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CONSIDERABLE AREA AFFECTED 

Interim Report Discusses the System 
By A. L. TISDALE, M.Ag.Sc., 'Research Station, Merbein. 

The presence of unduly high water tables, with their attendant injury to horti
cultural plants from both waterlogging and accumulation of soluble salts, has 
been a major problem in the Murray Valley for many years. Considerable 
areas are affected, and in some cases the land has gone completely out of pro
duction. It appears that with most soil types the ultimate solution is sub
surface drainage. 

In practice, drainage systems can be viewed 
from two aspects. Firstly, there is the removal 
of free water from individual holdings, which 
is known as .. internal" drainage. Secondly, 
provision must be· made to lead this dramage 
water away from the planted .area, and this is 
called "external" drainage. 

In order to present a clear view of the 
drainage problem, external drainage ·w11l be 
discussed first. 

EXTERNAL DRAINAGE 
Although the two aspects are usually dis

tjinct, there are cases in the Murray Valley 
where the provision of an ·external main dram 
has obviated the construction of intexnal 
drains over a considerable area. Such cases oc
cur where the soil is overlying porous strata.. 
Some examples whete such effects have been 
determined may be quoted. 

The Waikerie- system of shaft-and-bore 
drainage has already been described. In the 
last few years _the number of bores has in
creased greatly in that area. 

Direct movement of subsoil water to deep 
sealed pipe mains, which have timbered in
spection pits at fre·quent intervals where the 
water can ent'er the main, has been traced m 
some cases. One section of the Barmera mam 
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drain is 15 _to 20 feet d~ep, and has so far 
provided effective drainage for distances of up 
to 10 chains in }he irrigated lands on either 
side o.f it. A similar effect was found on 
parts of the main lrymple Valley drain; in 
both localitie·s the effect was established by 
observations of water table fluctuations in 
te))t well lines at right angles to the drain. 

There are three main types of external 
drainage, namely, vertical shafts, gravitational 
mains, and pumping sche·mes: -

(i) Vertical Shafts.-Besides the Wal
kerie system mentioned above, vertical 
shafts have been used in several districts to 
allow the water to reach deep pervious 
strata. In the Mildura areas such shafts, 
varying in depth from 20 to 80 feet, were 
used extensively for many years. It was 
pointed out by Lyon as early as 1924 that 
the,se shafts could only be regarded as a 
temporary expedient, and in many cases 
they are now ineffective. 

(ii) In many districts th~y have been 
superseded by t_he provision of community 
drainage schemes, which take the form ot 
district ~ains to lead the drainage effluent 
gravitationally either back into the river, or 
out into depressions away from settlement. 
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These mains are laid at sufficient depth to 
give adequate outfall for the internal drain
age of the soil types within the drainage 
area. They may be sealed pipes as in Mil
dura and Coomealla districts, or open cut 
drains as in Woorinen. Open cut mains have 
also been used in heavier soils for surface 
drainage, where the agricultural value of 
the land does not warrant subsoil drainage, 
as in the Kerang pastoral area. 

(iii) The third type of external drainage 
is a pumping system, which becomes nece~
sary when sufficient outfall cannot be found 
for a gravitational system. The reclaimed 
swamps of the Lower Murray, and part of 
the Cadel irrigation area are drained in tlus 
way, and it is probable that this system will 
have to be extended to other low-lying 
settlements. 
However, the gravitational community sys

tem is the one which must be used in most 
ar.eas. Some idea of the magnitude of the un
dertaking is given by the fact that in the last 
five years approximately £600,000 has been 
spent in the Mildura districts alone to provide 
outfall mains for drainage of an area of 
3 0, 0 0 0 acres. The .actual sub-soil drainage, 
or "internal" system must then he carried out 
on individual properties, and linked to the out
fall main. 

INTERNAL DRAINAGE 
The principal factors involved in tile drain

age can be arranged under three headings 
namely, hydraulics, soil profile considerations, 
and economics. 

I. Hydraulics-
(i) It can usually be assumed that the 

depth of outfall which the community 
main allows is adequate for the soil type 
concerne·d, but should this depth be insuf
ficient, then the system must be c'Orres
pondingly modified. 

(ii) Tne minimum fall in internal drains 
is usually taken at about 2f-in. per chain, 
or 0.3 per cent. Where the grade must of 
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necessity be less, the drains will clear more 
slowly, and inspection pits will be needed. 
Such is often the case with sub-mains. A 
drain with adequatE: fall has less tendency 
to choke, either by silting or root growth, 
as roots will not grow readily il},; a dry drain 
clear of silt. It such cases inS'pection pits 
are not so essential, .and grid systems 
laid without inspection pits or breath
ers have been working satisfactorily 
for upwards of ten years. Suitable attention 
to detail is of course necessary. On flat land, 
it is usually necessary to lay part of a sys
tem deeper, and part shallower, than the op
timum depth, to obtain the minimum grade. 
Also, to prevent silting, if the grade can

, not be kept constant, increase in grade only 
in the direction of flow are advisable. 

(iii) The size of the pipe should prefer
ably be adequate to take the maximum flow, 
which usually occurs within 24 hours of the 
stan: of irrigation. For laterals 3 -in. pipes 
are generally used, and for mains 4-in. A 
4-in. main may take up to 100 or 150 
chain5: of 3-in. laterals, these laterals enter
ing at intervals along the main. For larger 
systems, where the effluent from say 30 
acres is led into a main 20 chains long, 1t 
would be advisable to lay one 6-in. or two 
4-in. lines side by side for the last third of 
the distance. The above figures are only 
meant to give an idea ~f the sizes being 
used, as they will vary with grade, and with 
the quantity of water applied. 
2. Soil Profile Copsiderations-

While it will drain satisfactorily- at 4-ft. 6-m., 
there is evidence to indicate that better drain
age Would be obtained by pumping from 20-
ft. shafts at intervals. 

With regard to those types where depths are 
given as 4-ft. or less, the information is not 
yet complete. For these heavier types, how
ever, it is known that drains must be close 
together, and that reclamation, fs slow. Whe
ther they are worth draining must be consid
ered from an economic point of view. 

Excluding the light sands with no clay with
in 6 feet, the drainage layer in the lighter 
soils is generally well defined. The lime con
tent decreases with depth below the rubble 
layer, and the clay content increases. The 
drainage layer is heavier and often a different 
color due to a lower lime content, than the 
soil above it. Wbere the profile is continu
ously heavy, 4-ft. can generally be taken as 
the limit of depth. These heavier soils often 
have gypsum bands in ~he profile, and while 1t 

would be expected that drains laid below the 
gypsum would be more efficient, it was found 
on a Coomealla loam that ari increase in depth 
to 5 -ft. for that purpose was not warranted. 
The advisability of draining below the gypsum 
horizon will depend on the amount' of gypsum 
present and the depth at which it is found. 

DISTANCE BETWEEN LATERALS 
It was thought advisable to consider spac

ing in relation to depth rather than soil type, 
and so a separate table has been prepared, a1>
suming that' optimum depth has been arrived 
at from profile considerations, for any par
ticular soil type The following table gives a 
general guide to the sp::icing between laterals, 
depending on ·the injury alrea~y sustained by 
the plants. It has been prepared from the 
drainage experiments already caried out, and 
it will be seen that drainage to prevent dam
age is much less costly than drainage for re
clamation. 

lateral at the change of soil type; or alter
nately, the land may be cross-drained, depend
ing on the extent and contour of the affected 
area. 

ECONOM1CS 
( 1) It has often been found inadvisable, 

particularly on light· soils, to drain only "bad 
patches" without provision for extension of 
the system, as the· area of high water table is 
usually not confined to the area showing dam
age. The aim of internal drainage is to pre
vent this damage spreading. 

( 2) Depth of drainage is generally limited 
to six feet from the point of view of cost. 
This is also the main reason' why drains should 
not be laid too deeply. 

( 3) The estimates for distance between 
laterals given above are based on reclamation 
in a reasonable time. A double spacing can 
be employed if finance is limited, and this can 
be intensified as circumstances permit or 
emergency demands. 

( 4) As has been mentioned previously, the 
drainage of some of the heavier types is main
ly an economic problem, as it must be decided 
whether the expense for shallow drains at close 
intervals is warranted by the possible produc
tion level of the soil type. 

In practically all cases, underground tile 
drainage has improved the land, no matter 
how heavy the soil, or how serious the damage. 
Such improvement may not always be an 
economic proposition on heavy soils, where the 
damag,e before drainage is serious, and the 
maximum productivity is low. 

CONCLUSIONS 
The main factors to be considered in inter. 

nal drainage are:-
( I) Surface contour, and depth of available 

oudall. 
( 2) Depth which is fixed mainly on profile 

considerations. 

(i) Drain Depth.-As has already been 
stated, the soil profile is a major considera
tion in tile drainage. Where possible, it 
has been found desirable to lay tiles on an 
impermeable or semi-impermeable layer; 
which may be termed the drainage layer. 
Where no such layer was found, within 6 
feet of the surface, the drains have been 
laid at that depth, mainly for economic 
reasons. It should be pointed out, how
ever, that drains have been laid at 7 feet in 
light, sandy soil with satisfactory results. 
Also, observations on a main at a depth of 
8 feet in Barmera sand showed an influence 
on both the water table and plants at a 
distance of at least 8 8 feet. 

Depth Warranted 
by Profile 

Spacing for Prevention 
of Damage. Plants 
Healthy 

Spacing for Reclamation 
Plants Damaged 

6-ft. or more 
5-ft. 6-in.-6-ft. 
5-ft. 

2 chains or more 
Up to 2 chains 
88ft. 

88-ft. 
Up to 88·ft. 
44-ft. 

Attempts have been made to fix optimum 
depths and distances between drains for the 
soil types on the drainage sites observed. The 
experiments are still in progress and the esti
mates, particularly for the heavier types, are 
approximate. 

The effort to drain as deep as the soil will 
permit is justified for two reasons: (a) the 
deeper the drains are laid the greater the dis
tance on either side from which the water 
move·s to the drain; (b) on light soils damage 
has repeatedly been q~.used by drains being too 
shallow, as a water-table under the shallow 
drain can cause the surface to become salty. 

A ta'ble has been prepared covering the soil 
types on which drainage sites have been estab
lished. The depths given are approximate, as 
they vary even within a soil type, but provide 
a working guide in conjunction with a so1l 
survey may, as to ?Ptimum drainage depths. 

4-ft.-5!t. 44-ft. 
Less than 4-ft. 44-ft. 

Vine rows are generally spaced about 11-ft. 
apart, and the distances have heen kept in 
multiples of this spacing as the laterals are 
usually laid between the rows. Where drams 
across the direction of the vine-trellis are used, 
the available spacings are obviously not limited 
to such multiples of 11-ft. Tree rows are 
usually 20 to 24-ft. apart, and may be con
sidered as two vine rows. 

A common problem in lay-out is found 
where an irrigation run embraces two soil 
types, making efficient irrigation of both soil 
types difficult. The lighter soils in the Murray 
Valley are generally on the higher contour, 
and hence irrigation from channels, which 
must also be oh the higher ground, is fre
quently. fr'9.m a lighter to a heavier soil type. 
This change of type is frequently accompan-

Soil Dep-th Dr'lainage Depth 
Winkie· sand, Murray sand, Berri sand, Tatchera sand, Tyntynder sand, 

Berri sandy loam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-ft. 
Barmera ,sa.nd (deep phase) Barmera sandy loam (deep phase) ...... 5-ft. 6-in.-6-ft. 
Moorook sandy loam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-ft.-5-ft. 6-in. 
Coomealla sandy loam, Bookmark sandy loam . . . . . . . . . . . . .·. . . . 4-ft. 6-in.-5-ft. 
Tatchera sandy loam, Vinifera loam . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4ft.--4~ft. 6-in. 
Coomealla loam, Woorinen loam~ Sandalong loam ................ 4-ft. 
Nookamka loam, Nookamka clay loam, Merbein loam, Irymple loam 

Irymple clay loam, Mildura loam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-ft. 6-in.-4-ft. 
Nyah clay loam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-ft. 6-in. 
(Note.-Soil survey reports, with maps showing the location of the soil types, are issued 

by the Division of Soils. There reports are available to ·settlers on completion of 
the soil survey for each district.) 

Bookmark sandy loam is one of the river 
flat group of soils which gets lighter with 
depth, and is underlain by sand extending 
from 3 or 4 feet down to 20 fee't. The natural 
drainage would therefore be good, but unfor
tunately the sand is usually waterlogged. 

ied by a distinct change of grade, the heavier 
soil having less slope, and here salt troubles are 
often manifest. Drains can then be laid 1n 
the direction. of the rows, spaced at say 44-
feet intervals on the heavier and 8 8 feet on 
the lighter soil by terminating every second 

4<!-.ft. or less 
22-!t. 

( 3) Spacing of laterals, which is largely 
dependent on soil profile and the extent of the 
damage. 

( 4) Economics. 
=== 

Fenugreek as a Green 
Manure 

Some inquiries have been made regarding 
the results from seeds planted at the Merbein 
Rese·arch Station this year. These were planted 
on May 5, with the view of finding whether 
the plant was of value for late planting in 
view of its reported winter growing ability. 
This is absent in the case of tick beans, and it 
was hoped that Fenugreek might be used by 
those who are last on the water rosters in the 
irrigable areas. In a progress report the research 
officials state that the growth is slow but the 
root penetration is deep. The nitrogen storage 
attributes cannot be determined at this stage, 
but arrangements have been made to send 
some of the plants to the Waite Institute at 
the approprite time for an examination by Dr. 
Prescott. 

Mr. Oscar Weste, of Renmark, has been 
trying out this plant and states that it grows 
with every shower of rain. He makes the in
teresting comment that there are now long 
immature pods hanging on the plants, and 
states that there is a possibility of the pods 
maturing early enough to be used as re-seeding 
agents for the next crop, but he is disappoinL
ed at the bulk of growth from plants planted 
earlier than May. 

·~== 
What big Sydney race is like a Melbourne 

cable tram?-The Metropolitan Handicap. 
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THE MANURING OF SULTANA VINES 
The Problem from a Scientific View 

By D. V. WALTERS, M.Ag.Sc. 
Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein. 

The problem of a manurial programme will shortly be recurring, and vine 
growers are considering their requirements for the coming season. Judging by 
sales of manures, nitrogen applications, and mixed fertilsers, chiefly blood and 
bone, are becoming more popular. Sulphate of alilmonia is · used by those 
who desire a rapidly available nitrogenous fertiliser for increased growth. 
Superphosphate is used .regularly for cover crops; while potash has a certain 
small following. Green manure (tick beans) is established. 

The short summary given above states the 
growers' opinion of the manurial problem. The 
object of this .article is to discuss the problem 
from the scientific point of view, and in the 
light of recent experiments. The general con
clusion from the point of view of yield in
creases may be summed up in the words of a 
Californian scientist-.. Nitrogen, yes; other 
fertilisers, no.'' 

