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The Quality of-our Fruit in Lori.d6n : 
sands of tons of good:; rom~~ 
and choice fru~t; ~~a~ .A,u~traha 
has shipped to Ldrtdon thiS sea
son." 

Th . Export Control Board. receh:es 
weekiy frolti, jts;~ D?ndon A:gency' m- -
teresting' . i'eports .. m regard. to t~e 
Tading of the fruit, and while thei.e 
~ generally an improvement mam
fs sted in respect to the 1926 harvest, 
n~uch remains to be done. 

By the courtesy of the Board, we 
bl to Publish some extracts are a e · th 

hich show the difficulties facmg e 
w · · · L don· selling authorities m on .-

(a) "Unfortunately, it is vel:Y 
early in the sea~on to c.omplam 
of irregularity m gradmg, ~mt 
already several very glar~ng 
cases have come under notice. 
A parcel of Sultanas ex the s.s. 
'Oster ley' was valued at 82/
to 83/- pel' cwt. on four d?ck 
samples, of which the .techm.cal 
descriptions were medm~ size, 
choice lig:ht coloured fnut, and 
very ~lightly piebald. 

"The broker reported the next 
day that there we~·e grav.e 
variations, and· submitted fur
ther samples out of the lot of 
470 boxes. Fourteen separ
ate samples were taken, and 
only one sample was equal. to 
the original sample on whiCh 
the appraisement was made, 
the remaining 13 samples com
prised five enti~·ely di!fere~t 
varieties of frmt rangmg m 
colour from dark russet brown, 
light brown, golden piebald, and 
up to choice golden, the value 
of these parcels runni?g from 
711 _ to 82/-. The frtut had to 
be sol'ted out and re-valued, the 
cost of this operation alone 
being approximately £15. The 
broker's comments were deser
vedly severe." 

(b) "Shipments of Sultanas by t~e 
'Moldavia' were poor a?d will 
do Australian dned frmt a lot 
of harm.· Th1;ee samples, re
presenting about . 9.00 boxes, 
were bold, black,. dirty looking· 
stuff. The frmt was valued 
at round about 62/- per cwt., 
and it is quite likely th~t sales 
will· be effected, but t~IS class 
of fruit does an Immense 
amount of harm to the thou-

(c) "One of the worst troubles o'f 
·the assorted shipments Wail 
that the quantity of each break 
was absurdly small. These 
shall shipments· mean extra 
work exti·a brokerage and 
price~ have to be discounted by 
at least £3 per ton before 
buyers will look at .these small 
lots. Take a representative lot 
-555 boxes of Sultanas we.re 
made up of 30· lines, compns-
ing:-

1 Line 
1 
3 " 
2 
1 
2 " 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 " 
2 " 
2 
1 

1 " 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 Case 
3 Cases 

. 4'· ,. 
'5 
6 
8 

10 
11 
13 

" 
" 

14' " 
18 
19 
20 " 
22 

" 28 
29 
33 
4.0 

'.' . 50 
56 
57 

" 

" Average per Lhie-18 Cases. 
373 boxes of Currants were ~epre-

sented by 12 lines, compnsmg: 
1 Line 3 Cases 
1 " 8 
1 " 9 " 1 " 10 
1 14 " 
1 " 15 
1 " 18 
1 " 24 
1 31 " 
1 52 " 
1 " 87 " 
1 102. " 

A vera~~ per Line~31 Cases. 
"\Vhat the trade want are large and 

even lots, or as they are term
ed breaks, the ideal parcel 
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being a lot of· 500 to 600 boxes 
of uniform quality. 

Grading. 
(a) "186,0 boxes of Sultana13by the 

s.s. Moreton Bay.' The varia
tion was so extreme that the 
cases were opened up and re
graded, with the result that 16 
separate grades were establish
ed in place of the two marks 
originally shown. 

"This question of grading is 
a most serious one, and causes 
all sorts of difficulties at this 
enc1, buyers having endless 
troubles after they have effect
ed ·a sale to the retailer." 

"The question of uniform 
g-rading and classifying cannot 
be put too strongly to growers 
and supervisors of packing 
sheds in the Commonwealth." 

PAYMENTS ON 1925 CROP. 

In our July issue we published par
ticulars of payments made by the 
Nyah Fruitgrowers' Co-operative 
Company Limited, and the above com
pany state that the figures quoted are 
open to misconception. 

They have forwarded for our infor
mation the absolute nett amounts re
ceived by their growers for 1925 sea
son's Sultanas after deducting all 
charges, which are as follows:-

Cold Dip £52 
4-Cr. Hot Dip . £50 
3-Cr. £48 
2-Cr. £45 
1-Cr. , £42 

It is also stated that there will be a 
small amount t.o go to growers in 
addition to the amounts menti~ned 
above. 

CARBONATE OF POTASH AND 
OLIVE OIL. 

Growers will be pleased to hear 
that, !lf.ter considerable negotiation, 
the Mmrster of Customs has decided 
to admit free of duty Carbonate of 
Potash and Olive Oil used in the pro
duction of dried fruits. 

DRIED FRUITS LEGISLATION. 
' - "c \ 

·At the monthly meeting of the 
Curlwaa Fruitgrowers' Association, 
held on Monday evening last, Mr. S. 
P. Taylor submitted a report on the 
visit paid by Messrs. Taylor and J. :B: 
O'Donell, of Curlwaa, and Messrs. D: 
C. Winterbottom and E. T. Hender
~o~, of.Mildura, t.o the Murrumbidgee 
rrnga twn areas to press the claims 
for the enactment of legislation in 
New South Wales similar to that 
already ir1 existence in Victoria and 
South Australia, providing for the 
orderly marketing of dried fruits 
\Vithin the States. 

