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THE WORK OF THE A.D.F.A. 
Board of Management Report to 

Federal Council 
Events of particular importance to the industry were d<'!a!t with by the 

Chairman of the Association (Mr. H. D. Howie) in submitting the report of the 
Board for the past year. Mr. Howie stated:-

"The year, 1940, has been one of grave 
anxiety to the whole British Empire, and at 
the time of writing this report, we have the 
spectacle of Great Britain alone, bearing the 
brunt of the most relentle,ss attack on civilisa
tion the world has ever known. It is heartening 
to know that our own men are now arriving 
in ever increasing numbers to assist the Mother 
Country in the struggle, the outcome of which 
will affect the lives of all _people and the 
future of every country. Our sympathy 
goes out to the people of Great Britain in the 
ordeal they are facing so bravely, .and our 
whole-hearted admiration is given to the Royal 
Air Force and the Royal Navy for the mag
nific~nt work they have done in resisting in
vasion and keeping the ocea11; routes open for 
commerc-e. 

"Our industry has been remarkably fortu
nate in disposing of th~ 1940 crop," continued 
Mr. Howi.e. "A record tonnage of 76,000 
toris having been shipped ove-rseas to the mar
kets. of Great Britain; Canada, New Zealand 
and the East. Although the prices at which 
the fruit has been sold .are not high, it is grati
fying to face the coming 1941 season with 
clear decks. The shipping of the fruit has 
been made possible by the recognition of the 
high food value OJ dried fruits, the concen
trated form of which makes for economy of 
cargo ·-space. 

~-

Hy our Board regrets to record · the 
death of Mr. A. F. Bell, C.M:G., Deputy 
Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Control Board, 'since its inception 
in 1924. During this period, Mr. Bell 
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took a prominent part in the develop
ment of our overseas markets, and his 
financial ability and wide business ex
perience was of very great value to the 
industry. Mr. Bell was widely reco-g
niz.ed as one of Australia's most valuable 
citizens, and he was untiring in his ser
vices to any caUse which was for the 
national good. In particular, Mr. Bell 
made the welfare of the Dried Fruit In
dustry his great concern, and much that 
has happened for its betterment during 
,the past. 16 years was due to his efforts." 

MARKETING 
Dealing with marketing, the chairman stat

ed that, "The marketihg of the 1940 crop 
has bee.n carried out successfully under the 
war-time conditions. 

"Our Commonwealth prices," he continued, 
"were submitted for review to the Prices 
Commissi!fner, who allowed certain price in
creases because of the very ~ubstantial increase 
in the costs of production. .Although the 
short supply of certain grades that are usually 
supplied to pastrycooks and bakers caused some 
concern in the trade, our sales in Australia 
have been buoyant in all fruits. 

"During the ye.ar several conferences have 
taken place between the Association Distri
buting Agents and Members of the Board, on 
problems arising in connection with distribu
tion, and these--discussions have led to a better 
understanding and· to the smoother working of 
association affairs. 

"The overseas marketing has been conduct
ed by the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Con-
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trol Board, and we heartily congratulate that 
Board on the success that has attended . their 
efforts in marketing the record expOrt tonnage 
they were called upon to handle. 

"The· sales to Great Britain were made 
through the Department of Commerce to the 
Ministry of Food, which controlled the· distri
bution in that country. Although. prices 
were not high, we greatly appreciate the fact 
that 50,000 tons of our. fruit was. taken by the 
:Mother Country, and that shipping was made 
available for its despatch. 

"Sales to Canada .and New Zealand have 
been made in greater volUme than before, and 
the_. trade has expressed appreciation of the 
quality of our 1940 pack. 

"Towards the end of the season a greater 
demand has been experienced in orders from 
the East, and it is hoped that this market will 
continue operating in our fruits in the future. 

"News has been received of the wrecking of 
of the London Offices of the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board, also the premises 
of one of our leading agents, and this makes 
us re,alize the strain and anxiety under which 
the staffs of our London· associates are carry
ing on," said :Mr. Howie. ~·It is pleasing to 
record that an appeal sponsored by this Asso
ciation to packers and agents for monetary 
assistanc·e· to be sent to help in the relief of 
those who had lost their homes in England, 
w.as readily responded to. The sum of 
£3,000 was subscribed and promptly remitted 
to the Lord Mayor of London, and apprecia
tive acknowledgement has been received. 
Packers, both within and outside this Asso
ciation, subscribed to this fund, and local 
centres in the fruitgrowing areas have col
lected additional substantial funds for this 
purpose .. 

1940 CROP 
"The 1940 season was particularly favor

able to harvesting and drying operations, and 
the total production of dried vine and tree 
fruits was a record one, amounting to 100,240 
tons, as compared with the previous highest 
production in 1938 of 97,902 tons. The 
statistical figures and comments dealing with 
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the different fruits are contained in the sec
retary's report, and should be read in conjunc
tion with this report. 

INCREASING COSTS 
"!oo much emphasis could not be placed on 

the need for economy," said Mr. Howie. 
"Under war conditions, the price~ of most of 
the requisites for production are rising. Car
bonate of potash, superphosphate, sulphate of 
ammonia, box shooks and hessian have all 
taken a sharp rise in price, and as large quan
tities of these commodities are used in our in
dustry, our costs of production have been 
materially added to. !There does not appear 
to be any likelihood of an early relief from 
this position, and as there is small prospect of 
obtaining higher prices for our fruits, growers 
are urged to effect "T€COnomies where possible 
without prejudicing their yields. The nee.d 
for economy has been further accentuated by 
the successive quarterly rises in wages, owing 
to increase.d cost of living. The basic wage 
now stands at £4/3/- per week, and the Arbi
tration Court, in a recent award, has increas~ 
ed the margins for skill and given other bene
fits to employees, including an additional 3/
per we.ek to seasonal employees during the re
cognized harvesting and packing season. 

PREVENTION OF FROST DAMAGE 
"As a result of the Interstate Frost Confer

ences arranged by the Board in 1936 and 1937, 
and the great expansion of the practice re
sulting, a great deal of valuable data has been 
compiled under field conditions. With a 
view of facilitating the collation of the re
-mlts in the several centres, the Board has 
.trranged for a meeting at Mildura of those 
who haye taken a leading part in the study of 
the problem. A report of these discussions 
will be published in the Association's journal.~' 

FUTURE PROSPECTS 
In concluding his report, the chairman add

ed that the disposal o.f the coming .crop must 
depend upon the .availability of shipping, "and 
in this vital matter we confidently rely upon 
the continued success of the Royal Navy and 
Air Force in keeping the ocean routes open for 
Empire commerce, he stated. 

S.A. DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

ELECTION FOR GROWERS 
REPRESENif ATIVES 

Five Nominations For Two 
Vacancies 

In terms of the Dried Fruits Act, the tri
ennial election for three representative-s of the 
prOducers on the S.A. Dried Fruits Board will 
take place in December. 

Nominations closed on Friday, November 
8, and the secretary of the board (Mr. W. N. 
Twiss), who -is the returning officer, advised 
that five nominations had been received fOr 
the two seats for District No. 1 (irrigated 
areas). These are Messrs. R. Curren (Berri), 
]. R. Jemison (Ramee), C. S. Ruston (Ren
mark), E. N. Seary (Renmark), and C. W. 
Till (Barmera). 

The retiring members are Messrs. J. B. Mur
doch (Waikerie), who is not seeking re
election, and C. W. Till, who has again nomi
nated. 

As nominations have been received from 
mor~ than the required number, a ballot will 
be taken of all registered producers in the irri
gated areas. Voting papers were posted on 
November 27, and these are returnable by 
December 14. The votes will be counted on 
December 16. 

For District No. 2 (non-irrigated areas), 
which is represented by one member, only one 
nomination was received, that of Mr. C. E. 
Russell, the sitting member, who will con
tinue in office for a further period of three 
years from January i next. 

That annual holiday. One. month on the 
sands and the rest of the year on the rocks. 
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The Activities of the Association 

Possible Disposal of Distillery Fruit 

SULTANA DIFFERENTIALS AMENDED 

At the Board of Management meetings held prior to, and after the Federal 
Council meeting at Mildura, a considerable amount of time was devoted to the 
items for Federal Council. The matter of distillery fruit was again dealt with, 
and the Chairman spoke on the negotiations between packers and Mr. Allen, of 
the Tarac Manufacturing Coy. Pty. Ltd., regarding the' purchase of this type of 
fruit. Certain other aspects of the use of distillery fruit were discussed, and 
it was agreed that packers be ,requested not to conclude a contract with the 
T arac Company until recommended to do so by the Special Committee appoint
ed to handle distillery fruit. The committee appointed were Messrs. Howie, 
Sims and Rawlings. 

Dealing with this matter at the Council 
meeting later, Mr. Howie state.d that the situ
ation developed as the result of the refusal by 
the wine-makers and distilleries to take the 
fruit, and to their being successful in having 
the Government prohibit the use of dried 
fruits for that purpose. Mr. Howie went on 
to say that .the Board had had a meeting with 
the Viticultural Council, which had agreed to 
consider whether its m(;jmbers could not use 
dried fruits, and were surprised when it had 
approached the Minister with .a view of hav
ing dried fruits excluded. Since then there. 
had been changes of LM.inisters. As an alter
native to the distillery use of thiS fruit, the _ 
Board had been negotiating for the use as 
spirit for power alcohol, but -had made little 
progress to date as we were awaiting a report 
on costs. The chairman added that the &ard 
had had an offer from a manufacturer of 
cream of tartar, who proposed using this 
waste fruit for tartaric acid and power spirit. 
Negotiations with this company had almost 
reached a: satisfactory stage when it was found 
that it could only get a yearly lease of the 
premises it was occupying at Berri, instead of 
the three years it needed to justify the expen
diture on plant. This company must now 
find other premises, but in the meantime 
efforts were being made to have "'last year's 
residue treated at Berri. 

SULTANA DIFFERENTIALS SEASON 1940 

A discussion took place ort the announced 
differentials for sultanas, s.iason 1940. At the 
last Board meeting it was decided to refer this 
matter back to the Special Committee, and 
th~ Board had before them a report .from the-
Special Committee making rec-ommendations 
in respect to the differentials for 5 -crown and 
4-crown. Following the resolution carried at 
Federal Council meeting, giving the Board of 
Management power to alter or vary announc
ed differentials, should such in their opinion 
be necessary, it was resolved "that the final 
account sale differentials for sultanas, season 
1940, be as follows: 

5 -crown over 3 -crown· 
4-crown over 3 -crown 
3-crown 
2-crOwn under 3-crown 
1-crown under 3 -crown 
«Plain" under 3 -crown 

Per Ton 
£5 

£1/17/6 
Basis 
£2/7/6 

£4/12/6 
£7 

CORED DRIED PEARS 
A letter was received from the N.S.W. 

Dried Fruits Board, advising that their In- · 
spector had visited .a large number of grocers 
shops in the country districts of New South 
Wales, and that grocers generally required 
cored dried pears, which they contended would 
considerably increase the volume of sales. It 
was pointed out that in the past agents who 
had cored dried pens had found difficulty in 
gett-ing an increase in price, but it was de· 
cided to take up the matter with the South 
Australian Packers' Association to see whether 
it would be possible to. increase the supply of 
this line . 

Other matters dealt with were: vine quotas 
for 1940~ and the Board had before it a state
ment setting out likely final pack and anti
cipated requirements of the various markets. 
Publicity matters resulting from a discussion 
at the Council meeting were discussed, and 
the question was left in the hands of the 
chairman to negotiate with the Chairman of 
the Joint Publicity Committee. 

English Experiment 

ANIMI\.L FOOD 
Cattle on a farm at Sprowston, Norfolk, 

and pigs at a farm research station at Cam
bridge are being fed on dried fruit as an ex
periment. The fruit consists of sult::tnas and 
figs, which were part of a big purchase of 
Turkish dried fruits left over from Britain's 
Christmas puddings last year. 

The ten bullocks taking part in the experi
ment certainly like the sultanas and are doing 
well. They lick their Cribs out and always 
blare for more. 

Grocers in Britain are wondering just how 
their women customers will like the idea of 
paying' 7d a pound for sul~anas when cattle 
are being fed on them at a very much lower 
price. 

But the experiment is to find out if dried 
fruits would form an economic and suitable 
ingredient· in compound fee·ding stuffs for 
farm animals to keep up the meat and milk 
supplies in wartime. 

A few large handfUls of sultanas are in
cluded in the cattle's normal daily ration of 
dried be.et pulp, nut cake and hay. 

Barme:ra Co-operative Pacldng Co. Ltd. 

Local Agents 

BARMERA, S.A. 
DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PA.CKERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 
Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International Harvester 

Coy. Ltd., McCormick-Deering Tractors. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. 'PHONE BARMERA 30 & 32 
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The Rising Cost of Production Requisites 
Possibility of Higher Packing Charges 

PRICE LIMITS DISCUSSED 

The serious problem ~f rising costs and diminishing returns that this indus
try is facing was discussed from many angles at the recent Federal Council. 
The matter was introduced by the Merbein Branch and Mr. A. Rawlings, in 
opening the discussion, said that the rising costs should have some bearing on 
negotiations for the sale of the coming crop. He added that the branch were 
not criticising the sale of the second parcel of 1940 sultanas at £30 a· ton. It 
appreciated the difficulties of that sale as it appreciated the difficulties con
fronting the Board in the negotiations for the 1941 fruit. 

In the discussion that followed many in
teresting aspects were dealt with, and we set 
out the main points in full. 

Mr. HYNDMAN.-Growers generally rea
lise that their costs are rising and may con
tinue to do so. We thought that it might be 
advisable to have some discussion here today 
so that those responsible for the orderly mar
keting of the crop could keep these rising costs 
in mind. 

The following list shows the estimated 
increases, during the last twelve months, 
of commodities used by growers: Box 
shooks, 50 per cent.; hessian, 70 per 
cent.; superphosphate, 34 per cent.; sul
phate of ammonia, 32 per cent.; blue
stone, 21 per cent.; p~trol, 34 per cent.; 
kerosene, 15 per cent.; lubricating oils, 
1 0 per cent.; and carbonate o£ potash, 
120 per cent. 
At the same time there has been, generally 

speaking, a gradual decrease in the price per 
ton received by the grower. I understand that 
on account of the rise in timber the packing 
companies will have to consider seriously an 
increased charge for packing. 

increase -of 500 tons each. It Ioqks as if we . 
have reached the maximum price consistent 
with a maximum turnover. On the New 
Zealand market' the· quantity taken will de
pend on the prices. In face of the record crop 
and the desire to market as much as Wfl could 
oti the controlled markets, and thus relieve the 
United Kingdom, we maintained the price 
levol of 1939. This policy was acceptable, 
and our export to New Zealand was-over 5000 
ton-s, 1000 tons more than we sent there be
fore. With regard to 1941, we know that we 
are going to have a shorter crop. The higher 
you fix the price beyond a certain point the 
lesser quantity you sell. The answer in a year 
of short crop is obvious, but if we were look
in-g forward to another recOrd crop as ih 
1940 we would be seriously embarrassed as to 
the policy we should adopt. :The Mediter
ranean situation certainly affects the position 
this year. The Canadian market has been· 
taking 16,000 tons from us, with the. Cali
fornian price at 3% cents a lb., or £14 a ton 
at Fresno. Our price in Canada is controlled 
by the Californian price. When conditions in 
California were looking very blue, the outlook 
was improved by the introduction of a Cali
fornian industry stabilisation plan, under · 
which there is a prospect of prices on rails 
Fresno being £5 a ton higher than in the pre
vious year. On this account we may be able 
to l20k forward ~to better prices in Canada 
for 1941. 

THE CAliFORNIAN PLAN 
The following are the main points- of the 

Californian stabilisation proposals:- · 
1. All raisin deliveries by growers will be 

divided into three dasses: 2_0 per_ cent. of each 
growers' -deliveries to be for the surplus pool, 
upon which <tl non-recourse loan of $27.50 per 
ton for muscats and Thompsons, and $2 5.00 
for sultanas, will be made from funds made 
available from the Federal Commodity Credit 
Corporation. 

2. Fifty per cent. of the deliveries of each 
grower will constitute a stabilisation pool 

upon which a Government advance of $55.00 
per ton will be made at the time of delivery 
for muscats and Thompsons and $50.00 per 
ton ~or sultanas, the funds for this purpose to 
be obtained from a non-recourse loan from 
the Federal Commodity Credit CorpOration. 
'f4e figures are sweat box basis. 

3. The remaining J 0 per cent. of each 
grower's 1940 crop of raisins may be dis
posed of by the _grower direct to packers at 
market prices. Certificates permitting grow
ers to dispose of . the 3 0 per cent. will be is
sued upon delivery of the above-mentioned 70 
per cent. Growers will be assessed at a rate 
of approximately $2.50 per ton on the free 
tonn.:ge· to defray administrative expenses of 
the programme. 

4. All sub-standard and inferior raisins 
must be delivered into pools, upon which no 
loan or advance will be made. These inferior 
raisins will be sold by the Prog;"amme Co~
mittee for the best possible price, and the 
proceeds returned to each grower in accord
ance With the tonnage delivered. 

5. It is expected that the prices obtained 
by growers from the sale of their free ton
nage will be pegged by the stabilisation pool, 
and that the effect of the proposed programme 
will be that the growers will realise approxi-· 
mately $50.00 per ton for .all standard raisins 
deliverod from the 1940 crop. 

6. It is estimated that the raisin produc
tion for the year will be about 175,000 tons 
to 200,000 tons. Loans by the Government 
will -amount to between $6,000,000 and 
$7,000,000, according to the volume of the 
crop. 

7. The immediate result of the new pro
gramme was to strengthen the raisin market. 
Prices to growers as at September 6 were re
ported as having risen from $10 to $15 per 
ton (sweat box). Tho packers and the Sun
M:aid Raisin Growers' Association on the same 
date quoted. a price of 4 cents per lb. on 
choice Thompson raisins, an increas(i of i 
of a cent per. lb. 

BRITISH POLICY 
You are all av,:are of the U.K. negot1at10ns 

which continued over a period of weeks, when 
we tried to get prices higher than the £3 2-40 
a ton, and of the circums-tanceS! leading to the 
second contract on sultanas. 

The British Government is working on 
a line of policy which we must admire, 
however much it may hit our own 
pockets. The economists and scientists 
who have studied the food problem say 
that the war will be won by the Gov
ernment which keeps its poor people fed, 
and the British Government is trying to 
give these people the maximum of 
energy at prices within their reach. 
If prices advance .above. the pre-war basis, 

Mr. HOWIE.-The Board of Management 
realises the seriousness of the position, and it 
has taken what steps have been in its powei
to meet it. On behalf· of the industry, :rvlr. 
Suffiner and Mr. Jones placed a statement-be
fore Professor Copland, the Commonwealth 
Prices Commissioner, in support of the in
dustry's claim to take an increase in home 
market prices. The increased- price obtained 
raises the question as to how far we can go 
in this direction. Already there has been a 
reaction to the increase in the price of sul
tanas, which is the only fruit that does not 
show an increase in Commonwealth siles. 
Currants at ld a lb. cheaPer were preferred by 
the manufacturers. It was true that the sea
sonal conditions had been so favorable from 
a high grade point of view that we were not 
always able to supply the manufacturers with 
the grade they wanted, and they had to pay 
an increase of !d a -lb. and take a higher 
grade of sultana than they wanted. The. 
manuf;1cturers' reaction has been to swing 
back to the currant at 1 d a lb. less, and they 
had plenty of low grades of currants avail
able. We have to consider whether we are 
going to benefit the growers if we put the 
price too high for the manUfacturer to buy. 
By doing this we may be rendering the grow
ers an ill service. The Board of :Management 
can only deal with the home market and, 
speaking from the A.D.F.A. point of view, we 
must consid€'!r whether we have not already 
reached the limit in home market prices. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 

Mr. MALLOCH.-We know that the fig
ures quoted by :M:r. Hyndman are; correct, and 
ths.t the costs of ptoductio?- are going up. It 
is galling to see the commodities we need 
going up in price and to see our own com
modity standing still. We are. using our best 
efforts to get a Commonwealth increase and 
the Australian consumer is paying more for 
the fruit! this year than last. It appears, how-· 
ever, that sultana consumption will drop, 
whereas both currants and lex.ias• will show an 

MILDURA 

OPERATING 

MERBEIN 

AT 

RED CLIFFS 

PACKERS OF DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUALITY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 

P. MALLOCH, 
Manager. 
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the British Government will have to subsidise 
the distribution 'of the commodities concerned 
to the poorer people to ensure that they get 
them at the base price. While we must ad
mire the British Food Ministry for the fight 
it is putting up to get these commodities at a 
reasonable price, we do not think that the 
members of the Control Boar-d are going to 
lose sight of the rising costs in the industry. 
We must keep in mind the balance between 
the costs of production and the U.K. price of 
consumption. 