MANURlAL TRIALS 
Manurial trials on sultana vines have been 

conducted by the Research Station, Merbein, 
during the last twenty years. Although the 
early trials suffered in respect' of their layout, 
the results had a similar trend in later findings. 
In 19 31 two new trials were commenced, at 
Renmark and Red Cliffs, respectively. Five 
treatments were used, involving sulphate of 
ammonia and superphosphate, singly and in 
combination, and in various amounts, together 
with the control-absence .of manure. The 
trials we·re continued until the frosts of Oc
tober, 1934. They showed that sulphate of 
ammonia gave an increase in yield, 4-cwts. 
per acre being better than two. Superphos
phate did not give a very great increase, and 
this increase over no manure fell off consider
ably as the trial progressed. The conclusions 
just stated are only approximate, as statistical 
analysis of the data showed a significant ef
fect only in the case of the highest applica
tion of sulphate of ammonia; and that only 
at the third harvest after commencing the 
trial. As each treatment was repeated only 
five times, it was found necessary to obtain a 
difference of about 20 per cent. between the 
averages of two treatments in order to prove 
that the· difference shown was not due entire
ly to a chance arrangement in ~he field. From 
other considerations, notably the fact' that it 
was not possible to measure the "interaction 
of factors," these trials were concluded when 
damaged by frost. 

BETTER RESULTS 
The next attempt at a manurial trial was 

more .ambitious and has met with better re
sults. The _three chief fertiliser elements
nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P) and potash 
(K) were used in the form of sulphate of am
monia, superphosphate and sulphate of potash, 
respectively. Each was applied at the rate of 
4-cwt. per acre. The eight possible combin
ations were used, including each manure sing
ly (N, P, K), three pairs (NP, NK, PK), one 

of the three manures (NPK} and no manure 
( 0). These treatments were repe·ated eight 
time·s, making 64 plots in all. 

This is in contrast to the 25 plots of the 
previous trials. Once again the trial was laid 
out at two centres-Merbein and Woorinen. 
The Merbein trial, on young vines planted in 
light soil at the Research Station, suffered 
from salt damage on portions, but enough has 
been obtained to show that once again nitrogen 
is the dominant manurial factor . .The Woori
nen trial has prOvided a wealth of data, much 
of which is 'becoming very valuable· in provid
ing a study of the "life-history" of the vine 
under different treatment's. 

N.P.K. TREATMENTS 
The eight manurial treatments mentioned 

possess the peculiar properties, in respect to 
experimental layout, that it is possible to com
pare the effects of nitrogen and no nitrogen, 
potash and no potash, super and no super, in 
each comparison as if the other fertilisers 
were not present. Using N, P, K, to denote 
the treatments, it is easily seen that the two 
groups of treatments (N, NP, NK, NPK) 
and (0, P, K, PK) differ only in the applica
tion of nitrogen (N) to all the plots of the 
first group. Similarly, K, PK, NK, NPK and 
0, P, N, NP differ only in respect to the pot
ash that is applied to all the plots of the first 
group. There is, of course, a similar grouping 
for phosphates (P). A consideration of these 
groupings gives a comparison of the 3 2 plots 
that have been treated with, say, N, with the 
3 2 plots that have been, treated without nitro
gen. It will readily be understood that a rc
,sult based on 3 2 comparisons will be more 
trustworthy than a result based on only 5 
comparisons, ~s in the earlier trials. 

The design of this experiment has the fur
ther advantage that a comparison is poss1b1e 
between plots treat'ed with any two manurial 
factors, and with plots so treated that these 
two factors do not occur in combination. 

Thus we have NP, NPK, K, 0, and N,P, 
NK, PK. In the first group, the two factors 
NP occur together or not at all. In the sec
ond group, the factors N and P occur singly, 
with or _without the third factor K. This 
particular method of grouping is termed the 
"interaction of factors," and a comparison o:f 
the yields from the two groups of plots tells 
whether sulphate of ammonia and superphos
phate in combination are better than either 

sulphate of ammonia or super applied on the1r 
own. In much the same way it is possible 
to determine whether a combination of aU 
three factors is profitable (that is, the com
plete manure) . 

PRUNING TREATMENTS 
Since the trials were commenced, and in the 

light of other trials on vines, it was consid
ered advisable to add three different pruning 
treatments to the manurial treatments. As 
each manured plot contained six vines, this 
w.as readily accomplished by pruning pairs of 
vines to five, six and seven canes, respectively. 
Further, each plot was split in the other dir
ection and green manure applied to one half, 
the other being untreated. So that now th~;.te 
are in all 48 different treatments each repeat
ed eight times. 

The outstanding result is of course the In

crease in yield due to nitrogen. This increas~ 
in yield is accompanied by .a slight decrease 
(half a crown grade) in quality when condi
tions are favorable for high quality, and a 
greater liability to mouldy fruit in unfavor
a'ble seasons. On the other hand, in a year 
like last year when the average grade was 
about two crown, no variatio:q.. in grade ap
peared. Despite the reduction in quality, or 
increase in mould damage, it is still profitable 
to use nitrogen. 

The pruning treatments have shown signi
ficant variations, in this case a reduction oi 
yield by using five canes .as compared with 
six or seven canes. There was no difference 
between the yields from six or seven canes. 
(Seven canes may appear low, but these vines 
are of medium vigor only.) 

GREEN MANURES 
Green manure has not as yet shown much 

effect. This is prObably due to the fact that 
a crop of green manure had been grown for
many years preceding the trial, and we are 
really waiting for the lack of green manure 
to show up. In the autumn just past 1t was 
noticeable that green manured vines were 
healthier in color than vines not green man
ured. 

Of the remaining treatments, superphos
phate alone shows no effect on yield, even in 
comparison with plots receiving no fertiliser. 
Potash has as yet had no effect on the yield or 
quality, but there is usually a better type of 
cane-judged solely on appearance--on pot'ash 
plots, and the weight of prunings is slightly 
higher from these plots. 

In view of the fact that, of the plant foods 
applied, potash shows to a greater proportion 
in the dried fruit, is is possible that continued 
application may ultimately be established as 
necessary. 

Analysis of the fruit shows that the apph
cation of nitrogen, as sulphate of ammonia or 
green manure, causes an increase in the nitro
gen content of the fruit, with a corresponding 
decrease' in sugar content. Where superphos
phate has been applied, additional phosphate is 
found in the fruit, and the same effect is noted 
when potash is applied. Thus there can be 
no doubt that these three fertilisers, when ap
plied to the soil (broadcast in early spring), 
find their way into the fruit, although, .as 111 
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THE MANURING OF SULTANA VINES 
(Continue·d from Page 3) 

the case of the latter two, no measurable e±:
fect on yield or quality has been noted. 

NITROGEN REQUIREMENTS 
A survey of the nitrogen requirements o£ 

the South Australian vine areas has been com
menced on a dozen sites. Sulphate of ammoma 
has been compared with no sulphate of am
monia. Over two years there has been a 
general increase in yield of fruit and size of 
berries, with a decrease in stage of maturity 
at picking (as shown by Baume and acid de
termination) due to the use of sulphate of 
ammonia. However, the increase in yield, 
in general, far outweighed the disa-bilities. 

A manurial trial in the Coomealla d1strict 
was commenced a year ago, to determine the 
relative effects of green manure, sulphate of 
ammonia, and two levels of pruning on the 
sultanas in this new settlement. Last y .. ar 
there were no significant variations in yields 
from the various manured plots. However, 
the fruit contained most nitrogen where botn 
sulphate of ammonia and green maure was ap
plied, least where neither was applied, while 
either manure applied singly gave an inter
mediate value. 

EXPERIMENTS AT RED CLIFFS 
Recently an elaborate experiment has been 

commenced in the Red Cliffs district designed 
to test the relative values of phosphates and. 
nitrogen in the organic and inorganic form. 
Blood meal and bone flour provide the orgaruc 
fertilisers, with the corresponding inorgaruc 
fertilisers sulphate of ammonia and superphos
phate. In addition, green manure and two 
different levels of pruning arc applied, making 
in all 3 6 distinct treatme·nts. 

In order to obtain a complete picture of <.he 
effect of any fertiliser it is necessary to carry 
on the trials over a considerable period of 
years, and to record in addition to yield many 
other aspects of the growth of the plant. Thus 
it has been customary for a number of years 
to determine the number of buds left at prun
ing, the bunches showing in spring, and from 
these an estimate of the corning crop .is made. 
At harvest the number of bunches are again 
counted; as a result' of these counts it has 
been shown that buds continue to burst a tter 
late October, and the effect varies from year 
to year. The weight of fresh fruit is record .. 
ed, the fruit from the plots dried individuaily, 
and the dried weight and grade obtained. From 
these the drying ratio is calculated, giving an 
estimate of the relative stage of maturity at 
harvesting. Before pruning an estimate is 
made of the number of canes available, in or
der to fix the· levels of pruning for that year. 
Then the prunings are divided into one yea1, 
two-year wood, and dieback. 
RELATIONS OF FRUIT TO PRUNINGS 

From the various records made, others can 
be calculated. Thus if at' a future date the 
question be asked HWhat is the relation of 
fruit to prunings?" or .. How do tP,e treat
ments affect the weight of the bunche.':i?" 
these records will supply an answer for this 
experimental site. 

CONCLUSIONS 
We may conclude from the trials conducted 

so far:-
Conclusions stated are applicable only to the 

year and site discussed. 
Variation in yield due to soil .and position is 

usually greater than variation due to fertilise1 
treatment. 

Nitrogen, in the form of sulphate o.f am
monia, gives a pro:fit'able increase in yield. 

Superphosphate gives no apparent yield m
crease, although essential to the growth of 
green manure. 

Potash has not shown any effect on yield 
or quality of fruit, although it has given more 
prunings. 

Green manure gives small increases in yield; 
application over a number of years is neces
sa-ry to show- a-ny- effect. 
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The Economic Position of 
the Industry 

The Editor, The Australian Dried Fruits News: 
Sir,-The editorial in your issue of June 8th 

on the rising. costs of production in Australia 
as it affects the dried fruits industry in par
ticular is of importance and must soon be 
faced by all primary producing interests, also 
it must be considered in its whole ambit, viz.: 
The Tariff, Arbitration system, bounties, em
bargoes, and market control methods. 

Many thoughtful and inquiring minds are 
of the opinion that we have brewed a witch's 
broth of cont'radictory and lop-sided economy 
in this country that must end in disaster if 
this vicious circle of ·chasing will-o-the~wisps 
is not broken, and a retreat to sound funda
mentals in industry and commerce. 

In a survey of the agricultural scene in 
Australia there is a feeling of impending state 
of collapse in all branches of agrarian e'ffort. 
Sugar, in spite of a total embargo, is in a risky 
financial way; dairying, in spite of the Patter
son scheme, has market and substitute 
troubles; the wheat industry is bankrupt in 
spite of the flour tax that hits the consumer 
and automatically increases the basic wage. 
The greatest of all viz., the wool industry is 
groggy from the effects of low prices, trade 
reprisals, internal costs and synthetic and arti
ficial textiles. 

The canning fruits, honey, poultry and 
other farm produce are like cases. And all 
primary produce, except wool and wheat enjoy 
a stiff protective tariff supplemented by mar
keting boards, subsidies, etc., it may well be 
said the "poddy calf" policy is fast becoming 
the asses problem in Euclid for the Australian 
farmer. 

Market control measures to be 100 per cent. 
complete must include the world's weather and 
climate, the whims and changes of taste, men
ace of substitutes, making people buy what 
they don't want to, and a score of other de
termining factors, indeed a well nigh impos
sible task. 

As for Arbitration awards I, as a life-long 
trade unionist, consider it is an anomalous 
policy of industrial moonshine for rates of 
wages, hours of work, .are the sole function 
of trade unions and employers associations, 
that is why English, Canadian and trade union
ists of other countries will have nothing to do 
with arbitration after studying its effects here. 
It is well known that awards often mean dis-

Application of the various manures to the 
soil is reflected by the:ir presence in the fruit. 

For any site, there is an optimum number of 
canes, usually 7-8 for normal healthy sultanas. 

Reduction of canes below this number gives 
a decrease in yield. 

Excessive num'bers of canes may give a 
slight increase in yield, which does not com
pensate for tht: disadvantages of delayed 
maturity and lower sugar content. 

missal when a youth becomes 21, de-registraT' 
tion of unions for various pretexts, expensive 
and long drawn cut litigation, courts that do 
not understand the industry involved, flouting 
of awards, and the paralysing lethargy of trade 
unionists after a period of arbitration opiate, 
awards will never solve the industrial prob
lem. Many date our troubles from the first 
Federal tariff schedule in 1901, others say it 
was the creation of the Harvester award in 
1907, others again make conjections from dif
ferent events, but whatever may be advanced 
in argument' there is little· dispute concerning 
the parlous state of our primary industries in 
general, and the need of amelioration by fiscal, 
industrial and mercantile adjustments. 

As for the dried fruits industry, of which I 
am a grower, I often think that whereas in the 
pre-war days when we had a sheltered home 
market for our 12,000 tons we had no export 
problems; today we ship 80 per cent. or so 
abroad. It may be a controversial point 
whethe·r our propped up and much harassed 
unit of production would not be better off if 
it recognised its economic circumstances and 
advocated a revision of tariff duties and a more 
generous measure of healthy relations with 
other countries. We should never lose sight 
of the fact that exports are paid for with im
ports of goods and services, gold bars and 
bonds make up any deficiencies, if it were not 
so there would be a loss. 

The M.I.D.A. plan was finalised just in time 
for the force·s of opposition are gathering for 
an attack to be led by influential circles in the 

·capital cities to challenge the validity of the 
A.cts that buttress us while the public are 
spurred on by Press and radio to seek their 
abolition by political action.-Yours, etc., 

H. WILLINGTON. 
Member of the Federal Council A.D.F.A. 
Yenda, 25/6/39. 

CARRATHOOL PROSECUTION FOR 
ILLEGAL SALE 

At the Carrathool Court of Petty Sessions 
before Mr. T. A. Doolan, P.M., A Hiscocks, 
grocer, of Carrathool, was proceeded against 
by the New South Wales Dried Fruits Board 
for purchase of approximately 2 5 -lb. of dried 
.apricots not' packt.d and graded in accordance 
with the regulations under the Dried Fruits 
Act, 1933. 

Defendant pleaded guilty. Inspector Hall, 
of the Board, stated that on September 23, 
1938, he found approximately 13lb. of dried 
apricots in a jute sugar bag on defendant's 
premises. In his opinion the apricots had not 
been packed and graded in accordance with 
the regulations. Defendant had informed him 
that the apricots were the balance of approXI
mately 25lb. purchased from a hawker some 
weeks previous to the inspector's visit. The 
defendant"s premises had been visited late m 
1937 and dried fruits stocks found in order. 

A fine of £3 with 8/- costs was imposed. 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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GREEN MANURE CROPS 
We notice some queries answered by 

~'Nemo" in the .. Murray Pioneer" in regard 
to the best 5ime to plough in gre·en manure, 
and of the advisability of cropping every ·row. 
The answers by Mr. Oscar Weste are of in
terest. He states:-

Regarding the best time to plough in a 
cover crop of beans or peas, or any legumi
nous plant, we are told by our scientists who 
have made an intense study of this matter, 
that the maximum amount of nitrogen is 
contained in the plant and its root nodules 
when it is in full flower, but by digging up 
plants from time to time and in this way 
making a casual survey of root nodule on 
beans over a number of years, I am inclined 
to judge that it appears to be a little before 
this period. This is not a question, however, 
about which such a great deal depends. The 
main object is to get the cover crop unJ.er 
when the soil is in .a fit condition to com
mence the process of decomposition and nitro
gen manufacture, and that is when the soil 
is still damp enough to turn over properly. I 
would rather plough in a cover crop a little 
on the early side than to await its full mat
urity and have the soil drie·d out to such a 
degree that it turns up in clods. 