\Ve give below· extracts from Mr. 
Taylor's report, which should prove 
interesting reading to growers:-

The deputation found one or two 
growers that considered' that the Curl
waa growers had made the position 
difficult because they had . planted up 
so much land to dried fruits. 
(Laughter.) A few gTowers expressed 
the opinion that, as they were not 
able to produce a Sultana that would 
compare with the Curlwaa fruit for 
the export market, there was no need 
for them to come in. Quite a num
ber of dried fruit growers at Leeton 
only had two or three acres planted 
up to Sultanas, and they expressed 
the opinion that they had a right to 
get as much as possible for their 
product by selling the whole of their 
output on the Sydney market other
wise it might be better for them to 
grub out their vines. 

The fact was stressed that a large 
area was b,eing :tJ.lanted up at Coome
alla! and that, if no scheme of or
gamsed marketing was in operation 
when Coomealla c~tme into bearing it 
would be possible for Curlwaa ~nd 
Coomealla to completely disorganise 
the Sydney market. The speakers 
stressed the fact that their mission 
was to state the case for legislative 
action on the part of the New South 
Wales Government. 

At Yenda, the delegation had the 
opportunity of addressing a meeting 
of from 50 to 60 growers-soldier 
se~tlers for the most part. It was 
pomted out that large numbers of 
~oldier settlers were engaged in the 
mdustry at Red Cliffs, Birdwoodton 
and Merbein West, in Victoria, and 
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Curlwaa in their own State. The 
future prospects of these soldier set
tlers were bound up in orderly mar
keting and depended in n<! small 
measure upon the eo-operation re
ceived from the dried fruit growers 
in the Murrumbidgee irrigation area. 
When it was pointed out that the Vic
torian settler received an amount 
within £4 per ton of that received by 
the Yenda grower, despite the fact 
that the Victorian soldier settler e.x
ported 70 per cent. of his crop, while 
the Y enda soldier settler bore no ex
port bm;den, one soldier settler ex
claimed: "Are we to "scab" on our 
fellow digger growers for £4 per 
ton?" A motion was put, and car
ried unanimously, that a poll of the 
grOW(;lrS be taken on the question of 
org.anised ni.arketing, and, Mr. Tay
lor said he felt confident that a large 
proportion of the Y enda growers 
would vote in favor of organised mar
keting·. 

At Griffiths, where. the delegation 
also addressed a meetmg of growers, 
a motion was carried without a dis
sentient vote, urging that a poll on 
the question of organised marketing 
be taken and expressing the opinion 
that an affirmative vote would be 
recorded. In conclusion, Mr. Taylor 
said that he felt pretty sure that 
there would be a majority of the 
Murrumbidgee growers in favor of or
ganised marketing when the vote was 
taken. 

VICTORIAN DRIED FRUITS 
WEEK. 

In this issue appears a report from 
the Victorian Dried Fruits Board re
specting the various means that were 
adopted to popularise dried vine fruits 
in Victoria during "Dried Fruits 
Week," and growers will be inter
ested to learn that the A.D.F.A. co
operated by means of window dis
plays, etc., in order to make the 
"Dried Fruits Week" as successful as 
possible. 

It can confidently be stated that the 
efforts put forward by all intere~ted 
parties will be the n:eans of brmg;
ing our dried vine frmt.s more pron:I
nently before the pubhc of VIctona, 
and that they should be eonsistent 
users of dried fruits for the future. 

"THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED 
FRUITS INDUSTRY. AN ILLUS
TRATION OF CROP CONTROL BY 

PRODUCERS." 

(Continued from August Issue) 
To expatiate on the present and po

tential value of these irrigation set
tlements would unduly expand this 
paper: A few signifieant illustrations 
must suffice. "In the irrigation 
areas," to quote from an addres·s pi·e
sented to the Governor General on the 
occasion of his recent visit to Ren
mark "land that was formerly carry
ing ~t most one family to 50,000 
acres when devoted to pastoral pur
poses' is now carrying a population, 
entir~ly dependent on rural pursuits, 
of approximately a thousand souls to 
every 2,000 acres u_nder cultivation." 
It goes without saymg that to South 
Australia, destined to remain for the 
most part a country of sparse settle
ment, since. 83 per cent. of its land 
surface enJoys an average annual 
rainfall of less than ten inches, any
thing that renders practicable ~ff~c
tive closer settlement such as this m
dicates is of great value. The area 
at present under irrigation in this 
State is approximately 30,000 acres. 
The proportion of the Murray waters 
allotted to South Australia under the 
terms of the Murray Waters Agree
ment is sufficient to allow of the safe 
irrigation of 272,000 acres, against 
which we have 250,000 acres deemed 
suitable for irrigation-enough, it is 
estimated to support a population of 
from 100,000 to 120,000 souls, and to 
yield produee of an annual value of 
from eight to ten million pounds. 
Our Director of Agrieulture (Pro
fessor Perkins) in an address deliv
ered in 1922, drew attention to the 
fact that in a typical year the 9,310 
acres of vines ~nd trees of bearing 
ag-e in the river settlements ha,d 
yielded a gross return of £67/7/10 
per aere, as ag-ainst an average gross 
return of only £3/1/5 per acre for 
all classes of horticultural. and agri
eultural production in South Amitra
lia. In that year 4~ million acres 
under cultivation yielded 13i million 
pounds, out of which 9,310 acres of 
irrigated land (0.21 per cent. of the 
total cultivated area) yielded, iri 
round figures, £581,000, or 4.23 per 
cent. of the total revenue. 
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1:~. 'quote :from a statement pre
pared my myself last year for an
o~her .. Pnr.pose, "Thi·ough . the com
bmed , mfiuence . of the tariff and the 
~,,D.F.A.; for: 20 years the dried fruits 
~ndustry · w~s the most stable primary 
Jndustry m ·. Australia. While no 
growers l)'lad~ rr;ore than a compet
encel . bai)k,ruptctes were unknown. 
~he w:agl;ls paid, before the introduc
tto~ of. wa~es re~ulating machinery, 
.we~e. the }Jighest m any rural indus
h~y I!1. the C,o:mmonw€alth. At least 
75 .• ner cent., of the total value of the 
(wops produced. was an~ually paid in 
wag~Js .for.•.variOus services rendered 
nowlJ.ere was wealth more evenly dif~ 
fqs~d or larger populations maintain
e<l m comparative comfort on equal 
areas; nowhere was business brisker, 
~or wer~ the1:e anywhere inore strik
mgly !!UCcessful examples of closer 
S~Jttlement under intense culture " 
, I ~i~w ,.a~tention to these thing·s in 
p~ssmg .to, Illustrate the indirect ser
vt~e . which the dried fruits industry 
has ~·endered to Australia by making 
pos::;Ible the :establishment and devel
opment of irdgation settlements in 
la.t;~d, on to which water has to be 
raised by pu~nping (and _for the pro
fit.able 'Worlnng of whtch high per 
an·eage ret11rns are necessary), and 
by the del)'lOJ1stration thus afforded of 
the possibilities of intense culture in 
Ol)r arid lands. 

