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Biscuits, ~akes, flum Puddings 
Try Swallow & Ariell's "UNEEDA" Biscuits-They're Delightful 

The Standard of Quality 
For More Than 60 Years 

SOLD BY ALL GROCERS 
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Renmark Fruitgrowers Co ... operated 
LTD. 

RENMARK 
' 

A Company Owne~ and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 
for the Co-operallve Packing and Processing ol Dried Fruit. 

Paid-up Capita~, £25,000 Reserves, £5,000 

Packers of the well known "ARK " Brand 
---·- Dried and Fresh Fruit. 

TIMBER, HARDWA. RE, PRODUCE AND GENERAL MERCHANTS 

Growers financed against coming harvest. 

-···--··-···-··-··-···-···-··-··-···-···~···-·~ 

SPRAYS THAT PAY 
idlliilliiiiii~ldiidliili 

The extensive range of 
"VALLO" Sprays will 
enable you to select 
the Spray that will 
meet adequately all 
your requirements in 
controlling orchard 

Pests. 
aa"''IPPIPP•n•n•n••••p•q 

Ask any user or write us direct, J 

Booklets and Information free t 
on application:-

A. VICTOR LEGGO t 
& co. l 

2 18-222 Queen St. 
MELBOURNE 

- ·-···-··-··-··-···-·-·-···-···--··.1 
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l LIQUORS j 
! • . of the . . I 
1 

HIGH. EST 
1 I GRADE 

CRA WFQRD'S WHISKY 

HENNESSY'S BRANDY 

Heidsieck's Dry Monopole 
CHAMPAGNE 

I SEAGER'S DRY GIN 

! BENIDICTINE (Liqueur) 
t 

: "DRUMMER" 
: GUINNESS' STOUT 

Ill

,,! 
·Agents: 

GOLLIN & CO. PTY. LTD. : : 
·---------------------------------------: 
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Wanted, A United Front 

W
HEN early in ·May a general 

strike took place in Great Bri
tain in support of the coal

miners, the very nature of the dis
turbance was the best guarantee that 
the strike would be of short duration, 
but it was not foreseen that the 
struggle between the coal-miners, on 
the one hand, and the coal-owners on 
the other, would have been prolonged 
over five months, and even then a 
settlement would not have ·been 
reached. 

Every effort has been, and is being, 
made by the Imperial Government to 
reach a national settlement of the dis
turbance, which is so far reaching in 
its effect as to cause widespread un
employment and immense trade de
pression. 

At the moment of writing the hopes 
of a settlement are better than they 
have been at any time since the dis
pute commenced, and it is believed 
that for one reason or another a set
tlement may be expected at any date. 

Under such conditions, how has 
Australian Dried Fruit fared in Great 
Britain? Of what value, if any, has 
been the effect of a measure of con
trol imposed by the Commonwealth . 
Dried Fruits Export Control Act? 
These questions have doubtless exer
cised the minds of growers during the 
past few weeks. 

In regard to the first question the 
result has been to delay the realisation 
of the 1926 export surplus. This 
can occasion no surprise. Unemploy
ment covering millions, and affecting 
many more millions, brings about, of 
necessity, immediate reduction in the 
purchasing power of the community, 
and the economies which result there
from are first evidenced in what 
might be described as luxuries, in
cluding Dried Fruits, Canned Fruits, 
and Butter, which are not essential 
to the maintenance of life. 

Household supplies are used up, but 
not replenished; the grocer reduces 
his stock, and does not order freely; 
the jobber or merchant distributing 
to the grocer immediately feels a les
sened demand, and reduces his stocks, 
which are replenished from time to 
time on a small scale. 

The result is seen in retarded eva
cuation from the dock warehouse, and 
the quantities available between the 
ships' side and the home of the con
sumer are materially lessened; this is 
the log·ical outcome of the position. 

Equally so the hope that with a 
settlement of the coal dispute, a gra
dual resumption of trade, a reduction 
in unemployment, and an increase in 
the spending power of the consumer, 
there will come a replenishment in the 
home, the grocer's shop, and the dis
tributor's warehouse, with a conse
quent increased demand on stocks held 
at ships' side or at dock warehouse. 

It is true that some of the con
sumption has been lost, as the indivi
dual will not consume an increased 
quantity, but it is a more important 
factor that the supplies between the 
dock warehouse and the pantry of the 
consumer are probably at a lower 
point than for many years past, and 
there is every hope for an increased 
demand within the next few weeks. 

The records of shipments and sales 
in Great Britain are best tabulated:
Season 1925-

Shipments to Great Bl'itain 
Sales to 1/10/25 
Remaining· unsold . . . . . . 

Season 1926-

Tons. 
23,258 
12,916 
10,342 

Tons. 
Shipments to Great Bri-

tain to date 18,015 
Sales to 30/9/26 . . 7,048 
Remaining unsold . . 10,967 
In the case of the 1926 harvest, 

there yet remains a very moderate 
quantity to be shipped from the Com
monwealth, but the remaining surplus 
is comparatively small. 

So much for the present trade con
ditions in Great. Britain. 

To the question-"What has been 
the effect of the measure of control 
imposed under the Dried Fruits Ex
port Control Act?" those who are 
most fully acquainted with the condi
tions might well reply by the ques
tion-"What would have happened if 
there had been no control?" 

Let the prices which have been 
realised to elate speak for themselves. 
To the end of September, the follow-

'i I' 
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ing averages had been realised. 
1925- .-

Sultanas per ton. 
Currants £68 3 0 
Lexias 37 13 4 

1926- . . 42 6 0 
Sultanas 70 14 6 Currants 42 14 11 Lexi~s . . . . . , . . . . . . 39 3 4 
It wlll be observed that th . ages ha b e aver-ve een maintained It · 

not proposed to enter into t'h d t ~~ 
that .this year's prices are :ctuealli 

dbett~ei than last year's, inasmuch a; 
u Ies were payable f 't 

to th 30tl J on rm cleared 
£1/13f4 1. une, 1925, amounting to 
£5/16/8 PJ~~· \on on Currants, and 
L . 1 on on Sultanas and 

exias. 
Conditions in Great Britain . 

