Commonwealth market 
can be obtained only by concerted or 
collective selling by growers through 
their association. 

The prices that growers will receive 
by organised selling were published in 
the November issue, and a perusal of 
these will prove to all growers that it 
is simply dropping the bone for the 
shadow, for growers to imagine they 
can get better prices "outside." 

Speculators and dried fruit dealers 
are not benevolent societies, as many 
South Australian growers have re
cently found to their cost. They are 
out to make money out of the grower, 
and they rarely fail in this quite legi
timate object. As business men, they 
are in a much better position to know 
where they stand than the growei· is. 

Growers are few and far between 
who can successfully sell their Aus
tralian quota "outryide" at better 
prices than the association rates. 

It must be patent to those growers 
that the more an outside grower 
boasts of his success, the nearer he is 
bringing his own and everyone else's 
ruin. 

Therefore it is doubly foolish for 
gl'owers to sell outside; first: because 
the sacrifice is unnecessary, as the 
A.D.F.A. price is fair, and leaves a 
margin on cost of production; and, 
second: because there is the ever pre
sent risk that the speculators by spe
cious promises will obtain just suffi-
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ci~nt fruit to spoil the market for 
everyone, and the few will go down 
with the many. 

It would be foolish to expect grow
ers to co-operate if it didn't pay-the 
only way to secure a good price on the 
Australian market is by organised 
selling and the association offers 
growers the safest, soundest and sur
est method of getting the highest pos
sible price for the greatest possible 
number. 

* * * 
And that, boiled down, is all that 

co-operation, means! 

* * 
Growers, the A.D.F.A. stands for 

that sort of worth-while co-operation, 
by marketing your fruit through this 
dried fruit growers' organisation you 
will be doing your part towards stabil
ising the Australian market, and keep
ing the price of dried fruits at a 
figure that will pay growers and en
able them to retain their self-respect 
as citizens of the Commonwealth. 

A Note of Warning to South Aus
tralian Growera who sell "outside.". 

The records of the 1925 pack show 
that in Victoria 90 per cent. of the 
Dried Fruit crop in that State was 
packed in sheds affiliated with the 
A.D.F.A. 

In South Australia 50 per cent. of 
the Currants, 35 per cent. of the Sul
tanas, and 35 per cent. of the Lexia,s, 
were packed in sheds outside the 
Association. 

The position is so acute in South 
Australia that .it seems quite pro
bable that the absolute carelessness of 
South Australian growers as to 
whether they sell under organised or 
disorganised marketing·, may end in 
a complete breakdown of all organised 
marketing. If that happens the 
growers who are so ready to ridicule 
organised marketing will quickly re
cognise what they owe to the growers 
who have stuck to organised market
ing. 

It may be that for some personal 
reason a grower feels that he cannot 
associate himself with the A.D.F.A. 

It is as well perhaps to remember, 

that the A.D.F.A. is purely an asso
ciation of growers trying to obtain 
the best possible price for the growers 
product, and under the Legislative 
control, the growers who sell through 
the A.D.F.A. will get the best possible 
price, because the A.D.F.A. is the only 
body that fixes the price. 

Outside growers may not like the 
A.D.F.A. and its methods of selling. 
Those inside are always trying to 
improve the position, but the "out
siders," by selling through any old 
channels at cut prices, are simply pre
venting organised marketing improv
ing the position. 

Take Currants, to illustrate clearly 
what can happen. The A.D.F.A. or 
associated growers fix a price for 2 
crown Currants which returns to the 
grower about £40/-/- per ton packed 
weight. 

The grower who sells through the 
Association sells 35 per cent. of his 
fruit at this price, the balance he ships 
overseas and sells in the United King
dom at say £30/-/-, which leaves 
roughly £10/-/- to the grower. This 
affords an average price of £20/10/
per ton, but with 50 per cent. of the 
gTowers in South Australia selling 
outside the Association, it may become 
impossible to maintain organised mar
keting, and if that happens and. the 
Association can no longer maintain a 
price, then the price will drop right 
bade to overseas parity and growers 
will receive £10/-/- per ton for their 
fruit. 

Remember,-every grower in the 
State can sell only the same propor
tion of his crop in the Commonwealth 
market, therefore any grower who wil
fully breaks the Association price is 
putting up a financial grudge against 
himself as well as doing his best to 
ruin an industry. 

The Association would like to see 
every grower a member, but if 
growers feel such a grudge against 
their fellow growers that they can
not possibly associate themselves with 
the A.D.F.A., then get together and 
organise as "outsiders," and enter into 
some selling convention with the 
A.D.F.A., but do not callously set out 
to wreck yourselves and an industry. 
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Federal Council Meets. 
Important Resolutions Carried. 

