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A Review Of Markets And Prospects 
The dried fruits industry has had a period of comparatively successful 

marketing during the last few years due, to a large extent, to circumstances 
outside our control, that have re-acted in our favor overseas. 

That our good fortune is due to the misfortunes of others is a matter that 
calls for careful consideration when planning the future. A review of the 
conditions affecting our sales during the last few years immediately brings to 
mind the thought that a change in the fortunes of our competitor nations can 
have a very big influence on our returns and indicates the necessity for those in 
the industry to take a conservative outlook in their affairs. 

Let us examine the pos1t10n in detail: 

SULJ'ANAS 
Over the last three years this: fruit has re

turned to growers over £3 0 per ton for aver
age grades, in the sweat, on an annual aver
age crop of approximately 42,000 tons. In 
I933 when heavy crops were the rule in other 
countries and the Australian crop was 54,000 
tons, the sweat box return was approximately 
£27 per ton. On the law of averages it might 
be said that this position is due to arrive again 
after the series of low.er yields both in Aus
tralia and California in recent years. 

Sultanas are selling well today, and having 
regard to the lower quality of the crop due 
to rain damage, the London average of £43 
compar.ed with £42 last year for better aver
age quality fruit, is good. At the rate at which 
fruit is selling there is every indication that 
the crop will be· sold before the I938 season's 
fruit reaches the market. 

This firm position is due to several factors: 
I. The Australian crop for 1937, 44,500 
tons, is about normal. 
2. Heavy clearances of the 1936 

Smyrna sultana crop under treaty with Ger
many. 

3. Estimate of low Smyrna crop for 
I937-65,000 tons, compared with 78,000 
tons in 1936. 

4. Short Californian crop for 1936-
18I,OOO tons, compared with 203,000 tons 
in 1935. 

5. Fore·cast that the I937 Californian 
crop will be 3 to 4 weeks behind the I 9 3 6 
crop-and reports that the crop will be of 
average quantity. This forecast dates as 
at June-July. The harvest is made in Sep
tember-October, and the figures can be 
taken as a reasonable maximum. 

At the time of writing there has been a 
comparative falling off in the sales, but this 
cannot be traced to any reason that can be 
considered detrimental to our prospects. 

A pleasing feature of the mould problem 
is that the improvements in packing practice 
has enabled the salvaging of the bulk of the 
fruit, covered by "deduction for mould," for 
distillation purposes. A pool will be· establish
ed for this fruit in which growers will share 
in proportion to their deducted tonnage. 

A very satisfactory price is being obtained 
for good quality fruit, and it is indeed grati
fying to know that the Nyah-Woorinen 
areas, where good quality crops were harvested 
this year, will benefit after several years of 
misfortune. 

CURRANTS 
In view of the world produc'tion and the 

fierce competition due to lower preferences 
this fruit has not given growers a return as 
good as that froin sultanas. Given good con
ditions the _yield from currants would be 
higher per acre than from sultanas _and they 
would be a payable variety at a lower return 
than that fruit gives. However, currant 

growers have had a bad time from the ele
ments and have caught it both ways. The 
figures for the last four years are of interest 
in that they indicate the influence of tonnage 
on price. They are as follows: 

Production Sweat Box Values 
1934 17,804 tons £28 Approx. 
1935 2!,118 tons £23/10/ 
1936 12,300 tons £29 
1937 18,000 tons (est.) £21 ( £14 to date) 

The sales to the Commonwealth and other 
fixed pric~ markets .are approximately 6,500 
tons, the balance of sales being made in the 
U.K. As the tonnage for this market in
crease's so does the incidence of the better re
turns from the 6,500 tons become less. 

The 1937 position for this fruit does not 
appear as bright as we could wish, although, 
the crop, being fairly well up to full produc
tion, with minimise the effect of the lower re
turn per ton that is indicated. The London 
price for currants today is from £28 to £30 
per ton (which would give a sweat box return 
of £18 to £19) as compared with £36 for 1934 
on a similar tonnage, but of higher quality, 
and a London average of £3 0 for the 19 3 5 and 
I 9 3 6 .sales. Canada and the East are up to 
expectations, but the New Zealand sales are 
down on account of solid competition from 
Greece. It will be remembered that the N.Z. 
preference does not apply to currants, and we 
are thereby at a disadvantage in that market 
as compared with Canada and to some extent 
the U.K. 

To make conditions more difficult, the 
Greek Central Currant Office is subsidising ex
ports to New Zealand, and their currants can 
now be landed at £5 per ton under ours. Un
der these circumstances sales of currants to 
date at 400 tons, representing nea.rly 90 per 
cent. of imports, speaks well for the loyalty 
of the trade to Australian products, and for the 
hold of the business that we have. Chain 
store operators are almost solely responsible 
for foreign importations this season. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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REVIEW OF MARKETS AND PROSPECTS 
(Contniue4 from Page 1) 

Sales in the United Kingdom to date amount 
to 4300 tons, which is only 40 per cent. of 
!Stimated total exports. This is lower than we 
would like to see at this time, but sales are pro
gressing steadily, and there is not great cause 
for concern. 

However, there is a note of encouragement 
in reports of the Greek position (Californian 
~Fruit News) which has always been a menace 
to us in the fact that she produce-s far more 
than the world requirements, and if the price 
control system were to break we would be- al
most hopelessly out of the U.K. market with 
10,000 to 12,000 tons on our hands. The 
report states as follows:-

"The currant question, the fifty-year-old 
National problem, is now touching its final 
critical stage. The re-organisation of the 
country in all its branches, under the leader
ship of General John Metaxes, has regulated 
that q1..1estion, too, as follows:-

'Now plantations are strictly forbidden, 
under severe penalties. Each grower will up
root a certain percentage of his product, re
dressed by the Government for a number 
of years, until his substitute cultivations 
prove remunerative. This will do away with 
surpluses accumulated at the end of each 
season, and is expected to bring cultivation 
in line with world consumption.' 

"Forty-five years ago, Mr. Charilaos Tri
coupis, eminent Prime Minister of Greece, 
prophesied that the currant question will be 
solved by itself. This meant that if it did 
not prove remunerative it ought to be nat
ural for the growers to turn to substitutes. 
Politics, however, with their usual fantastic 
promises, kept growers hoping against hope 
all these years. •• 

LEXIAS 
Lexia growers have had a run of good sea

sons at gradually rising returns. The figures for 
this fruit give indications of another good 
year for the 1937 crop. They are:--

Production London Av. Sweat Box 
1934 7205 £33 3 0 £23 0 0 
1935 5696 £38 15 0 £28 10 0 
1936 7022 £43 11 0 £29 0 0 
1937 6500 (est.) £43 10 0 (at Aug.) 

£28 0 0 
(£13 paid to date) 

The amount available for the U.K. for 1937 
will be approximately 1,200 tons, and experi
ence has shown that there should be no diffi
culty in quitting this tonnage for the retail 
trade at remunerative prices without the dan
ger of meeting the necessity of bulk sales at 
lower prices as happens when the amount of 
fruit is much in excess of 1,200 tons on this 
market. Sales in London are, to date, 480 
tons, and are, as usual at this time of the year, 
on the slow side, but the allocation for the 
Commonwealth and Dominion markets is al
most fully take·n up with forward bookings. 
There is no doubt that values will be influenced 
to a great extent by events in Spain during 
the next two or three months (harvesting 
takes place in September-October). There is 
no news as to how the Valencia crop is, and 
London advices are that it is impossible to 
secure any reports owing to conditions in that 
unfortunate country. 

An important aspect of the future of the 
lexia trade is the excellent progress that has 
been made in seeding processing and the possi
bilities in the U.K. in this avenue. 

Taking all matters into consideration it can 
be estimated that the· industry generally will 
have a good year. Again, as will be seen, large
ly due to conditions overseas favoring us. It 
is apparent that the recent run of payable 
prices has tended to bring about an incipient 
boom in land values in some centres, and too 
much stress cannot be put upon the necessity 
for careful consideration of the possibilities of 
the next few years. Some of these might, with 
advantage, be summarized as follows:-

Larger crops overseas-effect of any al-
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Victorian Dried Fruits Act 
Regulations Upheld By High Court 

Regulations under the Victorian Dried Fruits Act prohibiting the sale of 
dried fruits which had not been packed in registered packing houses were up· 
held by the Full High Court. By a majority of four to one the Court dismissed, 
with costs, the appeals of F. Hartley, Alfred Edwards, Charles Dennett, and 
Herbert Windsor Tickell, who had been convicted of hreaking the regulations 
by selling unprocessed fruit to F. A. James. 

In the Mildura Court on May II, each of the defendants had been fined 
£20, with £5/19/- costs. Mr. H. R. Pyvis, P.M .• then said the Court had 
decided that the compulsory packing was not an interference with freedom of 
passage, and that Regulations 22 and 22a were purely intrastate or domestic. 
and that in enforcing them the State did not contravene Section 92 of the 
Constitution. 

Announcing the judgment of the High 
Court, Sir John Latham (Chief Justice) said 
that legislation, Federal or State, would be 
invalid where it was purely restrictive of inter
state trade, but where regulations went further 
by controlling, directing and regulating inter
state trade and, as in the present case, by in
sisting on proper standards being preserved, 
such laws were not a mere restriction of free
dom at the frontier, and were therefore not 
invalid under Section 92 of the Constitution. 

The regulation .was within the power of the 
State Parliament, both as health or pure· food 
legislation and as regulation of trade, includ
ing interstate trade. It was not invalid as re
straining freedom at the frontier in the sense 
attributed to that term in the· Privy Council 
judgment of James versus the Commonwealth, 
read as a whole. 

The Chief Justice added that in his opinion 
the business of packing fruit had no interstate 
element in it. It was an operation carried on at 
a definite place, and was begun and completed 
at that place. 

teration in our preferences-the cessation of 
hostilities in Spain-the uncertainty of our 
marketing legislation giving effective stabil
isation-higher costs due to the increased 
price of boxes, basic wage, etc. 

In conclusion, it is highly satisfactory to 
note that our sales to Canada are reaching 
record :figures this year, and that the Common
wealth orders for fruit are well ahead of those 
for this time last year. Our home market is 
gradually increasing and as it is our most valu
able one it is essential that .every grower does 
his utmost to ensure that by organised selling 
we hold it to the best interests of all in the in-
dustry. -J.H.G. 

f4r. Justice Rich said that the purpose of the 
regulation was to secure quality and propriety 
in the product, and not to check dome·stic or 
external trade. It said nothing about a passage 
across a border, and did not attempt to restrict 
it. 

Mr. Justice Evatt said the purpose of pack
ing and processing was to improve the purity, 
quality and merchantibility of the fruit. It 
might equally be conte'nded that there was 
prohibition of the local and overseas sales of 
impure foods and unbranded poisons. 

Mr. Justice Dixon, in a dissenting judg
ment, said the purpose or policy inspiring the 
regulation was beside the question, for it ope·r
ated entirely to £orbit interstate trade in un
packed dried fruits between growers and pack
ers, and permitted intrastate trade in that com
modity. He considered the appeals should be 
allowed and the convictions set aside. 

A stay of 14 days was asked for and granted. 

GREEN MANURE 
Just prior to the end of winter, the crop 

should be ploughed in, for at that time it is still 
succulent and the soil is fairly damp. These 
conditions favor fairly rapid decay. If the 
ploughing under of the crop is delayed until 
the plants become fibrous, they will be slow 
in decaying, and this will cause inconvenience 
to cultivation in summer and, in addition, the 
soil will be left in a very open condition, thus 
hastening drying out as the days become war
mer. 

It is sometimes advisable to plough the crop 
in while it is still short rather than to delay 
ploughing until late spring in order to obtain a 
greater mass of greenstuff. Unfavorable grow
ing condition during autumn and early winter 
will indicate the advisability of this course. 

The Mildura Co .. operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd. 

MILDURA 
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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT MEETING 
A meeting of the Board was held in Mel

bourne on July 29th. The main matters dis
cussed of particular interest to growers . were 

. as follows:-

LEXIAS FOR SEEDING 
Further to the discussion at last Board 

meeting, Mr. D. C. Winterbottom presented 
a letter received from Mr. A. V. Lyon, Officer
in-Charge, Commonwealth Research Station, 
Merbein, regarding the dipping of gordos to 
improve the quality for seeding purposes. The 
Board considered this problem and the opinion 
was held in certain quarters, that the cold 
dip was not suitable for lexias used for seed
ign. It was decided that it would be advisable 
to undertake experiments with various dips and 
processing, with a view to arriving at a better 
conclusion in this matter, but in the mean
time, growers were recommended to continue 
as far as _possible with the caustic dip, until 
a :final recommendation with regard to the 
tests. It was decided to request the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research to make 
Mr. Orton's services available for these ex
periments. 

PUBLICATION "WATER INTO GOLD" 
The Board had before them for examination 

an advance copy of the book, "Water into 
Gold," and general approva'l was expressed 
regarding the publication. It was felt that 
the book should be appreciated by growers 
and all interested in the industry. Considera
tion was given to the people to whom free 
copies of the book were to be sent. It was 
decided that the Association send a copy to 
each of the dried fruit distributing agents in 
the Commonwealth. 

It was resolved that the following resolution 
be recorded and sent to 1\1rs. Hill: "That we 
record our deep appreciation of the invaluable 
history of the dried fruits industry narrated 
in the book "Water into Gold," by lvirs. Ern
estine Hill. 

FREIGHTING AGREEMENT 
The chairman reported that Mr. Malloch 

and himself had interviewed representatives 
of the Associated Steamship Owners regard
ing the notification that freight rates between 

Matters Of Interest 
To Growers 

Melbourne, Sydney, Newcastle and Brisbane 
were to be increased, and it was urged that 
owing to II!-creased costs in the industry, the 
shipping companies should reconsider their de
cision to increase freights. The secretary re
ported that the Associated Steamship Owners 
had advised that they could not see their way 
to alter their decision, notifying an increase in 
freight of 2/6 per ton, in lieu of the 3/- orig
inally suggested, and the new rates came into 
operation on July 1st, instead of on May lOth 
as previously suggested. 

