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The Commonwealth Trade~ Dried Fruits News~ 
Housing Accommodation for· Harvest Hands • 

The Referendum, Marketing 
Oc 

Any meeting of the Board of Management of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association is essentially of interest to growers. As the executive of this 
growers' organisation it, of necessity, has many problems to deal with that are 
Federal wide in their effect, and often involve overseas considerations; a 
proper collaboration with the Export Control Board being maintained at all 
times. 

At its pre-Federal Council meeting the Board dealt with a number of mat
ters of immediate interest to growers; a general summary of which is here set 
out. 

CONSTITUTION REFERENDUM 

Probably one ·Of the most important matters 
dealt with wa,s that relating to the coming 
Referendum, the result of which can have far~ 
reaching effects on this industry, involved as 
it is in the wide question of stabilised market
ing. The Dried Fruits Industry is so vulnerable 
to any disintegration of its present marketing 
system, that it must be intimately concerned 
:with any proposal in regard to the marketing 
-of primary products under the .suggested alter
ation Q{ the Commonwealth ·Constitution. 

At this early .stage the Board of Manage
ment has been asked, amongst other ·organis
ations, to €xpr-ess its views on the pro-forma 
of the Bill, prepared and submitted by Dr-. 
Evatt~a matter that will be the purpose of 
a Constitution Convention shortly to be held. 

It is of iriterest to note that, in a recent 
broadcast, Dr. Evatt stated that, under· the 
proposed Constitution provision would be made 
for the pooling system to be applied to- prim
ary industries-it might be anticipated that 
this will be on a similar basis. to the system 
()per.ating within the A.D.J!'.A., .where every 
grower takes his proper share of all markets. 
At this stage comment might be considered 
to be sub-judice. 

However, the industry has always been 
concerned at the multiplicity of administration 
within its organisation, and the attitude of 
the. Board of Management iS that, having re
gard to the ~eventual re-habilitation of this coun· 
try, particularly when having cognizance to 
the Atlantic Charter, and the need for a Com
monwealth control of our problems~involved 
as they must be in world considerations-the 
industry would be on a sounder basis were 
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dt controlled both internally and externally on 
-a- ·Commonwealth basis. 

Arrangements have neen made to place the 
views of the industry before the proper auth
.orities, with a view to having both the pres
ent growers, and their serving sons, protect
ed in the aftermath of the war, when the con
ceptions of the New Order can so vitally con
cern this Industry. 

(This paragraph was written in late Novem
ber and is included for r.ecord purposes. Ed. 
D.F. News.) 

THE COMMONWEALTH TRADE 
A good deal of comment has been made 

regarding the apparent shortage of supplies of 
dried fruits in the Commonwealth. The matter 
is one that' has exercised the consideration of 
th·e Consultative Committee of the several 
State Boards. From the Assoc1<ition aspect, 
and having regard to the best returns of grow
ers, the Australia market is the best market. 

However, there are other considerations, and 
these, the A.D.F.A. is aware of~and in thiS· 
regard, it maintains a close contact with the 
Export Control Board, for the export sid.e, 
and with the State Boards for the home con
.sumption aspect .... our best market. 

Contracts, arranged on the advice of the 
~control Board, with the overseas buyers have 
to be made at a very early stage in the sea
,son-each market'·s requirements. have to be 
estimated and some degree of finality reached 
on the basis of-what is available after Aus
tralian requireme:Dts have been anticipated. To 
anticipate _Australian requirements to-day, with 
the ever-growing demand from both the civilian 
and service destinations is a probl,em in 
Euclid-with a minus quantity, for the ser
vices h~ve recently released some 1000 tons 
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that they over-requisitioned. J!'ortunately' this 
w'ill help our local trade to overcome a short
age. 

In the Board discus.s,ions it was reported that 
some limited amount of Prunes were to be re
leas.ed for the use of children and invalids. 

"'DR~ED FRUITS NEWS" 
This matter was originally Usted for discus

sionsion at the Federal Council and there have 
been s·ome queries as to what has developed 
;s,ince _the item was removed from that agenda. 

As stated in earlier minutes. of the BOard 
of Management,- the editor, .M,r. Gordon, had 
intimated that he felt that he might be reliev
,ed from the responsibility or the production of 
the "New's," and it was decided to investigate 
other avenues where·by the "News" could be 
continued. As satisfactory arrangements were 
made in the interim between the time of this 
early notice on the :F'ederal council agenda 
and the actual Council meeting, the item was 
wJthdrawn. 

The arrangements now in fOrce are that 
Sunraysia Daily, Mildura, is to collate all gen
eral matters and be responsible for the editing 
of the journal, and that Mr. Go·rdon, as .a mem
ber of the Board of Management will arrange 
for items emanating from the Board meetings 
and any ·other matters concerning Association 
policy. MeSsrs. Wlnterbottom and Malloch, 
members ·of the Board to co-operate in regard 
to policy. 

·Due to the recent ruling in regard to the 
us.e of newsprint it is necessary to curtail the 
"News" to four issues per year. 'l'hese will be: 

November, dealing principally with Federal 
Council matters. 

February, pre-harvestirig and pre-marketing 
reports, as main features. 

May, after-harvesting and marketing pros
pects, as main features. 

AuguS-~, progres·sive marketing reports and 
seasonal operations. 