The annual meeting of the Austra
lian Dried Fruits' Association was 
held in the Board Room of the Com
mercial Travellers' Club, Melbourne, 
from Wednesday, October 28th to 
Saturday, 31st idem. ' 

The following delegates were pre
sent:-Messrs. H. S. Corbould, H. H. 
G~odman, A. L. Johnstone, G. E. Kit
chm-Kerr, N. K. Morris, D. Radclyffe, 
T. C. Rawlings, E. J. Roberts, H. R. 
Sloan, M. Young, A. R. Lawrence 
(Victoria), Messrs. R. C. C. Frankel, 
H. D. Howie, J. B. Murdoch, F. 
McGlasson, E. E. Seary, J. Victorsen 
(South Australia). 

Agents' Representatives.-Messrs. 
C. A. L. Morant (Messrs. Gibbs 
Brig~t & Co.), J. Dickson (Messrs: 
Harnsons, Ramsay Pty. Ltd.), N. R. 
Jones (Messrs. E. De Garis & Co. Pty. 
Ltd.). 

Government Representative.-Mr. J. 
M. Ward (Victoria Department of 
Agriculture) . 

General Secretary.-Mr. W. N. 
Sumner. 

Mr. T. C. Rawlings was elected 
Chairman of Council. 

Defections from the A.D.F.A.-A 
very long discussion took place on this 
item, when nearly all members of the 
Council spoke. The general opinion 
expressed was that growers were in
?uced to part with their fruit by be
mg promised cash, but it was found 
that, in general practice, these cash 
offers did not give growers the bene
fits that were expected, and that 
ger:erally. speaking, by parting with 
their frmt for what they considered 
a cash offer, they were making less 
per ton than was being obtained by 
A.D.F.A. gTowers. Delegates were 
unanimously of opinion that, if some 
scheme could be found whereby those 
growers who consider they must have 
cash for their fruit, can be put on the 
same or better footing than the "out
side" buyers offer, a very great num
ber of our difficulties in respect to 

"outsid~" fruit would disappear. It 
was pomted out that the State Boards 
haye been asked to fix minimum 
prices, but the delegates were not 
hopeful that the necessary legislation 
would be forthcoming to enable the 
Bpards to do this, and that it was ad
VISable for the A.D.F.A. to go ahead 
and endeavor to bring about satisfac
tory conditions for orderly marketing 
for the 1926 season. Some delegates 
complained that the merchants had 
not been pushing Association fruit as 
they should, but it was also stated 
that the merchants had been ver;y 
heavily handicapped by the fact that 
"out.siders" had been selling fruit to 
retailers at from ?!d. to 2d. per lb. 
lower than Association prices and 
that the merchants were not ~t all 
satisfied with the volume of business 
they were doing, and were asking 
tha~ the Association should give them 
frmt at competitive prices, as the 
merchants feel that they cannot re
gah: .their trade unless t'hey are in a 
positiOn to compete. It was also 
stated that the Rural Credits Banks 
which were to be established by th~ 
State Governments, should enable 
growers to get finance to tide them 
over difficulties, and that this should 
be the means of helping to stabilise 
the position. It was asked whether 
the Rural Credits Department of the 
qommonwealth Bank would be of as
sistance to growers, but it was point
ed out that, as the fruit against which 
advances were made had to be con
trolled by the Bank, it was not ex
pected the Rural Credits Department 
of the Commonwealth Bank would be 
of much assistance to g'l'owers. 

Dis.tribution of Dried Fruits.-This 
questwn had been placed on the 
Agenda by the Victorian State Con
ference, for the reason that it has 
been felt in Mildura that some of the 
defections from A.D.F.A. have been 
caused by the Terms and Conditions 
o~ trading, as set up by the Associa
tion. We have not the same deli-
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cate position to-day that we had be
fore legislation made it imperative for 
every grower in Victoria and South 
Australia to take his fair proportion 
of export, but, with the very large 
proportion of outside fruit about, the 
position is still acute. Since coming 
to Melbourne it has been put to us 
that perhaps we at Mildura have not 
considered the full value of the dis
tributing power of the merchants, who 
have been distributing for us. This 
led a line of thought that every one 
of us has sold and delivered a certain 
quantity of fruit right from the har
vest time, when the menace of outside 
low-priced fruit was at its height, and 
certainly, one has to allow that there 
is something in the contention that, 
despite low-priced fruit, we were able 
to sell our high-priced fruit in com
petition. Another point is that we 
will all sell our Commonwealth 
quota, except perhaps in Currants, 
and it certainly looks as if we shall 
deliver it well before the end of the 
year, therefore our distributing chan
nels have been able to sell our fruit, 
and at the price and terms set up by 
the Association. The figures set out 
show definitely that, with all the out
side trouble, our system of distl·ibu
tion still deals with:-

50 per cent. of the Currants. 
82 per cent. of the Sultanas. 
85 per cent. of the Lexias. 

and therefore it makes one very cau
tious indeed about taking, or even 
proposing, any reactionary changes 
which may upset our system of dis
tribution. 