.. · .. Organi('lation and Control. 
I. ha:re been lured into these by

Pilths by th.e expressed desire of your 
S~cret~ry, thaJ I should make my 
Pftper .Illu~ir~tlve. of . the part played 
bY. th~. dried . frmts mdustry in con
thr~tbutmg, to ·the economic wealth of 
t, e f3t11te. It. was my intention pri
m~r!ly to draw your attention to cer
tam matters that seem to me of in
terest in c~:mn~ction with the growth 
and orgamsatton of this industry. 
T.hough of great importance to those 
drrectly. engaged, in it and though as 
I' ha_ve.; endeavored to' show,. of, s~me 
considerable indirect. • value . to. the 
Commonwealth,.· the business of dried 
ft~uits production, · measu.red by the 
:o;t~n,dard of , our. chief ; staple indus
tn.es, ~an hardly·.be regarded as of 
pr~me. I~portance• ~o ·Australia •. ·, But 
neJther::I:n.Aust:caha· nor: elsewhere in 
the> EngVsh .sp.eaking •world. has any 
o.the1: ·PrtmarY.uindustry1 ·.so far • as .I 
have been able to discover, presented 

f~atm·es, with respect to its organisa
tion and control, of such interest to 
the .students of economics. 

. Apart from the initial impulse 
given by the brotpers Chaffey and the 
demonstrated fitness of our river soils 
and . climate, assisted by irdgation, 
for the production of fruits of .the 
highest quality, the di·ied fruits in
dustry owes its development wholly 
to ~actitious circumstances. A pro" 
tective tariff encouraged the planting 
of tre~s and ,vines for the production 
of dried frmts, and the Australian ' 
f?ried Fruits Association made pos
sible and profitable a continuation of 
that planting, During the past two 
or three years the Australian dried 
fruits industry has been passing 
through an extremely critical period 
of its history. There are encourag
~ng i.t;~dications to-day that the storm 
Is bemg successfully weathered but 
what I wish to draw your atte~tion 
to is the fact that for a period of 
nearly 30 years this industry wholly 
the. p~oduct o.f. what might be called 
artifi~tal conditions, was, with respect 
to priCes and the returns assured to 
growers, the most stable rural indus
try in Australia. 

Throughout this period the dried 
fruits grower, alone among our rural 
producers was in a position to fix and 
did fix, .the price (based primariiy on 
productiOn costs) at which his crop 
;vas to be sold throughout the yeat' 
m Australia. Once his fruit was hM'
v.ested an~ dried, he was in a posi
tion to estimate its value apart from 
the small proportion to 'be exported 
overseas, to a nicety, and to finance 
there~m. During the period under 
ment!on there was a time when pas
torahsts, now so prosperous, were in 
~reat ~nancial straits, and years dur
mg which wheat gTowers were falling 
like ninepins in the insolvency courts. 
Yet for over .25 ye~rs such a thing 
as . the financial failu~·e of a . d~·ied 
fruits, grower .in Renmark or Mildura 
was practically unknown. Growers 
were not lll;lking fortnnes-,-those are 
no! looked ·for from holdings av:er
agrng only. from 10 to. 20 . acres jn 
~rea....,b\'t they were living in decency 
If not, m comfort. . Except .·in . the 
cas.e, of. Lexias, :·o~· MuscatEl} pudding· 
Rarsms, for wJuch· .thete has, for 
many years been a diminishing de-
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mand and of which, even. 20 years 
ago, 50 per cent. of. the crop had to 
be exported, at no time throughout 
this period did the net prices received 
by Association. growers of dried.fruits 
.falL .below hoi·1nal cost of ·produCtion, 
after averaging the retm:ns . from 
Commonwealth and export sales arid 
deducting the cost of processing arid 
selling the fruit. 

