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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

FELLOW GROWERS 

The 1997 ADFA Federal Council has been held. 
It would have to be said that this Council was the most 

significant held since the formation of the ADFA. 
The motions carried at the Council to cease ADFA 

involvement in equalisation of returns from all markets 
strikes at the very heart of what the ADFA has stood for 
all its existence. 

Rule 5 of the ADFA sums it up quite simply i.e. The 
object of every decision is that all growers of similar fruits 
in the same locality, working under Association 
conditions, shall be, as near as may be, on the same 
footing. 

I know for many growers present and past this 
decision must seem like an abandonment of all the great 
things the industry stood for. Equity, sharing the good, 
the ordinary, the bad, and industry structure that allowed 
many people from many backgrounds to develop in an 
environment of collective marketing strength rather than 
the cut throat open market. 

Our marketing system, as was our productive base, 
was Government sponsored, Government supported, all 
for good reasons - social, political and economic. 

I believe it is the quite different social, political and 
economic environment that we now have to work in that 
forces the dried fruits industry to change. 

The industry, although still very important, is no longer 
the key industry in our regions. Government support is 
almost totally withdrawn. 

The industry has to compete for the product of the 
multipurpose varieties that were traditionally totally dried. 

The industry has to give a return for dried fruit that is 
comparable with better uses of land and expensive water 
whether that be table grapes, varietal wine grapes or 
other crops. 

I personally visited all the branches of the ADFA with 
the exception of Mid-Murray as well as having close 
discussions with all major stakeholders in the industry. 

I believe everybody understands why the industry 
must change, must adapt. 

There is obvious concern with change, there is fear of 
the unknown. All reasonable. The industry has a proud 
record of adapting. I honestly believe we can make the 
necessary changes with little disruption and achieve an 
outcome that will position the Australian dried fruits 
industry for the next century. 

More detail regarding the decision of Federal Council 
appears on page 17 of this edition. 

Peter J. Macintosh 
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EXPORT REPORT 

EXPORTS 1997 MARKETING YEAR 
Exports of sultanas for 1997 marketing year will be 

around 15,000 tonnes which includes around 8,400 
tonnes from the 1996 crop and 6,600 tonnes from 1997 
crop. Table A provides details by market and a 
comparison of the 1996 marketing year. It is estimated 
that about 800 tonnes of the 1997 crop will be shipped 
in 1998 marketing year to ensure continuity of supply, 
particularly in retail markets. Exports of currants will be 
minimal and seeded raisins will be about 300 tonnes. 

Table A 

SULTANAS 
EXPORTS BY MARKETING YEAR 

1996 1997* 
Tonnes Tonnes 

Germany 10,384 2,400 

Canada 6,155 6,000 

United Kingdom 2,862 2,900 

New Zealand 2,419 2,000 

Other Markets 3,944 1,700 

Total: 25,764 15,000 

*Estrmate 

WORLD PRODUCTION & STOCK 
World production and stock for the last four years is 

shown in Table B. Over the last two years there has 
been a significant drop in production. Production in 
1996/97 was about 140,000 tonnes less than the 
average in the 1993/94/95. This has resulted in world 
stocks dropping to 79,000 tonnes which is about 
120,000 tonnes below normal stock levels. 

Table B 

ESTIMATED 
WORLD PRODUCTION & STOCK 

SULTANAS/RAISINS 

'OOOs TONNES 

YEAR PRODUCTION STOCK 

1993/94 777 194 

1994/95 784 228 

1995/96 712 170 

1996/97 642 79 

The key to world productron rs what happens in 
California and Turkey as these two countries produce 
about two thirds of the world production. You are well 
aware of the impact the wine industry has had on the 
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Australian dried fruits industry. In 1996 a similar 
change occurred in California with large tonnages of 
sultana grapes moving to wine and juice, the attraction 
being a higher price. 

1997 NORTHERN HEMISPHERE CROPS 
The latest information on northern hemisphere 

production indicates there will be little relief to low world 
stocks. There has been some frost damage in Turkey 
and a 180,000 tonne crop is expected. Turkey has the 
potential to produce a crop of over 200,000 tonnes. 
There has been weather damage in Iran and the latest 
estimate is 60,000 tonnes. Greece is now expected to 
produce a crop of 40,000 tonnes. In 1996 California 
produced a small crop and this year the bunch count 
has been reported to be up by 36% and production is 
estimated at 300,000 tonnes. In summary there is a 
world shortage of sultanas and raisins and prices will 
remain firm. This is an encouraging sign for Australian 
growers for the 1998 season. 

REFORM OF AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 
INDUSTRY 

Federal Council has been and gone and it was 
decided that the ADFA Board of Management will 
consult with the major stakeholders and decide what 
statutory services are required and how they can be 
best provided. 

There is no Government pressure to change the 
ADFB role however it must be recognised that with the 
downsizing of the industry the future needs of the 
industry will be different and adjustments will need to 
be made. Decisions on State Boards and domestic 
marketing arrangements have already been made and 
are being implemented. These are major changes that 
will require a settling in period before the full effects are 
known. 

Another important issue is the size of the industry in 
the foreseeable future. At recent industry meetings 
there have been estimates that the average crop size 
will be 35,000 tonnes, also there have been estimates 
above and below 35,000 tonnes. These estimates are 
critical to making the correct decision on what statutory 
services are required and how best to provide them. 
Unfortunately because of the rapid changes that are 
taking place it is difficult to have a high confidence 
level in the production estimates. It is important that 
growers and packers jointly develop a vision of the 
future on the size of the industry and how it will function 
and then decide what statutory services are required to 
best service the interests of growers. The next decision 
is how these services can be most effectively provided. 

The ADFB has been and will continue to be a major 
participant in the review of the industry structure. The 
Board believes that it is not necessary to make all the 
changes at the one time and that a managed phased in 
approach will produce a more predictable outcome that 
will benefit growers. 
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FROST - HOW IT ALL HAPPENS 
By Reg Johns, Industry Development Officer, 

Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, lrymple 

Introduction 
Spring is just around the comer, and growers who 

think back to last year, will remember the enormous 
risk of losing part or all of their hard earned crop due to 
frost. To minimise the chance of frost damage it is 
important to put an appropriate control strategy into 
place. 

To be able to prepare a frost control program, it is 
important to understand how frost occurs. Each day 
the soil surface in an orchard or vineyards goes through 
a cycle of temperature changes. During the daylight 
hours, the soil absorbs heat and becomes warmer. At 
night the soil, and to a lesser extent the trees, vines 
and trellis, radiate this absorbed heat and become 
colder. 
Frost Types 

There are two types of frost, radiation and 
advective. 

Radiation frosts occur on clear nights when long
wave radiation from the ground to the sky is not 
impeded by cloud cover. When the atmosphere is dry 
temperatures fall rapidly. With hi gh humidity the 
temperature falls rapidly due to dew point then slowly 
with less likelihood of frost. Strong temperature 
inversions can develop in calm, low humidity 
atmospheric conditions and if frosts occur under these 
conditions they are called "inversion frosts". 

Advective frosts are generally associated with 
moderately strong winds and occur where large masses 
of cold air move in to a locality. Advective frosts are a 
common problem at high altitudes and do not pose a 
danger for most vineyards in Australia. 
Whether the soil surface and surrounding air 
reaches the frost temperature of ooc or not 
depends on: 
• The amount of heat stored in the top 300-350 mm 

of soil during the day. 
• The amount of heat lost by radiation at night. The 

rate of loss by radiation is greatest on a clear night. 
Clouds have a blanketing effect. 

• The flow of heat from the soil to the radiating soil or 
plant surface. If this flow of heat cannot keep pace 
with the heat loss by radiation, then the 
temperature of the soil surface and surrounding air 
drops. 

• The moisture content of the air. As the soil and 
plants cool off at night, the temperature of the air in 
contact with them may fall below the dew point, 
causing moisture in the air to condense and form 
dew. the process of water vapour changing to 
water (dew) slows down the temperature drop. The 
higher the dew point at night, the less chance of 
frost. 

What happens to plant tissue when frosted? 
Plant tissue mainly contains water held in cells and 

small conducting vessels. When this cell sap water 
freezes it expands and ruptures the thin cell walls, 
killing the tissue. When the sap in the damaged tissue 
melts, it leaks away and gives the characteristic "burnt" 
appearance of a frosted plant. 
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What are the temperature patterns on a frosty 
night? 

