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THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN STATE BOARD 

ANNUAL REPORT SHOWS EXCESS OF 
EXPENDITURE OVER REVENUE 

Valuable Work To Improve Cultural Practices 
The Eleventh Annual Report oHhe Board is of more than ordinary interest to 
growers for several reasons. The satisfaction expressed at the smooth workil\g 
of the door classing system recently introduced, is important. The use of the 
Board's inspectors in connection with publicity work immediately envisages 
possibilities, particularly having regard to the note that illegal trading, though 
at a minimum, needs careful oversight if the position is to be maintained. 

The excellent work in regard to efforts to 
improve production and quality calls for gen
eral appreciation. 

Perhaps the most immediate. reason for 
grower interest is in regard ~o finance. This 
Board, in company with several others, is using 
up reserves. Good av.erage crops over the 
past few years hav~ not been sufficient to bal
ance budgets at the reduced seal¢ of levies, 
and the position will soon have to be faced 
when reserves will have to be furthe£" depleted, 
or levies increased. The general opinion ex
pressed in the several boards' reports, is that 
if the present organisation is to be maintained 
there is little hope. of reducing costs of admin
istration any further. 

The full report embraees- a gr.eat deal Of 
valuable statistical information, but as this is 
not of immediate interest to the average 
grower, we publish only those portions of th-e 
report that are of general interest. This states: 

PRODUCTION 

The total pack of the State for the season 
1939 was:-

Branches in 

All States 

DRIED VINE FRUITS 

Currants .. 
Sultanas .. 
Lexias . . . . 

DRIED TREE FRUITS 

Tons. 
9,599 
9,699 
2,078 

21,376 

Prunes . . . . . . . . . . 378 
Peaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265 
Apricots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1019 
Nectarines . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 
Pears . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201 

1904 

These figures show a substantial reduction 
compared with the pack for the year 1938, 
which was a season of record production of 
28,112 tons, of which 25,095 were dried vine 
fruits. The. explan:ation is that the favorable 
seasonal conditions which were present in th(!· 
peak year were _not experienced in 1939. The 
crop for the season 1939 Was light, and this 
was aggravated by a record heat wave. in the· 
drying season, which caused widespread sun 
scorch in sultanas. This misfortune, which; 
was followed by tOrrential early autumn rains 
throughout_ the Murray Valley, appreciably 
reduced·· the harvest. These adve.rse conditions 

EsTABLISHED 1849 

moreove·r, were reflecte.d in the quality which 
was considered to be lower than that which 
marked the pre.vious ye·ar of plenty. 

The producing States are South Australia, 
Victoria, New, South Wales, and We·stern Aus
tralia. The agg-regate production of these 
States for the year 1939 was 76,524 tons, of 
which 72,923 tons repreSe-nte.d drie(l-;rine' 
fruits, compared with an aggregate of 97,799 
tons in the peak year of 1938. 

PACKING AND PROCESSING 
In order to ensure adequate supervision over 

packing operations, the Dried Fruits Act re
quire.s that all packing house·s must be regis
tered by the Board annually. For the conven
ience of growers, packing establishments are 
provided in all producing areas, and for the 
year 1939 thirty-seven packing houses were 
in ope.ration. 

The following are the tonnages treated in 
the registered establishments in the year 1939: 

DRIED VINE FRUITS 
No. of 
Packing Cur'nts 

Houses Tons 
Irrigated Areas-
Renmark . 8 3106 
Berri 3 1~67 
Lo:s:ton-Pyap 3 287 
Barmera 2 650 
Moorook· 

Kingston 2 293 
Waikerie . 3 764 
Cadell . 1 268 
Mypolonga 1 2 

--
7337 

· Non-Irrig.ated· Areas-
Clare . 1 784 
McLaren Vale . 2 706 
Barossa . 5 621 
Langhorne's ()k. 2 36 
Coonawarra . 1 115 
Metropolitan . 3 

- --
37 2262 

Agents in 

All Districts 

Sul'nas 
Tons 

3226 
2813 

366 
1876 

204 
855 
349 

2 
--
9691 

7 

1 

8 

Lex. 
Tons 

435 
68~ 

16 
432 

170 
326 
10 

2078 

FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, LIVE STOCK. WORKERS' COMPENSATION, CROP, STOCK, STACK, AND MOTOR CAR 
INSURANCES EFFECTED. 

HEAD OFFICE: 44-46 QUEEN STREET, MELBOURNE. 
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The South Australian State Board vent unlawful trading in dried fruit. Only 
one complaint was. lodged by the Board dur
ing the· year, when a conviction was secured 
against a grower for an illicit transaction. (Con.tinued from Page 1) 

DRIED TREE FRUITS 
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Iniga ted Areas-
Renmark - 22 125 4 89 
Berri - 67 132 9 12 
Loxton-Pyap - - - -
Barmera . - 1 22 1 
MOOl'OOk-
Kingston - .37 72 5 7 

Waikerie . - 30 136 8 46 
Ca.del . - 2 26 1 3 
Mypolonga. - 11 21 1 

-- -- -- -- --
170 534 29 157 

Non-irrigated Areas-
Clare . - - - - -
Baros sa 92 85 430 10 43 
McLaren Vale 54 9 25 2 
Langhorne's 

Creek ... - - -
Coonawarra. - - 1~ 

Metropolitan 232 1 11 - 1 
-- -- -- -- --

378 95 485 12 44 

In respect to dried vine fruits, the crop is· 
generally processed and packed in the local 
packing establishments. The above figures 
therefore, fairly represent the production in 
each area. In the· case of dried tree fruits, 
however, a large proportion of which under
goes a method of further processing, facilities 
may not be provided in the packing houses 
situated in the irrigated areaS. In such in
stanc-es, further processing is carried on in 
packing houses elsewhere. This applies par
ticularly to prunes, the production of which 
is distrlbuted generally over all areas. Of the 
thirty-sev.en registered packing house-s·, five are 
restricted to the processing of dried tree fruits, 
and eight are limited to ~he treatment and 
packing of the dried fruit produced by the 
owner -of the packing house. In addition to the 
thirty-seven registrations, the Board has under 
its supervision four establishments in the 
metropolitan area where the proce·ssihg of 
prunes is carried on. 
- QUOTAS 

In the exercise of its statutory powers, the 
Board fixes the proportions: of dried fruits that 
may be marketed within the State·. By agree
ment between the Boards of the producing 
States, the quotas are uniform throughout the 
Commonwealth, except in Western Australia, 
where· a special arrangement is in operation in 
regard to the sultana quota. The following 
are the final home consumption quotas: 

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1no 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 .. 

DRIED V1NE FRUITS 
Currants Sultanas 

per cent. per cent. 
35 25 
20 30 
25 15 
45 26.5 
26 13 
10 14.5 
20 22.5 
25 22.5 
20 10 
20 17.5 
17.5 17.5 
30 17 
19 17 
15 12.5 
16 22 

DRIED TREE FRUITS 
w 
~ 

Lexias 
per cent. 

35 
60 
32 
40 
35 
40 
40 
65 
32.5 
42 
70 
40 
47.5 
45 
51.5 

~ w....S u;_~ :::::1~ ...... 
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CJ.llll ~Ill a Ill a <l) u;_ <l) 
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~ g ~ g ~~ z g ~ g 
1933 70 75 75 100 50 
1934 66.66 33.33 45 75 33.33 
1935 50 60 52.5 67.5 67.5 
1936 87.5 67.5 70 60 55 
1937 62.5 66.66 100 80 37.5 
1938 65 57.5 40 82.5 25 
1939 100 70 77.5 75 63 

INTERSTATE CO-ORDINATION 
Uniformity in administration by the 

Boards of the producing States is maintained 
through the medium of the Consultative Com
mittee., which consists of the chairman of each 
s·tate Board. The committee's functions, 
which are pU:rely advisory, conslst in making 
recommendations to the· several State Boards 
on matters where uniformity ·of method . is 
c-onsidered essential. These recommendations 
concern the home consumption quotas, which 
are subject to review from time to time, the 
amount of the annual contribution due by 
packers to the Boards, uniformity in method 
of administering the. regulations a11d, general
(y, all matters. of common interest to the in
dustry as. well as the general administrative 
problems of the Boards. 

Four meetings of the committee were· held 
during tho year 19 3 9. Through the medium 
of this committee, all State Boards collabor
ated in the matt.er of "policing" the industry. 
Queensland is a favorable market for dried 
fruits. It was felt, therefore, that being a 
non-producing State, and consequently no ne.ed 
for legislation to regulate production and dis
tribution of dried fruits; the way was open 
for. dried fruit illicitly proce·ssed and packed 
in the Southern States to be imported to 
Queensland for marke;ting. 

To arrest this dan·ger·, a deputation from 
the State Boards waited on the Queens
land Minister of Agriculture in Melbourne 
in August~ 1939, with the r·esult that the 
Queensland Pa.rliament has since passed 
legis[a,tion which provides for inspection 
of all dried fruit sold in Queensland. 

INVESTIGATION WORK 
Unlawful trading has been appreciably re

duced since the year 1929, when the method 
of policing the industry on rational lines was 
first established. 

Constant vigilanc~, however, on the part of 
the two expert officers is still necessary to pre-

In their routine enquiries among retailers, 
the inve.stigation officers avail themselves o.f 
the opportunities to perform useful publicity 
work. The following is an intere-sting excerpt 
from the annual report of the officer on duty 
in the metropolita~ area:-

••opportunity is taken in all instances to 
point out to retailers the advantage to them 
of stocking high grade fruit and of educa
ting their customexs in the matter of values 
of different grades.. It is not possible at 
this. stage to trace results, nor do the class 
of the districts give ally indication. I found 
that among the industrial areas the general 
demand was for higher grades than in thos~ 
localities which are generally reJgarded-· as 
the residential suburbs. 

"It is felt that the co-operation of the 
retailer is highly desirable·, and every effort 
is made in this connection in the interests 
of pUblicity." 

"DOOR" CLASSIFICATION 
During the year the Board established in 

the Renmark area a system for classifying 
dried vine fruits into appropriate grades as the 
consignments are delivere.d by growers at the 
doors of the packing houses. 

No person is qualified to perform the duties 
of a. classer in any area where the system is in 
operation unless. he holds a licence issued by 
the BOard, and all classers are at-tached to the 
staffs of the packing houses in which they are 
employed. The work of these classers is 
closely supervise.d and reviewed by an experi
enced grading inspector, who is: a board officer, 
a_nd whose salary and expenses are borne sole
ly by the Board. 

The system is designed not only to' afford 
the fullest measure of protection to the 
grower through his fruit being graded true to 

"WARATAH" BRAND 
FOR THE MAN ON THE lAND 

"Waratah" Products are 100% Australian from the Iron Ore to the Fence. 

Keep Australian workmen employed. An as· 
sured home consumption is your best mar· 
ket. Australians consume 60% of the total 
primary production of the Commonwealth. 
A week's work for four Australian workmen 
is created every time a mile of Australian 
Netting is sold. 

THEREFORE 

SPECIFY "WARATAH" BRAND 
WIRE NETTING 

TYEASY FENCE WIRE 
HINGED JOINT FENCE 

STAR STEEL FENCE POSTS 
BARBED WIRE 

HC., ETC. 

- And See You Get It -

Sold by All Leacling Storekeepers. 

MADE AT NEWCASTLE (N.S.W.) FROM 

B.H.P. STEEL BY 

RYLANDS BROS. (AUST ) PTY. LTD. 
HEAD OFFICE: 422 L.it. ·Collins Ct., Melbourne 

· Ryl~1uls Sta1Vd Behind ,Their Products 
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standard types, but also to maintain uniformw 
ity in grading in those areas where competi
tive· packing exists. 

The evidence before the. Board is that the 
plan has so far worked satisfactorily, and it 
has been approved alike by packers and grow
ers. 

The cost of the work during the year under· 
review was £134/8/6. 

PUBLICITY 
The whole of the publicity activities of the 

State Boards are controlled by the Dried Fruit 
Publicity Committee, the personnel of which 
is identical with the Consultative Committee 
with the· addition of the Chairman of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association (Mr. H. 
D. Howie). 

The~ advertising programme carried out by 
the committee is varied in character and is 
Australia-wide in its application, and is de
signed to meet every section of the commun
ity. Publicity officers tour all States and 
opportunity is taken when visiting the more 
populous· centres to deliver lectures to the 
senior pupils of primary and secondary 
schools. These addresses are supported by 
cinema films telling- the story of the Aus
tralian dried fruit industry. 

Window displays of dried fruits in capitals 
and provincial cities, radio talks, competitions, 
the distribution of recipe books, and displays 
at the agricultural shows throughout all 
States, are all part o.f the advertising pro-

gramme. The committee spent £7,041/18/1 
in the year 1939-40, the Board's contribution 
being £1343. 

CULTURAL PRACTICES 
In the year 1933, the Board initiated a plan 

which was designed to improve the quality 
of the currant pr-oduced under non-irrigate.d 
conditions. Experimental plots were selected 
in the Clare, Barossa and McLaren Vale areas, 
where trials were carried out unde,r- the super
vision of the technicaL staff of the· State De
partment of Agricultur·e. These trials consisted 
of re-construction of old vines and improved 
methods of pruning. The work has ~n mea
sured each year by the visiting h_orticultural 
instructors of the Department of Agriculture 
and useful data are being collected. Although 
the programme is a long-range one, it appears 
to have, approximated the stage where the 
results may be promulgated for the guidance 
of currant growers. 

The Research Officer (Mr. H. K. Kemp, 
B.Ag.Sc.) attached to the Department of 
Agriculture, whose sa-lary and expenses are 
being subsidised by the Board over a three
year period from January, 1939, is continuing 
his investigations into the small prune problem. 
An interim report of Mr. Kemp indicated 
that the substantial proportion of prunes of a 
count of 120_ to the lb. weight and over, was 
due in a- large measure· to varying rainfall con
ditions in the producing areas. 

Mr. Kemp, who is carrying on his investi-

gations under the direction of Mr. A. G. 
Strickland, M.Ag.Sc (Chief Horticultural In
structor) has be.en in communication with the 
Board, and,it js .anticipated his second progres.s 
report will be ma4e Ia ter in the year. In the 
meantime, and until results ef the scientific 
investigation are Itnown, the Board has de
cide4 to impose no restrictions on the market
ing of small prunes. 

The Boards .of New South Wales and Vic
toria have agreed to do likewise. 

FINANCiA):; STATEMENT 
The Board's financial statement for the 

year 1939-40, bearing the certifi~ate of the 
Auditor-Ge1neral, is attached. 

It Will be· seen that Expenditure for the 
year exceeded revenue by £1761/19/5, al
though expenditure has been normal. 

The annual contribution whi~h is coll~cted 
from packing houses, and is: to provide for the 
expenditure "incurred by the Board in the 
administration of the Act and in carrying out 
the powers and duties of the Board under this 
Act," proved insufficient for the purpose. 
The. Board, therefore, had to resort to its cash 
reserves, which had already become seriously 
depleted over the past decade as a result of 
protected litigation in which the Board was 
involved. 

The maximum rate of contribution which 
the Act empowen the Board to collect fro; 
packers is 11/8 per ton. For the year 19 3 9 the 
Board fixed diis at the rate of 4/3 per ton. 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 29th FEBRUARY, 1940. 