~he 1st May would have afforde~u~~ 
Ideal at!nosphere for the operation of 
the frmt speculator and it is t b 
regretted that he h~s not been ~ith: 
out encouragement duri'ng· the t 

T presen 
season. he Export Control Board 
have been remarkable for the . 
reti'cen h' h h Wise .. ce w. Ic as attached to their 
:~~I~~tratwn,. but it is understood 

a . e.Y a~·e m possession of some 
astomshmg mformation as to th tt' 
tude of so f th e a I. . m~ 0• e agents operatin · 
m Great Britam during the last f g 
months. ew 

At a time when everything P . t d 
to t.~e representatives of grower~m r~ 
sentmg a united front t · Pt • -
values in Great Britain oth ~amh am 
been · ' ei e ave 
. . many. mstances of agents show-
~~g an enbre lack of appreciation of 
. e mark~t,, and a lack of confidence 
m the positiOn generally and a d . 
to depr· t.h ' esire ess e market in their . 
ness to force sales. eagei-

Time and. time again, buyers have 
not lacked encouragement f. 
;ge.~ts to submit offers for parcel~o~f 
. rm. at rates which were quite un 
JUStifiedd' by the market value of th~ 
commo Ity. A few such sales and 

h
any atbtempt to maintain values ~ould 

ave een futile. · ' 

B:Jfers are quick to sense weakness 
on e part of holders and th I 
sa.feguard during the present fn:t Y 
tnal upheaval has been the ~st 
strength of the control whi h h qme 

;~n!e1a~vJ~~fitigfht ~~st b.~ de=~rib~ed 
e o Pllces m favor of 

spedculators, and to the detriment of 
pro ucers. 

wh'i'::~hout .the. appraisement system 
was msbtuted by the Common 

wealth Control Board and h. h . -
op~rated through 'meir w L~cndoi~ 
~gency, the market would have been 
w~;;~shed at a time when speculators 
fruit as ~~~u~dcuhred such quantities of 

. . ave tended to prevent 
;~~ve~~-acbon when conditions im-

The us.u~l statement is "that so 
muldch.fadl ditJOnal fruit could have been 
so I ower pri h d b ised " s ld ces a een author-

. 0 , and to whom? To the 
consu~er, with his reduced. spending 
]~ower . .To the speculator, alwa s 
Ieady to mvest against such time y 
the market will turn in his f . ? as 

There is little doubt a·s toavthore . an 
swer. N t . II -
f . a m.a y, agents pressed 
rom Australia as t . 1. . 