On a calm, clear night the soil radiates heat and 
cools rapidly so the coldest air is in contact with the soil 
surface. There is a sharp change in temperature where 
this underlying cold air is trapped under warm air. This 
forms a distinct layer called the inversion layer. The 
height of this inversion layer rises from eight metres to 
in excess of seventy metres above ground. 

During the spring, the air temperatures at nine 
metres is often 3-4 oc higher than the air temperature at 
0.3 metres. When this happens, it is said that there is 
an inversion of 3-4 oc in the first nine metres. 

The greater the inversion of temperature between 
ground level and nine metres, the better the chances 
that frost pots and wind machines will prevent frost 
damage. 

When the inversion layer is higher than nine metres 
it is more difficult to minimise the effects of frost with 
wind machines. However, frost pots may still be 
effective at disrupting the inversion layer and mixing 
warmer air from above with cold air at ground level. 

Wind machines have been used for a number of 
years and are still very effective under certain frost 
conditions, particularly in conjunction with other frost 
prevention practices. 

Although frost pots were commonly used many 
years ago, preparing and lighting them was extremely 
laborious and inconvenient. The more recent adoption 
of improved cultural management practices, especially 
irrigation scheduling, have been highly effective in 
minimising damage by most frosts. 

DRYING FOR PROFIT 

Yes, I am interested in being kept informed of any 
future Drying for Profit activities. 

My details are: 

Name: ................ ... ............... ... ........ .. .. .... ........ ... . . 

Mailing Address: ........................... ............ ..... .. .. . 

Please return to: 

Drying for Profit 
PO Box 5042 

MILDURA Vic 3502 
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OUTCOME COMMERCIALISATION A KEY TO DFRDC SUCCESS 

Commercialisation - A Key Performance Criteria 
Commercialisation is a key performance criteria for 

the Dried Fruits Research and Development Council. 
Until research outcomes are utilised by industry a 
payback on the industry and government investment 
has not been achieved. Most research providers are 
seeking to deliver timely outcomes and assist in their 
uptake. Within the dried fruits industry, structures have 
been established to facilitate the implementation 
process. The researchers are linked as soon as 
possible to appropriate industry groups that provide a 
commercial focus for the work and assist in the 
technology adoption process. 

Recent Examples 
Recent examples of commercialised research 

outcomes are: 

• The CSIRO Plant Industry project "New tests for 
chemical residues for Australian dried fruits". The 
project's principal investigator, Dr John Skerritt 
worked with Agriculture Victoria to identify target 
chemicals and with the industry's chemical residues 
committee to establish an efficient and viable 
testing program to ensure the product integrity of 
Australian dried vine fruit is not only perceived as 
world's best but can be objectively shown to be so. 

Laboratory technician Shona Heathcote (far right) 
demonstrates the chemical residue test procedure 
to DFRDC members at the facility established at the 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board premises in Mildura. 
The CSIRO's new chemical residue tests provide a 
comprehensive screening for relevant 
organochlorines; light brown apple moth and 
mealy bug insecticides; downy and powdery 
mildew and phomopsis agents; and copper 
fungicides. The CSIRO and DFRDC are 
investigating wider commercialisation 
opportunities for the colormetric tests both 
domestically in the fresh grape industries and 
overseas. 

• The CSIRO Division of Horticulture project to 
evaluate drying varieties has led to the release of a 
seedless muscat grape known as Sunmuscat that 
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provides a highly marketable product from high 
yielding vines and good resistance to disease and 
berry splitting. The promotion and distribution of 
the variety has been facilitated through the 
DFRDC. To date, 80 growers have registered for 
the variety and demand is exceeding the available 
supply of planting material. The market analysis 
and development is being undertaken in co
operation with the DFRDC's Processing and 
Marketing Advisory Group. 

• The research into drying emulsions has led major 
manufacturers of drying oils to change their label 
recommendations to lower strength emulsions that 
provide grower savings on drying materials and 
improves the fruit's resistance to processing 
damage. The assistance of a working group 
comprising CSIRO, DFRDC, and manufacturers 
has guided the uptake of the new recommended 
rates. 

• The DFRDC's latest commercialisation venture 
involves the manufacture of the dried grape 
harvester developed by Ivan Shaw. The new 
harvester is designed specifically to suit trellises 
utilised in advanced mechanised production 
systems. These canopy management systems are 
characterised by crop separation to a single side of 
tall wide trellises. The prototype harvester met the 
performance criteria set by the DFRDC Production 
Advisory Group's Mechanisation Committee during 
trials conducted this past season. Parties 
interested in the harvester can contact the DFRDC 
office for further information. 

Members of the DFRDC's Mechanisation Committee 
monitored the performance of the Shaw prototype 
harvester against the design criteria they set. The 
harvester picks trellis dried fruit from advanced 
mechanised trellises that incorporate hanging cane 
and summer pruning principles and feature single 
side fruiting zones. 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL 1997 
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 

1. OVERVIEW 
1.1 There have been a number of notable events 

within the Australian dried fruits industry since the 
1996 ADFA Federal Council, including: 
• A wide ranging review of industry arrangements 

and structures, with the Board of Management 
recommending substantial deregulation of the 
industry. 

• The closure of the ADFA's Food Advisory 
Services. 

• Significant losses to grape crops from frost. 
• Extremely low production levels of sultanas, 

currants, and raisins. 
• The continuing removal of sultana and currant 

vines and apricot and peach trees as growers 
continue to move to alternative uses of land and 
water. 

2. 1997 SEASON OF PRODUCTION 
2.1 Sultanas: The fruitfulness of sultanas was very 

low as a result of low hours of sunshine in 
November\December 1995. 
The crop potential was further reduced by severe 
frosts in late September. 
The harvest was preceded by severe 
thunderstorms, making growers very nervous 
about drying fruit. 
The weather during harvest was extremely hot, 
causing a large turnover of pickers, but providing 
excellent drying conditions. 
The production of dried sultanas at 24,500 tonnes 
received weight was the lowest since 1927. 

2.2 Currants: The production of dried currants was 
the lowest for many years due to the removal of 
vines, diversions to wine because of the continuing 
strong demand for red grapes, and minor losses 
from rain damage. 

2.3. Raisins: Raisin production was disappointingly 
low, with the wine industry remaining the preferred 
outlet for grapes of the raisin type. 

2.4 Apricots: Dried apricots were of good quality, 
predominantly Fancy Large grade with sulphur 
levels in the desired range. Intake by ADFA 
processors was managed to ensure that supply did 
not exceed market requirements. 

2.5 Peaches: The intake of dried peaches was also 
managed on the basis of previous levels of supply 
by growers so as to meet market requirements. 
The fruit received was of good quality with a mix of 
sizes. 

2.6 Pears: The need to use artificial dehydration to 
finish dry caused a decline in the colour and thus 
the quality of some dried pears received . ADFA 
processors require additional supply and therefore 
were willing to accept all fruit offered. 

3. MARKET OVERVIEW 
3.1 Fruit Availability: Total Australian fruit available 

for sale during the 1997/98 marketing year from 
both ADFA and non-ADFA sources is estimated as: 
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3.2 

Season 1997 Carry-in Total 
(tonnes) (tonnes) (tonnes) 

Currants 2,800 200 3,000 
Sultanas 23,000 17,100 40,100 
Raisins 1,300 620 1,920 
Apricots 2,230 N/A 
Peaches 445 N/A 
Pears 329 N/A 

Allocations: The allocation of season 1997 
sultanas to various markets at May 2, 1997 was: 

tonnes 
Australia* 15,600 
UK 1,700 
Germany 1 ,600 
Other Europe 200 
Canada 2,120 
New Zealand 1 ,080 
Japan 500 
Other 200 
TOTAL 23,000 
• includes planned carryout of 1 ,600 tonnes 

Open allocations apply to currants and raisins, and 
all tree fruit varieties with preference expected to 
be given to the domestic market. 