To Administration Expenses-:-
Board Fees ..... . 
Secretary, Salary . . . . 
Staff, Salaries, Office Rent, 

Cleaning and Lighting 
Consultative Committee 
Audit Fee .... 

Investigations .. 

, Advertising . . . . . . 
, Cultural Practices .. 
, Contribution N.S.W. Dried 

Fruits Board, A/c. Joint In
vestigatio'n Work . . . . . . 

, l'nspection- Board's Propor-
tion of ........ . 

, Grade Supervision .. 
, Legal Expenses 
, Publicity-

Contribution to Dried Fruits 
Publicity Committee . . . . 

S.A. Publicity . . . . 

, Office and General Expenses 
, Pri'nting and Stationery , . . , 
, VOlU'ntary Trade Agreement-

S.A. Board's Proportion 
(Final) . . . . . . . . 

, Travelling ExpenseS-
General ......... . 
Investigations .. 

, Bala·nce as ~bove . . . . . ... 
, Balance Carried Forward . . . 

£ s. d. 

750 0 0 
625 0 0 

660 0 0 
20 0 0 
15 15 0 

£ s. d. 

2070 15 0 
468 0 0 

1343 0 0 
37 5 0 

258 6 0 
439 19 6 

£ s. d. 
By Annual Contributio·n . , . . . . , . . . . ... 

Interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . 
, Packing House Registrations . . . . . . 
, Sundry Receipts . . . . . . . ._ . . . . 
, Excess Expenditure over Income . . . . . . . 

2538 15 0 
8 7 6 

200 0 0 

485 0 0 

1253 411 
134 8 6 

40 10 8 

1380 5 Q 
89 2 5 
56 4 2 

10 10 0 

698 5 6 

6894 13 8 

1761 19 5 
2913 7.11 

£4675 7 4 By Accumulated Balance 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 29th FEBRUARY, 1940. 
L!AB!LIT1ES 

Sundry Creditors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Packing House Registration Fees Paid i·n Advance 
Board Fees Refund Account . . . . . . 
Accumulated Balance to 29/2/40 ........... . 

Adelaide, 29th April, 1940. 

£ s. d. 
1488 5 10 

40 0 0 
48 13 9 

2913 7 11 

£4490 7 6 

The above Inconle and Expenditure Account and· Balance Sheet 
have been examined; they have been properly drawn up. The 
former shows a true and correct view of the transactions for the 
year and the latter sets out the assets and liabilities as on 29th 
Fe'bruary, ·1940. 

(Signed) J. W. WAINWRIGHT. 
9/5/40. Auditor-General. 

Sundry Debtors ....... . 
Motor Car~Hire Agreement 
Office Furniture .. ·. . . . . . . . 

ASSETS 

Show Stand A/c .......... . 
Cash A/c. Treasury . . . . . . . . . . . £4222 10 2 
Commonwealth Bank . . . . . . . . .. . . . 100 0 0 

(.Signed) G. A. \V. POPE, Chairman. 

(Signed) W. N. TWISS, Secretary. 

£ s. d. 
4947 0 5 
122 11 4 

43 5 0 
19 17 6 

1761 19 5 

£6894 1-3 8 

£4675 7 4 

£ s. d. 
98 12 0 
49 0 0 

12 4 
19 13 0 

4322 10 2 

£4490 7 6 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE ASSOCIATION 
6'Pastrycoo~'s" Grade for Commonwealth 

Considered 

Agency Commission on Shipments to U.K. 
Adjusted· 

At the meeting of the Board of Management, held on July 25th, an important 
matter dealt with, following the receipt of letters from Red Cliffs, was in re
lation to the fixation of differentials for final account sales for 1940. 
A considerable amount of discussion took place on the problem brought about 
by the fact that, whilst differentials for sultanas had been observed in fixed 
price markets, and for the first sale to the British -Government, the balance of 
14,000 tons had been sold at a flat ratei of £30 per ton; no differentials being 
observed. Opinions were expressed that, in view of the high proportion of 
particular grades in certain districts, there was a danger of the principle of 
equity amongst growers being affected adversely were some adjustment not 
made to meet the position. 

During the discussion it was pointed out 
that, on an analysi~ of the figures, a set of 
differentials could be fixed, in relation to mar
ket results, that would enable final account 
sale.s to be made that would not vary to an 
extent greater than those of other years when 
market fluctuations had taken place overseas. 
It was resolved: "That the fixation of final ac
count sale differentials for season 1940 be now 
undertaken by the Board.'' 

A sub-committee consisting of Messrs. Mal
loch, Winterbottom, Jones and Newton was 
appointed to recommend final differentials for 
sultanas, currants and lexias, season I 940, and 
re1JOrt back to the meeting. 

The committee recommended the following 
final account sale differentials for season I940-: 

SULTANAS 

5-crown over 0-crown .. 
4-crown over 3-crown .. 
3-crown .......... . 
2-crown under 3-crown .. 
1-crown under 3-crown .. 
"Plain" under 3-crown ..... . 

CURRANTS 

4-crown over 2-crown .. 
3-crown over 2-crown .. 
2-crown . . . . . . . . . . 
1-crown under 2-crown 
M.F. under 2-crown 

LEXIAS (Pack Weight Basis) 

6-crown over 5-crown .. 
Seedless over 5-crown .. 
5-crown . ·- ......... . 
4-crown under 5-crown .. 
3-crDwn under 5-crown .. 
2-crown under 5-crown . . . . . . 

Per Ton 
£ s. d. 
5 7 6 
:.l 2 (j 

Basis 
;:: 7 (j 

4 12 6 
7 0 0 

Per Ton 
£ s. d. 
7 10 0 
0 0 0 
Basis 
2 15 0 
4 10 0 

Per Ton 
£ s. d. 
2 10 0 
1 10 0 
Basis 
1 10 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 

(Sweat-Box Delivery Basis) Per rl'on 

The previous arrangement under rule 79 
was that agents shall charge a commission of 
not more than 5 per cent. on the f.o.b. realised 
value, exclusive of exchange, for fruit shipped 
to the United Kingdom, which rate must in
dude London representative's commission. 
~,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

:: :. 
At the July 25 moeting of the Board 

of Management, the chairman, 11r. 
Howie, in extending a welcome to 

Messrs. T. F. McKay, H. W. NewtOn, 
and F. L. Hayter, outlined the reasons 
actuating the Board's decisiori regarding 
representatives of agents attending 
Board meetings. A great deal of the 
work of the Board, added Mr. Howie, 
was devoted to selling Problems over our 
widespread markets, and he felt that a 
closer contact with the difficulties that 
arose from time to time, would enable 
the agents to materially assist the Asso
ciat ciation. 

''''''''''''''''"''''''''''''''''''''"''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

Other matters dealt with were:-

DRIED FRUIT FOR DiSTILLATION 

The Chairman reported that Mr. Malloch 
and himself had interviewed the Ministers of 
Customs and Commerce regarding the ques
tion of having the regulation' prohibiting the 
use of dried fruit for distillation withdrawn, 
and the 1\1inisters promised that they would 
give consideration to this request; but so far 
we have not heard from them. It was decided 
to try to communicate with the Minister o:f 

Customs during the period of the Board meet
lt(g· 
CRUDE OIL FOR FROST PREVENTION 

The secretary reported that on making in
quiry it was ascertained that crude oil used 
for frost prevention would not be ratiq_ned, 
\and that there should not be any difficulty in 
growers getting their requirements"thi<; ye.ar, 

SEEDED CURRANTS 
A discussion took place regarding the ques

tion of the marketing of seeded currants, and 
Mr. Hayter submitted samples frOm the dis
tricts in the non-irrigated areas. Samples were 
alw submitted from the river areas,_ and in 
view of the fact that the export of buck Cur
rants is at prese,nt prohibited, and also that 
they cannot be used for distillation, it was 
hoped that the demand in the Commonwealth 
could be stimulated. It was also decided that 
it would be necessary to try and get price& 
announce.d for both New Zealand and London 
markets. 

VINE FRUIT QUOTAS-SEASON 1940 
A survey of the estimated pack, sales figures 

and likely requirements of the different mar
kets was made. 

STATE CONFERENCES 
In view of the alte1ration to rule No. I 5, 

made at the 1939 Feder-al Council meeting, 
giving district councils authority to dispense 
with the holding of the annual State confer
ence in their State, consideration was given 
to the question of the expense involved in 
holding State confer·ences, and the Board re
commends that each district council meet in 
its own district for the purpose of nomina
tion of delegates to Federal Council·, and sub

, mitting to the Board items for consideration 
at Federal Council meeting. 

SEEDED RAISINS 
A letter was received from the A.D.F.A. 

River Council, South Australia, asking the 
Board of Management to give consideration 
to the establishment of two grades of seeded 
raisins, 4-crown and 5 -crown being in one 
class, and 3-crown and 2-crown being in the 
other class, with a price differential. The mat
ter was fully discussed and the general f-eeling 
of the Board was that the request could not 
be granted, as they were of opinion that the 
listing -of two grades of seeded raisins would 
create complica..,tions in the marketing ar
rangements. It was also pointed out that the 
differential of _£2 per ton between 5-crowrt 
and 3 -crown lexias gave the grower of high-
class fruit the necessary recompense, ~ 

N:S.W. DRIED FRUITS MERCHANT'S' 
ASSOCIATION 

The secretary read a report regarding the 

6-crown over 3-crown . . . . . . . . . . 
5-crown over 3-crown . . . . . . . . . . . 

£ s. d. 
6 0 0 
2 0 0 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 
~-crown ................... . Basis 

These recommendations were unanimously 
adopted. MIL DURA 

OPERATING AT 

MER BE IN RED CUFFS 

CONTRACTS WITH LONDON 
SEASON 1940 

Resolved: «That all agents be required to 
make an adjustment as between the quantities 
of currants, sultanas and lexias shipped under 
the .first and S·econd contracts." 

• AGENTS' COMMISSION 

In view of the changed conditions in respect 
to fruit shipped to th~ London market, it was 
decided to inform agents that they are to 
charge commission on fruit ::.hipped to the 
United Kingdom, on the same basis as Canada 
and New Zealand, i.e., 4 per cent. commis
sion on rhe f.o.b. rialised value, before ex
change is added. 

PACKERS Of DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS 

E.]. ROBERTS, 
Gove.rning Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUALI,TY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 

P. MALLOCH, 
Manager. 
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visit to Sydney of Messrs. Howie, Malloch and 
himself, when they met the members of the 
N.S.W. Dried Fruits Merchants' Association 
on June 10 last, and .discussed quite a number 

~ of matters of interest regarding the marketing 
of our dried fruits in ·New South Wales. 
MASTER PASTRYCOOKS' ASSOCIATION 

Correspondence exchanged between the 
Master Pastrycooks' Association of N .S. W. 
and the A.D.F .A. was read. The Master Pas
trycooks' Association of N.S.W. complained 
that owing to the comparative shortage of the 
lower grades of sultanas this year, together 
with the rise in price, that they are at a dis
advantage this year compared to 1939, when 
they were able to secure unlimited quantities 
of .. plain'' gradej sultanas, and they have asked 
whether it would be possible to do away With 
.. plain" and !-crown sultanas and make a new 
grade to be known as "pastrycooks", at the
same time fixing a price for the suggested 
new grade that would, in their opinion, 
stimulate the consumption ·of dried fruit in 
their manufactures. The matter was very 
fully discussed,- and it was felt that it was too 
late this year to consid~r their request, but 
that the position should be e;xplored to see 
whether it would be possible to meet their re-
quirements· in. _future seasons. 

LABOR FOR HARVESTING 
Mr. Malloch submitted a table of figures 

showing the result of inquii-ies made from 
54 growers, which indicated the likelihood of 
a grave shortage of pickers for the 1941 har
vest, owing to enlistments in the A.I.F. It 
was sug-gested that the senior pupils of the 
high s.chools and State schools in the various 
districts §hould be made available to help in 
picking the harvest, and that an alter:ation in 
the school holidays be made to enable their 
services to be; .used. lt was also suggested that 
members of the military forces. in camp might 
be niade available, and it was decided to make 
inquiry into the possibility of getting the 
school children and members of the forces re
leased for the harvesting. 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 
It was tentatively decided that the next 

Board meeting be held on Thursday, Sept. 12. 

DRIED FRUIT QUOTAS 
The secretary of the Consult!ltive Co:riunit

tee of the State Dried Fruits Boards (Mr. W. 
N. Twiss) states that the Dried Fruits Boards 
of the producing States had approved of the 
committee's recommendation for revised home 
consumption quotas for 1940 season's dried 
fruit. These are:-

Currants 15 per cent. 
Sultanas 14 per cent. 
Le,xias 4 5 per cent. 
Prunes 100 per cent. 
Peaches 9 5 per cent. 
Apricots 90 per cent. 
Nectarines 100 per cent. 
Pears . 50 per cent. 
The existing quotas for sultanas ~nd apri-

cots remain unaltered; those for currants have 
been increased from 14 per cent., lexias from 
40 per cent., prunes from 90 per cent., 
peaches from 60 per cent., and nectarines 
and pears from 70 per cent. and 40 per cent. 
respectively. 

The figures before the Consultative Com
mi,ttee supplying the late~>t pack estimate for 
the season indicated that the Commonwealth 
market was, able to absorb rthe whole of the 
prune and nectarine· produCtion-henc·e 100 
pe.r cent. was recommended in these varieties. 

In respecrt to Western Australia, the in
creased quotas apply to currants and lexias
only. A special arrangement is ·in operation 
in regard to the exportable surplus of· Western 
Australian sultanas owing to the limited pro
duction of this variety. Dried tree fruits are 
not produced commercially in that State. 

VICTORIAN DRIED 
FRUITS BOARD 

At a meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board, held in Melbourne, the Chairman (Mr. 
Parker·]. Moloney) stated that a report had 
been received from the secretary of the Nor
them M'allee Weights and Measures Union 
c_9ntaining an objection to the method at pre
sent in operation at a certain packing house., 
The &ard had, therefore, communicated with 
the cOmpany in question and a reply had been 
received from the manager stating that im
mediate steps would be taken to make the 
necessary adjustments and have the markings 
on the main beams altered from tons, cwts., 
etc., to lbs. 

Board members were supplied with a copy 
of a report containing very comprehensive 
and technical information on the subject of 
excessive moisture content in dried apricots 
and prunes, which had been furnished by the 
secretary of the New South Wales Dried Fruits 
Board for the information of the Victorian 
Board pen_dlng consideration of this matter at 
the next meeting of the Consultative Com
mittee. 

MR. RAWLINGS RE-ELECTED TO 
VICTORIAN BOARD 

:&tr. A. R!awlings, of Birdwoodton, 
who resigned as a member of the Dried 
Fruits Board to contest the Mildura seat 
in the Legislative Assembly, has been re
elected to the position. He defeated 
Mr. A,. R. McDougal, of Merbein, by 
427 vote to 332-a majority of 95. 

~ ~ 
:, .. , .. .,., .......... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ................ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,~ 

In re-sponse to an inquiry, Senior Supervisor 
C. H. Plummer was informed that packers 
should, as far -as possible, deliver 56 lbs. of 
each variety of dried fruits as prescribed in 
the Dried Fruits Regulations; but, in special 
cases, after obtaining permission from the 
Board, 60lb. boxes of sultanas could be for
warded. 