COVER CROPS DYING OUT 
In the event of a cover crop drying out the 

soil too much -to plough under at a reasonable 
period, it would be better to await the first 
irrigation and plough as soon after that as 
possible. Consideration should be given to 
another important aspect and that is the ac
tion which takes place in the soil .after the 
cover crop has been turned under. When a 
cover crop is turned under, and there lS 

enough moisture present to commence decom
position, there is an immediate call on all the 
nitrate reserves in the soil to carry on the 
process, and we are faced with a temporary 
nitrogen deficiency. That is to say the nitro
gen in the soil would not be available to the 
vines during the process of nitrifying the 
cover crop, and for this reason it is import
ant to get the cover crop under at least six 
weeks before bud burst. If we do not observe 
this rule we are· robbing the vine of its most 
essential plant food-nitrogen. 

NITRIFIED COVER CROP 
On the other hand, in the event of a cover 

crop being turned under about six weeks be
fore bud burst, which is about the end of 
July, then the effect of the nitrified cover 
crop will commence to act' in the vine's favor 
-but if it is left for full maturity, the cover 
crop and vines will have to compete for the 
aVailable soil nitrates, in which case the vine 
suffers, unless extra nitrogen in the form of 
sulphate of ammonia is added. It is most es
sential for the vine (and tree for. that matter, 
also) to have a good store of easily available 

·nitrogen ready to be taken up with the first 
flow of sap, as we are told that the vines and 
deciduous trees take up most o# their nitrogen 
so as to influence the present growing crop 
from bud burst until flowering time, a period 
of roughly two monthe, and that the bulk of 
this supply should be available early in spring. 

COVER CROPPING EVERY ROW? 
I have not any strong opinion regarding the 

merits of cover cropping every row with beans 
.-Or peas as against the practice of dit'ching and 
burying cuttings. There is something to be 
sa:id for and against both methods, but I am 
inclined to favor the practice of ditching be
·cause by burying the cuttings in a deep ditch 
and planting a cover crop in the ditch we in
crease the depth of bacterial activity and in
duce the roots to penetrate to a deeper degree 
than would othe"rwise -be the case. Further
more the ditched row makes an admirable 
place to- sow· that extra superphosphate. Super
phosphate, to become available to the vine:s 

· and trees, should be placed as deep down in 
our soils as possible, so that the roots can 

make use of it at the earliest opportunity; 
otherwise it will change from a water soluble 
form to an acid or citrate form, and will thus 
take longer to become available. The reason 
for this_ change is the high alkalinity of 'our 
ti_ver soils; if the super is placed near the sur
face and it takes some time before it is within 
the root zone it "may have reve·rted· into- an 
acid soluble form instead of being in a water 
soluble form. The merits o~ getting a cover 
crop in every row and rotary hoeing the vine 
cuttings in with the cover crop, lie· in the fact 
that we get additional organic matter and ad
ditional nitrogen. If this practice is adopted, 
the block should be ploughed after the rotary 
hoe has done its work. I feel sure from my 
own ·observations, that faih1re to plough after
wards was responsible for much of the sun 
scorch during last year's heat wave. 

THE ROTARY HOE 
The rotary ho~ is an admirable implement 

for its special job, but will leave a shallow soil 
mulch and a hard pan, which has an effect on 
the moisture-holding capacity of the soil in 
a critical period. Another comparison in the 
disposal of cuttings is that if placed in a ditch 
and they remain moist, they will be com
pletely rotted in two years' time when the 
ditch is opened in the course of the routine 
ditching system, but if chopped up with the 
rotary hoe and allowed t'o remain on the sur
face they seem to take longer to rot and be
come incorporated in the soil. 

INCORPORATION OF THE 
ASSOCIATION 

Explanation of Position 
A,t recent meetings of growers some com

ment has been made and questions asked in 
regard to the basis on which the Association 
is founded, and it had been s.aid that some 
more established basis would give the A.D.F.A. 
greater strength. This matter has been fully 
discussed on several occasions by delegates at' 
conferences, and it is of interest to note that 
during the discussion on the question of the 
incorporation of the A.D.F.A., the chairman 
of the Board of Management, Mr. H. D. 
Howie, made the following statement:-

Since July, 1937, the Board have been m 
close consultation with the Association's 
Solicitors regarding the question of the incor
poration of the Association. The·re did not 
seem to be any difficulty in regard to immun
ity from taxation, capacity to sue and be sued, 
flexibility in relation to Rules and Regulations, 
no publication of accounts, etc. It was sug
gested that the Association should be incor
porated as a Company Limited by Guarantee, 
and that the name should be unchanged, ex
cept t'hat the word (<Limited" would be added. 

The cost of registration, including -~fees,., was 
estimated at £200. An insuperable difficulty 
has now arisen,· i.e., that if the Association was 
mcorporated, it would come under the Trade 
Unions Act, 1928, and the late~t .advice from 
the Association's solicitors is given hereunder: 

«We have since. the July meeting of the 
Board given very considerable thought to the 
matter· of incorporating the Association. As 
you know, we considered- the incorporation w.as 
for many reasons most desirable, and we 
thought that the Association should be incor
porated even if by so doing there might be 
some disadvantages. We did not anticipate 
any difficulty regarding provisions for mem
bership and general organisation, and we think 
that incorporation would not have meant any 
loss of flexibility or immunity from taxation. 

"We regret to say, however, that we think 
there is one insuperable difficulty. 

"Under the Trade Unions. Act, 1928, it is 
provided that any combination of employees 
or workmen imposing restrictive conditions on 
the conduct of any trade or business shall be 
deemed to be a trade union. The· Act fur
ther provides that the registration of any trade 
union under the Companies Act shall be void. 
Though originally intended to regulate the 
relationship of employers and employees, the 
Act has been the subject of numbers of court 
decisions, and we think that it is beyond any 
doubt that the Association would be held to 
be a trade union. From this it would follow 
that if ·it were incorporated, the incorporation 
would be void. We do not think a Mem
orandum and Articles of Association for the 
Association could be so drawn as to make cer
tain that the Association would not be held to 
be a trade union, and consequently we feel 
bound to advise that it would be unwise· to 
consider any further the question of incor
poration. 

"To have the incorporation declared void 
after a period of years might have more serl
ous consequences than anything which might 
transpire under the present constitution for 
want of incorporation." 

Mr. Summer said that the solicitors had ex
plored the matter very thoroughly. They 
had always been keen that the Association 
should incorporate, and it' was only recentlY 
that these obstacles, which were considered 
insurmountable, were discovered. 

OVERSEAS SALES 
The sales of Australian dried fruits over

seas to date are: 
SULTANAS 

2,306 tons sold. Average price, £41/1/8. 
CURRANTS 

5,339 tons sold. Average price, £30/4/3. 
LEXIAS 

481 tons sold. Average price, £41/13/10. 

BONDS OF TRADE 

BONDS of Trade are also Bonds of Empire. 
Australia and Canada, Sister Dominions, are 

drawn closer together by the trade they undertake 
with each other. Australia buys Canada"s manu
factured and partially manufactured goods; Canada 
buys Australia's dried fruits and other primary 
products. You contribute to Australia"s prosperity 
by encouraging reciprocal trade - by buying 

CANADIAN 
PRODUCTS 
Tools, axes, axe and 
tool handles, canned 
fish, farming machin· 
ery, electric and gas 
stoves, dress and 
furnishing materials, 
oilcloths, brake lin· 
ings, paper products. 
softwood timber, 
electric · washing 
machines, toys, 
clo_cks, watches·,- etc. Canadian products. 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 

TRADE COMMISSIONER 

BOX 3952V. G.P.O. 
SYDNEY. 

9'0 QUEEN ST., 
MELBOURNE. C.l. 
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The Primary Producers' 
Federation 

NEW P·RODUCERS' GROUP FORMED 
It is regretted the publication of this report 

has been delayed. We had been asked to in
form growers of the movement, which is 
gaining the commendation of the British Gov • 
ernment. The present Minister of Agricul
ture in Great Britain, Sir Dorman Smith, at
tended the conference and outlined the view 
of his Government regarding Empire trade. 
Perusal of a letter by :Mr. Willington in this 
issue, brings to the mind the thought that ·the 
situation as outlined, is one that could, with 
some potential value, be dealt with by this 
Federation with which the A.D.F.A. is affili
ated. 

The delayed report reads:-

Following the decision, during the Britisb 
Empire Producers' Conference, to form a fed
eration of Australian primary producers' or
ganisations, a meeting was held at Canberra 
to inaugurate this body. State representatives 
from all the main primary industries were 
present, the dried fruit's industry being repre
sented by Mr. H. D. Howie. 

Mr. J. McRohert (Queensland) was elected 
chairman, and Mr. G. A. Try (of the N.s:w. 
Dried Fruits Board), secretary. 

After some discussion, during which the 
chairman assured Mr. McKenzie, of the Vic
torian Dairymen's Association, that the pro
posal did not contemplate a large .and expen
sive Federal body, but would only involve' J. 

£5 I 5 I- affiliation fee for each association 
joining up, it was decided to establish tile 
movement. A council was formed consistmg 
of from one to three representatives from each 
of the industry groups. 

The objectives of the Federation are:-

1. The linking up of all bona fide primary 
producers' organisations within the Australian 
Primary Producers' Federation. 

2. The securing to primary producers of a 
return for the whole of their output of a price 
based upon costs of production on a reason
ably efficient basis, together with a fair mar
gin for capital and labor employed, by (a) 
the encouragement of a spirit of self-help and 
co-operatiOn amongst producers, particularly 
in relation to production, transport, and mar
keting; (b) adequate protection in so far a.s 
concerns the marketing of primary products 
within the Commonwealth; (c) control by 
primary producers of the marketing of th,eir 
own products within their respective States; 
(d) control by representatives of producers 
from the different States of interstate mark~'"t-

ing of primary products; (e) organisation and 
control by producers on a Federal basis of sur
pluses of primary products. 

3. Generally to protect and promote the 
interests of the primary producers of the Com·· 
monwealth in all matters affecting them. 

4. The Federation shall be non-party poli
tical. 

The functions of the council shall be as fol~ 
lows:-

1. To deal with all matters brought unde1 
its notice by affiliated organisations. 

2. To receive regular reports of the pro
gress being made in the different States by af
filiated organisations. 

3. To keep closely in touch with allleps
lation, State and Federal, affecting the inter
ests of primary producers. 

4. To devote special attention to the incl
dence of the tariff in so far as relates to pri
mary production. 

INTESTATE ESTAT1E 
In the Arbitration Court at Mildura 

Counsel: "You have worked in this in
dustry ·for thirty years?" 

Witness: .. Yes." 
Counsel: .. You have had constant 

work throughout that period?" 
Witness: "Pretty well." 
Counsel: "Have you been able to ac

quire any land with your savings?" 
Witness: "I have a bit in the ceme

tery." 

"'"'"'''"""''"''""'"""'''"''''"""'''''""''''''''''""""'""'''''"''"''= 

5. To· secure uniformity of action as fat 
as possible by primary producers in the d.i:fff.r
ent States on matters of a like nature affect.ing 
their interests therein. 

6. To obviate whenever possible duplica
tion in legislation and the administration o.t 
public affairs generally. 

7. To adjudicate upon disputes which may 
arise between affiliated organisations, and to 
effect a settlement thereof. · 

8. Generally to· take such other action as 
they may deem to be in the best interests of 
the primary producers of the Commonwealth 
as a whole, including action calculated to fut· 
ther any of the objectives aforementioned, and 
to make representations thereon to authorine:s 
concerned, whether Commonwealth or Statt.: 
Government or other local bodie·s, comparues, 
firms, or persons. 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. LTD. 

MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP F1JNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus. 

Packed under the well-known "PADLOCK" Brand. 

Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers. 

New Act For Victorian 
Dried Fruits Board 

AN INTERESTING DOCUMENT 
The new Act, which sets out requirements 

to the utmost detail, even that stencils shall 
be applied in true alignment with the sides and 
ends of boxe·s, is a very interesting document 
covering 3 7 pages of the Government Gaz
ette completely indicates the purpose of the 
legislation. It is a valuable guide to all associ
ated with the industry and is a credit to those 
whose duty it was to prepare it. 

PACKING LICENCES 
The Act was drafted after a good deal o£ 

preliminary consultation with other boards, 
and is designed to attain the greate·st possible 
degree of uniformity with the appropriate 
Acts of other States. The Governor-in
Council is given sole discretion in regard to 
the granting, renewal or transfer of licences 
to pack fruit and no appeal is provided for 
as in the case of the South Australian Act 
passed recently. 

POWERS OF INSPECTORS 
The powers of inspectors are very wide;. and 

provide for a right to enter packing houses, 
stores, bakeries, shops, farms, vehicles, etc., 
and to order the opening of packages and 
take samples of dried fruits, also to insp,;:ct 
books and take copies of entries. Power IS 

given t'o stop vehicles and examine the artidcs 
being carried. 

The regulations applying to the recently 
instituted system of licencing door classes, are 
set out in detaiL 

BOARD MEMBERS' FEES INCREASED 
An increase has been made in the scale of 

allowances for a Board member, £60 per an
num to £100, and travelling allowances m 
addition to fares are provided for. 

DRAWBACK FRUIT 
A matter of particular interest to growers 

is in relation to drawback fruit. There seems 
to be some misconception in regard to the 
rights of the grower in the disposal of this 
fruit. The Act, in effect~ says that it is for 
personal use only and cannot be sold, bartered·, 
or used as a contra against any traders' ac~ 
counts. Growers are allowed to drawback 
a 56-lb. box of each and every variety they 
grow, by making the proper application. Spe
cial permission has to be obtained to draw 
more than 5 6-lbs. of any one variety. 

CURRANT SITUATION 
IN GREECE 

The following extract from the "Caliloi
nia Fruit News" is of particular interest t!J 

currant growers. Whilst the results of t~is 
movement will not be· immediate, its ultimate 
effect' should be to make for better conditions 
for all associated with the currant industry.....:.. 
both here and in Greece:-

"A larger crop, as is well known, has no 
bearing in the market, because surpluses ar~ 
withdrawn by the Government controlling 
commission, for domestic consumption, or ex
ported in form different than currants. Under 
the circumst'anceS the economic council at a 
sacrifice to the budget gave instructions to 
the controlling agency, despite the larger crop, 
to fix the same prices as last year for the i;U:

pluses that will be necessary to be withdraw.at 
and paid for during the 1938-39 season. 

"The average surpluses during the last :fi£ .. 
teen years are estimated up to about SO,OOO,ODO 
pounds. A year ago a new law was enacted 
ordering the excessive pr-oduction uprooted. 
Instructions, therefore, have now been senL 
out all over the producing areas to star.t a 
voluntary uprooting immediately after the 
present crop has been harvested. The Govern
ment prefers to see growers realise themselves 
the necessity of doing away with those 
80,000,000 pounds of surpluses, instead oi 
employing force. 't 
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THE REDCLIFFS BRANCH A.D. F. A. 
ANNUAL REPORT OF WORK 

Activities Many and Varied 
With a membership of 600 growers, Red Cliffs is the strongest branch in the 
A.D.F.A., and its activities, many and varied, are always of interest. The 
fact that it represents an average of some I 7,000 tons--the I 938 figures of 
over 2 I ,000 tons being the highest--called for keen committee work. 

