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A 1982 aerial photo of the mouth of the River Murray, 
the only time in the history of white settlement that the 
Murray and the Southern Ocean were not connected. 
Sir Richard Peninsula is on the right side of the photo 

and Younghusband Peninsula is on the left. 
Murray-Darling Basin Commission Chief Executive, 

Don Blackmore, opened 1995 ADFA Federal Council 
and informed those present that no water from 

the River Murray flowed to the sea for a period of 
nine months last season. 

More information appears on pages 6 & 7. 
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
FELLOW GROWERS 

There are several important initiatives that the ADFA is currently 
pursuing. 

The Towards Excellence in Dried Vine Fruits Production is up and 
running. 

Stephen Kelly, the facilitator, is developing the program and will 
shortly be making contact with ADFA Branches and other groups to initiate 
formation of grower discussion groups that form the basis of the program. 

A resource caravan will be an important part of the program, being 
mobile and full of up to date information on production techniques, 
financial planning, property redevelopment and related issues. I urge all 
growers to become involved. 

The ADFA is also pleased to have been successful in negotiating in 
conjunction with Sunraysia District Council ADFA with the Department of 
Education, Employment and Training for a Property Development Training 
Package. 

The scheme has the full support of the Sunraysia Area Consultative 
Committee, and the Union movement. 

ADFA growers have been circulated with an outline of the scheme 
and have been invited to submit an expression of interest. 

The scheme will have benefits for both growers and trainees alike. It 
is important that all involved make a strong commitment to its success. 

A successful scheme will mean its continuation with obvious benefits 
to our industry and our community. 

The ADFA Hail Insurance Scheme will operate once again this year. 
The hail scheme has paid out over $2.1 million since its inception in its 
present form. 

It is an important safeguard for grape growers against the random 
incidence of hail damage. I recommend growers insure against this 
significant risk to their income. 

The 1995 Federal Council has been held. Full reports of industry 
activity are published in this issue of Australian Dried Fruits Association 
News. 

The standard of reporting by all components of the industry to the 
Council was extremely good. The Council was open to the general public 
for one day and I am sure the growers who attended gained some benefit. 

The ADFA will continue to pursue changes to the way we conduct our 
business to ensure openness, accountability, and good information. 
Several changes in regard to the timing of Council and the format will be 
considered and will reflect previously mentioned aims. 

The dried tree fruits industry is confronting a difficult period with more 
marketers involved in the sale of the fruit. There has been strong 
competition. 

The ADFA is concerned that an unnecessary price war will impact 
badly on returns to tree fruit growers and will do the industry long term 
damage. We have indicated this to all parties and trust that common 
sense will prevail. There are no winners in a price war. 

The Northern Hemisphere crops are about to be harvested. The size 
and quality of their crops will have a major bearing on the prospects for the 
Australian industry in 1996. 

Growers are urged to take a strong interest in all the market 
information that becomes available so they can make better decisions · 
about the disposal of their crop. 

It is important that decisions are based on fact not rumour, and that 
short and long term interests are considered by growers. 

It is our industry, it is in our hands. 

Peter J . Macintosh 
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EXPORT REPORT 

I will briefly give you an update of the 1995 season 
exports. To date we have orders for 13,034 tonnes of 
sultanas, 42 tonnes of currants, and 103 tonnes of seeded 
raisins; orders are in line with export allocations. Because 
of the small 1994 and 1995 crops, exports have been 
severely restricted over the last two years with the exception 
of currants in 1994 season. As I have said many times 
already, the short supply has impacted on many of our 
customers and it will be a difficult job to win these customers 
back when supply returns to a more normal position. 
Northern Hemisphere producers are approaching harvest 
time and all dried vine fruit buyers are closely watching and 
estimating crop sizes as this is critical to their buying 
decisions. The latest information I have is as follows: 

Turkey 
Preliminary forecasts of the 1995 crop are 180,000 to 

200,000 tonnes; the weather has been variable with 
showers in the growing area which may affect quality. 

This compares with a crop of 150,000 tonnes in 1994 
and 200,000 tonnes in 1993. There is a definite trend of 
Turkey's production increasing as shown in the graph below 
which compares Australia's and Turkey's sultana production 
from 1934 to 1995. While the USA is by far the largest 
producer (250,000 to 350,000 packed metric tonnes), 
Turkey is the largest exporter i.e. Turkey (150,000 tonnes) 
compared with USA (110,000 tonnes). 
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The USA production figures are often difficult to 
interpret. Sometimes 'Raisins' is used to describe all dried 
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vine fruits, such as, currants, muscats, golden seedless, 
natural seedless etc. Often figures quoted are sweatbox 
short tons and can be for all raisins or natural seedless. The 
natural seedless (TSR) variety represents 90% of all raisin 
varieties produced and is the product we compete with. 

The 1995 crop of natural seedless is estimated at 
290,000 sweatbox short tons, this is about 240,000 packed 
metric tonnes. As a result of a mild and very wet winter and 
spring, grape maturity is about two weeks late; also there is 
increased winery interest in sultana grapes this year. 

The USA carryover is estimated at 155,000 tonnes, total 
USA sales of seedless raisins in a year is around 300,000 
tonnes. In summary, whilst the USA expect a small crop, 
there will not be shortage of raisins over the next year. 

Greece 
Greece does not have a carryover of sultanas and the 

1995 crop is estimated at 35,000 tonnes. 
This compares with average production of 37,000 

tonnes for the period 1990 to 1994 and 80,000 tonnes for 
1981 to 1989. The dramatic reduction is explained by the 
effect of phylloxera which has reduced yields and production 
area. A replanting program is under way with vines 
resistant to phylloxera and production is expected to 
increase. 

The 1995 currant crop is estimated at 40,000 to 42,000 
tonnes plus a carryover of 4,000 tonnes. If these estimates 
are achieved then demand and supply for currants over the 
next year will be reasonably balanced. 

Iran and Afghanistan 
It is very difficult to get accurate crop estimates for Iran 

and Afghanistan. For Iran, estimates range from 60,000 to 
90,000 tonnes and Afghanistan is unknown. 

Minimum Import Price {MIP) 
Since 1982 the MIP, which covers all European Union 

(EU) markets, has sometimes resulted in Australia receiving 
higher prices than otherwise would have been obtained 
under free market conditions. For the last few years we 
have been selling well above MIP. The MIP on September 
1, 1995 is estimated at A$1 ,850 per tonne, presently our 
prices are in the range of A$2,200 to A$2,400 per tonne . 
The EU plan is to gradually phase out the MIP by the year 
2000. On September 1, 1994 MIP was reduced by 5% and 
on September 1, 1995 will be reduced by a further 3.7%. 
Based on past experience, this will probably result in lower 
prices in EU markets. How it will impact on Australia largely 
depends on tonnage and the quality of sultanas from export. 
The Board is taking this into account in its forward planning. 

Levy & Export Charge 
I am pleased to advise that the Board's recommendation 

to reduce the levy and export charge from $15 to $10 per 
tonne paid to the Board was adopted by the ADFA Federal 
Council. The $10 levy and export charge that applies to 
total production of dried vine fruits will commence 1996 
season. 
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:~,()~E ~PRAY WITH SOLI CAM DF 
BEFORE WEEDS APPEAR CAN 
KEEP THEM OUT FOR THE 
WHOLE SEASON! 

no weeds to compete for 
an d moisture. 

SOLICA.lVtis a pre-emergent 
herbicide that ki1ls more problem 
weed s than\any oth er pre-emergent 
herbicide for 'orchards and vineyards. 
And it provides longer weed control 
than any other,v ineyard or orchard 
h erbicide, resist~ng 
leaching even in •heavy 
rain or sandy soil, 

' \ 
' Spray early. For b~st 

results, spray a few ~weeks 

before weeds are ex~~cted 
to emerge to allow ti11?e 
for uptake by the 
germinating weeds. 
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SEASON 1995/96 HAIL INSURANCE 
FOR 

GRAPES, TABLE GRAPES, GRAFTLINGS & ALMONDS 

CROP PREMIUM INSURED VALUE MAXIMUM 
PER ACRE PER ACRE COMPENSATION 

Grapes $19.10 $2,180 $1 ,853 
Table Grapes $30.00 $2,475- $3,080* $2,618 
First Year Graftlings $38.15 $4,360 $3,706 
Almonds $30.10 $2,000 41 ,700 

* The Insured Value for Table Grapes is $2,475 per acre for losses occurring up to 9.00 am Eastern Standard Time, 
October 1, 1995. Thereafter the Sum Insured will increase by $1 1 per acre per day for 55 days reaching a 
maximum Sum Insured of $3,080 per acre for losses occurring after 9.00 am Eastern Standard Time, 
25 November, 1995. 

Copies of the 1995/96 Hail Insurance brochure have been mailed to all growers who insured with 
the scheme last season. Growers who did not receive a copy of this year's brochure should contact 
ADFA Head Office on (050) 235 174 or by fax on (050) 233 321 . 

ALL APPLICATIONS FOR HAIL COVER RECEIVED BY THE ADFA ON OR 
BEFORE SEPTEMBER 8, 1995 WILL HAVE A CHANCE TO WIN $3,000 
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THE CHANGING MURRAY DARLING BASIN 

Federal restrictions on new water diversions in the 
Murray Darling Basin would benefit the Sunraysia region 
in the long term, according to the Murray Darling Basin 
Commission. 

The Commission's Chief Executive, Don Blackmore, 
opened 1995 ADFA Federal Council in Mildura and told 
delegates, obesrvers and invited guests that authorities 
and communities "were not playing around the edges any 
more" in regards to salinity . 

If all the salt interception pumps on the Murray River 
were turned off last February, the salinity at Morgan 
would have risen by 480 EC units. 

Mr Blackmore said the Commission had been 
confronted with increasing water diversions which are 
now approaching about 11 million megalitres a year. 

"The Commission conducted an audit which showed 
that between 1988 and 1994, with no new water being 
allocated, there has been a growth of about 800,000 
megalitres in consumption ," Mr Blackmore said. 

"If we are going to sustain security of water for 
current irrigators plus water for the environment, it 
requires action. 

"We have changed dramatically the way the river 
behaves. 

"Under the natural system we would have high flows 
to the sea in wet years. 

"Instead of five years in every 100 of drought type 
flows, we have nearly 60 years in every 1 00 years. 

"A period of 9 months last season saw not one drop 
of water enter the sea from the River Murray. 

"We are a tightly regulated system with 65 major 
storages. We have to say enough is enough until we 
understand our system better." 

Mr Blackmore said salinity was currently costing $60 
million a year in lost production and environmental 
damage. 

"The Murray Darling Basin is a closed 
hydrogeological system just like a saucer," he said. 

"Consequently we have invested more than $50 
million in interception schemes to prevent saline ground 
water entering the river." 

"In growing irrigation areas the Commission has seen 
the water table rise from two meters below the surface in 
1982 to within one metre now. Such areas include 
Shepparton, Griffith and Deniliquin. 

"What is important to note is that somewhere 
between the year 201 0 and 2020, all the riverine plains 
irrigation areas will be operating in a high water table 
environment. 

"The situation is different in Sunraysia where 
problems encountered in the 1920's and 30's were 
overcome by the building of tile drains with 195 
evaporation basins primarily serving horticulture. 

"As a result we are now intercepting and disposing of 
1,1 00 tonnes of salt every day. 

"But we are also confronted with changes in dry land 
salinity. 

"By clearing country, we have increased the recharge 
to the water table by a factor of anywhere between 1 0 
and 300. This has set in train a chain of events which will 
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only be realised over the next couple of hundred years. 
"Some recent work indicates that in NSW alone, we 

could be confronted by 5 million hectares of dry land 
salinity in the next 50 to 100 years." 

Mr Blackmore said the community was now starting 
to understand how the environment worked. 

Some of the streams in the headwaters are 
increasing their salt load by one to four percent a year. 

"In regards to the Mallee, we are now starting to see 
the impact of clearing , " he said. 

"If the water table is 40 metres down, it takes up to 
80 years for a particle of water to get to the water table 
from the root zone. 

"Rest assured, salt is on its way and it will get here 
unless we intervene. 

"We have bought time by reducing salinity by 20% 
(through interception schemes). 

"But one of the interesting problems is that two-thirds 
of salinity here is caused by water consumption, not by 
increased salt entering the river. 

"If you have taken 11 million megalitres out of the 
river system, you would have to impact on salinity by 
diluting flows. 

"If we allowed further water to be extracted, you 
would have to look at the impact. The Commission 
therefore decided to cap diversions. 

"We have bought ourselves 20-40 years to get our 
act right." 

Mr Blackmore said there were opportunities for 
improved water use throughout the Basin in the long 
term. To achieve this though, the way water is used in 
the Basin had to be understood. 

"If there was a free market for water and we let the 
industry do what it wants, there will be sellers out of the 
irrigation areas of Kerang, Berrigan, Wakool and some of 
the Murray Irrigation Areas. It is expected that some of 
this water would be transferred to the lower reaches of 
the River Murray, including Sunraysia. 

"Essentially there would be a gravitation of 
entitlements downstream. 

"If we don't get delivery right and provide opportunity, 
we are going to struggle, so the MDBC is trying to work 
with communities. 

"We have two regional projects, SunRise 21 in 
Sunraysia and one at Shepparton. Both these initiatives 
were funded by the Federal Government through the 
Working Nation Program, and will receive $17 million over 
3 years to start examining sustainable development." 

Mr Blackmore said the future of the Basin was 
becoming clearer. 

"The community would end up with water 
entitlements with consistent property rights to remove 
barriers to transfers; Governments trying to recover all of 
the corporatised irrigation industry's asset operating costs 
with a charge for refurbishment/ replacement; water 
markets within States and where possible between 
States; and the participation of the environment. 

"You will see greater regulation to protect the 
environment. 

"And you will see irrigation farms treated like 

Australian Dried Fruits Association News - August 1995 



factories. 
"How will this be delivered? 
"The last time really coherent development occurred 

was when we had a single focus and we were delivering 
closer settlement where we knew what we were trying to 
do. We had the municipalities, the Government 
agencies, the banks, all working to a single outcome and 
delivering product. 

"And it happened quickly. 
"To do this, we have to come up with new 

arrangements such as SunRise 21, through which, 
hopefully, we have the intellect and determination to 
maximise our opportunities. 

"We are in a fantastic position to get on and enhance 
the opportunities of horticulture because, without those 
industries, the rest of us are not going to survive." 

CHANGE MOOTED FOR DRIED FRUITS INDUSTRY 

The future size of the Australian dried vine fruit sector 
will be reliant on the ability to manage change within the 
industry. 

ADFA Chairman, Mr Peter Macintosh, told 1995 
ADFA Federal Council that the industry's preferred 
position of being a credible force in the market place 
would be compromised if there was not a modem, 
responsive and efficient industry structure. 

He was commenting on the gradual decline in size of 
the dried vine fruit industry, particularly in South Australia, 
the Victorian Mid Murray and Robinvale. 

"There is no doubt many growers have identified 
opportunities in both wine grapes and fresh fruit ," he said. 

"The dried fruits industry, in the short to medium 
term, will be somewhat smaller than in the past. 

"There are many reasons for this trend including 
adverse weather, winery demand, urban encroachment, 
and withdrawal of Government support. 

"The simple fact is the dried fruits industry will 
stabilise in size, when the returns to growers compare 
favourably with other uses of land and water. 

"Whatever the final result there are obvious decisions 
and strategies that will need to be adopted by growers, 
marketers and the processing sector. 

"Questions of market targeting, economies of scale in 
processing, industry administration and regulatory 
structures, are all issues on the agenda." 

Mr Macintosh said the industry's preferred position of 
having a size sufficient to be a credible force in the 
market-place would be compromised if there was not a 
modern responsive efficient industry structure. 

"The Board of Management has developed a paper 
on industry and ADFA structure to be considered by 
Council. I trust that it will be seen in the correct light, and 
that is a positive pro-active attempt to manage change 
and not just be reactionary to imposed change," Mr 
Macintosh said. 

"This industry has been heavily regulated nearly all its 
history. There were good reasons for this, we must now 
challenge whether we need to change these structures." 

Mr Macintosh said it was important that Governments 
provide a framework which encouraged industries to 
prosper. 

"To be fair to both the Federal and State 
Governments, they have identified and are supporting the 
regions of Australia as major engine rooms of growth and 
opportunity." 

Mr Macintosh said there were other issues that would 
impact, not only on dried fruit but on all irrigated 
horticulture in the river regions. 

August 1995 - Australian Dried Fruits Assodation News 

"It would be fair to say that there has been some 
terrible policy decisions over the past 30 years. The 
running down of the infrastructure of our community 
irrigation schemes, the short sighted town-planning 
policies that have resulted in splattered, uncoordinated 
rural urban developments on prime irrigated horticultural 
land, are but two. 

"The effects of these policies are now starting to bite. 
"I know that this is a major challenge for the SunRISE 

21 group chaired by Henry Tankard. What is of great 
concern though is that the Federal Government's 
initiatives and support for sustainable regional 
development are being contradicted and compromised by 
the acceptance by state governments of National 
Competition Policies. 
"These policies are being implemented without any 
thought as to the potential negative impact on irrigated 
horticulture. 
"Policies that will discriminate against community owned 
irrigation districts could easily encourage a primitive 
civilisation policy of burn, cultivate, exploit, move on. This 
trend must be resisted, and the ADFA has developed a 
Water, Irrigation and Drainage policy to strengthen our 
position. 

"We have to be greatly concerned that individuals 
have the ability to control and be able to sell water 
outside of community irrigation districts. I believe this 
type of policy is the death of a thousand cuts, and must 
be resisted . 

"There is no doubt in my mind that in this case the 
community right is greater than the individual right. 

"Similarly, the local government authorities have to 
adopt and impose planning policies that address the 
competing demands for residential land by an expanding 
urban population, but also preserve the integrity of 
irrigated horticultural lands that are the life blood of our 
communities. 