Each issue' will cover reports of Statutary 
Boards, C.S.I.R. reports, Research, meetings of. 
hranches, packing organisations, and other 
ruatters relevant to growers' interests. 

HOUSING ACCOMMODATION FOR 
HARVEST HANDS 

The question of suitable accommodation on 
.the blocks together with central living quar
ters in the main centres of production, is a live 
one and much will have to be done if the 
industry is to obtain the type of -labor now 
to be depended upon. 

The authorities on whom we depend for a 
good deal of help are insi,sting on proper ac
commodation as a condition to theJ.r helping to 
find workers .. 

The Board of Management has gone into 
the matter with the.Commonwealth War Work-
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ers Housing Trust with a view to- haVing' hos-· 
tels established where best suited. The type 
Qf hut for use on the blocks ·should have one 
essential-it should be fly and mosquito proof. 
In regard to the supply ·Of fly wire, ,it will prob
ably be necessary to approach the Department 
of Materials Supply ·to have some of this re
leased. This is one of the re-sponsibilities· that 
will be undertaken by the Hegional Commit
tees appointed by the Council of Agriculture. 
Growers W,ill be advised as to the necessary 
.action as early as possible. 

Several types of· huts have been proposed. In 
the Mildura District a local firm is putting out 
a c·omplete job to accommodate thr.ee beds for 
approximately £23, and at woorinen the local 
committee is working on plans for larger huts 
with cooking and dining facllities included. 

.An interesting development is. that of a fibro 
cement (corrugated) hut :on the lines of the 
Nisson huts welJ! known to returned men. This 
'structure is made up ready for erection and 
is put out by Jas. Hardie and co. 

Some indication of the development of ac· 
commodation for harvest worKers is to be seen 
in the Goulburn Valley, V'ic., whence the grow~ 
ers have spent some £3,000 on hO'stels which 
are properly .staffed. A speclal levy <m fruit 
was agreed to towardR this· cost; an expen· 
diture that has been well repaid in thitt large 
numbers of both public school, and University 
-Students, are to take the crops orr. 

SEEDED RAISIN CARTONS 

A good deal of saving is to be effected on 
freight, space and interstate charges, etc., -by 
the proper packing- for seeded raisins. 

At the Board meeting this matter was fully 
discussed and the several avenues of saving 
were examined, and it w.a'S considered that 
with some slight increases in pres·sur,e when 
packing. together with the adoption of a stan
dard sbe· for the 16oz. and the12oz. cartoon. con
siderable economies would result. Agents are 
to be instructed accordingly. 

FRUIT HARVEST LABOR 
PROBLEM 

South Australian Deputation 
On !School Holidays 

Following the deputation from the A.D.F.A. 
to the Minister of Education requesting that 
high schools and colleges should be closed 
from Febraury 14 to the end or March so that 
the students· could asS;ist with the dried fruits 
harvest. the Minister held a conference with 
the Director of Education {Dr. c. E. Fenner) 
the Deputy Director-General of M:anpower (Mr. 
L. C. Hunkin), and the director 'of the Worn· 
en•s Land Army (Miss DorthY Marshall). A 
statement was -subsequently made by Mr. Jeff~ 
ries. 

A circular will be s-ent to -all super primary 
boys• schools, public a,nd private, ·seeking in
f-ormati-on as to the number of · bO~s over 14 
willing to assist in harvesting dried fruits 
from the middle of ~ebruary to the end of 
March. 

Mr. Jeffries said that when the returns ca."lle 
:in consideration would be given to the request. 
The re.;a-ssembling of super pnmary schools 
from January 4 to February 15 and closing from 
that date until March 29 appeared to be involv
ed. Every effort was being made by Mr. Hunkin 
and Miss Marshall to obtain the necessary lab
our without calling on scho-ol children. 

To close the \Schools, as proposed, meant a 
serious dislocation of the school curriculum 
and of other matter.s. Many school teachers 
and senior scholars had arranged to work -on 
the wheat harvest during the holidays, and if 
they had to return early in January there 
might be a repercussion in regard to wheat. 
The whole position, however, would be thor
oughlY examined when the returns were receiv· 
ed, and that would be at au early date. 

A.D.F.A. DEPUTATION 

The deputation to the Minister was intro
duced by Mr. Wm. Macgillivray, M.P., wh-o said 
that it was only the urgency of the position 
allowed him to support the request. 

Mr. E. N. Seary .siid that if the request 
was granted the association would aCcept the 
obligati-on of arranglng boys' camp-s with g-o·od 
conditi-ons, and the girls WQUld 'be put in sel· 
ected. home under proper supervision. 

Mr. C. W. Till said that in the harvesting 
they must have a certain amount of stro-ng 
labour and the high school and coUege boys 
had thel .strength to do the work which women 
could not possibly do. 

Mr. Jeffries was told that it was only for 
the drying varieties and not for the harvest
ing of wine grapes that the labor was sought. 

The Minister asked whether an opinion had' 
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been obtained fro-m the parents· of 'the sch<lhtrs 
in the irrigation areas. 

Mr. Till: I am chairman of the .school council 
and it is in favour; but we 'have not obtained 
the parents' opinions. 

The Minister gave . the deputation a sympa· 
thetic hearing and called the confel:ence to 
cons-ider the proposal. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
BOARD 

Many Problems Discussed At 
Meeting 

The South Australian Board disposed of a 
full agenda at its meeting held on 6th Novem
ber, 1942. 

