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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

FELLOW GROWERS 

" 
I would like to take this opportunity to touch on some of the issues and 

actions the ADFA involves itself in on behalf of growers and the industry. 
Whilst the first priority for the ADFA is to maximise the value of the 

sale of fruit on the domestic market, and co-ordinating the sale of the crop 
on export markets with the ADFB the Association, has a major role to play 
as a lobbyist and advocate as a key industry in our region. 

The ADFA is a respected voice on many issues, some going back 
many years. 

Involvement in the serious problem of salinity in the River Murray was 
first discussed over 30 years ago at the ADFA's Federal Council. 

The ADFA continues to be involved in the ongoing debate regarding 
the health of the total river system, and recently prepared and released a 
position paper on water and related matters. 

We have reacted strongly when Government imposes unfair charges 
or makes changes to regulation that effects the industry. 

The ADFA recently argued successfully for the return of over 
$200,000 from the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service for over 
charging for the inspection of dried vine fruits. 

Recently the ADFA has taken responsibility for industrial relations, and 
has continued the fine work of the Growers Conciliation and Labour 
League. 

We are a small but respected member of the NFF and our views as 
the only Horticultural Commodity within that organisation provide a 
balance to the larger interests. We also bring another perspective to trade 
issues at this forum. 

The ADFA is a member of the Austral ian Council for Viticulture, which 
oversees the management of the Co-operative Research Centre for 
Viticulture. This ensures that dried vine fruits does not miss out on 
Federal Government funds available for viticulture research. 

The ADFA is represented on the Sunrise 21 Group, a steering 
committee that was formed to develop a regional development strategy for 
Sunraysia, with funding from Murray Darling Basin Commission and the 
Federal Government. 

The ADFA monitors the chemical residue testing program conducted 
by industry. This is vital to ensure Australian fruit is free of chemical 
residues. 

Our Food Advisory Services department continues to develop and 
educate the Australian consumer of the nutritional benefits of dried fruit. 

There are many other issues that the Association involves itself in. 
This requires a dedicated staff and commitment. 

At a time when primary producer's political influence has been 
seriously eroded, we all need to understand the importance of the great 
strength of collective action and strong representation. The ADFA does 
this. 

I would also like to take the opportunity to wish all growers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Peter J. Macintosh 
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EXPORT REPORT John Lester 
Chairman 
Australian Dried Fruits Board 

1994 SEASON EXPORT ORDERS- AS AT 31 /1 0/94 

Sultanas 

Canada 1,502 
Germany 4,455 
Japan 657 
New Zealand 2,296 
Great Britain 4 672 
Other Europe 756 
Other Markets 1,715 
Total 16,053 
Uncommitted Stocks 143 

Export orders for currants have been disappointing to 
date due to a weak demand for this product. It is most 
unlikely that the uncommitted stock of currants will be 
sold prior to the 1995 season. There will be no 
unplanned carryover of sultanas and seeded raisins into 
the 1995 season. 

1994 Sultana/Raisin Conference 
I was delighted to again be elected Chairman of the 

1994 Conference of Sultanas (Raisin) Producing 
Countries held in South Africa. The Australian delegation 
was led by Mr Robert Blenkiron and included Messrs Neil 
White and Allan Knights. Countries represented at the 
Conference were Australia, Chile, Greece, Iran, South 
Africa, Turkey and USA. 
Production estimates were as follows: 

PACKED 
METRIC TONNES 

1994 Afghanistan 20,000 
Greece 32,000 
Iran 90,000 
Turkey 150,000 
USA 321,000 

1995 Australia 60,000 
Chile 22,000 
South Africa 35,000 

Total: 736,000 

Export Prospects For Sultanas 
Mainly as a result of a small Turkish crop, there is a 

much stronger world market for sultanas. Turkish triple 
cleaned No. 1 0 sultanas are being offered at A$1 ,900-
A$1 ,950 per tonne CIF Europe. This a very good price 
for Turkish sultanas and is a very encouraging sign for 
our 1995 season. 

As I have already stated many times this year, the 
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TONNES 

Currants Raisins 

41 

56 31 
67 57 
15 183 

90 7 
269 275 
726 Nil 

size and quality of our 1994 sultana crop disappointed 
many of our export customers. Unfortunately, we were 
only able to supply about 36% of their requirements . 
With the world demand slightly exceeding supply, there is 
an ideal opportunity to regain market share in 1995 at 
attractive export prices, if we can produce a crop of 
around 60,000 tonnes of top quality sultanas. 

I appeal to growers to take a longer term view of the 
dried fruit market as continued failure to supply export 
markets will result in loss of market share that will be 
very costly to recover when a large crop is produced. 

Comments On Northern Hemisphere Crops 
Afghanistan 

Due to the political problems in Afghanistan very little 
is known except that the tonnage sold in our traditional 
export markets is very small. 
Greece 

The 1994 crop is more likely to be 29,000 tonnes 
compared to 34,500 tonnes in 1993. The small crop is 
due to phylloxera, high temperatures and some rain 
damage. 
Iran 

The 1994 crop was potentially 11 0,000 tonnes but 
due to rain damage reduced to 90,000 tonnes. 
Turkey 

The 1994 crop is now estimated at 140,000 tonnes 
with a carryover of 30,000 tonnes of 1993 crop. It is 
unlikely that all of the 30,000 tonnes will be sold in export 
markets. This compares with a record 1993 crop now 
estimated at 212,000 tonnes. The nominal size of the 
Turkish industry is 180,000 tonnes. 
USA 

The present 1994 crop estimate of Thompson 
Seedless Raisins (TSR) is 321,000 tonnes. About 30% 
of the TSRs were affected by rain at various stages of 
drying thus the final production figures could be 
significantly different to 321,000 tonnes. The USA raisin 
industry is having the opposite problem to the Austral ian 
in that there is a weak demand for sultana grapes (TSRs) 
from wineries, which continues to put pressure on the 
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raisin industry to find new market uses for raisins. Also 
for some years now the USA industry, because of 
excessive stocks, operated a diversion program which 
involves growers paying growers to abort the production 
of sultana grapes (TSRs) . 

The USA are projecting they will have an 
uncommitted carryover stock of 25,000 tonnes in August 
1995. 

Report To Conference Delegates 
One of my tasks at the Conference is to present a 

paper giving an overview of world markets. The paper 
presented is as follows: 

Chairman's Speech 
1994 Conference 

Since our last meeting in Oxford there has been 
some changes that, I believe, will affect the future trading 
of dried fruits in the world; the major change being the 
decision of the EU to effectively eliminate MIP by the 
year 2000. I will touch on this matter later on in my 
address. 

The World Economy 
I will focus on the output of various sectors of the 

world economy and the potential it has for dried fruit 
producers. 

Table A covers all OECD countries. What happens 
in these countries is of vital importance. I estimate the 
tonnage consumed by these countries is 670,000 tonnes 
out of the total world market estimated at 750,000 
tonnes. 

The good news is that the OECD is projecting 
increased growth rates of 2.6% in 1994 and 2.9% in 
1995. This should mean increased consumer spending 
and buoyant markets for dried fruits. 

Table A also lists some of the major countries in the 
OECD showing the changes to GOP. These countries 
import around 470,000 tonnes which is 63% of the world 
total. 

Table A 
REAL GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT 

(Percentage Changes From Previous Period) 

1993 1994* 1995* 

u.s. 3.0 4.0 3.0 
JAPAN 0.1 0.8 2.7 
GERMANY -1.3 1.8 2.6 
FRANCE -0.9 1.8 2.9 
ITALY -0.7 1.5 2.6 
U.K. 1.9 2.8 3.2 
CANADA 2.4 3.7 4.3 

TOTALOECD 1.2 2.6 2.9 

* Projections Source OECD 

Table B shows the estimated market size and per 
capita consumption in some of the major OECD 
countries. 
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Table B 
DRIED FRUITS* CONSUMPTION 

U.S. 
JAPAN 
GERMANY 
FRANCE 
ITALY 
U.K. 
CANADA 

TOTALOECD 

Source ADFB 

EST. MARKET 
SIZE 

'OOOTONNES 

205 
30 
70 
22 
20 
90 
33 

670 

KILO PER 
CAPITA 

CONSUMPTION 

0.8 
0.2 
0.9 
0.4 
0.4 
1.6 
1.2 

0.69 

*Sultana/Raisins 

UK has the highest per capita consumption which we 
are presently supporting with a successful generic 
promotion campaign. Perhaps we should be considering 
whether a generic promotion program will boost 
consumption in some of the other markets. 

