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FROM THE 
CHAIRMAN
Fellow Growers,

Greetings, the end of another year draws 
closer and with it hope of better things 
to come. There have been some big 
changes in the past year in our industry 
both in the growing, where we have seen 
large-scale investment in dried fruit 
production. In processing, the sale of 
Angas Park to Chiquita, an interesting sale and certainly promises to bring change to 
our industry hopefully for the better. Within the ADFA structure with both Angas 
Park and Sun Dried joining the Association for the first time.

Whilst these events were unfolding, Government changes to Horticultural Legislation 
will see the closure of the Australian Dried Fruit Board early in 2001. In its place will 
be an Industry Advisory Committee under the new Horticulture Australia Limited. 
Whilst going through negotiations on this new structure we were able to secure the 
majority of the ADFB’s assets into a trust for the future use and advancement of our 
industry. We have control of all expenditure from this trust.

After several walks through my property and some neighboring properties, it caused 
me concern over the lack of bunch numbers, particularly in sultanas. After discussions 
with other growers and processor representatives, it appears to be fairly common 
through all growing areas. Of concern to industry is harvesting this crop and ensuring 
that growers are aware of the costs involved in hand harvesting versus Trellis Drying. 
I hope to have a presenter at our January meeting to advise on the cost implications of 
either method in light crop years.

Despite what looks like being a near record low year the Test of the world’ has grown 
massive crops in 2000 and this will potentially put the world into a moderate oversupply 
situation.

At the recent International Sultana Conference (which features in this edition), delegates 
heard of unprecented crop levels in U.S.A., Turkey and Iran. The ‘after hours’ 
discussions were hinting at probable price reductions in an attempt to clear stocks, 
this being the case, it is critical that we have good weather so as we can return to 
production of our famous ‘light’ product that both demands and achieves premium 
prices throughout the world.

On the other side of the ledger, the tree fruit crop is progressing well and reports back 
from South Australia indicate a higher than normal crop is expected and we hope that 
this comes to fruition as crop sizes in recent times have been less than market 
requirements.

Also in this issue is the amended pink wages sheet. It must be remembered that these 
rates are recommended minimums and any payment above these amounts is between 
the employer / employee -  contractor. This has caused some concern with people 
contracting machinery in Trellis Drying operations in recent times. Similar 
circumstances rarely occur and we recommend negotiations between parties.

In closing 1 wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and especially a 
trouble free harvest, as it is well and truly overdue.

Graham Robertson
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AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD REPORT
B arrie  M acM illan 
C hairman

A ustralian D ried F ruits B oard

The International Sultana / Raisin Conference was recently held 
in Mildura and attended by 40 visitors from producing nations 
around the world. The large crops dried during the recent northern 
hemisphere summer in the USA, Turkey and Iran are impacting 
on world markets with the USA determined to regain market 
share lost to Turkey in recent years. This preparedness to win 
increased market share at low prices will lead to diminished export 
returns for all countries.

Growers must look to redevelop to the best production technology 
available at an appropriate pace so as not to expose their business 
to too much risk.

The International Sultana / Raisin Conference has brought the 
international dried grape community together and it has 
highlighted the continuing need for our industry to strive for 
excellence in order to compete effectively.

Our Australian industry needs the 2001 crop to be of the highest 
possible quality to enable our marketers to distinguish our product 
from that held in abundance by the rest of the world. Hopefully, 
the sultana crop that appears in most instances to be a light one, 
will produce full-berried mature fruit that will weigh well and 
produce the light coloured sultanas Australia is renowned for.

The recent launch of the dried grape approved supplier program 
is a timely initiative as the Australian industry positions itself to 
maintain quality premiums in the domestic and quality conscious 
export markets.

The Australian industry must be proactive in defending this 
quality premium. The approved supplier program coupled with 
the processors QA accreditation ensures the product chain is 
covered from grape patch to plate. The program attempts to 
provide a marketing edge for our product.

The international conference confirmed that the Australian dried 
grape industry has built a reputation as a world leader in terms of 
yield per hectare, product quality, market price and grower returns 
however this is always under threat and challenge.

The rain-affected crops of 1999 and 2000 have jeopardised our 
quality position.

Improvement in vineyard management is increasing the output 
from Iranian and Turkish vineyards. The variability of sultana 
fruitfulness and its susceptibility to rain damage in our less than 
predictable February climate are causes for considerable concern 
especially during the last two seasons.

New varieties offer potential for Australian growers to move to 
more consistent bearing grape types that are less likely to be 
damaged by rain than sultanas. Plantings of these new varieties 
will need to be matched with marketing opportunities.

The Shaw swingarm production system offers the Australian 
industry significant optimism to be able to out-produce our 
overseas competitors from a yield and cost of production 
viewpoint.

However, the uptake of this technology by large private and 
corporate growers means that established dried grape growers 
should be preparing to match the efficiency of new greenfield 
vineyard developments to compete against low cost American, 
Turkish and Iranian producers.

It should be noted however that all producing countries are 
undergoing periods of significant change.
USA: Large stocks will likely lead to a raisin diversion program. 
The US government is supportive of reduced export subsidies. 
Turkey: TARIS, the Government backed processor, is being 
restructured to act as a commercial packer and its role of 
purchasing and managing the oversupply of product is likely to 
change in future.
Iran: The reduction of US and Turkish prices for reasonable 
quality product has placed enormous pressure on Iranian traders 
who traditionally have set the bottom of the market.
South Africa: The changing political environment has led to a 
diversion of Government spending towards other social programs. 
Taxation and social issues are a major concern to South African 
growers.