pressed by th h 0 rea Isatwns, 
· ose w o have not ffi 

~~~~~y ~~atchded :he position to u~der~ 
G. .e . epresswn produced in 

Arueatt B
1
.ntam on a scale unknown in 

s ra Ia wh 't · that th ' en I Is remembered 
ly or illostehu,neml?loyed, either direct-

. en· Wives and de d t 
e;xceed in number the whol~eno a~~:· 
bon. of the Commonwealth ha~e ~ee~ 
anxwus to force realis~tions b t 
c~lmer counsel has prevailed a~d the 
~I ect of the control has been 'to steady 

le .market at a critical t' d 
possibly save to the . Ime, an 
large sum indeed grower a very 

It is understood that the Commo 
wealth Control Board h b n
plied b th . ave een sup
full d t Y,l en· Lon.don Agency with 

h h ai s as to shippers and agents 
w h 0 avffe been ·pressing unduly and 
~ ose e orts h.ave been in the direc
bon of weakemng· lie market 

t
Ubnder such circumstances . it wi'll 

no e surpr' · 'f · ' 
d . · 1. Ismg I m the future SOI11e 

ISCip mary a t' · that th . c JOn Is taken to ensure 
t b e mterests of all growers will 

no e menaced by those h 
to ~stimate the true positi~ oh, unabble 
their act' t ' ave, y 
interests I~~s, llended to jeopardise the a . . 

Trade conditions which h 
cently existed ca'll f . lave re
patient t' ' 01 ca m and 
it I' t acb JOn, not for hysteria and 

. s 0 e regretted that ' . 
umted front might have b whele a 
to ensure that een. expe~ted 
would be brough~o sblumtpb m Pl'l~es 

a ou Y outside 
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buyers in London and elsewhere, that 
there has been evidence of weakness. 

Such evidence suggests that in our 
ranks are those who are not adapted 
to anything but fair weather, and if in 
future the disposal of. Australian fruit 
is entrusted to those who have a bet
ter estimation of trade conditions, 
then a move in the direction of the 
protection of the growers' interests 
generally will have been taken by 
those responsible. 

The industry has suffered in the 
past from the breakdown of organisa
tion in Australia, and it is a matter 
for congratulation that in circum
stances which would have produced a 
trade slump in Great Britain, there 
has been a form of control fairly ad
ministered, and covering the whole 
industry, not merely a section. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF FEDERAL 
COUNCIL. 

The Annual Federal Council Meet
ing of the Australian Dried Fruits As
sociation will be held in Melbourne, 
commencing on Wednesday, 20th 
October. 

The Agenda Paper will contain 
many items of interest to growers, 
and a full report will be given in the 
November issue of the "News." 

BIG BROTHER MOVEMENT. 

No doubt growers in the various 
centres have heard of the Big Bro
ther Movement, which is bringing 
British boys to Australia to be placed 
on the land. 

It is learnt that there are many en
quiries from boys who are anxious! to 
get positions on fruit blocks, and the 
Big Brother Movement, 65 Elizabe,th 
Street, Melbourne, would be glad ·,to 
hear from growers who can find erh
ployment for one of the Little Brd\
thers. 

If you are interested, kindly com-\ 
municate with the Secretary of the 
Big· Brother Movement at the above 
address, as this should provide an op
portunity for growers to secure boys 
of good standing for work on the 
blocks . 

"THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED 
FRUITS INDUSTRY. AN ILLUS
TRATION OF CROP CONTROL BY 

PRODUCERS." 

AMERICAN GROWERS "PER
SUADED." 

( Conlinu<'d from Septembl'r !ssw) 

In 1922 the Association, with a crop 
of ·225,000 tons in sight, had a carry
over of 42,000 tons, making a total of 
267,000 tons to dispose of, or 85,000 
tons more ·than had ever been sold in 
the U.S.A. in a single season. Reor
ganisation was not effected without 
a desperate struggle. Growers who 
remembered the years when absence 
of control meant restricted sales at 
famine prices were not disposed to 
view with a kindly eye the refusal of 
other growers to "sign up." It was 
considered that the organisation must 
embrace approximately 90 per cent of 
the gTowers in order to be safe, and 
when methods of moral persuasion 
failed to secure the desired percent
age, there were a good many cases 
of gun play, vineyards were visited 
at midnight and acres of vines up
rooted and destroyed-methods no 
doubt reprehensible enough, but testi
fying eloquently to the strength of 
the majority's conviction that with
out crop control the industry was 
doomed. The position in fact was 
desperate. An Australian observer 
from one of our irrigation areas, who 
visited California before the reorgani
sation was accomplished, reported that 
Raisins were selling at 4 cents a 
pound (they fell subsequently to 2~ 
cents) and many growers were walk
ing off their holdings and leaving· 
them in the hands of the banks. Re
organisation was eventually complet
ed 1 with a working capital of nine 
million dollars and a membership of 
15,000 growers, under the presidency 
of Ralph P. Merritt . 

The new.company has accomplished 
wonders, and the 1925 pack of 180,000 
tons has been wholly disposed of, at 
an advance of ten dollars a ton on the 
price realised for the 1924 pack of 
170,000 tons. But, as indicated in my 
opening paragraph, the dried pack did 
not by any means represent the whole 
of the Raisin crop, and though it is 

I: 
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said that the efforts of the company 
have resulted in increasing America's 
Raisin consumption by a pound a head 
within a year or two, the American 
Raisin does not hold its own in the 
world's markets with either the 
Smyrna or Australian Sultana and 
the production of Raisin Grape~ has 
now reached such a pitch that legis
lation affecting the home manufac
ture of "juice," now apparently wink
ed at, by closing an outlet for a large 
proportion of the crop might at any 
time produce a crisis such as no or
ganisation could weather. 

The 1925 pack realised approxi
mately £16 a ton to the grower, and 
that of 1924 £14. These are prices at 
which no Australian grower could 
live, and it is difficult to realise how 
American growers live on them. The 
per aereage production is said to be 
somewhat larger than ours, the hold
ings are largei·, commonly running to 
50 or 60 acres, wages are lower and 
hours of labor longer, and the use 
of tractors for field cultivation is gen
eral; but an authoritative statement 