BLUESTONE PRICES 

Mr. McGREGOR.-We have a Price Fixing 
Commission, but it appears that some people 
are able to obtain increased prices for com
modities they have had on hand. Three weeks 
ago I bought a box of bluestone which bore 
the date 1932. This makes us think that some 
of the commodities w~ are buying at an in
creased price have been stocked up for years, 
and that the shortage of bluestone is not as 
acute as we are l~d to believe. AnotP.er item 
which is increasing the costs of our market
ing is the 5 6lb. boxes and wiring. Some years 
ago Mr. Winterbottom made reference to the 
possibility of using a cardboard container in 
place of the wooden boxes. Cardboard boxes 
are now being used for a bigger number of 
commodities than before. 

Mr. WINTERBOTTOM. - The Board of 
Management is watching all the points men
tioned very closely. It has had to consider 
that there might be a reverse action if we have 
a carry-over and an unsold balance, and only 
get for it what we would have obtained if we 
had accepted a reasonab1e price in the first 
place. Personally, I have no confidence in the 
U.S.A. position, and I should not be surprised 
to see Californian sultanas quoted at 3} ce.nts 
in Canada, despite what Mr. Malloch has said 
about the Californian stabilisation programme. 

Countries that used to take millions of 
pounds of dried fruits from the U.S.A.
Grear Britain, France, Norway, Belgium and 
other _countries, appear on the list of exports 
for the last 12 months as an absolute blank, 
owing to the war, as not a single pound of 
fruit went to them from California for the 
period ended June 30, 1940. Export of 
prunes was 50 per cent. less. One thing to 
bear in mind in connection with sales to 
Canada is that we are now paying shipping 
freight at the rate of 85/- a 40-cubic-foot 
ton, cumpared with 50/- previously. 

With reference to Mr. McGregor's com
ment on bluestone, this item has always been 
selling according to the variation in the price 
of copper, and these increases in price are ap
proved by the Prices Commissioner. It is quite 
possible that some companies have cases of 
1932 bluestone -On hand, as when new stocks 
come into the store some of the old cases are 
pushed to the back and may be there for years. 

Mr. MALLOCH. -If that bluestone cost 
£30. a ton in 1932, it is worth, ·at 5 per cent. 
interest, at least £42 a ton today. 

Mr. WINTERBOTTOM. -The cardboard 
container has been used for the 28lb. boxes, 
but we found that for the 5 6lb. they were 
inclined to crumple in the stacks. With can
ned fruit and similar commodities, the tins or 
other packages keep the outside cardboard 
(:Ontainer together. On this point, we are 
swinging over to reconditioned hardwood tim
ber in the hope of keeping packing costs down. 
The increase in costs is one of the most serious 
things we have to face. In 1923, workmen's 
wages were £3/4/ a week, whereas today they 
are £4/3/-, with an extra 3/- seasonal allow
ance-a rise of over 25-30 per cent. I am 
afraid that these w.a.ges will go up and I do 
not know what will be the fate of Australia's 
export industries if these rises continue. If 
the process continues we may find ourselves 
in the same position as the U.S.A. with its 
surplus primary production. 

iMr. HAZEL-Recently in the Melbourne 
"Herald" there was a report to the effect that 
potash had been foUnd in Western Australia. 
There wa~ also an article about _carbonate of 
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porash being manufactured from the scouring 
of wool. 

Mr. WINTERBOTTOM.-During the last 
war we found that the greatest emergency 
sources -of carbonate of potash were the scour-· 
ing of wool and grape-viire cuttings. Only 
recently I turned up a bulletin I helped to 
write in 1917 dealing with this subject. In 
this bulletin, it is mentioned that if the swint 
in wool is evaporated down and the fats 
burned off, carbonate of potash will be left. 
I sent the late Mr. Bell a- copy of that bul
letin, and I notice,d in the press only recently 
that some eff-orts are being made to reclaim 
the carbonate of potash from the scouring of 
wooL A special plant would _be xequired for 
-che process, and the manufacturer is likely to 
feel that he would not get the present prices 
for carbonate of potash except over a short 
period. 

Mr. RUSTON.-In the C.S. & I.R. bulle,tin 
vn the subject it was mentioned that the pro
Juction of swint amounted to 20,000 tons, 
from which it would be possible to extract 
tO,ooo tons of carbonate o{ potash. 

It was agreed: "That this conference re
cords with conce,rn the steadily increasing costs 
of production, increased wages, materials and 
living -eosts, and requests the Board of 'Man
agement to bring under the notice of the ap
propriate authorities the danger to the dried 
fruits industry of rising costs without corre
sponding increases in prices." 

DRIED FRUITS SHIPPING 
SATISFACTORY 

Speaking at a complimentary dinner to Mr. 
!P. J. Moloney, the Deputy Chairman of the 
Export Control Board (Mr. Mulvany) said 
that despite the heavy demand on shipping 
under present conditions the record crop for 
1940 had been successfully handled. The in
dustry was indeed fortunately placed in re
gard to shipping facilities. This statement is 
of vital interey;t to this industry when it is 
considered that many other exporting indus
tries are not so favorably placed. 

DRIED FRUITS CONTROL 
BOARD 

Election Of Growers' Representatives 
The Dried Fruits Export Control Act pro

vides for the election· biennially to the Com
monwealth Dried Fruits Control Board of two 
representatives of the growers in Victoria and 
one representative of New South Wales, South 
Australia and Western Australia. · 

As the period for which the present repre
sentatives were elected will expire on February 
6, arrangements are now being made for the 
eJection of the representatives for the ensuing 
two years. 

Nominations for election as the growers' 
representative for Victoria must be lodged 
with the Deputy 'Returning Officer, Common
wealth Electoral Office, 315 Post Office Place, 
Melbourne, C.I., on or before December 13, 
1940. Forms of nomination may be obtained 
from the deputy returning offiCer at the ad
dress mentioned, and each nomination must 
be signed by at least ten growers entitled to 
vote at the election. 

A list of growers of dried vine fruits has 
been prepared and a copy forwarded to each 
packing house. GroWers are invited to in
spect the list at their local house so as to 
satisfy themselves that their names are duly 
included. The manager or proprietor of each 
house has been requested to notify the deputy 
returning officer of any names of growers 
omitted from the list in order that they may 
be added to the certified roll to he used for 
the purposes of the election. 

A CORRECTION 
Referring to a statement on Pag~ 16 of the 

October issue of this journal, dealing with 
Golden W:est, New Zealand, we are in receipt 
of a letter from Mr. Ke.lson Grey stating that 
he is still a shareholder in that company. 

It is regretted if this statement, published 
in good faith as an item of interest to the 
industry, has caused any inconvenience to 
Mr. Grey. 
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Sultana Sale at £30 Flat Rate Causes Anomaly 
Discussion on Suggested Adjustment Leads to 

the 'Question . of a General Pool 

Board of Management to Negotiate if Future Warrants 

Contending that the sale of sultanas at a flat rate of £30 per ton in the 
second contract with the British Government had unduly penalised a large 
section of growers, Red CI:ffs delegates to the Federal Council submitted a 
motion, "That, in view of the wide difference in the prices realised in the 
higher grades of sultanas in the first and second United Kingdom contracts, the 
questions of differentials as fixed by the Board of Management be discussed." 
This motion was later withdrawn as the discussion developed into a matter of 
the principle of a general pool. Opinions were very divided on this aspect, 
and a long debate took place. The full account of this is set out in the official 
minutes which are available at branches. We give below the salient features 
of this very important item of the co.uncil agenda. . 

Opening the discussion, Mr. Poppleton said: 
.. Prior to the war the Board of Manage

ment fixed the differentials on a fair equity 
basis, which gav~ a fair return on the sales of 
the Australian crop. We have now a diff
erent set of conditions, as our e,xport sales are 
controlled sales. It is perhaps regrettable that 
the co-operative companies dropped the con
trolled pool at this juncture, but they were so 
sure of the pOsition that they did so.. We all 
know the position of the first sales, especially 
in view of the high gr_ades, but when the sec
ond sale was made we found that the pre
miums on the higher grade had vanished, ow
ing to the price having qeen forced by the 
British Government. Under pre-war condi
tions the high ·grade fruit would not have had 
the premiums obtained on the first sale. If 
sales had been open, and packers had made an 
error of judgment, the position would have· 
been different. In view of the fact that in 
the last sale, 8000 tons of 4-crown and 5000 
tons of 2-crown and 1-crown all went at thi 
same price, growers must be affected in the 
premium On the basic price to which they 
were entitled. Growe.rs are asking what the 
A.D.F.A. is going to do to maintain equity 
between growers, as the position did not arise 
out of the luck of the market, but out of a 
forced sale in which the grower did not have 
any voice. To meet the position we propose 
that the pool, which was operated solely by 
cO-operative companies under pn~-war condi
tions, be extended to the whole industry dur-
4-tg the war period, and include the 1940 crop. 
This proposal is not intended to be mandat9ry, 
but it expresses our views on the matter. It 
has been objected that you cannot take aw,ay 
from a grower a premium he has already re
ceived and give it to another grower; but as 
the position stands 2-crown may realise more 
than 4-crown. The principle has been recog
nised that when once the calculation has been 
worked out on an accountancy basis, there is: 
your equity basis. I have been told that we 
are speaking only for 50 per cent. of the Red 
Cliffs growers on this matter. One .of our 
delegates called on several growers who had 
not delivered to the Red Cliffs Co-operative 
Company and secured their signatures to a 
statement setting out that they supported the 

e:tforts to have the inequalities resulting from 
the _adjustment of the. 1940 crop removed, 
and that, while they recognised that such ad
justment would be . to their financial disad
vantage, they realised that the principle of 
equity involved was of the utmost importance. 

Mr. HAMMET.---,This is probably one of 
the biggest problems the A..D.F.A. has had to 
face in recent years. Various solutions can be 
suggested, and each one can be claimed to be 
equally fair. The foundation of equity on 
which the A.D.F.A. is based has made it one 
of the most wondedul organisations in the 
world. This position has arisen through the 
forced sale of 15,000 tons at £30 a ton, and 
growers who know that the A.D.F.A. stands 
for equity are asking that it be reviewed. The 
price in every market is now pre-determined, 
and from the first to the last sale the rate is 
fixed. If in the circumstances there are going 
to be discrepancies between the packing coni
parries the minds of our members are going to 
be upset. We .are not being parochial in this 
matter, as it affects also growers in South 
Australia and in Coomealla. Under this year's 
conditions certain growers -are being penalised 
by the policy of differentials, which in pre
vious. years has been quite equit~ble and fair. 
Whether tP-e pool can be carried out or not, 
we feel that it is the only policy to pursue if 
e.quity is to be preserved. As the position 
stands, you ::ire only going to encourage a 
lowering of standards., and if it is not altered 
you will be putting ~ premium on the district 
or group of growers producing the . poorer 
types of fruit. If nothing is done, we feel 
that a serious blow ·will be, dealt to the general 
idea of growers that the :A.D.F.A. is there to 
safeguard their interests and .as far as possible 
preserVe equity between growers. 

Mr. MALLOCH.-The formation of a pool 
has nOt appeared on the agenda of the Council 
meeting. It is ·a big and important matter 
that would require considerable thought before 
it could be spoken to intelligently. l'his dis
cussion can only deal with the facts leading 
up to the submission of the motion. 

Mr. POPPLiETON.-On a point of order I 
mentioned the matter on the Board· of Man
agement's report, and I withdrew then on the 

understanding that I would be able to discuss 
it fully now. 

The CHAIRMAN: We have agreed to dis
cuss the matter, and the question of the pool 
arises from it. It may be thought that the 
most desirable way will be to amend the mo
tion on these lines. 

Mr. MALLOCH.-There is a long gap be
tween the events leading to the sale of the 
1940 crop and the formation of a pool. The 
position that has arisen has been discussed by 
the Board of Management at some length, and 
no solution has yet been found for the prob
lem. There is no regulation or any precedent 
in the whole history of the A.D.F.A. to guide 
us.· We have gone into a lot of involved fig
ures and ~rgument, without getting us any 
further, but, in order to give delegates a pro
per and simple statement of the problem, let 
me state the following case. Let us assume 
that grower A and. grower B each had 100 
tons of sultanas, A 25 tons of 4-crown and 
75 3-crown, and B 50 4-crown and 50 3-
crown. They each send 50 tons of 3 -crown 
to the Australian, New Zealand and Canadian 
marke,ts combined. When the first .United 
Kingdom contract is made fo; 2 5 per cent. of 
the fruit at £:39 a ton for 3-crown, and £42 · 
for 4-crown, each naturally sends £25 tons of 
4-crow:n. When the second contract for 2 5 
tons each at £3 0 a ton is made, A has only 
3-crown left, .and B 25 tons of 4-crown, each 
getting £30 a ton for it. When they get their 
money back, 'B says to A, ui sent to the 
United Kingdom 4-crown sultanas, and you 
sent 3-crown, and we have both got the same 
price. Now you know that it is the principle 
of the A.D.F . .A,. that there must always be a 
premium on 4-crown over 3-crown. Further, 
it is the desire of the Federal Council that we 
produce the highest quality we can. I think 
that, following that principle, you ought to 
forego £1 .a ton .and accept £29 a ton, and 
give me £1 a ton so that I can get £3.1 for 
my 4-crown." 

If you face A's problem, you are facing the 
whole of the problom that Red Cliffs and one 
or two other districts are facing this year, in 
that they have a lower return for 4-crown 
'than others. There is no rule or precedent 
on which the Board of Management can force 
such an .adjustment, and it is difficult for the 
packing house managers to ~termine the mat
ter themselves. The growers can determine 
it, and I am quite happy to leave the decision 
to the Federal Council, and quite happy to 
abide by the result. My opinion, which is 
based on the history of the past and the cir
cumstances of the 1940 season, is that there 
is no justification for. such an adjustment. In 
the past fruit has gone to the United Kingdom 
market from packing companies having cliff-. 
ere,nt percentages of 1, 2, 3 and 4-crown. 
\Vhen packing companies are marketing their 
fruit they set aside the tonnages of the diff
erent grades that are wanted in the Common
wealth, for New Zealand, and for Canada
that is the practice of marketing. The bal
ance, whatever the tonnage, Whatever the 
grade·, goes to the United Kingdom, which 
market always receives our surplus, whatever 
it may be. In. the past the grower and packer 
have had to take what the United Kingdom 
paid for the fruit sent there. We have had 
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many occasions on which prices have ranged 
from £4 5 to £5 5 a tol',l from March to Sep
tember and October. California and Smyrna 
have come on the market, and quoted quality 
fruit at .a lower price, and our prices have had 
to drop. We have seen 4-crown drop to a 
prict:~ lower than !-crown earlier in the season. 
The grower has had to accept the price his 
fruit realised in London, and the 4-crown 
grower who sold in London at £30 had no re
course on the grower who sold at £45, but has 
taken what has come to him. Our Red Cliffs 
friends say_ that the Circumstances are differ
ent because the packer has now no liberty of 
action. 

The price for the :first contract was fixed 
by the United Kingdom and Australian Gov
ernments, and approved by the Export Control 
Board, but for th~ second contract 'it was 
fixed by the 1]nited Kingdom Government 
after long cables, running to pages of foolscap, 
had been exchanged. The reason given quite 
definitely in these cables was that the British 
Government. was concerned with maintaining 
the health of the United Kingdom wage
earner, and that it was determined that the 
terrific increases that took place in the price 
of all commodities in the last w.ar would not 
be allowed in this. The .attitude of the United 
Kingdom Govern~ent is that the price stan
dard must be such as to allow people to main
tain their health and energy in this war. The 
specialists, advising the Ministry said that if 
prices of material commodities reached high 
levels, the Government would be justified in 
subsidising the price of these commodities so 
that they could reach the people at a reason

. able level. The price offered for the second 
contract was, irrespective; of grade, whether it 
was blue, black, brown, or brindle, for fruit 
that could be retailed at 6d a lb. You are 
now asked to ignore tha~ price and take from 
the gr<?wer of 3, 2 and !-crown something in 
order to establish this premium for 4-crown 
which is not earned. There has been talk of 
sacrifice on the part of the 4-crown suppliers 
in connection with a premium that was not 
earned. Actually there has been a general 
sacrifice by every grower in order to supply 
the final contract. You can often find 
whether a proposal is true to principle or not 
by stating an extreme case. Assuming that ·in 
the second contract there had been supplied 
10 per cent. of 3 -crown and 90 per cent._ of 
4:-crown, and that the principle of the pre
mium had been established, the grower of the 
3 -crown would have had to pay the 4-crown 
grower £27 a ton out of his £3 0. 

Mr. POPPLETON.-l'hat is not the case. 
Mr. MALLOCH.-! have said that I was 

setting an extreme viewpoint to . establish a 
principle, and I maintain that I am perfectly 
correct in putting up that viewpoint. I admit 
a certain amount of sympathy for the Red 
Cliffs growers, and feel that they have some 
justification for the claim they have brought 
forward. I admit .also that my view as a 
packer might be prejudiced, but I can say 
that the decision of conference will be imple
mented by me as q packer,, and that I will be 
happy to fall into line with it. So far as a 
general pool for 1940 or 1941 is concerne.d, 
that raises another point .altogether, and I 
could dlk for an hour on that, but I do not 
propose to do so now. 

Mr. MACKINNON. - Mr. Malloch's re
ma.rks have only succeeded in confusing the 
issue. I cannot see any objection to extending 
the principle of agents sharing equally in the 
prices obtained under controlled selling in the 
United Kingdom, aS they do on the Australian 
market. A pool is established based on the 
principle of equity among growers. Now is · 
our opportunity of taking a step nearer this 
ideal. We are asking the Board of _Manage
ment to go into the position with a view to 
putting the policy of a pool into operation for 
all markets. At present we give the Common
wealth fruit at a fixed yrice, a reasonable 
price, and we have fixed prices for the eXport 
controlled markets. Mr. Malloch says that 
we did not fix the price for the United King
dom, but it was a controlled price all the 
same. Now that we have the same conditions 
in all markets I cannot see any logical reason 
for not extending the pool to cover the United 
Kingdom market. This motion is not man
datory, but is only a request _that the Board 
bring in a pool if it is at all possible. Grower 
delegates, if they have the interests of grow
e.rs at heart, should support it, and not the 
packer's viewpoint, as a step nearer our ideal 
of equity. 

Mr. GORDON.-Had we known last year 
that this flat rate selling was going to take 
place we would have made some arrangement 
in the A,ssociation to see that this argument 
did not ar~se. Now; that it has happened, and 
certain agents and packers have money they 
are going to pay their growers, there is some 
legal doubt as to whether we could get it 
back, although there is no doubt ·on the. ethical 
side. Whichever way it goes, one lot of 
growers in the lower grades are going to be 
asked to pay out money to help the values of 
the higher grades. If an adjustment is made, 
there will be a big sum of money taken out 
of the lower grades, and, while that is being 
done, it is only fair that the 4-crown grower 
should have to sacrifice something out of the 
first United Kingdom __ sale. ·One 50 per cent. 
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of the growers are going to be asked to pay in 
a little to help the 50 per cent. with the 4-
crown under this argument. If you leave the 
matter as it stands, there are 50 per cent. of 
our growers who pack and deliver only in Red 
Cliffs, and you are going to force their com
pany to penalise them in orde·r to carry out an 
instruction from the Board with regard to dif
ferentials. It may be nece.ssary to put in only 
1 0/- a ton to give justice to these growers. 
CoUld we not establish a system for 1940 
whereby the whole of the proceeds were as
sumed to have been the work of one agent, 
and a figure arrived on that· for the basic rate 
on which the diffe,rentials would be applied to 
the Who~e of the pack? We could at least see 
how that calculation. would wo!ik out. Some 
companies might have to pay in money to en
able that to be done, but Mr. Malloch has said 
that if growers wished it he will agree to abide 
by the decision of the Council. 

Mr. GOODMAN.-If we wanted to estab
lish this principle of equity in relation to the 
United Kingdom sales we should not have 
waited until the packing companies had the 
money in their hands. Personally I have al
ways been a great advocate of pooling, but 
early this season the co-operative companies 
abandoned the ide,1 of pooling because of the 
uncertain conditions on the United Kingdom 
market. I do not see how at this late stage it 
can be established. 