:Mr. Moloney informed Board members that 
he ·was pleased to be able to Say that his nego~ 
tiations with the Queensland Minister for 
Agriculture regarding iflsp~ction of dried 
fruits in Queensland had reached a successful 
conclusion, and draft regulations had now 
been prepared by the Department of Agricul~ 
ture and Stock, Brisbane, to control the sale 
of dried fruits in_ that State. 

In view of the present overseas pos1t10n 
consid~ration was given to the question of 
cellophane packets of dried fruits being sold 
to soldiers at camp canteens, and the chair
man undertook to take the necessary steps in 
tliis connection. 

As it had been brought under notice that 
some sweat boxes are being exposed by certain 
growers to insanitary conditions and used for 
various unclean purposes, it was decided that 
a circular sh~mld be forwarded to all packing 
house managers asking them to take immedi
ate steps for the ~prompt return of all empty 
sweat boxes. 

The previous meeting of the Board was held 
at Nyah West, wh~ the opportunity was 
taken by the chairman and members of the 
Board to inspect packing houses in the Nyah
Woo-rinen district. Mr. Moloney expressed 
himself as being very satisfied with the general 
condition of the packing llouses. 
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THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
BOARD 

The business of recent meetings of the 
Board was confined largely to matters of rou
tine which includes statistical compilation, ac
counts, reports of inspectors, etc. Minutes 
of meetings of the Consultative and ·Publicity 
Committees held in Sydney were noted, and 
the quotas for home consumption, .as recom
mended by the Consultative Committee, were 
approved. 

A report by the N.S.W. Board of a confer
ence held in Sydney on May 15 and 16, 1940, 
on the proportion of moisture content of 
prunes and dried apricots was submitted, and 
it was noted that the matter had been referred 
to the Consultative Committee for recom
mendation in respect to joint action by the 
State Boards. 

A letter from the Commonwealth Depart~ 
ment of Information was considered, out
lining the programme of the new department. 
This provided for the formation of groups re
presentative of numerouz_ organisations, and 
the Board was asked to be represented on the 
Producers' Group. 

It was agreed to appoint the secretary (Mr. 
W. N. Twiss) the Board's representative 'to 
the Producers' Group. 

The secretary reported that contracts had 
been entered into by the Publicity Committee 
for comprehensive window displays of dried 
fruit ip_ retailers' stores in Adelaide and sub~ 
urbs. 

In the rna tter of testing of scales and 
weights in packing houses, it was agreed to 
circtilarise later in the year all packers, with 
a view to tests being made regularly. 

A letter from the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits ContrOl Board was received advising 
the acquisition by the Imperial Government 
of the balance of stocks of 1940 season's dried 
vine fruit reserved for the United Kingdom. 

The secretary reported that the eleve,nth re
port of the Board for the year 1939-1940 was 
hid on the table of Parliament on July 11th, 
1940, and a supply had been ordered from the 
Government Printer. 

An informative report prepared by the 
Chief Horticulturist of the Department of 
Agriculture (Mr. A. G. Strickland, M.Ag.Sc.) 
on experimental woi-k on cultural problems 
was submitted and the secretary was directed 
to arrange for press publication. , It was 
agreed to continue the Board subsidy towards 
the salary and expenses of the Research Officer 
until June 30, 1941, when the position would 
be reviewed. 

A.D.f.A. NEWS ON ITHE AIR 
A,ttention is drawn to the change of time 

for the A.D.F.A. broadcast in the advertise
ment· below. Listeners will observe. that the 
Eastern Standard time for this session is now 
7.45 to "81 p.m., and that for West Australia, 
5.45 to 6 p.m. 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

STATION SRM 
LISTEN IN TO YOUR OWN STATION 

Special A.D.F.A. Session, 7.15 to 
7.30 p.m. (South Australian Time) 

every Tuesday Night. 

Oversea Sales and Markel Reports 
and other items of interest to Dried 

Fruit Growers. 
Wave Length, 353 Metres. 
Frequen-cy, 850 Kilocycles. 

"'Regist'd. Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaide. 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berri, S.A. 
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BRANCH MEETINGS 
Widespread Activities 

A feature of the reports of A.D.F.A. branches is usually the carrying. out of 
duties and operations that, whilst not strictly concerning the business side of the 
industry, are of direct value to growers, and to a great extent, the district gen
erally. This feature is not missing from the following reports of the work of 
two very active branches, where, it will be noted, considerable assistance is 
given to district well-being. The reports are as follow:-

COOMEALLA BRA:N!Cfl .GENERAL 
The annual meeting of the branch was held Leaders of the executives of organisations 

on July 16th, whe~ the president, Mr. R. C. that had received assistance 'from the branch 
Lawson, prP.sided. In presenting the annual expressed appreciation of the. help given~ it 
report of the work of the bran~h, the presi- being stated that more funds were needed 
dent dealt with the items that had been dealt for the school endowment block. An appeal 
with at the seve¥al conferences attended by was launched so that· this could be broUght 
delegates from the branch. Mr. Lawson dealt into bearing fre.e of cost, and following a sug
at length with matters that had been the sub- gestion that each settler give 10/-, the sum of 
ject of discussion at the Federal Council of £25 was promised by those present. 
the A.D.F.A. These have been previously The member of the State Dried Fruits 
published in these columns. Board, Mr. L. B. O'Do~nell, thanked members 

In outlining the functions of the Association for his election and expressed appreciation of 
and its system of representation, _lllr. Lawson their confidence in his representation. 
said that all matters of local and general in- RED CLIFFS BRANCH 
tere'St to the indu~try were taken by delegates ' The. President of the Branch, Mr. A. Pop

pleton, after outlining events rekting to rou
tine matters, and briefly reviewing the work 
of the Federal Council, and the items from 
Red Cliffs: that had been discussed there, stated 
that the branch had beeri particularly co-n
cerned with the problem of reasonable pro
vision of shelter and camping grounds for 
the itinerant workers who came to the area 
and were waiting for work. It has been repre
sented on a deputation to the responsible · 
Minister. 

to the District Council. and then, if necessary, 
to a State Conference, where matters that 
were of State interest only were finalised. 

From· this stage matters that concerned in
dustry policy were taken to the ruling body 
of the Association-the Federal Council. He 
added that a great deal of benefit was d!'7rived 
from the discussions at the conferences. 

ASSISTANCE TO DISTRICT BODIES 
Financi~J-assistance was made to local ac

tivities. These included the Coomealla Pro
gress Association.., Trustee of the School En
dowment Block, replenishing of school ambu
hnce kit, and £50 was donated towards the 
ambulance given tO the A.I.F. by the Mildura 
District Council of the A.D.F.A., which em
braced Coomealla. 

Appreciation was expressed for the keen 
work of the members of ·th~ committee. 

FINANCE 
The secretary, Mr. R. A. Fechner, submit

ted the financial statement, which indicated 
that the· affairs of the branch were sound. In
come amounted to £12 8, and the branch had 
£100 on fixed_ deposit. The total expenditure 
for the year was £165, leaving a credit bal
ance of £62. The main items of expenditure 
wen~: Contributions to ambulance 2nd A.I.F., 
£50;- Research Advisory Committee, £10; 
Trustees of School Block, £6/15/-; school first 
aid cabinet, £3/5/-; Progress Association dele
gation to Sydney, £15; delegates expenses to 
State conference, £31/12/ -; secretary's hon
orarium, £12/12/-; fixed deposit £25; inci
dentals, £4/10/6. 

Four members were elected to the commit
tee for two years-Messrs. D. Taylor, S. E. 
Keenan, J. Trebilcock, and F. E. Duncan, and 
one, Mr. J. Bailey, for one year, in place of 
Mr. W. Montgomery (resigned j". 

STATE CONFERENCE 
The President stated that, at the last State 

Conference efforts were made to procure the 
abandonment of the conference, or failing 
that, to reduce the number of delegates to a 
mm1mum. Most of the matter brought for
ward at State conference is either returned to 
districts or forwarded on to Federal Council 
to be re-discussed, and it was generally felt 
that with only two districts in Victoria a full 
State conference was unnecessary. 

Mr. Poppleton thanked the members of his 
committee. for their help over the year. 

AMBULANCE 
The president intimated to the meeting that 

delegates from the branch had supported a 
District Council proposal to give an ambu
lance to tbe A.l.F. The branch was called 
upon to find £2 50 as its share of the cost. 

After some discussion it was decided to ap
prove of the action of the committee in con
tributing this am~:mnt to the fund. 

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Scholarship and Library.-A full report on 

these activities was made by Mr. H. V. Davey. 
The branch had made £.60 available last year 
for scholarships, and there: had been very keen 
interest taken by parents and teachers, and 
a tot,al of 54. entries by district children. It 

Ba:rmera Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd. 
BARMERA, S.A. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International Harvester 
Coy. Ltd., McC~rmick·Deering Tractors. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. 'PHONE BARMERA 30 &. 32 

was decided to con-tinue the scholarships and 
the me.eting agreed to make a further £60 
available for the coming year. Dealing with 
the children'S library, Mr. Davey said that it 
now had over 15 00 books. which had cost 
£160. There was a sum of £13 in hand which 
was ear-marked for a further supply of books. 
He considered that, in order to kee.p the lib
rary up-to-date, a further sum should be 
granted conditionally. The children were 
supporting the library on a basis of 6d per 
head per annum. This brought in approxi
mately £25 a year. The. meeting decided to 
make available a further £25 for the current 
year. 

Finance Board.-This committee, appointed 
to act on behalf of settlers in regard to mat
ter~ concerning land settlem.ent problems, such 
as drainage, instalments to the CroWn, water 
charges, etc., submitted a report through its 
chairman (lvfr. Barday). Several motions 
under this heading were agreed to. It being 
essential to- maintain the dhinage programme 
in the settlement action was urged to ensure 
this. It was also agreed to request the depart
ment to conduct inquiries regarding the can
cellation of leas-e having regard to the period 
for pruning. The delay in holding the inquiry 
<1t the proper time involved settlers concerned 
in unnecessary worry. 

Reseanb W ork.-Mr. G. Wake·, in report
ing on the activities of the Research Commit
tee, said that it had had the full c-o-operatiOn 
and_ a considerable amount of services from 
the C.S.I.R., and from Mr. A .. Godkin, of the 
Red Cliffs office of the Settlement Commis
sion. Afte!Y dealing with the several trials that 
were being carried out, covering manurial 
tests, trellis, water percolation on four, six 
and eight-hour runs, disbudding, etc., Mr. 
Wake said that the pruning classes that had 
been of such wide value in the area would 
not be carried on this year on account 9f the 
many other calls on the time of members due 
to war work. The committee had certain 
commitme1nts, including the long-range manu-
6al tests, and needed funds. It was agreed 
to set aside from branch funds the sum Qf 
£50 for this work. 

FINANCE 
The assets of the· bt:anch are such that will 

enable it to subscribe t01 war funds in accord
ance with a motion, ... That it be a recommen
dation to the committee that all funds other 
than those essential for the conduct of the 
branch be inve_sted in war funds." 

WAR SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 

Mr. C. M. Mackie said that compared with 
other country centres, Red Cliffs was not 
doing its share with regard to the purchase 
of War Savings Certificates. There appeared 
to be no organised effort, he said, to tap the 
great body of growers in the district, and sug
gested this could be done by the A.D.F.A. 
branch immediately. 

Moved by Mr. C. M. Mackie, seconded by 
Mr. N. Barclay: "That it be a recommenda
tion to the incoming committee that it take 
immediate action with regard to War Savings 
Certificates." 

Following this the committee has now cir
cularised all growers with a letter signed by 
the president, urging them to avail them
selves of an arrangement made with packers, 
and enclosing a printed forril _authorising the 
company to purchase the required number of 
certificates and deduct the cOst from the fruit 
proceeds or advanq:s. 

Mr. E. S. Houghton was again appointed 
auditor, and a vote of thanks to the chairman 
concluded the meeting. 

An axiom of the teaching service. He who 
sits on a tack is better off. 
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THE A.D.F.A. SALES 
POLICY 

Its Importance in Trade 
Stability 

The genesis of the A.D.F .A. was brought 
about bY th€1 ne.ed to bringt some stability into 
an industry that, were it to survive, had to 
have some control of the return to the grow
er, via a system of price fixation. The story 
of the rise of the industry to its present-day 
importanc€l has been ·told in «Water Into 
Gold," and needs no reiteration. Attacks have 
been made on its system of control and sell
ing in many legislatures, in the courts, and 
by. some· of those concerned with it on the 
bUsine.ss side. However, the consensus of pubA 
lie opinion is with it. It has survived. Until 
today its system is regarded as an outstanding 
example o-f primary industrial organisation
one that has a proper regard for the consumer, 
the middleman and the grower. A system that 
enables it to me.et its costs of production at 
rates set out on Australian standards. Not 
the least important factor in such a system 
is the goodwill of the trade. This we have, 
to a valuable extent, and it is in keeping to 
the stability we. afford trading interests in the 
Commonwealth. 

In this regard it is of interest to examine 
the efforts of the industry to maintain a sys
tem that, ensuring 'its own stability, at once 
affords a similar condition to all concerned. 

In 1923 there were. .definite indications of 
a substantial drop in A.D.F.A.. sales in the 
Commonwealth, which led to application 
being made to State and Federal Governments 
for the· introduction of legislation to provide 
for equalisation of e.xport amongst all growers. 

The seriousness of the position as then ex
isting is illustrated by ,the fact that the 
A.D.F.A. sales of currants, sultanas, lexias. and 
seeded raisins in 1920 amounted to 11,030 
tons, but dropped to 74 188 tons in 1924; 
which, on a basis of total Commonwealth 
consumption, say 13,000 tons, indicate,d an 
increase in turnoyer in Austra)ia by non
association interests from 1970 tons in 1920 
to 5512 'tons in 1924. 

The introduction of the legislation during 
1924- resulted in a gradual improvement of 
the position from an A.D.F.A. point of view 
to the extent that in 1927 the turnover- had 
reached 8860 tons, with a further increase to 
i0,220 tons in- 1928, 

Further small improvf:rrients were then no
ticeable in the following ye.ars, but in 1936 it 
became apparent that some sections of the 
industry were in some way still participating 
unduly in the Commonwealth market. This 
led to an attempt to control the position 'Qy 
agre.ement between the various interests in
volved, and corrected the position to some 
extent as far as A.D.F.A. growers were con
cerned, as a cash adjustment on over-sales at 
the end of the year resulted in substantial col

~ lections for A.D.F .A.. interests, but the con-
tinued over-selling by outside interests, with 
cash adjustment as mentioned, was not con
sidered acceptable as a permanent arrange
ment, and it was also very doubtful whether 

the agreement in force in 1937 would be pos
sible of renewal. 

As a result, in 1938 the A.D.F.A. decide.d 
on a stabilisation plan, the effect· of which 
has been to assure to the various sections of 
growers an equitable share of the Common
wealth and export ma:rke.ts. 