Table C shows what is happening in other parts of 
the world. 

Table C 
OUTPUT ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

1992 1993 1994 1995 

DAE* GOP/GNP 5.8 
CHINA 13 
SOUTH & CENTRAL 
AMERICA (GOP) 2 
OECD (GOP) 1. 7 

6.4 
13 

5.3 
1.2 

6.9 
14 

3.8 
2.6 

* DAE = Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore 
Thailand, Malaysia 

Source OECD 

6.9 
NA 

4.2 
2.9 

Some of the fastest growing economies in the world 
are in East Asia. I refer to China with growth (estimated 
at 14%) and the Dynamic Asian Economies (DAE). 

This OECD definition includes Korea, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia. While these 
economies are growing at 6% to 7%, their present 
market for dried fruits is only 22,000 tonnes; their per 
capita consumption is only .15 of a kilo. These 
economies have great potential for the future . 

What is required is massive promotion campaigns to 
educate increasingly wealthy consumers on the benefits 
of consuming dried fruits. 

Likewise South and Central America have healthy 
growth rates and again these markets must be 
developed. 

I will now go to Table D which shows what has 
happened to output in some former Eastern Bloc 
countries. Based on OECD output projections both 
Poland and the Czech Republic have made some 
progress. 
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TableD 
OUTPUT ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

(Percentage Change Over Previous Year) 

1992 1993 1994 1995 

RUSSIA (OUTPUT) -19 
POLAND (OUTPUT) 2.6 
CZECH REPUBLIC -6.6 

(OUTPUT) 

Source OECD 

-12 
4 

-0.3 

-10 
4 
2 

-2 
3 
5 

Of major concern to the world is the progress Russia 
has made towards a market economy and whether all the 
Russian people will benefit from the structural reforms 
underway. From what we are told in Australia, there are 
still major internal tensions and many Russian people are 
considerably worse off under the new regime. The world 
needs a peaceful and successful Russia and similar 
outcomes in all the other former Eastern Bloc countries. 
In the mid-eighties, the Soviet Union consumption was 
about 60,000 tonnes of sultanas. Of recent times this 
market appears to have been lost. 

Perhaps some delegates may be able to comment 
on how we can lift consumption in these markets. 

In summary, we all have a job to do in stimulating 
demand for dried fruits. If demand is stronger than 
supply it will mean better prices and all producing 
countries will benefit. I will pick up this point again later 
on. 
International Events 

Over the last year, there has been many tragedies 
such as the continued conflict in Bosnia, the self 
destruction in Somalia and Rwanda. There has also 
been some triumphs such as the Palestinian and Israeli 
peace settlement, the avoidance of a nuclear showdown 
in Korea and, most important of all, the recent South 
African election was held on 26 April 1994 and the 
inauguration of Nelson Mandala as President of South 
Africa on 1 0 May. I am sure everyone here today 
congratulates all the South African people and wish them 
every success in meeting all the challenges ahead of 
them. 

On the commercial side there has been four 
important events. They are: 

December 1993: Conclusion of the GATT Uruguay 
Agreement in Agriculture. 

January 1994: Formation of the European Free Trade 
Association (EFT A). 

January 1994: Ratification of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement between USA, 
Canada, and Mexico (NAFTA). 

July 1994: The EU Commission signalling the 
effective elimination of MIP by the year 
2000. 

GATT Uruguay Agreement 
Unlike free trade agreements the Uruguay Round 

Agreement is the first step in moving world agriculture 
towards more liberalised markets. While the EU and the 
USA held centre stage we believe Australia played an 
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important role in obtaining the agreement. 
As a result of the Uruguay agreement Australian 

agricultural exports are expected to increase by $1 billion 
per year by the year 2000 (not all sultanas!!!). We hope 
the benefits of more liberalised trade will flow onto many 
other countries. I must confess this agreement is so 
complex that I believe it will take a few years for most 
business people to work out what it means to them. 
European Free Trade Association 

On 1 January 1994, the European single market 
became the world's biggest free trade area by linking the 
existing European Community with the European Free 
Trade Association (EFTA). This creates a market 
embracing 372 million consumers. 

The 12 European Union (EU) countries and the 
Scandinavian countries and Austria are rapidly changing 
their rules so that trade and business can be done on 
much the same terms throughout Western Europe. 

The EU Commission is considering the feasibility of 
preparing a general framework directive on foodstu~s 
legislation, setting out general objectives of community 
policy and rationalising the specific provision relating to 
additives, labelling, etc. 

What we as an industry are looking at is more 
uniform laws throughout Western Europe which no doubt 
will have an impact on our business. It will be up to each 
country and its exporters to monitor changes and react 
accordingly. 
North American Free Trade Agreement 

The North American Free Trade Agreement was 
passed by the US congress in November 199~ and has 
been ratified by Mexico and Canada. It came 1nto effect 
on 1 January 1994. 

The objective of NAFTA is to eliminate or reduce 
most barriers to trade and investment between the USA, 
Canada and Mexico. 

NAFTA provides for the removal of tariff barriers 
between Canada, Mexico and the USA over a period of 
up to 15 years. 

The USA, Canada, and Mexico were not able to 
reach a common agreement in agriculture, instead there 
are three separate bilateral agreements. Existing non
tariff barriers between Mexico and the USA are 
converted into tariff rate quotas which will be phased out 
over 1 0 to 15 years. 

Australia sells sultanas to Canada and we do not 
believe NAFTA will have any impact on our business. 
Minimum Import Price 

We all know the Minimum Import Price (MIP) was 
reduced by 5% on 1 September 1994. Also most people 
in this room have received advice that the commission 
intends to propose similar reductions to the MIP over the 
next four years to the point where the MIP is effectively 
eliminated. 

This is no doubt a response to the lobbying of 
European importers and also reference has been made 
that its removal was necessary to comply with GATT 
obligations. 
Industry Issues 

This year 1 wish to make a few thought-provoking 
comments. Apart from my Chairmanship of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Board I have not had a long-term 
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vested interest to the dried fruit industry whereas many 
around this table have. Consequently, I make these 
comments from the viewpoint of a person with extensive 
business experience. I propose to identify three issues 
which affect the long-term interests of all dried fruits 
producers. 

Firstly, a major problem is that there is a lack of 
growth in world markets. We need growth to support the 
improvements required of any successful industry. 

Earlier in my address I touched on the growth rates 
of the various regions of the world. The fact is the 
highest growth areas are not large consumers of dried 
fruits. With rising incomes these markets must be 
developed, including promoting increased consumption of 
dried fruits. I must congratulate the Americans; they 
have done a wonderful job in promoting Californian 
raisins over recent years and, I believe, we have all 
benefited. It is not up to all countries to provide 
promotion money to increase world consumption. I hope 
that each delegation leader will comment on what their 
country can do to increase world consumption of dried 
fruits. 

Secondly, I want to talk about 'clean food', in 
particular chemical residues. 

Consumers in our major markets are becoming 
increasingly concerned about environmental issues, 
which includes the use of chemicals in the production of 
food. They are concerned about what damage farmers 
are doing to the environment, if any, and what residues 
are left on the product that consumers buy. All producing 
countries will benefit if the dried fruit industry can have a 
believable 'clean food' image. I urge all delegates to give 
their respective industries this message and if controls to 
protect the product are not already in place then action 
be taken as quickly as possible. 