Arising out of a meeting of the Consultative 
Committee held OJ:!. 23rd October, 1942, a copy 
of the :minutes. of which was .submitted, the 
Secretary (M;r. W. N. Twiss) reported that the 
Committee had accepted the reply, drafted by 
th-e Chairman (Mr. G. A. W. Pope), to the re
quest ·of the Department of Commerce to aim 
at securing an -aggregate pack -of 100,000 tons 
of dried vine fruit by all p-roducing States for 
the season 1943. A subsequent letter from the 
Virtorian Board containing a resoluti-on of that 
Board stressing the Manpower plroblem was 
received. 

In regard to inspection in Queensland a 
copy of the report o-r Inspector Hall ·of the 
Staff of ~he New: South Wales Board on his 
visit to the Northern State was submitted and 
the Secretary intimated that the report- had 
been forwarded -to the Queensland Minister for 
Agriculture. 

STAND,ARDISATION OF MARKINGS 

The conclusions of a conference which met 
in Melbourne -o-n 7th October, 1942, at the in
stance of the Export Control Board to consider 
the question of standardisation in markings on 
boxes were reviewed and it was agrE:Jed that 
as. the conclusions reached by that meeting did 
not meet the needs of S.outh AUstralian Pack
ers, .a case for south Austr-alia be prepared, 
by a special local committee which was ap· 
pointed, and submitted to the Ji.Jxport Control 
Board. The Secretary was d,irected to make 
avail.,able copies of this case to all State 
Boards, the Department of CommerCe and the 
A.D.F.A. 

LEX IAS 
It was agreed to circularise all Packer·s in

forming them that a market was being devel~ 
oped for lexias of a quality which were not 
fit for packing but for which the:re was a d·e
mand in connection with the manufacture of 
cOndiments· and advising· .Packers of the con~ 
ditions governing the release or this class of 
dried fruit. 

AGENT GENERAL'S VISIT 

In anticipati-on of the fOrthcoming visit to 
South Australia of the Agent General (Sif 
Charles McCann) the Secretary was directed 
to make enquiries with a view to including 
in Si:f 'Charles' itinerary a visit to the'~ dried 
fruit producing areas. 

SULTANA DIPS 

A letter was received from the Principal of 
the Roseworthy Agricultural College (Dr. A. R. 
Callaghan) supplying further interesting in· 
formation in regard to the progress he was 
making in researches into Sultana diPS. 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

The routine business comprised reports by 
the Investigation Officer (Inspector Noblet), 
approval ·of a further assessment on Packing 
Houses of the Annual Contribution for the 
year 1942, a review· of the pack figures to 31st 
October, 1942, th-e pres'entation of the Fin~ 
ancial Statement and the passing of a number 
of acc-ounts.· 

HAIL INSURANCE 
No Collective Action Possible 

Mr. J. L. 'Wetheral .said at Federal Council 
the matter was· raised because of the hail los.s 
the previous year. South Australian delegates 
considered that the time: had come when a com~ 
prehe.nsiv-e scheme of hail insurance should 
be introduced. Damag,e had been very serious 
particularly in the Moorook area. It was not 
the intention to ask for a large amount of in
surance, 1but an insuranc·e -policy should be ar
ranged that would assist the grower in the 
event of loss to carry on until the next season. 

PROTECTION ESSENTIAL 
The time has come when dried fruits grow

ers, should try to protect themselves against 
haJ.I. By taking shares i~ the C(H)perative com-

panies, growers would be able to reduce the 
costs of the_ p-lan. The motion was being .sub
mitted to obtain the ideas of the N.S.Vi., Vic
torian and S.A. grower,s on an industry wide 
p.lan. · ' 

Mr. H. D. Howie said the res.olution was on 
the ·same lines as one already referred to the 
Board, . which took certain steps to ascertain 
the feelings of districts and the views of j;he 
insurance companie.s-. No company would un
dertake insurance for individ'uals., but to- in
sure croPs would be prepared to consider an 
industry wide pro-pos'ition. The replies received 
from the· districts were not sufficiently favor
able to warrant the Board going on with the 
proposal. oUt of the 16 replies received 3 
were favorable, and 12 were cla.s.sed as un
favora.ble including some that were non-com
mittal, and -one district was undecided. Unless 
there was a change of opinion among the dis~ 
tricts the proposal would not get very far. 

PROBABLE PREMIUMS 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom -pointed out that a 
premium of £3 10/ p-er £100 for 2 months on 
an industry wh-ose output was worth 4?!; million 
pounds would amount to £157,000 a year. There 
has never yet been a year when the total loss· 
-has amounted to that sum. 

One years' insurance on this basis against 
hail f-or the whole of the industry, £157,000 
would be more than had been :paid to stabilise 
the whole industry. Hail represented only one 
f-ourth of los.s'"· as there were frosts and rain 
to be considered. 

Mr. R. Curren said even if the motion was 
carried, everyone seemed to think that noth
ing could be done. Apparently the only way 
that insurance could be provided was over the 
whole of the cr-op. d?resumably when growers 
got only 6 cwt. from 6 acres, an that could be 
-done was to ~ympathise with them jn their 
difficult position. 

Mr. H. V. Davey .said he did not agree. If 
anything could be done the .Hoard would do 
it as so-o-n as possible. 

