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R. F. Trott. 
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M. Simes), the General Secretary. 
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Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board: Messrs. R. H. Gilbert (Chairman). Members-F. Malloch, M.B E. (Marketing) J. R. 
Gordon, J. McKay (Commercial), H. D. Howie, O.B.E., E. J. Casey, E. N. Seary, A. S. G. Watt, L. B. O'Donnell H. H. Goodman, 
F. T. Hand (Growers), J, F. Wearne (Secretary). 

Victorian Dried Fruits Board: Messrs. P. J. Moloney (Chairman), F. M. _Road. M.Agr.Sc. (Deputy), S. R. Mansell, H. V. Davey, 
A. Rawlings, D. A. Cockroft, D. E. Barry Wood {Grower Members), Mrs. E. M. Suffern (S~cretary). 

Dried Fruits Board (South Australia): 'Messrs. F. M. McMillan (Chairman). A. G. Stricldand, M.Agr.Sc. (Deputy), J. R. Jemison, 
C. W. Till, R. J. Ward (Grower Members), P. N. Fleming, F.C.I.S. (Secretary). 

New South Wales Dried Fruits Board: Messrs. G. J. Evatt (Chairman), L. B. O'Donnell, Hon. T. Steele, M L.C., J. J. Murdoch, P. c. Cox 
(Grower Members). 

Dried Fruits Board (W.A.): Messrs. E. S. Watt (Chairman), J. Duff, G. McD. Edgecombe, G. E. Hawke, W. H. Taylor (Grower 
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EditO!tia£ 
THE VITAL SPRAYING PROGRAMME 

In a buyer's market, the important considerations are qual~ty and pr~ce. The Industry iS facing_ a period of 
keen competition overseas in over-supplied markets where the pr1ce factor lS such that there is an imperative-need to 
meet the competition by increased yield per acre of go9d quality fruit. -

One of the dangers r·esultant · frOni slow sales and restricted finance has been the tendency to save expenditure 
on the spraying programme. Over the years a serious inroad of pests has been made to the extent that appreciable 
areas are a menace in many settlements. 

·R'eports from packing houses show that too much fruit is being delivered "subject to re-treatment" the cost 
of which would more than pay for the spraying that was not done at the vital time. ' 

Sound cultural practice can he negative if the inceased yield is jeopardised by a t'lazy" spraying complex. 
Often the grower who neglects to spray or dust his property creates a "donor area" from whence the pests 

spread to adjacet:tt properties. This particularly applies to oidium. It can apply to many of the pests. 
In this issUe recommendations are made for disease and pest control. The important thing to note is the vital 

need to apply the preventative measures at the correct periods applicable to the habits of the enemy. Prevention ie 
the cu're. · 

QUALITY CURRANTS ESSENTIAL 
Before the 1954 harvest seaso"n The A.D.F.A. issued important war:riings to growers on the need to produce a 

better grade of Currant that would compete successfully with selected Grecian expo:r:ts. The warning was mainly 
directed to harvesting practice. However, efforts by growers were greatly defeated through a. heat wave, damaging 
rains and atta·ck ·by the Vine Bunch Mite. Reference is made in this issue to control of this pest, which is still active 
on the vines in many areas. The result is that the Currant is at a serious disadvantage in the heavily- supplied ov:er
seas markets, where quality- creates sales. 

Pruning is an iinportant attribute to quality. Those who have avoided "rubbish" shoots by concentrating 
on the growth from the main spurs take the profit margin for quality. 

On many blocks where Sultanas predominate, the Currant pruning was left to men on a piece-work rate, 
who were concerned only in making a good cheque. Their work should have ~een gone over and a proper job 
assured, as it is this standard of rush pruning that is do\ng so much harm. 

The problem is for growers to decide; and a good decision is to concentrate on owner-pruning and bring 
the vine back to quality production. · 

The following business was considered by the Board of Management at their April and June meetings. All 
meetings were held in Melbourne under the chairmanship of Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E. On each occasion the full 
Board was present. 

Pack Estimates,· Season 1954 
Ai the 21st July, the Australian Vine Fruits pack was 

estimated at 13;016 tOns of Currants, 61,761 tons of 
Sultanas, 13,842 tons of Le;Jdas; a total of 88,619 tons. 
The total tonnage showed increases of 2536 tons and 862 
tons respectively over the April and June estimates. 

Final Pack, Season 1953 
Final pack amounted to 97,197 tons, the highest sinc·e 

the- record year of 1944. 

Tariff Enquiry 
Further evidence was given in Sydney on 8th April 

opposing an import duty on boxes and box shooks. 

Extensiori Service 
The result of the gradual developments between local 

A.D.F .A. Committees, the C.S.I.,R.O. and the Victorian 
Department of Agriculture in regard to an improved 
extension service to growers is awaited. 

Plain Currants 
Commencing with ·season 1954 this new grade has be-en 

established. · 
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Price Reductions 
As from 5th May, the Commonwealth prices for Lexias 

and bulk Seeded Raisins were reduced by !ld. lb., and 
Seeded Raisins packets by 9d. per dozen. 

Rebate on· Exported Foods 
The Dried Fruits rebate on Fruit Cake, Plum Puddings 

and Mi:ricemeat exported during Season 1953 amounted 
to £5887. Fruit used was 315 tons. The rebate for Season 
1954 is 3d. lb. 

Interstate Charges Fund 
For Season 1954 growers' retention rates are £4/2/6 

per ton for Victoria and N.S.W. (River Murray), and 
£5/7/6 per ton for South Australia. 

Unsold Stocks, Season 1953 
Thirty-eight tons of crown grade and 27 tons of M.F. 

Currants, and 343 tons of Seedless Lexias unsold in 
April have since been cleared. 

Sales Tax 
T.he Federal Treasurer has been a_Sked, as a-. means_ of 

· incl·easing the use of Dried Frl;lits ·by _Manufacturers, to 
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abolish sales tax on food products containing Dried 
Fruits. 

Services by B.C.P.O. 
In view of the -exceUent services rendered to the 

Industry by the British Comnionwealth Producers' 
Organisation, the Association, on request from B.C.P.O., 
increased its corporate membership subscription to 
£E3/3/- per annum. 

Overseas Tour 
A suggestion by the Australian Overseas Travel Ser

Vic-e Pty. Ltd. that a tour to producing areas in America, 
and possibly Europe, be organised for Dried Fl'Uits 
growers during 1955, was given tacit _approval, subject 
to the Travel Service Co. providing more detailed infor
mation. 

Economy of the Industry 
The effect of the -over-planting of Lexias and the 

possibility of seeking a government subsidy is reviewed 
in this issue. 

Frost Prevention 
Pending the result of experiments __ with the "Jetom" 

wind machine at Berri (S.A.), the Cardross and Red 
Cliffs Frost Club (Vic.) do not intend to proceed with 
the erection of their own machine. 

Distillery Fruit, Season 1954 
The Minister for Customs has been asked to give the 

requisite permission for sub-standard Dried Fruits to 
be acquired by distilleries; 

Honours by H.M. The Queen 
Congratulations were _exte_nded to Dr. Sir Ian Cluni~s

Ross, Chairman of C.S.I.R.O., on being created a ~.B., 
and to Mr. P.eter Newcomen, member of the Common
wealth Tariff Board, who received a C.B.E. 

A letter of sympathy was sent to Sir Arthur Fad,den, 
Federal Treasurer, concerning his recent accident. 

Next Board Meetings 
To be held in Melbourne on 14th-17th September, 

and 4th-8th November. The Publicity Sub-Committee 
will meet on the same dates. 

The Committee met in Mildura on 11th May unde;,· the chairmanship of Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E., and again 
in Melbourne on 29th June, when Mr. D. E. Barry Wood took the Chair._ Mr. J. W. Manchester was unavoidably 
absent from the Mildura !p_eeting, while Messrs. Jemison and Newton did not attertd the June meeting as it dealt 
almost exclusively with Prunes. 

Packs 
Season 1954 estimated packs for all varieties not only 

showed increases over the previous season, but increases 
on earlier estimates. 

Distribution 
A summary of .sales by markets for Season 1953 was 

examined and allocations for SeaSon 1954 were made. 

Empire Preference 
The Commonwealth Government has been asked to 

s-eek re-instatement ·of tariff preferences in Empire 
countries. 

Price Reduction 
Prunes, in counts 60/70-100/120, were reduced in 

Commonwealth market price as from 17th May. On 30th 

June, New Zealand prices for 70/80-100/120 were also 
reduced. 

Proxy Exports 
Agents are to accept proxy exports between themselves 

in respect to sales of Prunes. 

Peaches for Canning 
The Fruit Industry Sugar Concession Committee would 

not agree to reduce the price of fresh "Elberta" Peaches 
to £28 per ton, with the result that dried production has 
more than doubled itself for S-easOn 1954. 

Exporting Prunes in Sacks 
The Committee opposed this proposal as it would even

tually prove detrimental to the Australian Industry. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~A~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~···~~ 

~ ~ 
i IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. i 
i ~ i Operating in ...,. 
t MILDURA, IRYMPLE, MERBEIN, RED CLIFFS ~ 

I PACKERS OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS ~ 
~ Vineyard Implements and Requisites Supplied_ I 
l
+l Properties Financed and Supervised ! 

PROPERTY SALESMEN ; 
• (+ 

I Agents for ~ 

General Accident Fire and Life Assurance Corpn. Ltd. ~ 

i · T. & G. Mutual Life Assurance Society Ltd. - · : 

+l .. 
·~·~~~~~~~~~·~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~~~~~~~··~~~~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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S.A. River District Council 
Mr. H. H. Stone presided at the meeting ·on 23rd Jun-e. 

It was reported that alterations to Lock 4 would cost 
£15,000 to £20,000. State Conference is to be asked to 
seek an alignment of the S.A. Dried Fruits Act with other 
State Boards' Acts. The S.A. Board have been asked to 
confer. Expressions of condolence were recorded at the 
passing of Mr. A. J. Chapman. Criticisms of A.D.F.A. 
expansion policy have been forwarded to Head Office for 
further attention. It was suggested an "A.D.F.A. News 
Column" be run in the "Murray Pioneer." Disappoint~ 
ment was expressed that only £50 had been donated from 
A.D.F.A. publicity funds to the M.V.D.L. exhibit at the 

Adelaide Royal Show. The chairman reported on A.D.F.A. 
publicity -efforts to date. State Conference has been called 
for 20th September at Waikerie. Messrs. Malloch, O'DOn
nell and Simes (A.D.F.A. Board members) will address 
growers' meetings at Loxton (22nd September) and Berri 
(23rd September). · 

Executive Appointmetits 

Mildura District Council. Mr. J. R. Gordon (Chairman), 
Mr. J. McKendrick (Acting Secretary), and Messrs. J. 
Henshilwood, H. F. Thomas, W. F. Middleton, W. J. 
Kirwin, E. C. Orton, C. L. Carey, L. B. O'Donnell, J. W. 
Bailey, M. W. D. Firth. 

BOARD MEMBERS TO VISIT AREAS 
The Board of Management, in continuance of its policy 

to visit producing areas and make first-hand contact 
with growers at sp-ecially arranged meetings, has fixed 
the- following itinerary for this year. 

Berri (S.A.) 

2rd Septemb-er: Messrs. P. Malloch (Board Chairman), 
L. B. O'Donnell and R. M. Simes. 

Mid-Murray 
6th-7th September: Messrs. L. B. O'Donnell, L. G. 

Cameron and J. H. Gordon. 
Robinvale: 6'th September, at 8 p.m. 
Goodnight: 7th September, a.t 2 p.m. 
Nyah: 7th September, at 8 p.m. 
As some of the Board members are also on the Export 

Control Board arrangements have been made for ad
dresses on export problems. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL 
The 32nd Annual M-eeting has been fixed for 9th-11th 

November in Melbourne, and will be held at the "Dor
chester" •Reception Room in Alexandra Gardens. 

The Minister for Commerce has been invited to 
address delegates, but there is some doubt at this date 
whether the sitting of Parliament will permit him to do 
so. If he is unabl-e to attend it is- hoped that Mr. J. G. 
Crawford, Secretary of the Department of Commerce 
will be availabl-e in his stead. 

While an Agenc!a has not yet been formulated the 
Board intend to sUbmit the following amendments tG 
Rules and Regulations. 

Rule 20 (a). That Packers and Packers' AsSociations 
should now be included in the provision that any matter 

or item affecting the general policy of the Association 
shall be first referred to the Board of Management. 

Rule 35 (d). That as Rule 30 (e) now provides for 
nominations to the Board of Management to close with 
the General Secretary twenty-one days before the da:y 
of election, Rule 35 (d) be amended so that this form of 
business need not come to Fed-eral Council through a 
State Conference, or the Board of Management. 

STATE CONFERENCES 
South Australian District Councils have decided to 

hold their conference· at Waikerie -on 20th September. 
No Victorian conference will be held this year. Rea:olu- -

tions for Fed.eral Council will be accepted by --the Board 
of Management direct from District Councils. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark for the Co-operative Packing and 
Processing Of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
--Dried and Fresh Fruit--

Timber, Hardware, Produce and General Merchants 
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

~====================~~ 
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VINE BUNCH MITE ATTACKS VINES 

R-eports from scientists indicate that the presence of this Mite on Currants and Gordos will have an adverse 
effect on maturation and quality. The attaek is sporadic, but should be met ·by all growers with the use of a 
dormant Lime Sulphur spray at a strength of one in ten soon after pruning, This is based on Preventative treat
ment, as there seems 'no curative spray that ,can be safely applied on the shoots carrying the ripening bunches. First 
indications of the attack are a discoloration of the bunch stems, a spreading into the bunch stalks and then to the 
adjac·ent bunches, which wilt prematurely. The Mite (T.eriuipalpus Australia) is .discernible, through a strong 
glass, at th-e base of the spurs. To the eye it can be confused with Oi-dium. 

D:strict Supervisor's Report 

Th~ "Sunraysia Daily" reports Mr. R. Robe1·rts, Vic
torian Department of Agriculture ;District Orchard Super
visor on the damage caused to Currants and Gordos 

. through the Vine Bunch Mit~. 

·At first it had been thought that the trouble was cause{! 
by the fungus disease Oidium, .but inspection had shown 
a heavy infestation of the Vine Bunch Mite (Tenuipalpus 
Australia). · 

In some blocks this pest had been the obvious caus-e 
of ·crop loss in Currants and Gordos, but in others the 
damage was not so apparent. 

The prese_nce of the Mite could well be a factor in 
the prodUction of poorer quality fruit, as bunches 
affected seldom reached full maturity, 

Mr.- Roberts said an examination of affected vines 
showed a blackening and scurfing round the base of the 
canes along the can.es, and along the bunch stalks. 

The mite was so small that a magnifying glass was 
required to definitely identify it. 

Berries on the bunches attacked by the Mite wilt -pre
maturely, especially at the bottom of the bunch. 

A dormant Lime Sulphur spray at a strength of one 
in ten at bud swell stage. had effectively controlled the 
pest in the past, and growers who had an inf.~station of 
mite would be well ~dvised to apply the dormant spray 
after pruning, said Mr. Roberts. 

Mr. Penman's Comments 

The adult of the vine-berry or bunch mite (Tenuipalpis 
californicus) is red in colour and is almost invisible to 
the unaided eye. It is a flattened species an,d is usually 
sluggish in its movements. 

These mites commonly infest the bunches, but they 
may also be foun-d on the under-surfaoes of leaves which 
are in close contact with the bunches. No appreciable 
damage to the foliage, howev-er, has been noted. 

The stalks and pedicels of the bunches may be severely 
damaged, the injury showing as ·a brownish :to black 
discoloration of the cuticle. This sometimes results in 
the shrivelling of some of the berries, 'particularly those 
at the apex of the_ bunch. 

As· a T€sult of the injury the stalks and pedicels shriv-el 
very Soon after the bunches are cut, and this gives the 
impression that the bunches have been cut for a con
siderable time, and thus affects ,their market value. 

Occasionally, the berries are also damaged, the injury 
appearing on their surfaces as a brownish incrustation, 
which sometimes cracks and becomes reticulated. 

This mite is widespread in coastal vineyards, but in 
the Murrumbidg·ee Irrigation Area the damage caused by 
it is mo1·e severe. 
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In addition to grapes, it has been recorded feeding on 
camellia, choko, citrus, dock, fuchsia, hydrangea, rhubarb, 
sweet potato, tomato, tre-e privet and other plants. 

Mr. Webster, of the Merbein Research Station 
also comm-ents on the considerable damage done to 
shoots, bunch stems, and fruit of Currant vines in most 
irrigation districts of Victoria by the Vine Bunch Mite 
(Tenuipalpis australis), 

After the brown marks on the stems and shoots had 
appeared a number of miticides we1·e applied to Currant 
vin-es. No conclusions were reached as no further 
damage was apparent on any of the vines. It was 
realised that the main Uamage had been done earlier. 

Examination in June of Currant, Gordo and Doradillo 
vines which had shown damage last season, 1·eveal-ed 
many of the mites beneath the scales at the base of the 
spurs. 

A .trial will be carried out using various miticides as 
doTmal.~ ana early sllmmer spl'ays, in an enacavour to 
control the Vine Bunch mite~ 

Waltham Buds and Mites 
Mr. Webster also advises that buds from spurs of 

Waltham vines in the Woorinen area were again examined 
tor fruitfulness and for the presence of mites. The 
fruitfulness was found to be about the same as last 
season, about 15% at bud one, 30 o/o at bud 2, and 
50o/o at buds 3, 4, and 5. -

61 o/o of the buds contained mites compared with 40 o/o 
in 1953 and 64% in 1952. 

The significance of the pr-esenc-e of the mites (very 
like erinose mites) is not understood as, in one instance 
where a dOl'mant Lime Sulphur spray and two foliage 
sprays w-ere appli-ed and where no erinose galls were 
present in summer, 65% mite inf•ection was found in 
June. 

MEALY BUG 
Mr. W. John \Vebster, of the ·Merbcin Research Sta

tion. advises that although by no means as widespread 
as in the previous season, there were a number of reports 
of the presence of Long-tailed Mealy bugs on Sultana 
vines an-d fruit in most districts. 

A t.rial to control th-e insect hy means of a winter 
Spray showed again that there was lik-ely to be an increase, 
of the bugs by the use of strong inse'cticides such as 
HE605" and D.D.T. 

Howev·er, sprays used in Dec-ember were found to kill 
the young mealy bugs that were found sheltering near 
vines on the backs of the leaves. 

Grow-el'S who have areas where mealy bugs persist 
should inspect the leaves during the spring and summer 
and apply a spray such as "E605," D.D.T. or H.E.T.P. 
("Hexane") when t-he young mealy bugs are first seen 
and appear to· be in the most vulnerable stage. 
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CONTROL OF BLACK SPOT OF THE VINE 
Mr. F. Penman has kindly provided the following in

formation for growers:-
Recent tests of fungicides for control of Black Spot 

of the vine have confirmed the early opinions formed at 
the Research Station that Ziram is the most suitable of 
those available at present for Murray Valley conditions. 

A trial carried out on the Station ·by Mr. P. May, in 
1953, on a field which had- been badly infected during 
1962 showed -excellent control by the use of dormant 
applications (8th September), followed by foliage sprays, 
in the following combinations, "in which first-named of 
each pair is the- dormant application:-

P.M.C.-Ziram; Ziram-Ziram; Thiram-Thiram; Lime 
Sulphur-Lime Sulphur;, Acid Iron Swab-Bordeaux. 

All these treatments, for which the foliage sprays were 
applied on 23rd· September, 9th, 23rd October, and 4th 
December, prevented any significant infection. 

When dormant spraying was omitted from .the treat
ment Ziram was the only one of five matenals tested 
which prevent-ed any significant infection. 

Lime sulphur, at 1 in 10 for dormant applicati~~ and 
1 in 40 to 1 in 60 for foliage sprays, gave ~u_rl?l'lsmgly 
good control. Because of its value as a mitiCide, and 
the widespread attack on grapes by mit~s last season, 
there is a strong case for use of lime sulphur in t~e 
coming winter, and it i~ ~seful to kn?w that the fungi
cidal effect of this trad1t10nal spray IS so good, at ~ny 
rate as regards control of Black Spot. 

Ziram was used in the above trials a~ the . stand~rd 
rate ,of 1i lb. per 100 gall?ns .. Recent d1scusswns Wit~ 
Mr. R. H. Taylor, of the VIctonan _Dep_artment of Agn
culture, have indicated that a forthcommg ~epartmental 
recommendation for Black Spot control Will b~ based 
on the use of Ziram at 1~ lbs./100 gallon~ ~unng the 
week of bud~burst, fo11owed by ty.r? further SII?Ilar sprays 
at fortnightly intervals. Additional spraymg b~yond 
that programme would depend on weather or particular 
district conditions. 

Our Editor's COmments 
Further to the recomm~ndations issued by the Nyah~ 

Woorinen Research Committee last year on ,the .use of 
the organic Thiram and Ziram sprays, together With the 
use of P.M.C. as a dormant spray, it is now stated by 
Mr. R. H. Taylor, Pathologist in the Biology Branch of 
the Victorian - Agricultural Department, that the use 
of P.M.C. can be dispensed with in favour of one of 
the sprays at bud-burst. Mr. Taylor, w_ho col"l:ducted 
the trials over some years at Nyah-Woormen With the 

assistance of the Research Committee, states that Thiram 
an:d Ziram have the same basis, but to the latter is 
added some zinc which can have some benefit to the 
vine. His -recommendation is for the use of Ziram 
which has giVen some 99 o/o protection. 

The timing for the spr'ayi:r.1gs at strength of one and a 
half pounds per hundred gallons is:-

1st Spray. At 5% bud~burst, It is important 
to spray as soon as the buds begin to burst. 
'2nd and 31-d Spray: On the fourteenth and twenty
,eighth days respectively. 

Further Recommendations 

Spray before rain if possible and before irrigation, 
but try at all -costs to keep as close as possible to the 
14-day interval, as this is the limit of protection from 
a spraying. 

Ziram will stand up to reasonable falls of rain, and 
there is no need to re-spray, except in extreme con.:. 
ditions. Use a pressure of approximately 20~ lbs. ~nd 
at a gallonage of 10-15 per acre. at bud-burst, mcreasmg 
to 30 gallons' for third spray. 

If bad weather continues after third spraying further 
applications might be warranted. It was . found at 
Woorinen that three main sprays were effective. (See 
notes on Downy Mildew.) 

Mr. Taylor stated that two ~actors vital to succ.ess 
from a district aspect were the need to have spraymg 
done at the proper time on all blocks. The unsprayed 
block was a menace to those around. Regard the spray 
as a- preventative. 

"It is noted that there ar·e many proprietary brands 
covering Thiram which is the basis. This applied to 
many other pest and disease preventatives and was con
fusing to growers," said Mr. Taylor. 

Downy Mildew 

The recommendation at present is Bor.deaux, tw~ of 
which applications sho'uld follow up the Ziram spraymgs 
if conditions ar-e threatening. Mr. Taylo~ feels reason~ 
ably sure that Ziram will give the protectiOn, but states 
that the Department is not ready to make a recommenda
tion- until further trials are made at Burnl-ey and R~ther
glen. At these trials, and others, further tests will be 
made with Zineb as a general purpose spray for Black 
Spot and Downy Mild-ew. This s~bstance h~s . given 
excellent :results on mould conb-ol m late var1ettes of 
grapes for storage and transport. 

THE SUPPLY OF NITROGEN 
Contributed by Mr. A. V. Lyon, Mildura from "Sunraysia: Daily," 29/6/54. 

The supply of nitrog.en to plants can be discussed from several angles. Of the total nitrogen in soils, portion 

is in available form. 1 th t th 1 nts 
th ·1 bl portion soil organisms are continually breaking down the compounc s so a e P a From e unavai a e , ~ . 

can use them, 

only 

· sourc-es of supply, and are viewed as supplementary to Additions to the total nitrogen come fron: legu~mnous the nitrogen already in the soil. . . 
cover cr6ps, which hav-e the power of fixmg mtrogen The need for this additional supply will obv10usly vary_ 
from the air; and fr.om farmya_rd ma~ure, compost· or according to_ the nitrogen status of the s.oil. . 
any bulky organic material brought m from outside It is possible for a soil to have sufficient mtrogen ~o 
sources. the e-xtent that applications, of, say, sulphate of ammoma 

More i·ecent researches show a contribution from the do not produce additional crop responses in some years. 
air, nitrogenous substances being coll~cte? and held by Field exp-eriments have been used to determine _whether 
cellulose material on the surface of the soil. nitrogenous fertiliser will l_ift the :yields. of hortlcul~ldal 

· dd. · t th th plants·, and in most cases It has giVen mcreased· yie s. 
Nitrogenous fertilis-ers are in a 1tton :o_:_:•:s~e:_:o:.==•:=r_.:_:::::::::_ _:_----------=-----------~::-:-::-
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This experience is universal, including the irrigate-d soils 
of the Murray Valley. 

There are cases wher-e nitrogenous fertilisers have not 
increased yields, possibly because there was already 
ample nitrogen, but more probably because other yield 
factors have operated and complicated the result. 

Status of Soils 
The -available nitrogen in soils, and also the total 

nitrogen, is a fluctuating quantity. The nitrogen of the 
air is a basic supply, brought to the soil by the nitrifying 
bacteria of the legumes. 

. There is also some return of nitrogenous substances in 
the air by rain. These minute particles make _only a 
small contribution: but are considered important for the 
drier regions where legumes do not grow. 

With intensive culture, such as our vineyards, the 
return of plant material to the soil also returns some of 
the nitrogen which the plants have taken out. 

With all these natural methods there is a gradual de
pletion of soil nitrogen; and this depletion is balanced 
by the nitrogen taken from the air by legumes and by 
chemical fertilisers. 

Not all the nitrogen is in weeds and cov.ei' crops 
retained when put in the soil. There are denitrifying 
as well as nitrifying bacteria; and some of the nitrogen 
is lost to the air. 

Our horticultural routine recognises and is based, on 
the nitrogen cycle. In yeai'S when neither cover crops 
nor artihcial fertilisers are used, the plants will still 
gL'OW, but they are using and depleting the nitrog-en 
reserves in the soil. 

It is sound policy, and a safeg·uard for the future, to 
return nitrogen to the soil every year in the- cover crops. 

The nitrogenous fertilisers come into the picture by 
providing further supplies, which in many cases give 
more growth and more fruit on horticultural plants. 

Supply 
Most plants take up considerable nitrogen at early 

Spring growth. 

It is a universal experience for horticultural plants 
that soil nitrogen is necessary at this stage. 

There are many expe-rimental I'·ecords showing 
increased yields by Spring applications of nitrogenous 
fertilisers; and evidence that plants, including citrus, 
may benefit by later applications as well. 

Soil analyses -for available nitrogen have helped to 
clarify the picture. Taking the case of cover crop·s in 
alternate rows, there is little available nitrogen in the 
soil under the cover crops; but considerabl-e quantities in 
the alternate row if -cultivated and kept clear of woods 
at this period, 

The nitrifying bacteria require moisture, air, and a 
suitable temperature to do this work efficiently; and if 
thl:se con1, twns prevail in the alternate rows in early 
Spring there is a natural nitrogen supply to offset the 
nitrogen locked up in the cover crops. 

The soil analyses have shown that the nitrogen in the 
cover crops becomes available later. 

Our early- Spring requirements for the vines are there
fore met_ by clean cultivation to ensure patural avail
ability on alternate rows, plus application of nitrogenous 
fertilisers. 

WEED CONTROL IN IRRIGATION CHANNELS 
By A. L. Tisdall, M.Ag.Sc., Chief Irrigation Officer, S.R. & W.C. 

(With acknowledgments "to "Aqua"-May, 1954) 

. . .We~ds ar.e .a very real problem in irrigation chaimels and drains, not only in Australla, but also wher·ever· 
IrrigatiOn Is pract1sed, They can hold up the flow of water to such an extent that- a channel could be carrying 
only half the water for which it is designed. This means that the district to which the water is going is only 
getting half the amount it wants, which in hot weather would cause serious hold-ups in irrigation. 

Weeds have another effect in irrigation channels-they cause the channel to run fuUer than it should· there 
is more of the bed and banks for water to soak through, and so losses tend to inc11ease. ' 

Then, too, they block drains which carry the water 
away from irrigated land, both after irrigation or after 
heavy rain. If these drains are not working properly, 
drainage water cannot get away quickly enough, B.nd 
we get flooding. 

-The obvious question that will be asked is, "Why not 
concrete·~ line all our channels? That would cut soakage 
losses and we~d control to a minimum. The answer is 
equally simple: it would GOSt too much. I was told in 
America in 1951 that despite the ,enormous development 
in irrigation projects in that country, still only 4% of 
their channels were lined, and the figure would not be 
very different to-day, In Australia the position is similar. 
We can only afford to concrete-line channels where water 
is scarce and producing a high value product, such as 
along the Murray River, where water is pumped for 
dried fruit and citrus production, and in small compact 
districts such as Bacchus Marsh and Werribee. Even 
in concrete channels, weeds can still be a nuisance, 
although they are of a different type· known as blanket 
weeds. And so the problem of we-ed growth will be with 
us for a long time yet. 

Various mechanical methods such as cutting, raking 
and clearing with an excavator are widely used. but they 
are _all costly in labour or equipment and afford only 
temporary relief. 
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Over the last three years the Commission's Irrigation 
Branch has been carrying out a programme of experi_
mental work on the chemi-cal control of quite a few of 
these weeds which block up our drains, channels and 
natural waterways, 

There is another aspect which should be- mentione,d 
before dealing with the work that has been done: If one 
variety of weed is killed, there is always the possibility 
that others will take its place. The principle that "nature 
abhors a vacuum" is well illustrated in this work. If' 
the new weeds are easier to 'control than the first one, 
well and good, but we have already had cases where they 
were not. This pr-inciple must always be borne in mind. 

The problem in Victoria is quite clear. There are 
four. important types of water weeds: Cumbungi, Water 
Couch grass, Jointed Tush, and also th-e group known as 
submersed weeds. 

The weed control problem really amounts to devising 
economical and eft'ectiv,e means for handling these four 
so experiments have been concentrated mainly on them: 
but there are also- a number of others which sometimes 
cause local troubles,· and th-ese have come in for some 
attention. · 

Trials have been made, under practical field condi
tions, with most of the available non-poisonous weed
killers. Poisonous types of weed-killers are not used; 
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in fact, th~y are not even considered. 
humans and stock is to_o great. 

The risk to 

.B irst, a word about Cumbungi. This is the same as the 
bullrush that Moses was hidden in, so it hM been with 
us for a long time. Our first work in chemical control 
was done in a number of parts of the State, but mainly 
at Woorinen near Swan J:Iill, and at Tongala, in the 
Goulburn Valley. The best of the 60 odd chemicals 
tested is one ot the hormone sprays, and it is quite safe 
for use in pasture districts but it eannot be used near 
vines or other susceptible' crops, as the chemical is 
volatile and the vapour may cause damage. However, 
there are "non-volatile" ho1'mones, which have been 
tested on Cumbungi at W oorinen and found to -be effec
tive. Only one of these is so far available in Australia. 

Even when using these "non-volatile" hormones it is 
important to avoid direct drift of spray -droplets' on to 
su~scepLUJ1e crops, so it would not be safe to spray on a 
day· when the wind is blowing towards the vines. 

Both these chemicals are non-poisonous to man, 
animals and fish, nonwcorrosive, easy to mix, and nonw 
intlammable when mixed. The total cost of spraying is 
less than 5/- per chain i:p. an average waterway, which 
is about the same as the cost of a single cutting, but 
spraying is effective for a mu-ch longer period, and 
may give a 95 o/o or .even 100% kill of the shoots. There 
are certain limitations to the use of these spray materials, 
and improvements are still possible, but in the meantime 
it seems that Cumbungi control is practicable and cheap, 
and ·we have now reached the stage when these methods 
are being used in large-scale tests in many of our 
Irrigation Districts. All reports so far this season have 
been very satisfactory and it seems that total eradication 
of this weed will be possible. 

Water Couch grass, also known as Silt grass or Disti
chum, is a very bad weed in northern areas. So far we 
have not found a chemical to give satisfactory control 
at an economical cost, but a number of encouraging 
leads give us hope that one will be found, and these leads 
are being vigorously followed up. 

The group of submersed weeds includes a number of 
different types known by such local names as pondweed, 
cat-tail and ribbon weed. The type of chemical which 
has shown most promise with these is the group known 
as aromatics, which are by-products of the petroleum 

industry. Th!=!se are pumped into the flowing water so 
as to make a milky -emulsion WhiCh is carri€d ·-dq~ns
tream. Up to 60 chains (i.e three-qua1·ters of a mi-le) 
of channel has been cleared with one application. 

The main trouble with these aromatic chemicalS is the 
cost of the materials, and further trials are -being con
ducted to try and lower this cost. Laboratory tests 
have also been carried out with these chemicals and an 
indication of their effectiveness has been .obtai~ed · ··but 
so far it ha& not been possible to confirni thes-e te~ts in 
the field. This laboratory screening has indicated one 
or two cheaper sources of aromatics, which are now being 
tested on a larg~r scale, These treatments also .kill fish 
and yabbies, and the Fisheries and Game Department 
is being kept in touch wi~h the work. 

The· next weeds to be consid-ered are the rushes. M_ost 
types of rushes grow just above the water-line and 
consequently do not obstruct channel systems. Two which 
prefer moist conditions and which usually grow in beds 
of shallow drains are Jointed rush and Spiked rush. 
Jointed rush is common in the Maffra district, but it is 
also distributed t.hroughout northern areas. Spiked rush 
is widely distributed, but is not a very serious problem. 

We have found that Jointed rush can be effectively 
controlled quite cheaply with another of the hoi-nione 
sprays, and the treatment is now accepted practice in 
the Maffra district. 

'These are the main weed problems. Of course, there 
are numbers- of others which are impol'tant iri different 
localities, and quite- a .few of them have received some 
attention. · 

Some success has been achieved with chemical control 
of willows in rivers in Gippsland, of common water 
milfoil in the Geelong disttict, of button weed at Werl'i
hee and of a small floating weed known as Red Azolla, 
which often infests dams. Other weeds such as Paspa
lum and Cane grass are· also being loo1ted into, but there 
is no doubt that the most troublesome are the four we 
had discussed, Cumbungi, Water Couch grass, Jointed 
rush and submersed weeds. 

Of these- it looks as though we have the answers for 
Cumbungi and Jointed rush. Submersed weeds can be 
contro1led, but at the moment the method is too costly, 
and so far no economic control has been found for 
Water Couch grass. 

SULTANA BUD COUNT, 1954 
Potential for a big crop for next Sultana season has 

been revealed by the bud examination of Sultanas just 
completed at the Station, reports Mr. F. Penman, Officer
in-Charge. The average percentage potential fruitful
ness and average size of bunch primordia for this season's 
buds ar-e quite similar to those in 1949. Everyone in 
the industry will recall the prospects that there WeTe in 
the 1949-1950 season for a l'ecord harvest, spoiled by 
harvest rains. 

A report by Messrs. W. J. Webster and P. May follows, 
giving a comparison of this year's findings with those of 
previous years. These results were obtained from a 
sample of 200 canes from the Sunraysia district, taken 
each year from -the same 10 blocks. Three ,of these are 
in Mildura, three in Mel'bein, and four in Red Cliffs. 
Investigations in previous years has shown that the 
results are applicable generally throughout the Dried 
Vine Fruit areas of the Murray Valley. 

'n is possible that vines ·could be Overloaded this year 
if too much wood is left. Opportunity might well be 
taken to get rid of weak canes and to re-shape vines 
where neceSsary. 

Sultana Bud Examination, 1954 
Messrs. W. J. Webster and P. May reported on 24th 

May that as in previous years the buds on a number 
of" Sultana ·canes from ten blocks in the Sum'aysia dis-

trict were microscopically examined to determine the 
Potential crop "of the coming growing season. This year 
the percentage of fruitfulness to bud 14 was 61.5 and 
the average bunch primordium size 0.2799 square milli
metres. The table below shows that these figul'es are the 
third highest for o/o fruitfulness and the second highest 
for primordium size of the nine-year period for which 
comparable figures are available. 

Year %Fruitfulness Mean 
1946 61.5 
1947 43.7 
1948 32.0 
1949 64.2 
1950 23.3 
1951 46.2 
1952 70.0 
1953 45.1 
1954 61.5 

Primordium 
0.263 
0.206 
0.215 
0.262 
0•.207 
0.231 
0.328 
0.205 
0.280 

Size 

The distribution of o/o average fruitfulness alqng the 
cane follows closely the trend found in 1952. Between 
bud position_5 and 11 the fruitfulness exceeds 70o/o with 
a slight peak of 80% at position 7. After bud -position 
11 the fruitfulnesS decreases -steadily towards the, end 
of the cane r.ea<"!hing 50% at bud podtion 15;_ A graph 
for average primordium size resemble that of fruitfulneSs 
very closely. 
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FROST PREVENTION TRIALS 
Trials of the "Jetom" Win-d Machine, conducted by 

the Meteorological Physics Section o£ C.S.I.R.O., were 
made last year at Berri ( S.A.) in co-operation with the 
Berri Frost Club, and assisted by the South Australian 
Department of Agriculture in supply of plant. 

As temperature conditions wei'e not suitable to ex
tended trials the tests were not conclusive, and further 
experiments were carried out in August. 

The machine was purchased by the Berri-Barmera 
Frost Club with A.D.F.A. assistance in the sponsoring 
of frost p1·evention methods. 

From notes on the trials made available by Mr. F. Pen
man, Officer-in-Charge, Merbein Research Station, it 

seems that the machine is efficient in design and has 
pi·omise. While it is effective in drawing the warmer 
air above the inversion level down to vine level, the 
problem· of mixing this with the ·cold air is not yet 
satisfied. The ·coming trials will concentrate on a more 
effective turbulence. 

To be an economic proposition the machine should 
protect at least four acres. At present the limited trials 
do not indicate this at a & t_o 4 degree margin under the 
danger point to vines. 

We look forward to the tests and will publish more 
complete details as soon as available. 