in "The Associated Grower," the or
gan of the Sun Maid Raisins, not long 
ago placed the costs of production at 
from £30 to £42 a ton, according to 
the size of the crop-or not greatly 
below Australian costs. 
Australian Dried Fruits Association. 

You will be objecting that my paper 
was supposed to deal with the Aus
tralian and not with the American 
dried fruits industry. But if I have 
dealt, at what may seem an undue 
length with the conditions of the 
American industry it has been with a 
dual purpose. I have desired to show 
that American experience has demon
strated the absolute necessity of con
trolling the industry in the interests 
of growers, and also, by contrast, to 
illustrate the indebtedness of the 
Raisin grower of this country to the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association
an organisation which you have doubt
less seen many times attacked in the 
press-generally by an anonymous 
correspondent masquerading as a 
"dissatisfied grower"-as the growers' 
greatest enemy, 

It will probably be objected that 
the Australian Raisin grower owes 
the better prices he has obtained in 
his uome market to the fact that there 

is a Commonwealth tariff of 3d. a 
pound on dried fruits as against the 
American duty of two cents. That is 
true, but is also demonstrably and 
equally true that without effective or
ganisation the duty would have been 
useless to the grower, though it would 
probably have affected the price to 
the consumer. The American duty of 
a penny did not prevent the Cali
fornian grower from getting less than 
world parity for his fruit, and neither 
would the Australian duty of 3d. 
prevent the Australian grower, in the 
absence of control, from having to 
take less than world parity, or go out 
of the business. 

The Mildura Raisin Trust, out of 
which the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association developed, was founded 
in 1896 consequent on the glutting of 
the Victorian market ,with Mildura 
Raisins in 1895. The Victorian duty 
on Raisins, like that of the Commonc 
wealth to-day, was then 3d. a pound, 
but best Mildura Raisins were selling 
in Melbourne at Hd. per lb., and 
quantities were fed by the growers 
to their horses and pigs. When it was 
foreseen that the crop would exceed 
the Victorian consumption, an effort 
was made to induce the packers to 
.agree that each would export his pro
portionate Rhare of the pack over and 
above the Victorian consumption 
total. The effort failed, but the next 
year growers were organised under an 
agreement that the excess production 
should be exported and that all grow
ers would share equally in the relative 
resultant loss. The Association was 
a purely voluntary one. resting on an 
honorable ·understanding among the 
growers and depending entirely on 
their loyalty for its successful func
tioning. So it remained through all 
the years of its subsequent existence 
until the passage of the Common
wealth and State Control Acts in 
1924. 

A similar association was subse
quently formed in Renmark, and fol
lowing the federation of the States 
the two bodies amalgamated to form 
the Australian Dried F'ruits Associa
tion, which expanded with the expan
sion of the industry, until it had 
branches in every dried fruit centre 
in ~ustralia-in Victoria, South Aus
tralia, New South Wale~ and Western 
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Australia. During the ~?-Teater J?Or
tion of its existence, It e~ercise~ 
effective control over. appro::omatel) 
90 per cent of the dl'led frmts crop, 
apart from the unirrigated Currant
growing centres, where many of the 

rowers had interests other than 
fhose of dried fruits, and where the 
hold of the Associati?n was . neyer 
very strong. In the M1ldm:a d1str1ct, 
\vhere the bulk of the dried Grape 
Fruits are produced, there h~s bee!~ 
continuous control of approxnnatel) 
95 per cent. of the crop. 

Its Objects. 
From its inceptio_n tJ;e objects pur: 

sued by this orgamsatwn ~ave b~en. 
1. To secure the .Australian market 

for Australian fnut. . 
2. To improve the metho~s of d~y

ing, processing an? pa.ckmg ~~led 
fruits to ensure umfornuty of grad
ing throughout the Commonwealth, to 
promote sales, a~ld t.o re.duce the c~s~s 
of selling and distnbutwn to a mmi-
mum. . . . the 

3. While seekmg ~o P.reserve 
Australian market pnmanly for Aus
tralian fruit, to ensure the A~stra
lian consumer a wholesome. product 
at a price conunensur~te with Aus
tralian costs of productiOn .. 

4 To prevent the glut.tmg of th~ 
Au~tralian market to the grower~ ' 

d ultimately to the consumer s 
~~triment, by a system of equal pro
portionate export on the part of all 
growers. . 

Unlike the Californian orgam~a
t' n which takes absolute possessiOn 
0~
0 

the gTowers' fruit, proces~es, pa~ks 
and markets it, the Australian. Dned 
Fruits Association does not directly 
handle any fruit. Origi_nally each 
grower was required to sign an u~
dertaking that he w.oul~ not sell m 
Victoria (the orgamsatwn, a~ ex
plained was primarily a Mildura 
one) u~der the prices fixed by the 
Raisin Trust; that he .would. allow 
every facility for the mspectwn of 
h's Raisins and would pack them 
a~cording to the Trust inspector's 
classification, and would ag.ree to e~
port the pro rata proportiOn of ?Is 
crop as fixed by the Trust. Secunty 

s given for the due performance 
'~a the export oblig·ation, and an under
~aking entered into to pay to the 

trustees of the Trust 2d. per poun.d 
as liquidated damages for any fr~ut 
d It with or disposed of other'Yise 
t~!n in conformity with the obliga-
t . s entered into with the trustees. 
wn . · 'I !y were Packing compames, simi ar , 

required to deposit with the tr~stees 
a sum of money which was f?rfmtaple 
in the event of any proved mfracti.on 
of the rules of the Trust or Associa
tion. 

In actual practice, as already 
t ted the whole arrangement, so far 
~s\he' growers and pacl~ers w~re con
cm·ned, soon resolve~ Itself mt~, an 
honorable understandmg. !he greaJ 
b lk of the fruit both in Mildura an 
~~nmark as lat~r in the younger s~t
tlements 'was packed by co-operat1he 
compani~s whose member~ were t e 
growers who also c.onstituted the 
Dried Fruits AssociatiOn, . The man
agement of thes~ compames, a~ al~o 
of private packmg sheds, were re
quired to give an undertaking. tJ;at 
they would handle only assocmtwn 
