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Australian Dried Fruits Association 
Federal Council Meeting 

The Australian Dried Fruits' Asso
ciation Fourth Annual Meeting of 
Federal Council, held at the Commer
cial Travellers' Club Board-room, Mel
bourne, 20th to 23rd October, 1926. 

List of Delegates Present. 
Victoria.-Messrs. H. S. Corbould, 

D. A. Cockroft, A. L. Johnstone, G. E. 
Kitchin-Kerr, G. H. Badger, Capt. 
Halhed, T. C. Rawlings, E. J. Roberts, 
H. R. Sloan, M. Young, A. R. Law
rence. 

South Australia.-Messrs. R. C. F. 
Frankel, H. D. Howie, J. B. Murdoch, 
A. P. Wishart, A. Philpot, J. Victor
sen. 

New South Wales.-Messrs. R. 
Heron, H. F. Midgley. 

Agents' representatives and Y.l. N. 
Sumner, General Secretary. 

Mr. T. C. Rawlings was elected 
Chairman of the Council. 

_ , Mr. Rawlings said that before com
mencing the original business of the 
meeting, he desired to mention that 
since last Federal Council meeting· we 
had lost a very old friend of Milclura 
and Renmark tit- the late Mr. W. B. 
Chaffey, C.M.G. Mr. Chaffey ancl.his 
brother were the pioneers of irriga
tion in Australia, and also the pion
eers of the Australian Dried Fruits 
industry. For many years Mr. Chaf
fey was the President of the Austra
lian Dried Fruits' Association, and 
during the time that he was at the 
head of the Association, his wisdom, 
business ability and foresight were 
invaluable to the Dried Fruits indus

·try. The Chairnian doubted if any 
one man would ever again exercise 
the same influence in any association. 

· The Chairman also mentioned that 
since our last meeting, Mr. D. F. 
Brazel had passed away. For many 
years Mr. Brazel was a representa
tive of agents, and always took a keen 
interest in Association matters. 

Mr. Rawlings also referred to the 
tragic death of Mr. G. W. Lewis, of 
Nyah, who was one of the Associa
tion packers. 

As a tribute to their memory, a 
period of silence was observed, the 
whole of the delegates stimding h1 an 
attitude of reverence. 

-The Secretary's 1;epoi·t ·\Vas unani
mously adopted, and a copy of same 

is available for inspection at your 
packing shed or branch. 

Canada, Commissioner for. 
It was felt that Canada would pro

vide a good outlet for our fruit, es
pecially Currants, which, on the basis 
of a £14 preference, meant a large 
sum to the growers. 

The Board of Management thought 
that it would be better to have a good 
business man, as a direct Dried Fruit 
Representative, working solely in our 
interests in Canada, rather than a 
Commissioner, and felt inclined to re
commend to the Council the appoint
ment of such a representative. 

The matter was fully discussed, and 
finally it was resolved-"That this 
Council of Dried Fruit Growers ask 
the Commonwealth Export Control 
Board to consider the immediate ap
pointment of a representative for Can
ada, with the object of·expediting the 
development of the Canadian Market 
for Australian Dried Fruits." 

New Zealand. 
Disappointment was expressed that 

the Reciprocal Treaty for Dried 
Fruits was not in operation, and the 
following motion was carried:-

"That this Federal Council of 
Dried Fruit Growers of Australia 
urge the Connnonwealth Govern
ment to expedite the completion of 
the long proposed Preference Treaty 
with New Zealand." 

Visit from Minister of Markets, Mr. 
T. Paterson, and Mr. A. F. Bell, Act
ing Chairman, Commonwealth Dried 

Fruits Control Board. , 
Mr. Howie introduced Mr. T. Pater

son, Minister for Markets in the Fe
deral Government, and also intro
duced Mr. A. F. Bell, Acting Chair
man of the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits' Control Board. 

Mr. Paterson said that he had not 
had time to prepare anything in the 
nature of an address, but he was glad 
to have this opportunity of meeting 
delegates representing the Dried F~·uit 
Growers of Australia. 

The Ministel' said that the Federal 
Government fully recognised the good 
work clone by the A.D.F.A.in the past, 
but in view of the large number of 
growers, mainly returned soldiers, put 
into the industry under repatriation, 
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it was found necessary to establish 
the Commonwealth Dried Fruit Con
trol Board to take charge of fruit ex
ported, also two States had formed 
Boards, the main object of which was 
to see that all growers got a fair 
share of the more lucrative home 
market, and also exported their fair 
quota. 

The Minister pointed out that in 
the last quarter of a century the pack 
had increased from 2,000 tons to some
thing like 37,000 tons, apart from a 
very considerable tonnage of Cur
rants and Lexias that were sold to 
winemakers and distillers, and point
ed out that dried fruit growers were 
very interested as to the continuance 
or otherwise of the Wine Bounty Act. 

The Minister said that the Com
monwealth Export Control Board had 
been successful in securing a con
siderable reduction in marine insur
ance and steamer freights, represent
ing a direct saving of at least £40,000 
per annum. The Board had also been 
able to secure better prices on the 
London market. Had it not been for 
the control exercised, he was certain 
the market would have broken badly; 
therefore, he was of opinion that the 
Export Control Board had been of 
great service to dried fruit growers. 

On the question of preference in 
the British market, the Minister said 
growers wert! apt to consider the pre
ference was too small, but last year 
the preference had amounted to 
£132,000. The British Government 
realised they should help to the full
est extent, and it was proposing 
legislation which provides that Em
pire products, when displayed in re
tail quantities, will have a label put 
on them, showing whether they are 
home products, Empire products, or 
the production of foreign countries, 
also the British Government had de
cided to make available the sum of 
one million pounds yearly for the pur
pose of educating the British public 
to the desirability of buying food pro
duced within. the Empire .. 