Under the stabilisation plan it was not pos
sible to entirely eliminate some of the chan
nels of distribution which had grown up out
side A.D.F.A. control, but every effort has 
been made to bring the tonnage involved back 
as far as possible, and an increase has been 
prevented. As a matter of fact, it would ap
pear in 1936/1937/1938, the approximate 
tonnage sold by non-association interests in 
Australia was in the vicinity of 2750 to 3000 
tons, which, hnde.r the stabilisation plan, has 
been brought back and is being maintained at 
approximately 2000 tons. This tonnage in
cludes the fruit which has had to be made 
available annually by A.D.F.A. interests to 

non-association merchants, viz., 1200 tons, 
the remaining 800 tons being the normal 
Commonwealth quota of packers not actually 
selling under A.D.F.A. terms and conditions. 

From ·the foregoing, it will be appreciated 
that the result of the A.D.F.A. policy, as out·
lined above, has been the increase of tonnage 
through AD.F.A. merchants from 7500 tons 
to 10,200 tons under State legislation, which 
tonnage has been gradually built up to ap
proximately 14,500 tons in 1939. 

The stabilisation plan has actually r-esulted 
in increased turnover for the A.D.F.A. dis
tributing agents of approximately 750 tons, 
plus assuring to them the full tonnage repre
sented by the normal annual increase in Com
monwealth consumption. More important, 
however, is the fact that it prevented a break
down of organised marketing. In some re
sponsible quarters it was considered that the 
only course open was to bring Australian 
prices down to world's parity, which would 
mean a flat rate to ali buye.rs. Merchants 
could not have been protected either as re
gards tonnage or discounts under such con
ditions. 

Con~ideration of the foregoing is ail indi
cation of the A.D.F.A. policy, and definitely 
supports the viewpoint that .the association 
has been actively concerned in preserving to 
its loyal distributors the fullest possible share 
o.f the Commonwealth trade. 

The C'ost of -the w-ork has been borne by the 
growers, and involved a heavy levy in 1938, 
with a reduced levy in 1939. 

The figures on which the foregoing com
ments are based are as follow:-

THE BASIC WAGE 

System of Fixation 
There have been CJ.uite a lot of miscopcep

tions regarding the system of arriving at the 
basic wage unde.r Federal awards, and, as it is 
a matter that closely concerns this industry~ 
ihe following outline is given:-

The Arbitration Court fixes the index tl.um
ber for the basic items of daily expenditure, 
and the C'hange1s in this index number mea
sured accurately rises or falls in commodities 
in the basic wage regimen. 

The· C series, on which the Federal basic 
wage is fixed~ measures the basic items of daily 
~xpenditure, using the figure 1000 to repre
sent 8'1/-the average weekly cost of "t~ 
it~ms ruling in the years 1923-27 for a man~ 
wife and thi-ee children. 

The Statistician supplies reg1.1larly to the 
Arbitration Court the current index number 
taken from this starting point. 

The Court :fixes the basic wage quarterly, 
varying it in proportion to the. amount by 
which the index number is above or· below 
the base figure of 1000. 

In compiling the C series the Statistician 
allots 36 per cent. of the basic wage regimen 
to the c·ost of food and groceries, 24 p.c. to 

rent, 19.9 p.c. to clothing for a man, a 
woman, a boy 10!, a girl 7, and a boy 3f, 
~nd 21 p.c. -to "miscellaneous," including 
household drapery, utensils and light. 

The retail prices of an extensive range of 
articles and services in common demand are 
obtained by the Statistician at frequent in
tervals from about 200 cities and towns. 

Definite standards of quality, established 
for each article, are embocl_ied in printed speci
fications, which are closely watched and re
vised. Food prices are obtained . from 10 re
tailers in each capital city, and from five in 
provincial towns. 

Rent returns are made by representative 
house-agents in each town, and the houses 
mentione.d are inspected by field officers of 
the statistical staff. 

One frequent criticism against this system 
is that incorrect information is supplied by 
traders. The Commonwealth authorities have 
ample powers to punish offences of this kind, 
and are anxious to h~ar of specific charges. 
These, however, are rarely made, and in gen
eral the Statistician's experience is that cor
rect information is supplied. 

Since the war began, the time-lag between 
compilation of index numbers and the corre
sponding adjustment of the basic wage ha& 
been reduced by one month. 

Probable 
Total Aust. 

Conswnption. 
A.D.F.A. 

Merchants 
A.D.F.A. 
Outside 

Tons. 
Non-A:sscn. 

192{1 
1924 

Tons. 

1925 13,000 
1927 
1928 
1930 14,000 
1936 15,000 
1937 15,500 
1938 16,000 
1939 16,500 
1940 (inc'plete) 17,000 

Tons. 
ll,Ol:lO 

7,488 
~ ;:),115 
8,g6o 

lO,.::l.::lO 
1.::l,910 
12,;:)33 
12,860 
13,225 
14,426 
11,211 

300 Adj. 
1,400 Adj. 
1,200 
1,200 
1,{100 

Tons. 
1,970 
5,512 
4,885 
4,140 
2,780 
1,090 
1,576 
1,240 
1,520 

874 
850 
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Here's f"edom to him that would read, 
Here's freedom to him wbo would write; 

For there's none ever feared .that the hutb 
should be heard, 

!Jut those whom the truth would indite. 
-Bztrns. 

MILDURA, AUGUST 12, 1940 

THE POSITION OF THE 
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 

ONE prominent leader in the wheat indus

try recently stated that, under our econ

omic system, with its much vaunted high 

standard of living, the primary producer ap
peared destined to be, .. the hewer of wood and 

the carrier of water, for the rest of the com

munity, and on a bare subsistence. When we 
read of the claims of sections of those in sec

ondary industries, highly protected in this 

Australian market, side by side with those re
ports of the economic position of some of our 

great primary exporting industries, it gives 

some concern as to how the trend of events 
is moving. Is there to be a "poor white" 

section created by the system, as there has 
been· in many primary industries in the United 

States where the immense powe.r of the sec

ondary interests is in control and becoming 
stronger as the chaotic condition of the 

others weakens them more and more politic
ally. 

The approach to the Court by the Trade 
Union movement for an alteration of the 
system of compiling index figures for basic 

wage adjustment is designed to facilitate a. 
considerable increase-with 
cr~se for margins for skill. 

consequent in

Here starts the 
nvicious circle"-the passing on of costs

the new index figures resulting-then the fur

ther increase in wages. Where is the limit? 
During the ••depression" this drift was ar

rested by the 10 per cent. cut in- the basic 
wage. In this industry the wage was then 

brought to £3/4/-. The restoration of the 

depression period cut, plus the. adjustments 
on index figures started the "circle" again, 

until 'today the wage is £4/3/-, which rate is 
due for any prescribed adjustme.nt ·in Novem

ber and again. in February, wirth an additional 
3/- per week for ••seasonal" workers as de

£ned in the Award. The limit of this is 

difficult to foresee, especiaHy if there is any 
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sharp increase in the basic wage, with its con

sequent repercussion of accelerating the 

"vicious circle" referred to. 
While all this is developing as a probability, 

the cost of essentials to primary industries, 

particularly imported items, are .soaring; prices 
are fixed for the products that are not in 

·adequate relation to costs, and the producer 
has to make the best of it. Meanwhile, the 

manufacturer, probably working on Govern
ment contracts that permit him to make a 

'fixed percentage of profit based on his cost of 

Production, is not seriously concerned M a 

rise in costs, for so the aggregate of his per

centage of profit increases. The worker gets 

his rise and the employer is protected against 
the increase of cost ... in fact is better off. 

In this industry we have been able to con
trol our Australian price and have had permis

sion from the Authority to make a small in

crease to help meet added costs. However, 
only on approximately 16 per cept. of the 

total Australian production at full costs of 

production. Over 50 per cent. of our export 
goes to Gre.at Britain, Which country is de

termined to keep the cost of living down. Our 

last sale, which included 14,000 tons of sul

tanas that were mostly in the higher grades, 
sold at £30 per ton as a flat -rate for all 

gr.ades. This on four crown fruit represented 
a drop of some £12 on the average price for 

that grade in previous sales. This does not 
necessarily mean that futUre sales will be so 

drastically reduced in price-there are many 

factors involved that influence the negotia

tions, but is an indication of the position that 

primary industries can be placed-in that of 

soaring costs and falHng returns. With the 

growing political power of interests not con

cerned vrith -the welfare of the, man on the 
land, there appears a very great need for 

stronger cohesion on the part of primary inter

ests if we are not to be left lamenting, as is 

the case in the American States. 

THE SON OF WALTER CARO 
LOST IN ACTION 

The many friends of Mr. Walter Caro, who 
has been the Appraiser for Lond·on Agency of 
the Export Control Board, will regret the loss 
of his son, Tony, in the "Orama," off the Nor. 
wegian coast. Thi's ship-, in which Tony Caro 
was Purser, was lost by enemy action during 
the evacuation of Narvik. 

Ma;ny Diggers, and Particularly those who 
were in the HHororata" in the 1914 convoy, will 
remember the old "Orama.'' 

; .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,.,,,,, ......................... . 
' "News" on Newsprint ' 

This issue of the '"News" has been 
printed on newsprint, a war-time ex
pedient made necessary by heavy in
creases in paper costs, freight, and diffi
cUlty in securing paper supplies. 

In a new form, this. journal loses none 
of its distinctive character and read
ing matter is no less legible. 

~llltlliiU11111111UIIIIIIIIIIfiUUIIIIIIIIIIIIttllllllllllllllllllll<t<<<<<<IOIIIIIIIIIIIII~ 

It is said that Field Marshal Goering is so 
mUch decorated-he is Hermann to the Ger
man people-that if he gets any more medals 
there is only one place: to put them, and then 
he won't be able to take his seat in the Reich
stag. 

PERSONAL 
Mr. Jack Connolly, Investigating Officer for 

the South Australian State Board, in company 
with his brothers, has enlisted in the A.I.F. 
AppOinted from the grading staff of inspectors 
in 1934, Mr. Connolly has earned the confi
dence of the. industry. Mr. Twiss, secretary 
of the· Board, states in a letter that the work 
of this officer was of such a standard that it 
is confidently anticipated he will make equal 
progress in his new. sphere. We join the 
Board in the expression of good wishes con
tained in the letter. 

Major T. Steele, M.L.C., a member of the 
N.S.W. Dried Fruits Boord and of the Tree 
Fruits Advisory Committee to the Board of 
Management, has been called up for service 
with the forces. Major Steele, who was an 
artillery commander in the last war, has made 
'a continued study of gunnery work and prin
ciples, and we congratulate him on his useful
ness at a tim~ whe.n such highly-trained men 
are in urgent demand. 

Mr. E. J. Mulvaney Appointed 
To Export Control Board 

To Deputise For Mr. A. F. Bell 
The appointment of Mr. A. F. Bell to the 

chairmanship of the Central Wool Committee 
responsible for the marketing control of the 
immensely important wool clips of the Com
monwealth during war-time, was viewed with 
some concern by the drif'ld fruit industry, 
which has learned to know the value of his· 
work as the Government's commercial nom
inee on the Control Board. However, his ser
vices have not been entirely lost as he still 
finds some of his private time to keep contact 
with our affairs. The industry is fortunate in 
having appoi~ted to deputise for Mr. Bell, Mr. 
Mulvaney, who hM beeh acting as Economic 
Advisor to the Board since his retirement 
from the Commonwealth serVice. · 

With 51 years of public service-first in 
the then Victorian Customs Department, and 
later with the Commonwealth when Federa
tion took placer-Mr. Mulvaney has gathered 
a vast store of knowledge of the problems 
associated with production and. marketing dif
ficulties, and has assisted in the drafting of 
many marketing Acts. 

To London, in charge of the Custems 
branch of the High Commissioners Office, 
where he transacted important business, on the 
Commonw-ealth behalf, on the Continent, and 
in the U.S.A.; back to Australia, and seconded 
to the Treasury, where he· got close to Dig
gers' affairs in his well-known administration 
of the issue of War Gratuities. This problem 
over, we find him the obvious choice for the 
Department of Markets and Migration secre
taryship (later the Department of Commerce). 

This position he held until his retirement. 
In between times, he has acted on the De
Velopment and Migration Commission, the 
Australian Natiohal Travel Association, and 
the Overseas Trade Publicity Committee, to 
mention the more important of his activities. 

A recent -Sydney press statement puts the 
opinion thus:-

••No man in Australia has a better know
ledge of organisation of. overseas markets 
for Australian primary products, or of re
quirements of overs-eas purchasers. His ad
vice in this respect has been of enormous as
sistance to the Dried Fruits Export Con
trol ~Board." 
And to this we can heartily agree, and feel 

glad to have this experience available to our 
industry in these difficult times. 
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Frost· Prevention by Orchard Heating 
Some Lessons of the Past Seasons 

Unreliable Thermometers. a Menace 
A lot of oil has gone up in smok~much of it unnecessarily, and a lot of hard 
work has been done, to·no avail-since the A.D.F.A. Frost Conference in 1936 
resulted in a big expansion in the practice of orchard heating .. 

Much of this waste of material and labor is avoidable. 
· Notwithstanc!ing errors, a great deal of loss of production ,was averted, and this 
method of prevention has been .successful. The following, based on notes from 
several centres, are given to indicate that, by careful study of the problem, the 
maximum savillg of the crop can be made with the minimum of cost and effort. 
Too many growers have neglected to observe for themselves and· have either 
wasted oil, or lost crops, to the detriment of the district schemes for frost pre
vention. To burn when there is no danger-only to find that adjacent and 
equally vulnerable blocks, left unprotected, have not been damaged, is not good 
for the individual finances or the scheme in general, just as distrust of the 
method can be engendered in others when lighting up is done too late or in
sufficient numbers of heaters lit. 

FAUL;TY THERMOMETERS THE 
CAUSE OF LOSS 

It is in unreliable thermOmeters that the 
fault lies. The vital essential is to have ther
monieters that can be depended upon. Facili
'ties for testing are available,_ and these should 
·be availed of each year just prior to the dan-~ 
ger period, preferably during the winter frosts 
when more reliable tests can be made under 
fieJd conditions than can be attempted with 
the use o.f brine and ice. It is essential to test 
below freezing, in addition to at and above 
that point. 

The dangerous point for sultanas ls shown, 
by many reports of actual conditions last year) 
to be at 28 degrees. .Vine leaves that had a 
few drops of Water placed on them were seen 
to freeze at about 27 f degrees of air tempru-
.ature.- Water on inanimate objects, not bene
fiting from the latent hea-t of the sap, adja
>eent, was frozen the mo~'e-nt the air temper
ature got to freezing point. 

This goes a long way to explain the value 
of having the land wet, thus ensuring a good 
flow of sap, and also preventing the ground 
.cooling off too quickly. These points are es
tablishe,d on the actual experience of men who 
have kept a careful watch under fi·eld condi
tions, and have taken a chance, on por
Tions of their blocks to obtain com
parisons. In practice they have found that it 
is quite safe' at 29 degrees, and the writer has 
several times noted that the vines with shoots 
4-5 -in. long have not been harmed after two 
hours at temperatures fluctuating between 28 
and 29 degrees. A drop to near 27 degrees 
caused loss. This on land that had not been 
watered, but with a wet subsoil and a dry 
surface. It might be said that this is getting 
the method down to a :fine art. It is-and 
the money involved makes it well worth 
some study. 