PRACTICABILITY DOUBTFUL 
Mr. J. B. Murd-och said he felt the utmost 

sympathy fo-r the growers wh-o suffered Such 
losses, but it had to be realised that if Con
ference carried the resolution .it wa:s: almost 
an impossibility to do anything in face of the 
existing condiUons. It was the bounden duty 
of1 the Board to be the watchdog fo-r the indus
try, and if anything helpful could be ascertain~ 
ed from the U.S.A. it was the Board'S. duty to. 
see if it could ·be· applied to Australian condi~ 
tions. 

M'r. S. Brown ;s:tated that the A.D.F.A. came 
to the· assistance of the Murrumbidgee grow
ers when they lost their crO·P through frost, 
by allowing them to sell the whole of their 
crop in Australia, -but this arrangement would 
mot help the man who had no fruit to sell. 
The B'oard had the funds iil the As,s.lQc,iation, 
and it might consider some plan to help those 
who had been affected to carry on. 

Mr. J. -H. Gordon: That brought up the 
point of. the power of the Board to carry on 
such a plan. In view of the answer given by 
the branches the Board was powerle.s,s .. 

Mr. Hyndman: If as Mr. H-owie stated it was: 
only last January that the l'leplies were receiv
ed by the Board, it did not seem that sufficient 
time had elapsed for Connell to come to a de:fin
dte decision. 

The motion appearing on the agenda as. mov~ 
ed was put to the v-ote and declared lost~ 

THE LASTING EFFECT OF 
SULI'lHlATE OF AMMONIA 

While spreading manure the other day, a 
neighbor hopped· over the fence to know WhY 
it was being pu't down so early in the season. 
It was .a maUe:r of convenience as much as 
anything .else. Sulphate of ammonia packs 
down har-d when left p-iled up in -bags, and it i'S 
much eaf:!ier tO spread· when coming fresh. 
from the manufacturer. There is a Wide mis
conception in the minds of many growers re
garding this manure and its action in the soiL 
It is commonly believed that because its action 
is rapid on plant life, -the effect i.s soon lost 
in the soil. The action is more lasting than is 
gen-erally supposed 1and to quote an instance 
which came under my p-ersonal observation in 
recent .years: On one occasion this manure 
was spread very unevenly in the spring yet 
the uneven pattern could "be traced in the 
growth of weeds in the following autumn; 
thus shoWing that the e:Uect was not lo.st ·from 
early spring until· the following winter. AS 
we can only get a. £mall quota -of sulphate of 
ammonia the nitrogen can be made up With 
other nitrogen contained manures, such as 
bone manure or ·castor meal. Bone manure is 
th-e more expensiv..e when the- cost is calculated 
on a unit basis of nitrogen content. 

("Nemo"' in the .. Murray Pioneer.") 
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Financial .Position of the· Association 
Sound Position Disclosed in Annual Report 

In reviewing the financial position of the A.D.F.A. at Federal Council, Mr. 
D. C. Winterbottom reported that the Association expenditure had been in keep
ing with the austerity period. Total expenses in 194{) had been £6022, in 
1941 £5567, and this year £5405. 

DeaLing with the Head Otlice account item 
by ite~n. he said that the group embracing 
Chairman's, Board and Gouncil allowances and 
travelling expenses,· amounted to £1,244 com
p-ared with £1,527 in 1941. Head .Office salaries 
and Adelaide representative snowed an expen
diture of £1866 compared with £Ul38 last year. 
Postages, telegrams and telephones were high
er at £273 (£246 last year) because Of increas
ed charges. L.egal fees had been necessar,IlY 
higher, and the increase from £52 to £97 for 
general expenses was in connection with war 
damage insurance which .had saved the in
dustry and individual -growers <! tremendous 

amount of money. Pay roll tax ·at £34 was· a -
new item. The Australian Dried Fruits News 
was lower at £351 because there had been one 
1issue less. The grant to the .Publicity Com
mittee had been £550 compared with £462. The 
increase from £132 to £333 for marketing or
ganisation wa,s due to special visits that had 
had to be made to the Prices Commissioner 
at Cahberra for both vine and tree fruits. As 
a result of these vis,its the .Prices Commission
er issued terms to apply to the Whole industry 
instead of to the A.D.l!"'.A. only. The total ex
pens-es had been £5405 leaving £6393 to be 
transferred to the general rund account. Of 

HEAD OFFI'CE ACCOUNT 

Revenue Account fo_r the Twelve Months End ed 30th September, 1942. 

To Chairman's ·Allow-
ance .. .. .. . . £500 0 0 

,. Board Alllowances. 422 1'1 3 
, Federal ·Council 

Allowances . .. .. 110 14 6 
, Board Travelling 

Expenses . . . . . . 134 11 9 
, E'ederal Council 

Travelling Expenses 75 7 6 
£1,243 11 0 

, Head Office Sal_ar-

I ies, .. .... . . 1,716 0 6 
., Adelaide Represen-

tative . .. . . .. 150 0 0 
6 I 1,866 0 

, Travelling Expenses-
Head Office 28 10 0 

, Rent . . . . . . . . 286 0 0 
, Printing and 

Stationery 
,. Postages-, Telegrams· 

and Telephones 
, Legal Fees .. 
,. Audit Fees .. 
, General ExpeiJ;ses 
, Pay Roll Tax . . . 