The Minister said growers of dried 
fruit should ·be gl·atified that the 
Canadian preference of £14 per ton 
was now definitely operating, 

The Minister assured delegates that 
the Federal Government were most 

anxious to help the dried fruits in
dustry in every way, and in regard to 
research had made available £250,000 
for the purpose of establishing the 
Council of Science and Industrial Re
search, and this body was one that 
was already doing valuable investiga
tion work. 

. The Migration and Development 
Commission has also been charged by 
the Commonwealth Government to 
make the dried fruits industry one of 
its first subjects of enquiry. 

Mr. A. F. Bell also addressed 
growers, and gave them a resume of 
the operations of the Board during the 
past eighteen months. 

Criticism of the Board's policy was 
freely indulged in by sectional inter
ests, but seldom did this criticism take 
into account the interests of the in
dustry as a whole. The opinion has 
been expressed that to deal with the 
dull market occasioned by the Coal 
Strike in Great Britain the Board 
should have attempted to force real
isation by lowering prices. Mr. Bell 
pointed out that as less fruit was 
going into actual consumption, unless 
the reduction in value was a drastic 
one, sufficient to induce speculation, 
there would be no appreciable in
crease in sales. 

The problem of the various mar
kets was touched upon in detail, and 
appreciation of the clear exposition 
of the Board's work was expressed by 
representatives of various dried fruit 
interests. 

44 Hour Week. 
In introducing the item on the 

Agenda respecting the 44 hour week, 
Mr. Howie stated he did not consider 
this item called for. discussion, in view 
of the danger to the industry if a 44 
hour working week were brought 
about. He felt, therefore, that all 
delegates realised that this would be 
a very serious blow if brought about, 
and as Mr. Winterbottom would be 
giving evidence before the Arbitra
tion Court during the morning, it was 
resolved-"That this meeting of the 
Federal Council of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association, consisting 
of delegates from all parts of Austra
lia, view with alarm the proposal to 
introduce a 44 hour working week as 
the industry is forced to compete \~·ith 
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. countries where WOl'k is carried 
~~1hf~·om daylight to dark, hat a V<;J\Y 

h lower wage standard t an exis s muc . , 
in Australia. · . h d d 

C of this resolutwn was an e 
to ~·~ Winterbottom, and t£ ~ta~~~ 
'-that he would bring same eh ore arne 
'rbitration Court, and at t tel. s of 

r'- d l . tes an ou me 
t.ime h~ gave he ~gta ded to submit to 
the evidence e m en 

VJ~i(~~~·~~ Chairman,. Victorian Dried 
· Fruits Board. 

· lVlr 'Howie introduced !"lr. ~· M. ~.al
four 'chairman of the VIctordia~1 Dr;e~ 
F ·uits' Control Board, to e ega e.' 
a~d stated that for the last ~wo year~ 
M. Balfour had been Chairman ol 1

· d had done a great dea 
the Board, an f the problems 
to help .to sol~e son~e o felt, therefore, 
of the mdustry. b 1 d to hear 
that delegates woul.d e g a M. B 1-
fi.rst hand informatwn from r. a 

four. 1 · e·d for· the Mr Balfour, wl}.o ap() ogis . 
' · f the Minister for Agncul

absence. o . the two yeats that 
ture, said that m t d 'th the dried 
he had been connec e hid not been 
fruits industry, ther.e t a but he had 
ag'l'eement on all pom s, . th 

0 1' d that ail were wQrkmg f.or e 
1 ea IS~ t f the grow. ers m the best mteres s o 

industry. . t d the fact that the 
He appreciateh A D FA Council 

1 legates to e · · · · . 11 ~eere · thoroug·hly conversant with ad 
aspects of the industry, and we comd 
their co-operation in the bcom~hnt erh~ 
bU:t they had to remem er a 
Control Board represented all growers, 
· th A D F A and out. 111 

The A. D. F. A in Victoria ha~-
e · · · · d · d frmt dl d 94 per cent. of the rie 

r~duced in Victoria, and was res:pon
Pibl for the passing of the legisla
~ione providing for· the Government 
Control Board. B ·d in 
. The operations of . the . oar s 

South Australia and VIct~rla had heed 
ci>nducted with succeshs m 1t9h25t, ~he 

h d . son to ope a 
he a rea h 1926 season Boards' report on t e h t 
would show an improvement on t a f 
of the previous year. The d:or~.ffi 
the Boards was, how';':e~·, ma e I -
cult by interested cntlClsm. 'bl 

He hoped that it would be possl ke 
for the agents concerned. to. rna e 

ments to growers earher m the 
pay nd that ways and means season, a · th 
would be found of reducmg e mar-

gin of price as between grower and 
CQllSU111el', 

The "Victorian Control Board ~x
pected to open a. Publ~city Cat~a~~~ 
· Sydney and m Bnsbane o.r f 111 

. f bigger quantity o consumpt~on ° 0a f the difficulties 
dried frmts. ne k o the lack of 
of the Board's wor . was d t the 
legislation in othe,r .States, an A aricul
Conference of Mnnsters of g 29th 
ture, to be held in ~elb~Ul~h~ o~atter 
October, a~. aspecd s 0 Grower dele
would be Islu~~ A should be alive 

t~a\he tsit~~~ion. that .wo~d pb:o~~~~I~~ 
by the big increase m e 
of dried fruits in the next few JeaH~ 
and more markets m~st bl/oun. . the 
knew there were difficu Ies 111 1 