MILDURA JUBILEE 
Some time back Milduri members of the 

Board recommended that the services of our 
organiser should be made available for a few 
weeks to the 11ildura Jubilee Committee, for 
organising purposes. As it was not found pos
sible to make the services of our organise!' 
available, it was resolved: "That the Associ
ation donate the sum of £20 towards the 
Jubilee Fund at l\.fildura." 

MIXED FRillTS 
The Association have been asked for a ruling 

as to whether an agent registered by the As
sociation is permitted to offer mixed fruits to 
buyers other than those on the A.D.F.A. dis
ributing agents list. It was decided to notify 
agents that sales of mixed fruit should be re
stricted to A.D.F .A. channels. 

A statement was submitted to the meeting 
regarding the quantity of mixed fruits hand
led by Association distributors for season 1936, 
and it was learnt that the total distribution of 
mixed fruits amoun-ted to over 8:00 tons. 

INCORPORATION OF ASSOCIATION 
A letter from the Association's solicitors 

was read and it was decided to defer the con
sideration of this matter, as it was felt that it 
would be unwise to come to any decision 
until provisions of the New Companies' Act 
for Victoria were known. 

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
Mr. Parker J. Moloney, Chairman of the 

Victorian Dried Fruits Board attended the 
meeting by invitation and the progress of re
presentations on legislative measures was dis
cussed at length. It was agreed that every ef
fort shotlld be made· to have the objective of 
the industry considered at the meeting of l\.fin
isters of Commerce and Agriculture, to be 
held at Brisbane in August. 

FUTURE PLANTINGS 
A discussion took place regarding the ques

tion of additional plantings of vines, particu
larly in Victoria, and it was decided to make 
representations to the authorities, with the ob
ject of controlling any further planting of 
vines for the production of dried fruits. 

INTERSTATE CHARGES FUNDS 
In view of the fact that an increase in 

freight between Melbo11rne, Sydney, New
castle and Brisbane has taken place, a review 
of the Interstate Charges Fund of the various 
States was made, and it was decided that the 
matter should be held in abeyance until the 
end of November, when it will be possible to 
get a more accurate statement of the position 
of the various funds, and if necessary an ad
justment will then be made. 

VINE FRUIT QUOTAS-SEASON 1937 
Statements were submitted to the meeting, 

giving the latest pack figures and tonnages 
sold to the different markets. After an analysis 
of the figures, it was decided to advise agents 
of the percentages they are to set aside· for the 
various markets. 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 
It was resolved, "That the next Board meet

ing be held in Melbourne on August 27th, 
1937." 

FEDERAL COUNCIL MEETING 
A discussion took place regarding the date 

of the next Federal Council meeting, and it 
was tentatively arranged that same would 
commence in Melbourne on October 20th, 
1937. 

your VINES need ? 
A ~~cOMPLETE .. FERTILISER THIS YEAR. 
Do 

* 2:2: I is so rich in plant food that 3-5 cwts. per acre will give BETTER results than 
twice the amount of a weak fertiliser. 

* * 2 : 2 : I contains ALL the necessary plant foods, thus ensuring MAXIMUM YIELD. 

* * * 2 : 2 : I is so well BALANCED with Potash, Nitrogen and Phosphate~ that it 
ensures HIGHEST QUALITY. 

V.tt 30/37 

APPLY 2:2 • • I • an EARLY AUGUST 
Obtainable from ALL Sheds. 
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Investigations of Local Problems 
This article gives an account of the organisation of an Enquiry Committee 

constituted in the Nyah-Woorinen district for the purpose of improving the yield 
and quality of the dried fruit produced in these districts; it also discusses the 
investigations carried out. 

The growth and maturity of the vine were studied; and a similarity of 
growth in this district, to that in other Murray Valley districts, but with a lag 
of ten days, was disclosed. The investigations on various soil types indicated 
that soil type was by no means a dominant factor in yield. 

Pruning trials, and a study of the relationship of vegetative growth to 
yield, showed that district practice could be improved by a restriction of the 
bearing wood, and that the size, and rate and extent of development of the 
bunches, were related to the development of shoots on which the bunches were 
borne. 

(By D. V. WALTERS, B.Agr.Sc., 
of the Council's Commonwealth 

Station, Merbein) 

an Officer 
Research 

Thy Nyah-Woorinen district has averaged 
1 ton per acre (5260 tons) over the years 1928-
3 6, compared with an average of 1.4 tons per 
acre for the Mildura district. This represents 
about 13 per cent. of the Victorian production, 
or 9 per cent. of the Commonwealth pack, over 
the same period. 

The two settlements are quite distinct, 
Woorinen being irrigated by gravity and com
prising river flat and ancient river terrace 
soils, while Nyah is served by a pumping 
plant, and the soils belong to the Mallee group. 

2. FORMATION OF INQUIRY 
COMMUTEE 

The low and irregular yield of dried fruit 
of poor quality became such a serious matter 
that in July, 1931, the Woorinen branch of 
the Returned Soldiers' and Sailors' Imperial 
Le·ague of Australia took a lead, and convened 
a meeting at which representatives of the State 
Rivers and Water Supply Commission, the 
Victorian Department of Agriculture, the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association, the De
partment of Commerce, the local Settlers' 
League, and the W oorinen Packing Company 
attended. A Woorinen (later Nyah-Woori
nen) Inquiry Committee was formed, with 
:M:r. P. T. Byrnes as chairman, and Mr. R. C. 
Polkinghorne as secretary, and the following 
matters were proposed for inquiry:-

!. Propaganda amongst growers during 
cui tiva tion season and harvest. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Investigation into harvesting equip
ment, manures, dipping, and irriga
tion problems. 

Methods of finishing off fruit in regard 
to trays, dehydration, etc. 

Plan of a suitable drying green for 
W oorinen conditions and applicable 
to most blocks. 

The Victorian Department of Agriculture has 
borne the expenses incurred by its officers dur
ing investigations in these districts. 

3. VITICULTURAL INVESTIGATIONS 
(i) Observations Of Seasonal Growth 

Before investigations designed to improve 
yields were initiated, comprehensive observa
tions were made during the 1931-32 season 
of the sprouting, ·growth, and maturation of 
vines, and of growers' cultural practices, as a 
basis of comparison with conditions in the 
Mildura and South Australian dried fruits 
areas. Investigations were commenced during 
the 1932-33 season, and the'Se observations 
were continued during this and the following 
season. 

It has been found at Merbein that a count 
of the buds in spring, giving the proportions 
of fruitful, barren, and dormant buds, is a 
guide to the harvest prospects. Counts made 
on a numbel' of sites over three seasons (1931-
34) showed that the potential crop was similar 
in the Mildura, Renmark and Nyah-Woorinen 
districts. A count of the flowers before set
ting on one, and of the berries set on another, 
of two comparable bunches, using 60 repli
cates, showed that the Nyah-Woorinen dis
tricts were normal in percentage of flowers 
set. They were normal also in the rate and 
amount of seasonal growth, the numbers of 
bunches and yield of fresh fruit, the weight of 
prunings, the numbers of canes available at 
pruning, and so on. 
Periodic determinations ~o-
of the size of the ber
ries showed that they 
grew at a normal rate 
and attained a normal tS-1 

size at rna turity. 

10-
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points on the curves of acidity and density 
are separated by a time interval of 10 days. 
This lag has been apparent in each season 
since 19 31. There is a further restriction of 
the drying season due to the greater possibility 
of the summer weather "breaking" about mid
March, Mildura, with its lower rainfall and 
higher ave·rage temperatures, often enjoying 
favorable drying conditions until late April. 

In consideration of the lag in maturity, and 
the consequent restricted drying season, the 
yield of dried fruit from a given quantity of 
fresh fruit must necessarily be lower in Nyah· 
Woorinen than Merbein, as there is a funda
mental negative correlation between Baume 
and the ratio of fresh to drie·d weight. There 
is no evidence that the higher maturity levels 
of the Mildura district would be attained in a 
normal season, and in any case a delay in har
vesting to permit further ripening is not prac
ticable owing to the weather conditions dis
cussed above. 

(ii) Influence Of Soil Type 
In order to investigate the commonly-held 

opinion that soil type is a dominant factor in 
production, and also to obtain an estimate of 
the variability of vine yields in the district, 
individual records of weight of fre·sh fruit and 
numbers of bunches were made on groups of 
60 vines on a number of sites, during the 1933 
harvest. The soil types are those named by 
the Division of Soils. The results are shown 
in Table I. 

TABLE 1 
Mea.n YieCLd of 60 Vines 

Soil Types in Increasing per Site 
S'and Percentage Weight of No. of 

Fresh Fruit Bunches 

Woorinen-
Beverford clay loam 
Bev.erford clay loam 
W oorinen loam 
Tatchera sandy loam 
M.urray sand 

Nyah-
N yab clay loam 
N yah clay loam 
Vinifera loam 
Vinifera loam 
Tyntynder sand 
Tyntynder sand 

.... ..... ,r ......._, 
-{......_ ...................... 
I .... '• ........ 
I 'c......o 

lb. 
33.8 49.5 
40.9 48.4 
41.6 42.8 
3 3.4 44.5 
25.2 38.3 

43.7 55.9 
22.2 32.4 
32.7 41.1 
41.5 45.8 
39.4 41.8 
32.2 48.3 

The committee recognised from the outset 
that, while improvement in dried fruit pro
duction would result from research work, 
much immediate advancement would be ob
tained by a proper application of cultural 
methods known to be sound in practice. This 
extension work was undertaken by the com
mittee, monthly bulletins edited by its chair
man being issued direct to growers. At the 
request of the committee, various investiga
tions have be·en carried out in the Nyah-Woo
rinen districts. Irrigation investigations were 
conducted by the Victorian Department of 
Agriculture and the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research conjointly. A discussion 
of viticultural and soil drainage investigations, 
carried out under the dire·ction of the council, 
is presented below. 

However, a general 
lag of I 0 days at 
Nyah- Woorinen was 
observed for date of. 
sprouting, any given 
size of berry, and any 
given stage of matur
ity as determined biy 
the acidity and Baume 
(specific gravity) of 
the ,expressed juice. 
The lag is well shown 
in Fig. 1; comparable 

IS- I I 

Finance for local expenses, amounting to 
about £80 per annum, has been raised by the 
committee, while other expenses have been 
met by the Commonwealth Research Station, 
Merbein, from a grant made by the Common
wealth Dried Fruits Control Board for thi~ 
type of work in dried fruits districts generally. 
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It will be seen that soil type is by no means 
a dominant factor in yield. Similar yields 
were obtained on various soil types, and widely 
differing yields were obtained on the same soil 
type. It was noticeable, however, that the 
vines on the whole were more even, the coeffi
cient of variability of both yield and number 
of bunches ranging from 12 to 20 per cent. 
compared with 20 to 3 0 per cent. at Merbein. 

(iii) Persistence Of Bunches 
Late development of a small proportion of 

fruitful buds (about 5 per cent. of the total 
for sultanas) was found in all cases where a 
spring and harvest count of bunches was made. 
In Fig. 2 the frequency of fruitful shoots, ex
pressed as a percentage of the total buds under 
observation, is shown for each bud position 
along the cane. Thirty vines, averaging eight 
canes of 14 buds per vine, were examined in 
October, 1933, and again in late February, 
1934. A separate record was made of each 
cane, showing, for each bud position on that 
cane, the occurrence of a barren shoot, fruit
ful shoot or dormant bud. Some losses and 
gains of fruitful shoots were noted; on the 
whole· the losses were slight, but the gains were 
definite, showing that some buds classed as 
dormant in October bear fruit at harvest. 

In some cases, treatment of the vine in Oc
tober and November appeared to cause a gain 
in the number of fruitful bunches. In one 
experiment (1933-34), every fourth bunch 
was removed from the vine before flowering, 
there being 34 replicates with alternate treat
ment and control vines. At harvest, a count 
of bunches revealed that there wer.e only 15 
per cent. less bunches on the treated vines as 
compared with the controls. As a result of 
this small difference in numbers of bunches, 
no differences were revealed in either fresh 
weight or Baume of the fruit at harve·st. 

so 
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With the Zante currant, even greater gains, 
of up to 15 per cent., were noted in the num
ber of bunches observed at harven as com
pared with those pres·ent in November. In 
three separate trials, early cincturing before 
November 18 gave· an increase of 7 to 14 per 
cent. in the number of bunches harvested, as 
compared with late cincturing (November 
30), indicating that this variety may develop 
more bunches in response to treatment. 

(iv) Relation Of Vegetative Growth 
To Yield 

The object of all pruning is to limit the 
number of fruits for improvement in quality; 
in the case of the vine an excess of fruiting 
wood gives a large number of unsatisfactory 
bunches. A study of the fruiting unit of the 
sultana vine, i.e., the cane, was therefore made. 
The object was to determine the relationship 
between vegetative growth of the unit and 
the quantity of fruit borne thereon, using 
vines pruned to the same number of canes. 

Detailed records of the position of the 
shoot, length of shoot in October and Feb
ruary, estimated size of bunch in October, and 
weight of bunch in February were made on 30 
vines (see section iii-"Persistence·") . The 
vegetative growth in rhe spring is closely cor
related with that found at harvest. Using the 
cane as a unit, a correlation of 0.75 was ob
tained betwe·en the length of shoots in Octo
ber and in February, indicating the desirability 
of satisfactory early growth, especially in view 
of the relationship of growth and yield dis
cussed below. 

A low correlation is obtained between the 
length of a single shoot and the weight of the 
bunch borne thereon (r equals 0.45); how
ever, when all the shoots on a cane are classed 
together, the correlation of length of shoots 
to weight of bunches becomes highly signifi
cant (r equals 0.71). An even better figure 
is obtained by omitting the barren shoots from 
the calculation, when r becomes 0.82. Using 
the vine as a unit, correlations of the order of 
0.8 :ue obtained between the length of all 
shoots and yield, and between the length of 
fruitful shoots only and yield. 
I, v) Pruning Trials 

Having established a relationship between 
growth and yield, with the vine as the unit, it 
was then shown that there is a negative corre·
lation of -0.4 to -0.5 between yield and qual
ity (expressed as Beaume) on similarly treated 
groups of vines. 