American Experience. . 
To understand the significance of 

such a statement it should be borne 
in mind that the Currant and Raisin 
industry, born and developed on the 
Mediterranean littoral, is by long· 
tradition an industry of low wage 
countries, of a low standard of living· 
and low production costs. Further, 
that unlike Wheat, which is success
fully produced in the highest wages 
countries in competition with the out
put of the Indian ryot with wages of 
a penny or threepence a day, the 
Raisin in its production offers very 
little opportunity for the displace
ment of hand labor by machinery. 
The machine has not yet been invent
ed that can satisfactorily prune a 
Raisin vine or harvest a crop of 
Grapes. America and Australia are 
still the only high wage countries in 
the world in which the production of 
Raisins on a commercial scale has 
been attempted. And of the Ameri
can grower it may be said that, with 
the exception of the years of boom 
prices arising· from the War, and ex
tended in America's case by the rush 
for Raisins for wine-making purposes 
induced by the first effects of national 
prohibition, during the 30 years in 
which, with the exception of the last 
three years, the Australian grower 
has lived in security, his almost 
chronic lot has been one of panic and 
crises. It would be an understate
ment to say that throughout this 
period the American Raisin grower 
has received for his produce less than 
half the price per pound or }Jer ton 
i'eceived by the Australian: grower. 
He has had the' lai'gest and weatthic 
est ·home market. in .the wm•ld and 
·all the advantages Of American effi
ciency in salesmanship of which we 
have heard so 'thuch. And until quite 
1·ecent years ·he has been under ·.no 
necessity .to. export.·.· But he: has· not 
had the Australian Dried Fruits As
so~ia:~~n ~i' anything comparable to 

it in the success of its operations 
or the benefits which it has'.'conferred 
on the growers of dried' fruits. 

While looking tht'ough some of il:\:y 
old records in preparation:· 'fm' this 
address, I came across 'an'artiCie·ft•om 
"The Fresno Morning Republican" of 
May 15, 1904-eight years after· the 
Australian Dried Fruit~'· Association, 
in its original form of the Mildura 
Raisin Trust, had commenced:to func
tion successfully. Fresno, you 1 should 
know, is the centre of·the American 
Raisin growing indU:sh'y,''''and the 
article was descriptive ·of the forma
tion, aims and objec~s of \'the Cali
fornia Raisin Growers'·,., Association. 
An extract will serve to · illusti·ate 
what I have said abortt :t'luF unfoi·
tunate lot of the Amedcan Raisin 
grower. ·;,., 

"It was not without''
1

sevi:ite .alid 
agonising experiences that '.the grow
ers reached the conclusion that· theii· 
only salvation lies in cq~opei~ation in 
handling their crops. ' DisiHuities in 
prices reflected upon' the·' hlarldit. 
When the buyer who had 'paid ~ fair 
price for Raisins leat•iu:id o.f tlie pur
chase at the low figm'e, he' itrii:nedic 
ately felt he had been. "bit" in his 
deal, and determined in .· paying · in 
future a lower figure. The, same con
dition manifested itself ih the' market 
between packer and jobber.' ali'd jobber 
and retailer. Losses in 11andlirtg the 
product were occuring all · alphg the 
line. All this reacted upon the grow
er. The pressure was constantly upon 
him to accept a price for' his ci·op 
lower than that previously 11aid him. 
The value of his conuriodity ,fell year 
by year, until it not only bec~me V:n
profitable to produc~ Raisins, but 
they were produced at a , los's.. The 
price paid to the gro;we1' fell to ,H 
cents in the sweat box." 

Bitter Lessons L~~rned. 
The Association, which was :formed 

in 1898, under the Presidei1Cy of Theo. 
Kearney, secured control Of: the·. bulk 
of the crtlp . . : The effect of :its .opera
tions the fil'st year was' that 32;498 
tons of Raisins were· sold· ·at prices 
that returned the growel' from: 2~ 
cents to 3 .. cents, instead::o:fi' '1:1: cents 
pei• pound. ·It ·functioned .. f'Qr• 'several 
years,. securing· growet's 'pl'ices that 
ranged as high as .4><i!mts dne year, 
and then broke, as' ·pi•od~cel'ii' :organi~ 

,·; ·:1'1l'_ IJ 1,'i'. , -,,. 
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sations have a habit of doing in other 
countries than America. . During the 
25 years in which I have been in 
touch with the American Raisin in
dustry its history, has been a regular 
and mournful succession of alternate 
frenzied organisation and disintegra
tion. Following the dissolution of this 
first association Raisins were sold as 
low as ~ cent per pound, when they 
were not fed to hogs, .and large acre
ages of Raisin vines were rooted out. 
In 1905 another attempt was made 
to organise the growers, followed by 
early dissolution in 1906. 

In 1910, when, according to a con
temporary Californian estimate, it 
was costing not less than 3:1: cents to 
produce a pound of Raisins, growers 
were again getting as little as i cents 
for their fruit. How they managed 
to exist must be a perpetual marvel 

.to the Australian grower. In 1900 
the minimum trade prices for Raisins 
declared by the Mildura Dried Fruits 
Trust ranged from 5d. for Brown 
Lexias to 6!;'d. for Golden Lexias Ex
tra. In 1904 the Dried Fruits Asso
ciation prices for fruit sold to mer
chants in 10-ton lots ranged from 
3'1:d. for Lexias Extra, 2-crown, to 
4'l:d. for Golden Lexias, 3-crown; and 
for Sultanas (which as before noted 
are classed in America as Raisins) 
from 4~d. to 5~d. And such prices 
ruled in this country without a break 
from the first formation of the Mil
dura Raisin Trust in 1896. For the 
eight years preceding the War-1907-
1914, the average price per ton actu
ally paid the grower by his co-opera
tive sheds-representing the net re
sults of Australian and export sales, 
after the deduction of all packing and 
distribution charges-were as fol
lows :-Currants £34/9/7, Sultanas 
£39/12/6, Lexias £21/6/9. 