3.3 Australian Consumption: For the year ended 
February 28, 1997 total consumption of dried vine 
fruit in Australia was 36,363 tonnes with the source 
of supply being Australian fruit 26,068 tonnes and 
imports 10,295 tonnes. 
Australian dried tree fruit consumption in the same 
period is estimated as 5,745 tonnes with the source 
of supply being Australian fruit 2,426 tonnes and 
imports 3,319 tonnes. 
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3.4. Imports: The import of dried sultanas increased 

while the import of apricots fell. 
Sultana imports were 8,874 tonnes, the first time 
sultana imports have exceeded 8,000 tonnes. 
Import values remained low, putting great ~ressu~e 
on the prices that are attainable for Australian frwt. 
Fortunately Australian sultanas still dominate the 
retail category, and also have strong support from 
some quality conscious manufacturers. 
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The import of currants was practically non-existent 
in the first part of the 1996/97 marketing year due 
to the high price for Greek fruit. However Greek 
prices more than halved after their Northern 
Hemisphere harvest in September leading to a 
recommencement of imports. 
With the low production of Australian currants and 
sultanas from the 1997 season it is anticipated that 
import levels will increase for both of these 
varieties. 
The import of dried vine fruits other than currants 
and sultanas fell by 147 tonnes to 600 tonnes. 
The import of apricots in the 12 months to the end 
of February 1997 saw a much welcomed decline of 
1 ,665 tonnes or 34%, for a total level of 3,168 
tonnes. 

3.5. Import Duties: The level of import duty on all 
dried fruits imported into Australia, regardless of 
variety and origin, is now 5%. 
This level of duty does not provide any meaningful 
protection to the Australian industry. 
The phase down of import duties which was 
completed on July 1, 1996 has encouraged higher 
level of imports and depressed prices for 
Australian fruit within the domestic market. 
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3.6 Domestic Dried Vine Fruit Pricing: With import 
duties at the nominal rate of 5%, Australia is now 
just one segment of the international market for 
dried fruits. 
Efforts are made to maintain premium prices for 
Australian fruit sold in all markets, including 
Australia. However this premium can only be a 
margin over the base price set by the balance of 
international supply and demand for dried fruits. 
This is particularly true for the bulk sector of the 
market where manufacturing uses for dried fruits 
count for approximately 50% of Australian 
consumption. 
With the short crop of Australian sultanas an effort 
is being made to increase both prices and returns 
to growers. 
Prices for Australian currants in the domestic 
market are being maintained at higher levels than 
for imported Greek fruit, but solely as a result of 
the short supply that is available and with the 
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knowledge that there will be a significant tonnage 
imported. 
Seeded raisins are presently a specialty product, 
with a limited supply forcing up prices and returns 
to growers. However any significant increase in 
production will cause both prices and returns to 
fall. 
The apricot sector has been as price competitive 
as the vine fruits sector with it being extremely 
difficult to increase selling prices despite the need 
to increase returns to growers. Some stability may 
return to the market with the majority of the 
Australian fruit available now reverting to being in 
the hands of two marketers. 

3.7 Dried Vine Fruits -Export: Australia 's reputation 
as a reliable supplier of dried sultanas is in tatters 
after another low crop has restricted supply to 
exports. 
Shipments in the past three marketing years 
compared to the projection for 1997 for major 
markets are: 

SALES BY MARKETING YEAR 

1994/96 1996/98 1998/97 Est. 1997/98" 

Germany 5,490 4,840 10,363 2,481 

UK/France 5,073 2,816 3,208 3,310 

Other Europe 854 1,467 1,620 558 

Canada 1,549 1,530 6,113 6,234 

New Zealand 2,404 1,983 2,416 2,047 

Japan 681 641 1,059 801 

Other Markets 1,353 781 921 433 

17,404 14,047 25,700 15,864 

* Assuming unshipped orders and full allocations are taken up. 

Higher prices have resulted from the short supply. 
With the continuing removal of sultana vines, 
some projections suggest that future average 
export availability of sultanas will be 15,000 
tonnes. 
Only minimal quantities of currants and seeded 
raisins will be exported to select markets. 

3.8 Dried Tree Fruits: The short apricot crops of 
recent years have allowed Turkish apricots to take 
up a strong market position in generic retail packs 
where they have won considerable consumer 
support. The presence of this fruit on supermarket 
shelves at prices much cheaper than Australian 
fruit prevents any increase in wholesale prices 
much needed to increase returns to growers. 
Supply of dried apricots to manufacturing purposes 
continues to be dominated by imported product as 
many manufacturers have price as their main 
consideration. 
Continued management of intake levels is 
essential to maintain returns near existing levels. 
However at existing returns there is very little 
margin for the grower after meeting harvest, 
cutting, and drying expenses. The resulting 
unfavourable comparison with alternative uses for 
land and water is leading to widespread removal of 
apricot and peach trees. 
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3.9 Australian Promotion: The majority of the 
promotion of dried fruits within the Australian 
mark~t is now carried out by the marketing agents 
and directed to promoting their own brand names 
f?r co~su.mer ~acketed fruit , and providing 
fmanc1al mput mto the promotion of the products of 
those manufacturers who use Australian dried 
fruits. 
The newly formed ADFA Promotion Committee 
has undertaken some non-brand specific 
promotion initiatives, including: 
• A pre-Christmas media campaign. 
• Development of a new range of school education 

materials. 
• De~elopment of a computer-based library of 

rec1pes and associated photographs. 
3.10 Export Promotion: Part of the levy collected by 

the Australian Dried Fruits Board (ADFB) is 
directed towards industry based promotion 
initiatives in targeted overseas markets. 

n 

In 1996/97 export promotion expenditure by the 
ADFB was $707,000. One of the initiatives 
included in this expenditure was the development 
of new industry information kits for overseas 
buyers. These kits were produced in English, 
German, French, Japanese and Chinese. 
The export promotion budget has been scaled 
back in 1996/97 to $250,000 in line with the 
reduced fruit availability. 

SULTANAS 
ADFA Sales by Season of Production 
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3.11 Grade Differentials: Amended sultana grade 
differentials were applied to season 1997 dried 
sultanas. 
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These differentials determine the difference in 
grower payments for various grades of fruit. 
The differentials for all light grade sultanas were 
increased by $20 per tonne, with the 6 crown 
differential also being increased by this margin so 
as to maintain a premium over 5 crown light. 
In essence the revised differentials provide a more 
appropriate reward to growers for better handling, 
spraying and finish drying of fruit plus the use of 
rack curtains, etc. The new sultana differentials 
are: 

6-crown 
5-crown light 

Base plus $320 
Base plus $300 

5-crown 
4-crown light 
4-crown 
3-crown light 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 

Base plus $260 
Base plus $260 
Base plus $220 
Base plus $220 
Base plus $180 
Base plus $ 30 

Base 

3.12 Raisin Two Pool: Prior to Christmas 1996 there 
was a time when it appeared that the coming raisin 
production would exceed market demand and 
accordingly there would be a need to implement 
the raisin two pool proposal agreed some years 
earlier. 
Much to the Board 's disappointment, it was found 
that not all processors were willing to implement 
the procedure, and accordingly the industry would 
be forced to run one single pool for raisins. Under 
a single pool, growers who had remained loyal to 
raisin drying would not have received any 
recognition by way of an increased return. 
With a greater raisin crop not eventuating, the 
breakdown of the raisin two pool proposal became 
a non-issue. However it does demonstrate one of 
the weaknesses of the present arrangements 
where all fruit is received on the same terms 
regardless of any history of supply and the ' 
detriment to any growers who may have been 
routine suppliers of that product. 

3.13 Further Information: More information on the 
marketing of Australian dried fruits will be provided 
at Federal Council especially through the 
addresses to be provided by the Chairman of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Board and the General 
Manager of Australian Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. 