CLEAN UP VINEYARDS 
The pruning season has . passed and it is Of value to 

give some thou_g·ht to the advancement of routine work, 
enjnins Mr. A. V. Lyon, in the "Sunraysia Daily." 

The bud-burst, usually in early September, is one of 
the critical periods in the vine season; and it is satisfying; 
to 'complete the work that .is best done before the shoots 
come out. 

The vine sprouts and grows best if the soil is worked 
a-.--.d weeds remoVed by the time the new shoots come out. 

A v~nevard weedv in early Spring stunts the growth; 
and the shoots are smaller and do not catch up in growth. 

Size and Yield 
An imnortant point is that big vines bear more grapes 

than little ones. There are of course individual excep
tions: but that is the general rule. 

Pla-nt workers have shown that there is a definite law 
in plant growth. The growth rate is- gov-erned by the size 
of the shoot: and a big shoot will extend twice as much 
as one half its size. 

On this acc--ount, it is wise to -have the soil in early 
Spring in- the best possible condition to promote vine 
growth. 

1£ shoots hampered by weeds start at a slow growth 
rate, they continue to grow slowly. 

Alternately, the big shoots are those which get away 
to a good start. 

There is the .uno cultivaHon" concept, which means a 
plant cover in some cases, in others no cultivation with 
weer-licides to keep tbe land cl-ear of weeds. 

The value of a plant .cover, and of no cultivation, ap
plies mainlv to heavy soils in which soil structure 
deteriorates with working. 

Our soils are different, and we are a clean cultivation 
district, with light-textured soils suit~d. by clean cultiva
tion. • 

The sound policy, therefore is to clean out the weeds 
early, so as to give the vine shoots their full season under 
good growth conditions. 

The vine shoots start from new roots come a little 
later. On this account, th-e Spring reserves in the vine, 
and the applications of nitrogenous fertilisel's are best 
applied by early September, available when the new roost 
develop. -

Nitrogen, becoming naturally available in clean cul
tivation and supplied as supplemented by nitrogen fer
tilisers. is one of the main factors in plant growth. The 
vine likes to take its nitrogen early, and grows best when 
it gets it. 

Shoot Relations 
These are more easilv shown in the Currants, as in 

the Sultana_ the shoot-bunch relation is complicated by 
growth without fruit. 

Currants shoots have been measured, and the hunches 
on each side weighed. The corr-elation is most d-efinite. 
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. The big shoots have the biggest and be"st bunches. The 
small winey bunches are on small shoots. The total crop 
is ,also in proportion to total growth. 

The Sultana behaves similarly, although there are 
more exceptions. These growth and fruit relations apply 
to. the seasonal growth on all vines. 

Apart from soil working, there are other factors in 
shoot size. The big shoots on the Currant ar-e most likely 
to come from the big spurs; and on the Sultanas from 
the strong healthy canes. 

Thus the advantage of strong•._ growth in one year re_
flects as better wood for following seasons. 

Where the vine is healthy and the soil conditions good, 
vigour is restored by a high standard of general work. 

The exceptions are worn out vines, of which there are 
still many in the district restricting efficiency. Reconstitu
tion is a nuisance, but it soons begins to pay. 

The whole plea in this note is for cleaner vineyards 
in the Spring, to provide soil conditions for good growth. 
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GADGET. FIELD DAY 
Another successful day was organised on 7th July by the Mildura District Dried Fruits Association A.D.F.A. 

These Field Days, which are now an annual feature in the Industry, have proved highly successful for they 
stimulate interest amongst growers in the use of specially designed machines for vine culture. The inventors of 
the gadgets which were displayed and distributed are to be congratulated on their ingenuity and· enterprise. 

Details of the g-adgets exhibited are as follows:-

ELECTRICAL DIP HOISTS 
1. Submitted by H. J. Cook, Red Cliffs. 
~urpose: For bulk dipping of Dried Vine Fruits. 
Mechfmisation: The unit is fitted to a standa1~d dip 

hoist and consists of a 1 h.p. single phase lnotor 
driving through a bevel gear and worm box to the 
cable druin. The cable is fed from the drum to the 
dip frame through a double fall pulley block. The 
operation is controlled by a reversing switch. No 
brake. is required on this unit as the raising and 
lowering is driven by the motor through the worm 
box. 

Supply: Can be supplied by Mr. Cook from normal 
material supplies. 

2. Submitted by H. Wedg-e & Sons, Gol Gol. 
Purpose: For bulk dipping of Dried Vine Fruits. 
Mechanisation: The unit is fitted to a standard dip 

hoist and consists of a li h.p. single phase motor 
driving through a pinion and gear wheel to a "Chev. 
4" gear box; then to the cable drum. The motor is 
used for lifting only, th-e lowering is controlled by 
a hand brake. In the event of a power failure the 
hoist can be operated by a hand crank. 

Supply: Normal matel'ial supply. 

MECHANICAL DIP HOIST 
Submitted by H. Farrell, Merbein. 
Purpose: For bulk dipping of :G-ried Vine Fruits. 
Mechanisation: In this unit the power for operating 

the hoist is taken from the· tractor wheel. A standard 
hoist is used with the cable drum shaft modified by 
squaring both end's of the shaft. A frame is set ~n 
the ground to be under the tractor wheel in the 
normal unloading position. This frame is fitted 
with three 4" rollers set to fit the tractor wheel. 
The two outside rollers are coupled together with a 
chain drive, the centre roller is free running. The 
power is transmitted to the hoist by a shaft fitted 
with universal joints. The hoist is raised and 
lowered by driving the tractor with one wheel locked 
on the ground and the other wheel turning ·the 

rollers. The driving shaft has to be connected to one 
end of hoist cable shaft for raising' hoist and then 
taken off and placed on the other end of -hoist cable 
shaft for lowering. 

Supply: Normal material supply. 

ROTARY HOE VINE DODGER 
Submitted by J. Rigby, Mildm·a. 
Purpose: To assist i_p. the rotary hoeing of vines. 
Mechanisation: 20 inch cut; safety clutch fitted to 
· Rotar; universal drive correctly aligned, to eliminate 

vibration;_ three point linkage; spring assisted dodg
ing action; crown wheel and pinion totally enclosed; 
depth control by adjustable depth wheel; safety disc 
at outside end of Rotar to protect vines; specially 
designed· for Ferguson and David ·Brown tractors. 

Supply: J. E. Rigby & Son, Mildura. 

AUTOMATIC ROTARY WEEDER 
Submitted by Andys Engineers, Mildura. 
Purpose: Used for weeding of vines. 
Mechanisation: The automatic Rotary Weeder con

sists of a junior rotary hoe head fitted -to a tubular 
steel frame and attached to the drawbar of the 
h·Uctor. It is driven through a series of 1-1niversal 
joints and shaft fl'om power take-off. A fender for
ward of the hoe head pushes implement around 
vines and posts. The hoe after being pushed away 
returns under the vines of its own fol'ward cutting 
action. The we-edel' is adaptable to any make of 
tractor. 

Supply: Andys Engineers, Mildura. 

THREE POINT LINKAGE LIFT 
Submitted by D. 'Tassone, Red Cliffs. 
Purpose: Used for attachment of horticultural imple

ments. 
Mechanisation: The lift is fitted to a Howard tractor 

and is operated through the hydraulic ram. The pitch 
of the implement is adjusted by a turn bUckle. The 
three point_ linkage can be used to fit a drawbar or 
other suitable implement. The three point linkage 
has the advantage of giving depth control. 

Supply: Normal material supply. 

+·-··-,,_,.,_,,._,,_,,_,.,_.,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,._,,_,,_,.,_,,,_.,_,,_,._.,,_,,_ .. _",_"_",_,,_~_,,_.,_,,_,,_,,,_,.,_.,,_,._,._,_+ 

I THE VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY liMITED I 
• ESTABLISHED 1849 I I 105 'YEARS OF SERVICE I 
j FIRE, ACCIDENT, MOTOR CAR, . LIVESTOCK, j 
! WORKERS' COMPENSATION, CROP (FIRE AND HAIL). ! 
I 44-46 QUEEN STREET, MELBOURNE ·I I E. A. STANNER, MANAGER. PHONE MU 7067 L 
...... - .. -··-··-.. -··-··-··-·-·-.. - .. ,_,,_.,_.,_.,_,,_,,...:....,,_,,_,,_,,_,_,,_,,_,,_.,_.,_,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,_,_,._,._,,_ ......... ;.:j. 
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AUTOMATIC KNIFE 
Submitted by H. J. Williams, Cardross. · 
Purpose: Knifing- of weeds among- vines. 
M-echanisation: A Patterson knife is attached to a 

frame which is fitted underneath tractor between the 
front and rear wheels. The knife is pivotted on the 
frame so that when it hits it moves around vine Ol' 

post and then is returned to original position by a 
spring. The ·unit is fitted to the tractor so as to 
enable the drawbar to be used independ-ently. 

Supply: Normal material supply. 

AUTOMATIC TRACTOR STOPPING DEVICE 
Submitted by J. Grant, Il'ymple. 
Purpose: To stop tractor automatically when hitting a 

vine or post. 
Mechanisation--: The unit consists of a 'mechanical link

age connected to clutch pedal which automatically 
stops tractor when implement strikes an obstruction. 
The overlapping of the implement operates a com
pression spring connected to a Bowden cable. The 
cable releases a trip attached to a spring-loaded 
lever and this lever depresses clutch and so stops 
tractoT. To re-engag-e and move tractor the driver re
engages lever behind trip. This unit is very well 
suited fOr silly plowing- and saves time of the 
present release hook method as well as strain ·on 
the driver and operator of the implement. 

Supply:' Normal material supply. 

HAND CONTROLLED ROTARY WEEDER 
Submitted by Darrington and Stev·ens, Dareton. 
Purpose: For weeding among vines. 
Mechanisation: The junior rotary hoe is driven from 

the tractor power take-off through a differential. The 
unit is coupled to tractor by 3 point linkage. A pair 
of plow handles are attached to the frame and are 
used by a man walking behind tractor to guide the 
weeder head around vines. The unit is floating on 
the hydraulic lift of tractor and the depth of -cut 
is also controlled by the lift. This unit is especially 
suited for young vines. 

Supply: Normal material supply. 

IMPROVED ROGERS ROTARY WEEDER 
Submitted by L. Smith, M·erbein. 
Purpose: For. weeding among vines. 
Mechanisation: Attached to tractor draw bar through 

turntable and driven from power take-off through 

.-------·--------

universal joints which incorporates a spring loaded 
slipping dog clutch. Operation is a taper-ed mowing 
head rotating anti-clockwise. Action of rotating head 
draws cutting blades under vines. Fender forward of 
cutting head pushes cutter away from vines and 
posts. Action is completely automatic but provision 
is ma''de for a tension spring to be used if conditions 
warrant. Maximum depth of cut is 3 inches depend~ 
ing Upon speed of Rotar and soil condition. Made of 
light tubular construction with guard over cutting 
head· ahd constructed with dustproof self-aligning 
ball bearings. 

Supply: Manufactured by John Buncle (Commando) 
Ltd., and distributed by Wm. Haughton Ltd. 

DEPTH CONTROLLED DISC 
Submitted by J. D. McQueen, •Red Cliffs. 
Purpose: To control depth of penetration of disc. 
Mechanisation: The unit consists of an offset disc fitted 

in a frame with wheels attached. The wheels are 
operated hydraulically to give required depth for 
discing. As the unit has pneumatic tyres, it is very 
w-ell suited for travelling on roads. 

Supply: Normal material supply. 

"V" KNIFE SKIM PLOW 
Submitted by M. ·Hudson, Merbein. 
Purpose: Cultivation of vineyards. 
Mechanisation: The unit consists of two "V" knives 

fitted to the drawbar of the tractor which act as a 
skim plow. 

Supply: Normal material supply. 

REMOTE CONTROL OF TRACTOR 
Submitted by J. Grant, Irymple. 
Purpose: To stop and ·start tractor from the rear of 

tractor. 
Mechanisation·: This control device consists of a 

mechanical linkage connected to th-e clutch pedal and 
operated from rear of .tractor by a lanyard. It is 
designed with a · Bowden cable connected to the 
throttle which gives -engine additional power to 
start off with load. Then by a further pull on the 
lanyard the lever engages the clutch. To increase the 
tractor speed it is only necessary then to pull the 
lever back to its full movement. By releasing the lan
yard so the spring loaded lever reduces engine 
speed and disengages the clutch. 
This unit is combined with that for automatically 
stopping of tractor. 

Supp~y: Normal material supply. 

Red Cliffs Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd. 
BOX 139 RED CLIFFS FITZROY A VENUE 

Includes m its Activities and Services . . 
8 Dried- Fruit and CitruS Packing 
• ,Block Services and Harvest Requirements 
• Garage - Lubritorh.1m - Hardware - Electrical Services 
• Engineering Services 
• Real Estate, Business Agents 
• Insurance - Fire, Life, etc. 
G Financing ~roduction Costs 

Owned and Controlled by Red Cliffs Growers. 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

L-----------------·~--·------------------------·--------~ 
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Special· GJtticfe 
INTERESTING DRIED FRUITS CASE 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN APPEAL FAILS 

In· January last, M·r. C. E. Russell, who retired as a Director and Sales Manager of Crowe & Newcombe, 
Ltd. in Octt•her, 1953, applied for a d·ealer's licence from the South AutStralian Dried Fruits Board under the 
p'r .. wi,.ions of the Drie'd Fruits Act, 1934-1941. The Board saw fit to refuse the licence, and Mr. Russell accord
ingly appealed to the Minister for, Agriculture against the decision. As_ the South Australian Act provides for 
the procedure when such an appeal is made the Minister appointed a Board of Appeal. The Board_ consisted- of 
Sir Kingsley Paine (Chairman), Mr. L. Hunkin (nomina~ed by the' State Board) and Mr. Ed·gar Sims (nominated 
by Mr. Russell). The appeal hearing look place in Adelaide on 15th June and succeeding rdays_. Mr. Russell's appeal 
fai.led. 

Mr. P. Malloch, Chairman of The A.D.F.A. was called as a witness for the State Board. The Board's 
outline of its case is of great importance and so fully states the position of the Industry that it form!s the sub~ 
stance of this article. ,-; 

Stability of Industry 
The appeal affects a principle of vital importance to 

the Dried Fruits Industry. The industry is of su-ch a 
nature' that its economic stability is of p3.ramount con
sideration, and any individual interests, whether of 
produc·er, packer, dealel' or consumer, must be subol'di

. nated to the w-elfare of the industry as a whole. 
The very existence of the Dried Fruits Industry in 

Australia depends upon the maintenan-ce of a system 
of stable and orderly marketing arrangements. This 
principle is universally accepted and is evid'ent from the 
fact that Australia has to rely on s-elling 75 -per cent. 
of its production in -several over-seas markets, thousands 
of miles away, in keen competition with other produc
ing countries which al'e closer to those markets, whose 
costs of production are much lower than those in Aus
tralia, and whose growers are heavily subsidised. 

Unlimited comPetition on the Australian market would 
therefore, naturally injure the growers by depriving 
them of the advantage of a protected home market and 
leaving them mainly dependent on obtaining a much 

· lower price overseas for their exports. 
In its turn, organised marketing of Dried Fruit pro

duced in Australia depends entirely ·upon the growers, 
packers and dealers ·or selling agents of Dried Fruit 
voluntarily observing the marketing conditions laid down 
by The Australian Drie.d Fruits Association (which repre
sents over 98 per cent. of the growers of Dried Fruit in 
Australia), in C;Ollaboration with the Dried. Fruits Boards 
of the four Dried Fruit producing- States and the Com
monwealth Dl'ied Fruits Export Control Board. 

Lack of organised marketing, in fact, very -nearly put 
an end to the industry in its early stages. In 1893, a 
financial depression set in. Under the influence of fierce, 
cut-throat comp-etition between the large number of sell
ing agents and merchants to whom _individual growers 
·consign-ed their fruit, prices were forced down to ruinous 
levels, in -some cases, to 1~d. per lb. ManY of the 
gTowe:-rs bee!'lme h~nkrunt and w~lked ·off their blo-Cks, 
but those who stayed behind at Renmark and Mildura 
soon learned the benefits of working' together as a com
munity and the advantages of a common marketing 
policy. They organised the Mildura Dried Fruit Trust 
and the Renmark Raisin Trust. 

The Growth of Organised Marketing 
Thereafter, with stable marketing introduced, the In

dustry went ahead, and a few years later, the two Trusts 
fl"'~::~.lqqm::."-fH~ to form The A.D-F.A. This organisation 
was, as it is now, ·a voluntary association of fruit 
growers, fruit-packers and dealers', formed and carried 
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on for the preservation and welfare of the Dried Fruit 
Industry. It is absolutely controlled by the growers 
through an elected Board of' Management.· · 

Soon after its formation, with the ~ssistance of a tariff 
on imported Dried Fruit, it was able to exe1~cise and 
maintain effective supervision of the trade by fixing sell
ing prices and regula_ting distribution. Its members 
were forbidden to sell or cOnsign their nried Fruit to 
any but authorised selling agents, who ulldertook to 
ob"erve the marketing conditions laid down by The 
A.D.F.A. 

T~us organised, the Industry co~tinued to develop, 
and m 191~, 20 years after the first Dried Fruits were 
marketed, the output exceeded 9,00'0 tons, and was . 
enough to meet the total requirements of the Australian 
consumers. 

Attention was then necessarily turned to· overseas 
markets to absorb surplus production. Export prices 
were lower than the- home-consumption price and The 
A.D.F.A. accordingly stipulated that its memb'ers should 
market a proporfon of their output, overseas, in order 
to prevent competition on the home inarket, which could 
easily and quickly lead to a forcing down of prices at 
home to an unpl'ofitable .level. But, by now, nev,r fruit
groWing areas had been developed and some growers, 
who were not members of or affiliated with The A.D.F.A. 
ignored the policy laid down by The A.D.F.A. and con
centrated on selling on the local market. This naturally 
th1·eatened to upset The A.D.F.A_.!s arrangeme~ts for the 
organisation of the Industry and the stable marketing 
of Dried-Fruit, both at home and ·abroad. However, the 
problem was temporarily solved by the 1914-1918 War 
during which there was a ready market overseas and 
export prices were high. 

After the War, new irrigation areas were opened up 
on the Murray for the rehabilitation of returned soldiers, 
and there was a great expansion of the Industry. In 
1923-24, production reached 44,700 tons and the con
tinued welfare of Dried Fruit growers depended incre;;ts
ingh upon the maintenance of stable marketing arrange
ments and the disposal of increasing quantities overseas. 
By now, however, there was heavy competition on the 
overseas market. The United Kingdom, which had been 
our ffiain buv,er, w~s inundated with fruit from Greece, 
Turkey and the U.S.A. 

In ~923, overseas prices fell by half and it was neces
sary for the Commonwealth Gove1·nment to subsidise 
growers in 01·d-er to keep the Industry solvent. The AUs
tralian market was also in danger of collapse by reason 
of the activities of those who 1·efused to accept The 
A.D.F.A.'s volicy regarding exports, which was designed 
to- protect the home market. 
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Statutory Assistance 

The A.D.F.J!.. thereupon made strong re-presentations 
to both State and Federal Governments, urging the 
establishment, by legislation, of machinery for organised 
marketiJlg, both locally and overs-eas, in order to compel 
those who would not do so voluntarily, to market their 
fruit in accordance with The A.D.F.A. policy. 

At the request of the growers, voting by ballot the , 
majority of whom assented to __ the scheme, _the South 
Australian and Victorian Governments had, by 1928, set 
up State Dried Fruits Boards and the Fed-eml GoVern
ment had created the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Export 
Control Board. The members of these Boards were, and 
are, predominantly growers elected by the. producer~ 
themselves. 

To effect the marketing proposals advocated by The 
A.D.F.A., complemE:ntary legislation was passed by the 
Commonwealth and the States which produced Dried 
.t'rmts.- '!'he :State legislation proviaed tlmt each grower 
could not sell more than a specified quota of his produc
tion within the State, while the Commonwealth legisla
tion prescribed that no one could trade interstate unless 
he had exported overseas a fixed quota of his output. 
It was -then thought that the necessary machinery for 
complete control of orderly marketing and the preserva
tion of the home consumption price had been establishe-d. 

However, the Commonwealth legislation restricting 
interstate trade was held to be invalid on constitutional 
grounds, and since 1936, the legal position has been thri.t 
any grower can legally sell or consign all his fruit for 
sale on the high-priced Australian market provided only 
that he does not sell more than the quota fixed by the 
State Board within his own State. 

Maintaining Stable Economy 

Since then, and even now, the home consumption 
price has been maintained only by all dealers in DTied 
Fruits voluntarily undertaking not to engage in interstate 
trade, and exporting overseas all Dried Fruit in excess 
of the quota prescribed by the State Board for sale within 
the State at the higher local price. 

Any dealer who departed from this anangement or 
who engage.({ in any action in the- nature of price-cutting 
on the home market, even though he did not observe 
the export policy laid down by The A.D.F.A. could bring 
economic disaster for the whole Indl1Stry and financial 
ruin for thousands of growers. 

Home Quotas 

The amount of Dried Fruit produced by the grower is 
limited only by the size and capacity of. his holding. 
So far as 'marketing his p1·oduction is concerned, he is 
restricted to selling within hb own State only so much 
as is det-ermined by the State Dried Fruits Boards. The 
maximum proportion whiCh may be sold in the growers' 
own State is known as the "home quota" and is fixed 
by the State Board ev~ry year,, having regard 
to the estimated AustTalian demand. ·All fruit 
in excess of the home quota must be marketed by the 
South Australian grower outside South Australia. 

'l'he South Australian Dri,ed E'ruits Act, 1934-41, 
obliges the grower to sell only to or through a licensed 
dealel' or agent, and he is forbidden by regulations 
made under that Act to deliver or transport any unpro
cessed Dried Fruit without the consent of the Board, 
exc-ept to a registered packing house for the purpose of 
processing and packing. 

Packers and Dealers 

The packing house is where the Dried F1·uits delivered 
by or on behalf of the grower are stemmed, processed, 
graded, sorted and packed. 
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Under the Act and regulations, the packing· house is 
required to observe certain strict standards of quality 
and hygiene, in order to maintain as high a standard as 
possible in the quality of Dried· Fruits marketed, 

The packing regulations are poli-ced by the State 
Boards, who work in conjunction with the Commonwealth 
Depa1·tment of Commerce and Agricultul'e. 

Having process-ed and packed· the fruit, the packer 
awaits instructions, or acts on instructions already given 
by the grOwer, to delivm· the fruit· to a dealer for sale. 

The fruit is then transported from the packing shed 
on the authority of a release note from the State Board 
to the dealer's storage shed or to buyers nominated by 
the dealer. · 

Under the South Australian and West Australian Acts 
no pm·son except a licensed dealer niay buy Dried Fruit 
from a producer or sell Dried Fruit on -the producer's 
behalf. 

In the other States, anyone may buy or sell DTied 
Fruit without a licence, th-e only restrictions being that 
the fruit must fi.rst be processed and pacl;:ed in a regis
tered packing house before sale. 

In those States, therefoi·e, no Dried Fruit may be 
sold before it has been through the registered packing 
house. In South Australia, sales may he made before it 
has left the grower's block. 

The :real function of the dealer is that of a selling 
agent, and in practice, that is the role he performs. 

There is no-, system of registration of dealers in the 
other States. 

There are 32 registered packing houses and 15 regis
tered dealers in South Australia. 

The Wholesale and Retail Trade 
The fruit is sold by the dealer on behalf of the grower 

to wholesale merchants or lal'ge manufacturers of cakes, 
plum puddings, etc., and to chain stores. The whole
saler in turn sells to the retailer or to small bak.ers, in' 
the city and country. Thi-s applies to. the fruit sold in 
Australia. 

With respect to expo~·ts, the dealers send the fruit to 
markets abroad in quantities and at pric-es fixed by the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Export Control Board. 

The fruit having left Australia is dealt with and sold 
by agents abroad. 

The State Boards 
Dried Fruits Boards have been set up by State legis

lation in each of the four Drie.(l Fruits producing States 
~South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and 
VVestern Australia. 

These· Boards were designed, on similar lines, as pa1·t 
of the machinery established to give legislative approva-l 
to the Industry's marketing policy, the basic principle of 
whi-ch is equality in the sha1•ing by growers of the returns 
from all markets, at home and abroad, owing to the dis
parity between COmmonwealth and overseas pric·es and 
consumptio:n. 

The vaTious State Parliaments intended that the State 
Boards should play a definite part in the' carrying out 
of that policy, and the Board's power to fix the ''home 
quota" for the Sale of Dried Fruits was a necessary 
part of this scheme. 

howev·er, sinGe the Privy Council decision in Jarnes v. 
The Co1nrnonwcalth in 1936, The A.D.F.A.'s maTketing 
policy has been without legislative sanction, owing to 
the implications ·of Section 92 of the Constitution. 
Nevertheless, the power of the State Board to fix: the 
"home quota" remains and is used wheneVer it is con
sidered nec-essary to assist The A.D.F.A. in its market
ing arrangements. 

Apart from those functions connected with marketing, 
it is the duty of the State Board to assist in the main-
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tenance of standards of quality of Dried .Fruits, by close 
supervision of the packing houses and by other controls 
relating to transport and storage, etc. 

Producers, packers and dealers are l'equired to be 
registered in th1s State, and the South Australian Boarrd 
has a discretion to l'efuse to grant or renew applica
tions for-registration by packers and dealers. 

Since 1936, the State Boal'ds have been able to con
trol distribution only within their own l'espective States, 
by means of th~ quota systems. 
!i At the same time, it has always been the policy of the 
Board to endorse the wish of the growers themselves, as 
expressed by The A.D.F.A., to secure the stabilisation 
ot ma1·keting and pri-ces, and so far as it is within the 
Board's power to do so, it works to this end. 

The policy of The A.D.F.A. with regard to marketing 
is, in effect, the policy of the State Board, which is just 
as anxious to see that the grower receives a reasonable 
return for his production as he is himself. In the carry
ing out of its functions and in pm·suance of it market
ing policy, the Board co-operates to the utmost with 
the other State Boards and The A.D.F.A. 

In short; the policy of the State Board can be said 
to be the p1·eservation of the economic welfare of D'ried 
Fruit producel's by the orderly marketing of their pro
ducts. 

The Expm·t Board 

Since 1952, the export of Dried Fruit, except in 
a-ccordance with a licence issUed by the Export Control 
Board, has been prohibited and subject to a heavy 
penalty. The members · oj:' the Board include seven 
elected by the growers themselves, and it is the policy of 
this Board also to co-operate with The A.D.F.A. to secure 
orderly marketing in the Industry. 

The Board fixes the sellillg prices of Dried Fruits 
overseas and the quantities to be sent to the various 
markets, and although it is not a trading body, its main 
function is to see to orderly marketing abroad. 

The Board has an agen-cy in London to keep in touch 
with the marketing position and advise the Board in 
Australia. 

Failure to comply with any terms of an -export ,licence 
issued by the Export Control Board may result in can
cellation of the licence, with the result that the dealer 
or selling agent is then prevented fl'om selling overSeas. 

On the estimated tonnage of Dried F1·uits produced 
in the 1953-1954 season, it is -considered that 78o/o of 
the Australian crop will have: to be exported. 

The A.D.F.A. is ·more· than a body of primary pTo
duceTs. It possesses an intimate knowledge of both pro
duction and ma1ketirig, and is well fitted to assess the 
potentialities of- the Industry and the hazards which can 
adversl(lY affect its economy. 

Through their efforts over the years, the 7,000 growers 
formmg The A.D.F.A. have stabilised their own Industry 
th1·ougn the appLcation of sound marketing methods. 
'!'heir fundamental responsibility is to continue to main
tain stability, to provide a reasonable standar>d of living 
for themselves and their families, and to sustain employ-"' 
ment, directly and indirectly, for som-e 40,000 persons. 

Any weakening of the Industry's economy will affect 
the livelihood of many thousands of persons, 

A.D.F.A. Marketing Polic)' 
The maintenance of. the Australian price above export 

prices is of the utmost importance to the Industry. 
Australian growers, unlike their foreign competitors, 
re-ceiv-e no export subsidy, although, the high price level 
here is an indirect form of subsidy. Indeed,_ if the Aus
tralian price were reduced to expol't parity most grower& 
would not recover the cost of production and would 
become insolvent. 

'l'he loss to gTo\-vers, based on this year's expected 
prices, if the Australian price were reduced to the over
seas level, is estimated at £775,000 per annum. 

Since its inception, the Dried Fruits Industry has 
maintained a fair level of pTices in Australia by recog
nition of the principle of equal sharing of the Common
wealth market on the ·.one hand; the export markets on 
the other. 

This principle is vital and is Tegarded by The A.D.F.A. 
as the basic factor in the economic stability of the In
dustry. To carry it into effect, The A.D.F.A. introduced 
its scheme of 11equalised returns." Under this plan, the 
grower receives as payment for the whole of his fruit, 
the average of the prices obtained for the various quotas 
sold on all markets. 

For instance, suppose the individual grower's output 
is 20 tons in the total Australian production of 100,0'00 
tons. · 

The quotas and prices for Sultanas· fixed bjr the State 
Board, The A.D.F.A. and the Export Control BoaTd may 
be as follows:~ 

Austi;alia 
20 o/o 

Canada 
10 o/o 

Markets 
New 

Zealand 
4o/o 

Prices 

United 
Kingodo'm 

65 o/o 

£120 Average £90 

OtheTs 
1o/o 

Under this scheme, the grower is paid, not at the rate 
The A.D.F.A. is an association of growers, packers - of £120 per ton for 20_o/o of his· Sultanas, and at £90 

and dealers or agents, formed in 1907 for the purpose per ton for the remaining 80 o/o, but at the average price 
of protecting the interests of Dried Fruit growers. of all markets (£105) for the whole of hjs Sultana pro-

It is governed by a Board of Management elected by duction, less, of course, the expenses of packing and 
growers' delegates meeting each year.· It is absolutely marketing. 

The A.D.F.A. 

controlled by the growers themselves. At each annual If the deR.ler should sell more than the fixed quota on_ 
meeting of the Association, all sections of the Industry the Australian· market, he is debited with the diffeTence 
are represented and all matters affecting the Industry between Commonwealth and export price in respect of 
are discussed. ea-ch ton oversold. 

The object of The A.D.F.A. is to preserve the econQmic If he should oversell on the Canadian market, he is 
stability Of the Industry by ensuring that the grower debited with the diffeTence between Canadian and 
rec-eives a reasonable retuTn for his produce and that average export price. 
the Dried Fruits Teaching the consumer are of the If he has undersold-i.-e. sold less than the fiXed- quota 
highest possible quality. -on any market, the dealer receives a credit for the 

Through its members, The A.D.F.A. controls 98% of difference between what h-e actually got and what he 
the Dri-ed Fruit produced in Australia. would have got if he had sold the fixed quota, from the 

h FA debits of the agents who would have oversold. By "controls" it is meant t at 'The A.D. . . fixes the 
minimum selling prices to wholesale merchants in Aus- This is known as the "over and under" adjustment 
tralia, and determines the avenues and distribution of fund. 
trade, the object being the equal sharing by g1•owers in In addition to insisting on observance· of the quotas, 
the returns of the overseas markets and the limited but The A.D.F.A. fixes the minimum selling prices in Aus
higher-priced Australian market. tralia, and requires all _its dealers or agents to abide 
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by those prices, so as to .ensure that price-cutting will 
not endap.ger the economy. Price-cutting to wholesale 
merchants in Australia, in fact,- could cause- losses just 
as serious as· non-observance of the c{uotas, and if a 
dealeT refused to accept A.D.F.A. marketing conditions 
and arrangements, such a danger would be very Teal. 

An instance has already occurred in New South Wales, 
which is likely to cost growers a-bout £56,000. 

Measure of A.D.F.A. Control 

Effective legislation for the enforcement of its market
ing policy having broken down, sin-ce 1936 The A.D.F.A. 
has had to rely on voluntary observance of its· market
ing arrangements by grqwers, packers and dealers. 

They are not, legally bound to do so, but those at 
present engaged in the Dried Fruits Industry recognise, 
through the bitter lessons of the past, that orderly mar
keting was, and always will be, the IndustTy's only 
salvation. 

Before ·1937, the stability of the economy was 
threatened by growers and licensed dealers outside The 
A.D.F.A. who were selling more than the agreed quota 
in Australia. Some of these had, in fa-ct, signed agree
ments with The A.D.F.A. to observe the quotas, but 
when some ignored the undertakings they had given, 
others soon followed, in order to get as much advantage 
as possible from the higher priced Australian market. 

The position soon became acute and The A.D.F.A. 
was, therefore, faced with two alternatives:-

(1) To buy out the independent~ non-conformist 
pack-ers and dealers who would not a-ccept its 
policy; or 

(2) Bring the AustTalian price level down to the 
overseas level and so make the business of the 
independents (as well as that of everyone else) 
unprofitable. · 

It was decided- to adopt the first alternative and nego:.. 
tiate with the independents. The A.D.F.A. formed a 
company to acquire outside dealers' and packers' licences 
-MUrray Industries Development Association Ltd, Fifty 
(50) of such licences were a-cquired-12 in South Aus
tralia-at a cost to The A.D.F.A. of £134,765. 

There was no compulsion about the matter-and not 
all independents sold out to The A.D.F.A. 

However, those independents remaining in business 
undertook, either expressly or by tacit ac-ceptance of the 
wisdom of A.D.F.k. policy, to abide by the marketing 
conditions advocated by it. 

·One of those conditions, strict adheren-ce to which "is 
insisted upon, is that no packer, agent or dealer, or em
ployee of -any packer, agent .or dealer may buy Dried 
Fruit from a grower. 

Present T t;ading Practice 

'l'he grower, having produced his Dried Fruit, is 
required by the' State Dried Fruits Act to deliver it to a 
registered packing house for processing and :packing. 

The p1·oducer selects the packer he desires to pack his 
fruit and if the paeker is also a dealer, he may also 
arrange for him to sell his fruit. Should the packer not 
be a dealer, then the producer directs the packer to 
send his fruit to a dealer of his selection, 

The fruit having been processed and packed, the 
dealer then has the task of selling it on the• market. In 
the case of sales ·on consignm-ent, the producer is paid 
for his fruit as it is sold. He Teceives a cash advance 
-per ton on delivering the fruit to the packing shed, and 
further--· instalm-ents from time to time as the fruit is 
disposed of on the various markets. Final payment 
may not be made until 6 or 12 months after delivery to 
th~ paeldng· k'use. 

Ca<>h advances to· the grower aTe 'based on The 
A.D.F.A.'s estimate of the total amount of production 
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and the estimated prices which will he obtaine-d on th-e 
various markets at home and overseas. 

This is the invariable practice with A.D.F.A. and co
operative pack·ers and dealers-i.e., all sales are on con
signment :to deal-ers, who nominally receive a commission 
of 4%, which in practice is much lower. 

It is a strict rule of A.D.F.A. marketing organisation 
that no packer or dealer may buy fruit from a grow-er. 

Therefore, with A.D.F.A. growers no sales are made 
!for cash-i.e., no sales for immediate cash, or part cash 
with the: balance at a later date, ar-e made by growers to 
dealers or selling agents, -either before or after the fruit 
is delivered to the packing sh-ed, 

Under South -Australian law, a dealer may buy from 
a grower, but The A.D.F.A. considers that the pTopeT 
role of the dealer is that of a selling agent. 

Indust:i'y's Economic Position 
Tree Fruits: From 1949 to 1953, the production of 

Dried Tree Fruits was generally insufficient to meet the 
Australian demand, and the State Boards did not find :it 
necessary to fix: quotas in respect of theze. 

In 1954, how-ever, due to a heavY increase in the 
Prune crop, the State Boards have fixed the quota for 
Prunes- at 30% in all States. Apart from Prunes, the 
production of Dried Tree Fruits, it is considered, will 
be insufficient in the foreseeable future to meet the 
,Australian consumption. 

Vine Fruits: In 1953
1 
the volume of sales in Austmiia 

was considered unsatisfactory by the Industry. The net 
-consumption was about the same as in the previous year, 
and ·every effort was made to develop the home market. 

The prices fixed by The A.D.F.A. reflected the 14% 
increase in the costs of production, 88% higher than 
before the War, and also the demand which Temained 
static. In the various types of fTuits there were bOth 
increases and reductions in price to meet these factors. 

It is estimated that this year (1954)• only 22%, of the 
total production of Dried Vine Fruits can be sold in 
Australia and that the balance, 78o/o must be exported. 

The Industry's Estimate for 1954 

Production 
Australian 
ExPortable 

consumption .. 
Surplus .. 

Tons 
86,445 
19,000 
67,445 

Currants Sultanas Lexias 
Returns from Austra-

lian Sales . . £128 £139 £102 
Returns from ExpoTt 

markets . . . . . . 83 95 80 
Differ-ence between 

Australian and ex-
port returns 45 44 22 

Gain on sales of 5,000 tons 
Cunants in Australia . . . . £225,000 

Gain on sales of 11,000 tons 
Sultanas in Australia . . 48_4,000 

Gain on sales of 3,00'0 tons 
Lexias in Australia . . 66,000 

Total gain by maintaining 
Australian price level . . £775,000 

This is equival-ent to an overall gain on 86,445 tons 
of £8/19/1 per ton. 

FOl' the average grow-er producing 20 tons of Dl"ied 
Vine Fruits, the maintenance of the Australian price. 
level means! £179/1/8. In other woTds, reduCtion of the 
Australian price to export parity would cause the aver
age grower a loss of ·nearly £200 per annum. It is con
sidered that the prices at which Dried Fruits may be sold 
on the Commonwealth market have reached their peak. 
With the exception of Dried Tree Fruits (apart fTom 
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Prunes); where lack of supplies maintains existing prices, 
adequacy of stocks has created greater purchasing dis
crimination, and future sales_must depend on supplying 
high quality fruits within the purchasing range of the 
consumer. 

Ovet·seas Competition 
The maintenance of- a high level of exports at satisfac

tory· prices is essential to the continued stability and 
welfare of the Industry. 

The export markets for Dried Fruits upon which Aus
tralia depends are few-apart from the United King
-dom~ Canada and New Zealand, other markets barely 
absorb 1,00·0 tons a year. 