Mr. CASEY. - I aril a strong believer in 
pooling and equity among growers, but con
ditions have altered this year, perhaps in the 
packing of our fruit. It has been maintained 
that the high grade fruit should always have 
its preference, but that preference has to be 
earned. In the past, when the fruit has gone 
overseas we have had to take a lower price and 
the high grades have sometimes suffered a loss. 
Had we known that there was going to be a 
pool tKis year, we could have made quite a 
difference to our growers. We know, for in
stance, that we cuuld have packed a high 3-
crown with a good 4-crown, and have had it 
passed for 4-crown, and we would then have 
had a predominance of 4-crown. If we had 

,,, had to sell our 4-crown in Canada we would 
have had only a 3 -crown price. Some com
panies did not supply 4-crown in the same 
quantity as others to Canada. If you are going 
to take away something from the lower 
grades, the growers who could have had ·a 
higher grade are not going to receive the price 
to which they are entitled. Some companies 
held on to big quantities of high grade fruit 
and had to take a lower price under the sec
ond contract. It has worrked out to the same 
thing to growers. It is not that the Red Cliffs 
growe,rs are taking less than the others; they 
are going to get more money for their fruit as 
4-crown. This is certainly the wrong time to
bring the matter up for adjustment. If a 
mistake has been made and a wrong principle 
applied, we can have it altered for another 
year. In other years a Jiimilar stand could 
have been taken by comp;nies _who were then 
in the same position as the Red Cliifs com
pany is at present, but the matter was not 
brought up then. 

Mr. MALLOCH. --'- Mr. Casey is talking 
about the difficulty of adjusting the 1940 
prices, but the principle of a pool for the war 
years is the main object of the motion. 

Mr. HOWIE.-Naturally this subject has 
been the main concern of this meeting, and 
we have discussed it froni every angle. If a 
pool could be conducted so as to provide 
equity for all growers it would have my sup
port at .any time. I have proved that in my 
own circle by endeavoring to administer a 
pool as near a-s we can g_et to equity. You 
cannot, however, reduce any pool to strict 
equity, and one man's idea of a pool is not an
other's. First of all there is the question of 
differentials, the premiums established on 
grades, an-d how far you can put them into 
effect when they have not been earned. Mr. 
Poppleton's plan is for a pool to ensure the 
payment of the ·premiums fixed by the Asso
ciation. In my discussion with Mr. McGlas-
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son I said that I could agree to the principle 
of the premium earned by 4-crown being paid 
to 4-crown, but that does· not mean taking 
anything away from the 3-crown and the 2-
crown. The.re is an underlying principle em
bodied in a resolution of the Association as 
regards premiums, and it is that they cannot 
be paid at the expense of other grades. Mr. 
Mackinnon wa:s quite wrong in taking excep
tion to Mr. :M:alloch's illustration of the 
growers dclivering 3-crown and 4-crown to 
the second contract. The illustration was 
quite logical and~ as Mr. Malloch explained, he 
was only quoting an extreme case to test the 
application of a principle. 

In cohnection w.ith the pool proposal, I 
want to make it quite clear that I do not 
want to put into effect an arbitrary fixation 
of differentials that is to be binding without 
any regard to the actual incoming of the 
money. To do so would only be perpetuating 
another injustice to growers. The resolution 
propose.d would not get us very far unless we 
had an expression from the constituents of 
the A.D.F.A. as to their willingness to join a 
pool. The Board of Management has no power 
to enforce a pool-that must be understood 
clearly. All that the Board could do in the 
te.rms of this resolution wOuld be to negotiate 
with the different companies, but if one com
pany stood out the BOard could not force it 
~o come in-it would only force it out of the 
A.D.F.A. The matter comes down to a very 
big principle-what powers the Board of Man
agement should exercise and how it should ex
ercise them. In my view these powers should 
be used with discrimination. In roy state
ment on the dried fruits industry, presented 
to the Primary Producers' Conference, I stated 
that the A .. D.F.A. had been able to reconcile 
co-operative and proprietary interests, and 
that the soundness of the Association was our 
ability to reconcile such intere.sts to a common 
policy. Equity has .always been our ideal, but 
it has never been practicable to apply it abso
lutely, and in almost every year there have 
been some inequalities. We know that· the 
proportion of grades packed by each company 
has had an effect on the basic price. My own 
company has had to take a lower price than 
other companies because our grade proportions 
were unfortunate, although we were in a pool. 
Red Cliffs growers will recognise that I am 
not only a believer in a pool, but that I am 
prepar-ed to sacrifice something for it. We 
have voluntarily said that we would contri
bute ve,ry considerably to the packers with the 
higher gr:ades so as to try to reduce the mar
gin of discrepancy, and that action was fol
lowed by other companies. I agree with Mr. 
Malloch, however, that the two matters are 
differe,nt, and that if it had not been for the 
circumstances of the second United Kingdom 
sale we would not have had this discussion on 
a pool. 

A DELEGA TE.-It might happen again. 
Mr. HOWIE.-It has been happening over 

the last twenty years. Some companies can 
give striking illustrations. One year we were 
£6 a ton above Victorian growers with our 
lower grade of fruit. 

Mr. GORDON. ~ That would not have 
happened if there had been a pool. 

Mr. HOWIE. - There have been almost 
glaring inequalitie,s that it has been impossible 
to adjust under our -system. You can approach 
this motion from a desire to level up the price 
as far as possible with Red Cliffs, but if it is 
passed in its present form you are placing a 
big job on the Board in asking it to bring 
everyone, into a pool. I am not going to op
pose the motion, and if it is passed· I shall see 
that the ·Board negotiates on the-lines indicated 
with the other interests. I do not, however, 
think that the present is a particularly oppor~ 
tune moment to bring along the proposal on 
a special set of circumstances, seeing that when 
similar circumstances .arose in the past no one 
ha.s suggested that he was in favor of dealing 
With them by means of a pool, especially a 
retrospective pool. 

Mr. GORDON.-If the motion is carried, 
ai,ld anyone wants to stop out of the pool, we 
will· need to tighten up on the question of the 
attitude of packers. It does not mean that 
the packer who refuses to come into a pool 
will go outside the A.D.F.A. There may be 
room for the two sections in the A.D.F.A. 
Some. may want to avoid the possibility of the 
£6 margin to which :Mr. Howie referred, 
others may want it. It is a matter for the 
growers supplying these companies to say what 
they want as growers. It has been said that 
those of us favoring this motion represe.nt 
only 50 per cent. of the growers, but have 
the other 50 per c€nt. been consulted? I 
would like to ask any packing organisation 
that does not want to go into the pool if that 
attitude represents the wish of their growers. 
Their clients are growers, and we are the 
elected representativ~s of the growers on this 
Council. 

Mr. MACKINNON.-Mr. Howie has im
plied that Rod Cliffs is out for gain. 

Mr. HOWIE.-! said that if it had not 
been for the circumstances of the second 1940 
sale the question would not have arisen. 

Mr. MACKINNON.-We are"out for share 
and share alike. Although there has been 
trouble in 1940, and difficulty in effecting an 
adjustment, that does not affect the principle 
for the war years. 

Mr. WINTERBOTTOM.-We have found 
that if Wt:: depart from the cash basis of dif
ferentials we encounter trouble. This year one 
packer moved away from average of grades, 

"' .and had 56 per cent. of 4-crown compared 
with others 40 per cent. and others 42 per 
cent., and this difference has brought about its 
disabilities. Thl:l circumstances of the second 
United Kingdom sale are very little different 
from what has happened in the past. In a big 
season we have had 15,000 tons in warehouses 
in London, and the merchants hav~ offered a 
carry-over price for it. This year we had the 
15,000 tons in Australia because it could not 
be shipped. This time the British Govern
ment sald that it wanted 15,000 tons at a 
price-in effect, it said that it wanted !
crown, but if we did not have !-crown we 
could send 4-crown, but it would pay only 
!-crown price. The £1/17/6 differential 
means that growers with the extra 14 per 
cent. of 4-crown have a difference of 5/4 in 
their favor for a start, but they expect the 
other groups to put their hands in their 
pockets to give them what they think they 
should get. This is not a case where anyone 
has done anything wrong. There is 75 per 
cent. of the fruit represented in this room that 
would be affected by the proposed adjust
ment, and I cannot see that there is any jus
tification for it at all. I am not impressed 
with the signed declaration of the other Red 
Cliffs growers that have been quoted, as you 
can get growers' agreeme.nt to such state
ments any time, according to the way the 
growers are approached. 

Mr. POPPLETON.-The statement set out 
clearly, .. We quite realise that it would be to 
our :financial disadvantage." 

Mr. WINTERBOTTOM.-A most magna
nimous offer was made by the Chairman of 
the Board to help the position, but it was not 
acceptable because you wanted the lot: 

Mr. GORDON.-Had you been told a ye~r 
ago '-that at one stage of this selling season the 
British Government was going to offer £30 a 
ton as a flat rate, would you not have done 
something? 

Mr. WINTERBOTTOM.- We may have. 
There are other circumstances to be taken into 
consideration. You may have been put out on 
the door grades, not on the received weights 
or the pack~ grades, and there are many dif
ferences in the way things are done by the 
different companies. We may :find that the 
man who thinks he is down and out now will 
be right on top of everyone in_ the end. 

Mr. GORDON. - Unless the motion is 
amended, anyone who wants to vote against a 
pool for 1940 will be voting against one for 
1941, too. 

Mr. POPPLETON.-We would be willing 
to amend the motion. 

'The CHAIRMAN.-It would be better to 
h;ve a motion dealing with the principle of 
a pool for 1940, ~nd that would leave the 
way clear for a discussion on a- pool for 1941. 

Mr. POPPLETON and Mr. MACKlNNON 
accepted the Chairman's suggestion. In the 
informal exchanges that followed, Mr. Raw
lings a<\ke.d if the proposal was for an ail-in 
pool, and the Chairman's reply was that such 
was the intention, provided that it could be 
implemented. Mr. Howie then pointed out 
that .if the motion were passed in its amended 
form relating to 1940 it would be necessary 
for the Board to seek the acquiescence of all 
Association units. Mr. Poppleton said that 
the Department of Commerce could be ap
proached to take similar action to that taken 
in connection with wool prices. The Chair
man admitted that the motion would place 
the Board of Management in rather a delicate 
position, and said that there would be no force 
in adopting it if it could not be _carried out, 

- in view of the difficulty of some of the pay
ments having been practically completed. Mr. 
Gordon said that the policy of th_e Association 
was be_ing decided then by the Council, which 
could say that it "wanted the principle of 
pooling to become Association policy, pro
vided it could be applied to every district. 

Mr. RAWLINGS.-We have not discussed 
the question of pooling at Merbein either in 
committee-or at a general meeting. We repre
sent private and co-operative sheds, and we do 
not want to split voting. We know that 
there will be some sections who will not tole
rate an all-in pool, and many of us are in the 
same position. We want to hear whether the 
formula for the differentials is right. The 
question seems to be whether any injustice has 
been done in c·onnection with the last 15,000 
tons sold. While we are allowed to use our 
discretion, we know that some of our Growers 
would not accept a pool, just as there are 
others who regard it as the salvation of the 
industry. We thought that we were going 
to discuss the differentials, and would have 
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Sultana Sale at £30 Flat Rate Causes Anomaly 
(Continued from Page 7) 

been prepared to vote on the agenda item, but 
we will not vote on the amended motion. 

At this stage it became apparent that this 
view was held by many delegates, from the 
number of opinions expressed, one delegate re
marking that the policy in regard to pooling 
should be decided by a poll of growers. Mr. 
Howie. pointed out that such an important 
mo;.tter should have be.en the subject of seven 
days' notice of motion. To this Mr. Mackin
non agreed that notice of m_otion had not been 
given on these lines and said that it appeared 
that mOst of the delegates would refrain from 
voting. The mover and seconder withdrew 
the motion. 

Mr. GORDON.-Does not conference want 
to do something to prevent this situation oc
curring again? 

Discussion then took plac~ on the wording 
of a motion by Mr. Poppleton and Mr. Mac
kinnon, asking the Board to examine the pos
sibility of establishing a pool for all controlled 
markets for the duration of the war, begin
ning with the 1941 crop. Mr. Hyndman 
asked what the Board would do 'when it had 
examined th~ possibility, and added that, in 
view of Mr. Rawlings' remarks, he could not 
commit himself on the subject. Mr. Gordon 
said. that the motion would commit the Board 
to getting the principle adopted b)r the 
branches. Mr. Hyndtnan said that the Board's 
recommendation would have to be adopted by 
Federal Council before it could he applied. 
l\1r. 'Mackinnon pointed out that the Board, 
in the event of its agreeing on the possibility, 
could inform the branches, so that growers 
could be called together, and a meeting of 
Federal Council could be arranged if neces
sary. Mr. Howie suggested that the first thing 
to do would be to get the agents and packers 
together and ask them if they would be pre
pared to accept the arrangement on behalf of 
their growers. 

Mr. HOWIE. -Are you not inviting the 
disruption of the Association. If the Board 
of Management used its powers to. force say 
2 5 per cent. of the growers into a pool, this 
section might go to the State Board and com
plain th!lt ~they were being forced into a com
pUlsory pool. I am not saying that the pool 
is impossible, but I think that the best plan 
would be for the leaders of each group to get 
together and consider whether they would not 
in certain circumstances enter into a ge.neral 
poq.l. There are reasons why they should do 
so. I personally do not like the idea of carry
ing the proposal to a general meeting of 
growers. 

Mr. POPPLETON. - Would it not be 
within the powers of the Export Control 
Board? 

Mr. HOWIE.-The only way would be a 
recommendation from Federal Council that 
the Export Control Board acquire the crop .. 
We can see if we can evolve a plan for next 
year, but it is too late to do it now for 1940. 
As l\1r. Winterbottom pointed out, had the 
_Racking companies known that pooling was to 
be in operation last year, it would have been 
the objective of every packing company to get 
.as much fruit as possible into the higher 
grades, and not necessarily to meet the re
quirements of the agents. It was certainly 
a very useful and helpful action on the part 
of the packers, who strained every neive to 
fill the Canadian market with 3-crown, even 
if it meant the loss of a grade. · The Export 
Control Board had appealed to them to get 
the boats filled at any cost. Would you get 
that response in a pool? 

Mr. POPPLETON.-:::-Packing companies in 
the past have been instructed that certain lines 
have been degraded for various markets. 

Mr. HOWIE.-Unless I can get unanimity 
from the principal agents .and paCkers, a pool 
could only be brought in compulsorily. 

At this stage, Mr. Newton (South Austra
lian agents' representative) stated that he de-

sired to have a record in the minutes that he 
had sPoken against the pool proposal, stating 
that he could not agree without first consult
ing his growers. 

An exchange of views in regard to the pos
sibility of serious friction and dangerous re
percussions took place, and the probability of 
many anomalies still persisting was pointed 
out, and after dealing with some of these 
points briefly, 'Mr. Malloch said that there was 
a big proportion of the Association, which in 
the merging of proprietary and co-operative 
interests in its marketing, had made the 
strongest producers' organisation in the 
world, and it included men who believe that 
private enterprise means the. desire of a man 
to do his best, to do a thing most efficiently. 
They believe that pools ,_ead to lower prices 
and to lack of initiative in securing better 
results. A pool would lead to the greatest 
wrangling imaginable. Every p:-: cker would be 
trying to pack a bigger percentage of 4-
crown than another, and eve.ry box of 4-
crown that we could get into 5 -crown would 
go there. The agents would be calling out 
for 4-crown, but we would send the steamer 
away empty. The Export Control Board and 
the A.D.F.A. would be q.lling for 2-crown 
and .3 -croWn sultanas, and no one would have 
any. Under a pool you would be creating 
more difficulties for the Boards which are run
ning the industry. In principle the pool is 
wrong~ and in practice it will multiply the 
present difficulties. 

:··············································"'''''''''''"'''''''"'''""'~"''"""'"'"· 
em 
eh 

Mr. Howie Re-elected Chairman 
The retiring members of the Board of 

1Management, Messrs. Malloch, Hl,ldson, 
Murdoch and Gordon, were re-elected 
unopposed at the Federal Council. At 
the meeting of the Board held immedi
ately after the termination of the Coun-
cil meeting, Mr. H. D. Howie was again 
elected Chairman, and, in thanking 
members for their -confidence, stated· that 
it was pleasing to note that the retiring 

_ m~bers had been returned._ _ § 
~'""'""'''""""'"""'""'""'''''''''''''"'''''''''''''';,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,m. 

Mr. HYNDMAN.-! must voto against the 
motion unless I am given the assurance that 
it will come back to Federal Council. 

Mr. HOWIE.-My reading of the motion 
is that the Board would first conduct negoti
ations and, if it finds a pool possible, then 
refer it back to CQuncil. 

Mr. WINTER:BOTTOM. - The Board 
would certainly not enter into any arrange
ment without letting the growers know. 

Mr. MALLOCH.-The Board could inves
tigate the possibilities of a pool. Naturally 
I would vote against it, as I am opposed to 
the prinCiple of pools. We are not seeking 
any advantages against anyone else, -but we 
want to be in the position of getting the best 
results for. the grower. Nothing could, how
ever be put into effect without calling a meet
ing of Federal Council, because all the regu
lations would then have to be altered. 

Mr. HOWIE (replying to Mr. Hyndman). 
-That would he my ruling. One thing that 
I would like to know is whether, in the event 
of flat rate selling not occurring, and it being 
possible to preserve differentials, it is the de
sire of Council that negotiations for the pool 
should continue.. The Export Control Board 
is more than ever aware of- the anomalies of 
one half being on differentials -l'~md one half 
not, and there will be every effort made to 
hav~ all o; tl).e one basis. If the war does not 
upset prices the Board of Management would 
not hesitate to enforce differentials. 

Mr. MALLOCH. - If the 1941 United 
Kingdom fruit, or a substa-ntial portion of i:: 

is sold at a flat price, the Board could then 
take steps to ensure that the growers received 
a premium on grade valuations. A motion on 
these lines would cover the points raised by 
the,_ Red Cliffs delegates, and it would have 
my support. If the pool proposal is lost
and there. is a big section of delegates against 
it-you will have made no provision for meet
ing such a contingency •. 

Mr. GORDON.-That is all we want. 
Mr. MACKINNON.-That means that Mr. 

Malloch would be agreeable to creating an 
artificial system of differentials. Under the 
present system only the premiums earned 
would be used. 

Mr. GORDON.-If we agree to this prin
ciple for l941, is there any possibility of our 
agreeing to it for 1940? 

A general discussion followed while 1v£r. 
Malloch drafted a motion. 

The meeting then agreed, without further 
discussion, to the motion (Malloch-Murdoch). 
-"That should the fruit going forward to 
the United Kingdom market in 1941, or any 
substantial portion thereof, be sold at a flat 
price, the Board of Management shall be auth
orised to negotiate with all interests involved 
with a view to securing to growers a reason
able premium for the various grades supplied 
against the contract, or portion of the con
tract, at the flat price." 

Mr. Poppleton then said that he wanted to 
move that the same principle be applied to 
1940. Mr. Winterbottom pointed out that 
the issue had been decided on the assumption 
that the proposals for 1940 had been with
drawn. On Mr. Poppleton accepting that 
view, the Chairman ruled that the motion 
dealing with 1940 had lapsed for want of 
support. 

Dried Fruits Quotas For 1940 
Season· 

A meeting of the Consultative Committee 
of the State Bo-ards was held in Melbourne re
cently, when a number of matters of com
mon interest to the boards of the producing 
States received attention. These comprised the 
restriction of further plantings of areas for 
dried vine fruits, inspection of dried fruit in 
Queensland, investigation into noxious weeds, 
as well as recommendations to the State 
Boards for the adoption of revised quotas for · 
the Australlan market. 

.The hoards of the producing States have 
since approved of the committee's recommen
dation for the following revised quotas: 

Currants ...... ...... 17% 
Sultanas ...... ...... ...... ...... 14f% 
Lexias ...... ...... ...... 49% 
Peaches ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 9 8% 
Pears ...... ...... ...... ...... 85% 

The quotas for prunes and nectarines (each 
100%) and apricots (90%)' r<\lllain unaltered. 

Statistics were before the committee setting 
out the quantities of 1940 season's dried fruit 
exported overseas, as well as the tonnages sold 
within the Commonwealth. 

Figures showing the total estimated produc
tion for the season wer-e also submitted. These 
disclosed that Australia's production o-f dried 
fruits during the present year will constitute 
an all-time record. It is expected that the 
aggregate pack will exceed 100,000 tons, of 
which approximately 95% are dried vine 
fruits (currants, sultanas and lexias), the re
maining 5% represents dried tree fruit pro
duction. 

ERANOL Z3 
~ pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit- at time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of g.rubs, eggs, and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable froin-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
. Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

~ 



r 

THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, DECEMBER 14, 1940. 