The question of marketing in the 
Commonwealth was given very seri
ous consideration. The Council was 
most anxious to find some method by 
which a short cut could be f0und from 
the grower to the consumer, but, after 
exhaustive discussion, they were con
vinced that it would not be good policy 
to cut away from the wholesale dis
tributors. The point was stressed 
that we had to deal with the facts 
as they existed, and, although mer
chants were insistent on having com
petitive prices, it was thought best to 
try and make arrangements with the 
merchants whereby selling conditions 
would be improved by our being able 

The Finest Strain 
of 

Broadleaf 

HUNTER RIVER 

L E 
In Australia 

"Pilca Butta" StYain 

This seed was selected by the 
N.S.W. Government as the sample 
sent to London for the British 
Empire Exhibition, for exhibition 
of Australian products. 

This strain ag·ain secured First 
Prize at the Sydney Royal Agri
cultural Show, 1925, this being· 
the 13econd year in succession. 

"Pilca-Butta" Luce1•ne 
Hay always brings the highest 

p1•ices on the Sydney lVIa1•ket. 

'Ne have again secure(! the 
whole crop of this fine strain, 
and customers can therefore be 
assured of getting the genuine 
Broad-leaved Hunter River_ 
Lucerne ]Jassed by the Govern
ment here as being free from 
Dodder and other weeds. 

This Seed is specially Re
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to sell to a larger number of whole
sale houses, and for this reason the 
council resolved- that a Committee 
should be appointed to interview mer
chants, to do all in their power to 
have selling conditions improved. 

The following resolution was passed 
-"That this Council authorises the 
Board of Management to take such 
steps as they think necessary to stabi
lise the industry, and, if the Board 
deem it necessary, to apply some por
tion of the Association funds for the 
purpose." 

The Council interviewed represen
tatives of the Merchants' Associations 
of New South Wales and Victoria, 
and fully discussed the present me
thods of distribution, with a view to 
effecting improvements. Several sug
gestions were put forward, and it was 
left to the Board of Management to 
make final arrangements for next 
season. 

The Council considered the Export 
Advances Act should be amended, to 
enable the grower to get the ad-;'ance 
at an earlier date. 

The Council strongly recommended 
that further efforts be made to secure 
New Zealand Preference. 

Resolutions were passed:-
"That the Mildura District Council 

and the Renmark branch of the 
A.D.F.A. be asked to form committees 
to investigate the grub question; also, 
the question of pruning, drying and 
processing of Gordos, and develop
ment of trade, and problem of treat
ment and packing of Muscatels and 
table Raisins; to make recommenda
tions to the Board of Management for 
1926 season." 

"That the Institute of Science and 
Industry be asked to make invertiga
tion on the general storage of dried 
fruits in steamers, with relation to 
position in ships and cargo with which 
it is stowed, and obtain reports on 
outturn, with the object of ascertain
ing the effect on the fruit as regards 
grubs, sweating and sugaring." 

"That the Federal Council of the 
A.D.F.A. very much appreciate the 
efforts Mr. Clapp, Chairman Victorian 
Railways Commissioners, and his 
officers, have made to help the Dried 
Fruits Industry, and sincerely hope to 
have their continued co-operation ip 
the future." " 
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"That the Board of Management ar
range that the adjustment of over and 
under export be finalised at 31st De
cember each year, by valuing unsold 
stocks in Australia or abroad, so as 
to allow growers' accounts to be 
finalised before the new season's fruit 
is available. Same to apply to 1925 
fruit." 

"That the Federal Council of the 
A.D.F.A. take this opportunity of re
cording their appreciation of the work 
done by their late President, Mr. W. 
B. Chaffey, C.M.G., and Mr. F. L. 
McDougall, in the cause of Imperial 
Preference, and wish to congratulate 
them on the attainment of the sub
stantial measure of preference that is 
now operating in Great Britain in 
favour of Australia." 

"That the members of the Federal 
Council of the A.D.F.A. wish to re
cord their appreciation of the work 
done by Mr. Caro on their behalf in 
London, and wish to congratulate him 
upon his appointment by the Export 
Control Board." 