fruit, and that they would class a.nd 
grade and pack it in accordance With 
the __provisions laid down by the Assod
ciation and see that it was marke~e . 
through association channe~s. SelJI"?g 
agents handling Associat~on f~·~Its 
were similarly bound, a_nd 111( ah~dhtwn 
were subject to penaltie~ w IC on 
occasion were enfo~·ced) 111 respect to 
anY breach of their agreement. 

' How it Functioned. 
The Association functioned through 

local organisations which migJ;t . be 
composed either of all. th~ Asso~Iatwn 
members in a given district (this was 
the original form of bot~ tf!e Ren~ 
mark and Mildura Ass?ciations) .or 
of groups of gTowers m e.ach dis-
t .· t Each group elected 1ts man-
nc " 1 't d !e aging committee and a so. 1 s e. h 

o·ates to the district executive, wJ;IC 
in turn appointed its representatives 
for the interstate conferences. Pa~k
ers as such had no. represe_ntatwn 
either on the executr~es or m .. con
ference . but as the different ~l oups 
were l~rgely organised accord~ng to 
the different packing compames of 
which their members were sha~·ehold
ers or clients, in actual practice the 
packers were largely represe~ted and 
their experience was of Imi!le~se 
value in the direction of Association 
affairs. 
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The Association agents had no vote 
in conference decisions, but they were 
entitled to be present and took an 
active part in the proceedings and 
their advice was of great val~e in 
such matters as the fixing of prices 
and determining of sale conditions. 

Agents and buyers alike were re
quired to sell at not less than current 
Association prices and to allow only 
the terms and discounts provided by 
the Association agreement. The num
ber and nature of the fruit grades 
were determined by conference and a 
special packers' conference fixed the 
standards at the commencement of 
each season. Inspectors were ap
pointed by the local executive to see 
that these standards were observed. 
The determining of prices and export 
proportion, originally the work of 
conference, was afterwards delegated 
to a prices committee appointed by 
conference. Prices were fixed for 
grade and also for quantity sales
one to 24 boxes, 25 boxes, 50 boxes, 
five tons, and ten tons; so that the 
grower determined not only the 
price at which the merchant bought 
but also the price at which he sold to 
the retailer. Subsequently the mer
chant's profit was divided; he was 
allowed half outright, and the balance 
was held in the form of deferred dis
count, to be paid at the end of the 
season on proof that the merchant 
had observed and kept the prices, 
terms and conditions fixed by the As
sociation. A special allowance up to 
id. a pound, was also made to mem
bers of any State Association of 
wholesale distributors placing mini
mum orders by a g'iven date equalling 
the total Association sales in the 
State during the previous year, un
dertaking to push the sales of Asso
ciation fruit, especially in the rural 
districts, and endeavoring to secure 
a regular succession of window dis
plays of dried fruits. 

In this way, while selling prices 
were maintained at a level commen
surate with production costs, specula
tive profits were eliminated, distri
bution charges were kept within rea
sonable limits, and the goodwill of the 
distributors in pushing sales was 
secured. As a result, while Austra
lian dried fruits growers were getting 
considerably higher prices for their 

produce than any other growers in 
the world, the per capita consumption 
of Raisins in Australia was higher 
than that of any other country, with 
the exception of New Zealand. The 
relative consumptions, as given by the 
Commonwealth Statistician for 1922-
23, were: New Zealand 5.60 lbs., Aus
tralian 11.75, United Kingdom 4.62, 
Canada 4.19, United States of 
America 3.30. 

It was this co-operation of grow
er, packer, agent and merchant 
(often resented by the uninstructed 
grower) in an Association wholly con
trolled by growers' votes that gave 
stability to the Australian dried 
fruits industry and placed it in a 
unique position among our primary 
industries. The packing sheds, and 
through them the growers, were 
financed through their selling agents 
(an arrangement made inevitable in 
the first place by the ·fact that in 
the dark days of Renmark and Mil
dura no finance was otherwise obtain
able), and latterly, in some instance~ 
by the banks. The system of financ
ing through agents has its drawbacks, 
but on the whole has proved highly 
advantageous. So long as the bulk 
of the fruit was sold in Australia, 
under Association control, the value 
of it was fixed and certain and it pro
vided a perfectly sound security. 

I have sketched the Association as 
it was through the greatest portion 
of its existence. When, through 
causes beyond the growers' immedi
ate control, the industry received a 
severe check some three years ago, 
many growers thought it was time to 
beat their Joss, and the Association 
was reorganised along lines intended 
to reduce the influence of packers and 
agents to a minimum. The principles 
and objects of the reorganised Asso
ciation remained, however, unchanged. 

The "Outsider." 
The danger against which the Asso

ciation had continually to fight was 
the strong temptation for individual 
growers to evade their export lia
bility. As under normal conditions 
the Australian price gave the grow
er a considerably Uu·ger return than 
could be netted from sales overseas, 
any grower who chose to take advan
tage of the firm home mai;ket main-
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tained by th.e As~oc!ation, and to sell 
all his fnut withm the C~mmon-

lth stood to benefit matenally at 
~~1~a e~pense of his fel~ow gr~wers 
who loyally observed ~hen· export ob
ligation. (Most frequently, as a m~t
ter of fact, it was the spe~:ulative 
buyer who bought for sal~ m the 
Co;nmonwealth who made this profit)· 
During and subsequent to the War 
this problem took another shape. 
While the Association had always 
h ld that Parliament intended the 
t;reepenny duty to go to the grower, 
for many years the full amount of 
the duty· was not taken adyantage of 
in the prices fixed, and It 'Ya~ a,n 
essential part of the ~ssoc.ratwn s 
programme to pl~y fan· \~Ith the 
Australian consunung P~bhc. So 
when world prices rose to hitherto un
