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MARKETING IN GREAT BRITAIN 
~-,--

The System of Distribution 

·.Comments . by Leaders of the Industry 
Spme interesting comments were recently made by Mr. H. D. Howie. After 
expressing satisfaction in having such strong friends in Mr. S. M. Bruce and Mr. 
F. R. McDougall, he said it was gratifying to know that dried fruits had been 
placed on the list of preferred cominodities, and that Great Britain had taken 
over the crop, which would be sold on an f.o.b. basis. The scheme adopted 
would eliminate speculation and there would be price control right through to 
the retailer. It was important, added Mr. Howie, that the standard of the pack 
should be maintained and the differential grades observed with price gradua
tions to the grower for quality. 

Asked to elaborate hiS ·.remarks Mr.· Howie, 
said that he was not able to amplify his state
ment to any ext'ent. On board principles, it 
was known that the British -Government had 
pegged . prices- on- the basis of appraisements 
existing at the outbreak of war, and that there 
was every prospect of making a satisfactory 
arrangement for the 1940 crop. However, 
until that time came, it was beyond the pro
vince of anyone to say on what basis the sale 
of next years fruit would be negotiated. It 
had been somewhat unfortunate that some 
lines, particularly plain sultanas, dropped back 
to the date of acquisition. This had been out
side our control. 

He advised growers to ignore newspaper 
reports on the position unless issued by the 
Export Control Board. He had no advice 
further to that of taking over at the individual 
appraisements and there was nothing to indi
cate any difference for the coming year. The 
British Government had not set out to make 
any profits out of dried fruits. 
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DISTRIBUTION IN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM 

· An indication of the careful husbanding of 
foodstuffs is given in an extract taken {rom a 
trade circular ("Travers'') published in Lon
don. It states that:-

A fair quantity of most kinds of dried fruits 
has been released by the Ministry of Food and 
is now in course of distributon by the trade. · 
Some delay is to be expected in deliveries· from 
the public warehouses owing to the intitial 
rush of orders but in a few days dehvery 
should become fairly normal. (Dated Octo
ber) .. ~ 

At Liverpool the distribution of Govern
ment Control Fruit is somewhat slow, and 
the quantities that have been released to date 
hav-e heen insufficient to supply the: trade with 
anything near approaching their usual quan
tities. It' is hoped, however, that the supplies 
which are expecied will be substantially iii
creased. 

Many lines, of course, such as muscatels and 

-EsTABLISHED 1849 

Locoum figs, will probably disappear from sale 
aS these can be descri~ed a~ uluxurieis" 
. Californian Evaporated Fruits afe ar:fiVirig 
slowly, but supplies of this article should. be 
substantially increased shortly. 

DI$TRIBUTION OF DRIED FRUITS 
in· -circulars addresSed to dealers in dried 

fruits, rhe Miuistry of Food have explained in 
·detail ·_the work of the -scheme for distributing 
thfs.e fruits, of which the Ministry is now the 

·sole importer. Stocks a·re distributed to 
registered dealers on the basis of their past 
trade re·quirements. 

Seconda.'ry wholesalers and retailers must, 
therefore, look for their supplies to the dealer 
from whom, in normal times, they usually 
made their purchases. The first distribution 
of stocks to dealers was set in motion on Sep· 
tember 21, and further deliveries are being 
:tnade from time to time, since it is appreciated 

· that supplies ·are being· eagerly awaited. 

There is one maximum price for. each variety 
of fruit, irrespective of quality oi: country of 
origin. Supplies will he distributed by the 
Ministry to dealers in proportion as they are 

- available, and the responsibiity is laid upon 
dealers to treat their customers fairly by giV'· 
ing e·ach a share of the various qualities. 

The trader who opens up the original pack
ages, whether for ret'ail sale or manufacture, 
must blend his supplies so· that a product of 
fair average quality is available for his cus· 
tomers. In the case of sales to the public, it 
is upon the retailer that: this responsibilitY 
rests. 

The stock of currants in the _United King
dom is at "present somewhat limited, but there 
is no likelihood of sustained shortage 6£ the 
vine fruits generally-sultanas, raisins and 
currants. Supplies of evaporated. £ruts are 
likely~ to vary, and luxury _packages are not 
encouraged. 
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All Districts 
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MAXIMUM PRICES 
The following maximum priceS as at Sep

tember are as follows:-
Shillings Fixed Retail 

per cwt. Price 
Ex W a1 ehouse d. Per pound 

Currants 
Dates 
Apples 
Apricots 
Nectarines 
Peaches 
Pears 

42 6 

Prunes, dried 
Fruit' Salad 
Muscat Raisins 

-Sultanas other than 
manufacturers 

Sultanas, manufac-

35 
70 

105 
63 
63 
70 
56 
70 
56 

56 

turers 43 

10 
15 
9 
9 

10 
8 

10 
8 

8 

This is in line with di:-ied fruit orders of 
September 7 which gave the Food Ministry 
complete disposal of all dried fruit stocks in 
the United Kingdom and shipments subse
quentlY received. Persons holding stocks of 
dried fruit abroad had been required to assure 
the Food Ministry that ownership or control 
'would be transferred to the Ministry if and 
when demanded. 

,. Whilst the above figures are given as an 
item of int'erest, they do not indicate varia
tions for grades. However, the procedure is 
broadly that the Government has not actually 
purchased the fruit, hut has controlled it. 
Payment is made to the Ministry and a per
centage is held pending investigation of cer
tain intermediate adjustments. Unt!l this is 
defined the actual returns from the fruit' can
not be estimated. 

THE AMERICAN POSITION 
Speaking to growers of the Mildura Dried 

Fruits Association, Mr. P. Malloch said that 
the agency of his firm had indicated that pro
gress had been made with the invoicing of 
fruit transferred, and first payments had been 
received from the control committee on ac
count. These were 70% of the value of the 
fruit invoiced, 3 0% being deferred. It had 
been stated that final clearance for the 1939 
crop could be expected early in the new 
year. 

THE 1940 CROP 
With regard to this, a que·stion that is in the 

mins of all growers, Mr. Malloch's com
ments are of particular interest. He stated 
that, for obvious reasons there was little that 
could be said at the moment as to details of the 
negotiations that were being carried out. The 
matter was occupying the Export Board very 
fully. However, apart from this there were 
certain assumptions of the logical steps that 
we might reasonably consider, 

In the :first place it had to be recognised 
that the purchase of fruit would probably be 
on an f.o.b. basis at an average price for cur
rants, sultanas, and lexias, but it should not be 
assumed that fruit for the United Kingdom 
will all have one value. The instance of 
wo0l was indicative of the syste·m wherein the 

f.o.b. average of !01d per lb. had allowed of 
variations from 10d to 40d. There would 
be different values for the various grades of 
fruit shipped. These could be fixed by the 
board arbitrarily, but after proper considera
tion. 

There had been some thought that a blend
ing of grades to enable ant: average· price would 
eventuate, but this was impossible, added Mr. 
Malloch, as fruit could not be held in sweat 
boxes to do this, nor would it be economically 
or physically possible to re-blend after packing 
in 56's. He was of the same opinion as Mr. 
Howie in regard to the nec.essity for the main
tainence of grades in the appropriate differen
tials. It might be necessary to ship to Lon
don in each steamer, as nearly as could be 
done, a percentage of each grade proport10nate 
to the calculated percentage that would ulti
mately be sent to the United Kingdom. This 
would mean that the Control Committee in 
London would distribute to wholesaler.s, from 
landed stocks, a fair percentage of each of the 
grades of fruit which would be available· to 
them throughout the season. 

A RESPONSIBLE TASK 
It will be noted that this general statement 

on marketing in the United Kingdom lacks 
one important feature-a statement by the 
Export Control Board. We would like this, 
but for obvious reasons, can appreciate that, 
whilst a business arrangement is being nego
tiated, involving over one and a half million 
pounds it is somewhat previous to expect de
tails. 

Sufficient is it to rest content with the ges
ture expressed at the several State conferences 
of grOwers' representatives, that the board had 
the confidence of the industry in its big job 
of watching the position-shipping, adjust
ments, and particularly the changing situation 
in other markets. 

The experience gained from the develop
ment of the wool and wheat arrangements has 
been valuable. In this regard the contact 
with Mr. A. F. Bell, who, previous to accept
ing the position of chairman of the Central 
Wool Committee, was acting chairman of the 
Export Control Board, is extremely valuable 
to this industry. 

There has been a slight firming of certain 
tree fruit in California, possibly following a 
report from the Agricultural Attache to the 
effect that the British Ministry of Food has 
announced changes in the maximum whole
sale prices. These show, over warehouses 
maximums allowed in September of (using the 
same exchange equivalent) approxmately !d 
a pound higher on peaches, nectarines, and 
currants, and slightly more than a farthing a 
pound on prunes. 

This is of interest in regard to currants. 
Regarding the other fruits mentioned, we have 
none available, and, from indications for 
1940, it would appear that there will be little" 
or no export in prunes or apricots. 

Love is blind. Does this account for the 
reason -why so many of us secure it? 

,4LLIS·CH~LMERS 
WORLD'S LOWEST PRICED FARM TRACTOR! 

THE NEW ALLIS CHALMERS MODEL "B" ... The model "B" 
is a real farm tractor ... pulls two or three furrow plough up to 
four miles an hour ... cultivates at twice the speed of horses ... 
handles general beltwork easily. 
Come in today and let us show you how this history-making new 
tractor and Quick-Hitch Implements will replace your horses .. ·. 
at far less cost. This is your way to better living, better farming, 
and more profit. On Rubber, £209/10/- f.o.b. Melb. 

Local SVD MILLS MOTORS A. G. DUNOON 
Agents: Mildura Swan Hill 

LEVIES REDUCED 

Economy Order of the Day 
The general redU;ction in levies on the 193~ 

crop is in keeping with the needs of the in
dustry, partiCularly in view of the extremely 
difficult year that -growers have experienc~d. 
The 1939 crop of :ij1proX1mately 72,000 tons 
of vine fruits, though in the vicinity of the 
average for- the five years period, has been an 
extremely costly one to produce. 

The heavy costs involved in the additional 
h'i!ndling anQ. loss in grade, together with the 
losses this year from frost and hail, with some 
commercial loss from black spot, make a dif
ficult position for a great many growers. 

Thrift is the order of the day in the indus
try, rising costs, the uncertainty of the future, 
added to the recent troubles, make this obliga
tory if an exceedingly difficult situation is to 
be successfully overcome. 

REDUCTION WELCOME 
The Export Control Board reduction in the 

levy for the 1939 season, to the extent of 5/ 
per ton on sultanas and lex.ias, and 2/6 on 
currants, leaving the levies at 10/- for sul
tanas and lexias, and 7/6' on currants, is an 
important one. While no reason for the re
duction is set out in the report, it can be as
sumed that the board is following a policy oJ: 
using reserves set aside to meet such a condi
tion. 

The reduction in State Board levies to 4/3, 
thought' slight, are welcome, and having re
gard to the re-organisation of the mdustry, 
might he anticipated to be more or less per
manent. 

The ability of the A.D.F.A., in a busy year, 
to come close to functioning on the 1/6 per 
ton that goes to head office account, is satis
factory. However, tts reserves are danger
ously low on account o± the share it had in 
the cost of the stabilisation plan, and these 
have to be partly built up from the 1940 crop. 

The total saving for growers might be· esti
mate to approach £20,000. 

Victorian State Board 
Elections 

RETJ:RING MEMBERS .ELECTED 
UNOPPOSED 

We have received official notice that the 
following have been re-elected without oppo
sition:-

For the area comprised by the municipal 
districts of the Shire of Mildura and the City 
of Mildura: Messrs. H. V. Davey, A. Rawlings 
and S. R. Mansell. 

For the area comprised by the municipal 
districts of the Shires of Swan Hill and Ker
ang: Mr. D. A. Cockroft. 

For other parts of Victoria: Mr. D. E. Barry 
Wood, Tongala. 
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TREE FRUITS GRADES 
Many Difficulties Concerning Prunes 

An Interesting Discussion 
The discussion on the many problems associated with tree fruits calls for the 
assistance of those membe.rs of federal Council particularly versed in the 
matter. Having regard to this, the following were appointed to a special 
committee to examine details of seyeral motions, and report to the full confer
ence. These were: Messrs. Steele, :Chapman, Seary, Jemison, Victorsen, Jones, 
Newton, Haynes, Howie and Barry-Wood. 

With! regard to tree fruit grades other than prunes, it was decided that the re
commendation of the committee, "That the Board of Management approach 
the Department of Commerce with the object of having the pack of tree fruits 
other than prunes, divided into two classifications instead of three as at pre
sent, the object being to provide for approximately ten to 1•5 per cent. of pack 
to fall in the highest class," be accepted. 

Dealing with prunes the committee re
ported: "That an over and under adjustment 
of prunes is desirable, and is in accord with 
A.D.F .~. principles. The committee also 
recognise that there are· many difficulties to be 
overcome to ensure that equity is attained. 
The committee recommend that the secretary 
be instructed to obtain the figures relaung to 
the 193 S crop, so that a pro forma under and 
over adjustment can be taken out to ascertain 
on what basis an adjustment can be recom
mended for future years." 

DOOR GRADES 
In the discussion on the many difficulties 

concerning prunes, it wa:J indicated that the 
matter of grading called for considerable im
provement. It was doubtful whether the 
average inspector was fully conversant with the 
specialised methods of preparation, particularly 
in connection with prunes in tins. Mr. 
Steele said that they were not seeking door 
classification, but were alarme·d at the dis
crepancy in the grades between packing houses 
in different parts of one State. One inspector 
classified .as ~·standard" what another con
sidered was ••choice." 

Mr. Chapman (Angaston): We thought 
that a way of arriving at standardisation 
would be by fixing samples as we do in other 
fruits. At present, under cert'ain inspectors, 
some packers were able to pack some fruit 
higher than others. Mr. Steele replied that 
it was a matter of bringing the inspectors to
gether. There was no objection to the dele
tion of the words .. packing house door grades'' 
from the report. 

SMALL PRUNES 
This contentious question occupied some 

time. It is an important matter of the 
policy, not only of the Associat'ion aspect of 
marketing disturbance that might occur but 
one that concerns State Board regulations, 
which, last year, were amended to prohibit the 
packing of prunes over 120 t'o the lb. This 
was suspended in view of the unfortunate sea
son. 

For the interest of prune growers we set out 
the main points of the discussion. Mr. Hud
son said he was aSked to oppose any motion to 
bring back .. small prunes," but Mr. Steele has 
since broken down his oppositiop.. There 
is .a strong feeling in my district, add
ed Mr. Hudson, that if small prunes 
are brought back, there will be no hope 
of exporting 130's and over, and they will take 
the place of good prunes on the Australian 
market. Three years ago reque·sts were made 
that small prunes be eliminated ;from the 
pack. Regulations were ready to be brought 
in last' year, but owing to the shortage of the 
c.r.:op these small prunes were allowed in, and 
there was a ready sale for them. 

Several growers have told me that this mat
ter threatens to disrupt the prune union. 
They say that if prunes are produced in dis
trict's where they cannot grow to a certain 
size they should- be pulled out. Some years 
ago we were to:ld that if we were having 
trouble with our berry fruits, it was because 
they were in unsuitable areas, and it was our 
bad luck. I would like to know from the 
prune people if they will be able to sell the 
small prunes, and if the small prunes will push 
the 60-70's off the Australian market. 

Mr. Victorsen: What position would we in 
South Australia have been in if we had not 
be·en allowed to dispose of the small prunes. 
Every grower is doing his best to grow big 
prunes, because they are worth more. This 
year the prunes were small because of the 
drought. You cannot, in such .a case, go 
round to the growers and tell them that they 
are on unsuitable property. 

The storekeeper will tell you that the de
mand is for 100-120 prunes, and even for big 
quantities above that. Are you going to tell 
growers that they are producing prunes that 
people want, but are gomg to be· knocked out 
because growers in the irrigation areas can 
grow them bigger? I would sooner have a 
plate of 120-140's, of good, mature, small 
prune-s than one of 3 0-40's. London seems 
to look for size. The Sugar Prune is a tre
mendous prune - not in the same class as 
D'Agen, Splendor, or Rob£-but we get a bet
ter price for it in Londcn than for any of 
the others. 

Mr. Jones: Surely the f.:.ct that, in the very 
first year in which the proposed regulations to 
eliminat'e small prunes were to be adopted, 
they had to be cancelled, shows their danger
ous nature. In 1938 we sold 5000 cases of 
small prunes in tins within three weeks. A 
small prune, above 140, is nicer to eat than a 
l;,t of rough, bid flavored prunes of 3 0-40 or 
40-50 size. 

Would ·you agree to a resolution that plain 
sultanas be not accepted as sultanas in order 
to red_uce the quantity for export? If the 
weather is unfavorable and small prunes are 
produced, the grower is entitled to some re
ward for his labor if we can sell them. 

Mr. Gordon: Growers in the rainfall area 
have improved their--production, and we would 
not like t'o see anything eliminated if there 
was a market for it. We are finding out 
from the grOcers and the womenfolk that this 
is a saleable line. They fill a need, like small 
oranges. Althoug~ some growers aSked for 
_the elimination of small prunes, that was before 
the improvement in handling prunes. We 
have to thank Mr. Steele's colleagues for that. 

Mr. Wilkin: When the agitation for the 
elimination of small prunes began, prunes 
were selling in 2 8 lb. boxes. Since then, im-

proved processing and tinning have altered the 
outlook for small prunes. Mr. Hudson is 
worrying about their effect on the export of 
the higher grades. When the small prunes 
were put in tins it opened a wider :field of sale 
in Australia, and they are now selling in areas 
where we could not sell 3 0-40's. In fact, the 
small prune in tins is increasing the demand 
and making more money for the grower. 

Mr. Steele: One firm in Sydney, with stores 
in industrial centres, will not' take large 
prunes when the small prunes are not avail
able. Another chain store will not take any
thing but smalls. Prune; up to 13 5 a lb. dry 
will now go into a 7 lb. can classed as 120's. 

Mr. Winterbottom: Sale·s of Association 
prunes in the last six years, beginning with 
1933, were 1008, 1125, 1404, 1593, 1774, and 
1834 tons. That means that our sales have 
risen by more than 8 0 per cent. since we 
started. I was afraid this year that permis
sion was to be given to in1port prunes. Small 
prunes saved that position. Previous experi
ence has shown that if importation had been 
allowed there would have been trouble for 
some months. 

Mr. Rawlings: We have now a better argu
ment for the retention of the small prune than 
the wonderful case we put up why small 
prunes should go off the market. We were 
then 100% for it. 

The Chairman: I support Mr. Rawlings. It 
was said that the elimination of the small 
prune was the only way to save the industry, 
and we advised our secretary to draw up regu
lations to eliminate them from the pack. For
tunately for the industry and the boards that 
fact has not been made public. Now the 
boards are faced with the necessity of deleting 
the regulations, as the industry says that it 
does not want them. 

Mr. Jones: The Association Tree Fruit 
Committee never recommended the deletton of 
smalls. When the recommendation came 
from the Victorian growers, both Mr. Wilkin 
and I strongly opposed it. The growers, 
however, wanted it. 

The Chairman: It was the K yabram growers 
who brought the matter to a head. In New 
South Wales we imported samples of prune pro
ducts of all kinds from America, and these 
were examined by all delegates at a conference 
held in Sydney. It was then decided that a 
very determined e:ffort should be made to divert 
small prunes to other uses. It is just as well 
that we did not' meet with any success, or we 
would now be faced wjth the proble·m of 
prunes in unsuitable areas. 

The report was adopted 

DRIED FRUITS QUOTAS 
The Consultative Committee of State Dried 

Fruits Boards at a recent meeting advised the 
adoption by each producing State of the fol
lowing home consumption quotas for the year 
1939:-

Dried currants, 16 per cent.; drie·d sultanas, 
22 per cent.; dried lexias, 51.5 per cent.; dried 
prunes, 100 per cent.; dried peaches, 70 per 
cent.; dried apricots, 77.5 per cent.; dried 
nectarines, 75 per cent.; dried pe·ars, 63 per 
cent. 

The. new South Wales Dried Fruits Board 
has made a recommendation to the Minister 
for Agriculture that quotas be promulgated 
accordingly. Similar recommendations have 
been made in the other pro4_ucing St'ates. 

There was no exportable surplus of prunes 
this year, the crop, with the carry-over for 
193 8, being sufficient for Australian require
ments only. 

The opening· home consumption quotas for 
1940 will, it is expected, be announced early 
in the year. 
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THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ASSOCIATION 
Annual Report by the Board 

Dried Fruits Included • 
lll Essential Foodstuff 

In submitting the annual report of the Board of Management to the Federal 
Council of the Association, the Chairman, Mr. H. D. Howie, said that it was re

. gretted that the conference met this year under a shadow cast by. war, wherein 
Austral:a, together with all the members of the British Empire and its Allies, is 
again at war with Germany. 

In 1914, when the last war broke out, our industry was comparatively small, 
and the quantity of fruit for export was only a matter of two or three thousand 
tons. This quantity did not present any great problem, but now that our 
annual production could reach 98,000 tons, involving up to 80,000· tons for 
disposal to our export markets. in Great Britain, Canada and New Zealand, the 
outbreak of war causes a very serious problem. 

Co?i:inuitig ius l:'eport Mr. Howie said: 
Fortunately .for .us all, the marketing of our 

expor.t production ·has been arranged by the 
Commonwealth Government, through the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruit's Control Board, in 
conju&tio~ with _the British Government and 
your Bg,ard is.of the opinion that it is only in 
this waY that the 1940 crop could be disposed 
of. The fact that dried fruit has been de
dared :all ~ssential foodstuff, is of great im
portance to oUr iridllsqy. 

'The _l~me~ted- death of our esteemed chair
Il}~~ (Mt:-.. -:,6.rth:ur:-L. Johnstone) when return
ing ha:me-_- from the .last council meeting, re
m.oved .a.-~an who fo.r. many years had -been 
One. of the stalwarts Of this association and one 
who gav~ g~e~t service to the Australian Dried 
-fruits inAUstry __ almost from its inception. 
Your Board Wish to pla~e on record their ap

: p;e~iatiqn,-'Of rthe .. valuable services rendered by 
:the laf~_.:W.·~ Johnstone._, 

Your}_,Bpard-.·-,al.so regrets having to record 
the·d-eath·:-oLMt. M. Young, a member of this 
Council -fOJt many_ years. 

FROST DAMAGE 
. It i~ ffiu-~h ~o b~· reg-retted that frosts have 
occurr~d. i:U, se.Y_eral districts which will affect 
the. 19.40 C~Op, p_a~tic'~iady in South Australian 

-_river and _non-irrigjl.ted areas. Our sympathy 
. is extended to the individUal sufferers. 

THE SEASON 
The 1939 season produced about 76,000 

tons of all varieties of dried fruits, against the 
193 8 season's record tonnage of 98.,000 tons. 