"Governments have to truly understand the long term 
investment decisions that are required for successful 
irrigated horticulture and they must adopt a common 
approach to community service obligations in regard to 
irrigation infrastructure. Support must be in a dollar 
sense not just empty rhetoric. 

"Financial institutions need to also adopt a longer 
term view in regard to lending for horticultural enterprise. 

"The ADFA has been at the forefront of debate on 
many issues through its history. We were ahead of our 
time on issues like salinity, river management, controlled 
marketing, and vertical integration when it was called co
operation. Our contributions on these topics are well 
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respected . 
"It is in this context that we must remember that 

whilst we are going through a period of adjustment, we 
have a proud record of achievement, and will continue to 
contribute to the vitality of the Australian economy. 

"I am well aware that when you seek to promote 
change to established structures, and the ways that 

things have been done, that some pain is inevitable and 
some sensitivities upset. 

"Essential industry structures were developed 
primarily for the benefit of growers, many of whom are 
now having to adjust and survive in an economic climate 
that is totally different than ever confronted by our 
predecessors in this industry." 

POWDERY MILDEW MANAGEMENT SEMINAR 

A seminar on the management of grapevine powdery 
mildew will be held at 1.30 p.m. on Tuesday 5 
September, 1995 at the Mildura Function Centre, No 1 
Oval, Mildura Recreation Reserve, Eleventh Street, 
Mildura. 

Issues to be covered at the seminar include disease 
recognition, disease development in vineyards, 
monitoring procedures and disease management 
recommendations. Visiting scientists will also outline the 
latest disease management techniques that are used in 
the United States and Europe. 

Speakers will include Dr Doug Gubler from the 
University of California, Davis, CA. USA, Dr Heiner 
Denzer from the Laimburg Research Centre, Auer, Italy, 
Dr Bob Emmett from the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, 
lrymple, Vic. and Peter Magarey from the Loxton Centre, 

Loxton, SA. 
The Mildura seminar will be one of a series of half 

day seminars that will be held in Victoria and South 
Australia in September. A technical workshop for 
researchers will also be held in Adelaide on 11-12 
September. 

The meetings have been organised by Agriculture 
Victoria and Primary Industries South Australia and 
sponsored by the Grape and Wine Research and 
Development Corporation and the Co-operative 
Research Centre for Viticulture. 

Grapegrowers planning to attend the seminar should 
contact Kathy Clarke or Bob Emmett at the Sunraysia 
Horticultural Centre, lrymple (phone 514 500, fax 514 
523) before Friday September 1, 1995. 

HAPPY NEW FINANCIAL YEAR! 
By Heather Atkins and Wayne Whitehead, Rural Counsellors 

Sunraysia Rural Conselling Service 

Friday June 30 was the last day of the 1994/95 
financial year. 

Did you make a profit or a loss? How much? 
Did you know if you were on target to make a profit, 

or did you just hope everything would work out O.K.? 
Did you spend too much after the harvest and forget 

to save some money to pay your bank loan? 
How much did you spend on personal expenses? 
Did you talk to your accountant about these issues 

before the end of the financial year? 
Do you maintain your own financial records? 
If you are unable to answer any of these questions, 

we can help. 
The Sunraysia Rural Counselling Service has 

reprinted the Grapegrowers' Financial record book to 
help better control your finances. 

The new Record Book has been developed for grape 
growers, but is suited to all forms of horticulture. The 
book is a simple but flexible system of record keeping 
designed to help you monitor your cash flow and 
contribute to good business management. 

The book is user-friendly and includes detailed 
diagrams and examples of how to complete each section. 
The sections included are: Expenditure, Receipts, Cash 
Book Reconciliation, Production Records and Cash Flow 
Monitoring Worksheets. 

WHY YOU SHOULD KEEP FINANCIAL RECORDS! 
Enables you to have 'peace of mind' in knowing your 
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financial position at any time throughout the year. 
Allows you to monitor the source and amount of 
income. 
Highlights key financial areas to show where greater 
control may be required in both personal and 
property expenditure. 
Allows you to calculate the cost of production. 

• Assists you with planning and budgeting. 
• Allows you to assess the viability of your property. 

Assists with the preparation of income tax returns. 
• Enables you to compare income and expenditure 

items with previous years. 
Assists you with loan applications by providing 
potential lenders with current, up to date information. 
The cost of the book is $15 and it is available from 

the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, Koorlong Avenue 
(corner Eleventh Street) , lrymple, or Agriculture Victoria, 
McCallum Street, Swan Hill. 

We provide a FREE service to growers. If you feel 
you need help, we are happy to assist you with getting 
started in understanding and recording your financial 
transactions in the book. 

Phone Rural Counsellors Heather Atkins or Wayne 
Whitehead on (050) 514 500 for further information or to 
make an appointment to meet on your property or in our 
office. 

Using the book this year will provide you with sound 
information to take appropriate action to maximise your 
profits next year. 
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Federal Council1995 
Board of Management Report 

1. INTRODUCTION SunRISE 21 
1.1 The 1995 Season will be remembered for its extremely 2. 1995 SEASON OF PRODUCTION 

low production of Dried Vine Fruits. 2.1 Sultanas: Like many other grape varieties, yields of fresh 
After the short Sultana crops of Season 1993 and 1994 it sultanas were very low. A combination of seasonal 
was anticipated that there would be a larger Dried factors were responsible for this outcome, rather than 
Sultana production from Season 1995. In fact, the any structural adjustment or heavy impacts from pests or 
reverse has occurred with the Season 1995 Dried diseases. 
Sultana production being the lowest since 1931 (25,973 Coupled with the continuing higher than average intake of 
tonnes). Sultanas by wineries, a low level of production was 
Dried Apricot production did bounce back after two years committed to drying. 
of low production. The low tonnage dried was in part offset by the high 
The Government's phase-down of duties applying to the sugar levels of fruit resulting in very good drying ratios. 
import of Dried Fruits into Australia are now impacting Drying conditions were also very good, with most of the 
heavily on the industry. crop being classified as 4 or 5 Crown Light. 
The last few years have seen the industry with minimal 2.2 Currants: Rain in late January severely damaged the 
ability to increase domestic prices. Zante crop. Winery demand for red grapes of any variety 
The major constraint on prices being the flow of imports resulted in significant diversions of the Carina variety. 
into Australia with imports accounting for approximately The combined effect was a Dried Currant production of 
20% of annual total consumption of Sultanas, and 78% of only 2,800 tonnes (packed weight) which is only slightly 
Apricots. more than half the level of the previous year. 
It is likely that the implementation of the National 2.3 Raisins: The Wine Industry is the predominant outlet for 
Competition Policy as recently agreed between the grapes of the Raisin type, w ith the high demand from 
Federal and State Governments· will further impact on wineries leaving little for the Dried Fruit sector. The 
rural industries, including Dried Fruits. resulting product ion of 1,650 tonnes (packed weight 
While some elements in the competition reform may be unseeded) is approximately 150 tonnes less than last 
beneficial to Dried Fruit producers, other areas, year's level. 
particularly water and electricity reforms, will require 2.4 Apricots: The Dried Tree Fruits sector had a largely 
close scrutiny and strong industry representation. trouble free year. A better fruit set on all Apricot varieties 

1.2 The Board has met formally on the following occasions coupled with excellent drying conditions led to a much 
since Federal Council 1994: increased level of production of predominately high 

6 x 1 day meetings quality fru it. 
3 x 2 day meetings 2.5 Peaches and Pears: Reasonable drying conditions 

Board Members were also involved in general industry resulted in both Dried Peaches and Pears of good 
meetings convened by the ADFA. quality. Greater volumes of each variety have been 

1.3 Other activities by Board Members included produced, exceeding Australian market requirements. 
representations to Government and Members of 3. PRODUCTION 
Parliament, attendance at ADFA Branch, District Council, 3.1 Estimated ADFA production of Season 1995 fru it of 
and State Conferences; committees and public meetings grade quality, as at May 31, 1995, compared with the 
in regard to superannuation, irrigation, salinity, classing previous 3 seasons is: 
and sorting procedures, special treatment charges, hail 
insurance, Dried Fruits research, etc. 

1.4 In addition to the general affairs of the Board noted 
above, Board Members have been involved or taken a 
strong interest in the operation of the following: 
ADFA Shop Management Committee 
Area Advisory Committee (DEET) 
Australian Dried Fruits Board 
Australian Council of Viticulture 
Co-operative Research Centre for Viticulture 
Dried Fruits Research and Development Council 
DVF Research and Development Unit 
Mallee Regional Salinity Task Force 
National Farmers' Federation 
NFF Trade Committee 
Production Problems Committee 
Receivals and Processing Committee 
Riverland Horticultural Council 
State Council ADFA, South Australia 
Sunraysia District Counci l 
Sunraysia and Riverland Committee on Salinity 
Sunraysia Rural Advisory Council 
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ADFA Total 
I ndustr:y 

1992 1993 1994 1995* 1995* 

Currants 5,341 2,499 4,211 2,255 2,805 

Sultanas 82,651 33,91 1 34,954 25,739 30 , 829 

T.S.R. 's 174 52 34 31 368 

Raisins 4,341 636 1,186 1,081 1,651 

Apricots 991 328 315 609 2,516 

Peaches 143 64 104 100 610 

Pears 56 51 140 73 288 
*Estimate 
3.2 The actual ADFA availability for the 1995/96 marketing 

year is represented by the above figures together with the 
ADFA stock-on-hand of previous Season's fruit as at 
March 1, 1995, of 1,060 tonnes of Currants, 4,879 tonnes 
of Su ltanas, 320 tonnes of Raisins, 76 tonnes of Peaches, 
and 93 tonnes of Pears. 

3.3 The following 3 charts show total ADFA production and the 
amount sold on both Australian and Export markets. 
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Please note that these graphs are on the basis of sales 
from a season of production and should not be confused 
with annual deliveries which are shown in paragraph 4.2. 
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4. MARKETING 
4.1 ADFA sales on the Australian market calculated on a 

seasonal basis and as admitted into equalisation have 
been: 

ADFA Australian Sales 
Seasonal Basis- Tonnes 

1991 1992 1993 1994* 
Currants 2,965 3,569 2,442 3,820 
Su ltanas 23,605 19,527 12,430 19,397 
Raisins 3 747 _121l _____§gz 1,065 

30,317 24.813 15.399 24, 282 
Notes:Sultanas include 40 gram packs but exclude 
Natural Sultanas. 
*estimates as at February 28, 1995 
These figures relate to total sales from a season's 
production which may extend over 18 months or more. 
Annual deliveries are shown in paragraph 4.2. 

4.2 For a period of 12 months to the end of February each 
year, ADFA Dried Vine Fruit deliveries in Australia are as 
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follows: 
ADFA Australian Deliveries 

(Tonnes) 
29.2.1992 28.2.1993 28.2.1994 28.2.1995 

Currants 
Sultanas 
T.S.R.'s 
Raisins 

2,994 3,266 2,611 2,972 
18,530 15,627 20,131 17,030 

256 186 147 33 
2.702 ...2..11Z ____§1Q 1,200 

24.482 21,196 23.759 21,225 
For the year ended February 28, 1995, total consumption 
of Dried Vine Fruit in Australia was 35,940 tonnes with 
the source of supply being ADFA 21 ,225 tonnes, Non
ADFA Australian fruit 7,762 tonnes and imports 6,953 
tonnes. 

4.3 For the period of 12 months to the end of February each 
year, comparative ADFA Vine Fruit deliveries on export 
are: 

ADFA Export Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

29.2.1992 28.2.1993 28.2.1994 28.2.1995 
Currants 78 1,756 80 205 
Sultanas 41 ,220 43,893 46,613 15,881 
T.S.R.'s 
Raisins 722 ~ ______§_§§_ ~ 

42,020 46,283 47,261 16,269 

4.4 Vine Fruits: Season 1993 Currants, Sultanas and Raisins 
have been finalised with the following ADFA sales 
tonnages. The commitments for Season 1994 varieties 
as at February 28, 1995, are also shown. 

(Tonnes) 
Australia 
U.K. 
Continent 
Canada 
New Zealand 
Other 

Total 

(Tonnes) 
Australia 
U.K. 
Continent 
Canada 
New Zealand 
Other 

1993 ADFA Final Sales 
Currants 

2,442 

26 
10 
21 

2,499 

Sultanas 
12,430 
4,835 
9,147 
3,979 
2,157 
1,363 

33,911 

Raisins 
527 

87 

21 

636 

1994 ADFA Estimated Sales 
Currants 

3,820 
5 

41 
65 

280 

Sultanas 
19,397 

4,236 
5,101 
1,488 
1,686 
3,046 

Raisins 
1,065 

79 

32 
10 

Total 4,211 34,954 1, 186 
4.5 Allocations of Dried Vine Fruits for the 1995/96 marketing 

year have been made from the total availability of fru it, 
including stocks-on-hand f rom previous seasons. The 
allocations set by the ADFA and the Australian Dried 
Fru its Board as at May 31, 1995 are: 

1995/961ndustry Allocations 
(Tonnes) Sultanas 
Australia* 17,329 
UK & Ireland 2,980 
Germany 4,920 
Other Europe 600 
Canada BOO 
New Zealand 1,600 
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Japan 
Other 
Export Reserve 
Total 

500 
600 

1,500 
30,829 

*includes planned carry-over to 1995/96 of approximately 
2,000 tonnes of Sultanas. 
Due to the short supply, an 'open' allocation has been 
determined for Currants and Seeded Raisins. Marketers 
have the discretion to supply markets in accordance with 
their own priorities. It is expected that preference will be 
given to the Australian market. 

4.6 Tree Fruits: Moderate levels of Dried Tree Fruits were 
carried into the 1995 Season, with ADFA Season 1994 
stocks on hand at March 1, 1995, being 72 tonnes of 
Peaches, and 95 tonnes of Pears. No Apricots were on 
hand. 
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The following chart shows the disposal of ADFA Apricots 
on the basis of season of production. 
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4. 7 Australian sales by the ADFA for the last four seasons 
have been: 

4.8 

Apricots 
Peaches 
Pears 

ADFA Australian Sales 
Seasonal Basis - Tonnes 

1991 1992 

657 948 
129 143 
99 56 

1993 

328 
64 
51 

* Estimate on ly, uncommitted stocks are: 
tonnes and Pears 95 tonnes. 

1994* 

315 
32 
45 

Peaches 72 

For the period of 12 months to the end of February each 
year, ADFA Tree Fruit deliveries in Australia are 
follows: 

ADFA Australian Deliveries (Tonnes) 
Year Ended 
February 28 

1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 

Apricots 
1,105 

725 
847 
439 
315 

Peaches 
147 
109 
104 
83 
59 

Pears 
70 
79 
61 
62 
51 

as 

4.9 Realisations 1993 Season: F.O.B. real isations to Packing 
companies per packed tonne on Season 1993 production 
are as follows: (these are average before deduction of 
Packers' costs and charges, and conversion to receival 
weights) . 

Realisation 1993 Season (Per Tonne) 
Base Grade Australia Export Average 

$ $ $ $ 
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Currants 4 Crown 2,261 2,712 2,274 
Sultanas 4 Crown 1,982 1,464 1,681 
Raisins 4 Crown 1,599 1,1 14 1,452 
Apricots F.L. 8,225 8,225 
Peaches F.L. 6,345 6,345 
Pears F.L. 5,930 5,930 

4. 10 Realisations 1994 Season: Realisations to Packing 

5. 

companies for Season 1994 production are estimated 
as: 

Realisation 1994 Season (Per Tonne) 
Base Grade Australia Export Average 

$ $ $ $ 

Currants 4 Crown 2,026 1,655 1,998 
Sultanas 3 Crown 2,066 1,703 1,909 
Raisins 5 Crown 1,626 1,680 1,636 
Apricots F.L. 8,850 8,850 
Peaches F.L. 6,730 6,730 
Pears F.L. 6, 120 6,123 

PRICES - AUSTRALIA 
5.1 Sultanas: The recommended price for bulk wholesale 

Sultanas on the domestic market for 1995/96 has been 
maintained at the same level as applied in 1994/95. 
However many buyers of bu lk fruit are facing higher 
prices as they are forced to buy higher grade fruit due to 
the shortage of fruit in the lower grades. 
A limited quantity of special manufacturing grade 
Sultanas will be available, but not in sufficient quantity to 
meet market demand. 
Special marketing arrangements in the form of a volume 
buy promotion rebate, the manufactu red foods export 
rebate and the retail packeting rebate have all been 
continued so as to maximise domestic sales. 

5.2 Currants: The recommended price for Currants on the 
Austra lian market has been increased by $125 effective 
from June 1, 1995. While this price increase will put 
Australian Currants at a significant premium above Greek 
imports, it was believed necessary to maximise returns 
for this variety as a means to encourage growers to 
continue drying Currants. 

5.3 Seeded Raisins: The recommended price for Seeded 
Raisins on the Australian market has been increased to a 
minimum of $3,100 per tonne. Due to the shortage of 
this variety it is likely that sales will be made above this 
minimum price. In recognition of the very short supply of 
Seeded Raisins all special marketing incentives, including 
the volume buy promotion rebate, have been withdrawn. 

5.4 Tree Fruits: The ADFA is not presently actively involved 
in the setting of minimum prices for Dried Tree Fruits in 
recognition that for Dried Tree Fruits there is presently 
only one ADFA marketer and one ADFA packer. 
The ADFA is actively monitoring the prices of Dried Tree 
Fruits and is aware that the significant increase in the 
level of supply over recent years is placing great pressure 
on domestic prices. This is compounded by the very 
strong presence of Turkish Dried Apricots on the 
domestic market and the increased number of sellers of 
Australian Dried Apricots. 