dreamed of heights in the years fol
lowing· the War, not only was .the 
duty entirely foregon~, but pnces 
were fixed at below panty. From t~e 
standpoint of national economy It 
might perhaps have been better for 
the whole of the Australia.n cro~ to 
be exported while these high pnces 
ruled. It would certainly have been 
greatly to the growers' benefit-one 
large , Sultana grower in Renmai:k 
estimating his loss as represented m 
one year by the diff~rence ~etween 
London and Australian_ :priCes. at 
£5 OOO But the AssoCiatiOn direc
to{.s f~lt that they had a duty to ~he 
Australian consumers, and they tl'led 
to discharge it. 

One result of this procedure was 
that wherea:; formerly the con~tant 
aim of the disloyal grower, or out
sider," as he was commonlr c~lle?, 
had been to sell all his frmt Withm 
the protected Commonwealth marke~, 
his object now became to export It 
all. As by this procedure he was not 
directly injuring his fellow grower 
by upsetting the Australian market 
(as he was wh_en formerly h~ refused 
to share in the export), this was a 
tendency not easily combated. The 
impulse' thus given to leak~ges fr?m 
the Association, together with an m
creasing desire on the part of many 
of the newer settlers to sell at any 
price for cash rather than wait for 
the payments sp~·ea.d throughout the 
year, commonly Irtcident ~o .any s:,;s
tem of co-operative poolmg, consid-

erably weakened the Associ~tion in 
this State. Finally the great mcre~se 
in the proportion of the ~rop whiCh 

. had to be exported, follo:wmg the ex
tensive plantings of vmeya~·ds. ~01: 
repatriation purposes, and .comcidmg 
with a slump in world ~n:rces, com~ 
pletely reversed the conditions under 
which the industry for so many y~~rs 
had enjoyed an unparalleled stability 
and the gTowe~·s a reasonable meas
ure of prosperity. 

Government Steps in. 
The security on which banks and 

financing houses had been prepared 
to make adequate advances no longer 
existed, since London prices were not 
a determinable factor as Common
wealth prices had been .. ExJ:!ort sales 
of A.D.F.A. dried frmts mcreased 
from 1529 tons in 19.15 to 9,809 tons 
in 1922 16 920 tons m 1923, and ap
proxim~tely 30,000 tons in 1924. In 
the two last-mentioned years, grow
ers suffered a substantial loss on 
every ton of Lexias and Sultanas ~x
ported as they did in 1925 on Lexias 
and C~rrants. Heavy losses had been 
sustained in 1921 and 1922 through 
vine diseases, and in 1923 and 1924 
through untimely rai~s, and bY: the 
latter part of 1924 It was e~Id~nt 
that the old voluntary Associatw~ 
could no longer sa~ely carr;y th~ bm
den of the sudden mcr~ase m PI od~c
tion induced by a national r~patna
tion policy. Government actwn was 
imperative to enable large numbers 
of growers to carry on. 

The situation was relieved b-y .a 
Commonwealth advance on the fruit 
exported during· 1924 of £9 a ton on 
Raisins and 30/- a ton on Currants, 
with a stipulation that the money 
was to be used primarily to meet t~e 
expenses of the 1?25 hal:vest. This 
measure of immediate rehef was fol
lowed by the appointment of a Com
monwealth Export Board of Contr~l, 
and of State Boards o.f C?ntrol m 
South Australia and VIctona. The 
State Boards exercise some of . the 
most important of the functwns 
formerly discharged by the A.J?.F.A., 
and have done much to regularise the 
Australian position. They fix ~he pro~ 
portion of the crop to be retau;ed foi 
sale in Australia and also decide the 
~onditions under which the fruit shall 
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The MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT Co. Ltd. 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000 PAID UP FUNDS £62,000 

PACKERS and SELLERS of DRIED FRUIT 
"PADLOCK BRAND" 

PACKERS of all classes of DRIED FRUITS 
also CITRUS and FRESH FRUIT 

ANNUAL PACK 8,000 to 12,000 TONS 
Packing Sheds: MILDURA, IRYM?LE, MERBEIN, BIRDWOOD 

and CURLWAA 
Sales Offices : MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, BRISBANE, LONDON 

The Company has a complete organisation for handling 
fruit direct from the grower to the buyer and being a 
Company capitalised entirely by growers its objects and 

interests are entirely the growers interests. 
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IRYMPL~y.:;;:c!!~~rb~~Y. LTD. !,' 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 
1 

At growers service in all branches of Orchifrd Requirements. 

Registered Land Agents 

Fire, Life and Accident 
INSURANCE AGENTS 

Agents for "Premier" Box Framing and Lidding Machines and 
Gardner W aern Elevating Trucks. Quotations on API)Iication 

E. J. ROBERTS P. MALLOCH 
Governing Director. Manager and Secretary 
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be acked. Shed inspe~to~·s, formerly 
p:Ointed by the Assoclatwn, are now 

a ointed by the Customs Depart
app t The Commonwealth Board 
~:~e~ licenses for export and .al~o 

ntrols the marketing of the frmt .m 
~0ondon. The absence of c<?ntrol legls-
1 tion in Western Austraha and New 
sa th Wales still leaves an element of 
ii~s~ability in the Austra~ian market, 
and the Goven.unent. ~oards h~ve not 
been vested wlth nummu?l pnce .fix
ing powers. The declaratwn c;>f, pnc~s 
and formulation of sale condltlons .m 
Australia is still the work of the pn!ld 
Fruits Association. The. W?rk .till re
·ently done by the Assoc1atwn 1n Lon
don is now being discharged by t~e 
London agency of the Export. Boa_r . 

The effect of this control leg'lslatwn 
has been to make enfor~eable by ~!lw 
the main objects for whiCh the Dn~d 
Fruits Association stood, but for t e 
observance of which a voluntary 
agreement was no longer !ldequate, 
and it is certain that the l?amtm~anc: 

f the Boards is e.ssentlal ~or th 
~ontinuance of the md?stry. m any
thing· like its present d1mens1ons. 

Future Prospects. . 
It will inevitably be some hme 

before the losses of the last few year~ 
are overtaken by the growers, but a 
the moment future prospect~ . are f.ar 
from discouraging. The Bntlsh pre
ference, amounting to £7 !'! ton . on 
Raisins and £2 on Currants, lS provmg 
of substantial value to our Sulta.~h 
growers and the Trade Treaty w.1 
C da ' under which Austrahan ana , . f . of dried fruits are glven a pre er e~ce . 
£14 a ton, though a hitch, whiCh lt 

Ask Your-
LOCAL CHEMIST OR STORE 

for 
"SICKLE" Brand 