"That members of the Federal Coun
cil of the A.D.F.A. wish to congratu
late the Export Control Board upon 
the success attendant on their efforts 
to attain for growers the full bene
fits of the preference granted by the 
British Govemment to Australian 
Dried Fruits." 

Mr. Langdon, who had just return
ed from London, stated that he was 
very glad to have an opportunity of 
giving growers a review of the posi
tion as it existed in England to-day 
under the new conditions, and thought 
growers should be glad that a new 
phase in the dealing and handling of 
Australian dried fruits had taken 
place this season. Certainly there 
are some small difficulties that will 
have to be overcome, but these should 
easily be put right, and things should 
work quite smoothly in the future. 
The Control Board and the appraise
ment system of the fruit in London 
have taken a very great responsibility 
off the agents, and very great credit 
is due to Mr. Caro that the appraise
ment system has worked so well. 

There have been too many agents and 
too many people to handle the fruit. 
When the question of duty came on 
at the 1st of July, a few of the largest 
people in the dried fruits business in 
London got together, and many meet
ings were held by agents to decide 
what was best to be done, when it 
was decided that we would stick out 
for the full amount of the duty that 
had been removed by preference. Mr. 
Langdon felt sure that Mr. Caro and 
Mr. Farran],ept them well advised of 
the position. They had to realise that 
July is a green fruit month, and that 
they would have to hold the position 
until about the middle of August, 
when they would get the full benefit 
of the preference. He felt that 
growers would agree with him that 
control and the appraisement system 
of handling the fruit had been the 
means of securing very good prices 
for Sultanas. Unfortunately, Cur
rants were very sick, but the Greeks 
were not selling their fruit, and it 
simply meant that there really was 
very little market for Currants. 
Everyone connected with the dried 
fruit industry in London had received 
very able and keen support from Mr. 
McDougall, who is closely in touch 
with all matters, and, with Mr. Far
ran and Mr. Caro, they were a power 
of strength in the London market. 

Mr. Meeks stated that he welcomed 
the opportunity of meeting growers, 
which reminded him of his attendance 
at conferences in the past. When Mr. 
Caro went to London, he was in a 
very awkward position, as his duties 
had not been clearly defined, but he 
had been accepted as one of them, and 
had handled the positiqn with great 
tact and ability, as, owing to the poor 
quality of Sultanas in 1924, it was an 
extremely difficult matter to control 
prices. Now that the appraisement 
system had been brought into opera
tion, and the better quality of our 
Sultanas, things were working very 
much better this year. He was of 
opinion that the number of firms hand
ling our fruits should be reduced. No 
doubt they had all heard a lot about 
the London Dried Fruits' Association. 
One of the main objectives of the Aus
tralian section in London was to in
crease the numbei• of ports to which 
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fruit can be shipped, and he believed 
that the London Dried Fruits' Asso
ciation were prepared to take a more 
liberal view on the question of out
ports. vVonderful work, as far as 
Wembley was concerned, had been 
done, and he was convinced that Aus
tralian fruit had received a magnifi
cent advertisement from Wembley. 

Uniform Legislation. - Resolved: 
"That, in order to meet the objection 
raised by New South Wales to pass
ing uniform dried fruits legislation, 
the Federal Council of the A.D.F.A. 
recommends to the Ministers of 
Agriculture for Victoria and South 
Australia that they be prepared to 
legislate for Apricots as well as the 
vine fruits already prescribed." 

Resolved (subsequent to an address 
by Mr. Harold Clapp )-"That the 
Secretary of the A.D.F.A. be instruct
ed to write· the Secretaries of Railway 
Departments, Departments of Agri
culture, and Education in New South 
Wales, South Australia and Western 
Australia, urging them to collaborate 
on schemes for Dried Fruit Publicity 
similar to those successfully carried 
out by Victorian Departments, and 
that this Council pledge its efforts to 
follow up such action until all States 
are working together." 

The following nominations for the 
Board of Management were received: 
-Messrs. Rawlings, Howie, Murdoch, 
Winterbottom and Roberts. As five 
members were required for the Board 
of Management, and, as no further 
nominations were received, the Chair
man declared Messrs. Rawlings, 
Howie, Murdoch, Winterbottom and 
Roberts duly elected. 

Considerable discussion took place 
on a letter received from the Trades 
Hall Council of Mildura with refer
ence to the employment of alien labor 
and the leasing of blocks to aliens. 
The matter was referred to the Mil
dura District Col,lncil, as the A.D.F.A. 
disclaimed all responsibility in the 
matter. 

