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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Hello Growers, welcome to the mid harvest edition. At 
the time of writing, harvest is underway. Rain at harvest 
has again shown the shortcomings of the sultana versus 
carina and sunmuscat. Bunch numbers on conventional 
pruned sultanas seem above last years, but berry size & 
weight seems down. Again we search for answers to the 
erratic behavior of our main variety with very little 
satisfaction. 

Heat? Low rainfall all year - until harvest time. We 
really are not getting the crops we know it is possible to grow. Reports coming 
in suggest that minimal pruned crops have been dreadful in most areas. 

Prices released by the processor /marketers are disappointing but reflect the 
marketplace. A shortage of high quality fruit and a firming of the top range has 
been negated by the appreciation of the Aussie Dollar. This rise has affected all 
exporters of Australian produce. 

Sunmuscat prices have fallen to the sultana range, following a leap in 
production. This price reduction has caused real concern amongst growers and 
as a result, ADFA has already hosted an industry forum, involving all sectors, 
to identify the marketing related issues to be addressed. I am confident that the 
industry will embrace a plan to take us forward. 

The Growers Forum in Jan 2003 was very well attended and I thank you for 
turning up to hear what your industry people are trying to do for you. The 
ADFA has more growers attend their meetings than other industries in the area 
(around 300 people) which gives us more reason to keep working hard on the 
vital issues you entrust to us. 

The local Sunraysia issue is the Drainage rate rebate issue and it is only the 
ADFA that has taken on the MRCC to seek help for local growers. The vote 
taken at the forum was a big help in getting the MRCC to respond to us and 
really find out what our opposition to this impost was. 

If you were not able to attend the forum, then you may have missed the news 
that the Board of M anagement made the decision to REDUCE the cost of 
ADFA membership from $12/ tonne to $8/ tonne. We need more growers to 
become members at the reduced rate and spread the cost more evenly. The more 
members we have, the more political weight we carry in representing growers' 
interests. 

You may be aware that we're seeking to add value to ADFA membership. We 
have sent each member a membership card entitling them to a rebate on drying 
oil purchases through Growmart; an ADFA shop discount; Telstra phone 
discount & we're looking for more preferred suppliers to benefi t members 
thoughout the year. If you are not a member al ready, please fill in a form & j oin. 

Water next year? We have got through this season with no interruptions. 
Thanks to water managers along the river & the storm we had around New 
Years Eve earlier fears of being rationed did not eventuate. However, this 
season there WAS water in the dams. The risk was that channel! river capacity 
might have been the limiting factor in getting water to us in time. 

There isn't enough stored water to see us through another irrigation season 
without real pain & major restrictions - if it doesn't rain in dam catchments in 
Autumn/ Winter this year. Average rains will not replenish storages adequately. 
These are still potential problems, but we must be aware of the possibilities. 
ADFA will monitor the situation & if restrictions do become a reality we will 
inform you of strategies that may be adopted. I hope the season finishes off well 
for you all. Regards, Peter Jones. 

March 2003 



INDUSTRY NEWS FROM THE ADFA BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 

Water Security & Meeting with MDBC 
The ADFA continues to liaise with local water authorities about 
water availabili ty & security of access next sununer/autumn 
(2003/2004). The MDBC has advised that it is now unlikely that 
restrictions will be imposed this season. 

ADFA has organised a meeting with Don Blackmore, Chief 
Executive Officer, MDBC in mid March to discuss the Living 
MUJny Discussion Paper and Water Availabi lity outlook in 
2003/2004. 

Roundtable on Water Property Rights 
Mr Graham Robertson , Chairman, Sunraysia Horticultural 
Alliance, represented Sunraysia horticultural groups at a 
Roundtable meeting hosted by the Victorian Government on 
Tuesday 18 February 2003. 

A number of important issues relating to water and property rights 
were considered. The contribution to environmental flows already 
made by Sunraysia was highlighted. 

Dried Grape Imports: 
Year to Date Imports: 
• Sultanas 
• Currants 
• Others 

. , 
Total tmports to 3 1 January 2003: 
ll982t (77% of previous year) 
1420t (I 02% of previous year) 

3754t (140% of previous year) 

YTD total imports of 17,156t are down 2,473t on imports for the 
same period last year of 19,629t. 

MRCC Drainage Tax 
The ADFA has continued to lead the fight against the imposition 
of the MRCC's duplicate drainage tax on dried fruit growers and 
other horticulturists - this tax is officially known as the higher 
differential general rate. 

The Board of Management resolved that strong action be taken to 
highlight ADFA concems during the lead-up to the MRCC 
elections in March 2003. The article on page 10 contains extracts 
from the ADFA submission, dated 6 February 2003, to MRCC 
seeking changes to the current Drainage Rate Rebate 
arrangements. 

While ADFA welcomed MRCC's initiative in developing a 
drainage strategy, we have objected to double taxing of dried fruit 
growers & other horticulturists to fund drainage works. 

Irrigators in MRCC areas already pay drainage rates to local water 
authorities or provide private drainage systems. 

The existing MRCC rebate process has not worked because 
inappropriate eligibil ity criteria have prevented legitimate grower 
applications from being successful to date. Indeed, grower 
frustration with the criteria means many growers did not apply for 
the rebate before the 31 January deadline. 

The criteria include a requirement for properties to be 4ha or 
more. This arbitrary size ignores the reality that many commercial 
enterprises comprise several properties of varying sizes. To date, 
more than 200 applications have been rejected on the basis of this 
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criterion. ADFA objects to this 4ha criterion and wants it removed 
or reduced to 2ha. 

This position was strongly supported by nearly 300 growers at the 
Sunraysia Growers' Forum held on 23 January 2003. 

The AD FA's preferred position is that all commercial horticultural 
enterprises should be exempted by MRCC from paying this new 
drainage rate. 

However, if a rebate is to be retained, then MRCC must make it 
work equitably with the eligibility criteria changed to ensure that 
all commercial horticultural landholders, already paying drainage 
rates or providing private drainage systems, become eligible for 
the rebate. 

ADFA Membership 
As advised in the December edition, the ADFA Board of 
Management has resolved that where feasible, services & benefits 
should be provided to members only. The aim is to add value to 
membership & attract members. 

Since then the Board has established a Membership Working 
Group to identify potential services & benefits for members. 