The restructuring of the Australian industry is also continuing 
with the legislation for Horticulture Australia progressing to 
timetable. The Australian Dried Fruits Board is due to be 
dissolved and replaced by an Industry Advisory Committee at 
years end.

The ADFA is to negotiate the structure to provide executive 
support to the new Committee and to implement the Committee's 
programs in the areas of residue testing, promotion, market 
research, product description, industry statistics, market access 
etc. The new Committee will retain the export market control 
powers held in reserve by the ADFB since the deregulation of 
the industry in 1998.

The latest industry production and export marketing statistics 
are:

Variety 2000 Receivals 2000 Packed
Sultanas 26,109 24,985
Naturals 451 426
Currants 2,616 2,485
Seeded Raisins 1214 1,026
Other Varieties 249 230
Total 30,639 29,152

Market 2000/01
Canada 806
Germany 3,045
UK 1,543
New Zealand 271
Other 1,110
Total 6,775
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
SULTANA / RAISIN PRODUCING COUNTRIES

MILDURA, AUSTRALIA 
30th October to 2nd November 2000

The International Conference of Sultana/Raisin Producing 
Countries was held in Mildura from October 30th to 
November 2nd- 2000 and attended by delegates and visitors 
from Australia, Chile, Iran, South Africa, Turkey and the 
USA. The Greek industry, who usually participate, were 
unable to attend.

The Conference alternates each year between London and 
a producing country. The Australian industry last hosted 
the Conference in 1989 and agreed to hold this years 
Conference in Mildura rather than in a Capital city.

The Australian industry took the opportunity to showcase 
itself to the rest of the world’s dried fruit community as a 
progressive high quality producing nation supported by 
strong research providers and professional industry 
organisations.

The formal proceedings were conducted on October 30th 
and 31 st with Mr John Lester being elected as the Chairman 
of the Conference for the tenth consecutive year. Mr Erdinc 
Kapkac of Turkey and Mr Hamid Hashemian of Iran were 
elected as the Deputy Chairmen. Mr Ross Skinner 
succeeded Mr Alan Knights as Conference Secretary.
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Plan today to enjoy the fruits of your labour tomorrow with an 
Australian Primary Superannuation product. With low fees and 
more choice it’s not surprising that the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association recommends Australian Primary Superannuation for 
both employers and your employees.

Request your FREE 
Primary Essentials 
and Primary' Plus

information kit today Australian primary
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Trustee: Farm Plan Pty Limited ACN 067 241 016

The Conference received state of the industry addresses 
from each of the Delegation Leaders in which production, 
processing and marketing issues were addressed. From the 
production information provided it was notable that each 
of the major Northern Hemisphere countries in Iran, Turkey 
and the USA had record or near record crops in 2000. The 
Conference noted that a 20 % increase in production had 
been dried in 2000 compared to 1999 thereby ensuring 
adequate supplies of Raisins and Sultanas to world markets 
for the immediate future.

The delegates agreed that supplies were ample to meet 
demand in recognized markets. It was noted that although 
production estimates from the Southern Hemisphere for 
2001 were for a less than average crop, this would not 
alleviate the full supply situation as the production of 
Australia, Chile and South Africa is less than 100,000 tonnes 
in total and therefore less than half the production of Turkey 
and a quarter that of the USA.

The Conference received the following dried grape 
production estimates:

CROP COUNTRY Sultanas/Raisins Goldens Currants
2000 Greece Sultanas

Iran Sultanas

Turkey Sultanas

USA Raisins

2001 Australia S ultanas

Chile Raisins

South Africa Sultanas

TOTAL Packed Metric Tonnes

35,000 42,000

112,000 20,000

255,000

350,000 15,000 4,000

25,000 3,000

32,000 4,000

29,000 6,000 1.500

8 3 8 , 0 0 0 4 5 , 0 0 0 5 0 , 5 0 0

The Conference received presentations on the United 
Kingdom generic campaign funded by the producing 
countries and the dried fruit traders in Britain. The campaign 
undertaken by the public relations firm Golley Slater 
features new product awards, baking competitions, and 
magazine recipe publication. The cost of this campaign is

South African and American visitors to the Conference 
inspected the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre.
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proportioned based on exports into the UK market with 
Australia agreeing to contribute £1,500 towards the 2001 
promotion.

The Minister for Trade, The Hon Mark Vaile MP opened 
the Conference and delivered an address noting Industry 
has a vital role in promoting messages on the value of trade 
reform. The Minister advised that a key ingredient to the 
future prosperity of Australian Agricultural Industries is 
enhanced and competitive access to export markets. He 
said that this cannot be taken for granted as support and 
subsidies for fanners in OECD countries have returned to 
record levels -  more than $360 billion annually. The 
Minister noted that negotiating the elimination of export 
subsidies and domestic support and the expansion of market 
access opportunities would be a hard fought campaign.. 
He said that the United States had weighed in with an 
ambitious framework of proposals that are broadly in line 
with Caims Group priorities, including one calling for the 
elimination of export subsidies. The Minister noted that 
as the USA was identified with high subsidies in agriculture, 
this represented a good turn of events.

The Conference received a presentation from Dr Nigel Scott 
of CS1RO Plant Industry on the development of genetically 
modified foodstuffs and the position of international and 
Australian research into modified grapevines.

Dr Scott advised that a key objective of grapevine 
improvement research by traditional and molecular 
breeding techniques was the development of disease 
resistant varieties that would not require spraying.

Dr Ailsa Hocking also provided a key address on the by 
products produced from grapevine moulds.

The fonnal Conference meeting was followed by district 
and industry tours of Sunraysia that visited vineyards, 
processors and irrigation and research facilities in 
Sunraysia, the Riverland and at Angaston.