1The season to the end of Decemb'er had 
followed 1Wf'1n<Pl comlitions, but the first 
half of January came in with the most 
prolonged heat-waVe ever experienced 
along the river, and tbis was followed by 
a disastroUs_ rain of overr three inches on. 
February 2 5, which with further rains rmd 
muggy weather, caused serious losses of 
tonnage and grade in the sultana crop. 
Currants fortunately were picked before 
the rain fill. The extreme heat and 
drought conditions caused conside.rable 
loss in the non~irrigated districts and the 
p1'u1le crop was extremely ligbt. 

SULTANAS 
The production for the season was 41,081 

tons,-· against 62,625 tons the previous year. 
The -growing season to the end of December 
was all that could be desired, and from then 
on the conditions were probably the worst ever 
faced ~y growers. 

The first 14 days of January constituted the· 
longest and most severe heat-wive ever experi
enced· on the river, the temperatures ranging 
from 101 deg. to 120 deg. This caused losses 
cwhere"Vines were short of water, but On the 
whole, ·the better methods of irrigation adopted 
in recent years showed to advantage, and con
sidering .-the extreme temperatures, it was re

. .t;narkable that the crop came- through as well 
·as 1t did. 

Those gTowers who adopted early pick
ing produced some good quality sultanas, 
but one feature of the crop was the small 
size of the berries. 1There ··was very little 
hold fruit produced, evidently the result 
of the brut-wave. 
The heavy rain on Februaty 25 was wide

spread and caused enormouS damage in Vic
toria and New South Wales, but not quit'e so 
serious in South Australia. The percentage of 
the pack in plain grade has never before been 
approached in the history of the industry, and 
we sinCerely hope it will never happen again, 
as this grade of fruit means a lower return 
to the grower, in addition to greatly increased 
cost of both harvesting and- in dehydration and 
processing costs. 

One of the features of the season's market
ing were the excellent sales of 1-crown and 
2-crown to Canada and New Ze·aland, and 
sales in the Commonwealth made a very early 
clean ~lp of these grades. 

The United Kingdom sales were slow, owing 
to the considerable tonnage of 1938 sultanas 
available. On the outbreak of war the British 
Government J;"equisitioned all stocks in ware
hoUse and· on ·the wate'r, and this combined 
with the excellent sales to other markets has 

: eD.sured the clearance of the 1939 crop. 
The big problem of the season was the ap

. pfoximate quantity of 10,000. tons of plain 
gl:ade sultanas, and i:t is_ very gratifying to 
know that disposal has been effected. 

CURRANTS 
The season~s production o£ 23,932 tons was 

a record crop, and the quality generally was 
good-the best since 19 3 5, and it was cer
tainly a pleasure to see a good sample uf cur
rants. again. 

The United Kingdom quota of the crop was 
over 70 per cent. ahd this has all been sold 
at prices showing a slight increase on the pre
vious season . 

One not'able feature was a crop of 3151 
tons produced in Western Australia. This 
shows an increase of about 1000 tons on the 
previous best crop. Owing to the dry season 
and extreme heat in January, there was some 
loss of crop in non-irrigated areas. 

LEXIAS 
This crop :was considerably short of the ton

nage of the ·previous year, being 7473 tons, 
against 8329 tons in 1938. The extreme heat 
of January and the rain in February both 
caused loss of crOp. 

The fruit has sold freely once again, and the 
complete clearance of the crop is in sight. It 
is interesting to record that the lexias from this 
crop were generally smaller in size than usual. 
This again must be attributed to the extreme 
heat. 

MARKETING 
I~ May last a considerable tonnage of 1938 

season's sultanas remained unsold in the United 
Kingdom and it is pleasing to record. that the 
whole of this ~arryover was disposed-. ()f at 
slightly enhanced prices, affording .an excellent 
clean-up of the 1938 record crop. · 

So.-far as the 1939 crop is concerned, 
inc,1·eased sales have been made in Canada 
ami New Zealand and the Commonwealth 
.market also promises to take increased 
quantities, illS compared to last year. The 
position can be summarised by saying that 
the whole crop of all varieties of fruit has 

, been practically sold, mzd we approach the 
· coming season with clear decks. 

STABILISATION 
'This year again demonstrated the value of 

the plan so successfully carried through last 
year. Some additional work was carried out 
which further ·consolidated the position. 

DRIED FRUIT FOR DISTILLATION 
Certain sections of the· wine trade made re

presentations to the Minister to stop the use of 
dried fruit for the production of spirit for for
tifying wine exported under bounty. Your 
Board made very strong representations on the 
question and m"aintained the right of dried 
fruit to be used for this purpose, but unfortu
nately the Minister ruled against our industry, 
and in consequen~e there was no distillery 
market available for bounty eligible fruit 

Further enquiries were made regarding the 
pOssibility of manufacturing power alcohol 
fr'om sub-type dried fruit, but it appears there 
is no prospect of making a commercial success 
of such an undertaking, unless the present 
recognised power producing oils increase very 
considerably in price. 

At a conference held in Adelaide· ·betWeen 
representatives of the South Australian Wine 
Makers, the ·Grape Growers' Association and 
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this Association, decisions were arrived at, 
which if put into effect would have obviated 
the disturbing factor of any large quantity of 
dried fruit being offered to distillers for the 
manufacture of cheap spirit. 

It is regretted that the Federal Viticultural 
Council did not see -fit to support these pro
posals, and decided to ask the Federal Minister 
to totally prohibit the usc of dried fruits for 
distillation. It is understood that represen
tations have been made to the State Govern
ments, asking for legislation prohibiting the 
use of' dried fruits for distillation, and strong 
exCeption is taken by this Associa tiou to such 
pr?posals. · 

Producers_ of currants, who a:re already 
suffering from· a; period of low prices, 
would be further adv<m"sely affected by 
tbe prohibition of the use of rrbuck" cur
rmi.ts for -distillation. These currants 
contain tbe seed pips and are prohibited 
from sale as ~rc-ttrrants," but as their 
sUgar-content is high, they matk.e excellent 

. materia,J for distillation and considerable 
q'lt<Yn:tit'ies are being ship,ped to Great Bri
taiJZ forr this pm·pose It appears anomal
ous for the producing country not to al
low a similar use. 

MARKETING IN NEW ZEALAND 
The chairman of the board visited New 

Zealand during the year, to e·nquire into the 
effect of proposals that the processing of 
p.t;unes .and apricots should be carried out in 
New Zealand,_ instead of Australia. 

The question of prunes does not affect us, as 
we do not enjoy preference on prunes in New 
Zealand. With apricots it may mean that we 
shall- .have to supply our fruit unprocessed, in 
sacks. 

CURRANT BOUNTY 
Further efforts were made to secure a bounty 

on curr.ants, but it is regretted our representa
tions w.ere unsuccessful. 

COSTS 
Under the influence of the war, the costs of 

maD.y of the commodities necessary for the 
production of dried fruit will rise, and if the 
war lasts for any considerable period, supplies 
of certain materials will be difficult to obtain, 
therefore, it may become necessary to change 
some. of the methods adopted during the past 
few years. For the coming season, most of 
the supplies of harvesting and packing 
materials have been secured, at around normal 
prices, but any future purchases must be at 
increased rates, owing to the increases in ship
ping freight and war risk insurances. 

ARBITRATION COURT 
In May last the industry appeared before the 

Commonwealth Arbitration Court, answering 
application by ·the A.W.U. for a new award. 
The evidence-has been completed and Mr. Jus
tice O'Mara's .award has now been given, the 
result of which will be to increase the cost 
of labor in the industry. 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

Station 5RM 
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Fruit Growers. 

Wave Length, 353 Metres. 
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Regist'd. Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaide. 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berri, S.A. 

Conference on Classing 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board Meet 

at Mildura 

Helpful Discussions : Improvements Expected 
In pursuance of its policy of calling together the various interests in the dried 
fruits industry towards the close of each season, the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board arranged a meeting at theA.D.F.A. offices at Mildura on October 17, 
with representatives of growers, packers, officers of the Commerce Department 
and members of the Classers' and Typers' Association, to discuss with them the 
past season's operations and consider any improvements which might be ef
fected in the classing, inspecting and handling of dried fruits in the light of 
experience gained. 

The meeting was thoroughly representative 
of the interests concerned. )bose present' 
Were.-Victorian Dried Fruits Board: Messrs. 
Parker Moloney (chairman), F. M. Read, D. 
E. Barry Wood, A. Rawlings, D. A. Cockroft, 
H. V. Davey and S. R. Mansell. Department 
of Commerce: Messrs. F. H. Colby, C. H. 
Plummer, C. G. Ralph, K. B. Hocking, A. 
McQueen, F. R. Gamin, J. F. Box, A. Baillie. 
An apology was received from Mr Allen, who 
was absent from Victoria. 

Growers' representatives.-Mildura: Messrs. 
E. J. Casey, E. J. Roberts, S. G. Cutler. Mer
bein: Messrs. A. J, Chislett', J. W. Jamieson, 
G. J. Hyndman. Red Cliffs: Messrs. A. Pop
pletort, A. Wake, A. MacKinn-on, J. H. Gor
don. Mid-Murray Valley: Mr. H. H. Good
mail. 

Packers' represent'atives.-Mildura District: 
Mes~;rs. Winterbottom, L. J. Cleary, H. ·s. Cor
bould. Nyah: Mr. K. McAlpine. 

Mildura Classers' and Typers' Association: 
Messrs. C. Ley, E. Pasque. A number of visi
tors, including Messrs. Hammet and Hazel, of 
the Red Cliffs executive1 was also present. 

The chairman (Mr. Parker Moloney), in 
opening the conference pointed out that the 
meeting was the second of its kind held since 
the Board had inaugurated the system of ap
pointing graders .to check the classing of fruit 
at the packing house doors-a system which 
had ·been sought by the growers for many 
years. 

He believed the system had the approval of 
the great majority of growers, and his Bo~d 
was anxious to hear the viewpoint of . all the 
interests concerned on this and other matters, 
so that effect might be given to any sugges
tions calculated to be for the well-being of 
the industry. 

The following items on the agenda were 
de·alt ·with seriatim:-

SUPER VISORS AND GRADERS 
Items -1 and 2 related to- obtaining uniform 

classing' throughout the district and changing 
supervis_ors .and graders. Both were combined 
in the discussign. 

Merbein representatives stated· that fruit 
from Merhein was at times taken to other dis
tricts, notably Mildura and Irymple, where in
spection was stated ·to be less stringent. After 
a lengthy discussion, during which stress was 
laid on the fact that the abnormal season had 
been largely responsible for many apparent in
consistencies, it was generally agreed that the 
position might be imptoved 'by the periodic 
changing of supervisors from district to dis
trict. 

FITNESS OF FRUIT 

ItemS 3 and 4 referred t'o the fitness of fruit 
tO enter a packing house, and a discussion 
arose as to who should decide in case of a -dis
pute as to whether certain fruit was fit to be 

admitted, and also as to whether it required 
dehydration. Instances were quoted where a 
difference of opinion had arisen between the 
grader and the inspector behind the machine. 
It was pointed out that the verdict of the 
grader as the senior officer was final in such 
matters. 

DEHYDRATING FACILITIES 
Under it'ems 5 and 6, consideration was 

given to the question of whether sufficient de
hydrating facilities and storage accommodation 
existed at packing houses. It was stated that 
certain packing houses, such as at' Red Cliffs, 
were providing increased facilities for dehydra
tion purposes and the consensus of opinion was 
that nor.tp.ally facilities for dehydration and 
storage accommod<J,tion were adequate. Infor
mation was also sought as to whether pre
riddling could be done at Mildura away from 
the actual packing operations such as prevailed 
at Wooriren. On this question, opinion 
seemed to be equally divic.ted. It was stated by 
the inspection staff that such an innovation 
would be beneficial to the growers, while pack
ing house representatives pointed out that its 
introduction would add to the cost of handling 
the fruit. 

SUN SHELTERS 

Under another item·, the question arose as 
to wh~ther sufficient provision was made for 
effective_ sun shelters over the doors of packing 
houses. Certain inspectors claimed that, in 
some cases- the shelters were not effective, es
pecially where hessian was used. Packers' re
presentatives generally admitted the unport
ance of the matter and indicated that im
proved shelter facilities w~uld be provided for 
next season. 

MARKING SWEAT BOXES 

The advisability of inarking top and bottom 
sweat boxes in chalk fOr each grade in addition 
to the identity cardS placed in the type box 
was also discussed, and it was agreed that the 
system should be genetally adopted, as was 
being done at the Milduta Co:-operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd., Mer'bein, where it ·was c~aimed that, 
as a result, the identity of the fruit waS_ neirer 
lost before being packed~ 

MAINTAINING GRADES 

On the advisability, or otherWise, Of main
taining the sallie gradeS· -year by year, the con
sensus of opinion was that it would be diffi
cult to hold samples from year to year, owing 
co their rapid change in color and condition. 

VOTE OF THANKS 

Mr. Cleary, in ·moving a vote of thanks to 
the chairman and the Board, expressed the ap
preciation of those invited to the conference 
and said the discussions had been of much 
value, and would form a basis for the work of 
the coming season: 



6 THE AUs;TRALIAN DRIED FRUITS N.EWS, DECEMBER !8, 19l9. 

Victorian Water Rates 
Deputation to the Minister 

Altered System of Payment Suggested 
The vexed question of the dates on which water rates should be paid to the 
Commission has been the concern of Victorian growers for some considerable 
time. A case for some alteration in the system was to have been put to the 
Premier during a proposed visit to the Mildura district. This visit, however, 
was cancelled, but an opportunity was taken during the Federal Council period, 
to meet the Minister of Water Supply, the Hon. F. E. Old. The deputation was 
introd\.iced by the Hon. Sir George Goudie, as representative of the North West 
Province, and was attended by Messrs. A. Rawlings, W. Cavendish, ]. H. Gor
don and G. ]. Hyndman, accompanied by Mr. F. Weatherburn, who was dele
gated on behalf of the Mildura District Packers' Association, in support of the 
case placed before the Minister. 

The salient features of the case seeking an 
alteration to .a basis are: Payment of half the 
rate on May 15 free of interest, and the bal
ance in two quarter payments, the first in 
August 15 and the second in November 15, 
with intere·st commencing at May 15. An 
arrangement whe:i-eby arrears of water rates 
from previous years were to be liquidated free 
of pe·nalty interest. 

It was pointed out that the present system 
under which payment is required in full on 
May 15 involves hardship to a very large num
ber of growers who are not abie to meet the 
payment in full at that period and have to pay 
six months back interest on the unpaid balance. 
This was .at a time when growers had reached 
the maximum of their production outlay and 
when practically none of the new crop had 
been sold. 

There was a precedent in the new Act in 
relation to closer settlement, where the pay
ment of the insta1ments on land and improve
ments were fixed quarterly, half-yearly or 
yearly, according to the requirements of the 
particular industry involved, and it was con
sidered that the Water Act could be so altered 
to meet the positon of water users. 

The Water Commission had already admit
ted the necessity for an arrangement of pay
ment by instalments by entering into an 
undertaking for this form of payment by 
many growers; however, the matter of penalty 
interest was involved and it was asked that it 
be minimised. 

;£'he matter of lhe insistence on the 
payment of arrean of penalty interest
recommended for cancella-tion by thC 
Royal Cmnmission--was of serious con
cern to many grow'Crs, P'articularly those 
who, in the periods 1929-1936 had suf
fered heavy losses. Many who had been 
under lien to the Settlement Commission 
had been in the positicn of not having 
their water rates paid in full by this body 
and had been charged penalty interest by 
the other 'Gwernment authority. The 
ruling that where a grower was considered 
to have a 2 5% equity in his holding he 
should get 120 alleviation' in regard to 
. arrears of water rates, had worked harshly 
in many cases. 

INTERVIEW WITH PREMIER 
In an informal discussion with the Premier, 

which took the place ·of the cancelled inter
view, the above points were briefly stated. 
The main purpose of the case· to the Premier 
was the effect on the State of any change in 
system of payments by p<>.cking houses on be
half of growe-rs, th'" effect on packing house 
accommodation to the industry, and the ser
vice that was being afforded by packers to 
the authority and the State. 

Mr. Wetherburn outlined 'the features of the 

pos1tion in detail. He stated that demand 
for payment in full at a time when the com
plete service had not been affected was harsh, 
and came at a period when the packing houses 
were involved in maximum production ad
vances at a stage when no returns were to 
hand. That packers who had carried many 
growers for the full year's costs were asked to 
stand .aside whilst one creditor collected in 
full. After dealing with details of this fea
ture, and how it was of concern to business 
interests generally that carried growers over 
the peak periods of costs, he suggested to the 
Premier that the packing houses, by the ar
rangement' to guarantee payments over a 
period-and pay in large sums at a time, were 
virtually giving a collection service free that 
was saving the authority a considerable amount 
of work and probably some bad debts. 

He felt that this service would more than 
offset' any slight apparent loss from the waiv
ing of penalty interest suggested by the 
growers. 

Mr. Rawlings, in thanking the Premier for 
the gesture in meeting the growers at such 
short notice, said that it' was .appreciated that 
there were losses on water supply. These 
were not necessarily a complete loss to the 
State having regard to the value of closer set
tlement'. 

He poin.ted out that the dried fruits 
industry paid its rates and was an enor
mous asset to the State, and felt that the 
Government could rest assured that, werre 
the system altered, the full influence of 
growers and that of the paeking houses 
would be used to ensure that the gesture 
would be met in like manner and would 
not be exploited. 
Mr. Wetherburn added that he had the 

authority of the Mildura Packers Association 
to say that tl}e essential change as proposed 
would have the fuii co-operation of his asso
ciation,- and in ·view of its close contact with 
growers and their executives he could assure 
the Premier that a better understanding would 
result from the meeting of the requirements 
put forward by growers. 

Mr. Dunstan, after dealing in detail with 
the features of the request, stated that he was 
impressed with the business proposition ptit by 
those who had addressed him. He w.as sym
pathetic to the case and would closely study 
the position. 

Historic Lines 
That white centre· line in the road which 

motorists have considered a modern innovation 
for the'ir safety was used 3 00 to 400 years ago 
on a highway between Mexico City and Cuer
navaca, Mexico, according to Alexander L. II. 
Darragh. of Chicago, whO visited ·Boston this 
week. 

VICTORIAN STATE 
BOARD 

Mr. Parker Moloney 
Appointed For Further 

Three Years 
There will be general satisfaction, not only 

in Victoria, but throughout the industry, at 
the re-appointment of Mr. Moloney to the 
position of Chairman of the Victorian State 
Board. · 

Previous to his appointment in 1936 Mr. 
Moloney had, during his term as Minister for 
Markets in the Scullin Government, close con
tact with the wider spheres of the industry 
and took a leading part in the Canadian-Aus
tralian trade arrangements under which we 
enjoy substantial preferences from that .Do
minion. 

During the past three years he has acted as 
chairman of the consultative committee of the 
State boards, which position, it is understood, 
he will continue to occupy. It is in this 
respect that he has become more widely known 
and appreciated by the industry, and particu
larly by its le'aders, who have had the closest 
contact and co-operation with him over the 
troublous period of reorganisation. 

The re-election of the members of th~ Vic
torian Board is a tribute to the members and 
chairman .alike, and a very definite indication 
that the board is essential to the successful 
system o.f organisation under the present legis
lation that means so much to the industry. 
This attitude by growers at a time when at
tacks are being made, by certain interests, on 
primary production control boards, is highly 
satisfactory, and-shall we say it ourselves
a tribute to the commonsense of growers. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT ELECTION 
Under the system of retirement by rotation, 

Messrs. Howie, Lawrence: and Winterbottom 
were again nominated fo-r membership of the 
board. In declaring them elected unopposed, 
the chairman of the· Federal Council, Mr. L. B. 
O'Donnell, extended the congratulations of the 
conference. 

:Mr. Howie, in returning thinks on behalf 
of the re-ele·cted members, said that such an 
expression of appreciation enabled the board 
to conduct negotiations on behalf of the in
dustry with the confidence that they had a 
solid association behind them. 

Voting At Federal Council 

REQUISITE MAJORITY TO BE 
TWO-TinRDS 

Following the principle -based on earher ex
periences, it has been the policy of the 
A.D.F.A. Federal Council to give the· utmost 
protection to minorities. This is an essential 
for the smooth working of any voluntary or
ganisation so wide spread and- inclusive of 
many schools of thought on matters concern
ing the industry. A seriously disappointed 
minority is undesirable in such a huge volun
tary organisation as the A.D.F.A • 

The very early basis of voting was founded 
on unanimity of the conference for a motion 
to become effective. This was later reduced 
to a four-fifths basis as the many interests 
'became more closely welde·d and compatible. 

The Association was grpwing up. Today 
it is full grown and is stronger and more 
closely welded in every respect than ever be
fore-sectional interests are cared for with 
proper regard to the industry as a whole. 

That the council should decide to further 
reduce the requisite majority t'o a two-thirds 
basis, is only in keeping with the development 
that has taken place. 
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FINANCES OF THE ASSOCIATION 
Reduction in Working Expenses 

It was resolved-That· the committee~s re
port be received (moved by Mr. Steele and 
seconded by Mr. Goodman) : 

Mr. Goodman, in seConding the motion that 
the 'report be received, said that a slight" ''in
crease in the levy would enable the Association 
to build up a reserve. 

The statement of the financcal operations of the Association, submitted to the 
Federal Council, shows some appreciable reduction in costs. It is the practice 
to appoint a Finance Committee from the Council to examine the details and to 
mah any recommendations to the full conference. 

DISCUSSION ON THE RE]'ORT 
Agreeing with the remark that 95% of the 

fruit in Australia went through AssociatiOn 
channels of distribution, Mr. Winterbottom 
said that, allowing for the M.I.D.A., the per
centage would be 99 per cent. marketed under 
Conditions of equity amongst gtowers. 

POLICY REGARDING "DRIED FRUITS 

Following the desire to have the committee as representative as possible, care 
is taken to include delegates from each of the main centres of production, with 
a member of the Board of Management, who usually acts as convenor, and in 
an advisory capacity. In line with this policy, the following were appointed: 
Messrs. D. C. Winterbottom (Board), A. Rawlings (Merbein), A. Mackinnon 
(Red Cliffs), H. Goodman (Woorinen), E.]. Roberts (Mildura), ]. Jamison 
(Ramco), R. Curren (Berri), E. Sims (Barmera), R. C. Lawson (Coomealla), 
A. Chapman (Angaston), E. N. Seary (Renmark), S. ]. Parish (Nyah), and S. 
G. Cutler (Irymple). 

NEWS'" 

The matter of effecting some saving by pub
lishing the "Dried Fruits News" at leSs fre
que·nt intervals was disc;ussed._ - The- board 
had considered the possibilities of this in view 
of the rising costs of paper and ·other- inciden
tals to publication, due to the war, and in 
view of the fact of the acquisition of our ex
port surplus, and the policy of certain statu
tory boar9s of making a copy of their annual 
reports availa'hle to groWers, together with the 
wide press re-ports in most of the producing 
areas, it had been considered that the issues of 
the association journal should- he made at the 
discretion of the board. This should suffice 
to meet the needs of the growe"rs. 