Since the outbreak of World War II, our biggest 
overseas market has been the United _Kingdom. During 
the war years and those which followed, Dried Vine 
Fruits, of tonnages up to 46,500 tons a year, have been 
sold to the United Kingdom under contract with the 
British Ministry of Food, at prices, reviewed from time 
to time, which were considered satisfactol'Y to both 
parties. 

This contract enabled the Commonwealth Exp01·t Con
trol Board to arrange d~liveries under a simple and 
advantageous System _whereby the fruit was loaded into 
ships in Australia and the pl'oceeds were immediately 
available to· growers or their agents on application to a 
bank, and the responsibility of shipping to the United 
Kingdom, storage and distribution in that country were 
left with the British Government. 

That contract expired at the end of the 1953 season, 
and the British Government then decided to withdraw 
from this bulk buying system and decont1·ol the impor
tation of Dried Fruits into Great Britain. It, thereupon, 
became the responsibility of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Industry to ship, store and sell in open market in com
petition with Gr-eece, Turkey, South Afl'ica and with the 
heavily subsidised fruit from the United States of 
America. From thenceforward, growers will have to 
wait much longer for the proceeds of sale, an added 
financial burden. 

Realising what the new selling conditions would mean 
to the Industry, the Export Control Board sent its 
inembers to England at the end of 1953 in order to 
negotiate with the British Ministry of Food. The Ministry 
of Food agreed to underwTite the 1954 Season crop at 
agi:-eed prices, but this agreement .will not be further 
rehewed, so that in futur·e the Australian Industry will 
be forced to sell on a trader-to-trader basis in competi- · 
tion with the other prOducing countries. 

Just what competition on the United Kingdom market 
means can be appreciated when it is seen that Californian 
growt~n·s receive from the United States Treasury an 
export subsidy of £20 Australian per ton, and Turkish 
grOwers a subsidy of £20/30 Australian per ton, while 
Greece has dep1·eciated the currency from 48,000 to 
96,000 drachma to the £1. 

These countries, therefore, are in a good position to 
undercut Australian prices on the export markets 
Australia _has nq export subsidy on its Dried Fruit and 

·is without the advantage of Empire preference. 
Organised marketing, wisely planned and efficiently 

conducted, is the only answer to this. Without it, the 
Industry faces ruin. 

Expansion of Industry 
If the output of Australian Dried Vine Fruits r·eaches 

120,000 tons in the near future, considerable difficulty 
may be experienced in marketing the exportable surplus 
at prices satisfactory to producers. 

After allOwing for the disposal of 25,0'00 tons in 
Australia and 27,000 tons in Canada, New Zealand and 
miscellaneous markets, between 65,000 and 70,000 tons 
may be available for shipment to the United Kingdom. 
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The record quantity of 57.,000 tons was exported to 
the United Kingdom from Australia in 1938. In 'no 
other year have exports to that market reached 50,000 
tons. 

On present indications, it is difficult to envisage· a 
market for more than 50,000 tons of Australian Dried 
Vine Fruits in the United Kingdom without a substantial 
reduction in prices and !'etur~s to producers. 

Although the United Kingdom has agreed to under
write the- Australian exportable surplus hom the 1954 
harvest, it has entered into no commitments in respect 
of subsequent seasons when trader-to~trader marketillg 
is resumed and Aushalian exports will meet direct com
petition from other exporting countries. 
· When War Service Land settlement allocations ·and 

private planting so far contempl'ated ar·e effecte-d, there 
will be betw-een 80,000 and 85,000 acres planted to dry
ing grapes. Assuming an average yield of 30-cwt. per 
acre, the potential output of 120,0'00 tons of Dried Vine 
Fruits in the nea1· future seems a· not unreasonable 
estimate. 

Continued diversion of drying grapes to wineries could 
reduce Dried Fruit output but the outlook for wine pro
duction is _not so favourable as it was two or three years 
ago. 

The market decline in the consumption of Dried Vine 
Fruits in Australia in 1952 and 1953 was attributed· to 
increased prices, leading to incr-eased consumer resis
tance and reduced consumption by cake manufacturers 
and the virtual disappearance of the export market for 
cakes, plum puddings, ·etc., manufactured in Australia. 

If conditions are faVourable to production wi,thin the 
next few years an exportable surplus of approximately 
96,000 tons can be expected. 

The industry considers that a good deal: of this expo'rt
abJ.e surplus cannot be marketed without depressing 
prices. It is worthy of note that the United Kingdom 
Ministry of Food offered prices for 1953 Season ,Dried 
Vine Fruits which -were below those of 1952, by· £3/2/6 
per ton for Currants and '£5/12/6 per ton fol' Sultanas 
and Lexias. For 1954 the reduction increased to £9/7/6 
per ton for Currants and £17/10/ per ton for Sultanas 
and Lexias. 

With full regard for the purchasing and consumptive 
capacities of all markets, it isl considered that the expall
sion of plantings now being carried out cannot fail to 
adve1·sely affect the stability of the Dried Fruits Industl'y. 

In addition, all other producing countrieS have 
increased their production but the purchasing countries 
have not increased th-eir consumption. This makes it 
all the more nec-essary for the Australian producer to 
obtain as mUch of the Australian market as possible, 
and to reduce the costs of production and marketing. 

I'ndustry's Future Outlook · 
From the foregoing, it will be seen that the eco:nomic 

future of the Australian Dried Fruits Industry may be 
summarised as follows:-

1. An ever-i~creasing quantity of Dried Vine Fruits 
must be expo1·t_ed as further plantings come into 
bearing. 

2. All othel' producing countries have also increased 
production and are continuing to do so. 

3. World consumption of Dried Vine Fruits has shown 
no noticeable increase. 

4. Australian exports, as from the 1955 harvest, must 
be sold abroad in open market on a trader-to~trader 
basis in keen competition with heavily subsidised 
fruit from U.S.A., TurkE~.Y and Greece. ~ 

5. Export prices have declined and the trend is down
ward, and :further decline can be expected. 

6, Prices in Australia have l'eached their peak and the 
indications are that they will decline. 
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7. Costs of production in Australia, especially water 
charg-es and freight costs, have risen in the last 
year. 

8. Australian producers have,· and can expect, no 
Government guarantee of costs of production or of 
market outlets at payable prices. 

9. The economic future is causing grave concern to 
the. Industry as a whole. 

10. It is considered that rigid adherence to organised 
and orderly marketing arrangements is mol'e neces
sary than ever before. Any departure by any 
dealer from those arrangements, whether to further 
his own interests or those of any individual grower, 
will inevitably develop into a landslide, with pl'ices 
fo!ced down to levels which will make it impossible 
for growers to remain in busin-ess. 

Ways of Disruption by a Dealer 
Pri-ce Cutting: The A.D.F.A. rule that no dealer or 

packer may buy fruit from a grower is directed against 
the cutting of prices. - . 

It is obvious that the dealer who was able to offe1· 
Dried l_l~ruits to a wholesaler at even ~d. per lb. less than 
the ruling s~lling price would have no difficulty in seH
ing and other dealers would soon be forced to reduce 
their price to the same level in order to compete with 
him. 

A dealer could not only. cause considerable havoc by 
cutting prices but at the same time he could make a 
substantial profit for himself. 

Th€, estimated returns to growers fo1· sales of Sultanas 
in Australi~ this year is £139 per ton, while the average 
r.eturns from export markets is estimated at £95 per ton. 
As rsta-Led befor-e, the grower, after receiving a first 
advanee per ton on delivery to the packillg house, has 
to wait several months before receiving fi,nal payment, 
and with the termination of the British Government 
contract, will now have to wait even longer. 

A dealer who Was prepared to buy from the growel' 
for cash would not find it difficult to persuade the grower 
to accept a price of, say £5 per ton less, if the cash 
were forthcoming immediately, in preference to waiting 
many months for his money. The dealer could even 
offer the grower £5 per ton more, and the induc.ement 
to the grower to sell for immediate cash would be even 
stronger. 

The dealer, while still observing the home quota, could 
then offer the fruit to the Australian wholesalers ·at less 
than the price fixed by The A.D.F.A., and thus make a 
substantial profit which would be far more than if he 
sold in the normal way and received a commission of 
about 4 o/o on sale. 

.An inStance of this has occurred this year in New 
SoUth w·ales-the first disruption of orderly marketing 
since 1937. 

Three Prune dealers in New South Wales, who were 
operating outside A.D.F.A. channels, although they 
observed the home and export quotas, rec·ently reduced 
the price of Prunes to wholesalers by 3d. per lb. In 
order to meet this· competition, The A.D.F.A. also had 
to reduoo the fixed _price of Prunes by 3B. per lb. and 
it is estimated that this will cost growers about £56,000. 

Disregard of Export Quotas 
Disregard of the export quotas ·by anyone must inevit~ 

ably lead to the collapse of the Industry and a return to 
the chaos of the 1930's. Consumers -would temporarily 
get cheaper fruit, but an Australian price level -would 
have to be re-established by some means to save growers 
from disaster. 

Board's Policy on Licence Restrictions 
It has been the policy of the Board since 1927 to 

limit the number of dealers to that necessary and 
adequate for the needs of the Industry. 
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This polic;y has been based on the history of marketing 
in the 1ndustry and, in particular, on the Report of the 
Development and Mig1·ation Commission, under the chair
manship of the late Sir Herbert Gepp, which reported 
on the Dried Fruits Industry in Australia to the .Com
monwealth ,Government in November, 1927. 

That Coinmission found, inter alia, that the numbers 
of packing sheds (67) and dealers (62) then operating 
in ,:::,ou~n AUStralia were who11y disproportiOnate to the 
needs of the Industry and that the costs of production 
would be corisiderably l.e,ss if the number of packers 
and dealers were red,uced. 

It accordingly recommended that the registrations of 
packers and dealers be reduced to the minimum requiTed 
for the efficient_ handling and marketing of Dried Fruits. 

That recommendation was adopted by the South Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Board and has been followed ever 
since. 

The Board believes that the registration of a number 
of dealers, however great then· knowledge and experience 
of the Industry may be, beyond those a-ctually necessary 
and adequate to market the Dried Fruits produced in 
South Australia (estimated to be 26,624 tons in Season 
1953) would not benefit the Industry but would lead to 
such competition for business as would sooner or later 
result in price-cutting and/ or non-observance of the 
quota principle, with the inevitable consequence that 
growers' would be forced out of business. 

The Board, has -no desire to make the Industry a close· 
p1•eserve for present dealers, but it is fi,rmly· of the 
opinion that the economic stability of the lndustl·y must 
have first consideration, and any individual interests, 
whether of producer, paCker, dealer or consumer, which 
conflict with those of the industry aSJ a whole, must give 
Way. 

Policy for Granting Licences 

The Board is fully aware of the desirability of 
encouraging new market outlets hut considers it would 
be unwise to divert produce from well-established market
ing channels unless there was some definite evidence that 
this· was necessary in the interests of both growers and 
consumers. 

From the statutol'y returns made to the Board, it is 
clear that each dealer in South Australia has close con
nections with a particular packing house, In fact, nine 
(9) of the fifteen (15) registered dealers are also regis
tered packers. 

The Board consid.ers that the present packing houses 
registered are perfectly capabl-e of processing the South 
Austr~lian prOduction, both now and in the foreseeable 
future,. and that the present complementary facilities 
for dealing are, and will be, quit-e adequate. 

In the Season 1952, the total South Australian pack 
was 12,471 tons. This represented a decrease of 17.7% 
on the previous season and is acCounted for by heavy 
rain at harvest time. The estimate -for Season 1953 is, 
as already· stated, 26,624 tons. It has also been -esti
mated that when th-e new South Australian plantings 
come into bea1~ing, the South Australian production, if 
seasonal conditions are favourable, will increase by 
from 5,000 to 7,000' tons per annum. This increase will 
not -cause the Industry any concern fl'om the point of 
view of adequate and efficient packing and dealing or 
call for any furthe1· packing houses or dealers. 

The Board is of the opinion that until such time as 
the State's production becomes so great, by reason of 
additional plalltings, that it cannot be efficiently handled 
by existing facilities, further registration of packers and 
dealers cannot benefit the Industry, but would have the 
opposite· effect. 

It is to be remembered that the Industry has emphatic~ 
ally stated that, in its opinion, at least 61000 ac!'es of 
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the 14,000 acres of new plantings recommended by the 
Australian Agricultural Council, which recommendation 
has been accepted and put into effect by the State 
Governments, are superfluous to the needs of the world's 
markets, and that production beyond that obtainable 
from 8,000 acres cannot be marketed without depressing 
prices. 

At the present time, the Board c·onsiders that the 
question of th~ circumstances in which, or the applicant 
to whom, registration as a dealer should or would be 
granted, is entirely academic, as the number of dealers 
now registered is quite adequate and no further regis
tration is at present necessary or d·esirable. 

However, so far as the question may require an 
answer, the Board is of the following opinion:-

NO dealer has been 118gistered, or .applied for regis
tration as a dealer (except Glen Ellen Cannery Ltd. 
~in 1951-and Barossa Canneries Ltd.-in 1950-
both of whose registrations as packers and deal.ers 
are strictly limited and we1·e granted on special 
grounds) for at least 16 years. Apart from the 
two first mentioned, every d-ealer in operation at 
present has been in business fol- many years and 
is well-established. 

With the exception of Angas Park Fruit Company 
and Robern DTied Fruit COmpany, and the three (3) 
growers-packers-dealers, all dealers' registrations are held 
by co-operative companies or limited companies, with 
perpetual succ-ession. 

There is no reg-istered dealer who is an individual or 
free-lance dealer such aS Russell would presumably be. 

If a new dealer's registration were necessary, on 
present indications, it would be only in the unlikely 
ev-ent of the lapse of an existing registl'ation. In that 
case, the Board would prefer to grant registration to 
a dealer who was also a packer, in order to keep the 
costs of production down, as recommended in the R-eport 
of the Development and Migration Commission, and it 
would prefer the applicant to be, not ·an individual, 
but either a co-operative company, whose profits would 
r-evert to the gTowers, or a proprietary company with 
the necessary organisation,_ capital and fi:nancial stability. 

Reasons for Opposing Present Application 
The dealers now registered in South Australia are in 

sufficient numbers and _have had sufficient experienCe to 
enable them to handle the marketing of Dried Fruits 
produced in South Australia in .an orderly, satisfactory 
and economic manner. 

On present indications, and having rega~·,d to the out
put to b;e expected when the new plantings above 
ref,erred to come into bearing, the number of dealers 
now registered will be quite adequate for some time in 
the fores"'eahle future. The ad<l,ition::tl production from 
further plantings must, in view of Australian consump
tion, ·be marketed overseas. It would there be dealt 
with by foreign dealers in foreign markets, and not by 
Australian dealers in Australia. Additional dealers in 
Australia cannot affect overseas trading. 

No person engaged in the IndUstry of producing pro
cessing and deali_ng in Dried Fruits and no cons~mers 
have at any time suggested or complained that ·the 
present number of dealers in this State are inadequate 
to serve their interests, or have requested that further 
registrations should be granted by the Board. 

If the applicant were granted1 registration as a d-ealer 
existing' dealers or some one or more of them would 
necessarily be deprived of pa1·t of his or their business. 
Mr. -Russell ·can only build up a business as a dealer at 
the -expense of those already register-ed, including his 
former employer, Crowe & Newcombe, Ltd. 

If the applicant were granted registration as 14 dealer 
having regard to' the present state of th8 Industry and 
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its future economic outlook, ,a dangerous pre.cedent 
would be creat-ed. If this application were granted, the 
Board could not conscientiously refuse to grant further 
applications by other persons who had similar qualifica
tions to those of Mr. Russell and who were situated in 
like cireumstances. The Board anticipates that if this 
application were approved, it. would lead to a flood of 
applications which could not then be refused, 

In that eVent, the Board considers that the breakdown 
of orderly marketing would inevitably follow. In view 
of the economic outlook, especially the certain difficulties 
to be encountered on overseas markets and the uneco
nomic ~Bxpansion of the Industry in Australia, it is con
sidered that an unlimited number of dealers soon-er or 
later would certainly disrupt the present orderly market
ing anangements -by price-<:utting to- wholesalers in 
Australia and by non-observance of the export quota 
)rinciple. 

There is no satisfactoi'y evidence or any evidence that 
the applicant has any or sufficient capital to engag·e in 
the business of a. dealer. In order to :deal to· the extent 
indicated on his form of application for registration, it 
is estimated that Mr. Russell would require a capital 
of at least £50,0·00. Th-ere is no. evidence that the 
applicant haS satisfactory facilities for the processing, 
packing and storing of Dried Fruits in which he proposes 
to deal. 

If the applicant has not the capital mentioned above, 
and it is considered that he has not, but is being pro
vided therewith, a reaSonable inference to be drawn is 
that it will be provided by some person or persons 
actively interested in the Dried Fruits Industry, who 
either has or have already a dealer's registration and 
for some r·eason does or 'do not wish to make use of- it 
or, -by reason of some arrangement enter-ed into, cannot 
make use of it -without restriction, or who for some un

. disclosed reason does or dO not wish to make applica
tion for registration in person. 

The Board cpnsiders and is of the opinion that Mr. 
Russell is but a -nominee for the tru~. and so far un
disclosed, applicant, who has not seen fit to apply him
s-elf for registration as a dealer. 

There is no satisfactory evidence that .the applicant 
would, if granted registration as a dealer, abide by the 
!narketing conditions laid down .by The A.D.F.A. and 
endorsed by the Board. · 

His application discloses that he int-ends to buy direct 
from growers, so that the possibility that he may offer 
Dried Fruits to Australian wholesalers at less than the 
pTices :fixed b~r 'l'he A.D.F.A., even though he may observe 
the export quota system, is a r-eal one. 

The policy of the Board with reg-ard to restricting 
the number of registered packing houses and dealers 
and expressed herein, was approved by the applicant 
while he was a member of the Board. 

There is no evidence that further competition between 
dealers in this State could result in more Dried Fruits 
being sold in Australia without the cutting of prices. 
The Board is satisfied that the present dealers are doing 
everything in their po.wer to· sell Dried Fruits and explore 
further marketing outlets. The state of overseas markets 
leaves no room for complacency among dealers and the 
Board is satisfied that there_ is none. 

The· Board, in considering Mr. Russell's · applicatiori 
for registration as a dealer, had full regard to the present 
and futur·e economic situation of the Dried Fruits In~ 
dustry and to the interests of producers, packers, dealerS 
and consumers, and was and is of the opinion that the 
granting of registration as a dealer to the applicant 
was, for the reasons set out above, not in the interests 
of the Industry as a whole and would, in fact, be preju
dicial to those interests. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

J 

>J 
J 

I 

I 

fl'to.ductio.n and Ma'ilieting 
GREATER EMPIRE PREFERENCE ESSENTIAL 

A.D.F:A. Seeks Restoration ·of Lost Preferences 

With a crisis imminent in the. sales of Australian Dried 
Fruits overseas and the downward movement of the price 
level causing concern, the need for adequate tariff pro
tection within the Empir·e assumes a more prominent, 
though no less important, position than ~er.etofore. 

The Board of Management decided at a recent meet
ing to again press with the Australian Government the 
urgent need for the restoration of preferences lOst at 
Geneva in 1947. At that time the Industry lost the 
foUowing· tariff advantages:-

United Kingdom. £E2 ton on Sultanas and Apricots. 
Complete protection on Prunes, Pears, Peaches and Nec
tarines. 

Canada. £A9/-/7 ton on Lexias; 7~o/o ad valorem on 
Apricots, Pears, Peaches. and Nectarines. Complete pro
tection on Prunes. · 

New Zealand. £NZ2/6/8 ton on Lexias; £NZ13/10/8 
ton on Apricots. 

Ceylon. Complete protection on all varieties. 
Special submissions have already been made for Dried 

Vine Fruits to the Australian Government, but the 
marketing trend for Dried Tree Fruits rind for Prunes 
is such that the need to recove1· the lost preferences on 
these varieties assumes greater importance. 

Submission to Minister for Commerce 

A case has now been placed before the Minister on the 
following grounds. 

Since 1947 until 1953 the need for p~·eferential tariff 
rates in Empire Markets for Dri~d Tree Fruits and 
Prunes was slight, for total production coul'd be sold on 
the home market. ,The position, however, changed in 1953_. 
due to the following major factors:-

(i) increased plantings .under the War.Service Land 
Settlement Scheme came into full bearing. As a 
result production increased heavily. 

(ii) price consciousness and selectivity of products 
by consumers became more marked as adequate 
supplies became available· on· the home market. 

(iii) competition by canners and manufacturers for 
fresh Tree Fruits lessened for the same reasons 
as those stated in (ii) aboVe. · 

On the Comm·onwea!th market price adjustments be
came necessary during 1953 and again this year. With the 
exception of Apricots consumer resistance was not over
come, and this year it has been found neces~ary to test 
ov-erseas markets. 

New Zealand has always been considered a good outlet 
for Australian Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes, but on 
this market, both in 1953 and 1954, greater_ selectivity 
by buyers was encountered for they were ·able to pur
chase from other sources. The lessened New Zealand 
demand in 1953 for Prunes was, fortunately, offset by 
disposal to- the United Kihgdom which, on the lifting of 
controls by the British Government, was eager to bUy 
this fruit. This eager buying was put down as a reaction 
to the years of severe 1~ationing under governmental con
trol, and reasonable prices were· obtained befor-e Cali
fornian and Yugo-Slavia Prunes reached the market. In 
1953 overseas markets were found for surplus stocks of 
Dried Peaches and P-ears which could not be sold in 
Australia. 
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This year buying conditions overseas have settled down 
and with increased production of the drieil varieties, and 
the fact that the Commonwealth market will not absorb• 
the full tonnages· available, promotion of sales, par
ticularly in the United Kingdom and New Zealand, is 
essential. 

Prices for 1954 season's Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes 
both on the Commonwealth and New Zealand markets for 
a number of quality grades, have already been reduced. 
Further reductions will heavily hit growers whose costs 
of production are high. Prunes and Peaches this year 
have been shipped to London on consignment, and in the 
case of Prunes, will _be subject to strong competition 
from California and Yugo-Slavia. 

At the time of writing indications for Apricots are 
somewhat better, due almost entirely to the continued 
demand for this variety by the Commonwealth market, 
but if this demand lessens and overseas markets have to 
be sought for appreciable quantities, competition will 
be immediately encountered from the export subsidy 
programme of. the U.S~A. 

The A.D.F.A. believ·es that the time is not far 
distant when Australia will have to export a_ fair pro
portion of its production of Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes, 
and it feels that, before highly competitiv-e trading con
ditions are met, steps should be taken by the Australian 
Government to seek reinstatement of the lost prefer-ential 
tal'iffs . 

Compared with the tonriages of Dried Vine Fruits 
which are involved in securing preferential treatment on 
Empire markets the tonnages quoted are indeed small, 
but nevertheless they repres·ent a livelihood to many 
Dried Fruits growers who, unless adequately protected, 
wid be faced with unsold stocks or such drastic reduc
tions in prices as to make their costs of production 
irrecov-erable. 

Peaches 
Production for 1954 has increased tremendously as 

the result of ~essened demand by canners lor the fresh 
fTuit. Comparative tonnages for the seasons 1949-1954 
are given for The A.D.F.A. only. This Association 
handles approximately 75o/o of the Australian pack. 

1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 (estd.) 
·Tons . 293 210 228 180 261 505 
Index Move-

ment . 100 72 78 61 89 172 
It will be seen that the dramatic increase this season 

sets up- marketing problems not previously ·encountered. 
Disposal of the additional tonnage on the Commonwealth 
market is not possible. It is bel:eved that _the existing 
level of sales is the maximum that this market will take 

·in view of the fact that with a preference for Dried 
Apricots, the demand for Peaches may lessen-certaillly 
it will not improve. This Assoc~ation has already i'ecog
_nised the need to export, .and as already· stated, consign
ment shipments have been sent to London; 50o/o of the 
pack has been ear-marked fOr export. Offers at attractivli! 
prices have been made to New Zealand, but selling' is 
slow. In 1953 this market took a mere 18 tons (A.D.F.A. 
only). 

In the same y·ear out of a production of 261 tons the 
ho1i1e- market absorbed 150 tons, Services 79 tons Ex
ports 32 tons. Assuming the same tonnage is said in 
the Commonwealth and. to the _SerVices, (the latter is 
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extremelY doubtful now that Korean hostilities have 
ceased), 276' tons will have to b-e exported. The need for 
preferential treatment in Empire markets is therefore 
appar·ent. 

Pears 
This is another variety of Dried Tree Fruits which is 

difficult to sell when Dried Apricots are freelY available. 
Production has increased in 1954 and the following com
parisons for Seasons 1949-1954 are given (A.D.F.A. 
only). 

~ 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 (estd.) 
Tons ... 
Xndex Move-

240 101 120 72 72 104 

ment . 100 42 50 30 30 43 
The A.D.F.A. handles approximately 64% of the 

Australian pack. 
In 1953 the home market absorbed 72 tons, the Ser

vices 17 tons, 1 ton was exported to New Zealand. For 
1954 indications are that, with a sufficiency of Apricots, 
the Commonwealth will take no mor·e (:Perhaps less) 
than in 1953. The demand by the Services has weakened. 
It can be anticipated that about 30 tons will have to he 
sold overseas. This tonnage may appear to be slight, but· 
on a percentage basis it is appreciable. Improved prefer
ence tariffs will considerably- assist. A.D.F.A. Selling 
Agents this season are permitted to expoTt without 
quantitative restriction. 

Nectarines 
Production of this variety is compa1•atively small, the 

Australian pack never having risen above 30 tons since 
1950 ·until this season. This year The A.D.F.A. pack 
alone is in excess of 50 tons. Comparative production 
(A.D.F.A. only) for Seasons 1949-1954 is:-

1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 (estd.) 
Tons ..... 
Index Mov·e

30 11 14 10 26 52 

ment . 100 37 47 
The A.D.F.A. handles some 

tralian pack. 

33 87 173 
78o/o of the total Aus-

In past seasons almost the whole of these tonnages have 
been disposed of in the Commonwealth, mainly because 
of the inadequacy of Apricot supplies. It is doubtful 
whether the home market will now take 50o/o, but assum
ing it does, some 26 tons will need to be exported. For 
the first time for some years prices and quantities are 
being quoted to overseas buyers, and A.D.F.A. Selling 
Agents may export without restriction on q~antity. 

Apricots 
Based on the fact' that demand by the home market 

has be-en good in past seasons, and in anticipation that 
consumer demand would continue this year, small in
creases we:t~e taken last December for the higher grades 
but Standard grades, Plain and Slabs were all reduced 
in price. These decreases were:-

Standard, 5 cr. to 3 cr. 1ld. lb. 
Standard, 1 cr. . . . . 3d. lb. 
Plain . . 4d. lb. 
Slabs . . . . . . . . . . 3d. lb. 

below~ 1953 
below 1953 
below 1953 
below 1953 

The result ·of future trading conditions will indi'cate 
whether price reductions will be necessary this or next 
season, or later, on the higher quality fruit. 

In so far as production bY Victorian growers is con
cerned, by far the greater proportion is in the lower 
quality fruit. Whole Dried Apricots, of which Victoria 
produced 6.3% in its 1953 pack, sell so poorly that they 
have been d-e-listed by The A.D.F.A. and are now sold 
"at best"-that is, what the market will offer. 

On overseas markets the price basis has been difficult 
to determine for only small shipments were made during 
1953. Season 1954 quotations have been based on an 
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equivalent Commonwealth market return, but whether 
these quotations will be reached will greatly depend on 
the eff-ect of American prices under the export subsidY 
programme. Failing their achievement, recourse· will need 
to be had to shipping f1•uit on consignment. 

The immediate Commonwealth market prospects are 
reasonably good. While retail' prices are high this is due 
to a continued demand- for this variety of Dried Fruit, 
and the fact that, in the past, two factors have created 
a shortage:-

(i) strong competition from jam manufactm'l8l'S1 

canners and glace fruit prOcessors; and 
(ii) additional plantings in newly established soldier 

settlements not yet in full production. -
New plantings are, however, now coming into full 

production, and there is reason to believ-e that competi
tion through other channels of d"emand is lessening. This 
appears particularly so in respect to glace fruit, and 
the outlook for canning is such, that if competitive con
dit~ons are experienced overseas, the canning industry 
may reduce its denmnd in the coming seasons. As an 
indication of the effect that the weakened impact of the 
two factors detailed in the prec-eding paragraph has had 
this season on Dried Apricot production, the following 
tonnages for 1949-'1954 are quoted. The A.D.F.A. handles 
approximately 60% of the total Australian pack. 

Season 

1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954* 

*EstiTnated. 

Tons 
1,083 
1,039 

878 
617 
881 

1.670 

Index Movement 

100 (base) 
96 
81 
57 
81 

154 

On the assumption that future demand through other 
consuming channels continues on the level experienced 
this season, dried pi'oduction will increase as -further 
plantings come into full bearing. 

At this stage it is difficult tO- assess the maximum con
sumptive capacity of all markets for Australian Dried 
Apricots. It is anticipated that if production increases to 

'the pTe-war record of 2,147 tons in.1938, marketing 
problems will immediately arise-as' they have a1·isen, 
this season, with Peaches which showed an outstanding 
tonnage increase, and also with Prunes which a season 
or so ago were in heavy demand, yet for 1953 unsold 
stocks were carried forward and sales are slow .this year. 

The Commonwealth market has been the main con
sumer due to short supplies and the recognition by this 

URGENT TO CURRANT 
GROWERS 

• Low grade Currants have no future. 
• For better quality, prune to main two bud 

spurs. 
• Concentrate on the growth of these buds. 
• Eliminate all "adv-entitious" £hoots that 

destroy grade by 1·ubbing them off at bud 
burst. 

• Rain damage on bold fruit- developed is 
greatly diminished by Hormone spray at 
setting. 

• H not sure of the 1·ecommendations try out 
alternate rows. 

QUALITY IS THE PROFIT MARGIN 
• Now re-read the Editorial. 
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AssOciation that this market should receive preferential 
treatment. 

Provided the home market will absorb its releases this 
year full availability. will be approximately 1400 tons, 
but this is far more than the market has ever taken in 
the past, and indications are that some portion of this 
quantity wiU have to be ·exported, which will be additional 
to the 70 tons' already earmarked. 

The competitive factor in overseas markets is already 
a problem which will need to be met even in disposing 

· -of the initial allocation. New Zealand has been regarded 
as Australia's best buyer, but it would be unable to 
absorb the entire 270 tons and such further quantity as 
may not be sold in the Commonwealth. The next likely 
buyer is the United Kingdom, and on this market -com
petitive p1·ic-e conditions will be met from American 
~ubSidised Apricots. 

AU in all the deferred prospects are not encouraging. 
Those in the immediate future are not problematical, but 
it is felt that it would be most unwise to launch 
expansion beyond that alr-eady planned by the Australian 
Agricultural Council until future marketing conditions 
can be more accurately ascertained. 

Prunes 
In 1952 The A.D.F.A. packed 57.5% of total Aus

tralian production; in 1953 it packed -55.1%. It is 
anticipated that the 1954 proportion will approximate 
55%. 

The following Australian production figures for 1949-
1953 are quoted, Tonnages are in dry weight. 

Season 

1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954* 

*Estimated. 

Tons 
1,979 
2,261 
2,771 
2,41"9 
3,175 
4,412 

Index Movement 
100 (base) 
114 
140 
122 
160 
223 

It will be seen that production has more than doubled 
over the last six years. 

The A;D.F.A. has encountered marketing problems· 
since 1953. It may be stated that similar problems hav-e 
confronted non-Association producers. These problems 
have .resulted in 

(i) a carry-over of unsold stocks of the 1953 har
vest into 1954: 

(ii) a slower l'ate of selling in 1953, and again in 
1954, than in pr·evious years; 

(iii) drastic price reductions. 
The following information applies to The A.D.F.A. 

pnly. 

Carry over from_1953 Was 90 toni:). (In Previous years. 
the .entire crop had been advantageously sold before th-e 
end of the season. 1953 stocks have now been quitted, 
but at' he8.vily reduced prices.) 

1954 ,pack is estimated at 2, 700 tons and releaSes have 
been made in equal proportions to· the home and overseas 
markets. With half the season already passed 1,200 tons, 
of an -availability of 1,350 tons, still remain to be taken 
up by the Commonwealth market. 

Ov-erseas orders are very slow. New Zealand, which has 
always been regarded as the best overseas buyer, has 
not taken up its full quota, and Prunes have now been 
shipped to London on consignment, wh~re keen competi
tion will be met from California and Yugo-SlaVia. 

For the first time for many y.ears it has been necessary 
this year, to seek a statutory quota for home consump
tion so that with surplus fruit now available the more 
lucr~tive market will be equitably shared by all growers 
-whether A.D.F.A. or non-Association. The interim 
quota is 30o/o, and this is considered to be more than 
necessary on present indications. 

As from 25th January laSt Commonwealth prices of 
unsold 1953 Prunes were heavily reduced by 5d. lb. 
for 90/100s; and 3d. lb. for 100/120s and Smalls. On 
17th May, 1953, Smalls were de-listed entirely and sales 
\Vere made "at best." 

In respect to -1954 Prunes Commonwealth opening 
p1·ices were r-educed below those for 1953 by Hd. lb. for 
60/70s and 100/120s; 2d. lb. fOl' 70/SOs; 3~d. lb. for 
80/90s; 5d. lb. for 90/100s and Hd. lb. for Smalls. On 
17th May further reductions of opening prices were 
made. These were ld. lb. for 60/70s; 21;d. lb. for 70/SOs; 
3d. lb. for 80/90s; and 4d. lb. for 90/100s and 100/120s. 
Smalls were de-listed at this date. 

On the New Zealand market 60/70s and higher counts 
of the 1953 pack were reduced by 2d. lb. A.C. on 26th 
August, 1953. In respect to 1954 Prunes reduttions 
below 1953 prices were made for opening prices of ld. 
lb. A.C. for S0/90s and 2;\d. lb. A.C. for 90/100s. On 
.29th June, 1954, further reductions were made as 
follows:-

70/80 
80/90 
90/100 .. 
100/120 . 

Moist Pack 
4d. lb. 
4~d. lb. 
5?.id. lb. 
5ad. lb. 

Dry Pack 
3~d. lb. 
4id. lb. 
5d. lb. 
4!ld. lb. 

Reductons on 28 oz. cans are now under consideration. 
In the Un~ted Kingdom, it has not been possible to set 

prices. Prunes have been sent on consignment, but, as 
already stated, Prunes from 'CalifOrnia and Yugo-Slavia 

- are highly competitive. It is hoped that the better 
quality of Australian Prunes will result in more favour
able _p1•ices than those quoted by foreign competitors. 

EMPIRE PREFERENCE NEEDS OVERHAULING 
Coincidentally with the latest approaches by The 

A.D.F .A. for gl'eater tariff protection the Australian 
press has recently campaigned for a]l. OVe1·haul of the 
advantages gained at Ottawa-advantages which at that 
time saved the Dried Fruits Industry in this country from 
collapse. The main obstacle to a re-instatement of 
original preferences is the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (G.A.T.T.). We hav-e from time to time re
ported on the effects to the Industry, and indeed to 
Australia, of the prohibitive clauses of this agreement. 

The following comments have bCen gleaned from 
newspaper articles. 

Political Parties Sympathetic 
Moves for a review of the Ottawa Agreement to bring 

-it- intO line with modern ne-eds--would receive probably 
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unanimous support from the two Government parties in 
the House of Representatives. 

This was shown by lobby comments on the agreement
when Government members of the new Parliament as
"sembled in Canberra for their first party meeting-s. 

Country Party members say that against th~ back
ground of price rises of several 100 per cent. since the 
agreement was made, the protection it now affords to 
Australian primary industries is almost valueless. 

. A conspicuous example of this is the crisis confronting 
the Australian Dried ~ruit Industry which is having- the 
greatest difficulty in marketing products in Britain 
against American and S,outhern European competition. 
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Canada Helps 
Although this industry has -been consider-ed one.of those 

longest to retain benefits from the agreement Ottawa 
protection has ceased to be of significant' value e~ell to it. 

The industry 'is believed to be benefiting more fTom the· 
protection it is g-etting in Canada under the Canada .. 
Australian agreement tha11 it is getting in Britain under 
Ottawa. 

Many Liberal Party members think the agTeement 
should be recast to aclmowledg.e the vast industrial de
velopm~nt in Australia in the- past 22 years. 

This- would mean that in future new Australian in- · 
dustries woul? not b~ launched under the enduring handi
cap of excessw.e capital costs d~e to the need for buying 
plant and eqUipment from Britain when similar plant 
could he obtained elsewhere much more cheaply. 

Two Views 
Mem~er~ agTee t~:;t-t the basic principl·e of tl'ade prefel'

ences Withm the Bnt1sh Commonwealth should be retained 
and made effective to Teinforce the Commonwealth as a 
cohesive group. 

But there is equally strong agreement. that the basis 
o~ preference should ~e ~ecast to ·become genuinely re
ciprocal, and that prmc1ples which wer.e- effective 22 
years ago will have to be_ drastically revised in detail to 
adapt them· to modern needs. 

Ministers predict that first hints of firm Gove~nment 
policy on the futrire of th.,e Ottawa Agreement will emerge 
in the next few months. · 

Ch<ambers of Commerce 
The Melbom'ne Chamber of Commerce wants a com

plete review of the Ottawa Agreement, 
Its pres~ dent, Sir John Allison, said vast changes had 

occurred smce the agreement was made, Imperial prefer
ence, howev.er, should be retained, he said. 

It was the base on which a closely knit British Com
monwealth economic ·well-being _depended and the best 
contribution to peace. But Imperial preference while 
desirable in principle, had too long been rega;ded as 
immutable in detail, said Sir John, 

The preference we gave Britain was sev.eral times . 
more Valuabl·e than that acco:t;ded to us by her. Any agree
ment should confer equal benefits. Unless Britain recog
nised that principle, a growing resentment towards 
Imperial pref-erence would develop in Australia. 

The best way to retain Imperial preference 1!'\\ras _ to 
recognise the changeS. 