Bounty on Currants and Lexias.
Resolved: "That the Board of Man
agement be instructed to make the 

necessary representations in connec
tion with the bounty on export quota 
for Currants and Lexias." 

A hearty vote of thanks was passed 
to the Commercial Travellers' Asso
ciation for the use of their Board 
Room, and Mr. Davies, Secretary for 
the C.T.A., thanked delegates for the 
expression of appreciation for the 
arrangements made on their behalf. 
The C.T.A. desired to keep in close 
touch with the trade and commerce 
of the Commonwealth, and will do 
everything possible to promote the 
interests of producers. 

Australian Sales to 30/10/25. · 
Currants . . . . 1,598 tons. 
Sultanas . . . . . . 3,517 tons. 
Lexias 985 tons. 

South Australia has 95 packing 
sheds, and 52 dealers in dried fruit. 
Such a condition of things will wreck 
any industry. If growers will organ
ise and scrap 75 p:wldng sheds, and 
40 dealers, the result will be a better 
return to growers. 

.,----------------------------------------~1 

! LIQUORS j 
! .. of the . . ! 
• • ! HIGHEST GRADE ! 
' . i i ! CRAWFORD'S WHISKY ! 
• • ! HENNESSY'S BRANDY ! 
• • i Heidsieck's DrY MOnopole ! 
! CHAMPAGNE ! 
• • i SEAGER'S DRY GIN i 
• • ' . : BENIDICTINE (Liqueur) : 
: : 
! G;~~~¥~;w~~~~T ~ 
• • • • • • ! Agents: ! 
l GOLLIN & CO. PTY. LTD. l 
' . 
~-------------------------------~ 
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A BRONZE MEDALLION FOR OUR WEMBLEY EXHIBIT. 

(Obverse). (Reverse). 

This medal has been awarded to the Associated Growers in commemora
tion of the Wembley British Empire Exhibition. This medallion, together 
with a Diploma, which is to follow, have been presented to this Association 

for its display of Dried Fruits in the Australian Pavilion. 

The MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT Co. Ltd. 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000 PAID UP FUNDS £62,000 

PACKERS and SELLERS of DRIED FRUIT 
"PADLOCK BRAND" 

PACKERS of all classes of DRIED FRUITS 
also CITRUS and FRESH FRUIT 

ANNUAL PACK 8,000 to 12,000 TONS 
Packing Sheds: MILDURA, IRYMPLE, MERBEIN, BIRDWOOD 

and CURLWAA 
Sales Offices: MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, BRISBANE, LONDON 

The Company has a complete organisation for handling 
fruit direct from the grower to the buyer and being a 
Company capitalised entirely by growers its objects and 

!= 
interests are' entirely the growers interests. 

Nov. 15, 1925. The· Australian Dried Fruits News. 

Our London News Letter. 
(From Australian Dried Fruits Association Headquarters, Australia House, 

The Strand, London) 

OUR LONDON NEWS LETTER. 

The market for Sultanas is getting 
stronger every day, and, thanks to the 
general average of high quality in our 
Australian Sultanas this season, our 
growers will reap the benefit of good 
sales at remunerative prices. 

If only the general quality of our 
Currants and Lexias were up to the 
standard of our Sultanas, there is not 
the slightest doubt but that our sales 
and returns for these varieties would 
be vastly different to what they are 
at present. 

Pa1·cels of Currants and Lexias 
showing any signs of quality are hav
ing a ready sale in spite of the de
pressed market, and our mail every 
day proves that we have captured the 
co-operation and imagination of the 
British grocery trade. We get many 
letters containing suggestions, and 
often criticism, which all go to prove 
the above statement. Probably the 
greatest compliment which can be paid 
to the work put into the marketing of 
Australian dried fruits in Britain 
these past two seasons, comes from 
the opposition camp. Persistent 
rumours are being circulated and 
freely discussed that the Mediter
ranean shippers are endeavouring to 
form a marketing and advertising or
ganisation to recover the markets 
captured by Australian dried fruits 
here. However, if we have a favour
able drying season next year, and .we 
are about due for one, they will find 

The huge organisation of the Co
operative Wholesale Society is stead
ily but surely coming into line with 
us. There are over 1,000 societies in 
Great Britain, each with branches 
ranging from four to 100 or more 
shops, and every day we are receiv
ing· applications for window display 
material, and offers to display our 
goods in the branches of the various 
societies. In yesterday's mail we re
ceived enquiries from six different co
operative societies, and they still keep 
rolling in from all sections of the 
trade. 