The convenor, Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, in 
dealing with the report of the committee, said: 

Your committee have given consideration t'o 
the accounts, and are ple,.sed to report that 
once again a substantial reduction in working 
expenses of the Association is recorded:-

Chairman, Board 1939 1938 1937 
and Council 

Salaries & Expenses 
Rent, Postages and 

Stationery 
Depreciation 
Publicity, ''News," 

Grants, etc. 
Marketing Organisa

tion 

£1,573 
1,998 

965 
10 

934 

424 

£5,904 

£1,740 £2,082 
2,166 2,520 

995 1,120 
100 160 

1,908 2,716 

399 416 

£7,308 £9,014 

It will be noted that the reductions are quite 
subStantial. The expenditure under Mar
keting Organisation is one that may be con
sidered as non-recurring, and in the 1 uture 
should show considerable reduction, but there 
are always unforeseen expenses occurring for 
which provision must be made. The amoUnt 
received from Head Office Levy was £10,277, 
of which £2,516 was paid to branches, and 
there remains an amount of £3,326 still to 
come in from the 19 3 9 Head Office Levy, of 
which £832 will go to branches, leaving 
£2,494 for Head Office Accounts. 

:The receipts from interest on :fixed deposits 
and Commonwealth loans amounted to only 
£252, against £632 the previous year. This 
is due to the realisation of investments to assist 
the stabilisation plan. 

The balance sheet shows that the Associa
tion's reserves in Commonwealth bonds and 
fixed deposits have been reduced to £5,744, the 
balance having been transferred to advances 
to M.I.D.A. 

Your committee recommend the adoption 
of the Head Office Accounts and Balance 
Sheet. 

Head Office Levy.-The Head Office Levy 
of 2/ per ton last season, after returning 6d 
per ton to branches, was hardly sufficient to 
cover the reduced working expenses of the 
Association. Your committee have considered 
this matter very carefully, and feel that it is 
desirable that the liquid reserves of the Asso
ciation, which have been re·duced by the opera
tion of the stabilisation plan, should gradually 
be built up again, and recommend that the 
levy for season 1940 should be 3/ per ton, of 
which 6d per ton will be returned to branche·s. 

Publicity.-The arrangement with the Joint 
Publicity Committee is for a contribution by 
this Association of £2 5o· for the coming year, 
which your committee recommend. 

"Dried Fruits News."-The question of the 
continuance of this paper was discussed, and 
it is the unanimous opinion of your committee 

that the "A.D.F.A. News" should be con
tinued on the present' basis. 

Stabilisation Plan.-Your Committee have 
examined the accounts of M.I.D.A., submitted 
by Mr. Howie, in the absence of Mr. Malloch, 
and consider that the realisation of assets ac
qui~d are proceeding in satisfactory lines, and 
are pleased to report that the investments are 
returning interest. No further special levy is 
required for this purpose. 

Allowances and Expenses.-The committee 
recommend that allowances and expenses re
main the same as at present. 

Secretary's Report.-Your comm1ttee re
commend the adoption oi the secretary's re
port, which discloses a further slight increase 
in the proportion of the Australian pack put 
through Association chann~ls, this_ percentage 
now being 9 5. The ste.,.dily increasing sales 
in the Commonwealth are' noted with satisfac
tion. 

Mr. Winterbottom stated that the commit
tee had very fully discussed this ii:em and was 
of the opinion that the bi-monthly publica
tion should continue. 

REDUCED COS"i:'S AND LEVIES 
Delegates expressed ~ppreciation ~£ -· the re

duction in cost whereby the association had 
almost kept within the rt!venue from the re
duced. levy for 193'8~ and it was the opinion 
of the conference that special efforts should 
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be made to lessen administrative costs through
out the industry, having regard to the inevi
table increase in the costs of production. 

In reply to an opinion by Mr. G. Wake, 
that,: · as growers had obtained far reaching 
benefits from M.I.D.A., a levy of a further 
shilling per ton to facilitate the work of that 
body should not be denied, Mr. Winterbottom 
said that the extra amount had be·en provided 
to build up the reserves of the association. 
The .board had considered a four shilling levy, 
but the committee felt that the three shillings 

levy was sufficient for this year. Another 
shilling would have raised the reserves by a 
further £4,000. The committee's reason was 
that, instead of building up the reserve in one 
year the process should be spread over a longer 
period. It was unanimous on .this point. 
The re'port of the committee was adopted. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

It is said that Field-Marshal Goering, who, 
incidentally was second only to RicthofeD. in 
the air during the last war, is so much decOr
ated-he is Hermann to the German p.::ople
that, it is said, if he gets any more medals 
there is only one place· to p:ut them, and then 
he won't be able to take· his seat in the Reich
stag. 

The following statement sets out the de
tails of the receipts and expenditure of the 
association and items of the age·nts d~;posits, 
freight, and interstate fund. 

Visitor:- "Peggy, and what will you do when 
you get as big as- your mother?., 

Angel Child: "Diet!" 

HEAD OFFICE ACCOUNT 

REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 1939. 

To Chairman's Allowance . . . . . . . . 
, Board Allowances . . . . . . . . . . . . 
, Tree Fruit Committee Allowances 

Federal Council Allowances . . . . 
, Board Travelling Expenses . . . . . . 
, Tree Fruit Committee Travelling Ex· 

penses ............... • · · 
Federal council Travelling Expenses 

Head Office Salaries- . . . . . . . . . . . . 
, Inspectors' Fees . . . . . . . . . .. 
, Adelaide Representativ-e . . . . . . . . . 

, Travelling Expenses-Head Office .. 
,_ Rent and Cleaning . . . . . . . . . . . . 
, Pri-nting, and Stationery . . . . . . . . . . 

Postages, Telegrams, and Telephones 
" Legal Fees . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 
,, Au-dit( Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
, General Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . 

., Grant ·to Joint Publicity Committee 
"Australian Dried Fruits News" .. 
Grant to Branch . . . . . . . . . . . . 

,. Marketing Organi·sation . . . . . . . . . 

, Depreciation-:-Office Furniture .. 
Bal~ce to General Fund Account 

£ s. d. 
500 0 0 
481 4 0 
45 0 0 

231 17 6 
133 9 8 

16 8 2 
164 17 2 

1,776 6 3 
63 16 0 

158 8 3 

37 14 1 
268 0 0 
21917 0 
285 4 2 

9 9 6 
75 0 0 
51 7 2 

375 0 0 
544 0 8 

15 0 0 
422 14 0 

----

£ s. d. 

1,572 16 6 

1,998 10 6 

964 11 5 

1,356 14 8 
10 0 0 

2,169 8 4 

£8,072 1 5 

By Head Office Levy-1938 ·Season 
_Less Plaid to Branches .. 

Head Office Levy-1939 Season 
Less Paid to Branches .. 

,. Interest on Fixed Deposits . . . . 
Interest on Commonwealth Bo1;1ds 

"Water Into Gold" .... 
, Payments by Merchants 
, Sale of Motor Van . . . . 

£ s. d. 
6,882 2 7 
1,747 2 5 

3,394 11 9 
768 8 4 

60 2 3 
192 0 0 

1 5 7 
50 0 0 
7 10 0 

BALANCE SHEET AS A_T SEPTEMBER 30, 1939. 

LIABILITIES 

General Fund Account . . . . . . . . . . 
Add Balance of Revenue Account 

£ 
23,808 

2,169 

s. d. 
511 
8 4 

£ •. d. 

25,977 14 3 

£25,97.7 14 3 

ASSETS 

Commonwealth Savings Bank . . . . . . . . 
Less Commercial Banking Company 

of Sydney Limited -- Current 
Account ............... . 

Fixed Deposit -- Commercial Banking 
Company of Sydney Limited . . . . . . 

Commonwealth Treasury Bonds -£4,800 
at Cost ................... . 

Office Furniture .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . 
SundrY Advrances ............... . 

CONTINGENT ASSET: 

£ s. d. 
521 10 7 

188 I 9 

Levy Due by Agents on Season 
at ·This Date . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1939-Fruit Unsold 

AGENTS' DEPOSITS, FREIGHT, AND INTERSTATE FUND. 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT SEPTEMBER 30, 1939. 

LIABILITIES 

Agents' Deposits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Amounts Received from Sundry_ Agents on -AccOunt of 

1939 Season ................. . 
Accumulated Funds -Account ... , ........... . 

= 

£ s. d 
3,300 0 0 

276 5 0 
1,542 16 10 

£5,119 1 10 

ASSETS 

Commercial Banking Company of Sydney 
Limited-

£ s. d. 

Fixed Deposits . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,350 0 0 
Current Account . . . . . . . . . . 89 1 10 

Commonwealth Savings Bank-
Current Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

AUDIITORS' CERTIFICATE 

£ s. d. 

5,135 0 2 

2,626 3 5 

252 2 3 

58 15 7 

£8,072 1 5 

£ s. d. 

333 8 10 

1,500 0 0 

4,244 9 6 
75 3 0 

19,824 12 11 

£25,977 14 8 

£3,326 0 3 

£ s. d. 

4,439 1 10 

680 0 0 

£5,119 1 10 

We ·have to report having made_an examination and audit of the Books of Account of the Assoeiation and ·also in respect of the Agents• 
Deposits, Freight a.ud Interstate Fund for the year ended 30th September, 1939. 

We certify that the Revenue Account and Balance Shee.ts are correctly drawn up, and do exhibit a true and correct view of tlle :finances 
of the Association, according to the best of our information and as shown by the Books of Account in the Balance Sheets. 

We. have accepted your Bankers' Certificate in respect to securities held by them, and as shown in the Balance Sheets.· 

Melbourne, October 5, 1939. HANCOCK & WOODWARD, 
(Jhartereti Accountants (Australia). 
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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT MEETINGS 
Dried Fruits for Distillation 

Labor and Requisites to Production 
At a meeting of the board prior to the 

Federal Council and at that following the con
ference, many important items were dis
cussed. A.fter dealing with the preparauon of 
the several reports to the council the following 
matters were dealt with. 

Dried fruit for distillation: The Chairman 
submitted cutting from "The Advertiser," 
Adelaide, giving statement made by Mr. Oscar 
Seppelt, Chairman of the Federal Viticultural 
Council, also copy of his reply to this state
ment. The Board approved of the presenta
tion of the case presented by the chairman, and 
requested him to prosecute same on the prin
ciple that dried fruit must not be excluded 
from spirit eligible for bounty. 

Merchant matters: As the Board of Man
agement' were to meet Representatives· of the 
Federal Wholesale Grocers' Association, cOn
sidration was given to a number of matters 
that were to be discussed, also certain aspects 
of distribution problems that had developed 
were fully discussed. 

Defence Department's dried fruit require
ment's: The board had before them a letter 
advising that enquiries were being made by the 
Defence Department for- Navy and Army 
supplies, and asking whether the Association 
would allot these orders to agents. 

It was decided .. that the secretary make the 
necessary arrangements with agents to supply 
the Defence requirements.'' 

Quotas, season 19 3 9: A survey of the pack 
and sales position was made, and it was decided 
to make certain recommendations to the Sec
retary, Consultative Committee Dried Fruit 
Boards, regarding home quotas for currants, 
sultanas and Lexias. 

Production requirements: Mr. A. V. Lyon, 
Officer-in-Charge, Commonwealth Research 
Station, Merbein, attended the· board meeting 
and discussed with members the question of 
supplies of various articles which under war 
conditions may 'be unobtainable for the pro
cessing of the· crop. The chairman explained 
that the board were not in a position to make 
recommendations at the present stage, but if 
at a later date it became necessary, the matters 
mentioned could be further considered. 

Consideration was given to a number of 
matters dealt with at Federal Council meeting, 
and it was arranged that the board would meet 
again at 10 a.m. Friday, when the foliowing 
matters were discussed:-

Water storage position; A discussion took 
place on this subject, and it was decided to 
defer for consideration at next board meeting. 

Extension of currant grades from M.F. to 
5-crown, tree fruit grades, lexias riddles; The 
chairman and Mr. Jones interviewed the Chief 
Fruit Inspector, Mr. R. P. Allen, regardi~g the 
recommendations carried at Federal Council 
meeting. 

Foreign matter in dried fruit: Constderation 
was given to this matter, and it was decided 
that a circular letter be prepared for inclusion 
in the February issue of the "Dried Fruits 
News" 

Uniform account sales to growers. It was 
decided to write to the D,strict Council in the 
district from which the complaint emanated, 
asking them to take steps to see that account 
sales are issued on a unifo~m basis. 

Possible shortage of labor: It was agreed to 
make enquiry from the Department control
ling the question of men:bers of the 11ilitia 
bein? released fro!ll service during the har
vestmg period. 

Muscatels: A letter was received from a 
muscatel packer, advising that although mus
catels are listed by the Association, they did 
not consider they shoulci be subject to the 
special levy, as the control of the ma1keting 
of this fruit as far as the proportions to be 
disposed of in Commonwealth and export mar
kets are concerned, had not been considered by 
the Association as one of its functions. After 
giving the matter full consideration it was 
resolved "that on principle, the Association 
cannot agree to muscatels being exempt from 
the special levy for seasons 1938 and 1939." 

"Canon Hall" muscats: A letter from the 
Department of Commerce, forwarding sample 
of "Canon Hall'~ muscats was received. The 
fruit was of good quality and the board ex
pressed the opinion that if the bulk is equal 
to sample submitted, they could be marketed 
as lexias. 

Packing vine fruits 60-lb. to the box: A 
discussion took place regarding the packing 
of vine fruits 60lb. to the box, and in view 
of the existing conditions, it was considered 
essential that packers should be granted per
mission to pack, wherever possible, 60-lb. to 
the box for all markets, and it was decxdcd t() 
make the necessary representations in this con
nection. 

Dried fruit for distillauon: The chairman 
reported on the interview arranged between 
Messrs. Rawlings, Sims and himself with the 
Viticultural Council during their conference 
held in Melbourne at the time of our Federal 
Council meeting, and advised having sent a 
letter to the Minister of Customs reiterating 
the views of the industry in regard to the use 
of dried fruit for distillation purposes. 

Retailers specialising m gift fruit: This mat
ter was sent on from the South Australian 
State Conference suggesting that the '"Dried 
Fruits News" give prominence to retailers 
specialising in supplies of gift fruit. Con
sideration was given to the request, but it was 
pointed out that there are a number of retail
ers already specialising in gift boxes containing 
dried fruit and as the .. Dried Fruits News'' did 
not circulate amongst the public, the board 
could not see their way to- utilise the medium 
suggested. 

Consumption of dates in Australia: A letter 
was received from Mt. W. N. Twiss, Secre~ 
tary, Consultative Committee, Dried Fruit 
Boards, enclosing statement' showing that 
quantities of dates imported into the Com
mon~ealth since the year ended June 30, i932, 
which disclosed_ a general upward curve in 
importations and an appreciable increase since 
the duty was reduced from 3d to 2d per lb. 
It was suggested that the Commonwealth Go
vernment be asked to either take steps to fix 
a quota on importations, or alternatively to 
impose a higher tariff on imported dates of 
foreign origin. The board expressed sym~ 
pathy with the recommendation, but at the 
same time it was-- pointed out that on two 
occasions, attempts had been made by the 
Association to get the duty increased, without 
success. 

TREE FRillTS 
The following tre·e fruits committee recom

mendations were made to the board following 
a meeting of this body prior to the board 
meeting. 

Golden West Fruit Pac.king Co. Pty. Ltd., 
Sydney: A letter was received from the Golden 
West Fruit Packing Co. Pty. Ltd., Sydney, 
confirming interview Mr. Kdson Grey had 

with Messrs. Jones and Sumner, regardint, sup
plies of dried tree fruits for New Zealand. 
Several of the conditions set out in the letter 
varied with the discussion that took place 
when Mr. Kelson Grey visited Melbourne, and 
it was decided to write to 11r. Grey pointing 
out where his statements differed from the 
interview. 

.T,ree·_ Fruit Committee's report to Federal 
COllncil: Cop.sideration was given to the report 
to- be submitted hy the Tree Fruits Committee 
to Federal Council, and dter alterations and 
additions, same was approved. 

Sulphur-dioxide content-dried tree fruit's: 
Several complaints have been received regard
ing excess sulphur-dioxide content in dried 
tree fruits and the committee decided to re
commend that a letter be sent to packers on 
this matter. 

-Prune terms and conditions of sale-season, 
1940: A discussion took place regarding the 
sale of 50-box lots. At present buyers may 
sell 50-box lots, and if same are paid for as 
though prompt deLivery were taken, buyers 
may, if they require, get extended delivery in 
two equal parcels over two months. The 
committee recommend that buyers may pur
chase 50-box lots and if same are paid for as 
though prompt delivery were taken, they may, 
if required, get extended delivery, without any 
limitation of time. 

Apricots and peaches-grade standards: A 
letter was received from the Secretary, Con
sultative Committee, Dried Fruit Boards, re
porting that' inspectors found difficulty in de
ciding whether "plain, grade apricots and 
peaches were genuine nplain" grade fruit or 
.. bootlegged" fruit, and asking for the views 
of the Dried Tree Fruit Committee thereon. 
The committee recommended that this mat
ter should be brought under the notice of the 
committee to be appointed by Federal Coun
cil to deal with dried tree fruit matters. 

Australasian Jam Co. Pty. Ltd.: The secre
tary reported that an application had been re
ceived from the Australasian Jam Co. Pty. 
Ltd. for admission to the Association as agents, 
distributing agents, and packers for dried 
prunes. The committee recommend that these 
applications be accepted. 

The Board of Management approved of the 
above mi~mtes. 

Production of Liquid Fuels 
From Fruit 

In reply to the question, «Jn view of the 
anticipated big crop of both dried fruit and 
wine grapes, will the Government in this time 
of national need, again have a searching en
qury made in to the question of treating the 
huge surpluses of these two products so as to 
produce power alcohol?" by Mr. McHugh, 
M.H.R., the Minister for Supply and Develop
ment, Mr. R. G. Casey, stated that:-

The technique of the production of power 
alcohol from fresh and dried grapes is already 
well known, but the economics of -prOduction 
are such as to discourage the development of 
the industry unless liquid fuels cannot' be ob
tained from other more favorable sources. 
According to the Government's technical offi
cer, taking the value of power alcohol at 12d 
per gallon, a distillery would not be able to 
pay anything for raw material in the form of 
fresh and dried grapes in the volume in which 
they would probably be available. The whole 
of that amount would be taken up in process
ing. The Commonwealth Standing Com
mittee on Liquid Fuels has expressed the opin
ion that molasses is undoubtedly the most 
economical raw material for the manufacture 
of power alcohol, but, even in the case of 
molasses, the cost of the spirit is about four 
times the cost of imported petrol. 
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Here's freedom_ to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For ther~s none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Bu1·ns. 

MILDURA, DECEMBER 18, 1939 

QUALITY 

A STUDY ·of Mr. P. Malloch's report 
· · published in this issue, gives a feeling 

of satisfaction with the remarkable pro
gress that·, has been made in the 
production and processing of fruit. Th~ 
1939 drying season stand on record 
as one of the worst experienced. Coti
tihued rain with only brief spells of 
w~rmth an& sutishin~ made drying very 
difEcult. Fruit was spoilt in color and 
tondition by moisture and mould. De
spite all these difficulties, growers per· 
sisted in their efforts to dry and deliver 
their fruit to the packing houses in the 
best possible condition. In their phase of 
operations they were assisted by better 
knowledge of how to use cold dip and 
sprays - knowledge gained over years 
of experience, and tested and proved by 
the officers of the Research Station. 

· Packers, in turn, had to face a difficult 
probl~m i11 the processing and cleaning 
of the fruit, and here again improved 
methods in machinery and other processes 
enabled them to pack the fruit to best 
advantage. Packers also have had the 
benefit of technical advice from the Re
search Station to assist them in their. pro
blems, Now, ten months after our un
fortunate experiences, we learn that our 
fruit opened up in export markets in ex~ 
cellent condition. Dark in color, but 
clean, sound, and free-running and stand
ing high in quality over competitive fruit 
from other countries. 

It is a ,record that growers, packers and 
Research officers should feel proud of. 
Memory recalls our last bad drying season 
( 1924) and the resulting pack, The fruit 
was dirty, sticky, and sodden. It came out 
of boxes in a solid mass, which could 
hardly be broken by hand. From every 
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export market came storms of protest and 
claims for redress against losses incurred, 
'In Canada there was a vigorous move to 
have our preference cancelled. 

The lessons learned then have not been 
forgotten; progress has been made, and· 
it is gratifying to know that in the worst 
of seasons our packers can deliver to 
buyers sound, clean, free-running fruit. 
These are the main points of quality 
looked for by buyers, not only in Canada, 
but in all markets, and these are the 
standards it should be our aim to maintain 
and improve upon. 

PERsONAL 
. At the first meeting of the Board of Man

agement following the Federal Council, Mr. 
H. D. Howie was unanimously elected chair
man of the board for the current year. It 
was appreciated that the chairman had experi
enced a very difficult year, involving a con
siderable amount of close attention to many 

MR H. D. HOWIE 

problems associated with re-organisation, and 
it Was expressed that, as the result of this work 
and the Success of the stabilisation plan, he 
would have a less strenuous period of office for 
the coming Year. 

'~ •• ::· •• 
:Mr·. L. B. ·O'Donnell, o:f Curlwaa, who is a 

member of the New South Wales State Board, 
was elected unopposed to the chairmanship 
of the Federal Council of the AD,F.A. In 
thanking ·delegates for their confidence, 111". 
O'Donnell said that he was highly apprecia
tive of the high standard set by the late chair
man, the late Arthur Johnstone. He would, 
with the help of the conference, endeavor to 
maintain that_ high standard. It was with 
sincere regret that he asked members to stand 
in two· minutes silence, in memory of their late 
leader. 

,, ,, 
* * 

At the annual meeting of the Merbein 
Growers' Union, a branch of the A.D.F.A., 
the chairm·an, Mr~ A. Rawlings, referred to 
the retirement from the committee of Mr. G. 
L. Hardie, and eulogised the services he had 
rendered to the Union. Mr. Hardie had been 
a member of the committee during the eight 
years of the Union's existence, and at the time 
of his retirement was serving as vice-president. 
Responding, Mr. Hardie said he had been a 
grower at' Merbein for over 20 years, and 
within three months of taking up his reSJ.dence 
at Merbein he had been elected to~ a growers' 
committee, and had been on similar commit~ 
tees eVer since. Perhaps he had earned a rest
from committee work. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

The New South Wales Dried Fruits Board 
consists of five members, viz., one, appointed 
by ·the Governor, who:. is chairman (:Mr. G. J. 
Evatt, a Commissioner for Water Conservation 
and Irrigation) ; one elected by growers of 
dried vine fruits, whose holding are s1tuated 

· oil the Murrumbidgee Irr1gation Areas (pre
sent member, Mr. E. J. Hudson, of Yenda); 
one elected by growers o£ dried vine fruits 
whOse holdin__gs are situated in New South 
Wales elsewhere than on the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Areas (present member, Mr. L. B. 
O'Donnell, of Curlwaa) ; one elected by grow
ers of dried tree fruits whose holdings are situ
ated in the Young and Koorawatha districts 
(present member, Major the Honorable Thos. 
Steele, M.L.C., of Young and Sydney); one 
elected by growers of dried tree fruits whose 
holdings are situated in New South Wales else
where than in the Young and Koorawatha dis
tricts (present member: Mr. P. Cox, o£ 
Griffith), 

The term of office of the present elected 
members will expire on February 29, 1940. 
The Dried Fruits Act provides that the next 
general election of members is to be held dur
ing the month of February, 1940, on a date 
appointed by the Minister. The Minister has 
appointed this date as February 15, 1940. The 
members elected at that election will take 
office on March 1, 1940. The. present mem
bers are eligible for re-election. 