6. PRICES - EXPORT 
6.1 Dried Vine Fruit: Export prices fo r Sultanas have been 

pushed to very high levels by an interaction of the low 
13,500 tonne availability to export; the very high quality of 
the Season 1995 fruit; the balanced position of world 
supply and demand; and the collective disciplines that 
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6.2 

7. 

can be applied to the selling of Australian fruit through the 
Australian Dried Fruits Board. 
Only minimal quantities of Currants and Seeded Raisins 
will be supplied to export markets where they will return 
at least the same value as the sale of equivalent fruit on 
the domestic market. 
Dried Tree Fruits: The ADFA intake of Season 1995 Tree 
Fruits is very close to the tonnage desired by Australian 
Dried Fruits Sales (ADFS) for the domestic market. 
According l~, it is anticipated that only a small tonnage will 
go to preferred export markets at reasonable returns. 
Some Dried Peaches and Pears may need to be quit to 
export markets at returns less than on the domestic 
market. 
GENERAL 

7.1 Imports: The import of Sultanas into Australia in the 
marketing year ending February 28, 1995, increased by 
75% compared to the previous year. Sultana imports 
totalled 5,899 tonnes, of which 5,190 tonnes were of 
Turkish origin. 
This increase in imports shows the sensitivity between 
the price of imports and Australian fruit. This sensitivity 
was compounded by the $100 per tonne increase in price 
for Australian Sultanas taken in February 1994. 
The comparative level of Sultana imports is shown in the 
following chart: 

Accumulated Australian Sultana 
Imports 

1992, 1993 & 1994 Marketing Years 

MAR. APR. MAY JUN. JUL AUG. SEP. OCT. NCN. DEC. JAN. FEB. 

It is likely that the 1995!96 marketing year will see a 
further increase in Sultana imports, particularly by 
manufacturers seeking access to cheaply priced 
ingredients. The limited supply of low grades from the 
1995 harvest, particularly the limited availability of special 
manufacturing grade Sultanas, will merely make imported 
fruit more attractive to many buyers. 
The 1994/95 marketing year saw a further increase in the 
import of Currants reaching 831 tonnes compared to 697 
tonnes in the previous year, and only 41 tonnes in the 
year before that. 
Imports of Dried Apricots continue their dramatic growth 
with 4,810 tonnes being imported in the year to February 
28, 1995. 4,310 tonnes of this fruit originated from 
Turkey. This increase in the level of Apricot imports was 
foreshadowed in last year's Federal Council report due to 
the continuing low production of Australian Dried Apricots. 
The marketing opportunity lost over the last 2 seasons 
due to lack of supply will be very difficult to recover as 
Turkish Dried Apricots have now built a very strong 
market base within Australia, in 1994!95 accounting for 
approximately two-thirds of the total Australian supply 
from all sources. With total imports running at close to 
75% of market requirements, the use of Australian fruit is 
very much in the minority and its position is being eroded 
even in the premium, retail packet sector of the market. 
The comparative level of Apricot imports is shown in the 
following chart: 
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Import Duties: The progressive phase-down of duties 
applying to the import of Dried Fruits into Australia is well 
advanced, with only nominal rates of tariff now applying. 
The rates applying under the phase-down are: 

Dried Vine Fruit Dried Tree Fruit 
General Concessional General Concessional 

Rate Rate Rate Rate 

1 July 1995 8% 

1996 & 5% 
thereafter 

8% 

5% 

7% 5% 

5% 5% 

All Dried Fruit import duties, whether for Vine Fruits or 
Tree Fruits, or for fruit fro m developing countries, are 
now very close to being the same rate. 
As from July 1, 1996 all imports will be subject to the 
same low 5% import duty, offering minimal protection to 
Australian growers. 
The progressively lower import duties have already 
encouraged higher levels of imports and depressed price 
levels within the domestic market. 
It is a subject of great disappointment and frustration that 
import duties for the Dried Fruits Industry will stabilise at 
a low 5%, while those for more politically sensitive, 
protected industries like motor vehicles will bottom out at 
25%. 
Promotion: The ADFA marketing agents have continued 
to play the major role in promoting Australian Dried Fruit 
in the domestic market, utilising their own funds to 
supplement those provided by growers for promotional 
purposes. Please refer to the marketing reports supplied 
by ADFS and Robinvale Producers for further details in 
regard to their past and proposed promotions. 
ADFA Food Advisory Services has assisted the marketing 
agents and also undertaken promotion activities of its 
own initiative. The report of the Food Advisory Services 
provides details of these activities. 
Product Development: The ADFA's Dried Vine Fruit 
Research and Development Unit has continued to prefe r 
to supplement the efforts of an ADFA processor or 
marketer in developing new products rather than trying to 
develop new products on its own initiative. 
The most signif icant new product since the 1994 Federal 
Council is the ADFS 'Sunbeam Selections' rang e of 
products. The R&D Unit provided $70,000 of the 
anticipated $1 million development and promotion budget 
for this product range. 
The ADFA sponsored confectionery competition aimed at 
stimulating new confectionery uses for Dried Vine Fru its, 
did not have a large number of entries, but three products 
have been identified as having market potential and have 
been referred to confectionery manufacturers for 
commercial evaluation. 
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7.5 Faster Finalisation: The Board has continued its efforts 
to find ways to speed up the finalisation of seasonal pools 
so that monies can be forwarded to growers as soon as 
possible. 
Tighter finalisation timetables have been developed by 
the Australian Dried Fruits Board and the ADFA. 
The Board of Management has also proposed the faster 
finalisation of Dried Vine Fruit pools by transfer of small 
volumes of unsold stock to the pool of the same variety of 
the following season. Analysis of the Season 1993 
Sultana pool showed that it was delayed by almost four 
months by 723 tonnes of fruit representing only 1.8% of 
the total pack. Importantly, the difference between the 
estimated value as at May 31, 1994, and its ultimate final 
value was only $2 per tonne. 
The Board does not believe it is sensible to delay 
finalisation to growers by three or four months to chase 
the last $2 of value. 
In pursuing faster finalisation, the ADFA put a proposal to 
the ADFB to allow interim adjustments of the export 
equalization arrangements under the Dried Vine Fruits 
Equalization Act. While the ADFB supported this 
proposal, unfortunately a Government solicitor ruled that 
the Act did not have the necessary flexibility . 
While accepting this ruling, the ADFA has pursued 
voluntary arrangements to achieve faster finalisation. 

7.6 Australian Dried Fruits Board: The ADFA has continued 
to support the operation of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Board (ADFB). 
During the year the Board of Management appointed an 
independent Selection Committee to nominate f ive 
persons for membership of the ADFB for a term of three 
years from July 1, 1994. The Australian Horticultural 
Corporation approved the nominations by appointing: 
Messrs Henry Tankard , Neil White, Michael Worthington, 
Malcolm Vawser, and Robert Blenkiron as members of 
the ADFB. 
The Board also welcomed the decision of the Australian 
Horticultural Corporation to reappoint Mr John Lester as 
the ADFB Chairman. 
Mr Worthington has resigned from the ADFB effective 
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f rom July 1, 1995. The selection process to nominate a 
replacement is under way. 

7.7 Made In Australia Labelling: The ADFA has continued to 
be involved in the debate over "Made in Australia" 
labelling. 
In 1994 the Federal Government proposed legislation to 
clarify country of origin labelling requirements. The 
Government's proposal aimed to reserve the terms 
"Product of Australia" and "Produce of Australia" for 
goods which are of Australian origin and with all major 
ingredients being of Australian origin. 
The term "Made in Australia" would rely on the test of 
where the goods acquired their essential character 
without the reference to the origin of the ingredients, e.g. 
imported peanuts crushed into peanut butter would 
become "Made in Australia". 
The ADFA bel ieves that the term "Made in Australia" 
without any further qualification should meet the same 
requirements as "Product of Australia", and that goods 
incorporating imported ingredients be permitted to be 
labelled, as appropriate, as either "Made in Australia from 
Imported Ingredients" or "Made in Australia from Local 
and Imported Ingredients". 

Does this really mean what we think it does? 
These views were put to the Minister for Consumer 
Affairs during a meeting in the ADFA's offices in July 
1994. Following these and other representations the 
Minister has agreed to defer legislation until the National 
Food Authority has reconsidered its position about the 
improved labelling requirements for food. 

7.8 Drv Versus Wine: The Board of Management published 
a paper by Sunraysia District Council on why growers 
should dry their Sultanas rather than deliver them to 
wineries. 
This information paper was followed up by press releases 
in February demonstrating that the favourable drying 
ratios meant that growers could return 40% more from 
drying their Sultanas as per the following example: 

EXAMPLE COMPARATIVE RETURNS: 

Assume 8 tonnes fresh sultanas. 
Drying ratio of 3.8 to 1 gives 2.1 dried tonnes 

Wine Dried 

income 8 X $265 $2120 2.1 X $1480 $3108 
expenses 8 X $57 456 2.1 X $372 ___1§.1 
margin $1664 $2327 

Return from drying is 40% higher than from wine 
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It is understood that some growers welcomed this advice, 
and in fact did dry more Sultanas than originally intended. 

7.9 Production Forecasts: The Board is conscious that the 
lack of reliable pre-harvest production forecasts is 
impeding industry planning, not only in regard to 
marketing, but also in respect to grower financing. 
The Board understands that door and progress payment 
schedules determined by the processors are closely 
linked to the level of production and therefore the range 
of markets that are likely to be serviced. Better 
production forecasts will assist processors in better 
evaluating the payment plans they can offer to growers. 
Improved crop forecasting procedures will be 
implemented for the 1996 Season. 

8. FARM MANAGEMENT 
8.1 Hail Insurance: Extensive negotiations were carried out 

with two insurance companies prior to the 1994/95 hail 
insurance season, leading to the GIO Limited being 
appointed as lead underwriter for the scheme. 

Crop 

A 10% improvement in terms was a major feature of the 
1994/95 arrangements. Growers had the choice of either 
a 10% increase in the value of compensation for the 
same premium as last year; or the same value of 
compensation, but for 10% less premium. 
Other changes included the retention of the $20 million 
aggregate limit for claims, but without any varietal sub
limits, and an increase in the aggregate limit from the $20 
million minimum as the number of insured acres 
increased. 
Hail insurance was offered to all grape and almond 
growers in the Murray Valley between Swan Hill and 
Murray Bridge, the lower Darling, and Menindee as 
follows: 

Option A 

Cost 
Per 

Acre 

Insured 
Value 

Per Acre 

Option B 

Cost 
Per 

Acre 

Insured 
Value 

Per Acre 

Grapes $17.75 $2,180 $16.00 $1 ,980 
Table Grapes $27.90 $3,080* $25.20 $2,800* 
Almonds N/A N/A $28.00 $2,000 

* Maximum value: Initial insured values of $2,475 (option 
A) and $2,250 at October 1 rose by $1 1 per day to the 
maximums shown. 
A total of 1,718 applications for cover were processed by 
the ADFA covering 30,932 acres of insured crops. 
Assessments of damage arose from two storms, with five 
assessments being conducted, with a total payout of 
$8,321 .89. 

8.2 Facilitating Excellence In Dried Vine Fruit Production: 
The ADFA has successfully applied to the Department of 
Primary Industries and Energy's Agribusiness Program 
for funding for "Facilitating Excellence In Dried Vine Fruit 
Production". 
This program is a joint initiative by the ADFA, the Dried 
Fruits Research and Development Council, and the 
Riverlink agencies comprising the CSIRO and the State 
Agriculture Department of Victoria, N.S.W. and S.A. 
The aim of "Facilitating Excellence In Dried Vine Fruit 
Production" is to assist growers in making strategic plans 
on how to best undertake the development of their 
properties and the achievement of world best practice in 
regard to product quality and product efficiency. 
The funding provided by the Federal Government has 
allowed the appointment of an Industry Development 
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Officer who will act as a facilitator to grower discussion 
groups. 
A related grant from the Land and Water Research and 
Development Corporation to the Victorian Department of 
Agriculture has provided for a caravan to be used a 
mobile information centre. This will allow the facilitator to 
take specialist information to the grower discussion 
groups. 
The total budget for the first three years, including all 
grants, is $890,326, with the Agribusiness grant being 
$228,782. 

Newly appointed Industry Development Officer with the 
Facilitating Excellence program, Mr Stephen Kelly who 
commenced duties on July 3, 1995. 
8.3 DVF Production Manual: The ADFA is also committed to 

providing all ADFA Dried Vine Fru it growers with a 
production manual detailing best practice operations for 
the production of quality Dried Vine Fruits. 
Mr Ross Skinner, formerly the ADFA's Assistant General 
Manager and now Executive Officer with the Dried Fruits 
Research and Development Council, is, with the 
assistance of a Grower Advisory Committee, editing the 
various scientific contributions received for the manual. 
The estimated total cost of publication and distribution is 
$80,000, of which the ADFA and the Agribusiness 
Program will provide $40,000 each. 

8.4 Industrial Relations: The ADFA's Committee On 
Industrial Relations has dealt with a number of important 
issues over the past year, notably an $8 per week safety 
net adjustment to picking rates and a proposal fo r an 
amalgamated award to cover all horticulture. A full report 
on the operation of this Committee, together w ith further 
details on these issues, appeared as an appendix to this 
report. 

8.5 Compulsory Superannuation: The ADFA has cont inued 
to seek modifications to the manner in which the 
Government's Superannuation Guarantee Charge is 
applied to casual and part-time employees. 
It is recognised that both the Government and the 
Opposition is committed to a retirement and incomes 
policy, but the ADFA continues to push for the present 
threshold, before payments of compulsory 
superannuation are required, to be increased from $450 
per month to $1 ,350 per quarter. 
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The ADFA has taken the opportunity of the introduction of 
legislation to protect small superannuation accounts to 
again press the need for a higher quarterly threshold. 

8.6 Harvest Labour: The shortage of harvest labour was a 
major concern during the harvest of Season 1995 crops. 
Had the grape crop been larger, major difficulties would 
have arisen in its timely harvest. 
Prior to harvest, the ADFA was pleased to receive advice 
from the Minister for Social Security that unemployed 
persons in receipt of JobSearch or NewStart allowances 
would be obliged to accept referral to harvest vacancies 
provided the positions were suited to their education, 
experience, skills, age, and physical condition. In short, 
unemployed people who were unable to provide evidence 
that they were unable to undertake harvest would lose 
their entitlement to allowances for a specified period. 
Despite these measures there was a shortage of harvest 
labour. The ADFA assisted the Growers' Conciliation and 
Labour League in issuing press releases to Melbourne, 
Sydney, and Adelaide indicating that work was 
immediately available for 1,000 people to harvest the 
annual grape crop. 
The Board is concerned that the availability of harvest 
labour will further deteriorate as unemployment levels 
decline, and has taken great interest in the discussions 
between the Growers' Conciliation and Labour League 
and the Department of Employment, Education and 
Training in regard to reviewing harvest recruitment 
measures. 

8.7 Tax Write-Off Of New Plantings: The Government has 
announced that long life horticultural plantings, other than 
grape vines, will be capable of being depreciated over 
their life span. 
Grape vines will remain eligible for a tax write-off over 
four years. 
The ADFA is opposed to the discriminatory nature of 
these arrangements and will seek to have the 
Government introduce improved arrangements for Tree 
Fruits. 

8.8 Survey Of Carina Plantings: The Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS) survey of grape vine plantings failed to 
provide meaningful data of a breakdown between Carinas 
and other Currants. 
The ASS has acknowledged that this failure was due to 
poor survey design, and will repeat the process during 
1995 using an improved survey form. 

8.9 Chemical Residues: The ADFA has continued to take an 
active role in the voluntary initiatives to test Dried Fruits 
for chemical residues. 
These initiatives have been very successful, both in 
relation to the screening of the fruit of every grower on 
receival at a packing shed, and the completely nil results 
obtained when packed samples of the three Dried Vine 
Fruit varieties were subjected to the equivalent chemical 
residue screen as applied to fruit entering the United 
Kingdom. 

8.10 Spray Diary: The ADFA has continued to encourage 
growers to take a responsible attitude to the use of 
chemicals by again producing a comprehensive spray 
diary. The spray diary assists growers by providing up
to-date information on the chemicals suitable for 
treatment and prevention of a range of pests and 
diseases; coloured photographs to assist in pest and 
disease identification; information on spray rates and 
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timings; and a structured manner in which growers can 
record their own spray applications. 
This diary has been provided free of charge to all ADFA 
grower members. 

1
\ §PRAY 

the Dried Vine Fruit Weed Seed Free Property Assurance 
Program. 
Season 1995 saw 34 continuing growers and five new 
growers participating in the program. Their properties are 
inspected three t imes a year for possible sources of weed 
seed contamination, with any detection of a weed seed 
plant or seed leading to their disqualification. 
Participating growers receive a premium of $40 per tonne 
for all Dried Vine Fruits delivered from the certified 
property. 

8.12 Research '94 Field Day: The ADFA Production Problems 
Committee conducted a very successful field day on the 
topic of application of research results. 
130 growers attended the morning session to view 
updated processing equipment at the Mildura Co
operative Fruit Company and handling and packeting 
equipment at Australian Dried Fruits Sales. 
The afternoon sessions involved growers in reviewing 
commercial trellis drying operations, subsurface irrigation, 
salt tolerant rootstocks, trellis and end post assemblies, 
and property management planning. 

8.13 Production Problems: The ADFA Production Problems 
Committee oversaw the operation of the above field day. 
The Committee was also active in a number of other 
areas throughout the year. Their activities were reported 
in detail in an appendix to this report. 
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Russell Lynch, Rob Walker and Mark Cooper at 
'Research '94'. 
8.14 Water Policy: The ADFA is concerned about the impact 

on irrigators of the agreement reached by the Council of 
Australian Governments (COAG) on water issues. 
This water policy is just one application of the COAG 
adoption of the thrust of the Hilmer report on competition 
and deregulation. 
The COAG water policy provides for: 

Changing pricing regimes to ensure that in time 
charges fully recoup operating costs and contain a 
component to enable supply systems to be 
maintained and refurbished or replaced as 
appropriate; 
Ensuring that future investment in new schemes, 
replacement or extensions to existing schemes be 
only undertaken after vigorous assessment indicates 
that they are economically viable and ecologically 
sustainable; 
Formalising water entitlement systems, including 
allocations for the environment; 
The introduction of more widespread trading in water 
entitlements within the social, physical and ecological 
constraints of catchments; 
Greater efficiency in service delivery; 
Changed institutional roles and responsibilities, 
including devolution where appropriate, of 
operational responsibility and control for irrigation 
schemes. 