b t these diffiGulties were on y 
~~~;.~ t~ be overcome. ~n conclud
.. Mr Balfour paid a tnbute, to the 
mg,k f. the grower representatives on 
wor 

0 
B d Messr·s J he State Control oar - • . 

tM'l E T Henderson, and A. S. I ne . · · t ent Lochhead, whose term of appom m 
expired on Decemb~r 31s(tC. h . . an of 

Mr T. C. Rawhngs anm . 
. 'I) nd Mr H D. Howle 

the <?ounci A' DaF A Board) thanked 
(Chairman. · · · · ' d 
M . Balfour for his addr:ess, a!} e~-, 
pl~·ssed appreciation of his services o 
the Dried Fruits industry. 

Outside Activities. h 
The Council fully debated t de 

. f tside sellers an 
operatwn ° 0~ • u of the 
dealers and the tlghtemng P f 

' , t' 't' by means o Association s ac IVI Ies t' 
full-time organisers; also the prafco~~ 

bility of several scheme~ put 
~ard to effect this were serwusly con-

sidered. R M Eldridg·e Publicity 
Mr · ' r f Office~· g~ve the Council an ou~ me ~ 
hat ~ork he had been doing m. var.I

w s districts, and had no hesitatwn !n 
ou . that there was a very big 
:~~g back to the Association. d 

1 t . ns were finally passe 
Reso u IO d (1) To con-authorising the Boar -

sider the appointment of an organ~ 
iser or organisers to 'h1teor\ t~F1. 
·rowers (2) That t . 

nNews". be used to fuller advantagd 
r ro ag!lnda. (3) That the ~~~r 

fo fp P 'th agents re the posstbthty 
con er WI fi t ment f uniform minimum rs pay ' 0 ·~ ble to compete with first pay· 
~~n~s made by outsiders. ,(4) That 
an A.D.F.A. roll be constituted by 

I 
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collecting all the names of growers 
who have sent their fruit through 
A.D.F:A. packing sheds, and that an 
orgamser make an effort to add 
names to this list by obtaining signa
tures from those who do not at pre
sent send their fruit to these sheds 
but will undertake to do so, ' 

Uniform Legislation. 
Control legislation in New South 

Wales and Western Australia was 
fully considered. 
~he Federal. Council passed a reso

lutwn expressive of its appreciation 
of the loyalty of the Curlwaa and 
B~ng;myah growers to A.D.F.A. 
prmciples, and their great assistance 
I~ propaganda work in the Murrum
bidgee area, also "That the Board of 
Management be asked to make every 
~ffort to urge the Western Austra
lian and New South Wales Govern-
1"!1-ents to enact legislation on similar 
lines to that obtaining in Victoria and 
South Australia." 

Muscatels and Seedless Lexias 
After receiving the report of ·the 

Special Committee, it was resolved
"That the terms 'Layers' and 'Clus
ters' for Muscatels be discontinued 
and that the term 'Dessert Raisins; 
s~ou!d be substituted for 'Table. Rai
sms, and also that the term 'Seedless 
Lexias' be used in place of Muscats 
and the Seedless Berries from Walt~ 
ham Cross Raisins should be classed 
as 'Seedless Lexias.' " 

Inspectors. 
Af~~r full discussion, the Federal 

Council passed the following resolu
tio~-.''That the A.D.F.A. endeavour 
to mduce the Department of Trade 
and Customs to appoint fruit inspec
tors of greater experience." 

The consensus of opinion seemed to 
favour strict supervision of experien
ced men, who should be advised of 
their appointment much earlier in the 
seas.on, .and such appointment to be to 
a ,distnct other than their own; it 
bemg cont~nded that theywould carry 
greater weight in a strange locality. 

Sulphuring of Dried Fruits. 
A timely .discussion .took place 

ov~r th~ P.erm~tted percentage of sul
phur diOxide m fruit to be allowed 
to' enter the United Kingdom by the 
Port of London author.ities and re
sult~.d in the following res~l.uti6ns'.:_. 

(a) "That the Bureau of Science and 
Industrial Research be asked to issue 
instructions to growers on the 
m~thods !o be adopted in sulphuring 
dned frmts, so as to avoid the pre
~ence of sulphur dioxide in quantities 
m exc~ss of those provided in the· 
regulatiOns to be enforced by the 
Port of London Health Authorities" 
(b) "That the Department of Trade 
and Customs be asked to mark on all 
sulphured dried fruits that are passed 
for export, that same do not contain 
an excess of sulphur dioxide as de
fined by the Port of London Board of 
Health Regulations." 

Distillery Fruit. 
A discussion on an item on the 

ag.enda in respect to uniform prices 
bemg obtained for distillery fruit re
~ulted in the following motion-"'rhat 
It be a recommendation from this 
Council that a Committee be formed 
one .each for Victoria and South Aus~ 
t~al~a, to arr~nge . for the disposal of 
distillery frmt, both Committees to 
confer before finalising contracts.'' 

Report of the Chairman of the 
A.D.F.A. Board of Management. 

Mr. Howie read his report which 
wa~ a~opted by Council. A ~opy of 
which Is also. available for inspection 
at your paclnng shed and branch. 

Head Office Balance Sheet. 
This w:as submitted to Council by 

Mr. ~owie, who dealt with the vari
ou~ I~ems on the balance sheet, and 
said It was pleasing to note that the 
balance sheet they had before them 
should be a matter of congratulation 
to growers, as the Board had been 
abl~ t? conserve the funds of the Asc 
sociatw~ and cal?'Y on propaganda, 
not qmte as VIgorously as s01ue 
would, like, but they have been able 
t? mamtain their position, and he con-' 
sidered the position as disclosed was 
a very healthy one, At a later date 
delegates woul,d. be asked to go into 
the. 'Yhole ~ositiOn, and although h.e 
anticipated It would be nec{)ssary to 
make a ~evy on growers; we want 
~o make It as light as possible, He 
felt. that we could not expect to live 
entu·e~y. on our capital · as we had 
d6he m t~e last two years, as this 