And the first study is the thermometer. One 
that is 2 degrees out either way, unknown to 

the opera-tor, is useless. It has been found 
that many men have been using instruments 
that are four degrees out. To picture a man 
carefully watching his - thermometer, every
thing ready to light up at that vital degree, 
and then going off~ perhaps to burn £10 worth 
of oil and have to refuel before morning or 
next day, when he should be resting, or not 
burning at all, or too late, and finding his 
crop gone and his thermometer some degrees 
out, is to lament. This has happened. 

TYPE, SIZE AND NUMBER OF HEATERS 
H"aving regard to the close attention to 

temperatures and the need to leave lighting up 
as late as safety permits-always, as experi
ence has shown, with the chance of a last
minute rise in temperature due to a movement 
o± air-the first need is in regard to the type 
of heaters. These should have: ( 1) the mini
murri of parts; (2) be easily controlled for 
burning rate; ( 3) be such that the lids do 
got blow off (very often a gusty, showery 
day, followed by a still night, precedes a bad 
frost) and allow rain in, so making for dif ~ 
ficuky in lighting; ( 4) can be put out with a 
minimum of effort and as q1.1ickly as possible, 
having regard to fuel economy, after danger 
has passod. A closely fitting lid that will 
not move is an advantage in the case of a 
pot being knocked over. 

The size of the heaters is rather a difficu1t 
matter to recommend. For the average 
spring frost in sultana areas the six-quart will 
get through with careful control. This in-
volves the need to leave well open when lit
to get immediate -rise in temperature and to 
ensure burning-coming round inuniediately 
for adjustment, when it will be found' that 
the heater is burning well and can be then cut 
down to the minimum required without fear 
of it going out. On the~ othe.r hand, the 
large t}rpe of heater to hold, say three gallons, 
has its advantages in a long sustained frost 
where refuelling is involved. This enables one 

man to look after more he:Jters in that it 
saves refuelling during the night. It also elim
inates the slackening off of the burning rate 
in B.T. units as the burning surface lessens· 
near ·the ·bottom of the he.ater. However, 
this is a matter of cost of plant and the large 
amount of fuel to be held in the initial stages. 

Reverting to the details re the type of 
heater required, the following points have 
been found to be of value, and they are all in 
faVor of the square type (made in one piece 
by an ingenious system of folding) with a 
slioing lid. 

1. The sliding lid takes the placo of the 
spider, or spreader, in the round pots, 
does not fall out of place, and is one 
less part to handle. 

2. It allows for simplicity of regulation 
with a stick to move it, and it can be 
replacod by the settler when damaged 

3. Lids will not blow off. 
4. Putting out is simply a matter of .push

ing lid further on with a S'tick without 
stopping in stride, and with one hand 
free. 

5. There is often a loss by spilling, and 
the closely fitting lid minimises this. 

THE NUMBER OF HEATERS 
This is rather difficult to decide, it being 

divided into several -aspects. First it can be 
stated that 60 to the acre-generally consid
ered to be the minimum number which al
lows for banking on boundaries-burning full 
out, are mOre than enough for a 24 degree 
temperature, and in a, long burn, which would 
probably be the case under such conditions, 
the problem of refuelling would be great for 
one man on more than two to two and a half 
acres. However, it appears that for all ex
cept the most severe arid prolonged frosts 60 
heaters could be made to suffice with con
tro.lled burning, that it, keeping the temper
ature at a point just above safety-say at 29! 
degrees-always taking care that there is 
sufficient fuel unburnt, either by having all 
heaters going with small openings, or alternate 
ones in the row or those in every second row 
burning at a·faster rate. In this regard it is 
the better plan to have enough burners going 
at a steady rate to hold temperature, so "that, 
in the event of a quick fall in temperature 
outside it is a simple matter to move quickly 
along and slide each lid open a little more, 
again watching that too much heat is not 
n;::ide at the cost of oil wastage. The practice 
of depending on unit heaters to meet any fall 
in temperature involves delay (in lighting) 
in heat rise, although it might save work next 
day if only alternate rows are used at .the start 
and , are su:fficien t. 

FROST ALARMS 
In view of the experience gained in the 

past few seasons, it can be considered that 
3 0 degrees is the absolutely safe point for 
alarm if a man has his own alarm 
- this providing everything is ready for 
immediate action when he. gets to the vines. 
For district alarm in frost committee .schemes, 
alarms set at 3 2 degrees enable ample time for 
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key men to give the C'Ontacl: point the warn
ing before attending to their own work. The 
writer, who has had a group thermometer, 
Set at 34 degrees, was Considerably inconveni
enced last season at· false alarms, or rather 
at the alarm going off five degrees before the 
lighting point. It was noted that many 
times the temperature rose almost as soon as 
the alarm had gone, and often fluctuat~d at 
that point all night, whereas once it got to 
3 2 degrees, there was, with some exceptions, 
.a tendency to fall, generally slowly e.nough 
not to be dangerous before daylight. An in
strument having alternate settings is to be 
desired, particu1arly for keymen with com
mittee installed alarms. The alarm can be 
given by phone without getting out of bed, 
and then the circuit can be switched over tO 
.the 3 0 degree setting, and very often a good 
night's rest e,njoyed (having in mind the 
many nights spent down at the vines watching 
the temperature hover above 3 0 degrees until 
morning). This is another instance of what 
might be termed th~ finer points of a worry
ing job. If the vines are at any distance 
from the home it is advisable to have this 
.alarm down on the spot and the rest can be 
had in a shelter or car nearby. Her~ again, 
absolute confidence in the thermometer en-' 
abies sure rest even though the ponditions are~ 
dangerous. 

SUMMARY 
To summarize the random notes made: It 

is possible to effect this insurance with a mini
mum 1Qf effort and worrying loss of time, 
sleep and money. 

1. By careful testing of instruments to 
the extent of having complete faith in the 
readings. 

2. By the use of a type of heater with a 
minimum of parts and a secure and easily 
operated lid for wide scope in control. 

3. By taking 29 degrees as the danger 
point in sultanas and having plant in such 
condition that quick lighting is possible. 

4. By the installation of an adjustable 
alarm system wliich ca~ be set at will for key 
men,. and at 3 0 for own use. 

And so, from a proper study of the prob
lem, and with efficient plant and organisation, 
the matter of frost P,revention can be made 
a very simple and far less costly business than, 
unfortunately, many have made it, and have 
consequently condemned it as being unecon
Otnic. The only cost then, is whilst the oil 
is actually burnlng___.the depreciation of heat
ers, especially if hung on the trellis w,hile not 
burning-and while the oil is burning it is 
paying a very high insurance return on fruit 

'"'""'""""""'"'""'"'""""""'""'"'"""""""""'"'"""""""'":: 

FEDERAL COUNCIL MEETING 
At the recent meeting of the Board 

of Management, a letter was received 
from the A.D.F.A. River Council, South 
Australia, suggesting that the Federal 
Council be held at 11ildura this vear, as 
it was felt that this would save ~xpense 
to growers and loss of time to delegate.s. 

It was resolved:-
"That it be tentatively arranged 

that the Fe_der-al Council Meeting be 
held at Mildura, comme,ncing on Mon
day, 28th October, 1940." 

- . -
~""'"'''"""''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''"' 

of a two ton crop at £30 a ton. Mr. L. Mad
dern, of Monash, whose ,reports -many of the 
abov~ points have been taken from, reports 
of a tomato grower, Mr. Watkins, of Cob
dobla (S.A.) who has had great success with 
heating. He states: Mr. Watkins did the job 
thoroughly and was able to save his crop for 
over a month and through severe frosts. lie 
was able thus to keep on picking tomatoes 
for the Melbourne market. When the bulk 
of his cr-op was picked and other work was 
waiting, he let the heating go for one night, 
with the re.sult that the remaining crop was 
wiped out. Since his experience other to
mato growers have adopted the methOd with 
equallt_ good results." 

For e,arlier notes in this journal, concern
ing frost _prevention, see issues of August, 
1936; June, 1937; and August, 1938. For 
further information, the following pamphlets 
are reccmmended:-

"Prevention of Damage by Frost," Shell 
Company. 

"Frost, the Destroyer,' Egan and Williams~ 
"Broadway," Oakleigh, S.£.12, Victoria. 

"Frost Prevention in ·californiJ. Orchards," 
Circular No. 40, University of Calif. 

"Frost Risks and Frost Forecasting," W_ A. 
Watt, late Commonwealth Meteorologist. 

"Frost Prevention and Orchard Heating/' 
J. --B. Harris, Department of Agriculture, 
South Australia. 

Messrs. A. V. Lyon, C.S.I.R. Research Sta
tion, Merbein, Victoria; D. Brown, Depart
ment of Agriculture, Nyah, Vic., and Frost 
Clubs are available for advice. 

An American writer, enlarging on the Heat 
more raisins, beans, grapefruit - the apple. 
a day," naively adds that, "a ma·n's stomach 
will only hold a certain, amount. If you fill 
it with heans it won"t hold raisins." 

WHEN YOU BUY 

CANADIAN PRODUCTS 

IN buying Canadian products you contribute to the 
mutual prosperity of both Australia and Canada by 

encouraging trade between the two countries. Canada 
buys Australian dried fruits and other primary products 
and Australia in turn buys Canada's capital goods such 
as aluminium, .asbestos, softwood timber, newsprint, 
novelty textiles, tools of trade, etc. For information about 

imports from Canada consult the Canadian Government Trade Commis
sioners' offices at Sydney (L. Moore Cosgrave) and Melbourne 
(Frederick Palmer). 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT ~~ TRADE COMMISSIONER 

Box 3952 V, G.P.O., Sydney , , , 83 William St., Melbourne. 

EXTRACTION OF POTASH 
FROM VINE ASH 

By E. C. ORTON, B.Sc,A.I.C. 
In view of the fact that some growers are 

burning vine pruning in order to obtain pot
ash, the following notes on the progress of 
trials being conducted at the Merbein Research 
Station may be of interest. , 

This season all vine cuttings at the station 
will be burned and treated in this ma:nner. 
To date, all the sultanas prunings have been 
raked out and burned, and the: resulting ash 
collecte,d. A portion of the ash which was 
~bi:ained from about eight acies of vines has 
been extraoted. 

The yield of crude potash obtained per acre 
appears tO vary considerably according to the 
vigor of the, vines, but on the average is ap
preciably _lower than was obtained last season 
with canes f.rom a block in Birdwoodton. 

The eight acres of vines tre;ted so far in
clude over two acres of weak vines on salty 
land, and about three acres of vigorous vines, 
the remainder being of average vigor. The 
average yield of crude potash (as estimated 
by Be.) was lO,..lbs. per acre, and the maxi
mUm with good vines was approximately 15-
lbs. pez:: acre. 

Although this yield is comparatively low, 
it seems likely that extract equivalent to some 
250-lbs. of crude potash will be obtained al
together. This is sufficient to cold dip more 
than half the Research Station sultana crop 
of 45 to 50 tons. , 
METHOD OF EXTRACTING THE ASH 

It has bee.n found advisable t~ slightly mod
ify the method of e~tracting the ash previous
ly described: The method now employed is 
as follows: 

1. Fill a tank (such as an 8 0 gallon 
round) half full with ash, and add water un
til nearly full. 

2. Stir t~oroughly, and allow to stand 
with o-c-casional stirring for at least 24 hours. 
Stir ~gain and allow to settle overnight. 

3. Syphon off the clear liquid by means 
of a hose (preferably lin. diam. or larger). 

4. Fill again with water, stir thoroughly. 
allow to stand until dear, and syphon off 
ag.am. 

5. Repeat this operation until the Be. of 
the liquid syphoned off is not more than 0. 5 
degrees Be. 

It is usually necessary to extract three or 
four times altogether. The first extract is: 
usually somewhere about 3 Be., and if this is 
rthe desired Be., can be retained for dipping 
purposes. The remaining extracts should be 
used in extracting a fresh lOt of ash. If de
sired, the ash can be extracted before the 
dipping season, and the resulting extracts 
stores in tanks un'til :needed. 

With cold dip, 3 degrees Be. (or higher) is 
is recommended. With mixed dip i degrees 
Be. (plus caustic soda to crack, and oil) 
should be used. · 

Consumption of Dried Fruits 
The following comparison in the per capita 

consumption of dried fruits; is of interest, par
ticularly when it is remembered that the 
American publicity drives· have often been 
given as an example of what could be done in 
Australia. (Pound• per head) 

Apricots 
Peaches 

U.S.A. Australia 
.25 .29 
.32 .10 

Prunes 1.96 .64 
Raisins 2.18 5.30 

It will be noted that, whilst we are well 
ahead on raisins and slightly up 1>n apricots. 
we -,are very much behind on the othef fruits 
to such an extent that there shoUld be defin
ite possibility of! further inCreasing sales of the 
latter. 
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WEST AUSTRALIAN 
STATE BOARD 

At the July meeting of the Board some in
teresting matters affecting growers wete dealt 
with in addition i:o a good deal of routine 
.items. A considerable amount of correspond
..ence had passed between the Board and the 
several other Boards in the industry, and this 
·showed a , close and useful co-operation, to
gether with a very definite stage of uniform-
jry of practice in administration. 

A paragraph in the Minutes dealing with 
.correspondence from the Export Contt"oJ 
Board states that this hody had advised that 
consideration had been given to the repre
-sentations of the W.A. Board regarding the 
position of W.A. growers ~f currants and 
-that in the negotiations every effort had been 
made to secure higher prices for currants, but 
:that on the whole it was thought satisfactory 
.arrangemoots had been ffiade in concluding _the 
disposal of the entire surplus of the Austral
ian currant crop. 

Other· matters dealt with that are of im
mediate interest to groWers were: 

Proposed Regulatirms for Classing of Dried 
Fruit at Packing Houses. - FolloWing the 
preparation of. proposed regulations under the 
Dried Fruits Act as to classing of dried fruits 
;;: packing houses, copies of which had been 
submitted to all the packing houses registered 
by the W.A .. Board, a letter was received from 
:the Packers' Association to the effect· that it 
was considered the arrangements· for classi
'.fication of fruit at the door already adopted 
by the packers for the past two years had 
~n successful .and that the gazettal of regu
lations covering such phase of the business 
was unwarranted, and they 'did not think that 
"[he proposed regulations Would improve the 
present position. 

After consideration the secretary was in-, 
..structed to forward the. proposed regulations 
;to the Department of Agriculture for approval 
and gaZettal, with a request that the Dried 
.Fruits Legislation should, if necessary, be 
;~.mended in order to make such regulations 
legal. 

A letter was received from the secretary of 
the S.A. Dried Fruits Board in reply to an 
~nquiry by the Viticulturalists' Union of W.A., 
making information available r~garding the 
proceedure in connection with packing-house 
;classification in South Australia. 

Window Displays. - The window display 
.expert .having supplied a list of shops at which 
window displays of dried. fruits were being 

:made, it was- arranged for the Board members 
,and secretary to make an inspection of the 
,displays after the business of the meeting had 
1be·en concluded, so that the secretary could re
:rort their conclusions to the Joint Publicity 

-Committee as to the value of the window dis
plays. 