The Statistical Position 
PROSPECTS SATISFACTORY 

There is little to add to our last outline in regard to the 1940 crop. it 
has practically all been sold, and fruit payments are approaching finality at 
rates that are in keeping with the costs of producing that crop---always except· 
ing currants. 

Record sales in the Commonwealth at firmer rates have been a great help, 
and we anticipate that these will continue. 

With a reasonable assurance of shipping 
facilities we can confidently expect to market 
our full exportable surplus. Inquiries are now 
being mad~ by the British Government as to 
preliminary estimates of the quantities avail
able for that country, and whilst it is too 
_early for .actual negotiations to be undertaken, 
it can be taken for granted that every en
d~vor will be made to have the contracts on 
a differential basis, and at such rates that will 
allow for our soaring cqsts, compatible with 
the British policy in regard 'to costs of living 
in the Mother Country. The crop to date is 
remarkably free from any damage from .funM 
goid or insect causes, and promises a fine 
sample, if the season allows reasonable drying 
facilities. 

Such are the salient features of the position 
today. Several aspects are of interest, and it 
is of moment to briefly set them out. 

THE COMMONWEALTH 
A recent statement to the effect that the 

circulation of money was· at its highest peak 
in the history of Australia should augur well 
for trade in foodstuffs. Unemployment is at 
its lowest point, and all trade and bank jourM 
nals record greater turnover in the main es
sentials of living. 

The, Commonwealth deliveries at September 
3 0 are of interest in this regard and- show 
that, despite an all round firming of prices, 
last year's :figures were exceeded and that the 
growing circulation of money at that stage 
had some effect: At September 3 0 of this 
year· currant deliveries were 29 3 tons up on 
those of e_ven date in 1939, leXias 726, and 
sultanas five tons-a total of 1004 tons over 
the p.tevious high-and the demand continues. ~ 
The, sultana figures are satisfactory, particu
larly when it is considered that, owing to the 
high-grade season, the trade not being able to 
obtain full supplies of the lower types absorbed 
a considerable tonnage at a highti" rate. 

CANADA AND NEW ZEALAND 
The record sales to these markets are satisM 

factory, and should again be the rule for 1941. 
A firming of approximately £5 a ton, Fresno, 
for Californian fruit makes our position in 
Canada much better, and we might anticipate 
a f;.rming in returns from that market where, 
as in Australia, business is buoyant on account 
of war work. 

The rise in Californian valties is due to the 
stabilising effect of the Government control, 
an outline of which is given by Mr. Malloch 
in another column. 

The Americ~ns are also planning ·a big ad
vertising campaign for raisins and apphr 
confident of some success. The victory of 
Mr. Roosevelt·, whose Democratic New Deal 
made possible, this stabilisation in face of Re
publican opposition, augurs well for its con
tinuity, at least during the war-another in
stance of how far-away events can have a 
direct bearing on our interests; for a Repub
lic-an. victory might easily have mean~ a dif
ferent set of conditions for the californian 
industry and a fiercer competition in Canada. 

The New Zealand market promises well 
and the licensing arrangements for imports do 
not appear to' indicate any detriment to sales. 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 
Growers are aware of the willingness of the 

Home Government to take the 1941 surplus, 
and the importance of this sale lies not only 
in the minimum of effort and cost, but in 
the highly important fact that, having taken 
ethe fruit ·as an essential wartime food, the 
British Government will find the shipping._ 
The Turkish crop, normally 8.0,00_0 tons, is 
reduced to 30,000, and it can be taken that 
neither this nor the Grecian yield will reach 
Great Britain. Purchases from Ameri~a ap
pear a reffiote possibility unless the present 
cre,dit discussion eventually involves a release 
of the Californian surplus, mooted 'some while 
ago in the A,merican Press. The position ap
pears that little other than Australian and 
South African fruit will go to England. 

This does not necessarily mean .a definite 
firming of price, for as stated earlier, this must 
be negotiated with full regard to the urgent 
needs of the Mother 'Country as the paramount 
consideration, the part she is taking in getting 
our fruit there, and her proper policy of 
keeping the costs to the masses down to mini
mums. Therefore, we must not have any 
false hopes regarding price, but can rest as
sured that every effort will be made to have 
them on a basis of cost of production. And 
so the prospects are better than last year when 
there was a real danger of a heavy carry-over 
had not Britain, already heavily stocked with 
Turkish and other fruits, not taken our sur
plus. The question of further vine plantings 
has again cropped up from the same source as 
before--:--the Victorian Water Supply authority 
-and it is astonishing that officials of this 
department should see fit to ignore the world 
posit,ion. W €.'! have only to lose portion of 
our present preferences in the post-war re
organisation of trade-and the dried fruits 
producing c-ountries are on our side- and Greece 
is already fighting with us-to face the real 
danger of a reduction of areas through eco-

. nomic reasons. And yet we find men in re
sponsible positions definiteiy stating that there 
is room for expansion. It woul<t be alarming 
but for the fact that we know that the Gov
ernments of the producing stares are fully 
aware of the danger and will not permit any 
such precipitate action without proper con
sideration of all the features and full consul
tation with the Export Control Board and our 
marketing interests. 
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THE LABOR PROBLEM 

NEED FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION 
The dried fruits industry is unusually situ

ated in regard to its labor needs, and in times 
of shortage it is highly vulnerable. The ele
ments control the economic starting and fin~ 
ishing periods for harvesting a crop worth 
se,veral million pounds, and it can be consid
ered that six or -seven weeks is the period in 
which it has to be handled if serious losses 
due to unfavorable weather are to be avoided. 
Thus a large concentration of labor for a 
comparatively short period 1s the problem. In 
normal times the supply is usually equal to 
the demand. However, under the conditions 
that will rule during the coming harvest per
iod we can anticipate some problems; just how 
difficult we do not know, but the position is 
not at all promising.' Farmers, their sons, the 
casual workers in the rural areas, are going to 
the cities seeking wonk on munitions, etc., to 
tide them over the effects of the drought, 
and the Federal member for the Wimmera has 
stated that he spends a great deal of his time 
giving letters of introduction to this end. 

It is estimated that, at Mildura alone, over 
4000 people have left the district-these in
clude men on service, their dependents, men 
for munitions and others in war work. This 
probably applies to all other of our areas pro~ 
portionately. Enlistments for the A.I.F. are 
to re-Ope,n in January, and new age groups are 
to be called up for universal training in that 
month. There' is a constant demand for ·more 
workers as the munitions plan gains momen
tum. The unemployed in Victoria are offi
cially stated to number 11,500, and it is auth
oritatively stated that 90 per cent. of these are 
over 4 5 and many are unable to do manual 
labor, particularly in the warmer climates of 
the fruit districts. Women and girls are in 
great demand for machine work, etc., in the 
factories and- many private employers are £nd~ 
ing it difficult to get labor. 

Taking a strata of growers at random in 
the past week, it was found that scarcely 
one had any definite anticipation of a. full 
team and most were in the __ position that not 
one of their pre,vious team were available for 
the coming harvest. 

It is now the time for definite action to as
certain the true position. Recently the Board 
of Management arranged certain interviews 
with the labor and other authorities and the 
position was discussed with a view to getting 
at real statistics, but there appears to be no 
authority set. up to do the job properly, and 
the matter is where it was. The position must 
be met, and there are several ways that it can 
be helped-the moving of senior school holi
days, the release of any men that can be spared 
from camps, being two to supplement the 
labor available. But this cannot be made 
operative until we can show that there is a 
dangerous shortage, and the most expeditious 
way to find the true position is for growerS 
"to make it their duty to- themselves and the 
industr~ generally to find out at once what 
lahor they can obtain. The matter is being 
handled by the Growers' Defence Committee 
in Mildura, and most likely the packing houses 
will circularise growers with a questionnaire 
with a strOng request that it be completed at 
the earliest date possible. This, extended 
throughout the industry, should give a fair in
dication of the amount of labor available, and 
with an alloWance for some added itinerant 
workers, will be a basis- for whatever action 
is necessary. Whilst there are able workers 
out of a job no action shOuld be taken to in
terfere with their right of work, but if the 
indicated shortage proves real- we should lose 
no time in taking action to protect the pro
duct of our year~s work. The time is here to 
do it, and every grower should co-operate to 
his utmost to facilitate the work of those who 
are handling the problem. The harvest will 
soon be upon us, and if the danger is real 
there will be a great deal of organising to do 
and little time to do it. 
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~ forward items of interest to the industry 

~ as a whole for publication in the ''News." 

:: ........................... ""'''''''"''"''"''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For there's none evn fea-red that the f1·uth 

should be heard, 
But tbose whom the b-uth would indite. 

-Burns. 

MILDURA, DECEMBER 14, 1940 

THE 1940 FEDERAL COUNCIL 

THE holding of the 1940 meeting of the 
Federal Council of the A.D.F.A. in Mil

dura was justified~ not ollly by the considerable 

saving in costs, but for the wider interest it 

aroused. A feature of the meeting was the 
number of visitors who attended. The Con

ference was opened by the 1Mayor of Mildura, 
who, after welcoming the delegates, stated that 

the City of Mildura owed everything to the 
sound organisation of the A.D.F.A. He was 

aware that it was the Federal Council that 

decided the policy of the Association, and had 

no doubt that decisions would be made at the 

current meeting that would further strengthen 
the Industry. 

These remarks by Cr. Sarah are fund.amfm
tal truths, and, stated in the City Hall-with 

all the surrounding evidence of stability in the 
business and residential areas_..:.._with the ex

pansion that has developed, so apparent, and 

with the passing by of 'buses every half-hour 

to the outer are.as of Red Cliffs and Merbein, 
and other substantial business centres; the 

whole, set in al;l Jrea of so111e 20 miles by ten 

of almost continuous g·reen, was to bring to 

the mind the _vital importance of the organisa-, 

tion that has so largely made it all '':possible_, 
both here and in other dried fruits districts. 

Many times we read of a farewell or compli

mentary social to some prOminent business or 
professional man in our areas; we hear of his 

part in .. making the town what it is today,"' 
etc., and he is probably entitled to such 

eulogies by his fellow citizens. But, behind 

it all is the quiet and efficient work of this 

growers' organisation, from its local commit

tees to the culmination at the Federal Council 
whose policy ~it is implemented by its Board 

of Management. 

And it was such a Conference that met at 

Jvfildura with the power to make decisions if 

needed, of equal and far reaching importance 
to any made by its predecessors· over the many 

troub]ous years. An instance of these being 
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the decision of the Council to carry out a 

stabilising scheme involving the outlay of 

many. thousands of pounds from a special levy 
on growers. It needs no stretch. of the ima

gination to visUalise what this meant, not only 

to growers, but to the towns and cities 

throughout the industry. 

It is a growers' Counc.il. Its -cost are met 
by growers, ,and its decisions are backed -by 

the. r-eadiness of growers to levy themselves to 
meet the needs involved. Perhaps the great

est strength of this governing body of the 

A.D.F.A. could be set out as being due to two 

ve.ry important features. First, that its 
Constitution allows commercial interests, both 

processing and selling, associated with the 
industry to have some voice in its deliberations. 

The merging of these intere.sts around a com

mon table is of great v-alue-many di:ffic'l:llties 

are met-misunderstanding is cleared yia 

W:4e Jlltemor!J of ±4e late 
!-· ~·~ tJjeU ~onoreh 

At the opening of the Federal Coun
cil of the Association at Mildura a two
minutes' silence was observed in memory 
of the late Alex. F. Bell. In addressing 
delegates the Chairman of the Associ-
ation said the industry had lost a great 
friend in the late Deputy Chairman of 
the Export Control Board, who had at
tended the annual conferences of the 
Association for many years. It had been 
suggested, said Mr. Howie, that the in
dustry might go further and mark its 
appreciation of the great work of Mr. 
Bell by endowing beds in the two hospi
tals in the main river areas-Mlldura 
and Renmark.__ Mr. Bell, in his lifetime., 
added Mr. Howie, had made a practice 
of generously supporting these institu
tions, and his contributions would be 
missed _by them. The cost of endowing 
each bed would be £25, with an annual 
expenditure of £10 each for mainten
ance. In this way, said the speaker, the 
industry ·would be perpetuating the 
memory of a man who was held in the, 
greate~t respect by all. After many 
speakers had expressed the appreciation 
of the industry to Mr. Bell it was unani
mously decided to take the action pro
posed. 

- -
.-""'"''"""'""""""'""'"'""'"'""'""""""''"''"''""'""'""'"''"'F 

technical and business assistance to growers. 
In actual fact, whilst the A.D.F.A. is funda
mentally a growers' body, it really embraces 

. the three main interests-growers, processors 

and selle.rs. Its history has many times 

shown that this is the real strength of this 

voluntary organisation. The second and very 
important feature is that under a system of 

voting on a two-thirds majority (recently 

four-fifths) no decision can be taken on a 

~nap vote.. The u~derlying principle being 
that in a voluntary organis·ation with ramifi

cations_ in four States of widely settled areas, 

very full consideration must ·be given to 
minorities. 

And so the 1940 Conference has completed 
its business, a good deal of which . .was con
nected with difficulties arising from the effects 

of war to the industry. In ·-the words of the 

Chairman of the Conference, we can sin
cerely hope that the 1941 meeting will he 
under happier circumstances of a :final victory 
for the Empire. 

PERSONAL 
At a recent meeting of the Viticulturists' 

Union of West Australia, the chairman (Mr. 
Brammall) made a presentation of wristlet 
watches to Mr. Lou Hasluck, deputy chairman 
of the W.A. State Board, and his wif~. Mr. 
Hasluck has joined the A.I.F. 

* * * * * 
An interested v1sttor to Mildura recently, 

where he attended the Federal Council as a 
N.S.W. delegate, was M;r. W. Arbuckle, of 
Leeton. Mr. Arbuckle came to Mildura in 
1890 with his parents, who took up a pro
perty on 17th Street under the Chaffey Red 
Book settlement scheme. He. retained vivid 
impressio11.s of the early vicissitudes of the in
dustry and stated· that the tremendous devel
opment of Mildura was a monument to the. 
foresight of the late W. B. Chaffey and the 
organisation of the A.D.F.A. 

OBITUARY 

MR. JOHN WILLIAM JOHNSON 
The sudden death of Jack Johnson, of Ren

mark is deeply re-gretted by his many friends 
in the river areas of South Australia and many 
who know of his work for the industry. In 
a tribute to the valuable work that the late 
MI. Johnson had done to improve production 
methods, the Chairman of the A.D.F.A. (Mr. 
Howie) said that the distnct cuuld ill afford 
to lose growers-. who had attained the high 
standard of production methods as had this 
progressive settler. "Nemo," of the "Murtay 
Pion~er," states: 

"Many years ago, when the whole of the 
dried fruits industry was vainly attempting to 
obtain a good color with the old hot caustic 
soda dip, it was Ja.ck Johnson who discovere.d 
that a low temperature and quick immersion 
would do the trick. Nothing was too much 
troubl~ to Jack in those days, when helping 
a grower with advice or practical demonstra
tion of his dipping method. These efforts 
characte,rised his whole attitude towards fruit 
growing and towards his fellow m~n. If it 
was possible to be of some practical service to 
growers in bettering the grade of fruit, 
whether it be sultanas or pears, Jack was pre
pare;d to go to no end of trouble to make his 
knowledge available to all who were interested. 

"Possessed of a ready wit, the late grower 
will be sadly missed by all with whom he 
carne in frequent contact. A good grower 
and -a fine Australian." 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
From Agents' figures supplied as at 3Oth 

November, the following position is disclosed:-

VINE FRUITS 
1940 1939 1938 
Tons Tons Tons 

Currants 3,143 2,902 2,546 
S-ultanas 7,83 5 7,995 6,879 
Lexias 3,046 3,182 3,125 

--- --- -
14,024 14,079 12,550 

TREE FRUITS 
Apricots 932 6'15 594 
Nectarines 21 22 31 
Peaches 308 243 242 
Pears 189 91 73 
Prunes 1,977 1,625 1,480 

--- --- -
3,427 2,626 2,420 

The Sun-Maid Raisin Growers' Association 
recently reported that visitors to the 1940 
Fair on Treasure Island, in San Francisco Bay, 
where it features a packaging display, had 
purchased of the small cartons of raisins being 
handled at Sun-Maid's exhibit t~ere, nearly 
twice the quantity as in the corresponding 
period of the Fair last year. The packaging 
machine shows a feeder passing the raisins 
down through a glass chute in view of visi
tors and at the end of the machine 5 -cent 
packages are turned out ready for sale. 
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THE MARKETING OF TREE FRUITS 
Improvement in Association Handlings 

' A feature of the following report of the Tree Fruits Committee, which acts 
in an advisory capacity to the Board of Management of the A.D.F.A., is the 
increased quantities of fruits handled by the Association. This is very largely 
.due to the effect of the recent Stabilization Scheme put into operation by the 
industry. The report is as follows:-

COMMONWEALTH MARKET 
The advantage:; accuring from the Stabili

zation Scheme commenced by the Association 
.a couple of years ago are evident from the 
.following comparison of sales of the various 
fruits by Association Agents or; the Com
monwealth Market. for the past three years:-

.Apricots' 
Peaches 
Nectarines 
Pears 
:Prunes .. 

1938 
Tons 

637 
253 

30 
82 

1,834 

1940 
19.39 (to·date) 

Tons 
671 
256 
24 

109 
1,676 

Tons 
*919 
*308 
*21 

t195 
11,643 
--·--

2,836 2,736 3,086 
*Approximate final. tStill. selling. -

It is to be noted that whilst sales a apri
,cots, peaches and nectarines are practically 
completed, oWing to available stocks having 
"been absorbed, selling is still paocee,-:l.ing in 
,respect to pears and prunes, and it can be ex
·pected that considerable additional quan~ities 
-of the.se two fruits wil-l be dispos(;;d of b~fore 
·supplies of new crop become available. 

In the cas~ of prunes, it would appear cer
·tain this year's crop will be fully absorbed, 
·which will mean the sale Of anothe,r 260 tons 
-0£ fruit. 

In pears unsold stocks amount to approxi
,mately 80 tons, and it is hoped that a con
-siderable portion of these will be placed prior 
·to· new crop becoming availabl.e next March/ 
April. 

DEFENCE DEPARTMENT 
The demand from the Defence Department 

for military requirements has assisted in the 
volume of sales in the Commonwealth nur
!ket this year, but, apart from this demand, 
ihe normal enquiry through the Merchant 
"Distributing Houses has been consistently 
·Strong throughout the year and shows in im
:provement en previous seasons. 

APRICOTS 
The tonnage packed this season through 

Association channels shows an improvement 
at l,i94 tons, as compared to 846 tons in 
1939. In fact the pack this year was the 
'largest of recent years, with the exception of 
1938, when a very heavy tonnage, amounting 
to 1,608 tons was recorded. New Zealand 
has been supplied with approximately 270 
tons, and the balance of the fruit available 
was absorbed readily by the local market, and 
buyers should be ready for deliveries of new 
-season•s crop as soon as same are available. 

PEACHES 
This year's pack, which amounted to __ 319 

-tons (included 4 5 tons of peeled peaches) was 
the lightest of recent years, with the excep
:tion of 1937, when the tonnage was 314 tons. 

Owing to the strong demand from the, local 
market, including supplies for military pur
poses, it was decided not to make supplies 

available, for export this year, with the exCep
tion of a few tons of peeled peaches, which 
Were shipped to New Zealand at .the com
mencement -of the season. 

The lower percentage o-f 1-crown and 
"Plain" fruit i~_c:luded in this year's pack 
materially assisted in dfecting a prompt clear-
an-ce, and it is hoped th:lt growers will be 
able to maintain a good standard of grade for 
the future. 

c NECTARINES 
The pack showed a still further reduction 

this year, as the tonnage amounted to only 21 
tons, which is t}le lowest on record for many 
vears. The deinand from New Zealand and 
Australia continues strong, but owing to the 
small quantity available, it was decide.d not to 
release supplieS for export this year. 

PEARS 
This )rear's pack of 28'9 tons is the largest 

recorded for some time-just exceeding the 
1938 pack by a few tons. 