In connection with the forthcoming election 
the Water Conservation and Irrigation Com
mission has prepared a list of growers entitled 
to vote and has forwarded a copy of this list 
to the following t'o be exhibited until January 
4, 1940, for public inspection, without fee:
The ·Officer in Cha,rge, Water Conservation 

and Irrigation Commission, Leeton and 
Griffith. 

The General Manager, Griffith Producers' Co-· 
OperatiVe Company Limited, Griffith. 

The Manager, Yenda ProduCers' Co-operative 
Society Limite·d, Y enda. 

The Officer in Charge of Police, Y enda. 
The District Engineer, Water Conservation 

and Irrigation Commission, Curlwaa. 
The Secretary, Curlwaa. Fruitgrowers' Progress 

Association, Curlwaa. 
The Secretary, Coomealla Settlers' Progress As

sociation, Dareton. 
The Secretary~ Pomona Irrigation Trust, \'fent

worth. 
The Clerk of Petty Sessions, Wentworth. 
The General Manager, Mildura Co-operative 

Fruit Co, Limited, Mildura. 
The Secretary, Bungunyah-Koraleigh Irrigation 

Trust, Koraleigh. 
The Secretary, Goodnight Irrigation Trust, 

Goodnight, ' 
J:'he Secretary, Young District Producers' Co

operative Association Ltd., Young. 
The District Officer, Lands Department, 

Young. 
The Clerk of Petty Sessions, Albury, 
The Clerk of Petty Sessions, Junee. 

In order that the roll of growers, which 
will consist of a revision of the list exhibited, 
may be as perfect as possible, all growers are 
requested to inspect the list at one or other 
of the places where it is exhibited, with a view 
to ascertaining if their names have been in
cluded thereon. 

Claims for enrolment by persons eligible to 
vote and whose names do not appear on the 
list, and olvjections to any names on the list 
are to ·be made in writing to the Secretary, 
Water Conservat'ion and ·Irrigation Commis
sion, Farrer Place, Sydney, and must be in his 
hands on or before January 4, 1940. 

All growers in New South Wales are eligible 
for enrolment who have-

( a) during the current season or one of the 
two preceding seasons produced more than 
5 cwts. of dried vine fruits; or 
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(b) during the current season or each of at 
least three of the five preceding seasons pro
duced more than 5 cwts. of dried tree fruits. 

Nominations of candidates for election in the 
form which has been exhibited with the list 
of growers will be received by Mr. G. A. Try, 
Returning Officer for the election, addressed 
to him, care of the Water Conservation and 
Irrigation Commission, Farrer Place, Sydney, 
up to 4 p.m. on January 8, 1940. 

Each candidate for election may, by letter 
signed by him in the presence of a witness, 
appoint one person to be Scrutineer at the Poll
ing Place, which will be situated ·m Sydney. 

Stabilisation Plan 

REPORT TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 
In the absence of Mr. P. Malloch, cha:Ltman 

of Murray Industries Development Association 
Ltd., who has since returned from overseas, 
:Mr. H. D. Howie gave a general outline of 
the operations when he read the second annual 
report to the Federal Council. 

:The :fimmcial commitments and 1tems of 
revenue were fully dealt with, and following 
the practice of the conference, were handed to 
the finance committee which consists of a re
presentative from each of the main ce·ntres of 
production. Thirteen were elected to this 
committee, whose report on the· matter ap· 
pears in this issue under the heading regarding 
the finances of the associa~ion. Obviously it 
is not in the best intere·sts of the growers whose 
investments have to be protected, to publish 
the full details of the affr.irs and plans of the 
company in a journal that has such a wide
spread circulation. However, as delegates 
will be reporting back to growers in their 
respective areas, the general position will un· 
doubtedly- be set out at the appropriate place
at growers' meetings. 

A SOUND POSITION 
The chairman said that there were still some 

minor problems p.ssociated with the plan. 
Some merchants were concerned in regard to 
some aspects of distributicn. This, however, 
did not in any way threaten price stability, but 
was one of those troubles that cropped up occa
sionally in any form of business._ Dried fruits 
were becoming important to merchants. We 
considered we paid well for the services, but' 
we had to appreciate that we were getting re
turns. Turnover was inCreasing each year. 

Replying to a question in regard to the 
dividend rate on investments in the properties, 
Mr. Howie said that, in view of the infancy of 
the scheme and the many difficulties, these had 
been encouraging. From a close analysis of 
the position he was confident of a normal re
turn on capital next' year. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom) in supporting 
this point, said that it had been a broken year, 
with early difficulties. From an exhaustive 
examination-of the figures he was sure that the 
improvement would be very definite. On 
loans the return had been satisfactory right 
through. 
POSITION FURTHER STRENGTHENED 

In .answer to a question by Mr. G. Wake, 
who said that he had gained the opinion from 
a State -board meeting at Red Cliffs, that there 
was expense involved in policing fruit outside 
the plan, Mr. Howie replied that small leak
ages were not embarrassing to the stability of 
t~_..plan, and were concerned with tree fruits 
rather than vine fruits. There were a few 
small units still to deal with. 

Mr. T. Steele stated that some fruit had 
gone to Queensland under conditions contrary 
to the controlled marketing system. The 
quantities were small and the matter had been 
taken up with the Queensland Government 
which had promised to take appropriate action 
t'o meet the position. 

The cOnference expressed satisfaction with 
the progress of the plan and the report was 
unanimously adopted. · 

MAKING GOOD PRUNES 
BETTER 

Extracts From Paper By 
Mr. R. F. Trott 

The following extracts from a paper read 
by Mr. R. F. Trott, of McLaren Flat, and 
published ~n the South Australian Journal of 
Agriculture, are of particular intere·st in view 
of the many difficulties associated with the 
pr.oblem of producing standard grades of this 
fruit. 

After dealing with certain aspects of the 
marketing and selection of location, spacing, 
etc., and advoca_ting both winter and sum
mer pruning, .aided by a plentiful supply of 
humus, Mr. Trott makes some interesting 
comments on processing during harvest. He 
states:-

DRYING AND CURING 
This is really the crux of this paper. The 

pity of it is its brevity. So little can be said, 
and yet it is the consummation of a year's 
work. A grower can easily lose up to £9 per 
ton by a little slovenliness and carelessness. 
Firstly, the fruit must be ripe, and quite a 
number of people have very peculiar notions 
of what constitutes ripeness. All fruit fhould 
be gathered off the ground before scalding 
and this can be detected when it is picked up 
by its extreme softness. Fruit should be al
lowed to cool off before dipping to obtain as 
even and uniform a causticisation as possible; 
overnight for preference, dependirig on the 
state of the fruit when gathered. 

DIPPING 
The secrets -of sound dipping are simple and 

rational. For instance, to have even results 
the temperature of the solution, no matter 
what it may be, must be constant for the 
whole parcel to be treated. This is almost a 
truism, and needs- little thinking to be real
ised. Hence the more common practice of 
using a boiling dip, which means an even tem
perature of 212 deg. F. Any other temper
ature requires a thermometer for accurate 
results. 

STRENGTH OF DIP 
This is a debatable point, but most of the 

larger growers and Rroducers of best quality 
favor weak solutions. Personally, I advocate 
a ·maximum of 4 oz. of NaOH to 16 gallons 
of water down to a solution of 1:1--16 gallons, 
according .to the type of fruit, conditions, etc. 
Firm fruit requires less solution than dead ripe. 
The reason .for this seems to be that the nearer 
the fruit is to a point of fermentation, the 
greater must be the care to remove bloom and 

insure ,qUick·. drying. These remarks refer tO 
sun-dried fruits; with dehydration different 
conditions ca:ri -prevail. 

-LENGTH OF DIP 
Again the·re is room for discussion on this 

point, but again -rational thought saves argu
ment, for the shorter the dip .the more accurate 
the-_tinie .of immersion can 'be-.gatiged and uni
formity by maintained. Lcmg .. immersion 
tends to cook the prune to a point not desirable 
( caramelises). After all, dipping is done to 
remove a wax from the surface and allow 
the pores ·of the skin to exu,de moisture suffi
ciently and to facilitate the drying and curing 
before fermentation sets up. 

What are known in Australia as .. blobs'' are 
really fruit that' has either fermented or is 
naturally lacking in sugar, or both. Fruit 
immediately after dipping should appear al
most devoid of bloom and should show what 
appear to be small pin spots on the surface of 
the skin, but no apprec1able signs of cracks. 
That last' sentence embodies all previous re
marks on dipping. 

Fruit should be left stacked for a day or so 
before allowing any intense sun heat to haw 
direct access. 

The writer prefers to se·e signs of wilting 
:first, if possible. That is, if the weather is 
very hot. Of course, under cool, cloudy 
conditions, fruit can go out earlier. Fruit 
once on trays should be kept as dry as possible, 
being stacked when rain is threatenmg, for 
once wetted, there is a greater tendency for 
signs of sugar exudation, which means sticky, 
unattractive fruit. 

Once the prune is definitely wilted and be
comes shrivelled, it should be turned. This 
greatly speeds up the drying and also stops any 
chances of mould, etc., forming, and produces 
a more evenly shaped product. 

Prunes should be left' on trays until thor
oughly dry. By that is meant that the flesh 
·should- be set and the stone firmly embedded 
in the middle of the fruit. When boxing, the 
faulty fruit should be removed first and the 
sweat-boxes ·stacked in a dry place for a few 

. weeks -before delivery. 
/.:·,.;,);-This ·thOr:ough sweating before .delivery 

· de:fiiiitel}r helps a grower's re-turns. It ~vens 
up· ·moisture content and improVes out ... 0£ all 
kiiowledge the texture, appearance, and color, 
besides which a gr·ower. 'then, knows before 
~!_lding to- a packing- shed th:it he ·has tUrned 
out a· good, sound a·rtide, -which, after all, 
brings its own rewaid and also the satisfaction 
of a good job done. - -

Conjurer. (<Has anyone in the- audience an 
egg?" "Nerts! You'd haVe laid .it' long ago." 

THE MllDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus. 

Packed under the well-known "PADLOCK" Brand. 

Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers. 



1, 

I 

f. 

12 THE AU8,TRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, DECEMBER 18, 1939. 

CANADIAN BUYERS 
SATISFIED 

Mr. Malloch Addresses 
Growers 

In view of the Californian opinion, ex~ 
pressed in the r.~californta fruit N e:ws," 
that a greate-r-volume of dried fruits busi
ness was expected with Canada on -ac
count of the sbipping difficulties tbat 
Australia U'Vuld have to meet under war 
conditions, it is g1·atijying to have first 
b,md knowledge tbat tbe Canadians are 
bappy in tbeir dealings with us and are 
glad to bave our fruit. 

In an address on tbis aspect, Mr. Mal
loch, a member of tbe Export Control 
Boa.rd recently Teturned from a visit 
overseas, made many interesting com
ments. 
He stated that, at the request of the board 

he had spent about five weeks in Canada in
vestigating the marketing problems associated 
with dried fruits in that country. "I visited 
Montreal, Quebec, Toronto, Winnipeg, Cal
gary and Vancouver)" said Mr. Malloch. "Calls 
were made on 64 houses handling dried fruit, 
including agents and brokers, wholesale houses, 
chain stores, de·partmental stores, bakers' sup
plies houses and leading bakers." 

He was warmly welcomed everywhere and 
found a real goodwill towards our industry 
existent amongst buyers. Any criticism 
offered was of a helpful ~~nd constructive na
ture. Some minor misapprehensions or mis
understandings of our practices and policies 
were removed by explantation, but on the 
whole I found the trade in good order and 
happy in handling our fruit, added Mr. Mal
loch. 

.MR. MACGREGOR'S WORK 
This favorable state of affairs can be attri

buted in part to the work of Mr. L. R. Mac
gregor whilst Australian Trade Commissioner 
in Canada and since his transfer to New York; 
Mr. Ellen, Assistant Trade Commissioner in 
Canada; and also in a great measure to the 
work of the agents in Canada representing 
Australian export houses. 

The industry was getting good service f--rom 
the brokers, or, as they were termed, agents <>f 
the exporters. They did much in absorbing 
the petty worries associated with trade, arid 
maintaining the goodwill for the industry. 
We had been fort'unate in our selection of 
representatives in Canada. 

PRICE STABILITY AND TERMS 
The majority of buyers realised the value of 

the stability of price and the terms of trading 
established by the board. They favored the 
policy of minimum opening prices with rises 
during the season. This had a compensatory 
'effect to their business. The question of 

ability to finance ahead to obtain the condi
tions, entered into the matter. He had fully 
discussed the position and was of the opinion 
that the present was the best system. An 
important aspect was that, growers, involved 
in a year's cost of production, did not want 
to wait nine months to realise on their fruit. 

FRillT ON ARRIVAL 
Continuing, :Mr. Malloch dealt with the gene

ral condition of the boxes and fruit on arrival. 
He said the very small percentage of damaged 
boxes were re-coopered, at the expense of the 
shipping company involved. After seeing 
the advantages of the flat 28-lb. box he favor
ed it for the industry use. The fruit arrived 
in good condition and no fault could be found 
or was expressed by buyers. 

There had been some instances of infesta
tion, and he was of the opinion that, whilst 
the fruit is thoroughly sterilise·d at the pack
ing houses, there was a possibility that the lids 
of the cases which were put on later, might 
have carried the egg. The re·ason for this 
theory was that the m:1in infestation was be
tween the paper and the lid of the box. This 
was a matter for packen to watch, especially 
where there was a gum vein in the wood-a 
danger point for the repository of eggs. 

GRADES 
On the whole buyers were anxious to have 

the darker fruits. Trade in the past had been 
in the 'blue-black Thompsons. The trade 
freely admitted the better sugar content and 
body of our sultanas and had no wish the pay 
for "color." Some distributors who had re
ceived three, two, and one crown in one con
signment in 1938, averaged the price and sold 
to retailers at one flat rate without regard t'o 
grade. Our seeded raisms were popular in 
Canada and the demand was growing for car
tons rather than bulk. 

==== 
COMMONWEALTH SALES 

Agents figures supplied as at the end of 
November disclose the following position:-

VINE FRillTS 
1939 1938 1937 

Tons Tons Tons 
CUrrants 2,902 2,546 2,518 
Sultanas ..... 7,995 6,879 6,648 
Lexias 3,182 3,125 2,380 

·- --- --
14,079 12,5 50 11,546 

TREE FRillTS 
1939 1938 1937 

Tons Tons Tons 
Apricots 645 594 635 
Nectarines ...... 22 31 21 
Peaches 243 242 215 
Pears . 91 73 79 
Prunes 1,625 1,480 1,524 

2,626 2,420 2,474 

lrymple Packing Pty. Ltd. 

MILDURA 

OPERA.T ING ·AT 

MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALiTY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 

P. MALLOC!I, 
Manager. 

TREE FRUITS 

Committee's Report to 
Federal Council 

The Tree Fruits Co-mmittee, consisting 
of Messrs, H. D. H01.11ie, chairman, T. · 
Steele, M.L.C.; and D. E. Barry-Wood, 
which acts in an advisory capacity to 
the Board of Management on the many 
technicalities in regard to these fruits, 
submitted tbe following report to the an-
1mi<l conference of the A.D.F.A. 
In last year's report your committee re

ferred to the benefits wluch it was felt would 
result from the stabilisation scheme undertaken 
by the association. We have now enjoyed the 
benefit of the scheme· for two seasons, .md are 
more than ever convinced regarding the ad
vantages obtained, and this applies with es
pecial force as regards the welfare of the 
growers of tree fruits. 

1939 SEASON 
The 1939 season proved to be a difficult one 

indeed from the growers' point of view. The 
dry season generally reduced the crops, which 
were already light, and cu1minating in the in
tense heat-wave in January, caused further 
loss of crop, especially in the non-irrigated 
areas. 

The crops being generally much lighter than 
in 1938, the quantity available for export 
markits was limited and most of the produc
tion was disposed of in the Commonwealth, 
which afforded some compensation to gtowers 
for the lighter crop. 

Total sales of tree fruits in the Common
wealth to September 30 were 2177 tons, 
against 1909 and 1911 tons for the corre~pond
ing periods in the two previous years. 

THE PROBLEM OF GRADES 
One of the chief problems in marketing was 

the demand for grades which could not be 
supplied, and while this was probably aggra
vated by the unusual sales in the Common
wealth for reasons ·mentioned above, it brought 
the committee to the thought that a lesser 
number of grades might possibly be advanta
geous. The committee, therefore, sought ad
vice from packers and agents on this matter, 
but is not yet prepared to make any recom
mendation in respect thereto. 

APRICOTS 
The tonnage of apricots produced was only 

846 tons, against 1608 tons in 1938, and was 
disposed of in the Commonwealth and New 
Zealand, and resulte·d in·~ favorable pnce to 
the grower. The crop has been sold and ad
justment between agents has been effected, The 
non-irrigated areas o( South Australia were so 
affected by the drought and he·at-wavc that 
they produced neither the usual quality, nor 
quantity. 

Many problems of marketin~ arose with the 
s.tV.all crop, owing to the limited quantity of 
any particular grade available. 

Under the system of grading into .. Fancy," 
.. Choice" and .. Standard" in 5 -crown, 4-
crown, 3-crown, 2-crown, 1-crown, Slab& and 
Plain, it is interesting to show the tonnages 
available in the different types of fruit. These 
have been t'aken. out from the associatiOn fig
ures and are as follow:-

5-crown 
4-crown 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 
Slabs 
Plain 

Fancy Choke Standard 
Tons Tons Tons 

3 
1 

3 
84 

281 
115 

4 

15 
103 
118 

25 

Tons 

59 
35 

4 487 261 94 
This made it very difficult for our agents 

to confirm grades, and we have evidence from 
our agents .in New Zealand that our inability 
to confirm the buyers' orders in the grades re-