Inspector's Reports. - .The secretary read 
for the information of the Board members the 
:result of certain investigations by the Board's 
.inspector, and following the Board's instruc
-tion ·at the June meeting, it was decided to 
communicate with a certain storekeeper on 
'the lines suggested. 

W .A. Pack.-From returns received from 
the registered agents, the secretary reported 
that the pack for W.A. at June 30 amounted 
to 2,9"08 tons of currants, 423 tons of sul
tanas, and 250 tons of lexias, and the infor
mation had been conveyed to Eastern States' 
Boards. 

Bank Fixed Deposit.-The secretary afford
ed information to the Board members as to 
the rate of interest on the Board's fixed de
posit at the Bank of New South W'ales, and 
reference w~s made to -the matter of purchase 
of war saving ce,rtificates. It was considered 
that the Board should give further attention 

'THE INTRICACIES . OF ENGLISH 
The very contraditions in rules of English 

make it all the more' iriteresting, and we often 
come up ~gainst some queer departures from 
the accepted idea. 

Here is one that--might be used in those 
forms of Competitions . that are becoming so 
popular on the air. The "Dried Fruits News'' 
is published bi-monthly, i.e., every two 
month. The New South Wales Board report 
stated that the Board was to me.et bi-annually, 
or ·twice a year. Here was an apparent con
tradiction of terms. In a letter on the mat
ter, Mr. Try, secretary to the Board, supplies 
the solution as follows. 

, The meaning of bi-annual, given in Web
ster's, is "oCcurring twice a year"-"biennial" 
meaning every two years. 

Going further into the matter, "bi" ·(Latin) 
js stated to be akin to "his," meaning twice 
or two. It is stated tha~t "bi" is equivalent 
to "semi," and advice is given that it is pre
ferable to use "senii" to avoid ambiguit-y: On . 
further investiga.tion, "I found to my .. sur
prise," adds Mr. Try, "that 'bi-monthly' 
means occurring, done, or coming once in 
two months, and 'bi-weekly' means every two 
weeks." Such are the editorial traps. 

"'"'"·""'""'"''"""'"'""""'"'"""""""'"""'"'""""""'"""'""g 

Continued Demand For ! 
"Water Into Gold" j 

Under an arrangement between the ~ 
author, Ernestin~ Hill, the publishe.rs, § 
and this association, an obviouS demand § 
fOr the book is ca·tered for by a further § · 
editioll. The book is in similar form ~ 
with the exception that the number of -
illustrations is reduced to 72. This de
cision will be of special interest to 
branch executives and members who 
have made inquiries for additional' copies 
for school library use particularly, and 
for visitors to the dried fruits centres. 
Inquiries to the publishers, Messrs. Rob
~rtson and MUllens, Melbourne, or to 
this association, will suffice if the book 
is not soon in the districts. 

That the selection of Ernestine Hill 
for the difficult work of writing a book 
that had to be, and is, historical and 
entertaining, was· justified, .. is evident 
from the success of the work and, most 
inte.resti~g, that she has established her
self as one of our best writers on matters 
Australian. Things have come her way. 
Her merit is rewarded by recognition in 
the form of a grant from the Australian 
Literary Fund, which will enable her to 
concentrate .on some important historical 
writing without having to spend portion 
of her time on freelance work to keep 
the pot boiling. The appointment to 
conduct the Women's _ section of the: 
A.B. C. Weekly is pleasing -to this in
dustry. We congratulate her and wish 
her all the best-not only an ever-in
creasing public for this book, but for 
that othe.r fine saga, "The Great Aus~ 
tralian Loneliness." 

~''"""'''""'"'"'"'""'"""'"""''''"'"''''''''''''''''"''''''''''''''''''''''' 

to the question of transferring into the Com
monwealth War Loan Investment the amount 
of the. fixed deposit when it matures in Janu
ary next. 

Deputy Chairman.-Mr. Hasluck intimated 
t}lat there was a possibility of his being called 
up for active service, and it was decided that 
in such event leave Df absence should be 
granted accordingly. 

Next Meeting.-It was decided to hold the 
next monthly meeting on Friday, August 16, 
instead of August 9~ in order to fit in with 
the secretary's business engagements. 

PROPOSED MILDURA 
EXTENSION 

Possibility of New Citrus 
Area · 

11 

The folloWing .statement in the "Citrus 
News" is of general interest. The mention of 
the suitability of the land mentioned for dried 
fruits arld other forms -of production, is ap
parently only incidental to the scheme, for 
whilst there might be. room for a small ex..:: 
tension in the production of certain varieties 
of fruits, it is the policy .of all State Govern
ments to ensure that the production of dried 
vine fru-(ts is kEpt within economic limits, and 
no new ar.eas are to be allowed to use water 
for this purpose . until full consideration has 
beeD. given to the marketing possibilities for 
the product.· The statement reads:-

The Mildura district, because of the suit
ability of its .soil and climate, produces cit
rus fruit equal ·to the highest quality in the 
Commonwealth; and fruit of this high qual-

""~~ 

ity is limited to very few districts. There , 
is, therefore, an obligation on the industry 
to extend production of good citrus until it 
reaches the CommOnwealth consumptive de
mand. 

There are several citrus varieties which are 
Lmder-produced. Valencias on seville stock per
mit marketing from January to mid-May. 
Pric-es have been unduly high during these 
months for several years, having been, at 
some stag~s, three times as high as would be 
reasonably profitable. Then there are· sevilles 
for jam, and lemons for factory use. Navels 
on seville stock, for late- marketing in Aug
use and October, are also in demand. 

The special nature of these requirements 
indicates that any further plantings should 
be carefully considered. We understand that 
the . First 11ildura Irrigation Trust is at pre
sent considering a suggestion to provif}e water 
by a re-lift on the 90-foot channel to the 
high land between Irymple South and Red 
Cliffs. The possibility of supplying water 
from Red Cliffs is also considered. It is esti
mated th~t there is at least 300 to 400 acres 
of land in this area suited to citrus, and a 
much greater area suited to other plants, in
cluding dried fruit production. It is. be
lieved that this land could he obtained for 
£5 to £6 per acre. It is mostly cleared of 
timber, .and, with a water- right, should sell 
at a price which would recoup the costs of 
the pumping installation, channelling, and 
possibly drainage outfall provision. 

It Would be -necessary, if this plan comes to 
pass, to provide two or three years ahead for 
citrus trf!es on right stock and of selected 
strains, and also to organise plantings in line 
with the special demands. This appears to be 
a fully warranted Plan, which would be a 
vahtah1e development of the Mildura district 
by use of available land and ~esources.
A.E.C. 

It is better to be sun-burnt on your vaca.; 
tion than tanned on your week-end. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Ply. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
34, dated 3rd August, 1934, has heen ap
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other E.sters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent Unauthorised use of their 
invention. 
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THE STATISTICAL POSITION 
Reasonably Sound Conditions Ruling 

PROBLEMS FOR THE FUTURE 
The completion of the arrangements for marketing a record crop of 61 ,500 
tons of sultanas, 24.500 tons of currants, and 8,000 tons of lexias at this early 
date is of great value to the industry in affording some compensation for the 
lower prices obtained. The outstanding feature in the past few months has 

·been the bulk purchase of the balance of our currants and sultanas by the British 
Government. The price of £30 for the 14,000 tons of sultanas in the second 
contract came as an unpleasant surprise to growers, and some concern is ex~ 
pressed regarding the coming season. There ar~ several potentialities that give 
a feeling of confidence,. however, and it is of interest to examine them, together 
with the events of the past few months. 

Taking the average of the first and second -
sales of sultanas, th~ price, delivered into ware
house, over all grades would be £3 7 a ton. 
Apart from the 15 0 0 tons of 5 -crown, the 
great bulk of the tonnage was in 4-crown, 
the greater part of the lower grades having 
been sold on :fixed price markets. Under in
structions from the Control Board, each packer 
took his proportionate tonnage of each con
tract, in grades that were sent. The sweat
box return from this price would be approxi
mately £29 per ton. This on 52 per cent. of 
the sultana -pack, and subj-ect to differentials 
for quality. 

These returns are low, but will be assisted 
to some extent by those from other markets. 
However, the general return must. be down 
several £'s per ton, the approximate amount ~f 
which cannot be ascertained until the exact 
percentages of the pack for each market are 
decided. 

The general r~sult of the sales to the United 
Kingdom is a feeling of relief, Particularly in 
view of the problems that were being face.d. 
We ~ere absolutely dependent on the Mother 
Country. First of' all to get the fruit there 
with her control of the. seas; this is costly, and 
the British taxpayer who iS paying extremely 
high taxes is bearing the charge, together with 
the war risk on shipments. Then, there was 
no other place to -sell it except at absurd 
rates. .The costs, induding war risk men
tioned, of storage in U.K., which is no light 
responsibility, dra:ftage, certain fumigation 
charges, discount and brokerage, Port of Lon
don charges, would hav€i made heavy inroads 
into our price, and with the_ increased marine 
freights now at 75/- plus·I9/2 exchange, per 
40 cubic feet (five-sixths of a ton), we would 
have needed . the. previous average prices to 
have obtained the average swea,t box return 
we are g€itting from the contracts. The respon
sibility for all these charge.s, for all except -the 
marine freight and several other items that are 
not appreciable, has been assumed by the Brit
ish Government. · A liability that would have 
_been a heavy one for us to bear. 

CURRANTS 
With currants the average price for the 

18,000 tons sold under the contracts reads as 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended· 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs, and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

£3 0 over all grades, but as the great bulk of 
the sales were in -2-crown, which sold at £28, 
compared with £3 5 for 4-crown, £31 for 3-
crown, and £26 for 1-crown, the average 
price would be nearer the £27-£2 8 mark for 
growers in Eastern States, and possibly a little 
higher for the better average grades from 
West Australia. The sweat-box value of ap
proximately £16 is low, and ev~n with the as
sistance of saleS to other markets, becomes a 
problem for the currant grower. 

However, the situation had all the elements 
of. disaster for currant growers, when, during 
the process of the negotiations the. price of 
£25 flat rate offered for the 10,000 tons was 
s-o low that it would have been ruinous. The 
Export Control Board was fully seized with 
the position, and the decision to hold the fruit 
and e.ndeavor to obtain an outlet for it 
through the Commonwealth Government, or 
in any avenue that would give a reasonable 
return, was vindicated when, finally, the par
cel was sold to the :Ministry of Food at the 
rates set out. The; position appeared to be 
that Great Britain had ample stocks of .cur~ 
rants from Grecian sources· and there were 
Plenty more available at cheap rates. and 
nearer home. However, the entry of Italy 
into the war and the immediate closing of the 
Mt;.diterranean, plus the instant rise in the cost 
of transport 3.nd risk, materially altered the 
position in our favor: 

This brieJ outline of the history of this 
deal is of some concern to this industry. If 
it is the policy ·of the authority appointed by 
the British Government to buy foodstuffs in 
the cheapest market with a view of economy 
and cheap ·food to keep the. cost of living 
down, it becomes a serious matter for the 
Empire primary producers. We know the 
acute position of the Mother Country and the 
enormous burden she is carrying, and in these 
s_ales any attempt to exploit this position would 
be anathema to us. Those whose work it was 
to negotiate were aware of the minds of grow
ers in this regard and wer~ fully 'prepared to 
accept the barest minimum compatible with 
the need to maintain our properties in a rea
sonable state of cultivation. Had they been 
force.d to accept lower rates -it would simply 
mean that they were committing many to fin
ancial suicide. If the buying of foodstuffs 
is- to be on the lines of a hard bargain, the 
position of primary industries under such con
ditions· must be serious and the repercussions 
through the 'Dominions cannot but d.e.triment
ally affect their ability to put their full weight 
behind the Empire. · 

The sudden change of buying policy mani
fested in the second sale of sultanas .is not so 
sever~ in view of the earlier sales, b~t if the 
future policy for this fruit is to be as it ap~ 
pears to be with currants, it is of serious co-n
cern. 

However, the Mediterranean situation indi
cates a change in the moveme1nts of fruit. 
Those countries whose harvestS are due in a 
month or so are-, this year, facing the unknown 
and are taking all precautions. These must 
indude provision of food storage., for which 
dried fruits are admirably suited, and we can 
antici.pate that the competition from these 
sources will ease. The drastic increases. in costs 
to U.K. will also have an inhibitory effe.ct. 

LEXIAS 
The lexia position is satisfactory and grow

ers of this fruit, after a long period of poor 
returns, have enjoyed remunerative prices in 
the p.ast few years. With the. re-entry of 
Spain to the market, our greatly improved 
quality held to us, and now it would appear 
that there is every possibility of Spain again 
going off the London market. Germany ·has 
unrestricted e,ntry to -the markets of that 
country and will probably make very deter
mined efforts to obtain food supplies at all 
costs. There is, of course, the possibility 
that Britain, who is trading freely with Spain, 
will endeavor to buy surplus foodstuffs from 
her in denial of Germany. Even as this is 
being written, it is possible that Germany i$ 
giving her "protection" to Spain. 

OTHER MARKETS 
Foe the balance of the markets there is little 

to add to our last summary. We have sold 
record tonnages in Canada and Ne.w Zealand,
and the home market promises the same. An 
inC'reased del_P.and is coming from the East. 

Developments in connection with the Can
adian business are~ of importance. A recent 
visitor to :Mildura stated that Canadians were 
anxious to have Aqstralian fruit and were 
using 1t m increasing quant1t1es. Be it so, but 
it is ,the buying price that carries some im
portance. Until recently the movement: of 
the American dollar favored our sales in· this 
market; now, with .the pegging of sterling, we 
can exp.ect more competitive selling by Cali
fornia for our 1941 fruit. 

The rapid increase in freight rates to Can
ada is costly. These have risen from 50/
pre-war and are now 85/- per 40 cubic feet, 
and must influence th~ f.o.b. price Canada 
will give for our fruit. To this mus-t be added 
war risk cover. 

America is cut out of all her European 
markets and must be a despe,rate bidder for 
what markets are open to her. Her crops are 
down this year, but, as a correspondent put 
it, "we have a 'whale' of a carry-over." 

These. notes are given more as a matter of 
general interest than a statement re futures. 
The somersault in the current situation is an 
example of «anything can happen." In fact, 
the whole history of our marketing is full of 
the unexpected-we have learned to live on 
vicissitudes-we are used to it. Meanwhile, 
as someone. has said, to make money last is to 
make it first, and keep it, or what you can of 
it, for the un-haTf-expected. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Agents' figures supplied to the end of July 

disclose the following position:-
VINE FRUITS Tons Tons Tons 

1940 1939 1938 
Currants " 2,739 2,449 2,310 
Sultanas " 6,972 6,706 6,302 
Lexias .. " 2,677 1,262 2,970 

--- --- ---
12,388 10,417 11,582 

TREE FRUITS 
Apricots " 733 591 368 
Nectarines .. " " 20 21 28 
Peaches " " .. 255 190 173 
Pears .. , .. 79 57 45 
Prunes .......... 1,165 870 732 

-- -- --
2,252: 1,729 1,346. 
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DRIED FRUITS PUBLICITY 
WIDE SCOPE OF COMMITTEE'S WORK 

Ever Increasing Per Capita Consumption 
Growers will read with interest and appreciation the report of the meeting of 
the Dried Fruits Publicity Committee, held in Sydney at the beginning of July. 
Sales in the Commonwealth are increasing each year at a rate higher than that 
of the growth of population, and, as set out in another part of this issue, the 
per capita consumption figures are well above those of the United States, which 
country is noted for its extensive advertising efforts. The very comprehensive 
advertising carried out with the restricted appropriation from the industry, to
gether with the selling policy of the Association and the. goodwill of the trade, 
which has this growers' organisation to thank for the avoidance of a price col
lapse recently, play a very great part in the successful development. Not the 
least of the credit must go to the remarkably keen and efficient team of pub
licity officers out on the job-with all its ups and downs. 