The interest of members was manifested when I I candidates stood for the 
five statutory annual vacancies on the committee. Messrs. Barclay, Hammet, 
Poppleton, 'Youngs and Gordon were elected. The sitting members of the 
committee were Messrs. Wake, Cavendish, Davey, Hazel and McKinnon. 

EXPORT CONTROL BOARD 
In a survey of the year's work, the chair

man (Mr. G. Wake) prefaced his report wit~1 
an appreciation of the work of the Export 
Control Board. He said that the fact that 
the Board had been able to e:ffec:t: the disposal 
of a record crop during a period noted for 
troubled and nervous markets, at prices which 
had been maintained throughout the season, 
was a tribute to its work. He further stated 
that growers were appreciat'ive that hardened 
values, caused by reports of the disaster to the 
recently-harvested crop, were obtained for the 
final sales of sultanas. This was in keeping 
with the system that retains for growers, 
through their Board, the necessary control of 
the product to ensure their receiving full 
value of such firming of the market. 
BOUNTY FOR CURRANT GROWERS" 

Dealing with the work of the branch, the 
chairman said that it had again assisted in the 
effort to obtain a bounty for currant growers. 
However, the Federal budgetary position, and 
the increasing demand on the Treasury for 
other purposes had been against the industry's 
representations. COntinued low prices and inw 
creasing costs called for a continued effort, 
which would be made. 

ECONOMIES EFFECTED 
An interview had been arrange·d with _t:he 

chairman of the Victorian State Board, and it 
was felt that the exchange of views had been 
of value to all concerned. Mr. Moloney,s asw 
surance of the Board's intention to e'ffect eco
nomies wherever possible, was welcomed and 
the committee were hop_eful that recent reduc
tions in the levy would be maintained. 

PROPOSED LABOR BUREAU 

ner in which those charged with the work of 
establishing the library have carried out their 
duties have resulted in a library which must: 
be a source of satisfaction to all those who 
have inspected it. The amount of £50 set 
aside by the branch for this purpose has been 
made available to the library committee and, 
together with the sum raised by the mothers' 
committees and school committees (£54) has 
enabled the purchase of books to the value of 
£108." 

Further to the matter of education the 
chairman added that the scholarships, to 
which the branch annually donated £60} were 
being widely availed of. The matter of the 
administration had been discussed with the dew 
partment} and it was understood that, in 
future} this would be the complete responsi
bility of that body. 

DOOR CLASSING 
The report dealing with door classing 

states:-
"Following the appointment last year of ir..w 

dependent door graders, further measures 
designed to minimise trouble and to facilitate 
handling were this year recommended by the 
District Classing Committee. These briefly are: 
Two classers each at Merbein, Mildura and Red 
Cliffs. Filtered light for grading. Dockets to be 
issued by the packing houses under the 
authority of the State Board and to be drawn 
up in triplicate. Identification of fruit to be 
assured by placing in top box of stack, a 
docket giving details of origin, type and num
ber of boxes in stack. Grade alterations to be 
notified daily and to affect the whole or any 
part of such ddivery already processed. The 
disastrous rains during the harvesting period 
-from which we all unhappily suffered
caused the re-introduction of the mould de
duction system :first introduced two years ago. 
The various samples of the different percen
tages fixed were inspected by representatives 
of your committee and were agreed upon. 

Continued watchfulness was. exercised by your 
-representatives and opportunity was taken to 
meet and discuss with Red Cliffs packing re
presentatives, together with Mr. Plummer and 
his officers, the whole question of percentage 
deductions, salvage fruit, and the grading of 
rain damaged deliveries generally. 

Your committee was satisfied that every 
effort was being made to safeguard members' 
interests, and thanks are due to Messrs. Sloan 
-and Gaywood, and to Mr. Plummer and his of
ficers for the manner in which they met the 
committee', Arising £rom the drying difficulties 
encountered this season, my committee expres
ses the opinion that adequate facilities for de
hydration, sufficient to cope with the extreme 
conditions of this year, should be installed at 
all packing houses." 

ALIEN QUESTION 
The alien question was one that was giving 

some concern, said the chairman, and the com
mittee had had this matter discussed at the 
District Council_ of the Association, from 
where further action was to be taken. 

RESEARCH COMMITTEE 
The Research Committee instituted by the 

branch was very active and out of the funds 
voted to this work a special rack had been 
erected, at a cost of over £100, as part of the 
seven years manurial trial being carried out in 
collaboration with the C.S.I.R. :The chair
man} in referring to these trials, said that they 
were entering their second year, and from the 
very comprehensive plan on which they were 
being carried out, it was anticipated that im
portant results would be obtained. 

The pruning classes started hy the branch 
were a success, and would be continued this 
year. A total of 8 3 had enrolled last year, 
and of these, 3 0 had gained a first-class, and 
40 a second-class certificate. 

The report, which was adopted, concluded 
with an expression of appreciation by the 
chairman of the· help of the committee, 

A, further £25 was voted to the library 
fund, and £50 was set aside for further re
search work in the district. Mr. Colin Mac
kie spoke of the good work being done by the 
Citizens' Welfare Committee- of the militia 
unit, especially on the formation of a volun
tary aid detachment. His motion that 
£10/10/ be made available from branch funds 
for this national work, was agreed to. 

A generous appreciation of the keen work 
of the chairman cop.cluded the meeting. 

Increase in Apricot and Peach Prices 
Operative from July 14, the prices of all 

grades of apricots, except I crown, .. plain" 
and .. slabs" in each case, have been advanced 
one halfpenny per pound. 

The question of the establishment of a 
labor bureau in the settlement had been taken 
up by the commlttee, but was deferred for a 
year. Delegates from the committee to the 
Growers' Defence Committee had interviewed 
the sustenance officials and had discussed this 
aspect. J'be minister in charge of the de
partment had been favorable to the establish
ment of such a bureau by the authorities. 

CONTROL BOARD ELECTION 
lrymple Packing Pty. Ltd. 

Mr. Wake referred to Mr. Hammet's suc
cess in the pre-selection ballot for candidature 
to the Export COntrol Board elections, and 
stated that the branch had rendered assistance 
to his campaign committee. It was regretted 
that the district producing such a large ton
nage had not been- successful in having a mem
ber elected. However, the congratulations of 
the branch were offered to Mr:- E. J. Casey, 
who gained ~ seat, and to lvfr. Peter Malloch 
on his re-election. 

CHILDREN'S LIBRARY 
Commenting on the recently-established 

Children's Library at Red Cliffs, Mr. Wake 
said: «The work of the committee of this in
stitution calls for special comment. The en
thusiasm with which the various school com
mittees met their allotted tasks in raising 
money; the high standard of selection of readw 
ing matter and the zeal and continued man-

MIL DURA 

Packers 

E. ]. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 
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P. MALLOCH, 
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E forward items of intere.s:t to the industry 
~ as a whole for publication in the "News." _ 
_ .................. , .... ., ......... ,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ... ~ 
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Burns. 

MILDURA, AUGUST 14, 1939 

THE AUEN POSITION 

A LOT of discussion has taken place 

... in regard to the problem of alien infil

tration t_o the dried fruits industry, and whilst 
it must be a fundamental that, if a person rs 

permitted to enter this country he is entitled 
to live, there ·are features of the situation that 

can have harmful consequence. The gradual 
!)enetration of a certain type of alien into other 

industries, and the resultant position maKes 

it plain that the dried fruits industry should 
profit from these lessons, and make every ~£

fort' to minimise any such influx into its area&. 

It has been stated authoritatively that there 

is an aggregation of a certain class of alien, 

the incentive to speak English, and the neces
sity to learn it is absent'. A newspaper in 
that particular language generally obviates ih ... 

necessity to read English. And so the develop
ment to an Australian outlook is arrested from 
the start'. Where the reverse is the case, and 

these people are widely separated, there is the 
immediate and urgent need to read and speak 

Our language, resulting in a quicker assimila

tion and appreciation of the Australian stan

dards, and the earlier development into bet'ter 

citizens whose children rapidly become real 

Australians. Where this condition obtaint it 
can be ac.celerated by an attitude of tolerance, 

any form of ostracism having only the op
posite effect. (<Burnt' Sugar," a book dealing 

with this problem in Queensland, is worth 

reading if this question is to be understood. 
However, there are many types of aliens, from 

the highly desirable Nordic people to the cer-
. tain types that we do not wish to see-pel>plc 

of low living standards, with the barest rudi
ments of learning, used fully to exploit the 

labors of their women and children to a degree 

foreign to the British mind. 

THE DANGER to our industry is when 
such types hold property, without any 

appreciation of the need for loyalty to any 
system of organised marketing, the need tc 

maintain Australian rates of pay to those they 
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employ-and these are almost invariably their 

own kind, probably recruited through some 
agency established for the purpose. This has 

been realised in some States where the position 

has become acute, and l~gislation has been en

acted to prevent any further acquisition of 
land in certain industries by other than natural 
born British subjects or approved fore1gners. 

At a special meeting in :Mildura the many as
pects of this problem were discussed, and 1t 
was the medium of an outspoken ·discussion 

at Red Cliffs, particular stress being laid upon 

the imperative necessity to maintain Australian 
standards in an industry that depends so much 

on preferences in the Empire. 

A SPECIAL committee has been appointed 

to deal with the matter, and it can be 

anticipated that, if the collaboration of grow

ers and financial interests is complete no real 
danger will eventuate. A survey of the 

number of the undesirable types of aliens is 
not alarming, but as a gradual increase iS' evi
dent, the action taken is well timed, having re
gard tO the future, particularly in view of the 

large numbers of aliens coming into the coun
try at present, also remembering the position 

of large sections of the industry in California 
was from this very cause. The co-operation 

of all in our industry is needed. Growers should 

not to be tempted by offers of che·ap alien 
labor. Those financing buyers into blocks 

should give full regard to all factors, also 
where it involves the admission into the in

dustry of an undesirable type, to refuse any 
assistance. 

PREFERENTIAL VOTING 

Method of Counting Votes 
A good deal of misunderstanding exists in 

regard to the involved system used in prefer
ential voting. The following extract from the 
Victorian Dried Fruits Regulations is of inter
est. It states:-

( 1) (a) The Returning Officer shall count 
the total number of first preference votes 
given for each candidate. 

(b) The candidate who has received the 
largest number of first preference votes shall, 
if that number constitutes an absolute major
ity of votes, be elected. 

(c) If no candidate has received an absolute 
majority of first preference votes the Return
ing Officer shall make a second count. 

(d) On the second count the candidate who 
has received the fewest first preference votes 
shall be exduded and each' unexhausted ballot
paper counted to him shall be counted to the 
candidate next in the order of the voter's pre
ference. 

(e) If a candidate the:n has an absolute 
majority- of votes he shall be declared elected, 
but if no candidate then has an absolute major
ity of votes, the process of excluding the can
didate who has the fewest votes and counting 
each of his unexhausted ballot-papers to the 
continuing candidate next in the order of the 
voter's preference shall be repeated by the Re
turning Officer un_ril one candidate has re
ceived an absolute majority of votes. 

(f) The candidate who has received an ab
solute majority of votes shall be declared 
elected. 

( 2) In the process of counting, exhausted 
ballot-papers shall be set aside as finally dealt 
with, and shall thenceforth not be taken into 
account in ascertaining the result of the poll. 

( 3) (a) When a candidate is excluded, each 
ballot-paper counted to him shall be deemed 
to be exhausted if there is not indicated upon 
it a next preference for one continuing candi
date. 

(b) "Next preference" in the last preceding 
sub-paragraph includes the first of the subse
quent preferences marked on the ballot-paper 
which is not given to an excluded candidate. 

Provided that where there is a break in the 
consecutive numbering of_ p'references marked 
on a ballot-paper, only those· preferences pre
ceding the break shall be taken into account. 

( 4) In this Regulation "continuing candi
date" means a candidate not already excluded 
from the count. 

( 5) If on any count two or more candidates 
have an equal number of votes, and one of 
them has to be excluded the Returning Officer 
shall exclude the candidate or candidates who 
were not previously membe·rs of the Board, 
but if both candidates were retiring members 
of the Board, or neither were, he shall decide 
by lot which shall be excluded. 

(6) In this regulation "an absolute major
ity of votes" means a greater number than 
one-half of the whole number of ballot-papers 
other than informal and exhausted ballot
papers. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
BOARD 

Report of June and July 
Meetings 

The reports of the June and July meetings 
of ·the Board are not of particular interest to 
growers, in that they deal with routine and 
financial business. 

The work done by the Board to improve 
the production and processing of prunes is 
having results. A phase of this was reported 
on when Mr. F. Coiby, Senior Supervisor for 
the Department of Commerce, attended a 
meeting, by invitation, and displayed samples 
of prunes showing the effect of different me
thods of processing. Mr. Colby reported fav
orably on the conduct of the prune processing 
premises which the Board had registered this 
yea~, and stated that uniform standards had 
been e·stablished. 

The efforts of the Board to improve the pro
duction side, particularly in the elimination of 
the small prune, have been unfortunately off
set by the seasonal conditions. A report on this 
aspect is to be presented later. 

Considerable attention is being given to the 
question of marking of prunes and the align
ment of the· views of the Boards in the pro
ducing States and the A.D.F.A. on comii.LVn 
grade standards, etc, 

As part of its work to improve the general 
standards of fruits the Board agreed to again 
make an award for the Championship Trophy 
in connection with the· Lower Murray annual 
pruning competitions. 

It was decided to proceed with details o£ a 
case of unlawful trading reported by Inspec
tors Connelly and Noblet. 

DRIED FRUITS QUOTAS 
The Consultative Committee of the State 

Dried Fruits Boards has recommended the 
adoption of the following revised quotas:-

Currants, 14 per cent; sultanas, 19 per 
cent; lexias, 50 per cent',; prunes, 100 per 
cent.; pe-aches, 70 per cent.; apricots, 77-f per 
cent.; nectarines, 75 per cent.; pears, 40 per 
cent. 

The quotas represent the quantit'ies of the 
production of the several varieties of dried 
fruits which may be lawfully marketed with
in each State. 

The Dried Fruits Boards of the several pro
ducing States have approved of the recom
mendation of the· Consultative Committee 
and quotas in accordance therewith will be 
duly promulgated. 

With the exception of prunes, of which 
there is a short crop throughout the Common
wealth owing to adverse seasonal conditions, 
the above quotas will be reviewed by the Con
sultative Committee about November next. 
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Control Systems for Primary Products 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The following are some notes in the form of a summary of a report by Mr. G. 
Evatt, following an extended visit to Europe and the United States. Further 
opportunity will be taken to publish some most interesting extracts from this 
report. The comments are as follows:-

( 1) One of the outstanding features of the 
world's economy in recent years has been the 
planning of "agriculture," using the word in 
its widest sense to include all forms of land 
production. 

(2) From a laissez-faire attitude, there has 
been an almost complete change to regulation, 
rationalisation and regimentation. 

( 3) It is impossible to mention any country 
where agriculture is of importance which does 
not' endeavor in a greater or less degree to aid 
farming _with control measures. 

( 4) While there were some forms of assis
tance earlier, this phase of "planned economy" 
has been developed to a remarkable degree 
since -the onset of the depression. 

( 5) The methods adopted are of great var
iety, hut broadly speaking they aim at m
creasing production on the one hand or limit
ing it where there are embarassing surpluses. 

( 6) The objects have been to incre·ase 
wealth, to obtain or approach self-sufficiency, 
and to increase employment. It has been re
cognised that successful farming usually 
means prosperity to other industries and ser
vices. 