Mr Lester advised that he was delighted the Australian 
industry and Sunraysia community had been viewed so

positively by the 40 international visitors to the Conference. 
“The delegations all commented that the Australian dried 
grape industry, like the Sydney Olympics, had set a very 
high standard for future conferences”.

“It was a valuable showcasing of the industry, its research 
providers and support organisations that ensured the rest 
of the producing nations continued to view Australia as a 
world leader in dried grape production despite our status 
as a smaller producer in recent years” Mr Lester noted.

It was agreed by delegates that the 2001 Conference would 
be held in London. The Delegations unanimously supported 
the appointment of the Australian dried fruits industry to 
again convene and provide the executive to the Conference 
in 2001. The Conference agreed that the expenses of the 
Chairman and Secretary would be met jointly by the 
participating countries so as not to financially disadvantage 
the Australian industry.

The organising committee of the Conference (Messr’s 
Lester, Tankard, Robertson and Skinner) would like to 
thank all those that contributed to the Conference, 
particularly the ADLA and ADLB staff.

The Minister for Trade, The Hon. Mark Vaile and Conference 
Chairman, Mr. John Lester at the delegates dinner.

Rural F inance

Young Farmers -  Purchase Land Or Plant W ith Concessional Finance

At Rural Finance we specialise in rural lending and understand 
rural business needs.

We have finance available for land purchase, working capital, 
plant and equipment and farm development projects.

Ask about our concessional Young Farmer loans designed to 
assist farmers under the age of 40 to purchase or expand a 
farm, or to purchase equipment for contracting, leasing or 
sharefarming.

Contact: Leon Fennell at 148-150 Pine Avenue, Mildura on 5023 3025, mildura@ruralfinance.com.au 
or Matt Gill, Gerald Lanigan or Greg Kuchel in Swan Hill on 5032 9900, swanhill@ruralfinance.com.au w w w .ru ra lfin a n ce .co m .a u
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TREE FRUIT CUTTING RATES

HORTICULTURAL INDUSTRY (AWU) AWARD 2000 

SEASON 2000-2001 PIECE WORK CUTTING RATES

The following piece work rates are suggested minimum rates for the 2000/01 season.

APRICOTS

NECTARINES

PEACHES

PEARS

3 X 2  Tray 

3 x 2  Tray 

3 x 2  Tray 

3 x 2  Tray

Casual employees shall be paid at the hourly rate:
General Hand 
Fruit Picker

$ 1.70 

$ 1.90 

$ 1.15 

$ 1.15

$ 12.25 per hour 
$ 11.76 per hour

N.B. Fruit Picker Rate applicable to PICKING ONLY - any other is at General fland Rates.

The new weekly permanent wage rates are
- General Hand or Pruner with 2 years experience $433.80 per week
- General Fland $417.00 per week
- Fruit Picker $400.40 per week

ALL GROWERS ARE INVITED TO THE 
ADFA SUNRAYSIA GROWERS’ FORUM 

ON MONDAY, JANUARY 15,2001
AT 2.00PM

The Australian Dried Fruits Association will be conducting a Sunraysia Growers’ Forum commencing at 
2.00pm on Monday, January 15, 2001. The meeting will be held at the Mildura Function Centre, Num
ber 1 Oval, Twelfth Street, Mildura.

All growers are invited to attend the meeting. It will be informal with growers having the opportunity to 
ask questions on the topics covered or raise issues of interest.

Included in the forum will be addresses by processors, agents and the Australian Dried Fruits Board. 
Topics will include industry reform, information relating to the upcoming harvest and market conditions
both in Australia and overseas. A guest speaker will present on the topic of hand harvesting versus 
trellis drying costings.
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DRYING FOR PROFIT

By Dale Little - Program Manager

dFRDc r a d ia l  h e a d  h a r v e s t e r

The DFRDC Radial Head Harvester Scheme will be run as a 
commercial operation for the 2001-harvest period. It is believed 
that the harvester is now capable of performing as well as other 
more traditional grape harvesters which arc currently being used 
to harvest trellis dried grapes.

The harvester will be available to growers who have Swingarm 
Trellis and whose property has been assessed as suitable for 
harvesting. The hourly rate will be very competitive and 
consideration will be given to the speed in which it is capable of 
harvesting at.

The aim is to appoint an operator who will be responsible to 
manage the scheme under the guidelines of the DFRDC and 
[)r\ ing for Profit. Growers interested in registering for the service 
can contact Drying for Profit.

SPRAY EQUIPMENT ROAD SHOW

A Spray Calibration Road Show is being arranged for the 
Sunraysia area and will look at the setup of spray machinery, 
calibration and application of chemicals under the new label rates.

The aim is to have 3 or 4 sessions using different types of spray 
machines such as Silvan Turbomiser, Airblast and Hardi Force 10. 
The sessions will be open to growers from Sunraysia and 
surrounding areas. Growers will be invited to attend the session 
which is relevant to their type of sprayer whether that particular 
session is being conducted in their area or not. Basically what 
this means is that if a grower has a Silvan Airblast and the session 
for that machine is to be conducted in Red Cliffs, growers in the 
Merbein or Irymplc areas will need to drive to Red Cliffs for that 
session.

More details on the road shows will be sent out to growers as 
dates, times and venues are confirmed.

RIVERLAND g r o w e r s  t o u r  o f  s u n r a y s ia

14 growers from the Riverland visited the Mildura area in early 
October for a 2-day tour of the district looking at machinery, 
rootstock and recent plantings.

he group headed by Rob Dixon from Cadell was keen to visit as 
main properties as possible during their visit particularly where 
growers have modified equipment for trellis drying, 

ome ot the main interest was in harvesters, particularly those 
l at have been modified to harvest Shaw Swingarm Trellis, 
graham Lyons, Alan Graetz and Martin Rogers all had older style 
. avv harvesters which all had there own special modifications. 

ardn Rogers also had a Riordan Wetting machine that created 
ome interest among those growers who were present.