Thirdly, I would like to look at what has happened to 
prices over the last seven years. The source of my 
information is the public ledger and I am first to admit it 
may not be exactly what happens in the marketplace. 

I have made no attempt to make price comparisons 
of different countries; I have selected USA and Turkey 
because these countries' prices were available in US$ for 
the seven-year period. (see Table E) 

Firstly, the USA industry trend-line is virtually flat. 
After allowing for inflation the USA today is getting in real 
terms much less for their product. The USA is an 
interesting case because they sell in their own currency 
and cannot obtain any benefit from a devaluation of 
currency. This is a marvellous achievement and is 
probably only possible because of significant productivity 
improvements at all levels of their industry. How long can 
it last? 

The Turkish trend-line slopes downwards with a 
weakening of prices during 1994. I acknowledge that 
prices have firmed over the last couple of weeks. 

Table F shows the MIP in UK pounds. The MIP has 
been unstable over these years which is probably due to 
the method used to set M IP and the UK currency factor. 
(see Table F) 

MIP has provided a floor price in the market and 
perhaps too many people have focused on MIP when 
setting prices. 
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Table E PRICES 1987 TO 1994 
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Most people in this room probably read the dried 
fruits section of the public ledger. This is a well-written 
and informative trade paper; however, it is usually written 
from the viewpoint of a UK importer. 

Ladies and gentlemen: in summary, I believe for this 
industry to prosper it must do a much better job at 
promoting its product, and that requires money. The 
promotion money must be written into the price of the 
product. I believe all countries that do not already have 
one should develop an industry structure that will provide 
money to promote increased consumption of dried fruits. 

This structure can also assist in areas such as 
improving product quality, control of chemical residues, 
marketing stability, productivity improvements, etc. 

Thank you for your attention, I look forward to 
discussing the issues raised over the next 2 days. 
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DRIED FRUIT IMPORTS ON THE RISE 

SULTANAS 
Australian imports of sultanas are increasing, after 

three years of decline. 
The latest import statistics available from the 

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) indicate that 
imports into Australia of sultanas are 76.5% above the 
quantity imported for the corresponding period of the 
previous year. 

Imports of sultanas into Australia for the eight 
months to the end of October 1994 total 3,926 tonnes, 
which compares unfavourably with the 2,274 tonnes that 
were imported during the same eight months in 1993. 

On average almost 500 tonnes of sultanas are 
imported into Australia every month. Over 830 tonnes 
were imported during May and 720 tonnes during 
September this year. 

The reasons for manufacturers to import this dried 
vine fruit, while there is a vibrant industry in Australia, are 
various. From the information received from the ABS the 
main reason seems to be price. 

The average landed duty paid price of the sultanas 
imported to Australia so far this year is $1,130 per tonne. 

Tariffs on sultanas entering Australia are currently 
10%, although fruit from Turkey enters Australia at 5% 
because of Turkey's 'developing nation' status. 

This means that the imported sultanas reach 
Australian wholesalers for about $1,200 per tonne, when 
you add the other associated costs of importing fruit. 
This figure is much lower than prices that Australian fruit 
is available for. 

The main sources of the imports entering Australia 
are Turkey and Iran. So far 3,582 tonnes of sultanas 
have entered Australia from Turkey, with 313 tonnes 
coming from Iran. 

The Iranian fruit is available in Australia at $1,113 per 
tonne with the Turkish fruit priced at about $1 ,190. 
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The above chart depicts graphically the upward 
movement that has been experienced in sultana imports 
from 1993 to 1994. Hopefully this trend will not continue. 

CURRANTS 
In terms of other dried fruit varieties Australia has so 

far imported 458 tonnes of currants which compares 
favourably with the quantity of imports recorded for the 
previous year of 537 tonnes. 

This represents a decrease of 14.75% over the eight 
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months to date. All of this fruit has come from Greece 
and has entered Australia at an average landed duty paid 
price of $1,570 per tonne. 

It is hoped that imports of currants into Australia from 
Greece will continue to decline, given the lower 
availability because of a smaller 1994 Greek currant 
crop. 

APRICOTS 
The import into Australia of apricots has also 

increased significantly this year. This follows on from 
significant increases for apricot imports in the past four 
yea(s. 

So far this year Australia has imported 2,840 tonnes 
of dried apricots whil;h compares very unfavourably with 
the 1,873 tonnes of apricots which were imported for the 
same period last year. 

There are a number of sources for the importation of 
this fruit, including Turkey, Argentina, Iran, South Africa 
and Spain. 

Nearly all of the fruit has come from Turkey, with 
2,364 tonnes imported from this country. Other major 
countries who export fruit to Australia include Argentina 
(137 tonnes) , I ran (136 tonnes) and South Africa (90 
tonnes). 

The average landed duty paid price for fruit entering 
Australia is $3,450 per tonne, which provides a great 
incentive to importers to use this fruit as it is significantly 
cheaper than comparable Australian fruit. 

The chart below depicts the dramatic increase that 
has occurred in apricot imports from last year to this 
year. This huge increase has also been brought about 
by the shortage of supply of Australian apricots. 

Accumulated Australian Apricot Imports 
1990, 1991, 1992, 1993 & 1994 Marketing Years 
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On average Australia imports 355 tonnes of apricots 
per month according to the ABS figures for 1994 . 

The major importing months so far have been June 
when 566 tonnes were imported and October when 620 
tonnes were imported. 

PEACHES & PEARS 
Also this year 37 tonnes of dried pears have been 

imported into Australia, along with 1 .5 tonnes of dried 
peaches. The pear imports represent an increase of 
1 08% on the quantity of imports entering Australia last 
year. 

Nearly all of the fruit has come from Argentina and 
was available to wholesalers at about $2,670 per tonne. 
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ADFA FIELD DAY- RESEARCH '94 

The ADFA's Production Problems Committee has organised a Field Day to be held on 
Wednesday, December 21 . The title for the day is 'Research 94'. 

The day will commence at 10 a.m. with tours of local dried vine fruit processing plants. 
Growers will see the results of the industry 's research efforts to ensure that all fruit is free of 
contaminants, the use of laser scanners, and the benefits of taint barrier packaging. 

This will be followed at 11 a.m. with a tour of the Australian Dried Fruits Sales packeting 
plant, where growers will be able to see the improved techniques developed for the bulk 
handling of dried .vine fruit, and the operation of the plant. 

The CSIRO's Merbein Laboratory and the property of Ivan Shaw will be the site of the main 
part of the field day, which will be underway at 12.30 p.m. 

The tour of the CSIRO will highlight the results of research undertaken to improve vine 
performance and yield. Some of the trials on display will include: 

• results from a trial on sub-surface irrigation for vines. 

• salt tolerant rootstocks. 

• the CSIRO's vine breeding program. 

• results of trials on vine nutrition. 

• trellis and end post assemblies. 

• the benefits of property management planning. 

• the control of pests and diseases in vines. 

While on the property of Ivan Shaw, growers will be provided with practical information on the 
following: 

• trellises developed for mechanised dried vine fruit production. 

• machinery used for use with the Shaw trellis system. 

Growers interested in attending all or part of the field day must contact Amanda at ADFA 
Head Office on (050) 23 5174 by 5 p.m. Friday, December 16. 

NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS DATE 

There is no charge for the day. Refreshments will be available. 

All growers are welcome. 
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SUB-SURFACE IRRIGATION-
A HIGHLIGHT OF ADFA FIELD DAY 

A feature of the ADFA's Production Problems 
Committee's 'Research '94 Field Day', to be held on 
December 21, will be the information provided on 
subsurface irrigation for grape vines. 

This field day follows on from a successful 
information day held on the property of Brian and Michael 
Cox of Red Cliffs, on November 18. This day was hosted 
by Murray-Sunraysia Water. 