wot1ld be a r~trograde ste!l. · 

------------~-----·-------
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Mr. Howie explained th~t apart 
altogether from the .Boards work, 
there was a lot of clencal work to be 
done by head office in regard to under 
and over export adjustine~t, rise and 
fall in price, etc., and that It ":as v.ery 
difficult for growers to realise JU~t 
how much work was don~ on t~e~r 
behalf in regard to the vanous. activi
ties of the Association. 

Mr Winterbottom said that he 
would like an expression of opinion 
from Delegates as to :whether th~ ~s
sociation should contmue adverhsmg 
in view of the fact that the State 
Boards are levying growers for this 
purpose. In Victoria the State Board 
is collecting 5 I- per ton from the 
growers, and no doubt will continue 
to do so. This should amount to from 
£5 000 to £8,000 per annum, depend
ing on the size of the crop harvested, 
and he suggested that the advertis
ing should be dropped, leaving us ~o 
utilise our funds for propaganda m 
the various fruit districts. 

Mr. Sloan said that. he agreed with 
this view, and considered that adver
tising should be undertaken by the 
State Boards. 

Mr. Frankel agreed that the adver
tising should be dropped and the onus 
of doing so should be on the State 
Boards, and that our funds should 
be spent in propaganda amongst 
growers. 

Mr. Howie said that he welcomed 
the discussion that had taken place 
on this subject, but felt that the 
Council should not lay do\vn a hard 
and fast rule, as in some cases, where 
the State Boards failed, it was neces
sary for the A.D.F.A. to step in and 
do something· in the way of advertis
ing. 

Mr. 'Winterbottom moved-"That in 
view of the levy collected by the State 
Boards for publicity purposes, the 
Board of Management be recommend
ed to limit this expenditure to a mini
mum. 

The Committee, who were appointed 
to consider the balance sheet, congrat
ulated the Board on it, and moved its 
adoption, which was carried. 

Dried Fruits Pty. Ltd. 
Mr. Howie outlined the operations 

of Dried Fruits Proprietary Limited, 
a company in which the Association 
have taken shares, and showed that 

the competition from this company 
had the effect of increasing prices. 
for growers, inasmuch as outside1:s 
were forced to pay more for then· 
fruit. The main part of this com
pany's capital was used in the pur
cha~e of Currants in Western Aus-. 
tralia as after the proposal put to the 
West~rn Australian growers, that 
they should export 50 per cent. of 
their pack and sell 50 per cent. in the 
Commonwealth, being declined, it was 
felt that in order to try and stabilise 
the Currant market it was advisable 
to try and secure as much fruit in 
that State as possible. At one time 
it was estimated that the Currant 
crop in Western Australia would. be 
from 1,000 to 1,200 tons, but owmg 
to rain damage this was considerably 
reduced, and the total quantity pack
ed this year was 992 tons. 

The quality of the Western Austra
lian Currants generally were not U;S 
good as in the Eastern S~ates, and It 
is feared that there will be some 
difficulty in disposing of stocks on 
hand. Moreover, owing to the action 
of the Boards in Victoria and South 
Australia prohibiting the sale of 
Western Australian fruit in th1:1se 
States, this militated against sales, 
and whilst this certainly is an advant
age from the A.D.F.A. point of view, 
it has militated against the success 
of the company's operations, as no 
less than 200 tons of Currants were 
cancelled by Victorian buyers when 
the embargo was put into operation. 
The result of the embargo has been 
to force the bulk of the Western Aus
tralian Currants on to the Sydney and 
Brisbane markets. · 

In the case of Sultanas, some dis
appointment has been expressed that 
Dried Fruits Proprietary Limited did 
not buy a greater tonnag·e, but whilst 
the tonnage secured was compara" 
tively small, he had no hesitation in 
saying that the action of the com
pany in quoting a comparatively good 
price forced outsiders in the end ~o 
i1ay up to £50 per ton, and at this 
fig'ure the competition from outside 
sellers could not be severe. 

Levy. 
It was unanimously resolved that 

the A.D.F.A. must ·continue to 
adively function, and with a view til 
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conserving the Association funds, it 
was agreed that the Board of Man
agement be empowered to strike a 
levy on Association Fruit, up to an 
amount . equal to two-thirds of the 
estimated yearly expenditure; such 
lev¥ not to exceed 2/6 per ton, 6d. of 
WhiCh should be remitted to various 
districts on a tonnage basis. 

Dried Fruits Advances Act. 
A representative Committee waited 

on M~·· . E. J. Mulvany, Secretary to 
the Mmister of Markets, to ascertain at 
what amount the Minister had fixed 
the cost of production in respect to 
the Dried Fruit Advance. 

?'he Minister, Mr. T. Paterson, 
bei_ng away in Tasmania, nothing de
~mte could be ascertained, as to the 
figure, but on the evidence the Com
mittee were able to advance, the mat
ter was expedited to the extent of a 
promise to make an announcement 
within a fortnight. 

Australian Dried Fruits News. 
" T~e Asso?iation's official organ, the 
Dn~d Fruits News," was carefully 

considered, and the Council members 
offered various suggestions for· its 
more effective use. It was agreed 
that every effort should be made to 
get same into as many "outside" 
hands as possible. It was suggested 
that delegates should try and send 
along to J:Iead office interesting local 
news, which would be of interest to 