The ADFA believes other aspects of the COAG 
agreement on competition which will impact on irrigators 
are: 
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All Government business enterprises to be subject to 
similar taxation imposts as private businesses; 
Recognition of the right of States to collect a 
dividend from State Government business 
enterprises; 
A substantial component of the capital cost of 
construction of water catchments should be borne by 
the community. There should be no back dated 
decisions on the share of original construction costs 
or cost recovery; and 
Irrigators should be responsible for the fol lowing 
costs involved in the delivery of water: operations, 
maintenance, administration, and replacement and 
refurbishment of local water distribution 
infrastructure. 

8.15 Water and Environment: The ADFA has continued to be 
active on the issue of water quality within the Murray 
Darling system, and has pursued a number of areas of 
concern over the past year. Further details were 
contained in the report of the Water and Environment 
Group, attached as Appendix 4 to this report. 

9. PROCESSING 
9.1 Dried Vine Fruit Classing: A substantial review of Dried 

Vine Fruit classing procedures for Victoria and N.S.W. 
was undertaken prior to the 1995 harvest. 
A proposal by the Victo rian Dried Fruits Board for the 
introduction of centralised classing was not adopted. 
Instead, a revised system was inst ituted which called for 
the majority of fruit to be classed while still in the bin 
immediately after being unloaded at the receival point. 
This system intended that a minority of receivals would 
require samples to be taken for assessment in the blue 
room. 
Under the arrangements instituted , the sorters employed 
by the packing sheds assisted classers in identifying the 
characteristics of the fruit and ascertaining the 
appropriate grade. 
The ADFA also supported a formal ag reement between 
the Victorian Dried Fruits Board and processors in regard 
to how the classing and receival process would operate. 
This process drew upon: the efficiencies introduced by 
the VDFB for the 1994 Season; specified standard 
operating procedures for sorting and bin t ipper operators; 
the difference between non-conformity and critical 
non-confo rmity when breaches of operating requirements 
were detected. The new arrangements also made al l 
packing shed staff involved in the receival process 
subject to the direction of VDFB inspectors and classers, 
and provided a mechanism for processors to lodge 
complaints against any VDFB staff member. 
The overriding consideration in adopting these measures 
was to improve the integrity of the Dried Vine Fruits 
classing scheme without introducing the major change 
which would be required by centralised classing. 
Both positive and negative reactions have been received 
as to the success of the new arrangements. These 
issues are being considered by the Receivals and 
Processing Committee, w ith its recommendations to be 
considered by Federal Council. 

9.2 Fee-For-Service Classing: The Board of Management is 
of the view that the introduct ion of classing on a fee-fo r
service basis paid by processors would greatly assist in 
triggering the introduction of new efficiencies, with 
benefits to all growers. 
Processors have acknowledged that they would 
reappraise the number of receival depots, hours of 
operation, and the possibility of implementing book-in 
times, etc., if they were to be directly charged for the 
classing services utilised by their company. 
The ADFA recommended to the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board that fee-for-service shou ld be introduced for the 
1995 Season. 
The Victorian Dried Fru its Board did not implement fee
for-service for 1995, but has indicated that it will review 
the matter before the next harvest. 

9.3 Qualitv: Dried fruit processors have continued their 
efforts to improve the quality of fruit packed out from their 
establishments. 
Foremost in the assessment of quality is the recognition 
of the importance of meet ing the expectations of the 
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ultimate buyer. 
During the year the lrymple branch of the Mildura Fruit 
Co-operative Co. Ltd., lrymple Packing Pty. Ltd., and 
Samia Packing Pty. Ltd . were certified to have reached 
the standard of processing control required by the 
international ISO 9002 accreditation. These two 
companies are the largest Australian processors of Dried 
Vine Fruits and are both ADFA members. 

9.4 Grade Specifications: It has become increasingly evident 
over recent years that market expectations in respect to 
dried fruit characteristics are not necessarily well 
represented by the minimum grade specifications. 
This is particularly true for 5 Crown Light Sultanas where 
the grade specification allows up to 10% of dark berries 
against the light amber background fru it. This problem is 
one of both magnitude of 10%, and the range of colours 
which can presently be represented within this 10% 
tolerance: brown, dark brown, and black. 
Market expectations, partly fuelled by the consistent high 
quality crops of the late 1980's are for light coloured fruit 
with a minimum of contrasting berries, and in particular 
no black berries. 
The industry considered tightening the grade 
specifications so as to better describe buyer expectations 
and to be more competitive with alternative suppliers, 
especially Turkey. 
However this step was not pursued because of concern 
about the ramifications on growers when the packout 
specifications were translated into receival standards. 
Less fruit would be classified upon receival as 5 Crown, 
and this in turn would send the wrong signals in the 
competition with wineries for fruit. 
An alternative position is now highly favoured. This is 
based upon the observation that 5 Crown Light Fruit 
presently covers a broad spectrum, while minimal 
tonnage is received as 6 Crown. The proposal is to 
amend the specifications for 6 Crown Fruit so that the 
better 5 Crown Fruit, particularly those with a lesser 
number of berries of contrasting colour, would be 
received as 6 Crown. This proposal would seem to 
address the concerns of growers about the wide range of 
fruit that is presently received into 5 Crown, and also 
provide a positive incentive to ensure that fruit is of the 
best possible quality. This matter will be considered by 
Federal Council. 
In another development, the high expectations of 
segments of the German market have been met by 
colour sorting of approximately 4,000 tonnes of Sultanas. 
The cost of this process is quite high due to the slow 
processing speeds required and the fact that 
approximately two good berries are rejected for every 
target dark berry. However the cost of the additional 
processing is being met entirely from the premium being 
paid by the buyers. 
While the trial shipment was produced by Samia Packing, 
Mildura Co-operative, Robinvale Producers, and Angas 
Pari< have been all allocated a share of this market. 
This OS (Deutschland Super) pack is another example of 
processors acting to meet buyer expectations, and as 
such, is not subject to Australian Quarantine and 
Inspection Service (AQIS) inspection over and above that 
required for 5 Crown Light. 

9.5 Processing Improvements: All Dried Vine Fruit 
processors have continued to improve the equipment 

August 1995 - Australian Dried Fruits Association News 

they are using to clean and pack fruit. One significant 
improvement which was at the research stage last year, 
and which is now being adopted on a commercial scale is 
the use of a flight elevator to meter fruit into the 
processing line. 
ADFA processors have been invited to address Federal 
Council on this and other initiatives to improve their 
processing capability. 

9.6 Integrated Classing and Qualitv Monitoring System: 
Unfortunately, continuing delays in software development 
prevented trialling during the 1995 harvest of the 
computer based integrated classing and quality 
monitoring system for Dried Vine Fruit receivals. 
Trialling of the system has commenced, and it should be 
implemented for the 1996 Season. 

9.7 AQIS Inspection Charges: The ADFA successfully 
negotiated with AQIS for reduced inspection charges for 
1994/95. 
One significant improvement was the introduction of 15 
minute charging intervals following the initial half hour. 
However the most significant outcome was the 
recognition by AQIS that they had overcharged for Dried 
Fruit inspections during 1993/94 by $207,903. AQIS was 
not prepared to make a cash refund of this amount, but 
the inspection fees for 1994/95 are subject to a rebate 
reducing the nominal half hour charge of $82 to $29, and 
the quarter hour charge from $28 to $10. 

10. RESEARCH 
10.1 Dried Fruits Research and Development Council: The 

Dried Fruits Research and Development Council 
(DFRDC) has continued to direct the major research and 
development initiatives of the industry. 
The DFRDC is financed by a levy on all Dried Fruits 
production with the Government matching expenditure on 
a dollar-for-dollar basis. In 1994/95 the DFRDC 
administered an annual budget of $1.2 million for Dried 
Vine Fruits, $150,000 for Dried Tree Fruits and $150,000 
for Prunes. 
The research levy is presently $8.50 per tonne for Dried 
Vine Fruits, $25.00 for Dried Tree Fruits, and $13.00 for 
Prunes. 
The ADFA was represented by the Board Chairman in the 
process to select the members of the DFRDC for a three 
year term commencing July 1, 1995. Continuing 
members of the DFRDC are Mr R. Taylor (Chairman), Mr 
R. Blenkiron, Mr B. Gledhill, Mr K. Sticpewich and Dr. R. 
Walker. New members are Dr Greg Buchanan, Dr Prue 
McMichael, and Mr Ivan Shaw. 
The ADFA strongly supports the structure and priorities of 
the DFRDC. It also recognises the close co-operation 
that the DFRDC facilitates between researchers, 
processors, marketers, the ADFA, and other interested 
parties. 
A more detailed report of the DFRDC will be provided by 
its Chairman to Federal Council. The DFRDC also 
prepares a formal annual report which is available to 
interested parties. 

10.2 Research and Development Funding: The ADFA is 
extremely concerned with the proposal of the Industry 
Commission for a reduction in Federal Government 
funding of rural research and development. This 
proposal is contained within the Commission's draft report 
into research and development and suggests that the 
Government contribution should be reduced from the 
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present $1 for $1 arrangement, to $1 from Government 
for every $4 industry contribution. 
Other rural organisations, including the National Farmers' 
Federation, are also opposed to the Industry Commission 
proposal. 
History suggests that it is unlikely that the Industry 
Commission's final recommendations will vary greatly 
from its draft proposals. The ADFA will ensure that a 
strong alternative view is presented to Government. 

10.3 Co-operative Research Centre for Viticulture: The ADFA 
is represented on the Board of Management of the Co
operative Research Centre for Viticulture (CRCV) by 
former ADFA Chairman, Mr Henry Tankard. 
An ADFA representative on the CRCV Board ensures 
that the Dried Vine Fruits Industry is not overlooked in the 
allocation to projects of the $12 million of Commonwealth 
funds over seven years to be provided to undertake 
co-operative research on behalf of the Australian 
viticultural industries. 

10.4 Australian Council for Viticulture: The ADFA is 
represented on the Australian Council for Viticulture 
(ACV) by Mr Peter Macintosh, Chairman of the ADFA 
Board of Management. 
The purpose of the ACV is to co-ordinate the viticultural 
industries in regard to research, education, and 
information transfer. The ADFA is continuing to evaluate 
the benefits of membership of the ACV. 

11. INDUSTRY ECONOMY 
11 .1 Horticultural Task Force: The Federal Government has 

announced its response to the recommendations of the 
Horticultural Task Force, which also comprised the 
recommendations of the Dried Vine Fruits Working 
Group. 
The ADFA is disappointed with the bland response of the 
Government to the recommendation calling for "A clear 
message from the Government that the ADFB will be 
retained as an independent authority with its present 
powers and functions." 
As previously mentioned in this report, the ADFA is also 
disappointed that the Government has seen fit to 
introduce different depreciation arrangements for long life 
horticultural plantings other than grape vines. 
The ADFA is neither surprised nor disappointed that the 
Government has rejected the "Insurance" scheme 
proposal suggested as a replacement for Dried Sultana 
underwriting. 
A copy of the Government response to the Dried Vine 
Fruits Working Group's recommendations was attached 
as Appendix 9. 

11 .2 National Competition Policy: The Council of Australian 
Governments (COAG) has reached agreement on a 
framework for a National Competition Policy. 
The COAG agreement provides a timetable for reforms, 
with the States receiving from the Commonwealth 
additional funding as reforms are introduced: 

1997-1998: Reforms required in electricity, gas, 
road user charges for heavy vehicles. 
Incentive payment: $200 million. 

1999-2000: Reforms required in water delivery. 
Incentive payment: $200 million. 

2001-2002: All reforms to be completed. 
Incentive payment: $200 million. 
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If all of the reforms are in place by 2002, the Federal 
Government will continue to pay to the States $600 
million per annum. This will provide a substantial 
incentive for the States to undertake the planned reforms. 
The other reforms required in the third t ier includes the 
review of statutory marketing authorities, e.g. the 
Australian Dried Fruits Board and the four State Dried 
Fruits Boards. 
The Industry Commission has assessed that food prices 
will fall if farmers are no longer forced to t rade through 
statutory marketing authorities. While this is largely a 
comment on other arrangements which, unlike Dried 
Fruits, have a substantial impact on domestic prices, it 
must be expected that a fall in food prices also indicates 
a fall in returns to farmers. 
The ADFA is concerned that the impact on farmers, 
including Dried Fruit producers, will not be limited to the 
prices effect. Part of the competition policy agenda is 
likely to see increases in costs flowing from water, 
electricity, road user charges, etc. 
Some States are more advanced in their reform agendas, 
e.g. Victorian dried fru it irrigators are already meeting full 
cost recovery object ives, but face the prospect of further 
increases in charges to meet tax equivalent 
requ irements, a State Government dividend, and 
improvements in dam safety. 
The Board of Management is very concerned about the 
potential for these reforms to impact negatively on the 
Dried Fruits Industry and is presently attempting to 
assess the balance of positives and negatives. 
The Board is committed to making strong representations 
to both Federal and State Governments to protect the 
livelihood of Dried Fruit producers. 

11 .3 Wine Tax: In 1994 the Federal Government formed a 
Committee of Inquiry into the Wine Grape and Wine 
Industry following wine industry concern about a 
proposed increase in the rate of sales tax applying to 
wine. 
The draft report of this inquiry was released in March 
1995. While there was a difference of opinion between 
members as to the amount and method, the report 
recommended an increase in the level of tax to be 
applied against wine. 
The imposition of higher taxes are anticipated to lead to 
reductions in demand for non-premium wine. On one 
hand, the Board can see that a reduction in demand for 
non-premium wine would enhance the position of Dried 
Vine Fruit production by encouraging the earlier return to 
drying of Sultanas which will be ultimately forced out of 
the wine industry by increased plantings of varietals. On 
the other hand, the Board can see that the increased 
sales tax will lead to reduced incomes to grape growers. 
The Board came to the conclusion that any tax which 
impacts negatively on grape growers is a bad tax, and 
accordingly has opposed the proposed taxation 
increases. 

11.4 Rural Adjustment Scheme: The ADFA presented a 
submission to the Senate Standing Committee on Aura 
and Regional Affairs' Inquiry into the Rural Adjustmen· 
Scheme. 
In its submission, the ADFA indicated that the existin~ 
Rural Adjustment Scheme was not meeting its statec 
objectives of improving the productivity, sustainability 
and profitability of farming enterprises. 
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The following weaknesses in the Rural Adjustment 
Scheme were identified by the ADFA: 
1. Applications being subject to both a means test and 

a viability test. 
2. A restriction of the percentage of income that the 

applicant can receive from non-farm sources. 
3. The provision of interest subsidies on commercial 

loans in lieu of the more appropriate provision of 
loans at concessional rates of interest. 

4. The restriction of interest subsidies to the take-up of 
new debt. 

5. The poor extension to growers of the scope and pre-
requisites of RAS. 

The Senate Committee's report reached similar 
conclusions as to that presented by the ADFA. 
To date, the ADFA has not been able to identify any 
substantial improvement in the operation of the Rural 
Adjustment Scheme. 

11.5 Regional Development: The ADFA has been heavily 
involved in the regional development initiative of SunRISE 
21 (Sunraysia Regional Initiative for a Sustainable 
Economy 21st Century). 
SunRISE 21 is one of two regional case studies initiated 
following the Prime Minister's Working Nation Statement. 
Its aim is to integrate natural resource management and 
economic development on a regional basis. SunRISE 21 
has been allocated $5.1 million of Federal and State 
funds over three years to plan and implement a 
development strategy for Sunraysia. 
The ADFA Board Chairman, Mr Peter Macintosh, is a 
foundation member of SunRISE 21. The involvement of 
the Dried Fruits Industry has been further enhanced by 
the appointment in March of Mr Henry Tankard as 
Chairman of SunRISE 21 . 

11 .6 New Processors: The removal of the discretion for the 
State Dried Fruits Boards to refuse the registration of a 
new processor is already impacting on the industry. 
The Sun Dried Fruit Packing Company has been 
registered in Victoria and D. & N. Matulick and Toora Vale 
have become more active in South Australia. 
The ADFA is committed to the principles of orderly 
marketing and is concerned that these new players may 
trigger a price war to the ultimate detriment of growers. 
The ADFA has approached each of the above parties in 
regard to the need for a co-ordinated approach on many 
issues, preferably through membership of the ADFA. No 
commitment has been received by any of these parties 
who seem committed to pursuing their own ends. 
The ADFA is also aware that other parties are 
considering the establishment of additional processing 
facilities. 
These developments would run contrary to the continuing 
rationalisation of existing Dried Fruit processors in pursuit 
of economic efficiencies. The latest being the withdrawal 
from Waikerie Producers Ltd. from the processing of 
Dried Tree Fruits. 

11.7 Market Entitlements/Grower Contracts: The Board has 
continued to explore mechanisms such as two and three 
pool arrangements; continuity differentials (both fixed and 
variable rates); and contracts between processors and 
growers. 
Continuity differential arrangements have been available 
for general implementation on Dried Vine Fruits and Tree 
Fruits since the 1993 Season. 
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The continuity differential arrangement outlined by the 
Board in September 1992 allowed processors to provide 
higher payments to those growers who met the packer's 
requirements in regard to providing a continuous supply 
of product to the packer. 
The maximum value of a continuity differential was set at 
10% for Dried Tree Fruits and 20% for Dried Vine Fruits, 
with this maximum limit being applied against the base 
grade of each variety. In effect the continuity differential 
could be applied in the same way as the existing grade 
differentials, with the rider that no grower could be paid 
for the same grade of fruit more than 20% than any other 
grower. 
To date no processor has shown any interest in 
implementing such an arrangement. 
In late 1993 an in-principle agreement was reached in 
regard to Season 1994 Raisins. This industry agreement 
provided for a two pool arrangement with a pool one 
capacity of 3,550 tonnes. However a second pool did not 
eventuate as actual Raisin production was only about half 
the required tonnage. Even less Raisins were produced 
in Season 1995. 
The Board has identified the following positives and 
negatives to the implementation of entitlements or 
contracts: 
Benefits: 

Protect interests of growers who demonstrate a long 
term commitment to producing Dried Fruits. 
Better matching of the supply of Dried Fruits to meet 
market demand. 