The trial being conducted on the Cox's property 
covers 28 hectares of sultanas. The trial involves the 
burying of lengths of polydrain pipe 15cm below the soil 
surface. 

An enormous advantage of this system, identified by 
Brett Irvine of Murray-Sunraysia Water, is that it can be 
installed into properties using existing water outlets. 

Also, as the water enters the soil below the surface, 
water losses through evaporation are minimal. Beyond 
this, growers have been advised that they can "throw 
away the shovel" if they adopt this system in the place of 
flood irrigation. 

Peter Clingeleffer of the CSIRO will be at the 
Research '94 Field Day to talk to interested growers 
about the benefits of subsurface irrigation, and other 
topics of interest. 

Murray-Sunraysla Water's Irrigation Officer, Brett 
Irvine, at the sub-surface Irrigation field day with 
Ann Cox (standing left) and Brian Cox (seated right). 
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More photos from the Murray-Sunraysia Water Field Day 
appear on Page 15 of this edition of Dried Fruits News. 

CSIRO's Senior Principal Research Scientist, Peter 
Cllngeleffer, with a section of the pipe used In the 
sub-surface Irrigation trial at the field day held on 
the property of Michael and Brian Cox, hosted by 
Murray-Sunraysla Water. 

********** 
The ADFA•s Head Office, 

Food Advisory Services and 
Shop staff wish all dried fruit 

growers a pleasant and 
enjoyable Christmas, and a 

prosperous 1995. 

********** 
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SLEEPER WATER RIGHTS A WORRY 

This article appeared In the Sunraysla Dally on November 29. It was written by Peter Lamb, based on 
Information supplied to him by the ADFA. It reflects the concern that the ADFA has for the health of the 

Murray Darling Basin, and the ability of Irrigators In the Sunraysla and Rlverland regions to maintain access to 
adequate supplies of water In the future. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association (ADFA) has 
expressed deep concern about the security and quality of 
water in Sunraysia if a spate of water entitlement 
transfers is not managed wisely. 

ADFA Chairman, Mr Peter Macintosh, said there is 
about 90,000 megalitres of water licences allocated but 
unused in the Sunraysia region. 

Their value was now being recognised and many 
were being activated as part of the rapid expansion of 
horticulture, particularly wine grape plantings. 

The problem is that for every unused water 
entitlement that transfers to active use, the security of 
supply for existing irrigators diminishes," Mr Macintosh 
warned. 

"It would be logical to suggest the Murray will have to 
carry the water needed to meet this additional demand, 
but there are serious doubts about its capacity to do this. 

"The activation of sleeper licences has the same 
effect as the issuing of new licences, in that water 
allocated under these entitlements has never been taken 
from the Murray or Darling systems. 

Because of the dangers associated with over-use of 
the river resource for irrigation, the ADFA is seeking a 
moratorium on the sale or transfer of unused water 
entitlements, the issue of new entitlements, and changes 
from low security licences to high security. 

The ADFA believes the moratorium should remain in 
place until the "health" of the river system has been 
returned to acceptable levels, and the quantity and 
quality of flushing flows determined to maintain this level 
of well being. 

Mr Macintosh said the Hume Weir is presently 
releasing 25,000 megalitres of water a day. 

"We understand that landowners below the Hume 
are already complaining that their land is under water for 
eight months a year - it is unrealistic to expect flows to 
increase from this source," he said. 

"At times of peak irrigation demand, only 2500MI of 
the 25,000MI released from the Hume arrives at the 
junction of the Murray and Murrumbidgee Rivers. 

"About 1 ,500MI of that is used in Sunraysia for 
irrigation and domestic use during the summer months. 

"Consequently, the significant investment being 
made by those who have secured water entitlements 
could be at risk. 

Mr Macintosh said there were also environmental 
issues associated with increased flows to meet the 
greater demand, or alternatively, the impact of decreased 
flows on a river system that was already over-committed 
to irrigation and unable to carry the water demanded by 
irrigators. 

One of those impacts was the potential for more 
blue-green algae outbreaks. 

In the current drought, that situation was aggravated 
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by a lack of rain in the headwaters of the Darling River. 
"Normally, up to 5000 megalitres a day is available 

from the Menindee Lakes system to supply South 
Australia and the lower reaches of the Darling River 
during periods of peak irrigation demand," Mr Macintosh 
said. 

"But this year, there is none available. 
"It is obvious that the Darling River system is not in a 

position to supply water for increased permanent 
plantings, whether water is drawn directly from the 
Darling River or from the River Murray downstream of 
Wentworth. 

"Water crucial to South Australia, and destined for 
Lake Victoria, is being transferred from the Yarrawonga 
Weir via the Mulwala Canal and the Edward River back 
to the Murray", Mr. Macintosh said. 

The majority of the unused water entitlements being 
transferred to active use will be used below the junction 
of the Murray and Murrumbidgee Rivers. 

(Of the 12,000 megalitres recently sold at auction in 
Victoria, 11,190 will be used in the Sunraysia area). 

SUNRAYSIA HORTICULTURAL 
CENTRE WINS PRIZED MEDAL 

The Sunraysia Horticultural Centre's plant 
protection group has been recognised for its 
research excellence by winning the Daniel 
McAlpine Medal. 

The award was presented in Melbourne 
on November 30 by the Victorian Minister for 
Agriculture, Mr Bill McGrath. 

ADFA Chairman Mr Peter Macintosh, 
congratulating the SHC team on their win, said 
that the plant protection group at lrymple, led 
by Dr Greg Buchanan, has made an 
outstanding contribution to the dried vine fruits 
industry through the development of an 
intergrated pest management system. 

"Work by the team has reduced chemical 
use, and been an integral part in the 
development of a computer system for the 
monitoring of pest and disease outbreaks. 
This has resulted in the establishment of the 
Horticultural Hotline and the Cropwatch 
Newsletter", Mr Macintosh said. 

"The award demonstates the Victorian 
Department of Agriculture's committment to 
improving the profitability and sustainability of 
the Australian dried vine fruits industry through 
excellence in agricultural science". 
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PHOSPHORUS AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 

The Problem With Blue-Green Algae 
Blue-green algae is a microscopic organism that has 

been around since time began, living in our water ways. 
It is one of the oldest, most primitive forms of life and 
scientists believe that over time it has contributed to 
much of the oxygen in the earth's atmosphere. 

In our waterways blue-green algae is part of the 
balance of nature, part of the food chain for other living 
things. When there is a problem with blue-green algae, 
we are the main cause of it. 

If we aren't careful, we can upset the balance of 
nature by allowing too much phosphorus into our 
waterways. Blue-green algae feeds on phosphorus, and 
with a nice, rich diet of it, it will grow out of control, a 
green, slimy, smelly mess. 

It only remains to be said that at certain times blue
green algae can be very, very poisonous. 

Did you know that laundry detergents contribute up 
to 50% of the phosphorus that arrives at our sewerage 
works? 
What's All The Fuss About Phosphorus 

Phosphorus is actually good stuff. Little bits of it are 
in all of us - in all living things and in the soil. It makes 
things grow. 

Phosphorus in rock form can be mined. It makes a 
great little fertiliser. It softens water too, which does 
wonders for washing, so they stick it in laundry 
detergents. 

And where does all that laundry detergent go? And 
all the run off from fertilised paddocks and pampered 
gardens when there's a downpour? Into our rivers! Into 
our drains, into our sewerage system and into our rivers. 

But the river can cope. Little organisms to large fish 
get to work and clean up all the gunk, most of the time. 
It's only when the water is warm and slow, disaster 

strikes. Blue-green algae loves it. Blue-green algae 
"blooms" when fed on a diet of rich phosphorus and 
nitrogen that it plucks from the air - wizz that it is. It 
grows and grows. 

From microscopic organisms to myriad microscopic 
organisms it spreads out as a carpet of green slime 
choking the life out of the river. 

And it's poisonous. One good big dose is more lethal 
than a cobra bite. 