The Congr.ess of the 

Federation of Chambers of Commerce 

of the British Empire .recognised the desire of Cominon
wea~th and Empire countries to establish balanced 
economies, but declared against protectio'n of uneconomic 
industries. 

CaPital investment to develop Commonwealth and 
Empire resources shciuld be encouraged in every possible 
way, the congress said, and main reliance should be on 
private funds. 

Industries 
A Commonwealth conference to revise all preferences 

under the Ottawa agreement was suggested by the director 
of the Empire Industries Association, Mr. W. A. Wells._ 

Such a Conferenc-e would be no use ·however, unless 
G.A.T.T .. (General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs) 
were rad:cally amended or repudiated altogether, he said. 

Mr. Wells said most of the _pr·eferences now in existence 
were arr~nged un.d-er th~ Ottawa Agreement 22 years 
ago, and It was .qmte obv10us that changed circumstances 
needed changed· preferences. 

Each individual tariff should be examined and dis
discussed among members of the Commonwealth and 
such. changes mad·e as were mutually agreeable. Un~ 
happily, a conference ·_would be a waste of time as long 
as Commonwealth countries remain signatories , to_ 
G.A.T.T., Mr. W-ells continued. 

Under this "pernicious". agreement, said Mr. Wells, 
preference margins could' be reduced or abolished but 
not incr-eased. ' 

Commonwealth countries shouid demand restoration 
of their right to adjust preferences upwards if circum
stances demand-ed, to institute new ones if considered 
desirable, and to Ihake any other changes on which they 
might agree-. 

REPUDIATE G.A.T;T. 
One of the first steps then is the repudiation or at 

best, a far-reaching amendment to G.A.T.T. Th~ decks 
wo~ld ·then be cl·eared for negotiations on an unrestricted 
bas_~s fo1•. the agreement by Empire countries to prefer
.,entml tariff rates which would be mutually advantageous. 

pUR OVERSEAS COMPETITORS 
We are indebted to "Dried Fruits Topics" for the 

following information concerning other producing coun
tries. 

California 

Subsidised. Exports: Under the 1953/4 Export Subsidy 
programme, to January 16, 1953, nearly 34~000 tons had 
been approved for export. This included 25,000 tons to 
the United Kingdom. · 

Under th~ 1952/3 programme,_about88,000 tons were 
exported. From these figures, it 'would appear that the 
programme for 1953/4 is not as successful as in the 
previous year. · 

Marketing Plan Review: Differences of opinion have 
arisen in California over the present Raisin Marketing 
Programme. The U.S.A. Secretary for Agriculture and 
a majority of packers want the present -order terminated 
and a new progTamme formulated. TheY consider that 
with a short -crop in sight, this is the time to do so. 
Grower representatives on the committee are opposed to 
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any alteration until more is known about 1954 season 
production. 

Surplus P.ool Disposal: Early in May, the Raisin 
Administrative Committee, with approval of the U.S.A. 
Department of Agriculture, offeTed 20,000 tons of 
Thompsons from the 1952 Surplus Pool to packers at 
?.15 cents per lb., for packing and special offer to buyers 
m Japan, Korea and Formosa. This offer enabl.es packers 
to quote lqw prices. The cost for ThompsOns in e_qliiva:
lent Australian currency is . . £61 10 0 _per t-on 
Packers receive a subsidy on ex-

port of . . . . 20 0 0 per ton 

Net cost of fruit . . . . . . . . "£41 10 0 per ton 
Add cost ?f packhig, stem loss, etc. 15 0 0 per ton 

----
Net f.o.b. cost . . £56 10 0 perton 

----
If frlf"it were confined to the three countries specified, 

Austrahan agents would have no re_ason for complaint, 
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but buyers there are offering the fruit on other Paeific 
markets, and our trade is suffering,. in consequence. 

Surplus Offerings Withdrawn: In mid-May, the -RaiSin 
Committee withdreW its offering of Thompsons to 
packers, after 7500 tons had been sold. This was due to 
the unfavourable ,outlook for the 1954 crop and un
certainty as to tbe tonnage of raisin varieties- that 
winerh~'S' would crush. 

Stabilisation Plan: "California Fruit News," of 10th 
April reports that at a meeting of grape growers held- at 
Fresno there was a unanimous vote for a stabilisation 
programme beginning 1954 season. Iri. g-eneral, what it 
wanted is some method to curtail production of grapes 
and to control quality, and theri to agr.ee upon an assess
ment of producers for the purpose. Sun-Maid organisa
tion has pledged the Co-operatives' support for the 
scheme. There is difference of opinion among producers 
as to whether or not, or how much, they should -be 
assessed. 

South Africa 
' 1953 Crop Records: We have received from the South 

African Dried Fruits Board a copy of its annual report 
for 1953. From this, we have culled some items ·Of 
interest.: 

ProdUction of Dried Vine Fruits for 1953 amounted 
to 9833 tons, made up of Raisins, 4270 tons; Currants, 
1000 tons; Sun-dried Sultanas, 1022 tons; Bleached Sul
tanas, 811 tons; Thompson's Seedless, 2318 tons;_ Stalk
Raisins, 222 tons; Muscatels, 190 tons. 

From these figures it would appear that Sultanas are 
dried and marketed in 3 classes-(a) dipp-ed and sun
dried; (b) sulphur-bleached_; and (c) un.dipped as with 
Californian Thompsons. 

Prices for Raisins and Currants, but .not for Sul
tanas, are fixed by the Board. Payments to producers 
were-for Raisins, 6.36d. per lb., equivalent to -£59/7/6 
per ton; Currants, 12.26d. per lb., equivalent to 
£114/6/S per ton. · 

These returns show a mark-ed variation from Aus
tralian returns to producers, which average £96 _per ton, 
for Raisins (or Lexias) and £86'/10/- for Currants. This 
is due to the fact that South Africa exported 3232 tons 
of Raisins to U.K. at £95 per ton f.o.b., whilst all, Cur
rants were sold locally. Demand for Currants is gr-eater 
than supply, but a prohibition has been placed on 
imports. · 

Turke}' 
1953 Crop Prices: Prices for Smyrna Sultanas have 

been reduced to £72/10/- for No. 9s and to- £83/15/- for 
No. lOs, net f.o.b. lzmir .. These grades .. are equal to -our 
3 Crown and 4 Cl'OWn. The reductions amount to over 
£13 per ton. These pric·es· are uneconomic to- producers-, 
and the. Tur;ldsh Government is paying producers an ex
port subsidy..:....__ranging from £20 to £30 per ton, accord
ing to currency in which payment is made. 

Reduc-ed Freight Rates: Marine 'freight rates from 
Turkey to the U.K. hav·e been reduced from £6 stg. per 
short. ton to £2/5/- stg. This is a reduction of 62o/o. Last 
year, Australian freight rates were increased by 7~ o/o
from £7/17/10 stg. per ton of fruit to £8/9/8. 

This is another ins-tance in which the ~piling up of 
wage and inefficiency costs -of port labour is operating 
against the exporter of primary products. WhilSt we are 
seeking higher· returns to meet increased costs, Turkey is 
reducing prices he~ause of loWer -costs. 

1954 'Crop Report: Advices from- Lond-on and Tu:tkey 
indicate that the 1954 Sffiyrna (!rop is estimated at 
75,000 to 80,000 tons-the same ..,as in 1953-. 

On 11th June, ~ delegation of shippers went from 
Izmir to .An.kara, to discuss with the Minister for Com
merce the amount to be- granted as an export subsidy 
fox 1954. In 1953, the subsidy was l6_.piastres per kilo, 

equivalent to £20 stg. p-e-r ton. For 195.,_. 
the- subsjdy will be reduced to 12 piastres ), 
tO £16 stg. per ton. 

Growers .expect an increase of lOo/o in prict. 
tO the absence of comp~tition from California. 

-Greece and Crete 
Cincturing of Currants: We recently wrote· to a friend 

in Greece, to ascertain if Currant growers there had 
de~·eloped hormone spraying in plaL of cincturing of 
vines. The reply, received in March, stated:-

"No one here seems to have: any idea of hormone· 
spraying in place of cincturing the vines. Cincturing is 
practised generally here, as otherwise, growers explain! 
the berries would remain very stnall. A double cut iS· 
used in cinctul'ing, so that the Surface cut can . be 
pull.ed off like a piece of tape. In areas such ·as 
V ostizzas, it is claimed that. two cuts are made with
out any peeling." 
Our correspondent add$ that, if further -or Iuller .in

formation is required, he would secur-e- it for us. So, if 
any growers would like to _take advantage of the offer, 
please inform us, and we will forward the inquiry. 

1954 Crop Report: During May, l'epmts were received 
by- Greek growers here from friends in Greece that 
frosts, snow and heavy rains in April had caused damage 
to·Currant' crops ·in· Greece to the extent. of 90o/o. Similar 
reports appeared in the press, but the correspondent in 
Gree-c-e advises, on lOth May, that, while it has been 
rUining there as nev.er before, no serious damage has 
been reported to the coming crop. He states: HFears 
are expressed for a' possible appearance of mildew, but 
I believe grow~n's have now the means to fight mild-ew, if 
it does· develop." 

Later C.rc-p Report: Advices from Greece <fated June 
disclose that earlier reports of damage to the Currant 
crop by frost and rain were •e-xaggerated. In the_ area. 
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trom Kalamata to Patras., the yi·eld will be down 10% to 
20%; from Patras to the Gulf, including Vostizza; the 
yield w.ill be up 10% to 20o/o. Therefor-e, the Currant 
crop may equal that of 1953-80,000 tons. 

FRUIT FOR THE MILLIONS? 
We frequently heat o'f the prospects for selling our 

fruits to the teeming millions of the East. 
We recently saw some figures which indicated the 

~rue n_ature of the~e prospects. "Th~ number of peoPh~ 
m Indta employed m Agriculture and animal husbandry 
was 102,700,000, 72% of the total occupied population. 
The average income was •Rs.265 (£25 Aus.) per' head. 
By contrast, the average Australian national income was 
£409 (Aus.) per head." 

What is our chance of selling Dried Fruits to a man 
with an income -of 10/- per we-e-k? ("Dried Fruit Topics.") 

WORLD 'RAISIN PRODUCTION 
HCalifDl'nia Fruit News/' of lOth April, publishes a 

report from the U.S.A. Department of Agriculture on 

wOrld raisin production for 1953, with comparative figures 
foz: 2 ·prior years. Figures are _expressed in short tons. 

Raisins 1953 1952 1951 
Argentina 5,000 5,000 5 000 tons 
Australia 90,600 6'5,500 44

1

600 
Chile 800 800 '900 " 
Cyprus . 6,300 __ 5,400 4,800 :: 
Greece 38,500 38,500 29,200. , 
Iran . . 52,800 49,500 54,500. " 
Spain . 15,000 · 10,800 12,300 , 

~~{.k~frica 7J;~gg 7~;zgg 6~;ggg " 
U.S.A. . 223,000 290,000 236,100 :: 

Total 518,700 545,900 460,100 
" 

Currants 
Australia .. 18,200 12,300 17,600 

" Greece 88,000 85,000 88,000 
Sth. Africa 1,100 800 1,000 " 
U.S.A. 3,200 3,100 " 3,300 

" 
Total 110,500 102,000 109,900 

" 

DRIED GRAPES FOR DISTILLATION 
Permission to Sell for 1954 Sought from Minister 

· The Board of Ma:nagement has asked the Minister fo1' 
Customs to give permission for sales- to be. made to dis
tilleries. The Board's letter is quoted in full: 

"In 1953 pmmission was sought by this Association for 
the ~se. of dried grapes for distillation purposes, and 
pernusswn was granted by you· in accordance with 
regulations of the Excise Act. 

"Permission is now sought on similar lines for the 
disposal of dried grapes in respect to the 1954 harvest 
for it has been assessed that some 1500 tons of sub: 
standar~ Dried Fruits is being held ,by packing houses. 
An arbitrary value, in the absence of firm prices, of 
£31,000 has been placed on these stocks. 

"It is believed that the Viticulturists' Association has 
this y-ear, objected to the use of sub-standard fruif. 
clai!lling that .suffi-cient fresh grapes have been , mad-e 
avmlable for the produ'ction of all required stocks of 
spirit. This Association is _ of the strong opinion that 
the .objection is .ine~uitable, and' will adversely af!ect 
the mcome and hvehhood of D1·ied Fruits growers who 
have always looked to distiiler:ies to take Dried Fruits 
which cannot be graded for human consunwtion_._ 

Fresh Fruit Not a Deterrent 
"To suppOrt this Association's attitude it is desired 

to point out most emphatically that purchases were 
made this season of drying variety grapes in the fresh 
state. It cannot be fairly contended theri by the Viti
culturists' Association that wine grapes production this 
season has been sufficient to meet the demands of dis
tilleries. 

"It i.s desired to emphasise that there are distilleries 
which are anxious to ac'quh·e immediately sf.':lcks of 1954 
&Ub-stan.dard Dried Fruit. 

urn support of this application the f~llowing facts 
are submitted:- . 

"1. Sub-standard. "Dried Fruits will not be pasSed as 
fit for human Consumption by the Department of 
Commerce inspectors or by the various State 
Dried Fruits Boards. 

"2. As the distilleries are the natural and only out
l~t·· for sub-standard fruit any prohibition on 
disposal to them must represent a dead loss to 
Dried Fruits growers. 
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"3. High costs of production emphasise the need for 
growers to realise on this clas·s of fruit. 

"4. In past seasons. the Wine Industry has taken 
large quantities of drying variety gr"apes in the 
fresh state for distillation purposes thereby re
ducing the production of Dried Fruits. As sub
standard fruit is completely acceptable for 
distillation it is logical, and indeed one of 
economic stability to the Dried Fruits' Industry 
that such fruit should not remain unsold whil~ 
fresh drying varieties of grapes are being diverted 
to spirit prodUction. 

· ·Effects of Diversion 

"5. The effects of diversion to distilleries of :fresh 
drying varieties of grapes are two-fold-

(i) (a) It has had iii past seasons, and can 
continue to have, an ·effect on -Dried 
Fruits production resulting in loss of 
sales in competitive markets overseas. 
The Industry has already suffered from 
this diversion by being unable to fulfil 
its obligations in respect to .·expOrts to 
the United Kingdom thus 'compelling 
Great Bl'itain to purchase from the 
U.S.A. The outcome has been that in ob
taining U.S.A. fruit at low subsidised 
prices under the American export pro
gramme, buyers in Great Britain· have 
us_ed them as a depressive in negotiating 
prices for Australian fruit. , 

(-b) Conditions on the United Kingdom mar
ket are highly competitive- now that the 
Ministry of Food has abandoned bulk 
buying' of Dried Fruits and has lifted all 
controls. If sales of Australian fruit are 
to ·be maintained -or, desirably, increased, 
it is essential ·that full supplies al--e 
readilY available to the English· con
sumer. Avoidable hazards, such as ,the 
diversion of fr:esh drying grapes tO the 
distilleries, mUst, to the fullest extent 
possible, be controlled. 
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(ii) Although in Season 1953 most distilleries 
carried fair stocks of spirit there is no assur
ance that this will continue. Recent l'educ
tio'ns in excise duty will stimulate diSposal 
and if in the future spirit stocks aTe low or 
short there will be an inc1·eased demand by 
distilleries for fresh drying grapes to the 
detriment of Dried Fruits production and the 
disposal of s1.tb-standard fruit. 

11 6. Wine grape growers cannot be affeCted for the 
whole of their production would be taken by the 
the Wine Industry before distilleries would even 
consider taking sub-standard fruit. The tonnage 
of sub-standard f1•uit available can never be so 
large as to depress pric-es to wine grower3 supply~ 
ing fresh fruit for spirit. 

ttN ot Refuse" 

"In explanation of what constitutes sub-standard frtiit 
it is known that it has been refeued to by some dis
tilleries as 'r.efuse.' This is a highly misleading definition 
for much of the fruit off.ered and used for spirit is of 
good sugar-content quality, but being dark 'in colour has 
been considered by Government inspectors to be un
suitable for marketing and has therefore been classified 
as unfit for human consumption, 

uThis Association and the IndUstt•y support the high 
standard of Government grading in order to compete 
overseas against the quality fruit from other producing 
coUntries, but if permission cannot be granted by you to 
d:spose of low grade fruit all efforts by the Australian 
Dried Fruit Industry to imProve packing standai'ds must 
be nullified, for the gTowers must get a return for the 
whole of theh• production. 

"It should be emphasised that some distilleries on the 
River Murray were started with the prime objective of 
handling low-gr.!J,de. Dried Fruits, and hav·e operated for 
many years on the basis of utilising these fruits for 
manufacture of fortifying spirit. It Would be a serious 
handicap to these companies if supplies of . low-grade 

Dried Fruits were not readily available to them. As pre~ 
viously Stated some distilleries are, even now, anxiously 
awaiting your permission to acquire sub-standard Dried 
Fruit. 

11lt is considered that the preferential position of 
Doradillp grape growers under the terms of the reg·ula
tion, is unfair and unwarranted; Dried Fruits growers 
shoUld have, at least, an ·equitable position with the 
Doradillo growers. 

Early Decision Sought 

HThe earnest request is, therefo-re, reiterated that you 
grant permission immediately for the purchase of sub
standard fruit by those distilleries who are anxious to 
acquire it. 

"May this Association anticipate :\ro.J.rr__ ~earliest con
sideration of its requ~st and receipt of your notification 
that approval has been, given? 

Seeds for Sale 
11The opportunity is also tal{en of referring to this 

Association's lette1· of 9th June r·egarding the disposal 
to the Mildura ·winery of large quantities of seeds ex~ 
tracted from Lexias in the process of converting them to 
Seeded Raisins. It is understood that your permission to 
deliver has not yet been given, and it is earnestly l'e
quested that ·your consideration to the Association's 
application be given as early as possible." 

Support Sought From Commerce Minister 

A copy of the foregoing lett-er has been sent to the 
Minister for Commerce with the request that he advo
cate the granting of the requisite permission. 

It is a matter of deep regret that to th-e time of going 
to press the Minister for Customs has made no decision. 
Progress so far has been confined to a courteous acknow
ledgment of the Board of Management's letter and -an 
intimation that- the· representations made will be taken 
into considel'ation. 

STOCK FEED 

There have been attempts, particularly in the U.S.A., 
to utilise. Dried Fruits as a stock.food. With the difficulty 
of reaching a suitable basis of negotiation. with dis
tilleries because of the- restrictions of the ·Excise Act 
regulations the Board of Management has obtained data 
from C.S.I.R.O. ·on the nutritiv-e qualities of Dried 
Fruits in· -comparison 'with other fruit products for 
stock consumptjon and those stock feeds in general use. 
This data confirm, unfortunately, that Dried Fruits -may 
not find a commerCially acceptable avenue of sales as a 
stock food. 

Dr. M. C. Franklin, William Mcilraith Fellow, Division 
of Animal Health and Production, C.S.I.•R.O., has given · 
the following opinions ·and data:~ 

"The published _figures for D1•i-ed Fruits show a diges
tible protein content of 0.5 to 1. 7o/o. These values are 
low when· compared with grains (7.5 to 9.4%). 

"The total digestible nutrients p_er 100 lb. (food 
units) of these products varies from about 40 to 75, 
compared with -cereal and l_uc·erne_chaff whiCh contain 50 
fOod units and grains .which- contain 70 to _80. 

''To be of -Value for _stock "feed, Dried Fruits would 
have to be marketed at a pric:e competitive . With other 
fodders when calculat~d on: a food value. basis .. " 
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Data 
Food Units 

(Total 
Digestible Diges_tible 

Product Dry Matter Protein Nutrients) 

% 
Apple PomaCe-

% per 1001b. 

Dried .. 89.4 1.7 64.0 
Wet .. 21.1 0.5 16.0 

CitrUs pulp, dried 90.1 2.5 74.4 
Pineappl-e bran, or 

pulp, dried . . . . 85.3 0.8 61.4 
Raisin plup, dried , 89.4 2.3 47.5 
Rai~ins, cull 84.8 0.8 41.5 
Pear. Pomace .. 88.2 35.5 
Maize .. .. .. 88.5 7.5 83.4 
Grain sorghum 89.8 8.8 81.6 
Oats .. 90.2 9.4 70.1 
Wheat .. .. 89.2 8.6 80.1 
Cereal chaff .. 90 3.0 50 
Lucerne chaff 90 11.0 50 

A good deal of information is, however, available from 
overseas experiments ~m tllie food value of Dried Fruits 
for sheep,· cattle, horses and pigS, and this is being 
obtained from C.S.I.R.O. 
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SHOULD WE GROW MORE CURRANTS? 
In the "Sunraysia Daily," of 6th July, Mr. A. V. Lyon, 

of Mildura, propounds this question. His considered 
article is reprinted he-rewith for it will give food for 
thOught to growers, paTticularly those in South . and 
Western. Australia. 

Mr. Lyon WTites: 
At the present time, there is a deCided set against 

the Currant. The new plantings, including soldier s-ettle
ment, go as far as ·eliminating them altOiether from som~ 
of the. holdings; and there ar-e cases .where pldeT growers 
have· taken their- Currants out. 

The pTesent viewpoint is justified in most of the l'ec~nt 
seasons, in which unfavourable weatheT was the maJor 
factor in .depressing quality. 

But there will be better years, and we piUSt seriously 
consider· whether the unpopularity of the Currant should 
be allowed to proceed to the point where there are in
sufficient _supplies for the available markets. 

Poor quality, Tather than .excess quantity, is the actual 
problein. 

Mr. Malloch has pointed -out that if we cannot grow 
better quality Currants, it may be best not to grow them 
at all. 

-.But he has also pointed out that there are available 
markets- for- Currants, and- that th-ese markets can abe 
held if growers produce b~tter quality. 

Market for Quality 
We ·have a market in Australia for 5000 tons,• Canada 

2000 tons, New Zealand and the East 1000 tons, whilst 
U.K. should absorb annually 10,000 tons-a_ total of 
18,000 tons. Production this year was 13,000 tons. These 
markets can be held Only by producing better quality 
Currants than have ·been maTketed in the past f.ew years. 

The decision now is whether to accept a defeatist atti~ 
tude that we cannot gTow good Currants; or alternatively 
adopt every possible measur-e to- improve the· quality. 

This ·is not an easy task, bec_ause in wet summers, the 
big black bunches are the ones which waste most readily. 

Actually- in some bad seasons higher yields have come 
from careless. pruning, which gives_ the small, winey 
colOured -bunches which do not spoil so readily. 

Two Suggestions 

A campaign for better quality Currants must be based 
on the assUmption, ·Or at any rate the hope, that· future 
seasons will be more fa-vouTabl9- to the Currant than the 
seasons in recent years. 

A peru'sal of ·weather records supports this view. 
-The late January or ·early February rains are reflected 

in Australian weather maps as a dip southward of the 
Summer rainS of Northern Australia. 

These rains have been reaching down to the Murray 
more than av-erage in the last year or two. 
-- Having raised this difficult question, ther.e is perhaps 
a duty to suggest measures which may overcome it. 

There are at least two things that can be done. The 
first is tp study a11d adoPt dis-budding in ":arl:y Spring. 
This practice disappeared from Mildura d1stnct _many 
years ago, and on the whole the district growers have 
little actual experience of it. 

The· suggestion is that· growers dis-bud a limited num
ber of Currants and get to know something abou,t it. · 

It is also hoped to have district demonstration plots as 
a prospect for the r-ecently formed Young Farmers' Club. 

The second step is the rec~mditioning of those old Cur
rant vines which- ·have gone beyond the stage of useful 
b-earing. 

As this note deals- with policy rather than with prac
tic-e, the actual measures necessary to achieve these 
purposes are omitted for the present. 

A.D.F.A. EXJ? ANSI ON POLICY CRITICISED 
The following comment appeaTed in the "Sunraysia 

Daily," of .6th July: 
"By -not favouring expansion of the Dried Fruit In

dustry, The A.D.F.A. was showing a policy of selfishness 
and ignorance, M:r. ·w. Macgillivray, M.H.A., has claimed. 

"Mr. Macgillivray is a· member for Chaffey, which in
clUdes. Renmark, in the SoUth Australian Parliament. 

"He made his statements in a letter published in the 
Renmark 'Murray Pioneer' newspaper. 

"The A.D.F.A., he said, was -carrying out a policy of 
n.egat~on which , was contrary to modern business prin~ 
ciples. 

Benf1fih 
"He gave ·examples of South Australian Dried Fruit 

area expansions which, he said, were to bring benefits 
to their own districts and to the State in general. 

"Mr. Macgillivray also claimed that there was :nothing 
wrong in growers accepting subsidies for their products 
if subsidies were considered necessary. 

" 'Some growers' representatives seem to think that. 
acceptanqe of a subsidy is akin to charity-,' Mr. Mac
gillivray said. To hold this opinion was confusion of 
thought. 

Part of Syst~m 

"Tra~ned businesSmen knew subsidies were as much· a-
part of the national economic system as weT.e taxes. 
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Both played the same part in the community-spreading 
national income. 

· "Subsidies weve essential to support industries which, 
through no fault of their own, needed assistance." 

THE A.D.F.A.'s COMMENT 
This iS no_t the-. first tim·e Mr. Macgillivray has jQined 

issue ·on this subjec~, and it is not the first time that The 
A.D.F.A. has thoiOughly surveyed in this journal the 
marketing potentialities for .existing production a'nd the 
further plaittin:gs already established under th~ War 
Service Land Settlement Scheme. · 

The A.D.F .A. has never been opposed to a government 
·subsidy. 1-t Will welcome it.' The main trouble is; of 
course, Will we get it? Governments are chary of grant
ing financial assistance -of any kind until, or unl._ess, the 
need becomes u;rgent. 

Is it Mr. MacgilHvray's · suggestion that we go on 
planting and planting until_ production is so -mu'ch in ex
cess of market consumption that the economy of the 
Industry collapses under its own weight in order to e:r:~ 
:force a subsidy to save growers from penury? This. 
method would cause unbelievable hardship and distress 
to growers-who, in turn, would scarcely be in a than~ful 
mood for blighting their economic position. · 

The present Circumstances in which the Industry fitids 
itself should be a sufficient answ-er to Mr. Macgillivray. 
TheTe is justification enough for immediate -governm~nt--
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financial assistance Without expanding· the Industry to 
Conform to an uneconomic blue-print. 

The A.D.F.A.'s policy is not one of "negation." It is a 
olear-headed and esoontially realistic one. It is not 
one- -of ·creatirig a 

1 
close preserve for those who are 

already in the Industry, btit it is one of protecting those 
growers who hav.e ·already placed their faith in- the In
dustry, and ensuring that those who elect to- enter it are 
likCwise protected. - · 

~ -. -'•'· 

Mr. Macgillivray is a member of Parliament of one of 
our great producing States: He can do inuch to forcefully 
repr-esent the interests of the growers in that Parlia
ment, and through it, the Federal Parliament. We are 
sure· he will _do so. 

Where 'perhaps The A.D.F.A. has failed to convince 
Mr. Macgillivray that its policy is the best for all in 
the long run, the present circumsta.nce,s, which ,he as an 
M.P. and a grower must share, surely must. 

THE LEXIA PROBLEM 
As if in answer to Mr. Macgillivray's criticisms the 

problems which are now presenting thems-elves in regal'd 
to the marketing of Lexias -is set out helow in a state
ment which has been sent to the Ministers of Agriculture 
of the various producing States. The position is such that 
growers will reflect on the future policy which must be 
followed both by the State goVernments and by the 
Industry. 

At a meeting of Mildura District Council of this As
sociation held on 27th January, 1954, the following 
resolution was passed:- --

"That this District Council views with concern the 
further plantings of Lexias _by ·the Soldier Settlement 
Commission at Robinvale and r-efers the matter to the 
Board of Management to take up with the Soldier S~ttle
ment Commission with a view to having the ratios re
duced." 

The B-oard has given consideration to this matter and 
shares the views expressed- in the resolution. 

Figures of· production of Lexias -in Australia and the 
markets in which the fruit was sold during the past 20 
years -are as follows:-

SALES 
Pro~ 

Year duction Aust. U.K. Can~da N.Z. Other 
tons tons tons to"ns tons tons 

1934 7,236 3,318 2,596 89() 403 23 
1935 5,665 4,089 336 688 524 28 
1936 7,026 3,513 2,309 694. 486 24 
1937 6,789 3,462 1,524 . 1;268 513 12 
1938 8,328 4,105 2,576 1,061 56'5 21 
1939 7,436 4,055 1,767 987 610 17 
1940 8,739 4,522 1,700 1,331 1,155 31 
1941 10,779 4,6'24 3,542 1,559 933 121 
1942 8,941- 4,846 2,147 870 976 102 
1943 10,161 4,570 3,874. 771 832 114 
1944 10,678 5,013. 3,517 935 991 222 
1945 8,739 5,005 2,039 787 800 108 
1946 7,071 4,162 1,367 685 744 113 
1947 5,268 4,043 186 382 606 51 
1948 4,971 3,467 864 580 70 
1949 5,139 3,292 500 886 447 14 
1950 2,444 1,633 614 19() 1 
1951 5,958 3,256 1,330 979 392 1 
1952 6,035 4,198 155 774 903 5 
1953 11,227 3,142 6,907 601 551 26 

It may be observed that the decline in production of 
Lexias from 1945 to 1952 was dUe to the diversion of 
fresh grapes, equivalent in tonnage to probably 8000 
tons of Dried Fruits, to wineries, f·or conversion to wine. 
There was a big increase. in wine consumption in Aus
tralia duting these years, but sales are now falling away 
substantially, and there is little possibility of impTove
ment in ·the position. 

Further, it may be indicated that, from a pr·e-war 
average of export to the United Kingdom of 1852 tons, 
exports in 1953 increas-ed to 6907 tons. There is no 
other. known avenue of sale for further exports than 
the United Kingdom, and the outlook for marketing there 
follows. 
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The result of the large export tonnage to Great 
Britain in 1953 is summed up in a i·eport by one of the 
hll'gest selling agents of Dried Fruits in that country. 
Thei~ report, dated 12th Feb:r_uary, 1954, l'leads:-

"Lexias: This fruit is gOing .to present Australia ·with 
a far larger problem than that with which they might 
have to contend in marketing Currants and Sultanas. 
The Raisin situation here is v-ery serious, for, at a recent 
stocktaking carried out by the Ministry of Food, it was 
found that no less than 3300 tons Australian Lexias and 
about 1100 tons South African Raisins and 700 tons 
Cyprus Raisins were lying in stock, and, -as there is no 
general Raisin trade in this country outside the Christmas 
period, except for Seeded 1Raisins in packets, it is a 
matter of speculation as to what will he the ultimate 
fate of this stock. The Cyprus Raisins have been cleared 
and' are being sent back to Cyprus, and, confidentially, 
the Ministl'Y of Food have· lost a lot of money on this 
fruit. 

11There can be only one ultimate fate for the Raisin 
stocks here, and that is to go to seeders, but the stock 
on hand is a little too much for the seeders to swallow 
at present. When you have distressed stock you hav·e dis
tressed prices, and I am of opinion that a lot of this. 
fruit may have to be sold between from £50 to £60 per 
ton before it is quitted, unl._ess some more profitabl-e 
outlet can be found in either the U.K. or Continental 
markets.· Assuming that the trade get the bulk of these 
Raisins for seeding purposes at around £60 per ton, I 
believe it costs about £20 per ton for the seeding and 
packeting operations, includillg loss in weight. That 
gives you a price of £80 per ton, so what chance~as 
Australia of selling new Raisins at a price which has 
recently been suggested of 115/- per cwt. for bulk, 15/
per doz. for 16 oz., and 12/- per doz. for 12 oz. (c.Lf.) 
s_eeing that the stock of Raisins which might be -·acquired 
by the seeders in this country Will be mainly utilised for 
the new season's Christmas trade. Of course, I am aware 
that you have a superi-or article in Australia, both in 
appearance and keeping qualities, but, I submit, not at 
the enormous premiUm I have outlined." 

This is the immediate outlook for Lexias, and, in ex
planation of the prices -referred to, it may be stated:-

1. The price 'of £60 per ton is f-or delivery ex ware
house, U.K. This would r._epresent a return of about 
£4£ (E.) per ton f.o.b. Australian ports. 

2. A return of £45 per ton f.o.b. wouTd give pro
ducers a "sweat box" return of about £35 peT ton. 

3. The out-of-pocket -costs ·of producing Lexias may 
be stit.ed as £80 per ton in the "sweat box." This 
would require- a selling price of £95 (E.) per ton 
ex warehouse, or £80 (E.) per ton f.o.b. 

4. The added prices quoted for bulk Seeded Raisins 
and for 8eeded rRaisins in cartons are bas-ed ·on 
actual costs, without any margin of profit, conse
quently, no reduction in price can be looked for 
from this source. 

Faced with this -unfavourable outlook, the Board mo~t 
strongly urge a comprehensive review of th,e outlook 
for th-e Lexia. Raisin trade befor·e any further plantings 
of this type of vine are recommended or allowed. 
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Whilst we have dealt with the problem in Britain, the 
outlook in other markets may be briefly r.eviewed. -

Australia: 
Sales of Lexias, as such, a1·e very limited, and the 

bulk of the trade is carried on with the seeded- article...:,.._ 
Seeded Raisins in bulk (H' in cartons. 

For th11ee years prior to World War II, sales in Aus
tralia averaged 4227 tons. For the last three years, sales 
hav·e averaged 3532 tons-a reduction of 695 tons per 
annum. 

For the six Yeal'S of the war, sale's in Australia aver
aged 4763 tons per annum. 

There ar·e sev;eral reasons for decline of sales:-
1. Loss of trade by Australian ~anufacturers of 

plum puddings for export. Cost of !about· and 
materials (despite concession rates) was too high 
to compete with countries using Californian 
Raisins. Britain, Ireland and Holland have cap
tured this trade, 

2. The comparative price ·of Sultanas- with Se·eded 
Raisins. Sultanas may be purchased by retailers 
in bulk at 1/6d. per lb., whereas Seeded Raisins 
in cartons cost them 2/- per lb. By addin,€: 30% to 
cost in each case, the price of Seeded Raisins be
comes too high for the- -housewife, a1,1d Sultanas 
are used instead. The,- high cost of labour and 

_materials used in seeding and cartoning enforces 
the higher price. 

3. Comparative c-ost of imported Dates, selling at 
1/9d. per lb., against Seeded 1Raisiri.s at 2/7d. per 
lb. Dates are being used in place of Raisins. 

With a view to retaining and regaining the trade in 
Raisins, pric·es in Australia this year have been reduced 
by 2!d. per lb., equal to £23/6/8 per ton. 

Canada: 
From 1937 to 1939, export of Seeded Raisins was in

creasing, but there is no sign of increased interest now. 
In l'esponse to an inquiry as to prospects of sales for 
195.4, a leading Canadian agent for Australian fruit 
wrote. on 25/11/1953, as follows:-

<tSeeded Lexias, so far as this ~ountry is conc-erned, -1 
am afraid will prove a problem child. All during the. war, 
wh,en the Government w~s bulk purchasing, Seeded 
Rafsins Were not included. The public c-onsequently got 
off on to Seedless and have never gone back. Then, 
again, you have a new generation of cooks coming along 

every year, and a big· majority of them have never heard 
of 'Seeded Raisins. Would not know how to use them. I 
am afraid it would ta~e expensive long-term advertising. 
to bring them back. Only yesterday we had- one of our 
Hamilton wholesalers· after us to try and get rid of 50 
cases of 12 oz. Lexias, which he purchased a ye"ar ago 
and had not. be·en able to sell. He is pr·epared .to take cost 
without carrying charges, and will cart them to Toronto 
free of charge if we can find ;;t buyer." 

New Zealand: • 
Sales in New Zealand have 'declined from a high level 

during the war years to about pre~war figures, and ·the1~e 
is no prospect of any substantial inc1·ease in sales ln 
the near future. 

Other Markets: 
QuotationS for Seeded Raisins were sent to many 

markets other than the abov·e in 1953, and the total re
sponse was 26 tons. The outlook in respect to them is 
poor. The wartime deinand has complet~ly fallen away, 
and there is no prospect of recovery. 

Future PrOduction 
It has to be stated that average yield of Lexias in 

1953-was light, and, under normal c-onditions, could have 
reached 12,000 to 13,000 t-ons. Additional ar·eas- coming 
into production are anticipated to give a yield. of 
16',000 tons. On present prospects there are not markets 
to. absorb this tonnage at a payable price. 

The Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
The Board suggests that the problem be investigated 

by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, for full and 
independent examination. Planting of further vines will 
not take place till next s·eptember, but it is urged that 
instrudions to new settlers to plant more 1Raisin vineS 
be withdrawn till the position is reviewed and clarified. 

The Entire Industry 
Although the foregoing review highlights the Lexia 

situation it applies as strongly to the marketing difficulties 
which are- being, and will continue to be, encountered 
for Currants and Sultanas, and confirms the views 
already ·strongly expressed by this Association On- a 
number of occasions that -the economy of .the Industry 
will be gravely endangered if the full recommendations 
of the Australian Agricultural Council to expand· the 
Australian Dried Frriits Industry are put ·into effect. 

FINAL PACK FIGURES FOR SEASON 1953 
The following Vine Fruits figures include non

Association tonnag-es. Bucks and ·Distillery fruit have 
been excluded. -

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias . 

16,277 tons 
69,729 tons 
11,191 tons 

97,197 tons 

A.D.F.A. tonnages only are ·quoted fo~· Tree Fruits 
and Prunes. 

ApriCots .. 
Peaches .. 
Pears .... 
Nectarines . 
Prunes (p.w.) 

736 tons 
261 tons 

72 tons 
26 tons 

2,160 tons 
3,255 tons 

ESTIMATES FOR SEASON 1954 
Estimates for the ·entire Industry, _compiled at 21st 

July, show 88,619 tons. Bucks and Distillery fruit have 
been excluded. 

A.D.F.A. Other T.otal 

tons tons tons 
Currants . 12,908 108 13,016. 
Sultanas 61,596 165 61,761 
Lexias .. 13,837 5 13,842 

88,341 278 88,619 

These- estimates show decreases in -i·espect to 1953 in 
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the pl'oduction of Cunants and Sultanas, but an appreci
able increase '-in Lexias. 