^ e t r°up also visited the Sunmuscat rootstock trials at Lindsay 
^ ereath s and 1 ony Martin’s property at Merbein. On the final 
ay * e §rouP visited the Angas Park Fruit company’s facility at

Irymple before visiting John Hunt’s property at Red Cliffs and 
the new corporate development being undertaken by Colin 
Beasley known as the Benetook Farms Dried Fruit project.

PREFFERED SUPPLIER PROGRAM

The Approved Supplier Program for the dried grape industry has 
recently been lauched. It is now time for growers to consider 
when they would prefer to undertake the necessary training to 
ensure compliance with the program is achieved.

Drying for Profit will be co-ordinating all training courses and 
growers will be given an opportunity to select which training 
provider they use to deliver the course. It is expected that the 
course will run for approximately 4hrs and will cost growers 
approximately $75.

Growers should contact Drying for Profit and register for the 
course now even if you are only able to undertake the training 
after the 2001 harvest. Early registration will ensure you receive 
the Farm Biz subsidy and guarantee you of becoming an Approved 
Supplier.

MILDURA
sunbeam ^ uVtVo'

FOODS ---- i!=22!.----

DRIED GRAPE APPROVED 
SUPPLIER PROGRAM 
TRAINING REGISTRATION

The Dried Grape Approved Supplier Program has 
been launched and is the official Quality Assurance 
Program for the dried grape industry.
Training is conducted by approved Training 
Providers.
Drying for Profit is coordinating all courses.
Training course enrolments will cost growers 
approx. $75 as a FarmBiz 75% subsidy is available 
only until June 30, 2001.
Auditing will be undertaken by the Processors at no 
cost to growers.

7>K Ok.EC FRLfTS

ODUNC1 _

REGISTER NOW TO BECOME AN APPROVED 
SUPPLIER AND AVOID THE RUSH

Contact:
DALE LITTLE 
DRYING FOR PROFIT 

PH? (03) 502351
FAX (03) 50233321
EMAIL: daleadfa@vic.ozlana.net.au
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DRYING FOR PROFIT
By Dale Little - Program Manager

HARVESTING SWINGARM TRELLIS

Christmas is almost upon us and so it is now time for growers to 
start thinking about the upcoming harvest. The weather for the 
2001 harvest period will hopefully be kinder to us than the previous 
two seasons and with any luck we will all enjoy a less eventful 
season.

The result of rain in February 2000

The past two seasons have however shown that there are some 
areas where growers can become better prepared for harvesting, 
particularly for those who trellis dry. Listed below are some Do’s 
and Don’ts that were compiled as part of a Best practices to harvest 
dried grapes on Shaw Swingarm Trellis pamphlet that was released 
following the 2000 harvest.

DO

1. Ensure fruit remains sound for improved trellis drying and 
harvesting. Monitor fruit regularly during the growing season 
to control pest and diseases.

2. Help fruit dry faster by keeping the vineyard floor clean and 
firm (uncultivated), preferably by using knockdown 
chemicals. This will maximise absorption and retention of 
heat by the soil, and minimise reabsorption of moisture by 
the fruit from weeds/vegetation, thus creating better drying 
conditions.

3. Assist speed and ease of vineyard machinery operations 
including the harvester by keeping headland and vineyard 
floor level (avoid deep furrows and high under vine banks).

4. Maximise the efficiency of fruit harvesting by ensuring that 
fruiting wires are taut (one should not be able to deflect them 
excessively by hand).

5. Top replacement canes and skirt fruiting canes by 2nd week 
of February to facilitate fruit drying and harvesting.

6. If possible mechanically pluck leaves from fruiting canes prior 
to summer paining to assist better wetting and even drying. 
This may improve harvesting efficiency and cause less 
adhesion of leaves to dried grapes.

7. Ensure no replacement canes remain hanging over fruit drying 
zone because it hampers the wetting, drying and harvesting
operations. Preferably use a mechanical cutter bar through 
the cutting zone.

8. Cut or reposition drooping replacement canes to keep frui 
drying zone free if summer pruning is done by hand. Ensuri 
there are no uncut fruiting canes. Uncut canes will reduci 
the quality of dried fruit during harvest by contaminating i 
with fresh berries.

9. If spraying drying emulsion, make sure bunches art 
thoroughly covered by the emulsion. This will assist to dn 
fruit evenly, thus improving the harvesting efficiency. If afte 
10 days the middle of the bunches are not drying conside 
reapplication of emulsion at a minimum rate.

10. Avoid poor drying and difficult harvesting conditions b} 
summer pruning before March 8th.

11. Avoid harvesting fruit at or above 16% moisture conten 
because it is prone to damage during harvest. After mid April 
fruit is usually more than 16% and in this case some damage 
and subsequent penalties may have to be tolerated.

12. After harvesting, collect the remaining bunches on the trellis 
depending on economic viability.

DON’TS

1. Do not cultivate vineyard floor (particularly on fruiting side) 
after Christmas until harvest is completed. Loose soils become 
impassable after rains and restrict access of vineyard 
machinery.

2. Do not delay cutting when rain damages fruit. If the fruit is 
at or above 17°Brix and significant numbers of cracked berries 
can be seen, cut as soon as possible to minimise mould 
development.