Initiatives undertaken have included: 
• Issuing members with a Membership Card and number 
• Establishing a Partnership Program with farm suppliers - with 
Growmart being our first partner - and offering members a rebate 
of 15c/litre (equal to $30 per 200 litre drum) on dry ing oil 
purchases (rebate paid via ADFA). 
• ADFA Shop discount of I 0% on retail purchases 

Other benefits such as the Tclslra/NFF Member discount of 10% 
(on top of any other Telstra deal) continue to be available to 
members. 

Importantly, the Board of Management has decided to drop the 
grower Membership Fee to $8/tonne, in recognition of the static 
outlook for dried fruits, as well as providing a real incentive for 
new members to join. 

Please note that ADFA continues lo circulate this newsletter to all 
dried fru it growers as a service to the industry. 

Your Membership Status? 
Unsure if you are cuiTently a member of ADFA? 

lf you are a member, then you will have recently received an 
ADFA Membership Card and been advised of your unique 
membership number. 

If you don't have a card, then you are NOT a current member. 
We urge you to complete the ADFA Membership Authority form 
included with this newsletter as an insert to non-members. 

ADFA Membership 
The grower membership fee has been set at $8 per tonne of 

dried fruit delivered to processors in 2003. 
Join now by returning your completed membership form. 
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Horticulture Australia 

INDUSTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
DRIED FRUIT RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

& DRIED GRAPE MARKETING REPORT 

DRIED GRAPE MARKETING lAC 
Horticulture Australia's Dried Grape Industry Advisory Conuni ttee 
met on January 22, 2003. 

Mr Brian Boulton was recently appointed to the Committee and joins 
Peter Jones as a producer representative on the Committee. The 
process ing and marketing sectors being represented by Mr Steve 
Gorman of Sunbeam Foods and Mr Brian Leckie of Angas Park Fruit 
company. The meeting addressed the following issues: 

Production & Marketing 
• Production Stati stics. The 2002 crop production figures are: 
Variety Sultana Cunants Raisins Other 
Received 30,09 1 3,473 1,842 987 
Packout 28,5 19 3, 185 1,542 892 

• Marketing Statistics. 
The marketing figures for the shipped tonnage for the year from 
March I to December 31, 2002 are: 
Variety 
Domestic 
Export 

Sultana 
12,022 
5,537 

Currants 
871 
804 

Raisins 
1,733 

293 

Total 
14,626 
6,634 

The marketers anticipated further domestic sales will take annual 
sales for Sultana, Currants and Raisins to 14,602, 1,09 1 and 2,169 
tonnes respectively. The tota l domestic sales tonnage being 17,862 
tonnes. 

The export sales for Sultana, Currants and Raisins are expected to 
increase to 8,555, 889 and 363 tonnes respectively. The total export 
sales tonnage being 9,808 tonnes. There has been increased sales 
made into Germany and other European countries with the UK 
remaining steady whilst sales into New Zealand have halved and 
shipments to Canada have contracted significantly. 

• Import Statistics. 
The import figures for the year from March 1 to December 31, 2002 
are: 
Variety Sultana TSR's Currants Total 

15,564 
from the 200 l/02 

Domestic 10,770 3,172 1,123 
These figures represent a 2,000 tonne reduction 
marketing year. 

• 2003 Yield Estimation Program. The yield estimates obtained from 
25 participating vineyards indicated that bunch numbers per vine for 
2003 are approximately 10% more than in 2002 however berry 
numbers per bunch are down from 315 to 204. The berries per vine 
are down from 10,640 to 7,300. The berry size in 2002 was unusual ly 
large. Based on the above the expectation was for yields to be down 
25% on 2002. 

The heatwave and harvest rain conditions occurred after the above 
assessment was undertaken and wi ll impact further on actual yields 
obtained. 

Export/Domestic Promotion 
• Export Market Development Grant. Horticulture Australia has 
applied to Austrade for an Export Market Development Grant to 
obtain governme nt support of up to 50% on e ligible export 
promotions. Lt is expected the EMDG for 2001 /02 will be $29,200 

• Export promotions 2002/03. 
The Committee has approved promotional funding to the following 
markets for 2002103: 
Market 
Germany I Europe 
UK 
New Zealand 
Japan I Pacific 
Total 

Amount 
$77, 140 
$35,950 
$21,710 
$ 15,200 
$150,000 

Your Farm's Future is in Good Hands 
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Victoria's specialist rural lender understands 
both finance and farming, and will design a 
financial package to suit your needs. 

With the flexibility and support to meet 
the peaks and troughs of farming, as well 
as personal service, no ongoing fees, and 
on-fa rm visit s, it makes sense to deal w ith 
a lender that va lues its long term client 
relationships. 

Finance is available for land, stock 
and equipment purchase, capital 
improvements, housing, working capital 
and invest ments. etc. 

Talk your plans over with Rural Finance today. 
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DRIED GRAPE MARKETING Continued 

Product Quality 
Chemjcal Residue Testing Program. The Dried Fruits Quality Centre 
is undertaking the chemical residue screening program during the 
2003 season. Each variety delivered by each producer is screened for 
chemical residues. The Australian industry has an excellent record in 
this area and the testing provides evidence of this. 

• Dried Grape Approved Supplier Program. The program has 
provided training to or recognised the QA accreditations of more than 
85% of dried grape producers. Audits have been conducted on over 
60% of these producers. The audits check mainly for contamination 
ri sks and the majority of growers have implemented common sense 
procedures such as no glass signage on the rack area to help ensure 
Australian fruit can continue to obtain price premiums in the very 
competitive world market. The courses have been cost and time 
efficient compared to other QA programs. The DGASP database is 
managed at HA's Dried Fruits Quality Cenu·e. 

• Spray Diaries I Chemical Use Database. The Quality Centre records 
the spray diary information within the DGASP database. Spray 
diaries should be handed to processors or to the DFQC Lemon 
Avenue. 

• Mould By-Product Tolerances. The Australian industry has 
provided information to assist in the preparation of submissions to 
maintain tolerances for mould byproducts at reasonable levels. These 
by-products mean that growers and processors will need to undertake 
a ll possible efforts to limit mould development on fruit to prevent 
mould by-products being formed. Testing for microbial 
contamjnation is undertaken at the Dried Fruits Quality Centre. 
International Liaison 
• 2003 International Sultana Conference. A repon on the Conference 
was given at the ADFA Grower Forum held in January. See the 
December issue of the Dried Fruits News for Conference information 
on world production and marketing. 