Tree Fruits and Prunes estimates, 
A.D.F.A. only,- sh-ow: 

Apricots ; ... 
Peaches . 
Pears .. 
Nectarines 
Prunes (pcd. wt.) 

1,046 
505 
104 

52 
2,700 

tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tolls 

which _are fo~· 

4,407 .tOns-
A comparison of these figures for those for 19-5S show 

increases· in all vari-eties. · 
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CARRY OVER STOCKS 
At 28th February last, unsold stocks in the hands of 

distributors, the manufacturing trade and selling agents 
amounted to -2,067 tons. This compares with 2,6"09 tons 
for_ 1953, and 3,662 tons for 1952. While the unsold ton
nage carried f-orward into the next season (Which must 
first be sold to consumers before n-ew seasonrs frriit can 
find a market), is less than in either the previous years, 
it is, howeve1·, a heavy stock to be on hand, arid inust 
have its effect on the extent of 1954 purchases on the 
Commonwealth market; 

A comparison of 
sumptions for 1952 

Commonwealth sales and net c·on
and 1953 are of interest: 

Sales . . . . 
Net c9nsumption (after 

allowing for unsold 
stocks adjustment, alld 
manufactured foods 
exported) 

1952 1953 
tons tons 

17,223 18,168 

17,541 18,395 

PRICE REDUCTIONS 
As from 5th May, the following Vine Fruits 1·eductions 

were made to stimulate Commonwealth market sales:-
LeXias (all grades) ~d. lb. 
Seeded Raisins-

16 oz. and 12 
Bulk •..... 

oz. pkts. 9d. per doz. 
~d. lb. 

While the higher increases taken for Lexias and 
Seeded.: -Raisins since 1938 were justified du-e to the 
shortage of supply- caused through the heavy demand 
for Go:rdos and Walthams up to -1952 by wineries, the 
fact that these Varieties are now in full supply and that 
there has been a consumer resistance to new season's 
prices cannot be ignored. Prices need to be adjusted to 
the supply and demand position. 

The price reduction haS stimulate4 sales this season. 
Orders on the Commonwealth market to 21st July last 
reached 1·000. tons, . as against 785 tons for the same 
period of 1953. 

Commonwealth and New Zealand prices for Prunes 
have also been reduced. Reductions were effective from 
17th May and 30th June respectively and were:-

Commonwealth 
60/70 1d. lb. 
70/80 2~d. lb. 
80/90 3d. lb. 
90/100 .. 4d. lb. 
100/120 .. 4d. lb. 

New Zealand 
Pack Per 70/80 80/90 90/100 
7 lb. tins lb. 4d. Hd. 5od. 
Dry lb. 3!d. Hd. 5d. 
28 oz. can can 6:id. Sid. -Sid. 

100/120 
5ltd. 
Hd. 
sod. 

Comparative. Pfice Rises- in Vine Fruits 
As -an indication of how- prices for Lexias and Seeded 

Raisins had risen since 1938 in compal'ison with rises 
taken for Currants and Sultanas the following· increases 
are quoted. 
:Variety Grade 

Currants 2 cr. 
Sultanas 3 cr. 
Lexias 4 Cl", 
s. Raisins bulk 

16 oz. 
Diffetential between 4 

cr. Lexias and 16 

1938 1954 
lb. lb. 

7d. 1/5§d. 
7~d. 1/6d. 
5gd. 1/3~d. 
7d. 1/7d. 
Hd. 1/lOld. 

oz. Seeded Raisins. - 2~d; 7!d. 

lncr.ease 
lb. 

10~d. 
10ld. 

9l!d. 
1/-
1/2~d. 

5d. 

PRICE LEVEL CHANGES 

Increase 
o/o 

145 
140 
185 
170 
195 

235 

In the past, the Australian problem was to hold the 
domestic p1•ice ·Of goods at reasonably stable levels in the 
face of rising world prices whereas to-day wo:dd prices 
for foods, especially grains and some dairy p1·oducts, are 
lower and tending tq- sag. The influence of world con
ditions generally is against a recurrence of shortages and 
rapid price increases in consumer markets. (National 
Bank Summary-July, 1954.) 

TREE FRUITS DISTRIBUTION, SEASON 1953 
Market Apricots Peaches Pears Nectarines Prunes 

tons - tons tons tons tonsp.w. 
Commonwealth 

-.--Civil .. .598 150 54 24 1,101 
Services and 

Ships' Stores 90 79 17 1 .155 
New .Zealand 43 18 1 374 
Other 5 1 6 
United· K'dom 14 464 
Unsold 60 

736 261 72 26. 2,160 

-And for Season 1954 

-With the col11paratively heavy increases in production 
of all -vai•ieties this -sea-son closer r-egard -has had to be 
g_iyen to prvmoting sales on- overseas markets. The fol
lowing djstribution policy haS be-en defined. 

APricots: (i) Commonwealth market. As large a quan
tity:·:ag··possible to :he sold- therein. (ii) Exports markets. 
Present--quota of 1-5%' of th~ ·pack to l'emain unchang_ed, 
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but Agents can over-export if individual Selling Ag·ents 
have supplied the needs- of the-- Comomnwealth market, 

Peaches: Export markets. Quota increased to 50%. 
Selling Agents to offer the maximum tonnage to New 
Zealand, but to ship 25% of their individual packs to the 
United Kingdom on consignment. Uitited Kingdom Agents 
to be permitted to offer to COntinental, S'candinavian and
Eire buyers. 

Pears and Nectarines: Expo'rt markets. No qucita de
clared, but any Selling Agent .be permitted to export 
subject to the inclusion of any such sales in the- ovet' 
and under adjustment. 

Prunes: (i) Export marke.ts._ Selling Agents- to ship -at 
oilce to the· United Kingdoin 10% of their packs on con
signment. United Kingdom Agents to be permitted to, 
offer to Continental, Scandinavian and Eire buy.ers. Im
mediately sa'les h,ave been effected by- U.K. Agents the 
Tree Fruits Committee to meet again to decid-e further 
basis of distribution. 

While the setting of minimum prices for fruit" on con
signment -must be left to the London importers, it is 



-
stipulated that they mutually agree not to sell below 
the minima set. It has b-een pointed out to the-· U.K. 
Importers' Association that Australian Prunes would be 
of good quality, and as_ shipments would amount to only 
some hundreds of tons ~t might be _possible to obtain 
better pric·es_ than those offering for Californian and 

Yugo-Slavian fruit. T·he Importers' Association have also 
been advised that the marketing of 7 lb. cans in London 
might confirm the belief that a demand existed for the 
moist pack in preference to .the dry pack. 
. (ii) · Commonwealth market to be developed t6 the· 

fullest possible extent. , 

FINAL. ADJUSTMENTS 
Prunes, Season 1954 

Proxy exports must be accepted by' Agents who are 
ov;ersold in the Commonwealth market on behalf of 
Agents who are undersold in that market. An interim 
adjustment is to be made at the difference- between the 
Commonwealth market return and the exPort markets 
return at a time tO be mutually agreed on, subject to 
the following provis],ons :-

(a) An Agent overselling in the Commonwealth is to 
reimburse an Agent -unders-elling in the Common
wealth on the tonnage oversold at Commonwealth 
rates; 

(b) Tp tak~ over for export fruit to the tonnage over
sold on account of the undersold Agent; 

(c) In all other respecls the principals of adjusting 
over- and under-saleS to apply. , 

LEXIAS, SEASON 1953 
As some Selling Agents had unsold stocks of Lexias 

at the -end of the season applicable to the Commonwealth 
market quota which had been, or would be, sold during 
1954 at the r·educed prices for that season, it would be 
inequitable to-adjust· under-and. over-sales for the Com
monwealth market on the basic grad_e ~rice for S·eason 

1953. The adjustment was, therefore, calculated on the 
GtVerage basic grade price Rfter admitting the reductions 
of H-d. lb. and !d. lb. mad-e in Season 1954. This ·basis 
·ensures that the loss ·Occasioned by the reductions have 
been borne equitably by all Agents oll a pack basis. 

VINE FRUITS ALLOCATION, SEASON 1954 
' 

Latest reservations for the Commonwealth market arid releases for export mad-e by the Board of Man
agement are:-

Currants .... 
Sultanas . ,. .. 
Lexias ' 

Common-
wealth 

tons 
4,977 

12,294 
3,842 

21,113 

Export 
tons 

8,039 
49,467 
10,000 

67,506 

The export release, since the J:t.me allocation, has therefore been incr-eased by 949 _Jons, all in Lexias. 

FINAL ACCOUNT SALES DIFFERENTIALS 
~ried Vine and Tree Fruits, Season 1954 

Due to the uncertaintY of realisations on_ the various marketsc it is as yet too early to set grade differentials 
this season. 

REBATES ON EXPORTED FOODSTUFFS 
To assist in the stimulation of export trade iri fruit 

cake, plum puddings and minC€meat, an avenue of s·ales 
which has flagge~d heavily due to -highly competitive con
ditions caused by oVerseas manufaCturers using Cheap 

, subsidised Californian fruit and being almost -'on the 
doorstep -of the large United Kingdom market, The 
A.D,F.A. agreed to rebate to Australian exporting manu
fact.urers portion of the price for Dried Fruits for Season 
1953. Claims received showed the following:-

Currants Sultanas Tdtal 
tons tons tons 

Fruit used 49.594 265.802 315.3.96 
Rebates claimed· . £925/15/6 £4,961/13/6 . £5,887/9/-

Pa~~ Thirty-t~_o 

Fruit Cake 
tons 

700.145 

Plum 
Puddings 

tons 
7.517 

Mincemeat 
tons 

74.542 
A similar rebate system is to apply for SeaSon 1954 

and to the commodities on which the rebate will be paid 
has been addeq Mixed Fruits. The conditions _under which 
claims will be accepted are:-

(i) Declarations to be furnished to Head Office as to 
the quantities of. each variety used. 

(ii) Formulas of Mix~d Fruits to be submitted- with 
samples tO Head Office before shipments are lliade. 

(iii) No claim to be recognised unless condition (ii) has 
been complied with. 

(iv) The A.D.F.A. to retain the righ_t at any tiine to 
d:vaw samples at random of Mixed Fruits for export to 
support formulas and samples previously subinitted. 
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RETAIL PRICES 
The Board have been concerned, for some time, at the 

p-ractice of a section of retailers who are taking too high 
a margin of gross profit on Dried Fruits, particularly ·on 
packeted lines wher-e- the profit margin is taken on the 
cOst of the .p3.ckCts as well as of the fruit. 

This'. practice· must retard sales to domestic -consumers, 
and incidentally affect retailers' turnover, and appropri
ate approaches have be-en made to retailers through the 
various retail gTocers' associations that, with the support 
of The A.D.F.A. publicity campaign, retailers will in
crease co~sumption, and thereby. their turnover,_ by pro-

mating ·the sale of packet fruit on a reduced profit 
margin. Emphasis has b-een given to a comparison of the 
savings made by r·etailers in selling pre-packaged fruit 
as against. the cost of packing their own bulk fruit. 

Assistance to Retailers 
To help i-etailers in maintaining their stocks in good 

condition a pamphlet. has been prepared setting out the 
proper use of Eranol and methods of C·orrect storage; 
Distrib'ution of the pamphlet is heing inade through the 
publicity retail l'epresentatives. 

EXPORT OF PRUNES IN SACKS 
As certain non-A.D.F .A. Australian processors wish to 

export- unprocessed Prunes- in -sackS to New Zealan-d, 
the Minister for Commerce has been advised that such 
exports would be detrimental to the Australian Prunes 
Industry for, as the standard of processing could not be 

controlled, ·any deterioration of pack and quality on the 
New Zealand maTk·et would eventually affect the r-eputa
tion of Australian Prunes. Furthermore, Prunes processed 
in New Zealand would be c-ompeting with fruit processed 
in Australia and exported to New Zealand. 

TARIFF ENQUIRY ON BOXES 
In the January.:.March issue of. the -"NeWs" details 

were given of the evidence by the , General Secretary 
before the Commonwealth Tariff Board in Melbourne, 
opposing the request by Australian millers of an import 
duty of 30/- per 100 super feet on b-oxes and box shooks/ 
and the cancellation of existi11g By-Laws relating thereto.' 

Further evidence was giv-en in Sydney on the follow
ing lines:-

Price Movement of Australian Boxes 
The following quotations wer·e actual prices paid at 

Mildura during the years stated: 

1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943-45 
1946 
1947 
1948 

. 1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 

Cost 
at Mill 
9.50d .. 

10.21d. 
11.75d. 
t9.00d. 

19.00d. 
23.00d. 
24.08d. 
24. 73d . 
33.25d. 
33.99d. 

-.4.56'd. 
42.79d. 
42.00d. 

Freight 
1.19d. 
1.19d. 
1.19d. 
1.19d. 

1.20d. 
1.2.5d. 
1.25d. 
J.45d. 
1. 76d. 
1.70d. 
3.25d. 
3.25d. 
3.25d. 

Landed 
Cost 

10.69d. 
11.40d. 
12.94d. 
20.19d. 

20.20d. 
24.25d. 
25.33d. 
26.18d. 
35.01d. 
35.69d. 
47.81d. 
46.04d. 
45.25d. 

During 1943-4-5, composite boxes of hardwood and 
softwood, made from flitches imported by· the Govern
ment were used. No complete local box-es were used or 
quoted. 

It will be noted that the cost of boxes has increased 
from 1939 to 1954 by 4'42%, the highest increase in cost 
of any item involved in Dried Fruits· prciducti(ln. -PaC~ers 
consider the increase as excessive and an unfair Durden 
on the Industry. 

Price Movement- of Imported Boxes. 
Again these quotations were the actual prices paid at 

Milduxa during the y-ears stated: . 
F,o.r. Mel- Landed 

bourne Freight Cost 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942-45 

9.95d. 1.19d. 11.14d. Canadian 
9.95d. 1.19d. 11.14d. 
9:98d. 1.19d. 11.17d. 
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" 
" Flitches 

and sides 
only im
ported .. 

1946 30.25d. 1.20d. 31.45d. Canadian 
1947 30.25d. 1.25d. 31.50d. Swedish 
1948 34.125d, 1.25d. 35.375d. 

" 1949 31.18d. 1.45d. 32.63d. 
" 1950 31.18d. 1.76d. 32.94d. 
" 1951 34.00d. 1.70d. 35.70d. 
" 1952 45.59d. 3.25d. 48.84d. N.Z. 

1953 45.59d. 3.25d. 48.84d. 
" For 1954, 

ceived:-
the following quotations have been re-

F.o.r. -Mel- Landed 
bourne Freight Cost 

SWeden 52.50d. 3.25d. 55. 75d. 
New Zealand 43.00d. 3.25d. 46.25d. 

Anincrease of duty of 30/- per 100 super feet would 
inCreaSe the above prices by 8d. per box, making the 
landed costs--------

for Sweden 
for New Zealand 

63.75d. 
54.25d. 

It will be seen that whereas under present conditions 
New Zealand quotations are competitive with Australian 
prices, the imposition of the proposed duty· will com
pletely eliminate the competitive factor with the antici
pated result that Australian prices will rise until they 
are within ·a fraction of the New Zealand prices. Even 
on present day quotaHons Australian millers enjoy pro
tection to the extent of 1d. a box, or 3/9 per 100 super 
feet. 

It is understoo4 that the request for duty of 30/- per 
100 super feet- does -not embrace New Zealand, but it is 
open to· doubt whether under the provisions of the 
General Agreement of Tariffs and l'rade, (G.A.T.T.), 
such discrimination would be permitted. It is felt that if 
duty is applied .it must include New Zealand. 

The 1954 q-qotation from Sweden is already w"en" above 
the Australian price, and it is submitted that Australian 
millers are so well protected now against Swedish com
petition that the added protection of 30/- duty is not 
necessary. Furthermore, reports from the timber trade 
indicate that world pulp demand for Swedish timb-er 
cOntinues to r-emain steady and strong, and there is no 
likeHhood that Sweden would need to reduce her prices 
below present quotatiorfs. 

In the opinion of the Australian Dried Fruits Industry, 
the imposition of the proposed duty would so ·effectively 
eEminate competition from overseas sources as to give 
Australian millers a virtual monopoly, and it is f·eared 
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they would take full ad-vantage of it. The 1·esult would be 
that Australian Dried Fruits' costs of p:toduction would 
again rise, and to such an .extent that the fruit would be 
priced -out of overseas markets. 

The Dried Fruits Industry repeats the contention sub
mitted at the· Melbourne hearing of the Board that as it 
has to sell some 75o/o to 80o/o of its annual production 
under highly competitiv-e conditions on oveTseas markets, 
it should be permitted to buy its box :re_quireme~ts for 
export on the best terms possible. The need for rec1pro~al 
trade with Empire countri.es, sue~ as Ne;v Z~aland,, wh1ch 
are importers of Australian Dned Frmts, IS agam em
pha:si&ed. 

Proportions of Australian and Imported Boxes Used 

The following summary shows the proportions of local 
and imported boxes used by the Industry f-rom 1939 to 
1954:-

1939 
1940 
1941 

Local 
o/o 
62 
48 
65 
75 

Imported 
% 
38 
52 
35 
25 1942 

l943-46 -Mix eO hardwood, .pine 
and hemlock made up 
from flitches. 

1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 

41 
33 
83 
85 
73 
80' 
97 

100 

59 
67 
17 
15 
27 
20 

3 

In some years sides and/ or ends only were imported, 
but they have be~n converted to an equivalent in complete 
boxes. 

On the foregoillg figures, Australian millers -have little 
to fear from overseas competition, and the Dried Fruits 
Industry has no desire to use imported box-es in prefer
ence to Australian boxes, provided· prices are favourably 
competitive. As previously stated, and now repeated-, the 
fear exists that Australian millers would take advantage 
through granting of duty or cancellation of existing 
Customs By-Laws, to automa~ic~lly raise t~eir price to 
within a fraction of -the lowest_ 1m ported- priCe. 

Should therefore a duty rate as reqUested be granted, 
or present By-Law; be cancelled, th~ Dried. F~uit~ Indus
try would have tQ seriously cons1der ehmmatmg the 
use of wooden boxes altogether and changing over to 
fibreboard boxes, which by and large, compare favour
ably with present prices for Australian wooden boxes_. 

Fibreboard boxes are priced at 2/4d. each landed Mil
dura. They have a capacity of up t~ 35 1bs. as C?m
pared with 56 lbs. -or 60 lbs. (accordmg to the van.ety 
of fruit packed), for a stand~r.d wooden ca~e. T~us, {)ll 

present quotations and on anb~1pated quotatiOns, If Aus
tralian millers received protectiOn of 30/-.duty, compara
tive costs- would be, per 2240 lbs. of f~mt--

Fibre boxes -64' x 35 lbs. @ 28d. each 
Wooden boxes-40 x 56"lbs. @ 45.25d. -each 

. @ 54.25d. each 
-37.33 x 60 lbs. @ 45.25d. each 

@ 54.25d. each. 

£7' 9 4 
7 10 10 
9 0 10 
7 0 9 
8 8 9 

.Cun·ants and Lexias are packed 56 lbs. to the wooden 
bOx, Sultanas 60 1bs. The proportio? of Currants ~nd 
Lexias packed in a normal s-eason lS 29o/o, ~s agamst 
71 o/o for Sultanas. Thus the average cost of wood·en 
boxes per -2240 lbs. of fTuit woUld be-

@ 45.25d. per box £7 3 8 
@ 54,25d. per box 8 12 3 
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The difference between labour c-osts for box-making 
and labour costs for handling the larger number of fibre
board boxes _per ton of fruit is slightly in favour of 
fibreboard boxes, so that the average cost of wooden and 
fibreboard boxes increases as follows-

In r-espect to fibrebQard boxes: from £7/9 I 4 to 
£8/17/11. 

Wood-en boxes;-

In respect to the 45.25d. price: fn:im £7/3/8 to 
£8/13/U. 

In respectto the '54.25d. price: from £8/12/3 to 
£10/1/S!L 

Market Prices for Dried Fruits 
The procurement of payable prices from ove1·seas 

markets is causing concern to the Industry. The follow
ing f.o.b. quotations in Australian currency are given for 
Season 1952-1954 for basic grades of fruit, togeth-er with 
average f.o.b. realisations from all export markets. 

SeaSon" Canada N.Z. U.K, Average 
per ton per ton per ton per ton 

Currants 2 cr. 1952 £120 £123 £104 
1953 120 121 £100 100 
1954 110 118 87.50 (n.a.) 

. Sultanas 3 cr. 1952 118.75 128 123.125 118 
1953 111.25 128 117.50 114 
1954 102.50 116 100 · (n.a.) 

Lexias 4 cr._ . 1952 135 137 123.125 128 
1953 117;50 128 117.50 (n.a.) 
1954 100 114 100 (n.a.) 

The r-eductions shown have been necessary to m~et 
competition from other producing countries. Despite 
rising costs of production home market prices for 1954 
as against 1953 remain unchanged for Cunants and 
Sultanas, and show a reduction of· £14 per ton f.or. 
Lexias. Average returns p~r ton to growers from all 
markets are as follows:-

1952 1953 1954 
(estimated) 

S/box f.o.b. S/box f.o.b. S/box f.o.b. 

Currants £92.5 £112 £85 '£109 £78 £90 
Sultanas 103.15 121 95 118 84 iOO 
Lexias 107 129 96 117 78 93 

The Industry views with concern the fact that over
seas pric-es- are below average costs of production. 

The situ'atio;n will be intensified should production 
costs continue -to rise, and any increase in the pric-e of 
boxes (which form a large proportion of packing costs). 
would be a major factor. Should the Industry experience 
a poor season, or a series of poor seasons as was recently 
the case, the stability of the Industry would be seriously 
undermined. · 

So far as the home market is_ concerned the fact that 
no increaseS in prices for fruit have been taken this 
year (indeed, one variety has been reduced), is an indi
cation that the price ceiling has been· reached. In ov-er
seas markets the reductions already taken are heavy but 
nec-essary due to the over-sufficiency of fruit for con
sumer m~rkets. and the a~tomatic adjustment of world 
parity prices to the supply position. 

Nothing can be foreseen, other than a combined crop 
failure in other producing countries, which would in
crease even temporarily, prioes for Australian fruit in 
the future. The trend of world pric-es for Dried Fruit on 
present indieations, is downward. 
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FOR SALE 

HEATING PLANT 
HIGH PRESSURE THERMOSTATICALLY CONTROLLED OIL BURNER 

This_ comprises: 

A. An air comPression unit mounted on a steel base plate 36" x 20", which is in turn mounted on 
two steel girder runners .. 

The parts of this unit are: 

(a) An ARL Motor (M. W. Woods Ltd., 1939). 

(b) Double V belt drive to a compressor (Wilcox V-rope A 51), 

(c-) Compressor, 2!'' x 2ft", Serial No. 982, (manufactured by F. J. Donohue, 2 Upward Street, 
Leichardt, N.S.W.). 

(d) Cylindrical compressed air reservoir, 3 ft. x 7!'' dia., fitted with safety valve, pressure gauge 
(0~100 lb.jsq. in.), automatic cutout, drain cock, and outlet cock. 

'B. Thermostat, nMadaren," A.C., 50-200° F., Serial No. 226761, 15 amp., 250 volt. 

C. Nozzle, equipped with two magnetic valves on each inlet. Valves- (ln.anufactured by F. C. Lovelock 
Pty·. Ltd.;.l6-20 Young Street, Sydney), 240 volt, 50 cycles, 15 watts, maxitnum pressure 150 lb./sq. 
in., Orifice -r\", Type BR. 

~one of the above equipment has been used. It has been held in store under good condi-tions. 

Sale Price, £100 at Storage Site. 

GRAVITY FEED BURNER 
This consists of: 

A double -steel rectangular casting 7 ft. 7 in. long, 6 ft. _wide, and 16! in. high, divided into 
three independent heating chambers, and lined with firebrick in good condition. The external casing 
is of welded %2" steel plate and the internal casing is welded f' steel plate. Each chamber is fitted 
·with a detachable door (17" x 10"), each of which two independent drip feed burners (Pat. No. 
115506) are incorporated. Oil and water pipes, i" ext. dia., are attached to the casing above the 
doors, and independent feed cocks serve each burner w~th water and oil. 

The chambers exhaust through a common flue at the rear of the casing. A grid is welded to 
the roof of the casing, and is suitable for supporting a tank an inch or So small_er than the dimensions 
of the casing. 

Some i"dea- of the performance of this unit may be gained in that it has been used to raise the 
temperature of 500 ~al. water by about 100° F. per hour. 

The equipment has , been Used, but is in very good tondition. 

Sale Price, £75 at stor-age site. 

Inspection.~ Both items of plant may be . inspected at C.S.I.R.O. Research Station, Merbein, · 
Victoria, on application -to 9fficer-in-Charge . 

Offers to Purchase to be sent to General Secretary, The A.D.F.A., Box 4524, Melbourne, 
and on acceptance by The A.D.F~A. and payment of sale price by purchaser written authority will be 
given to Officer-in~Charge, C.S.I.R.O. Research Station, Merbein, to deliver item of plant to purchaser 
at storage site. 
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S4J£ciaf axticle 
OUR OVERSEAS MARKETS 

GOVERNMENT HELP SOUGHT BY GROWEI}S 
At a meeting in Red Cliffs on _21st July_ more than 1000 growers voted for actio~ to. get Government h~lp 

for the Dried Fruits Industry. The growers, who travelled in 750 cars to attend the meetmg m the huge Red Chffs 
Co-op. packing house, voted unanimously on.:,.the need for Government support. 

They were given a complete outline of the present financial situation .bY the . Chairman of T~e A.D.F .A. 
(Mr. Peter Malloch) who is also- marketing member of tl).e Commo~wealth Dned Frmts Control Bomd. 

Growers said they had to have help to maintain their 
present rate of production. 

-Text of a motion passed was that the growers con
sidered the restricted finance available foi' the 1954 crop 
was seriously affecting the ability to provid-e .essential 
work on their properties n~cessary to maintain efficient 
production. ~-

It was felt that greater efficiency and increased yields 
were vital to me.et competition in overseas markets.· 

The meeting was concerned at the position now develop
ing when bank advances to the Industry woul~ reach 
restrictive limits. 

It was moved that The A.D.F.A. Boa1'd of Management 
rind the C.D.F:C.B. be requested to interview the Minister 
for Commerce and Agriculture (Mr. McEwen) asking f-or 
tWo things. These were: 

e The Commonwealth Government provide advances 
on shipments, to the extent of the United Kingdo!fl- sup
port pric-e, to ·enable growers to carry on productwn. 

o On termination· of the ·support price policy by the 
U K that the Commonwealth Government be requested 
to' g~arante.e an adequate support price for export. to 
that market, having due regard to the cost o~ produ<:t10n. 

CRISIS LOOMING 
Mr. Malloch told the meeting that the C.D.F.C.B. 

realised that unless' some form of support price was 
gained there would be a financial crisis in the Industry. 

Mr. Malloch said that in a 'proposed meeting with Mr. 
McEwen· it Would be requested that representatiop.s be 
made to the British Government to temporarily suspend 
the issue of licences for the· import of DTied Fruits from 
Turkey and the U.S.A. 

It would be further suggested that in view of export 
subsidies being paid on fruit exported from Turkey 
and the U.S. in contravention of G.A.T.T. that issue of 
licenc·es from these countries' be suSpended. 

Alternative 

The Bri-£ish Ministry -oj Food,. it was suggested, should 
be asked to extend its support price plan to cover the 
whole period- of sale of Australia's 1954 crop. , 

In the event of failure to reach agr.e-ement with the 
Ministry of Food on these points, it would- be r~quested 

that the Australian Government take over the guarantee 
from 31st Marc-h, 1955, till the crop was sold. 

In asking the Commo.il.wealth Government to take over 
responsibility for the support price in the. eve~t ?f the 
Ministry_ of Food failure to extend the bme hm1t, the 
Board has in mind various facts. 

Heavy Claim 

There_ would be a strong inducement to sel~ ~ruit in 
March 1955 at very low pric·es to secure the Mmistry _of 
Food supported prices. This would mean a heavy ·clanp. 
on the Ministry of Food and would break the market for 
Australia's 1955 crop. 

:Packe~·s. and bankers had made substantial advan~es 
against the crop being marketed, but were -concerned With 
the lack of s3._l.es and the uncertainty of affecting sales at 
reasonable prices. 

Production costs were heavy and continuous, and some 
degree of financial support is necessary to meet these 
costs. 

£3,285,000 ADVANCED 
Markets had provided £880,000 for growers, which 

meant that to 30th June, pack-eTS and hading banks had 
advanced about £3,285,000. 

The governments of the U.S. and Turkey had granted· 
export subsidies. This made competition on _export. inar
kets most difficult for the Australian grower, 'who ex
ported 80 p'er cent. of his Dried Fruit and was dependent 
on reasonable retuTns to continue production. 

Some means of combating the subsidy plan of the U.S. 
and Turkey should be devised by the Australian Govern
ment and a sUpport price plan not only for the 1954 crop, 
but for futur·e Cl'Ops would he requested by the Bo~rd. 

20 Girls 

An advertising scheme which would be instituted by 
the Board soon was the recruiting of 20 Au~tralian girls 
.at present in the U.K. Th-ey would be sent on a driv·e 
through the retail trade. 
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The. -intentioU ·was to giv·e the girls a week's tuitiOn 
in the methods of production of Dried Fruit·and then they 
would be sent out in a special uniform to the_ retail trade, 
to invite interest of every retailer of Australian Dri-ed 
Fruit. 

M~. Malloch said the Boal'd was not justified in .sending 
representative-s to the East as suggested recently m Press 
articles in the light of past and present reports. 

He said the Board wOuld await the reports of trade 
commissioners and if the indications were that sales of 
any consequence were available, the Board would go flat 
out after them. 

Commenting on r·ecent suggestions that Australi_a 
should investigate the possibility o~ market.s for -o;tr frmt 
in South America, Mr. Malloch said that Argentma was 
already producing 6000 to~s of D~ied Frl!its and export
ing a large quantity of this to neighbourmg States. 

Chile another South American country, was also 
exporti~g Dried Fruits, although not in great quantity. 
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WINTON TURNBULL, M.B.R. 
Mr. Winton TUrnbull, M.H.R; ass\].r~d- .the lne~ting 

that he would fight in every possible way to help 
reasonable requests from the ind·ustry. 
· · He was wa·rmly applauded by the meeting.-

·He said h~ knew no other area in Au$.tralia in which 
the peOple depended so much on the prodUetivit_)r of 
th~ landl aa they did in Sunraysia. .. 

That was one reason Why the meeting was. of such 
great importance. · 

Two Problems 

what can happen, -but I can assure you that ev~rything 
po.ssibl~.will be done to help you." 

Stabilisation 
Mr: Tunibull suggested a stabilisation scheme simil3.r 

to that in the wheat industry. Careful calculation of 
pr()duction costs would be nec·essary. 

Growers· would be guaranteed cost of production and 
a reaso~able ·profit margin. In prosperous years, pay
ment would be made to- a central fund which would 
then be available to help the groWers in other years." 

There wer-e two main problems_ to. be cunsidered. 
The first was the immediat~ need for growers to get 
their monthly payments. The second~ was a .long-term 
plan to keep the industry stabl·e. 

· It would- be impossible, Mr. Tu;rnbull said, for growers 
to gain prosperity by cutting _production costs. 

Mr. JW"cEwen had said that as s_oon as he was given a 
definite plan to help the industry he would put it hefore 
Cabinet. ' 

"You give me that definite plan," Mr. Turnbull said, 
"and I will put it to the Minister. I cannot guarantee 

At least 90 per cent. of growers worked their pro
perties efficiently and had brought their production 
costs to a bare minimum. 

The quality of the--·ft>Uit was good and any attempts 
to cut production costs would h~ reflected in the' pro
duction. 

W ARTlME HELP 
A_ilstralian growers accepted- _reduced ~rices for fruit ' 

during- the war years and the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Control Board -shoul4 not los·e sight o-f. this·. 

Chairman of the Vine Fruit Growers' Progress Assp.: 
ciation (l\'lr. J. S. Allison) said the C.b.F.C.B. should 
remember this in . its ·approach to the Conimonwealth 
Government for assistan(!e for: the iridustrY.- · 

He .said the Australian growers ·accepted.- the. low 
prices during the war as part- of its contributing effort 
to. the British people during their darke~t daYs. 

Poor Deal 

_ The problerii today~ was directly. associated With the 
transactionS: of-the past. 

Mr.;---Alliso·n ·-said that as it \vaS' a Government to 
Gover~m'e_p.t ¢'oncern·, any arguril-ents _ presented to the 
Commonwealth- Government should include these facts 
and-_ he etye~tively used in ·making. a ·substantial case1

•• 

Motion 
"Proyidirtg the-· cas-e· is presented honestly, thought

fully· and truthfully, I am 'certain the Government will 
give US· thci- support we are seeking,"' Mr. Allison add-ed. 

He 'then .. mOVed:-ihe following motion: "It is the 
opinion of thi$ meeting that dried fruits cannot --be 

'-'However," he said, "the- deal we received ·from- 1945 pro~uced under union aw~r~ conditions enjoyed by all 
to 1960, when eVerY other dried fruit _prodllcing coU);t.try sectiOns of the commumty, unless· the _grower can 
was making_ money hand ·over fist, cop.tributed. jp'eatl¥ recover his correct -cost of production with -considera
to the _present_ unsatisfactory._ situation. ' It did :hot: tion to the seasonal losses which are inseparable from 
allOw Australian growers· to -build up- the necesSarY'· __ . fruit growing." .-
reserve to 'meet such a crisis as we are now facing,~:_:: ·-.The ~otion-.- Was sCCond·ed by Mr. Fred Lomas and 
said- Mr. Allison:. ' W~s: passed unanimously. 

' . . 

OUR FRUIT HIDDEN 
A gr9wer __ told the meetillg that a kiosk in England 

had stOcked . .large, quantities of American __ fruit' at the 
front -of- its counter and had its AustTalian, stoclc ·hiO.dell 
away. - . . -

He suggest~d that- Australia should stress in its reiaii 
advertising overseas the high quality of Au-stralian fruit .. 

The· _association between Australia_ and Englimd- h~d 
later be·en pohlted out to-_ the owner. of the .kiosk, he 
said, and in a_ few days there had .been a complete trans
formation. The kiOsk was filled .with -Australiari dried 
fru~ts. · 1 

Attention 

The grower suggested that most other EngliSh shops 
would take the sam~ action if the position· were pointed 
out to them. 

'-'Bear this in mind in your- retail advertising," h~ 
said. 
· Mr. Malloch said _that the matter was getting 

at_ten.tion. 
Throughout the meeting in his replies to questions 

_l\1r." -Malloch stressed what was .being done. to- publicis~ 
the industry in Australia, the U.K. and Canada. 
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Letter~ 
Lette'rs _'Y'er~ beirig sent-to_bakerSI-in all parts, of Eng

land, he s;;ud.-.. Other sales-promotion schemes were being 
us_ed. . -~t .. ":"af. _likely tha~ -£30,090 "woUld be spent on 

. advertising In-the_ U.K. th1s year. 
He alSQ:_:spOke of.- the wprk· which was being carried 

out .. by_ --brokers in. O~nada.- It -would be hard to find a 
fin_e!. :hOd~,;: of -~r~kers/' Mr. Malloch said. ''They are 
domg_au. m cthelr-pb'Wer for this industry." 

Mr."--Malloch denied "claims that some U.K. retailers 
were unaJ:>le to ·get supplies of Australian dried fruit. 

Better Packs 
. ~e said. th;e Board 3:nd private industries were -packing 
dned frmt m .~ttractive cartons to promote Australian 
trade. He was replying to a growe-r who said sultanas 
should be packed like dates-in an attractive carton 
which _could .be seen by everybody and not in a box · 
under the counter. 

~r. Malloch said a visit to the Co-operative- Dried 
Fruits S_a1es factory at lrymple would satisfy growers 
t~at work was .being done in that direction. · 

It was only one factory of many which were packing 
frujt attractively. 
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BIG CHANGE 

Mr. Malloch told the meeting that conditions had 
changed- gre·atly sin~e March when he had offered a 
solution to the marketing proPlems. At that time, Mr. 
Malloch said, "If we can produce good quality three, fou-r 
and five Cl'OWn Sultanas for the U.K. ma1·ket, the pre~ 

'sent outlook presents no problems of marketing fruit and 
sec.uring good prices." 

The questioner said that since Mr. Malloch had made 
his statement the industry had produced three, four 
and five crown fruit.. In view of this he asked what 
steps ·hl\-d -been taken for sales promotion when the crop 
started arriving on the U.K. market,. · 

Mr. Malloch agreed he had made the statement but 
said there had been a change in conditions since then. 
Smyrna had come in with fruit of equivalent quality but 
_of lo~er price. 

' The problem now facing the industry was what steps 
sho-uld be· taken __ tQ adjust· the situation. 

Certain 111easutes had already been taken, .and _other 
moves would be necessary in the futil11e. 

Sales Dropped 
In replying to another questioner, Mr. Malloch denied 

there had been :no attempt at sales promotion in -Canada. 
He agreed th<it 1953 sales in Canada ,had dropped by 
more than 3,000 tons, d_espite availability ... 

The main l'E~ason, he said, was strong competition 
from California. 

Motion 
Toward the end of the meeting, Mr. F. R. Messenger 

moved a vote of thanks to .. Red Cliffs A.D.F.A. for con~ 
vening the meeting and a vote Of confidence in the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits- Control BoaTd. 

Mr Messenger also included in his motion_ a· vote of 
appre.ciation to Mr. Peter Malloch for the ma~mer in 

·which he had presented the case for the C.D.F.C.B., 
and his explanatjon to the questions asked. 

Mr.· P. Mallo.th addresses the Red Cli~a meeting. Mr. E. C. Orton and Mi-. I.. G. Came-ron (Branch 
President and Secretary respectively) a•t beside him. Mr. Winton G. Turnbull, M.H.R., in the back
ground. 