In recent years it has proved necessary to 
export from 60 per cent. to 75 per cent. of 
the pack, in order to effect a clearance, and 
this year early efforts were made, to interest the 
Ministry of Food in Great Britain in supplies 
of Australian pears. Unfortunately, however, 
it was ~found impossible to secure Treasurv 
approval to a S?le which was being n-egotiate,d, 
and, as a result, agents have been forced to 
looJt for a clearance of stocks in the Common
wealth, New Zealand and Eastern markets. 
Fortunately the Defence Department hls pur
chased considerable quantities of pears for 
military requirements, and it is hoped that this 
factor, combined with a fairly strong demand 
from the usual distributing trade, will result 
in a clearance of the bulk of the, fruit gn.ded 
2-crown and higher. It is anticipated, how
ever, considerable difficulties will be experi
enced in clearing the stocks of the lowe.r 
grades-1-crown, slabs and "plain"-and un
til export to the United Kingdom is again pos
sible, growers .would be well advised to con
sider drastically reducing their drying of the 
smaller fruit, and also taking greater care 
with their harvesting and drying so as to avoi_d 
the production of slabs and "plain" fruit. 

PRUNES 
It is estimated that this year's pack will 

very nearly reac-h 2,000 ·tons-the latest esti
mate (including over-run) beillg 1,941 tons. 
Thjs figure shows a considerable imp-rove,ment 
on the 1939 pack of 1,159 tons, -but is still 
substantially down·on the 1937 and 1938 oro
ductions of_ 2,713 and 2,408 t-ons respecti\~ely. 
During the two years just mentioned, expo~t 
of 3 7 J per cent and_ 3 5 per cent. was neces
sary, in order to effect a clearance of stocks, 
but this year it would appear certain that the 
pack will be disposed of on the local market. 
with the exception of about 40 tons of fruit 
whic-h was volWl.tarily exPorted by agents. 

The pack this year consisted o.f an abnor-. 
mally high percentage of large fruit in New 
South Wales, and the clearance· thereof has 
. been, materially helped by sales arranged to the 
Military Authorities. 

As wiph ~~apricOts, peaches· and nectarines1 it 
is· anticipated that -stocks available will have 
moved out of agents' hands before the en<;l of 
the season, and there Should thus be a strong 
early demand for new crop :vhen available. 

PROCESSED APRICOTS 
This year packers generally followed the 

practice of processing· apricots, and the. re
sult can be claimed to have been very satis
factory, inasmuch as the pack has met with. 
the approval of bUyers throughout Australia 
and New Zealand, according to general re
ports which have been received.-- Some buy
ers were apprehensive at the commencement 
of the season, in respect to the keeping quali
ties of processed apricots, but the last few 
months !Jave been remarkable as far as free
dom of complaints is concerned, and it may 
be safely assumed that the processing of apri
cots can be continued, provided growers and 
packers take steps to maintain a consistent 
standard of production. 

The distribution of the pack_ in processed 
form seems to make it essential that packers 
should only process at _the commencement of 
the season, sufficient fruit to carry the market 
forward for three or four months, whilst vine 
fruits are being dealt with. Apricots requir
ed for delivery from July onwards should be 
held in bulk and processed as required by the 
trade. 

In the discussion on the report, Mr. Jones 
said: 

"I. would like to draw your attention to the 
end of the comment on pears. We had to ex
port considerably moi-e than half of the pack, 
and that proportion included the bulk of the 
low-grade fruit. In the absence of sales to 
the U.K. then:~ is one outlet for this grade-:--
at 3d a lb. for paste making for confectionery, 
which is Zd a lb. lower than usual for these 
grades. Failing export, growers would be well 
advised to cut out the hail-affected fruit 
which is packed as plain. There is another 
aspect in connection with pears-coring. The 
trade prefers the cored article, but it is diffi
cult, if n-ot impossible, to get it to pay a 
higher price. If we could put up .a cored 
article e.xclusively we would have a bigger 
turnover, bUt whether the cost would be too 
much it is difficult to say. I am of the opin
ion that. we may have to adopt some system 
of putting the responsibility for the lack of 
sales of the low-grade pears back on th~ pro~ 
ducers. The A.D.F.A. Board has not yet de- -
clared the differentials for pears, and I .am 
sure that the reason for that is the difficulty 
of estimating what is going to be obtained for 
the l_pw grades." 

In the matter of the election of a Tree 
Fruits Committee for the coming season, sev
eral aspects were discussed. Mr. Jemison said: 

"In- the present state of affairs it is a -ques
tion whether it is necessary to continue with 
the committee. Last year we had one meeting. 
The tree fruits position is fairly stable today. 
It is mainly a concern of S.A., but we have 
Mr. Howie and 1v[r. Murdoch to watch the 
position on the Board. Until it becomes -nee-
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essary to call the Tree_ Fruits Committee to
gether again, I think we could dispense with 
it. Prunes could be handled with Mr. Steele's 
co-operation. On last year's figures the Tree 
Fruits Committee cost more than £50, but in 
a normal year ·it would be £100, and I think 
that we should save that on last year's ex
perience. ThiS year, to judge from the report, 
there do not appear to be any dangers ahead 
for tree fruits." 

Mr. HOWIE.-1 am inclined to agree with 
iM;r. Jemison on this matter. Before the Tree 
Fruits Committee was appointed. we found 
that tree fruits were occupying the attention 
of the whole A.D.F.A. Board for a day at a 
time. The committee gave very useful ser
vice, particularly when export was necessary 
and in apportioning the crops for the export 
lllJ-rkets. This work has now been taken out 
of our hands. 

Mr. MALLOCH.-As one who had some
thing to do with the events leading to the for
mation of this committee, I think that present 
conditiOns have reduced the volume of work 
in connection with tree fruits that the Board 
of Management can be expected to handle it 
without encroaching too much on the time 
that should be devoted to dried fruits. The 
Tree Fruits Committee was appointed so that 
more attention could be given on the Board 
to dried vine fruits. While agreeing that the 
Tree Fruits Committee could go into recess, I 
think that we should express our appreciation' 
o£ the services its members have rendered, and 
exPlain that the decision is not due to any 
idea of doing away with those services, but to 
the particular conditions that have arisen. 

It was then agreed on the motion (Malloch
Sims) : ~'That 'the J'ree Fruits Committee 
(Messrs. Howie, Jemison, Barry-Wood and 
Steele) go into recess for the time being, and 
that the Chairman of the Board of Manage
ment have the right to call on those members 
who have serve.d on the Tree Fruits Coinmit
tee for any special advice or meetings that 
may be necessary to consider tree fruit prob
lems throughout the year, and that the con
ference takes this opportunity of expressing 
to the members of the Tree Fruits Committee 
its appreciation of the services they have ren
dered in the past." 

DIFFERENT!=IA:':'L'=S ==F'==oR===FI==NA==L ACCOUNT 
SALES 

Board To Have Power To Vary 
This matter· was again discussed at the Fed

eral CounciL Last year the rule was amended 
to read: "That the Board of Management shall 
announce as early as possible in each year the 
differentials to apply in respect to final pay
ments to growers of all fruits (other than 
prunes) listed by the Association." 

However, circumstances have arisen that 
brought about an undesirable position, and it 
was the recommendation of the Board that 
the rule be again amended. Speaking to this, 
Mr. Howie said that the need for the Board 
of Management having the power to vary 
differentials should circumstances. justify such 
action was brought forcibly under notice 
when the market realisations showed a differ
ential of £6 a ton instead of the declared £4 
a ton. in Plain sultanas. The Board had to give 
power to the packers to vary the basis, as it 
would not have been right to insist on £4 a 
ton throughout the industry, when £6 a ton 
was the actual realisation on the market. The 
Board should have the power to vary the dif
ferentials if it is to dec·lare them as early as 
possible in the season. I do not think that the 
industry could be expected to perpetuate what 
might be an injustice to the bitter end. 

His motion that, .. The Board of Manage
ment Shall announce as early as possible in 
each year the differentials to apply in respect 
to final payments to growers of all fruits 

'(other than prunes) listed by the Association, 
and the Board· of Management shall have 
power to alter or vary ·such announced dif
ferentials should such procedure in their opin
ion be necessary," was agreed to. 
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Harvesting Currants 
By A. V. LYON, B.Ag.Sc., Research 

Sation, Merbein. 

At the 1940 harvest, it will be remembered 
that the majority of Zante currants were im
mature at the normal time of harvest. The 
immaturity reflected as a low sugar content, 
and an undue proportion of red and white 

_berries. These features were so marked that 
many growers postponed the picking of the 
currants until after sultana picking. The 
results were so good that it indicates that an 
extension of the practice of late picking could 
be. 'followed with advantage in suitable seasons .. 
The traditional prac'tice in Mildura district has 
bee.n to harvest the currants first. There is 
a very natural urge among dried fruit growers 
to make a start at picking as early as possible, 
with the result that currants, when picked 
first,· are usually on the ru;_ripe side. Pick
ing too early is one of the, chief factors in 
deteriorating currant quality, since the desir
able blue-black pigments have not had time to 
develop~ 

Any advocacy of late picking should be 
weighed carefully, on account of the greater 
risk of getting bad weather with the advance
ment of the season. But if currants approach 
maturity in a sound condition, the risk of 
mould and splitting is not nearly so great. 
The greatest damage occurs when the. rains 
come on the fully distended currants before 
they are ripe. As they soften and wilt they 
can stand bad weather, and- still hang on the 
vine. A sound conclusion is that, except 
in years of early rain and mould damage, best 
results are obtained by leaving the currants 
until they are fully ripe, even if picking must 
be delayed until the berries are obviously wilt
ing. The currant is not dipped, and, there
fore, does not deteriorate when it wilts on 
the vine. Many wilted currants were safely 
harvested last ye.ar after the sultanas. The 
position will be again reviewed as harvest ap
proaches, as sound recommendations carl only 
be given when the. weather of each particular 
season has be.en disclosed. 

VINE DISEASES 
· A dry, hot yeaf is never. suitable for vine 

diseases; and as a result we have now reached 
December without damage. The September 
threat of Black Spot did not develop any fur
ther, though these early rains have left infec
tion spots for next year at the base. of the 
canes. One cannot recommend further 
spraying for Black Spot at this stage; though 
in our uncertain Australian weather we must 
always be ready. for eventualities, Further 
Bordeaux spraying, if any, will only be neces
sary if we get very heavy summer rains suit-

The Effect Of Th.eWar On 
American Raisin Exports 

The following figui'es relating to Arrerican 
exports are of interest. They convey their 
own story· of the position being faced by 
American groWers. The figures in the right 
hand cu-1 umn are taken from the 19 3 5-3 6 
statistics issued by the Department of Agri
culture and are give,n for those countries in 
Europe and other centres who were heavy pur
chasers of American fruit. In another part 
of this issue will be found an outline of the 
scheme set Up to help the Californian pro
ducer. 

Aug., 1940 Aug., 1939 
pounds pounds 

Belgium 122,875 
Denmark 9,930 
!finland . 87.226 
France 128.277 
Germany 
[reland 350,000 256,150 
N etherli.mds 1,265.078 
Norway . 21,650 
Sweden . 307.053 
United Kingdom 2.013.735 

able to the development of Downy Mildew. 
After early spraying for Black Spot, there 
appears to be no necessity for precautionary 
spravings for Downy 11ildew. Although 
this disease can hit very hard, it usually gives 
us due notice of its appearance, and fortunate
ly it is easily controlled by one good BordL-a~x
spraying. 

Under present conditions, Oidium is the· 
only vine disease with which we are concerned .. 
Oidium is with us every ye.ar. It is an insi
dious disease, which usually saps the strength
of the vine before obvious damage shows; and· 
so it may progress unnoticed. Up to date· 
Oidium has not been bad this year; but it is 
now shoWing in a fe.w spots, and we can ex
pect the Usual summer development. At 
least three December-January applications of 
sulphur dust (more if necessary) will keep 
Oidium in che.ck. 

The Economical Use Of 
Potash. 

By E. C. ORTON, B.Sc., A.I.C. 

Although supplies of Potash , in most dis
tricts are sufficient for the coming season, the 
cost has risen considerably, and it is possible 
that there may be a shortage in future ye,ars. 
It is therefore highly desirable that growers 
should try to conserve present stocks as far as 
possiJ>le, and the following suggestions are 
made. with that object in view:-

1. A larger proportion of the sultana crop· 
cou\d be "temperature" dipped. 

i: Walthams and lexias should be pro
cessed by the boiling caustic or modified tem
perature caustic dips, p.J;eferably with the. ad
dition of oil or prepared emulsion. (Inciden
tall-y these dips usUally give the best quality). 

3. Low Beaume (2f) potash should be· 
used in the cold dip for sultanas, with the. ad
dition of oil or prepared emulsion, and the re
commended quantity of wetter. Efficient 
wetting is importint with this dip. When a: 
satisfactory wetting rate is maintained it is: 
possible to dip at le.ast 15 tons of dried fruit 
per cwt. of potash. The dip should be used 
throughout the season and the residue retained' 
for use in the next, provided the sugar con
tent is not excessive. This residue should be 
treated as follows: Any oil, etc., which sepa
rates on standing should be skimmed off and 
discarded, and all dirt should be removed from 
the bottom. The liquid remaining should be
diluted with water to compensate for loss by , 
evaporation, and after the addition of more 
oil or emulsion, may be used as stock. There 
is no easy way to recover potash from a. dip· 
containing ·an excessive amount of sugar. It 
would be necessary to allow the solution to 
evaporate to dryness, or as far as possible, and 
then roast the residue in a suitable container 
to destroy the sugar. . 

4. Extracts prepared from vine ash (from 
either canes or stems) should be used where 
available, as these are almost as satisfactory in 
regard to quality and drying rate as a potash 
solution of the same density. With cold dip 
3 de g. B. (or higher) is recommended. With 
mixed dip i deg. B. (plus caustic --soda to 
crack, and oil) should be used. 

5. Substitute cold dips in which part of 
the potash -is replaced by soda carbonate or 
caustlc soda have not proved as satisfactory as 
ordinary cold dip and cannot be recommended 
for general use. 

Two months 
ending Season 

Aug. 31, 1940 Aug. 31,1939 1935-36 
pounds pounds . pounds 

370.051 3,136,000 
87.055 171,000 

62,000 339.626 1,355.200 
326.938 6,372,800 

1,164,000 
_1.313,250 341.400 3,729.600 

2.070.788 4.872.000 
115.505 1,605.700 

132.583 758.053 8,086.400 
8.257.685 50.·167.200 
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"Dried Fruits Must Consider Some 
Expansion"-

Statement by Victorian Water Commissioner 
The dried fruits industry must be seriously 

.concerned with the attitude of Commissioner 
··H. Hanslow, who apparently has some auth
-ority fOr his alarming statement. The failure 
,of many industries can be traced to over pro
duction due to lack of proper regard to world 
conditions-in short, lack of organised mar
-keting. The success of the Australian dried 
·fruit industry is due to its facility to so or
,ganise its affairs that it has-to take Red Cliffs 
as an example--bee~ the means of assuring 
the Government venture for repatriation of 
·success. :There is a limit and in the follow
ing statements by Messrs. Howie· and Mal
loch it is shown that the statistical point is 
·reached. 

MR. HAN SLOW'S STATEMENT 
"Although I am a believer in orderly mar

keting, I am of the opinion that the dried 
fruits industry, along with other industries, 
must carefully consider some expansion of the 
industry after the war," said Commissioner H. 
Hanslow, .a member of the State Rivers and 
Water Supply Commission, at a meeting of 
the primary production sub-committee of the 
Mildura Development Committee on Novem
"ber 27. 

Commissioner Hanslow said he was present 
as a. listener when the committee discussed 
-post-war problems and the settling of men on 
-the land, and said all thinking men realised 

r}k-

market for the fruit would only result in de
pressed' prices, losses and misery for the pro
ducers. It would be a crime for any Gov
ernment to inflict such conditions on any 
group of growors. 

A clear picture of market opportunity was 
available from the Control Board reports. Aus
tralia, on present plantings and with drainage 
schemes, could produce 100,000 tons of dried 
fruits. Last year, with losses from frost and 
low sugar content of fruit, production was 
95,000 tons. Assume, however, a low average 
production of 80,000 tons. Australia con
sumed 16,000 tons per annum, Canada 18,000 
tons, New Zealand and the East 6000 tons. 

This made a total of 40,000 tons-half the 
average crop--and was subject to our retention 
of the whole of these marke,ts. It left 40,000 
tons •for the United Kingdom, which absorbed 
annually about 120,000 to 130,000 tons of 
vine fruits. Here was an apparent opportu
nity for development and expansion by 80,000 
tons per annum. But, on analysis, it is found 
that Greece supplies 50,000 tons of currants, 
Turkey 20,000 t-o 30,000 tons of sultanas, and 
Crete 5000 to 10,000 tons of sultanas annu
ally to the United Kingdom. California also 
supplied up to 20,000 tons of sultanas. 

SUPPORTERS OF EMPIRE 
These three countries were the only active 

supporters of the, Empire today. The friend-
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crease without inquiry by a special committee 
into the facts and possibilities of markets. We 
could not compete in other than Empire coun
tries with pre.ferential tariffs as our Costs of 
production were so much greater than the 
costs in Greece and Turkey, with labor paid 
I/- to I/6 per day. The Australian industry 
was exporting ovet 80 per cent. of its produc
tion-the highest proportion of any industry 
in Australia; it was highly organised and suc
cessful, yet the powers of Government could 
destroy all that had been built up by blind 
expansion. The lessons of the past showed 
clearly the need for planned economy; pro
duction, distribution and consumption were 
involved. Yet the lessons were apparently 
forgotten, and blind hope was to be the con
trolling factor. 
WATER RIGI{fS FOR OTHER AREAS? 

Mr. J. A. Aird, c;.hief irrigation {)fficer of 
the State Rivers and Water Supply Commis
sion, explained that under the Murray Rivers 
Water Agreement a detailed investigation was 
being made with a view to the final and pe.r
manent allocation of water under the agree
ment. He pointed out that if no further ex
tension of -dried fruit vines was contemplated 
in the Mildura district, the Commission might 
consider limiting the allocation of water· ac
cordingly, and grant the water right to the 
other areas which were asking for the right 
to extend the dried fruits industry. 

REAL DANGER OF OVER-PRODUCTION 
Continuing, Mr. Malloch supplied a com

plete answer to any charge that the dried fruits 
industry has not developed during that period. 
Mr. Malloch pointed out that the production 
of dried fruits since the Control Board was 
established in 1925 has been:-

that when the war was over there would be 
much reproductive work for soldiers when 
·they came home. This time we should 'be pre
pare.d for it beforehand. 

DRIED FRUITS PRODUCTION (II'! Tons) 

He said all thiniking men must realise that 
-we must have some of the overflowing popu
lation from England into the country. In 
'the wool industry at the end of the last war 
every available storage in Australia and Eng
land was full of wool, but within three years 
it ha,d been sold, together with what had been 
produced in the meantime. 

RED CLIFFS PROPHECY 
·When the Government decided to settle 

Red Cliffs with soldier settlers, the dried fruits. 
industry was at that time of the opinion that 
it could not stand the increase and prophesied 
failure, but that opinion had been proved 
rvrong. 

When Y arrawonga Weir was opened some 
·members of the Agricultural Department 
asked what wa§ going to happen to the extra 
production. 

If growers had decided to produce only half 
·the number of lambs because of the quota 
they would have been in a bad position, but 
:they had carried on taking no notice of the 
,quota, .with the remit that they had marketed 
;their production. 

Other industries prior to the war had been 
cen quotas, but the dried fruits industry had 
never been on a quota and had never had a 
,carry-over. 

GROWERS SURPRISED 
Mr. Malloch, in reply to Mr. Hanslow, 

.stated that growers were surprised to learn 
:that the Government contemplated an increase 
of the area of dried vine fruits. All organi
sations connected with the industry were con
cerned, and for years had warned the Govern
-ment of dangers of over-production. This 
was not done! from selfish motives, because the 
men concerned were just as keen as anyone to 
see the State and the district developed and 
expanded. ,The policy of blind expansion of 
industry with no regard or thought to mar
keting possibilities had proved ruinous to many 
growers in other industries in the past, and 
this should be avoided in the future. Expansion 
of prod~ction should be planned with, and 
.should be dependent upon, marketing oppor
-tunity. To increase production without a 

1925 37,217 1929 .. 71,723 
1926 35,032 1930 72,194 
1927 55,201 1931 50,549 
1928 31,850 1932 .. .. 58,501 

-- --
Totals 

(4 years) 159,300 252,967 
-- -Yearly 

Average 39,825 63,242 

ship of Greece and Turkey was essential to 
Great Britain for the protection of her assets 
in Mesopotarr..ia and , her Empire in the East. 
If they had h®n amongst our enemies we 
could justifiably have claimed their trade with 
Britain and worked for expansion, but as our 
Allies it would be an act of folly to plan to 
reduce their trade with Britain. 