MOULD PREVENTION IN DRIED GRAPES 

The 2003 harvest has again been affected by rain & humid weather 
damaging fruit very quickly with berry ring necking and splitting. 

This type of berry damage is caused by the berry taking on 
moisture more quickly than it can return it to the vine through the 
stem or transpire it to the air through the berry skin. Splitting occurs 
when the berry cannot stretch enough to cope with the berry swelling 
from moisture taken to the berry as sap or water taken in through the 
skin due to osmotic pressure. 

Sultanas are particularly susceptible to splitting. A split berry may 
heal or damage further depending mainly on the weather. However, if 
prolonged humid or wet weather occurs the splits stay open, allowing 
a range of yeasts and moulds to attack the berry. 

These rots will usually take from five to seven days to appear on 
berries and are often spread by vinegar flies. Mould by-products can 
be a contaminant in the dried grapes and every effort must be taken 
to reduce the level of mould affected fruit in product delivered to 
processors. 

The major steps in achieving this are: 
• Commence cutting canes for trellis drying as soon as it becomes 
apparent that conditions wi ll lead to a prolonged level of humid 
weather after the rain event. This will reduce splitting and berry 
damage through which mould can infiltrate. 
• Rapid drying of fruit is the best defence against mould. The 
application of drying oil will speed this process however this is not 
always possible and humid still conditions wi ll slow initial drying. 
• Fruit already on racks and partially dry can be assisted by rack 
dehydration or solar curtains. Accelerating the drying process is the 
most effective to reduce fruit rot. 
• Application of sodium metabisulphate spray has little affect when 
applied to damaged grapes on the vine or rack & isn't considered 
worthwhile because the appl ication of moisture retards the drying 
process. 
• Mouldy bunches should not be placed in picking buckets. 
• Mouldy bunches should be removed from the rack during 
spreading. 
• If racks are covered then use of small quantities of burning sulphur 
can provide a good result without leading to residue concerns. 
Asthmatics must be careful around S02. 
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• Dipterex or similar product can provide some protection however 
vinegar flies are mobile & will return from neighbouring vineyards. 
Applications should not be undertaken close to the time of shaking 
due to residue concerns and wi ll not provide any benefit on near dry 
frui t anyway. 
• Fruit should be boxed in\o clean bins. 
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POST HARVEST VINE NUTRITION 

By Michael Treeby 1,2, Heather Frame 1,2 
& Graeme Sanderson 3 

At this time of the season growers should be planning the 
management of their vines to ensure that those vines go into 
winter dormancy in good condition. By this we mean that the 
permanent parts of the vi ne (i.e. the cordons, trunk and roots) 
have adequate carbohydrate and nitrogen reserves for the 
coming spring. It is important to remember that carbohydrate 
and nitrogen reserves stored by the vine in the postharvest 
period will support early spring growth of those vines. The 
inference is that vines that don't have adequate reserves may 
experience reduced bud burst and shoot growth compared to 
vines that do have adequate reserves. 

Hand harvesting or summer pruning of vines in the Sunraysia 
area normally takes place in mid February to early March. 
This normally leaves about 6-8 weeks of reasonable weather 
before the vines begin to shut down for winter. This shut 
down process will take about 3-4 weeks. 

, 
Vines that are deficient or marginal with respect to nitrogen 
will begin the process sooner than vines that have adequate 
nitrogen levels. Thi s is not an unusual occurrence - in furrow 
irrigated blocks leaves on vines at the tops of the rows go 
yellow & drop their leaves sooner than vines on the ends of 
the rows. 

At the other end of the scale, vines that have too much 
nitrogen may retain their leaves well into June. This is a time 
when the conditions for photosynthesis are poor, and green 
shoots are unli kely to mature. 

The message is that the period immediately after 
harvest/cutting is important for determining the vines' 
condition as they go into winter, and how well they will 
perform in early spring. To ensure that your vines will have 
adequate reserves of carbohydrate as they go into winter, 
there are several management practises that warrant 
consideration: 
• Fertilise vines with a moderate amount of nitrogen. 
Approximately 20kg N ha is needed between harvest/cutting 
and about early April. Higher rates may promote a vegetative 
flush that will not harden off. Later applications will be less 
effective and may cause the leaves to remain on the vine long 
after suitable conditions for photosynthesis have ceased. 
• Vines will use less water as conditions become cooler, but, 
depending on the season, postharvest irrigations may sti ll be 
necessary. So, continue to irrigate vines using water use, as 
measured by soil moisture monitoring devices, as an 
indication of need. Remember, water stressed leaves will not 
photosynthesize, and may drop off without translocating the 
nutrients in them to the permanent parts of the vine. 
• Cover crops will build up the organic matter content of soils 
leading to benefits in water infi ltration rate and aggregate 
stability. Phosphorus and potassium supplied during this 
time will probably meet vine needs next season. Some cover 
crops such as faba beans, c lovers and medics can fix 
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atmospheric nitrogen, but this is insufficient to meet the total 
needs of vines used for dried vine fruit production. 
Supplementary nitrogen will be needed next season if relying 
solely on the breakdown of the cover crop material to supply 
the vine with nitrogen needs next season. 
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HARVEST TIPS 

"Finish drying" is necessary to reduce the moisture content of dried grapes to levels acceptable for delivery to 
processors, without incurring "dehydration charges". A check-sheet for key Control Points is a useful aid for 
ensuring optimum quality retention. 