MARKETING REVIEW BY CONTROL BOARD 
Referring to early conditions on export markets, .the "2 U.K. had 22,500 tons of Californian fruit anjving 

mark!=lting·member of the Board (Mr. P. Malloch) giVes . "3. Turkey was sending Sultanas to the U.K:,·~at Prices 
the following review. lower than those fixed by the Ministry of Food. · . -. 

ul. Tbe1·e· was in Britain, a_ carryover at May 1, of 
1 

-
'ovel~ 34,000 tons of frUit, main_Iy 1953 crop· of Austra~ "4. Australia will be shippin~· 34,000 ton~ of Su tanas 
lian Sultanas of excellent quality. to U.Ko this seasOri. 
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~~Foolish" 

"'l'his gave a total of 90,000 tons of Sultanas in sight 
for U.K~ till September, when 1954 crop Turkish and 
Cretan Sultanas are available. 

"Pre-war consumption of sultanas in U.K. was under 
70,000 tons per annum. 

"The Export Control _Board decided that it would be 
~oolish to flood the U.K. market unnecessarily, as to do 
so would make buyers operate cautiously, would break 
valU€S and create undue storage -charges (2/.,. per ton 
per week) at the cost of the gTower. 

"A grower of 20 tons of Sultanas, with 10 tons g•oing 
to· U.K., would have to foot a hill of- £10 for 10 weeks' 
storage in U.K., which would be saved by leaving the 
fruit in our warehouses here. 

Value 

"A few packers have· objected to regulated shipping, 
as they want to draw against fruit when shipped. Fruit 
has aS"-much value in store here as on a ship or in U.K. 
warehOuses, and financ-e should :be as readily available 
on fruit in warehouses here as in transit. 

"Releases by the Board for shipment to U.K.-Apr:il 
to June were 35 per cent. of Currants out of an expected· 
41 per cent.; 30 per cent. of Sultanas from an expected 
-export of 56 per cent. Therefore, more than half of 

_om· U.K. tonnage had already be_en released. 

"The decision to control shipments was unanimously 
agre.ed to by the 11 members o:f' the Board with 
experience in the industry varying from 20 to 50 years. 

"Surely, past knowledge must be of some value to the 
industry, and growers will realise that any action taken 
was only for the benefit of growers. 

Marketing 

"Next, the claim was: made that we should have a new 
marketing authority. The present system provides that 
the Export Board controls pri-ces and terms of trade 
and leav·es it to the industry to effect sales on th-ese 
terms. 

"This system provides for what the producer of dried 
fruits or any other primary commodity believes to be 
an essential of marketing-control of prices in his own 
hands or in the ·hands of his r·epresentative. Selling is 
left to agents. and distributo1·s. 

11 0v.erseas Farmers' Co-operative Federation~ one of 
the larg-est organisations in the Empire, handling all 
types of produce for growers in AuStralia, New Zealind, 
South Africa, Canada and other countries, supervises 
and presses sales of dl'ied fruits in the U.K. and in 
Continental Europe. 

"In, U.K., it has a list of 180 first-hand buyers who 
in. turn, have probably 2,000 travellers -calling ~n th~ 
retail and bakery trade. 

41These buyers are called on weeidy by Overseas 
Farmers, GoUin and Co., or other agents for our fruit, 
and,' if prices and quality are right, we will get the 
business. 

"The Australian delegation to U.K. last year was 
unanimously of opinion our sales arrangements in U.K. 
were sound and efficient-they expressed tlwmselves in 
print to this effect. 

Advertising 

"The third phase is advertising in U.K. In pr.e-war 
years, an efficient advertising campaign was conducted 
by our Department of Commerc-e- in U.K., 50 per cent. 
of the cost being met by the Government. , 

"The Export Board .is 1.vorking for a similar plan, now, 
and has agreed to make a substantial contribution. The 
Government has agr-e-ed to a subsidy basis. 

"We regret delay in implementation of our plans and 
in the interval, have embark~d on a scheme of publicity 
without subsidy. The larg.er plan will follow soon, with 
Gov,ernment sUbsidy. 

"F-inally, we w-ere !exhorted to exploJt Singapore, 
Tokio and Shanghai. Why Shanghai, I don't know
it is a closedl port in Communist China. 

"However, in Singapore, Tokio Hongkong, Fiji, 
Colombo, in British West Indies, in Java, in India, in 
Rhodesia and many other places, Australian agents hay;e 
brokers and buyers to whom our fruit is offered. 

Summary 

"Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. is the 
lar-gest selling agency, responsible for sales in all markets 
other than U.K. 

"To clarify the position, I would repeat:-

"1 The Export Control Board fixes price.':; and terms 
of trade. 

"2 The industry agents are responsible for sale on 
these terms. Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales, as an 
agency, has the greater part of this responsibility. 

"Th-e industry is quite unlikely to agre-e to handing 
over to agents or packers: the right to fix· prices or terms 
of trading. 

"The Government has Trade Commissione1·s in most 
parts of the world, and these Commissioners keep our 
products before the public. Agents miss no chance of 
sales, but price is the problem. 

"Californian fruit, subsidised £20 per ton for -export, 
is available at £65 per ton, f.wb. Is it suggested we 
break the price, to compete at such a level? 

"The Export Board has many problems to face in con
trt;ll of overseas trade. 

DEPUTATION MEETS MINISTER 
Ev-e·r since the adverse development on the London 

market first became apparent, the Export Colltl·ol Board 
have viewed the matter with concern, and discussions 
had taken pla-ce with the Department of Commerce with 
a view· to a deputation meeting the Minister. The 
growers' meeting -was tlae culmination to the serious 
conditions of which the Board we1·e- only too well! awar-e. 

There is no gainsaying that the views of the growm's 
so s~rongly expressed at the meeting, is of immeasurable 

benefit to the Control Board when members meet the 
Minister. The Minister, and through him, the Governw 
ment cannOt fail to be impressed with the serious situa
tion which has developed, and which so closely, and 
immediately affects the very livelihood of the growers. 

Arrangements were made to meet the Minister in 
early August. By the time this issue goes to press, the 
extent of assistance which the Government will give may 
be known. 
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INDUSTRY'S CASE PRESENTED TO MINISTER 
At a joint meeting of the Export Control Board and The A.D.F.A. Board of Management, a case was pre

pared for submission to the Minister for Commerce putting into effect the wis4es .expressed by growers at the Red 
Cliffs meeting. This letter, which is p1·inted below, was personally handed to the Minister when the Industry's 
deputation· met him in Melbourne on 9th August. The deputation consisted of Messrs. P. Malloch, M.B.E., R. H. Gil
bert, H. D. Howie, L. B. O'Donnell,· E. N. Seary, A. G. Watt and J. H. Gordon, and was intr-oduced by Mr. Win
tOn G. Turnbull, M.H.R. 

The letter to the Minister read:-
"The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board and 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association have the honour 
to submit to you the following statement: 

"A meeting, attended by over 850 growers, was held 
at Red Cliffs on Wednesday, 216.# -July, and the follow .. 
ing resolutions were passed unanimously:___. 

'It was moved that The Australian Dried Fruits 
Association Board of Management and The Com
monwealth Dried Fruits COntrol Board be requested 
to interview the Minister for Commerce and Agri
culture (Rt. Hon. J. McEW.en) requesting that: 

'The Commonw,ealth Gove1·nment provide advances 
on shipments, to the extent of the United Kingdom 
support price, to enable growers to carry on pro.:. 
duction. 

'On termination of the support price policy by the 
United Kingdom, that the Commonwealth Govern
ment be requested to guarantee an adequate sup
port price for export to that market, having due 
regard to the most of production.' 

"The resolutions were accepted as representative of 
the views of growers in the Mildura, Red .Cliffs and 
Merbein areas. 

"Following these resolutions, a unanimoug vote of 
confidence in The Commonwealth Dried Fruitg Control 

. Board was also passed. 

Finance Pt.·oblems 

"Dealing with the problem of finance for producers, 
the following factg are submitted:-

HFor the past 15 y~ars, exporters have received the 
proceeds of fruit consigned to the United Kingdom 
Ministry of Food, when the fruit wag placed aboard 

_steam-erg, With a return to fre·e marketing, fruit has 
been sent on- a- consignment basis, saleg have been slow 
and proceeds of sales in the United Kingdom have been 
suffident only to keep pace with freight, landing and 
warehouse charges accruing on shipTI?-ents, as landed. 

HPacking Companies, by arrangements with their 
banks, have made advance payments to growers, besides 
meeting the costg of pacldng, rail and marine freight, 
ingUrance. landing and other charges. These are cal
culated to be:-
Advance paYments to growers £2,852,000 
Cost of packing and charges 1,313,000 

Total .. . . £4,165,000 
Proceeds of sales in Australia, 

Cf'nada, New Zealand ahd other 
markets . . .. . . . . 880,000 

Balanc-e-advanced by Banks and 
Packers . . . . . . .. £3,285,000 

1 and 2 Crown Currants ·(A verace) 
3_ and 4 Crown Currants (Average) 
1 to 5 Crown .Sultanas (Average) .-. 

approx. 

" 

" 

" 

4 and 5 CJ~own Lexias (Average)- ......... . 
Seed€d Raisins (Bulk) . . . . . . ; '; '· . . . . . •'. 

jjDue to a su-ccession of adv.erse seasong from 1949 
to 1952, growers have had little chance of building up 
reserveg to meet the present contingency, whilst pack
ing -compani.es have been unable to build up reserves to 
cope with the financial burden involved. Costs of pro

. duction and packing'. have increased :probably 150% 
since 1939, and there is little hope of reducing costs, 
if productivity of vineyards is to be maintained. 

jjAdvance, or Progress, Payments made by packers 
to growers in the Sunraysia Area for thiS season, 
compared with 1953 season, to the end of July, are:-

Currants~ 1 Crown . . . . . . 
Sultanas-4 Crown .. 
Lexias.:.._4 Crown . . . . . . . . 

1954 1953 
£32 

35 
32 

£39 
59 
36 

per ton 
, " 
" ,. 

Hit will be apparent, therefore, that growers have 
suffered a serious decline in income this year. Costs o.E 
productiOn include not only living expenses but account~ 
for pruning labour .assistanc-e, fertilisers, spray materials, 
insurances, tractor running and repairs,- water rates, 
drainage, and other items which cannot be met from 
·the· pres-ent paYment level. Under present conditions, 
improvements in payments could be made from remit
tances for fruit sold in Australia and to be shipped to 
Canada and New Zealand in August and September, and 
from possibly heavier sales in the United Kingdom- from 
September onwards. 

Guarantee for Progress Payments 

ttPackers have arranged with bankers for advances 
against shipmelltg to the United Kingdom, and these 
moneys have been used in making progress advances to 
growers. Producers consider that in order to carry on 
it is essential a more liberal and immediate _poli~y of 
finance should be made available against fruit ·shippe·d 
or to be shipped to the United Kingdom, and it is 
,requested that the Government should inform the indus
try of a m.ethod whereby the request could be cair~ed 
into effect and the conditions under which such advances 
would be- made available. 

"Pending a decision of the .extension of the support 
price by the United Kingdom Ministry of Food, the most 
benPfir>.i~l mPans would he for the Government to 
guarantee through financial trading institutions such 
finance ag will enable more adequate progr-ess payments 
to growers to be continued on the same basis as in pre
vious seasons up to the support price on all fruit shipped 
or to be shipped to the United Kingdom. 

"This matter is to be regarded as mogt urgent, as 
growers must secure -further advances immediately. 

"The second part of the resolution .conc-erns the Sup
port Price granted by the Ministry of -Food on exportg 
to the 'Un~ted Kingdom for 1954 season. These support. 
prices are for-

£70 Stg. f.o.b. = £87/11/- Austn. 
£75 

" " = £93/15/• 
" £80 

" " = £100/- /-
" £8() 

" = '£100/- /-
" £90 

" = £112/10/-
" ----~~-----------~~--~----~--
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"The Support Price applies to· sales made to 31st 
March, 1955, but expires on that date. Stocks of Dried 
Fruits in the United Kingdom and available supplies are 
such as to wanant grave fears that our 1954 crop will 
not be sold befOl'e 31st March, 1955. It is thig uncer
tainty which is proving a handicap to a more liberal 
financial policy in advances to growers. 

11lt is considered necegsary- to support this 
statement with more detailed information. 
Stoc1tg of Dried Vine Fruits held by the 

Ministry of Food at the time of de-control 
were ................ __ , .... . 

Purchases by the Ministry of Food from 
U.S.A. for delivery in 1954 were ..... . 

Suppli-es availab],e from the Australian 1954 
crop •..................... 

Supplies available from the South African 
1954 crop· . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 

Greek Currants imported ex 1958 crop
Stated to be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Smyrna Sultanas imported ex 1953 .crop
stated to be . . . . . . 

Total ..... . 

From September on, supplies of 1954 crop 
will be avaUable from the Levant. Good 
quality Currants are in short supply, so 
it jg certain there will be imported from 
Greece ..................... . 

Turkey has a Sultana -crop stated to be 70,000 
to 75,000 tons. Exporters will press for 
saleg in the United Kingdom, and, by 
under-cutting prices, will endeavour to 
place 10,0'00 tO 20 000 tons-say .. 

Licences to import. Persian Sultanas have 
been granted by the Board of Trade, and 
some small sales have been made. Possibly 
there may be imported . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Stocks and available supplies are therefore 

Consumption Forecast 

g.eneral 
Tons 

52,200 

22,500 

49,000 

4,500 

20,000 

11,000 

159,200 

20,000 

10,000 

5,000 

194,200 

f'Prior to 1909, consumption of Vine Fruits in the 
Unitf'd Kingdom was 125,000 tons per annum. Opinion 
has been expressed that with increased population and 
better living standatXIs, consumption might reach 140,000 
to 150,000 tons :Pel' annum. Analysis of sal•eg from 1st 
Der.ember, 1953, to 30th June, 1954, is therefore of 
interest. 

Sales from Ministry of Food stocks 
were ................. . 

Sales of Greek Currants were .. 
S.<~les of 8mvrn.<~ Sult,n.<~s were .. 
Sales of Australian 1954 Fruit were 

Total sales for geven lnonths ..... 

In pre-war years sales for eig-ht 
months January to August 
averag-ed . . . . . . -. . . . . . . . 

Four months September to Dec-ember 

Total .. 

Tons 

24.100 
25,000 

9,000 
1,650 

59,750 

Tons 

62.400 
62,600 

125,000 

Tons 
Based on the pre-war standards, 

consumption for seven months, 
December to June -would hav-e 
been .. ·, . . . . . - . . . . . . . . f32,45_0 
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(actual) 
(approx.) 

(~~tual) 

"From these figures,. it would appear that consump
tion in the United Kingdom has not yet reached pre
war standards. H·eavy releases by the Ministry of Food 
in O.ctober/November, 1953, might bring consumption 
figures up to pre-war le:vel. 

uQuestions have been asked as to the quantities of 
Australian 1953 crop which were included ~n Ministry 
of Food sto-cks at various periods. Confidential advices 
fTom London give us the quantities carried from January 
31st to April 30th. W·e have no- advices of stockg at 1st 
December, 1953, nor later advices than the end of April. 
The fi.gures we have recorded are:-

Ministry of Food 
Stocks 

Australian 

January 31, 1954 
March 30, 1954 
April 30, 1954 

Currants Sultanas 

2,966 25,247 
500(?) 25,000 
816 20,480 

Le-xias 

3,300 
3,300 
3,300 

Total 
ex 1953 

crop 
Tons 

31,507 
28,800 
24,596 

uThese figures disclose that only 7,000 tons of our 
fruits were sold in three months, 31st January to 30th 
April, 1954. 

"More detailed information in respect to each fruit 
is attached in an Addendum hereto. The figures quoted 
above, and supported in the addendum, do, in our opinion 
justify our submission for extension beyond 31st March, 
1955, of the Support Price Plan in respect to our 1954 
crop. 

Extension of Support Price 

uThe meeting at Red Cliffs aslted that the Support 
Prlce be extended beyond the terminating date, 3lgt 
Mar-ch, 1955, till diBposal of the 1954 crop was com
pleted, the Australian Government to undertake respon
sibility for the Support Price beyond the present ter
minating date. This request is unanimously gupported 
by The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board and 
The Australian Dried Fruits Asgociation. 

t'Prior to the meeting it was considered that the 
Ministrv of Food should b~ asked to extend the period of 
the Support Price for these reasons:-

1. The Ministry of Food wag under oblig-ation to pur
chase our 1954 crop or make some satisfactory alter
native arrangement. A compromise was entered into 
on the Support Price Plan. 

2. When the alternativ:e plan was being considered, 
questions were asked as to Ministry stocks. Verbally 
ahd unofficially, they were gtated to be about 35,000 
tons. They eventually proved to be 52,200' tons. 
This led to miscalculations on marketing prospects. 

3. .Soon after agreement 'was reached, the Ministry of 
Food further rendered it unrealistic by the purchas-e 
of 22,500 tons of Californian Fruit. 

4. Marketing- prospects for our 1954 -crop are further 
endangered by the issue of Licences for Importation 
of Sultanas from Pel"'sia at prices considerably under 
those ruling at present. · 

ult was further thought that the Ministry of Food 
should be requested to press for suspension of Licences 
to Import Sultanas from Turkey and Persia until present 
stocks were cleared or substantially redu-ced. By allow
ing 'further imports at cut prices, the Ministry must take 
a heavy loss on realisation of its stocks and on the Sup
port P~ice granted to Australia, because price-cutting by 
Turkey and Persia must be met_by-price-cut_ting on our 
part and on the- part of the Ministry of Food. 

uwe submit these facts for your consideration. 

Page F\orty-one 

l 



Competition from SubsidieS 

"Wt€ would further 'direct attention to the fact that 
our indu~try is facing intense and unfair competition in 
world's markets by reason of export subsidies being paid 
by the Unittld States (£20 Australian per ton) and 
Turkey, (£28/2/6 Australian per ton) on exports to· the 
United Kingdom. Om; industry is predominantly an 
export industry, as, on an average crop 80 o/o will be 
exported overseas. With new solditlr settlement areas 
coming into bearing, this perc·entage Will be exceeded. 
It is certain that financial instability and hardship will 
be imposed on thtl industry so long as these elements 
continue. This phase of development has been empha
sised to the Government on more than one occasion by 
The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board and The 
Australian Dried Fruits Association. 

"The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board and 
The Australian DTied Fruits Association Board of 
Management therefore urge consideration of extension 
of the Support Price Plan on exports to the United 
Kingdom, or even possibly on all exports for a period 
of years. If adopted, such plan should set an average 
price for each C1·own grade of fruit exported, rather 
than a general average price, so as to encourage pro
dUction of the highest quality. In a long-term plan, the 
Support Pric.e should be based on the Cost of Production. 

"The Aushalian Dried Fruits Association Annual. Con
ference will commence on 9-th November, 1954, in Mel
bourne, and it would be a good opportunity to place 
before .g1·owers the yjews or decisions of the Government 
on a system which will give some stability to the industry. 
The Conference will comprise rep1·esentative growers 
from all States. · 

HWhilst we request conside1·ation of a long-term vlan 
for the industry which may require some detailed inves
tigation, we would urge the earliest possible considera
tion of the position in respect to finance and -extension 
of Support Price for our 1954 crop now on the market. 

Empire Preference 

"Our industry appreciates that the Prime Minister and 
the Minister for Commerce and Agriculture have fought, 
and a1~e continuing· to fight, for continuance and exten
sion of Empire Preference, in the face of luktlwarm 
supuort or a degree of antagonism on the part of some 
of the Dominions. From the Pr·ess, we learn that this 
subjEict and the terms of the General Agr.eement on 
Tariffs and Trade are to be discussed at a Commonw 
wealth Conference in October. W.e wish our represen
tative Minister success in his efforts. 

"Our industry is deeply concerned that Preference 
should be extend-e·d, and it is d-esired to l;)Oint out that, 
prior to 1939, Preferenc.e on Sultanas and LeXias in the 
United Kingdom was £10/10/- per ton. Fruit was then 
selling at about £42 per ton, and the Pref.erence 
amounted to about 25%. Preference is now £8/10/
per tOn; fruit now prictld at about £100 per ton-th~ 
Preference rate is 8~%. The value of Preference 
amounts to about one-third to what it was in pre-war 
years. We trust strenuous efforts will be made to secure 
·a pre~m'ential tariff rate e(Jiuivalent to that which 
operated_ in pre-war years. 

"With Currants, our Preference is £2- per ton only in 
the United Kingdom, and -we face strong competition 
from Gr·eece, _by meahs of depreciation_ of the Drachma 
by 100%. Increased Preference should be sought in 
the .United Kingdom. We have no pr•eferential Tariff 
on Cnvr~nts from New Ze!'l.land. alld it is suggested that 
this should_ b~ :~ecured, -if possible." 

The ·letter: wa~ jointly signed by Mr. Gilbert :(or the 
Export Control Board· and Mr. Malloch for the A.D.F.A. 

SPECIAL SUBMISSION BY THE A.D.F.A. 

An attachment was made cov·ering a special submission 
that "in the event of the prices realised in the United 
Kingdom ~_()_r 1954 Season falling to the. level of the Sup
port Price, The Austl'•alian Dried Fruits Association 
would request the Commonwealth Government to con
sider the granting of a su}?sidy to bring the return of 
fruit sold in the United Kingdom to the level of the 
Cost of Production. 

"In support of this request The Australian Dritld 
Fruits Association would point out that the Supr)ort 
Price was negotiated with the United Kingdom Ministry 
of Food at a level 10% under the anticipated market 
return, and even with this 10% additional return, the 
prices which growers would receive would be consid-er
ably under the cost of production. 

"The producers are faced with very heavy costs in 
respect to wages, material, and services such as Water 
raWs, freight and packing charges which is beyond their 
power to reduce. Returns below cost of production there
fore fall most heavily on the primary producer person
ally, inflicting serious hardship on him. 

"It is considered by dependable growers that unless 
producers in an industry such as Dried Fruits can receive 
a return commensurate with the Cost of Production 
ownership of vineyards must pass out of the hands of 
the present settlers to others who are prepared to work 
on peasant standards, 

ADDENDUM 

To support in more d-etail th-e marketing and pri-ces 
conditions referred to in the joint letter an addendum 
was attached. T-he addendum stated:-

"The position in resnect to the various classes o1' Vine 
Fruits ·in the United Kingdom is as follows:-

Currants 

Anticipated export to the u'nited Kingdom is- .. 
Sales to 30th June, 1954, were . . . . . . . . . . 

Tons 
5f200 

434 

T·o be sol·d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

'Eastern States Currants have be.en priced 
at ............ : . ......... . 

·Competitive Greek Currants are quoted 
d .... ····· ........... . 

Western Australian Currants have been 
priced at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Competitive Greek Currants are quoted at 

4,766 

Ex wharf 

81/· to 85/-

75/- to 86/-

86/- to 94/-
86/" to 94;: 

''Prices of our fruit have been fixed at a level which 
does nOt attract buyers, and a reduction has been recom
mended, in order to effect sales. Prices recommended 
are: 1 crown 78/-, 2 crown 82/-, 3 erown B4/-. 

11The Support Price granted by the Ministry of Food 
is £70 Stg. per ton f.o.b. Australia. for 1 c1·own and 2 
crown average, ·and £75 for 3 and 4 ·Crown. 

11To realise these prices 1 and 2 crown should aVerage 
£8G pe-r ton ex·wharf, 3 and 4erown should average £91 
per tori ex wharf. 

"We may reasonably assume that 1 and 2 .crown will 
avpragoe £79 per ton, so there will -he a claim on the 
Ministry of Food for £7 per ton. It is probable that 3 
and 4 crown will average £84 per ton, so there will be 
a claim on the Ministry of Food for £7 per ton also. 
£7 per ton on 5;200 tons is £36,400 Stg., or £45,500 
Australian. 
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"The London Agency of -The Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Control Board is reasonably confident that -our 
Currant crop will be sold at th-e amended prices. 

Sultanas 

Anticipated export to the United Kingdom is 
Sal-es to 30th June, 1954, we:re . . . . 

TOns 
34,000 

1,000 

To be sold . . . . . . . .............. . 33,000 
"This fruit is of good quality, and the bulk will De in 

4 crown -grade. There will be shipped a percentage of 
3 crown and 5 crown. 

Our fruit has been priced at . . . . . . 
Ministry of Food stocks of our 1953 

crop at . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
Ministry of Food stocks of Californian 

at ................. . 
Smyrna 1953 .crop at . . . . . . . . . . 

Ex wharf 
108/- to 122/-

95/- " 122/-

90/- ., 96/-

92/- " 103/-

"Our 3 crown fr11it at 108/- -is selling, although 4 and 
5 crown are not selling. It is considered that price is 
the dominant factor. Manufacturers and the majority 
of retailers want medium quality fruit at a mediuin price 
-or good .quality fruit at a medium price. 

"The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control- Board has 
recommended that 4 crown and 5 crown grades be brought 
more into line with 3 crown prices. 

11Pre-war consumption of Sultanas in the United 
Kingdom was 70,000 tons. Supplies available from 
Ministry of Food stocks, purchases and Turkish, Austra
lian and South African imports, are 111,700 tons. 

"Further competition from Smyrna will be met in 
September. 

"Buyers are aware of this statistic-al position, and 
are operating cautiously. It is eVident that, with an 
ov-er-supplied market, a collapse in prices is a distinct 
possibility. 

uThe fact that buyers have imported 11,000 tons of 
Smyrna Sultanas since 1st December, 1953, despite the 
Ministry of Food stocks -and purchases of 64, 700' tons, 
indicates that there is no concern in th-e trade fOl' prob
able Treasury losses on realisation-if fruit- can be 
imported more cheaply than at prices fixed by thee 
Ministry of Food, buyers will import it. London Agents 
for Australian fruit are gTavely concerned that new' crop 
Smyrna Sultanas may be quoted at 90/- to 95/- ex 
wharf, and we will have to meet this competition. 

"The Ministry of Food has grante·d a Support PriCe 
of £80 Stg. per ton _f.o.b To realise this pri-ce our fruit 
must realise £96 per ton ex warehouse. 

The Support Pric·e Plan expires on 31st March, 1955. 
Average price realised to 30th June was £112/10/

Stg. ex wharf. 

This is equivalent to approximately £96 Stg. per ton 
f.o.b. 

11·The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board is 
concern-ed that our 1954 .crop may not be sold prior to 
31st March, 1955, and conceJ;ned, further, that the 
average prietl -may not be realised and a heavy claim 
fall on the Ministry of Food. If a serious fall in prices 
takes plac-e, the Ministry ~of Food will take a heavy loss, 
also, on realisation of its stock~. 

11lt is impossible to assess the extent of the possible 
loss. 
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Lexias 

"The market fol· LEixias in the United Kingdom is 
rather difficult to forecast. 
Ministry of Food stocks at 1st 

D-ecember, 1953 are esti
mated to have been .. 

Of thes·e, saleS in the United 
Kingdom are -estimated at 

Sales to- the Continent were .. 

5,400 tons 

2,100 tons 
3,300 tolls 

5,40'0 tons 
11 This clea1·ed the stocks, but the Ministry of Food 

took a heavy financial loss on the transactio;n. 

un is calculated that Lexias available :for the 
United Kingdom will be . . . . . ... , . . , .. 

Of these, there will he sent as Unseeded Lexias 
The balance will be sent as Seeded Raisins. 
''The quantity available for sale in the United 

Kingdom over a period of twelve nionths will 
be-
Sales ex Ministry of Food stocks 
Exports from Austr~lia .. 
EXports from South Africa .. 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Tons 

8,450 
2,100 

2,100 
2,100 
4,500 

8,700 

".Sales in the United Kingd,om in pre-war years were 
5,000 tons. Of this, a substantial tonnage was sold as 
Seeded Raisins·. Much of this trade will be displaced by 
Seeded •Raisins from Australia. It is doubtful, therefore, 
if the United Kingdom market will absorb available sup
plies .of Lexias .. 

"The Ministry of Food Support Price is £80 Stg. 
per ton f.o,b. average 4 crown and 5 crown. To realise 
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this price, realisations would need to be £96 per ton ex 
~warehouse. So far, only 71 tons have been sold at £88 
per ton ex wareho.use. 

"If this price is maintained, a .claim on the Ministry 
of Food is inevitable. 

Seeded ~aisins 

"The quantity available for export to the United 
Kingdom is estimated at about . . . . . . 
Of this, there has been sOld forward, about 

Leaving a balance to be· sold of ... 

TonS 

5,700 
1,500 

4,200 

"This balance is being sent forward on a ".consign
ment" basis, pric·e basis to be controlled by The London 
_Agency of The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board. 

MINISTER'S 
After the meeting Mr. McEw-en said there had been a 

full and frank discussion regarding developments in the 
Dried Fruits Industry since the termination of the long
term bulk contract, und-er which the U.K. Ministry of 
Food purchased Australian Dried Fruits of the 1953 and 
earlier crops at negotiated p1·ices. 

The Minister said the 19 54 arrangements were of a 
diffenmt character. 

The Ministry of Food has guaranteed support prices 
to apply to all Australian Dried Fruits of the 1954 crop 
shipped to the United Kingdom and sold there before 
March 31, 1955. -

Owing to the r.ecent slowing up of sales on the U.K. 
market, there was room for doubt whether the crop 
would have been sold by March, and, consequently, 
whether the suppol't price arrangement would cover the 
whole of the crop. 

This doubt had resulted in the growers not being able 
to obtain finance against their deliveries to the extent 
that it had been available to them in previous years 
under the fixed price security of the Government-to
Government bulk purchase anangement. 

Mr. McEwen ·said the deputation had made it clear 
to him that, in the view of the industry, the present) 
markoet situation in the U.K. was attributable in no small 
degree to the existence of substantial Ministry of Food 

"The development of an Australian Seeded Raisin 
trade in· the United Kingdom is quite new, and, with 
25 o/o sold in about six weeks, there are reasonable 
grounds for hoping that available supplies will be taken 
up this year. 

"The Ministry of Food Support Price is £90 stg. 
per ton f.o.b. 

"To realise the Support Price sales are nec.essary at 
£105 ,per ton ex warehouse. · 

1'All sales to date are on the basis of £105 per ton e:X
warehous·e, 

~<As with Lexias we would r-equest-
1. That the Ministry of Food be ask-ed to extend th-e date 

for sale beyond 31st March, 1955, till sales are 
completed. 

2. That, if the request he refused, the Commonwealth 
Government take responsibility for the Support Price 
on sales after 31st March, 1955." 

COMMENTS 

stocks, and to the admission into th8 U K. of subsidised 
fruit from other supplying countries. 

Mr. McEwen said the deputation had pres-ented a 
number of specific requests to him, the principal ones 
being: 

G Extension of the United Kingdom 1954 support price 
arrang-ement beyond· March 31, 1955, to cover the dis
posal of the whole of the 1954 crop. 
9 Commonwealth · financiUl assistance to the extent 
necessary to bring 1954 average sales returns up to the 
lev-el of cost of production. 
0 A Government support for finance which would enable 
growers to secure increased advances against their 1954 
Dried Fruit deliveri-es, to help them to carry on with 
preparations for the 1955 crop.-
$ Protect.ion by the United Kingdom against sales of 
subsidised foreign fruit on that market. 
e The development Of the future stability of the 
industry. 

Mr. McEwen added that he had infol'med the deputa
tion that he had a full appreciation of the problems of 
the Dried Fruits industry. 

He had assU1"19d them that an approach had already 
been made to the Ministry of Food for an extension of 
the support ·price ar.rangement, and that their other. 
requests would r-ec-eive examination. 

LONDON MANAGf.R APPOINTED 
Advice has been received that Mr.1 H. C. Mills has now 

arrived in London to take up the. appointment of 
Manager to the London Agency of the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board. 

Included amongst his various duties will be· the 
periodical survey of the availability of Australian Dried 
V me .t• ruits thToughout the United Kingdom and will 
also represent the Board on the Commonwealth Com
mittee appointed to deal with national advertising in 
the United KingdOm of Australian primaTy pro:ducts. 

As Managing Editor Of "Countryman" from 1935 to 
1940, Mr. Mills gained knowledge of the Dried Fruits 
Industry and prior to that time had experience in har
vesting and packing in Dried Fruit areas. 

In 1941 he became Director of Public Relations 
Division of the Commonwealth Food Control and in 1946 
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was appointed Australian Trade Publicity Officer and 
Director of Public Relations for the Australian Go¥ern-· 
ment Trade Commissioner's Office in London, 

At the direction of the Commonwealth Government 
in 1947, he accompanied the Australian Delegation to 
the International Trade Organisation at, Geneva arid 
worked with the "representatives of the Dried Fruits, 
·wool and Sugar ludustries on matters relating to 
the retention of Empire Preferenc·e. 

After r-eturning to Australia in 1949 to take up the 
appointment of Dir-ector of Overseas Trade Publicity, 
Mr. Mills resigned from the Department of Commerce 
and Ag1·iculture to engage in the export trad.e with 
India and Malaya, and later became a business consul
tant in MelbouTne. 
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flu6licitiJ 
DECISIONS BY PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 

In .additiqn to examining the pro·gress made with the general camp3.ign for 1954, the Publicity Sub
Committee at its April and June meetings made a number of decisions affecting future planning. 

Change in Advertising Schedule-
In the light of latest developments and reports, the 

allocations of £1600 for radio and £7.00 for trade jour
nals was re-allocated as follows: 

Press advertising .. 
Recipe Service . . . . . . . . . . 
Approaches to ~anufacturin·g Trade 

Retail Sales Incentiv_e Competition 

£760 
£840 
£700 

In regard to th~ need to publicise Dried Fruits at 
food exhibitions, it was decided to cancel the proposed 
competition and utilise the allocation for a demOnstration 
display at. the All-Foods Exhibition in Melbourne in 
January, 1955. 

Mobile Display Unit 
As reports received· showed that this unit· had been 

welcomed by retail stores it was decided to procure a 
furthel' twelve units and distribute them, on loan, to 
groc-ers. 

Raisin Bread , 
Contact is to be made with bakers to use Seeded 

Raisins, and the public will be approached through the 
display of showcards or posters in cafes and restaurants. 

Mildura Centre 
Mr. L. G. Cameron reported that the publicity at the 

airport should take the form of an attractive poster in a 
glassed frame. It was agreed that a poster should be 
designed. Further supplies of showcards and literature 
were despatched to the Centre. 

It was agreed to purchase from the ViCtorian Dried 
Fruits Board a three-quarter interest in each of the show
cases at the Hotel Murray and Hotel Winters.un at an 
overall cost of £75. 

Mr. L. A. Reason, as a result of his Mildtira visit, sug-~ 
gested that local advertising should be used to ensure 
that tourists knew the location of the Centre. 

It w~s agreed that Head Office s1}.ould supply a "Ray 
Sign" for display purposes. 

The General Secretary submitted that the gift boxes 
were unattractive and should be improved by selection 
of a better type of box, the use of colour in the stencil
ling, marking the boxes that the fruit was Australian 
and from Sunraysia, and that attractive wrapping paper 
be Used. 

• Mildura Raisin Festival 
It was reported that the Mildura District Council, in 

discussing the proposal to hold a Festival, felt that the 
best time to do so was the end of March or early April. 
As the Mildura District Base Hospital held its annual 
Mardi Gras at this time and there was no desire to clash 
with this festivity, it was felt by the Publicity Sub-Com
mittee that the two festivals should merge into one Dried 
Fruits Festival for the benefit of the hospital. 

It was conside1·ed that Commonwealth, and perhaps 
overseas publicity would be obtained for Mildura by pro
moting a Festival on an Industry basis, and following on 
further discussion by the full Board it was agreed, sub
ject to acceptance by the hospital organisers of a Raisin 
Festival next year to make available £500. 
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Suggestions put forward to promote the Festival were: 
(i) window displays by shops in the various Sun

raysia· towns publicising Dried Fruits; 
(ii) the support of the business community generally; 
(iii) the retention of all the present f-eatures of the 

Mardi Gi'as; · 
(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

the holding of various athletic events in pro
moting the sustaining qualities of Dried Fruits; 
the encouragement of cafes and restaurants to 
specialise in the serving of Dried Fruits dishes; 
and · 

the organisation of demonstrations showing the 
many uses of Dried Fruits as an ev-ery day food 
in ·the home; 

Better Food Exhibition 
The General Secretary reported that an excellent site 

had been secured which would permit visitors watching 
the cooking demonstrations on the stage to obtain an 
uninterrupted .view of the Dried Fruits exhibit, and 
would ensure that the maximum number of visitors 
would pass the stand: A liCence to sell Dried Fruits from 
the exhibit had' been applied for. Plans would soon be 
formulated to pr,epare a first class· display. 

~~.Ray~·Sign" Animated Unit 
As the first unit purchased had proved successful it 

was decided to pUrchase three 'more units so that each 
retail contact representatiVe could loan one to grocers 
in the districts being visited. 

Campaign for Prunes 
A report on the cost of obtaining display units for 

7 lb. tins of Prunes, as sought at the ·previous meeting of 
the Tree Fruits Committee, was deferred for considera
tion until next August. 

A proposal by Young District Producers' Co-op. As
sociation Ltd. that they would be prepared to contribute 
£200 to a publicity campaign· to dispose of unsold stocks 
of Season 1953 fruit on a r£. for £ basis up to £200 had 
been circulated to all other A.D.F .A. Prunes processors 
and Crowe & Newcombe Ltd., hut with the exception of 
Crowe & Newcombe Ltd., the proposal had not been 
acc·epted. 

Flinders Street Showcases 
The s·i.lb-Committee agreed that the lighting in the 

Bhowcases be improved and that a general purpose outlet 
be installed so that a turntable -or an animated sign 
could be ·.used. 

It was reported that displays had been held. in the 
showcases featUring The A.D.F.A. cookery book, "Family 
Fa1·e" and the gifts to H.M. the Queen and to her child
ren. Present displays featured general aspects of the 
Industry. 

Sydney Royal Show, 1954 
Messrs. A. E. Geake and L . .f. Sloggett, the retail 

contact representatives who prepared and conducted 
the ·exhibit reported that Over 23,000 leaflets had been 
distributed, that the replicas o::f the caskets of Dried 
Fruits presented to the •Royal children and the general 
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The Mobile Display Unit in a Melbourne store. This Unit has p~oved i~s worth as an impulse seller 

of Dried Fruits. 
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display had drawn the interest of the pUblic, and that 
helpful suggestions had been received to improve ·the 
display next year. 