FORMALIN 

The Finest Strain 
of 

Broadleaf 
HUNTER RIVER 

L CE E 
In Australia 

"Pilca Butta" Seed 
This seed was selected by the 

;-.r.S.\V. Government as the sa.'?ple 
sent to London for the ~I!t!sh 
Empire Exhibction. for exlnbitiOn 
of Australian products. 

Th's Strain again secured Fir~t 
Pl.ize at the Sydney RoY:al Agri
cultural Show, 1925, thts being 

the second year in succession. 

"Pilca-Butta" Lucerne. 
Hay always brings the htgltest 

prices on the Sydney 1VIa1·ket. 

We have again secured t~le 
hole crop of this fine stram, 

:nd customers can therefore .be 
assured of getting the. geR':'111~ 
Broad - leaved Htmtei tvet 
Lucerne vassed by the Gofern
ment here as being free rom 
Dodder and other weeds. 

This Seed is specially Re
machine Cleaned by most u~-tfk 
date machinel'Y at oul' u 
Stores. Recent Tests show growth 
of from 95 to 100 per cent. 
--------------------~ 

PRICES and SAMPLES 

Fonvarded on Application 

LAW, SOMNER 
PTY. LTD. 

See!l Mel•chants & Nnl'Serymen, 
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The "NIAGAM' Duster Gun 

is worth investigation. 
Used to appl1J CLOUDFORM Dusts for 
the treatment of Vine Diseases, it cuts 
the cost of pest control. and gives 

complete plant protection . 
f'ULL INFORMATION 
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is hoped will prove only temporary, 
has occurred in its pr'actical opera
tion, should provide a ready and pro
fitable market for our surplus Cur
rants. Great pains have been taken 
to meet the requirements of the Lon
don market, which are very different 
from those to which we have been 
accustomed in Australia, and the re
latively high prices so far realised 
this year-an average of nearly £73 a 
ton for 1,758 tons-apparently indi
cates a considerable measure of suc
cess in this direction. 

It would be premature to build on 
the certainty of payable Sultana 
prices in London on the experience of 
last season and the opening prices of 
this season. The 1925 Srnyrna Sul
tana crop was a very short one-27,000 
tons as compared with 50,700 for 
1924-but there are encouraging indi
cations-encouraging from the Aus
tralian standpoint-that the Turkish 
Sultana is being supplanted by the 
Australian on the London market and 
diverted to the European continent. 
The dried fruits industry has also 
been greatly helped by the Common
wealth export bounty on sweet wines, 
coupled with the recent grant of Brit
ish preference on Australian wines. 
This is not only providing a profitable 
outlet for wine and spirit Grapes, 
which are grown by many dried fruits 
growers, but also for the Gordo Mus
catel Raisin Grape-and no amount 
of organisation is ever likely to make 
the export of this Raisin profitable
as well as providing the Currant 
grower with an alternative to the dry
ing of his Grapes. 

That there is still considerable 
room for the increase of dried fruit 
sales in Australia, and the elastic 
nature of the world demand for these 
fruits, is indicated by the increase of 

Californian Raisin sales in America 
(noted earlier in this paper) from 
54,000 tons to 150,000 tons at higher 
prices, in the space of 14 years. Some 
interesting figures cited some time 
ago in the Trade Supplement of the 
London· "Times" showed an increase 
in British consumption of dried fruits 
from 112,600 tons, valued at 
£3,900,000, or £35 a ton, in 1913, to 
169,200 tons, valued at £16,200,000 or 
£96 a ton, in 1920-an increase of 
56,600 tons in seven years, despite 
an increase in price of £61 a ton. 

Greek Currant Control. 
I am conscious that this address is 

already of inordinate length, but I 
crave your further indulgence while 
citing one more instance of the value 
of crop control. 

The Currant is the classic fruit of 
Greece; it was mentioned by Pliny 
1900 years ago, and barring Austra
lia's modest contribution, Greece is 
still the world's universal provider of 
the Currant. But the Greek Currant 
industry owes its present dimensions 
to an impulse not unlike that given 
the Californian Raisin industry by the 
passage of the Volstead Act. In the 
early eighties of last century the 
French vineyards were devastated 
with phylloxera, and one result of this 
was a great demand for Currants for 
winemaking· purposes. From this re
sulted a large increase in the acreage 
of Grecian Currant vineyards. In 
1889-90 French winemakers purchased 
70,000 tons of Grecian Currants. But 
the reconstitution of French vineyards 
on American phylloxera-resistant 
stock, and the imposition by France 
of heavy import duties on Currants, 
had completely closed this market by 
1897. Before this stage was reached, 
the greatly dill).inished French de
ma'nd had threatened the Currant 

SILV s 
RICE 

ST 
THE BEST IN THE WORLD 

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL STOREKEEPERS 



14 The Australian Dried Fruits News. Oct. 15, 1H2G. 

grower with hopeless ruin. The 
world's markets were glutted, arid 
in the desperate scramble to sell at 
any price, Currants of good quality 
were sold on the Patras market (if 
such a transaction can be termed a 
sale)' for as low as a penny for 1,000 
lbs. 

The method adopted by the Greek 
Government to save the situation was 
curiously akin to that of the Mildura 
Raisin Trust, and curiously enough 
they both began to operate in about 
the same year-1895 and 1896. The 
Australian remedy for a local glut 
was an agreement among growers to 
export the surplus pro rata. The 
Greek remedy for a world glut was to 
force gTowers to retain their pro rata 
share of the surplus. Sufficient fruit 
to "feed" the market was released for 
export, and at the close of the season 
the balance was used for distillation 
purposes. Provision was also made 
for the financing of growers. Under 
varying forms this control has existed 
to the present day. From 1905 to 
1925 the work of protecting the in
dustry and developing the Currant 
trade was vested in a privileged com
pany. Last year the control of the 
industry reverted to the Government, 
under arrangements for finance with 
the National Bank of Greece. A 
central Currant office has been estab
lished, with power to purchase at a 
fixed price all Currants. unsold at the 
end of the season, and to see that 
these Currants are kept off the mar
ket and used for industrial purposes. 

I don't know just what it is that 
sets the Raisin industry apart from 