growers in other districts. 

Electing. Board of Management. 
As provided in the A.D.F.A. rules, 

three of the members of the Board 
retired as the result of ·ballot 
Th~ retiring members, Messrs. 

Rawlmgs, Roberts and Winterbottom 
were unanimously . re-elected by th~ 
Council.. ?'hese three gentlemen, with 
the addition of Messrs. Howie and 
Murdoch, will comprise the Board of 
Management for the ensuing year. 

. Chaffey Memorial Fund. 
Mildura representatives advised the 

C'?uncil that the residents in that dis
tnct ~ad commenced a movement to 
worthily commemorate the memory of 
the late Mr. W. B. Chaffey, C.M.G. 

The delegates unanimously agreed 
to vote the sum of £250 as a contribu
tior~ t?wards the fund, from the As
sqciatwn that Mr. Chaffey so ably 
sponsored and administered for many 
years. The delegates present testi
fied to Mr. Chaffey's unselfish and 
valuable work in the growers' inter-

ests both in South Australia and Vic
toria. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the 
Commercial Travellers' Associati011 
for ,kindly making their Board Room 
avmlable for the Council meeting, 

A full copy of the minutes of the 
Federal Council meeting is being sent 
to your Branch, also all registered 
A.D.F.A. packing sheds, and would be 
open for inspection by all growers. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES TO 
31st OCTOBER, 1926. 

Currants . . 1330 tons 
Sultanas . . 3757 , 
Lexias . . . . 820 

LONDON SALES. 
The Chairman of the Common

wealth Dried Fruits Export Control 
Board (Mr. W. C. F. Thomas) advises 
that the London Agency of the Board 
reports sales of dried fruits recorded 
with the Agency for the week ending· 
28th October as follows:-

332 tons of Sultanas at an average 
price of £66/2/9 per t~n. 

~24 tons of Currants, at an average 
pnce of £39/0/3 per ton. 

?2 tons of Lexias at an average 
pnce of £36/13/5 per ton. 

The realisations for the week cover 
fruit to the value of approximately 
£30,000, the total sales to date being 
9,243 tons. 
. The following statistical informa

tion represents the position to date:
Sultanas-

Shipments to date 
Sales ....... . 

Unplaced 

Currants-
Shipments to date 
Sales .... . . 
To be sold 

Lexias-
Shipments 
Sales .... 

to date 

Unplaced . . .. . . 

10,488 tons 
5,671 

4,817 

7,734 
3,053 

" 
4,681 

589 
519 

" 
70 

" 
Mr. Thomas expresses gratification 

at the maintenance of values and in 
view. of t~e li~ited quantity of 
Smyrna frmt available for this season 
the position in London is distincth: 
encouraging. ' 
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Sulphuring Fruits Prior to Drying 
Ewen Mackinnon, B.A., B.Sc. 

Comicil for Scientific and Industrial Research. 

T HE Ministry of Health of G~·eat 
Britain will shortly put mto 
operation (1.1.27) its new Re

gulations which shall bind the Courts 
in proceedings taken under the Sale 
of Food and Drugs Acts in respect of 
the use of preservatives and colour
ing· matters in food. The limitations 
prescribed for the us~ of sulp~ur 
dioxide as a preservative for dried 
fruits demand an immediate review 
of Australian methods. The amount 
o~·iginally recommended by the Com
mittee appointed in England in 1923 
was a general one of 0.1 per cent., 
equivalent to 7 grains of sulphur 
dioxide· per lb. of dried fruit. This 
has since been modified and an equi
valent of 14 grains of SO, per lb. of 
d~·ied fruit will be allowed in the case 
of Apricots, Apples, Nectarines, 
Peaches, Pears, and .Plums, but not 
more than 5:1: grains of SO, per lb. of 
Raisins and Sultanas; : 

The process of sulphuring is uni
versally practised as a preliminary to 
fruit drying, which may be perform
ed either in the open, or in a dehy
drator. Numerous substitutes for 

.sulphur have been tried; but none has 
been found effective. They are g·en
erally more difficult to apply with 
uniformity, are less effective against 
insect infestation, and· are not ·so 
satisfactory in 1·etarding darkening in 
storage. It is not possible at the 
present time. to displace sulphuring 
as a commercial practice. Definite 
standards as to the time required and 
the quantity of sulphur necessary to 
secure the desired effect have never 
been established in any country . 

The principal effects of sulphuring 
are briefly the following :-It fixes or 
sets the natural colours of fruits, and 
prevents darkening due to oxidation 
during subsequent drying; it renders 
the fruit more readily permeable to 
moisture and thus accelerates the 
drying; it acts as a deterrent to in
sects or as an insecticide and a fun
gicide, preventing fermentation and 
moulding during drying and storage. 
Excessive use of SO" has a bleaching 

action on the fruit. In the presence 
of sufficient moisture, the gas is ab
sorbed in the tissues of the fruit, 
and . somewhat firmly fixed as sul
phites chiefly by the glucose. Al
though the sulphured fruit loses SO, 
when exposed during subsequent dry
ing, a considerable amount of the 
sulphites may be found even af.ter 
some months of exposure. Soakmg 
the fruit for several hours followed 
by boiling for 15 minutes does not 
remove the compounds formed. Long 
soaking removes a g'l'eater amount 
of the soluble nutritive constituents 
of the fruit without greatly increas
ing the amount of sulphur compounds 
extracted. 

Two records supplied by Mr.· G. 
Quinn Horticultural Instructor, De
partm~nt .of Agriculture, So~th Aus
tralia, from S.A. tests, Illustrate 
this. 

(a) Sample containing 14.5 grains 
80 2 per lb. of fruit. Soaked 
overnight with the addition of 