In 1910 when, as mentioned, Ameri
can growers were getting as little as 
~ cents a pound for their Raisins, a 
strong effort was made to organise 
a pool on the basis of sales to pack
ers on a five~year contract at 3:1: cents, 
representing the bare cost of produc
tion. In that year, it is worth noting, 
the sweat box prices paid to growers 
by A.D.F.A. sheds averaged £38/14/
a ton for Currants, £38/11/- for Sul
tanas, and £23/10/c for Lexias. The 

attempt failed, the packers refusing 
to pay so "exorbitant" a price as 3! 
cents. Out of this chaos in travail 
was ultimately born, in 1912, the Cali
fornia Associated Raisin Company, a 
corporate body, operating its own 
packing sheds, and holding growers 
by long-term contracts, which func
tioned, under the Presidency of Wylie 
Giffin, with a considerable measure 
of success until 1923, when it was 
forced to re-organise, leaving its suc
cessor a debt of several million dol
lars incurred through inability to live 
up to a guarantee of a return of H 
cents per lb. to the grower. 

The Sun-Maid Raisin Growers, as 
the company came to be called, 
though obliged to re-organise, con
clusively · demonstrated during its 
term of existence; as the A.D.F.A. 
did over a much longer period, that 
"control" is the secret of stability 
and of big sales. In 1912, the year 
before Sun-Maid took over the indus
try, the private. packers working on 
the principle of competitive sales, 
had been unable to dispose of more 
than 50 per cent. of a 50,000-ton crop. 
In 1923, when the Raisin Association 
began to operate, it had on its hands 
a carry-over of 25,000 tons in ad
dition to a new crop of more than 
50,000 tons. With the disastrous ele
ment of speculative buying removed, 
the crop under control, and buyers 
assured of a fixed price, the whole 
75,000 tons-three times the sales of 
the previous year-was disposed of 
at a much better price to the grow
er than he had received for many 
years. Thereafter, while prices rose, 
sales enormously increased, until in 
one year considerably over 200,000 
tons were marketed. To this result 
a spirited advertising· campaign no 
doubt materially contributed. 

One result of the unaccustomed 
prosperity of .the Californian Raisin 
grower was to. stimulate plantings to 
such an extent that Raisin produc
tion reached figures far in excess of 
the world's consumption hitherto, and 
the Association broke under the sheer 
weight of the crop it had to handle, 

ITo be continued.) 
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Dried Fruits Week. 

T BE Victorian Dried Fruits Board 
conducted a · publicity cam
paign, which took the form of 

a Dried Fruits Week, from August 30 
to September 4, for t~e purpose of 
increasing the Austrahan consump
tion of Currants, Sultanas and 
Raisins. 

Her Excellency Lady Somers took 
an active interest in the campaign, 
and recognising the importance of 
the' industry in connection ~ith the 
repatriation of returned soldiers, and 
also of the dietary value of dried 
fruits, kindly consented to address 
a special appeal from State Govm:n
ment House to the women of VIC
toria through 3LQ broadcasting 
stati~n on the opening day of the 
campaign, viz., M~nday, A\'gu.st sq. 
Unfortunately, owmg to mdisposi
tion, Lady Somers was unable to 
speak as arranged, and he_r place 
was kindly taken by Lady Irvme, who 
directed an impressive appeal. 

The official opening of the Dried 
Fruits Week took the form of a func
tion at the Hotel Windsor, at 12.15, 
on Monday, August 30, when the 
Minister for Agriculture proposed 
"Success to Dried Fruits W:eek." 
This toast was supported by the Hon
orable the Premier (Hon. John Allan, 
M.L.A.), Hon. H. Angus, M.L.A., the 
Chairman, Victorian Rail'\\lay Com
missioners (Mr. Harold Clapp); the 
Chairman, State Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission (Mr. W. Cattan
ach); the President, Retail Grocers' 
Association (Mr. M. C. Jones); Mr. 
A. F. Bell, Acting Chairman, Com
monwealth Dried Fruits Board; Dr. 
Cameron Director of Agriculture; 
the Chai~·man of the Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board, and other prominent 
public speakers. 

The whole of the various bodies 
interested in the production and sale 
of the ·fruit were represented on the 
Publicity Committee, which co-oper
ated with the Chairman of the Board 
(Mr. J. M. Balfour). The. Presiden~ 
and Secretary of the Retail Grocers 
Association enlisted -the support of 
their members in arranging window· 
displays of fruit, a~d in distributin~· 

posters and cookery books to their 
customers, and the President subse
quently reported that displays were 
being made by 1,000 grocers through
out the State. 

The co-operation of the Railway 
Department was also obtained, and 
750 posters were displayed on the 
Commissioners' poster boards. Larg·e 
calic6 signs were also erected at 
Flinders and Spencer Streets Stations 
in prominent positions. Ten thou
sand of the special recipe books 
compiled by the Railway Depart~ent 
were distributed through the medmm 
of the Railway refreshment ro~IJ?S 
and fruit stalls, and a new Rmsm 
bread poster is . in c?urse. of p~·epara
tion for use in conJunctiOn with the 
Board's campaign. Arrangements 
have also been completed for the 
utilisation of space for the display of 
advertisements measuring 5 feet by 
6 feet 8 inches on 80 metropolitan and 
country railway stati.ons, and f01: a 
number of larger signs measurmg 
15 feet by 10 feet, to be prominently 
displayed at "hub" situations. 