others, unless it be that the vast mul
titude which regards the flesh of dead 
beasts as an absolutely indispensable 
article of diet, still looks on the more 
nourishing, and far more healthful, 
Raisin as a luxury to be eaten only 

on holy days. But certain it i11 that 
while crop control is beneficial for 
any class of producers, it is essential 
for the Raisin and Currant grower, 
whether in America, Greece or Aus
tralia. 

LONDON SALES. 
The sales of Australian Dried 

Fruits in Great Britain recorded with 
the London Agency of the Common
wealth Dried Fruits Control Board, 
for the week ending 30th September, 
1926, represented:-

355~ tons Sultanas, at an average 
price of £6712/8 per ton. 

249~ tons Currants at an average 
price of £391111- per ton. 

56~ tons Lexias at an average 
price of £3511211 per ton, 
which brings the total realisations to: 

4,202 tons Sultanas at an average 
price of £7011416 per ton. 

2,502 tons Currants at an average 
price of £42114111 per ton. 

344 tons Lexias at an averag·e 
price of £391314 per ton. 

The advices from London reflect the 
improving position of the market, in 
yiew of the expectation of an early 
settlement of the coalminers' trouble. 

Considerable pressure has been 
exercised to depress the market, but 
the advantage of the benevolent con
trol in the interests of growers has 
been manifested in the maintenance 
of the market under conditions which 
would otherwise have tended to a 
severe slump in prices. 

It is anticipated that there will be 
an improvement in the quantity of 
dried fruits taken up during· the 'next 
few weel,s. 

AUSTRALIAN SALES 
Currants .... 
Sultanas .. 
Lexias 

TO 3019126. 
1191 tons 
3224 

648 

Packing Companies----
write for your seasons quotations 

CARBONATE OF POTASH 96/98~~ 
OLIVE OIL 

----- Indent or 

CAUSTIC SODA 98% (Greenbacks) 
Pure French CAUSTIC POTASH 

Spot Pdces -----

JAMES HARDIE &Co.Pty. Ltd. ss1 LIT. coLLINs sT. 
MELBOURNE 

Box 4502 G.P.O. Telegrams: "HARDIE" MELBOURNE. Phone: Cer.t. 8636 (8 lines 1 
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Dried Vine Fruits-Report of the 
Imperial Economic Committee 

The Hon. T. Paterson; Minister for 
Markets and Migration, has had the 
following "News Bulletin" prepared 
by the Commercial and Industrial 
Section of his Department. 

NEWS BULLETIN-231'26. 

(Continued from page 16, September 
Issue.) 

Preferential Tariff in the United 
Kingdom. 

Currants have for several centuries 
been classed as a dutiable article on 
importation into the United Kingdom. 
The rates of duty on Currants before 
1890 were on the average about the 
same as those levied upon Raisins. 
In that year, as a result of a com
mercial treaty between His Majesty's 
Government and the Greek Govern
ment, the duty on Currants was re
duced from 7 I- per cwt. to 21- per 
cwt. In effect this reduction g-ave 
Greece an important preference in 
the United Kingdom market over 
other countries supplying other dried 
vine fruits. In 1919 a preferential 
rebate of one-sixth of the duty was 
granted to Empire Currants. In 1925 
this preference was increased to 21-
per cwt. by the admission of Empire 
Currants duty free. 

Raisins also have been dutiable on 
importation into the United Kingdom 
for a very long period. In 1823 a 
definite Colonial preference on 
Raisins appeared in the Customs 
Schedule. The lowest rate applied to 
foreign Raisins was £1 per cwt.,. 
whilst fruit from the Cape of Good 
Hope or from the East India Com
pany's territories was charged 101-
per cwt. From 1823 to 1853 a prefer
ence of about 50 per cent, on the 
lowest duty charged on foreign 
Raisins was allowed on Raisins pro
duced in British possessions. Pre
ference on Empire dried fruits dis
appears from the Customs Schedule 
from 1853 until September 1, 1919, 
when a rebate of one-sixth of the duty 
of 1016 per cwt. was introduced. In 
1924 the duty on Raisins was de
creased to 7 I- per cwt., thus auto
matically decreasing the value of the 
preference. In 1925 the preference 

was increased to 7 I- per cwt. by the 
l'eJ~l~val of the duty on Empire-grown 
Ra1sms. 

Labor Conditions. 
The significance of differences in 

lab~r conditions in dried fruit pro
ducmg- countries lies in the fact that, 
althoug-h the operations of grading
and pac-king can to some extent be 
carded ou~ ~y machinery, the pro
cesses of piCkmg and drying must, in 
the nature of things, remain tasks 
which can only be pedormed by 
hand labor, states the Committee. 
Low wages have, therefore a 
special influence on prices. The st~nd
ards of living amongst the workers 
in the dried fruit industry vary so 
widely throughout the different 
countries that a price which would 
be satisfactory to one set of produc
ers would be quite inadequate to an
other set. The Committee recognise, 
of course, that a wage which will 
provide a worker and his family in 
one country with food, clothing 
housing, and other needs may b~ 
quite inadequate under the con
ditions of another country. For pre
sent purposes the wage rates where 
available are compared with refer
ence to the cost of prodl!ction, and 
are not, says the report, mtended in 
any way to contraRt standards of 
social well-being. 

Hours, wages, and conditions are 
regulated in Australia by the Fed
eral Arbitration Court Awards. 
Wages for adults of either sex are 
about 1/9 an hour or £4 for a week 
of 48 hours. Overtime varies from 
time and a-quarter to time and a
half, with double time on Sundays 
and holidays. · 

In South Africa wages vary ac
cording to districts, and in addition 
housing, garden, irrigation, and farn~ 
produce may be supplied. The hours 
worked are usually from sunrise to 
sunset. Generally speaking the use 
of colored labor involves th~ employ
ment of whit~ foremen, and although 
the wages pa1d to the colored worker 
are low, when judged by Australian 
standards they are higher than those 
in some of the foreign dried fruit 
producing countries. In some of the 
packing houses in South Africa 
native labor is being dispensed wit11: 

(To be continued.) 



16 The Australian Dried Fruits News. 

Not only because there is no smarter hat in 
the world, but because that smartness remain3 
over a long period of service, is the Woodrow 

the first choice of ~n Empire. _'. 

At all Good Mtm' s Stores 
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