30 per cent. of its weight, of 
dried sugar, and then boiled 

. half hour, on analysis contain~ 
ed the equivalent of 12.9 grains 
of SO;a per lb. 

'{b) Similal· sample, washed three 
times in tap water, soaked 
overnight with the addition qf 
30 per cent. by weight df 
sugar, then cooked for half 
hour at boiling temp. followed 
by hard boiling for quarter 
hour, still contained 7. 7 grains 
SO., per lb. 

If a standard product were aimed at 
it would be necessary to take stock 
of the following factors:-

1. Fruit. Kind, variety, maturity, 
and method of preparation. · 

2. Weight of sulphur oxidised. 
(a) per cubic foot of aii' space 

in sulphur box. 
(b) per pound of fresh fruit in 

sulphur box . 
(c) completeness ·of combus

tion of sulphur. 
3. Time of exposure to sulphur 

dioxide vapour. 
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The MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT Co. Ltd. 
MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000 
PAID UP FUNDS £62,000 

PACKERS and SELLERS of DRIED FRUIT 
'"PADLOCK BRAND" 

PACKERS of all classes of DRIED FRUITS 
also CITRUS and FRESH FRUIT 

ANNUAL PACK 8,000 to 12,000 TONS 
Packing Sheds : MILDURA, IRYMPLE, MERBEIN, BIRDWOOD 

and CURLWAA 
Sales Offices: MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, BRISBANE, LONDON 

The Company has a complete organisation for handling 
fruit direct from the grower to the buyer and being a 
Company capitalised entirely by growers its objects and 

interests are entirely the growers interests. 

·---~-~----·----~----------------------------------------------------------------------~,. 
·IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 

lrymple and Merbein 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 
At growers service in aU branches of Orchard .Requirements. 

i Registered Land Agents 

I. Agen~ '"' "Pcem:.:~~:~F::~~n:~:t::ding Maehin~and 
1 Gardner Waern Elevating Trucks. Quotations on Applica:tion 

!
1
, E. J. R013ERTS P. MALLOCH. 
• Governing Director. Manager an? Secretary . :. .. 
tc:£gg;s.a ..__ _______________ ~---------------~------~~~~---------~~~~ 

I 
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Temperature in sulp~ur box a~d 4
' outside with range m tempe~a

ture throug·hout sulphurmg 
period. · b d , lb 

5. Amount of SO, absor e per . 
of fruit. 

1 
, 

6 Quality of product - C? om' 
, keeping qualities,, mOisture 

content insect resistance. 
'· t f an exact Few expenmen s o d the 

nature , hav~ l_A~~h;l~!orm~he 0 South 
above hnes m t t' f Agricul
Australian Depar men o the most 
ture app.ears. to h~ve bo~1~ Whilst 
progTessive m this w . . ld' . 
am les have been analysed yi~ mg 

s Y than the maximum quantity of 
more 1 bl viz 14 grams per lb.; 
SO;, al owa e, 'd' 'ffi lt t sulphur it should not be I cu 0 

the fruit and not exceed that quan-
. r' a paper kindly furmshed 
~ItyMr. Quinn the following gene~·al 
r:commendations are made (1-~) .-

1 The riper the fruit the hig?er 
. and more rapid the sulphur Im

regnation and. conversely the 
trmer the ~ut surfaces, the !ess 
the danger of over sulphurmg. 

2. Within certain limits, the pro
portion of sulphur absorbed by 
Apricots appears to dep~nd 
largely on the length of time 
they are exposed to th~ SO,; 
rather than on the weight of 
sulphur burned per _lb: of fresh. 
fruit or per cubic foot of 
space, 

1 1 The absorption of SO,. \JY ha vee 3
' Peaches and Nectarmes. ap

pears to be on a more umform 
basis than Apricots, over a 
range of temperature, hours of 

Ask Your-
LOCAL CHEMIST OR STORE 

for 
"SICKLE" Brand 

FORMALIN 
Household Disinfec~ant, Deodorant, 

and J)'unugant. 
KILLS FLIES. 

Literature from Manufacturers
CUiUING SMITH & CO. Pty. Ltd., 

05 William Street, Melbourne. 

1--- ----
1 

The Finest Strain 
of 

Broadleaf 
1-l UNTER RIVER 

L CE E 
In Australia 

''Pilca Butta" Seed 

This seed was selected by the 
N 8 "' Government as the sm;t1pl

1
e 

t . • 'o London for the Bn IS' 
sent l t Exhib'tion for exhibition 
~i11Al:·;tralian ·Jlroducts. 

'l'his Stl•ain again secul'ed AFirJ!t 
s d y Royal grlPrize at the Y 

1
n
9
e25 this being 

cultural Show, • 
1 the second year in success on. 

"Pilca-Butta" Lucernhe. h t 
always brings the lg es 

H~ices on the Sydney Market. 

'Ve have again secured t~le 
whole crop of this fine straibn, 

t .8 can therefore e 
and !'(t ~~,e~etting the genl;lln~ 
assm e d Hunter R1ve1 
Broad - leaved by the Govern
Lucerne vasse b . g free from tnen t here as ein 
Dodder and other weeds. 

'l'his Seed is specially Be
machine Cleaned byt m~~~ 11~~fk 
d te machinery a th S~ores. Recent Tests ~how grow 
of from 9 5 to 100 pet cent. 

PRICES and SAMPLES 

Forwarded on Application 

! LAW, SOl\'lNER 
PTY. LTD .. 

Seed Merchants & Nurserymen, 
Block Place, 

MELBOURNE, Vic. 
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Weathel': Jlo!. l(umit/t?lf pronolfncec('>'-, , 

I lU!tiz threq/emilj'. :.o:_ .• ~_;_·-• ·\4f···.·+.· . 
'?o? ' /'( 

s COPPER f~~: .... -~)j -~ ~~~~'\~<:.: ~ 
FUNGICIDE WANTED ~~~ 

on 8 or 80 Acres of Vires 
'llh. 2/me. yww~,.. 

}1/kt au You :;o~ w d£J about it? 

BETWEEN AND O'CLOCK 

·m11 you easily and ef'lective!y cover 8 acres of vines 
with CLOUDFORM DUSTS or 

Will you mix liquid copper .sfJray and laboriously 
ClfjJ/y il lo 11:2 to 2 acres? 

.Do the job quickly end well with 
CLOUDFORM AZURINE DUSTS 

a;;,olt~d with a .Nla!Jara .Duster Gun or(IOr large areas) 
wilh a Traclion or Engine Powered .Duster. 

%zue f"OU Se/d fU. .. ~ota C<J/r OJ" t/~ 20-.,tare Oootf_ 
ALL ABOUT CLOUDF'ORM DUSTS':? 

Grass, BRIGHT & 0? 27 GRENrELL Sr. ADELAIDE 