3. Do not exceed manufacturer’s recommendations regarding 
strength of drying emulsion (read labels on the drum). If the 
solution is stronger than necessary, the quality of fruit will 
deteriorate hence the risk of fruit damage during harvest and 
subsequent processing operations will increase.

DFRDC Radial Head Harvester

Best practices to harvest dried grapes on Shaw Swingarm Trellis 
pamphlet was prepared by Dale Little from Drying for Profit, 
Fred Hancock and Mahabubur Mollah from Agriculture Victoria. 
Copies are available by contacting the ADFA office on 03 
50235174.
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SNOWY RIVER UPDATE

Water for irrigation is our life blood. Irrigation districts have 
enjoyed a 100% availability up to recent times. With the 
im plem entation of the cap, and the possibility of 
restrictions, irrigators are becoming more aware of the extra 
demands on the available irrigation water.

The proposed corporatizing of the Snowy Hydroelectric 
scheme, has resulted in the need to define the amount of 
water to be available to the new body. The greater awareness 
of environmental issues, the substantial down turn in the 
Gippsland area particularly the downsizing in the electricity 
industry resulted in strong lobby groups being formed.

Gippsland people have lobbied hard for their cause, they 
lobbied all political parties and were successful in obtaining 
pledges from the then Victorian opposition.

The claims of only 1% flow in the Snowy are only partly 
correct. Currently the Snowy has 57% of its natural flow to 
the sea. This is made up from the flows of tributaries that 
come in down stream of Jindabyne. The Murray on the 
other hand has extractions equal to 85% of the natural flow 
to the sea.

Following its election the Bracks Government proceeded 
to honour its election promises including restoring a 28%

flow to the Snowy below Jindabyne. The Bracks 
government has now succeeded in gaining an agreement 
with the NSW Carr government. Promises have been made 
that these changes will not affect irrigators. We will have to 
wait and see on this issue.

The real lesson for us is that if we are to protect our water 
rights we have to understand that the demand for water is 
far greater than the supply, we have to justify our claims by 
being smart with water and careful not to damage the 
environment.

The Governments of NSW and Victoria have promised 
significant funds for works to reduce losses in the current 
distribution systems. These losses will not be easily gained. 
While some works will result in a cost per megalitre of less 
than the current trading value, many works will cost 
amounts far greater per megalitre saved than the same 
amount of water on the open market.

It is early days and a careful watch has to be kept on this 
issue.

Lindsay Leake 
Chairman
ADFA Water and Environment Committee.

We offer growers:

T1CULTORAL PROFILES
1 1

rowers: ^
i r

■ A

-fa

■fc

Detailed and Reconnaissance Soil Surveys 
Land Contour Survey Mapping 
Crop Suitability Assessment 
Vine Nutrition and Rootstock Advice 
Soil Moisture Monitoring Advice Ecological Research

Call Ian on 5025 6500 or Jeff on 5024 3223
0419 517 366 0418 995 417
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NO MORE PRAYING AFTER SPRAYING
Alison MacGregor. Riverlink Program Leader, Plant Protection. 

Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, PO Box 905, Mildura 3500

No matter how much growers know about disease and pest 
biology, when it comes to using chemical controls it has 
always come back to crossing your fingers that the spray 
application would work. This may be about to change. Keys 
to that change were outlined at the 2000 Riverlink Grape 
Pest and Disease Review Meeting held at SHC on 23rd 
August.

Speakers from DNRE, SARD!, CS1RO, Orlando Wyndham 
and Food Science Australia described different aspects to 
a research program that aims to give growers the 
information and tools they need to make chemical spraying 
a very precise activity.

1. Bioefficacy trials to determ ine the lethal doses o f  
various chemicals used on grapes (ie how much chemical 
do I  actually need to land on a lea f fo r  the disease or pest 
to be controlled?)

• Before we can improve the precision of spraying, 
we must know exactly how much chemical we 
actually need to land to kill LBAM larvae, or stop 
powdery mildew spores from germinating, or kill an 
existing fungus. The chemical label tells us how 
much chemical to put in the spray tank, but we have 
not, until recently, had any information telling us 
exactly how much had to land on each leaf or bunch 
for effective control. David Riches and Michelle 
Warren of DNRE are determining what doses
of certain chemicals (in mg/cm2) are required to kill 
downy mildew, Botrytis, powdery mildew and 
LBAM.

For you as a grower, lethal dose information is only helpful 
if you can measure the dose you delivered to your canopy.

2. A simple field kit for growers, to test whether the 
spraying actually landed a lethal dose or spray on the 
vine

• CSIRO and DNRE are developing a simple field kit 
so that you can test whether you landed enough (or 
too much) chemical on vine foliage or bunches. Kits 
are being prepared for six different chemicals at the 
moment, with another two planned. The depth of 
colour in a sample (which you will prepare using 
sprayed leaves or bunches) will indicate the dose you 
delivered to the vine. You would know within about 
15 minutes of preparing the sample whether you 
landed a lethal dose on the canopy.

Until the dose kit is available, which will probably be
anothei two years, you still want to know how to estimate
how much sprayed liquid will deliver a lethal dose to the
canopy, le how much water to use per 100 metres of row 
or per hectare. ’
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3. Methods for estimating how much water and chemica 
a whole canopy will require for a lethal dose to b 
delivered

■ Researchers with SARD1 (Geoff Furness), DNRE 
(Alison MacGregor and Christiane Jaeger) and 
Orlando Wyndham (Louise Deed) are looking at 
various ways to estimate the liquid requirements o 
different sized and shaped canopies. A Droplet 
Rating Chart is available for use after spraying vine: 
with a flourescent dye to make visual estimates of 
coverage and dose. Trials last season concluded tha
1) the efficiency of getting spray deposits into a 
canopy depended on the relationship between that 
canopy and the sprayer being used. This meant tha 
the liquid spray volume required to deliver a lethal 
dose was more dependant on the canopy-sprayer 
interaction than on the canopy size.
2) Unit Canopy Row is a useful technique for 
adjusting canopy water requirement as the canopy 
grows.
3) Poor maintenance of equipment has a large role 
in determining how efficiently a sprayer can deliver 
liquid into a canopy, and this in turn alters the liquid 
volume required by that canopy-sprayer 
combination.