Ground Drying 

1. Ground sheets checked for 
contamination eg snails and weed 
seeds 

2. Sheets stored in snail free area 

3. Method of laying out sheets 
without running machinery on them 

4. Even tipped depth of fruit on sheets 
to allow faster drying 

5. Fruit raked evenly for colour 
development and blob removal 

6. Inspection and re moval of 
contaminates during raking out 

7. Fruit may be quickly covered in 
event of rain, heavy overnight dews 
or dust storms 

YES NO 

DO 
DO 
DO 
DO 
DO 
DO 
DO 

Rack Dehydration 

1. Even depth of fruit on the rack 
tiers, one bunch thickness 

2. Starting point moisture content of 
the fruit carefully assessed 

3. Rack fully enclosed with side and 
top curtains loosely fitted 

4. Thermometers positioned on the 
middle tiers at either end of the rack 
and the centre on the opposite side 
from the ducting 

5. D ucting placed inside the c urtain 
along the windward side. All outlets 
facing inwards and upwards. 

YES NO 

DO 
DO 
DO 
DD 

DO 
6. Routine monitoring and recording D D 
of temperatures at all locations. Temp 
not to exceed 60 degrees C 

7. Routine sampling and checking of 
frui t moisture content DO 

BIN DEHYDRATION BEST PRACTICE TIPS 
Do 
1. Undertake finish drying as soon as possible after the initial drying 

2. Maintain the dehydrator air temperature as uniformly as possible using a baffle to create air turbulence near the 
fan outlet (approx 1.5 m), or dehydrator ducting for heat distribution. 

3. Carefull y spread fru it to ensure even moisture removal and monitor temperatures for hot and cold spots us ing a 
thermometer every 3rd bin injtially. 

4. Raise the temperature of a cold spot, by creating more air flow to the area by allowing some additional air to 
escape beneath the cold spot. Eg, by reducing the depth of the fruit layer or modifying the base seal (if used) 
5. Remove green tinge and blobs, by placing a 150mm layer of fruit in the bins and raise the air temp to 60 degrees 

C. Dry for 5 hours or until the desired colour is achieved, then turn off the burner & leave fan running to cool f ruit. 
6. Allow the final product several hours of "cool down" after fin ish drying is complete, before boxing for storage and 
delivery to processors. 

7. Dry wetter fruit (17-20%) at an initial temperature of 50 degrees C, turn the burner off at night & leave the fan 
running for several hours to avoid condensation & sweating. Run the dehydrator temp on the following day between 
52-55 degrees C 

Don't 
1. Fill bins to the top unless the fruit is reasonably dry (14-16%) and requires only a small amount of "finishing off". 

2. Exceed an air temperature of 60 degrees C. Long periods of time at higher temperatures wil l case harden fruit and 
in extreme circumstances will result in fruit caramelisation. 
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SUNMUSCAT MARKETING FORUM 

An industry forum was hosted jointly by ADFA & 
Horticulture Australia on Thursday 20 February 2003 to 
consider issues relating to marketing of larger quantities 
of Sunrnuscats. 

Representatives of all industry sectors, including 
growers, processors and researchers were present. Mr 
Greg Buchanan, Department of Primary lndustties acted 
as the independent facilitator. 

The Forum was held because of increasing concerns 
about marketing of Sunmuscats after advice from 
processor/marketers over recent months about poor 
customer response & lack of price premium and 
Sunbeam's warning about the future issued at the 
Sunraysia Growers Forum on 23 January 2003 that: 

• There was limited export interest in Sunmuscats 
• Industry action was needed to clarify (a) the consumer 

response & (b) alternative uses ' 
• There was no market premium & 2003 Sunmuscat 

prices would be well down on the previous year. 

Objectives of the Forum included the development of a 
co-o rdinated marketing approach for Sunmuscats, 
defining potential market niches; identifying additional 
work required to develop Sunmuscat as a d ifferentiated, 
profitable product. 

A discuss ion paper, prepared by Ross Skinner, 
Horticulture Australia Limited, was circulated before the 
meeting to help focus the discussion on the major issues. 
The paper canvassed alternative product uses including 
raisin substitution, large berried snacking variety, stand 
alone variety & sultana substitution (blending). 

Production, processing & marketing advantages & 
disadvantages of Sunmuscats were discussed and 
participants then identified key issues to be addressed to 
make Sunmuscats a success in terms of marketing, 
processing & production. Some of the major issues 
identified included: 
Pricing 
• Sunmuscats need to be competitively priced. At the 

current stage of market development it is not possible to 
market Sunmuscats at an additional premium to the 
premium prices already fetched by Australian sultanas 
over other suppliers. 

• However, different market segments may achieve 
different prices 

Marketing 
• Sunmuscats have limited prospects of being marketed 

as a raisin substitute, due to contraction in the total 
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raisin market to about 2,000 tonnes. This raisin market 

segment would need to return prices that reflect extra 

input costs 

• Other market segments may include snacking, 

manufacturing & consumer packs (supermarkets) . 

Further work is required to assess different market 

niches and product characteristics required 

• Additional support information is required on 

manufacturing performance, including baking trials, 

new recipes & consumer snacking trials. 

• Consumer research - further work on factors affecting 

consumer choice is also required. 

The Future - What does all of this mean? 

ADFA Chairman, Peter Jones suggests that we may well 

see the following developments: 

1. A limited number of Sunmuscat growers may be 

contracted by processors to supply large berried 

Sunmuscats specifically treated to produce a suitable 

raisin alternative (the current estimate of this possible 

market is up to 300- 500 tonnes). This supply would 

supplement the 1500 tonnes of raisins being produced 

from Walthams & Gordos. 

2. Another group of growers may be contracted by 

processors to supply Sunmuscats specifically for a 

s tand-alone Sunmuscat pack. The product 

specifications (such as colour, size & flavour) would 

be determined by further urgent consumer evaluation 

trials & research on the effects of cultural practices. 

3. The remaining Sunmuscat growers supplying 

processors at sultana range prices, would benefit from 

lower inputs (such as no GA treatments) & substantial 

production benefits (such as consistently high yields; 

rain tolerance & better risk management of crop loss 

risks including berry drop, mould & its byproducts; 

reduced susceptibility to mildew diseases & loose 

bunch structure suited to trellis drying. 