At one stage it looked as though we would 
be left with a large part of our 1940 crop un
sold. Eventually, on account of the shipping 
position in the Mediterranean, our fruit was 
sold. It was quite clear that the United King
dom would not welcomf;! any reduction in her 
trade with Greece and Turkey,· even to have 
the benefit of increased production and settle
ment in Australia. The least that could be 
done would be tO_ place the facts before the 
U.K. Governmen~ and, if that Government 
approved of development and agreed to take 
more fruit under agreement with Australia, 
then and then only let development proceed. 

POSITION IN CALIFORNIA 
So far as California was concerned produc

tion was far in excess of consumption, and for 
the past three years 100,000 tons of sultanas 
had to be acquired by ·th~ Surplus Commodi
ties Corporation, taken from the market and 
diverted to stock food, spirit and other by
products, whilst some was distributed for re
lief in distresse.d areas. This year, with a crop 
of 200,000 tons, 20 per cent., or 40,000 tons, 
would be diverted to by-product channels; 50 
per cent., or 100,000 tons, would go into a 
stabilisation pool, and of this probably 20,000 
tons would be unsold. Growers in California 
were existing on a miserable pittance and on 
standards lower than we could dream of. It 
was to such conditions we would march with 
increased production, and the Government 
should face the facts. There should be no in-

1933 77,832 1937 .. 71,219 
1934 69,591 1938 .. 91,687 
1935 66,904 1939 72,920 
1936 62,942 1940 .. 95,000 

-- -
27.7,269 330,832 -

69,317 82,708 

Thus without_ any expansion due to Gov
ernmental policy or development schemes the 
output of dried fruits had doubled since con
trol had been instituted. This had been brought 
about ·by the gradual extension in the various 
areas, and with the money expended on drain
age in Mildura, Red Cliffs, Merb€in and Nyah
W oorinen districts, together with improved 
cultural methods, a crop of up to 110,000 
tons was capable of production in the existing 
area. 

Mr. Malloch stated that the industry could 
not understand why the Government should 
claim there must be more expansion of plant
ing when the output is steadily increasing. The 
reason why the quota system has not been ap
plied to the industry is because it is not over
producing. Is it the policy of the Govern
ment to force over-production upon a sound 
industry? 

In reply to Mr. Hanslow's contention that 
there had been no carry -over in the dried 
fruits industiy, Mr. ·Malloch pointed out that 
in 193 8 the sultanas exported to Great Britain 
totalled 40,500 tons, .and at December 31, 
1938, only 26,442 tons had been sold. It took 
until August, 1939, to dispose of the balance 
of the crop, and had a heavy crop been har
vested in 1939, the carry-over position would 
have been a most serious one. 

A.D.F.A. DID NOT OPPOSE RED CLIFFS 
Mr. H. D. Howie, chairman of the Board 

of Management of the A.D.F.A., stated that 
he was a member of the Board of the A.D.F.A. 
during the time when the Red Cliffs planting 
was discussed, and the A.D.F.A. did not take 
any exception to this development of the in
dustry . 

In fact, the late Mr. C. J. DeGatis, who 
was then one of the leading figures in A.D.F.A. 
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circles, took a most active part in the negoti
ations which resulted lp the opening up of 
the Red Cliffs area, and his efforts in this dir
ection had the full support of the Board of 
Management. 

In 1921, when the planting at Red Cliffs 
was completed, the A.D.F.A. did draw the 
attention of the _Government to the necessity 
for markets for the huge increase in produc
tion, but· the Government took no action. As 
a result the, A.D.F.A., at its own expense, sent 
Mr. F. L. McDougall to London and his work, 
backed by the A.D.F.A., eventually secured 
Empire preference without which export trade 
in dried fruits could not have existed. 

Mr. Howie added that a financial collapse 
actually did follow the expansion of dried 
fruits production when Red Cliffs was opened, 
and the Federal Governme.nt had to make a 
grant of £200,000 to the growers to enable 
production to be continued. Stability was 
only reached when preferential tariffs were 
arranged with the U.K., Canada and New 
Zealand. 

VOTE Of APPRECIATION TO 
. MR. J. B. MURDOCH 

Speaking at the recent Federal Conference, 
Mr. P. Malloch said that many had read with 

- interest am:l some regret in the last few days, 
a letter from Mr. Murdoch advising growers· 
that he would be retiring from the South 
Australian Dried Fruits Board, on which he 
has occupied a seat as growers' representative 
for fourteen years. We should record our ap
preciation of the services rendered to the in
dustry by Mr. Murdoch in that capacity, said 
Mr. Malloch. We are all aware of his ability, 
his interest, and his enthusiasm in the cause 
of growers at all times. If he is satisfied that 
the cause is right whether popular or not, he 
will :fight for it, and he has been very often 
on the unpopular side on that account, added 
the speaker. He holds to his opinion' tenaci
ously, and has been the cause of securing bet
ter results by; his persi~tence .. I would like you 
see recorded in the minutes our appreciation 
of the services to the industry, concluded Mr. 
Malloch. . 

In supporting this e.xpre:Sion, Mr. Ruston 
(Renmark) said that the .State Board had 
come in for its share of criticism by growers, 
but all recognised the good work it had done. 
Mr. Murdoch had done much towards mak
ing the Board the efficient body it was today. 

The motion was supported by Messrs. Cur
ren (who referred to the valuable work done 
by Mr. Murdoch in connection with the James 
cases), E. J. Roberts, E. J. Casey, A. Raw
lings (who referred to the part played by Mr. 
Murdoch in promoting co-operation between 
the State Boards), Jones, Hudson, Keenan 
and Poppleton. 

Mr. M11:rdoch, in thanking delegates for 
their tributes, expressed his appreciation of 
their having re-elected him to the Board· of 
Management. He said that there were times 
when grower members had to defer to packer 
members on technical matters, but they gave 
way to none on questions of principle. The 
A.D.F.A. was the finest organisation of pri
mary producers in the world and, while they 
were :fighting for the maintenance of the 
principles on which the Association was 
founded, it would continue to endure. He 
added that he· had not reached his decision to 
retire from the State Board without mature . 
comider(ltion, but now that the fight was 
over, he thought that he should make way for 
someone else. His services would always be 
devoted to the furtherance of the interests of 
the industry. 

British scientists have evolved formulae 
using peanut and other oils, vitamised, as ad
ditions or substitutes for cod liver oil. 

The first known artificial eyes were made 
for Egyptian mummies and statues. 
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CHARCOAL BURNING 
(By Courtesy of Australian Timber Journal) 

In the foliowing two pit methods for burn
ing charcoal are described by the New South 
Wales and Queensland forest services:

DIVISION OF WOOD TECHNOLOGY, 
N.s.w;> (REVERSE DRAFT PIT) 

In its instructions regarding the reverse 
draft pit, the Division of Wood Technology, 
Forestry Commission of New South Wales, 
stat~ that the site for such a pit shall be pre
ferably one (a) sheltered from the wind; (b) 
dose to the tim.ber to be used; (c) in loamy 
soil sultable for excavating and not too sandy. 

The pit should be dug with straight sides, 
with -air inlet pipes. The following approxi
mate size is recommended and should be alter
ed to suit the available iron, etc., if necessary: 
12ft. long, 6ft. wide and 4ft. 6in. deep. 

The two inlet pipes, of black iron down
pipe or similar material, should be Sin. to 1 Oin. 
in diameter. If the charcoal is to be used for 
producer-gas work, it is desirable entirely to 
line the pit with secondhaJ?.d iron. Only sound 
timber free from excessive dry rot, bark or 
dirt, should be used. Logs from 3in. diameter 
to Sin. may be burned, and it is best to use 
logs of similar species and approximately the 
same size in any one burn. The drier the 
timber the greater will be the yield, weight 
for weight. Hardwoods are preferable, as they 
give the densest charcoals. 

The pit should he filled with timber and 
ample kindling provided. The pit to he cov
ered with iron, leaving a gap of 6in. to Sin. 
at each end. Light the kindling as low down 
as possible and allow the fire to become well 
established, with both sides of the pit open. 
When th~ fire is burning well, reverse the 
draft by dosing the pi.t at the end remote 
from the air inlets. Reduce the smoke outlet 
gap so that the fire burns slowly (a 3in. or 
4in. gap should be sufficient). White smoke 
and vapor will come off at the smo}k.e gap 
throughout the burn which should average 
about; 36 hours. lbe end of the-·burn is indi
cated by the smoke changing from white to 
blue and/ or by the appearance of red coals at 
the smoke gap end of the pit. The Division 
states that the burning time may vary con
siderably ·:according to the timber used, and 
to its dryness. When the burn is complete, 
cover the air inlets and smoke outlet with iron 
and entirely seal the pit with sand or light 
earth. 

After the pit has cooled (not less than 12 
hours) , remove the cover and the charcoal. 
Screen charcoal over fin. wire mesh to remove 
dust and fireS. For producer-gas plants, crush 
large pieces to approximately H-in. mesh. Re
move unbumt timber from the product and 
return same to the pit. 

A many-tined fork is the best implement 
for handling charcoal, after removal o£ which 
the pit is immediately ready for re-filling. 

QUEENSLAND FOREST SERVICE 

Discussing timbers suitable for charcoal, 
the QUeensland Forest Service states that they 
have manufactured charcoal from 20 different 
species and have not found any outstanding 
differences between the charcoals so produced, 
except that in the matter of density; heavy 
woods produce dense charcoal and, as such, 
are preferred. However, unless the burning 
operation is properly carried out the product 
from even the best timber may be unsatis
factory. 

In regard tb the manufacture of cha;coal, 
the Forest Service says that the simplest is the 
pit method. Having dug a pit 3ft. deep by 
3ft. wide by 15ft. long, twigs and branches 
to a depth of 12in. are laid in the bottom. 

This is thoroughly ignited and then the 
main billets are thrown in carefully length
wise until the pit is :filled to a height of 2ft. 
to 3ft. above ground level. After about two 
hours the pit should have ·burnt down level 
with the ground line. At this stage billets 

should again be piled on, again to a height of 
2ft. to 3ft. above the ground line. When this
pile has burnt level with the ground line the· 
pit is sealed with sheet iron and earth, and 
every effort made to prevent air from getting 
into the pit. Wherever smoke is seen coming; 
through the seal, further ~arth should be: 
shov~lled on. 

After about 48 to 72 hours,. the pit may be· 
opened and the charcoal bagged, but carefuL 
watch must be kept to detect any hot spots. 
from which a fire might ultimately generate. 

From such a pit about 20 to 3 0 bags of 
charcoal-i.e., about 10 to 15 cwts. are ob
tained. The" chief disadvantage of the method 
is the amount of ash and dirt which is found' 
mixed With the charcoal, concludes the Forest 
Service. 

NEW SOUTH WALES BOARD HOLDS 
SECGND MEETING FOR YEAR 

As stated in previous is.sues, the. New South 
Wales Dried Fruits Board holds two meetings 
each year. Between meetings matters of a 
non-contentious nature are dealt with by cor
rspondence, under a permissible clause of the 
relevant Act. Unfortunately, we have re
ceived the, report Of the final statutary meet· 
ing just as ;the setting for this issue was prac
tically- completed. However, items that are· 
of immediate interest are already dealt with, 
and it would be redundant to set them out 
again. Nevertheless, there is much that is: 
of gene,ral interest regarding the_ worrk of the 
inspection service, prune matters involving 
the problem of the moisture content, and' 
prune bread tests, further plantings of vine· 
fruits, registration of packing,. and the roll' 
of growers. These matters will be- dealt with 
in our next issue. 

A SIMPLE ANT BAIT 
During the past thre·e years very satisfac-

tory results have followed attempts to dean 
up invasions by the. small black ant, Iridomyr
mex rufoniger, in houses in Sydney, by bait
ing with a relatively simple mixture of honey 
and arsenic. The bait is made by mixing: 

By-Weight 
Arsenite of soda (80% As203) 1 part 
Water 16 parts 
Honey 2'SS parts 
These proportions- are most easily arrived at. 
by stirring thoroughly into 18oz. ('by weight) 
of honey, 1 fluid ounce of a solution of arsenic: 
containing 1 ± ounces of the arsenite of soda· 
per imperial pint. 

Commonly recommended baits for sweet
eating ants almost all contain very much 
more water than the above mixture and usu
nlly contain preservatives. They are more· 
complex to prepare·. Some at least lose their 
toxicity or attractiveness as a result of a 
mould growth when kept in partially-emptied 
bottles. 

Samples of the simple honey and arsenic 
bait stored for I 8 months in half-filled bottles 
grew no mould (presumably because of the 
high concentration of sugars), retained their 
odor of fresh honey, and were readily eaten 
by small black ants. As with freshly pre
pared bait, the colonies of ants observed fed 
on 18-months-old mixture.s for some few 
hours and then disappeared. 

A small teaspoonful of the bait, or the 
amount adhering to half a dozen wooden 
matches dipped in it, was enough to give the 
desired result in several houses in Sydne.y. It is 
suggested that no more need be offered to any 
colOny .at a time. The amount of arsenic in 
a small teaspoonful of bait is approximately 
equal to a large, medicinal dose for a human 
being (one-sixteenth of a grain). 

This honey-arsenic bait is n-ot attractive to 
the small red ant, Monomorium pharaonis.-
R. N. McCulloch, Assistant Entomologist, in 
the N.S.W ... Agricultural Gazette." 
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PUBLICITY IN AUSTRALIA 

Record Consumption For 1940 
The report of the Joint Publicity Commit

tee is always of interest. The steady and 
·material increase in consumption is satisfac
tory; particularly in these times of higher 
~costs and problems of export. '!Jte combined 
. selling and advertising policy of the industry 
is undoubtedly meeting with continued suc
cess. Having regard to our warmer climate, 

·the per capita consumption of dried vine fruits 
is very· high and is exceeded only by countries 
in a much colder latitude. 

The chairman's report sets out the full de
tails of the recent programme but, unfortu
nately, we have not the space available in this 
issue to deal with them in full. ·After dealing 
with the very comprehensive itinerary for the 
publicity officers (Messrs. Matthews and 
Rumble), which includes ·shows, visits to re
·tailers, window dressing, addresses, e·tc., in the 
·several States, Mr. Moloney gives details of 
·expenditure on display material on trams, Syd
ney ferries,~ railways, and "appeal" cut-outs 
·for a campaign to assist the tinned .. plum pud
.ding and tinned fruit cake drive. 

WINDOW DiSPLAYS 
The committee has entered into an agree

men:. with W. J. Coller Pty. Ltd., display 
specialists, 12 Regent Street, Sydney, to dress 

"tWO hundred grocers' windows in Sydney for 
the year ending 30/4/41-the work to be 
performed under the sUpervision of the New 
"South Wales Dried Fruits Board. In order to 

· oevercome the difficulty experienced in Sydney 
:regarding the disinclination of grocers to pro
vide their own fruit, an arrangemen~ has been 
made whereby the committee·· will supply at
tractive trays with celluloid-fronted covers 
containing various varieties of dried fruits. It 
is considered that the additional initial expense 
:'involved in the carrying out of this new ar
·rangeme.nt will be more than warranted, so 
.far as ·Sydney is concerned and, furthermore, 
-will ensure uniformity of quality in the dried 
fruits being shown in all windows. 

As mentioned in my last report, the work 
-of dressing grocers' windows in Melbourne and 
Adelaide is, in the absence of the publicity 
officers, being· performed by part-time display 
.experts under the direction of the respective 
'Boards. 

A scheme similar to that operating . in re
gard to window displays in Sydney has now 
been adopted for· Perth. 

It is felt that displays af dried fruits in 
grocers"" windows arouse the interest _of both 
retailers .and the public and are therefore re
garded as 'one of the most practical and valu
_-able means of advertising. As a result of the 
committee's efforts in this direction several 
grocers have advised greatly increased sales, 
and thes~ reports would seem to be supported 
·by the following extract which appeared in 
·the "A.D.F.A. News" on 12/8/40: · 

CONSUMPTION OF DRIED FRUITS 
The following comparison in the per capita 

,consumption of dried frujts is o£ interest, par
-ticularly when it is remembered that the Am
<€rican pUblicity drives have often been given 
·as an example of what could be don·e in Aus
~ralia. 

(Lbs. per head) 
U.S.A. Aust. 

Apricots .25 .29 
Peaches ...... ...... ...... ...... .32 .10 
Prunes ..... ...... ...... 1.96 .64 
Raisins (incl. sultanas) 2.18 5.30 

It may be added that the Australian con
·sumption of dried vine fruits for 1939 was 
17,104 tons, .as compared with an average of 
14,370 tons for the years 193I to 1935. The 
.estimated Commonwealth consumption for 
1940 is 18,450 tons. 

SHOWCA,SES 
As is usual at this period of the year, the 

-two showcases· at the Swanston Street entrance 
-to the Flinders Street station have been made 
;available to leading Melbourne business houses 

for the purpose of advertising parcels of dried 
fruits for relatives and friends overseas; this 
year they are being used by the Myer Em
porium Ltd. and Messrs. R. G. Wilson Pty. 
Ltd. and extremely attractive displays have 
been arranged. 

The committee also has rented a showcase 
situated on the· main platform at the Seymour 
railway station, and good results have been 
reported in increased sales of sample packets 
ofi drie,d fruits by the! railway refreshment serN 
vice. This station has become a busy centre 
during the war, situated as it is in close proxi
mity to a number of important camps, with 
thousands of soldiers and their friends using 

·it each wee;k. 

WINDOW AND STORES DISPLAYS 
During the annual .. Smith Street Week 

Carnival," held under the auspices of the 
"Made in Australia Council,n the committee 
arranged a number of exhibits in grocers' shop 
windows in the· street. and featured a Special 
interior display in the dining room of Messrs. 
Foy and Gibson Pty. Ltd. 

An attractive diSplay is at present on show 
at the entrance to the grocery department of 
the Mutu.al Store, and it is reported to have 
proved a valuable asset in increasing sales of 
dried fruits. 

FILMS 
As indicated in my last report, the film 

programme given by the publicity officers has 
been. completely revised, as follows: (a) Film 
of the industry; this has been revised and a 
number of topical scenes introduced; (b) Film 
strips depicting all phases of the industry; 
(c) Animated cartoon entitled «New Babes 
in the Wood"; (d) Color films, depicting a 
display in a grocer's window and close-up 
"shots" of dried fruits. 

BROADCASTING 
A contract for 384 100-word broadcasts 

through stations 2GB Sydney, 4BC and 4BH 
Brisbane, at a total cost of £492/4/-, was 
completed early in July. 

COOKERY BOOKS 
There is a steady demand for copies of "the 

.A,uStralian Sunshine Cookery Book arid, as our 
stocks had become ~depleted, it has been nec
essary to arrange for a further 30,000 copies 
to be printed. The opportunity was taken to 
insert a number of additional pear recipes 
with the object of stimUlating S"ales and crea
ting interest in this variety of fruit. 

TINNED PLUM PUDDINGS AND 
TINNED FRUU' CAKES 

Further to the report in the October issue 
of the .. Dried Fruits News," it is now appar
ent that the scheme is meeting with gr€ater 
success. 

A striking display stand, depicting an Aus
tralian Soldier holding a tinned plum pudding 
and a tinned fruit cake in his hands, and 
bearing a caption: .. Send him a tinned plum 
pudding and a tinned fruit cake made from 
delicious Australian dried fruits," will shortly 
be, distributed to the principal grocers in the 
capital cities. 

The committee has been successful in sec
uring the wholehearted co-operation of sev
eral organisations controlling the distribution 
of comforts-in particular; the Australian 
Comforts Fund-<tnd tangible evidence has 
boen provided by leading manufacturing :firms 
in Victoria that the efforts of the committee 
have already been instrumental in achieving 
our objective ofi increasing local sales. In this 
connection, the following leitei:', dated Octo
ber 18, 1940, from the general manager, 
Swallow & Ariell Ltd., Melbourne, is quoted 
hereunder: 

... We are writing to express our appreci
ation of your efforts to promote the sale of 
tinned cakes and plum puddings. The ad
vertisements you have inserted in various 
publications have, we are sure, been of 
considerable assistance to us. Already we 
have received orders from the Australian 
comforts for 21,000 tins of caike, 21,000 
tins of plum pudding, and 21,000 tins of 
muscatels for Christmas hamper gifts for 

u 

troops overseas. In addition, we have noted 
increased sales in our own general trade in 
plum puddings and tinned cakes, the major. 
portion of which, undoubtedly, has been in
cluded · in individual gift parcels to go 
abroad." 