With the object of investigating the inter
relationship of growth, yield, and quality, 
three trials were initiated on vines pruned to 
various numbers of canes. 

The trials were simple in design, consisting 
::~f 6, 8, and 10 canes as the treatments, re
peated in that order until 60 replicates were 
obtained. The pruning treatments were com
menced during pruning (1932) on one site, 
and during pruning (1933) on the other two 
"ites, and were repeated each year. The trials 
were consistent, and the results of one typical 
case are given in Table 2. 

It will be noted that there is a compensation 
effect, such that any treatment which increased 
yield of fresh fruit decreased Baume, so that 
the net effect is no significant increase in the 
yield of dried fruit. A greater number of 
canes causes an increase in the number of 
bunches, but not in direct proportion to the 
increase in the number of canes; two-thirds 
more canes give only one-third more bunches. 
The total weight of prunings does not vary 
with differences in the number of canes laid. 
Hence the ratio of one-year-old wood (the 
previous season's growth) to total prunings 
necessarily de·creases with an incr.ease in the 
number of canes; the balance of the prunings 
is the two-year-old wood, that is, canes left 
at the previous pruning. A larger number of 
canes thus lowers the quality of the shoots on 
which the fruit is borne, explaining in part the 
lower Baume reading. 

Disadvantages resultant on leaving 10 canes 
as against six included the difficulty of main
taining all the vines at the 10-cane level over 
a period of years, as the vine simply did not 
produce the requisite number. It is obvious, 
also, that harvesting costs per ton of dried 
fruit are increased with increased number of 
canes. It has been found general over several 
seasons, and is shown in Fig. 1, that sultanas 
in the Nyah-Woorinen district ripen approxi
mately at the rate of 1 deg. Baume in seven 
days during the :first half of February, and 
at the rate of 1 deg. Baume in 13 days during 
the last half of February. Hence the reduc
tion of half a degree Baume due to the ten
cane pruning treatment quot .... d above may 
mean a difference of a week before the fruit 
ripens to the standard of maturity of the six
cane vines, and ultimately a reduction in qual
ity of the dried prodUct. With the possibility 
of unrdiable weather conditions after mid
March, pruning to 10 canes for an increase of 
crop is hazardous. Taking into consideration 
the negative correlation between yield and 
Baume mentioned above, and the fact that in 
these trials very little alteration in dried yield 
was obtained by an increase in number of 
canes, six canes have been recommended, with 
seven to eight on very vigorous vines, for the 
Nyah-Woorinen district . 

Pruning data were obtained on these three 
trials during the winter of 1934, but in the 
following October a severe frost occurred 
throughout the district, reducing the crop by 
50 to 8 0 per cent., and the trials were aban
doned. 

TABLE 2 

Observation Mean Yields of- Significant 
Difference 6 Canes 8 Canes 

Seco11d Harvest .. A.fter Commencement of Trial 
·weight of fresh fruit lb. 49.8 54.5 
Baume degrees .. 10.9 10.7 
Weight of dried fruit calculated lb. 10.7 11.2 
Number of bunches 63.1 71.0 
Mean bunch weight .. lb. 0.80 0.76 

Third Time of Pruning 
Weight of one-year-old wood lb. 4.21 3.52 
Weight of two-year-old wood .. .. lb. 2.30 2.50 
Total weight of pruning.s .. .. . . lb. 6.47 6.00 
Ratio of one-year-old wood to total weight of 

prunings .. .. .. .. . . . . . . .. 64% 58% 
Weight of two-year-old wood per cane lb. 0.70 0.44 
\Veight of one-year-old wood per cane lb. 0.38 0.31 

10 Canes 

58.7 

p = 0.05 

4.86 
10.4 0.40 
11.6 1.18 
80.9 5.40 

0.75 

3.39 
2.82 
6.18 

54% 
0.34 
0.28 

0.06 

0.58 
0.58 
0.68 

1.5 
0.08 
0.05 
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The Influence of Tipping, Topping, Cincturing 
and Disbudding and Yield in the Sultana Vine 

By ]. E. THOMAS, B.Sc., B.Agr.Sc., B.V.Sc., C.S.I.R., Merbein, and C. BARNARD. D.Sc., C.S.I.R., Canberra. 

SUMMARY 
Experimental work dealing with certain 

summer treatments of the sultana vine, viz., 
tipping, topping, disbudding, and cincturing, 
has been carried out using mature vines on 
their own root system. The conclusions are:-

(l)The reaction of the sultana to tipping 
and topping depends upon the severity 
of the treatment and the vigor of the 
vine, but all forms of summer pruning 
are distinctly detrimental to weak vines 
and undesirable even for the most vigor
ous vines. 

(2) Disbudding, if practis·6d early in the 
season, does not appreciably influence 
either growth or yieM. If carried out 
late in the season (Nov-EUnber), it is 
equivalent to partial defoliation and re· 
suits in a reduction of yield. 

1. INTRODUCTION 
Several types of summer pruning, v1z., tip

ping, topping, disbudding, and cincturing, are 
practised by the vigneron, and each treatment 
is of definite value under certain conditions. 
Tipping, topping, and disbudding are used with 
advantage in training young vines, while cine
turing has very desirable effects on mature 
vines of some varieties. Very little is known 
regarding the effect of these treatments on 
mature vines of the sultana variety. All four 
treatments have, however, been applied to ma
ture sultana vines by growers in the Mil dura 
district, and considerable difference of opinion 
exists as to the benefits obtained. Experimental 
work dealing with the· reactions of these vines 
to the treatments was therefore undertaken, 
and the present article contains an account of 
these studies. 

Tipping or "pinching" means removing the 
tips of the· growing shoots; topping involves 
cutting off portion of the distal end of the 
shots as well. Summer pruning of this type 
has been practised on mature vines and strongly 
advocated by a number of growers in the Mil
dura district since about 1912, it being main
tained that fruit-bud formation and conse
quently yields in the following season are 
greatly increased. Anthony, working in the 
State of New York, United States of America, 
found that pinching the shoots of vinifera 
grape vines when about 3 0 inches long resulted 
in more mature cane·s for the following season 
and "if properly done added to the fruitfulness 
of the vine." Bioletti and Flossfeder, on the 
other hand, found in California that while tip
ping and topping slightly increased the yield 
of fruit in the varieties Carignane and Tokay 
during the first season of treatment, they de
creased the crop of the second season. The 
increase was attributed mainly to a better set
ting of the· berries and to the fact that a small 
second crop was produced on the laterals which 

aros.e as a result of tipping. No increase in 
fruit-bud formation was reported. In view 
of these conclusions and the increasing popu
larity of the practice in the Mildura area, the 
desirability of investigating the effect of the 
operation on the yield and fertility of the sul
tana was apparent. 

The operation of disbudding is slightly dif
ferent for young and old vines. In young 
vines it consists ·-in removing, during an early 
stage in development, all shoots not required 
in making the framework. In mature vines 
it consists in removing such barren or unfruit
ful shoots as ·could not be· utilised for bearing 
wood the folloWing season. In the sultana from 
30 per cent to 70 per cent. of the shoots are 
unfruitful, and disbudding is practised to a 
limited extent. It has been claimed that the 
barren shoots contribute but little to the de
velopment of the crop, and if removed early in 
the season allow the development of greater 
strength and vigor in the fruiting shoots. The 
operation has therefore been subjected to ex
experimental trial. 

During the course of preliminiary experi
ments, data were obtained which suggested 
that the response to summer pruning of vines 
on their own root systems might be different 
from that of those on phylloxera-resistant 
stock. As commercial plantings of sultanas 
consist almost entirely of vines on their own 
roots, the present article, in order to avoid con
fusion, deals only with the results obtained 
from such vines. 

2. EXPERIMENTAL METHODS 
The single vine planted lift. x 9ft. was 

adopted as the unit of treatment and. except 
in two experiments noted below, the trials were 
set out in the form of randomised blocks. 
Fisher's method of the analysis of variance 
was used to examine the results. In exper-i
ments 1 and 2, dealing with tipping, the vines 
were arranged systematically a b a b a b etc., 
and Student's method was used in calculating 
the results when the data plotted in graph form 
gave no evidence of a fertility gradient. 

Technical difficulties were also e·ncountered 
in obtaining the yield of dried fruit for indi
vidual vines. The weight of fresh fruit may 
be easily measured, but, under the rack system 
of drying which is universally practised in the 
Mildura district, the separate drying of fruit 
from individual vines involves considerable 
labor. The necessity of obtaining such records 
was apparent, however, since it was found that 

·certain of the treatments influenced the sugar 
content of the fresh fruit and hence, to a 
marked extent, the ratio of fresh to dry weight. 
In order to obviate the labor of separate drying, 
two methods were employed. 

In one method samples were taken from the· 
shoulder of at least 50 per cent. of the bun
ches on .each vine just before· harvest and com
pOsited;· the juice was expressed and the speci
fic ·gravity determination made by means of 
a hydrometer graduate'd in degrees Beaume. A 
drying ration corresponding to this reading was 
employed to calculate dry weight. 

In the second method the whole of the fruit 
from each treatment was bulked and rack
dried, the bulk drying ratio thus obtained being 
used to obtain the dry weight yields of the 
individual vines. 

Other re·cords, including the number of buds 
left after pruning, the weight of prunings, the 
number of buds which developed in spring and 
in some cases the total elongation growth of 
the shoots, were taken in addition to the yield 
of fresh and dried fruit. 

3. TIPPING AND TOPPING 
EXPERIMENTS 

(a) Experimental. 
Tipping and topping trials were carried out 

on vines of different degrees of vegetative 
vigor, and in some experiments two different 
forms of tipping were employed. In other 
trials vines of comparable vegetative vigor were 
used, and the effects of tipping at different 
times were compared. The principal data ob
tained from these experiments are summarise·d 
in Table 2 and the results are discussed below:-

Experiment 1.-In Experiment 1, the vines 
were above average in yield and vigor. Two 
tippings were given to the shoots near the 
crown of the vine, the first in early November 
when the shoots were about 3ft. 6in. long and 
the second five weeks later. The purpose of 
the· second treatment was to restrain the growth 
of the laterals which arose as a result of the 
first tipping. 

The treatment did not appreciably affect 
yield during the first season but did increase 
fruit bud formation. The greater number of 
bunches produced by the tipped vines during 
the second season resulted in an increased yield 
of fresh fruit. The sugar content of this fruit, 
however, was lower than that of the controls, 
and there was no significant difference in the 
yields of dried fruit. During the third season 
no significant di:ffere·nce occured in the num
ber of bunches produced on treated and control 
viiles, nor was there any difference in the 
yield of fresh fruit. The sugar content of 
the fruit from the tipped vines was again 
definitely Less than that of the controls, and, 
though the dry yield of the former was not 
significantly less, it showed a definite ten
dency to fall below that of the controls. A 
series of Beaume tests of the fruit on these vines 
showed that the difference in sugar content 
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at harvest was associated with a lag in matura
tion of the fruit of the tipped vines. The 
following figures illustrate this point:-

Degl·ees Baume 
Date Controls Tipped Difference 

Feb. 3, 1933 10.4 10.1 Not Significant 
Feb. 10, 1933. 11.6 11.3 Significant 
Feb. 17, 1933. 12.7 12.2 Significant 

Shoot growth, as shown by the weight of 
prunings, was also reduced. During the fourth 
season, results similar to those of the third 
season were obtained. 

The depressing effect of tipping upon the 
vegetative vigor of these vines is further illus
trated by the following observations. Firstly, 
during the third season an average· 43.5 metres 
of sound wood was produced on each control 
vine while only 29.6 metres was produced per 
tipped vine, the difference being significant. 
Secondly, it was noted that the effect of tipping 
during the first season was to induce the forma
tion of laterals. As the experiment progress
ed, the production of laterals by the tipped 
vines decreased, and by the fourth season actu
ally more laterals were developed on the con
trols than on the treated vines. In the latter 
lateral development appeared to be limited to a 
single long terminal on each shoot. Thirdly, 
the percentage of double shoots (i.e., those 
arising at one node) was significantly greater 
in the tipped vines than in the controls dur
ing the second season of treatment, but during 
the third season such shoots were significantly 
less numerous on the treated vine!). Finally, it 
was found that the effect of tipping on the 
weight of prunings persisted for at least one 
season after the treatment terminated. In 
1934-35, half of the tipped vines, selected at 
random, were left untreated, but the usual 
records were made during 1935-36. These 
data are shown in Table 3. Unfortunately, 
the reduction in the number of units reduced 
the precision of the experiments, and signifi
cant results were obtained only in the case 
of the weight of prunings. The yield results 
suggest that a persistence of the low sugar con
tent of the fruit also occurred. 
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Control 34.3 11.40 55 13.38 6.52 
Tipped 34.8 10.70 54 13.18 4.76 
Untipped 36.1 12.03 53 13.04 4.74 

Experiment 2.-In Experiment 2, similar 
vines on an adjacent plot were used, and a 
comparable, though more severe, treatment 
applied. Instead of removing the growing tip 
only, as in Experiment 1, about nine inches of 
the shoot was cut off and all shoots were 
treated. This treatment might thus be termed 
drastic topping. 

The effects of drastic topping were com
parable with, but more marked than, those of 
tipping. .The yield of the topped vines was 
slightly greater, though not significantly so, 
than that of the controls during the :first sea
son. Fruit-bud formation was increased, and 
the consequent increase in the yield of fresh 
fruit du,ri.ng .the second season more than 
compensated for its lower sugar content, with 
the result that the yield of drie·d fruit from 
the treated vines was also significantly greater 

than that frOm the controls. During the third 
season, however, the yield of fresh 'fruit from 
the control vines was greater than that of the 
topped, the sugar content was greater, and 
the yield of dried fruit was also substantially 
higher. By the third season, the depressing effect 
of the treatment on the vegetative vigor of 
the vines was significantly manifest in both 
the number of buds and shoots produced per 
vine and the weights of prunings obtained at 
the end of the season. 