4. Importantly, as further work is completed, additional 

market niches for Sunmuscats may be identified. 
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WATER SUPPLIES 02/03 & OUTLOOK FOR NEXT SEASON 

EXTRACTS FROM MURRAY-DARLING BASIC 
COMMISSION UPDATE 6 FEBRUARY 2003 

MDBC CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S MESSAGE 
The current drought is one of the most serious to affect the 
Murray Darling Basin over the last 100 years. This information 
paper provides an outlook for River Murray operation for the rest 
of the irrigation season & beyond. 
While there have been some previous droughts that have resulted 
in lower winter-spring inflows to the River Murray, they occurred 
before irrigation development expanded to present levels. In 
addition, we are in the second year of sustained dry period. River 
Murray system reserves were significantly depleted in 2001/02, 
and were not well replenished this season. Hence, New South 
Wales' & Victorian Murray irrigators are experiencing seasonal 
allocations lower than any previous season. South Australia is 
experiencing the longest period of being limited to Entitlement 
Flow, which is creating difficulties with low water levels & high 
salinity in the lower lakes. No flow has passed the Barrages for 
some 15 months. 
Whilst inflows are very low, release of s tored water to meet 
demand is providing flows along the mid-Murray which are 
considerably more than would have occyrred under 'natural' 
conditions. Without the dam & weirs along the Murray & the 
Snowy Mountains Scheme, the 'natural ' flow in the River Murray 
below Albury would be close to zero. 
In November 2002, water supply planning identified a potential 
worst case scenario of temporary shortfalls in water deliveries 
during late summer and autumn. Thankfully, such a shortfall is 
now unlikely to occur. However, the drought remains serious. 
From our perspective the drought will break when inflows to the 
system improve significantly. This will require substantial rainfall 
to overcome the dryness of the catchments. If next winter-spring 
is drier than the long-term average, water availability will be low, 
and the remaining reserves will need to be very carefully 
managed. 
DON BLACKMORE 
Chief Executive 

SYSTEM OPERATION 
Rainfall in mid-Murray & Sunraysia areas in late December & 
early January led to reduced river transmission losses & reduced 
evaporation from Lake Victoria. Storage volume in Lake Victoria 
is now higher than previous 'worst case' predictions made in late 
2002. 
In response, the rate of transfer from Hume Reservoir to Lake 
Victoria was reduced to conserve water in Hume. Hence, the 
storage level in Hume has leveled out & is unlikely to fall as low 
as previously forecast. Revised forecasts for storage levels 
(assuming dry conditions) are provided below. Dartmouth 
Reservoir (currently 40% capacity) may approach 20% capacity 
by the end of the irrigation season & water remaining will 
comprise most of the system reserves for next season's water 
supplies. Hume Reservoir is now at 5% capacity, which is the 
lowest that Hume has been since 1968. Storage is now unlikely to 
fall much below about 4% capacity as a result of continuous high 
levels of releases from the Snowy Scheme and Dartmouth, as well 
as reduced system losses downstream and reduced forecasts of 
irrigation diversion from now until the end of the season. 
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The situation at Menindee Lakes continues to be very serious. The 
volume stored in Menindee Lakes is the lowest since the water 
storage was completed in 1962. NSW is continuing to manage the 
Menindee Lakes system for lower Darling requirements and to 
assist in meeting supplies for Broken Hill. Lake Victoria storage 
(currently 73% capacity) is being steadily drawn down to assist in 
meeting South Australia's Entitlement Flow. 

j 

Dartmouth Reservoir Storage Outlook · 5 February 2003 
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Hume Reservoir Storage Outlook- 5 February 2003 
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2. Hume Reservoir 

WATER SUPPLIES FOR REMAINDER OF 2002/03 
With the slightly improved storage position for Lake Victoria and 
Hume Reservoir, it is likely that low storage levels will lead to 
difficulties in meeting demand along the River Murray. Whilst 
short-term peaks and very high river losses can be expected in 
February or March, the mid-Murray demand is well below 
maximum this season due to low allocation (particularly for 
NSW). In addition, river flows near Euston will be considerably 
higher than usual as part of South Australia's Entitlement is 
supplied from Hume and Dartmouth. 

OUTLOOK FOR NEXT SEASON 
Under continuing dry conditions, Commission storage is forecast 
to be very low, about 12% of capacity, at the end of the current 
season. 
Next season's water resource availability will be highly dependent 
upon inflows received next winter-spring. If conditions are drier 
than average, water availability to all three States will be low. For 
example, if inflows are lower than average, South Australia may 
not receive its full entitlement in 2003/04. 
The Commission is continuing to monitor conditions closely & is 
providing regular advice to South Australia, Victoria & New 
South Wales on the outlook for water availability for 2003/04. 
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ANGAS PARK FRUIT COMPANY UPDATE 

Angas Park Fruit Company is seeking to purchase dried 

vine fruit in all var ieties this season. 

"It is business as usual at Angas Park this season with aU 

varieties being purchased through the doors at the Irymple 

facility. Currant prices are $25 above our competitor's 

latest publi shed payment schedule at $1850 per tonne and 

$10 above on raisins at $1660 per tonne based on our low 

door price. Offers of $1435 per tonne for 5 light sultanas 

are also based on low door payments." , 

General Manager, Angas Park & Kangara Foods Brian 

Leckie recognises that it is a difficult year for growers 

with yields being below earlier forecasts, prices not 

achieving expectations and import prices coming down in 

Line with the dollar. However, we want to reassure all 

growers that we are working extremely hard at Angas 

Park to achieve results in the business and the market 

place which will reflect in grower returns in the long term. 

Angas Park is here to stay and we are committed to the 

longevity of the dried fruit industry in Sumaysia and the 

Riverland. We believe that if 

Admittedly change can be hard but is a constant and is 

critical for any industry and business to move forward and 

survive into the fu ture. 

Angas Park is in an exciting stage of development and 

growth and we are looking forward to the season's intake 

and the resultant markets which will eventuate. 

Under the Chiquita flagship both Angas Park and Kangara 

Foods are breaking new ground and are forging forward 

as are all the individual core businesses. Chiquita Brands 

South Pacific continues to consolidate their position in the 

Australian and overseas markets They are actively 

focussed on continuing to strengthen their already 

successful branding and are committed to a long term 

strategy. 

Wishing all dried fruit suppliers all the best for the 

harvest. 

Please contact us with your fruit placement requirements. 

together as growers and 

processors we continue to 

become more effi cient in how 

we do things the association 

will be a long, fruitful and 

profitable one. 

Enjoy a fruitful experience. 

Innovation, a little imagination, 

and determination are the 

ingredients to drive this 

Industry successfully into the 

future. It' s time to "think 

outside the square" and to see 

the big picture of where we can 

progress both in growing and 

processmg. 
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Drop into the Angas Park Shop and it could prove very fruitful indeed With a 

wide range of naturally delicious goodies, there's something for everyone. 

Open Monday - Friday, 9arn - 5pm, Saturday & Public Holidays. llarn - 4pm. 