Fruit had been supplied to the Sydney County Co~n
cil for cooking demonstrations, and arrangements, whiCh 
would be extended next year, had been made to display 
showcards in restaurants and cafes at the Show. 

The General Secretary advised that planning for next 
year's Show was even now under consideration. In order 
to g-et the best response the results of this year's -exhibit 
showed tbat the present site in the Industrial Hall was 
more suitable than the Agricultural Hall and that some 
form of selling should be carried out in the future. 

Adelaide Royal Show, 1954 
Mr. H. H. Stone had accepted appointment as The 

A.D.F.A. repr.esentative on the provisional publicity com
mittee of the Murray Valley Development Leagu-e as a 
first step in sponsoring an M.V.D.L. display of Dried 
Fruits. 

Film of the Industry 
The Board learned with interest of. the pro,PoSal for 

Mr. Neville Shute to write a scenario for the Dried 
Fruits Industry. Also that Mrs. Hill, the authoress of 
"Water Into Gold," hoped that a film could be produced, 
based on her book, in conjunction with the Californian 
Industry. 

Educational Approaches 
As stocks of ''Dried Fruits in Australia" were nearlY 

exhausted, it was agreed that a new -edition should be 
prepared for diStribution to the public, but particularly 
fo1· school project work. 

Coverage. by Representatives 
A report on the activities of the three representatives 

was submitted. Minor complaints from one or two g'roc-ers 
were considered, and it was decided that explanations be 
passed to the g-rocers concerned. 

Total visits to the retail trade had now reached 3464 
during- which repr-esentatives had travelled 28,226 miles, 
since 11th April, 1954, visits had been made to the 
following types of businesses-

Self-service stores .. 
Counter service stores .. 
General stores .. 
Mixed businesses . . . , .. 
Grocers .. 
Delicatessens . . . . . . . . 

43 
10 
78 

267 
417 
117 

.932 

It was reported that Greater Melbourne had been 
covered once, and that districts were now being re
visited but diff-erent' businesses wer-e being_ contacted, 
Greater Sydney had nearly been covered once, many 
country centres and districts in New South Wales and 
Victoria had been visited, while Adelaide and certain 
South- Australian country towns had been -contacted. 
Past- and projected visits were planned in accordance 
with the policy of concentrating on areas of dense popu
lation until full coverage had been achiev·ed. 

In Western Australia 113 visits had been mad-e up 
to 2nd June, involving travel of 614 miles, and that 
visits would continue on the basis of 52. days per annum. 

A.D.F.A. ADVERTISING FOR 1954 
Starting from the 1954 

campaign, The A.D.F.A. 
are basing their adver
tisements on a cartoon 
char~cter to be known as 
"Raisin Joe," and already 
literature has been issued 
g-iving prominence to this 
character. It is the in
tention of The A.D .. F.A. 
in ·all future advertise-'· 
ments and, in fa-ct, .in all 
l'eferences to A.D.F.A. 

publicity to include ''Raisin Joe." 
Since "Raisin Joe" fi,rst appeared, favourable com

ments have heen and are being received-, on this form 
of impressing or: the consumer the need b> use Dried 
Fruits. · 

·-The advertising sehedule covers the two biggest 
women's magazin-es and the most prominent newspaper 
in each capital city. In Sydney two daily newspapers 
ar·e used. 

Women's Magazines: Twelve advertisements in both 
"Women's Weekly" and "Women's _Day," including 3 
coloured half pages. . 

Press: Thirteen consecutive we~kly insertions in each 
of the Melbourne '~Sun," Sydn-ey "Sun,'' Sydney "Mirror," 
Adelaide "Advertiser," Perth "West Australian," Bris
bane "Courier Mail." 

The coupon response for The A.D.F.A. Cookery Book 
"Family Fare,'' has been enormous. Requests have 
completely inundated Head Office despatch staff. 

"RAISIN JOE" AND THE RETAILER 
As packets on show in retailers' stores are the last 

step in impressing on purchasers the need to buy Dried 
Vine Fruits, it is desirable that ih the minds of pur
chasers there be some means of quickly associating pac
keted fruit with the advertisements. It is felt that 
"Raisin Joe"- is the acceptable medium. 

· Packeters of Dried Fruits have, therefOl'e, been asked 
to re-design their cartons so -as to incorporate "Raisin 
Joe." It is not suggested that in using "Raisin '-Joe" 
on the packets existing trade-marks should be del-eted, 
but rather that "Raisin Joe" should support them. 

ALL ((REDEX" CONTESTANTS USED DRIED FRUITS 
Because of the gruelling natur-e of this year's relia

bility trial, arrangements were made to provide all crews 
with ·emergency packs of Dried Fruits. The fruit which 
was cartoned was encloood in an attractive wrapper on 
which was printed: . , 

t'This gift is present~~ in the hope it may be 
useful should you meet wtth u-nforseen emergencies. 
Raisins contain all. the nutritive elements, giving 
extra stamina, vitality artd good health." 
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The packs were handed out by Mr. A. E. Geake, the 
N;S.W. Publicity Repres~ntative, who gave up his entire 
week-end and every night of the week before the contest 
began. His report reads as follows:-

"The issue of emergency_ pa-ck of Dri-ed Fruits con
taining 1 lb. Pkt. Raisins and 1 lb.- Pkt. Sultanas was 
carried out as arranged, at the ScruUneering ·section of 
W. T. Coggins Service Depot, Mascot. 
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"With the .exception . of two competitiom, the pack of 
Dried Fruits was ·readily accepted. and a large percentage 
0-f drivers who had completed the course last year, men
tioned that they. had .already packed Dried Fruits in this 
yeax's supply of reserve foods. 

"It was notic-ed that dTivers of the lighter type vehicle 
had increased their stocks of. Dried Fruits and reduced 
theh· canned stocks, the main factor being high food 
value and lighter packs against the problem of space 
and weight of canned lines. 

HMost drivers were willing to 1allocate space fo1· 
"Stic_kers."_ 200 stickers were rushed through (cost £2), 
and issue of same commenced on Tuesday night~ 29th 
June. 

"This sticker was ·a plain slogan, ''Eat Raisins for 
Health"-l'ed lettering on yellow background. When 
permitted these stickers were .glued inside the rear door 
windows, and when used on the outside of the cars were 
fixed in position with latex: base glue, which should 
withstand extreme weather. 

"A total of 180 stickm·s were use·d as the number of 
caTS nassmg throu~rh for re-check increased each night; 
also Saturday, the 3rd July, was spent in the marshalling 
area before the competiton reached the starting line 
at the Showgrounds. 

"The value of these stickerS is greater than the aver
ag-e person would realise, as a high percentage of these 
cars which complete the course will be on show in the 
districts and country centres. for weeks after this event 
has taken place," 

Issues of Emergency Pack-s 

To Competitors' 

To others covering the course-

256 

Mr. K, Hall-Cinesound (2 v-ehicles) 2 
Mr. E. Glover--"Sun-Herald'' Plane . . 1 
Mr~ H. Luke "TTuth" and "Daily Mirror" 1 
Official car (doctor) 1 

Total . . . . . . . . . . 261 

Stock Rec-eived 300 
Total Issued 261 

Stock on band ( 78 lb. fruit.) 39 

Gifts Proved Acceptable 

It is pleasing to record that most competitors were 
only too eager and happy to receive the Dried Fruits 
as a definite service to them. 

At the end of the trial, Mr. J .. Murray, the winner, 
specially~ commented to our representative that the fruit 
had been most useful, had carried well and was liked 
for the small packing space it occupied. Mr. Patterson, 
the runner-up, and Mr. Nelson (fourth place) comm-ented 
likewise. Mr. Anderson (third place) was not avail
able for interview. Mr. Murray was presented with a 
large decorated fruit cake on his return to Sydney. 

"Redex" Emergency Packs beinlf loaded on to a T.A.A. uSkymaater." 
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In the week · that the Trial began advertisements 
appeared in daily newspapers throughout Aus.tralia 
specifically associating Dried Fruits with the "Redex" 
crews. In the week in which the T1·ial. finished a :further 
series of advertisements appeared throughout Australia 
congratulating the winner and all other contestants, and 
again sp-ecifically associating Dli-ed Fruits with the 
contest. 

The fruit, which ~as wrapped in Melbourne, was 
air freighted by T.A.A., who enthusiastically co-operated 
by photographing the loading into a Skymaster at ·Essen
don. A photograph with a pr€ss release was sent to 
all the main newspapers, and was published in the usun
raysia Daily." 

Each pflnel van owned bv The A.D,F .A. carried large 
calico signs featuring the, "Redex" Trial and the use of 
Dried Fruits by the contestants. These signs remained 
on the vans throughout the entir-e period of the contest, 
and quite a lot of comment was heard by The A.D.F .A. 
r·epresentatives from passers-by, who, in fact, are the 
consume1·s of- our fruit. 

Altogether ove1· £800 was- spent on featuring Dried 
Fruits ~n association with the Trial. 

"REDEX" AIR TRIAL 
The 39 packs surplus to the needs of the car contes

tants have been given to the entrants in the air reliability 
trial., · -· 

COLOURED PACKING CASES 
The su~g-estion has been submitted to packillg houseS 

that lettermg generally on boxes could appear in brighter 
colours than the usual black, for to do so ·would attract 
the eye and create added interest to the public. It 
was felt that this proposal is worthy of consideration 
for small as its contribution -may seem it, nevertheless 
supports th-e publicity campaign being conducted by Th~ 
A.D.F.A. to impress on consumers the need for increas
ing their use of Dried Fruits. In other words-nO avenue 
of reminding the consumer about Dr1ed fl"ruits should 
remain unexplored. · 

ADELAIDE SHOW EXHIBIT 
The Publicity Sub-Committee has ·dedded that a new, 

attraCtive exhibit should be provid-ed for this ·y-ear's 
show to replace the old stand which is now- somewhat 
the· worse for wear. Based on a model prepared by th-e 
Art Director of the Paton Advertising Service an exhibit 
has been constructed by A. C. Mence & Co. at -a cost 
of £360. To this will be added the cost of fluorescent 
lighting, e1·ection and transport costs and animated ad
vertising units. 

While it would appear that the capital cost of a new 
exhibit is high it should be remembered that it will last 
for a number of years and, as such, it is considered 
desirable to have the very best exhibit possible. This 
exhibit will be outstanding in the Industries Hall and 
might well compete as the best exhibit at the Show. 

The exhibit has been packed in a wooden case and 
despatched to Adelaide by road transport, where it will 
be erected by M-essrs. .BUrgdorf and Sloggett-thus 
saving carpenteTs' high wages. 

Selling Fruit 
A ~ lb. sample carton has been designed featuring 

"Raisin Joe" and this will be sold with an attra-ctive· 
sample bag which will contain:-

For Child Appeal-
A m:is:k of· "RaiSin Joe.'' 
A working cut-Out of "Raisin Joe." 
A Ballo.on with '"Raisin Jo:e." 

For Adult Appeal-
A Copy of "Family Fare." 

It is proposed to sell. the sa~ple b~g ·With the. aboVe 
contents (but no fruit) at 1/- and charg-e 1/- extra for 
each packet of fruit desired by the purchaser· thus a 
~ample· bag with one packet "':ould be 2/-, two' packets 
B!- and three packets, 4/-. "Nibble Bags," priced at 6d. 
each,. will be sold separately. 

DRIED FRUITS GIFT TO THE QUEitN 
The Senior Government Trade Commissioner in Lon

don has now advised that,. by arrangements with Buck
ingham Palace, distribution has been made, through the 
Ministry of Food, to Children's Homes having-the- pat
ri:mage of Her Majesty or otheT members of the Royal 
Family, 

Part of the five tons will be allocated to the Royal Navy 
training ship Arethusa. 

Advice of the allocation was received in a letteT of 
thanks· to the president of Red Cliffs -R.S.L. (Mr. A. W. 
-Milne) by the captain of Arethusa (CommandP.r H. H. 
Le Mare.) 

In his lettel' to Mr. Milne, Commander Le Mare said he 
recently heard that a generous allocation of Australian 
Dried Fruit was to be !nade as a gift to Arethusa. 

He said he had been informed by Australia House 
that the gift was made fi.rst to Her Majesty on behalf 
of the .Australian Dried Fruits Industry. 

t'tHappy Thing" 

. Commander. Le Mare says:-
. "I think it is a particularly happy thing1 that the. dried 

·:fruits industry, through a league of returned sailors 
soldiers and airmen, should provide the ingredients fo; 
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1~~es, and_ puddin&"s to be eaten by boys b~:tw~en 13. and 

'-'These boys are t:~nder ti-aining to . enter .t'he . Royal 
Navy and the Merchant Navy, a-Dd indeed One·, of'· them 
is about to enter the Royal AuStralian· NavY as his 
family have just migrated to your country. ' ,, 

Volunteers 
"The boys are volunteers of good character bu't the 

constant total of 60 per cent. Come from ho~es which' 
have_ somethirig abnormal about them, such as loss of 
father and mother, broken by divorce and so- on. 

"':!'~e rem.ainder 'almoSt entirely come fi'oin low income· 
families which would not otherwise be able to give their.' 

·boys a good .. start in life. 
"As We ar~ ·dependant on voluntary contributi~ns yoti 

c~n guess that the gift of dried. fruit will be· most grate
fully receive.d, and I can assUre you that we have a 
first-class- pan~ of cooks who will make the best possible 
use of the dried fruit in puddings and cakes.'' 

It will be pleasing to growers to learn as a happy
a~ter~ath. of He;r Majesty's memorable t~ur, that the: 
gift ?~ Dr_ted Frmts h~s .been distributed to many worthy 
chanties_ m Great Brttam. ~· 
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CONTROL BOARD PLANS PUBLICITY 
The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board has adopted- a plan for intensive retail contact in the United 

Kingdom to ren.ew interest in the sale of Dried Fruits, · 

The Board aims to clear stocks -of Dried Fruit .in-the United Kingdom before the end of the support price 
period fixed by the British Ministry of Food. 

Thjs was announced by the Chairman of the Board (Mr. R. H. Gilbert) in a statement following a special 
meeting of the Board at- Mildura on 9th July, __ - The meeting was called to review the sales progress·: of D-ried Vine Fruits, and in particular sales of Sul-
tanas in the United Kingdom, 

, Mr. Gilbert said the meeting alsO confirmed the allocation of funds to be used in advertising in the Unlted 
Kingdom to he undertaken by the new Manage1· of the London a~ency (Mr. H. C. Mills). 

Advertising 
Mr. Gilbert said advertising would- normally ·be ·handled 

through the department set up by the Government at 
Australia House. 

The Department's job was to cope with the advertising 
of certain primary commodities, including Dried Fruit. 

He said th~ Department could hardly be in working 
order before October or November and this had prompted 
the -Bo;:~rd to launch its own scheme. 

Mr. Gilbert said there wel'e several causes conh;ibut
ing to th-e slowness in sales of fruit. 

"One of the· greatest factol's," said Mr. Gilbert, His 
the heavy caiTyover by the British Ministry of Food, 
which had an opening stock in January of this year of 
52,00'0 tons. 

HThis had failen to 30,000 tons by June 14, comprising 
mainly Australian and_ Californian 1953 production. 

Slow 
"Secondly, the Summer pe1·iod in United Kingdom 

is recognised as a slow period of the year, and finally, 

buyer _1·esistance has been due to the fact that aVaHable 
$tocks are considerable and they look for a decline in 
prices." 

Much would also depend on crop reports_ from cum
Petitors with their approaching new season crop, and 
also their forward quotes expected in September. 

No Statement 

When asked to comment on the position of a carryover 
of stocks at the time of the expiration' of the agreement 
on support pri-ce with the British Ministry of Food, 
Mr. Gilbert said he had no statement. 

He could not comment On a position that 'might never 
arise, h·e said. 

Questioned on the action the Board had taken to 
secure further ove1·seas markets, and to create ·bigger 
sr.les· in countries other than the United Kingdom already 
receiving Dried Fruits, he said the Board had taken 
action and he would prepare a statement for release to 
the -Press~ 

A PIONEER PASSES ON 
The passi'ng- of Mr. OsCar Weste, of Renmark, South 

Australia, is recorded with deep regret by The A.D.F.A. 
One of the older generation, Mr. Weste experienced 

the many vicjssitudes of the Dried Fruits Industry over 
the years. As uNemo" of the HMurray Pioneer" his 
pointed and informative articles on production problems 
wer-e ever of great value to growers. 

The late Mr. Weste further consolidated his 'contact 
with Industry production problems as a member of the 
Consultative'" Committee of the C.S.I.•R.O. Merbein Re
search Station. 

The Chairman of The A.D.F.A. Board of Management, 
Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E., has expressed his personal, and 
the Industry's condolences, by letter to Mrs. Weste. 

THE MILDURA -co-OPERATIVE FRUIT CO. LTD. 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £1,000,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £502,000 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Manufacturers of Jams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices_, Tomato and Worcester Sauces 
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"PADLOCK"· BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa, Coomealla (N.S.W.) 

Factory: Mildura 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected_ 
Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches-
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DEVELOP YOUR FARM 
In the N.S.W. Agricultural Gazette for December, 1953, Mr. J. L. Dillon, Assistant Economics Research 

Officer wrote an informative article on the· business of farming. His article enjoins producers to "develop your 
farm ~nd reduce that tax bill!", and gives all excellent summary of the background of primary producer taxation. 
At this time when growers (like other taxpaYers) are totting up their incomes and experiencing the univ,ersal 
unhappiness 'about the siz-e of their tax, Mr. Dillon's review seems app1·opriate. The article is printed in full _with 
grateful aclmowledgment to The Agricultural Gazette. 

Concessions 
Of all taxpayers, primary producers have the greatest 

rang-e of taxation concessions available to them. These 
special provisions have been designed so that rut:al pro.~ 
duction, so important to Australia'S -economy, might be 
stimulated and so that primary produc-ers will be com~ 
pensated- in some degree for the--conditions under. which 
they work. It is unfortunate that,· during a period when 
p1·ices for farm products have been relatively high, many 
farrrfers- and graziers have not taken full advantage of 
the tax concessions which, if avail-ed of, would have 
greatly increased the long-term productive potential of 
their properties. 

To some extent this failure to take advantage of tax 
concessions has been due to a shortage of farm requisites 
and machinery, but undoubtedly it has also been due in 
many cases to a -lack of understanding ,of these tax 
reducing advantages, and in some cases to a failure to 
apprec.ate the assistance which may be obtained from a 
capable tax agent. Of cours-e- it is far easier for a farmer 
to take advantage of his tax agent's advice when the 
farmer himself has some knowledge of income· tax law 
?nd procedure. Further benefits would be deriv-ed if the 
farmer were to have a number of talks with his ac
countant thi·ough -the year in addition to the usual inter
view at the end of the financial year. The majority of 
farm requisites -are now readily available so that with a 
knowledge of their special tax advantages primary pro· 
ducers should hav-e no trouble in increasing the gap 
between gross farm income and net taxable farm in
come, thereby effecting substantial savings in tax pay
ments. 

There are two main methods of widening this gap. 
One is by virtue of the fact- that most farms aJ'·e family 
enterprises whe1·ein partnership agreements may often be 
readily made; and the other is by using to the utmost 
those concessions classed as busin-ess- deductions. Unlike 
other businessmen, primary producers may d-epreciate 
l).eW plant and equipment at the rate of 20 per cent. per 
annum and may c1aim as a deduction many items of 
capital expenditure, in addition_ to the normal operating 
expenses. 

Partnerships 
The majority of farms are family enterprises; that 

is, they are worked by members of the farm family. By 
forming a partnership 'it is possible to take advantage of 
this family inter.est in the farm so that income tax pay
ments may be reduced. Naturally it is easier to form a 
family partnership than it is to form a non-family part-. 
nership. The broad principle is that instead· of the head 
of the family paying tax on the total taxable farm in~ 
come, a partnership is formed and each partner pays 
tax- on his or her share of the farm income The tax 
~aving "occurs because the. ~i~her the income the higher 
1s the _Tate of tax. By diVIdmg the total farm income 
between the partners each partner's share is taxed on 
a lower rate than if the total income were taxed at the_ 

*In order to simplify ·the illustration it is assumed in both 
examples that the farm's actual taxable income is equal to the 
farm's average income.· This is legitimate because over a _period of 
time differences between actual and average incomes balance out. 
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income of a single individual. The partnership itself is 
not taxed, although a partnership tax return must be 
submitted in addition. to the personal returns of tbe 
individual partners who are then taxed on their shares 
of the partnership income. 

The two examPles considered below illustrate how a 
tax saving may be made through the formation of a 
family partnership.* Both situations al'e found in all 
types of primary production but the fil'st is more common 
on small area enterprises (such as dairy farms, orchards 
and small crop farms) where, in many cases, the wife 
assists to some extent in the farm work. The second 
example is more typical of large area farms producing 
w-ool, meat or cereals. 

In each example the tax payable is calculated (a) when 
there is no partnership arid (b) With a partnership in 
operation. The amount of tax saved when a partnership 
operates is then tax (a) minus tax (b). 

First Example.~Primary Producer with wife as sole 
dependant-

(a) No partnership agrement. Total farm income 
taxed as income of husband: 

£ £ £ 
Gross farm income .. 1,500 
Deductions-

(i) Business expenses 500 
(ii) Allowance for wife 104 

. (iii) Husband's persOnal ex-
penses, e.g., medical ex-
penses and life assurance 
premiUms .50. 

(iv) Wife's personal expenses, 
e.g., optical expenses and 
gifts to charity .. .. 50 

704 

Taxable income 796 
Tax payable .. 77 

(b) Partnership of equal share baSis made between 
farmer and wife: 

Gross farm. partnership in-
come ......... . 

Deductions (business only) . , 
Net farm partnership income 
Husband's share (~ of £1000) 
Husband's deductions~ 

Allowance for Wife .. 
Personal expenses 

Husband's taxable income 
Tax payable by husband 

Similarly, 
Tax payable by wife . . . . 
Total tax paid under partner

ship agreement by husband 
and wife .. 

£ 

Nil 
50 

£ 

1,500 
500 

1,000 
500 

50 

450 

£ 

24 

24 

48 
Therefore tax saving is £77 minus £48-under th-e 

conditions of our example, a saving of £29. 
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If the farm's gross income had been t£3000, with deduc~ 
tions the same as above, the saying would have been 
£204. 

Second Example.-Consider a farm which is worked 
by the father, who owns the farm, and his two sons. As
sume that the gross farm income this year will be £5000. 
We will now proceed to wor_k out the incom-e tax payable 
on the farm's taxable income when (a) the sons are paid 
a yearly wage of £600 arid (b) when the father and .two 
sons form a partnership on the basis of a half interest 
to the father alld a quarter interest to each son. 

(a) No partnership agreement: 

Gross farm income 
·Deductions--

Sons' wageS . . . . 
Other business .. 
Father's personal 

Total 

Taxable farm income .. 
Tax payable by father on 
' £2800 .. 

£ 

1,200 
800 
200 

£ 
5,000 

2,200 

2,800 

£ 

741 

We must consider the tax paid 
wages. Assume their expenses are 

by the sons on th-eir 
similar. 

£ £ £ 

(b) 

Son's wages .. 
Deductons .. 

600 
100 

Taxable income . . 500 
Tax payable . . 30 
Total tax paid by sons (twice 

£30) ......... . 

Therefore total tax paid finally 
on gross farm income of 
£5000 is £741 plus £60 .. 

Partnership agreement on ~: l: i: basis: 
Gross farm partnership income 5,000 
Deductions (business only) . . 800 
Farm partnership net income 

(to be divided among part-
ners) . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 

Father's share (~ of £4200) .. 
Father's deductions (personal) 200 

Father's taxable income . 
Tax payabl-e by father on 

£1900 . . . . . . . ... 
Son's share . . . . . . 
Son's deductions 

Son's taxable income . 
Tax payable .. 
Total tax paid by sons (twice 

£87) ......... . 

Therefore total tax paid finally 
on grOss farm income is .. 

100 

87 

4,200 
2,100 

1,900 

1,050 

950 

60 

801 

379 

174 

553 

Inco_me ta~ saVini is therefore £801 minus £553 == 
£248; 

Had the above partnership' beeiJ. on the basis of equal 
shares to -each partner the tax saving would have been 
£254. 

It is not possible to draw up tables showing the possible 
tax savings of- a partnership compared with a non
partnership situation because of the great number of 
possible combinations of the number of partners, shares 
of ·eac·h partner and wages that partners previously re~ 
ceived, for all possible income levels. Some gen-eral prin~ 
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ciples can be enumerated, however. The tax saving 
increases as-

1. the number of partners incr-eases, i.e., the more the 
partnership income is divided; 

2. the shares of each partner approach equality; "" 
3. the difference between the partner's share of 

income and the wages he previously received be
comes gr-eater, and, 

4. the farm's taxable income increases. 
Partnership Formation . ..,---For a partnership to be 

allowed as a partnership for income tax purposes, it 
must he bona fide. The best way to ensure this is to have 
the agr~ement drawn up by a solicitor, 

If you enter into partnership and transfer your live
stock or other trading stock to the partnership, the value 
of the stock transferred should be included as· sales in 
your return. If your liv·estock has been valued on a cost 
basis and you retain at least one-quarter interest in 
the stock, the value to be returned will be the cost price 
of the s~ock if all the partners are agreeable to this 
course. Should the partners agree to this, written notices 
of the agyeement, signed by the partners, should be sent 
to the Taxation Department before 1st September follow
ing the income year in which the partnership is formed. 

The value at which the stock is included in your return 
is an allowable deduction to the partnership. Any plant, 
including structural improvements, which you transfer 
to the partnership will be r-egarded as being transferred 
at the valt.e· spec1fied in the agreement to transfer. \The 
depreciated value .of the plant may be specified for this 
purpose. · 

Th-e disadvantage of a partnership is that the former 
entrepreneur (or owner) surrenders his right to the 
whole of the farm Profits: Where the partnership is 
between family members this disadvantage is not so 
great as otherwise. In most cases the other family part
ners, j.e., sons or daughters or wife, will inherit the farm 
in the long run. Also the farmer may arrange for his 
sons, daughters or wife to pay for their pa1•tnership 
intereSt out of profits in future years so that the personal 
finance of the farmer is not greatly dec~eased. 

Business Deductions 
The second method -of reducing income tax is by taking 

advantage- of those special concessions made to primary 
producers under the name of busin'ess dedpctions. Farm 
expenses under this heading fall into three groups: 
op-erating costs, depreciation costs and certain types of 
capital expenditure. 

Operating Expenses 
This term covers all expenditure which is a necessary 

outgoing· for the purpo.se of producing farm income, pro
vided the expenditure is not of a private, capital or 
doniestic nature. Thus, for example, money spent on food 
for the primary producer's domestic use is not an allow
able deduction whilst money spent on food to keep a 
hir-ed man is an allowable operating expense. 

It is not possible to give a complete list of operating 
expenses but the details which follow indicate the more 

· common operating expenses and may remind you of 
similar items for which you are entitled to -claim deduc
tions. 

Salaries and Wages: Salaries and wag·es paid to 
employees engaged in normal farming ope1·ations may be 
deducted. If the employees are members of your own 
family, only reasonable wages actually paid to them may 
be claimed as a deduction. You are not entitled to claim 
wages paid for domestic assistance. However, if domestic 
servants are also engaged in business activities, for ex
ample cooking for farm employees or feeding poddy 
calves, you may claim a proportionate deduction based 
on the amount of time spent on such work. 

Rent: Yo_u ar·e allowed to deduct the following pay
ments: Rent paid on property used- for primary produc
tion; agistment fees; hiring charges paid for farm 
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implements; rent of domeatic re11idenee. Ui!ed by- your 
employees. 

Repairs: The following payments are examples of 
allowable repair deductions: Repairs to farm implements 

· and vehicles; repairs to farm plant such as stationary 
·engines, mllking machines, etc.; repairs to farm build
ings, including employ-ees' quarters; repairs to private 
roads on your propertyj repairs to fences. 

Vehicle Expenses: The total cost of petrol, oil, repairs, 
insurance and registration fees is an allowable deduction 
if the vehicle is used exclusively in your business. If the 
vehicle is used only partly for business purpose, only 
those expenses actually incurred in business matters can 
be classed as a deduction. When separate accounts ·are 
not kept of the expenditure for busineSs and private 
purposes, as indeed they cannot be for insurance and 
registration charges, -an apportionment may be made 
based on the percentage of use of the vehicle for busi
ness. 

Power, Fue-J, Light, etc.: Th-e following expenses are 
allowable d-eductions: Electric power for lighting farm 
buildings and operating farm machinery; any fuel used 
in your farming or grazing business. 

Stock Expenses: The following ~xpenses may be de
ducted: Veterinary fees; shearing and crutching ·expenses; 
expenses; licks, dips and drenches; medicines and vac
cines; breeding service fees; droving charges. 

Sell_ing Expenses: The more -commo·n examples of such 
deductible expen~es are: Cost of bags and sacks; cost of 
cases for fruit, vegetables, etc.; expenditure on packing 
materials, twine and tying _wire; cartage and freight· 
insurance on goods in transit; commission and brokers; 
charges; advertising expenses; charges for storage of 
products. 

Travelling Expenses: You may claim a deduction for 
expenses incurred on business trips, e.g., to attend stock 
sales. 

Miscellaneous and General: Other various items of 
expenditure that may be deducted are: Cost of seeds 
fo.dder and fertilizer; rates and land taxes; payroll ·ta~ 
except where paid on account of domestic servants in 
your own household; wool tax; insurance premiums paid 
on (a) stock, crops, farm buildings, vehicles, implements 
and plant, and' (b) workers~ compensation, excluding 
domestic servants; printing, stationery, postage and tele
phone expenses, except for private and personal uses; 
accountant's and tax agent's fees; subscriptions to pro
ducers' organisations; cost of rural newspapers; cost 
of driver's licence if vehicle used for business purposes; 
radio licence for radio used for hearing market reports 
etc.; interest on borrowed money invested or used in th~ 
farm business; bank charges; replac-ement cqsts of small 
tools; State stock .taxes. · 

Capital Expenditure 

Unlike.- other taxpayers, primary producers can claim 
as a tax deduction many items of capital expenditure. In 
this lies the greatest advantage which primary producers 
have over other taxpayers. The various headings under 
which they are allow-ed to claim capital expenditure as a 
deduction, with examples of each type of cost, a1·e as 
follows: 

1. Expenditure on the e·radication or extermination of 
animal or vegetable pests from the land-, e.g., We-ed
killers;. dusts. and sprays! rabbit fumigant and poison; 
strychmne; hire of machmery; labour fuel or contract 
payments- in connection with the abo'v~. 

2. Expenditure on the destruction and removal of 
timber, _scrub or undergrowth in.digenous to the land 
e.g., Weed-killers, ?ire of machinery, labour, fuel o1~ 
contract payments 1n connection with the above, 

3. Expen~iture on the destruction of weed or plant 
growth detrimental 'to the land, e.g., w.eedicid-e; hire of 
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machinery; labour, fuel -or contract paynients in conm 
nectio'n with the above. 

4, Expenditure .on the preparation of the land for agri
culture and on ploughing' and grassing •for grazing pur
poses, e.g., Pastur-e seeds, clovers, grasses, etc.; 
superphosphate and other fertilisers; copper sulphate and 
trace elements; hire of machine1·y; labour, fuel or con
tract payments in connection with the abov-e. 

5. Expenditure on the draining .of swamp or low-bing 
lan'ds where that operation improves the agricultural or 
grazing value of the land, e.g., Hire of machinery; cost 
of agricultural piping, concrete works, etc.; labour, fuel 
or contract payments in conh-ection with the above. 

·6. ExPenditure on preventing or co,mhating soil erosion 
on the land, otherwise than by; the erection of fences, 

'e.g., Pasture seeds; contour ploughing; strip cropping; 
superphosphate and other fertilizers; hire of machinery; 
labour, fuel or contract payments in connection with 
the above. 

7. Expenditp,re .on-'" the construction of dams, earth 
tanks, underground tanks, irrigation channels or similar 
structural improvements, or the sinking of hc.res and 
wells •for the purpose of conserving or conveying water 
for use in carrying on primary production .on the land, 
e.g., cost of weU or bcire sinking, whether succ.essful or 
otlierwise; cement; reinfol'cing rods and fabric• water
proofing materials; hire of machinery; labour, 

1

'fue1 or 
contract payments in connection with the above. 

B. Expenditure on the constructic•n on the land of levee 
hanks or similar improvements having like uses, e.g., 
hire of mechanical aids; labour _costs in connectiori with 
th-e above. 

9. Expenditure on fencing. If you are carrying on 
farming or grazing operations in a district subject to the 
ravages of animal pests, you are entitled to a deduction 
of the amount spent in purchasing and placing in position 
wire or wire netting for pest prevention purpos-es e.g. 
Rabbit netting; pig wire netting; marsupial or dog~proof 
netting; fencing wjre; barbed wire; labour costs of 
placing wire in position. 

It is not compulsory that the cost of irrigation piping 
and plant or pest-prevention fences he fully d~ducted in 
the year of installation. You may choose to have them 
deducted over a five year period by means of the special 
20 per cent. depreciation rat€1. 

The examples under each heading are not con~plete. 
You ·may claim as a deduction- other eXpenditure which 
falls into any of the nine classes listed above. 

Depreciation Allowances 

Depreciation on farm plant and equipment year by 
year lS an allowable deduction. Usually depreciation rates 
are based on the estimated life of the asset under normal 
wol'king conditions. Howev·er, primary producers have 
recently been granted a further tax concession by the 
application of a special depreciation rate of 20 per cent. 

"FROST CONTROL" 
m the Australian Dried Fruit Areas 

by 

H. W. KING 
This booklet, now in its second Edition, which con· 

tains details of frost phenomena and means of control 
and pt·evention, should be possessed by every grower, 
Copies, free of cost, may be obtained by writing to 

THE GENERAL SECRETARY, 
The A.D.F.A., Box 4524,_ Melbourne, C.l. 
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Special Depreciation at 20 per cent. per annum, Al
niost all types of farm plant and machinery acquired or 
installed betWeen 30th June, 19bl, and 1st July, 1955, 
must be written off over a perioP. of five years a,t the 
Special rate of 20 per cent. per annum. This special rate 
also applies to improvements completed up to 30th June, 
1956, provided they are commenced before 1st July, 
1955. Practically the only assets on which this special 
depreciation is not allowed are passenger motor cars, 
estate cars and station wagons. Some of the more com
mon types of equipment on which you should claim 20 
per cent. special depreciation, where you acquired them 
after 30th June, 1951, are-

Barns 
Boom spray 
Bridges (wooden) 
Broadcaster 
Buggies 
Carts 
Concrete mixer 
Drays 
Engines 
Fences (if not fully de-

ducted as capital cost) 
Fire fighting plant 
Fruit growers' plant 
Grader ditchers 
Harrows 
Irrigation piping (where a 

deduction as capital ex
penditur>€ is not allowed. 

Irrigation plant (where a 
deduction as capital ex
penditure is not allowed. 

Jeeps (or Land ~}\overs) 
Manure spreader 
Motor lorries 
Poison cart 
Post hole digger i 

Pumps 
Residential accommoda

tion for employees (also 
see note below) 

Saws (portable, circular 
and chain) 

Scoop 
Stables 
Sulkies 
Tanks (iron) 
Tractors 
Trailers 
Utilities 
Wagons 
Windmills 

Note: The cost of erecting I'esidential accommodation 
for employees, tenants or sharefarmer, provided -they are 
engaged in primary produCtion on the land on which .the 
accommodation is situated, may be ·deducted at the 
special 20 per cent. rate, but only to the extent ·of £2000 
per employee. If the cost of a building exceeds the 
amount on which special depreciation at 20 per cent. is 
allowable, normal depreciation at 3 per cent. will be 
granted on the balance of the original cost. 

Take Advantag~ of These Business Deductions-Now! 
\Vhile pric.es for most rural products are favourable, 

business deductions are especially valuable. The farm 
labour Situation has improved since the war years and 
few farm Tequirements are now in really short supply, 
By channelling surplus income into n-ew developments 
on the farm and modernising plant and structures now, 
you will be increasing your productive capacity while still 
obtaining a good price for produce. Most developmental 
work, if carried out now, should reduce future Costs and 
help you to withstand a period when farm prices and 
seasons may not be so favouTable. 

Cheque Butts or Record Book? 
The maximum use of these concessions cannot be made 

unless an adequate record is kept of money spent on the 
farm. The commonest and most inefficient method iS to 
use cheque butts and receipts as a record. More astute 
farmers keep a book in which- accounts are ·entered 
periodically from their cheque butts and receipts. Not 
only does a record book assist in compiling your tax re
turn, it also helps to spotlight the uneconomic aspects 
of the farm. Such farm I'ecord books, covering all aspects 
of the farm bUsiness, are available from the Division of 
Information and Extension Services, Department of 
Agricultm·e, Box 36, G.P.O., Sydney, at the prices indi
cated below (all prices-post fr_ee). The books are suitable 
for: 

Wheat-sheep districts 
Poultry farms 
Dairying district:;~ 
Orchard and vegetable districts 

Further Information 

(5s; Od.) 
(3s. 3d.) 
(2s. 6d.) 
(2s. 6d.) 

No attempt has been made in this article to provide a 
complete explanation of Income Tax legislation as it 
affects primary producers. A bookJ.et, "Income Tax for 
Farmers and Graziers," published jointly by the Common
Wealth Department of Commerce and Agriculture and 
the Taxation Department has been specially designed to 
do this. This booklet is available free to all primary pro
ducers and may be obtained froln District Agronomists 
or from the Division of Information and Extensions Ser
vices, Department of Agricultm·e, Box 36, G.P.O., 
Sydney. 

TAXATION AND THE FARMER 
From an A.B.C. broadcast by Mr. T. Jackson, Taxation Dept., on 30th June, 1954 

This is the income tax season, when you a;re r·equired 
to set about the pr·eparation of your return of income 
for the year. You can, perhaps, think of many more 
pleasant tasks. However, be comforted in ·-some small 
measur.e with the knowledge that we are all in the same 
income tax boat. 