Messrs. Cooper and Company, one 
of the leading retailers in Glasgow, 
have just completed a weeks' special 
window display and demonstration in 
their head store, with very satisfac
tory results. The following letter 
received to-day from our representa
tive in Glasgow will speak for itself: 

"You will be pleased to learn 
that the display and demonstration 
of your fruits at Cooper and Co.'s 
here was successful beyond all anti
cipation, and they actually sold over 
the counter the contents of. about 
200 boxes between Sultanas, Cur
rants and Lexias.. The expense 
has been well worth while from the 
growers' point of view. 

"Not only are these splendid re
sults, but it is impossible to esti
mate the good that will have ac
crued in bringing this Australian 
produce before the Glasgow public. 

it a very tough proposition. "I shall be interested to learn, as 

ffiffi~ffi~ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi~ffiffiffiffi~~ffiffiillillillffi~ill~ill~illffiffiffiffiffiffi~ffi~~illillffiill 

~ EAGLE STAR and BRITISH DOMINIONS INSURANCE COMPANY Ltd. ~ 
w Head Office for Australia :- 360 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE ffi 
~ FARMERS and ORCHARDISTS. We are prepared to issue a special Accident and Sickness Policy, ffi 
w which will secure for them a weekly compensation of £3 per week, if unable to continue their work ffi 
g, through accident or certain specified illnesses. In addition a lump sum of £500 in event of death ffi 
~ by accident for the moderate anuual premium of £4/2/10. Premium may be paid puarterly, yearly ~ 
w or half-yearly, 
ill NO MEDICAL EXAMINATION REQUIRED- 10% DISCOUNT FOR TOTAL ABSTAINERS ill 
~ ALL CLASSES OF FIRE, ACCIDENT AND MARINE INSURANCES TRANSACTED ill 
ill RAIN INSURANCE FOR OUTDOOR FUNCTIONS ill 
~ AGENTS WANTED IN ALL DISTRICTS LIBERAL COMMISSIONS ALLOWED ~ 
~ ASSETS NEARLY .€20,000,000 ill 
ill ill 
ffiillill~mmillillffiillillffiffiillillm~illffiffiill~ffiillffiillffiill~~~rnillillffiillillill~ill~m~m~mffi 
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soon as possible, what you are able 
to fix up with regard to .cartons. If 
we were in a position to distribute 
them through the wholesalers, they 
would undoubtedly also oo;erve as a 
valuable advertising adjunct." 

Lexel Specialties. 
·with further reference to these 

lines, it is extremely unfortunate that 
we did not get these specialties earlier 
in the Exhibition, so that we could 
have got the full advertising value 
f1•om sales of these lines at Wemblev. 
You can well realise that it is a big 
handicap to get these goods properly 
advertised in the few remaining weeks 
that are left. 

MR. CLAPP ATTENDS ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE. 

Urges Necessity for Co-operation. 

A~ :address was given by Mr. 
Harold Clapp, the Chairman of the 
Victorian Railways . Commissioners, 
to the delegates to the A.D.F.A. Fe
deral Council annual conference. 

Mr. Clapp has given such splendid 
assistance· to the dried fruit growers 
of Australia that ·his remarks will be 
read 'with g1;eat inte'rest; · 

As might be expected, they' provide 
much food for quiet thought, a neces
sary preliminary· · to action along 
sound co-operative lines. 

Mr. Clapp s~id that it afforded him 
great pleasure to attend conference. 
He· wished to impress upon growers 
the necessity for intelligent co-opera
tion as a group of producers. There 
were 5 000 or 6,000 growers engaged 
in the dried fruit industry throughout 
Australia, and all had not yet real
ised the benefits that can be derived 
by thorough co-operation. There was 
not only the question of marketing
there was the question of quality, 
which was the finest possible adver
tisement when catering for world's 
markets. Australian dried fruits 
had recently been granted preference 
in England and Canada, and, if we 
did not get togeth~r here a11;d. produ~e 
quality, and contmue pubhctty, this 

preference would not be worth the 
paper it was written on. Canada 
would not be worth anything to the 
dried fruits industry of this country, 
unless we went after the business in 
an aggressive manner. Quality, 
quantity, right price, and right kind 
of package, were what that market 
required. Growers had to be Aus
tralian, not parochial. The big ques
tion was Australian. Now, we had to 
put our house in order; we must not 
only put it in order, but keep it in 
order, and we all knew that the more 
the house was used, the more it had 
to be kept in order. The railways 
had proved that the policy of supply
ing fruit in small packages to the 
public was right. They had a little 
trouble from grubs in packages, but 
would use every effort with the ob
ject of eliminating this trouble, and, 
as growers, he would like them to 
bring under his notice any complaints 
they come across. The railways 
wanted the co-operation of growers. 
He assured growers that Mr. Cat
tanach, of the State Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission, and Dr. Cameron, 
of the Department of Agriculture, 
were giving the railways the greatest 
assistance, in . their endeavours to 
assist our primary indust1·ies. They 
were big patriotic Australians, and 
were co-operatiljg', to the fullest ex-, 
tent. , 