4. A different approach is needed to m axim ise the 
amount of chemical retained on bunches compared with 
leaves

■ Bunch trials by Kieran Murphy of Food Science 
Australia are exploring how air can help or hinder 
the retention of spray droplets on bunches depending 
on the speed of the air and the bunch development 
stage.

5. Chemical labels are changing

• Leon Radunz of AvCare provided information on the 
new labelling on chemicals (there will soon only be 
a rate in mL/ 100L, with no rate/hectare 
recommendation). This will cause no drama for 
growers who follow the rate/lOOL and spray till the 
vines are thoroughly wet. Growers who concentrate 
the chemical in low water volumes used to follow 
the rate/ha. These growers will now have to 
determine the concentration of chemical to mix by 
spraying vines until they are thoroughly wet to 
determine the chemical required by that canopy, and 
then mix this amount of chemical into their chosen 
(lower) water volume.

The current research activities in spray application, together 
with new labelling, represent a potentially huge change in 
the precision of spray application. Hopefully soon there 
will be no more praying after spraying.
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DRIED GRAPE APPROVED SUPPLIER PROGRAM

The Australian Dried Fruits Industry has developed its own 
base level quality assurance program called the dried grape 
approved supplier program.

W hy do we need an approved supplier program?
Food safety has been an important topic in recent years as 
lawmakers address their responsibility to the community 
to ensure the food we eat is safe to consume. Deaths and 
serious illness have occurred in Australia from the simple 
everyday acts of eating salami or drinking orange juice. 
Governments in the near future are to introduce a Food 
Safety Code to safeguard against this occurring again. The 
dried grape approved supplier program has been developed 
to meet this Code.

In addition to meeting the industry’s future legal 
responsibilities in regard to food safety, the Australian 
industry is fighting to maintain our position as the supplier 
of world’s best quality dried grapes. This reputation is worth 
a significant price premium for our fruit. This premium 
accounts for the majority of the profit margin Australian 
growers obtain. Without this quality premium, grower 
returns would be comparable to the returns obtained by 
Turkish or Iranian growers. The dried grape approved 
supplier program provides proof to Australian supermarkets 
and German bakers alike that our product has been produced 
with their consumers in mind.

W hy has the industry developed its own program?
The dried grape approved supplier program has been 
developed by industry to:

• Keep the record keeping requirements of the 
program simple. The chemical use diary is the key 
document that must be maintained.

• Keep the training focused and the time spent on 
the course to a mimimum. The half day course is 
much less than those for winegrapes that takes 
several days to complete.

• Keep the cost of the course materials and training 
to an acceptable level and eligible for the Farmbis 
subsidy. The dried grape approved supplier 
program costs a maximum of $330 including GST, 
with up to 75% of this eligible for subsidy.

• Enable audits to be undertaken by processors at no 
direct cost to growers rather than by outside 
auditors charging large fees on an annual basis.

Growers that have already undertaken suitable quality 
assurance training will be able to have this recognised and 
thereby become approved suppliers.

Who can provide training?
The training package has been developed following the 
preparation of a food safety plan based on the production 
processes of six dried grape growers undertaking various 
growing and drying practices. The industry is approving 
training providers to ensure that all providers are using the 
same training package and that they qualify for the Farmbis 
subsidy. Growers have a choice of which approved training 
provider they wish to use. The training courses are being 
co-ordinated by the Drying for Profit Program. Growers 
can register for courses with the training provider directly 
or through Dale Little 03 50235174 / 0407235174.

Those growers that undertake the training will be registered 
at the Dried Grape Quality Centre and will be eligible as 
approved suppliers to any of the industry processors.

W hat about future audits?
Grower audits will be conducted as part of the program 
and will be performed by trained Processor Representatives 
in accordance with the grower audit procedure.

This procedure outlines:
i) The frequency & scheduling of audits.
ii) How the Processor Representatives are to carry out 

the audits (including the audit checklist).
iii) The procedure for corrective action.

Copies of completed grower audits will be forwarded to 
the Dried Fruits Quality Centre and these audits will be 
mutually recognised by all processors.

The dried grape program will recognize grower audits being 
completed by outside or 3rd party auditors to other quality 
systems such as SQF, Freshcare etc. There is no necessity 
for growers who hold such QA certifications to be audited 
again by processors.

Growers are urged to participate in this program to gain 
base level QA certification as approved dried grape 
suppliers. All industry processors are party to this program 
and the industry is aiming to complete the training of 
existing suppliers by the 2002 harvest. The subsidies from 
Farmbis are in place until June 30, 2001 and to take 
advantage of this funding it is recommended growers 
complete the half day course as soon as practicable.

Growers seeking further information can contact their 
processor.
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ADFA USA INDUSTRY TOURS 2000

The tour group commenced their visit in San Franciso moving to 
the Napa Valley, onto Sancramento and to Fresno. Thunder and 
heavy rain were experienced in Fresno which was only 2 weeks 
into the raisin harvest. There wasn’t enough rain to ruin the fruit 
on the vine but concern was over the fruit on trays on the ground. 
It was said that the fruit may need reconditioning, which means 
the embedded sand would need removing, and the moisture in 
the soil would come back up through the paper tray and cause 
mould to grow. The maximum temperature had also dropped to 
the low 80’s (F), which was also slowing the drying process down. 
When drying naturals it is essential that hot, dry conditions 
prevail.