(7) The national aspect-embracing all the 
foregoing-is also prominent because for effec
tive defence it is considered vital t'o have 
ample foodstuffs. 

( 8) In many countries the depression hit 
agriculture earlier than "'industry," and recov
ery was longer delayed. Apart' from every 
other reason, it became desirable to give agri
culture its fair share of the total income. 

( 9) Heavy subsidies have been paid to pri
mary industries by Great Britain, reaching in 
some years £A25,000,000. This has been 
mostly to improve marketing. In addition, as
sistance has been afforded to increase soil fer
tility. 

(10) As an indication of the importance 
laid by some countries on regulation of pro
duction, etc., the United States of America 
in its current budgeting has provided over 
£A,220,000,000 from taxation to assist agri
·culture. 

( 11) Australia has helped agriculture ma
t"erially, ·but it' has done nothing more than 
·other countries, many of which are its com
petitors in world markets. In many respects 
Australia has been less stringent in its control. 

(12) In the limitation of production, and 
in some cases, its destruction to avoid sur
pluses .and depressed prices, many anomalies 
have been created, one country limiting or 
.destroying production, while .others are in
creasing in the same lines, often by artificial 
means. 

( 13) These anomalies are likely to be re
peated unless the nations concerned get to
gether and endeavor to regulate production 
and marketing in a systematic way. Some 

such action appears to have the approval .of 
:British and Australian Ministers. 

(14) Great Britain and the Dominions wlll 
be well advised to push on in the meantime 
with the proposals of the Sydney Conference 
(March, 1938) for Commodity Councils. 

( 15) The Van Zeehnd Report, now many 
months ·old, should be examined, particularly 
in its relation to cartels and agriculture. 

(16) The Ottawa preferences have done 
much for Dominion agriculture without re
ducing world trade, and everything possible 
should be done to hold the markets we have 
gained. 

( 17) Increased fUnds for overseas publicity 
could be expended with advantage, and the 
Commonwe·alth and Stat'es might well confer 
on this, and on the possibility of a new Aus
tralia House in a more favored position. 

(18) To make advertising more effective, 
one national brand for all Australian produce 
might be considered. Difficulties are admit
ted for some forms of produce, but these 
should not be insuperable. It is a little futile to 
advertise "Australian" if the housewife is fre
quently unable to recognise our produce. A 
National Mark could be supplementary tn the 
ordinary trade brand. 

(19) Special advertising-in combination 
with other supplying countries if possible-in 
favor of butter as a food might counteract the 
gradual increase of margarine consumption at 
the expense of butter. 

(20) Co-operation with New Zealand in 
the marketing of dairy produce, if possible of 
arrangement, would also be a forward move. 

(21) The International Institute of Agri
culture at Rome-representing over sevent'y 
countrie·s and dependencies-is doing excellent 
work. The Australian States could, with ad
vantage, have closer contact with that body, 
whose work is not as well known as it might 
be. 

(22) The Commercial Counsellors and 
Attaches of the British Legations are most 
helpful to trade· extension. If possible, the 
Commonwealth and States combinedly might, 
with advantage, have young officers attached 
to these embassies for training and for other 
purposes. 

(23) There is scope for the supply from 
London and elsewhere of more publications 
and information concerning «marketing, 
(agriculture) dev~lopments generally. This 
may be true of other subjects of major public 
importance. The question arises whether our 
exchanges ill this direction should not be more 
frequently reviewed. 

( 24) The t'rend of constitutional decisions 
in federations, e.g., United State's of America 
and Canada, is towards confirming and em
phasising the State power over production and 
sales within their borders, even if goods come 

Barmera Co .. operative Packing 
BARMERA, S.A. 
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Ltd. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AGENTS 
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Rotary Hoes, H. V. McKay-Masse·y Harris Implements. 
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from another State. There seems little doubt 
that price fixing on equitable lines may be ap
plied- to commodities coming from another 
State. 

(2 5) Schemes for advancing prices for 
primary produce should generally be accom
panied by some measure of control over pro
duction. 

(26) Also, the consumer's interests should 
be considered. There are many examples of 
administrative machinery to effect this. After 
all, the agriculturist only seeks fair treatment 
witJ,out exploiting the consumer. 

(27) It is always a matter of policy as to 
how much of any subsidy is paid by the con
sumer direct and how m'uch by the Treasury 
from taxation. Both methods or combina
tions of them·, are employed, according to 
varying circumstances. 

(28) Redundancy in relation to some forms 
of primary produce and some industries and 
services has been or is being. legislated for or 
otherwise handled in Great Britain. 

(29) Wool substitutes are growing in vol
ume in Europe. Apart from Germany's con
ve·rsion of wood, other countries are using 
casein, thus tackling, in part, the problem of 
surplus _milk. 

( 3 0) Milk in schools at a low charge 1S 

heavily subsidised by the British Government, 
this also having a double object, (a) to im
prove children's health and (b) to assist the 
industry. 

( 31) In addition to the aid given to Jgri
culture in Great Britain "industry" in certain 
cases receives help in «planning" or by diuct 
subsidies·. Behind all forms of statutory 
.. planning" is the desire to improve conditions 
generally and also the general recognition that 
agriculture and "industry" are interdependent. 

COMMONWEALTH :SAL~:S 
From Agents' figures supplied as at the end 

of July, the following sales position i:s dls-
closed:- VINE FRillTS 

Currants .. 
Sultanas .. 
Lexias . . . . 

1939 
Tons 
2,449 
6,706 
1,262 

1938 
Tons 
2,310 
6,320 
2,970 

1937 
TDnS 
2,348 
6,075 

955 

10,417 11,582 9,378 

TREE FRUITS 
1939 1938 1937 
Tons Tons Tons 

Apricots .. .. .. .. 591 368 488 
Peaches .. .. .. .. 190 173 160 
Ne•ctarines .. .. .. 21 28 21 
Pears .. .. .. .. 57 45 52 
Prunes .. .. .. .. 870 732 U6 

-- --- ---
1,729 1,346 1,435 

Ideal Kitchen Competition. 
The goodwill of the Housewives' Associa

tion is an important factor in the sales of dned 
fruits. ,These bodies have a membership o£ over 
3 00,000 throughout the Commonwealth. Re
cently, Mr. C. Till, a member of the S.A. 
Board, addressed a meeting of the South Aus
tralian Housewives' Association and gave the 
full story of the industry, with picture and 
word, a feature being the care taken to put 
a first class product .an the market. 

This contact was followed up by a very 
successful exhibit in the competitions, the de
tails of which are of interest. Fruit was chs
played in 56's and all packers in South Aus
tralia were represent'ed. The display covered 
a good range of fruits, including mixed fruits, 
dried apricot jam, and dried :figs, a special ex
hibit' from Berri Co-operative. Over 7000 
people visited the exhibit. 

Mr. Till states in a letter that the closer 
relationship now established with the House
wives' Association has largely overcome the 
opposition that was shown during the refer
endum campaign. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 
DRIED FRUITS BILL 

In conformity with an agreement by the 
producing States to bring their legislation on 
to a more uniform basis, the new Act has pass
ed through all stages. 

Several important amendments have been 
introduced in the new drafting and the ex
planatory note as a foreword best sets them 
out. It' states:-

The object of this bill is to repeal the 
existing Act relating to the regulation of 
dried fruits and to substitute, in lieu there
of, a new Act, uniform, as far as possible, 
not only in principle, but also in actual 
verbiage with the similar legislation of the 
State of Victoria and uniform in principle 
with the· similar legislation of the State of 
South A,ustralia. 

Many of the provisions of the existing 
legislation are repeated in the bill. 

The principal amendments to the existing 
legislation included in the bill consist of 
provisions:-

(a) for all dried fruits produced to be 
controlled; 

(b) to eliminate existing provisions by 
which-

(i) dealers in dried fruits are regulated; 
(ii) growers of dried fruits are regis~ 
tered; 
(iii) the Dried Fruits Board has power to 
compulsorily acquire dried fruits; 
(iv) public notice by advertisements 1n 
newspapers is given of determination of 
quotas; 
(e) in relation to the qualification of 

growers to vote at elections of members of 
the Dried Fruits Board; 

(d) for the granting, renewal or transfer 
of registrations of packing houses to be in 
the sole discretion of th~ Governor; 

(e) making .it an offence to sell or pur
chase dried fruits which have not be·en 
packed, graded and treated at registered 
packing houses; 

{£) empowering a court of competent 
jurisdiction, in addition t'o imposing a pen
alty for the sale of dried fruits not packed 
at a registered packing house, to order such 
dried fruits to be forfeited to his Majesty 
the King; 

(g) for packing house door classification 
of dried-fruits for the information of 
groWers delivering same. 

The bill also cont'ains a wide power of 
making regulations. 

The passage of this bill will make history in 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
84, dated 8rd August, 1934, has been ap
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of EthYl Formate and 
other Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strong,ly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an e-fficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs, and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 
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the dried fruits industry, for it is the ulti
mate of a long desired need. Many will re
member the stormy days of the initial fight 
for control and the widely divergent views of 
growers and political people alike in .the sev
eral States, and the work done by this Asso
ciation to bring them all into line to the best 
interests of all. This alignment of the State 
Acts might' now be said to be the culminating 
point of the complete organisation of the in
dustry, and we can feel more secure with the 
knowledge that the new legislation through
out the States, profiting from the many at
tacks, real and threatened, now assures us as 
f.ar as is legally possible of stable security for 
the future. The uniformity of the Acts will 
considerably facilitate the operations of the 
policing of the administration having regard 
to the arrangement whereby the services of 
officers from one State are oftime·s used by the 
other. 

Tree Fruit Position 

APRICOT PRICES FIRMER 
The general position of tree-fruit grow

ers is overshadowed by the disastrous 
crop losses this year, paf"ticularly in the 
non-ir,rigated areas, where the heat and 
droughts plaryed havoc. Prune growers in 
particular suffered heavily, being approx. 
1200 tons dcm;n on the average of the 
past two years, with the large amount 
of small prunes increasing the difficulties. 
Apricot growerrs in the non-irrigated 
districts were also badly hit, even after 
carting water to the trees. The crop of 
840 tons of this fruit is the lowest f<Yr 
the last five y<M~s, the average of which 
is 1130 tons, with a crop of 1600 for 
1938. The only compensatwn in this 
regard might be found in the fact that 
the 1937 crop oif 877 tons was followed 
by" bumper hacrvest. Let us hope that the 
same balancing up by Nature will even
tuate for 1940. 

PRUNES 
Regarding prices, there is nothing to report 

in regard to overseas rates for prunes. which 
have a 100 per cent. Commonwealth release at 
association prices. It is of interest to com
ment on some of the features pertaining to the 
handling of this fruit. Until a few years ago 
the prune industry was a series o:f isolated un1ts 
with no ability to stabilise prices. The ex
t·ent of this lack can be judged when it is 
realised that one half penny per pound was the 
nett return to the grower in many instances. 
With regard to the processing the absence of 
any uniform method was a serious matter, 
there being no useful con tact between the 
many interests involved. The advent of the 
A.D.F.A. into the handling of prunes has not 
only stabilised the Commonwealth price, but 
it has brought the widespread units together 
to the benefit o.f both processors and growers. 

--APRICOTS 
The apricot pos1t10n is sound, a firming in 

CommoD.we-alth prices of one half penny per 
pound on July 14 on 4, 3 and 2 crown grades, 
has turned buyers attention to the 1 crown 
and plains. Commonwealth deliveries are 5 41 
tons at June 30, as compared with 323 on even 
date last year. The average A.D.F.A. sales 
for the years 193 5-3.7 have been 614 tons. 
There should still be an appreciative amount to 
go out at the higher rate. The London mar
ket is always unsettled at this time of the 
ye·ar, until prices for new crop Calefornian 
settle down, but as no 'South African or Aus
tralian is now available it does not interest us, 
only three tons having been sent to the United 
Kingdom this season, New Zealand taking 
170 tons.. Thus it' will be noticed that the 
great bulk of the crop is delivered and paid 
for. Sales, not delivered, in the Common
wealth, account for some further 40 tons. 

PEACHES AND PEARS 
Peaches and pears are moving steadily and 

Commonwealth deliveries are ahead of this 
time last year. Both crops are down on pre
vious averages. No Australian stocks of 
peaches are now available in London, and pears 
are promised a ready market. As in the case 
of vine fruits, the incidence of the increased 
Commonwealth proportion on the tonnage 
available, at firmer rates, will be of some assis
tance in this unfortunate season. 

THE AMERICAN POSITION 
The American position both in regard to 

apricots and prunes is strengthening. The 
Californian Apricot Growers' Union is taking 
control and looks like holding the position. It 
is stated in the "Californian Fruit News" that 
this year's crop is a very big one, and prices 
asked are higher than those· obtained for the 
smaller crop last year, but growers feel that 
the closely cleared position of the market, both 
in the canned and dried article, warrant the 
values they are suggesting. The organising 
of apricot growerS, adds the statement, has 
been talked of for many years, but never has 
it eventuated, and the current grouping is the 
nearest approach to a get together that has oc
curred. The prune tie-up is being persevered 
with despite some setbacks-strong efforts are 
being made to ge·t further Federal aid for the 
pro-rate programme. 

This should meet with success eventuahi, 
for the Roosevelt policy is determined to re
habilitate agricultural interests to a position of 
having a more equitable share in the national 
income-30 per cent. of customs duties are 
earmarked for this purpose, some £(A) 240-
million. 

From a survey of a report by Mr. George 
J- Evatt, chairman of the New South Wales 
Dried Fruit's Board, who has recently returned 
from a visit overseas it is apparent that prac
tically every nation is endeavoring to solve the 
problem of over-production and lack of 
organised marketing methods. 

Turkish Sultana Increase 
Planned 

The Government programme, reported from 
official sources, in the California Fruit News, 
gives some concern, particularly at a time 
when the world production of dried vine fruits 
is such that the United States Government is 
faced with the problem of witholding large 
annual surpluses as a means of giving some 
stability to the industry generally. Australia, 
through State agreement, has closed down on 
any further development of areas. We hope 
that, in the· new trading arrangements being 
made by England with Turkey in relation t'O 
the non-aggression pact, that the danger 
might be pointed out to the ultimate good of 
those trading this fruit in the United King-
dom. The statement reads as follows:-

"The Turkish Government is making strong 
efforts to increase future production. Schools 
and _institutions have been opened at Istanbul, 
Iznhr and Manisa, with the purpose of improv
ing the technique of viticulture and 
the methods of handling. It has also 
taken steps to combat insects and to 
encourage co--operative societies engaged in 
production. Nurseries have been established 
and several million vines are distributed to 
growers free of charge. A careful chemical 
and physical analysis is made of each plot of 
ground to be planted with new plants. These 
new vines take from four to five years to come 
into full bearing. The efforts made by the 
Government will no doubt bring about much 
larger production in the ne~t few years." 

The rapid development of the pur.e fruit 
juice trade is revealed in the fact that nearly 
3,000,000 cwt. of tomato juice and nearly 
4,000,000 cwt. of fruit juices are now pro
duced in U.S.A. The most popular are to
mato and pineapple juices. 
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West Australian Notes 
VITICULTURISTS' UNION 

Annual Meeting and Election of Officers 
The third annual meeting and social of the Viticulturists' Union was held on 
July 12, at \Herne Hill, in the Swan Valley, over 100 members being present. 
In his annual report the chairman CMr. Brammall) said that during the year 11 
monthly meeting of members were held, and one special meeting was held to 
discuss the management of the packing houses and door classification, a com
mittee being appointed to endeavor to obtain a growers' co-operative packing 
house. 