4. FARM MANAGEMENT 
4.1 Frost Damage: There were severe frosts in 

Sunraysia and the Riverland in the third week of 
September causing significant losses to grape 
crops. 
The areas most severely affected were 
predominantly those low lying areas usually 
affected by frost. 
One particular incident was investigated by the 
ADFA where two vineyards on the edge of the 
Merbein irrigation district were severely damaged 
by frost. It was alleged that this frost had been 
caused by the working up of a nearby commercial 
vegetable patch. An independent consultant was 
called in to assess the extent and cause of the 
loss. The consultant's report concluded that given 
the distance between the properties "that it is 
difficult and probably impossible to prove that the 
neighbouring vegetable growers are solely 
responsible for the frost damage." 
While being unable to pursue this particular case, 
the Board remains concerned at the general threat 
of incompatible land management practices 
impacting on grape growers, particularly with the 
diversification of crops within the established 
irrigation areas. 
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4.2 Hail Insurance: The 1996/97 season was the 19th 
year of the ADFA's involvement in commercial hail 
insurance. 
An innovation for the 1996/97 season was the 
provision of an optional profit cover facility to allow 
growers to insure a greater crop value where they 
thought the production cost values of the traditional 
scheme were inadequate. This option is 
particularly attractive to tablegrape growers and 
growers of high value wine varietals. 
While uptake in the initial year was modest, it is 
expected that support for this option will grow. 
Hail insurance is becoming more competitive with 
alternative schemes now being offered in 
Sunraysia and the Riverland. However the ADFA 
scheme has by far the highest participation in 
these two areas due to its low premium rates. 
A severe hail storm, with a front estimated at 
3 kilometres wide, hit insured properties in 
Balranald on November 17 causing severe losses. 

4.3 Fireblight: The ADFA made a submission to the 
review by the Australian Quarantine and Inspection 
Service (AQIS) of the application by New Zealand 
for access for their apples and pears into Australia . 
Fireblight is a severe disease of apple and pear 
trees, and if introduced into Australia could see 
enormous fruit production losses. Such heavy 
losses would make the pear industry unviable 
within Australia, including the production of dried 
pears. 
The New Zealand application suggested that the 
import of apples would pose only a low risk to the 
Australian apple and pear industry. 
The ADFA submission opposed the acceptance of 
any risk: "While the probability of infection crossing 
the Tasman may be low for any one shipment, this 
leads to the inescapable conclusion that given 
enough shipments that fireblight will enter 
Australia. 
The only question is whether this will occur in one 
year, five years, or twenty years. 
The certainty of eventual introduction of fireblight 
into Australia is totally unacceptable given the 
acknowledged severe financial consequences to 
the Australian apple and pear industry. 
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It is notable that New Zealand is not suggesting a 
protocol for the import of pears. We understand 
this is because New Zealand does not have any 
significant pear industry due to the presence of 
fireblight. " 
The ADFA welcomed the decision by AQIS to 
reject the New Zealand application. However the 
whole issue has become very clouded with the 
discovery of fireblight in the botanical gardens in 
Melbourne and Adelaide. 

4.4 Grape Quarantine: It is believed that AQIS is 
also considering an application for the importation 
of tablegrapes from the United States and Chile. 
As in the fireblight application, there will be a 
public consultation phase prior to any decision 
being made. The Board of Management has 
already resolved that it will oppose the import of 
tablegrapes as the USA has a number of grape 
vine diseases not present in Australia , including 
the very severe Pierce's Disease. 
The ADFA has also been monitoring developments 
with the Government's review of quarantine 
arrangements (the Nairn Review) . The ADFA has 
little concern with most of the recommendations 
contained in the Nairn report, but will continue to 
monitor how the Government implements new 
quarantine arrangements. 

4.5 Phylloxera: The ADFA has been involved in 
discussions in regard to the introduction of a new 
protocol for management of phylloxera quarantine 
zones. 

T 

While the ADFA supports the need for phylloxera 
containment measures, it has been concerned how 
this topic has been addressed within Victoria given 
that the initial proposals suggested the need for a 
budget of $500,000 but did not provide any details 
on how this money would be spent, how it would be 
collected , and who would administer it. 
The Board of Management could not see any 
justification for a new levy on all Victorian grape 
growers, and expressed its concerns that such a 
levy would provide a substantial cross subsidy to 
winegrape growers in Southern Victoria. 
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Continued on page 12. 
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30 YEAR OLD SULTANA VINES GRAFTED ON RAMSEY ROOTSTOCK STILL 
PRODUCE SATISFACTORY YIELDS 

By Melanie Bucik & Robert Hayes, Agricuhure Victoria, lrymple 
Peter Clingeleffer, CSIRO Division of Horticuhure, Merbein 

With correct vineyard and canopy management, Sultana vines grafted on Ramsey rootstock can still produce high 
yields. This is contrary to a commonly held belief that yields decline after about seven years. 

In rootstock trial work conducted by Max Sauer of the CSIRO Merbein in 1966, 11 rootstock trial sites were 
established in four irrigated districts throughout Sunraysia, all in privately owned vineyards. Sultana vines grafted on 
Ramsey rootstock and ungrafted H5 Sultanas were included. Yield data gathered over five years from these trials was 
the basis for recommending Ramsey as the preferred rootstock in the Sunraysia area. 
Recent Research 

A detailed assessment of all the original trials is currently underway. The purpose of revisiting these trials 30 years 
later is to assess the long-term yield performance of own-rooted Sultana and Sultana vines grafted on Ramsey 
rootstock. 

Seven of these old trials still exist. Of these five remain in their original state: 12 inch (300mm) T-trellis, 3.5 feet 
(1 ,067mm) high with 7.5 feet (2,286mm) vine spacing and 10 feet (3,048mm) row spacing (Photographs 1 and 2). 

Photograph 1. Original trellis (Site 3). Photograph 2. Original trellis (Site 6). 

Of the remaining two sites, one grower has increased the trellis height of 4.5 feet (1 ,372mm) (Photograph 3) . The other 
has increased the trellis width to 40 inches (1 ,016mm) at a height of 4.2 feet (1 ,280mm) with a foliage wire 11 inches 
(280mm) above this (Photograph 4) . Five of these sites were harvested during 1997 (Table 1). 
Table 1. Yield results obtained from 1997 harvest for own-rooted Sultana and Sultana vines grafted on 
R k B ld fi d S I amsey rootstoc . 0 1gures represent values where Ramsey is higher than own-roote u tana. 
District Trellis Vines Ave. cane Ave. bunch Ave. bunch Brix Yield 

numbers numbers weight (0) (dried t per 
per vine per vine (kg) acre) 

Site 1 High/wide tee with o/r Sultana 7.6 48.1 0.49 14.5 2.3 
lrymple one foliage wire Ramsey 14.9 70.4 0.67 17.7 4.5 
Site 2 High 12" tee o/r Sultana 9.3 34.4 0.43 19.0 1.5 
Dareton Ramsey 15.4 38.2 0.53 18.2 2.0 
Site 3 12" tee o/r Sultana 7.5 35.2 0.47 20.4 1.4 
Red Cliffs Ramsey 11.3 55.9 0.67 19.7 3.3 
Site 4 12" tee o/r Sultana 5.7 26.7 0.39 23.6 1.5 
Merbein Ramsey 4.0 21 .3 0.48 20.7 1.3 
Site 5 12" tee o/r Sultana 5.4 8.7 0.27 22.4 0.3 
Merbein Ramsey 8.8 22.7 0.47 20.5 1.6 
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Photograph 3. Trellis height increased (Site 2). Photograph 4. Trellis height and width increased 
with the addition of one foliage wire (Site 1 ). 

Each site, except Site 4, obtained greater yields when Sultana vines were grafted on Ramsey rootstock. This is 
due to the fact that Sultana/Ramsey vines generally have larger bunches and more of them due to greater numbers of 
canes retained on Sultana/Ramsey vines to control high vigour (Table 1) (Photograph 5). 

Photograph 5. Own-rooted Sultana vine next to a Photograph 6. Well-managed vineyard at Site 3. 
Sultana vine grafted on Ramsey rootstock (right). 

Brix levels were lower for Sultana vines grafted on Ramsey rootstock at Sites 2-5 due to crowded canopies 
resulting from narrow 12" T -trellises. At Site 1, the trellis height and width has been increased and one fol iage wire 
added to better manage the vigorous Ramsey rootstock. This increased the area of the vine canopy, reducing shoot 
crowding and shading, thereby increasing bud fruitfulness. As a result, Site 1 achieved higher brix levels for Sultana 
vines grafted on Ramsey rootstock and the highest yields for both Sultana vines grafted on Ramsey rootstock and own
rooted Sultana vines. 