First of all, are you a primary producer? If so, you 
are eligible for special taxation concessions. A primary 
producer is a person who is engaged in a business of 
primary production, whiph means production resulting 
directly from the cultivation of land or the maintenance 
of animals or poultry for the purpose of selling them or 
their bodily produce. Consequently, you are a primary 
producer if you make any of youT living by keeping or 
breeding sheep, cattle, pigs, poultry or bees or by grow
ing wheat, barley, vegetables, fruit, hops, sugar Or other 
crops. 

Now what special concessions accrue to y.ou as a 
primary producer? The major ones lie in a special rate 
of depreciation and the allowance of _a deduction for 
certain capital expenditure not otherwise su-bject even 
to annual depreciation. These concessions have been 
granted by: the Legislature to encourage you to develop 
the rural potential of our country. 

Depreciation allowance is usually calculated on the 
estimated life of the asset in normal use. However, you 
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as a p1·imary producer are given the advantage of a 
special flat rate of 20o/o. It applies to almost all types 
of equipment and machinery acquir~d after 30th June, 
1951, and used on the farm. Practically the only item 
on which it i:;; not allowed is a passenger motor car, but 
€Ven in this case you are- allowed ordinary depreCiation 
at 15% per annum to the extent that the car is used for 
husiness purposes. Furthermore, the special rate applies 
to structural improvements such as sheds, barns, stables 
and fences completed after 30th June, 1951. You should 
claim one-fifth of the cost in the year of acquisition and 
in each of the next four years. 

Now let us consider the concession in respect of capital 
expenditure, and it is really worth consid-ering. Capital 
expenditure is -not normally allowable as a deduction. 
However, you as a primary producer, are entitlecl to a 
deduction for capital expenditure having for its purpose 
the destruction of rabbits and other animal pests; ring
barking tiffiber; suckering; destruction of noxious plants 
and weeds; preparation of land for agriculture; ploughing 
and grassing grazing land; drainage of swamps; pre
vention of soil erosion; water conservation and levee 
banks. When the expenditure results in the acquisition 
of an item of plant such as a windmill or overhead tank 
a deduction of the full cost is not allowable, but you may 
clai:t;n depreciation. If your farm is in a district infes~ed 
with rabbits or other animal pests, you are entitled to 
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a deduction of the amount spent in purchasing wire or 
wir-e netting for prevention purposes and the cost of 
placing it in- position ·Oll fences. 

. We might now turn to a matter which is not always 
understood-the extent to which wages paid is an allow
able deduction. You !p-RY think that this is straight
forward, that all wa~s are allowable as a deduction. 
But this is not so. You are entitled to a deduction for 
wages IJaid to €mployees engaged in normal farming 
operations such as shearing, droving, crop-sowing, har
vesting, milking, cultivating crops, repairing sheds and 
fences and other similar tasks. If, however, the employees 
are engaged in making additions to sheds {)r other 
farm buildings, then, the wages become capital expendi
ture, subject only to depreciation as part of the cost 
of the· shed or building. The value of your own labour 
cannot be claimed as a deduction· or included in the cost 
of improvements. Where you have members of your own 

SALES 

family employed, you may claim as a deduction only 
reasonable wag~s ac~ually paid to them. Wages paid by 
you fo~ domestic assistance are not allowable, but if the 
domestic s-ervants are also engaged in business activities 
for examJ?le, cooking f~r f~rm employee:;;, you may clai~ 
a proportionate deductiOn based· on the amount of time 
employed on such work. Where you supply your em
ploy_ees, not including your wife or children under 16 
years, wi~h meals, you may claim the actual cost of the 
food, provided you have records to substantiate. the 
claim. 

Alternatively, you may claim a standard deduction of 
£1 per we·ek for each employee's keep. You should be 
careful not to claim the deduction for wages twice. This 
happ~ns when the deductiol"l: is claimed under the general 
headmg of wages and agam under the special heading 
provided for expenditure r>€lating to soil erosion water 
conservation and land development. ' 

TAX 
REMISSION SOUGHT ON FOOD LINES 

Sales Tax was first imposed irt Australia on 1st August, 1930, by th-e Scullin Labour Government at a period 
w~en all Gov€rnments were desperately short of revenue. Commencing with a flat rate of 22 per cent., the tax was 
raised to 6 per cent. a few months later. 

The Act provided for cake to" be taxed and pastry to be exeffipt. And then commenc·ed a struggle lasting more 
than two years, first there were strong representations to the Government for cake and pastry to be uniformly 
e-xe~pted, followed by tussles with --the Federal Commissioner of Taxes on the score of "what is cake, what is pastry 
and Is sponge to be defined as cake or pastry?" · . 

Expensi.;e Supreme Court and High Court actions were 
fought in an endeavour to s-ecure a satisfactory answer 
to the vexatious questions. Court decisions went against 
the trade but references made by learned justices in their 
judgments had some eff.ect on rulings issued by the Com
missioner. For instance, from August 1, 1930, to July 
10, 1931, he ruled that all lines were taxable except 
pastry, such as used in pies, tarts, etc. 

During the pei-iod July 1i, 1931, to October 5, 1932, 
everything was taxabl-e except pastry, buns and scones. 

Representations made to the Lyons (U.A.P.) Govern
ment for legislative action ·resulted in an amendment to 
the Act providing for the exemption of all pastrycooks' 
lines except cake made in separate sizes and weighing 
6 ounces or more. 

T~tal Exemption Given 
Block ·cake ;remained on the list ··of taxable items and 

continued to bear tax until November 11, 1932, when a 
further amendment was enacted in Parliament, providing 
for -exemption of all lines manufactured by the -pastry
cook. ~nd that complete exemption obtained until 
November 22, 1940,_ when all sections of trade, commerce 
and the community generally shouldered a. share of the 
financial burden of World War II. The general rate of 
5 per cent. reached 10 per cent. a year later and 12~ 
per cent. in 1942. At the end of the war there Were 
reductions-to 10 per cent. to 8 1-3rd per cent. and 
pre-war exemPted food industries "looked forward to still 
further Nmissions and ultimate freedom from tax as at 
November 21, 1940. 

Most of the pre-wal" exempt foods have again been 
placed on the tax-free list, but the pastrycooking trade 
would s-eem to have been brackoeted with the hundreds 
of items that constitute the so-called general list. 

.There ·was ·an exception, of cours-e; in 1946, when· the 
Chifley. Labour Government- removed the tax on meat 
pies, pasties and sausage rolls for the very good reason 
that these. commoQities played (and ·still play) an import
ant part in the make-UP.' of the worker's daily food 
requirements .. 

The p-:;trstr.ycook ~Produces ·his_· lines -from.- the moSt_ im
portant- and, health: giving· primary_ raw materials, includ-
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ing flour, sugar, eggs, butter, margarine, Dried Fruits 
processed fruits and jams, all of which rank high as food; 
of nutritive and ·energy value. 

Why sh~uld a first~ciass food, in the form of say fruited 
block cake, with its flour, sugar, eggs, butter ~r mar~ 
garine and Dried Fruit, hear sales ta:s: w-hen ja.m or tinned 
fruit is free of taxation? 

It is submitted' that pastrycooks' lines should be con
sider.ed on their merits as major items of daily food 
reqmrements and be restored to their_ position on the 
exempt list as at 21/11/1940. 

Most of the pi'e-war exempt foods have been r-estored 
to the tax-free list-many of them of far less importan-ce 

· either nationally or as foodstuffs. ' 

Block cake: small cakes, buns, scones . and a host of 
other lines are just as important-from a dietary point 
of view--:-as meat pies, etc., . and are sought after by 
workers m all types of industry and commerce. -
. One of· the bi~gest sections of the pastrycooking' trade 
IS t~at eng~ged m_ the supply of cakes, buns, pastry, etc., 
to mdustnal, -commercial and governmental canteens 
Another big .section takes -care of the lunch requirement~ 
of school ch1ldren who are financed by their mothers to 
cov€r purchases at the-local tuck shop or cake shop. 

r:r:he pas.trycook. uses flour, sugar, eggs, butter, mar
~al'lne, Dried Fruits as his raw materials and is respon
Sible for Sales Tax on the finished product while other 
manufacturers take one primary raw material add some 
su~ar, convert it into a finish>€d article-ar:d are not 
obhged to pay any taX at all! 

Plum Puddings Taxable 
A~ t~e. Gove:nmen~ has seen fit to exempt from tax: 

the IndiVIdual mg~ed1ents used in the manufacture of 
canned plum puddmgs, the classification <>f the finished 
pr~duct.- as a tax~ble -item, ~ppears to defeat the initial 
obJect 111 ~xemptmg t1J.e mgredients. 
. Plum puddings are -one of- 'the few locally _produced 
Items of canned goods which are still subject to tax. 

This may be justified it' plum puddingS are considered 
to be a luxury, b~t we _submit that they are not in the 



luxury class. By means of advertising and merchandising 
the Australian public has been brought to consider canned 
plum puddings to be a normal desseTt, whilst ·every effort· 
has been made by manufactuT.el'S to maintain selling 
prices at· a level wheTe plum puddings can continue to 
be so Tegarded. 

A striking illustration of the inju,stice of retaining the 
tax on plum puddings whilst other canned foods are 
ex.empt, can be found in a. comparison of ~anned. plu:n 
puddings with canned frmt. Canned frmt, which lS 
exempted from sales tax contains considerably less 
vitamins and provides far less calories than an equivalent 
weight of canned pudding. 

Apart from the injustice to the consumer, the canned 
fruit industry is virtually receiving a form of protection 
by reason of sales tax, and in view of the export trade 
enjoy-ed by that industry, this protection does npt appear 
to be warranted. 

Successive Governments have eased sales tax where 
-it has affected foodstuffs for the worker, and it is con
sidered that canned plum puddings should be iJ?.cluded 
under this category. It is estimated that approximately 
4,000,000 cans of plum puddings, ~f various_ ~izes, repr~
senting approximately 3,000,000 lbs. ':re sold I~ Austr.aha 
each year, and this represents approxnnately 1lll puddmgs 
per :family per annum. 

Based on- the average selling prices for canned plum 
puddings of all siz-es, the amount of tax per can would 
be approximately: 

16 oz. can 4d. 
12 oz. can . . . . 3d. 

8 oz. can . . . . 2d. Averaging 3d. per can. 
Whilst this amount in itself is small, w4en it is added 

to the r·eductions possible in selling prices if production 
can be incr-eased, the reduction in price per c~n ';ould. be 
more than sufficient to influence the houseWives chOice. 

During the past ·few years highly- compe~iti~e condi
tions have prevailed in the canned plum puddmg mdustry, 
and we consider that this position is largely due to the 
operation of sales tax. 

Progressive in.crea~es in the cost of raw materials, to 
each of which is added 12~ per cent. +for sale.s tax, have 
been passed on to the public, and prices are now at a 
level where a consid-erable consumer resistance has been 
cr-eated; 

There is indisputable proof that the price factor is 
seriously restricting sales, as on occasions where pudding 
manufacturers and merchants have combined to market 
canned puddings at a special price, the demand ~has ex
ceeded the supply. 

The effect of this consunier resistance has been to 
force a number ,of manufacturers to eliminate canned 
puddings from their range. This undoubtedly has affected 
the employment level, and has helped in reducing the 
demand for the Australian primary products referred to 
earlier. 

We consider that the remissions of sales tax on this 
item-with its consequent effect on consumer resistance, 
may encourage some of these ~anufactt.~rers to re-~nter 
this field, which· should materially assist the national 
economy. 

The revenue raised from the sales tax· on this item is 
relatively small, and .the effect on national income of 
an exemption from tax would be negligible. 

In many cases, plum puddings are the only taxable item 
produced· by canners, and the clerical and administrative 
work necessary to calculate and- account -for the tax are 
out of all proportion to the revenue raised. Exemption 
of this item from tax would permit·this effort to be more 
productively employed, -and this saving could assist in 
price reductions. 

If the desired exemption is given, the manufacturers 
would intensify their campaign to advertise and mer-
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chandise plum puddings, and should be able almost im
mediately to gr.eatly increase their demand for primary 
products, and thus provide a steady and assured market 
for those items. 

Drift of Skilled Tradesmen 
Highly skilled tradesmen have had to loOk for employ

ment in other fields, and on enquiry, we find that they 
have become painters, joined Government departments, 
etc., but their skill and long training have been dissipated, 
and they have been unable to find empl~?yment in the 
trade to which they were apprentic-ed. 

This of course, means that no youth would be attracted 
to this type of industry, in the light of the experience ?f 
these skilled bakers, etc., who cannot find .employment m 
their own field, and these circumstances pertain generally 
to the Trade throughout Australia. 

Buyers' Resistance 
The basic ingredients in Fruit Cake and Plum PUd-

dings are as follows:-
1. Australian-grown Dried Vine Fruits 
2. Australian-grown Sugar 
3. Australian-produced Fats, Flour, e-tc. 
4. Australian Eggs. · 

At the present time, Australia has a glut of Wheat, 
and Flour Mills are working short time. 

Sugar authorities are concern-ed with the falling sales 
in the Food Manufacturing Industries. 

Vine Fruit suppliers are d-ependent On a large export 
trad-e, and their local market in the manufacturing trades 
has receded. 

Egg producers are badly ill need of a stimulant to 
local demand, as ·export prices are not attractive. 

All these basic ingredients suppliers have imposed 
price increases on the Manufacturer who, in turn, has 
had to pass on· some· of the increases, so that, when 121 
per cent Sales Tax is added, and the retailers' profit on 
top of both, Cake and Pudding pri~es are s~ high that 
the public just will not buy, and IS deternnned to go 
without. 

A.D.F.A. CAPPROACHES FEDERAL TREASURER 
In a letter 13.st July the concern of the. Dried Fruits 

Industry was expressed that the ~ales ta.x n_ow imposed 
was acting against the use of Dr1ed Frmts m manufac
tured produ-cts, even on a volume previously e~joy.ed, _let 
alone any increased use. The letter stated-

"This Association which represents some 98 per cent. 
of the Australian p~oduction of Dried Vine Fruits, has, 
for the second year in succession, undedaken a national 
sales promotion campaign to incr~ase the sales of these 
fruits in this country. So far It has expended some 
£65 000 by means of press advertising, exhibits, ap~ 
pro~ches to the retail and marketing trade and propa
ganda to the consumer. The whole of the sum stated has 
been contributed by the Dried Fruits growers themSelves. 

11Consumption in Australia may be roughly divided 
into two categories: 

1. Fruit used by manufa-cturers in various types of 
produ_cts; . 

2. Fruit purchaf?ed frOm retailers for home use. 
"Prior to 19-53 .the proportions of fruit used in these 

two categories were ·evenly divided, but in 1953 it was 
found that demand· by the manufacturing trad.e ha.d 
appreci_ably slackened. Similar condi~ion~ prevail th1s 
year .. · ~ ' -- · 

"The Dried FrUits Industry, f-aced with highly competi~ 
tive marketing conditions· overseas, must promote the 
sale of Dried Vine Fruits on the home market· to the 
fullest extent, possible, and the manufacturer must be 
encouraged ·to:increase·-the use of Dri-ed Fruits. 
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"With consumer resistance to p1·iCes becoming a worry
ing feature, manufacturers, loaded with high labour and 
production costs, are finding it impossible to market pro
ducts containing Dried Fruits at acceptable prices. This 
condition could be immeasurably relieved by the aboli
tion of Sales Tax on such manufactured products. 

"There is no doubt that a Sales Tax anomaly exists 
for when purchased through the retailer the fruit is fr,ee 
of_ tax, yet when used in -certain manufactured lines it 
is taxable as part of the mariufactured cost. 

"It has been estimated that the abolition of the tax 
on manufactur-ed prQducts coritaining Dried Fruits will 
permit manufacturers to sell at prices acceptable to the 
consumer, and the result will be reflected in a higher 
consumption of these fruits on the Australian market
a market which must now be expected to take a greater 
share of ·each season's harvest. 

"In addition to the adverse effect on growers' incomes 
that must result from the continued export of large 
an~u.al surpluses of Dried Vine Fruits to k-eenly com
petitiVe overseas markets where prices are such that 
costs of production are barely covered-sometimes not 
even re.covered-it is poin.ted out that· every _protecti-on 
and assistance should be given to an Industry which has 
b-een fostered and expanded through governmental fin
ancial assistance. The sums of government money pro
vided for the -establishment of soldier settlements, 

Special auide 

irrigation works and other essential services is immense, 
and the need to maintain the Industry in a state of 
~tability is to ·the government secondary only to the 
livelihood of the growers, their families and the workers 
who are engaged, directly and indirectly, in the pro
duction and marketing of Dried Vin-e Fruits. 

"The importance which this Association, representing 
as it does some 7000 growers, attaches to the consump
tive and buying capacity of the Australian market cannot 
be too strongly stressed. This Association cannot be too 
emp_hatic in stating that to an Industry such as Dried 
Fr~its which has such a high proportion of surplus fruit 
Which must he e~ported to be sold at prices showing 
barely, and sometimes less than costs of production, the 
development of the Australian market is ,essential. The 
abolition of Sales Tax, as requested, will not only assist 
in this development but will be interpreted by the In
dustry as an indication of the Federal Government's 
interest in maintaining its economic well-being." 

Federal Treasurer's Reply 

Sir Arthur Fadden has intimated that the l'epresenta~ 
ti?n~ submitted by The A.D.F.A., and supportil\g sub
nnsswns by manufacturers and pastrycook associations 
would be given full consideration but the Budget gav~ 
no alleviation. 

ECONOMIC TRENDS IN THE FRUIT INDUSTRY 
By H. W. King, A.S.A.A., Berri, S.A. 

At a conferenc·e of the Agricultural Bureau, Berri, on 26th May last an interesting paper was read by Mr 
King. Mr. King, who is an authority on frost control and the author on this subject of an authoritative book which 
has ?een published b¥ The A.D.F.A., is well fitted· tO make this informative review on the Industry. With the ex
ception of some detailed comment on the citrus industry the original article is now prin~.ed without deletions. 

At the outset I should like to assure the members of of irrigation in our time. -Where irrigation . rosters once 
the Conference that the views expressed in this paper provided for four general irrigations, with the advent of 
are my own and do not ne-cessarily reflect the opinions various types of special irrigations, some growers are 
of any business or oth-er organisation with which I am no~ able to use water as frequ-ently as every 14 days 
associated. durmg the summer. The heavy flooding is giving away to 

By the HFruit Industry" I refer to the fruit industry lighter and more frequent applications of water. 
dev-eloped under irrigation and, in particular, the pro- I!-1- thjs and in all matters relating to the prOduction of 
duction of fruit under irrigation in South Australia. frmt, we have to thank the S.A. Department ,

0
f Agricul-

. Before discussing the various sections Of the indUstry ture for its continual and practical interest in our 
separately I will review .some of the fundamentals, the problems. 
foundations, upOn which our River Murray Fruit Industry One by one, the irrigation settlements have suffered 
stands. the inevitable fate of a seepage due to over-enthusiastic 

Irrigation watering. H.ere again, at tremendous cost, Governments 
Take, for instance, irrigation itself. Until quite recently, and. growers have had to tackle this problem jointly 

we have taken for granted the adequacy of the River until to-day there are very few holdings which cannot be 
Murray waters for our irrigation ne-eds. Due to the three drained if the need should -arise. 
successive high rivers, attention was focussed on the With a reasonably assured water supply and with., the 
repeated failure of' our locking system to retain the threat of seepage averted, then the threats to production 
relatively salt free flood waters in the lo·ck pools. were pests, disease and climatic conditions. 

Recently again, it was fortunate that the burSting of Pests and diseases have been under the -constant and 
the embankment at Lake Victoria coincided with a high watchful eye of the Department of Agriculture with in
river. If instead, this. misadventure had happened in a creasing -emphasis in recent years. Control practices have 
drought year, such as m 1903 or in 1917 when the river now been modified so that very little loss -of crop ne.ed 
was sandbagged at Berri to keep the p~mps operating, be exp,ected if the recommendations· have been carried 
th-en the consequences to the South Australian Irrigation out. One of the 1_1-otable successes has been the control 
Areas could have been catastrophic. of me~ly bug and black scale by ~iological methods. This 

Being on the lower reaches of the Murray then, the work Is not spectacular but is stabilising. the production 
S.A. Irrigation Areas would be the first to suffer in the per acre. · 
event of a serious shortage of water, the River Murray Pruning, in particular of tree fruits, has undergone 
Agreement between tht:;l States notwithstanding. recent changes to bring trees into production earlier and 

However, taking the _:vater supply for granted, there also to produc-e larger crops. Manual practiceS too 
has also been a chang-e m the approach to the practices have passed the trial and error phase. Trace ele~ent~ 
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tr?':bl?s have been identified and the danger from frost 
mmimised. 

All these factors have contributed to a steady main
tenance of a level of production not subject to wide 
se:;sonal fluctuations. Combined with reasonably gOod 
prices, the Industry has thus been able to absorb increas
ing costs and meet its financial commitments. 

Land Values 

Land values have been stabilised and the standards of 
living maintained at a comfortable level for a number 
of years. · ' .. 

However, in accepting the status quo, w.e should not 
forget that there are a number of influences which may 
prove disturbing at any time. 

Labour for fruit bloCks has nev·er been very easy to 
obb.dn, The tendency towards smaller holdings is a 
symptom of this disability. Were it not for ihe direction 
of migrant labour to these areas, we may experience diffi
culty in harvesting our fruit, .The drying of stone fruits 
is becoming so costly and difficult that cannery outlets 
at reduced returns are welcomed by growers with large 
ac·reages. The atb~active returns for the dried article are 
of no interest to the grower who cannot draw on a large 
labour force at short notice and for a short period. 

In the past few years the fruit industry has seen costs 
rise in every direction. Increased rail freights shipping 
freights, packing charges, labour costs, water 'rates and 
all production costs have all to coine out of the fruit 
procelilds. 

I? varying degrees, all our fruits, fre:sh or dry, or 
frmt products seem to be classed as semi-luxury lines. 
The demand for them- slackens quickly under adverse 
conditions. A restriction of bank credit, such_ as applied 
two years ago, caused a serious falling away in the 
demand for our products. Retailers and wholesalers were 
all affected. They were called upon to veduce their over
drafts which _meant they had to suspend buying until 
they not only ·had converted their existing stocks into 
cash, but had to save until they could pay cash ·for new 
stocks. In the meantime food processors were left with 
their warehouses full. 

State-wide strikes, and industrial disturbances have 
the same e~ect. It is notorious that the fresh fruit market 
is depressed_ after Melbourne Cup week and the Christ
mas vacation. 

Ev.en Government attitudes can change. During the 
war, we s?nt D_ried Fr:tit to q-reat Britain at less than 
world panty pnces, Dned Frmt then being- classed as a 
unecessity." It w:is with some surprise that we learned 
that our pbst-war negotiations were confronted with a 
statement by t?e. Ministry of Food that the Treasury 
would allow a hnnted amount for the purchase of Dried 
Fruit which was regarded by them _as a "luxury" item. 

The various taxes-income, excise, sales and petrol
all reduced purchasing power when_ they were oppre-

sively higher as well as coming out of fruitgrowers' in
comes. 

Export Markets a Necessity 

It is also unfortunate that practically the whole of 
our fruit production at present requires an .export 
market. 

We are in the unhappy position in which a calamity 
in another con:petitive state or country can spell tem
porary prosperity for us, and vic-e versa. 

A notable example was the occasion when the Export 
Control lloard officials three years ago were able to 
obtain an extra £20 per ton f.or our Dried Vine Fruits
following extensive frost damage to the 1Raisin industry 
in California. 

This year, 1954, a bumper grape crop in the Barossa 
yalley kept wine ~ape price_s down and indeed, jeopard
ISed the sale of qmte a larg-e qu~ntity of River Grapes. 

Our principal . b~yer overseas has been Great Britain. 
Now that the Mmtstry of Food is withdrawing from the 
fie!~, purchasing will be on a trader-to-trader basis 
subJect only to. the· -availability of dollars or sterling. ' 
. The pos~tion remains that the fruit produc·ed ·here, in 
~n the ~am, must be sold at "best" prices obtainable, 
Irrespective of the costs .of production. 

This, then, is the situation with which _we are con
fronted at present:-

An in~ustry in which all costs ,must be taken at 
vendors' values ·producing goods which are sold· at 
buyers' prices. 

THE GRAPE INDUSTRY 

. There .have been many changes in the grape growing 
mdustry m these parts. We have seen the acreage planted 
to Doradillas reduced by half. Thes_e grapes rocketed to 
£30 per ton _and dropped to £8 recently, reviving to 
£12/10/-. Th1s year t?ey hav(! proved difficult- to sell. 
Greenache, once. a variety favour.ed by winemakers and 
P!anted by growers in salty situations, this year was 
difficult to sell. 

. With the 5 successiv-e wet harvest seasons the . grape 
m_dus~ry was glad to pass its rain damaged f1'uit to the 
wme mdustry-at a time when wine sales were bUoyant 
and beer at a premium. There is no doubt that the 
diversion of this fruit led us to fall down -on our con
tr~cts .with the U.K., and the demand for Gordos ·by the 
wm~ mdustry practically extinguished the supply of 
Lex~as for the. U.K. mark~t. In 1951, only 6'7 tons of 
Lex1as were dried at Berri. This year the tonnage will 
exceed 1200. 

The swi?g of fruit to the wine industry had several 
eff?cts W:hiCh ma_sked the impact of rising costs .on the 
Dned Vme Frmts Industry and introduced the wine
makers to the- Sultana which seems to have become a 
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AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. LTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

Branches at 

Irymple, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
Head Office: lrymple 

"Aurora for SerYice." We Supply All Growers' Requisites. 
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popular grape with them-a development which seems to 
have assumed a permanent character. The Dried Fruit 
Industry seeks Sultanas to enable its business with its 
overseas buyers to be maintained. This effort to hold 
the interest of the buy.er is considered to be the most 
prudent policy in the long run. 

During the wholesale selling of fresh grapes to the 
wine industry, growers wer-e able to make good use of 
the labour available and shorten their harvests. In many 
cases racks were allowed to fall into disrepair, unused 
f.or years. Replacements and new harvesting materials 
have proved very costly. 

The present reduced demand by the winemakers for 
Gordos and lower prices for the fresh fruit have resulted 
in a tonnage of dried Lexias for which a new market has 
to be found. Since 1939, very few Lexias have been sold 
on the U.K. market and much new ground has to be 
bToken. 

Sub-standard Fruit 
The sale of sub-standard Dried Fruits, particularly in 

Victoria. for which distillation is the only outlet, has 
· been a sore point with the wine grape people on the 

grounds that it is undermining the market for Doradillas 
and spirit grapes. It seems certain that this vexatious 
pl'oblem will again trouble the two parts of the Industry 
this year. 

In a survey of the wine industry potential some two 
years ago, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics took 
into consideration the present and known projected 
plantings, and forecast that by 1960, if the then present 
rate of consumption and population increase were main
tained, Australia would have no export problem, but 
would be consuming all the wine we could produce, 

Competent authorities state that present wine stocks 
are heavy but not more than the industry should carry 
with an expanding economy. 

There is no doubt that the industry received a severe 
setback with the increase of the Australian Excise on 
brandy and fortifying spirit-recently reduced, but still 
rather much of a millstone to the industry. If the British 
Treasury were to reduce its excise extortiOn on our wines 
the position would clear itself overnight. 

In the meantime, the position would be helped if the 
wine industry were able to incTease its storage space. 

With Government-sponsored soldier settlements now 
coming into production, even this. Year the few grapes 
from new soldier settlers caused the Government and its 
officers some worry before they were finally disposed" of. 

The Dried Fruits section of the industry, after several 
years of light tonnages is entering a new phase with 
pre-war, and new planting, tonnages to market. The U.K. 
Ministry of Food has withdrawn from the field and left 
trading to ordinary trade channels. The Industry has 
taken advantage of the situation to remodel its U.K. 
selling organisation and its efforts will be watched with 
interest. 

On overseas markets, countries with an export surplus 
adopt extraordinary devices to dispose of their fruit. The 
U.S.A. has an export subsidy, and only the shortage of 
dollars reStricts the intake of that fruit by the U.K. 
Mediterranean countries have devalued their currencies 
against sterling to hold their markets .. We, then, have 
to depend on our favourable exchange rate and the 
quality of our product to maintain our position. 

In Australia The A.D.F.A .. is spending £30,000 annu
ally in an atte{npt to stimulate Australian sales of Dried 
Vine Fruits. It is hoped that this effort will ·produce 
results commensurate- with the· expenditure as the home 
market is the best one. 

THE CITRUS INDUSTRY 
Here again we are faced with the position that in a 

flush year na'vel orang-~s will sca;rcely ~·eturn costs of 
production. In this sectiOn of frmtgrowmg the balance 
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seems to be swinging between slightly over and slightly 
under prodUction. However, the fruit from the new 
soldier settlement areas will tend to force the balance. 
towards "over production" unless increased consump
tion meets the situation, 

As with the Dried Fruits Industry, critical self
examination has produced a policy which has €ndeavoured 
to absorb this production. Profitable export markets have 
been maintained and a move is on foot to increase the 
factory use of citrus with the object of taking unwanted 
sizes and surplus fruit from the market. 

THE STONE FRUITS INDUSTRY 
This section of our Industry has probably remained 

stable longer than the others .. 
However, from an unsatisfied demand for fresh stone 

fruits, cannery buyers this year became quality conscious. 
and showed a disinclination to take Peaches. Conse
quently, there was a heavy demand for drying gear and. 
a lift in the· dried stone f1·uit tonnages. 

Here again, the matter of quality has become import
ant. Fruit other than grade fruit has been severely dis
counted and a doubt has been raised as to the disposal 
of the "M.F." and "Factory" grad-es. Premiums have 
been raised for top quality lines. The net result of t;his 
is that the average return per ton, in most instances, wil_l 
be reduced. 

The canning side of the industry is still supported by. 
Ministry of Food contracts which have a year to run, 
but it is as well to remember that app:roximately 55% 
of the total Australian production of canned fruit has 
to be exported. In the absence of prices regulation (as_ 
enjoyed by The A.D.F.A.) the loss of export markets 
could have serious repercussions on this side of our 
industry. 

So far as we know, however, there S;till remains ~n 
unsatisfied demand for dried stone fruits both at home. 
and overseas. 

FINANCE 
The frUit industry is now enteririg ·a new phase. The 

older growers who have taken the opportunity to reduce 
their liabilities find themselves, in contrast to present 
day values, in a fairly sound position to meet a changed 
outlook. Most of them have modernised their plant and 
are keeping pace with the times. 

Growers who have taken on large liabilities are likely• 
to be more concerned as they may find it difficult to meet 
heavy repayments of prindpal-as well as interest, income 
tax and ordinary commitments on a reduced income, 

Illustrating the point of reduced incomes-, it was re
cently pointed out to the Minister of Lands that the loss 
of income, due solely to reduction in prices and increased 
water rates for the Berri and Barmera areas between 
1952 and 1953 was £650,000. Taking the other S.A. 
districts into consideration this figur.e could easily be 
doubled-a heavy loss of income for one year. Dried 
Fruit returns for 1954 are expected to continue to fall 
slightly. · 

In 1951, in an endeavour to see where we_ were going 
with property values, I made an examination of costs 
generally. This showed that ?-t 1951 costs, to bring into. 
production a fruit property of 20 · acres, (representing 
the av.erage plantings of the Berri district) w<;~ulQ_ th"en 
6Yst over £11,000. To-day that coSt woUld be mOTe 1ik~ 
£12,500. The real estate market, however, assesses such 
a property at £8000/£8500 to-day, This· disparity in 
values is a problem which is going _to f~ce the Sta,t~ a~d· 
~ederal Governments when it comes_ to ~ettling liabiUtj~s .. 
on the new soldier settlers. · 

Deferre1d Payments 
An important change whlch has· affeCt-ed the fl;~Sl( 

f~uit growers -in the· last two--years·'is··the change-- ~r61Wl 
virtual prompt cash payments to d·eferi'ed payment tO'i-.~1 
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fruit, This has thrown an additional burden on packing 
houses and other institutions financing the industry. 
These sections of the industry are now being paid on 
lines somewhat similar to the Dried Fruits. The main 
effect of the change was to increase the amount of capital 
required by the industry to "carry on." This was mainly 
provided by borrowing·, which in turn placed the bor
rowers in the hands of the lenders, so far without 
serious consequences. · 

The Government, so far, has been able to keep its 
financial relations with growers in good order, but it 
seems likely that this position might deteriorate. Every 
opportunity has been taken to collect outstanding debts 
and mortgages and few fresh advances have been made 
in recent yea1·s. 

In its own finances however, there are evidently some 
anomalies. The industry is still called upon to include in 
the Area •Revenue Accounts interest on obsolet.e under
takings. For instance, the Cobdogla Area of 4300 -acres 
is billed with 1£60,000 annually (£14 per acre) for in
terest against Berri with 7500 acres and £21,600 interest 
on £3 per acre. The reason is that we are still paying 
for mistakes of past generations. Only £50,000. has ever 
been written off the old Loveday scheme. 

Representations made this year have held water rates 
and charges at their 1953 lev-el, but even so, these com
mitments will have to be met from reduced incomes on 
present indications. 

MECHANISATION 
Before passing on to the contemplation of the future 

of .the Industry, reference must be made to the remark
able strides made in the mechanisation of the Industry 
in the past 2 0 years. 

The almost universal tractor has made our frost 
control programme feasible. The few horses now in these 
areas are sentimental relics. Power sprays have simpli
fied disease and pest control. Palletising on the- field and 
mobile cranes have taken much of the drudgery out of 
handling Dried FTuits in the field. Packing machinery has 
been streamlined, and transpoTt speeds raised with better 
roads and motor vehicles. 

When power pTuning is adopted, hand labour will be 
Teduced to harv-esting WOTk. 

.The availability, if not now, in the near future, of 
electricity on all fruit properties in S.A. will provide
a source of power which many growers will be able to 
turn to advantage. 

One of these will be the operation of oil or wood fired 
dehydTators on the fTuit pTopeTty to reduce- handling of 
fruit; supeTsede racks, produce a standaTd quality clean 
article, and enable fruit to be picked at its best :for 
drying whilst removing most of the- hazards of the
weather. This project envisages the reduction of the 
fruit from the fresh State to dry in 24 hOUTS, 

Enough work has been done this year to indicate that 
such a scheme is practicable. 

Another r·ecent labour saving device has been the in
troduction of the multiple- dip and crane system to the
dipping of Gordos in bulk. The same equipment as for 
Sultanas is used rith a. heavier tank and furnace. On a 
smaller scale, mar:.: · ,,~ToWel·~· now use oil fired hot dips. 

Thus must has 1- ··~n dou~, and is to be done, to reduce 
the labouT cost of producing the fruit we have to sell. 

WHAT OF THE FUTU;RE? 

I should like to conclude on an optimistic note. Let 
us not forget that these industries have managed to sur
vive despite many set-backs. We have conquered dis
eases, pests, seepage, frost and can now rely on a fairly 
stable production. The acre-age required to provide a 
man with a reasonable standard of living is less than it 
was 30 years ago. 
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The Industry stood the great expansion of plantings 
after World War I. The gloomy predictions of the "John 
Gunn" Report that the Citrus Industry would be in a 
state of over-production by 1934 were not realised. 

The change- from a seller's to a buyer's market has 
laid the ·emphasis on quality, and it is quality fruit, wines 
and fruit products which will hold pride of place in dis
criminating markets. 

We Have Some Blessings 

We are blessed with a benign climate eminently suited 
for the production of good fruit. We must ever be on 
guard ag·ainst pests such as phylloxera, fruit fly and black 
birds. Compared with some countries, we are compara
tively pest free. 

The various branches of the Industry are highly 
oTganised and are keenly aware of the need to find 
maTkets. It is possible that the selling organisation of 
those industTies which control sales may need re-examina
tion in the light of modern meTchandising methods. The 
wine grape and cannery fruit growers may have to 
form some link with the winemakers and processors to 
stimulate sales. It is only natural that the ·old established 
wine firms Tesent interference with their business, but 
the pressure of events must force their co-opeTation 
eventually. 

Perhaps one of the- strongest indications· that these 
industries will not be allowed to languish is the intel'est 
of the State and Federal Governments. Both have con
siderable capital investments in the soldier settlement 
areas, recently planted. They have had faith that they 
must succeed. By incTeasing plantings against the advice 
of the established organisation of gTowers they have 
almost underwritten the success of the whole. These 
Governments, if the need should arise, could hardly 
escape the responsibility for supporting the gTowers, 
whether by subsidy, support pTic-es or reduced charges. 

So far, however, with legislative aids, all bl'anches of 
the Industry have remained in control of their own 
affairs, kept their independence and maintained a decent 
standard of living. It will be a poor outlook if we ever 
have to become a mendicant industry. Political inter
feTe-nee should be accepted only as a last Tesort. 

Governments Directly Interested 
It should not be forgotten that apart from the new 

areas, the State Government has a considerable invest
ment in railways, electricity undeTtakings, roads, ini
gation woTks, advances to settlers and in maTltets for 
State-owned .enterprises. 

The FedeTal Government has a particular stake in our 
spirit production by Way of excise duties and our con
tribution towards earning foreign exchange, in addition 
to our useful contributions in various fDl'ms of taxation. 

It should he Temembered, too, that .every pound's 
worth of fruit we produce is new value, just as valuable 
in its way as the ore that comes born BToken Hill. If 
the lode becomes unpayable then the whole- of the super
structul'e- built upon it will collapse. 

In a final r-eview, it has been pointed out that all our 
industries require an export market at present. While 
we have the capacity to increase our food production it 
seems criminal in a world where so many are starving to 
have to speak of restricting production. 

OtheT countries with a SUTplus food problem sometimes 
destroy the surplus, occasionally give it away or "dump'J 
it on foTeign markets. The last condition is the worst as 
it has repercussions in other producing countries. 

Surely it is not beyond the wit of man to devise a way 
of getting food to the people who need it in exchange for 
what they can give to keep their self-respect? The coun
tries with an export necessity could at least try to get 
together and devise a conunon policy to their mutual 
benefit and to the alleviation of much dishess in the 
world to-day. 
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