Negatives: 
Government unwilling to provide legislative backing, 
therefore any arrangement would need to be 
voluntary. 
Any proposal to pay some growers a premium would 
necessarily mean that other growers will be paid 
less. 
Disgruntled growers may seek alternative market 
outlets, thus leading to pressure to undercut the 
prices recommended by the ADFA which are the 
linchpin of maximising returns to growers. 
Voluntary arrangements can be undermined by new 
entrants, especially as State Dried Fruit Boards can 
no longer refuse to register a packing house that is 
built to adequate standards. 
Voluntary arrangements also face the risk of existing 
members opting out. 
A voluntary system is a poor basis on which to erect 
a complex centralised administrative system, e.g. as 
in the 1984 market entitlement proposal. (Thus the 
recent concentration on processor based systems) . 
Would not encourage growers to dry additional fruit. 
It has been noted by some that all Dried Vine Fruit 
production of the last three seasons would have 
been within the core entitlement/pool one/contract 
tonnage. Accordingly some believe that 
consideration of these mechanisms should be 
deferred until over-supply conditions are anticipated. 
Serious problems in allocating tonnage to growers 
who are improving their productive capacity, or 
changing the size of their land holding. 
Grower/processor contracts will create a lack of 
choice by tying growers to a single processor. 
Problems in regard to apparent equity and conflict 
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with industry orientation to quality will arise where a 
grower delivering a lower grade fruit within 
entitlement receives a greater payment than another 
grower delivering better quality fruit outside of 
entitlement. Eg. Assume a continuity differential of 
$200 per tonne applying to Sultanas with existing 
grade differentials (Values for example purposes 
only): 

Grade 
5 
4 
3 
2 

Final Return to Grower 
With Differential Without Differential 

$1 ,500 $1 ,300 
$1 ,460 $1,260 
$1,420 $1,220 
$1 ,270 $1,070 
$1,240 $1,040 

Note: 2 crown with differential: receives more than 4 
crown without differential; and only $30 per tonne less 
than 5 crown without differential. 
In recent months a more fundamental issue has arisen. 
Some people believe that there is a basic incompatibility 
between entitlements/contracts and equalization of 
returns. Under this line of reasoning, processors and 
marketers will only be able to offer meaningful contracts 
with growers when equalization of returns has been 
abolished. 
The abolition of equalization would be a fundamental 
change from the long held policy of the ADFA. The 
Board is not presently prepared to propose such a radical 
change but will give further consideration to the positives 
and negatives of present equalization arrangements. 

12. ADMINISTRATION 
12.1 Expenditure Review: Over the past year the Board has 

given considerable attention to the financial position of 
the ADFA. This has occurred on two levels. 
The larger picture, including such issues as: the future 
size of the Dried Fruits Industry; industry structure; ADFA 
responsibilities and costs; and the future of Food 
Advisory Services are addressed in the review of industry 
and ADFA structure attached as Append ix 8 to this 
report. 
The more immediate need of minimising expenditure and 
maximising income from non-levy sources has also been 
addressed. In this regard the Board has been very 
conscious of the need to minimise the levy load on 
growers. Further details in regard to budget and levy 
recommendations were contained in the report of the 
1995!96 Budget Review contained within the Financial 
reports. 
The Board has also continued to pursue negotiations with 
Angas Park in regard to firstly: Angas Park taking up full 
membership of the ADFA; and secondly, when this 
invitation was rejected, a voluntary payment by Angas 
Park to the ADFA in respect of the considerable services 
provided to the industry by ADFA. 
Angas Park has acknowledged that the ADFA does 
provide services of benefit to the whole industry and 
indicated that it does not wish to be a 'free rider'. 
Unfortunately no agreement is in sight on the value of 
such a contribution. 

12.2 Three State Board Centralised Administration: The ADFA 
is of the view that substantial savings could be made by 
centralising the administration of the State Boards of 
Victoria, N.S.W., and SA 
The Board has recommended that the three State Boards 
centralise their administrative functions at one office in 
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Mildura, with one staff member acting as Secretary to all 
three Boards. 
This proposal has met with a mixed reception, but is 
presently under review by the State Boards Consultative 
Committee. 

12.3 ADFB Annual General Meeting: Further cost savings 
have been made available to the industry by the 
Government's acceptance that it was not necessary for 
the Australian Dried Fruits Board to conduct a separate 
annual general meeting. 
Following further representations f rom the ADFA, the 
Government agreed to make this amendment 
retrospective, and accordingly the ADFB will, f rom this 
year, revert to its previous practice of presenting an 
annual report to the ADFA Federal Council. 

12.4 National Farmers' Federation: The ADFA has maintained 
its position as a full commodity member of the National 
Farmers' Federation (NFF). 
The NFF is restructuring its operations into four major 
committees: economics, industrial relations, business 
policy, and environment. 
Mr Peter Macintosh has continued as the ADFA's 
representative to the NFF's Council meetings, and is also 
a member of its Economic Committee. 
The Board is of the view that the ADFA should continue 
its membership of the NFF despite the budgeted cost of 
$36,000 ($32,664 membership plus $3,336 incidentals) . 
This view is based upon the recognition that there are a 
number of initiatives of common interest to all farmers 
which are best pursued on a co-ordinated basis through 
the NFF. Included within these issues are such matters 
as the Federal Government's approach to the balance 
between fiscal and monetary pol icy which greatly impacts 
on interest rates; taxation, e.g. diesel rebates; rural 
funding, e.g. research, Rural Adjustment Scheme; the 
formulation and implementation of the National 
Competition Policy; environment; Occupational Health 
and Safety; industrial relations; etc. In addition there is 
the potential for any advocacy and expert advice required 
on Dried Fruits industrial relations matters to be provided 
by the NFF's professional staff free of any charge to the 
AD FA. 

12.5 ADFA Shop: The ADFA Shop has continued to trade 
profitably. More importantly our Shop provides an 
effective public relations window while showcasing dried 
fruits as part of a healthy diet. 

12.6 Liaison and Media: The ADFA has continued in its efforts 
to keep growers, other industry members, and the 
general public aware of major happenings within the 
industry, and the issues facing it. The major vehicles in 
this regard remain the local media and the ADFA's 
publication, 'The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
News'. The Board records its appreciation to the many 
members of the media who have assisted the ADFA over 
the past year. 

12.7 Government Close liaison has been maintained with 
Government members; Members of Parliament; the 
Officers of various Govern ment departments including 
the Department of Primary Industries and Energy, and 
the State Departments of Agriculture or Primary Industry; 
the CSIRO; the Australian Dried Fruits Board; and the 
various State Boards and the Consultative Committee. 
The Board records its sincere appreciation to all those 
who have assisted the Industry throughout the past year. 

12.8 Auditor: John Keogh and Co. acted as the auditor to the 
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ADFA and its affiliates for the 1994/95 financial year and 
will continue for 1995/96. 

12.9 Staff: The Board commends the highly professional and 
dedicated efforts of the ADFA staff. The Board believes 
that the Industry is extremely well served by the highly 
competent staff at the Head Office, Food Advisory 
Services, and the ADFA Shop. 

APPENDICES 
The following reports were attached and formed part of 
the Board's Report: 
Appendix 1 Branch Tonnage and Grower Representation 
Appendix 2 ADFA Committee on Industrial Relations 

Appendix 3 Production Problems Committee 
Appendix 4 Water and Environment Group 
Appendix 5 ADFA Shop 
Appendix 6 Comparative Account Sales 
Appendix 7 Receivals and Processing Committee 
Appendix 8 Review of Industry and ADFA Structure 
Appendix 9 Government Response to the DVF Working 

Group 

For and on behalf of the Board of Management 
P.J. Macintosh 

CHAIRMAN 

WATER, IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE POLICY 
The ADFA's Water and Environment Group has 

developed a Water, Irrigation and Drainage Policy to 
ensure the dried fruit industry is well represented on river 
and environmental issues. 

ADFA Water and Environment Group Chairman, Vin 
Byrnes, told the 73rd ADFA Federal Council the 
document was required due to the many changes in the 
area of irrigation and water management. 

"The task proved to be an enormous one," Mr Byrnes 
said. 

"The purpose is to provide information on the views 
of the ADFA on what is becoming an increasingly 
important topic for not only dried fruit growers but all 
horticulturists. 

Chairman of the ADFA's Board of Management, Mr Peter 
Macintosh, addressing Federal Council. The highlights of 
Mr Macintosh's speech appear on Page 7 of this edition of 
Australian Dried Fruits Association News. 
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"It is a response to key issues which have arisen 
from the Council of Australian Government's (COAG) 
Water Resources Policy and the reform of State irrigation 
authorities which is being driven by this policy. 

"A broad range of water resource policy issues 
impact on what the ADFA sees as being the three most 
important areas - water resource management, water 
pricing for irrigation, and drainage. 

"These all affect the viability of dried fruit production. 
"The document has been written for the dried fruit 

industry but it is hoped other horticultural industries in 
Sunraysia and the Riverland will embrace some, if not all , 
of its key elements. 

Western Australian representatives at 1995 ADFA Federal 
Council, Reg Roscic, and Bruce Wharton. 
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REPORTS TO FEDERAL COUNCIL BY ADFA MARKETING AGENTS 

ADFA Federal Council has traditionally received 
reports from marketing agents on their activities 
undertaken during the previous year to market and 
promote Australian dried fruit. Marketers also give an 
indication of the outlook for the coming year. 

1995 Federal Council received reports from the 
ADFA's two m::::jor dried fruit marketing agents, Australian 
Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., and Robinvale Producers 
Ltd. The major topics covered in the written reports by 
these two organisations are presented below. 
Australian Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. ,,, -SUNBEAM 

Australian Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. (ADFS) 
General Manager, Mr Neil White, addressed Federal 
Council on the marketing and promotion activities 
undertaken by ADFS during the past year. 

One has to wonder how much more difficult it can 
get. The last three years have been quite difficult, 
however, this year will be the most challenging the 
Industry has faced in a long time. 

The figures for 1994/95 show clearly the problems 
we faced in the last 12 months both in Vine and Tree 
fruits. Markets and customers, both Domestic and 
Export, have been lost due to our inability to supply, and 
we now face a further scaling back in 1995/96 on Vine 
fruit sales. 

We are certainly creating a challenge for ourselves in 
1996, should crops return to anything like normal. 

Tonnage Sales for Marketing Year 1994/95 
Budget Actual Actual Actual 
1994/95 1994/95 1993/94 1992/93 

Cy[[DQts 
2,180 Domestic 2,502 2,076 2,414 

650 Export 306 __§Q 1,524 
2,830 2,808 2,136 3,938 

~YIIIDDI 
17,615 Domestic 14,681 17,857 13,018 
14,700 Export 13,147 40,368 37,925 
32,315 27,828 58,225 50,943 

~~d!i!d 
BDIIID! 

1,670 Domestic 1,508 1,645 1,643 
100 Export ____TI! ~ 368 

1,770 1,587 2,008 2,011 
A'UISC2~S 

360 Domestic 405 620 752 
- Export - ____1g --- -- --

360 405 632 752 
eegcbes 

75 Domestic 44 78 92 
- Export - --- -- --

75 44 78 92 
f.Wi 

60 Domestic 36 71 59 
- Export - - --- - - -- --

. 60 36 71 59 
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Currants 
Our ability to supply our domestic customers showed 

in our increased sales. In particular in the baking trade 
they are a major item and the ability to supply Currants 
helps in selling Sultanas. Export tonnages were well 
down mainly due to much lower prices available out of 
Greece and an uncompetitive price set by the ADFB. 
However, our lack of supply in 1993/94 also lost us 
customers who did not quickly return to Australian fruit. 

The carryover into 1995 has turned out to be very 
useful, given the small 1995 crop. 
Sultanas 

After the work of getting our house back in order in 
1993, we have seen much of this effort now go to waste. 
However, in the industrial area valuable lessons have 
been learnt wh ich will prepare us better for the future. In 
the retail market we have seen a serious decline in 
consumption, which needs to be arrested in 1995. 

Bulk sales declined by some 2,500 MT in 1994 due in 
the most part to the movement towards Turkish fruit. In 
mid-1994 Turkish prices fell considerably and led to a 
renewed rush of imports. As other papers show, 
imported Sultanas rose from 3,360 MT to 5,900 MT, an 
increase of 75%. The bottom end of the market is 
extremely price sensitive and the only way we could have 
arrested this decline would be by policy of dramatically 
reducing prices. The industry decided this was not 
viable. 

Of more concern, however, was the reduction in the 
retail market. While ADFS was able to increase the 
market share of Sunbeam, we saw a 7% decline in vine 
fruit volumes in the year to February 1995. This 
happened despite the fact that promotional activity was 
increased. 

There are two reasons, I believe, for the decline. 
Firstly, the 1994 fruit was of a quality that was less than 
ideal. The market was restricted mainly to 3 crown fruit 
with 2 crown going into Generics. Very little 4 crown was 
available and no 5 crown was sold domestically. Good 
fruit in 1995 will , hopefully, reverse this trend. Secondly, 
and more of a concern, is that changing lifestyles have 
led to a decline in home-baking and younger housewives 
simply do not bake. We are promoting and working as 
hard as we can to maintain this segment, but it will simply 
continue to decline. 

Turkish product is starting to invade the retail market, 
although as yet only small volumes. It does, however, 
pose a major threat to the industry in the longer term. 

In the area of exports, we have seen a two-thirds 
reduction in volumes with many loyal customers not 
supplied with fruit. Combined with the poor quality of the 
fruit we did have, caused major problems. For example, 
despite the small allocation, Germany for the first time 
ever, was unable to move its allocation due the their 
inability to sell 3 crown fruit . What I would call 
'bridgeheads' were maintained in most major markets. 
Seeded Raisins 

While volumes have been restricted, it is fair to say 
that the improved quality of the 1994 pack has meant 
that product was easier to sell. The level of consumer 
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complaints on Raisins was dramatically reduced. 
Export sales were curtailed to only selected 

accounts, and when the even smaller 1995 crop is added 
to the equation, I think it is likely that export Raisins will 
be lost permanently. 
Apricots I Peaches I pears 

The Tree fruit markets are never dull. The Apricot 
harvest in 1994 was insufficient to meet the demand and 
despite ADFS importing fruit from South Africa, many 
accounts, particularly in the Industrial and Food Service 
areas, were lost. 

On the other side were very large intakes of Peaches 
and Pears, in excess of the market's ability to consume 
these varieties. Some of this fruit has now been sold to 
export as a means of moving it. Domestic prices have 
fallen and demand for our fruit declined due to the failure 
of Arnotts Fruitables. 

Imports of Apricots have continued to grow from 
2,990 MT to 4,800 MT, a rise of 60%. We now have a 
situation where two-thirds of the total Australian market is 
now imported fruit. This is a dramatic increase from the 
1,400 MT in 1990. At a price only one-third of Australian 
product, the Turkish fruit is here to stay. 

promotional Income & Exoend!tyre Statement 

Actya! promotional Lew 
1994/95 

1,429,000 Vine Fruit Levy 
112.000 Tree Fruit Levy 

1,541,000 
How the Money was 
~ 

5,000 Media Advertising 
2,135,000 Direct Advertising 

Amount Applied to 
___ - Admin. Costs 

Budaet 
1995/96 

1,356,000 
208,000 

1,564,000 

20,000 
2,350,000 

2,140,000 2,370,000 
As in previous years, it can be seen that we have 

spent considerably more on Promotion than the 
allowance we receive from the ADF A. 

In the last year, however, retailers have increased 
the 'terms' they extract from us and we are now 
committed to spending an additional 1% on retail 
promotion. 

In the coming year there will be a great deal of 
promotional activity and advertising on Sunbeam 
Selections and this will be additional to what we do on 
dried fruit. It should, however, have a positive effect on 
Sunbeam's image. 

Sales Forecasts 1995196 

Actyal Currants Bydget 
1994/95 1995/96 

2,502 Domestic 2 ,500 
306 Export -

2,808 2,500 
Thanks to the carryover from 1994 season it is likely 

that ADFS will be able to get through with Domestic sales 
till 1996 season. We will certainly not be overly 
aggressive in pushing sales of Currants. 
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Actyal Sy!tanas Bydget 
1994/95 1995/96 

14,681 Domestic 14,000 
13,147 Export 11.000 
27,828 25,000 
We are hoping to see some improvement in retail 

sales in the coming year with the better quality fruit. 
Against this we have had to further reduce our sales of 
Special Manufacturing and hand these customers over to 
Turkey. 

Last year we retained beachheads in the major 
markets, this year they will be toeholds. The industry 
should not underestimate the effort that will be required in 
order to regain these markets in the future. 

Actya! Seeded Raisins Budaet 
1994/95 1995/96 

1,508 Domestic 1,150 
~ Export __§Q 
1,587 1,200 

We will be lucky to maintain our retail business this 
year with the low intake. While believing that the Sultana 
and Currant supplies to drying will come back, it is 
unlikely that Raisin production will rise dramatically, nor 
are we likely to have markets willing to pay high prices for 
additional fruit. Export markets on the whole have been 
lost forever. 

Actya! 
1994/95 

405 

405 

Apricots 

Domestic 
Export 

Bydget 
1995/96 

550 
_§Q 

610 
The 1995 crop is of excellent quality and the grades 

are good. We therefore have set about regaining lost 
markets. 

However, due to the large incursion of Turkish fruit 
over the last year and some skirmishing between Angas 
Park and the 'new' packers, the market has become 
unstable and prices have moved down. 

ADFS and it's Packers are putting in place a number 
of measures to increase sales, particularly of retail fruit. 