~~ 

l 

J 

I J 

~~~~------------------------------------~--------

THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS N.EWS, DECEMBER 18, 1939. 

quired, led to business going to South Africa 
and California. 

PEACHES 
The: crop was lighter than in 1938. Some ex

port was necessary to New Zealand, but here 
our business was not so good as last year, ow
ing to the difficulty of confirming grades. One 
.of the problems we face with this fruit is the 
comparatively large quantity of 1-crown and 
Plain grade packed. As there were more of 
these grades than the Commonwealth market 
could absorb, i.e., 3 5 per cent. this season, 
against 27 per cent'. in 1938, the only avail
able market was the United Kingdom, and 
even in this market these lines are slow to sell. 

NECTARINES 
The crop was very light this year, being 

only 28 tons, and was again all disposed of in 
the Commonwealth and New Zealand. 

·The pack was sold ~arly and account sales 
were finalised in August. 

PEARS 
The pack was much lighter than the pre

vious year, amounting to only 185 tons. The 
Commonwealth sales to date promise to show 
an increase thus reducing the export quota. 

NO EXPORT OF PRUNES 
This crop was most seriously affected by the 

dry season, the heat-wave and rain during 
harvest. The tonnage produced wa& only 
1166 tons, against 2408 tons the previous 
se·ason. 

There was no export, as the whole crop 
was required to meet _Commonwealth require
ments. At one stage it looked as if it may 
have been necessary to import supplies, but 
fortunately an unsold carry-over from the 
previous year enabled us to meet the demand. 
There should be a complete cle·arance of stocks 
by the time the 1940 season crop is available, 
which should enable us to make good progress 
with early sales. 

Efforts were made· by interests outside the 
association to induce the Commonwealth Gov
ernment to suspend the duty. This, however, 
was opposed by the association and the Gov
ernment refused to vary its tariff. 

DRIED APPLE& 
Inquiries were made as to the pracucability 

of controlling this product, but it was found 
that as the associa~io11 agents handled ::.uch a 
small proportion of the p:.>.ck, it was not pos
sible to reach a basis for agreement. 

SULPHUR IN APRICOTS 
It is to be regretted that difficulties have 

again arisen in reP"ard to sulphur content in 
apricots. 

Great care must be taken in sulphurmg to 
see that over-sulphuring does not occur, but 
at the same time your commi-ttee do not like 
tO make any definite recommendations on this 
matter, because a few years ago, when advice 
was given to restrict the sulphuring, the effect 
was so disastrous from the point of view of 
quality of dried apricots produced that your 
committee feel that efforts to correct the sui. 
phur content·- must be made in the further 
treatment of fruit in the packing houses. 

GENERAL 
In accordance with the resolution passed at 

the last Federal Council, your Board o£ Man
agement prepared and published a brochure 
containing information with regard to hand
ling tree fruits to obtain better quality, and 
this was issued _to growers of tree fruits. 

DISTILLERY FRUIT 
The serious pos1t10n brought about by the. 

refusal of the Minister to allow the sale of 
dried fruits for distillation into bounty ehgible 
spirit was accentuated by the high percentaie 
of this sub type fruit resulting from the ex
tremely adverse 1939 han-esting conditions. It 
is further accentuat'ed by the obvious over
production i;n varieties of fresh grapes used 
for this purpose, and the resultant over-sup
plied market for spirit. 

BEST OF A DIFFICULT JOB 
Reports in this and earlier issues a£ the 

''Dried Fruits News" indicate the difficult posi
tion in which dried fruit growers were placed 
at the moment. \\7hilst limited sales have 
been made at prices unsupported by bounty eli
gibility, the preponderance of distillery grade 
fruit left the packers in the position of mak
ing the best of a very diflicult job. This has 
been faced with success, and with up-to-date 
processing methods a quantity of this fruit 
has been specially treated, to the ext'ent that 
it can be permitted for commercial use as 
dried fruit. This is of particular value in the 
Mildura areas, where there is no outlet for 
distillation, and it' is reported that consider
able reclamation has been done. 

COSTS HEAVY 
The costs are necessarily heavy, but the sal

vage work accomplished has afforded growers 
some return for fruit which would otherwise 
have been lost, and where at one time it was 
considered thete would be 2 0 0 0 .;to 3 0 0 0 tons 
of distillery fruit, the quantity has now been 
reduced to under 50 0 tons. 

Six pounds per ton would be approximately 
the highest price obtainable for distillery fruit 
not eligible for bounty, and after cartage and 
other handling charges were deducted it might 
be better for the grower to have taken the 
fruit back for stock feed. The energy value 
as compared with oats has been favorably re
ported on. Questioned on the matter of the 
release of this fruit from the packing houses 
for growers' own use, the chairman of the 
Victorian Board said that the Board would not 
be harsh were it satisfied that the fruit was for 
this use only. 

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 
An interesting and perhaps hopeful indica

tion for the future comes from the report of 
a meeting with the Federal Viticultural Coun
cil, by Messrs. Howie, Rawlings and Sims dur
ing the recent Federal Council meeting, :Mr. 
Howie, in reporting the results of the meeting 
to conference, said the deputation apromted 
by council had a good reception from the Fed
eral Viticultural Council. We came to an 
agreement that prior to the opening of the 
season representatives from the two associations 
would meet to se·e if they could put forward 
joint recommendations to the :tv.linister. I think 
that the members of the Viticultural Council 
realised that the}r were in error in not sup
porting the decision of the conference in Ade
laide betWeen representatives of the . wine 
makers, grape growers, and dried fruit grow
ers. I think that we can assume that' the 
efforts to have dried fruits excluded for dis
tillation purposes will. be dropped now. 

Barmera Co .. operative Packing 
BARMERA, S.A. 

Co. 
Ltd. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Block Requisites 
Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, Howard Tractors and 

Rotary Hoes, H. V. McKay-Massey Harris Implements. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. 'PHONE, BARMERA 30 &. 32 
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MR. L. J. CLEARY 

Resigns To Enter Business 
Partnership 

After 16 years service· with the Aurora 
Packing Company, where he occupied the posi
tion of manager for the Mildura district, and 
later as resident director, Mr. Cleary has re
signed to enter into a business partnership. · 

Established in 1923, the Aurora company 
made remarkable progress, and in I 9 3 8 packed 
over 13,000 tons of fruit. It is only to know 
Leo Cleary to realise that a great deal of this 
progress was directly assoctated with h1s ability 
to make and keep friends and earn the (.;Ofl:fi

dence of the growers. 

MR. L. J. CLEARY 

Mr. Cleary's keen grip of the industry's 
problems will be missed in the councils of the 
association. His thre·e visits to the United 
Kingdom, and to our competitor countries 
have given him a wide knowledge and growers 
will remember the interesting and useful 
articles .;-elating to the visits, that have appear
ed in these colums. 

The board of the company have extt:nded a 
substantial and practical .gesture of tht: appre
ciation of Mr. Cleary's ~er,·ices, and a combin
ed office and packing house staff presentation 
was made and many obviously sincere refer
ences made to the happy associations. To 
these we are just as sincerely obliged to add the 
good wishes of the mdustry to ~'L.J." m his 
new sphere, and to say thanks for services 
rendered. 

The Producer Speculator 
Fortunately the system under which our 

fruit is sold through the organisation elimin
ates speculation and enables the financing of 
production to be carried out on a basis of re
sults over an average of years, under the best 
selling arrangements. 

Some remarks by the Hon. P. P. Inchbold 
to the Victorian Legislative Council are of 
interest. Speaking on the aspect of avoidable 
losses made by farmers through speculating 
with their crops he said:-

After a farmer has grown his wheat, he iS 
too often inclined to become a speculator. 
The wheat may be worth J/6 or 4/ a bushel 
at country stations. Mr. Rodda pointed out 
on one occasion that in cne year 2 5,000,000 
bushels of wheat were held in Victoria, and 
that represented £5,000,000 of frozen cur
rency. Such a state of affairs is not good, 
and it is a position which the wheat grower 
must fact. When a man iS a wheat grower 
he should not become a wheat speculator-it 
does not pay. When I was growing the pro
duct I kept a check for II years. I sold my 
harvest in January every year and found that 
I was in pocket for 10 years out of the 11. 
Serious consideration should be given by aU 
wheat growers to that aspect. 
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DRIED FRUITS 
PUBLICITY 

Chairman's Interesting 
Report 

The· chairman of the committee, Mr. Parker 
Moloney, has furnished the following report of 
the August meeting:-

Jvfr. Rumble conducted the Bendigo Show, 
after which he visited the principal t'owns in 
the Northern and North-Eastern parts of 
Victoria. Mr. Mattkews, in accordance with 
the decision of the committee at' its last meet
ing, left Melbourne on November 3 for Tas
mania. Advices received from Tasmania in
dicate a keenness on the part of those concern
ed to co-operate with the committee in its 
efforts to make the itinerary a success. 

DISPLAYS A,T SHOWS 
The Brisbane Show was conducted from 

August 14 to 19 inclusive, and was a pro
nounced success. Over 3,000 samples were 
disposed of for a return of £125/10/6. 

The Albury Show was held during the first 
week in September. Owing to bad weather, 
the attendance showed a marked falling off. 
Notwithstanding this fact, the committee's 
takings of £33/8/9 showed an mcrease on last 
year when the distribution yielded £26/14/. 

The committee arranged two very attrac
tive displays at the Melbourne Royal Show this 
year--one in the Government Pavilion and the 
other in the Hall of Commerce-both of 
which were highly commented upon by visi
tors and the general public. Record sales 
were made at the latter stall, despite the fact 
that, for the first time, sample bags which 
were previously sold for one shilling each 
were disposed of at ninepcnce. The total sales 
realised £423/9/8 as against £335/9/5 in 1938 
and £207/4/11 in 1937. 

The Adelaide Show occupied eight days 
from September 7 to 14 inclusive. Sales 
were highly satisfactory, all stocks of apricots, 
pears and peaches were disposed of in the first 
three days, while the full quantity of prunes 
packed in Adelaide was also sold prior to the 
closing dat·e. The total takings amounted to 
£114/2/6. The secretary of the South Aus-
tralian Board arranged for the packing of 
prunes free of charge. 

APRICOT BOX COVERS 
The new apricot box covers are being issued 

to grocers and have been highly commended 
by those concerned. 

COOKERY BOOKS 
The demand for cookery books is being 

maintained, and the new edition proved very 
popular. At the Melbourne Show approxi
mately 9,500 of these hooks were distributed. 

WINDOW DISPLAYS 

We have been successful in se·curing many 
first-class windows in busy shopping centres 
for exhibits of dried fruits, and displays are 
being shown in- all the capital cities ia the 
Commonwealth and in country districts. 

CHRISTMAS PARCELS OVERSEAS 
Showcases situated at Flinders Street Rail

way Station are being used at the present' time 
by two leading fums to advertise Christmas 
parcels of dried fruits for overseas, satisfactory 
results are reported. 

FILM OF INDUSTRY 
The publicity officers report that' the film of 

the industry is received with gl-eat interest by 
the pupils at the schools. 

THE 1939 CROP 

HEAVY LOSSES TO GROWERS 
The heavy rain following the severe 

heat waves, the cause of so much dam
age, meant a considerable amount of ad
ditional work, not only on the drying 
grounds, but also in the packing houses. 
Most growers are now in possession of 
the full set of charges and it has brought 
home to them just how costly the dam
age has been. 

Deductions for loss in damaged fruit 
ranged from five per cent. to thirty five 
per cent. and over in many cases, at 
charges at from £1/15/ to £4 per ton. 
Much of the fruit in addition to washing 
and dehydration had to be put through 
the machine's several times and subjected 
to severe handpicking. Many growers 
with heavy quantities of this class of 
fruit have had an unpleasant surprise 
upon receipt of their ac~ount. 

Dehydration charges of from 20/ to 
50/ have further increased the burden 
that is s.till further accentuated by the 
preponderance of the lower grades in the 
average growel-'s pack. The most dis
conce·rting feature of the position is the 
realisation that a crop that looked like 
3 0 tons by rack estitriate, has now dwin
dled in actual value, after account'ing 
for all charges, losses and falling o:ff in 
grade, to something in the vicinity of 2 5 
tons. 

Double misfortune followed many 
growers when very severe frosts ap.d hail 
storms accounted for further losses. 
South Australian river areas being par
ticularly unfortunate. 

clllout ~ fwm ~-
CONSULT CANADA'S 

TRADE COMMISSIONER 

{""'IMP ANIES and individuals desiring 
\...;information i>bout imports from Canada 
to Auslralia can secure such from the Cana
dian Government Trade Commissioners' 
Offices in Sydney and Melbourne. These 
offices are maintained to encourage Cana
dian trade with Australia and every possible 
assistance is extended to importers and 
prospective importers. 

CANADIAN 
PRODUCTS 
Tools, ues, ue and tool 
b.mdles, clltllled fish, farming 
machinery, electric and gas 
stoves, dress and furnishing 
materials, oUcloths, brake lin
ings, paper products, soft
wood timber, electric washing 
machines, toys. clocks, 
wab:::hes, etc. 

AUSTRALIA CALLS ! 

How You Can Help 
(Supplied by the Department of Information) 

There are many people in- the COmli1unity 
who still have a confused impression about the 
real functions of the Department of Informa
tion set up by the Commonwealth Government 
under the Minister for Information, Sir Henry 
Gullett. 

In the first place, it &hould be clearly under
stood that the new dep2.rtment is concerned 
only with the- successful prosecution of the 
war, with particular reference to Australia's 
part. 

As the Prime Minister, Mr. Menzies, and Sir 
Henry Gullett have emphasised the depart
ment has not been established to serve any 
political party, but is to do service of a 
na tiona! character. 

In this way the problemtl of the whole com~ 
munity and of Australia concerning the war 
become the problems of the Department of In
formation. 

As Minister, Sir Henry Gullett has appealed 
for the support' of all sections, irrespective of 
Party: or creed, to ensure that the same nat10nal 
unity-displayed in Australia's entry into the 
war is maintained in the prosecution of the 
Conflict. 

Each and every organisation in Australia co
operate in a practical way not only with the 
department, but it can contribute substantial
ly towards Aust'ralia's effort in the successful 
prosecution of the war. 

By providing reliable information, the de
partment is confident of l.eing able to remove 
misunderstandings and thus a vert confusion 
during the present critical period. 

By maintaining the closest contact with the 
department,_ each organisation can assist in a 
notable way. Because of 'their intimate as
sociation with members, organisations are in a 
position readily to advise on questions that re~ 
quire clarification. It is information of this 
character which the department will promptly 
supply, either for publication in the new
papers or joUrnals of organisations, or for use 
at meeting. 

Apy suggestions, either of a publicity or 
other nature, or problems that require solu
tion will receive the careful attention of the 
department. 

To facilitate approach and to ensure smooth 
working, the department seeks the co-operation 
of existing organisational machinery. It_is not 
desired in any way to esta-blish duplicate or
ganisation. 

In the setting up of committees, the Deputy
Direc-tors in each State will pay close atten
tion to community interest, so that groups of 
organisations may work in harmony with the 
department. 

It is desired that in each group a committee 
will function to attend to the requirement's of 
the group. 

Central organisation in the form of a coun
cil representative of the various groups will 
be set up in each State to advise on matters 
of general interest and to deal with important 
questions as they arise. 

The formation of group committees and 
State Councils is merely t'o provide a broad 
basis of organisation through which the de
partment can operate with rapidity on mat
ters of general interest an4 mutual concern. 

In the successful prosecution of the war 
there is an important· function for each indi
vidual .and each organisation to perform. 

No effort, no matter how small it may ap
pear, to ensure victory, will be discouraged. 
That is the _mot'to of the department. 
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Dried Fruits • 
lll New Zealand 

The Position of Tree Fruits 

Policy Not Yet Defined 
The developments in the New Zealand Government's policy of fostering second
ary industries is reported to have had some influence in regard to dried fnrits 
importations to that country. The matter, which has aroused considerable inter
est in the growing areas and the trade, was listed for discussion at the recent 
Federal Council meeting. In a report on the situation, Mr. H. D. Howie, who re
cently returned from the Dominion, stated that the new departure had caused 
some concern. New Zealand was an important market, which consumed approxi
mately 600 tons of dried apricots, 2-300 tons of peaches, 1,250 tons of prunes, 
and about 1 000 tons of, seeded raisins, besides important quantities of sultanas 
and lexias. 

Under the policy of the New Zealand Gov
ernment of fostering the establishment of sec
ondary industries, a company recently erected 
.a- factory outside Wellington with the avowed 
object of catering for the New Zealand trade 
of apricots, peaches, prunes and seeded raisins 
with a l-ocally packed article. Up to date 
prunes have been the main line handled. 

It is generally conceded that the packing, 
handling .and distribution of fruit through 
the Wellington factory will increase the cost 
to the New Zealand public, but evidently this 
aspect is not seriously considered when the es
tablishment of a new industry, however small, 
is involved.-

INVESTIGATING THE POSITION 
At the request of the Board of Management 

I recently visited New Zealand to investigate 
the position firsthand, and pointed out to the 
authorities that under our present system ship
ments were made direct from Australia to the 
various ports in New · Zealand, whereas the 
sUpply of unprocessed fruit to a central fac
torY ·at Wellington would save very little from 
the.· angle of unprocessed fruit in sacks, as com
pared to the fi.ilished article in boxes, but would 
have the big disadv'antag<.. of increasing costs 
to the public, due to the cost of handling the 
fruit in a:rid QUt of the factory and subsequent 
distribution to various parts of the Dominion:. 

The official reply to this statement was to 
point out that Australia had not been able to 
incr~ase her secondary industfies without in 
some cases at least increasing cost of atticles 
produced to the puhlic, and likewise they could 
not expect to establish their 'secondary indus
tries without cost. 

We were concerned whether a monopoly 
would be created, but I was assured if any 
other company was prepared to provide the 
necessary capltaJ the way would be open·. Such 
is the ·position as it exists today. 

POLICY NOT YET DEFINED 
Representatives of the company, who 

have ·alreac/ y erected the factory at W el
lington, claim it is the policy of the New 
Zealand Government to only allo·w the 
importation of unprocessed apricots and 
prunes, but if, is intended to extend 
the same procedure to lexias, with a view 
to developing seeding of raisins locally. So 
far no communication has been received 
from the .New Zealand 'Government ;.n.

dicating its wishes or intentions in the 
matter. 
The manager of the packing company re

cently visited Australia, and at an interview 
with our secretary expressed the desire to work 
with the association, and stated only in the 
event of supplies being refused from Australia 
would consideration be given to importations 
from California, in which case it would be 
necessary to approach the Government to have 
the fruit admitted free of duty. 

VINE FRUITS 
In regard to vine fruits, Mr. Howie said, in 

reply to several questions, that there should not 
be any reduction in the volume of our sales, as 
even if the packing company referred to was 
to have a monopoly of imports we were likely 
to be its main source of supply. There was, 
however, the question as to whether increased 
prices to the pu'blic would lessen consumption. 
In prunes, he added, this development would 
make a difference. He could not see ·how 
Californian would affect the position to any 
extent. 

Dealing with prohibited imports, :rvir. Howie 
said that the list recently published· did not 
include dried fruits, but many so-called "lux
ury lines" were forbidden. 

Asked if, in view of the possibility of 
the new comjxmy not being able to pro
duce such a good quality seeded raisht, 
such as was supplied from Australia where 
the """"Y technical difficulties of process
ing had been overcome, would a serious 
falling off in demand result, the speaker 
said that the position could arise. 
Regarding a suggestion that, in the event of 

the new company becoming successfully estab
lished, duties from certain articles might be 
reriloved · altogether, and that' it might be 
worth while to consider the establishment of 
our own factory, Mr. Howie said that, until 
the New Zealand Government had defined its 
policy the poSition wa:s uncertain as far as the 
outcome of the suggested action. 

APRICOTS 
Mr. A. ]. Chapman (Angaston) asked if 

the board considered whether the margin of 
preference we had on apricots (2d per lb.) 
would permit us, in the event of having to 
supply dry pack and allow for over-run, to 
compete with California. The question was 
answered by Mr. H. R. Jones, who said that 
American holders recently withdrew prices for 
apricots, peaches· and pears from publication in 
trade journals. Latest quotations available, 
however, on the present exchange rate of the 
American dollar, showed a small margin in our 
favor on our last year's prices, subject' to the 
American: fruit paying a duty of 2d per lb., 
the margin being between Okd and Ofd per lb. 
It seems ,impossible at present to say whether 
Californian prices are going to rise sharply in 
the near future. (Note: Smce the meeting the 
Californian prices have· recently eased). 

THE GENERAL POSU10N 
Mr. E. ]. Roberts: The position generally 

does not appear likely to reduce the impor
tations. 

Mr. Howie: Unless on account of increased 
costs reducing the demand. 

Mr Jones added that even if the New Zea
land consumption is reduced, so long as we 
can maintain our position in the New Zealand 
trade there is a considerable margin between 

IS, 

the quantity we supply and New Zealand total 
consumption. In seeded raisins, for exaniple, 
Australia is only supplying New Zealand With. 
600 tons per year, compared with its total 
consumption of approximately 1000 tons. 
There is at present' no indication that New 
Zealand is going to cut out supplies from Aus
tralia in favor of importations from California, 
except where we cannot supply. 

The report was adopted and delegates eX
pressed appreciation of the action taken to 
watch the position. It was considered that the 
explanations would be of satisfactory interest 
to growers. 

CURRANT GRADES FROM 
M.F. TO 5 CROWN 

An Interesting Discussion 
Some interesting points on the extens10n of 

currant grades from M.F. to 5-crown were 
made at the recent conference of the associ
ation. They are published as recorded in the 
minutes, the motion being "That the range of 
currant grades be extended from M.F. : to 5 ~ 
crown." 

In opening the discussion Mr. H. D. Bowie 
said that at present 2-crown currants represent 
too wide a range. It would be better if we 
extended the grades to 5 -crown and, instead 
of having 2a and 2b, 2-crown would.·then con
sist of 2b fruit, 2a would be 3-crown, the 
present 3 -crown would be· 4-crown, and the 
4-crown a 5 -crown. Some packers do not 
separate 2-crown into a and b. At present it 
is difficult to get the differential for 2a and 
2 b on the overseas markets. 

Mr. E. D. Sims (seconding): While there 
may be difficulties under this proposal in 
matching up samples, we believe that :.n two 
or three years we will arrive at a fair range 
of samples. There is very little premium to 
be obtained overseas on 2a fruit, which has to 
be sold "in Australia as 2-crown. We do not 
expect any difficulty with the Department of 
Co_mmerce in putting this proposal into effect. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom: The biggest per
centage of 4-crown currants we· have had since 
1925 was 26.3 per cent. in one State only in: 
1938- In the last three- years, 1936, 1937, 
193 8, neither in Victoria, South Aust"ralia:, nor 
New South Wales has there been one ton of 
4-crown. Now you want the 4-crown put up 
to 5-crown. 

Mr. J. R. Jemison: The propo"'l might be 
submitted to a commiLtee to draft a recom
mendation. I am not suggesting that we ask 
the Depart'ment of Commerce to describe the 
grade. At first I was not in favor of it, and 
now I am h~lf way. The difficulty w11l be ro 
define the 3 -crown, and set the standard. With 
dl due respect to 1v1r. Winterbottom, we can 
produce quite nice currants under the proper 
condtions. If we are not going to get the 
grower more money, we will do ·little good by 
changing to another grade. 

Graded currants and currants in sweats are 
two different things. You may find that a 
currant that looks quite nice in the ~weat 
realises £1 to £2 a ton less than one that did 
not look so well, as the large currant is fav
ored in the London market, where a big per
centage of our fruit finds its sale. We have 
had· cases where 40 per cent. of the currants 
has gone over the· 9/3 2 riddle, and in others 
not 20 per cent. would go over, and yet both 
were classed in the same crown grade. The 