DRIED PEARS 
Following a request from the secretary of 

the South Australian Dried Fruits Board that 
an effort should be made to stimulate sales in 
dried pears, the committee recen-tly arranged 
with the president of the Victorian Grocers' 
Association for the distribution of 150 roneod 
copies of dried tree fruit recipes to Melbourne 
grocers-one page of which was devoted en
tirely to pear recipes. In this connection, it is 
interesting to report that last week the~ mana
ger of Foy & Gibson's grocery department 
stated that, as a result of specially featuring 
dried pears in windows and in raised boxes dis
played on the counters, his firm had greatly 
increased its sales of dried fruits (particularly 
pears) this year, having up to the present time 
sold over 25 cases of pears (containing_ 28lb. 
each), as compared with only 10 cases last 
year. Until 1939, the manager said that his 
firm received practically no inquiries from 

. customers for dried pears but, in order to meet 
the present dell!and, Foy & Gibson's intend or
dering at least 40 cases next year. A report 
couched in similar terms has been received 
from the secretary of the New South Wales 
Dried Fruits Board. 

The Dried Fruits PUblicity Committee is 
inserting an article in the November issues of 
various grocery and storekeeping journals, 
drawing attention to the advantages of display
ing dried fruits in raised cases on the counters 
or elsewhert:i, so that housewives can see them, 
and also pointing out that sales of dried fruits 
largely depend on the prominence given to 
them in grocers' shops. 

.. Whilst our own efforts have been directed 
to promoting these sales we feef your added 
assistance has been of considerable advantage 
in achieving the happy result of increasing the 
consumption of Australian dried fruits which 
are of such a pronounced feature in the manu
facture of cakes and puddings. n 

CARTONS OF DRIED FRUITS FOR SALE 
TO SOLDIERS IN CAMPS 

With a view to increasing local sales, the 
committee has been negotiating with a Mel
bourne firm regarding the practicability of 
seliing cartons of dried fruits at camp can
teens. The necessary arrangements having 
been made with the Canteen Board, the pac
kets (which included almonds) were origi
nally sold at 6d each, but reports indicated 
that early sales were disappointingly slow in 
comparison with cakes of chocolate, which, on 
the other hand had been selling rapidly. As 
it was considered that the price of the cartons 
of dried fruits and almonds was too eXpensive, 
the firm in question was again approached 
with a suggestion that a 3d packet of sultanas 
and raisins only should be offered for sale. This 
was agreed to and it has, therefore, been ar
ranged to make these cartons available to can
teens at the beginning of this month (Nov
ember) . Although at present it is proposed to 
concentrate on their distribution to Victorian 
canteens, the firm hopes, in future, to find a 
ready market in leading stores, chain stores, 
school utuc;k" shops and at football matches, 
etc. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested i~ packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
34, dated 3rd August, 1934, has been ap
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Esters, and· the Pate,ntees intend to 
assert . their right to recover damages 
and pr8vent unauthorised use of their 
invention.. 
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The Finances of the Association 
this revenue will increase as the reserve funds 
of the association- are built up again. 

The balance sheet shows a welcome in
crease in assets from £25,978 to £30,134, alt 
of which is represented by increase in the· 
liquid position and a satisfactory reduction in_ 
the advances to M.I.D.A. is also disclosed. 

Committee's Report and Financial Statement 
The following report of the Finance Committee appointed at the Federal 

Council indicates a sound position of the finances of the Association. 
It is the custom of the Conference to ensure that every interest is repre

sented on the Finance Committee, and to this end a large number of delegates 
are appointed. This year the number was fourteen, and was widely repre
sentative. 

Head Office Levy.-Your committee gave· 
careful consideration to the matter of the levy 
and as it is felt it is still necessary to build up· 
the reserves of the Association they recom
menc\ that the levy for 1941 season be 3/ per 
ton, of- which 6d per ton will be returned tO· 
branches. 

The report, which was adopted, reads:-

Your committee has given consideration to 
the accounts and a comparison of expenditure 
over the past three years is set out as follows: 

1940 1939 1938 
£ £ £ 

Chairman, Board and 

sation was an unforseen expenditure of a non
recurring nature. There was .ag increase in 
the board allowances and expenses, due to an 
extra meeting. 

On other items there was a reduction, but 
on the whole it may be said that the expenses 
of the association are very much the same as 
last year, and with the exception of the item, 
marketing organisation, are probably as' low 
as the successful management of the associ
ation will allow. 

Stabilisa:tion Pl"an. - Your committee has 
examined the report and accounts of the· 
M.I.D.A.., submitted by the chairman (Mr. P. 
Malloch), and considers that the realisation of 
the assets required is proceeding satisfactorily, 
and it is pleasing to report that the invest
ments made are returning interest. 

Council .. .. .. .. 
Salaries and Expenses 
Rent, Postage and Sta· 

tionery .. .. .. .. .. 
Depreciation .. .. .. .. 
Publicity, "News" Grant, 

1,688 . 1,573 
1,920 1,998 

982 965 
10 10 

1,740 
2,166 

995 
100 

AlloWif11J1ce'S and Expenses-.-Your committee· 
recommends that these remain the same as at·: 
present . 

etc ............... 825 934 1,908 
Marketing, Organisation, 

etc ... . . .. .. .. .. .. 650 424 399 

6,075 5,904 7,308 

It will be seen that the total expenditure is 
£171 higher than the previous_ year, but £500 
of the expenditure under marketing o!gani-

Receipts show that £12,790 was received 
from head office l~vy, of which -£244 3 was 
returned to branches, and there is an esti
mated amount of £4156 still to come in from 
agents, of which £693 will be returned to 
branches. The amount receiv~ from interest 
amounted to £257 against £252 last year, and 

Secretary's Repor:t. - Your committee re-. 
commends the adoption of the secretary's re-
port which sets out the statistical position. 
quite clearly and shows the strong position of_ 
the Association. 

The following is the audited statement of 
the financial position as at September 3 Of. 
1940. 

To Chairman's Allowance . . . . . . . . 
" Board Allowances . . . . . . . . . . 
" Tree Fruit Committee Allowances . 
" Federal Council Allowances . . . . . 
" Board Travelling E-xpenses . . . . . 
" Tree Fruit Committee Travelling 

Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
•• Federal Council Tirtl,vellingJExpenses 

" Head Office Salaries . . . . . . . . . 
n Inspectors' Fees . . . . . . . . . . · · 
" Adelaide Represent~.tive . . . . . . . 

•• Travelling Expenses-
Head Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

" Rent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
" Printing and Stationery . . . . . . 
.. Postages, Telegrams & Telephones 
" Legal Fees . . . . . . . . • • . . . . 
" Audit Fees . . . . .-~ . . . . . . . . 
" General Expenses . . . . . . . . 

•• "Australian Dried Fruits News" .. 
.. Grant to Joint Publicity Committee 
" Marketing Organisation . . . . . . . 

"" Depreciation, Office Furniture . . . . 
" Balance to General Fund Account .. 

£500 0 0 
574 7 0 

30 0 0 
215 5 0 
188 14 7 

19 18 4 
159 14 2 

1,742 8 9 
18 18 0 

159 411 

28 2 6 
286 0 0 
201 16 1 
273 17 6 

41 14 0 
75 0 0 
75 17 3 

612 9 2 
212 10 0 
596 12 4 

£1,687 19 1 

1,920 11 8 

982 7 4 

1,421 11 6 
10 0 0 

4,583 17 2 

£10,606 6 9 

By Head Office Levy-193·9 Season 
Less Paid to Branches . . . . . . 

" Head Office Levy-1940 Season 
Less Paid to Branches . . . . 

" Interest on Fixed Deposit . . . . 
" Interest on Commonwealth Bonds 
" Interest, Commonwealth Savings 

Bank ................. . 

" "Water Into Gold" . . . . . . . . . . · .. 

£3,560 16 7 
932 16 11 

9,229 14 11 
1,510 16 5 

22 10 0 
210 8 9 

23 14 10 

Balance Sheet 

LIABILITIES 
General F·und Account . . . . . . . . £25,550 3 9 
Add Balance __ of Revenue Account . . 4,583 17 2 

£30,134 0 11 

£30,134 0 11 

ASSETS 
Commercial Banking Company of 

Sydney Limited----Current Account £1,407 16 0 
Commonwealth Savings Bank . . . . . . 6,048 17 5 

Commonwealth Treasury Bonds-
£6,300 at cost . . . .................•... 

Office Furniture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 
Sundry Advances . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 

,CONTINGENT ASSET: 
Levy Due by Agents on Season 194o

Fruit Unsold at this date . . . . . . 

AGENTS' o-EP·OSITS, FREIGHT, AND INTERSTATE FUND 

Balance Sheet 

LIABILITIES 
Agents' Deposits . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . £3,100 0 0 
Amounts Received from Agents on Account of 1940 

Season . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 678 9 8 
Accumulated Funds Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,047 7 10 

£4,825 17 1 

ASSETS 
Commercial Banking Company of Sydney 

Limited-
Fixed Deposits . . . . . . . . . . 3,250 0 0 
Current Account .. . . . . . . . . .. . . 395 17, 1 

Commonwealth Savings Bank-
Current Account . . . . .. . . .. .. .. 

£2,627 19 8 

7,718 18 6, 

256 13 7' 
2 15 o, 

£10,606 6 9' 

7,456 13 5C 

5,744 9 6 
67 8 2,· 

16,865 9 10 

£30,134 0, 11 

£4,156 17 8 

3,645 17 1 

1,180 o a

£4,825 17 1 
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THE EXPORT CONTROL~ BOARD 
SIXTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

Record Pack Successfully Marketed 

DANGERS OF INCREASED PLANTINGS 

The Sixteenth Annual Report of this very important Board contains inuch 
'lhet is of vital interest to growers. Again, great stress is placed on the state
ment regarding the real danger of any further plantings of vines for dried fruits 
production, and it is pointing out that, with the advent of huge drainage 
schemes in the several main centres of production, considerable areas of low 

:yeilcling land will come into full bearing. This is already being felt and, in the 
aggregate will, it is est:mated, make probable a Commonwealth yield of 
I 00,000 tons in the near future. A note for serious concern in this regard is 
made in the report to the effect that, but for the special circumstances that have 
arisen under war conditions, the industry would have had great difficulty in 
disposing of the surplus and would have had to face a large carry over to the 
I 94 I season. 

DEATH OF MR. A. F. BELL, C.M.G. 
The report opens with an expression of sin

, cere regret at th~ death of its Deputy Chair
:·man (Mr. Bell) who, in the sixteen years t~at 
he was associated with the Board, rendered m
valuable .assistance to the industry. It is stated 
that, undoubtedly, the assistance he gave very 
materially helped_ to place -the industry in the 

_fortunate position it is in today. 
PRODUCTION 

The production of currants, sultanas and 
lexias during the 1940 season is a record one. 
It is estimated that it will reach 95,000 tons. 
Prior to this season, the largest pack was in 
1938, when 91,687 tons were produced. 

Throughout the fruit-growing areas in Vic
·toria, South Australia, New South Wales, and 
·Western Australia, the exceptionally favor
able climatic conditions experienced during 
the cultural, harvesting and processing periods 
-have contributed in no small measure to the 
beavy production this year. 

The quality of the fruit processed during 
the 1940 season has been exceptionally high 
'and in respect to sultanas has probably never 
heen surpassed. 

It should be recalled that the Board in its 
14th annual report, dated September 30, 1938, 
-remarked as follows: Assuming that the suc
cess attaching this year to the draining of 

large and well established areas is supported 
:by_ the e::werience of succeeding years, it iSI 
-well that. it should be realised that on existing 
areas under vines Australia. may produce 
10!t;'Ooo tons of dried fruits per annum in the 
~ourse of a few years. 

The production mentioned by the 
:Board in its report referred to above has 
practically been reached during the 1940 
~eason. But for the special circumstances 
.of the war, _ the difficulty of disposing of 
this season's exportable surplus would 
. have been exceedingly great and without 
,doubt there would have been a large 
carry-over to the 1941 season. 
In the summary to Bulletin No. 13 3, is

-sued recently by the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research entitled uA Soil Survey 
.of the 11ildura Irrigation Settlement, Vic
toria," it is stated that, itl{ the_ set dement, sul
tana vines are the dominant planting arid «it 
is likely that the excellent facilitieo; for drain
age now available will lead during the next 
few years to appreciable increase in produc
tion." 

The position is emphasised as a_ warning 
against any increased planting of vines. 

The production figures are set out for the 
past 16 years. These range from 37,217 tons 
in 1925, to an estimated yield of 95,000 tons 
-for 1940, and. total 1,022,398 to.O.s since the 
Board has been operating, giving an average 
_annual production of 63,773 tons. The first 

three years average was 42,483 tons, and that 
for the past three crops of 8 6, 53 8 tons. 

EXPORTS 
A-- full statement on the totals exported over 

the same period is given, and shows that from 
the amount of 24,528 tons in 1925, with 
23,125 tons the fOllowing year, our exports 
have grown to the extent that for the 1940 
season they will total some. 77,000 tons. Of 
this total 75,033 tons had been shipped, to 
September 26 of this year, to the following 
destinations: Tons 

Great Britain 49,215 
Canada 19,83 5 
New Zealand 5,129 
Other 854 

SALES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 
1939 Crop 

On the outbreak of war the British Gov
ernment requisitioned .as from midnight on 
September 7, 1939, all dried fruits in public 
warehouses in the United Kingdom and also 
all subsequent importations of Empire and 
foreign dried fruits on the basis of the market 
valuations existing on September i;, 1939. The 
fruit requisitioned was disposed of by the 
Ministry of Food through the ordinary trade 
channels in the United Kingdom. 41 

Prior to September 7, 1939, the quantity 
of Australian dried fruits of the 1939 season 
sold in the United Kingdom was-

Sultanas 
Currants 
Lexias 

Tons 
9,564 

11,796 
1,322 

Total 22,682 
The quantity of Australian fruit of the 

1939 crop requisitioned by the British Gov
ernment was 7,695 tons o£ sultana_s, 5431 tons 
of currants and 445 tons of lexias, or 13,571 

' tons in all . 
The average prices realised in Great Britain 

during the past 15 years are set out here
under:-

s-ultanas 
Season 

Tofl:S Average Price Tons 
£ B. d. 

1925 12,980 68 0 0 6,280 
1926 11,442 64 11 9 8,097 
1927 ·28,150 53 14 7 4,756 
1928 11,100 ~5 3 10 586 
1929 34,798 38 14 6 12,439 

"1930 30,612 41 16 5 13,600 
1931 11,680 57 10 5 10,472 
1932 14,303 47 15 3 9,423 
1933 39,763 33 16 6 10,870 
1934 22,069 36 13 9 10,184 
1935 16,824 39 10 0 13,179 
1936 19,200 42 17 8 4,375 
1937 19,775 44 5 8 10,175 
1938 40,558 39 7 4 13,955 
1939 17,259 37 11 8 17,227 

1940 CROP 
With regard to the 1940- crop, negotiations 

were carried on between the Australian and. 
British Governments for the purchase of the 
balan-ce of the surplus .available for the United 
Kingdom. During these negotiations the 
Australian- Government acted in consultation 
with ,the Board. 

In March, 1940, an agreement was reached 
for the purchase by the British Ministry of 
Food of 26,000 tons of dried fruit com
prising: 16,500 tons sultanas, 8000 ton-s cur
rants, 1500 tons lexias. 

In July, 1940, negotiations were concluded 
for the sale to the United Kingdom Govern
ment of the balance of the surplus available., 
which comprised approximately 15,000 tons 
of sultanas and 8500 tons of currants and 200 
tons of lexias. 

The prices per ton in sterling secured for 
the fruit delivered into warehouse, United 
Kingdom, are-

Currants (16,500 tons)- ¢ 

4-crown ....... . 
3-crown ....... . 
2-crown 
1-crown -. . .. . 
M.F. .. .. .. 

Sultanas (16,500 tons in the first 
contract)-

5-crown .......... . 
4-crown . . . . . . . . 
3-crown . . . . . . . . . . 
2-crown ............. ,, 
1-cr-own . . . . .'. . . . . . . 

Sultanas (15,000 tons in the second 
contract)-

At a flat rate of . . . . . . . . . 
Lexias (700 tons)-

5-crown 
4-crown ............... . 

Per ton 
£ s. -d. 
35 0 0 
31 0 0 
28 0 0 
26 0 0 
25 0 0 

45 0 0 
42 0 0 
39 0 0 
35 0 0 
31 0 0 

30 0 0 

45 0 0 
38 o ·o 

Per 
dozen 

Seeded lexias in cartons (1,000 tons)- s. d. 
lib. cartons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 0 
12-oz. cartons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 9 

The total quantity of 1940 season's Aus
tralian dried vine fruits purchased by the 
Government of the United Kingdom was 
49,700 tons, or about 52 per cent. of th~ total 
production. In addition io purch~sing this 
large qua,ntity of dried fruit, the British Gov
ernment made available the necessary shipping 
space for its transport to various ports in the 
United Kingdom. 

The ·Board desires to record its thanks for 
the action taken by the Minister 'and Assistant 
Minister of Commerce and the officers of the 
Department of Commerce in connexion with 
the disposal .and shipment to the United King
dom Government of the whole of the avail
able surplus of the 1940 pack of currants, 
sui tanas and lexias. 

During the negot1at10ns with the 
United Kingdom Government for the sale 
of this fruit, valuable assistance was ren
dered by the High Commissioner in Great 
Britain (the Right Honorable S. M . 
Bruce) and Mr. F. L. McDougall, C.M.G .. 
The thanks of the Board. are .also due to the 

shipping authorities and interests for their 
courtesy and co-operation in the shipment of 

Currants Lexias 

Average Price Tons Average Price 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 
35 15 0 3,210 31 16 8 
37 16 5 645 38 15 3 
42 11 0 2,046 43 10 3 
55 12 6 2,202 33 4 10 
42 11 6 2,918 28 1 6 
35 0 9 2,601 26 0 0 
41 10 6 3,328 35 1 8 
40 1 2 730 30 18 8 
34 0 0 4;509 38 6 3 
36 1 0 2,596 33 4 8 
30 3 6 .336 38 15 5 
30 5 3 2,309 40 8 10 
29 15 9 1,524 45 18 0 
27 3 4 2,576 45 16 4 
30 11 8 1,767 45 5 0 
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dried fruits to the United Kingdom this year 
under very difficult conditions. 

EXPORTS TO CANADA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

The under-mentioned tables, Which are 
based on the long ton of 2240 lbs., 1re set out 
in detail a.nd will enable growers to get a 
ready appreciation of the development of these 
mar~ets. A, great deal of this development is, 
of course, due to the vital preferences af
forded us, but a considerable amount of good
will that has been developed ·via the policy of 
the Board, has much to do with the excellent 
position obtaining today. 

)be tables are as follow:
CANADA 

Season 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 . 
1937 . 
1938 • 
1939 ... 
1940 to Sept. 
26, 1940 .• 

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 to Sept. 

Sultanas Currants 
261 406 
879 1,862 
708 2,199 

2,525 1,537 
5,529 1,560 
6,192 2,155 

11,680 2,216 
6,268 1,468 

11,406 2,226 
11,846 2,186 
13,329 2,107 
13,631 2,234 
10,297 2,094. 
11,224 2,198 

16,242 2,385 

NEW ZEALAND 
Tons 
1,113 
1,427 
1,764 
1,185 
1,495 
1,672 
1,635 
2,698 
1,245 
2,271 
2,705 
2,887 
3,495 
2,889 
3,328 

Tons 
351 
310 
483 
465 
522 
447 
657 
597 
461 
693 
561 
621 
525 
359 
455 

Lexias Total 
109 
657 
149 
598 
346 
602 
687 
343 
688 
688 
694 

1,268 
1,061 

987 

1,208 

Tons 
23 
11 
10 

4 
10 
45 
51 
48 
36 

403 
524 
486 
513 
565 
610 

776 
3,398 
3,056 
4,660 
7,435 
8,949 

14,583 
8,079 

14,528 
14,720 
16,130 
17,133 
13,552 
14,409 

19,835 

Ton'S 
1,487 
1,748 
2,257 
1,654 
2,027 
2,164 
2,343 
3,343 
1,742 
3,367 
3,790 
3,994 
4,533 
3,813 
4,393 

26, 1940 . 3,758 592 779 5,129 

IMPORTANCE OF THE CANADIAN AND 
NEW ZEALAND MARKETS 

The importance· to the Australian dried 
fruit industry of the Canadian and New Zea
land markets is demonstrated this year when 
production has exceeded that of any previous 
year. 

It will be. noticed that shipments to the two 
Dominions largely exceeded those of any pre
vious season. 