The treatment was discontinued after the 
third season, but records were kept of the per
formance of the vines during the two follow
ing seasons. These data are included in Table 
2. During the first season (1934-35) after 
treatment had ceased, the <(topped" vines 
again produced a significantly lower yield of 
fresh fruit of lower sugar content than the 
controls and again the yield of dried fruit 
was depressed. Decreased vegetative vigor, as 
shown by the weight of prunings, also per
sisted. During the second season after the 
cessation of topping, no depression of yield was 
apparent, though reduced vegetative vigor was 
still a feature of the "topped" vines. It might 
be pointed out here, however, that the season 
19 3 5-3 6 was a year of general low fertility. 
The mean· yield of the controls was so low 
that it seems hardly likely that the after effects 
of any treatme·nt would have lowered it ap
preciably. 

During the winter of 1933, six typical canes 
were selected from each treatment in this 
experiment and from the tipped vines in Ex
periment 1. These were subjected to chemical 
analysis to determine starch content and the 
mean results were: Control 6.80 per cent., 
tipped 4.96 per cent., and topped 4.28 per cent. 
The difference between the control and topped 
vines was significant. The loss in vegetative 
vigor accompanying tipping and topping is ap
parently associated with a reduction in the 
amount of carbohydrate reserves. 

Experiment 3.-The vines used in this ex
periment were extremely vigorous and high 
yielding. 

Three treatments were applied, viz., (a) con
trol untipped, the growing shoots being wrapped 
around the trellis wires, (b) shoots near the 
crown of the vine tipped, and (c) all shoots 
tipped. In treatment (c) the terminal shoots 
on thf' canes were tipped in late October and, 
in November, when the shoots from the crown 
of the vine had reached a satisfactory length, 
all shoots were tipped. A third tipping was 
given to all shoots in early January. 

Both treatment (b) (shoots at crown of 
vine tipped) and tre·atment (c) (all shoots tip
ped) resulted in an increase in yield of fresh 
fruit during the first season. This increase was 
significant only in the case of treatment (b), 
but a significant increase in the yield of dried 
fruit from treatment (c) was obtained. A 
considerable increase in fertility also accom
panied treatment (c). During the second sea
son the effect of _tipping on the yield of fresh 
fruit was comparable with that indicated by 
Experimen~s 1 and 2. Unfortunately, owing 
to rain, no Beaume determinations could be 
made this season, and thus it was not pos
sible to calculate the dry yields. During the 
third season, hailstorms partially destroyed the 
crop and rendered yield figures valueless. Dur
ing the fourth season, treatment (c) resulted in 
a signific~nt loss in yield as compared with 
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treatment (b) and the controls. The depress
ing effect of both treatments on vegetative 
vigor was again manifest in reduced weight 
of prunings during the third and fourth sea
sons of treatment. 

In this experiment it was also noted that 
tipping all the shoots (treatment (c) ) result
ed in the production of stockier canes with 
shorter internodes than normal. During June, 
1933, a large number of canes were measured. 
The results are summarised below-
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Experiment 4.-The same treatments as m 
the preceding experiment were applied to a 
block of vines of low vegetative vigor, but 
only two tippings were required and therefore 
no treatment was applied in January. Neither 
treatment (b) or (c) had any effect upon the 
yield of the first season. Both treatments sig
nificantly increased the yield of fresh fruit 
during the second season, but the reduction in 
sugar content was most pronounced. .This had 
the effect, in treatment (c), of making the 
yield of dried fruit significantly lower than 
that of the controls. During the third season 
both treatments reduced the yield of fresh and 
dried fruit. A reduction in vegetative vigor 
comparable with that observed in the pre
vious experiments accompanied the treatments 
during the third season. The effect of tipping 
all shoots was more marked on yield and vege
tative vigor than tipping the shoots near the 
crown of the vine only. 

Experiments 5 and 6.-Two experiments 
were conducted in order to determine the rela
tion between the time of tipping and its effect. 
In the first of these experiments (Experiment 
5), a block of very vigorous vines was used and 
tipping carried out once at flowering time (No
vember 8th). In the second experiment three 
treatments, viz (a) control, (b) drastically 
topped 1st October, and (c) drastically topped 
8th November, was applied. In both experi
ments, 34 replications were used, and the data 
obtained during the season following treat
ment are summarised in Table 4. 

Table 4-Effect of Time of Tipping 
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Experiment 5 
lb. lb. 

68.5 79.6 11.20 18.20 

68.0 83.0 
(a)-(lb)* 

10.66 17.70 
Experiment 6 
36.5 9.35 

(a)-(c)*, (b)-(c)* 
36.9 

(a)-(c)*, (b)-(c)* 
9.39 

28.0 6.74 
* Where the difference between means is sigM 

nificant it is shown thus: e.g., (a)-(b). 
(Continued on Page 10) 
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D.ECISION OF THE HIGH COURT 

THE event of the most importance to grow-

ers during recent months has been the de

cision of the High Court of Australia dismiss
ing the appeal made by four Victorian growers 

against the conviction and fines imposed by the 
Police Magistrate at the Mildura Court of 
Petty Sessions. 

The importance lies in the fact that the 

Court considers merchandise the subject of our 

interstate" contract is still subject to the laws 
of the State. 

THIS seems to indicate that although the 

Privy Council decision in the James case 
practically prevents the Commonwealth Go

v~rnment from making laws, it has strength
ened the powers of the States. 

It is pleasing to feel that the welfare of 

primary producers is after all in the powers of 
the State Parliaments and is not left just the 

plaything of persons whose interests are op

posed to those of the producer. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA is vitally interested 
in the maintenance of organised market

ing, because of the preponderance of currants 

produced in that State as compared with other 
£ • .trwts. 

Greece is selling currants in the United 

Kingdom at £28 per ton ex warehouse. There
fore Australian currants cannot be sold at any 

higher price. 

WITH sales of currants in the United 

Kingdom at £2 8 per ton the return to 

the- grower in Australia is around £18 per ton. 

If organised marke·ting breaks down, then this 

is the best price the growers of currants can 

expect. With organisation making the best 

use of preferences and protection we enjoy 

it is possible to bring the return to about £22 

per ton, but this can only be done so long as 

complete organisation is retained. 

The growers in the districts where currants 

only are grown should watch the position very 

closely and stand solidly behind the organisation 
which has growers' interests at heart. 
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MILDURA'S GOLDEN JUBILEE 

MILDURA celebrated its Golden Jubilee 
with a happy week of festivities. Many 

old residents and pioneers of the district re

turned for the week, which favored with 

glorious weather proved a wonderful week, 
with happy reunions and a gala spirit prevail

ing. 
The week's fe·stivities aimed at obtaining a 

substantial sum of money for the Hospital and 
benevolent bodies in the district. A Queen 

competition, with Queens representing "Fruit," 

"Sport" and "Commerce," carried out with 

keen and friendly rivalry, resulted in the mag

nificent sum of £1525 being raised for the 

charities. 

A grand pageant, depicting the history and 

progress of Mildura from 18 3 0 to the present 
day was a feature· of the proceedings. 

COMMEMORATION Services, Coronation 

of the Queens, Scout Rally, Military Tat
too, Industrial Exhibition, District Tours, 
Pioneer Reunion, River Trips in the "Avoca," 

Agricultural Show, Unveiling of King George 

V. Memorial at Merbein, Grand Ball with pre

sentation of 24 debutants were all features of 
this wonderful week, which closed with the 

Dedication and Pr.esentation of Colors to the 
7th Battalion A.M.F. 

Tangible expression of the :Mildura and dis

trict school child1·en's recognition of the in
domitable com-age and service of the pioneers 

was witnessed by a large gathering in Hender

son Park for the unveiling of the Pioneers' 
Memorial Tablet, ere·cted by the Combined 

District Schools. In gold letters cut on a small 

marble slab on the face of the white granite 
memorial is the inscription: "Erected to the 

Memory of the Pioneers by the Children of 
Mildura and District on the Occasion of the 

Golden Jubilee. Unveiled August 13, 1937." 
When we think that the district has grown 

from a population of six people in 1887 to over 
20,000 in 1937 it is an achievement. 

VICTORIAN DRIED 
FRUITS BOARD 

A me·eting of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board was held in Melbourne on August 5th. 

The Chairman (Mr. Parker J. Moloney) re
ported that legal opinion was being obtained 
as to what action could be taken by either 
the State or Commonwealth to conserve the 
dried fruits position in future years. He hoped 
to have something more definite to report af
ter the meeting ·of the Agricultural Council, 
(which was held in Brisbane on August lOth.) 

To advertise tree fruits, the Board had pre
pared several neat folders which were being 
distributed by retailers whose windows had 
been dressed. Posters had also been placed 
on the main railway stations. 

The home consumption quotas, as recom
mended by the consultative committee, were 
approved by the Board. In connection with 
the Mildura Show, the Board de·cided to give 
miniature cups as in previous years. 

It was reported to the Board by an inspec
tor that one :firm was receiving fruit from 
growers, and not issuing the weights for some 
considerable time afterwards. The secretary 
was instructed to inform the offending finn 
that this practice must cease forthwith. 

About 15,000 acres of land in Los Angeles 
County suffered extreme loss through the 
erosion of top soil in reoent years. Plans are 
being made to control erosion. 

QUOTAS FOR 1937 
A meeting of the Consultative Commit

tee of the State Dried Fruits Boards was held 
in Melbourne on July 23rd. Mr. G. A. W. 
Pope, Chairman of the South Australian Dried 
Fruits Board, presided. Representatives present 
were:-lvlessrs. Parker J. Moloney (Chairman 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board); G. J. Evatt 
(Chairman, N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board); G. 
A. Try (Secretary N.S.W. Dried Fruits 
Board) ; W. N. Twiss (Secretary, South Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Board); W. Cremor (Sec
retary, Victorian Dried Fruits Board). 

The principal business was the revision of 
the home consumption quotas for drie·d fruits. 
After consideration of the revised estimate of 
probable production and consumption for the 
1937 season, the Committee agreed to recom
mend to the State Boards that the following 
home consumption quotas should be declared: 

Dried Currants 19 % 
Di-ied Sultanas 17% 
Dried Lexias 47f% 
Dried Peaches. 66 2-3% 
Dried Nectarines 8 0% 
Dried Pears 3 7}% 

The committee hopes that, unless very ex
ceptional circumstances arise, these quotas will 
not be altered during the rest of the year. In 
regard to prunes, it was agreed to allow the 
existing quota of 60 per cent. to remain until 
the season was further advanced, and more in
formation regarding the prune pack was 
known. 

The recommendations adopted represent m-
creases on existing quotas as follows:-

Dried Sultanas 1% 
Dried Lexias. . ... 7-}% 
Dried Pears 7 f% 

No home consumption quota was recom
mended for apricots. 

Amended Prices for Currants 
and Sultanas, 1937 

The following are the amended prices-ef
fective July 1st:-

CURRANTS 
10 Tons 100 Boxes One Box 
p"er lb. per lb. per lb 

4 Cro\'\'11 Sd. S§d. 81<d. 
3 Crown 7?Jd. 7~d. nd. 
2 Crown 7d. 7§d. nd. 
1 Crown 6.d. 6~d. Bod. 
M.F. .. 6d. 6!d . 61<d. 

SULTANAS 
5 Crown 9d. 9§d. 9l;d. 
4 Crown Sd. Sid. Sl:d. 
3 Crown nd. 7~d. 7!!d. 
2 Crown 7-i:d. 7id. 7i!!d. 
1 Crown 7d. 7§d. 7~d. 
Plain . . 6id. 6id. 7d. 

The rise of one half-penny per lb. is m 
keeping with the policy of adjustment of 
prices, balancing the lower rates fixed at the· 
opening of the season, intended to hasten sales 
in the Commonwealth. 

Lexias remain firm at opening rates. 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

Station 5RM 
LISTEN IN TO YOUR OWN STATION 

Special A.D.F.A. Session, 7 to 7.15 
p.m. (South Australian Time) every 

Monday Night. 

Oversea Sales and Market Reports 

and other items of interest to Dried 
Fruit Growers. 

Wave Length, 353 Metres. 
Frequency, 850 Kilocycles 

Registered Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaide 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berrl, S.A. 
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188 7 .... 19 3 7 : Retrospect And Prospect 

Mildura's Golden Jubilee 
The £estivities marking the celebration of 

Mildura's Jubilee might well be deemed to 
have a wider significance than the mere indica
tion of the completion of :fifty years of event
ful history by the pioneer Victorian irrigation 
settlement. In a very real sense the celebra
tion also marked the Jubilee of the Dried Fruits 
industry in Australia. 

Following such a celebration it is :fitting that 
we pause and give ourselves to serious thought. 
Just as, when climbing a mountain side, we 
might pause half-way; looking back to view 
rhe winding and arduous path by which we 
had climbed, noting all the difficulties of the 
accomplished ascent, and, having gained fresh 
strength for the tasks ahead, view the heights 
yet to be attained. 

THE PIONEERS 
The first impulse that a thoughtful retro

spect brings is an intense desire to honor the 
founders and pioneers of the industry. "They 
builded better than they knew." \V e honor 
ourselves in honoring them. Maybe Australia 
is not yet over rich in traditions, but steadily 
they are being builded. One of the pleasing 
features of the Victorian Centenary recently 
celebrated was the tribute paid to the pione·ers 
of the State, our fathers and forebears who 

Housed in the rough log shanty, 
Camped in the leaking tent, 
Wrought with a will unceasing . 
Moulded and fashioned and plamted 
That we might inherit the land. 

This laudable desire to pay tribute ·to the 
founders and pioneers of the Dried Fruits in
dustry found fitting expression during the Mil
dura Jubilee celebrations. To the founders of 
irrigation in Victoria- W.B. and George Chaf
{ey, and to Alfred Deakin-the mead of praise 
which was their due and which, to some extent, 
was withheld during the earlier years, was paid 
in full measure. Nor were the pioneers of the 
industry forgotten, the names of men such as 
T. C. Rawlings and ]. J. T. Lever being held 
in affecionate remembrance for their outstand
ing service in the building up of the infant in
dustry. The fine memorial erected in Hender
son Park, Mildura, through the efforts of the 
pupils of district schools, was but indicative 
of the district's desire to honor those "grand 
old men" of the industry. They have gone, to
gether with many others of those pioneering 
years, to that bourne from whence no traveller 
returns, and of them we should say: 

T hei1· voices are with the vanished years, 
In other days and other hours, 

,Their homes are sanctified by tears, 
They sleep amid the flowers. 