Mr. Clapp told delegates what \Vas 
being done in Victoria by the Better 
Farming Train. He suggested that 
the representatives from the other 
States should, in a proper manner, 
approach their Agricultural Depart
ments and their railways, and tell 
them that they had come to them to 
get together with the object of bring
ing th:eir products before the ·con
sumers. He wanted ,to see the pri
mary producers succeed, s·o that the 
railways would succeed, and the State 
succeed. This was a selfish interest, 
and yet it was a fully mutual interest. 
When the railways started selling 
canned fruits to the public, the re
tailers were up in arms and stated 
that prices were being cut. He was 
able to prove to them that the price 
he was selling at was the average 
price being charged by retailers, and 
a few months afterwards the same 
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retailers admitted that the efforts put 
forward by the railways had enabled 
them to sell more canned fruits than 
they had ever done before. The 
railways were doing everything pos
sible to help the citrus growers, and 
this year their market had been a 
good one. Mr. Clapp stated that the 
schools of the State and the railway 
platforms were the best advertising 
means in Victoria. His Department 
had sent out over 177,000 pamphlets, 
costing £1,051, and about 1,600 post
ers, costing £1,050. 

Raisin Bread was another line that 
the railways had taken a great inter
est in. They had built their own 
bakery, and were disposing of 20,000 
loaves a month. These were hygieni
cally wrapped. When the railways 
commenced making Raisin Bread 
there were only three bakers in Vic
toria making it, and only one of these 
turning out real Raisin Bread. Now 
there were about 115 bakers dis
tributing Raisin Bread. The rail
ways formula required 7 lbs. of 
Raisins to 14 lbs. of flour. Their 
consumption of fruit was about 5,000 
lbs. of Raisins and 1,000 lbs. of Sul
tanas weekly. They had about 40 
refreshment rooms. They were now 
turning out Banbury cakes, fruit pies, 
etc., and these new lines would enlarge 
the outlet for dried fruits. 

No Acts of Parliament could have 
forced the Victorian Railways, the 
State Rivers and Water Supply Com
mission, the Department of Agricul
ture, the Baby Health Centres, and 
others, to co-operate in the manner 
they have done for the good of the 
various industries. You must have 
the personal touch, and the will to do 
the job. 

The great thing· in any Australian 
industry is that when those engaged 
in it, approach the elected representa
tives of the people on any matter re
quiring attention, they should speak 
as a united body, and when they corr,e 
before the people of Australia and be
fore the world as dried fruit producers 
and salesmen, they must speak with 
one voice and act with complete unity, 
always observing the hig]:lest stan
dard, and if they do not do this they 
will fail and Australia with them. 

SEASONAL NOTES:
CINCTURING THE CURRANT. 

(By C. G. Savage, Deputy Horticul
tural Instructor, South Australia.) 

Cincturing. 
This important operation is carried 

out on the Currant vines during No
vember, when the plants are in bloom, 
or just after the flowering stage. 
There appears to be some little doubt 
as to whether the early or late cine
turing is the more advisable, definite 
work is now being carried out in that 
regard. Speaking generally, most 
growers prefer to wait until half to 
two-thirds of the caps have fallen 
from the flowers before commencing 
cincturing. 

Prior to cincturing, the stems of 
the vines should be cleaned of rough 
bark where the operation is to be per
formed, this preparatory work will 
save a considerable amount of time 
when cincturing is being carried out, 
and will save the edges of the knives. 

Various methods of cincturing have 
been recommended from time to time, 
but they have practically been re
duced to two, viz., the single incision, 
and the double cut, with the removal 
of the strip of barlc 

The single incision is used on 
young vines bearing their first crop, 
and upon very old vines; the double 
cut, with the strip of bark removed, 
being used on vigorous vines, and is 
the one in general use. The strip of 
bark is removed by making two cuts 
around the stem of the vine about 
1-12th to §th inch apart, then with
drawing' the bark between the two 
cuts. The strip is also removed in 
one cut by the aid of a U shaped 
bladed knife, or a double-bladed knife, 
the end of the knife in either case 
having the U or the two blades set 
so that the strip of bark of the re
quired width is removed as the knife 
is running around the stem of the 
vine. 