The report issued by the Chairman (Mr. 
Parker Moloney) reads:-

There were present: Messrs. Parker J. Molo
ney (chairman), G. ]. Evatt, W. N. Twiss 
(representing Mr. G. A. W. -Pope) In attend
ance. Mr. G. A. Try, Mrs. E. M. Suffern (for 
secretary). The Chairman apologised for Mr. 
Howie, who was unable to be present. 

DISPLAY MATERIAL 
Sine~ the last meeting- of the committee, the. 

new c;ntre display stands have been used in 
i::he committee's exhibit at the Sydney Royal 
S_bow and also in displays in the larger grocers' 
shops in the capital cities. Supplies have also 
been forwarded to all Dried Fruits BOards. 

A new eight-shee.t poster was delivered to 
t"he advertising sections of the Victorian and 
'New South Wales Railways. This is a replica 
,of the front outer cover of the Australian 
'Sunshine Cook;-ery BoC?k. Stocks of smaller 
·showcards used in window displays ar~ becom
lng depleted .and a further supply of a design 
in keeping with. the new centre stand has re
cently been ordered and will soon he. 'distri
buted for use in window displays in the other 
States. 

A new showcard has also been printed for 
use in the trams in Melbourne, Ge.elong,- Bal
larat and Bendigo. It is intended to forward 
:a quantity of these cards to Sydney when 
texisting stocks used in the Sydney and NeW
castle trams require. renewal. 

In addition, an attractive cardboard display 
container for showing open dried fruits in 
shop windows is in course of preparation. 

ITINERARIES 
Mr. A. E. Matthews, one of the committee's 

_publicity officers, left MelboUEne on March 4, 
1940, on1 -a tour to South- Australia, via West
-ern Victoria, and r-eturned to Melbourne on 
May 25, 1940. On June 10, Mr. Matthews 
departed for Gippsland, where the carrying 
out of his itinerary will occupy him until JulY 
10, after which it is proposed to utilise his 
-services in Mel'bourne bY cuncentrating on 
window displays in the best shopping centres 
in the city and metropolitan area. 

Mr. Rumble, another of the committee's 
-publicity officers, left Mrelbourne early this 
year for the purpose of conducting the, Sydney 
show-travelling via the Princes Highway 
and returning via the Hume Highway.- He 
is at present engaged iri dressing city and sub
urban windows and he will leave for Brisbane. 
(via Sydney) during the last week in July. 
Durini his stay in Sydney, which will be ap
proximately one month, he wiil contact and 
dress city and suburban windows in that city 
and, when proceeding to Queensland, he, will 
arrange to make window displays in the prin
cipal towns en route to Brisbane, where he is 

scheduled to arrive about August 6-in ample 
time. for the preparation of the committee's 
exhibit at the Brisbane Show on August 12. 

SHOWS 
(a) Sydney Royal Agricultural Show: 

The committee secured the same stand as it 
. has occupied in previous years, this site being 

excellently situated on a main aisle in the Hall 
of Industries. A very striking exhibit was 
shown-all dried fruits being displayed to ad
vantage-and sales created a record, resulting 
in the disposal of all stocks. It is considered 
that this. was particularly satisfactory whe.n it 
is remembered that the attendance was 
757,819 persons, as compared With 850,785 
last year. The stall was an outstandingly at
tractive one and was highly commented upon 
by the secretary of the. New South Wales 
Grocers' Association, various grocers, and the 
general public. A large qu-antity of cookery 
books was distributed. 

(b) As there will be no Melbourne and 
Adelaide. Shows this year, arrangements are 
being made for the publicity officers to stage 
exhibits at selected country shows and, in re
sponse to a request from various leading mer
chants in Hobart and Launceston, it is pro
posed to send Mr. Matthews to .Tasmania dur
ing the period of the Hobart and Launceston 
Shows. 

WINDOW DISPLAYS 
Some difficulty and disappointment have 

been experienced in regard to ·window dispJays1 
in grocers' shops arranged by contractors in 
Melbourne., Sydney and Adelaide, and it is in
tended, in the future, to remedy this position 
as much as possible. In this coimection, it 
has .been de~ided to augment the work per
formed by the publicity officers by engaging 
the part-time serVices of display experts to 
dress selected windo_ws in both Adelaide and 
Melbourne. In Sydney, a proposal is being 
considered that those windows not covered by 
the publicity offi'cers be arranged by W. ] . 
Coller Pty. Ltd., under the constant super
vision of the New South Wales Dried Fruits 
Board. It is hoped, under the new system, 
to secure. more suitable displays in better-class
shops ~onducted by groc·ers who are able and 
willing to c·o-operate to the mutual advantage 
of all concei-ned. 

With regard to displays· in the. country, the 
publicity o~cers wiii serve this side of the. 
committee's activities by r.egularly visiting the 
more important centres of South Australia, 
Victoria and New South Wales and dressing 
windows in selected shops. 

Windows in Perth and suburbs and also in 
Brisbane and the more populated country 
areas of Queensland are arranged by contrac
tors under the supervision of the ·West Aus
tralian Board and Mr. Stark, manager of As-

sociated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., Brisbane., 
respectively. 

FILMIS 
With regard to films., it .has been decided, 

after consultation with the Commonwealt-h 
Cinematograph Branch, to modernise and re-

r record the existing film of the industry. The 
revised film not only depicts packing house 
operations a:nd the p~roduction side of the in
dustry, but also includes scenes in a lighter 
vein emphasising the energy-producing values 
obtainabl~ by the constant use of dried fruits. 
At the close of the picture a photograph of a 
grocer's shop window displaying dried fruits 
is shown with the caption, "Look For This 
Display In Your District." The existing ani
mated cart-oon, "Cookery Nook," which has 
done useful service· as far. <iS juvenile audiences 
are concerned will shortly be replaced by a 
new animated film. 

COOKERY BOOKS 
The Australian Sunshine Cookery Book was 

. issued in June, 1939. Out of the original 
I 00,000 copies, approximately 74,000 copies 
have been distributed arid it will be necessary, 
therefore, to arrange for' the printing of fur
ther supplies in the near future. 

PRESS ADVERTISEMENTs 
Contracts to- the· value of nearly £600 have 

been signed for advertising in various papers 
which have been carefully selected as being 
best suited. for our purpose. 

BROADCASTING 
Gotham Pty. Ltd., of: Sydney, has just com

pleted a broadcasting contract of eight weeks' 
duration, as follows: Station 2GB, Sydney, 40 
100-word announcements at each of the 
breakfast, morning, lunch and night sessions; 
St.ition 4BC, Brisbane, 40 100-word announce
ments at each of· the breakfast and morning 
sessions, and 24 100-word announcements at 
night sessions; Station 4BH,. Brisbane, 40 100-
word announc-ements .at each of the, breakfast, 
women's and night sessions. 

The- Chairman further reported on the steps
being taken. by the CO-!llmittee in the drive to 
increase the local consumption of dried fruits, 
and instanced the negotiations just conclUded 
by the committee for the sale of 6d cartons
of dried fruits at all canteens in military 
camps throughout Victoria. He also stated 
that arrangements were being made for the 
installation of attractive posters to be placed 
on the Manly and other ferries in Sydney. 

A scheme is being formulated by the com
mittee whereby the right type of plum pud
ding· can be purchased at a very low cost, 
for the members of the A.I.F., both overseaS> 
and in camps throughout the, Commonwealth, 
and it is felt that the scheme will prove very 
popular among relatives and friends of the 
fighting forces. Full details of the proposal 
will be published later. 

AUDITOR'S REPORT 
The report by the. Auditor (State Audit 

Ofli.ce, Melbourne), dated June 2 5, 1940, of 
the committee's books and accounts for the 
year ended April 3 0, ·1940, was submitted, to
gether with _a certified statement of receipts 
and payments for the same period. 

Under the heading, "General Remarks," the 
Auditor stated: "The books and accounts are 
well ke.pt and all desired information was 
promptly and courteously supplied me." 

South Australian State 
Conference 

Unless otherwise decided in view of the pro
bability .pf difficulties arising from petrol 
rationing, the South Australian State Con
ference will be held at Berri on September 9. 
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Experimental Work on Dried Fruits in South Australia 

VALUABLE PROGRESS MADE 
A recently completed survey has shown 

that little, leaf, particularly, constitutes a very 
real threat to stone .and vine fruit production 
on some o.f the lighter soil types of the Mur
ray Valley. In Renmark, Berri, Glossop, Bar
meta, Kingston, Moorook, Waikerie, Cadell 
and Mypolonga, blocks of trees and vines sev
erely affected with this disorder have been sur
veyed, and it is clear that considerable losses; 
of mature tree.s have already occurred in some 
areas, and show prospect of considerably ex
tending in the future unless control measures 
are speedily applied. The position is all the 
more acute,, as particularly in stone fruits 
some of the heaviest producing blocks are 
those threatened. Moreover, the non-irrigated 
districts are not free, the disorder having be.en 
found in the middle .and lower north, -and in 
the south in the McLaren Vale district. 

Growers will remember that the problem of the small prune has been one for 
concern. The arrangement by the South Australian State Board with the De
partment of Agriculture, whereby the service;; of a research officer were to be 
available, is working very effectively. Mr. H. K. Kemp; B.Ag.Sc., of the de
partment, has been able to devote conside.rable time to the work, and in the 
following report made available by the courtesy of the Chief Horticultural 
Officer, Mr. A. G. Strickland, M.Ag.Sc., who compiled it, definite fundamentals 
are found that auger well for the success of the work. The report states:-

During the past two years experimental 
'work on problems of dried fruit growing, 
;which has for many years been carried on by 
the Department of Agriculture, has been 
greatly extended, as a result of assistance af
forded to the department by the Dried Fruits 
Board of South Australia. Such assistance has 
made, it possible to take this work out into 
the orchards and vineyards of the growers 
throughout the State, and to carry out ex
periments under the conditions and surround
ings under which the problems are actually 
arising. 

The, fruitgrower meets more. difficulties 
generally than does the· grower in other forms 
of agriculture, fruit growing being one of the 
most intensive forms of agriculture. The 
dried fruits crop of the. State each year 
amounts to from £!-million to £1±-million; 
in 1938-9, £877,736 worth of dried fruit was: 
exported from this State. The industry re
presentp .a not inconsiderable portion of the 
income o.f the State, and the livelihood of a 
considerable portion of the. community; but 
this income is drawn from comparatively small 
areas as compared with the areas involved in 
other forms of farming. However, although 
the individual fruit or vine growing propert.y 
is relatively small, it is devoted to a semi
permanent crop which must be maintained, 
and protected from pe·sts over a long period 
of years There is a_ much heavier drain on 
soil fertility, and control of pests and diseases 
is more difficult;, than it is in the case of an
nual or other short-lived crops. 

The first extension of dried fruit work was 
undertaken in connection with prunes, a con
siderable proportion of the fruit coming on 
to the market be,ing of the smaller sizes and 
of low quality. A.t this time the sale of all 
prunes was meeting the full draught of the 
depression, and the appearance in several suc
cessive seasons of a larger proportion of the 
smaller, and lower quality grades, was further 
depressing prices for the whole crop. 

A survey of the industry has been made, 
and it is clear that to a large extent the ap
pearance of this small fruit! in greater propor
tions was itself a reflection of the depression. 
The low prices ruling led to the_ neglect of 
the. most f!xpensive of prune growing opera
tions-pruning. After one or two years of 
neglect and ove·rgrowth, particularly occurring 
where prune trees were grown as a shelter 
belt, or few in number as a sideline., and not 
regarded as very ·important, the trees reached 
the stage where they were unable to support 
their leaf surface and fruit through the dry 
summer. Each year the position became more 
acute . 

. This position has now been. largely over
come by education of the growers, by the re-

., appearance of a profit margin in the industry, 
and the abandonment of rhany trees in mar
ginal and sub-marginal areas. In any case: in 
South Australia, where most of the prunes are 
grown in non-irrigated areas, we must always 
face a fluctuation in the size of the fruit, as 
we face a fluctuation in the rainfall. 'Fortu
nately, however, there is a certain and sure. 

market for a proportion of small prunes
provided always that the proportion is not too 
high. Diseases such as prune rust, and such 
pests as red spider, were also found to in
crease; unduly in certain seasons the proportion 
of small prunes. Trials for the control of 
these pests have been carried out. Prune rust 
is rarely of' such severity that control mea
sures .are warranted, but, if required, control 
measures are available. FOr red spider, oil 
spraying during the winter months is a sure 
method o'f protection. Stock influences and 
soil fertility also play a part in size of crop 
and sizE'! o.f fruit. 

From the work on prunes has evolved much 
of the work now in progress, but which con
cerns other fruits as much as it concerns 
prunes. For instance, it. was on the prune 
that "little leaf" was first found in this State, 
and on this crop much of the preliminary 
work has bee.n done. 

Of the experimental work now in progress 
that section covering problems of soil fertility 
is probably the largest, and of the greatest 
importance. rn this category are being in
ve,stigated the determination of profitable 
manuring programmes for orchards and vine
yards, and the maintenance of soil organic 
matter and fertility by cover cropping. Eight 
field experiments. are being carried out in 
various parts of the. State, in both the irrigated 
and the. non-irrigated areas, on problems of 
soil fertility. 

Also to be included in this section is the 
study of a group of nutritional disorders, such 
as "little leaf,n, .. Ioveday," dieback of the vine 
and fruit tree chlorosis. These appear to be 
associated ·with the. lack of a .. trace element'~ 
such as zinc, iron, etc., in the nutrition of 
the plant. In some cases, other factors may 
be associated, but there is no doubt that dis
orders due to trace element deficiencie,s are of 
the prime importance in profitable. culture of 
certain fruits in South AuStralia. 

In the past two seasons this disorder-little 
leaf-has been tre.ated successfully on a small 
scale in the McLaren Vale, Mypolonga and 
Bundaleer distl:icts .. This season, fourteen new 
experimental sites have bee.n selected, so that 
in each cent.re where the disease has b~n de·
tected, by the end of this coming season, the 
growers will have methods of control proved 
under the conditions in which they are them
selves working: 

Very similar to little leaf in some respects, 
but differing in others, is the "Ioveday" die
back of vines which has caused considerable 
loss in recent years on some of the very light 
sands of the Murray Valley. ' This disease has 
not so far responded to any treatments ap
plied and detailed investigation is proceeding 
in two centres. Ftuit tree chlorosis, associ
ated with h~gh soil alkalinity, which prevents 
the iron in the soil becoming available to the 
trees, is also under investigation in three 
cootres. In J:'his case it has been shown that 
where the alkalinity is not exce·ssive a great 
improvement can be obtained "with soil dr~ss
ings. Under other conditions, however, more 
drastic measures appear necessary, and investi
gation is proceeding. 