1~0 14 7 

272 12 6 
45 13 6 
75 0 0 
97 12 3 
34 8 6 

---
.. Australian Dried 

Fl-uits News . . . . 351 13 5 
., Grant to Joint 

Publicity Commit-
tee .. 55000 

., Marketing Organ-
isation . . 332 12 5 

.. Hospitil End-owments---
A. F. Bell . . . . ... 20 U U 

, Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . 
, Balance to General Fund A/c. 

1,030 11 4 

1,254 
10 

6.~98 

5 10 
0 0 
0 3 

---
£11,797 8 11 

By Head Office Levy 
1941 Season £2,52g 14 2 
Less Paid to 
Branches . .. .. 1,192 19 4 

£1,335 14 10 
, Head Office Levy--

1942 Seas.on ll,U6 0 6 
Less Paid to 
Branches 1,184 18 3 

10,011 2 3 
, Interest on De-

posits . . . .. 41 14 4 
, Interest on Com-

monwealth Bonds 40g 17 6 
450 11 10 

£11,797 8 11 

Balance, Sh~et as at 3oth September, 1942 

LI:ABILIT IES 
General Fulfd Ac- , 

count . . . . . . £37,415 1!:.1 5 
Add Balance of 
Revenue Account 6,393 o 3 

----- £43,808 19 8 
Stabilisa;tion Fund . . . . . . . . 40,352 18 2 

ASSETS 
Commonwealth Savings 

Bank .. £71 
·Commercial Banking 

3 9 

Company of Sydney 
Ltd.-Current A/c. 3,161 19 0 

~commercial Banking 
·- Company of Sydney 

Ltd.-Deposit A/c. 1,158 14 8 
- £4,391 17 5 

Commonwealth Treasury Bonds 
6 £15,800 at cost . . . . . . . . 15,244 9 

Office Furniture, at cost. less 
depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 8 2 

Aiivances to Murray 
Industries Develop-
ment Association 
Ltd., from General 
Fund . . . . . . . . 24,059 4 7 

Advinces to Murray 
Industries Develo-p-
ment Association· 
Ltd., from Stabilisa-
Fund . . . . 40,352 18 2 

---- 64.412 2 9 

£84,161 11 10 I £84,161 17 10 

Contingent Assets: 
Levy Due by Agents on Season 1942-

Fruit Unsold at this Date . . £2,343 19 6 

the 1942 levy collected or still to be collected 
from agents it is estimated that the sum of 
£1,072 will be avaiiable to branches. 

LOW ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS 
Mr. Winterbottom added that the total ex

.penditure of £5405. in cOnnection with an in· 
dustry that ,distribute-d 4;f to 5 million pounds 
represented an administration cost of ,2/· 
per £100 was an achievement that showed 
that the organisation was' run -on economical 
lines. Much depended on the work of the· 
Association in maintaining prices and- the 
groWers were well served by the Asso-ciation 
in that matter. 
Under the heading of Allowances ''and Ex

penses, Mr. Winterbottom said that the Hoard 
recommended that they remain as at present. 

The Secretary's repor-t, dealing with the 
crop statistics, showed that the Association 
had maintained its controlling position in the 
industry. The Board recommended that the 
levy be maintained at 3/- a ton, of which 6d 
a ton w·ould- be returned to branches as in 
the past. It was essential that the funds be 
built up to meet contingencies in connection 
with Murray Industries Development ASsocia
tion Limited. 

Mr. A. Rawlings (Merbein) said that the 
reports- were very satisfactory, and that he 
agreed that the levy should continue at 3/w 
for the reasons given. 

The reports were adopted unanimously. 
A statement of the finance of the Associa

tion as present·ed to the Federal Councii ap
pears on this pag·e . 

Estimate Of Sultana Yield 
(By A. V. Lyon, .. NI.Ag., Sc.) 

The .show of fruit at thi,s stage is- usually 
counted, as an estimate of "potential" yield. 
The potential yield cannot be taken as the 
actual yield, as in most years there are some 
deductions for_ season'al hazards such as dis
ease, ffost, hail, and .storms.- The biggest upsets 
however, have come from heavy rains just 
before harvest, bY which we lost some of the 
crop that we have grown. 

FRUIT SHOOTS SOUND GUIDE 

Nevertheless, the number of frUit shoots on 
the sultana has always proved the best guide 
to the coming crop; and is the only factor 
that 'can be safely used. Up to date the figures 
have been taken only for Mildura district, as 
with restricted travelling we must await the 
-opportunity of getting the counts in other dis
tricts. On a selected number of properties in 
Mildura, Red Cliffs, Merbein, and Coom-ealla, 
this year's counts show a reduction on those 
of-la·st year. The yield is not proportional to 
the number of bunches, as with fewer bunches 
we have the compensating factor of better dev
elopment. The best guide is experience, by 
noting ,in past seasons the total tonnage that 
comes from the count of that season. ... 

AVERAGE TONNAGES 

Thus in 1939 an av-erage of 59 bunches per 
vine accompanied a total Australian pack of 
73,000 tons~ This, however, was the year of 
the record heat wave. The next three years 
are of greater value:-
Table: 
1939-40 
1940-41 
1941'42 
1942·43 

55 bunches, per vine 
38 bunches per Vine 
53 bunches per vine 
38 bunches per vine 

95,000 tons 
80,000 tons-
92,000 tons 

We will fill the missing tonnage when we 
get it. But it looks as though, with a good sea
son, we can expect about ~0,000 tons -for the 
Australian pack .. 