Se11d me. f'ree of' cos/. and pos/aJ[e P.filtl 
il copy of your Clcud/Crm Dlisl ~. 

Name ........... - ............... Address ........................ .. 
Crow"'?· ... , .• , •• ,.,, ... ...... , . Qtl., •••• , •• •• ,. At:r,gs •• ............. 

ifihi®IMJ•11!JW+!fki!&ii_~----~ 
'11 -
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exposure and weight of sulphur 
burned. 

4. The complete filling of the cups 
with juice which has been 
exuded from the pulp is a fair 
guide as to the absorption of 
sufficient sulphur to fix the 
colour, though ripeness of fruit 
exercises a strong influence. 

Some actual figures are of inter-
est:- . 

(a) Seven lots of Apricots, consist
ing of four samples of Moorpark, and 
three samples of Royal, were inves
tigated at Berri, S.A. Each charge 
consisted of 312 lbs. of fresh fruit, 
which was sulphured in a box of 73 
cubic feet for a period of six hours. 
The quantity of sulphur oxidised was 
2 lbs. for the Moorpark's, and 2~ lbs. 
for the Royal, representing 192 
g·rains and 240 grains of sulphur res
pectively to each cubic foot of box 
capacity, and 45 grains and 56 grains 
of sulphur respectively per lb. of 
fresh Apricots. Chemical analysis, 
after 16 months' storage, gave an 
average retention of 7 grains soll per 
lb. for the Moorpark's, and 7.8 grains 
SO;:; per lb. for the Royal's. 

(b) A comparative test of "firm 
greenish" Apricots with "ripe" Apri
cots, in which the weights of fresh 
fruit, capacity of box, time of expo
sure, and quantity of sulphur were 
all equal, gave an absorption of 11 
grains of SO:z per lb. of dried fruit 
for the greenish, and 15 grains for 
the ripe fruit. 

(c) The relative absorption in dif
ferent kinds of fruit when tested in 
a similar mamter to the previous, 
gave the following averages:-

Apricots, Moorpark-5 lots, 13 
grains of so2 per lb. 

Peaches-4 popular drying varie
ties, 7.7 grains of SO, per lb. 

Plums, Golden Drop-1 lot, 3.4 
grains of S02 per lb. 

Pears, William-2 lots, 3.8 gTains 
of SO;, per lb. 

(d) Results of tests with Apricots 
in which the temperature in the sul
phur box were recorded were some
what varied, and definite conclusions 
cannot be given. 

Two average records with Royal's, 
g·ood quality, gave the following data: 

.Exposure, 19 hours, from 3 p.m. to 
10 a.m., using 2~ and 2 lbs. of sul
phur per 'of fresh fruit-(a) 
temps. 102 deg. and 104 deg. F. Ab
sorption of soil, 13.2 grains. (b) 
86 deg. and 84 deg. F. absorption of 
SO ;a, 8.9 grains. . . 

(e) Tests with Peaches · (Early 
Crawford) exposed for pei'lops f~·om 
14 to 21 hours, using H to 2~ lbs. of 
sulphur at rates of 146 to 336 grains 
per c. ft. in box, and 26 to 47 grains 
per lb. of fresh fruit, gave absorptions 
of SO,. ranging from 3 to 8 grains 
per lb. of dried fruit. 

(f) Experiments with Nectarines 
(Goldmine and Lippiatt's Prolific) 
using 1 and H lbs. of sulphur for 18 
hours, gave an absorption of 3 grains 
of SO:.; per lb. 

There is a common tendency to 
sulphur too heavily for too long a 
period. R. S. Hiltner, Technologist 
of the Dried Fruit Association of 
California, showed that 2 lbs. of sul
phur per ton of Peaches or Apricots 
are ample if properly burned and 
distributed . 

In the following summaries, data 
are given of commercial practice, 
which has yielded dried fruits of the 
highest quality. 

Apricots.-Ripen on trees. Pick 
"Eating ripe" riper than for canning. 

Sulphur.-Halves unpeeled. Three 
hours using 8 lbs. per ton of green 
fruit. Californian practice sulphur 
4 hours with 7 lbs. sulphur per green 
ton. Length of time of exposure is 
of most importance. Sulphur until 

SILV s 
RICE 

s CH 
THE BEST IN THE WORLD 

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL STOREKEEPERS 

'•) 
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the cups fill with juice. Drying ratio, 
5 to 1. 

N.S.W. practice.~Use 1 lb. sulphur 
to 200 c. feet of space, and sulphur 
for 3 hours. Allow the fruit to re
main in the room for 10 or 12 hours. 
. If dried in dehydrator, sulphur for 
one hour, max. temp. 150 deg. F., 
'using 2 lbs. sulphur per sq. foot on 
trays. : Sulphur for 12 hours with 
halved fruit unpeeled. 
Peaches.~Picked firmer than Apri

cots, should be slightly soft to touch 
over entire surface~uniformly ripe. 

Sulphm~ 4 to 6 hours. Californian 
practice, 2. hours with 7 lbs. sulphur 
per green ton. Clingstones require 
12 hours. In dehydrator sulphur 1 
hour, using 3 lbs. per sq. ft. on trays. 
Max. temp.145 deg'. F. ·Drying ratio, 
5 to 1. Elbei·tas about 6 or 7 to 
1, and Muir's from 4or 5 to 1. (Note 
--:-The drying .ratio is the relation of 
t11e weights of fresh fruit to that of 
dried fruit. Hence 5 to 1 means 
that the weig·ht of dried fruit is one
fifth that of the fresh fruit before 
any peeling, ;pitting, trimming, etc.) 
N.S.W. practice sulphur two hours at 
rnost. Fruit can remain in sulphur 
room longer, th'e doors being openeq 
al1d air allowed to circulate freely. 

Pears,_::_Not allowed to ripen on 
trees. Pick while still too green 
fo1· eating-too firm; allow to ripen 
after picking. Should show in case 
of Bartlett's a pronounced yellow 
colour beneath a background of green. 
Cut when "eating ripe," not cored, 
not peeled. Sprinkle with water be
fore sulphuring. May dip in dilute 
brine, which retards darkening. 

Sulphur 8 to 24 hours-some re
commend 48 to 72 hours. Califor
nian practice 36 hours, using 12 lbs. 
sulphur per green ton. Max. temp., 
145 deg. F. 

Peeled halves are sulphured, and 
dried as for Peaches; same tempera
ture and time. Pears dried in the 