Goodbye river. Goodbye water supply. Hello to a lot 
of hard work cleaning up the mess. So let's just make a 
fuss about phosphorus. 
Ambitious Campaign 

An unusual campaign has been launched in Albury
Wodonga. 

Householders in the twin cities have been asked to 
declare war on blue-green algae. 

The "Phosphorus Action Campaign" aims to make 
people living in Albury-Wodonga aware of the threat to 
our river and how a simple change in household 
behaviour can reduce that threat. 

From Australian Day 1994, households in Albury
Wodonga have been asked to switch to low-phosphorus 
and no-phosphorus brand detergents when doing their 
washing. 

A key objective in the campaign is to reduce the 
amount of phosphorus in urban sewage. 

Phosphorus is a nutrient for blue-green algae. 
The results of the campaign can be measured at the 

sewage inlet to the Sewage Treatment Plant. 
The campaign will only be considered successful if 

there is a noticeable and sustained reduction in the 
phosphorus content of sewage entering the sewage 
treatment works. 

DISEASES AND PESTS - A NEW MANUAL FOR GRAPE GROWERS 

A comprehensive new manual for Australian and 
New Zealand grape growers was released last month by 
the Department of Primary Industries South Australia 
(PISA) . 

Titled Diseases and Pests, it was written by 23 crop 
protection experts from both countries. It integrates the 
best available technology in disease and pest 
management enabling growers to maintain their 
competitive advantage on the world market. 

Announcing the release, Duncan Tullett, Service 
Delivery Manager at Primary Industries Loxton Centre, 
said the publication is a well presented and easy to read 
manual. It will enable grape growers to use the latest 
information to recognise diseases and pests in the 
vineyard, and to determine the conditions under which 
they spread. 

The most recently developed management strategies 
are also presented to enable growers to apply the most 
efficient and effective disease and pests control 

December 1994 - DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

measures to reduce the use of chemicals in the vineyard. 
Diseases and Pests is the first in a Grape 

Production Series of publications which will later include 
vineyard establishment and redevelopment, irrigation, soil 
management and nutrition. 

Including over 100 pages in full colour, the manual 
contains simple explanatory diagrams and more than 250 
helpful colour photos to assist the grape grower in 
identifying the diseases, pests and disorders in the 
vineyard. 

Diseases and Pests contains sections on the 
different types of vineyard sprayers and their correct 
operation. Up to date information is also presented on 
choosing the best fungicide or insecticide where 
biological methods are not available. 

The release of Diseases and Pests is a timely 
contribution to the grape growers of Australia at $40. 
Growers can obtain a copy by contacting PISA on 
(085) 859 100. 
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SPRAYER CALIBRATION & SPRAY APPLICATION FOR FRUIT TREES 

Preparation & Maintenance of Spray Equipment 
Sprayers should be operated before the spraying 

season to ensure that they are working properly. Routine 
maintenance should also be performed, using procedures 
given in the manufacturer's handbook, during the season. 
This should include: 

* checking hoses and pumps for leaks; 
* checking filters and replacing if damaged; 
*checking discs and swirls and replacing if worn; 
* checking that the pressure gauge works properly . 
Spray equipment cannot be properly calibrated or 

operated if the pressure gauge is faulty. Make sure that 
the replacement gauge operates over a suitable pressure 
range and is graduated in kilopascals (kpa). 
High Volume (Dilute) Spraying 

When chemical labels specify an amount of product 
to be mixed per 100L of spray THIS REFERS TO THE 
RATE FOR HIGH VOLUME SPRAYING. In Victoria, 
volumes grater than 2000L per hectare are required for 
high volume spraying of mature tress. 
Low Volume (Semi-concentrate or Concentrate) 
Spraying 

There are a number of sprayers designed for the 
application of low volume (LV) sprays and many existing 
machines can be converted by simply replacing the 
coarse dilute nozzles with finer LV nozzle sets. Ceramic 
nozzles are well suited to withstand the abrasion caused 
by concentrated wettable powder pesticides. 

Low volume spraying is often designated 2X, 3X etc. 
to indicate the amount of concentration of the pesticide 
compared to that used in dilute spraying. A grower 
applying pesticide at 2X would mix twice as much 
product per 1 OOL than would be used in high volume 
spraying, but the spray mixture covers twice the area so 
that the amount of product applied per hectare Is 
Identical. Many pesticide labels specify the amount of 
product to be applied per hectare. This rate applies 
regardless of the concentration factor. Some labels 
specifically recommend against low volume 
application. 

To correctly convert a sprayer from high to low 
volume application it is essential to know the output 
(LJHa) of the sprayer. 
Calculation of Ground Speed 

Ground speed is an important factor in spraying. 
Changing tractors can alter the calibration of your 
sprayer. Travelling speed of the machine can be 
checked by timing it over a measured distance. The 
number of seconds taken to travel 1OOm show km/h, 
those to travel176 ft show m.p.h. 

Seconds (100m) 180 120 90 72 60 51 45 
Km/hr 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Seconds (176 ft) 120 
Miles/hr 1 

60 48 40 34 30 27 24 
2 2.5 3 3.4 4 4.5 5 

Growers can use number of trees/minute to keep 
check on sprayer speed while spraying. Example: for 
trees at 6m apart, say sprayer travels past 20 trees in 
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one minute, i.e. 20 x 6 :;;; 12m in 60 sec. This is 
equivalent to 1OOm in 50 sec. or, from table, about 7 
km/hr. 
Use of Plant-row Volume to Calculate Spray Volume 
per Hectare 

Application of chemicals in orchards is generally 
made on the basis of a specified rate per hectare 
regardless of tree size or density of the foliage in the 
canopy. The use of plant-row volume to determine the 
volume of spray per hectare takes the size of the tree 
into consideration. 

Plant-row volume (PRV) is the volume occupied by 
the foliage of the crop and is calculated from the height 
and width of the tree, and the total length of rows in a 
hectare. The spray volume factor (SVF) equals the 
number of litres of spray retained by 1,000m3 of plant-row 
volume sprayed to run-off. The SVF varies depending on 
the density of the foliage in the tree canopy. Dormant 
trees have a lower SVF than trees in the middle of the 
fruit season. To calculate the volume of spray needed 
per hectare, first determine the SVF from the table 
below. 

TABLE OF SPRAY VOLUME FACTORS (SVF) 

Foliage density SVF 

Dormant trees 75 

Low density (early season sprays) 100 

Medium density 125 

High density (mid to late season sprays) 150 

Then use the following formula: (all measurements 
should be in metres) 

Litres of spray/ha :;;; 

10 x (Litres per 1000 m3 PRV) x (tree height) x (tree width) 

(distance between row) 

This is the amount of spray you require if you are 
using high volume application. If you are spraying low 
volume you will need to divide the high volume rate by 
the concentration factor. This is best illustrated by the 
following example. 

(high volume) 
tree height :;;; 3m 
tree width :;;; 4m 
distance between rows :;;; 6m 

Litres of spray/ha :;;; 10 x 100 x 3 x 4 :;;; 12,000:;;; 2000L 
6 6 

For spraying 2X remember that the amount of 
product/1 OOL in the vat has to be doubled to keep the 
amount of product/ha the same. Use the following 
formula to calculate the amount of spray to be applied: 

litres/ha (low volume) = litres/ha {high volume) = 2000L = 1 OOOL. 
concentration factor 2 
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TERTIARY STUDIES IN AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 
SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME 

Sunraysia District Council of the ADFA has developed a scholarship scheme which gives 100% 
ADFA dried fruit growers and their children a chance to further their education in Agricultural 
studies. 

The Scholarship Scheme has been developed to help with the costs associated with courses 
that dried fruit growers and their children undertake to complete or further their viticultural 
knowledge. These costs may include course fees, the purchase of books or equipment, or any 
other related costs. 