Actyal Peaches Bydget 
1994/95 1995/96 

44 Domestic 63 
- Export 40 
~ 100 

36 

36 

.P.aii 
Domestic 
Export 

77 
40 

117 
Sales of these minor varieties have been poor both 

due to the cessation of their use in some products and 
the fact that the oversupply has led to increased 
competition. Some export markets are being developed 
which would help to move more of this product. 
Summarv 

The industry has certainly been through somewhat of 
a rollercoaster ride in the last couple of years and we 
have done enormous harm to our markets. We can 
come back from this position but it will not happen 
without some level of pain for us all. 
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Robinvale Producers Ltd. (RP) Marketing Manager, 
Mr. Michael Ryan, presented a report to Federal Council 
on the activities undertaken by his company in the past 
12 months to encourage sales of Australian dried fruit. 

We have created a challenge for ourselves, both 
domestically and overseas. The outcome will be very 
interesting, and nobody can predict the result. It's not the 
ideal environment to be operating in, no matter what 
sector of the industry you're from. As always our future 
relies on the level of production of overseas producing 
countries and the rate of the Australian Dollar. Who 
really knows the outcome? What we do know is that 
over the last 12 months, we have not improved our 
image with customers as being a reliable supplier. 

Sales <tonnesl For Marketing year 1994/95 

BUDGET ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET 
94/95 94/95 93/94 95/96 

Currants 
Domestic 420 409 360 360 
Export ---

420 409 360 360 
Raisins 

Domestic 160 149 122 67 
Export ~ ~ 205 __gQ 

195 188 327 87 
Sultanas 

Domestic 3,000 2,276 2,297 1,900 
Export 1,600 1.688 6,191 2.048 

4,600 3,964 8,488 3,948 
Currants 
Yet again we suffered from a shortage of currants. Yet 
again we had to ration our supply amongst domestic 
customers. Although there was an abundance of 
currants from an industry perspective, growers didn't 
supply us enough, and the other two major suppliers 
refused to sell them to us. They preferred to attempt to 
sell them on the lower return export market rather than 
supply us. Even when export sales were not achievable, 
they preferred to sit on the stockpile, rather than sell 
them to us. Please remember that, when you consider 
who you will deliver your currants to next season. 
For 95/96 the supply position is worse. ADFS has now 
supplied us with 100 tonnes of currants which is included 
in our budgeted sales figures. Despite this additional 
tonnage, we have drastically rationed the supply to 
customers, which is also hurting our sultana sales. We 
can only look to next year once again and hope that 
growers support us. 
Raisins 
Sales were in line with our predictions. There is a limited 
market for the product, but it is a market that has been 
established over many years. Buyers are willing to pay a 
premium. and there is no reason why this market should 
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not be maintained for the future. We commenced 
rationing domestically towards the end of the season, 
and exports were limited to restricted market outlets 
which we hope to maintain. 

For 1995/96 we have rationed the domestic market. 
Demand for the product is strong, although it is difficult to 
turn that demand into estimated saleable tonnages. 
Certainly we could sell a lot more than our budgeted 
forecasts. Again we are maintaining some export 
markets with limited supplies. The return is as good as 
domestically and the outlets may be required in future 
years. 
Sultanas 

Domestically, we achieved approximately the same 
sales figures as last year. However, this was well below 
our early expectations. The first four months of the 94/95 
season were extremely good, prompting the high budget 
figure. The environment changed about June 30th, with 
dramatic consequences which left us well short of our 
domestic sales targets. 

During the year we have strengthened our 
relationship with some manufacturers, so there were 
some good aspects to the year. 

Despite the ups and downs of the season, our prices 
remained constant. At times these appeared completely 
out of the market, however in retrospect, the pricing was 
right and with the quality clients that consistency is an 
advantage. 

We also introduced Robinvale brand packs at retail 
level in the Eastern States at limited outlets. It's a 
difficult task to build a brand in a declining category, but 
we are encouraged by our results to date. 

Most export customers were disappointed with our 
lack of supply, and were forced to buy from other origins. 
We now have established ourselves as an unreliable 
supplier, and it is questionable whether or not we could 
sell a big crop at a sustainable price if we had to. 

For 1995/96, the season is extremely interesting. 
Firstly we disappointed domestic buyers with a shortage 
of low crown fruit . They switched to imported, but have 
recently been discouraged by the weakness of our dollar, 
the increasing price of imports, and hopefully the quality. 
The remainder of the season remains unknown, and it is 
difficult to determine at this stage what the outcome will 
be. 

Both domestically and with exports the future lies in 
targeting niche premium outlets. The days of being a 
bulk supplier of sultanas appear to be behind us. 
Promotion 

1994/95 1995/96 
ACTUAL BUDGET 

Levies Raised $203,000 $172,000 

Administration 35,000 35,000 
Trade Presenters & 
Information Material 5,000 
Advertising & Co-op 178,000 160,000 

~213,000 ~200,000 

During the season, Robinvale retail products were 
accepted into some supermarket chains. The majority of 
the promotional expenditure has been incurred in the 
initial introduction and promotion of the products, all of 
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which has occurred in-store. Some of this cost has been 
offset by a reduction inthe amount of activity with 
wholesalers and manufacturers. 

Again media advertising is not an option for us at the 
moment. Due to budget constraints, we have reduced 
expenditure on trade shows. We are still participating but 
in most cases this is now being done jointly with other 
companies. 

Summarv 
Just the same as growers, we have to look to next 

year and hope that things will be better. We still hold a 
lot of advantages in Australia. We still have a quality 
image overseas. We need to regain the confidence of 
the world as a reliable supplier. This will take some time 
to achieve. An average size crop of sultanas, would be a 
good start for us. Another small crop will be a disaster. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL REVIEWS ADFA STRUCTURE 
The ADFA Board of Management has begun a 

review of the ADFA's structure and the future direction of 
the dried vine fruit industry. 

The Board produced a paper for discussion at ADFA 
Federal Council, held on July 26, 27 and 28. The paper 
highlighted the pressure for change being experienced by 
the industry. 

ADFA Chairman, Peter Macintosh said while the low 
crop of season 1995 was an extreme, there were doubts 
about the ability of the industry to rebound to higher 
tonnages. 

"It has been suggested that the average total dried 
vine fruit crop to the year 2000 would be 57,000 tonnes, 
down from the past 10 year average of about 65-70,000 
tonnes. 

"Australian dried fruits compete in an international 
market," Mr Macintosh said. 

"Not too long ago the industry's focus was on the 
need to sell a large proportion of dried vine fruit 
production to export markets. The last 1 0 years have 
seen dramatic changes with imported dried fruits 
accounting for a large share of Australian consumption . 

"Australian tariff rates are now low and will lock in at 
5% for all fruit from all sources from July 1, 1996. 

"We are already under pressure in times of short 
crops to undertake the import of product to maintain 
supply to regular customers and safeguard the value of 
brand names to protect future market share." 

Mr Macintosh said forced industry deregulation was 
already here and there was more to come. 

"Recent years have seen the removal from the State 
Dried Fruits Boards the discretion to refuse registration of 
a complying processing premises. This has already 
stimulated new entrants, with orderly marketing 
arrangements suffering. 

"Some are already questioning the cosVbenefit of 
maintaining the various State Dried Fruits Boards if they 
are unable to carry out their prime objective of providing a 
platform for orderly marketing. 

"However this is probably a moot question as the 
April 1995 agreement between the Commonwealth and 
State Governments to implement a National Competition 
Policy is likely to lead to the abolition of one or more 
State Boards by the year 2001 . 

"National Competition Policy primarily targets 
Government business enterprises, but also calls for the 
reform of legislation that restricts competition ." 

Mr Macintosh said issues to be evaluated included 
reduced crop levels which meant a greater cost per tonne 
to operate industry bodies. 
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"This is particularly true where those bodies have 
high fixed costs. What economies exist in having some 
bodies operate from the same overhead base? If reliable 
quality assurance is introduced across the industry what 
need is there for mandatory inspection of product by 
AQIS? And, if AQIS was not called upon to inspect 
Australian dried fruits is there a need for specified quality 
standards as the absolute base minimum?" Mr Macintosh 
said. 

"Similar questions arise in regard to the operation of 
the State Boards. 

"Is registration of processors still necessary, or will 
standards such as applied by the Health Act be sufficient 
in the future? 

"Will industry standards be required for the classing 
at receival of dried vine fruits and what scope exists for 
these standards to be set? 

"Will classing need to be supervised as closely as 
present in an environment more dependent on internal 
quality assurance? And what, if any, level of audit and 
appeal will be required in respect of classing? 

"Assuming the answers to some of these questions 
indicate an industry desire to continue to pursue some 
functions on a collective basis, what alternatives are there 
to the existing structure? 

"The ADFA Board of Management is of the view that 
change is being forced upon the industry, and that the 
industry should review its alternatives so as to be pro
active in creating new arrangements which meet future 
industry needs. 

"The alternative is to wait until change is forced upon 
the industry, which may not be as effective nor as 
efficient as a more carefully thought out approach. 

"The Board warns against knee-jerk reactions. It is 
all too easy to label the AQIS inspection charges or the 
State Board levies as being excessive. These savings 
are easy to count, however it is considerably more 
difficult to evaluate the costs that may arise should the 
industry dispense with the services of these bodies. 

"The Board's only recommendation is that the ADFA 
and industry carry out a comprehensive evaluation of 
what industry structures and methods of operation will be 
desirable in the future. This evaluation should be carried 
out openly and with full consultation with industry 
members and Government." 

"The Board is also mindful that dried fruit production 
is becoming ever more concentrated in Sunraysia, and 
accordingly is also discussing with Sunraysia District 
Council the relationship between Head Office and District 
Council in regard to representation on local issues. 
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FOOD ADVISORY SERVICES REPORT TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 
The Director of the ADFA's Food Advisory Services 

(FAS), Miss Elaine Chambers, informed Federal Council 
on activities of FAS in the past year to promote the 
consumption of Australian dried fruit in Australia. 

Food Advisory Services (FAS) has three core fields 
of work: 
• 
• 
• 

education 
publicity 
provision of resources to agents (research and 
development, photography, recipes, etc.) 
All of FAS' work is with people who influence 

consumer usage: 
• education 
• media 
• industrial 
• food service 

FAS is committed to the continuing challenge of 
publicising the unique nutritional, versatile, wholesome 
and non-seasonal features of Australian dried fruit. 

Recognising the real growth potential of dried fruits in 
specialised areas, the message FAS is signalling to 
consumers and users, emphasjses Australian dried fruit 
as being untainted, unprocessed, functional foods: high 
fibre, anti-cancer, no fat, no sugar, no salt, no artificial 
colouring or preservatives. 

Modem attractive posters and education materials 
are being produced to strengthen the image of dried fruits 
from a food product perceived by many consumers as 
just an ingredient to something vital, modern, fun and 
healthy. 

Press releases target health writers, general news, 
community health services, university researchers, and 
consultation with respected nutritionists are some of the 
ways employed to broadcast information about the 'new 
look' dried fruits. Messages are woven into personal 
television and radio interviews, conferences and trade 
meetings. 

There are enormous changes in the marketplace and 
FAS is changing to respond to market trends. Traditional 
home baking is declining. However, to ensure that the 
consumption of dried fruit is maintained at its present 
high level, alternative strategies are: 
• Develop new products and market these products 

ourselves (which is extremely expensive and there 
are not enough funds in the Industry); or 

• Work with manufacturers, bakeries, culinary training 
institutions, to develop dried fruit products (this is 
achievable and being pursued). 
Over the past four months, there has been a strong 

and .consistent effort to focus only on those projects with 
the potential of returning high volume and therefore a 
greater return to the grower. 

Successful highlights of FAS projects include: 
• Development of a selection of Mediterranean-Asian 

inspired salad concepts for Brisbane-based Mrs 
Crockets Kitchens (supplier of bulk fresh salad to 
airlines, Pizza Hut etc.). From an initial 24 cartons 
per annum four years ago, now uses about 15 tonnes 
per annum. 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Following an introduction by Australian Dried Fruit 
Sales Pty. Ltd. (ADFS), Sizzlers- a national chain of 
fast 'healthy' food family restaurants - have 
responded favourably to FAS concepts for salad bar 
and dessert selections. Potential dried fruit volume is 
considerable. 
Development of dried nutritional recipe concepts for 
Kellogg's Sultana Bran packs. To be identified with a 
company of Kellogg's size, integrity and reputation of 
quality products represents valuable promotional 
opportunities/publicity for dried fruit. 
Development of new commercial products for South 
East Asian markets in conjunction with Singapore 
agent. 
Provided the pecan industry with the formula for an 
additional pecan-dried fruit catalogue cake to 
compete with a high volume imported American item. 
Developed a range of new chocolate concepts 
featuring the unique Australian native flavours with 
dried fruits. Twelve distinctive items were prepared, 
beautifully boxed in components of five and twelve 
items and presented to key personnel in two 
chocolate manufacturing companies; a small 
company (who immediately accepted the lines) and 
the other, a core customer of ADFS. The large 
company was impressed and believed the concept 
was perfect for their international duty free and 
speciality gift market. FAS was requested to prepare 
a batch of chocolate lines for presentation to their 
international executives. 
This project clearly demonstrates the initiative, 
creativity and professional manner in which FAS 
responds to market opportunity. 
Using a new Mauri Foods product, rapid rise yeast, a 
series of rich continental dough DVF items were 
developed and presented in the test kitchen to Mauri 
personnel. 
Mauri were very keen to take the concepts and use 
them in hot bread bakery chains, but lack of agent 
funds prevented this project reaching fulfilment. 
However, such technical and market-acceptable work 
is not wasted. These concepts are to be presented 
to individual hot bread chain groups and also used to 
launch a new range of lrymple Packing Company 
dried fruit products at the forthcoming Food Expo 
being held in Melbourne in late July. FAS will create 
variations to the concepts, produce them, prepare 
formula and be in attendance to discuss the product 
ideas with commercial clients attending the four-day 
Trade Expo. 
FAS has arranged for sultanas to be the focal, 
sensory evaluation product at this year's Victorian 
Universities' open day. This year's vintage crop of 
sultanas will be publicly compared with imported 
sultanas. The event is being covered by the media. 
FAS played a role in the launch of the Sunbeam 
Selections range. Media releases were prepared 
with samples. Samples and product range presented 
to Qantas catering headquarters whilst the Director 
was discussing in-flight meals incorporating dried 
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prints sent to national media. The result was 
amazing. Over 200 press items were recorded 
including features in every national and state daily 
papers. 
Hallmark cards like the work so much, they included 
it in their Cuisine Card Collection. 
Another extension to this campaign was a generous 
'four-minute' exposure on the Channel 9 National 
television programme, 'What's Cooking'. 
A media broker estimated the total value of free 
publicity/advertising generated to be in the order of 
$60,000. 

• The Director has worked closely with ADFS in 
preparation and production of a series of 
commercials for national television to promote 
season campaigns and to publicise the superb quality 
of 1995 sultanas. The project has been in 
conjunction with Kellogg's. The Director assisted in 
the preparation of script, prepared speciality food 
items and features as Industry authority in all 
segments. 

• As the only segment of the Industry to have a close 
and productive association with the national 
hospitality training institutions, FAS ensure that dried 
fruits retain their prominence in all training 
departments. 
The NSW TAFE colleges are embarking on a FAS 
proposal to develop a commercially viable product 
using Australian produced dried fruit for the Pizza 
chains. 
There are many Australian consumers who want to 

identify Australian and buy Australian. 
Ten years ago this was not as important because 

• ADFS General Manager, Neil White and ADFA Food 
Advisory Services Director, Elaine Chambers. 
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imports were only 500 tonnes. In 1994, imports were 
5,900 tonnes representing 20% of the total Australian 
sultana market and it is becoming increasingly important 
to promote Australian dried fruits as well as brand 
names. We must defeat the imports. 

There is scope for Australian-Generic promotion of 
Australian dried fruit through food companies such as the 
Pizza project above, identifying with the use of Australian 
dried fruit but not brand names like Sunbeam and 
Robinvale. 

In this situation, once the client is convinced to use 
Australian dried fruit, FAS feeds the information to the 
agents. 

For maximising cost-effective exposure, FAS 
recycles much of its photographic material. These 
appear in quality cookbook publications, supermarket 
magazines, print media, agent recipe leaflets and point 
of sale material , in Australian Dried Fruits Board reports 
as well as overseas market application. 

The future work programme includes: 
• Taking the above projects to completion 
• The launch and distribution of new project material 
• Preparation and distribution of pre-Christmas, 

Christmas and Back-to-School and Easter media 
releases. 
FAS is recognised as an effective and vigorous 

promotional arm of The Australian Dried Fruits 
Association Inc. and it must be measured in context of 
the total Industry's promotional activities. 

The Department's achievements benefit the entire 
Industry, and the output exceeds the cost of the FAS 
operation. 
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TRELLIS END ASSEMBLIES- WHAT'S THE BEST? 
By Mahabubur Mollah, Agricultural Engineer 

Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, lrymple 

The end assembly is an expensive and critical part of 
the grapevine trellis structure. A collapse of the end 
assembly is the major cause of trellis failure during 
growing season and can incur significant repair costs and 
fruit loss. 

Rail t 
Wire 

Inner Post 

End Post 

"Post and Rail" 

In 1994, a trial at Sunraysia Horticultural Centre 
compared the performance of the two most common 
end-stay assemblies used in the area; post and rail and 
post and stay (Fig. 1). 

End Post 

"Post and Stay" 

Fig. 1 Common end-stay assemblies in Sunraysia. 
The trial also examined the effect of: Assembly Installation and Testing methods: 
• wetting the soil to simulate the weakest condition for Half of the end posts (125-150 mm diameter) were 

an assembly to fail under load, and rammed in 1200 mm while the other half were placed in a 
• post ramming compared with placing the post in a 400 mm diameter by 1200 mm deep pre-dug hole and 

pre-dug hole and packing with small gravel and packed with a mixture of scoria dust and gravel with a 
scoria dust (considered to be stronger than particle diameter ranging from 1 mm to 8 mm (mostly of 
backfilling). the smaller sizes) (Fig. 2). 