dehydrator are markedly superior to 
sun-dried, for culinary purposes. 

In dehydrator sulphur for 24 hours, 
placing 3 lbs. per sq. foot in trays. 
Max. temp., 145 deg. F. Drying ratio, 
4 to 1. 
Sulphur~should be free from 

arsenic, and stored in d1·y place. 
Moisture reduces efficiency of com
bustion. The admixture of not over 
5 per cent. of powdered sodium or 

potassium nitrate (saltpetre), i.e., 
1 lb. to 20 lbs. of sulphur, ensures 
complete combustion even under ad
verse conditions. 

VICTORIAN DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD-ELECTION 

As the term of office of the three 
grower members of the Board, 
namely, Messrs. J. Milne (Red Cliffs), 
E. T. Henderson (Mildura), and A. S. 
.Lockhead (Mildura) expires on 31st 
December, 1926. 

A notice appears in the Victorian 
Government Gazette of the 3rd No
vember advising that nominations 
from candidates for election to the 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board shall be 
lodged with the Returning Officer (Mr. 
John Gilder, Chief Electoral Officer for 
the State of Victoria) before 12 noon 
on Wednesday, 1st December, 1926. 

The election will take place on Wed
nesday, 15th December, 1926, closing 
at 4 o'Clock in the afternoon, and bal
lot papers should be posted in ample 
time to reach Melbourne before the 
closing of the poll. 

A roll has been sent to all Packing 
Sheds and Growers are advised to see 
that their names are o11 the roll. If 
not, they should immediately com
municate with Mr. John Gilder, Chief 
Electoral Officer for the State of Vic
toria, Melbourne. As soon as pos
sible, after nominations are received, 
ballot papers will be posted direct to 
each grower who has been duly en
rolled. 

MYPOLONGA, S.A. 
Following up the discussion which 

took place at the Federal Council 
meeting, held in Melbourne recently, 
a general . meeting of growers at 
Mypolonga was held on the 26th 
October, when the following resolu
tion was passed:-

"That we, being gTowers of dried 
fruits at Mypolonga, S.A., start an 
individual mem!;>ership list of 
A.D.F.A. members, which list car
ries with it the payment of 1/- for 
subscription to Dried Fruits News, 
and that we take this stand because 
we recognise that the work of the 
A.D.F.A. has been of inestimable 
benefit to the grower, and is there
fore worthy of our support." 
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Not only because there is no smarter hat in 
the world, but because that smartness remain3 
over a long period of service, is the Woodrow 

the first choice of an Empire. 

At all Good Men's Stores 

15· 
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Dried Vine Fruits~Report of the 
Imperial Economic Committee 

The Hon. T. Paterson, Minister for 
Marl{ets and Migration, has had the 

. following "News Bulletin" prepared 
by the Commercial and Industrial 
Section of his Department. 

NEWS BULLETIN---:-23/'26. 

(Continued from October Issue) 

There is no regulation in Greece 
of hours of labor, which, during the 
packing season extend from .daylight 
until dade It is difficult to obtain 
figures of rates of wages, and, owing 
to fluctuations in the dl'achma, to 
compare such figures as are available 
with rates for other countries.. So 
far as the Committee was able to 
ascertain, agricultural wages in 192,4 
were-ploughmen, 2/-.. to 2/6 a day; 
boys and women, 1/- to 1/6 a· day, 
During the harvesting period wages 
increase, both in money and in kind, 
up to 3/- or 4/- a day for men, and 
2/- or 2/6 for women. Men in pack
ing houses in the ports can earn 
10/- a day on piece work, and women 
2/- to 3/-. 

Many of the vineyards in the 
United States are small enough 
to enable the owner and his 
family to do Iolli the· necessary 
work, and, therefore, wages in the or
dinary sense are not paid. Additional 
labor can only. be hired at very high 
rates. 'fhe Committee was. 'informed 
that wages may exceed £1 a day even 
for boys of 15, and are higher than 
those paid in Australia. T.hei·e is no 

State regulation of wages and hours 
of labor in California as there is in 
Australia, and it is understood that 
the working day in California is 
longer than that worked in the Aus
tralian dried fruit industry, · 

In Turkey during the· harvesting 
and drying season (August to Octo
ber), the working· day 1iiay be of any 
length, often from dayiight t~ dar],, 
and wage rates vary with different 
conditions. It is understood that the 
average wage in Turkey during the 
greater part of the year is from 51-
to 7/6 a week for men and from 
3/- to 5/- a week for women. For 
the packing and preparation of the 
fruit for ~hipment, it is customary 
fm; the shippers and packing houses 
to give out the work on contract to 
gangs of workmen, who are generally 
employed from year to year. The 
work is hard, and during September 
and October is carried on continuously 
night and. day, generally in shifts. 
The packing season lasts nearly three 
to four months in . all. During this 
period experienced workmen earn 
much larger remuneration than the 
normal agricultural wage. 

In Spain, during the harvesting 
and drying season, work lasts from 
sunrise to sunset. So far as the Com-. . 
mittee was able to ascertain, agri
cultural wages , are approximately 
from 2/- to 3/- a day for men, and 
from 1/2 to 1/6 a day for boys and 
women. 

(To be 

Packing Companies·----
w1·ite for your seasons quotations 

CARBONATE OF POTASH 96/98% 
OLIVE OIL 

----- Indent or 

CAUSTIC SODA 98;:: (Greenbacks) 
Pure French CAUSTIC POTASH 

Spot Prices -----
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