They walk no more by streets or streams, 
They tread not grove or sbore, 

But in our memories-our dreams 
T bey_ shine for everrrwre. 

THE PROSPECT 
The comple'tion of fifty years of history 

should call all interested in the Dried Fruits 
industry to a lively recognition of the trustee 
nature of the benefits we enjoy mainly as a re
sult of the steadfast, self-sacrificing labors of 
the pioneers. The benefits handed down to 
us mUst be handed on by us so that they may 
become the cherished possessions of the coming 
generation with their lustre not only unim
paired, but brightened. The fight the pioneers 
waged to improve the lot of the settler by the 
provision of better marketing conditions is still 
with us, although in somewhat altered forffi. 
Their bitter experience of the straits to which 
the industry could be brought by reason of 
:1 lack of orderly marketing conditions inspired 
them organise on the lines that have proven 
sound down through the years. 

We believe we can best honor the memory 
of "those brave men, gone where we all must 
go," by working for the same principle of or
derly marketing that animated their activities. 
"Hats off to the pioneers'' by all means, but if 
needs be, coats off to strive with unremitting 
zeal for the principles they established and held 
dear. 

MARKETING LEGISLATION 
Important progress was made at the 

meeting of the Australian Agricultural 
Council, when the principle of organised 
marketing was reaffirmed and a sub-com
mittee representing the States was ap
pointed to clarify the· legal position and 
powers of the States in relation to mar
keting, on the lines of the recent de-

= cisions of the Courts. 

-~""'""""'"'"""""';""'""""""''"""'""'""""""'"""'""'""'"';: 
STATE CONFERENCES 

The following dates have been fixed for State 
Conferences:-

Victorian State Confeunce, August 3Oth, at 
Red Cliffs. 

South Australian Conference, September 
3 rd, at Barmera. 

No advice is to hand regarding the arrange
mtnts for the New South Wales body. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL 
MEETING 

The 1937 meeting of the Federal Council 
has been arranged to take place in Melbourne, 
commencing on October 20th. Branches are 
reminded that early submission of items for 
the agenda is desirable so that copies of the 
matters for discussion can be sent out to dis
tricts in ample tiffie for discussion previous to 
delegates attending the meeting of the Council. 

BUY CANADIAN PRODUCTS 
"CANADA IS YOUR SISTER DOMINION· AND A GOOD CUSTOMER OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS INDUSTRY. HER PURCHASES OF DRIED 
FRUITS FROM AUSTRALIA FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 30th JUNE, 

1936, TOTALLED 32,729,050 LBS., AT £496,160" 

Empire Reciprocity is the Key to Empire Success 
The_ following products are widely known to Australian buyers:
Canadian Tools, Axes, Hammers, Hatchets, Shovels, Axe and Tool Handles, 
Lamps, Camp Stoves, Canned Salmon, Kippered Herrings, Sardines, Wall· 
papers, Rubber Sand Shoes, 'Gum Boots, Gloves, Typewriter Carbon Paper, 
Brake Linings, Spark Plugs, Saws, Oilcloths, Building Boards, Electric and 
Gas Stoves, Electric Rangettes, Electric and Alarm Clocks, and Dolls. 

ASK YOUR TRADER TO STOCK THEM 
For Particulars and information regarding Canadian products address: 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TRADE COMMISSIONER, 90 Queen St., Melbourne, C.1 

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE, CANADA 

9 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
The sales of Association vine and tree fruits 

in the Commonwealth to the end of July, are 
set out below, and compare with the figureS 
at the same date for the two previous years 
as follows:-

VINE FRUITS 
!937 1936 !93 5 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias 

2348 1938 2189 
6075 5391 5813 

955 844 1747 
-- -- -
9378 8173 9749 

TREE FRUITS 
1937 1936 1935 
Tons. Tons . .Tons. 

Apricots 
Nectarines 
Peaches 
Pears 
Prunes 

486 492 414 
21 IS 14 

!60 133 141 
52 46 43 

716 694 558 

1435 1383 1170 
'"'"''''"'"''"'"''''""""'''"'''''"'""'''''''''""'"""'''"''''''''''''''''~ 

High Court Upholds 
Victorian Regulations 

In a statement to the "Dried Fruits 
News" Mr. Parker J. Moloney, Chairman 
of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board, said 
that he was sur.e that the vast majority of 
growers, who so loyally observed the 
Board's regulations, would be very relieved 
and pleased at the Court's decision. 

As several Judges jointed out, the State 
Board's insistence on dried fruits being 
packed in a registered Victorian packing
shed did not interfere with interstate 
trade. If it was contended . that, be·cause 
the fruit was the subject. of interstate 
tr::.:de the State of Victoria could not in
sist 1.1pon it being packed, then logically the 
State to which it was sent in an unpro
cessed condition could not demand that it 
be packed either. 

The decision, Mr. Moloney went on to 
say, had a far-reaching .effect in helping to 
straighten out the tangle caused by the 
Privy Council decision of last year, in so 
far as it ensured that Victorian fruit could 
only be pkced upon the market if it 
reached the required standard. The whole 
effect of the Privy Council judgment, as 
was pointed out by the High Court, was, 
in effect to strengthen the powers of the 
States. 

In conclusion, Mr. Moloney said that he 
felt that the judgment would have a salu
tary effect upon those persons who im
agined that the Privy Councif decision had 
completely destroyed the reign of law in 
the dried fruits industry. 

~ ........................................................................ ,,,,,,,,, .. , ..... ,: 
Western Australian Notes 

(From Our Own Correspondent) 

The season opened with good general rains 
throughout the country, but July has been 
the driest on record for over 50 years. Rain is 
badly needed in the agricultural, and will soon 
be ne-eded in the vine growing areas. 

Pruning is well advanced and cover crops 
never looked better. It is notable that the 
bean has almost superseded the pea as a cover 
crop here. Until recently, the pea was used 
almost exclusively. I have only noticed one 
vineyard that use lupins as a cover crop. 

The 19 3 7 year book gives "the following de
tails of grape growing areas and production for 
last season:-
Table use 981 acres 53,511 cwt. 
"\Vine 

making . . . 1525 acres 41,483 cwt. 
Drying 

purposes . 2467 acres 213,095 cwt. (fr.wt.) 
Young vines 

not bearing 1078 acres (mostly table v'ties) 

6501 
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The Influence of Tipping, Topping, Cincturing 
and Disbudding and Yield in the Sultana Vine 

(Continued from Page 7) 

A single tippmg at flowering time resulted 
in a depression of the sugar content of the fruit 
at the following harvest, although the net 
effect on both the yield of fresh and dried fruit 
was not significant. Drastic topping at about 
the same time resulted in a very significant re
duction in the yield of both fresh and dried 
fruit at the next harvest. DrastiC' topping 
some five weeks earlier (1st October) did not 
appreciably affect yield. These results, taken 
in conjunction with the information obtained 
from Experiments 1-4, seem to indicate that 
treatment early in the season is not so severe 
in its effect. 

(b) Conclusions. 
The general conclusions to be drawn from 

these trials would see·m to be as follows:-
(i) The effect of tipping or topping de

pends upon the severity of the treat
ment, the time o± treatment, and the 
vigor of the vines. 

practised as a means of increasing yields. 
Any form of tipping is detrimental to 
vines of low vigor, and any form ex
cept the mild tipping of shoots near 
the crown of the vine has proved to be 
harmful to vigorous vines. It is also 
probable that even the mildest form of 
tipping ultimately tends to a decline in 
vegetative vigor. 

The excessive growth of v.ery vigorous vines 
sometimes interferes with cultural operations, 
and considerable labor may be saved by tipping 
the growing shoots instead of wrapping them 
to the trellis wires. If practised under such 
conditions, topping should be reduced to a 
minimum. An advantage has also been claimed 
for tipping in that the additional lateral growth 
produced by the treatment helps to shade the 
crop and prev.ent sunburn. Actually, the pro
tection of fruit from sun scald is of practical 
importance only in vines of low vigor with 
very sparse foliage. The harmful effect of 
tipping. such vines far outweighs any advan
tages obtained in shielding the fruit from the 
sun. 

5. DISBUDDING EXPERIMENTS 
Two disbudding experiments were carried 

out: in the first all barren shoots were re-

moved on the 1st of October, while in the 
second the operation was not performed .~ntil 
late November, when the shoots were approxi
mately 80 to 100 ems. long. The results, ex
pressed as mean values per vine, are set out in 
Table 6. Forty-eight replications were used in 
Experiment 1, and 29 in Experiment 2. 

These data indicate that early disbudding 
(Experiment 1) had little influence on either 
yield or vegetative vigor. The total amount 
of shoot growth made during the second season 
of treatment was not affected, and n: is pre
sumed that the remaining shoots grew to a 
greater length. 

On the other hand, when disbudding was 
carried out later in the season after a consider
able length of shoot and leaf area had been 
developed, the effects wer.e manifest during the 
following season. Not only was there a de
crease in the number of shoots developed, but 
the yields of both fresh and dried fruit were 
significantly depresse·d. 

Jacobs has shown that elaborated nutriments 
may move from a shoot for several feet along 
the cane supporting it. A barren shoot may 
thus play an important part in the e~·onomy 
if the vine, and its nett contribution to the 
yield o.f the vine may considerably outweigh its 
own dry-weight equivalent. Certain correla
tion studies by Lyon illustrate this point. The 
correlation coefficients ~ere:-Length of cen
tral fertile shoots and yields of fruit borne 

(ii.) During the first season, yield is usu
ally slightly increased in vigorous vines, 
though very severe treatme·nt may (de
pending on the time of application) 
actually lower it. Lateral development 
and fruit bud formation are stimulated 
in all vines. 

(iii.) During the second se·ason) a marked 
increase in the yield of fresh fruit oc·
curs) the advantage of which is offset 
to some extent by a drop in sugar con
tent. 

Table 6-The Effects of Disbudding. 
a=Control. d=Disbudded. 

Expt. 1. 

Weight of prunings 
'rotal length of shoots in June 
No. of bunches . . . . 
Field of fresh fruit .. 
Degrees Baume of juice 

Expt. 2. 

Total number of shoots .. 
Per cent. of shoots removed 
Weight of fresh fruit 
Weight of dried fruit 

a 

54.9-1b. 
9.35* 

a 

49.2-1b. 
14.64-lb. 

1932-33 

1934-35 

d 

59.5-Ib. 
9.38* 

d 

23 
45.5-lb. 

14.45-1b. 

a 
8.57-lb. 

56.1 metres 
44.0 

49.3-1b. 
11.30 

a 
82.4 

28.8-1b. 
8.64-1b. 

1933-34 

1935-36 

d 
8.60-Ib. 

55.9 metres 
42.0 

49.0-Ib. 
11.56 

d 
75.6tt 

27 
24.9-Ib.t 
6.35-1b.t 

(iv.) During the third and subsequent 
seasons of treatment, the vegetative 
vigor of the vine decreases, starch accu
mulation diminishes, and there is gen
erally a decline-probably progressive
in the yields o£ both fresh and dried 
fruit. The more severe the treatment) 
the mor.e rapidly do these effects be
come· manifest. 

(v.) Tipping or topping should never be 

* Taken ten days prior to harvest. 
t Prior to disbudding. 
:j: The difference between means is significant. 

OPEN i\ 
£'BEQUE i\{;COUNT 
Money lodged in your cheque account with the Bank of New 
South Wales is protected against loss or theft. It is safer and 
more business-like to pay by cheque and there is a certain 
prestige in drawing your cheque upon the largest Bank in 
Australasia. 

It is unnecessary to keep a large credit balance. When you 
have a surplus of £5 or more you can turn it into an interest 
bearing· deposit, having the interest credited regularly to your 
cheque account. 

The various services that the Bank makes available to its cus· 
tomers will be courteously explained at any of the Bank's 782 
branches. 

r!IJ~f 1!!!~ottd ~ad!_ 
143A.I936 

thereon, r == .4 5 ; and total lengt,h of all 
shoots on cane and total yield per cane, r =:: .71. 
The cane, with its comp-lement of shoots, both 
sterile and fruitful, may be considered a unit, 
and any loss in elongation growth, whether of 
barren or fruitful shoots, may be expected to 
lead to a reduced yield. 

Our results indicate that disbudding early 
in the s.eason is unnecessary, and if done later, 
distinctly undesirable. 

6. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The writers are indebted to Messrs. C. H. 

Cameton, J. Giles, W. Lyell, and J. Sharpe 
for most valuable assistance during the course· 
of these experiments. 

Ed. N ote.-Certain tables used to detail the 
results have been omitted due to lack of space. 
These are available· to growers on application. 

A BILLION POUNDS 

U.S.A. Dried Fruit Production 
The figures covering the production of 

dried fruits in U.S.A. during 193 5 give an in
dication of the size of the industry in that 
country. A total of 1,120,560,255-lbs. of 
dried fruits were· produced, creating a record, 
or, if converted into short tons, the incredible 
quantity of 560,280 tons. Prunes, 236,800, 
mns, and raisins, 207,064 tons, were the chief 
high scorers, with apples,. peaches, apricots) 
and figs, in that order. The cash value of the 
dried fruit production in 1935 was £11,500,000. 

"I see that you've given up teaching your 
wife to drive.'' 

"Yes, we had an accident." 
""What happened?" 
"I told her to r:elease her clutch and she let 

go -of the steering-wheel." 
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Merbein Growers' Annual Meeting OVERSEAS SALES 

Problems Of Industry 
The Commonwealth Export Control Board 

report the following position tO August 19:

CURRANTS 

The annual meeting of the Merbein Dried 
Fruitgrowers' Union was held in the Women's 
Ch~b rooms, Merbein, the president (Mr. A. 
Rawlings) occupying the chair. The retiring 
committeemen, Messrs. G. L. Hardie, E. W. 
Smith, D. A. Walters, J. C. Thompson, and 
L. G. Lloyd, were re-elected unopposed. Mr. 
H. W. Cha:ffey was appointed auditor, Mr. J. 
A. Williams, the retiring auditor, dedining 
re-nomination. 