Initial results show that an increase in yields can be obtained by increasing the height and width of the trellis (site 
1). However, this alone does not increase yields shown by the comparison of Site 2 and 3. While Site 1 obtained the 
greatest yields, the trellis was only a contributing factor. Attention was also paid to vineyard management, including 
vine nutrition, irrigation and pest and disease management which all influence yield potential (Photograph 6). 
Additional yield data will be collected from the same five trial sites for the continuing harvest in 1998. 
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Continued from page 9 
4.6 Drying For Profit: The grower discussion groups 

to facilitate excellence in dried vine fruit production 
have continued, with there presently being 13 
active groups. Other activities have included: 
• two trellis drying field days. 
• a herbicide field day. 
• availability of a wetting machine on loan for 

those trialling trellis drying. 
The ADF A acknowledges the assistance of the 
CSIRO, Victorian and NSW agriculture 
departments, and the DFRDC in providing 
technical input to the Drying for Profit program 
which has utilised more than 30 guest speakers. 

4.7 Industrial Relations: The ADFA through its 
Committee on Industrial Relations, has maintained 
its position as the major body involved in industrial 
relations issues on behalf of dried fruit growers. 
The report of this committee appears as Appendix 
2 to this report. 

4.8. Harvest Labour: The ADFA is continuing to 
monitor major reforms proposed by the 
Government to the operation of the Department of 
Employment, Education, Training and Youth 
Affairs (DEETYA), and the Department of Social 
Security (DSS). The reforms which are planned to 
be implemented in March 1998 include: 
• Both DEETY A and DSS becoming policy units 

with staff based only in Canberra. 
• The formation of a new public authority which 

would provide the outlet for DEETY A and DSS 
services throughout Australia. 

• Opening up of the functions of the existing 
Commonwealth Employment Service to private 
employment provider enterprises. 

• Payment for both the public and private 
employment provider enterprises to be based 
upon the success of actually placing people in 
employment. 

The Board's major concern is that a move to fee 
for service employment placement arrangements 
may see the loss of Government commitment to 
assisting the movement of short-term labour from 
one location to another. This could have a huge 
detrimental impact on the ability to attract harvest 
labour to both Sunraysia and the Rivertand. 
The Federal Government has apparently now 
recognised the need for special harvest 
recruitment measures, but has not yet revealed 
how these will be implemented. The ADFA will 
continue to take an interest in this area. 

4.9 Water and Irrigation Policy: The ADFA has 
continued to take a lead role in regard to water 
issues including: 
• Involvement in the determination of bulk water 

entitlements for the Victorian side of the River 
Murray. The outcome of this process will have 
far reaching implications for all Victorian 
irrigators. 

• Monitoring the implementation of the interim cap 
on diversions within the Murray-Darling system, 
including, when necessary, responding to the 
claims of other industries. 
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• Seeking modelling of the ability of the River 
Murray to supply the forecast demand for 
irrigation below the Barmah choke. 

• Opposing the very high increase in water 
charges applied by the Sunraysia Rural Water 
Authority in the 1996/97 irrigation season. 

• Assisting the Robinvale Irrigation District 
Restructuring Committee's investigations into 
alternative management systems. 

• The introduction of a surcharge on all water 
within South Australia. 

The ADFA's Water and Environment Committee 
has also been involved in a number of issues 
relating to water and its sustainable use. The 
report of this Committee is attached as 
Appendix 4. 

4.10 Residue Management Program: The ADFA has 
continued to take the lead role in the residue 
management program for dried vine fruits, with the 
South Australian Dried Fruits Board continuing to 
sample dried tree fruits. 
The results from both of these programs remain 
extremely positive, with the industry being 
confident that chemicals are being applied in a 
responsible manner with no contaminated product 
being offered for sale. 
An essential part of the residue management 
program is the supply of appropriate advice to 
growers. The ADFA Spray and Irrigation Diary 
continues to be a valued tool in this regard. 
Part of the advice to growers includes revised 
withholding periods for certain chemicals following 
research sponsored by the Dried Fruits Research 
and Development Council (DFRDC). 
The dried vine fruit residue management program 
is about to enter a new era with the successful 
trialling during the 1997 harvest period of the newly 
developed anti-body test kits. These tests have 
been developed by the CSIRO under a DFRDC 
research project and allow the low cost screening 
for a range of chemicals to be undertaken at a 
residue screening facility at the Mildura premises 
of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board. 
These newly developed procedures will allow the 
industry to cost effectively continue and expand its 
screening for chemical residues so as to continue 
to ensure that buyers can be confident that 
Australian dried fruits are free of residues. 

5. PROCESSING 
5.1 Dried Vine Fruit Classing: The season 1997 

dried vine fruit harvest again saw the classing of 
fruit upon receival by processors being undertaken 
by processor staff subject to an audit by officers of 
the Victorian and NSW State Dried Fruits Boards. 
The ADFA's Receivals and Processing Committee 
continued to provide a forum for fine-tuning of 
proposals and the development of agreed standard 
operating procedures. 
Further information on the activities of this 
committee is contained in Appendix 7. 

5.2 AQIS Inspection Charges: The cost of the 
inspection service provided by AQIS continues to 
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increase providing further inducement for 
processors to modify their ISO certification to meet 
AQIS requirements for Australian Quality 
Assurance (AQA) certification. 

APRICOTS 
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5.3 AQIS QA: AQIS has agreed in principle to 

processors accepting greater responsibility for 
assessing the quality of the fruit packed out by 
them. 
Operating procedures will need to meet the 
requirements of Hazard Analysis Critical Control 
Points (HACCP) which concentrates on producing 
food safe for human consumption. If the industry 
wishes to continue to have certification to grade 
standards, AQIS has agreed to accept random 
inspections by an independent industry assessor. 
Such an assessor would not need to have the 
same level of expertise as an AQA auditor, with 
the job description for this position already drafted 
by the ADFA and agreed by AQIS. 
It has also been agreed with AQIS the 
qualifications that would be required for 
accreditation of a dried fruits AQA auditor. 
Discussions are continuing with AQIS to see a new 
AQA based certification for dried fruits replacing 
the present product monitoring system as soon as 
possible. 

6. RESEARCH 
6.1 Dried Fruits Research and Development 

Council: The ADFA has continued to support the 
Dried Fruits Research and Development Council 
(DFRDC) as the vehicle to direct the major 
research and development initiatives of the 
industry. 
The report by ACIL into industry operations as part 
of the industry strategic review recommended that 
"the Dried Fruits R&D Council should continue in 
its present form." 
The Board of Management strongly endorses this 
view, but is aware that the projected smaller dried 
fruit crops will have an impact on the operations of 
the Council. 
The DFRDC is funded by a levy on all dried fruits 
with Government matching expenditure on a dollar 
for dollar basis. In 1996/97 estimated expenditure 
$1 ,100,000 is to be spent on dried vine fruits 
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research , $160,000 on dried tree fruits, and 
$150,000 on prunes. 
The present research levy is $9 per tonne for dried 
vine fruits, $27 per tonne for dried tree fruits, and 
$13 per tonne for prunes. 
It is understood that the DFRDC will be seeking an 
increase in the research levy to apply to the 1998 
season, and will provide further details in this 
regard in its report to Federal Council. 

6.2 Co-operative Research Centre for Viticulture: 
The ADFA continues to take an active interest in 
the operation of the Co-operative Research Centre 
for Viticulture (CRCV), and is represented on both 
its Board of Management and its Management 
Committee by Mr Tony Martin. 
Both the DFRDC, and the Grape and Wine 
Research and Development Corporation have 
agreed on taking up membership of the CRCV. 
Research priorities for the future are being 
reviewed as part of the process of seeking a 
second round of funding for the operation of the 
CRCV. The CRCV is into the fifth year of its initial 
seven year funding, and the Viticulture 2000 Group 
has been formed to prepare a proposal to 
Government for continuing funding. 
The dried fruits industry is represented on 
Viticulture 2000 by Mr Ross Skinner and Mr Ivan 
Shaw both of the DFRDC, with Mr Shaw's deputy 
being Mr Peter Jones of the Board of 
Management. 

7. INDUSTRY ECONOMY 
7.1 Industry Refonn: The Board of Management 

recommends major reform to industry 
arrangements and structures, including: 
• Termination of equalisation of returns to allow 

the development of alternative commercial 
arrangements between producers and 
processors. 