1554 Koorlo ng Avenue, lrymple. 1£1ephone: (03) 5024 7077. 
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SUNRAYSIA FORUM & NFF BRIEFS 

Sunraysia Growers Forum Repor t 
More than 250 dried fruit growers attended the Sunraysia 
Growers' Forum held in Mildura on 23 January 2003 to hear 
a wide range of industry speakers from ADFA, Horticulture 
Australia Ltd, Angas Park & Sunbeam Foods, Department of 
Primary Industries & CSIRO. 

Topics covered included: 
• Dried fruit industry R&D program & marketing - report on 

use of levy funds by Barrie MacMillan, Chairman of Dried 
Fruits Research & Dried Grape Marketing Industry 
Advisory Committees. 

• "Australian Rootstocks for Australian Conditions" - report 
on potential new rootstocks by Peter Clingeleffer, CSIRO. 

• Mould Risk Management - Update from Bob Emmett, 
Department of Primary Industries. 

• 2003 Market Outlook - presentations by both Sunbeam 
Foods and Angas Park Fruit Company. 

In addition, the Forum supported the following resolution 
moved from the floor, call ing for the ADFA to continue its 
efforts to overturn the Mildura Rural City Council's double 
taxing of some irrigators. 

"That this Forum request the ADFA Board of Management to 
continue its efforts to overturn the double taxation of some 
irrigated lands that is the result of inequitable criteria 
applied to assess rebate applications to MRCC's new 
drainage rate. 

Specifically, that the Board of Management demand that the 
MRCC remove the criterion requiring land titles to be 4 
hectares or more to qualify for a rebate of the new rate where 
these lands are already rated for drainage facilities by water 
authorities". 

ADFA Chairman, Peter Jones said the resolution was a 
strong, clear expression of grower opinion that should not be 
ignored by the MRCC. Another submi ssion has been 
prepared for consideration by the MRCC. 

NFF & Industrial Briefs 
Pre-budget submission 
NFF has called on the Government to maintain fiscal 
restraint, while providing essential drought assistance & 
infrastructure spending, particularly through the new land 
transport plan. NFF has also called for further changes to 
Exceptional Circumstances including streamlining of EC 
process, Commonwealth taking full responsibility for both 
welfare and business support components & support for 
drought preparedness measures. NFF has sought 
abandonment of the proposed diesel excise surcharge, due to 
start on 1 July. 

AusLink - NFF has supported moves for a more structured, 
long term & cross-modal transport investment. Also argued 
that fuel taxation should not be used for revenue raising. 
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E nvironment - NFF has met with a group of eminent 
scientists and key representatives of non-government 
environmental organisations to progress the development of 
an Australian Water Plan. 

Water R esource Security - NFF has been preparing 
responses to two separate policy papers developed by State 
and Federal Governments last year - to discuss issues from 
the perspective of States by the COAG CEO's Group & by 
the Commonwealth. 

National Wage Case- NFF is compiling evidence to oppose 
the ACTU claim for a $24.60 per week wage increase. NFF 
will highlight many issues including the impacts of the 
drought & low profitability of many agricultural and 
horticultural industries. 

EURAGAP - NFF has been invo.lved in discussions on the 
development of guide lines for horticultural producers trying 
to implement the EUREGAP QA system required by 
E uropean markets. 

Come into The ADFA Shop and browse 
through our selection of Australian Dried 
Fruits, Platters, Glace Fruits & Nuts, Gift 
Baskets, Health Foods (Diabetic I Gluten 

Free), Beauty Products and more ... .. 

Dr Sandra Cabot " Your Health in Your 
Hands" Seminar 

On: Tuesday 251
h March 

Time: Seminar starts at 7:30pm 
A t: The ADFA Shop 

33 Deakin Ave, Mildura 
You can learn the truth about hormone replacement 

and; 
• Natural Designer Hormones (including DHEA) for 

men & women wanting to slow down aging 
• Natural strategies to help your liver 

• Secrets to weight loss 
• How to boost you energy and immune system 

and more ... 
Ticket Price $15.00 Limited Tickets available. 

For more information. call The ADFA Shoo on 03 5023 
While in the shop why not stop in at the 

'Healthy Way Eatery' 

Lunch, Morning & Afternoon Tea ~ 
Freshly Squeezed Ju ices 

Eat in or Takeaway 

TRADING HOURS 
Monday to Friday 9am - 5.30pm 

Saturday 9am - 12 noon 
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SUNBEAM FOODS UPDATE 

Sunmuscats - The State of Play. 
At the ADFA Sunraysia Forum in January, Sunbeam Foods 
revealed pleasing reports on the very good growth of the 
dried vine fruit retail sector & the slowdown in the volume 
of imported vine fruit. However, it was also stated that the 
Sunmuscat variety was not achieving the sales to sustain the 
significant market premiums that growers had experienced in 
previous seasons. 

It was forecast that the season 2003 price for Sunmuscats 
was likely to be significantly less than that offered in 2002. 
Subsequently Sunbeam has written to growers enclosing a 
Seasonal Pricing and Payment Schedule that has Sunmuscats 
priced at levels $200 to $400 per tonne less than last year. 
There are various reasons as to why th.is price drop has 
occurred, but the main one is the difficulty that Sunbeam has 
had in managing to convince our customers to pay hundreds 
of dollars more per tonne for this variety over Sultana. 

The growth of the variety in production volume is now 
gathering momentum as shown below. , 
1999 71 tonnes 
2000 90 tonnes 
2001 139 tonnes 
2002 750 tonnes 
2003 forecast 1300 tonnes 

The popularity of the variety is understandable as it is 
recognised to have wonderful production benefits including: 
• Consistently higher yields (up to 100%) more than sultana 
• Resistance to splitting/berry drop, mould development and 
mycotoxin contamination resulting from a wet harvest 
• Loose bunch structure suited to trellis drying. 

These remain and continue to benefit growers while we 
address the serious issue of slower than forecast sales. 

Much has been done by Sunbeam to effectively market 
Sunmuscat and some actions inc.lude -
1. Introducing the only branded Sunmuscat retail product & 
quickly achieving sales of 70 tonnes per annum. The product 
was sold in 85% of retail outlets. Th.is sales volume has 
stalled despite constant in-store promotion, sampling & 
discounting. 
2. Introducing Sunmusact in the Raisin Combo snack pack 
marketed as "Fruit on the Go". 
3. Sending hundreds of samples to our international contacts 
and customers. These were followed up by numerous visits 
to promote Sunmuscat sales. 
4. Working with the Research & Development sections of 
our major industrial and bulk customers to explore new 
opportunities. 