currant is the most difficult fruit the packer 
has to de·al with. 

I have grave doubts as to the effect of the 
proposal in actual practice. It may be found 
that some of the fruit that has been put into 
2-crown was only a high 1-crown. In some 
districts the 2-crown is called a basic grade, 
and everyone has tried to get that grade. In 
some p3cking houses some of this fruit has 
gone into ·2-crown only because it had a black 

·"'"~ 
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The N yah .. W oorinen Research Committee 
color, although it was so raw-boned that if it 
had been sized out a good proportion would 
have found its way into M.F. This proposal 
is going to give some headaches to those who 
have to pick samples. 

Mr. Howie: The Board did not expect to 
put this into effect without some negotiations 
beforehand. 

Mr. E. J. Roberts: The growers have been 
losing money because too much fruit has been 
going into the one grade. I am sure that you 
will be able to get a lot of 2-crown fruit into 
3-crown, and a little of 1-crown into 2-crown, 
and similarly a little of what is now plain into 
1-crown, and this will probably mean that the 
grower will get £1 a ton more for his currants. 
Every inspector seems to be trying to get a 
better quality of currant turned out under his 
supervision than the inspector at another 
packing house is doing. If you give the in
specters another grade to work on, the actual 
realisations will be the best part of £1 a ton 
higher. 

Conference then agreed: "That the Board 
of Management be asked to negotiate with the 
Department of Commerce for an extension of 
the range of currant grades, to include 5-
crown, the suggestion being to lift the best of 
the 2-crown into 3-crown, leaving the bulk of 
the 3 -crown to be graded as 4-crown, and the 
present 4-crown as 5-crown." 

REPRESENTATION FOR 
GROWERS' NOMINEE 

Association Rules Amended 
At the Federal Council meeting ·the rules of 

the association were amended as follow.-

((Any grower may, with the approval of the 
executive of his branch, appoint any person, 
not necessarily a grower, to represent him at 
any meeting of the members of such branch, 
and such appointee, until his appointment shall 
be revoked, shall be entitled to notice of meet
ings and to attend and vote thereat. Any ap
pointment or removal under this rule shall be 
effected by notice in writing under the hand 
of the grower concerned addressed to secretary 
or president of the branch. Any person so 
appointed shall be eligible to hold office in his 
branch, and to act as a growers' representative, 
branch representative, or representative of a 
District Council at any meetings of a District 
Council, State Conference or Federal Council 
as if he himself were a grower." 

Speaking on the matter Red Cliffs delegates 
informed the conference that they were parti
cularly desirous of amending the rules to over
come an anomaly that had become apparent 
in the past year. Under the rules of th(; asso
ciation it was possible for a non-grower to be 
appointed by the will of growers as their re
presentative on any executive of the A.D.F.A., 
and yet that appointee would have no power 
to assume the full rights of a grower. 

There were several out::;tanding instances of 
the necessity for an amendment-one in parti~ 
cular being that of the son of a totally inca
pacitated grower, whose father had expressed 
a wish for him to exercise his rights as a mem
ber. Several instances of widows desirmg the 
same purpose were mentioned. 

It was considered that growers in such a 
category were at a disadvantage from the full 
rights of membership were they not able t'o 
be represented adequately. An important fea
ture of the question was the des1rability of ab
sorbing intere·sted younger men who were as~ 
suming the responsibilities of the properties 
concerned, into the affairs of the industry. 

Remarkable Progress to Improve Production 

A MODEL OF COMMUNITY EFFORT 
The personnel of this committee are to be congratulated on the remarkable 
progress made in the scheme to improve the production and quality of the dis
trict pack. The ·district growers, too, are to be commended for the co-oper
ative spirit behind their willingness to pay a levy from fheir fruit to maintain 
the scheme. 
'During a recent visit to the demonstration plot, an abandoned block purchased 
by the committee, known as 38H, astonishing results were shown, particularly 
in the condition of the vines on land that is yet to be drained when compared 
with the intervening check plot. 
A particular feature of the work and trials being conducted is the various forms 
of T trellis and the high trellis-some seven feet for table grapes. Several in
genious methods of staying trellis were shown and these are we!I worth enquiry 
by settlers. 

The committee, Messrs. P. T. Byrnes, Chair
man; R. C. Polkinghorne, J. J. Richardson, 
G. Miles, R. Erck, A. H. Cox, and A. Erskine, 
is supplemented by members of the several 
Government departments involved in the in
dustry, and works in close collaboration with 
the Merbein Research Station through Messrs. 
A. Y.. Lyon and D. Walters. 

Demonstration and observation plots .ue 
maintained at other parts of Woorinen and at 
Nyah, Koraleigh and Goodnight. These were 
visited by Dr. Richardson, of C.S.l.R., Mr. 
Commissioner Hanslow, of the S.R.W.S.C., 
and departmental officers of agriculture. After 
a civic reception by the Swan Hill municipal
ity, a large audience of growers was addressed 
by Dr. Richardson and Commissioner Hans
low, followed by an interesting treatise on. dis
trict problems by Mr. A. V. Lyon. 

The following are extracts from the eightil 
annual report on the operations of the Com
mittee both in the field of experiment and in 
service to the settlements it represents. 

WOORINEN DRAINAGE SYSTEM 
A sub-committee of the Woorinen A.D.F.A. 

has acted in close conjunction with the State 
Rivers since the scheme was adopted. About 
98 per cent. of the settlers signed the agree
ment to contribute £2/IO/- per acre to the 
cost of external drains. During the year various 
modifications of the original plans were made, 
and the open cuts replaced by sealed pipes m 
a great length of main drains. Construction IS 

well advanced and some laterals have been 
done so that already some growers have been 
able to proceed with tile drainage. A sum of 
£15,000 was applied for advances to growe1s 
for internal drainage, and £3000 of this bas 
already been spent. 

NYAH DRAINAGE SYSTEM 
The C.S. & I.R. investigations and the St'ate 

River·s Survey culminated in the placing be
fore the Nyah growers a comprehensive sub
surface drainage scheme to cost about £60,000. 
This will provide drainage outfalls at depths 
for internal drains to the requirements of the 
various soil types. 

A public meeting was addressed by Mr. Rog
erson, of the S.R.W.S.C., who outlined the 
scheme that, with some modifications, was ap
proved by the C.S.I.R. This was adopted, and 
a committee was elected to go into details. A 
contribution of £5 per acre is being asked from 
each land-holder towards the cost of the main 
drains. 

As we were disturbed by the position as re~ 
gards drainage of heavy soils, which is still a 
subject of inquiry by our committee, we called 
a meeting of C.S. & I.R. and departmental 
experts to discuss the matter. Mr. D. Walters' 
~xperiments disclosed that up to date there has 
been Very little response to dainage by t'hese 

heavier soil types such as Beverford Clay Loarr.•. 
M:r. ]. Penman suggested a series of inquine5. 
for the coming year, including a survey of af
fected vines where drains have been installed 
in order to provide a more detailed examination 
of the question. This has already been com
menced. 

LO,T 38H WOORINEN 
This observation block has again made good 

progress, but it is imperative that drams 
should he installed. 

The crop showed well at the conunencement. 
of the season, but during the heat wave when 
the vines went ten days overtime for water 
in the peak of the heat, there was much fruit. 
spoiled on the heavy ground, and at least one
third of the crop was lost. During the year 
a third rack was built and a further area of 4 
acres prepared for planting. 

The currant vines have now improved so 
much that this year Mr. D. Walters will use 
them for experiments. Mr. D. D. Brown has 
set out a series of trellising experiments for 
Ohanez and Walthams, inCluding overhead 
trellises. 

The general appearance of the block is ex
cellent. The only reason that makes drainage 
necessary is the lay-out of the old vines. The1e 
is very light soil at the top of the rows, chang
ing to very heavy soil at the bottom, malong 
it impossible to adequately water the vines 
without aggravating the water table in the 
upper portions. Mr. Hatfield has agam acted 
as supervisor for the committee and regular 
monthly meetings are held. A series of trel
lising experiments on the lines suggested by 
Dr. Barnard has been set out. 

MANURIAL TRIALS A.T GOODNIGHT 
Mr. Oldham continued his trials at Good

night on the property of Mr. Williams, where 
a comprehensive study of various fertilisers 
has been in progress for some years. 

The heat wave and subsequent rains dis
turbed the experiment, but sufficient data 1s 
available to show that the plots receiving nitro
gen were again in the fore-front in regards 
yields. 

INDIVIDUAL REPORTS 
lt has become the custom for growers who 

have problems to discuss to get in touch with 
this committee and -ask for advice. Some of the 
problems put forward, though apparently 
simple, are in reality very complicated. Messrs. 
Walt"ers and Polkinghorne this year visited 40 
individual growers, and in each case :Mr. Wal
ters made out a special report. In many ~,;.asc· 
soil analyses were made and forwarded. The 
great majority of these cases is where vines 
are losing vigor and the requests come from 
<!ll parts of the district. 

HARVEST PROBLEMS 
The 1938-39 season presented an entirely 
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different set of problems, due to the combina· 
tions of a prolonged dry spell, a heat wave, 
and heavy r.ains during harvest. It has lonb 
been recognised that the Nyah-Woorinen d!S
trict has produced a certain definite type of 
fruit which was commanding a ready sale be
·cause it filled the requirements of certatn mat
kets. The standard mixed dip-caust1c sod.-l, 
carbonate of potash, and olive oil at a temptr
ature of about 18 5 de g. F.-has been used to 
process this fruit. In Mildura, and in .1 

lesser degree South Australia, the dominant 
harvest process is the cold dip-carbonate of 
potash and olive oil. This process gives a 
lighter color and a different type to the hot 
dip. 

There has been considerable research at the 
Merbein Station into methods of perfecting 
the cold dip under Mr. Orton. Reports ot 
Mr. Orton's work have been available to tne 
industry, and in view of the <}.dvantages rc· 
-pilted to be possessed by the cold dip, we in
vited Mr. Orton to visit this district and IC· 

pott after an inspection. 
This committee was reluctant to recom· 

mend change·s in dipping processes. Pre!.eni. 
methods were apparently well adapted to the 
type of fruit grown here. Mildura fruit ap· 
parently -gave excellent results with the cold 
dip, and the dipping methods employed in tht: 
cold dip reducing harvesting costs. There was 
no information to prove that the cold dip 
would be equally successful here, taking ini.V 
consideration climatic and other differences. 

1v1r. Orton visited us just prior to harvest 
and made an inspection of vines in N y a.h, 
Woorinen and T resco. He was equally reluc
tant to recommend a change and advised fur
ther experiments. 

On February 28th torrential rains fell and 
the drying of sultanas became· very difficult. 
In the humid conditions that followed, mould 
developed on the fruit on the vines and on the 
racks. 

Previous Mildura experience favored the usc 
of the cold dip under similar conditions, and 
after going into the matter fully at a meeting 
of growers and packers it was decided to make 
all the information in regard to the cold d1p 
available to ._growers and to recommend its. use 
on a limited scale. In order to gain infor
mation which would be of advantage in future 
years, Mr. D. D. Brown (Department of Agri
culture) was asked to keep close observation 
in the field on those who used the cold dip 
and .report. 

There were heavy losses of fruit durin~~ the 
season, artificial drying in dehydrators had to 
be resorted to and all. sultanas picked after 
February 28 were of low grade. 

Under such conditions no harve·sting pro
cess could give good results as the sultanas 
were so damaged that the problem became one 
of salvage and of saving the crop from com
plete loss. At the close of the season Mr. 
Brown presented a re"port in which he sta~s 
that under the conditions prevailing the cold 
dip was not a success. Practically every growt<r 
who used it stated that he would not do so 
again- and preferred --the standard mixed dip 
under similar conditions. Prior to next har
vest a statement will be issued tO growe1s 
combining the information gained by 1v1r. 
Brown this season with reports of work done 
in previous years, in order that full informa
tion may be available to growers. 

MERBEIN ADVISORY COMMITEE 
Messrs. Byrnes and Grundy, who are ap

pointed to the advisory committee to the Mcr
bein Research Station attended the meetings 
in NOvember and May. The various officers 
at the Station presented reports on their woJ;"k. 
A most interesting discussion was had ~ith Dr. 
Barn,g_rd, who was- sent abroad ~by the 
C.S. & I.R., and who gained considerable in
formation on the modern trend in viticultural 
work. His report is of great value and future 
experiments are based on his experience. It 
was suggested by our delegates that the indus-

try would be well served if Mr. A .. V. Lyon 
(officer in charge of the Merbein Station) 
were sent on a similar trip to complete the 
obsevations of Dr. Barnard. 

C.S.LR. INVESTIGATIONS 
The work for this year includes: Zante cur

rant trials at :M:r. Sutton's, Vinefera, manur~ 
ial trials at Mr. Polkinghorne's, drainage in
vestigations on a number of plots, fresh grape 
trials on 3 8H, at Mr. Gammon's, and at Tres
co, trellising test and problems of individuals. 
A pruning, did-bunching and trellising trial 
is being laid out at Mr. Caffrey's at Woorinen, 
and irrigation investigations are being made at 
Koraleigh (Bungunyah). 

BROADCAST TALKS AT HARVEST 
TIME 

By courtesy of 3 SH Wireless Broadcasting 
Station at Swan Hill, a series of broadcasts 
was giv€:n each week during harvest time by 
Messrs. Lyon and Walters, of Merbein Research 
Station, and Messrs. Palmer, Grundy and 
Byrnes, of this committee. We are indebted to 
the· management of 3 SH for their kindness. 

MANURIAL TRIALS 
Attention is again drawn to the work done 

on Mr. Polkirighorne's property at Woorinen 
by Mr. D. W. Walters, of the Merbein Re
search Station. 

This trial is now in its sixth year. Since 
the construction of the special drying rack on 
Lot 38H at Woorinen, which enables us to 
dry the fruit singly of each of the 3 84 vines 
in t~e trial, exact results are obtained. 

For the type of soil under examination, it is 
noticeable that nitrogenous manures are the 
only ones to give any increase in yield, but 
the -differences between the best treated and 
the worst treated vines in the plot are not very 
great. It: is difficult to influence y1elds on 
healthy vines in good soil to any marked extent 
by a manurial program. Nitrogen in the 
form of sulphate of ammonia at 4-cwt. per 
acre gives ·an increased yield of 9 per cent. 
over vines re·ceiving none. This increase ts 
small, but pro£table and consistent. 

Dr. Barnard's observations abroad as repoiL
ed to the Merbein Station lead us to believe 
that the modern trend in trellising, which auns 
at admitting the maximum of light and air to 
the fruit, will influence the Beaume. 

This committee therefore accepts the view 
advanced by Mr. A. V. Lyon, M.Sc., of the 
C.S. & I.R. that probably the greatest value in 
fertiliser for vines is in the maintenance of 
fertility, vigor and yield 

.This committee· has therefore repeated its 
advice to growers in a bulletin urging ( 1) 
the sowing of tick beans in the vine rows; ( Z) 
application of superphosphate to· 4-cwt. per 
acre (sulphate of ammonia may be added with 
advantage) when sowing the be·ans; (3) ap
plication of 1 to 2-cwt. of sulphate of am
monia in the spring. Potash, if used, should 
be sown with the tick beans. 

It is possible -also that times. and methods ot. 
irrigation m.J.y have an effect on maturity. A 
comprehensive list of field trials has therefore 
been designed, on 12 sites at Nyah, Woorincn, 
Goodnight and Tresco, as well as those at Lot 
3 8H, in which vines will be pruned to the 1 
piece trellis and the results carefully analysed. 

This will be linked up with the control of ir
rigations, especially the pre-harvest watering. 

THANKS AND APPRECIATION 
We wish to record our thanks to Common

wealth Fertilisers Ltd., Pacific Potash Ltd., and 
Nitrogen Fertilise·rs Ltd. for their donations of 
fertilisers, and the State Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission for remission of water 
rates. The State Rivers has again assisted us 
by exempting Lot 3 8H from the acreage pay
ment towards the· drainage scheme. 

We also desire to thank the Mid-11urray 
District Council for assistance during Dr. 
Ri.chardson's visit, the Woodinen branch of the 
A~D.F.A. for assistance during Mr. Orton's 
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visit, and Station 3SH Swan Hill for use of 
their wireless station during harvest. 

VITICULTURAL WORK 
Mr. A. V. Lyon, M.Sc., has drawn up a pro

gra:!lli!le of investigations designed to take up 
the enquiries into the ripening of grapes m 

.this district, which were curtailed after the 
frost of 1935. 

This committee drew attention at the com
men"'cenient of its work to the low level of 
mat-urity reached by our sultanas. Mr. Walters 
reports that "the district average at the end of 
February has exceeded 12 deg. Beaume on 
only one occasion-in 193 8. It will be remem
bered that the 193 8 season produced a record 
high yield in tonnage, and also high quaL.ry 
fruit. The advantages of increased maturity in 
the grapes are therefore obvious. 

MERBEIN GROWERS' 
UNION 

. Report Of Year's Work 
This very active branch of the A.D.F.A. is 

so constituted to cover -activi:ttes other than 
those that are distinctly association matters. 

In outlining the work ci the committee for 
the year, the chairman, Mr. A. Rawlings, after 
welcoming the chairman of the Association, 
Mr. H. D. Howie, and Mr. P. Malloch, a re
port of whose remarks appears in this issue, 
said that the branch had experienced a busy 
term. A lot of the work was concerned 
with matters of drainage and· water supply 
charges. Outlining these features, Mr. Raw
lings said that the union had investigated the 
details of the drainage rate, which was in the 
vicinity ·of £2,000 per_ annum. The State 
Rivers and Water Supply Commission bad as
sured the committee that it had no intention 
of collecting other than the actual ani.ount 
required for maintenance of the system, plus 
one per cent. depreciation. The Unxon had 
stressed the need for a minimum of costs to 
growers and had made suggestions as 1.0 how 
economies might be effected. 

WATER CHARGES 
In regard to water charges, the Union had 

taken steps to protest against the water charge 
of £3/2/6 per acre for six irrigations per an
num. The settlement had been ·supplied with 
six wate'rings at a cost of £3/1/9 per acre, and, 
in view of the fact that the Capital indebted
ness of the settlement had been written down 
by approximately 75 per cent., water rates 
should be reduced in keeping with reduced in
terest charges. The present syste·m was 
wrong in that all money received was paid into 
consolidated revenue, and the Commission 
then had to make application for certain mon
ies for maintenance and the like, the money 
made available being at the discretion of the 
Treasury. 

Grower representatives had pr~sented a 
case to the Minister· in -regard to the system 
oi payments of water-- rates (reported in an
ether column) and as yet no decision had been 
notified to the Union. 

A.D.F.A. MATTERS 
Dealing with Association activities of the 

Union, Mr. Rawlings outlined the work of the 
committee in this regard, st'ating that the 
matters placed on the agenda for the Federal 
Council would be discussed when the full 
minutes were available. 

The committee had assisted with arrange
ments for a £eld day at the Merbein Research 
Station, and was of the opinion that these 
visits were of far reaching value. 

The finances of the branch were sound and 
were being used to meet the policy of the 
Union-to care for the general interests of the 
settlers in the several appropriate avenues in
volving their weHare. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 
It was agreed that some compensatiOn be 
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made from branch funds to the members of 
the Water Advisory Board, whO gave a con~ 
siderable amount of time to this important 
matter. 

Mr. R. M. Voullaire satd he understood that 
when Australian dried fruits reached the ulti
mate retailers in Great Britain stocks would be 
blended, the grades being mixed. There· was a 
danger that the British housewife would be
come used to a blended, mottled type, and this 
might enable Australia's <.ompetitors to come 
in later on after the war had concluded. 

During the discussion that followed it was 
pointed out the quality must be maintained 
by the Australian grower, and that the diffe
rentiation in grades, with accompanying price 
enhancements, would obtain for the 1940 
crop. 

It was decided that a postal ballot should be 
held for the election of the incoming commit
te·e. Five committee-men retired-Messrs. 
E. 'IV. Smith, D. A.: Walters, J. C. Thompson, 
G. L. Hardie and L. G. Lloyd. Messrs. Hardie 
and Lloyd did not seek re-election, but Messrs. 
Smith, Walters and Thompson re-nominated, 
additional nominations being Messrs. L. G. 
Cameron, A. R. McDougall, E. W esthead and 
H. S. Geddes (since withdrawn) . 

ADVERTISING IN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM 

During the evening, Mr. E. J. Casey, a 
member of the Export Control Board, exhibit
ed a portfolio of photographs showing the 
methods adopted by the board, through Mr. 
Hyland, in advertising our fruit. 

FOOD RELIEF IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

ln. view of the immense surplus of fndt 
held in the G<Wernment pools of ap proxi
mately. 90,000 short tons,. and the neces
sity of utilising a big proportion of it in 
non-competitive food relief schemes, the 
deve.loprn,ents .tq date are of interest m
wfar as the handling of this fruit in the 
proper way has an immense bearing on tbe 
stability of the world's markets. Some 
600,000 pounds of frrunes are involved 
as well as la<ge quantities of most of the 
staple commodities. 

Complaints from retailers to the effect that 
thbt'Ood distribution system permitted a seri
ous upset of normal trading and legitim.ite 
consumption, . brought about an alteration ot 
the procedure. Under the new plan the goods 
will go through the regular channels of trade 
and the Government will pay the retailers for 
the stamps they accept from the reliefees for 
food purchases. 

As. now arranged, relief payments can be 
made to recipients partially in stamps which 
they can use at grocery stores for food, anci 
where they elect to receive part of their money 
in these stamps, will be given 50 per cent. 
additional stamp purchasing power for surplus 
foods (as periodically designated by the De
partment) bought at retail, thus augmenting 
their relief payments. 

Aside from the detail in the Government 
clerical end of the matter, the advantag·e to 
food producers and distributors is that the 
purchases will be made at regular retail prices 
through the usual channels of trade, rather 
than competing with the latter as under the 
previous method of Government food· distri
bution. This is a step in the right direction, of 
course, and something -similar should always 
have prevailed, as we have a number of times 
over the recent years suggested. 

Secretary Wallace has announced frOm 
Washington that a limited number of cities of 
50,000 population and up will be- selected 1n 
various areas as experimental starts to develop 
the practicability of the plan. 

THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

Annual Report Shows 
Satisfactory Position 

The outstanding feature of the report 
for the year ended FebrU<~ry, 1939, is the 
recently amended dried fruits legislation, 
which, though not similar m detail to that 
of other States recently passed, is very sat
isfactory in general principles. Extracts 
from the report that are of immediate in
t.nest to tbe industry are set out below. 
It might be noted that the report loses a 
lot of its value by being released at web" 
long p.riod after the close of the official 
·year, and for this reas01'J. a good deal of it 
has to be omitted. 

After dealing with the 193 8 harvesting con
ditions and production figures, the report sets 
out' the export position on lines similar to 
those reported through the Export Control 
Board .. 

AMENDED LEGISLATION 
At a meeting of the Australian Agricultural 

Council held at Canberra in May, 1938, con
siderable attention was given by State and 
Federal Ministers t'o the dangerous position of 
the industry. The effect of the· Privy (;oun
cil judgment which invalidated the Common
wealth Dried Fruits Act 1928-3 5, thus impair
ing effective control of the marketing of dried 
fruit, was fully appreciated by. the Council, 
which passed a resolution recommending the 
Governments of the producing States to 
amen-d their Dried Fruits Acts with a view to 
making them uniform and also to provide for 
the annual licensing of packing houses and for 
renewals or transfers of such licences t'o be in 
the sole discretion of 1:he Governor-in-Council. 

The Government was advised that a short 
amendin.g Act reserving to . the Board wider 
powers of regis.tration of pa~king· houses and 
of dealers, was all that was necessary to imple
ment the recommendations of the Australian 
Agricultural Council. An amending Act was 
passed late in the year 193 8, and this legisla
tion marks a further stage in the progress of 
the· dried fruits industry. 

INTERSTATE CO-ORDINATION 
Close co-ordination in the work of the 

boards of other States is maintaine4 through 
the Consultative Committee which consists of 
the chairman of each State Board. The func
tions of the committee are· merely advisory 
and consist in making recommendations to the 
several boards on mat'ters where uniformity is 
considered essential. These include the fixing 