• Abolition of the Australian Dried Fruits Board. 
• Abolition of the Dried Fruit Boards of Victoria , SA 

and WA, and the removal of dried vine fruits and 
dried tree fruits from the ambit of the NSW Dried 
Fruits Board. 

• Adoption by the ADFA of a new focus, structure, 
and rules. 

These proposals are the result of a comprehensive 
strategic review of industry operations. 
The Board has a strong view that the future 
interests of dried fruit growers and the industry 
generally will be best served by the removal of 
equalisation and the creation of a competitive 
environment in which processors could contract 
with growers for the fruit characteristics and 
volumes required by the market place. 
It is recognised that these are fundamental reforms 
that go to the very heart of the traditional rationale 
for the existence and operation of the ADFA. 
Further details on the recommendations of the 
Board of Management are contained in 
Appendix 9. 
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7.2 The Review Process: The Board employed the 
economics policy and strategy consultancy firm of 
ACIL to undertake a strategic review of the dried 
fruits industry. The Victorian Dried Fruits Board 
assisted in funding the review. 
The Board of Management believed that a 
comprehensive independent review was necessary 
given the changing circumstances in the industry, 
including large scale removals of dried vine and 
dried tree fruit plantings; the resolution from 
Federal Council 1996 calling for reform of the 
State Boards; the resolution from Sunraysia District 
Council ADFA calling for a complete review of 
industry operations; and the desirability of 
determining industry priorities and policy prior to 
scheduled reviews by Government into the ADFB 
by the Productivity Commission and into the State 
Boards against competition policy requirements. 
The first stage of the review process consisted of 
an intensive round of consultations by two ACIL 
representatives with growers, processors, 
marketers, and representatives of the ADFB, State 
Boards and DFRDC. 

Merbein grower Richard Wells at the public meeting 
of June 25. 

From this process ACIL prepared its report and 
recommendations which were formally presented 
in Mildura on January 8 to a meeting of 
representatives of the interest groups noted above. 
A further industry forum was held on April 2 and 3, 
1997 to discuss the detail of the ACIL report and 
the ramifications of the proposed deregulation. 
Following that meeting, the Board of Management 
met and determined its recommendations which 
are to be presented to Federal Council. 
So as to ensure that all industry participants are 
fully aware of the nature and impact of the Board's 
recommendations, Federal Council was deferred 
and a special industry forum convened for late 
June. Given the level of consultation, Federal 
Council should be in a position to consider and 
make decisions on the recommendations put 
before it. 

7.3 National Competition Policy: The review of the 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board against National 
Competition Policy requirements is scheduled to 
commence in July 1997. There are conflicting 
reports as to when the competition policy reviews 
will be undertaken for the other State Boards, 
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except that they will all be completed by the end of 
1998. 

7.4 State Dried Fruits Boards: The Chairman of the 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board, Mr Michael Kinsella is 
soon to retire from the Victorian Department of 
Agriculture, and under existing legislation would no 
longer be eligible to remain Chairman of the 
Victorian Board. The ADFA has successfully 
sought amendment to the legislation to allow 
Mr Kinsella to remain as Chairman as it was 
believed inappropriate to change Chairman in the 
midst of the present period of review and reform. 
The ADFA has also sought a further term of 
membership for Mr Graham Robertson, whose 
present term expires on June 30, 1997. 
After some delay, the SA Government has 
appointed the membership of the Dried Fruits 
Board of South Australia. This is the second 
membership panel since the restructure of the 
Board. The members of the SA Board are Mrs 
Rosey Adams, Mr Robert Mr Blenkiron, Mr Philip 
Sims, Mr Harley Swanbury, with the new Chairman 
being the former Liberal member for the Riverland 
seat of Chaffey, Mr Peter Arnold. 
The Dried Fruits Board of South Australia has 
released the report of a consultant on a strategic 
plan for its Board. 
This strategic review appeared to add little to the 
total knowledge and understanding of the dried 
fruits industry; does not canvas the full range of 
available options; and while canvassing a number 
of options does not provide a plan for future State 
Board or industry operations. It is also notable that 
six new programs suggested in the review have a 
total cost over three years of $578,000, 
representing over $100 per tonne per annum on 
SA dried tree fruit production. 
The Board has challenged the NSW Dried Fruits 
Board on its increase in the levy on· dried vine fruit 
growers to $9 per tonne. The ADFA believes that 
it was inappropriate for the NSW Board to increase 
its levy by such a significant amount during a 
period of fundamental reform without any 
consultation with industry. 

7.5 Australian Dried Fruits Board: As noted above 
the ADFB is scheduled for review in 1998. The 
Board of Management believes it may be difficult 
to convince Government of the need to retain 
statutory control of export marketing of a much 
reduced tonnage, possibly only 15,000 tonnes per 
annum. 
The term of appointment of the present members 
of the ADFB expires on June 30, 1997. The ADFA 
has recommended that the present members of 
the ADFB be appointed for a further term. This 
recommendation is based upon the fact that there 
have been recent changes to ADFB membership 
with three of five ordinary members having served 
for three years or less. It was also seen as 
inappropriate to recommend membership changes 
in the present climate of review and reform. 

Australian Dried Fruits Association News - August 1997 



Angas Park representative Robert Blenkiron makes a 
point at the public meeting on June 25 called to 
discuss the ADFA Board of Management's proposals 
for the restructures of the dried fruits industry. 
7.6 Rural Adjustment Scheme: The ADFA made a 

submission to the Federal Government's mid-term 
review of the Rural Adjustment Scheme, with its 
input including: 
• The low awareness in the rural community of the 

aims of the scheme and the facilities available. 
• The confusion between the exceptional 

circumstance provisions and the facilities 
available to assist in improving a farm's viability. 

• The difficulty of demonstrating eligibility by 
showing long term viability whilst also 
demonstrating the need for assistance. 

• The benefits of moving to clearly understood 
assistance measures. 

• The desirability of increasing the value of the exit 
allowance so as to encourage early exit of 
unviable operators. 

The final report by the Productivity Commission 
has found: "A broad examination of the scheme 
reveals little evidence its overall contribution to 
economic efficiency is positive. Indeed, much of 
the information examined by the Commission 
suggests any contribution is likely to be negative." 
The Federal Government is yet to announce its 
intentions in regard to the future of the Rural 
Adjustment Scheme but has indicated that it 
intends to take a new approach, drawing upon the 
recommendations of various reviews including: 
• Rural Adjustment Scheme Mid-term Review. 
• Special Rural Task Force report on the impact of 

the Social Security assets test on rural 
customers. 

• Drought Policy Review Task Force Report. 
• National Rural Finance Summit Activating 

Committee Report. 
• Rural Communities Access Program Review. 

7. 7 National Rural Finance Summit: The Chairman 
of the ADFA Board of Management, Peter 
Macintosh, represented the dried fruits industry at 
the National Rural Finance Summit held in July, 
1996. This summit included hundreds of 
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representatives from farmers, Government, rural 
counsellors, financiers, and others with an interest 
in the rural sector. 
Observations from the summit included: 
• information that the farm sector had an 

aggregate debt of $18 billion and was now a net 
borrower when it had previously been a net 
lender. 

• a general recognition that there was a need for a 
more business-like approach to farm businesses. 

• a need for Government to set a fa ir operating 
environment (particularly in regard to 
Government charges and preventing 
inefficiencies). 

• a need for fair interest rates. 
• a need to prevent the continuing escalation of 

the cost of farm inputs. 
7.8 SunRISE 21: The ADFA has remained active in 

the operations of SunRISE 21 through 
contributions by both the Board Chairman and 
ADFA staff. 
The major activities of SunRISE 21 which are of 
relevance to the dried fruits industry include: 
• the development of 'Kickstart Sunraysia', a 

package of Government assisted measures to 
stimulate redevelopment and restructure of 
horticultural enterprises. 

SunRISE 21 Chairman, Henry Tankard. 
• the development of the Sunraysia Land 

Information System (SunLIS), comprising 
computerised mapping with integrated 
databases. 

• construction of the Psyche Bend Lagoon 
diversion to reduce salt inputs into the River 
Murray. 

• assessment of Sunraysia's land capability to 
support expanded irrigated horticulture. 