J 1 
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1: ; "~" .; ... , ' ...# .. . . .,. .., 
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Fig. 2 Packing a post In a pre-dug hole. 
The 1 00-125 mm inside posts for the post and rail rail and stay posts were 3.6 m long by 75-1 00 mm 

assembli_es were placed 600 mm into the ground. The diameter and placed at the pull height of 1.5 m. The post 
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and rail assemblies were strained with two strands of 2.8 
mm high tensile wire. 

It Is Important to note that the post and stay 
assemblies were constructed with a high stay 
position and a long horizontal distance between 
post and stay base than traditional assemblies as 
these proved to be the strongest configuration in 
previous trials (results were published In Australian 
Dried Fruit Association News, May 1994). 

A tractor and a purpose built test rig were set up with 
force measuring equipment to record the peak pulling 
force sustained by each assembly before failure. 

The soil was irrigated around half of the assemblies 
before testing. 
Trial Findings: 
• Post and stay assemblies are significantly 

stronger: 
Results show that post and stay assemblies are 

significantly stronger, both under irrigated and non-
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Stay' Rail' 
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Irrigated 

• Packed 

irrigated conditions, than post and rail assemblies with 
average peak loads being 2307 kg for post and stay and 
1497 kg for post and rail (Fig. 3). These results are 
averages of peak loads sustained by assemblies in 
irrigated, non-irrigated, rammed and packed conditions. 
• Assemblies are much weaker In Irrigated soil: 

Both post and rail and post and stay assemblies are 
significantly weaker under irrigated conditions (Fig. 3). 
• Post ramming increases assembly strength: 

Assemblies with end posts which were rammed 
into the ground were almost twice as strong as those 
which were placed in a pre-dug hole and packed with 
scoria dust and small gravel with average peak loads 
being 2451 kg for rammed and 1353 kg for packed (Fig. 
3) . These results are averages of peak loads sustained 
by both assembly types in irrigated and non-irrigated 
conditions. 

3,551 

'Post & 'Post & 

Stay' Rail' 

.I 1--
Non-irrigated ·I 

Rammed 

Fig. 3 Maximum loads resisted by assemblies at different conditions. 

Important Observations: 
• In irrigated soil, the end post of the post and rail 

assembly leaned excessively under load and failed 
relatively easily (Fig. 4) . 

• The end post of the post and stay assembly jacked 
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up (Fig. 5) after resisting a significantly higher load 
than the post and rail assembly, even with irrigation 
(Fig. 3). 

• There was a minimum soil break up in front of the 
end post with the post and stay assembly (Fig. 5) 
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because the configuration used did not impose any 
post leaning force. Failure can only happen by the 
post jacking up vertically. 

• Post ramming significantly increased the end post's 
resistance to vertical lifting. 
From this trial It appears that a post and stay 

assembly Is the best end assembly as It Is much 
stronger than a post and rail assembly, even in 
saturated soli conditions and Is cheaper to 
construct. 
Further Work: 

Fig. 4 Excessive leaning of post and rail assembly 
In Irrigated soil. 

FEE FOR SERVICE- DVF CLASSING 
In an effort to reduce costs to Sunraysia dried vine 

fruit (dvf) growers, a fee for service system of cost 
recovery will be imposed on processors for the classing 
of dvf in the 1996 delivery season. 

This decision was made by ADFA Federal Council. 
The proposal was approved to promote further 

efficiencies in the dvf processing sector. 
In 1996, processors will have the choice of using: 
A quality assurance system based on a manual 
prepared by the Victorian Dried Fruits Board (VDFB) ; 
or 
Classing by VDFB appointed classers under the 
arrangements which applied in seasons 1994 or 
1995, or a combination of these. 
ADFA Board of Management members said they had 

considered five options for the classing of dvf and, after 
holding discussions with industry processors, had settled 
on what it believed were the best options, for growers and 
processors alike. 

However, due to the evolutionary nature of the 
preferred options, it was recognised that some areas of 
the new system would need refining and fine tuning. 

In 1996 all classing arrangements will be subject to 
audit by the VDFB. A system will also be operated where 
the state dried fruits boards will adjudicate on any appeal 
againsta classification awarded to dvf. 
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Further trials in the future will evaluate end-stay 
assemblies common in other grape growing regions such 
as the tie back and anchored assemblies. 

Different configurations of the post and stay and the 
post and rail assemblies will be installed on a grower's 
property for field evaluation. Interested growers may 
contact Dr. Mollah on (050) 514 500 for further details. 
Acknowledgment: 

The Dried Fruits Research and Development Council 
funded this project. 

Fig. 5 Failure of post and stay assembly by jacking 
up the end post. 

Dried Fruits Research and Development Council 
Executive Officer, Ross Skinner, and Council 
Chairman, Bob Taylor, at 1995 ADFA Federal 
Council. 
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SPRAY EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE & CALIBRATION 
By Reg Johns 

Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, lrymple 

Spring time and grapevine bud burst is just around 
the corner. Now is the time to start thinking about 
appropriate maintenance and correct calibration of spray 
equipment. It is important to recognise that unsuccessful 
pest, disease, and herbicide programs are often due to 
poorly maintained and incorrectly calibrated spray 
equipment. So now is the time to make sure that your 
spray equipment is working properly before the season 
begins. 

MAINTENANCE OF SPRAY EQUIPMENT 
Spraying equipment must be maintained each year, 

and maintenance needs to be carried out in sufficient 
time before the beginning of the spraying season to 
ensure a trouble free program. Regardless of whether 
the equipment is used for herbicide application or cover 
sprays for control of pest and disease, the approach to 
maintenance is much the same. It starts at the PTO at 
the tractor, and ends at the nozzles. 
Steps in Spray Equipment Maintenance 
Beginning and End of Each Season 
1. Drain the diaphragm pump and fill with multigrade 

oil. 
2. Drain the fan gearbox and fill (where applicable), 

with gear oil to the required level. 
3. Check the pump surge chamber pressure and adjust 

as required. Check pump maintenance schedule. 
4. At the end of the season, and particularly if storing 

over winter, run the unit to empty out all spray 
solution. This will avoid damage to the pump from 
freezing liquid. 

Daily 
1. Check all bolts such as pump mounting bolts and 

wheel studs. 
2. Lubricate the spray unit according to the 

maintenance schedule. Ensure PTO joints and 
mechanical agitators have been greased and the oil 
level in the pump has been checked. 

3. Inspect the tank for any foreign matter or dirt. 
4. Check all filters for dirt and then check the suction 

filter after each tank load. 
5. Check hoses, clamps and fittings for wear and 

damage. 
6. Check that the pressure gauge is not damaged and 

where appropriate, is filled with glycerine. Also 
check that the needle rests back at zero pressure 
when the sprayer is not operating. 

7. Remove nozzles and inspect for dirt or damage, and 
clean and replace if necessary. 

At the end of each day 
1. Flush out the pump and delivery lines with clean 

water to prevent build up of residues in hoses and 
pump valves and prevent chemical attack of sprayer 
parts. Select an appropriate site that will be 
environmentally friendly. 

2. Wash and clean the inside and outside of the 
sprayer, preferably with a pressure washer. Ensure 
all twigs and grass are removed from around the fan 
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and fan guard on air blast units. 
3. If frosts are likely, run the sprayer for a few minutes 

to empty any liquid that may freeze and crack the 
pump. 

Every 25 hours 
1. Check all nuts and bolts. 
2. Oil and grease the sprayer according to the 

maintenance schedule. Check the oil level in the 
pump and fan gearbox (where applicable), and 
grease the PTO and mechanical and agitator shafts. 

Pump maintenance 
Diaphragm pumps are designed for a long trouble 
free life, with minimum maintenance. 
To avoid breakdowns during the spray season, it is 
important to observe the recommendations provided 
for your pump. The recommendations are not costly 
in terms of either labour or materials and can be 
carried out without special knowledge, tools or skills. 

Variable pitch fan 
Once the fan has been adjusted to suit your vineyard 
and tractor, there should be no further need for 
adjustment. However, if these factors change then it 
is important to follow the procedure for adjusting the 
pitch provided by the manufacturer. 

CALIBRATING SPRAY EQUIPMENT 
Each year, growers claim that certain herbicides, and 

chemicals for pest and disease control do not work. 
However, it is most unlikely that a chemical registered 
for a particular purpose fails. It's more likely that the 
application timing, the application technique or the rate 
used were incorrect. 

Let us check the spray equipment calibration below 
to ensure that the correct rates are being applied. 

Vine cover sprayers 
The volume rate most widely used in vineyards is 

300 to 2500 Uha. Lower rates can be used in early 
season sprays when the canopy has not developed. 
Rates should be increased as the canopy grows and 
more nozzles are required to wet the whole canopy. 

When choosing a volume rate it is essential that the 
correct amount of chemical is applied. Unless directions 
on the container say otherwise, a constant amount of 
chemical should be applied per hectare at each spray 
time during canopy establishment. That is, the 
concentration of chemical in the tank should be varied to 
allow for any change in volume rates. It must be 
remembered that not all chemicals are suitable for use at 
low volume rates. Fungicides may require higher 
volume rates than insecticides. 

Warning: It is essential that you read 
the instructions on the container or 
chemical label, and follow these 
instructions. 
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Calibration: 
One of the most important steps for successful 

spraying is to calibrate the spray rig. It saves you 
money! The calibration formula is flexible and can be 
used to select a particular ground speed or nozzle 
numbers and sizes to give a particular volume rate. 

Calibration formula: 

Output (Umin) = Application rate Uha x Speed lkm/h) X Row width IMl 

600 

Probably the most useful way to use the formula is to 
make up a table that shows which operating 
configuration will give a desired volume rate. For 
example the accompanying table shows that volume 
rates from 215 Uha to 4269 Uha can be achieved by 
using two sets of nozzles at fixed ground speeds and 
pressures. A similar table can be prepared for any spray 
unit. 

Table 1. Volume rates for a spray unit operating at 5 
km/h, with row spacing of 3.3m and two 
different nozzle sizes. 

NUMBER OF VOLUME RATE (Uha) 
NOZZLES 
PER SIDE 

JET 1.0 CLOSED SWIRL JET 1.8, SWIRL 
1.5 

2 215 854 
3 323 1281 
4 431 1708 
5 538 2135 
6 646 2561 
7 753 2988 
8 861 3415 
9 969 3482 
10 1076 4269 

If you want a table prepared for yourself, contact the 
Sunraysia Horticultural Centre (phone (050) 514 500) 
and bring with you the following information: 
• the time it takes you to travel 1OOm through the 

vineyard at spraying speed. 
• the operating pressure of the pump. 
• row spacing. 
• the type and size of nozzles and swirl plates used. 

Herbicide Sprayer 
Unless you calibrate your sprayer you will not get 

even distribution, or the right rate of residual , knock 
down or systemic, onto the target area. 
Calibration: 
1. Position the tractor and spray unit at the beginning of 

a 50m test strip. Ensure the tank is at least half full 
of water. 

2. For undervine spraying adjust the nozzles and boom 
so that half the herbicide bank is being sprayed. 
This is particularly important with residual herbicides 
where overlapping can result in overdosing. 
For cross row boom spraying adjust nozzles and 
booms so that they are offset by 10-15 degrees, so 
that spray patterns don't intercept each other. An 
even spray can be achieved by adjusting the boom 
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height. 
3. Check the time it takes to travel the test strip. 

Simplest way is to mark out 50 metres. 
4. Collect and measure the output for the time taken to 

travel the test strip. Measure the output by hanging 
containers beneath each nozzle. In this example 
each nozzle delivered 3 litres. 

5. Record appropriate information at the top of the work 
sheet. 

6. Record the measurements taken from the test run 
and complete the calculation as prepared on the 
worksheet. 
• Assuming that the herbicide bank is one metre 

wide, and that only one side of each bank is wet 
at a time, a O.Sm width would be sprayed from 
each nozzle. 

• A nozzle positioned on each side of the sprayer 
gives a total sprayed width of 1m (for cross row 
usually about 2m). 

• Multiply the sprayed width by the sprayed length 
to give 50 square metres. 

7. In this example, SpraySeed was to be applied at the 
rate of 4.5 Uha. The capacity of the tank is 500 
litres. 

8. Place the remaining calibration information onto the 
work sheet, and complete the calculation to 
determine the quantity of SpraySeed to put into the 
vat. (Table 2). 
To see how all this information is used, refer to 

Table 2 on page 33. A blank calibration calculation 
sheet is provided for growers to use at a later date on 
page 34. 

OPERATING PROCEDURE 
When applying either pest and disease control 

sprays or herbicides, accurate measurement of the water 
and the chemical is essential , so is the use of a line filter 
and a filter at the top of the tank. During spraying the 
volume rate can be affected by blockages of filters or 
nozzles, and by changes in travel speed. Nozzles should 
be watched to ensure that blockages are corrected. 
THE WEATHER 

Spraying under ideal conditions is unlikely to occur 
very often. Rainfall too soon after spraying can wash off 
the product, and spraying wet plants after rain can also 
cause droplets to bounce off and fall onto the ground. 
Light winds of up to 1 Okm/h are ideal, creating 
turbulence which assists distribution of chemical 
throughout the vine canopy. Alternatively calm 
conditions will allow small drift-prone droplets to float in 
the air, travelling large distances before coming to 
ground. 

Some chemical may not hit the target as a result of 
rapid evaporation of droplets at high temperatures. 

CONCLUSION 
In most cases applications will be a compromise 

based on the best equipment and conditions. It is up to 
you, the grower, to fine tune your own programs to 
ensure that you achieve successful crop protection and 
herbicide programs as economically as possible. 
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Table 2. The calibration sheet shows the quantity of SpraySeed to be put into the vat 

based on calibration information in order to apply SpraySeed at the rate of 4.5 L/ ha. 

HERBICIDE CALIBRATION WORKSHEET 
Equipment Used: Fo R.D 3ooo 
Date: $ - ~ - q S 

MEASURE AND RECORD THE FOLLOWING 

Operation/ Crop: 

Tractor Speed:--------- -- Nozzle Size: --~l-0--=---(.,._--'o~g.._,)~~....:.........:2=-------
Tractor R.P. M.: f 0 00 Pump Pressure: ----:-....:2~5---Fp:.....:S~\;.---------:------
Tractor Gear: 2 n J H ij h. Sprayed Width: _-J(t-0~-· -=S~><---=l.=-..)~o--=--....l...._....!?!v--><:~--

TEST RUN DETAILS 

1. Sprayed Area= Length of test run x Width of test run 

Length of test run 

Sprayed Area = ._l __ 5 _ _ o __ __, metres x 

Width of test run 

I metres .___ _____ ___, 

Sprayed Area = ._l _ _ S_O ___ __,l sq. metres -------7------7------, 

2. Water Used: 

Nozzle Number: ~~1~. ~~~-~~~~~~2~- ~~)=·~~~~~3=·~~~~~~4~. ~~~~~ 
Total Water Used= I 3 llitres ------f------r------, 