Please be assured that these efforts will continue as Sunbeam 
has a commitment to Sunmuscats. 

In 2002 Sunbeam purchased over 85% of the total tonnage of 
Sunmuscat deliveries. 
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In the next 12 months Sunbeam Foods will attempt to clarify 
the following issues : 
Do customers prefer light golden Sunmuscats similar in size 
to Sultana? 

Do customers perceive that Sunmuscats taste different to 
Sultana? 

How do Sunmuscats perform in various baking situations? 

Determine opportunities, if any, for Sunmuscats to replace 
Raisins. 

Quantify what benefits growers receive when producing 
Sunmuscats over Sultana. 

In conjunction with the ADFA, Horticulture Australia, 
CSJRO and other agencies, Sunbeam intends to isolate the 
factors we need to address so as to maximise the value 
received from all markets for this important variety. 

GRAPEVINE 
GRAFTLINGS 
&ROOTLINGS 
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• Serving Australian Viticulture for 50 years . 
• AVIA accredited Nursery 
• Available for immediate planting as 18 month 

old grafted vines, container grown in bio
degradable Plant Bands: 
SUNMUSCAT ON K51-32 

• Available for planting this Winter as Grafted 
dormant 12 mth old field grown vines : 
CARINA CURRENTS ON K51-32 
CARINA CURRENTS ON RAMSEY 
CARINA CURRENTS ON RUGGERI 140 
SULTANA H5 ON RAMSEY 

• Hot Water Treated. 
• Trichoderma protected. 
• Taking orders now for 2003 & 2004 

requirements . 
• We also stock a full range of container grown: 

Olive, Citrus, Avocado & Pistachio Trees 

Sunraysia Nurseries, 
PO Box 45, Sturt Highway, 

GOL GOL, NSW, 2738 
Ph: 03 5024 8502 Fax: 03 5024 8551 
Email: sales@sunraysianurseries. com. au 

Website : www. sunraysianurseries. com. au 
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Qantaslink flies to over 55 destinations around Australia. Plus, we can connect you to the Qantas nat ional and 
global network with ease. So whether you're flying for business or pleasu re , you can count on Qantaslink 
to help you get there. For flight details or to book, see your licensed travel agent or call Qantas on 13 13 13. 

~OANTASI.INK 
QXLEAO I 0 I. Eastern Australia Airlines Pty Ltd ABN 77 00 I 599 024, Sunstate Airlines (Qid) Pty Ltd ABN 82 009 734 703, Impulse Ai rlines Pty Ltd ABN 33 069 
720 243 and National Jet Systems Pty Ltd ABN I I 008 279 203 as Qantaslink. Internet address: qantas.com 



ADFA DRAINAGE RATE SUBMISSION TO MRCC 

EXTRACTS FROM THE ADFA DRAINAGE RATE 
SUBMISSION TO MRCC DATED FEBRUARY 6, 2003. 

Drainage Rebate - Higher Differential General Rate 
Drainage Rates - Irrigators in MRCC areas are paying up to 
$ 174.56/ha in drainage charges to local water authorities, 
assuming a standard water right of 9. 144ML/ha. Irrigators with 
almonds & citrus are paying even more. 

Drainage Strategy - The ADFA has welcomed the initiative 
taken by the MRCC is developing a drainage. 

Inequities in the Rebate Process - ADFA has maintained the 
basic position that commercial dried fruit growers and other 
horticulturists must not be disadvantaged by being burdened 
with a duplicate drainage charge or tax. 

However, since the rebate process and criteria were established, 
ADFA has expressed continuing opposition to the criterion 
requiring properties to be 4ha or more to be eligible for the 
rebate. , 
We believe that individual property assessment is irrelevant and 
probably should not be used as a criterion. However, if it is to 
be included then it is the cumulative size of the horticultural 
enterprise that should be considered. 

There is a strong argument that those landholders who provide 
a private drainage system (and thus don't pay drainage rates to 
local water authorities) should also be exempted from the new 
drainage charge, on the basis that they are providing the 
drainage service already. 

Meeting between ADFA & MRCC on Monday 3 February 
2003. MRCC advised the following: 
• A report on the differential rate rebate is being prepared for 
February Council meeting, with the aim of identifying any 
inequities 
• The 4ha criterion was determined by MRCC 
• A single rate valuation can be requested provided that 
properties involved are contiguous, under same ownership and 
used for same purpose. 
• MRCC originally sought but was unable to obtain property 
information from Water Authorities (due to Privacy Act) - wi th 
aim of exempting eligible horticulturists. 
• ADFA's preference for "single farm enterprise" to be exempted 
from the new rate was rejected - on basis that MRCC could not 
confirm claims relating to a "single farm enterprise" 
• Other issues to be addressed include those situations where 
grower landholders provided a private drainage system. 

Local Government Act Provisions - ADFA considers that 
several provis ions of the Local Government Act 1989 may be 
relevant to this matter and it's preferred option for a differential 
rate exemption to be granted to commercial horticultural 
enterprises, rather than the rebate appl ication & approval 
process. 

"Single farm enterprise" - the Act makes provision for a 
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"single farm enterprise". Section 159 (Municipal Charge) refers 
to a "single farm enterprise" and defines this as meaning 2 or 
more properties which are: 
1. Farm land 
2. Farmed as a single enterprise 
3. Occupied by the same person or persons 
4. Whether or not the properties are contiguous 
OR which as to all the properties except one: 
1. Are farm land farmed as a single enterprise occupied by the 
same person or persons; and 
2. As to one property contiguous with at least one of the other 
properties, is the principal place of residence of that person or 
one of those persons. 

Ownership - The Act acknowledges that there may be more 
than one owner where a single rate valuation is provided by a 
Council. Section 158A (Rates & Charges to be levied on each 
occupancy) part (2) indicates that a Council valuation may treat 
land as "a single rateable entity" - when the land is "owned 
separately by 2 or more people" . 

Both of these Sections appear to con Oict with advice given by 
MRCC officers at our meeting on Monday 3 February 2003 -
that growers could seek a single rate valuation only if properties 
had the same ownership, same use and were contiguous. 