• an audit of existing sewage and stormwater 
infrastructure. 
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8. 
8.1 

8.2 

8.3 

8.4 

8.5 

8.6 

• the preparation of integrated development plans 
for Merbein and Robinvale. 

• the preparation of a Regional Land Use Strategy 
so that issues critical to the sustainability of 
irrigated agriculture are integrated into local 
Government land use planning schemes for the 
region. 

ADMINISTRATION 
Board of Management: The ADFA Board of 
Management has met on 10 occasions since 
Federal Council 1996, and individual members and 
staff have been involved in a range of activities 
including representations to Government and 
Members of Parliament; attendance at ADFA 
Branch, District and State Council meetings; 
committees and public meetings in regard to 
irrigation, salinity, classing and receival 
procedures, hail insurance, dried fruits research, 
etc. 
Closure of Food Advisory Services: The 
ADFA's Food Advisory Services section was 
closed effective from July 3, 1996. 
The lease of the Melbourne premises occupied by 
Food Advisory Services expired on September 30, 
1996 and the ADFA is no longer involved in 
leasing any premises. 
Sunraysia District Council: The Executive 
Committee of Sunraysia District Council ADFA has 
recommended the winding up of Sunraysia District 
Council (SOC). 
This recommendation is in recognition of the lower 
dried fruit production anticipated in Sunraysia and 
the need to pursue cost efficiencies at all levels. 
If Sunraysia District Council is wound up, the 
Sunraysia branches of the ADFA will remain but 
will have a direct relationship with the Board of 
Management; the Board of Management and Head 
Office staff will attend to Sunraysia based issues 
previously dealt with by SOC; and the Board of 
Management will convene local industry forums so 
there is no loss of a direct flow of information to 
and input from, growers. ' 
National Farmers' Federation: The ADFA has 
remained a full commodity member of the National 
Farmers' Federation in recognition that there is a 
number of initiatives of common interest to all 
farmers which are best pursued on a coordinated 
basis. 
However given the very tight financial position 
forecast for the ADFA in future years, the Board of 
Management has given the required one year's 
notice of its intention to withdraw from the NFF. 
ADFA Shop: The ADFA Shop continues to 
provide an effective public relations and promotion 
o~tlet, showcasi.ng dried fruits as part of a healthy 
d1et. More deta1ls on the activities of the ADFA 
Shop are provided in Appendix 5. 
Liaison and Media: The ADFA has continued in 
its efforts to keep growers, other industry 
members, and the general public aware of major 
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happenings within the industry, and the issues 
facing it. The major vehicles in this regard remain 
the local media and the ADFA's publication, 'The 
Australian Dried Fruits Association News'. The 
Board records its appreciation to the many 
members of the media who have assisted the 
ADFA over the past year. 
An international table and raisin grape symposium 
is to be held in South Africa in November 1997. 
The Board of Management has made 
arrangements for the ADFA and the Australian 
dried fruits industry to be represented at this 
symposium by the Board's Chairman, Mr Peter 
Macintosh. 

8.7 Government: Close liaison has been maintained 
with Government members; Members of 
Parliament; the Officers of various Government 
departments including the Department of Primary 
Industries and Energy, and the State Departments 
of Agriculture or Primary Industry; the CSIRO; the 
Australian Dried Fruits Board; and the various 
State Boards and the Consultative Committee. 
The Board records its sincere appreciation to all 
those who have assisted the Industry throughout 
the past year. 

8.8 Auditor: John Keogh and Co. acted as the auditor 
to the ADFA and its affiliates for the 1996/97 
financial year and will continue for 1997/98. 

8.9 Staff: The Board commends the highly 
professional and dedicated efforts of the ADFA 
staff. The Board believes that the industry is 
extremely well served by the highly competent 
staff at both Head Office and the ADFA Shop. 

APPENDICES 

The following reports were attached and formed part of 
the Board's Report: 

Appendix 1 Branch Tonnage and Grower Representation 
Appendix 2 ADFA Committee on Industrial Relations 
Appendix 3 Production Problems Committee 
Appendix 4 Water and Environment Group 
Appendix 5 ADFA Shop 
Appendix 6 Production and Marketing Statistics 
Appendix 7 Receivals and Processing Committee 
Appendix 8 ADFA Promotion Committee 
Appendix 9 Industry Reform 

For and on behalf of the Board of Management 

P.J. Macintosh 
CHAIRMAN 

July, 1997. 
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WEED SEED FREE PROPERTY ASSURANCE PROGRAM 

In October 1991 the ADFA first sought expressions of interest from growers 
interested in joining the ADFA's dried vine fruit Weed Seed Free Property 
Assurance Program. 

The program was established because of the industry's inability to supply dried vine 
fruit which was guaranteed to be free of spiked weed seeds. This hindered sales of 
fruit to some manufacturers and encouraged the use of imported fruit. 

The response to the program was encouraging. There are now 35 growers 
registered with the scheme as having spiked weed seed free properties. These 
growers receive the $40 per tonne premium paid on deliveries of dried vine fruit 
from certified properties. 

The dried vine fruit from the properties of these growers has made a significant 
contribution to the resurgence of the Australian dried fru its industry as the preferred 
supplier of dried vine fruit to a number of Australia's leading food manufacturers. 

Because of the demand for the weed seed free fruit the ADFA is now seeking more 
growers to join the program. The premium is payable on the following varieties: 
Sultana, Merbein Seedless, Zante, Carina, Gordo, & Waltham Cross. 

Growers interested in learning more about the test procedures and the cost of 
inspection are invited to contact Anthony Couroupis at ADFA Head Office on (03) 
5023 5174, or complete the form below and return it to the ADFA. 

~--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

ADFA WEED SEED FREE PROPERTY ASSURANCE PROGRAM 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

Name .... .. .... ... ... ... ... ....... .... ... .. .. .. .. .... .... .. ..... .... ... ... ... ... .. .. ... .. ... ... .... .... ..... ... ........ ..... ... .. ... ...... . 

Postal Address .... ...... .......................... ..... ... ........ .... ... .. ...... .. .......... ....... ..... .. ... ..... ............ ...... . 

Block Size ............. ..... ... .. ... ........ ... ... .. ........ ... Acres/Hectares 

Block's Average Total Tonnage ... ... ... ... .. .. ... .......... Tonnes 

Please return this form to: 

ADF A Head Office 
P.O. Box 5042 Mildura. Vic. 3502 
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THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASES WERE ISSUED BY 
1997 ADFA FEDERAL COUNCIL 

DRIED FRUIT INDUSTRY REFORM 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association will cease to 
be involved in the voluntary equalization of dried 
fruit returns once season 1997 adjustments are 
completed. 

But the proposals to empower the ADFA Board 
of management to seek the winding up of the 
Australian Dried Fruits board and the State boards 
of Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia 
have been covered by a new motion. 

The Board of Management had also proposed 
to have the removal of dried vine fruits and dried 
tree fruits from the ambit of the New South Wales 
Dried Fruits Board. 

It also sought to pursue with the Australian 
Horticultural Corporation the formation of a Dried 
Fruit Industry Forum. 

The Board of Management's proposals were 
put before the industry's parliament - Federal 
Council - at Mildura yesterday. ~ 

Former ADFA Board Chairman, Henry Tankard, 
who is a member of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Board put forward an amendment that supported 
the Board's motions on statutory reform. 

Mr Tankard became a substitute Mildura branch 
delegate to Federal Council when Edward Lloyd 
was elected from the floor to be Federal Council's 
President yesterday. 

Rather than go direct into the winding up of the 
various boards and the formation of an industry 
forum, Mr Tankard sought an option. 

His amendment, eventually unanimously carried 
as a motion, was in two parts. 

The first part called on the Board of 
Management to simultaneously assess whether a 
modified Australian Dried Fruits Board or an 
Industry Forum under the umbrella of the Australian 
Horticultural Corporation offers the best option to 
deliver the statutory requirements of the Australian 
dried fruits industry. 

The second part was that after consultation with 
major stakeholders in the industry, the Board of 
management proceed to implement the preferred 
option. 

Delegates made it clear that the Board of 
Management should act promptly on Federal 
Council's decision. 

Federal Council had little alternative to quitting 
the equalization scheme. Since an exemption 
under the Trades Practices Act expired about three 
years ago, the scheme in its present form is not 
sustainable. 