of home consumption quotas, the rate of the 
annual contributions by growers and the 
making of regulations. 

The Eighth General Conference of Boards 
of the producing States was held in Sydney in 
May, 193 8, when all boards were represented. 

PUBLICITY 
The Board's publicity activities are undeY 

the control of the Publicity Committee, the 
personnel of which is identical with the Con
sultative Committee, with the addition of the 
Chairman of the Australian Dried Fruits As
sociation (Mr. H._D. Howie). 

.The net expenditure of the publicity com
mittee for the financial year 1938-39 was 
£4,485/11/7, to which the Board contributed 
£750. 

The advertising programme of the publicity 
committee covers all Stat'es in the Common~ 
wealth and is varied in character. 

CULTURAL PRACTICES 
The programme for improved cultural prac

tices in the non-irrigated areas where currant 
vines have shown a declining tendency has 
been extended to ·prune cultivation. The sub-

stantial proportion .of small sized prunes of a 
count of 120 and over to- the pound weight 
produced in South Australia has proved a dis
turbing element in the marketing of prunes, 
and as a result of representations by the other 
States, as well as by leading distributors and 
retailers, the Board at le·ngth decided to re~ 
commend the Government to make a regula
tion eliminating from the market all prunes of 
a count of 120 and over to the pound. Un
favorable cl:ma'!:ic conditions, both in this State 
and in New South Wales, however, immedi
ately followed the Board's decision, and in 
compliance with the earnest request of grow
ers' organisatiOns, it was finally agreed to post
pone until the year 1940 the proposal for elim
ination of the small prune. 

The board is continuing its efforts to im
prove the general quality of prunes, and is in 
collaboration with -a specially appointed re
search officer of the Department of Agricul
ture, whose salary and expenses are being sub
sidized by the board. 

The investigations of the Research Officer 
up to the present suggest that the problem is 
created by low rainfall in those areas which 
produce the greater part of the annual prune 
yield. 

INVESTIGATION WORK 
The work of investigation is in the hands of 

two expert officers, and as the. result of con
st'ant vigilance there is an appreciable diminu
tion in the number of prosecutions for at
tempts at unlawful trading. Only one com
plaint was laid in respect to the year 1938, and 
a conviction was secured. 

The board reports with regret the· death in 
September, 1938, of Mr. R. G. Birt, semor in
vestigation officer, who had rendered faithful 
and valuable service to the Board for nearly 
ten years. 

Mr. J. E. Noblet, a former inspector of 
police, has been appointed to the vacancy. 

FURTHER PLANTINGS 

The danger of opening up furthe·r areas for 
the plantings of dried vine fruits until such 
time as overseas markets are more favorable, 
has been constantly brought under the notice 
of the Governments of the producing States. 

The Australian Agricultural Council at its 
meeting at Canberra in May, 1938, gave seri
ous consideration to this danger and recom
mended the appointment of an expert Com
mit'tee representative of the Commonwealth 
Department of Commerce, State Departments 
of Agriculture, and State Irrigation authorities 
to investigate the question as to the best means 
the water under control of the States could be 
utilized. 

The committee which will .report to the 
council has since been appointed and is now 
functioning. 

Note.-This article had to be held over from 
the October issue due to the fact that we had 
not received the complete report at time of 
publication. 

FERTILISER SUBSI.DY IAPPLICAA'IONS 
Under Commonwealth legislation a subsidy 

of 10/ per ton, to a maximum of 10 tons, is 
payable to primary producers who used ferti
liser during the 12 months ended June 30, 
1939, in the production of primary produce 
other than wheat. A subsidy at the same rate, 
and subject to similar limitation, is payable to 
approved organisations which supplied fertiliser 
without charge to primary producers, either 
for experimental purposes or as a measure of 
relief in cases of distress. 

Application for the subsidy must be lodged 
with the secretary, Department of Commerce, 
on or before January 31, 1940. Forms on 
which application should be made by primary 
produce-rs are available at post offices or may 
be obtained on application to the Department 
of Commerce. 
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EXPORT CONTROL BOARD 
A Comprehensive R'eport 

The Menace of Over~Production 

A W ell~Organised Industry 
The report of the Board for the year ended June 30 is notable for the lucid ex
planation of the position in regard to the dangers of over-production, in a let
ter to the Han. the Minister of Commerce, Senator Geo. McLeay. Executives of 
growers are aware of the work done by the Board in the big task of control[ng 
the disposal of our export, and, in particular, of the difficulties that were over
come in connection with the marketing of the 1938 record crop. 

An appreciative acknowledgement of the value of the Board was made recently 
in the Federal !House by Senator McLeay, when speaking of the negotiations 
leading to the acquisition of our surplus by the British Government. He said 
that the gre,.test expedition was made possible by the fact that the dried fruits 
industry was so organised that the Government had been able to make immedi
ate and complete contact with it through the Export Control Board. This had 
not been posslble in regard to ce,rtain other exporting industries. 

The report, which includes much valuable 
statistical information states:-

The biennial election of the members repre
senting Victoria ( 2), South Australia ( 1), 
Western Australia (1), and New South Wales 
( 1) resulted in the election of the {allowing 
gentlemen: Mr. A. Yates, O.B.E. ("Western 
Australia, unopposed); Mr. L. McLeud (New 
South Wales, unopposed); Mr. H. D. Howie. 
(South Australia, unopposod); Mr. P. Malloch 
(Victoria); Mr. E. J. Casey (Victoria). 

Members nominated by the Government of 
the Commonwealth: Mr. W. C. F. fhomas, 
C.B.E. (Chairman of the Board), Mr. ]. B. 
Murdoch, and Mr Alex. F. Bell, C.M.G. 

DEATH OF MR. A. L. JOHNSTONE 
The Board- desires to place on record its re

gret that Mr. Arthur L. Johnstone, of Mil
dura, who was elected to the Board during 
1925, passed away on October 24, 1938 1 as the 
result of an accident While returning from 
meetings of the Board at Melbourne. 

The late Mr. Johnstone had been for many 
years the chairman of directors of the Mildura 
Co-operative Fruit CO. Ltd., and in addition 
was a pioneer of the industry, carrying on one 
of the largest individual holdings in MJdura, 
and was thoroughly versed in every phase of 
the dried fruits industry m Australia. 

During his membership of the Board he con
tributed of his wide experience to problems 
affecting the export of dried fruits from the 
Commonwealth. His loss is felt deeply by his 
colleagues with whom he had been associated 
since the inception of the Board. 

PRODUCTION 
The estimated production for the year 1939 

is 72,000 tons. For comparison is shown the 
production recorded throughout the Common
wealth during the past 14 years:-

Tons 
2240lb. 

1925 37,217 1926 

Tons 
2240lb. 
3 5,032 

1927 5 5,201 1928 31,850 
1929 71,723 1930 72,194 
1931 . 50,5 49 1932 5 8,501 
193 3 77,832 1934 69,591 
193 5 66,904 1936 62,942 
1937 71,219 1938 91,687 

Adverse seasonal conditions had an effect on 
the production of 1939. A fall of practically 
20,000 tons will be noted in comparing the 
harvests of 1938 and !939. 

During the critical months the dry weather 
conditions which had so adversely affected the 
pastoral and agricultural industries in South 
Australia, Victoria and New South Wales were 
eminently favorable ~o the production of dried 
fruits. From November I, 193 8, to the end 
of February, 1939, conditions could not have 
been more favo.rable', and it was confidently 
predicted that the harvest would not only be 
the highest on record, but also of the highest 
grade. 

Under these conditions the crop of currants 
was gathered and resulted in outstanding qua
lity and of more than normal quantity. 

During the last few days of February, 1939, 
heavy precipitations occurred in all fruitgrow
ing areas, and the altere'd conditions which 
afforded much needed relief to the three States 
immediately concerned, assuring to a large ex
tent the prosperity of the farming and pas
toral interests, brought relative disaster to t'he 
sultana crop which was then ripening in all 
areas. 

Fortunately the break in the weather oc
curred after some progress had been made in 
the harvesting of sultanas, or otherwise the· 
year would have been marked as one of the 
worst producing seasons on record, but the 
ultimate effect was to reduce the crop by at 
least 20,000 tons, and as regards probably two
thirds of the sultana crop to reduce the grade 
processed when finally prepared for. market. 

It can be state'd with justification that the 
direct result of the precipitations referred to 
was a loss to the industry to the extent of at 
least £A600,000, apart from additional losses 
occasioned by the reduction of tmme·nse quan
tities of fruit of three and four-crown stan
dard to one and two-crown standard. 

The influence of this .tlteration in quality 
cannot be computed with accuracy, but it is 
reasonably safe to estimate that this falling o:ff 
in grade probably reduced the total value of 
the crop by a further £AI50,000. 

The Board recognising the relief to other 
industries does not desire to emphasise the mis
fortunes of this single industry, but places on 
record the variatioris which arise as the result 
of adVerse climatic conditions during the har
vesting season. 

THE VICISSITUDES OF THE INDUSTRY 

The dried fruits industry has considerable 
risks in all years, first as regards adverse con
ditions during the budding and early growing 
season, which may cover the period-Septem
ber to Octo'ber-when, as in the case of the 
year 1927, heavy frost conditions decimated 
the harvest with most .adverse results. The 
second period of danger occurs in February 
and March when untimely rainfall at a period 
wh~m conditions normally are favorable may 
in a few hours destroy large quantities of cur
rants first, and later sult2.nas and lexias; and 
against these risks the settlers are powerless. 
Rain or hail storms at critical periods, followed 
by humid weather, cause the fruit to drop off 
the vines or induce moulds which spread with 
great rapidity. 

It is to be recorded that during recent years 
producers have done much to mitigate the 
early frost damage by watchfulness durmg the 
dangerous period of frosts. They have also 
done much in regard to the rain danger by 
careful attention to the drying racks, but the 
vicissitudes of weather must, always be re
garded as a menace which can produce a vari~ 
ation of possibly £500,000 to £1,000,000, 
thereby introducing an Important gambling 
element to the industry, irrespective of the ap
plication of scientific methods on the most up
to-date scale. 

It says much for the producer that, recog
nising the hazardous conditions obtaintJ::Ig in 
the agricultural and pastoral industries, there 
has been no lack of appreciation of the stabi
lity of the industry resulting from organised 
marketing and the gre·at assistance rendered 
by successive Commonwealth Governments in 
the negotiation of favorable markets overseas. 

EXPORTS 
After providing for the domestic require

ments of the Commonwealth the tonnage ex
ported from the Commonwealth was:-

Tons 1ons 
2';240lb. 2240lb. 

1925 24,528 1926 23,125 
1927 41,194 1928 19,187 
1929 57 788 1930 5 6,732 
193 I 37,966 1932 43,265 
1933 65,727 1934 5 3,722 
193 5 49,840 1936 46,853 
1937 54,023 1938 75,257 
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EXPORT CONTROL BOARD the .Board might anticipate the ultimate rea
lisation of such tonnage, the Board looks 
with the utmost trepidation at any increased 
production, having regard to the fact that 
such increased production must be directed 
to the British market. 

(Continued from Page 19). 

It is expected that for the season 1939, 
5 6,000 tons will be shipped from Australia, of 
which quantity to August 10, 1939, 48,914 
tons had already been shipped to the following 
destinations:-

Tons 
Great Britain 31,486 
C~nada 13,513 
New Zealand 3,541 
Other Countries 374 
The highest export figures relating to New 

Zealand show that in 1937, 4533 tons were 
shipp'ed to the Dominion. While it is possible 
that'· the total export for the season 1939 may 
not equal the figure of 4 53 3 tons, it is con
fidently believed that a figure closely approxi
mating the record will be realised during the 
current year. 

It might be mentioned that, despite peculiar 
difficulties· attaching to the overseas trade of 
New Zealand, the Government of New Zea
land has not placed any obstacles in the way 
of the importation of Australian dried fruits 
to the Dominion, a posit10n which is greatly 
appreciated by the Board on behalf of the pro
ducers of Australia. 

MENACE OF OVER-PRODUCTION 
During the past :five years production has 

ruled between 62,942 tons in 1936 and 91,687 
tons in 193 8. Even under the adverse cir..
cumstances ruling during the present season, 
the· production is estimated at 72,000 tons for 
1939. 

The attention directed to this industry has 
suggested that a considerable increase in to_n
nage might be produced and reports have been 
current that a substantial increase in acreage 
is contemplated. Under the .circumstances the 
Board has thought it advisable to record a 
warning against over-production and this has 
already been set out in a letter by the Acting 
Chairman M the Board under date August 3, 
1939, to the Hon. Minister for Commerce 
(Senator Geo. McLeay). The letter reads as 
follows:-

The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
BOard constituted under the Dried Fruits 
Export Control Act 1924-1938 have sub
mitted in reply to a questionnaire from 
your department certain information rela
tive to the prepara.tion of memoranda for 
the purpos~ of the Australian Agricultural 
Council to be held at Melbourne on August 
11, 12 and 14. 

Apart from the submission of informa
tion on lines set out in the letter from the 
department dated July 6, I desire as Acting 
Chairman of the Board to address you sepa
rately on a question which may arise at the 
conference relating to certain proposals for 
the increased production of dried fruits 
coming under the ambit of this Board, 
namely, currants, sultanas (sultana raisins) 
and lexias (lexia raisins), and to urge that 
every possible opposition should be adduced 
by you to any increase in the production of 
dried fruits in Australia. 

As set out in the Fourteenth Annual Re
port of this Board, the area presently under 
production could under favorable conditions 
result in the production of 100,000 tons of 
processed fruit. Possibly in view of the 
success of the scheme of drainage for cer
tain areas the production might even exceed 
100,000 tons. Production has therefore al
ready attained proportions which may be 
reasonably regarded as the maximum capa~ 
city of consuming markets. 

The following statistics speak for them
selves: 

The consumption of dried ftuiis in Aus
tralia absorbs 15,000 tons per annum, leav
ing avail•hle from 75,000 to 85,000 tans 
for export markets. Thanks to the success-

ful negot1at1on of the preferential admission 
of dried fruits to the British market, and 
also to the Dominions of Canada and New 
Zealand, .Australia has a _,reasonable expecta
tion of :finding a market for 20,000 tons of 
fruit in the following proportions: 

Canada 16,000 tons 
New Zealand 4,000 tons 

This favorable position is entirely depen-
dent upon the continuance of the prefer
ential admission of Australian- dried fruits 
to the Dominion markets concerned which, 
taking care of 20,000 tons of our produce 
out of an anticipated export of 75,000 to 
'8·5 ,000 tons, might make available to the 
British market 55,000 to 65,000 tons. 

I have to point out that under the most 
favorable circumstances the consumption of 
dried fruits in Great Britain of currants, 
sultanas and Jexias amounts to approxi
mately 125,000 tons, made up of 75,000 
tons of raisffis and 5 0,000 tons of currants. 
It follows, therefore, that if Australia re
quires to market 55,000 to 65,000 tons of 
dried fruits in Great Britain, this is equal 
to approximately 44 per cent. to 52 per 
cent. of the total requirements of the 
Motherland. 

It is pointed out that having regard to 
the international situation and the enormous 
production in countries othe·r than Australia 
and South Africa, that there is no market 
of consequence to which the Australian pro
ducer can look for any material increase in 
consumption. 

Experience during the lifetime of the 
Board has shown the great difficulty which 
arises whenever there is a large export sur
plus. If Australia, by reason of increased 
planting, produced an additional 10,000 to 
15,000 tons, which as already shown must 
be directed to the British market, it is safe 
to predict that the result of such increase 
would be disastrous not only in respect to 
the 10,000 to 15,000 tons, but also in re
gard to the 40,000 to 50,000 tons of sul
tanas and lexias which are presently being 
exported under existing conditions from ex
isting acreages. 

The Board reiterates a very grave warning 
against increased production. 

The industry has attr;ined a certain stabi
lity due, in the writer's opinion, to three or 
four outstanding facts: 

STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER 

In submitting to Parliament the Fifteenth Annual Report of. the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board, established under the provisions of the Dried Fruits Export 
Control Act 1924-1938, I take the opportunity of commending the attention of Honor
able Members to the continued quiet but successful work of this Statutory Body. 

Established in 1925 at a time .when legislation was called for to -deal with t.he rela
tively small export surplus of currants, sultanas and lexias,· the rapid expansion of the 
Drie·d Fruits Industry in four States has resulted in a position when over 8,0% of the 
present productiOn falls to be exported from the Commonwealth. 

It is a remarkable fact that ~he whole of" AUstralia's surplus production. has been 
successfully marketed overseas. 

.This measure of success may be attributed to the operation of Impe·rial and Domin
ion Preferences, but also in some measure to the unassuming performance of their duties 
by the elected and nomina ted Members of the Board alike. 

The le·gislation has apparently been entirely satisfactory inasmuch as in my opinion 
the Board enjoys the confidence of the whole of the producers of this commodity 
throughout the fruit growing States. 

Owing to successful negotiatiOns carried 
out on behalf of your and earlier Govern
ments, Australia secures a prefe·rence of 
£10/10/ per ton on raisins and £2 per ton 
on currants imported into Great Britain. 
This might appear to justify expectation 
that prOduction of Australian fruits could 
be safely expanded up to the capacity of the 
British market. 

Having regard, however, to adverse fac
tors the Board consider the maximum safe 
export of , currants to Great Britain should 
not exceed ·15 ,000 tons per annum from the 
Commonwealth. Arising from this it will 
be· noted with an export of 55,000 to 65,000 
tons available for Great Britain, that if pro
vision is made in these :figures for an export 
of 15,000 tons of currants, that 45,000 to 
50,000 tons of sult"anas and/or lexias must 
be considered as a possible export surplus of 
such raisins from the Commonwealth to 
Great Britain. 

Having regard to the fact. as shown above 
that 75,000 tons of sultanas and lexias of 
similar types are consumed in Great Brit'ain 
it would appear that if 40,000 to 50,000 
tons of Australian raisins must, apart from 
shipments made from South Africa to Great 
Britain, provide approximately 53 to 67 per 
cent. of the British consumption and that 
such iS available from existing acreage. 

Regard inust be had to the fact that, 
while under the most successful conditions 

(a) The efforts made by growers and their 
consequent organisations, in the shape of 
packing houses, to produce higher grade 
fruit. 
Enormous strides have taken place in the 
last ten or fifteen years by the introduc~ 
t.ion of scientific methods, better control, 
and the united efforts of the producers to 
raise the standard of production. 
Of these efforts one is fully aware and 
can honestly congratulate the growers and 
their institutions upon the success of the 
man on the land to improve production. 

(b) The result of Commonwealth and State 
legislation resulting in "Orderly Market
ing" in the fullest sense of the term. 

(c) Paramount even to the foregoing, the 
success attaining to the legislation of the 
Commonwealth and State Governments 
unitedly. · 

(d) The use of the powers contained in 
Commonwealth legislation relative to 
freighting arrangements. 

(e) Above all the outcome of trade n~:.gotia
tions and the securing by the successive 
Commonwealth Mi?istries of grants of 
handsome preferences by the three great 
Imperial Governments. 
.The writer therefore feels confident in 

predicting that an additional export would 
prove to be suicidal to the best interest's of 
the industry which is today one of the most 
important and generally successful primary 
industries of the Commonwealth. 
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PUBLICITY 
The board records its appreciation of the 

'SUccess attaching to the work of the Austra
:lian Joint Trade Publicity Scheme carried on 
throughout Great BriEain through the honor

;ary committee representing the Australian 
.Dairy Produce Board, the Australian Apple 
::and Pear Board, the Australian Canned Fruits 
]~oa1·d, the Australian Egg Council and the 
Gommonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board, 
·together with representatives of th:! Depart
ment of Commerce. 

An immense amount of successful woJ:k has 
been performed under the leadership of the 
Director of Australian Trade Publicity. 

Grateful acknowledgement is made of the 
:sympathetic assistance constantly afforded by 
the High Commissione'r for Australia (the 
Right Honorable S. M. Bruce). 

The Board has continued to contribute sub
stantially to the work of the Joint Publicity 
Scheme and in addition a considerable amount 
of publicity work has been carried out in 
Canada and New Ze·aland largely .through the 
offices of the Trade Commissioners for Aus
tralia in these Dominions. 

IMPORTANCE OF THE INDUSTRY 
In order to place on record the importance 

of the industry it should be recorded that the 
total acreage under vines for the production of 
dried fruit in Australia is about 57,389 acres, 
.comprising:-

Acres. 
New South Wales......... 4,631 
Victoria ..... ...... 30,868 
South Australia 19,366 
Western Austi:-alia . 2, 5 24 

The principal· centres in which the indusfty 
·iis carried on include:-

The Mildura Areas: Mildura, Red Cliffs, 
]rymple and Merbein in Victoria, in which 
State there are additional settlements at Nyah 
and Woorinen. 

In South Australia: Reilmark, Berri, Bar
mera, Waikerie, as well as at Clare, Angaston 
and McLaren Vale. 

tity and value of dried fruits exported during 
the years 1925-26 to 1937-38, the figures thus 
quoted being for the financial year ended June 
3 0 in each case. 

It should be remembered in cons1dering 
these figures that in addition the industry 
takes care of the total domestic requirements 
of Australia estimate·d at some 15,000 tons per 
annum. 

RESEARCH 
The board continues to co-operate· with the 

Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
by making contributions to the expenses of 
inve;tigations into problems affecting the in
dustry in the Commonwealth. 

Opportunity is taken to acknowledge with 
gratitude the work being done and the advice 
being offered by Scientific Experts attached to 
the staff of the Council. 

FINANCE 
Under the Dried Fruits Export Charges Act 

the following rates of levy for the season 1938 
were prescribed by the Government on the 
recommendation of this board:-
On sultanas 9d per cwt. = .0804d per lb. 
On currants 6d per cwt. = .0536d per lb. 
On lexias 9d per cwt. = .0804d per lb. 

For the season 1939 the following reduced 
rates of levy were similarly recommended by 
the board and subsequently prescribed by 
Statutory Rules 1939 No. 17:-
0n sultanas 6d per cw.t. = .0 53 6d per lb. 
On currants 4!d per cwt. = .0402d per lb. 
On lexias 6d per cwt. = .0536d per lb. 

During the year ended June 3 0, 1939, in
come was collected amounting to £40,716/ 
19/7. Expenditure for the year was £30,196/ 
16/9, and the excess of income over expendi
ture was £10,520/2/10. 

The principal items of expenditure were as 
follows:-

£ s. d. 
Administrative expenses in 

Australia ..... 3,759 14 0 
Administrative expenses in 

Gi-eat Britain . ..... 7,401 8 4 
Contributions to the Common-

wealth Government in re-
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spe·ct to the operations of 
the Australian Trade 
Commissioner in Canada 
and moneys expended in 
the development" of the 
Canadian and New Zea-
land markets 3,495 0 I 

Investigations in Australia 
undertaken on behalf of 
the board by the Com-
monwealth Council for 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research 1,500 0 0 

Development of the markets in 
the United· Kingdom 
through the Australian 
Joint Trade Publicity 
Scheme 12,500 0 0 

The revenue of the board is derived from 
levies imposed on :fruit exported from the 
Commonweahh, and the operations of the 
board form no charge on the revenues of the 
Commonwealth. 

GENERAL 
It is the privilege of the hoard to again place 

on record its appreciation of the assistance 
rendered by the Ministers of the Department, 
the High Commissioner in London and the 
Trade Commissioners fm· Australia in the 
oversea countries. 

The board also acknowledges the unremit
ting atten~ion and support accorded :to the 
industry by the officers of the Departments of 
Commerce and Customs. 

As hitherto the Commonwilllth Board and 
the boards established under State legislation 
have worked in the closest sympathy. While 
this board is not charged with the responsibil
ity for the problems affecting the organisation 
of the industry within the Commonwealth, it 
is appreciative· of the work of the several State 
Boards and also of the work being done by 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association and 
those responsi.Ple for the conduct of the very 
successful packing houses through the Com
monwealth. 

For and on behalf of the Board, 
(Sgd.)· A. F. BELL, Acting Chairman. 