Course: 

Course Length: 

Amount Allocated: 

CRITERIA OF SOC SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME 

The Agricultural course is to be related to Dried Fruits or viticultural 
practises. (TAFE or University) 

A Minimum of 1 Year Full Time or 2 Years Part Time. 
(Subject to review of tertiary course by Executive Committee) . 

$2000 per Annum divided equally amongst successful applicants, 
to a maximum of $500 per applicant. Scholarship is a once only payment. 

Scholarship 
Criteria: 

Applicant or Parents of applicant have to deliver 100% of their dried fruit 
crop to ADFA packing sheds. Final selection criteria is at the discretion of 
Sunraysia District Council. 

Applications Close: Applications should be received no later than March 30, 1995. 

TERTIARY STUDIES IN AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 
(APPLICATION FORM) 

SURNAME: _______ ___ CHRISTIAN NAMES:-----------

ADDRESS: ______ _______________ __ POSTCODE: ________ _ 

TEL: (H) _______ _ TEL:(W) _______ _ __ _ 

TITLE OF COURSE: --------------------------------------------
LOCATION OF COURSE: DURATION OF COURSE: ________ _ 

Address Applications to: Mr. Tom Crouch, Executive Officer, 
Sunraysia District Council of the ADFA 
P 0 Box 667 
MILDURA VIC 3502 

All applicants will be informed if their application was successful after the closing entry date. 
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AN APPRENTICE: HAVE YOU CONSIDERED ONE? 

Apprenticeships- Who Benefits? 
An apprenticeship is a time during which a person is 

contracted to one or more employers to learn all aspects 
of a trade through on the job training. This is combined 
with off the job training at a T AFE College one day a 
week or on block release for classes of instruction in their 
trade. 

The benefits to the employer are many. The 
apprenticeship scheme produces workers trained to 
employer's standards, it creates a supply of skilled trades 
people, and provides a source of future supervisors. The 
scheme helps guard against unskilled workers who do an 
inferior job, cut prices and generally lower the standard of 
the trade. 

The benefits to the apprentice are considerable. the 
apprentice receives further education with pay, providing 
a solid foundation for the future by training in a career. 
He or she increases earning power and is able to do a 
skilled and complex job well, thus increasing job 
satisfaction. The apprenticeship also gives the 
opportunity for advancement to technician, supervisor or 
managerial positions. 

Apprentices are paid while being trained including 
time spent at TAFE. The minimum wage rates, hours of 
work, annual leave, sick leave and other general 
conditions for apprentices are prescribed in the relevant 
Federal Industry Awards. 

Farming Apprenticeships 
The Farming Trades Apprenticeship Course offered 

through the Sunraysia College of T AFE is designed to 
train the apprentice in the basic skills of practical 
horticulture work. The course aims to ensure that the 
apprentice becomes a competent operator in the whole 
range of jobs involved in fruit growing. 

The Farming Apprenticeship course consists of a 
range of "units". Within each unit there are a number of 
tasks which must be undertaken by the apprentice. 

Units are split into three categories: 
1 . The Common Units 

All units are compulsory for all apprentices. 
Common 1 . Tractor Operation 
Units No. 2. First Aid 

3. Personal Skills 
4. Workshop and General Maintenance 
5. Weather 
6. Farm Chemicals 
7. Welding 
8. Farm Water Supply 
9. Fire Control 
10. Maintenance and Operation of a Small 

Engine 
2. The Commodity Units 

These units are specifically designed to give 
specialised training in the major commodity areas. Each 
apprentice is required to select one group of commodity 
units, which must relate to the major commodities 
produced by their employer. 

In the case of the dried fruits industry the commodity 
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unit undertaken would be "Fruit and Vines". 
3. Optional Units 

The optional units provide apprentices with the 
opportunity to gain training in a wide range of skills to 
complement the skills learned in compulsory and 
commodity units. 

Any commodity unit not selected as an apprentice's 
major commodity may be selected as an optional unit. 
Additional optional units can also be selected from the 
following: 

* shed construction 
*farm vehicles 
*farm computer use 
*flood irrigation 
*farm concreting 
*farm planning 
* irrigation 
*farm tractor and vehicle maintenance 

Is Financial Assistance Available to Growers? 
Both the Federal and State Governments provide 

assistance for the employment of an apprentice. 
The period of apprenticeship is four years which 

includes part time training at the college for 40 days per 
year in the first three years. 

Commencement Grant - When an apprentice has 
completed the probationary three month period, the 
employer is eligible to claim a commencement grant of 
$1,500. 

Re-establishment Grant - Employers who take on an 
out-of-trade (unemployed) apprentice who is registered 
with the CES may be eligible to receive a re
establishment grant of $500. 

Completion Grant - If an apprentice completes the 
apprenticeship with the one employer, that employer can 
apply for the completion grant of up to $2,500. 

Apprentice Training Incentive Equity Component -
Employers are eligible to receive an additional $1,000 for 
employing a new apprentice classified by the CES as 
disadvantaged in the labour market. 

Employers are provided with a payroll tax rebate with 
respect to the wages of all apprentices. 
For further information contact: 

Head of Rural Studies Department 
Sunraysia College ofT AFE 
Ph: (018) 502 675 
or (050) 223 666 
PO Box 1904 
MILDURA 3502 

Sunraysia College of T AFE 
Swan Hill Campus 
Ph: (050) 329 766 
PO Box329 
SWAN HILL 3585 

Peter Wohlers 
Berri CES 
Ph: (085) 801 113 
3 Riverview Drive, Berri 
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FINANCIAL HELP TO TAKE ON NEW STAFF 

What Is ·Jobstart? • You train the person on-the-job to suit your particular 
needs Jobstart allows you to take on staff by giving you a 

substantial wage subsidy for up to one year. The 
subsidy compensates you for the on-the-job learning 
costs of your new employee. 

Who can be employed under Jobstart? 
Jobstart participants can be any age. Most people 

you employ under this wage subsidy scheme will have 
been unemployed over the last 12 months, or be 
assessed by the CES as being eligible under special 
conditions . 

What are the benefits? 
• 
• 

Reduced salary costs (see table below) 
You choose from a list of eligible jobseekers 

Jobstart Subsidies (current as at 4/7/94) 

EDUCATiONAL 
ATTAlNMENT AND 
TIME SINCE LEFT 

... •.··SCHOOL 

36 MTHS OR MORE 
UNEMPLOYED 

BONUS 
PAYMENT 

NON ADULT FOR 13 I •····· ··········· FIRST 13 NEXT 26 t--:-:=:-:--::-("1__o6__;-2"-':0:--Y_R....:S~):-:---t--W.:....:..:::E~EKc..:.S::..__--il }/ < WEEKS WEEKS 
FIRST 13 NEXT 26 AFTER 52 
WEEKS WEEKS WEEKS 

YEAR 10 OR BELOW I )\ {/ 
0-12 Months $70 .•.. I i f----_--+--_ --+----+----+-----f - - -

1 Year $70 ) t-___..:...$1.:....:3c..:.5_-t----'$--':64-'-'.-'-50_;__-t----+-----+-__;c..:....:....:..._---t 
2 Years $100 8 • l--___..:...$1.:....:5c..:.0_-+-_:::$..:....75=---+----+----+-___;:~=----f 

- - $500 
$500 - -

3 Years $100 0 $135 $87.50 
4 years $100 . N .• ( $200 $100 

$205 $102.50 $500 

YEAR 11 
0-12 Months 

1 Year 
2 Years 
3 Years 

YEAR 12 OR HIGHER 
0-12 Months 

1 Year 
2 Years 

ADULT 
(21 AND OVER)_ 

$70 
$100 
$100 
$100 

$100 
$100 
$100 

FOR 13 
WEEKS 

$1 00 

s )?r-~~~~~~~~~-+~~-4 
$230 $115 $500 

·>·) .... ·~-----~-----~-----~------+------~ 
p $150 $75 - - $500 
A > I--___..:...$1.:....:7...;:.,5_+--:-$8..;_7,_;.5--0-t--_--+--_--+-----"-$..:;...50.;_;0_-t 

y $200 $100 $230 $115 $500 

M ····1------+-----t----+-----+------t 
E 

·. 0 /:;~~---t----t--~--t 
···············~-----i~--~----+-----+-----~ 

- - - - -
$175 $87.50 - - $500 
$200 $100 - - $500 

p • 
L 
( . 