Thtire was a net increase of seven membe1s 
for the year. In recognition of his services to 
the union, the committee had decided to make 
the secretary (Mr. L. N. Hasluck) a honorary 
life member and this was endorsed by mem
bers at the following monthly mee-ring · of 
members. 

BAITING REGULATIONS 
As a result of a deputation, consisting of 

Messrs. Newman, Edgecombe and the secre
tary, which waited on the Under-Secretary 
for Agriculture regarding the regulations for 
the baiting of vines against fruit fly, the 
union was successful in having currants, sul
tanas, and most varieties of wine grapes ex
.empted from the baiting regulations. Door 
.classification of fruit was taken up with the 
Dried Fruits Board, certain proposals for the 
,control of classification being placed before 
the board. As a result, the board held a con
ference with the dried fruit packers, who In
formed the board that they had decided to 
.employ one man to do the classifying and that 
provision would be made for an adjudicator in 
rile case of dispute. This scheme was put 
into operation last season, and, although not 
.entirely satisfactory, was a decided advance
ment over the practice in other years. \'\T1th 
a view to overcoming some of the unsatisfac
tory points, the committee had made arrange
ments through the Dried Fruits Board for a 
conference with the packers to be held in Sep
tember, d1e growers having the right to ap
point three representatives. It was intended to 
hold special public meetings of growers in the 
near future to discuss this matter and elect 
representatives to the conference. 

MONTHLY SALES REPORTS 
During the year the dried fruit agents failed 

to issue monthly sales reports, as agreed upon. 
'This matter was taken up with them and the 
:assistance of the Dried Fruits Board sought, 
with ~he res~lt that the reports were agam 
"being issued. The carriage of fruit by rail to 
:Kalgoorlie and the alleged damage to fruit in 
:transit were discussed with the Railway De
·partment, and better arrangements were ex
-pected next season. 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

Station 5RM 
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p.m. (South Australian Time) every 
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Oversea Sales and Market Reports 
and other items of interest to Dried 

Fruit Growers. 
Wave Length, 353 Metres. 
Frequency, 850· Kilocycles. 

Regist'd. Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaide. 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berrl, S.A. 

GENERAL 

Cheaper manure·s, a co-operative packing 
house, and a saving in premiums by insurance 
through the union were also dealt with, the 
report continued. A matter requiring con
sideration was the bad state of fresh fruit mat:
keting and the incoming committe·e should 
give this matter their attention. Among other 
matters that engaged the attention of the 
committee were the control of traffic on the 
main Gingin Road, the appointment of inspec
tors at packing houses, the price to be paid for 
wine grapes, and the collection of information 
regarding the method of handling and packing 
dried fruits in California . 

The report was adopted. The balance-sheet 
and auditors' report showing a balance in hand 
of £58 were also adopted. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
The election of officers resulted as follows: 

Chairman, Mr. A. Brammall; secretary, Mr. L. 
N. Hasluck; committee, Messrs. Duff, Francis, 
Kerruish, Edgecombe, Turkich, Bauke, Stone, 
Zekulich, Pervan, Anderson, Thorne, Sharman, 
Ham, Kraljevich and Seman. 

r · ~~ · _;it ......... l 

A classic brevity on the activities of 
Mr. Chamberlain reminiscent of the 
days when British colonels went into ac
tion with a wa~king stick. 

The N.S.W. Diggers' "Reveille'' 
gleaned -this from the original publica-
tion. 
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MUSCATElS, SEASON 1939 
The prices for new season's muscatels have 

been fixed by the Board of Management as 
follows: First quality, in fancy boxes, one box, 
l-Ib., per dozen 15/6; one box, ±-lb., per 
dozen, 9/3. First quality, in cartons, one 
box, I -lb., per dozen, 14/6; one box, f-Ib. 
per dozen, 8/6. 6-Crown, in cartons, one 
box, 1-lb., per dozen, 13/-; one box, !-lb., per 
dozen, 7/6. 

No prices have been fixed for bulk musca
tels, dessert or table raisins, agents being free 
to arrange their own price in accordance with 
the sample of fruit available, but buyers must 
not handle supplies other than A.D.F.A. 

II 

LABOR SAVING IN FROST 
PREVENTION 

The Cleaning Up Process 

EXPERIMENTS AT RED CUFFS 
Those who are unfortunate enough t'o be 

faced with the need of using oil to combat 
frost dangers will appreciate any means of 
avoiding the unnecessary distribution, and 
clearing up after the frost risks are over. 

Tests were made at Red Cliffs last year with 
the idea of t:rying out the efficiency of hanging 
the pots on the trellis all the year round, thus 
eliminating the filthy job of any further hand
ling of oil except to replenish after burning. 

Handles were made of No. 10 wire, and 
later of No. 8, which has more spring. Tbe 
bends were made for the round pots with the 
handle prot'ruding into the interior about 1 f 
inches and going slightly upwards, so that, 
when the lid was put on the handle would 
spring open and return into position so that 
a turn made just above the lid would 
hold the lid on against wind and knocks from 
implements, 

It was found in practice that the best place 
to hang the pots was next to a trellis post on 
the middle (if possible) or top wire to avoid 
knocks when cultivating or grape-hoeing. It 
did not interfere with picking, and in the 
pruning se·ason the pulling-out' of the prunings 
did not cause any loss. The square shaped pot 
with the sliding lid was found to ·be more 
suited for the practice as a simple handle did 
not intrrfere with the lid, and if a pot was 
bumped the firmly fixed lid did not allow any 
loss of oil. 

For the purpose of placing out in the dark, 
the pots should hang opposite the spot where 
they are to be placed in the row. This in
volv-es hanging near the centre of a bay, against 
a vine and the small loss from contact with 
implements is negligible. A trial was made 
in regard to the time taken to go along the 
rows, take the pots off the wire and light them 
-a seat having be-en prepared after the previ
ous working of the land. The trial proved that 
there was ample time to get around and light 
enough pots to check any fall that was taking 
place. The eliminating of the work of put
ting them down for the night on the chance 
of a burn and the·n having to put the unburnt 
pots on the wire again is worth the trial. 

Another point of value is that the pots are 
not standing on the ground during irrigations 
and deterioration is minimised. Also the land 
can be worked and the weeds kept down, de
pending on the burning to offset any extra loss 
of warmth through disturbing the surface. 
Spraying operations do not involve the mov111g 
of pots-i11 short, the pots are filled and hung 
up and there is no more to do until there is ac· 
tual danger. It is possible that several years of 
freedom from dangerous frosts might occUr 
and no labor would be involved. With the 
method of taking in, and putting out the fol
lowing season, much uru:lecessary and dirty 
labor is performed. A trial of this use of 
handles is recommended. 

PERSONAL 
The chairman of the A.D.F.A., Mr. H. D. 

Howie, has recently returned from an official 
visit to New Zealand. Certain trading de
velopments in the Domip.ion have given the 
Board of M;q~.agcment some concern and Mr. 
Howie was deputed to make personal contact 
with a v1ew of obtaining :first-hand informa
tion concerning reports that have been made, 
particularly in regard to the operations and 
scope of a newly established packing company 
to process dried fruits in the Dominion. 
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"LET'S CALL A 
MEETING 

The following report of a meeting of 
growers in California is of interest and 
reminds us of tbc story by the late C. J. 
DeGaris, relating some of tbe earlier days 
of the affairs in this industry. A man had 
his head bent in fatally. At the inquest 
evide·nce showed that he had a most ex
traordinarily thin skull, whereupon the 
coroner exonerated all concerned f,rom 
any blame on the grounds that a man 
with such a tender skull should ne1-'C1' 

have go11e to .an A.D.F.A. meeting. -The 
report, and comme-nts, states:-
"The raisin producer opposition to selling 

the raisin surplus pool for stock feed held a 
mass meeting in Fresno on Thursday night of 
last week, which developed into a first-class 
Roman-holiday for the opponents of the raisin 
prorate's program. While in excess of a thous
and persons were present, and while such a 
group of raisin producers should obviously have 
opportunity to express opinion either for or 
against whatever is going on in the matter ol 
their product, it is unfortunate that the meet
ing was so disorderly that even R. L'. Mille'r, 
manager of the Raisin Proration Association, 
was driVen from the platform by boos and 
catcalls and unable to make himself heard 
over the loud-speaker system. Others were 
prevented from speaking by similar boisterous 
conduct. All of which does not present a 
programme and it seems obvious from the 
numerous disorderly expressions .around the 
hall that no programme was in mind, except 
that they did not want the one that was being 
proceeded with. 

"A delegation from the meeting waited 
upon a meeting of the State Prorate Commis
sioners held elsewhere at Fresno that evening 
and pre·sented a demand for the resignation ot 
the State Commission, the raisin programme 
committee and the suspension of operations of 
the raisin proration programme. It is not en
tirely unlooked for that there should be de
mand for some different and other process of 
operating the State Agricultural Prorate Com
mission. That has not been substantially 
administered, although some of the blame can 
properly be credited to the law itself. 

((The raisin producers thus set up a peculiar 
situation in the conduct of their mass meet
ing Thursday night of last week, because they 
are protesting ·against the sale of the raisins 
in the surplus pool for stock feed, stating that 
they prefer to arrange with the Federal Gov
ernment to buy the raisins at a higher price 
for distribution to reliefees. It is among the 
possibilities that they may not get either out 
of that. If the standard raisins in the sur
plus pool are turned back on the comm~ruai 
market, 1939 raisins are faced with a very de
pressing situation also, it would seem. 

ul'he State Agricultural Prorate Commis
sion as an upshot of this whole situation will 
call an election to select new nominees for the 
raisin prorate zone program committee, which 
was among the demands in resolutions passed 
at the mass meeting in the Fresno Civic Audi
torium. The -5tate COmmission has also m
structed the prorate zone manager to discon
tinue sale from the surplus raisin pool tonnage 
for stock feed pending the election of new 
grower nominees and the possible appointment 
of a new program committee by the· ~ommis
sion. The program· committee's decision to 
put the surplus raisin pool into the stock feed 
outlet led to the petitioners protesting and 
brought about the growers' Fresno mass meet
ing. 

"E. L. Markell, in c·harge in this district of 
the Federal triple A operations, pOints out to 
raisin producers there is nothing to be 'gained 
and a gre·at deal to be lost by following any 
other procedure than the elimination of the 
raisin surplus that is definitely in excess of 
the amount that can be disposed of in regular 
commercial channels at reasonable prices to 
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VICTORIAN DRIED 
FRUITS BOARD 

Various Matters Discussed 
At the meeting of the Board hdd in Mel

bourne on July 7, the chairman reported that 
it was intended to prosecute a Melbourne firm 
for purchasing unprocessed prunes. 

COMPLAINTS ABOUT CLASSING 
Serious complaints having been received 

about the classing of fruit at certain packing 
houses in the Nyah-Woorinen districts, the 
secretary was instructed to inform the pack
ing house owners that the classing was not 
satisfactory, and that the question of renew
ing the classers' license next season would 
have to be carefully considered. 

QUESTION OF FURTHER PLANTING 
Advice was received from the New South 

Wales Board regarding the question of further 
planting in areas under the control of inde
pendent Water Trusts which were not under 
the jurisdiction of the Irrigation Commission. 
It was decided to acquaint the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association of the position, with 
a view to having the case of the industry 
placed before the· permanent committee deal
ing with the use of the Murray River waters. 
It was also decided to ask the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association to discuss the question of 
obtaining an agreement between packers not 
to f!nance new land. 

REQUEST FROM RED CLIFFS 
To a request from the Red Cliffs branch of 

the Australian Dried Fruits Association, sub
mitted through Mr. Davey, for a conference 
regarding grading, it was decided that' the 
branch should be informed that the Board 
had already decided to hold a representative 
conference later on in the year, and that the 
question of dehydration facilities at packing 
houses would be discussed at this conference. 

SMALL PRUNES 
In connection with a suggestion from New 

South Wales that the regulation eliminating 
small prunes and restricting the varieties foJ; 
canning should not be proceeded with, the 
Board decided to defer the question until fur-:
ther information was available. In the 
meantime, the selling agents would be asked 
for their opinion, and the New South Wales 
·Prune Growers' Union would be requested tO 
supply figures regarding the sale of prunes 
over a number of years. 

The Consultative Committee having raised 
the question of whether export credit should 
be given for prunes used in jam making, the 
Board decided that provided the prunes could 
be grade'd under the regulations, export credit 
should be allowed. 

The chairman and members of the Board 
congratulated Mr. Rawlings on his ·election as 
chairman of the Mildura District Council of 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association, the 

·opinion being expressed that he would proVe 
. a worthy successor to the late Mr. A. L. John
ston. 

"'"''''''''''""'""'''""'"''""""'''"""'"'""'""""""'""'"'"'""'"'• 

, producers. Federal Government representa
: tives of the Commodity Credit Corporation 
and triple A are criticising the grOWer mass 
meeting movement that has held up" the sur
plus pool disposal of 193 8 crop raisins into 
non-commercial channels and consider this a 
serious threat to the future situation. The 
Fede·ral Government will be disinterested m 
assisting new crop raisin stabilisation proposals 
financially, if growers continue to act in the 
way they have been doing, it is indicated." 

Dried Fruits for Distillation 
Just as we go to press, we have been inform

ed that the :Minister has decided not t..J per
mit the use, during 1939, of dried fruit for 
the production Of spirit for fortifying wme 
eligible for b6untjr under the Wine Export 
Bounty Act 1934. 

MR. H. R. SLOAN TO 
RETIRE 

We are informed by the chairman of direc
tors of the Red Cliffs Co-operative Co., 11r. 
F. W. P. Hammet, that the manager of the 
company, Mr. H. R. Sloan, has decided to re
tire at the end of August. To the many 
friends of Mr. Sioan throughout the industry 
it is known that he came from retirement to 
help the young Red Cliffs Co-operative through 
a very difficult "growing pain," and at a time 
when many considered that there was a pos
sibility of the company getting into extreme 
difficulties. The directors, in this vital penod 
of re-organisation, were_ able to prevail upon 
him to stay temp9rarily with the harassed 
company. They have had- him "temPorarily" 
for the past twelve years-the reason being, 
need it be said-that he became infatuated 
with !he rapidly growing "child" and it be
came a difficult matter to leave it even when 
it had passed frcm adolescence to maturity. 
A stage that is has reached when, today it is 
on~ of the outstanding monuments to the 
value of real co-operation among primary pro..: 
ducers, and also a lasting tribute to the sound 
financial guidance of H. R. Sloan. 

MR. H. R. SLOAN 

It is with regret that this long and vital 
connection is to be broken officially, due to 
the indifferent health of Mr. Sloan, and his 
need for a well deserved rest and relaxation. 
Growers will say a sincere, "thanks for services 
rende·red" at a send-off shortly to be held, and 
in this, the official journal of the industry, 1t 
is also expressed, with an appreciation of the 
part Mr. Sloan has taken in the interests of the 
industry. 