The reason for this operation is not 
always clearly understood, and it may 
not be out of place here to briefly de
scribe it. 

The Currants are attached to the 
main bunch stem by minute stalks or 



~ , , ' I 

16 The Australian Drie.d Fruits News. N 15 1925 ov. ' . 

pedicels, the point of attachment of Sultanas. 
the berr" to the pedicel appears in-secure. The cincture temporarily 121 boxes at 65 I- per cwt. 
checks the return of the elaborated 20 boxes at 6616 per cwt . 
. sap from the leaves, which are the 441 boxes at 67 I- per cwt. 
food factories, to the roots. This 29 boxes at 6716 per cwt. 
holding up of the elaborated sap en- 212 boxes at 681- per cwt. 
ables the small berries to become 450 boxes at 691- per cwt. 
firmly attached to the pedicels, thus 624 boxes at 701- per cwt. 
insuring a good setting of fruit. 57 boxes at 711- per cwt. 

To assist the vine in repairing the 10 boxes at 721- per cwt. 
damaged tissue, it is advisable to 147 boxes at 73/- per cwt. 
cover the cincture. This is not done 45 boxes at 751- per cwt. 
by many gTowers, but those who do 'l'otal.-2,156 boxes (54 tons), at an 
follow it, find it an advantageous average price of £6811916 per ton. 
pra~tice. · ~hin strips. of calico, steep- Currants. 
ed m graftmg wax IS found admir-
.able for the purpose. Cinctures so 22 boxes at 251- per cwt. 
treated \ave been found to be com- 207 boxes at 261- per cwt. 
pletely callused over in six weeks 119 boxes at 27 I- per cwt. 

Grafting wax may be made by b~il- 1317 boxes at 281- per cwt. 
ing togdher H parts of tallow, 2 lOSE' ;Joxes at 2816 per cwt. 
parts of l:ieeswax and 4 parts of pow- 1312 boxes at 291- per cwt. 
dered resin. As this mixture is 235 boxes at 301- per cwt. 
highly inflammable, it is not advisable 286 boxes at 311- per cwt. 
to heat it over an open fire, as the 100 boxes at 321- per cwt. 
ilames may ignite the mixture. A 580 boxes at 331- per cwt. 
piece of galvanised iron placed over Total.-5,264 boxes (131 tons), at 
the fire and the mixture heated in a an average price of £29121- per ton. 
pot on the iron will prove satisfac- Lexias. 
tory. 

Strips of calico are torn in conveni- 1549 boxes at 281- per cwt. 
ent widths and wound round the ends 302 boxes at 2816 per cwt. 
Qf lengths: of bamboo, in which open- 1145 boxes at 291- per cwt. 
ings have been cut at short intervals. 567 boxes at 301- per cwt. 
The calico is now held into the boiling 497 boxes at 321- per cwt. 
wax, the openings in the bamboo 366 boxes at 331- per cwt. 
allows the molten wax to soak through 40(1 boxes at 341- per cwt. 
the centre of the roll of calico. When 233 boxes at 351- per cwt. 
the wax has soaked through the roll, 81J boxes at 361- per cwt. 
it is removed from the pot and al- 101 boxes at 401- per cwt. 
lowed to drain, it may then be stored 10 boxes at 421- per cwt. 
away for future use. When using the waxed cloths, strips of ; inch in 'l'otal.-5,250 boxes (131 tons), at 
width are t<?rn off the roll and placed an average price of £30171- per ton. 
around the cincture, the . heat of the Inclusive of the foregoing the total 
hand being sufficient to warm the wax sales recorded with the London 
so that it will stick to the stem. To Agency of the Board since the open-
prevent the waxed cloth sticking to ing of the 1925 season are as fol-
the hands it is advisable to rub a little lows:-
soft soap or oil on the palms. Sultanas,-434,835 boxes, equivalent 

Sales in London. to 10,871. tons, at an average price of 
In a cable to the Chairman of the £

68161- per ton. 
Commol1Wealth Dried Fruits Control Currauts,-120,701 boxes, equivalent 
Board (Mr. W. C. F. Thomas), the to 3,017 tons, at an average price of 
London Agency stated that the fol- £35151- per ton. 
lowing sales of dried fruits have been Lexia.s,-70,326 boxes, equivalent to 
reported during the period from the 1,758 tons, at an average price of 
30th October to 5th Novembe~, 1925. £3711/- per ton. 
~~~~-~~------~-----------
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ISCUitS, akes, Plum Puddings 
Try Swallow & Ariell's "UNEEDA" Biscuits-They're Delightful 

The Standard of Quality 
For More Than 60 Years 

SOLD BY ALL GROCERS 