In New South Wales: In the Murrumbidgee 
area as well as at Curlwaa and Coomealla on 
the northetn bank of the River Murray. 

In addition there are important areas in the 
Swan Valley of Western Australia. 

Income aud EXpenditure Account For Twe·lve rMonths Ended June 30, 19'3-9. 

It is estimated that there are about 5,500 
growers of dried vine fruits in Australia, and 
1:hat temporary employment is provided for 
·approximately 8,000 persons during the prun
.ing, cultivating, harvesting and packing sea
sons. Altogether there are probably 40,000 
persons directly dependent on the industry for 
the whole or part of their living. 

Attached to this report is Appendix C (b) 
setting out from Customs records the quan-

ERANOL Z3 
pAcKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at tim~ of packing 
with an e-fficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs, and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty, Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested -in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect .life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
34, dated 3rd August, 1934, has been ap-
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
aSsert their right to recover damages 
8.nd prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. 

To Board lVlem;})ers-

Australia-Fees . . 
Travelijng Expenses 
London---l]"ees . . 
Staff Salaries and 

Allowances
Australia 
London . 

£ s. d. 
576 8 0 
654 17 0 

1,926 16 8 
5,128 10 0 

£ s. d. 

1,230 5 0 
710 0 0 

---- 7,055 6 8 
Rent
Australia 
London . 

·Cablegams, Telegrams 
and Postage-

161 16 0 
890 0 0 

Australia 240 6 8 
London . . . . . . 2..2:2 12 7 

Eixchange on London 

1,051 15 0 

462 19 3 

Remittances " 1,522 10 0 
General Eocpenses, 
including Pl·inting, 
Stationery, Office 
Requisites, Tele-
phone, Lighting & 
Heatng, Travelling 
Expenses and 
S-undries-

Autralia . . 200 10 8 
London . . . 450 5 9 

Depreciation, Office 
FurnJ.tur&

Australia 
London ..... . 

ContribUtions-· 

8 0 0 
10 4 4 

JOint Publicity SCheme in Great 
Britain . . . . . . . . . . . 

Development of Canadian, New 
Zealand and other Markets 

DTied Fruit Investigations in 
Austra1~a . . 

Balance . . . . . . ..... . 

650 16 5 

18 4 4 

12,500 0 G 

3,495 0 1 

1,500 0, 0 
10,5,20 2 10 

40,716 19 7 

By EXport. Levies 
Interesf-----Austr8.lia 

LondDn 

£ 8. d. 

440 10 9 
4 5 1 

Sundry C'ollections-London .. 

£ s. d. 
38,541 2 9 

444 15 10 
1,731 1 0 

40,716 19 7 
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EXPORT CONTROL BOARD 
(Continued from Page 21) 

Balance~Sheet at June 30, 1'93·9. 

Liab,ilities Assets 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Accumulated Funds . . . . . . 
£ s. d. I 

&4,1'32 1 2 Cash at Bank-

3•4,1312 1 2 

Melbourne . 
London . 

Cash on Hand-

Melbourne . 
London 

Fixed Deposits
Commonwealth 

6.176 0 0 
4,77·6 '7 10 
~---

10,915,2 7 10 
2 0 0 

15 0 0 

Bank. Melb. . . . 20,000 0 0 
Interest Accrued 14·0 1•0 9 

Deposits-----London 
(TelephOiies) 

Sundry Debtors
Melboune ... 

Postage Sta.mps on 
Hand---m!elbourne 

Office 'Furniture 
and Equ:'pment
London (less 
Depreciation) . 
Australia (loss 
Depreciation) . 

1,258 9 1 

94 10 0 

7,6 0 0 

10,969 7 10 

20,140 10 9 

2 0 0 

2,841 8 6 

8 4 1 

170 10 0 

34,13'2 1 2 

(Note.London items are shown in sterling.) 

E;xamined and found to he in accordance with 
the books and documents produced. 

R. ABIDRC1WQ\IBIE, 
AUditor-General for the 10ommonwea1th. 

5th 'September, 19.39. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
BOARD 

Business Transacted October 
And November Meetings 

A meeting of the South Australian Board 
was held on October 19, 1939. An apology 
was received for the absence of the chairman 
(Mr. G. A. W. Pope) who was absent from 
the State on Government business. 

Reports of investigation officers on alleged 
unlawful trading were dealt with and the 
secretary was directed to take appropriate 
action. In the matter of payment of annual 
contribution, the board approved a further 
batch of assessments on packing houses. In 
respect to a uniform method of allowing ex
port cre-dit on dried tree fruits, which had been 
referred back to the board by the Consultative 
Committee, it was agreed that the board 
adhere to its previous decision. 

On the question of sub-type dried t:ree 
fruits released to a certain firm on the undet
standing that the fruit would be used for 
manufacturing, the secretary (Mr. W. N. 
Twiss) repOrted that enquiries disclosed that a 
portion of the fruit had been sold to other 
firms by the manufacturer concerned. He 
submitted copies of his letters to this firm 
asking for an explanation. The secretary's 
action was approved. 

Through the courtesy of an Adelaide firm 
of manufacturers, a range of samples of 
sweets cont'aining dried fruits ingredients was 
supplied, and this was noted with interest. 

The remainder of the session was occupied 
in :financial and routine business. 
MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 20 
At a further meeting of the board, held on 

November 20, the following matters were 
dealt with. 

The several recommendations of the Con
sultative Committee at its meeting on Novem
ber 6 1939, were considered at' length. These 
referred to moist pack of dried tree fruit in 
relation to quotas, uniform method of allowing 
export credit on dried tree fruits, and cash 
adjustments on quotas. 

A. F. 'BELL, Acting 'Chairman. 
R. A. MARX, !Secretary. 

The revised Home Consumption Quotas for 
1939 season's fruit as recommended by the 
Consultative Committee were .also approved. 
These were:-

Currants from 14 per cent. to 16 per cent.; 
sultanas, 19 per cent. to 22 per cent.; lexias, 
50 pet cent. to 51.5 per cent.; pe_ars, 40 per 
cent. to 63 per cent. The existing quotas for 
prunes, 100 per cent.; peaches, 70 per cent.; 
apricots, 77.5 per cent.; nectarines, 75 per 
cent. remain unaltered. 

:Minutes of the meetings of Consultative and 
Publicity Committees held on November 6, 
1939, were laid on the table. 

The secretary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) reported 
that a complaint had been lodged against a 
grower for alleged unlawful trading, and the 
case was set' down for hearing at the Renmark 
Magistrates' Court on November 23, 1939. 

It was furthe·r reported that the Governor 
in Co}lncil had upheld the Board's decision in 
refusing certain dealers' registrations in the 
Coonawarra district. 

It was agreed to circularise all packers and 
deale·rs in the matter of prohibition of trans
port ex packing houses of dried tree fruit in 
bags, and draft of circular was approved. A 
request from a New South Wales firm of pac .. 
kers to purchase ungraded South Australian 
apricots, was refused. 

In the mat'ter of renewals of Packers and 
Dealers' Registrations for the year 1940, the 
secretary was directed to notify all registered 
dealers and packing houses that in terms of 
the Dried Fruits Act, 1938, all regist'rations 
expire on Decembe'r 31 in each year, but may 
be renewed on application. 

In connection with the annual contribution 
(i.e., levy) further .assessments on packing 
houses were approved. 

Reports on the 1939 season of the Super
vising Inspector for the irrigated areas (Mr. 
H. R. Heming) and of Inspector Halliday of 
the Barossa district, in the non-irri_gated areas, 
were received and noted. 

A grant of £10 to the Royal Agricultural 
and Horticultural Society for awards in the 
competitive cookery section in connection with 
the recent Society's Show, was approved. 

AURORA PACKING CO. 
REORGANISED 

Messrs. E. J. Roberts And 
P. Malloch New Directors. 
Following a complete overhaul of the policy 

in regard to its control of the Aurora Com
pany, the board of Henry Berry and Co. Ltd. 
has invited Mr. E. ]. Roberts and Mr. Peter 
Malloch to join the board of the packing 
company and to advise and direct its adminis
tration. A weakness had been that th.:: prin
cipal control of policy had been in Melbourne, 
whereas, under the new arrangement the ex
perience and reputation of the two new direc
tors at the point of production and in the 
marketing of the 1ruit, would be· of great' 
strength to the company and satisfactory to 
growers. 

Conditional on acceptance, and as evidence 
of good faith towards what is, and what will 
be a competeti ve and distinct organisation, 
Messrs. Roberts and Malloch have agreed to 
purchase a share interest in the A.P .C. Henry 
Berry and Co. will retain a substantial finan
cial interest, the company being represented on 
the board by Mr. F. G. Harding, a director of 
the older firm. A further appointment will 
be made from Melbourne. 

Mr. L. ]. Cleary having recently resigned 
to enter a business partnership, the position of 
manager and secretary will be held by Mr. A. 
R. Hampton, who has had long association 
with the company. 

The company will remain a complete unit 
in regard to packing and marketing-the only 
departure being that it will now have as its 
agent the Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales, for 
sales in the Commonwealth, the Dominions, 
and the East. It is anticipated that consider
able economies will result from this policy. 

THE NEW A WARD 

Adjustment in Basic Wage 

The annual meeting of Mildura growers in 
connecton with the Growers' Defence Comw 
mittee was held on November 18. To fill the 
vacancies on the committee, Messrs. J. Hen
shilwood, ]. Schmidt and E. L. Bennett were 
elected. A minute was recorded in the books 
calling attention to the long and valuable ser
vices rendered by Mr. E. S. Greaten and Mr. 
W. M. Newton to the committee. Mr. F. R. 
Messenger was r·e-electe'd chairman for the 
ensuing 12 months. 

To meet the expenses of the pro
tracted Arbitration Court hearing, the 
case commenced in May and the final hearing 
took place in November, a levy of l!d per ton 
on the 1939 season's tonnage handled was 
struck and to be called up at once. Also a 
levy of 'i:}d a ton on the 1940 season's ton
nage to be delivered was struck to be called up 
at the discretion of the committee. As in the 
past the packers have been asked to contribute 
fd per ton on the 1939 season•s tonnage 
handled and fd per ton on the 1940 season's 
tonnage when delivered. 

The new award has been received 
from the judge, and while growers are 
in much the same position as previous 
t'o the hearing employees in packing houses 
have been given substantial increases in rates 
of pay for the different classes of work done 
in the processing and packing of the fruit. 
The judge has been asked to cladfy certain 
passages in the award and. when this is com
pleted the new award w11l be published and 
distributed. This should be done prior to the 
commencement of the 1940 season. 

ne December .adjustme·nt in the basic wage 
is from £4 to £3/19/ per week. ·Full details 
of the wage rates can be seen at packing 
housr.s. 
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SEASONAL NOTES 
By A. V, LYON, M.Ag.Sc. 

These notes are written at the end of November, which is too early for the dis
trict to be out of the troubles associated with a cold and rainy spring. In a 
review of seasonal conditions given at the A.D.F.A. conference in October, it 
was pointed out that the growth and development conditions up to that date 
were rather unsatisfactory, and that following late sprouting and cool condi
tions, late flowering and imperfect bunch development might be expected. 
These viewpoints have been confirmed by vine development up to date, with 
further retardation due to cool and cloudy weather; and a definite attack of 
black spot, which is keeping growers very busy in many areas. 

In reference to seasonal development, it is 
undoubted that a correct interpretation of 
maturity can have a commercial value, as in 
the past too mucb reliance has been placed on 
the single Baume readings, or readings taken 
over a slxwt period. Tho fallacy of such in
re-rpretations is illust'rated by reference to the 
1923 and 1925 seasons, during which seasonal 
conditions were very different. The mean 
maximum temperatures in 1923, for January 
and February were 88 and 93 degrees F., res
pectively; while in 1925, the mean maximums 
in these months were 8 5 and 8 6 degrees F. In 
the warm year (1923) the maturity level 
reached 14 degrees Baume, as compared with 
a maturity level of 12 degrees Baume in the 
cool year of 19 2 5. In the 19 3 9 se·ason, a 
year of heat waves, the mean max~mum tem
perature for January was 100 degrees F. 

In this season, the maturity levds were also 
low, as the excessive heat damaged the shoots. 
In general, the date of maturity does not show 
much variation from year to ye·ar, the changes 
in seasons being reflected mainly in the level of 
maturity. An advance of about a week in 
hot years, and a delay of rather less than a 
week in cool years, represents the seasonal fluc
tuations in maturity that might be expected. 

MA;TURITY INVESTIGATIONS 
The value of maturity records each year 

lies in their practical applicaton to such im
portant routine operations as the period for the 
final watering; and in particular the date at 
which harvest should commence. 

The objection to single Baume reading 
is that a reading at 120 deg.rees Beaume 
mwry, t11s in 1923, represent unrip·e grapes; 
while in 1925, and also in 1939, a 12 de

.grees Beaume reading represented full 
trMfurity for these years. If on the other 
hand, the Beaume readings and also the 
acid changes are taken over a· number of 
weeks, it is possible from such daia, con
sidered in relation to the records of other 
years, to give a much more reliable inter
pretaton of the pre-harvest Beaume read
ings. 

tures, but the hours of sunlight per day (7.84) 
were very low compared with the mean of the 
previous five years (10.10). So at date 
(November 30) we a,re in the unusual posi
tion thtt bunch develof!ment is at least two 
weeks behind normal. The setting also has 
on the whole been unsatisfactory, the flowe,r 
and berry fall being much greater than usual. 
The settng can be put at approximately 70% 
normal; but this decrease in potential yield is 
offset by the greater number of bunches show
ing this season. 

One unusual feature of the setting this year 
is the length of the .. tail" on a large propor
tion of the bunches. The sprays of berries 
growing out from the mam stem of the bunch 
are limited to the upper portion, resulting in 
a long "tail" with berries more intimately at
tached to the main stem of the bUnch. 

Normally, the berries on these "tails, or 
bunch terminals are very low in sugar. This 
is a common feature in hunches of grapes, and 
for high quality fresh grapes, these tails are 
removed early in the growing season in coun
tries which concentrate on a high quality fresh 
grape. This year, with a reduced number 
of berries, the maturation of the tails may be 
more complete. 

There lfflre so many bunches, however, 
that our main losses will be :aossodated 
with black. spot, and the delayed season, 
1·ather than with the poor setting. 

VINE DISEASES 
Black spot losses are heavy in areas where 

the· disease appeared in quantity before setting. 
The shoots and bunches were so sensitive this 
year, that the weakening effect of black spot 
is much more noticeable than usual. 

Fortuwtely the damage is not general 
throughout the area; and is in most places 
limited to a proportion of the bunches. 
The rains bringing black spot happened this 

year just as the flower sprays were lengthen
ing, and unfortunat'ely this disease usually set~ 
ties on the parts of the vine that are growing 
quickest. So we have relatively more black 
spot on the bunches, in comparison with that 
on the shoots and leaves. 
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SPRAYING PROGRAMME 
BLACK SPOT.-The berries will soon be 

safe from attack, and in cases where a spray 
has been applied to the bunches after setting 
no further direct spraying of the bunches 
should be requred. There should also be 
ample leaf protecton if spraying has been 
regular. 

DOWNEY MILDEW.-This dise~se is dif
ferent from black spot, in that it attacks all 
the leaves at all stages of maturity, in contrast 
to black spot which does maximum damage on 
young growth and the dcvelopmg bunches at 
or before setting. Downey Mildew so far has 
not been r·eported, but th~ nature of the season 
is such that it may show out if further rains 
occur. A prote·ctive leaf spray (December) 
is a sound precaution. 

OIDIUM.-This disease has been noted in 
places, but on the whole is showing out later 
than usual. This is in conformity with past 
experience, in· this and other countries, in a 
season such as this one, when the sprayings 
with Bordeaux have given a measure of pro
tection. The wettahle sulphurs incorporated 
in Bordeaux have also helped. 

From now onward, oidium may be ex
pected to make heavlway, unless the vines 
are treated with the standard specific, 
which is sulphur dust. Three or four 
dusings, at fortnightly intervals, are 
highly advisable on account of the tender 
growth this season. 
LIGHT BR.O\VN APPLE MOTH.-Expec

tations of serious attacks have been realised, 
though as usual this pest is not general 
throughout all vineyards. The best control 
is the assenate of lead spray, which is con
veniently incorporated in the Bordeaux used 
as a bunch protection spray for black spot. 
Up to three or four larvae per bunch have 
been noted in places. Though later broods 
of the apple moth do oc·cur, the maximum 
damage is done soon after setting. Two 
points should be noted. The adult larvae do 
not' take the poison. Also, the· second and 
most prolific brood of young larvae occurs at 
setting, and so treatment at this period is of 
maximum value, 

Currants, in particular, are subject to 
damage from this pest throughout the 
sea<on. Exposure of the bunches by 
wrapping up the trailing growths is essen
tial for $Uccessful bunch spraying. 

THE IRRIGATIONS 
This is a season of luxuriant foliage, and 

with the advent of warm dry weather, the 
demands on soil moisture v..·ill be· heavy. This 
fac·t, coupled with the compacting of soils by 
rain, makes it highly important to bring the 
summer irrigations close together. Intervals 
of five weeks or less are now possible in most 
districts, with a closer concentration where 
possible during heat waves. There has been 
every justllication in withholding early irriga
tions during the rainy season, and useful 
economies have been effected. 

The 1939-40 season has uptodate been of 
such an unusual nature that pre-harvest in
vestigations are likely to be of maximum value 
this season; and arrangements have been made 
to make them rather more comprehensive than 
usual. 

SULTANA DEVELOPMENT 
The sprouting was late, and as anticipated, 

flowering was very late. This year flowering 
extended over more than three weeks, and the 
date of setting could be put at least a fort
night later than usual. The following table 
may help in finding a reason for this. 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 

Merbein Sept. Oct. 
Mean Max. Temp. 

10-yr. Period 
Mean Max. Temp. 

1939 

70 

69 

78 

75 

Nov. 

83 

76 
These figures show that in comparison with 

the normal weather in our dried fruit areas, 
there is a definite shortage of heat. Follow
ing the ·tat'e sprouting, November was not 
only a month of exceptionaliy low tempera-

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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Our Industry Compared with. the · Californian 

The Value of Organisation 

Mr. Malloch's Observations 
In an address to the Merbein growers, Mr. Malloch made some very interesting 
observations on the position in California, contrasting it with the sound state 
of the Australian dried fruits industry. 
The following was reported in "Sunraysia Daily," and whilst it is realised that 
Mi!dura district growers have already read the report, it is of such interest to 
others in the industry, that we publish it. 

Mr. Malloch said: Whilst in San Francisco I 
met several men interested in the raisin mdus
try of California, and we discussed the position 
of the industry there. The crop for 19 3 9 
was estimated variously at from 180,000 to 
200,000 t;:ons, and in addition the tonnage o£ 
sulphur-bleached Thompsons was estimated at 
from 25,000 tons to 35,000 tons. Trade in 
sulphur ~leac)led sultanas has increased con
siderably in recent years~ 

The industry is as disorg?nised as ever, 
largely due to the large foregn element en
gaged in production and many groups with 
their leaders holding divergent views of what 
should be done to bring ahout better condi
tiOns. Troubles have arisen in regard to dis
pos~l of the 1938 surplus crop and finance for 
the !939 crop. 

It will be remembered that in 1938, 80 per 
Cent. of the crop was placed in a ••free pool" 
financed by the Government to the extent of 
50 dollars (£10) a ton to growers; 20 per 
cent. was placed in a "'surplus pool" under 
control of the Agricultural Prorate Commis
sion. It was decided that August' 1 should 
be the latest date for disposal of the fruit in 
the surplus pool. The stocks then on hand 
in the pool, some 35,000 tons, were sold for 
stock food at 7.50 dollars (32/) per ton. 

This raised a storm of protest from grow
ers; meetings were held and action taken to 
prevent delivery of the raisins. Trucks were 
overturned and deliveries stopped. Legal ac
tion against the committee was instituted in 
the Fresno County Court, but the contracts 
were held to be valid. 

The result of the protests, however, has been 
that the Government has taken over the sur
plus pool 1938 raisins at 44 dollars (£9/3/) a 
ton to he distributed for relief purposes. 

GOVERNMENTAL REFUSAL 

So far as the 1939 crop is concerned the 
Government has refused to participate in con
trol" of any programme of marketing. In 
view of the large crop some sections considered 

another pro-rate pooling system necessary; but 
others thinking the war woud bring increased 
export demand and better prices urged that 
there be no surplus pool this year. These dif
fere·nt views have been expressed at growers' 
J;D.eetings and have led to violence and riots 
which had to be quelled by the police. The 
outcome has been a decisiOn by the Govern
ment not to participate in any plan for orderly 
marketing, consequently matters in the pro
ducing areas are· in a state of chaos. 

The Sun Maid organisation has announced it 
will· purchase rasins on a basic price of 50 
dollars (£I 0) a ton and this price was also 
being offered by private packers at the opening 
of the season. As the war developed it was 
realised that export of raisins to Europe did 
not offer the prospects hoped for and private 
packers discontinued their offers of 50 dollars 
a ton. I was informed that not half of the 
crop had been purchased from growers and it 
was quite probable that 25 per cent. of the 
frnit would be left in the hands of growers 
unless the Government eventually came to 
their assistance. 

GROWERS WILL NOT ORGANISE 

It seems impossible to organise the raisin 
growers of California to secure reasonable re
turns for their labor and it is not permitted 
by law that packers organise themselves to 
secure better conditions. The only hope for 
better conditions seems to depend on such 
measures of assistance as the Government will 
extend or in a collapse whtch will bring about 
a reduction of acreage and tonnage sufficient 
only to supply the U.S.A. market. 

I analysed the retail price of choice Thomp
sons· Seedless sold at 8 cents per lb. in San 
Francisco:-

Growers receive: 2f cents lb. equal to £10 
a ton for production costs. 

Packers receive: 1f cents lb. equal to £5 ton 
for packing and selling. 

Jobbers receive: i cents lb. equal to £1/10/ 
ton for distribution. 

Retailers receive: 3i cents lb. equal to £IS: 
10/- ton for retailing. 

It is probable that chain stores and open 
markets may retail raisins at less than 8 cents 
per lb. but the margins would still show 
greatly to the -disadvantage of the producer. 

The more one learns of conditions in Cali
fornia the more one can appreciate the value 
of our growers' organis:1tions and statutory 
boards working in hannony and with the aimr 
of improving the l0t of the producer. 

Our method of control in Australia may be: 
somewhat costly but this 1s due to the involved. 
processes necessary on account of varyin~ 
Federal and State laws. There is no doubt· 
as to ts efficiency and t'o the wonderful bene
fits accuring to the grower. 

DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

West Wyalong Prosecution 
At the Court of Petty Sessions, West .. Wya.,.... 

long, before Mr. Grugeon, P.M.,- Rosario,. Zan
atta, distributor of fresh .fruit .and vegetables,.. 
of_ Yenda and. Grenfell, was proceeded against: 
by the New South Wales Dried Fruits Board 
for selling dried apricots not packed an& 
graded in accordance with . the regulations. 
under the Dried Fruits Act 1933. Mr. H. J. 
Englert appeared for qefendant, who pleaded". 
"not guilty." 

Inspector Hall stated that he found: 
dried apricots on the premises of A. _W •. 
Josephs and Company, West Wyalong, on 
August 22, 1939. The apricots comprised 
various crown and size grades, and a propor
tion of fruit which, in his opinion, was not: 
suitable for packing. Examination of the re-.. 
cords of the buyer disclosed that the apricots-. 
had been hought in a chaff bag from the de
fendant during January 1939. Defendant was .. 
a wholesale distri'butor of fresh fruit in many-
towns adjacent to We·st Wyalong. 

Defendant' was convicted and £ned £1 o-., 
with £3/3/ professional and 10/ court costs. 

At the same court James Cecil Thomas,. 
grocer, of West Wyalong, pleaded guilty to-" 
an information laid by the_ Board in respect 
of the possession for sale of dried apricots not 
packed and graded in accordance with the re-
gulations under the Dried Fruits Act 1933. 

In this case it was pointed out on behalf of .. 
the Board that there was no evidence of the"· 
identity of the person who sold the apricots to .. 
the defendant. A penalty of £10 was imposed 
together with 8/- costs of court. 

Mr. S. G. Wataon, Crown Law Office, ap
peared for the Board in each instance. 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
NOMINAL. CAPITAL. .......... £100,000 

PAID·UP CAPITAL. . . • . .. . . . • .. £99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
Head Office at 56·& Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Union Assurance Society Ltd. 
Cresco Manures 

AGENCIES: 

Harry Johnson's (lrymple) Dip 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites. 

A.M.P. Society. 
London &. Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Sisa\kraft, Marino Power Spray Plant. 

Aurora for Service 

I 

'-----------------------------------------------'','' 
Printed and Published for the Australian Dried Fruits Association by New Sunraysia Daily Pty. Ltd.,, Deakin. Avenue, Mildur:a.. 