Submitting his annual report, the chairman 
said the committee had many anxious mo
ments and much hard work in connection 
with marketing problems as the result of the 
Privy Co~mcil decision in the James v. Com
monwealth case. The A.D.F.A. had prepared 
a sound scheme, which would have given the 
industry the control that existed in the past 
and, immediately the Privy Council decision 
was made known, had approached the Federal 
Government and asked for legislation imple
menting the scheme. The government declined 
and declared for a referendum, at which the 
people decided not to grant the powers asked 
for. The A.D.F.A. again approached the Fed
eral Government for legislation to safeguard 
orderly marketing, but the request was re
fused, and the onus of continuing past market
ing methods W?-S placed upon the A.D.F .A. 
and the State Boards. 

The J ame·s case did not in any way affect the 
provisions of the State Dried Fru{ts Acts and 
the activities of the boards constituted under 
State Acts had continued uninterruptedly, Mr. 
Rawlings said. Nearly all dealers in the pro
ducing States, both A.D.F.A. and outside deal
ers, had signed a voluntary agreement to ob
serve the quotas determined by the State 
Boards. The agreement was effective for the 
1937 crop only, and all parties to it were 
carrying out the agreement. The committee 
had taken an active part in the teferendum, 
campa1gn. 

PACKING MATTERS 

The heavy rains in January caused a tre
mendous amount of rot and mould, and pack
ers were faced with a problem in the hand
ling of the fruit. Following meetings of the 
exe~utive and district council it was agreed 
to classify all such fruit according to samples 
which were arrived at by actual test, by hand
picking all waste and weighing the result. The 
range of samples commenced at 2f per cent. 
loss with 2! per cent. rises up to 20 per cent. 
Loss up to 5 per cent. carried an extra 5 I
packing charge, with an additional 5 I- for 
each 5 per cent. loss to 20 per cent. This extra 
charge was to meet the cost of the second 
run through the grader and of hand-picking. 
The system was adopted to protect the grower 
of clean fruit and the grower who picked out 
the bad berries on his block. 

During the 1937 season a new standard 
sample case for official samples at packing 
house doors was used. This case was designed 
by members of the Merbein committee, and 
was adopted by the industry. Another im
provement in the classing of fruit was the 
sample of unprocessed fruit, which was used 
in addition to 'the processed sample as provided 
in the past. Packing houses were inspected 
during the season and samples were in order and 
true to type. 

GRADES 
Mr. G. P. Jenner asked why it was possible 

to obtain different grades for identical fruit 
at differing packing houses. Mr. Rawlings 
said some growers went to the packing house 
with their deliveries in order to supervise the 
weighing and grading .. Theoretically, it should 

.not be possible for differences in the_ grading 
of similar fiuit to exist. The executive had 

recommended for the coming season that class
ing should be taken out of the hands of the 
packing houses and be placed in the hands of 
Government inspectors, who would class and 
weigh the fruit. 

Mr. R. M. Voullaire, junr., said growers in 
no industry took so much on trust as did the 
growers in the dried fruits industry. The aver
age grower considered himself too busy to 
take the fruit to the packing house himself 
and depended on the carriers for the weights 
and grades. The only growers likely to be dis
satisfied with the new proposal were the 
growers who adopted the attitude towards the 
packing house: "If I don't get three-crown 
for this fruit ru take it somewhere else." 

TRACTOR REGISTRATION 
In answer to questions, the secretary (:Mr. 

Geo. J. Hyndman) read a letter, under date 
of June 22, from the Chief Secretary's Office, 
as folfows: "With reference to your letter of 
the 19th inst., I am directed by the Chief Sec
retary to inform you that, if a traction en
gine, of whatever weight, is not used on any 
highway or otherwise than for the haulage of 
agricultural machinery, the fee for the regis
tration or renewal of registration of such trac
tion engine is £1/1/- per annum." 

DISTRICT MATTERS 
Mr. Rawlings' report covered a wide range 

of progressive activities in the district. The 
questions of internal drainage, channel re
pairs aJ.d water charges being among the most 
urgent. 

A vote of thanks was accorded the chair
man and committee. 

Golfing Husband: "You will drive me mad!" 

Ditto Wife: "A short putt, darling!" 

Shipped 
Sold 

Unsold 

9331 tons 
4714 tons 

4617 tons 

Average Price, £32/0/7 per ton. 

Shipped 
Sold 

Unsold 

SULTANAS 
18,093 tons 
12,687 tons 

5,406 tons 

Average Price, £43/14/8. 

Shipped 
Sold 

Unsold 

LEX! AS 
1405 tons 

536 tons 

869 tons 

Average Price, £43/10/0. 

"I'M MORE THAN SURPRISED, I'M 
AMAZED." 

George Robey has rounded off his comments 
on a topsy-turvy world in this way:-
The most paradoxical thing of the lot 

Is the way th1.t the nations _behave; 
{t appears from the speeches of prominent men, 

That peace is tlte thing they all crave. 
Yet the factories are working all day and all 

night, 
While the atmosphere·'s getting more tense; 

They're turning out tons of munitions and 
guns, 

And they say that it's just for defence. 
But, to round off the joke, they say they're all 

broke, 
Yet for armaments millions they've raised; 

If it's just to take part in a war that won,t 
start, 

I'm more than surprised, I'm amazed. 

Irrigated VINES need 

POTASH 
Year after year, on the Murray, a grower increased 
his profits by using 2 cwt. per acre of 

MURIATE OF POTASH. 