E i( 

··s .··<•·••• •· 

FIRST 13 NEXT 26 
WEEKS WEEKS 

$200 $100 

FIRST 13 NEXT 26 
WEEKS WEEKS 

$230 $115 $500 

Brian Cox inspecting the subsurface Irrigation. 

Growers have the ability to regulate water fllows 
down every row with the subsurface irrigation 
technique being trlalled by the CSIRO and Murray
Suraysla Water. 
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US FARM CHEMICAL PRICES 

The ADFA regularly receives publications from the 
United States Department of Agriculture. These 
publications cover a wide ranging number of topics 
including reports on various horticultural industries and 
agricultural industries. 

The most recently received publication by the ADFA 
provides a summary of agricultural prices paid for 
production input goods and services paid by US farmers. 

The state regional and US average prices for 
agricultural commodities and farm production inputs are 
based on voluntary reports from agribusiness firms, 
merchants, dealers, and farmers throughout the nation. 

Of relevance to the dried fruits industry was the 
summary of prices paid for agricultural chemicals by US 
farmers for 1 993 which surveyed a number of fungicides, 
herbicides, and insecticides used in US agriculture. 

Although the figures supplied in the USDA 
publication are historical it is possible to make a 
comparison with Australian prices by allowing for inflation 
and then converting US prices to Australian dollar prices 
through the exchange rate. 

The names of the chemicals compared and the 
results of the comparison are shown below. 

US PRICES AUST. PRICES COMPARISON 
CHEMICALS Aust. Equivalent Retail Price 

1994. A$ per Unit 1994 · A$ f.)er Unit Aust. Vs USA 
Fungicides 
Benomyl (Ben late), 50% WP 
Copper Hydroxide, 77% WP 
lprodione (Rovral), 50% WP 
Mancozeb (Dithane 80% WP- Manzate 75% OF) 
Metalaxyl (Ridomil) , 2# I Gal EC 
Sulfur 95% WP (plus Thiovit) 
Ziram 76% WP (Ziragrans) 
Herbicides 
Diuron (Karmex, Direx), 80% WP 
Glyphosate (Roundup), 4# I Gal EC 
Simazine (Princep), 4# I Gal EC 
Trifluralin (Treflan) , 4# I Gal EC 
Insecticides 
Bt 2x (Dipel), WP (Dipel Forte) 
Carbaryl, (Sevin) , 80% WP 
Chlorpyrifos (Lorsban) , 4# I Gal EC 
Diazinon 4# I Gal EC 
Dicofol (Kelthane) , 35% WP 
Endosulfan (Thiodan), 3# I Gal EC 
Methidathion (Supracide) 2# I Gal EC 
Methomyl (Lannate) LO, 1.81 #I Gal Liq. 

According to the ADFA's sources, the information 
provided above needs to be considered with other 
information, such as the need for US growers to use 
each of the above chemicals. 

For example, the US dried vine fruits industry 
experiences few fungal diseases, such as downy mildew. 
Therefore, the need to spend money on fungicides is 
virtually non-existent. 

From the information provided above, it would be 
appropriate to assume that the Australian dried fruits 
industry has access to cheaper fungicides than our US 
counterparts. 

However, the need for US growers to use these 
chemicals does not exist. This immediately eliminates 
any advantage for Australian dried fruit growers that may 
have been present. 

While US dried vine fruit growers do not have 
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$52.92 kg $48.80 litre • 7.79% 
$7.47 kg $7.09 kg -5.05% 

$70.98 kg $62.40 litre - 12.09% 
$9.49 kg $6.28 kg - 33.86% 

$57.07 litre $54.00 kg -5.39% 
$1 .56 kg $2.04 kg 31.06% 
$8.53 kg $11.90 kg 39.51% 

$16.81 kg $13.77 kg - 18.12% 
$19.44 litre $9.75 litre -49.83% 
$6.34 litre $5.73 litre - 9.68% 

$12.05 litre $7.00 litre -41.90% 

$40.78 kg $72.50 kg 77.78% 
$13.36 kg $18.24 kg 36.57% 
$17.94 litre $19.75 litre 10.07% 
$12.05 litre $12.20 litre 1.25% 
$27.12 kg $12.20 litre -55.01% 
$13.32 litre $7.63 litre -42.74% 
$18.09 litre $24.76 litre 36.86% 
$15.15 litre $13.85 litre - 8.55% 

significant problems with fungal diseases, the same 
s:;annot be said of insects. 

US growers face significant difficulties in controlling 
insects such as leaf hoppers and mites. Australian 
growers do not have this problem to the same extent. 

The information provided above shows that US 
growers pay less, overall, for their insecticides than do 
Australian dried vine fruit growers. 

The advantage that this provides to the US industry 
over the Australian industry is fairly minimal, again 
because of the different use patterns. 

While comparing input costs between the 
Australian industry and that of the world's biggest dried 
vine fruits producer is a valuable exercise, caution needs 
to be taken to ensure that the results are appropriate 
ones, as different use patterns can distort the results and 
conclusions obtained. 
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WEED SEED FREE PROPERTY ASSURANCE PROGRAM 

In October 1991 the ADFA first sought expressions of interest from growers 
interested in joining the ADFA's dried vine fruit Weed Seed Free Property 
Assurance Program. 

The program was established because of the industry's inability to supply dried vine 
fruit which was guaranteed to be free of spiked weed seeds. This hindered sales of 
fruit to some manufacturers and encouraged the use of imported fruit. 

The response to the program was encouraging. There are now 34 growers 
registered with the scheme as having spiked weed seed free properties. These 
growers receive the $40 per tonne premium paid on deliveries of dried vine fruit 
from certified properties. 

The dried vine fruit from the properties of these growers has made a significant 
contribution to the resurgence of the Australian dried fruits industry as the preferred 
supplier of dried vine fruit to a number of Australia's leading food manufacturers. 

Because of the demand for the weed seed free fruit the ADFA is now seeking more 
growers to join the program. The premium is payable on the following varieties: 
Sultana, Merbein Seedless, Zante, Carina, Gordo, & Waltham Cross. 

Growers interested in learning more about the test procedures and the cost of 
inspection are invited to contact Anthony Couroupis at ADFA Head Office on (050) 
23 5174, or complete the form below and return it to the ADFA. 

~------------------------------------------------------------------ ------- --------- ------------------ ---------------------------~ 

ADFA WEED SEED FREE PROPERTY ASSURANCE PROGRAM 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

Name ................... ...... .... .. ............... .............. ............ ... ... .. .... .. .... ................ ......... ....... ...... .... . . 

Postal Address .. ..... ........ ...... ......... ... ...... .... ... ............... ...... .............. ..... ..... .... ........ .... ... .... ... .. . 

Block Size ..... ... .... ....... ................. .. ... .. ..... ..... Acres/Hectares 

Block's Average Total Tonnage .......... ...... .. .. ......... Tonnes 

Please return this form to: 

ADFA Head Office 
P.O. Box 1142 Mildura. Vic. 3502 
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FESTIVE OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING 
Prepared By ADFA Food Advisory Services Department 

The Festive season Is definitely a time to enjoy the great outdoors, so why not consider a barbecue - who 
wants a greasy charred mess to clean up. With the popularity of the kettle barbecue, it Is now so easy to 
produce great food with little fuss, and you don't have to slave over the proverbial hot stove all day. 

Take your pick- it allows you to roast, bake, grill or fry and is perfect for large cuts of meat, vegetable dishes 
and poultry, ali cooked to perfection. 

These recipes include instructions for the regular barbie as well as the kettle barbecue. 