If figures from , other districts show much 
season variation, the subject will be again dis-· 
cussed. -

"WATER INTO GOLD" 
By Ernestine Hill 

Author of "The Great AUstralian 
Loneliness" ' 

REVISED CHEAPER EDITION 
ON SALE AT 6/-

ROBERTSON & MULLENS, 
MELBOURNE 

[nqu re at your nearest Bookseller. 

' 

'6 
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The Green Tinge in Sultanas Problem 
Federal Council Discussion 

Messrs. T. Colby, Senior Fruit Inspector of Department of Commerce, and 
C. H. Plummer, Chief Fruit Inspector for the Mildura district, attended the 
Federal Council by invitation to discuss the question of green tinge in sultanas 
raised by the Mildura District Council A.D·F.A. 

Mr. J. H. Gordon (Red Cliffs) said.: Green 
tinge was a big problem in the Mildura dis~ 
trict, particularly in the B.ed Cliffs and Mer
bein areaS, where there is undulating coun
try and heavy fol,iage. At one stage during 
the harvest last year the Red Cliffs committee 
met and discussed this p-osition, and later sub
mitted to the Association Board a proposal 
that ·some lifting of the very high standard 
!OOuld be taken into consideration. This was 
also- the feeling ·of the Mildura District Coun
cil. No attempt was made to lower in any 
degree the high gr~de standards that had seen 
set. The overseas market required certain -col
oi standards. Some consideratiOn, however, 
s-hould be given to the problems. with which 
the industry is faced. Last year with favorable 
drying conditions the crop was- harvested but 
even then there was a shortage of able bodied 
labor--on the drying greens. Some growers had 
their wive·s helping on the drying greens to 
get that tinge out -of the {ruit. lf the fruit could 
W got off the racks into the boxes in one da.y, · 
it would be going a long way towards solving 
the problem. 
- As a war-time measure it was .suggested 
growers be allowed to get fruit into the pack
ing house with a litHe less of that golden 
amber color that is ·being asked for now . 

LONDON OPINION VITAL' FACTOR 
The matter was largely what was Lo,ndon 

opm10n. Everything hinged on what could be 
done with regard to the green ting.e. 

The only test whether the fruit was ready 
fDr LondDn was when it came from the boxes. 
The ,industry wanted to be a:ble to say to the 
Dep-artment that once the fruit reached a cer
tain stage, it would have a satisfactory color 
when it arrived in London; and even then 
it would 1s:till be subject to arbitration under 
the 20 per cent clause in the contract. 

If the fruit could be taken off the racks 
and into the packing houses it would be a 
wonderful thing. The· removal of the green 
tinge was a process that could be done more 
satisfactorily under an iron roof than under 
the sky, particularly as with a change in the 
weather five crown fruit might be turned into 
two crown. The Departmental attitude was 
that if the fruit was delivered too green it 
could n-ot be put into boxes: until the Inspec
tor considered that it could 'he blended with 
other fruit and so pass the te.st over the roll
ers. 

It would have to be considered what stahd
ard would be set if the reply fr-om London 
was that they would take a s1,ightly lower 
grade-and it was, hoped at the same price. It 
would have to be ,s:ettled whether the packer 
was going to take in fruit bottle green, .ilnd 
1lold it, thereby tying up sweat boxes which 
might re-act on the grower, ,or whether he 
would take in only a certain grade. The bone 
of contenti-on would be Whether the grower 
who had done his ·best was going to .suffer 
because ·of the grower Who took the easy 
way. The Mildura District Uouncil, however, 
could meet the packers and reach an arrange
ment which should be equitaMe to every 
grower. 

SOUTH .AUSTRALIAN ATTITUDE 
It was unfortunate that the ::5outh Australian 

State Board recently saw fit to state that 
there .should not be any alteration -of the 
grade for green tinge. This expressi-on of 
opinion was a. little unf-ortunate as green tinge 
was not a serious problem in ::5outh Australia 
where the h-ot dip prevailed to a: great extent. 

Federal ,Council representing the whole opini-on 
of the industry was: the proper body to ex~ 
press the feeling ofl the industry ·having regard 
to the man-power pr-oblems and to the need 
for getting away the biggest quantity of fruit 
of the bes.t grade. 

Mr. Gordon moved: '"!'hat having regard to 
war-time conditions of man-power, the author
ities be asked t-o make :some slight relax~tion 
as a war-time :measure as regards the stand
ard for green tinge in sultanas.' 

Mr. Hazel seconded Mr. Gordon's motion. 