MR. McGLASSON'S WORK 
Mr. F. McGlasson, who 

is to take over the man
agement of the company, 
is well known in the in
dustry as the manager of 
the highly successful 
Berri Co-operative Union, 
which is known in South 
Australia as a model of 
co-operative effort. He is 
also the chairman of Mur
ray Wholesalers, the buy
ing company for the co-
operatives in the industry. Mr-. F. McGiasso,n 

Mr. McGlasson has recently returned from 
a London conference Of Overseas Farmers' Co~ 
operative, the London selling agents for its 
associated co-operatives in Austr:alia, New 
Zealand and South Africa, which he attended 
jn his capacity of director of the Australian 
Producers' Co-opeiative Federation, a compon
ent of Overseas Farmers. As a member of 
the executive- ·of Co--operated Dried Fruits 
Sales, Mr. McGlasson, who was an actxve 
grower ·before· taking over the Berri company 
at a difficult period, is well informed on all 
phases of the industry. 
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IRRIGATION IN SOUTH AFRICA 
Potentialities of Immense Scheme 

"No irrigation scheme can ever pay for itself any more than can the dykes of 
Holland. The Government has practically adopted the principle of subsiclising 
major irrigation schemes by 7 5 per cent., which will be written off at the 
start, not the end, of the schemes." 

This was the arresting statement made by Colonel Deneys Reitz, Minister of 
Lands in the Union Government in 1933. when he was propounding the scheme. 
It is of great interest to irrigationists here, havmg regard to the history ot the 
various schemes in this country. It is also of greater interest to consider the 
scheme as it can affect the increased production of dried fruits. 

In 19 3 3 the first sod was turned in the 
scheme designed to re-habilitate men who had 
lost crops, beasts-and hope-in years of 
seemingly endless droughts. The blight oi 
"poor whiteism'' was spreading, a maJOr 
tragedy in under the conditions of Ia·bor in the 
Union. The aim of harnessing the Vaal 
River was to place 2000 families on 50,000 
morgen (approximately 112,000 acres) o.t 
land, irrigated by gravitation from storage 
dams 4 50 feet above the territory to be set:
tled. 

The maJority of the· plots are 30 morgen m 
extent, but with the development of the richer 
soils they will probably be reduced to 20 
morgen. On each plot 10 morgen are cleared 
of large trees and boulders by the Govern
ment, it being left to the settler to further 
clear and prepare the land for planting. Cer
tain implements and stock are supplied, a large 
proportion of the stock being the basis of de
velopment of dairying, and it is possible that 
dairying will be one of the main industries 
in the scheme. 

THE RETICULATION SYSTEM 
Today the work on the main system is near

ing completion. Open viaducts, capable of 
discharging 1000 cubic feet of water a sec
ond, run in three directions from the diversion 
weir, being taken in two places, through hills, 
in mile long tunnels into which lorries drive 
with workmen and materials. And then, to 
the feeder canals, of which there are twenty, 
each about a mile and a half apart. The soils 
are easily built up to a high state of fertility 
and do not accumulate alkaline salt-one of 
the disadvantages -of most irrigation schemes. 

FEATURES OF SETTLEMENT 
CONDITIONS 

Selection of applicants for settlement is made 
;by a committee of control, preference being 
given to men of good health and temperate 
·habits. Each applicant must be vouched for 
·by a number of responsible· peJple. The 
housing system is regarded as heing just as im
portant as the engineering development of the 
land. The houses which contain two or three 
'bedrooms, with provision for extension, are 
constructed of concrete brick specially de
signed to mee·~ climatic conditions (similar to 
that of Southern Queensland). 

Since April last these houses have been com
pleted at a rate of one a day. About 3 0 
gangs of builders and carpenters work along 
the line of houses in much the same way as 
the workers in a motor car assembly plant. In 
a little over a year 220 houses have been com
pleted. 

SELF SUl'PORT 
The basis of the scheme is self support. 

The probationary lessee, if married, receives £3 
a month, with 12/6 for each child resident 
and dependent - with a maximum of £5 for 
the first six months of occupation, after 
which the allowance is halved. An unmar
ried man receives £2 per month for six 
months. After this the settlers have to live 
on what they can produce. The limit of 
probation is five years after which any who 
have failed have to go. 

The scheme is not designed for settling im
migrants. South Africa has too many small 
farmers and landholders needing rehabilitation. 
It is hoped that, with the development of 
sirriilar schemes in Natal, the Transvaal, and 
the Cape that the drift from the land to the 
towns may be checked. With this as the 
main purpose of the policy every effort is be
ing made to make available the amenities of 
city life, all forms of recreation are catered 
for, even to the extent of grass fairways on 
the golf courses. 

The immensity of the scheme can be judged 
from the expenditure of over £4,000,000 be
fore the end of this year. The economics ot 
it are possibly subsidary to the· main purpose 
of the urgent need to give a reasonable living 
to those white settlers who have been the 
victims of arid areas, similar to those in our 
country, which has ruined many good me·n. 

THE EFFECT OF THE SCHEMES 
The basis of the plan, the conditions of ten

ure, and the attitude of both settlers and the 
controlling authorities in regard to what is 
produced and how it is marketed must be the 
dominating factor for- success or failure of the 
scheme. Every man on the land has learned 
that it is easier 'to produce than to sell at pro
fit commensurate with commitments. 

If the -production of dried fruits are part of 
this immense programme· it is a matter for 
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concern, not only to us, but to all engaged in 
this form of production. The trend the 
r.he precedent of the Californian and Greek 
administrations which are definitely adopting 
a programme of restriction of output with a 
view to rehabilitating price on the worlds mar
kets. In face of this we can anticipate that 
there is no serious intention on the part of the 
South African authorities to unduly develop 
this form of production. In fact the terms 
of tenure and the allowances to date preclude 
the establishment of dried fruits areas. This 
with the incidence of rainfall, six-tentllS of 
which falls in the months of January-March 
make the harvesting of dried fruits (vine) a 
very dangerous undertaking. 

The development of such a scheme in the 
Cape territory might be a possibility, but at 
the moment there is fto· indication of this, and 
with the recent organisation of the dried 
fruits industry in the Union on a sounder mar
keting basis, it might be anticipated that a 
very careful survey will be made of the mar
keting future before any drastic action is 
taken. 

Note:-A considerable portion of this article 
is based on a report in •'The London Times" to 
which organ due acknowledgeme-nt is made. 
(Ed. "Dried Fruits News"), 

DRIED FRUITS FOR 
DISTILLATION 

In the last issue of the Dried Fruits News 
it was reporte·d that, as a result of a confer
ence held in Adelaide between the Winemakers~ 
Association and represeritative·s of the 
A.D.F.A., the chairman of the Winemakers' 
Association had undertaken to make favorable 
recommendations to the Federal Viticultural 
Council at its meeting held on June 12. The 
following telegram has now been received:-

"Resolution was adopted at meeting of 
the Federal Viticultural Council that the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association be ad
vised that the Coun·cil is grateful to the As
sociation for its offer of co-operation m the 
disposal of surplus grapes both fresh and 
dried, but that in view of the large stocks 
of both wine and spirit, the Council can
not recommend the us·e o:f dried fruit for 
distillation purposes for fortification of pre
sent wine or 1949 vintage. The Council 
further resolved to give every assistance to 
the A.D.F.A. to induce the Federal Gov
ernment' to encourage the use of dried fruit 
S]:Jirit for industrial and scientific purpoSes 
by the grant of a preferential duty there
on." 
This refusal by the central body to accept 

the proposals makes a difficult problem of the 
disposal of sub-type fruit, which is so much 
in evidence this season. The matter is one 
for concern, as the promise of assistance, while 
appreciated as a ge·sture, can have faint hope 
of any tangible v::alue. 
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THE STATISTICAL POSITION 
LITTLE ALTERATION IN MAIN CROP 

Present Ruling Rates Should Continue 
The seasonal setback early in the year gave growers a bad start for 1939-
the only consolation being the hope of firmer markets due to the immediate 
rise for 1938 sultanas and the sound stock position. Great hopes were enter
tained of a bouyant market for the new season's fruits, and it is somewhat 
disappointing to find that this anticipation has not eventuated in the United 
Kingdom, particularly with regards to our important sultana crop. 

Notwithstanding the present position, there 
is no reason to believe that it can last for long. 
The statistical position is sound even if good 
crops, due for harvesting in September, are the 
rule in the northern hemisphere. In the event 
of any partial failure to these the position 
should harden and in this respect it is of m
terest to note a few of the somewhat conflict
ing reports to hand. 

CALIFORNIA 
California has safely passed through the 

frost dangers and reports full crops, the com
plete production of which might be menaced 
to some extent by leaf roller moths wh1ch 
affect the bunches. A grasshopper host is 
moving down the valley toward the vine 
areas. The pro-rate policy, though receiving 
a mixed and stormy passage, is to be contin
ued. There is a seasonal weakening of price& 
and the market is quiet, and the 50,000 tons 
control surplus held for stock food is causing 
some concern, growers are against its use for 
this purpose and 'the Pro-rate Committee has 
stopped further sales in this direction for the 
while. 

Another difficulty is to devise a means of 
treating the fruit so that it is fit for stock 
and yet unfit for human consumption. Dis
tributors complain that the system of distri
bution of surplus foods to relief purposes wa~ 
making dangerous inroads on ordinary sales, 
but it had been altered by means of a stamp 
system, which it is hoped will not interfere 
with usual consumption. 

SMYRNA AND GREECE 
Reports from Smyrna indicate a heavy crop 

-80,000 short tons being mentioned, as com
pared with 70,000 tons last year. The five
year average is 64,000 tons. London Press re~ 
ports of a fortnight ago state that a tornado, 
accompanied by hailstones of great size falling 
continuously for an hour, devastated tOe 
farms of 18 villages and brought ruin to 
some 6000 growers. However, this is consid
ered an exaggerated report and, so far, has 
had no effect on the market; but there is no 
doubt that some considerable damage has re
sulted. 

Negotiations are proceeding on the Turko
German agreement for 1939, and it is antici
pated that some business will be done, al
though not to the extent of last year (63,000 
tons) and that more than 10,000 tons of this 
fruit will find its way to London. 

Early reports from Greece indicated an m
crease of 9000 tons of sultanas over last year, 
but later official information states that bad 

weather has been experienced in the Zante 
currant area, and great concern is also felt 1ll 

the sultana district as to the effect of the rain, 
where damage up to 2 5 per cent. is reported. 

NO INCENTIVE TO STOCK 
The·se factors, whilst of interest, can have 
little real bearing on the present dull market. 
The question might be asked as to why the 
fruit is not moving freely in view of the 
stock position. The reason is that the political 
situation still casts a shadow over all markets 
and is a great deterrent to any enterprise or 
optimism. The trade is also waiting for some 
clarification of what action the Government 
will take in the event of war, and it is hoped 
that some declaration of policy will be made 
very shortly in view of the increasing tension 
particularly in regard to war risk insurance 
on spot stock. At present it is impossible to 
insure against destruction by bombs, and 
buyers feel that, without some protection it 
is unsound to stock large quantities of fru1t, 
which might' quite· conceivably be destroyed 
before they have an opportunity of selling. 
There is no incentive to stock for speculation 
as, under the War Profiteering Act, all profits 
will be carefully checked. 

SALES TO OTHER MARKETS 
Sales to other markets are well ahead, and 

this quick turnover is of immense value to 
the industry in the return of outlay and sav
ing of interest charges, insurance, etc. 

The fact that Canada takes practically the 
whole of her requirements within the .first 
few months of the season-cash on shipment 
-is an important one, when it is cons1dered 
that in London, where the market takes the 
fruit as required, a ton of fruit stored for 12 
months e·ats up 52/- in storage charges alone. 
Some of the features in regard to the sev .ral 
fruits are of interest. 

SULTANAS 
The Commonwealth deliveries to date are 

high, 6557 tons as at June 30, compared with 
493 3 tons at even date last year. Six thousand 
five hundred and fifty-seven tons is a big pro
portion of the total Commonwealth requ1rr
ments from A.D.F.A.-over the three yc.~rs, 
1935-37, it has averaged 7570 tons. The 
smaller crop will be helped by the fact that 
a larger percentage will be sold in the home 
market, 19 per cent. is the present release as 
against i2! -per ce:nt. last year. The incidence 
of the higher Commonwealth returns will thus 
be felt more. Sales to Canada will reach 
16,000 tons of all fruits, about 13,000 tons 
being sultanas. At' time of writing, August 

1, sales in London are slow, and are not at 
prices that we hoped for. This is due to a 
Hcareful" policy by buyers, concerned with 
the political situation, and with the approach 
of the new season's harvest in competitoi" 
countries. However, the fruit must go into 
consumption, and it would not be surprising 
to see a renewed wave of buying similar to 
that which took place after a recent slack 
period. It is pleasing to note that the lower
grade fruit is reported to be superior to that 
~nticipated by the trade. The general pur
port of the comment is that the packing 
house·s have done a good job with this fruit. 
Price ranges are as follows: Plain, 34-36, and 
1 crown, 37/; 2 cr., 3 8/, 40/; 3 cr., 40;, 
43/; 4 cr., 43/, 54/; and up to 60/ for spec
ials, ex-wharf. The Turkish opinion of for
ward values, for September shipment, inch
cates a strong confidence in the position-27 / 
to 36/ for a range of 1-4 crown, small c.i.£., 
to which must be added the £10/10/ duty 
and certain other charges. The trade, how
ever, is _showing no interest in these quotes at 
the moment. Now that we are faced with 
having to sell a greater proportion of our 
crops in competition with the coming foreign 
new season's than would have been the C"ase 
had the market been active, we can expect a 
steadier offtake than might' have been the 
rule. w.e can hope that, with the reports o.i 
damage to these crops, our pack in the lower 
grades will be more competitive than would 
be the case were the fruit competing with 
the outstanding quality earlier promised. 
Sales to New Zealand and the East are well 
advanced, about 3000 tons having been taken 
to date. 

CURRANTS 
The better quality of this pack must mean 

a lot to currant growers, especially when hav
ing regard to the effect of the rains in Greece, 
which are reported to have caused a lot of 
damage. However, whether it will affect the 
market in view of the large tonnage that is 
denatured by Greece, remains to be seen. The 
opening rates, mostly for West Australian, 
were excellent, as compared with last year's, 
but unfortunately the trade has not been in
terested to any eXtent, at the early prices, and 
now that' a revision has been made to lower 
rates which are averaging 28/ to 29/, a more 
definite interest has taken place. These prices 
are somewhat disappointing, but are beyond 
our control, as is indicated. The Export 
Board London agency reports for May 2 5 and 
July 20 tell the story-237 tons at £34/12/4 
average, and 1199 tons at' £28/9/7 average, 
respectively. Of course·, the fact 'that Greece 
has practically sold out is a big help, and we 
might anticipate further good sales until the 
arrival of their new crop now being quoted 
forward at 25/ c.i.f. 

Commonwealth deliveries are well ahead o:t 
last )rear, 2421 tons as compared with 1534 
-the average for the past three years being 
approximately 3300 tons. The rise policy has 
had an effect in this instance similar to that 
in sultanas. Sales to other markets are satlS
factory ind as they are on a cash on shipment 
basis, they will materially help the quicker re
turns already gained from the Australian sales. 
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LEXIAS 
This fruit is not moving out as. fast as 

could be wished-the London sales at around 
£50 are for mostly high grades-£42 appears 
to be the rate for the lowe·r grades. The slow
ness of sales is no doubt due to the same con
ditions as those affecting other fruit-also 
there are conflicting reports as to quality and 
size of the Spanish crops available for export. 
Weather conditions have modified the earlier 
reports of big crops of good quality, and it 
would appear, t'hat the vines, through lack o± 
care and fertilisers over the last few years are 
not standing up to the conditions. Later re
ports state that very dry conditions have pre
vailed and the fruit will be small. 