A packed crop of 380,000 tonnes was expected this year and for 
the first time in 5 years a diversion program would be put into 
place next year. The price paid for raisins this year was expected 
to fall below US $800 because of the large reserve that would 
result from this year’s huge crop.

The soil is very sandy and in the process o f turning the fruit 
over during the drying process,the drying fruit can easily he 
covered in sand. Not all fruit is turned on the sheets, correctly 
placed single hunches will dry evenly which corresponds to 
single bunches in a rack drying situation.

Peter Jones’ visit also included 3 days in the Fresno region during 
which time he visited the Raisin Administration Committee 
headquarters and also talked with local growers. Peter 
commented that growers in Fresno were slow to adopt new 
technology as a result of an ample labour supply.

During Peter’s visit the Fresno area experienced heat wave 
conditions and as a result fruit was drying in 7 to 10 days. Fruit 
dried on the ground became so hot that it resulted in a distinct 
caramelized flavour. There is a market for this fruit however it 
is/ not in competition with Australian fruit because of the 
distinctive flavour.

Freshly picked Thomson Seedless. The fruit is laid on paper 
trays, which the Mexican pickers carry with them down the 
row. This year because o f the enormous crop the pickers have 
struggled to complete a row, usually 400 metres is a day. The 
trays are laid at the top o f the slope in the row, which run east 
n est to capture the sun from the south. A paper tray is 
approximately equivalent to an Australian bucket.

Once the fruit on the tray has dried sufficiently and not been 
shriveled by the sun, the trays are rolled or bundled to cure and 
sweat out any blobs. This is a very critical time o f harvest 
because if  the fruit is left too long in the sun it will shrivel up, 
be too dry and have a very strong caramel taste similar to our 
fruit that gets burnt in the dehydrator. Depending on the 
weather this process can take as short as 6 days or as long as 3 
weeks.

Two ADFA Board members recently visited the United States. 
Mr. Peter Jones, Deputy Chairman toured the US A with his family 
on a private visit and Mr. Tony Martin led a group of growers on 
a 14-day visit which departed on August 28.
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DRYING FOR PROFIT

Snail Control in Vineyards 
By Dale Little

Snails continue to be one of the biggest problems that growers 
throughout the Riverland and Sunraysia are faced with each year. 
Snails are one of the major contaminants found in dried grape 
samples today.

Snail contamination of dried grapes can occur by the snails being 
in or on bunches as they are being harvested, or by falling from 
the canopy onto harvested fruit.

In Australia there are three main species of snails found throughout 
most viticulture areas. They are the Common garden snail, White 
Italian snail and the Common white snail.

A snail problem can develop quickly if no control measures are 
used in the vineyard. Research trials noted a small snail population 
developed within two years into a major problem with 2,500 snails 
found on a rack. The time and costs involved in controlling this 
level of contamination are significant and snail control should be 
introduced as part of grower’s normal block management 
practices.

Snails on the Vineyard floor.

For effective control, the life cycle needs to be broken. The white- 
shelled snails are predominately autumn/winter/spring breeders 
that mate and egg lay in response to rainfall. A concentrated baiting 
and cultivation effort after harvest and before mating (late March 
to April) and egg laying has proven to reduce numbers later in the 
year.

Cultivation near budburst can drive snails from weed and cover 
crop growth, into the vines to search for food. Soon after budburst, 
snails can consume buds and young foliage resulting in stunted 
shoot growth, mis-shapen leaves and loss of bunches.

Extended infestation can reduce vine vigour and if present at 
harvest can contaminate the fruit.

Soil management practices have in the past included the removal 
of dense weeds by slashing, herbiciding or cultivation well before 
budburst. Clean cultivation will also assist snail control by 
disrupting egg beds. Snails prefer medic to cereals, so if a cover 
crop is planted, use a cereal instead of a medic if snails are a 
problem in your vineyard.

Baiting has also been a practice that has been widely used in the 
past and in some cases has proven to be very successful.

Generally if snail numbers are high baiting is very effective 
however snails will only take baits during periods of activity which 
generally are during moist conditions.

The procedure for applying baits has been to remove weed and 
plant growth at least 4 weeks prior to budburst. Place small 
quantities of bait around the base of each vine and trellis post. 
Dry lime or Bordeaux slurry banders have also been used with 
some success. A repeat application may also be required in late 
spring or later following rain or irrigation. Baiting in autumn before 
snails lay their eggs is a very effective easy way of reducing the 
snail population.

The problems with using toxic snail baits are that it can be harmful 
to pets and wildlife particularly if applied incorrectly.

Snails can destroy buds

The good news in the fight against snails has been the release of 
a new chemical called Socusil, which has proven to be safe and 
effective in repelling snails. Socusil is a buffered copper silicate 
solution and is non toxic to pets, wildlife, ants and bees.

Socusil is applied as a barrier to prevent snails moving back up 
the vine. It is applied to the butt of the vine as well as posts 
during cool weather preventing snails from entering the vine 
canopy.

Trials on Socusil have shown it has the potential to not only repel 
snails but may also kill them. Socusil is generally applied during 
dormancy and is applied to the trunk, as a strip spray with one 
application lasting for a long period and in some cases it is believed 
that one application per year is adequate.

The main message to growers is to look at how you can manage 
snails in your vineyard. Better soil management may reduce the 
breeding cycle of snails and therefore minimise the damage that 
may occur in your vineyard.