REPRESENTATIONS TO LONDON 
Mr. P. Ma1loch said representations had be-en 

ll1ade by the A:s'sociation to the Export Con
trol Board and the Minister. He was glad that 
Mr. Gordon made it clear that this concessi-on 
was regarded as a war-time measure. There 
had been a 10 years' war Dn this subject, and 
there m<iy be a suspicion that tile present re
qu·est is linked up with that w•ar. The letter 
sent by the Export Control Board to London 
was on the following lines: 

"Deep concern is felt by tl:le Dried Fruits 
Industry -over the 1943 season, in view of 
the fact that more than 4000 men have left 
the Murray Valley producing areas. The,ir 
pJ:aces have been take·n by casual labor, 
largely unfit and unskilled, althoug-h in some 
instances men have had to return from 
active service. Harve,sting operations are' 
carried out by family labor, by settlers re~ 
leased from the army, and a small percent~ 
age of itinerant labor. There will be difficult
ies in harve,sting our crops under these con~ 
ditions. A point that has been raised is that 
much time has been spent in deepening the 
natural c,olor of- the fruit. On the hessians 
the fruit ranges from dee,p green to straW 
color. (Then follows a description of the 
process- of removing the· green tinge on the 
drying greens). If there -were a relaxation 
,of the existing standal"d, much labor and 
time would be saved. The fruit would be 
cleared fro!!! the greens to the, ,packing 
houses, and there would be less risk of dam~ 
age by rain. In 1942 there were thous-andS 
of tons of sultanas on the racks at the end 
,of April. This fruit was a.JI of! 4 a-nd 3 crown 
grad:es, when a break in the· weather oc~ 

curred and the fru'it had eventually to be 
packed as 2 and 1 crown. It must be emr-

. phasised that the 'deepening of c,olor does 
not effect the sugar or food value. If a gre;at
er margin of g·reen were tolerated it would 
apply only to full bodied or mature fruit, 
and no allowance would be made for immat
ure fruit that would shrivel in the, boxes .. The 
process: of oiling results in a deepening col
or, _and it is unJiikely that there would be 
any green left on the fruit on arrival in the 
United Kingdom. The pr'o-ce~s of inspection 
at this end is so strict that we are making 
ti}i~ request for some relaxation, and not to 
set up a claim for the admission of green 
tinge. The Board appreoiate,s the treatment 
Y•OU have been able to give the industry in 
the difficult tiri1es through which we have 
been passing." 

GRADE Q,UICKLY LOST 

Mr. D. ·C. Winterbottom said he hoped that 
London would agree to the Hoard's request 
as a war~time measure. Brltain was now sell
ing evei-ything from brown t-o golden at the 
one price, and green tinge did n-ot affect the 
value of the fruit. The trouble was1 that grade 
o<in be· lost so quickly. There. was always some 

d-oubt whether the fruit would arrive in the 
U.K. 12 or 13 weeks later, or 4 or 5 months 
later. It w:as to be sincerely hoped that the 
industry would get some relief -on the lines 
outlined to enable manpower to be conserved 
Britain should appreciate the ditlicultie.s as she 
was up against the problem of manpower. If 
this matter of green tinge can be handled in 
the packing houses the packers would prove 
that it could be· done effectively, and save the 
grower expense and labor. 

COLOR COMPLEX 
Mr. H. V. Davey said following the argument 

last year that th-e industry wa.s. getting a color 
complex, although he accepted the decision 
from the point of view of manpower, he could 
not support ·the idea if it is to be suggested 
that growers adopt 100 per cent cold dip. He 
felt that in the past the· packer had a fixed 
limit in the quantity -of good colored fruit, and 
that that quantity limited the amount -of green 
fruit that could be accepted and put aside for 
the completion of blending. 'l'he C-ouncil was 
on danger-ous gro-und in saying that the packer 
could accept green tinged fruit as there were 
doubts a_,bout the packer being able to do the 
job. 

STANDARD TREATMENT 

Mr. J. H. Gordon said he would like to ask 
Mr. lflinterbottom if there was any pro'Cedure 
laid dowll by the C.S.l.'R. or the Packers' As
sociation as a standard treatment for green 
sultanas. Oiling had been mentioned but each 
packer had a different idea of the amount .of 
9il that should be used, and of the treatment 
of &reen fruit. 

Mr. Winterbottom in reply said he would 
not like to say that any rule could be laid 
d-o·wn on the .subject. One packer might be ap
plying 2 pints of oil to the to,n, and another 
3, and they might both get the same results. 
One plant might be more efficient in getting 
the oil on the fruit .. If oil wrus not going to be 
put on relaxation could not be required as it was 
the dry fruit that caused the trouble original
lY. In o,iling there was an efficiency factor. 
Steam als.o helped and it softened the fruit. 

'Mr. Mallock stated! that the Exp·ort Control 
Board liad asked the Commerce; Department 
to investigate oiling and to see that sultanas 
were properly and adequately oiled. 

QUALITY AN ESSENTIAL 
Mr. R. J. Bradford said the industry had 

spent: ~.nany year:s striving to- improve the qual~ 
ity of the .packs, secondly, a niche had been 
reached in the world's market to which 
A.D.F.A. fruit was justly entitled, and_ of which 
settlers were justifiably proud; thirdly, there 
waS the effect of any·relaxation -on the attitude 
of the Briti-sh Government or the U.K. buyers, 
to post war conditions when Aus-tralian fruit 
would come into direct c-ompetition with for~ 
e.ign fruJt. If there was any relaxation, no mat~ 
ter how infinitism'a\ it w.ould spell the death 
knell -of a carefully built up system. This 
move continued Mr. Bradford., was prompted 
by the desire of a. few individuals to beat the 
weather irrespective .of w:hat happ-ened to the 
fruit when it reached the packing house. Lax 
meth-od:s! should not be allowed to creep in 
and destroy the brand·s: that had been built up · 
by individual effort, throughout the years. 