The Board of Management had stressed that 
equalization was not sustainable due to internal 
pressures and external scrutiny. 

It was recognised by delegates that the loss of 
equalization was the end of an era in the industry. 
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Long-time grower lan Cook, a Red Cliffs 
delegate, said the ADFA had been like the Three 
Musketeers "All for one and one for all". That did 
not apply any more. 

Mr Cook said he had to accept that he had no 
debate against the motion to quit equalization. He 
was the only one to vote against the motion when it 
was put. 

Mr Tankard, commenting on his amendment to 
the Board of Management's move on the other 
reforms, said his amendment did not limit the 
Board's endeavours to pursue the best 
mechanisms to advance the industry. 

He said the amendment retained existing 
powers and legislative strengths while negotiations 
and further consultation within the industry 
proceeded. 

"It is imperative that the industry enters 
negotiations with a single voice," Mr Tankard said. 

He commended the Board's endeavours to win 
industry consensus, but differing views on 
momentous changes indicated a potential for 
industry division, he said. 

His proposal allowed the Board to assess the 
relative merits of a modified Australian Dried Fruits 
Board, or an Industry Forum to deliver the statutory 
requirements of the industry. 

Mr Tankard said the ADFB had a high degree of 
autonomy previously negotiated with Government. 

IMPORTED SULTANAS POSE HEALTH RISK 

Poor quality Iranian sultanas being imported 
into Australia posed a high risk of a health scare, 
according to a top dried fruits processor. 

General Manager of Sunbeam Foods, Neil 
White, told delegates to the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association Federal Council meeting - Mildura that 
a third of imported sultanas now came from Iran. 

Mr White said Turkish fruit being imported was 
improving in quality all the time and the Turkish 
price was competitive. 

But Iranian fruit was of poor quality, and was 
cheap. 

"There will be some health scare in future as a 
result of this Iranian fruit," Mr White said. 
He said that when this happens the Australian 
industry will suffer. 

Mr White said that the scare over peanut butter 
last year did not only affect Kraft, but all producers 
of peanut butter. 

If it happened with sultanas no-one would be 
interested in what brand the sultanas were. 
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Mr White said Australia had let down export 
customers because of a lack of continuity of 
supplies. 

There are not enough sultanas to meet 
demand, no currants and few raisins for export. 

Sunbeam would have to import currants and 
sultanas to meet its own commitments. 

This created a risk for a provider of an 
Australian product. 

Forecasts of 35,000 tonnes of sultanas in future 
could be all right, provided that was a consistent 
tonnage level, Mr White said. 

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY ISSUES 
STILL AN ONGOING CONCERN 

A committee of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association has hit out at farmers who do not 
appreciate the risk of accidents on their farms. 

In a report to the industry's Federal Council 
meeting in Mildura, the ADFA's Production 
Problems Committee said there continued to be a 
lack of appreciation by the wider grower base on 
how important health and safety issues were to 
their families, their workers and themselves. 

It said the death of a two-year-old child in the 
Riverland as a result of a tractor accident 
highlighted the potential harm that could come from 
farm accidents and the abhorrent waste of human 
life. 

The report said it was vital that agricultural 
industries approach health and safety issues in a 
proactive manner. 

"This will ensure that growers have the tools 
available to deal with these issues positively, and in 
a way which does not necessitate the 
implementation of unnecessary and inflexible 
regulations or legislation by Government," the 
report said. 

The Committee said it was heartening to see 
the Victorian Workcover Authority had offered $1 
million for the fitting of roll-over protection 
structures to tractors. 

ADFA TO IMPLEMENT FROST INSURANCE 
SCHEME 

Working up of a nearby commercial vegetable 
garden could have contributed to severe frost 
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damage to two nearby vineyards on the outskirts of 
the Merbein irrigation district. 

This was the view of the Board of Management 
of the Australian Dried Fruits Association which 
ordered an investigation into the cause of serious 
-frost damage at the vineyards. 

It happened in the third week of last September 
where severe frosts in Sunraysia and the Riverland 
caused significant losses to grape crops. 

A report from the ADFA Board said the areas 
most affected were predominantly the low-lying 
areas usually affected by frost. 

But one incident was investigated by the ADFA 
where two vineyards on the edge of the Merbein 
irrigation district were severely frost damaged. It 
was alleged this frost had been caused by the 
working up of a nearby commercial vegetable 
patch. 

An independent consultant was called in to 
assess the extent and cause of the losses. 

The consultant's report said that given the 
distance between the properties it was "difficult and 
probably impossible to prove that the neighbouring 
vegetable growers were solely responsible for the 
frost damage." 

The Board's report to the ADFA Federal Council 
meeting in Mildura said that while being unable to 
pursue this particular case, it remained concerned 
at the general threat of incompatible land 
management practices impacting on grape 
growers, particularly with the diversification of crops 
within the established irrigation areas. 

In a separate report tabled at the Council, the 
ADFA's Production Problems Committee said there 
was very little that could be done to save a crop 
from an extreme frost. 

"However," the report said, "the Committee 
believes that growers should be encouraged 
wherever possible to undertake the best frost 
control measures that are possible to ensure that 
the impact of less severe frosts on both their 
property and the properties of their neighbours is 
minimised." 

ADFA General Manager, lan Thorn, said the 
Association was adding frost insurance to the hail 
insurance scheme for those requiring it. 

He said the premium for frost cover would not 
be as generous as that for hail, but it would still be 
attractive to some growers. 

Details of the frost insurance scheme were 
being printed and should be available within a few 
days. 
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OTHER BRANDS·: MAY GET YOU IN. 
BUT THIS ONE ~n• WILL SEE YOU OUT. 

YNAMIC 
lfTER' 

STANDARD PRODUCT PELLETS 
CONCENTRA1EO ORGANIC FEHTILIZER 

40 kgNET 
~--~~~-
~ -::-?::::;: ....... 

" " ... ..... .... u 
"••,..tllf'tl:l l.i.r.( ottnnn•_n 11\r 

It comes down to endurance. 
'bu gel what you pay for. And when 
you decide on Worotoh, you gel full 
measure. 

Our galvanising a nd wire d raw ing 
technology has been awarded the 
coveted AS3902 certolicote. That's your 
assurance of quality. 

Add the BHP nome and A ustralia
wide bock-up ond supply. 

Plus o commitment to research and 
development that focuses on local 
condi tions 

Foro hundred years, we've stood 
by you and delivered the best there IS. 

And we stand by you now, with 
fencing mode to lost 

And lost. 
Who knows, 11 m•ght see you out 
Why take a nsk on anylhtng else? 

CONCENTRATED 
ORGANIC 

FERTILISERS 
FOR AGRICULTURE, 

HORTICULTURE 
AND HOME GARDEN 

• Wide Range Of Plant Foods 
• Nutrients In Organic Form 
• Slow Release Of Nitrogen 
• Key Trace Elements 
• Does Not Burn Plants 
• Other Nutrients Can Be 

Added 
• Improves The Soil By 

Increasing Water Retention 
And Aeration 

• No Weed Seeds 
• No Fillers 
• Promotes Microbial Activity 

And Earth Worms 

YATES DYNAMIC LIFTER. The natural way to better growth. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 
& VINELEAF STORES 

Incorporating: Sarnia Packing, Aurora Packing, Coom ealla Packers 
- DRIED FRUIT & CITRUS PACKERS -

Personal Service For All Your Agricultural and Household N eeds 
General Insurance Agents 

IRYMPLE 
Phone (03) 5024 5704 

Facsimile (03) 5024 6550 

SARNIA PACKING 
Phone (03) 5023 0017 

Fax (03) 5021 2649 

MERBEIN ROBINVALE 
Phone (03) 5025 2304 Phone (03) 5026 3804 

Store (03 ) 5025 2427 Fax (03) 5025 3594 Facsimile (03) 5026 4125 

AURORA PACKING COOMEALLA PACKERS 
Red Cliffs: 

Phone(03)5024 2102 

Fax (03) 5024 2004 

JAI\·II?.~I'IUN I ,, .. , 

Merbein : 
(03) 5025 2402 

(03) 5025 2874 

Phone (03) 5027 4606 

Fax (03) 5027 4254 