A large section of the work is concerned 
with the contra~ of pests and diseases. In the 
orchard and the vineyard, where the same 
crop occupies the land year after year, the 
question of control of insect pests and fungus 
diseases is more difficult and more comrlex 
than with othe,r types of farming, where the 
crop can be changed, and, in any case, oc
cupies the land for a_ short period only. One 
of the most important projects in this section 
is in con'nection with control of gummosis of 
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the apricot. A large pruning and spraying 
trial Jar the control of this most serious dis
ease, which has decimated apricot plantings in 
certain districts, has been initiated in the Bar
ossa Valley at Light's Pass. Although this test 
has been in progress for two seasons only, 
valuable information on the methods of prun
ing has already been obtained. At the same 
time, usts on the control of .other pests are in 
progress in various centres. 

This season the grape vine scorch mite 
Temtipalpus Pboenicus Geij was found in the 
river settleme.nts of South "Australia. As soon 
as its presence was known a general survey 
was made of its occurrence. It has been found 
in practically every settle·ment whe.re vines are· 
grown, .and in some areas the infestation was 
exceedingly heavy. This pest may be of only 
seasonal importance-and such is our hope
but some -are,as last season were so -severely 
damaged that expeiiments are. being immedi
ately c:ommenced to assess the importance of 
this mite, and to ensure that, if necessary, 
efficient means of control will be available to 
growers. 

Finally, there are a number of types of ex
periment which can be best grouped under 
cultural practice. TheSe deal with pruning 
and training of vines and tree,s; with the re
working of trees from unprofitable varieties 
.to varieties· £or which there is demand; with 
the reconstruction of old vines which have 
lost their productivity through old age, and 
the te,sting of new prune varieties and new 
stocks therefor. In this connection, a very 
wide te·st has been started this season in which 
nine growers in six different districts are co
operating. 

Each season experiments are carried out on 
the processing and drying of tree and vine 
fruits, and recently completed has been a sur
vey of the question of currant quality to as
-certain the directions in which improvement 
may still be possible. 

Although the work on _dried fruit problems 
has been intensified only in the past two years, 
when necessary research staff was made. avail
able, it is undoubted that material benefits 
have already accrued. The· development of 
research work, and particularly the initiation 
of experiments on growers' properties, has' 
been of incalculable extension value. Unde
sirable and unprofitable cultural practices 
have be1en dropped, and many growers have 
been stimulated to adopt improved methods in 
many directions. 

Some experimental projects have now 
reached the stage where final reports may be 
published, and preparation of such reports is 
well in hand. Other work-some of it of 
overwhelming importance, such as little leaf 
;ark-is yet in the initial stages, but re·sults 
are gradually emerging, and from time to 
time it is prOposed to supplement this general 
otltline with progress, reports of separat~- pro
jects. 

AN £80,000 ADVERTISING SCHEME 
One of the most remarkable features of the 

-activities of the British :Ministry of Food is 
the· decision to carry out an extensive cam
paign to advertise dried fruits, particularly as 
a war-time food. We haVe received copies of 
leading newspaper advertisements-full page 
featuring being the rule-which indicate the 
.extent of the force behind the campaign. A 
remarkable feature of the policy appears to be 
·that there is a concentration on advising the 
use of Australian sultanas. Currants, of which 
fruit Great Britain has taken few froin us, ap
pear to b~ in the discard for the while. How
.ever, it is int~nsely satisfying to read of the 
effort. It must have repercussions by way of 
·an increased use of dried fruits by the people 
,that will persist. 

The Possibilities of the 
Murray Valley 

DR. RICHARDSON ON SUBSIDIARY 
PRODUCTS 

It can be anticipated that, as a policy of 
repatriation on the lines of that following the 
last war, the ~Government will be looking for 
the means of placing the new returned Dig
ger in some profitable form of useful work. 

We can visualise a tremendous reaction 
once the intense effort of the secondary indus
tries is no longer neede.d and world trade as
sumes its normal routine. It might be said 
that, in view of this, there will be little possi
bility for A~stralia to change over to new in
dustries. However, this problem is being 
studie.d by the C.S.I.R. with full regard to all 
the factors, and it is of interest to we in the 
!yfurr'ay Valley to note the po:ints used by Dr. 
Richardson during his address- to growers at 
the field day held at the Merbein Research. 
Station. 

Dr. Richardson mentione.d flax as a possi
bility. The war had affected 80 per cent. of 
the world's production of flax, he said, and 
it h~d risen in price from £50 per ton to £400. 

It would require 8000 .acres of flax to sup
ply our own domestic requireme·nrs, and we 
have 50,000 acre.s in Victoria suitable for 
growing flax. 

By a new process of retting, the C.S. and 
I.R. had discovered a method which not 
only reduced the lime of the operatio.1,1, but 
also yielded a greater percentage of high-class 
material. The variety of flax used for fibre 
differed from that used in the manufacture 
of linseed oil. The fibre variety was a plant 
long in the stalk, while the linseed variety :was 
short, and dependent for its usefulness on 
the quantity of seed produced. 

Australia used 25,000 tons of linseed an
nually, and the_ price had risen from £14 per 
ton to £50. Linseed of a suitable variety 
grown in California for seed purposes under 
irrigation conditions similar to our own in 
Australia, yielded about 3 0 bushels per acre. 

It was generally accepted that flax grown 
for fibre purposes required a moist climate 
sUch as Gippsland in Victoria, but this may 
or may not be a fact. Seve·ral plots had been 
laid down in the irrigation settlements, and 
the outcome of 

1 
these experiments would de

termine whether further developments would 
take place in these areas. 

POSSIBILITIES OF LEMON PRODUCTION 
Lemon production for essential oils was also 

suggested by Dr. Richardson as a possible new 
industry. The greater part of these oils came 
from Italy where the process is carried out by 
hand squeezing, and the trade has been handed 
down from generation to generation and is of 
great antiquity. It has been stated that hand 
squeezing was -necessary to recover the delicate 
nature of the oils from the: peel, but a pro-

ce.ss had now been evolved whereby mechani
cal extraction gave results equal to those re
sulting from the laborious hand process. 

Australia imported £44,000 worth of lemon 
oils from Italy per annum, and the importa
tion of citrus acids is valued at £23,000 a 
year, and it could readily be unde·rstood -what 
all this means to Australia. 

"SIDELINES" 
In other countries the; spaces between vine 

rows were sometimes used for more intensive 
production, and the suggestion had been 
made that instead of growing beans and field 
peas for cover crop purposes, a trial might be 
made with garden peas and the pods picked 
for the fresh market and the plant used for 
cover crops. 

Tomatoes might be grown under irrigation 
to a large extent for canning purposes, and 
for juice used as drinks. If pure juice drinks 
were universally consumed in Australia it 
would be of tremendous value to the fruit-
grower. 

No less than nine million gallons of carbo
nated drinks were consumed annually in Aus
tralia, and if this amount could be switched 
over to apple juice it w-ould mean a consump
tion of 1~-million cases. 

Germany produced 64 million litres of pure 
fruit juices and looked upon this as a national 
health asset . 

Dr. Richardson said that in recent years 
rural workE;rs had been reduce.d from 211,000 
to I &9,000 and i'n spite of this production had 
greatly increased. These 22,000 rural workers 
had drifted to the cities and had been absorbed 
into secondary industries or had drifted into 
une.mployment. 

==== 
By-Products Utilise 

Everything in Raisins 
The Califorllia Products· Company, referring 

to_ the. traditional boast of the Chicago meat 
packers that every part of a hog, in the pro
cess' of its transformation into human needs, 
is utilised but its squeal, states. t'he Californian 
raisin grape . industry has gone Chicago one 
better-raisins are completely utilised now, 
with "the exception of the rich aroma that 
permeates the plant after the fruit has been 
put through." - It is suggested that even that 
latter may get a valuable use some time. 

Under prestmt processes in which the Cali
fornia Pr.oducts Company has been by-pro
du-cting substandard and surplus raisins, there 
is conversion into fortifying brandy; raisin 
oil is extracted from the seeds; what is left 
of the seeds is converted into livestock feed; 
Wine lees go into cream of tartar; and raisin 
stems are now made into stock feed. Nothing 
is left un-utilised. The oil from the raisin 
seeds is being used now in the manufacture 
of cosmetics and in some medicines, says the 
company.-"Californifl, Fruit News." 
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Spring Treatment 
Diseases 

for Vine 

By A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc. 

THE COVER CROPS 
Cover crops represent rather a problem this 

year, as the late sown ones are backward; 
while early sown crops are sufficiently forward 
to be put under in August. Many of the late 
crops will be watered in August, and left for 
some weeks for further growth. 

The correct time fnr putting down a cover 
crop is at flowering, as at this period the dis
tribution of nitrogen within the plant is at 
the best stage; and the plants should be cov
ered with soil as completely as possible. Fer
tiliser trials have shown that in cases of heavy 
regular cover crops, there is sufficient soil 
nitrogen. In general, howeve.r, the Murray 
ValLey soils respond to additional dressings; 
and application of, say, 2-cwt. _of Sulphate of 
Ammonia (or its equivalent) is favored. Sul
phate of ammonia has ·a special value, in com
parison with mixed fertilisers, in that the ex
pense of the fertiliser may be limited to the 
value of the nitrogen content. The general 
guide as to the necessity for nitrogenous fer
tiliser on different vineyards is difficult; but 
it may be said that all vineyards with f'canty 
growth will benefit by applications. 

GENERAL 
There are fWO fungoid diseases, and one ·en

tomc!ogiC~;i" pest, which r-equire regular treat
ment in this district on practically all vine
yards. The diseases are black spot and oidium; 
and the inseCt is the light brown apple moth. 
The latter pest is not quite general through
out the district; but it has occurred very regu
larly in recent years, and now -there are very 
f.ew vineyards which are not affected. Another 
insect pest, the fig moth, occurs on some vine
yards, the number increasing late in the sea
sOn; and it is the_ larvae of this pest that we 
frequontly find in the freshly dri<d fruit. 

BLACK SPOT 
Our worst enemy in Mildura district vine

yards in· u-ndoubtedly Black Spot. This disease 
in rainy weather attacks the shoots as soon as 
they come out. The fungus is extremely min
ute, and cannot of course be seen without a 
microscope. What we do see are the marks 
where it destroys the vine tissue, which show 
as pits on the. canes., and in the early stages 
as bird'~ e_ye appearance ori the leaves. The 
fungus lives within the tissues, an4 is always 
there to attack the, growing parts of- the vine. 
The spread is by means of spores, which ger
minate in moisture on the leaves, and the 
fungus then enters the tissue of the plant. 
The winter acid-iron treatment is applied to 

the vine for the treatment of the fungus al
ready in the vine, and its effect is to kill the 
external parts- of the fungus to which it is 
applied, and so prevent the formation of 
spores. 

Summe.r treatment is preventativ-e only. 
Bordeaux is applied to the young stems and 
leaves early in the year, and its value is to 

destroy the spores as they germinate, and so 
prevent e,ntry of the fungus to the plant.- Once 
the fungus gets in, the spray is useful only to 
prevent further spread. It cannot cure the 
spot which has already appeared. This point 
is important, because the basis of all preven
tative spraying is to stop entry. We spray, 
in the case of black spot, for the next rain, 
not for the last one. Spraying for black spot 
is sometimes discredited, because the. disease 
frequently ap·pears a day or two after the 
spray has been applied. This simply meanS! 
that the spray was too late, and that the 
spores of the fungus had germinated and en
tered the plant during rain before spraying. Ir 
takes ten days or more for the fungus to do 
sufficient damage to be seen; and infected 
vines show no sign ·of the disease during this 
pe.riod. There is always. some infection in wet 
years, as the rate of growth produces unspray
ed terminals. 

The 1939 spring was wet with considerable 
development of the disease, whiCh now showSI 
as scars on many of the canes. A considerable 
development of black spot can thus be expect
ed in the spring of the present year ( 1940) 
if wet conditions conducive to the disease. are 
experienced. On this account, preventative 
spraying should be early, when two to four 
leaves are showing. A spray before. or at bud
burst is favored by some growers. This spray 
is not generally i:-ecommended· by authorities, 
as its chief protection value is limited to the 
copper which gets on to -the young shoots in 
the rain drops. 

The general method of preparing Bordeaux 
is from stock solutions. The bluestone solu
tion is usually made up at a strength of 1-lb. 
to.one gallon of water; and the.lime (or soda) 
at half a pound· to the gallon. 

A convenient method of mixing (for 50 
gallons) is as follows: 

1. Pour seven gallons of stock bluestone 
solution (containing seven pounds) into· the 
spray barrel. 

2. Make up to about 20 gallons with 
water. 

3. Add lime (or soda) from the stock 
solution until the test is obtained. 

4. Make up to 50 gallons with water. 
Te.sting is 'done with phenolphalein paper, 

which turns pink when sufficient lime or soda 
has been added. 

This gives an alkaline spray, which is fav
ored for general purposes. The alkaline spray 
causes some burning of tender le.aves. Most 
people do not worry abo~1t this; but if desired~ 
the burning can· be decreased by adding half 
to three-quarters of a gallon of the bluestone 
stock after the test has been obtained. 

Preliminary sprays at the early stage are 
recommende.d in all cases this year, in cas.e of 
rain; and the amount of subsequent spraying 
wiii nat~rally depend on the season. 

APPLE MOTH 
The larvae of this pest seldom appears m 

early spring. Cases, however, of damage to 
early growth have come 1.mder notice; and if 
this happens, the incorporation of Arsenate 
of lea'd (2f-lbs. to 50 gallons) in the Bor
deaux is helpful in the :first spray; and should 
be used in all cases in the bunch protection 
spray applied as soon as the berries have set. 

OIDIUM 
Sulphur dust is ·the standard specific. This 

disease is very insidious in its action, and dam
age comes quickly in some seasons. It is re
commended that the :first sulphuri.p.g be car
ried out in Octobe.r. The chief criticism of 
methods in this district is that the first appli
cations are often made in November, which 
in many seasons is rather too late. At least 
four or :five sulphurings are necessary for ade

quate control. ======== 

The Cost Of Production 
Here are a few more items to brighten the 

lives of the producers. A rise. of 2/- in the 
basic wage for this indus-try--operative Au
gust 1. An increase of 3 5/- a ton in the 
maximum wholesale price of sulphate of am
monia fertiliser sold from the Commonwealth 
pool, to operate for six months, has been an
nounced b,y the Pric·es Commissioner (Pro
fessor Copland) . This makes a total increase 
since the war began of £3/15/ per ton, but> 
said Professor Copland, the present cost of im
ported sulj)liate was £7/3/- above pre-war
level. The increase in the retail price from 
the latest rise will be 34/-. Higher costs of 
sulphuric acid and bags and an interruption 
of supplies through the coal strike- are the 
main factors for the increase. An increase 
of 3 5/- per ton in the price of superphos
phates. 

The entire production of olive oil in Spain 
including its disposal by the manufacture was 
recently placed under the jurisdiction and con
trol of the Government agency. 
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