The true position should now be known, 
and must soon be reflected in the market. We 
should not anticipate too optimistically in re
gard to this fruit. Commonwealth sales are 
going very slowly, as by arrangement with 
the trade, lexias were quoted firm for this 
year. The figures are: Deliveries to June 30, 
948 tons; to June 30, 1938, 2666 tons. The 
three years, 1935-37, average Commonwealth 
consumption of A.D.F.A. being approximately 
3000 tons. The 1938 offtake by the trade 
was a record, being some 700 tons in excess 
of the previous year, and this might account 
to some extent for the slow sales, as it is pos
sible that a fair amount of the 1938 frwts 
was carried over by buyers. The release for 
the Commonwealth is 50 per cent. on a crop 
of approximately 7000 tons, compared with 
40 per cent. last year. A feature of this crop 
from an economic standpoint is its compara
tive immunity from damage, frost or disease 
seldom affect it, and in a season like the one 
just passed, the lexia helped to pull many set
tlers through. This fact is borne out by a 
survey of the yearly average crops and grades 
which have not altered to any extent, apart 
from the e·ffect of sales to wineries in some 
years. Growers would be wise to retain their 
acreages of this fruit-this is stated in view 
of it having been noted that several patches 
have recently been grubbed out. 

SUMMARY 
There is little alteration in the position of 

the main crop-the present rates ruling, de
spite reportS of good crop prospects in other 
countries, should continue, with the· possi
bility of some improvement should the several 
dangers from natural conditions reported, 
eventuate. The London average realisations 
around the £40 mark .are satisfactory and 
economic. The value of organisation is ex
emplified when it' is appreciated that our sys
tem is generally satisfactory to the trade, and 
enables us to place 75 per cent. of the Com
monwealth requirements into first hands for 
cash within a few months of harvest. The 
same applies and to a greater extent, with the 
Canadian and New Zealand sales. The whole 
at a price fixed by the industries, up to the 
full value of the fruit. The savings in m
terest and other charges in the aggregate, go 
a long way to offset the administrative costs, 
and in addition to the tremendous stabilising 
factor that it engenders in the ability to hold 
these prices. The useful payments from the 
large 193 8 crop made recently were a help in 
offsetting the lower returns of this year. 

The currant position alters but little. It 
might be anticipated that our good quality 
pack will enable us to be more competitrve 
right through the season, and not have to face 
the lower value that ruled for the latter part 
of the poorer quality 1938 pack, which got as 
low as £24 London. 

In recent demonstrations of the value oi 
eliminating· the adventitious shoots was so ob
vious that growers should not hesitate to fol
low the practice:._pruning is simplified, 
earlier ripening and better fruit results, and 
the picking costs are considerably lessened. 

Lexias with the present production figures, 
are sound, even with the return of the Spanish 
fruit to the markets we ca:n anticipate that: 
the developments in the seeding trade will 
overcome that "end of the season" dumping 
that has often been forced on us. However, 
there is danger in -a.ny further changing over 
from other varieties: 

"WARATAH" Brand for 
The Man on the Land 

"Waratah" Products are 100% Australian from the Iron Ore to the Fence. 

Keep Australian workmen employed. An as
sured home consumption is your best market. 

Australians consume 60% of the total pri
mary production of the Commonwealth. 

A week's work for four Australian work
men is created every time a mile of Australian 
Netting is sold. 

THEREFORE 

Specify 'W aratah' Brand 
WIRE NETTING 

TYEASY FENCE WIRE 
HINGED JOINT FENCE 

STAR STEEL FENCE POSTS 
BARBED WIRE 

ETC., ETC. 
-And See You Get It-

Sold by all leading Storekeepers. 

MAOE AT NEWCASTLE (N.S.W.) FROM 
B.H.P. STEEL BY 

RYLANDS BROS. (A11St.) PTY. LTD. 
HEAD OFFICE: 422 Lit. Collins St., Melbourne 

Rylands Stand Behind .Their Products 

Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committee's Report 
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The following report of the activities of the 
committee was submitted by the chairman 
to the meeting of the committe·e:-

OFFICERS' ITINERARIES 
Mr. Rumble conducted an exhibit at 

the Pastrycooks' Exhibition in the Syd
ned Town Hall, and returned via Lhe 
Hume Highway, attending to shops and 
schools en route. For the last few months of 
last year, Mr. Matthews was engaged in the 
north-west and north of Victoria. Mr. 
Rumble has now left on an itinerary em
bracing towns through Gippsland to Sydney, 
where he will conduct the exhibit at the Syd
ney Show. Mr. Matthews has be·en sent 
through the south-west of Victoria to Ade':' 
laide, from where he will return via Service
ton and Ararat. For the information of the 
committee, a copy of the present itineraries 
for these two officers was submitted. 

DISPLAY MATERIAL 
The raisin bread leaflets have been re

printed as the stock was exhausted. A diet 
book has also bee·n produced with a spec1al 
section each for women, children, and ath~ 
Ietes. 

The publicity officers report that they re
ceive constant enquiries for cookery books, 
and as this statement is supported ·by a gen
eral widespread demand for a publication 
similar to the New Sunshine Cookery Book 
which has been discontinued for the last two 
years, steps have been taken to draft a new 
cookery book omitting most of the features 
extraneous to dried fruits. In this connec
tion, the services of the Inspector of Domestic 
Arts Schools (Miss R. Evans), Department of 
Education, have heen enlisted in checking the 
recipes. 

GENERAL ADVERTISING 
Window displays have bee'n continued in 

all the capital cities, and tram and railway 
posters have been exhibited in Sydney and 
Melbourne. 

CONFERENCE WITH PUBLICITY 
OFFICERS 

A conference was held with the 
publicity officers regarding . the year's 
work. Various suggestions were made 
by them to improve it and, as a result, 
it is intended to stage exhibits at more coun
try shows, if possible, as it has been proved 
from experience that this is a very valuable 
medium of publicity. Their suggestion t'o 
conduct a public display of the films during 
the evening at each . centre they visit was 
adopted, as it was considered that this would 
interest the adult population in addition to 
the school children, who are already catered 
for. The Postmaster-General•s Department 
kindly loaned a supporting film and negoti
ations are being entered into with several 
firms with Australian-wide connections -to see 
if they would be willing to pay for the exhi
bition of a small film dealing with their iri.
dustry. It was considered that an industrial 
film would be a better supporting film than 
the cype of film prevously used for this pur
pose, whilst, at the same time, it may be pos
sible by this means to reduce the expense in 
connection with the hiring of halls. 

FOR FARMERS ONLY 
A farmer knocked at the pearly gate, 

His face was scarred and old, 
He stood before the Man of Fate 

For admissi<m to the fold. 
frWhat have you done?" St. Peter asked, 

~rro gain admission here?" 
rrrve been a farmer, sir,'' he said, 

rrfor many and many a year." 
The pearly gate sU'ung open U'ide 

As St. Peter touched the bell. 
nc.ome in," he said frand choose your harp, 

rryou've had ·your taste of hell!" 
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WEST AUSTRALIAN 
DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
At a meeting of the Board, held on July 

21, the deputy chairman (Mr. Hasluck) ocC 
cupied the chair in the absenC'e of Mr. A. H. 
Dickson, who was ill. The meeting was de
voted to routine administrative business. Full 
reports and statements in regard to the_ move
ments in eastern States were received from the 
several authorities dealing with the affairs of 
the industry. Other matters of interest were 
as follow:-

GROWER'S FRillT 
A letter was received from a grower as to 

delay in finalising his 193 8 fruit sold through 
one of the registered dealers. The se_c-retary 
repor~ed that the matter was the sub)ect of 
exchanged correspondence· with London, and 
it was hoped that the final .a.ccount sales 
would be available to all the. dealerS~ grOwers 
shortly. The secretary was instructed tO ~nte 
the dealer· suggesting that the company· should 
notify all its growers, including the one con
"Cerned, as to the position and that' sf:ttle~ent · 
should be effected as early .as possible. 

. A letter was received from a Katanning 
grower desiring to be exempted from the 
treatment of his fruit thrOUgh a registered 
packing shed. The secretary was .. directed to 
forward the ne.cessary repl)r . to the grower_ 
concerned. , 

THESIS ON 'GRAPES 
ConSideration .was_ given to ~ request by a 

·university student fOr . infofmation · ,jrt ·_this 
connection, and the secretary was iD.Strhcted 
to inform the person concerned as to the pub
Iicatioris most suitable fOr the purpose. 

SUGGESTED AMENDMENT OF LEGIS
LATION AND DRAF.T REGULATIONS 

The secretary submitted to the Boai-d a 
copy of a letter which had been addressed to 
the Under Secretary for Agriculture, ··also one 
sent to the Consultative Committee of Dried 
Fruits Boards, setting out the Board's wishes 
as to amending the present ~ct ap.d revising 
certain regulations under ·distinctive headings. 
Approval was given to the suggestion that 
the regulations should be amended to.- provide 
for classifying as wa-'s in the Act. In connec
tion with pOV[ers of inspection of machinery, 
etc., it wa,s 'dtemed advisable to await the in
formation ··frdm the .-Consultative Committee 
before the pieparation' of regulations in this 
connection, .ind it was decid~d to defer fur
ther consideration until next meeting. · 

It was thought that ~ection 34 (I) • (F.F•) 
in the W.A. Act provided for re·gulatiOiiS ·_t;e;:., 
garding dra:wback fruit and this was alsO de-· 

'£erred until next meeting. 

l'UBLICITY 
It was reported that a quantity of cookery 

books and publicity matter had· been received 
from the Dried Fruits Publicity Com,m:ittee; 
also that copies of ·the· Cookery B9ok .were 
heing asked for. · 

THE AUSTRALIAN DRlED F.RUITS NEWS, AUGUS;T 14, 1939 

1938 VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT 

It was stated that the 1938 Voluntary 
Agreement, as between the A.D.F.A. and all 
of the W.A. registered dealers, had now been 
finalised. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PACK 

It was decided that the registered agents 
should be asked to supply the _prOgress of the 
pack of dried vine fruits in Western Australia 
to the end o-f July. At the· same time, they 
should be asked if the . whole of the 19 3 9 
growers' frult had been received into the pack~ 
ing h-ouses, and if so, the board would like a 
list of all growers. and the quantity·· of fruit 
produced, e·specially- irt view ~f the fact that 
the electoral roll of growers for , the 1939 
election of the Boar'd members ·~ould shortly 
have tO be prepared and only those growers 
pr<?ducing fruit for the 'cuirent year could be 
included.-' 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,;,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,., .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,, 

_,_, 

THE STOIC 

;,..,-

OBITUARY 

The Late Harry Showell 
The death of the late Mr. Showell breaks a 

long and valuable conne.cti_on with the indus
try. Coming to Renmark 47 years ago, Mr. 
Showell took up I 0 acres ±rom the Chaffey 
Bros. In 1902, in ?! partnership, he planted 
up a further 100 acr !S of sultanas, and in all, 
he was concerned in the planting up approxi
mately 280 acres of this fruit in the 12 years 
from 1899 to 1911. Sales have reduced this 
tO the 16 5 acre·s held at the time of his death, 
by Harry Showell Ltd. An architect and 
civil engineer, Mr. Show'ell was of an exact 
and experimental. turn of miD.d, -and developed 
a most ahead-of-date property, establishing a 
me-chanically operated hot-dipping plant cap
able of dealing with 800 buckets ap hour.- The 
dried fruits ..industry knows- him best' as the m
ventor of the "Showell" process for the 
eradication of life · :in the processed 
fruit. This was_ developed at a time 
when the problem of the __ fruit deterioration 
was , acute_, and o£ serious· ··concern- to the 
A.D.F.A., which, ifter ._negdtiations with the 
patentee, a'Cquire4, the ~igh~_s ... Of the process for 
the indUstry~ A).though a: cheaper- .and more 
effectiVe method is n~w operating, 'the ~·show
ell" proce-ss, the awmxsmg principle of 
whic~ is, __ ~~~ in use, -Saved a lot Of fruit in th6 
p~rti~_ulatli."J?<\l}rear of its genesis. 

This· gii~\ pion:eer's-< passing is greatly felt 
in- the Renmark disttict$_.,where· he n.ot only 
pioneered .. on _the landra.. but was a valuable 
leade'r in .. pu'bli~:. _affairs. Chairman of the 
IrrigatiOn: Trust'; -~n the Boards of _the_ Packing 
Union, .:Re~ark Hotel (community oWned), 
Renma~~ _Hospital and--~the Settlers' Club, he 
did renia'rkable public servi~e. The Royal 
Geographical Society_ mad~: him._. a Fellow in 
recognition of his· research into p~t"asites on 
the dried fruits ·grub. He also_ invented a 
m;tchine fo~ ble-.gding dried fruits: , -

As s_!ated iii a district euology, Hil.rry 
Showell'-"-of the older school of growers-has 
giVen a servic;e to his fello\vs and the industry 

- that· is an outstanding example to we Of ·the 
- your:tger generiltion. There are still many· of 

~ David ·Harum said: "A reaSOnable amount 
of fleas is good for a dog-it stops him worry
ing about being a dog." 

To those who ha-ve had more than their ...... 
.share .of the- "doWns." in this year of . tr:ia1, 
_When the only solace to the troubled mlD.d is 
that there are others in the same boat. '~nd 
that adversit'y often consolidates and makes 
-friendships, we suggest a long- look. at the 
above-after which study_ Who -can feel that 
they are not of the fortunate? The 'dislria! 
and strik'iD.g caffieo was reproduc;ed in the Nlel
bourne "Truth~"- with- an article by Darrior.. 
Runyon. 

if 

_am. a grower, I often·think:--that wher.eas in the 
hUrry/and bustle, ·''anq perhaps !he, int~lerance 
of ·the younger for th~ old~r; it is 'o_FpO:rtune 

·for us to reirierllber_ that it- ias these- men of 
the type .of" Mr. ~howelf who laid a sound 
foundation: tHat. F:e have l;luilt ._ upop. The 
ind:ustry, -With-~ his hOSts --of 1riends in many 
parts, regret his passing. -~we are the losers, 
and can feel humbly grateful for th€ sefvic:e 
re·ndered .and. the __ ej.am.:ple-- set. . 

Use Mo~e . Citrus:-Scientific experiments 
recently undei-tq_k~l,l find that citrus juices are 
idCal .. chasers" for cons.umers of ardent. spirits. 
This should he:. good news to the fruit juice 
packers and Provide a tremendoUsly increased 
cOi:Sumer 'outlet, it would- seem. 

Aurora· Pa<:king Company Proprietary Ltd. 
. I . , 

NOMINAL CAPITAL ..... . . . . £ 1 oo,opo 
£99.100 PAID·UP CAPITAL .. -... . 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
" ' . PACKING HOU&ES AT# __ 

Irymple (2), Merbein and':ied. Cliffs 
Head Oflice at 5 6_'81 Collip.s Street, Melbourne. ;:; 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society. Union Assurance Society Ltd. 

Cresco Manures 
Harry Johnson's (rrymple) Dip 

London & Lancashire Insur-ance CO. Ltd. 
Sisalkraft, Marino POwer Spray R,I·S.nt. 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites. Aurora for Service 
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