(Add all nozzles together) .__ _____ __,_ 

TO CALCULATE SPRAY OUTPUT 

Spray Output = __ W_a_te_r.....:.U...:..se.::....d _ _ x 1 0,000 

Sprayed Area 

I 
3 llitres 

Spray Output = . ' X 10,000 
~~~~ 

5 0 lsq. metres -----~------+--------l 

Spray Output = l..__b_0_0 __ ----'1 Lit res per sprayed hectare ---- --+--- ----, 

TO CALCULATE AMOUNT OF HERBICIDE FOR SPRAY TANK 

Capac ity of Spray Tank Herbicide Rate Requ ired 

I Soo I Litres x I 4 , 5 I kg. or Litres 
Quantity of He rbicide= . _per hectare 

==========--------~========~ 
Spray Output 

I 
b Q 0 llitres per / 

._ _____ ___,sprayed hector~ ~ 

Quantity of Herbicide= I S · 1- S I kg . or Litres of herbicide per spray tank. 

TRANSFER TO HERBICIDE RECORDING SHEET 
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HERBICIDE CALIBRATION WORKSHEET 
Equipment Used:---------- Operation/Crop:-------------
Date: -----------
MEASURE AND RECORD THE FOLLOWING 

Tractor Speed:------------ Nozzle Size:-----------------

Tractor R.P.M.: Pump Pressure:------------------------

Tractor Gear: Sprayed Width: ---------------

TEST RUN DETAILS 

1. Sprayed Area =Length of test run x Width of test run 

Length of test run 

Sprayed Area = LI _____ ____J metres x 

Sprayed Area =I L _____ ____jl sq. metres 

2. Water Used: 

Width of test run 

L__ _____ __.l metres 

NollleNumber:~~1~. ~~~~~~2:·~==========~3~·==========~4~·~=========J 
Total Water Used = I I Lit res -----7--------.:r-- - -----, 

(Add all nozzles together) L----- ----'· 

TO CALCULATE SPRAY OUTPUT 

Spray Output= __ W~a~te:....:.r-=U-'-se,;_d:.;___ x 10,000 

Sprayed Area 

I l
lltres 

\ 

X 10,000 Spray Output = ;::======:::;· 
L,_l _____ ___.lsq. metres ------E:.;__ ____ _../:--"-------1 

Spray Output= Ll _____ ____jllitres per sprayed hectare -----+-------; 

TO CALCULATE AMOUNT OF HERBICIDE FOR SPRAY TANK 

/ 

Capacity of Spray Tank Herbic ide Rate Required \I 

I I Litres x I I kg. or Litres 
Quantity of Herbicide = ~=============----------=· =============·per hectare 

Spray Output 

I I 
Litres per 

L,_ _ ____ ___.sprayed hectare 

Quantity of Herbic ide= ._1 _____ ----',kg. or Litres of herbicide per spray tank. 

TRANSFER TO HERBICIDE RECORDING SHEET 
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TRIALS AT DARETON RESEARCH STATION 
By G. Sanderson and R. Davidson 

NSW Agriculture, Dareton 

The Dried Fruits Research and Development Council 
(DFRDC) funded a new project at Dareton Agricultural 
Research and Advisory Station titled 'Improving vineyard 
soil and water management using minimum tillage and 
drip irrigation'. The project aims are: 
• to determine the effect of a legume cover crop, 

managed in different ways, on the nitrogen status 
and yield of sultana grapevines. 
to determine the effects of cover crop management 
systems on soil structure. 
to develop systems for growing and managing cover 
crops under drip irrigation. 
The trial treatments are a combination of both drip 

and full ground-cover microject irrigation with 3 vineyard 
floor management systems. The medic covercrop will 
either be cultivated into the soil, mulched or mown and 
thrown onto the vine bank. 

Information that is being collected from this trial 
includes: 
Soil • Aggregate stability 

• Organic carbon content (organic matter) 
• Water infiltration rates 
• Total nitrogen and nitrate levels 
• Nematode counts 

Vine • Yields on own roots and Ramsey 
• Total nitrogen and nitrate levels 
• Water use 

Irrigation • 21 sets of tensiometers installed 
• EnviroScan moisture probes 
• Water table test wells 

The first harvest from the 1.14 hectare trial area 
occurred on February 13 and 14, 1995 and is presented 
in Table 1. (Minimum Tillage Trial Yields 1994/95). 
There are 1485, 13 year old H5 Sultana vines in the trial 
and data is collected from 432. (216 on their own roots 
and 216 on Ramsey). 

Table 1. Minimum Tillage Trial Yield 1994/95 

Own Roots Ramsey 

Number of trial vines 216 216 
Average number of canes 
wrapped per vine 12 13 
Bud fruitfulness 0.5 0.35 
Average number of bunches per 
vine 57 41 
Average berry weight (grams) 1.55 1.68 
Average Brix at harvest (13- 21 .84 21.27 
14/2/95) 
Average yield per vine (kg) 19.14 17.83 
Yield of wet grapes (tonnes) 4.134 3.853 

Prior to beginning the trial, the irrigation system was 
modified from full microject irrigation to 2/3 drip irrigation 
and 1/3 microject in September 1994. The vines 
converted to drip irrigation were then over irrigated to 
adjust the root systems to a smaller wetted pattern until 
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January 1, 1995. Irrigation scheduling began in early 
January 1995 and was based on tensiometer and 
EnviroScan moisture readings. 

The bud fruitfulness figure is obtained by counting 
the total number of preflowering bunches and dividing the 
figure by the total number of young shoots on the 
wrapped canes. For example, 38 preflowering bunches 
and 111 shoots per vine = 0.34 bud fruitfulness. 

The feature that is evident from this initial harvest is 
the poor performance of Ramsey rootstock in this 
situation. Ramsey yielded 3.85 wet tonnes from 216 trial 
vines whereas own rooted vine yield 4.13 wet tonnes. 
The vines are trellised on a wide T but Ramsey vines 
required topping three times due to excessive vigour. 

The over irrigation in Spring, to adjust vines to drip 
irrigation, and low number of canes wrapped per vine 
(13) are probably the two main contributing factors to the 
excessive vigour of the Ramsey vines. 

No nitrogen fertiliser was applied to the trial block in 
1994 but petiole analysis in November saw total nitrogen 
and nitrate levels much higher in Ramsey vines when 
compared to own rooted vines. This suggests that the 
larger root system of Ramsey is better able to capture 
the available nitrogen in the soil. 

In an attempt to reverse this Ramsey vigour and poor 
yield problem, we will follow the recommendations in the 
publication 'Maintaining Satisfactory Yields from Sultanas 
grafted to Ramsey Rootstock' produced by Agriculture 
Victoria. 

An average of 22 canes per Ramsey vine have been 
wrapped in 1995 compared to 13 canes in 1994. 
Excessive irrigation in spring/early summer will not occur 
this season and hopefully vine vigour will decrease and 
yields improve. 

Dareton Agricultural Research and Advisory Station 
also has a rootstock/trellis trial that was planted in 
1979/1980. This trial has own rooted, Dog Ridge and 
Ramsey rootstock sultana vines on 4 trellis types. 

Two of the original trellis structures have recently 
been modified to hanging cane and Shaw trellis. The 
harvest results from 1995 are presented in Table 2 
(Harvest Yield by Stock and Trellis. 6 - 7 Feb 1995) . 

Stocks OR Own Roots 

R Ramsey 

DR Dog Ridge 

Trellis NT Narrow T 

WT WideT 
HC Handing Cane (modified from Arch 

Cane in 1982) 

S Shaw (modified from Swing Arm - fully 
operational for 1994 harvest) . 

W/D Wet fruit to Dry Fruit ratio 
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Table 2. Harvest Yield by Stock and Trellis 
6 - 7 February 1995 

Fresh Yield Dry Ranking 
Yield 

Stock Trellis kg/vine Vacre 1995 
Own Roots NT 13.12 1.8 9 
Brix 20.6 WT 15.48 2.1 7 
WID 4.10 HC 17.10 2.4 5 

s 19.42 2.7 4 
Dog Ridge NT 13.32 1.9 8 
Brix 20.9 WT 15.66 2.2 6 
WID 4.10 HC 19.62 2.8 3 

s 24.82 3.5 2 
Ramsey NT 15.36 1.9 8 
Brix 18.8 WT 15.30 1.9 8 
WID 4 .61 HC 22.32 2.8 3 

s 28.60 3.6 1 

The highest yielding combination in 1995 was 
Ramsey on Shaw trellis. Ramsey on hanging cane was 

equal third, while Ramsey on a narrow and wide T trellis 
could only yield 1 .9 dried tonnes per acre which placed 
them equal eighth of the rootstock/trellis combinations. 
This trial area helps to demonstrate that larger trellis 
systems can better manage the vigour of Ramsey 
rootstock. 

More trellis conversions are planned over the next 
two years and enquiries regarding this aspect of dried 
fruit trials at Dareton can be directed to Bob Davidson, 
District Horticulturist. Officers involved in the DFRDC 
funded minimum tillage project are:-
Mr Graeme Sanderson (Research Horticulturist) NSW 
Agriculture, Dareton Ph. (050) 274 409 
Mr Duncan Fitzgerald (Technical Officer) NSW 
Agriculture, Dareton 
Ms Helen Wilson (Irrigation Officer), NSW Agriculture, 
Dareton 
Mr Bob Davidson (District Horticulturist) NSW 
Agriculture, Dareton 
Dr Michael Treeby (Research Scientist) , CSIRO Division 
of Horticulture, Merbein Ph. (050) 513 100. 

THE VICTORIAN WATER INDUSTRY - WHAT IS GOING ON? 

Backaroynd 
On Wednesday, April 11, 1995, the Federal 

Government signed an agreement with all states and 
territories, providing an incentive for the implementation 
of the Hilmer Competition Report Reforms. 

The reforms are valued at $23 billion to the 
Australian economy and will see reform in areas such as 
transport, electricity, agriculture, professions, and the 
water Industry. 

The states will receive a $600 million a year bonus 
for implementing the Hilmer Report Reforms. However, 
three hurdles will have to be overcome before the states 
can claim this $600 million. 

The first $200 million will be handed over in 1997198 
if the states have opened up their electricity and gas 
sectors to competition and reformed the road transport 
sector. 

The second payment is due in 1999-2000 if 
continued reforms of the national electricity market are 
achieved, and for free and fair trade in gas, a strategic 
framework for the efficient and sustainable reform of 
the Australian water Industry Is Implemented, and 
road transport reform continues. 

The final $200 million will follow in 2001/02 if states 
have fully implemented and continue to observe all 
COAG agreements with regard to electricity, gas, water 
and road transport. The $600 million will then be 
guaranteed for each following year. 

As you can see, the reform of public monopolies is 
crucial to the success of the reforms. In fact it is 
estimated that 75% of the benefits arising from National 
Competition Policy will be generated by the reform of 
public monopolies. 
Competitive Neytralltv 

COAG has adopted as a goal the achievement of 
competitive neutrality. 

The objective of the competitive neutrality policy is: 
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"The elimination of resource allocation distortions arising 
out of the public ownership of entities engaged in 
significant business activities." 

In other words, government businesses should not 
enjoy any net competitive advantage as a result of their 
public sector ownership. 

This is the "Level Playing Field" at work. 
Government Business Enterprises 

The National Competition Policy has seen state 
governments agree to the following: 
1 . to adopt a corporatisation model for Government 

Business Enterprises (GBE's); and 
2. the government will impose on the GBE: 

i. full Commonwealth, state and territmy taxes or 
tax equivalent systems; 

ii. debt guarantee fees directed towards offsetting 
the competitive advantages provided by 
government guarantees; and 

iii. regulations which private sector businesses are 
normally subject, e.g. environment, planning and 
approval processes, on an equivalent basis to 
private sector competitors. 

Agreement at the 1994 Premier's Conference 
At the 1994 Premier's Conference the 

Commonwealth and the states and territories endorsed a 
Statement of Policy Intent (SOPI) which established 
requirements for the reform of the taxation treatment of 
GBEs. The main elements of this SOP I are that: 
1 . The Commonwealth intends to amend the income 

tax and Wholesale Sales Tax (WS1) legislation to 
ensure that wholly owned GBE's will be exempt from 
those taxes. 

2. By 1997 the states and territories intend to introduce 
Taxation Equivalent Regines (TEA) on their wholly 
owned GBE's which are uniform among states and 
territories and broadly match Commonwealth taxation 
arrangements. 
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The Tax Eqylvalent Regimes 
The TEA's implemented by states and territories 

need to be applied in a manner broadly consistent with 
the application of the Commonwealth income tax and 
WST systems, as well as being uniform between state 
and territory jurisdictions. 

Should any GBE not have been subjected to a TER 
by 1997 the Commonwealth and the states and territories 
will review whether the entities should become subject to 
Commonwealth tax. 

While the TER is part of a model designed to 
replicate private sector conditions, GBE's will be actively 
discouraged from adopting artificial tax minimisation 
schemes and tax driven structures. 

The Victorian Department of the Treasury considers 
that GBE's cannot be viewed as genuine businesses until 
tax considerations are factored into business decisions. 

The TER will encourage GBE's to plan and evaluate 
their business against private sector businesses, since 
both will be responding to the same commercial 
incentives. 
The Water Industry 
To give effect to the reforms that COAG has agreed to , a 
series of Working Groups have been established. The 
Working Group relevant to the water industry is the 
'Working Group on Water Resource Policy'. 

This Working Group was created by COAG at its 
meeting of June, 1993. The Working Group reported to 
the January 1994 meeting, and recommended that 
Heads of Government adopt a strategic framework for 
reform that involves: 
• changing pricing regimes to ensure that in time 

charges fully recoup operating costs and contain a 
component to enable supply systems to be 
maintained and refurbished or replaced as 
appropriate; 

• ensuring that future investment in new schemes, 
replacement or extensions to existing schemes be 
only undertaken after vigorous assessment indicates 
that they are economically viable and ecologically 
sustainable; 

• formalising water entitlement systems, including 
allocations for the environment; 

• the introduction of more widespread trading in water 
entitlements within the social, physical and ecological 
constraints of catchments; 
greater efficiency in service delivery; 

• changed institutional roles and responsibilities, 
including devolution where appropriate, of operational 
responsibility and control for irrigation schemes. 

Effect on the Synraysla Byral Water Aythor!tv? 
The Sunraysia Rural Water Authority (Murray Sunraysia 
Water) is presently coming to terms with the changes 
that are being imposed on all rural Victorian water 
authorities, and ultimately on all rural irrigation authorities 
throughout Australia. 

The corporatisation of Murray Sunraysia Water has 
been undertaken over the last couple of years, with 
significant changes being brought about in the way the 
Authority operates. 
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The requirement of the COAG agreem·ent that all 
GBEs be subject to full Commonwealth, state and 
territory taxes has two key elements. The first being the 
imposition of state sales taxes, and the second being the 
requirement that GBEs will pay Commonwealth income 
tax (i.e. company tax on profits at the present rate of 
36%). 

The area that Murray Sunraysia Water has the ability 
to influence the most out of this process is the impact of 
the imposition of company tax. The depreciation method 
adopted for the determination of water prices, and 
therefore profit, has the largest impact on the quantity of 
funds forwarded to state coffers. 

Initially deprivals based accounting methodology was 
identified as a possible salvation for the Authority to 
ensure that minimal profits were earned and therefore the 
company tax liability was kept to a minimum. A closer 
analysis has shown that this is not the case, and that 
other accounting practices will generate a more desirable 
outcome for both the Authority and irrigators. 

The desire to keep profit to a minimum is also driven 
by the Victorian government's policy of imposing a Public 
Authorities Dividend on rural water authorities. The 
Victorian government's policy on this matter is that 50% 
of after tax profit will be the dividend. Therefore the need 
to minimise profits is strengthened, while the Authority 
still generates funds for the refurbishment of assets. 

The ADFA believes that the imposition by the 
Victorian government of the Public Authorities Dividend is 
unjustified in the COAG agreement, and we will therefore 
be making every effort on behalf of our members to 
ensure that the impact of this policy is minimised, if not 
eliminated. 
Conclusion 

The actions undertaken by the Victorian government 
are consistent with the National Competition Policy 
legislation of competitive neutrality. The pace of these 
reforms is, however, frightening, with the COAG 
agreement stating "each party (states and territories) is 
free to determine its own agenda for the implementation 
of competitive neutrality principles". 

The Victorian government's reforms are well ahead 
of any other state's and are imposing burdens on 
Victorian irrigators that are not being felt in any other 
state. This is one of the platforms on which the ADFA 
has approached the Victorian Treasurer, Mr Alan 
Stockdale, seeking discussions on these matters. 
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----SnapMax 
Convenient • Fast • Reusable 

Vine protection season after season 

BETTER THAN ANYTHING BEFORE IT! 

• Fastens securely with an in-built tab system 

• No additional stakes, clips or bits required 

• Fastens directly onto wire 

• Easily adapted to wire height variations 

• Seals without gaps to contain & protect vine 

• Can be opened & resealed anytime for 
vine maintenance 

• Effortless & speedy installation 

• Can be removed easily without removing 
vines from wires 

• Economical because it's inexpensive & reusable 

• Quality because it's durable. It can be expected 
to last three seasons 

• Twin walled coreflute provides insulated 
envirorunent for vine 

• Light weight & compact for handling 

• Stores flat between uses 

SIZES: 450mm 600mm 900mm 

PATENT PENDING 
DESICN PATENT 

OR 

1200 MADETO mm ORDER 

TREE MAX Ph: (03) 9826 2644 Fax: (03) 9826 2533 
39-41 Wilson Street, South Yarra, Vic 3141 
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SUNBEAM 

Presents The Healthier Alternative 

AN UPDATE 
The May edition of ADFA News featured an article 

and photos on the release by Australian Dried Fruits 
Sales (ADFS) of the 'Sunbeam Selections' range of 
snack foods. 

The Sunbeam Selections range was launched in 
New South Wales in late May, and received positive 
feedback from retailers, consumers and dried fruit 
growers alike. 

To date, sales have been encouraging, according to 
ADFS' General Manager, Mr Neil White. 

"Our initial product research indicated that an 
opportunity existed for the development of a healthy 
snack alternative, which tasted good, and removed some 
of the guilt associated with snacking", Mr White said. 

"Australian dried fruits fitted the bill perfectly, 
especially when they are combined with chocolate and 
yoghurt coated nuts, soya crisps, spices, and other 
ingredients. 

"Most dried fruit growers have now tasted some of 
the mixes that are in the Sunbeam Selections range. All 
agree that they are tasty and offer consumers an 
enormous range of products to choose from. 

"To support the launch of the Sunbeam Selections 
range, ADFS will undertake a national $1 million 
television advertising campaign", Mr White said. 

ADFS has received many enquiries from growers 
and consumers as to why the Sunbeam Selections range 
is not yet available in other states, and particularly 
Victoria, as growers are looking for the product in their 
local supermarket. 

"ADFS made a st rategic decision to release the 
product in New South Wales only, which is easily 
Australia's largest market for dried fruits. 

"At this stage it seems that Sunbeam Selections will 
be launched in Victoria, Queensland and South Australia 
in early 1996. 

"Growers can be assured that ADFS is grasping all 
opportunities to sell the product as widely as possible. In 
fact, ADFS recently secured a contract for the sale of 
this product to New Zealand. 

"Overall things are going well, sales are promising, 
and we anticipate adding a number of new lines to the 
range in the near future", Mr White said. 

Photographed while at 1995 ADFA Federal Council were (left to right) Rosie Adams of the Riverland Fruit 
Co-operative, Lyn Heaysman, Merbein Branch delegate, lan Thorn, ADFA General Manager, Kaye Grivec, Red 

Cliffs Branch delegate, and Sandra Crouch, Merbein Branch delegate. 
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OTHER BRANDs·: MAY GET YOU IN. 
BUT THIS ONE ~"* WILL SEE YOU OUT. 

_.;.::.._.~! 

VINELEAF GROUP 

II comes down to endura nce. 
'bu get who! you pay lor. And when 
you decode on Worotah, you get full 
meosure 

Our golvomsing and wire drow•ng 
technology has been oworded the 
coveted AS3902 certificate. That's your 
assurance of quality. 

Add the BHP name and Austroloo
wode bock-up and supply. 

Plus o commitment to research and 
development that focuses on local 
condi tions. 

Foro hundred years, wf!ve stood 
by you and delovered the best there os. 

And we stand by you now, woth 
lencong mode to lost. 

And lost. 
Who knows. •I might see you out 
Why toke a rosk on anything else? 

• VINELEAF GROUP 

VINELEAF STORES 
IRYMPLE 

15th Street, 
lrymple 
24 5704 

MERBEIN MERBEIN 
Commercial Street, Main Avenue, 

Merbein Merbein 
25 2304 25 2402 

MILDURA COOMEALLA 

RED CLIFFS 
Laurel Avenue, 

Red Cliffs 
24 2102 

ROBINVALE 
Etiwanda Avenue, 

Mil dura 
Silver City 11/way, 

Coomealla 
Moore Street, 

Robin vale 
26 3904 
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