The Superintendent of ~ailw~y 
Refreshment Services also assisted m 
the campaign by giving publicity to 
Dried Fruits Week in the refresh
ment rooms and at the Railway De
partment's fruit stalls. 

The Education Department also 
kindly undertook to. assist. by special
ising· in dried frmt recipes at 32 
cookery centres and schools of domes
tic arts throughout Victoria. The ar
rangements in this connection were 
carried out by -Miss F. Pel!, Sup~,~·
visor of Domestic Arts, Educati(lt1 
Department. The special cooke:t·y 
booklet prepared b¥ t~e ~oard w~s 
also supplied for d1stnbut10n to the 
5,100 pupils attendin~· the s?hools .. A 
special article deah!!-g w1th dned 
fruits also appears m the 7th a~d 
8th grades of the School paper m 
the September issue. 

The Metropolitan Gas Comp:<nY 
cordially supported the campal&'n, 
and its demonstrator featured special 
dried fruit recipes at the whole of 
the cookery classes held throughout 
the metropolitan area dl:!ring the cu~·
rency of .the Week. L~ter:<tur.e will 
also be available for d1str1butlon at 
these class~s in future. 
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The MILDURA CO-OPERATIVEFRUir'Co.Ltd~ 
.. (-. MILDURA 

· ... NOMIN~L CAPITAL £100,000 
PAID UP' FUNDS £62,000 

PACKERS .and SELLERS of DRIED FRUIT 
"PADLOCK BRAND" 

;'PACKERS of all classes of DRIED FRUITS 
. . .. also CITRUS and FRESH FRUIT 

ANNUAL PACK 8,000 to 12,000 TONS 
Packing Sheds : MILDURA, IRYMPLE, MERBEIN, BIRDWOOD 
.:: ,; ··.·. and CURLWAA . 
• ~' ! i I 'i • 1 ! ' ' 

Sales ·.Offices : MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, BRISBANE, LONDON 
The .Company has a complete organisation for handling 
fr,ui~ direct from the grower to the buyer and being a 
,Company capitalised entirely by growers its objects and 

interests are entirely the growers interests. If '.'::: = : : ;- =·=-=== ;:: =: = 

---~------------~~----------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

:ll{YMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 
Irymple · and Merbein 

/Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 
, .·,' At•;~rowers service in all branches of Orchard Requirements. 

Registered Land Agents 

Fire, Life and Accident 
INSURANCE AGENTS 

Afg~[lts fqr·;~.Preniiet" Box Framing i\nel~Lidjjing M:ichifl(1S lind 
Gardnet··; Waern Elevating~ Trucks. Qu.otations o.n Applic1!-tion. 

P. MALLOCH 
.·Manager 'and· Secretary 

- t •• ' ~!;_: , ;- l_,~; J; .I . 
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The . Agriculture Department ar
ranged for, .its fruit bott~ing ~xperts 
to specialise. in ~l'ied fr~ut recipes at 
their demonstratwns .wh~c~ were c~n
(lucted under the super':'ISion of MisS 
Knight. c. · • ·. • ·, · ·· . • • •·• • 

The Board is grateful to the 3;LO 
Broadcasting Company for grant~ng 
the use of its studio for broadcastmg 
wireless talks at the midday, after
noon, and night sessions, ~nd the 
speakers included Lady Irvme, the 
Honorable the Premier, the Minister 
for Agriculture, the Loi·d M,ayor, the 
Chairman of the State Rivers and 
Water Supply .Commission (Mr. C~t
tanach), the Chairman of the VI~
torian Dried Fruits Board, the Presi
dent of the A.N.A.,, the Presid~nt. of 
the Returned Soldiers' AssociatiOn, 
and Mr. Meeldng, Senior FI:uit Ins~ 
pector, Departmen~ of ~gnculture; 
Misses Pell and Kmght kmdly under
took charge of the afternoon bro!!d
casting sessions, and. devote.d. spec;II}l 
attention to featurmg dried. frmt 
i·ecipes in their talks to housewr~es. 

Slides were displayed at 176 picture 
theatres for a week prior to_and d~r
ing the currency of the campaign 
throughout the State, and the ~o
operation ~f the Ca~m·ers' .~ssocra
tion and Licenced VIctuallers Asso
ciation was also secured to the move
ment. 

A considerable sum was exp~n.ded 
by the Board upon press advertismg, 
ai1cl street hoardings, posters, and th.e 
assistance of the editors of the vari
ous daily and periodical journa~s 'Yas 
generously given to'Yards brmgmg 
the position of the mdustry before 
the public. In all its propaganda, the 

Ask Your-
LOCAL CHEMIST OR STORE 

for 
"SICKLE" Brand 

Household Disinfectant, Deodorant, 
and Fumigant; 
KILLS FLIES, 

Literature . f.roni Manufactu,l'ers
.. CUMING SMITH & co. Pty. Ltd., 
· ... 65 .W>iJJiaitkS.treet, 1\ielbgurne, co L-

The Finest Strain - ~ 
of 

.Broadleaf 
HUNTER RIVER 

L E 
In Australia 

"Pilca Butta 1
' Seed . 

This seed was selected by the 
N.S.W. Government as the Sa',11ple 
sent to London for the ~l'lt!sh 
Empire Exhibltion, for. exlnbihc;m 
of Australian products. 

This strain again secured Pirf!t 
Pl'ize at the Sydney Ro;y:al A!!'l'l
cultural Show', 1925, th1s bemg 

the second year in succession. 
"Pilca-Butta" Lucerne 

Hay always bl'ings the highest 
p1•ices on the Sydney .Market. . 

vVe have again secur.ed , t~w 
whole crop of this ,finE) stram, 
and customers can therefore .be 
assured of getting the gen':une 
Broad - leaved Hunter RIVer 
Lucerne passed by the Govern
ment here as being free from 
Dodder and other weeds. 