The financing of the pack of 95,000 tons 
was greatly assisted by :this year's record sales 
to Canada and New Zealand. From March 1 
to June 30, 1940, shipments to the two Domi
nions were as follow:-

Canada
Sultanas 
Currants 
Lexias 

Total 
New Zealand

Sultanas 
Currants 
Lexias 

:Total 

Tuns 
15,245 

2,200 
643 

18,088 

2,470 
408 
408 

3,286 

It is pointed out that, in accordance 
with the conditions under which dried 
vine fruits are sold to Canada-· and New 
Zealand, finance is immediately available 
when the fruit is exported from Aus
tralia. 
Th~ gieat benefit in this connexion will 

be realised, therefore, from the fact that 
21,374 tons of dried fruits had been 
shipped to the two Dominions by June .... 
30, 1940, four months from the com
mencement of the season. 
During the year Messrs. Hj. D. Howie and 

P. Malloch visited New Zealand and Canada, 
respectively, on behalf of the Board, an<l con
ferred with importers and distributors of Aus
tralian dried fruits in those two Dominions. 

• 
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These visits have resulted in the establish
ment of closer co-operation between the trad
ers in the Dominions mentioned and the ex
porters of AustLalian dried fruits. 

IMPERIAL PREFERENCE 
The preferential tariffs granted to Austra::

lian dried f111its in the United Kingdom, 
Canada, and New Zealand have enabled mar
kets to be found in these countries for the 
whole of the export surplus with the excep
tion pf a small quantity to the East, South 
Africa and the West Indies. 

In its 14th .annual report, dated September 
30, 1938, the Board made it clear that anv 
reduction in these tariff preferences would 
have a drastic effect on the values of Austra
lian dried fruits exported from the Common
wealth. The matte.r is again bfought to .no
tice in order that it may be realised that the 
existence of the industry depends upon the 
contiriuance of the admission of Australian 
dried fruits into the United Kingdom, Canada 
and New Zealand under the present prefer
ential tariff conditions operating in these Em
pire countries. 

PUBLICITY 
Trade publicity on . behalf of Australian 

dried fruits has been actively carried ~on in 
Canada during the year through the medium 
of .advertising in trade papers and other pub
lica#ons, displays in exhibitions and cooking 
schools. 

In New Zealand also a scheme of trade ad
vertising has been in existence. In both ~these 
Dominions the advertising which was under 
the control of the Australian Trade Commis
sioners has materially assisted in the disposal 
of substantial quantities of currants, sultanas 
and lexias. 

During the financial year ended· JUD.e 30, 
1940, the Board contribute<! £3000 to the 
Australian Joint Trade Publicity Scheme in 
Great Britain to meet expenditure which had 
been incurred prior to the end of August, 
1939. On the commencement of the war, 
the Publicity Scheme was temporarily sus
pended, hut the Board has earmarked portion 
of its revenue in order that funds may be 
available for advertising purposes when the 
war terminates. 

- This Joint Trade Publicity Scheme has been 
conducted with marked success in the United 
Kingdom, since early in 1926, by Mr. A. E. 
Hyland. 

RESEARCH 
The Boa·rd, during the year, C'ontinued. its 

contribution to the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research in order to enable the ex
perts of the Council to pursue their investi
gations into the. many problems which affect 
the industry. 

Appreciation is expressed ...... of the efforts of 

the officers of the Council, and of the co
operation with these offi-cers on the part of 
growers gene.rally. 

FINANCE 
The following rates of levy for the season 

1939, which were a reduction on the 1938: 
rates, were prescribed by regulations made: 
unde.r the Dried Fruits Export Charges 1\tt 
1924-1929 on the recommendation of the: 
Board:-
On Sultanas 6d per cwt. = .. 0536d per lb. 
On Currants 4§:d per cwt. = .0402d per lb .. 
On Lexias . 6d per cwt. = .0536d per lb .. 

For the season 1940, the Board recommend
ed to the Government that the rates of levy 
be further reduced .and the reduced rates thus 
recommended were subsequently prescribed by 
Statutory Rules 1940 No. 41 as follows:
On Sultanas . . 4~d per cwt. = .0402d per lb. 
On Currants . . 3d per cwt. = .0268d per lb. 
On Lexia.s . . . 4!d per cwt. = .0402d per lb. 

During the year ended June 30, 1940, in
come was collected amounting to £21,043/6/3. 
Expenditure for the year was £19,299/0/5, 
and the excess of income over expenditure was 
£1744/5/10. 

The principal items of expenditure were as 
follow:-

£ s. d. 
Administrative expenses in Au-st. 4033 17 4 
Administrative expenses in Great 

Britain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6418 9 7 
Contributions to C'wealth Govt. in 

respect to operations Of Aust. 
Trade- Commissdoner in Canada 
imd moneys expended in devel
opment of Canadian and New 
Zealand markets . . . . . . . . . 3087 16 0 

Investigations in Australia under
taken on behalf of Board by 
Council for Scientific and In-
dul3trial Research . . . . . . . . . 1500 0 ()-

Contributions towards Australian 
Joint Trade Publicity Scheme 
In U.K, to Sept. 30, 1940 .. .. 3000 0 & 

The expenditure of the Board is defrayed 
from the levies imposed on fruit exported from 
the Commonwealth and does not represent 
any charge on the consolidated revenue of the 
CommonWealth. 

APPRECIATION 

The Board in this report desires especially to 
express jts appreciation of the co-operation 
afforded by the various packing and export
ing organisations in the shipment by the end 
of September, 1940, to oversea markets of 
practically the wholo of tJ, record surplus 
ayailable for export. 

The Board further records its appreciatioll 
of the .assistance rendered by the officers of 
the Departments of Comme.rce and Customs 
and by the Trade ·Commissioners for A.ustralia 
in the various oversea countries. 

For and on behalf of the Board, 
W. C. F. THOMAS, Chairman. 

WHEN YOU BUY 

CANADIAN PRODUCTS 

IN buying Canadian products you contribute to the 
mutual prosperity of both Australia and Canada by 

encouraging trade between the two countries_. Canadd 
buys Australian dried lruits and other primary products 
and Australia in tum buys Canada's capital goods such 
as aluminium, asbestos, softwood timber, newsprint. 
novelty textiles, tools of trade, etc. For information about 

imports from Canada consult the Canadian Government Trade Commis~ 
sioners' offices at Sydney (L. Moore Cosgrave} and ·Melbourne 
(frederick Palmer}. 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT Iii mADE COMMISSIONER 

Box 3952 V, G.P.O., Sydney • , • 83 William St., Melbourne 
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The Export Control Board 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 30th JUNE, 
1940 

£ s. d. £ s. <1.. 
T.o Board Members-
Australia-Fees 498 15 0 
Travelling Expenses 991 6 8 

1,490 1 8 
Lo1;1don-Fees . 710 0 0 

Staff Salaries & 
Allowances-
Australia . 1,907 7 3 
London 4,299 1 0 

6,206 8 3 
:Rent-

Australia 161 15 0 
London . 890 0 0 

1,051 15 0 
,Cablegrams, Telegrams 
and Postage--
Australia 233 0 . 6 
London . 146 1 3 

379 1 9 
Exchange on London 

Remittances . . . 1,243 7 6 
General Expenses, 
including Printing 
Stationery, Office 
Requi-sites, Tele-
phones, Lighting & 
Heating, Travelling 
Expenses and Sun
,dries-

Australia 241 12 11 
London . . . . 373 7 4 

-Depreciation, Office 
Furniture

Australia 
London . 

,,Contributions-
Joint Publicity 

Scheme in Great 
Britain . . . . . 

Dev·elopments of 
Canadian, New 
'Zealand and other 
Markets ..... 

:Dried Fruit Investi
tions in Australia 

-Balance . 

6 0 0 
9 10 0 

615 0 3 

15 10 0 

3,000 0 0 

3,087 16 0 

1,500 0 0 
1,744 5 10 

21,043 6 3 

£ s. d .. £ B. d. 
By Export Levies 19,352 3 5 

Interest - Australia 600 8 3 
London . 6 3 2 

606 11 5 
Sundry pollections-

London 1,084 11 5 

21,Q43 6 3 

BALANCE SHEET AT 30th JUNE, 1940 

LIABILITIES 

_Accumulated Funds . . . . . . 
£ s. d. 

34,69~ 5 l 

34,698 5 1 

ASSETS 

Cash at Bank
Melbourne 
London 

Cash on Hand
Melbourne 
London .... 

Fixed Deposits
Commonwealth 

£ s. d. 

6,193 11 8 
4,521 6 2 

2 0 0 
13 11 5 

Bank Melb. . 20,000 0 0 
Interest Ac-
cured . . . . 140 19 0 

Deposits-London 
(Telephones) -

Sundry Debtors-
Melbourne . 3,430 2 10 
London . . . . 233 12 9 

_Postage Stamps 
on Hand-Melb. 

Office Furniture & 
Equipment

London (less de- . 
predation) 85 0 0 
Australia (less 
depreciation) 70 0 0 

£ s. d. 

10,714 17 10 

15 11 5 

20;140 19 0 

2 0 0 

3,663 15 7 

6 1 3 

155 0 0 

34,698 5 1 

(Note.·-London items are shown in sterling.) 

Examined and found to be in accordance with 
the books and documents produced. 

R. ABERCROMBIE, 
Auditor-General for the Commonwealth. 

l7th September, 1940, 

W. C. F. THOMAS, Chairman. 
R. A. MARX, Secretary. 

REPRESENTAITIVE GATHERING 
HONORS MR. PARKER MOLONEY 

19 

Mi. Parker J. Moloney, who has been re
appointed as Chaii:man of the Vict~rian Dried 
Fruits Board-a po-sition from_ wh1ch he re
signed to contest the recent Senate election
was entertained at a luncheon at the Com
mercial Travellers' Club, Melbourne, on Mon
day, November 4, by representatives of the 
dried fruits industry in Victoria and the ad-
joining States. "" 

The function was arranged as a gesture of 
goodwill towards Mr. Moloney on his re
appointment to the Victorian Board, and as a 
mark of appreciation of his contin:u.ed associ
ation with, and past - services to, the dried 
fruits industry. 

Mr. Pope (Chairman South Australian Dried 
Fruits Board) occupied the chair, and in pro
posing the toas.t "our guest" stated that the 
function would not have been held if it were 
not for· the fact that the industry was anxioUs 
to welcome Mr. Moloney back into its ranks. 
The Senate'~~ loss had proved the industry's 
gain·. He -described 1Mr. Moloney as an ad
ministrator in the industry who had been 
well-dried, had passed through the riddle, and 
had come out six-crown. 

Mr. Evatt (Chairman N.S.W. Dried Fruits 
Board) referred to Mr. Moloney's office as 
Minister for Markets (now known as Minister 
for Commerce) in the Comn:wnwealth Gov
ernment, and stated that nO orie could be 
more welcome in the dried fruits industry or 
more competent to hold office therein. Dur
ing the period of his offce as Minister for 
Markets h~ had rendered most valuable and 
important service to the industry. One of his 
prominent achievements was at the first 
Ottawa con.ference, where he secured sub
stantial pre.f.erences for Aus~ralian dried fruits; 
in fact, the preferences obtained were in .ad
vance of those actually sought by the in
dustry. Mr. Evatt welcomed Mr. 1Moloney 
back as one who had strayed. He referred to 
him as an ideal chairman, a man of highest 
character and integrity .arid an· able adminis
trator. Now he had returned home Mr. Evatt 
hoped that he would stay in the industry for 
good. 

Messrs. E. J. Mulvany (Exp<>rt Board), W. 
N. Sumner (A.D.F.A.), H. R. Jones 
(C.D.F .. S.), together with other speakers, all 
referred to the excellent work that Mr. Molo
ney was doing for the industry. 

Mr. Moloney, in reply to ·the spontane.ous 
gesture of appreciation, said that perhaps the 
happiest days of his life had been during his 
works as Chairman of the Board. During his 
term as :Minister of 'Markets he had been able 
to assist the industry, and he would be happy 
to contiiiue to serve it to the very best of his 
ability. 

The toast was enthusiastically honored. 
A further toast was submittOO by Mr. 

Sumner, that of Lieut.-Col. Cremer, secretary 
of the Victorian Board, who is now on active 
service. Mr. Moloney, in referring to the· 
great help he had had from Lieut.-Col. 
Cre.mor said that he would be happy to convey 
to him the good wishes of the representatives 
of the dried fruits industry. 

Discovery of aluminium alloy h11rd enough 
to be worked into sword blades is claimed by a 
Japanese patent. 

"WATER INTO GOLD" 
By Ernestine Hill 

Author of "The Great Australian 
Loneliness" 

REVISED CHFJAPER EDITION 
ON SA:LE AT 6/-

ROBERTSON & MULLENS, 
MELBOURNE 

Enquire at your nearest Bookseller. 



20 THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, DECEMBER 14, 1940. 

The Sulphuring of Apricots 
NEED FOR CARE IN TREATMENT 

From time to time instances of over
sulphuring come to the notice of the Associa
tion, and whilst' rare, they can have a serious 
effect on the marketing of the fruits if care is 
not taken to pFevent the danger. A con
siderable amount of research has been made 
into the prac-tice, and it is opportune to again 
publish the following pamphlet prepared by 
the New South Wales Department of Agri
culture: 

The object of sulphuring apricots is to en
sure that the fruit shall dry a bright and at
tractive colour. The process consists in ex
posing the pitted fruit to burning sulphur 
fumes, and it is one which calls for some ex
perience and ~kill. When the only considera
tion was the production of the colour requir
ed by the trade, the prescribing -of ·a satisfac
tory method (even under the varying cOndi
tions obtaining) was not difficuf£. The in
troduction a few· years ago of regulations 
limiting the amount of sulphur allowable in 
the fruit, however, has made the task less 
simple. On the one hand the exposure must 
be sufficient -to produce the desired colour, and 
on the other hand it must not be such as to 
leave the fruit with a greater sulphur dioxide 
content than 14. grains per pound. The fol
lowing recommendations, based on a recog
nition of these margins and upon the results 
of trials carried out by the Victorian, South 
Australian and New South Wales Departments 
of Agriculture and the Commonwealth 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, 
were made by a committee, representative Of 
t}lese bodies, convened by the Council in 
!929:-

(a) Maturity.-lt is essential that all fruit 
be picked "eating ripe," and that, when cut
ting, all firm or overripe fruit should be put 
to one side and either discarded or sulphured 
separately, so that all the fruit in one cham
ber may be of uniform maturity, and, there
fore, yield_ a uniformly sulphured product. 
It is recognized that firm fruit absorbs sul
phur less readily than ripe. 

(b) Type of Chamber.- It is recomme;,d. 
e.d that an air-tight chamber be used, the 
covering of which should be of some light 
material, e.g., ~·malthoid." In the case of 
movable hoods, every precaution should be 
taken to prevent ingress of air at the base of 
the hood, as, for example, by U$ing compacted 
moist earth around the bottom. 

A number of small air-tight chambers are 
recommended in· preference to one large one, 
so that fruit shall not be held for any length 
of time after cutting and before sulphuring. 
For example, when using 6 feet· x 3 feet trays 
the size of the chamber should be sufficient 
to accommodate a stack of about .fifteen trays, 
with a clearance of about 6 inches between 
the trays and the sides and top of the cham-

ber. Trays should be staggered 6 inches 
when stacking. 

A vent hole, 1 inch diameter, should be pro
vided in the roof of the chamber dose to the 
wall farthest from the sulphur fire when one 
fire is used, or in t}.te centre of the roof where 
a fire is used at each end of the chamber. 

A movable slide, preferably of glass, is a 
desirable adjunct in order to view the condi
tions insid~ the chamber and to test the con
dition of samples of the fruit. 

(c) Qz®nt#y of Sulph;<r.-Seven to cight 
pounds of sulphur per ton of fresh cut fruit 
should prove ample, and it is essential that the 
sulphur be dry in order to burn readily. The 
sulphur pit should preferably be located just 
outside at one, or both_; ends of the chamber, 
with a free entrance into the chamber and a 
small inlet vent to the sulphur pit. 

The sulphur should burn stoadily durin·g 
the time the fruit is in the chamber and 
slight fumes should be apparent issuing from 
the vent hole. Should these fumes cease, in
spect the sulphUr pan and either relight un
burnt sulphur or add more sulphur if it is all 
burnt. If the sulphur is all burnt before the 
expiration of ·the sulphuring period it is an 
indication of excessive draught through the 
hood. In subsequent sulphurings reduce the 
draught by r~ducing the size of the inlet and 
exit vents and examine the hood for general 
leakage. 

The weight of fruit in a charge should be 
ascertained by weighing the quantity of pit
te.d fruit on two or three trays, and obtaining 
the average weight per tray; which should be 
multiplied by the number of ttays in the 
charge. Calculate the amount of sulphur 
necessary, weigh this, and measure the volume 
in a container. Thereafter it would be suffi
ciently accurate to measure the same volume 
of sulphur each time a similar number of 
trays are ~ulphured. 

(d) Sta1te of FruiA-It is desirable, to sul
phur as quickly as possible after cutting, pre
ferably within two hours. (Hence the desir
ability, under (b), of a number of small 
chambers). 

:Fruit should be stacked from the bottom 
upwards in the order in which it is cut. 
Freshly-cut fruit absorbs sulphur dioxide more 
readilv than. that cut some time prior to sul
phuring. and this arrangement of stacking 
allows the driest fruit to be in contact w~th 
the maximum density o£ warm sulph~r fumes, 
thus tending to uniform sulphuring results. 

(e) Period of Exposure. - Under average 
summer day temperatures four to eight hours 
expoSure to the sulphur fumes is considered 
sufficient to preserve the color without over
sulphuring; on very hot days (when the tem
perature -is over 100 deg. F.) four hours 
should be suffici~nt. 

Dried apricots intended for. "the moi~t pack 
require a relatively higher sulphur dioxide 
content, ·or 'the fruit will turn a dark color;. 
moreover, the loss of sulphur diOxide is more: 
rapid from dried apricots that have been sub

, jected to the moist pack treatment. Hence,. 
if it is definitely known that the fruit is ta< 
be .. moist-packed", the peroid of exposure can 
be increased to between six to eight hours, ac
cording to the shade temperature at time of 
packing. · 

The practice of leaving the fruit in. the 
sulphur diamber ovl)rnight is not advocated, 
as it frequently results in over-sulphuring. 

Mr. W. McCutcheon, fruit instructor sta
tioned at Curlwaa, gives the following table 
as a guide to sulphuring apricots for dryi.q.g 
when it is not known whether the product. is 
to be dry or moist-packed:-

\o/1hilst the maturity of the fruit and other 
factors enter into the question, the tempera
ture of the day is the main factor in deter
mining the rate at which the fruit will absorb 
sulphur, and presuming that the fruit and 
other factors are reasonably near normal the 
following table of exposures should be satis
factory:'-
Shade T em per~ture Period of Exposure 

Over I 0 0 degrees 3 f to 4 hours 
90-99 degrees 4 to 5 hours 

. 80-'89 degrees ...... 5 to 6 hours 
70-79 degrees ..... 6 to 8 hours 
Undor 70 degrees .................. 8 hours 
To be effective the sulphur should actually 
burn during the whole period. 

(f) Characteristics of Sulphured Fruit. -
The filling of the cups with juice is not nec
essarily a reliable indication of satisfactory 
sulphuring, as fruit in this condition may 
frequently be over-sulphured. 

Correctly sulphured fruit is usually char
acterised by an easily detachable skin, with 
distinct exudation of juice into the cup, and 
a general evenness of color of the cut surface .. 

(g) Drying.-The sulphur dioxide content 
may be reduced by allowing trays to staD.d in 
the shade for one or two days after sulphur
ing before exposure to the sun, and this pro
cedure is recommended in all cases where there. 
is any suspicion of over-sulphuring. 

MR. L. B. O'DONNELL APPOINTED 
CHAIRMAN OF !FEDERAL COUNCIL 
Mr. L. B. O'Donnell, who is a member of 

the New South Wales Dried Fruits Board~ was 
again elected Chairman of the Federal Council 
recently held at lvfildura. In his remarks Mr. 
O'Donnell said that, like· all delegates, he was. 
sorry that the occasion arose that made it 
necessary for him to occupy the chair, as aU 
feJt the loss of the late chairman (Mr. A. L. 
Johnstone) very keenly. Another point that 
did not m_?-ke the position any more agree-able 
was the Shadow of war that was over the 
council's deliberations. His sincere hop~ was 
that when it came to electing a new chair
man the war would have been successfully 
concluded with victory for the Empire. 

AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. lTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple, Merbein. an.d Red Cliffs 
HEAD OFFICE: IRYMPLE. 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society 

\ 

Union Assur-ance Society Ltd. 

Cresco Manures 

Tiny Tim Power Washer 

London &. Lancashire Insurance co. Ltd. 

Sentinel Power- Duster-

We Supply All Growers' Requisites. "Aurora For Service" 
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