Actual measurements showed the following increases, 
per acre: 

~~~ 
=::::::::;~~ 

S~JN 
I:II~ANI> 

Crop. Increase due to Potash. 

Currants ....... -........ 1224 lbs. 
Sultanas .. ---·-·-·-.... -.. 2756 lbs. 
Doradilloes .............. I ton 18 cwt. 
(Full details supplied on request) 

POTASH MAKES ALL 
THE DIFFERENCE 

Write for further particulars to: 

PACIFIC POTASH LTD. 
!DEPT. MRl 

SCOTTISH HOUSE, 
19 BRIDGE STREET, SYDNEY 

M.5,J4 
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A New Method of 
Handling d' Agens 

Mr. J. L. Norrie, of Melrose, Koorawatha, 
who grows prunes on an extensive scale·, has 
during the past ten years departed from the 
usual methods of pruning the d' Agen variety. 
He cuts out all spurs and weak lateral growths 
coming direct from the main limbs, le'aving 
only strong_ lateral growths. These are spaced 
as nearly as possibly 9 to 12 inches apart, and 
in subsequent handling these laterals are kept 
as horizontal as possible, the obje·ct being to 
.allow access of light to the fruit they carry. 

These laterals are allowed to extend 18 to 
24 inches from the base. To maintain them 
at reasonable length, Mr. Norrie shortens them 
when required to a sublateral springing from 
the original lateral, choosing a sublateral which 
will main~ain the horizontal position. This 
means of shortening back the main laterals 
causes sufficient sublaterals to start along the 
main lateral for subsequent renewal of the 
main lateral. 

Should the main laterals develop too many 
fruit spurs and slender laterals bearing fruit 
spurs, these are thinned out, the thinning 
being more severe nearer the base of the main 
lateral, all the work being carried out during 
the winter pruning. 

Mr. Norrie is confident (as can be judged 
by the fact that he has adhered to it for the 
past ten years) that by ~s method- of pruning 
he obtains a better class of prune. He is of 
the opinion that by having the fruit on later
als and mostly towards their outer extremity, 
he obtains a better colored prune, because it 
is more exposed to the light than when the 
fruit are produced in thick clusters on short 
spurs and laterals close in to the main limbs; 
and that by periodical renewal of the spurs 
the average size of the fruit is better main
tained. 

APPPLICABLE . TO ROBE DE SARGENT 

Mr. Norrie specialises on the d' Agen variety 
of prune, but he practises the same method of 
pruning on the few Robe de Sargent prune 
trees he has and considers it is quite Satisfac
tory. ~He finds no difficulty in obtaining heavy 
enough crops on either variety with this me
thod of pruning; in fact, he is most emphatic 
that in most- case·s the thinning of fruit spurs 
must be rigidly carried out. 

Joint Publicity Committee 

At a meeting of the Joint Publicity Com
mittee held recently, the work of the Com
mittee was reviewed and it was decided to 
discontinue Certain lines of publicity. 

The allocation for newspaper advertisements 
was considerably reduced and broadcasting 
eliminated. It is intended to obtain adequate 
display material and to cond11ct a widespread 
window dressing campaign in the large· centres 
in the various States. 16-m.m. talkie equipment 
will be purchased for publicity vans to take 
the place of the present silent machines. 

As close on 750,000 cookery books have 
been distributed during the last seven years, 
the committee decided not to re-print the 
book, but to prepare suitable smaii pamphlets 
dealing with each type of dried fruits, for dis
tribution by grocers. 

In connection with advertising prunes, the 
Victorian Board agreed to co-operate with the 
New South Wales' and South Australian Prune 
Growers' Associations in preparing and distri
buting a Prune Recipe Book. 

The committee decided to conduct a display 
at the Adelaide -Show on the same-lines as the 
Melbourne and Sydney Shows. 
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NO ALTERATION IN OTTAWA 
AGREEMENT 

Abandonment of the Ottawa Agreement, because of the pending Anglo
American trade agreement, is not contemplated. Suggestions made in a cable 
from South Africa that because of t,he likely agreement with the United States, 
the Dominions would have to make sacrifices, are not what the Commonwealth 
Government expects. 

The Prime Minister (Mr. Lyons) , in a 
statement issued in Canberra by the Prime 
Minister's Department, said that assurances 
from the British Government, at the Imperial 
Conference, that the Commonwealth would be 
consulted before any agreeme·nt with the 
U.S.A. was concluded were regarded as a guar
antee of effective preference for Australian 
products whatever the terms of the agree
ment might be. The president of the Board 
of Trade (Mr. Oliver Stanley) had informed 
him that Britain would not depart from the 
principle of imperial preference, and the gen
eral policy of the Ottawa Agreement. 

U.S.A. REQUESTS 
The most important concessions sought by 

the U.S.A. are on agricultural products, the 
subject of commitments under the Ottawa 
Agreement. The British Government has in
formed the United States that Empire prefer
ence is no obstacle to the improvement of 
trade relations outside the British Common
wealth. 

At the Imperial Conference, the Australian 
delegates, while declaring that the principle of 
Emp_ire preference was vital, said that resolute 
and determined efforts were necessary to secure 
a revival of world trade. Australia considered 
it of little use proclaiming to the world the 
value of world trade unless Empire countries 
were prepared to give effect to practicable 
measures of co-operation with foreign coun
tries. 

But co-operation with the United States, 
which weakened the preference given by Bri-

tain on Australian 'products, would not be 
thought practicable by Australia. Britain was. 
also informed that it is impossible for modi:fi ... 
cations of the Ottawa Agreement to be con-. 
sidered, without considering its revision as a. 
whole, or the substitution of a new Anglo
Australian trade treaty. 

"WATER TO GOLD" 
This excellent work by Mrs. Ernestine Hill 

should now be in growers' hands. A gesture 
much appreciated is that practically all As-. 
sociation packing companies have taken their 
quota of copies ±or presentation to their clients. 
Reports to hand indicate that the book has been 
very well received. A £ne tribute was paid to 
the authoress and to the men and women who 
made the history for the story of the . book by 
the Mode"rator of the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia, the Rt. Rev. Dr. John McKenzie,. 
at a civic welcome to Mildura, who said that 
he had fcund in the book an uriparalleled story 
of fortitude and determination unique in the 
history of pioneering success in Australia. 

The retail price of the book will be 7/6, but 
growers requiring extra copies for friends wiU 
be able to Obtain them through their packing 
houses at approximately 6/- per copy. 

At the recent board of management meeting 
the thanks of the board was expressed to Mr. 
Malloch, who has been acting for the Associa
tion in the general arrangements for the publi
cation, collection of data, and the multitudin
ous details connected with the work. 

"WARATAH" Brand for 
The Man on the Land 

"WARATAH" PRODUCTS ARE 100% AUSTRALIAN 
FROM THE IRON ORE TO THE FENCE 

Keep Australian Workmen Employed. An 
assured Home Consumption is your best mar
ket. 

Australians consume 60% of the total pri
mary production of the Commonwealth. 
A week's work for four Australian Work
men is created every time a mile of Australian 
Netting is sold. 

THEREFORE 

Specify 'Waratah' Brand 
WIRE NETTING 

1YEASY FENCE WIRE 
IDNGED JOINT FENCE 

STAR STEEL FENCE POSTS 
BARBED WIRE 

ETC., ETC. 
AND SEE YOU GET IT 

Sold by All Leading Storekeepers 
MADE AT NEWCASTLE (N.S.W.) FROM 

B.H.P. STEEL BY 

RYLANDS.BROS.. (Aust.) PlY. LTD. 
HEAD O~.FICE: 422. Lit. Collins St., Melbourne 

Rylands Stand Behind Their Products 
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Functions Of The A.D.F.A. 
Commonwealth Distribution 

Chairman Visits New South Wales And 
Queensland 

The ramifications of the A.D.F.A. are many and varied. The work .of 
embracing the fruit into the organisation is, of course, fundamental, and but 
the first step in a comprehensive series of activities--the affiliation of packing 
houses-the registration of agents--the rules governing these units to the best 
interests of the growers and the maintenance of a system of equity, to cite but 
a few of the main considerations. It will be remembered that the purpose of 
those who initiated the Association was to set up a system of collective selling 
that would enable a price to be fixed to the t;rade and maintained. In the old 
days it was the buyer who named the price-today it is the seller-to wit: the 
grower speaking through his, Association. 

The years have gradually worn away any 
conception that the growers and buyers were 
two opposite forces and a system operates to
day whereby the A.D.F.A. registers certain 
buyers who are become part and parcel of or
ganiSation, working in its best interests. An 
essential to the smooth and efficient function
ing of this highly important relationship of 
seller and buyer is close co-operation of the 
parties to the arrangement. This is a particu
larly important duty of the Board· of Manage
ment of the Association, which meets the buy
ers' executive several times a year to discuss 
any problems that arise, and when it is con
sidered that nearly £1,000,000 a year is turned 
over in Commonwealth sales of fruit by buy
ers all over Australia, it will be realised that a 
closer contact than this is desirable-this is a 
duty that falls on the Chairman, Mr: Howie. 
The many and varied aspects are best indicated 
in some notes on his recent visit to New South 
Wales and Queensland. 

On arrival in Sydney a long discussion on 
present and future trading operations with Mr. 
Jeffery, Chairman of the Federal Dried Fruits 
Distributors' Association resulted in a request 
for Mr. Howie to meet the committee of the 
New South Wales Dried Fruits Merchants' 
Association. At this meeting several import
ant matters were placed before the Chairman 
of the A.D.F.A. 

In the course of his stay in Sydney, Mr. 
Howie also met several individual buyers and 
certain misunderstandings were discussed. In 
Queensland the first day was spent in Bris
bane and many distributors were interviewed. 
Investigation was made into requests from sev
eral buying organisations for admission as dis
tributing agents for the A.D.F.A. At Mac
kay and Townsville, except for the question of 
the terms of payment for seeded raisins, gen
eral satisfaction was expressed. Arrange
ments regarding inspection of stocks in time 
of rise or fall of ptices were discussed. The 

Association posinon was found to be very 
sound. Cairns, the most northerly distributing 
centre, was visited and features of the higher 
costs of distribution were discussed-the long 
distances covered contributing largely to these. 
The problem of carry -over stocks in the humid 
climate and the effect of certain alterations in 
our terms and conditions of sale was also dis
cussed. The question of supplies of certain 
grades of tree fruits was met with, particularly 
at Rockhampton, and opinions of buyers in 
this centre were expressed regarding apricot 
prices. In the rna tter of the three types of 
apricots, .. Fancy," .. Choice" and "Standard," 
opinions were that some alterations might be 
made to the mutual advantage of the Associ
ation ·and the trade. General appreciation of 
the development of the prune trade under the 
new methods of packing was expressed. One 
contrary opinion was given and investigation 
of the points raised should be of value. 

During the visit Mr. Howie took the oppor
tunity of interviewing the Minister of Agri
culture for Queensland, Mr. Bulcock, and dis
cussing marketing under State Acts. In his re
port, the Chairman states that he is confident 
that the Queensland Government will do all in 
its power t'? assist in bringing about some 
scheme to replace the recent legislation. Mr. 
Howie expressed himself as being very satisfied 
with the -position generally on the distributing 
side and particularly in Que·ensland where the 
effect of outside competition was very little. 

A Yankee was on a Christmas walking tour 
in Scotland. Snow had fallen and he was 
struggling alorig a narrow road when he met 
a Highlander. 

"I guess, friend, I sure am lost!n he said, 
plaintively. 

Scot: ('Is there a reward oot for ye?" 
American: .. Nope." 

Scot: Wee!, ye're still lost." 

Irymple Packing Pty. Limited 
OPERATING AT 

MILDURA MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

LAND AND INSURANCE AGENTS 
SUPPLIERS OF VINEYARD REQUIREMENTS 

E. J. ROBERTS P. MALLOCH 

Governing Director Manager 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
STATE BOARD 

Matters Dealt With 
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At recent meetings of the Board much time 
was taken up with routine matters, and finan
cial and statistical considerations. Other mat
ters dealt with of interest to growers were:-

The secretary reported he had submitted 
the eighth report of the Board for the year 
ended February 28, 1937, to the Minister, who 
had asked that the report be not released un
til it was laid on the table of the Legislative 
Council. 

Reports of the Chief Investigation Officer 
on his visits to the northern towns were sub
mitted, as well as of the Grading Inspectors 
in the non-irrigated areas. 

It was agreed to make a contribution of the 
usual amount as the Board's trophy for the 
highest aggregate marks in the River Murray 
pruning competitions, the final of which was 
held at Waikerie on July !st. 

A statement showing the position of dealers 
in relation to the State quotas for 1936 sea
son's fruit was submitted, and the secretary 
was directed to communicate with all deal
ers who had over-sold on their quotas, request
ing them to advise the Board of the steps they 
propose taking to adjust the quotas. 

The secretary reported h.e was collaborating 
with the executive of the Retail Grocers' As
sociation in the matter of a series of window 
displays in Adelaide, which the joint publicity 
agreed to arrange. 

The Chairman reported that in compa-ny 
with the secretary he had attended a confer
ence in Sydney on June 1st, 1937, when alter
native marketing proposals were considered, 
and were now under consideration by the sev
eral State Boards. 

In regard to joint action by the Boards in 
South Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales in policing the industry in New South 
Wales, the programme submitted in a memor
andum of New South \"\;tales Board was ap
proved by the Board. 

A request was received from the A.D.F.A. 
South Australian River Council for the Board 
to arrange a more intensive policing of the 
industry in South Australia. The present me
thods of the Board in conducting investigation 
work were reviewed and discussed at length, 
and it was agre·ed that in the opinion of the 
Board these methods could not be extended 
within the Board's present resources, and that 
a rep!y be furnished to the request in these 
terms. 

Reports of Investigation Officers on enquiries 
into alleged unlawful trading were considered. 
One of these ref.erred to the unlawful sale by 
a grower of drawback fruit. The report dis
closed that the grower concerned was not dir
ectly responsible for the unlawful sale, and on 
consideration it was agreed not to proceed with 
a complaint. 

Growers, however, should note that the prac
tice of selling their drawback fruit is most re
prehensible and constitutes a direct contraven
tion of the Drie·d Fruits Act. Any further re
ports of this nature reaching the Board, con
sideration will be given to the matter of with
drawing the concession which was made solely 
on the condition that a grower's dried fruit 
released to him was exclusively for his domes
tic use. 

Attention was given to the question raised 
by the Consultative Committee on the extent 
of conrol of prunes from packing houses and 
delivered to distributors for further processing 
and treatment, and the Secretary was directed 
to prepare a report on the position for submis
sion to a later meeting of the Board. 
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Factors 
Sugar 

Affecting Yield and 
Content of Grapes 

(By A. V. Lyon, B.Ag.Sc.) 

A very lively interest in the question of fertilisers for vines has been dis
played in the dried fruits areas during the past year. Many of the contributions 
have been directed towards the possible effects of fertilisers, particularly nitro
gen, on the sugar content of grapes. There has also been a strong request, 
from many centres, for additional fertiliser experiments, in order to define more 
clearly the fertiliser requirements of the Murray Valley lands producing grapes. 
In addition, irrigation methods, and also pruning methods, in their relation to 
fruit growth and development have come into the discussion. It can be readily 
seen that, with so many factors operating, and such confusion of opinion, the 
question is a very complicated one. In the following article, an endeavor is made 
to discuss these various points, with particular reference to such data as is 
available. 

THE FERTILISER QUESTION 

It may be stated, at the outset, that field 
experiments, to determine fertiliser require
ments are not so simple as many people imag
ine. We have been questioned, for instance, 
as to the reason why we do not apply fertil
isers to one or two rows, and withhold these 
fertilisers £1-om other rows, and find out just 
what is happening by measuring yields. If it 
were possible to get results in this manner, it 
is obvious that the question would have been 
settled long ago. But years of field trials in 
this way have brought no results of permanent 
value. Field experiments in fertilisers on pruned 
plants have proved ve:ry difficult indeed, and 
during the last twenty years considerable 
thought and field trials have been given to 
the technique of this work. The main difficulty 
is in the yield variation under what appe·ars 
to us to be uniform conditions, including uni
formity in the plants. We have frequently 
measured the fruit on adjoining rows or indi
vidual vines under similar treatment. Rarely 
do we get similar yield results. Actually, one 
row may give, say, -50 per cent. more fruit 
than the adjoining row. If we happen to apply 
a fertiliser to the row which chanced to have 
a low crop naturaily, we still may not bring 
it up in yield to other rows which received no 
fertiliser, even if the fertiliser has increased 
yields considerably on the rows to which it 
was applied. 

All attempts to get plants and growth con
ditions sufficiently uniform to give single 
plot results have failed, though the attempts 
have been universal. As a result very com
plicated field trials have been found necessary, 
with sufficient replications to overcome the 
natural differences, so that the differences due 
to treatment may show up. 

This applies to all treatments, whether it be 
fertilisers, pruning, disbudding, topping, etc. 
For all of these a complicated layout, with the 
treatments repeated many times, has been 
found necessary; and only results obtained in 
this way can be accepted with any degree of 
confidence. 

THE BAUME QUESTION 

Let us deal, for example, with the contention 
that an over-supply of nitrogen has been 
mainly responsible for low Baume in recent 
years. This viewpoint has been accepted by 
many growers to the point where they are 
withholding nitrogenous fertilisers. At the out
set, I must say, without reserve, that the evi
dence is wholly incomplete. This question has 
recently been fully dealt with by Dr. W. E. 
Meier, of Renmirk. 

Let us look at a few other possible contri
buting causes:-

1. The irrigation services in all Murray 
Valley districts have· been increased. High 
Baumes formerly were often associated with 
lack of water and wilting grapes. 

2. The past few. seasons have exhibited 

low mean acreage temperatures, with clouds 
and rain during the ripening periods. 

3. There has been a tendency to increase 
the quantity of fruiting wood. 

4. Higher yields in genetal have been the 
order, and are associated with low Baume. 

5. Nitrogen applications have been 
been more generous. 

Any one, or the combination of all these 
factors which have operated may be the cause 
of low Beaume. Why blame nitrogen exclus
ively? Rather let Us conc·entrate on maintain
ing growth conditions known to give good 
quality, and legislate in our routine work ac
cordingly. 

A review of recent experimental results in 
this connection may prove of interest. 

THE NITROGEN SUPPLY 

We must disappoint all growers who are 
hoping that it is possible to define a nitrogen 
dre·ssing beneficial to vineyards in general. 
This is apparent from a study of field results, 
coupled with determination of soil nitrates. 
We have obtained: -