This Seed is specially :Re
machine Cleaned by most up-to
date machinery at our Bulk 
stores. Recent Tests show growth 
·of from 95 to 100 per. cent. 

~~------------

PRICES and SAMPLES 

Forwarded on Application 

LAW1JSOMNER 
PTY. LTD. 

Mel'~hants ·& : Nursel'y.inen, 

., 
I 

I j 
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The NIAGAM' Duster Gun 
is worth investigation. 

Used to appl1J CLOUDFORM Dusts for 
the treatment of Vine Diseases, it cuts 
the cost of pest controt and gives 

complete plant protection . 
WRITE FOR FULL INFORMATION 
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Board sought to st.ress the dietary 
value of fried fruits, and the fact 
that the successful .repatriation of 
thousands of soldier settlers is closely 
associated with the need for a con
siderably increased consumption of 
Currants, Sultanas and Lexias. A 
Slogan Competition was conducted by 
the Board, and r'esulted in a great 
deal of interest being centred on the 
campaign. The winning slogan 
read:-
"Raisins give abounding health, 
Eat them for the Common Wealth." 

Speaking of the effects of the pub
licity at the close of Dried Fruits 
Week, the Chairman of the Board 
stated that, although it was too 
early to judge the results, a consid
erable demand had been created, and, 
in one instance, a grocer reported 
that 90 per cent. of the outside orders 
booked during the Week included 
dried fruits, whilst 70 per cent. of 
shop customers purchased fruit. An
other grocer increased his sales by 
100 per cent., whilst the President of 
the Grocers' Association stated that 
he had sold more Lexias in that 
week than during any three months 
of the year. The cookery books and 
wireless talks were the means of in
clueing housewives to try new dishes, 
and the effect of the increased sales 
as the direct result of these forms of 
publicity would probably be directly 
felt during the fortnight following 
the campaign. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES TO 
AUGUST 31, 1926. 

Currants . . 1,007 tons 
Sultanas . . . . . . 2,715 , 
Lexias . . . . . . . . . . 547 , 

SIL 

s 

LONDON SALES. 

The sales of Australian Dried 
Fruits in Great Britain recorded with 
the London Agency of the Common
wealth Dried Fruits Control Board 
for the week ending September 2, re
presented:-

Currants.-178 tons, at an average 
price of £40/13/- per ton. 

Sultanas.-107 tons, at an averag·e 
price of £68/11/8 per ton. 

Lexias.-15 tons, at an average 
price of £37/19/- per ton. 

Which brings the total realisations 
to:-

Currants.-1,817 tons, at an aver
age price of £43/18/5 per ton. 

Sultanas.-3,348 tons, at an aver
age price of £71/9/5 per ton. 

Lexias.-186 tons, at an average 
price or £40/5/2 per ton. 

Advices from London show that 
the market is still very much affected 
by the trade depression, and no imme
diate improvement in the total reali
sations can be expected until industrial 
conditions improve. The quantity of 
fruit sold to date is really passing 
into steady and immediate consump
tion, and should be followed by an in
creased demand as soon as a solution 
is found for the coal difficulty. 

The London Agency strongly de
J?recate any pressure to realise on the 
part of shippers for the time being, 
and ask that the dullness of trade 
should be appreciated. At the same 
time the opinion was expressed that 
realisations to date are very satis
factory, both as regards price and 
total quantity taking everything into 
consideration. 

s 
RICE 

THE BEST IN THE WORLD 

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL STOREKEEPERS 

.I 
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Dried:Yinec fruits...,-.- Report of the 
Imperial Economic Committee 

The Hon. T. Paterson, Minister for 
Ma.,-kets and Migration, has had the 
following "News Bulletin" prepar
ed iby the Commercial and Indus
trial Sectio~Jc of his Department. 

NEWS ;.ilULLETIN -33/'26. 
: ;-'.'-'", 

T aE thil'd .. '., .... I.'eport of the Imperial 
f Economic Committee on Mar
~ keting imd Preparing for Mar

ket <if Foodst1.1ffs Produced in the 
Over~eas P!\l'ts of the Empire, has 
just been issu¢d. This report deals 
exclusively \v~th fruit, and the fol. 
lowing is a: Sl.lmmary of the section 
dealil;'!g with dried vine fruits, viz.: 
Curr~nts, Raisins and Sultanas. 
Th~ average· yield of Currants in 

the d.ried form throughout the world 
is between 29 cwt .. and 30 cwt. p.a., while 
the average· yield of the Sultana in 
the di:ied form is between 15 and 20 
cwts, per a·cre. · The average yield 
of Raisins pe1>' :acre is about 20 cwts. 
to 25 cwts., except in Spain, where 
it is ;·said to have reached only 15 
cwts .. per acre. The Currant is a 
small' black seedless Grape, while the 
Sultapa is a white seedless Grape. 
The Raisin is also a white Grape, but 
it contains seeds. 
Prese'nt Sources of United Kingdon\ 

Supplies. 
Up'to 1920 the export of Currants 

in any considerable quantity was 
limited to Greece, of Raisins to Spain, 
and of Sultanas to Turkey. Since that 
date, .however, while Greece still re
mains much the most impoi·tant Cur
rant-producing country in the world, 
Spain has lofit:her predominant posi
tion 1\nd the United States, Australia 
and South Africa have risen rapidly 
from .insignificance . to importance as 
producers and exporters of Raisins 
and S.ultanas. 