Snail baiting or applying Socusil will certainly restrict snail 
activity, however prevention is always better than the cure.
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INDUSTRY NEWS
Shaw Swingarm Trellis Book Launch

A book titled ‘Shaw Swingarm Trellis -  Maximum Mechanisation 
in Trellis Dried Grape Production’ was launched on November 
9, 2000 at the Dried Fruits Research and Development Council’s 
‘Research Review Meeting’ at the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre.

The book provides information on:
• The background to the development of the Shaw Swingarm 

trellis.
• How to manage the system.
• Trellis components and best practices in installation methods.
• Best practices in vineyard establishment, and a list of 

publications for further reading.

Dr. Prue McMichael, Mr. Ivan Shaw and Dr. Mahabubur 
Mollah at the launch of ‘Shaw Swingarm Trellis*.

The book was edited by Dr Mahabubur Mollah, an Agricultural 
Engineer at the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, Agriculture 
Victoria, Department of Natural Resources and Environment 
(DNRE). Contributing authors include Ivan Shaw, the inventor 
of the system and Dr. Mollah, Fred Hancock and David Braybrook 
from DNRE. The Dried Fruits Research and Development 
Council funded the publication of the book.

The book is available to growers at a cost of SI 6.50 (including 
GST).

Growers should contact the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre (03) 
5051 4500 or the Program Manager, Drying for Profit at the ADFA 
on (03) 5023 5174 for a copy.

Retirement of Mrs. Kath Zanoni

As announced in the June edition of the Dried Fruits News, Kath 
Zanoni, will retire on November 11, 2000. Kath has been with 
the ADFA Shop since April 1, 1974 when it was situated at 27 
Deakin Avenue, Mildura.

Kath was employed on a casual basis at that time mainly assisting 
with packing and making up gift lines. She moved to permanent 
part-time employment on January 1, 1977 and then became 
Manager on June 21, 1978.

Kath worked with many ADFA Board members, branch members 
and staff together with the processors and agents over the 26 years 
and greatly appreciated the assistance and support shown to her 
by all.

The ADFA Board, Branch members and staff acknowledge Kath’s 
enormous contribution to the success of the ADFA Shop and wish 
her and her husband Len every happiness and good health in their 
retirement.

Bread or cake? Today's 
retirement question.

Economic times have changed. Rural Australians that fail to notice this 
could be in for a shock come retirement day.
Traditionally growers have looked to the farm as the retirement fund, 
investing their monies in stock, land, machinery and plant.
At retirement, the next generation would typically take ownership of the 
farm and buy mum and dad a house in town. Add to this a small allowance 
to supplement the government pension, and all mum and dad's needs 
were met.
'Nostalgia' is the best word to describe this type of retirement planning 
today. The reality is that there will be less and less government money to 
hand out. Today there are 5.3 people working to help support one retired 
person. In 20 years time, however, there will only be 3.7 people working 
per retired person.
These statistics are no secret, which is why governments around the 
world arc encouraging citizens to take out superannuation and become 
self sufficient in retirement. Encouragement is in the form of tax 
incentives for superannuation contributions, not to mention the obvious 
disincentive of a retirement spent in poverty.
Most Australian growers are aware of the need to make modern 
investment plans for retirement. Indeed, it is compulsory to make 
superannuation investments on behalf of employees. One impediment 
to growers taking the super step has been a lack of suitability of the 
various super schemes on offer.
Australian Primary Superannuation recognised the unique position of 
Australia's rural income earners and set about identifying their special 
needs.

The company's attention to rural Australia's 
needs has paid off, with Australian Primary 
now the largest super fund for rural and 
regional Australia. It boasts some 165,000 
members and assets exceeding $290 million.
Underpinning the success is a no-fuss set up 
bringing excellent returns. Two packages are
offered; Primary Essentials (the ideal option for employers to use for 
farm employees with minimal paperwork) and Primary Plus, which is 
designed for growers themselves with a suite of extra options available.
And the all-important bottom line? Australian Primary has averaged a 
return on funds of 11.8% since the 1 January 1995. This has been achieved 
during a low inflationary period of just 2.1% pa. With figures like these 
it is not surprising that grower organisations are now publicly endorsing 
Australia Primary's super products as a 'please consider' to their members.
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VINELEAF
STORES

“A Store Near Your Door99
SUPPLIERS OF RURAL MERCHANDISE 

TO HORTICULTURE AND AGRICULTURE

STAFF AT PREMISES ARE AGSAFE ACCREDITED

NORSHIELD
RED COPPER 

COPPER FUNGICIDE FOR:
Vines, Citrus, Almonds

ACTIVE CONSTITUENT: 400g/L COPPER (Cu) present as CUPROUS OXIDE

Axiom Plus
SYSTEMIC FUNGICIDE 

Controls Downy Mildew on Grape Vines
ACTIVE CONSTITUENT: 350g/kg COPPER (Cu) present as copper oxychloride 150g/kg METALAXYL

Division of

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD.
- DRIED FRUIT & CITRUS PACKERS -

S t o r e s  C onveniently  S ituated  T h ro ug h o ut  S u n r a y sia

IRYMPLE MERBEIN
Phone (03) 5024 5704 Phone (03) 5025 2304

Facsimile (03) 5024 6550 Store (03) 5025 2427 Fax (03) 5025 3594

ROBINVALE SARNIA MILDURA COOMEALLA
Phone (03) 5026 3804 Phone (03) 5023 0017 Phone (03) 5027 4606

Facsimile (03) 5026 4425 Facsimile (03) 5021 2649 Facsimile (03) 5027 4254

RED CLIFFS
Phone(03)5024 2102 

Facsimile (03) 5024 2004