1. A definite increase in yield (up to 
20 per cent. on vineyards by the application 
of nitrogenous fertilisers. 

2. No increases, whatever, in vineyards 
where the soil nitrogen supply is high, due 
to regular cover crops. 

My opinion is that it is extremely unwise 
to withhold nitrogenous dressings on the ma
jority of our vineyards. The move in this 
direction has been based almost wholly on 
theoretical considerations, ·and it is ·unwise to 
change a practice which, after all, has given 
satisfactory and increasing yields over the past 
few yeirs. Admittedly, there are cases of regu
lar and of double-row cover-crops which have 
brought the soil nitrogen to a high level. On 
the other hand, the growth characteristics of 
the majority of-.vineyards, including lack of 
vigor in the growth, irregular size of canes, 
and pithy. canes may be taken as evidence of 
lack of nitrogen. A study of the growth is 
at present our best guide. Insufficiency of 
nitrogen, when soil conditions are healthy, is 
most likely to be a main contributing factor in 
cases where growth is not sufficiently luxurious 
and the yields and b"?nch size are small. 

THE QUANTITY. OF FRUITING WOOD 

Very definite results have been obtained for 
several years on this question. We have obtain
ed just as much dried fruit from eight canes 
as from twelve canes, on vines well above the 
average in vigor. An overdose of fruiting wood 
certainly gives more fresh fruit, but no in
creases in dried weight. Accompanying disad
vantages of overloading a vine are delayed 
ripening, low Baume, and a greater tendency 
to wastage and mould. The quality of fruit
ing wood for the previous year is also advers
elv affected. Growers who are experiencing the 

difficulty oi having an excessive number of 
buckets of fresh fruit to the ton of dried fruit 
will rilost likdy get relief by a reduction in 
the quantity of fruiting wood. 

THE IRRIGATION PRACTICE 
\Ve now 'llSually irrigate four times before 

harvest. With excessive applications, growth 
conditions, particularly associated with lack of 
air in the soil, are unsatisfactory for several 
days at each irrigation period. Sounder and 
earlier development is always featured on 
vineyards getting an ad~quate but not an over 
supply at each irrigation. 

POTASH AND PHOSPHATES 
Phosphates have an established value. We 

know that cover crops improve soil fertility) 
and we know also that the cover crops, on 
most vineyards, need a phosphatic fertiliser for 
satisfactory growth. So from this viewpoint 
alone, phosphates are establishe·d. 

Potash is much more difficult to discuss. In 
field trials we have been unable to obtain 
yield increase of any significance. There may 
be other reactions of value, but if so the com
plications associated with field trials have 
masked any results from potash in the trial~ 
with which we have been associated. 

TOPPING, TIPPING, REMOVAL OF 
BARREN SHOOTS 

The point is often missed that dried fruit 
is mainly sugar .. What is required for its 
production is a suffiiency of healthy leaves; 
and for the varieties which we grow (sul
tanas, currants and gordos) good fine hot. sea
sons, particularly during the ripening and 
drying seasons. 

Leaf removal of any sort depressed yield, in 
the present or in subsequent seasons, in the 
majority of vineyards. In cases of exceptional 
growth, the vines may still have sufficient 
leaves left for development of the fruit, but 
authentic experiments so far, in our own and 
other countries, have failed to show a benefit. 

CONCLUSIONS 
The point must be made that conditions 

of. plant growth, including soil type, drain
age, irrigation, fertiliser application, and the 
general standard of routine work appear to 
be the predominating influences on yield. In 
·reference to yield, the vine itself exhibits ex
traordinary adaptability by failing to develop 
the bunches if too many for the environ
ment; and by producing big bunches in sea
sons and circumstances when a low fruiting 
percentage is featured. 

Occasionally we have "off" years, with in
sufficient bunches to give a good crop. When 
this happens, it is usually common through
out all districts, and is ascribed to seasonal 
conditions rather than to treatment. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life 'in Dried Fruits 
are advisecl that application No. 18731/34 
dated 3rd August, 1934, has been made 
for letters patent which includes the use 
of Ethyl Formate and on the grant of 
letters patent the Patentees intend to li 
assert their right to recover damages and 
prevent unauthorised use of their inven· 
tion. 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at thne of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable froni.-

Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

o-r 
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Red Cliffs Branch A. D. F. A. 
ANNUAL MEETING 

In making his annual report of the work 
of the branch, the Chairman, Mr. W. Caven
dish. said the work carried out on the re
ferendum had been most important, and he 
could only regret that results had not been 
satisfactory. Dealing with control, Mr. Caven
dish said that the committee had met Mr. 
Moloney, the new chairman of the Victorian 
State Board, and would like to express confi
dence in him in his duties as chairman of this 
board, and assure him of support and co-opera
tion at all times. One must feel confident of 
the continuance of our control boards, notwith
standing the attacks that are being made on 
them, when we see .by reports from foreign 
fruit-producing countries that they have real
ised the necessity for controlling their industry 
and are establishing boards on the same prin
ciples as ours. 

The expenses of the branch have been par
ticularly heavy this year, our accumulated 
funds showing a decline from £887/1/10, as at 
last year's balance-sheet, to this year's balance 
of £784. This decline was brought about by 
the unusual expenditure of £3 8 5. In this ac
count was referendum expenses £223/18/1, 
donation to King George Memorial baths £10 5, 
research work £56/3/, and scholarship fund 
£60. 

The branch had submitted several motions 
to Federal Council; a full report of these· had 
been ·given. The referendum was the major 
work of the branch during the past year. 
Individual letters were sent to every re
turned soldier in Victoria, and each R.S.A. 
branch in Australia was written to appealing 
for their support. Rifle clubs, bowling clubs, 
etc., in all 8 6 bodies, were circularised on the 
same lines. Open air meetin.e:s were held dur
ing the picking season to place our views before 
the itinerant workers in this district. The 
-South Australian Premier's meeting held in 
.Ballarat was also visited by representatives of 
the branch, who took the opportunity of ad
dressing factory workers and a meetirig of the 
Legacy Club in that city. The Labor Party, 
representatives of the butter industry, and far
mers in the wheat ar.ea were also interviewed. 
Members of the committee patrolled all the 
polling booths in this district, distributing 
~'How to vote" cards. It is very difficult to 
cover the ground in a report of the work in 
connection with the referendum, but I 
can with pleasure say that each membe:r of 
your committee did all in his power to bring 
about the result we desired. 

Following on the adverse vote on the 
marketing amendment, said Mr. Cavendish, 
a determined effort was made in this 
district to attract growers into supply
ing fruit outside the A.D.F.A. This was suc
cessful to a very small deS?ree, but we can an
ticipate further canvassing on these lines next 
year. I would earnestly appeal to all members 
to remain loyal to their organisation, as 
ouly by doing so can we be assured uf 
the future. If you feel tempted at some time 
by the thought that you will be the only one 
breaking away and that you as an individual 
will not affect the position, remember a num
ber of others may be thinking on the same 
lines, and if all decided as you our A.D.F.A. 
would not for long remain the valuable organ
isation that has built the dried fruit industry 
into what it is today. The work in connection 
with this matter has taken up a considerable 
time, but, fortunately, we are in a position to 
say that this settlement is still an A.D.F.A. 
one. 

OTHER MATTERS 
Research Work.-As instructed by a general 

meeting, the sum of £100 was set aside for 
research work. To date approximately £56 of 
the fund has been used, and some valuable 
work has been carried out. A committee was 
appointed in charge of this work. 

Trophies were awarded to the Cardross 
Horticultural Society and the Red Cliffs 
Women's Club for fruit cake competitions. 

Mouldy and Damaged Fruit.-After several 
meetings with representatives of the packing 
companies, your committee agreed on the hand
ling system employed, realising it was not the 
perfect method, and there was no better solu
tion to what was one of the most perplexing 
questions of the season. 

Shed-door Classers and Weighmen.-Follow
ing on an agreement arrived at between grower' 
and packer representatives to have the packing 
companies relieved of these two departments, a 
detailed scheme-of independent control is to be 
submitted to the next District Council meeting 
for approval. If approved, it is hoped to bring 
the scheme into operation for next harvest. 

Hospital Accommodation.-Following on a 
suggestion at a general meeting that a hospital 
fund should be inaugurated at Red Cliffs, a 
public meeting was convened, from which a 
representative committee was formed. The 
fund has been established, and is now open to 
the public. 

The shortage of labor in the district during 
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harvest caused. some concern, and the commit~ 
tee has been in communication with the Sus
tenance Branch in an endeavor to have the 
position safeguarded fdt next se·ason . 

RESEARCH WORK 

The Research Committee report was given 
by Mr. G. Wake, who gave an account of the 
manner in which the £100 voted last year had 
been used. He said that a sub-committee got 
in touch with Mr. A. V. Lyon, of the Research 
Station, to discover the best means of using the 
money. It was decided to spend £36 on the 
bud-count and test-pipes in connection with 
drainage. The Cardross Frost Club was granted 
£20 to carry on its valuable work, on the ap
proval of the committee. When that was 
.finished 53 test-pipes were put down. 

Outlining the research work financed by 
the branch, Mr. Lyon said that the purpose of 
the bud-count was to try to present some facts 
in matters which frequently came under dis
cussion. The question was of watering a vine 
at the time the shoots appeared, and the method 
adopted to count the buds. A number of spots 
were selected at random on a number of blocks, 
and so an average was struck. If the shoots 
were examined in September it would be found 
rhat some measured six inches, others two 
inches, and others one inch. That growth was 
maintained, and fruit was borne in a similar 
ratio, so that it was an important matter. Ac
tually the buds came out of diiferent part_s- of 
the vines when they were watered late and 
when they were watered early. 

In connection with the drainage tests, sites 
were selected in different soil types, and at 
different depths. Test wells were sunk to pick 
up the water levels at different points, and the 
movement of water to the drain was checked. 
It was ·an endeavor to trace exactly what the 
drains were doing. 

Mr. Lyon said he had reserved the result for 
a later date, and the meeting agreed to arrange 
for a lantern-slide lecture on research work on 
August 30. 

Discussing dips, Mr. Lyon said it was 
clear that the fine emulsion made in a factory 
was better. than the home-made variety. Prob
ably there was a decided advantage in standard
isation of dipping. He advised the branch to 
take up the matter of uniformity. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Mr. H. V. Davey, reporting on the scholar

ships given by the branch, said that it had been 
a very successful year; 44 children had entered, 
and the Education Department and authorities 
were most enthusiastic. The money was well 
spent, and he hoped the branch would continue 
it this year. On his motion, it was decided to 
carry on the scholarship again in 19 3 8. 

A report was also submitted by Mr. ]. H. 
Gordon outlining the work· of the sub-commit
tee dealing with several Government Depart
ments in matters affecting the growers. The 
question of high water charges was one of the 
main considerations of the branch.. 

Messrs. Heaysman and Mackie moved a vote 
of thanks to the chairman and committee, 
whiC'h was carried by acclamation. 

ELECITON OF OFFICE-BEARERS 
This resulted as follows:-Mr. G. Wake, 

president; Mr. W. Cavendish, vice-president, 
and Mr. A. McKinnon, secretary. Mr. D. 
Charles, dele-gate to Federal Council. Appreci
ative references were made to the services 
rendered by Mr. W. Cavendish, as president, 
and Mr. Davey, as vice-president. Messrs. J. 
E. Taylor and N. Pender were· elected to .fill 
vacancies on the committee caused by the re
tirement of Messrs. W. Montgomery and H. 
Youngs. The remaining members of the com
mittee who were due to retire were re-elected. 

"HOME WITH THE MILK" 

Dave (at two in the morning): "I could 
kiss you 'till the cows come home!" 

Dad , (in the next room) : "M -o-n-(}{) I" 
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Growers' Defence Committee 
ANNUAL MEETING 

At the annual meeting held at Mil dura, the chairman, Mr. E. S. Creaton, 
reported on the year's activities. The report dealt mainly with the routine work 
of the Reference Board, which, during the year, had heard several cases, all of 
which had been settled satisfactorily. 

Mr. Creaton stated that the committee had 
been watching the position during the basic 
wage enquiry and had arranged for its solici
tor to take any action necessary. No immediate 
effec·t on the industry would result from the 
hearing, and it was not anticipated that the 
court would give any decision in regard to the 
dried fruits industry for the ·'!=ime being. 

Mr. Creaton was· re-elected, unopposed, as 
chairman of the committee and the retiring 
members were also re-elected. It was decided to 
strike a levy of one penny half-penny per ton 
on the 19 3 7 crop and to ask the packers to 
again contribute one half-penny per ton. The 
chairman explained that the levy would not 
be called up unless needed. 

A statement of the finances of the commit
tee was submitted and was accepted by the 
meeting. The report read as follows:-

The Chairman, 

Growers' Defence Committee, 
Mildura. 

Sir.-We report the completion of the audit 
of the books, accounts and vouchers of your 
committee, for the year ended December 31st, 
1936, and have pleasure in presenting herewith 
balance sheet as at that date, together with 
revenue accoullt for the year then ended. 

Revenue Account-To assist you in your 
review of the affairs of the committee, we sub
mit hereunder"_comparative revenue figures for 
the past two years. Figures are stated to the 
nearest £. 

Year ended December 31st 
Cr.-

Levies ....................... . 
Dr.-

Advertising, Printing and Station-
ery ........................ . 

Salary ....................... . 
Office Rent and Bank Charges .. 
Audit Fee .................... . 
General Expenses ............. . 
Postages ..................... . 
Arbitration and Legal Expenses 

1935 1936 
£ £ 
321 --
. 26 ·32 

50 50 
I 1 
2 2 
1 1 
2 
8 2 
- --

£90 £88 

The excess of expenditure over revenue for 
the year was £88. No levies were called up 
by the committee during the :year under re
view. 

Balance Sheet.-For your information we· 
set out hereunder the balance at credit of the 
Accumulated Fund at the end of each of the 
past three ye·ars. 

Balance at December 31st. 
Accumulated Fund-

1934 1935 1936 
£42 5 I £273 12 11 £185 7 4 

General.-All our requisitions as Auditors 
have been complied with, and we have re
ceived all the information and explanations we· 
have required. 

Subject to this report, we are of the. opinion 
that the accompanying balance sheet and re
lative statement o£ account, are properly 
drawn up, and correctly exhibit the financial 
affairs of your committee as at December 31, 
1936, acc;ording to the books of account. 
Yours faithfully, (Signed) Hancock & Wood-

ward, Chartered Accountants (Aust.) 

GROWERS' DEFENCE COMMITtEE 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER 31st, 1936. 

LIABILITIES 
Accumulated Fund-

Balance as at 31/12/35 273 12 11 
Less Balance trans-

ASSETS 
Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney 
Limited-

Mildura-Balance· -at Credit of 
ferred from Rev- Current A/c. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. 187 9 4 
enue Account . . . . 88 5 7 

Sundry Creditors ..... . 
185 7 4 

2 2 0 

£187 9 4 

REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31/12/36 

To Advertising, Printing and 
,Stationery ................. . 32 0 7 

By Balance (being excess of expen
diture over receipts transfer-

£187 9 4 

, Salary .............•......... 50 0 0 red to Accumulated Fund) . . . 88 5 7 
, Audit Fees ................. . 2 2 0 
, General Expenses ........... . 1 1 0 
, Arbitration and Legal Expenses 2 2 0 
, Office Rent .· .......... . 10 0 
, Bank Charges ............... . 10 0 

£88 5 7 £88 5 7 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 
RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

Preferential 
Duties 

(To The Editor) 

Sir.-The article On the above subject in the 
April issue of the "Dried FrUits News" makes 
very interesting reading, and the growers who 
trouble to read international news must realise 
that the dried fruits industry must be affected. 
The pending Imperial Conference will be com
pelled to give no small measure of attention to 
a reduction of trade barriers. When the reper
:::ussions Of this come back to dried fruits and 
curtail our sheltered markets, what will we 
do. Just what action will be takeri when we 
are thrown on our own resources. I have been 
a grower for 15 years, and have been to many 
A.D.F.A. meetings. I have -carefully read the 
"Dried Fruit News," but I_ see, apart from 
some form of preference, very little advocated. 
Is our industry of 4 0 years standing still de
pendent on «props," or will the law of self 
preservation compel it to fight tariff burdens 
it should have grappled with at its inception. 
Are we content to wait until we lose our 
"props," and what other alternative have we? 
-Yours, etc., 

HENRYS. DENMAN, 

Loveday. 

(To The Editor) 

Sir.-1 haVe been instructed by my commit
tee to seek further information regarding your 
most interesting editorial entitled "Preferen
tial Duties," printed in the "Dried Fruits 
News" of April 28th. 

Following- on review of the fact that there 
is quite a likelihood of the preference we_ en
joy on the London market being .endangered, 
you go on to say that "growers should there
fore giv.e thought to the question of reducing 
their costs of production." We sUggest that 
this is and has been the ambition of the dried 
fruits industry for the past number of years, 
and great strides have been made, not only by 
the individual in producing the fruit, but also 
in its collective processing and distribution. 
Seeing that all the requirements .for the indus
try have to be acquired on a highly protected 
market and any labor paid the price fixed by 
the Arbitration Courts, it would seem in the 
final analysis that «reduction of costs" really 
means the producer further tightening his 
belt -and being prepared to receive a cut in his 
none too adequate returns. 

We also differ from your statement that the 
referendum was a win for free trade and sec
tional interests. Obviously those people would 
oppose the referendum, but we feel that the 
referendum was beaten by questions quite 
apart from the central one of giving the pro
ducer a .fair return for his labor. Questions 
such as giving additional power to the Federal 
Government and their alleged abuse of power 
such as book censorship, Kirch and Mrs. Freer 
case, etc. 

It may provide food for the thought if we 
remember_ that we were assured that the win
ning of a "Yes" vote for the Aviation question 
was as essential for the co-ordination of . that 
service as a "Yes" vote for the major issue. I:ti 
spite of the fact that the aviation question 
was to all intents and purposes as decisively 
beaten as the other, a ·.conference between the 
States and Federal Governments has evidently 
settled the whole matter. Is the primary pro
, duction of Australia not as important as the 
aviation service, or are the producers being 
made the plaything of the Politicians?-Yours~ 
etc., 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST C. W. TILL, 
Hon. Secretary Barmera Branch A.D.F .A~ 

Printed and Published for the Australian Dried Fruits Association by New SunraYsia Dail:v Pt:v. Ltd .. Deakin Avpnm" "M'ililn1"'<:1 