So this year, take a more relaxed approach to Festive entertaining. 

PORK LOIN WITH APPLE 
CURRANT FILLING 

finely grated rind 1 orange 
112 cup teaspoon ground 

coriander 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 

2
t3 cup Australian currants 
1 apple, cored and chopped 

with skin on 
112 cup chopped walnuts 

1 .5 kg boned loin pork, rind 
removed and trimmed of 
excess fat 

Combine ali ingredients and mix 
well. 

Open out pork and spoon over 
filling. Roll carefully, wrap the 
trimmed and scored rind around 
then firmly tie with string. 

Rub a little oil and salt into rind. 
Place pork in barbecue and cook 
approximately 13

/4 hours with lid on. 
Kettle Barbecue Directions: 

Cook over an indirect fire with lid 
on for approximately 2 hours. 

SANTA'S CARROTS 

500g baby carrots, washed and 
peeled 

1 onion, peeled and sliced 
30g butter 
60g Australian sultanas 
1

/4 cup water 
1

/4 cup orange juice 
few sprigs of dill 
salt and pepper, to taste 
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Combine all ingredients in a foil 
dish with lid on and cook 20-25 
minutes or until carrots are cooked 
when tested. 
Kettle Barbecue Directions: 

Cook over an indirect fire for 20-25 
minutes with lid on. 

ROAST TURKEY WITH APPLE 
AND ONION STUFFING 

5-6kg turkey 
1
t4 cup oil 

Stuffing: 
112 cup Australian sultanas 

3112 cups soft breadcrumbs 
90g butter 
112 cup chopped onion 
1 clove garlic, crushed 

112 cup chopped celery 
1112 cups diced Granny Smith 

apples, peeled and cored 
1 tablespoon finely chopped 

parsley 
112 teaspoon salt 

pinch of ground paprika 

Remove giblets and neck from 
turkey (use in 'the preparation of 
gravy). · 

Rinse turkey inside and out with 
water and pat dry with paper towel. 

Using string, tie wings behind back 
of turkey. 

Fill cavity with stuffing and if 
desired, also under breast skin . 
Secure with poultry pins or fine 
skewers. 

Place turkey on kettle barbecue 
using foil around edges of turkey to 
guard against burning. 
Stuffing: 

Pour boiling water over sultanas, 
allow to stand 5 minutes, then drain. 
Add to breadcrumbs. 

Melt butter, add onion, garlic, 
celery and cook for 3 minutes. 

Add to breadcrumbs with apples, 
parsley, salt and paprika. 
Kettle Barbecue Directions: 

Cook over an indirect fire with lid 
on for 3 hours or until cooked when 
tested. (The turkey can only be 
cooked this way or in an oven). 

FESTIVE BAKED FISH WITH 
RAISIN AND RICE STUFFING 

whole fish, cleaned and 
scaled 
oil 
salt and pepper, to taste 
lemon juice 

Stuffing: 
60g butter 

1 small onion, chopped 
2 teaspoons chopped or 1 

teaspoon dried dill 
112 cup pine nuts 
112 cup chopped Australian 

seeded raisins 
2 cups cooked brown rice 

1
t4 cup honey 
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Pat dry fish and place in a piece of 
foil brushed with oil. Fill fish cavity 
with stuffing. 

Brush fish with extra oil, season 
with salt and pepper and sprinkle 
over lemon juice 

Wrap foil to form a parcel. 
Stuffing: 

Melt butter, add onion and cook 
until soft. Add to remaining 
ingredients. 
Note: Any excess stuffing can be 
placed into a separate piece of 
greased foil and cooked with the 
fish . 
Kettle Barbecue Directions: 
Cook over an indirect fire with lid 

on for approximately 25 minutes per 
kg until fish is cooked when tested. 

BEANS NOEL 

500g green beans, washed and 
trimmed 

30g butter 
1 small onion, chopped 
1 rasher bacon, chopped 
2 cloves garlic , crushed 

112 cup Australian currants 
1

/4 cup pine nuts 

Place all ingredients in a foil 
container and cover with lid. 
Cook 15-20 minutes or until tender. 

Kettle Barbecue Directions: 
Cook over an indirect fire for 15-20 

minutes with lid on. 

RED CABBAGE OF THE SEASON 

60g butter, melted 
1 small red cabbage, finely 

shredded 
2 medium onions, chopped 

salt and pepper, to taste 
1 cup red wine 

3
t4 cup Australian sultanas 

1
12 cup red currant jelly 

Combine butter, cabbage, onions, 
salt and pepper in large foil 
container. Cover with foil and cook 
45-50 minutes. 

Stir well, add apples, sultanas and 
red currant jelly - cover again and 
cook a further 30 minutes or until 
apples are tender. 

Delicious served with beef or pork. 
Kettle Barbecue Directions: 

Cook over an indirect fire for 
approximately 60 minutes with lid 
on. 
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THE CHRISTMAS SALAD 

1 small canteloupe 
112 honeydew melon 
1 kg watermelon 

1 medium red onion, thinly 
sliced 

3
14 cup Australian seeded 

raisins 
250g tiny tomatoes 

1 ripe avocado, peeled and 
sliced 

Dressing: 
juice 2 lemons 

2 passionfruit 
1
/4 cup oil 

ground black pepper, to 
taste 

Peel melons, remove seeds and 
Cllt into bite size pieces. 

Arid thinly sliced onion rings. 
raisins tom::1toes and avocado 
slices. 

Sprinkle with dressing. The 
unusual combination of this salad 
tq~t<> c_:: fa!:>u 'aus and is excellent for 
all meats, game and fish . 

Dressing: 
In a jar, combine lemon juice, 

passionfruit pulp, oil and pepper; 
shake well. 

PlAITED PINEAPPLE 

1 pineapple 
2 tablespoons caster sugar 

60g butter, melted 
2 tablespoons rum or favourite 

liqueur 
'12 cup Australian sultanas 

Leave green top on pineapple. Cut 
a small slice off side of pineapple for 
a 'lid '. 

Carefully cut or scoop out flesh and 
remove core. 

Roughly chop flesh, mix with 
sugar, butter, rum and sultanas. 

Fi ll back into shell, place 'lid' on 
top, and wrap in foil. 

Place pineapple on cooler section 
of barbecue for 40-50 minutes or 
until pineapple is hot and tender 
when tested with a skewer. 
Kettle Barbecue Directions 

Cook over an indirect fi re for 40 50 
minutes with lid on. 

Page 19 



-
1. . . -

" 

. ,-

KEEP OUT OF THE REACH OF CHILDREN 

Fruit Drying Oil 
Emulsifiable Concentrate 
VEGETABLE OIL BASED ACTIVE CONSTITUENTS: 

712 g/1 ETHYL ESTERS OF C14/C20 MIXED FATTY ACIDS 
62 g/1 POTASSIUM SALT OF CASTOR OIL FATTY ACIDS 

Use to Assist in the Drying of Vine Fruits 
AS SHOWN IN DIRECTIONS FOR USE 

MANUFACTURED BY: 
HENKEL AUSTRALIA PTY. LIMITED 
83 MAFFRA STREET, 
BROADMEADOWS, 3047, VICTORIA. 

Net Contents 

20 Litres 

DISTRIBUTED BY: 
VINELEAF STORES 
HEAD OFFICE: Fifteenth Street, 
lrymple, Victoria, 3498. 
Phone: (050) 24 5704. 

VINELEAF STORES 
IRYMPLE MERBEIN MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 
15th Street, Commercial Street, Main Avenue, Laurel Avenue, 

i lrymple. Merbein. Merbein. Red Cliffs . 
24 5704. 25 2304. 25 2402. 24 2102. 

MILDURA COOMEALLA ROBINVALE 
Etiwanda Avenue, 

Mil dura . 
Silver City H/way, 

Coomealla. 
Moore Street, 

Robin vale. 
26 3904. 
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23 0017. 27 4606. 
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