ADFA believes that in light of the above, growers should be 
able to seek a single rate valuation provided the land (2 or more 
rateable properties) in question is: 
• Farm land 
• Farmed as a single enterprise 
• Occupied by same person or persons (ie more than one 
property owner) 
•Whether or not contiguous 

SUMMARY 
A. ADFA's strong preference is for MRCC to administer the 
new differential rate so that commercial horticulturists paying 
drainage rates to a local water authority are automatically 
exempted. This exemption should be applied retrospectively to 
2002/2003. However, if necessary: 
B. Growers should be able to seek a single rate valuation, at no 
cost, based on the above listed criteria (the "single farm 
enterprise" definition in Section 159 of the Local Government 
Act) 
C. If a rebate appl ication process remains necessary, then the 
same criteria as defined above (including the requirement for 
drainage rates to be paid to either FMIT or SRWA) should be 
applied. This must be a once-only process. 
D. As an absolute minimum - the rebate criteria must be 
changed to either remove the 4ha property size limit or reduce 
it significantly from 4ha to 2ha. In any event, the rebate must be 
applied retrospectively to eligible landholders in 2002/2003. 
E. That consideration be given to making those landholders 
providing private drainage systems eligible for an exemption or 
rebate. 
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MILDURA FIELD DAYS & HARVEST WEATHER SERVICES 

Mildura & District Dried Fruits Association (A.D.F.A.) 

52ND MILDURA DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL FIELD 
DAYS 

Tues. 27th. & Wednesday 28th. May 2003 
All growers of grapes for drying - sultanas, currants, raisins, 

sunmuscats or any other variety are reminded that the 
Horticultural Field Days will be held at the TAFE College site 
in Benetook Avenue, Mildura on Tuesday 27 & Wednesday 28 
May, 2003. 

The Field Days originated more than 50 years ago to 
publicise gadgets some growers were developing to ease the 
workload of producing optimum dried vine frui ts in the 
Sunraysia area. Gadgets now take a second place to a vast array 
of products & information for all growe9l. 

There will still be a Gadget Alley & organisers are hoping 
that enterprising growers will enter innovative aids or gadgets 
they have developed to ass ist in working their properties. These 
aids and/or gadgets will be judged & prizes awarded for those 
deemed most useful for the modern grower. 

However the real draw-card for growers will be the latest 
tractors and implements and innovative ideas on display. It is 
recommended that those who plan to attend at least one of the 
days should set aside a whole day if they really expect to see all 
that is on offer. 

Exhibitors - have a captive audience - men and women who 
are vitally interested in all that the world has to offer to enable 
them to cut costs while increasing their production. The more 
industry-specific are the exhibitors that attend, the better it is for 
those who come to look, learn, & perhaps buy. 

The organisers have endeavored to limit the exhibits to things 
that are agriculturally based or at least have a vital interest to the 
lives of our horticulturists. They will also continue with a policy 
of free admission for those attending & moderate fees for 
exhibitors so that neither will be prevented from coming. The 
site has ample off- street parking & food stalls. 

Again this year insurance is causing problems for the 
running of the Field Days & the organisers require exhi bitors to 
provide a certificate of currency from their insurers before they 
can be accepted onto the site as exhibitors. This protects both 
exhibitors & organisers. 

The exhibitor appl ication forms have been posted out and the 
organisers are eagerly awaiting their return. Any traders who 
would like to know more need only to contact the A.D.FA. 
Head Office at 31 Deakin Ave, Mildura. 

The committee of the Mildura and District Dried Fruits 
Association believes that the field days are well worth a visit by 
all growers and recommend that the dates of 27th and 28th May 
2003 should be included in the diaries of all growers. 

Special Weather Forecast for Fruitgrowers 
At ADFA request the Victorian Bureau of Meteorology has 
again agreed to provide a special weather forecast from 
February through to mid ApriL 
The 3 components of the service are: 
I . A recorded telephone information service provided by the 
Mildura Meteorological Office, updated hourly between 6am 
and 9pm during the season, and providing verbal advice on any 
areas of rain being observed on weather radar and a description 
of current and forecast weather. Information available on 1900 
957 493. 
2. A special harvest forecast prepared each afternoon by 
forecaster in the Victorian Regional Forecast Centre in 

Melbourne. This forecast focuses on the likelihood of 
conditions that have the potential to damage fruit or affect 
drying fruit. This forecast is disseminated via the 1900 
telephone service. 
3. The duty weather observer in our Mildura office provides a 
weather briefing each morning on Mildura radio. 
Note 1 - the cost of the 1900 phone service is 77c per minute. 
Note 2 - there are three fax Weather map products that can be 
accessed. 
• Analysis chart (latest weather map)- 1902 935 210. 
• 24-hour forecast chart on 1902 935 211. 
• 4-day forecast on 1902 935 002. 
Information on Weather by Fax is available at 
http://www.bom.gov.au/other/wbf/wbf.shtml 

Ashville Grape Harvesting 
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MECHANICAL GRAPE HARVESTING 
All varieties of wine grapes and dried grapes 

Single wire to 4ft wide trellis 
SWING ARM TRELLIS 

Bin trailers provided for wine and dried grapes 
Reliable, up to date machine, Experienced operator 

For more information please contact Ashley Munro 
0428840235 or 50253305 
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POTASH & DRYING OIL 

POTASSIUM 
CA~SONATE 

NET Wf 25 KGS 

Growmart is the merchandise division on the Mildura Co-operative Fruit Company Limited. 
With over 100 years in the Australian Dried Fruits Industry you can trust Growmart 

for the right advice and quality products. 

COVER CROP PRIORITY TO ADFA MEMBERS 
Growmart's supply department placed orders for cover crop seed in September 2000 t ensure 

supply and avoid price increases because of the drought. ALL ADFA GROWERS WHO 

Growmart 

PURCHASED THEOR DRYING SUPPLIES 
FROM GROWMAAT THIS YEAR WILL HAVE 

PRIORITY ACCESS TO THIS SEED. 

8TH ST MILDURA, 15TH STREET MILDURA 
(WESFARMERS), RED CLIFFS, COOMEALLA, 

NANGILOC, NYAH WEST & ROBINVALE 

PH 1300 366 186 

.- GROWMART is the offical supplier of the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
• 