It i's interesting to . remember-in 
connection with variations in prices, 
which we shall notice later-that the 
Sultana as grown in Turkey, Austra
lia, arid South Africa, is the "true" 
Sultana, while the Californian pro- -
duct is usually one of several varie
ties of white Grape of the Sultana 
trp()._ It should also be mentioned 

. , that .the fruit grown in Spain iS' the 
Raisin, and that the decline in i3i)all
ish exports has been accompanied by 
an increase in exports from Sultana
producing countries. 

In 1924 (figures foi; 1925 aJ.'Iil not 
yet available) there were in effect 
only two sources of supply from 
which the United Kingdom obtained 
its Currants-Gteece and Australia. 
These countries, together supplied 
99.9 per cent, of the total importa
tion. Greece was much the more im
portant of the two, sending no less 
than 86 per cent. 

Currants. 
Countries Whence 

Consigned. 
Greece ..... . 
Australia . . . . 

Cwts. Per cent. 
1,158,611 86.3 

183,134 13.6 
Total (frQm all 

sources) .. · .. 1;342,293 100.0 
Re-exports . . 65,597 
Net Imports. . . . 1,276,696 
The United Kingdom Trade Statis

tics do not differentiate between 
Raisins and Sultanas-both are in
cluded under "Raisins." Although in 
1924 the United Kingdom obtained 
mQst of its supplies of Raisins and 
Sultanas from foreign sources, the 
la1'gest· individual supplier was Aus
tralia, which sent nearly one-third of 
the total importation. South Africa 
sent a small quantity. The main 
foreign suppliers were Turkey 
(Smyrna), the United States of 
America (California), Spain, and 
Greece. Full particulars of the im
ports of Raisins and Sultanas for 
1925 are riot yet available, but the 
following statistics giving the im
portation from certain countries are 
of interest:~ 

Countries Whence 
Consigned. 

Australia ..... . 
Cwts. Per cent. 
354,647 31.3 

36,705 3.2 
178,597 15.8 

South Africa .. 
Spain . . . . . . . . 
Greece (excluding 

Crete) . . 31,860 2.8 
. 9.9 
32.5 

100.0 

Turkey . . . . . . . . . 112,497 
United States . . . . 368,864 

Total (all.sources) 1,133,462 
Re-exports . . . . 60,591 
Net imports . . . . 1,072,871 
It will be noticed that in 1925 the 

United States of America was the 
principal source of supply of Raisins 
to the United Kingdom. 

Not only because there is no smarter hat in 
the world, but because that smartness remain3 
over a long period of service, is the Woodrow 

the first choice of an Empire. 

At all Good Men's Stores 

'i' 

: :··· 

:'' 
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Thii tables contai~ed ill the report 
show the great development of Aus
tralia as a' producing country. It 
suppl~ed only .7 per cent. of the total 
importations · for · the quinanennial 
period ending· .-1913, and nearly \>l• 

third of the total in 1924 and 1!J:::u. 
South Africa,- too, has largely in
creased its supplies to the United 
Kingdom, although it still occupies a 
somewhat unimportant position. The 
increased supplies from these two 
Dominions have done much to modify 
the pre-War positionwhen the United 
Kingdom relied almost entirely upon 
foreign countries, for its supplies. In 
1924, 62.9 - per cent.- came 'from 
foreign countries, as against 98.2 per 
cent., in the quinquennium ending· 
1913. 

Consumption in United Kingdom. 
The consumption of Currants per 

head per annum of the population of 
the United Kingdom· for the quin
quen'nium ending 1904, was 2.7 lbs., 
.and for the quinquennium ending 
1913, 3.0 lbs. The consumption per 
head for the year 1923, was 3.7 lbs.; 
for 1924, 3.2 lbs., and for 1925, 3.1 
lbs. The consumption of Raisins and 
Sultanas per head per annum of the 
population (figures showing consump
tion per head of all three classes of 

fruits-Currants; Raisins and Sul
tanas-in parenthesis) for the quin
quennium ending 1904, was 1.7 lbs. 
(4.!1 lbs), and _fQr the quinquennium 
ending 1913, 1.7 lbs. (4.7 lbs.). · The 
consumption per head for the year 
1923 was 2.5 lbs. ( 6.2 lbs.), for 1924 
2.5 lbs. (5.7 lbs.), and for 1925 2.7 
lbs. (5.8 lbs.). 

(To be Continued.) 
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! HIGHEST GRADE 1 
: 1 
I I 
~ CRAWFORD'S W~ISI<:Y i 
• • 
I HENNESSY'S BRANDY I] 
~ 1 
! Heidsieck's Dry Monopole 11 

! CHAMPAGNE ! 
1 ! 
I SEAGER'S DRY GIN 1 
~ ~ 
I BENIDICTINE (Liqueur) I 
1 : 
! " DRUMMER " I 
I GUINNESS' STOUT I 
! ! 
• • I Agents: I 
• I ! GOLUN & CO. PTY. LTD. 1 
~ l 
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Packing Companies 
write for your seasons quotations 

CARBONATE OF POTASH 96/98'~~ 
OLIVE OIL 

Indent or 

CAUSTIC SODA 98% (Greenbacks) 
Pure French CAUSTIC POTASH 

Spot Prices -----

JAMES HARDIE & Co.Pty. Ltd. 581 LlT. coLLINs sT. 
MELBOURNE 

. Box 4502 G.P.O. Telegrams: "HARDIE" MELBOURNE • Phone : Cer.t. 8636 (8 lines) 
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