DE£'1\RTMENT'S ATTITUDE DEFINED 
Mr. F. C-olby, of the Department of Com

merce said as far as green tinge was concern
ed the Department' of Comm&ce felt that it 

fo~~P~;r f~~i~~~~ua:fOt%"t;r!~!a~i~=Ja~Js~0~~ 
pre-war days there was strong objection to 
the green tinge. At a conference held in Mel
bourne recently, Mr. Allen listened attentively 
to the representations. made, and it was de· 
cided to ,send a letter to London. If London 
was satisfied t-o allow the desired relaxati-on, 
the Department would. be 1satis1ied, but if Lon· 
don was not, no let up could be permitted in 
enforcement -of the regulations. It was danger~ 
ous to relax. The A.U.F.A. had built up an 
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~ndustry that had no finer peer in Australia, 
and those who administered the laws were 
also proud of it It is impossible to remove the 
green tinge in the early fruit. However. the 
industry had overcome many problems and 
there are none that cannot ;solved. The De
partment of Commerce lnspector.s would ren
der all possible assistance to the industry. 

Mr. J. W. A. McGregor said it appeared that 
some of the cold dipped fruit would go straight 
off the racks into the bo~es. 1f ~0 per' cent of 
the fruit wa:s affected, how much could be 
held in the Packing Houses. '!'here was the 
point that some soils were more subject to 
green tinge than others. 

Mr. VVinterbottom replied that the majority 
(}f the fruit taken off the racks and oiled and 
put into boxes would lose the green tinge if 
;it was held for 3 or 4 months .. It was: taking 
that tit;ne to get it to 1£ngland, and it would 
change in the ship's holdS as well as in the 
packing house. London would not see'" the 
green tinge at all. 

Mr. R. Curren asked if this was asked for 
as: a war-time measure"! Was the modified dip 
referred to as a war-time measure? He had 
never u.sed the cold dip. He used the 185 de
grees .or 186 degrees mod·ified d,ip, and got a, 
good pro-portion of ·5 crown and a big propor
tion of 4. -In 1942 he had little under 3 crown 
Why not persevere with the dip available when 
the. fruit would bleach in one day after taking 
it off, whereas with cold diP it might take 
4 or 5 days. 

Mr. Gordon w,ithdrew the item as the dis
cussion had been recorded in the- minute.s: for 
the information ·of Conference, and, negotia
tions had bee_n opened up With London. 

W.A. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

Business Transacted At 
October Meeting 

At the October meeting of t·he Western Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Board the following mem
bers were present: Messrs: H. S. Bickf-ord 
(chairman), L. W. Ham, G. McD. Edgecombe, 
G. E. Stone and J. ·Duff, Junr. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence from Department of Com
merce, advising that it was desired the produc
tion of dried vine fruits in Australia 'i.urlng 
1943 season should reach 100,000 tons, in order 
t-o satisfy export, civilian and service require
ments "and giving the quota desired from ea-ch 
of the producing States. The production ask
ed for in Western Australia was '3,000 tons of 
currants, 500 tons of sultanas and 250 tons of 
lexias. It was stated that the prospect for 
the producti-on of currants and sultans for the 
next year was, promising, but climatic condi
tions and available manpower would essential
ly have to be taken into account. 

AGENT'S COMMISSION 

Correspondence exchanged with the Consul· 
tative Committee was read re,g;arding a recent 
request from the Viticulturalist Union for a 
reduction of Agent's commission on overseas 
sales from 5 per cent. and the subject would 
receive consideration at fhe next meeting. of 
the Consultative ·Committe·~. 

LEGISLATION 

Reference was made to the Dried Fruits Act 
Continuation Bill, and that the Han. the Minis~ 
ter for Agriculture considered th·e Act and 
Regulations provided the power of prosecution 
desired by the Board, as the result of legal 
advice through Crown Law Department which 
had been followed by an exchange of views 
between the Board's and Department's legal 
advisors. 

PUBLICITY 

Lists of displays of dried fruits in Western 
Australian shopkeepers' windows in the metro
politan_ area were made avaihLble by the local 
contractor, and copies sent to the Dried Fruits 
Publicity Committee. 

It was decided to contri;bute £50 to the 
committee's funds for the year ending 30th 
April, 1943, and that the position w-ould be 
reviewed at the dose of the Boar.d's- financial 
year ending 31st December next. 
CONFERENCE WITH ASSOCIATED AGENTS 

By arrangements representativ-es of the 
Registered Agen"s, viz., Messrs. Smith (Dried 
Fruits Ltd.), Foster (Foster, White & Co), 
Clarke (CO'].Jleys Bank Ltd.)- and Lowes (Wes
tralian Farmers Ltd.) met the Board in C'nnfer
ence. The following matters were discussed, 
and an exchange of views thereon took place, 
viz:-

GRADING OF FRUITS 

The agent~ referred to the extra work that 
would be involved if the Board's request for 

such details of grading of fruits into packing 
house·s were compli-ed with, having regard to 
extra statistic>al returns that now had to be 
made, with shortage of staff, and it was con
tended that no advantage would result, with in
ability and reconciliation between the quantity 
and variety of fruit received and disposed of. 
Later it was resolved that the chairman and 
secretary should confer with the agents in 
this connection, to see if the reqUest could ad
vantag·eously be satisfied. 

MARKINGS ON BOXES 

This subject rec·eived consideration, and ap
proval was g.iven. to the suggestion of uniform 
marking of cases exported dried fruit, with 
the retention of right to mark su'ch with pac4 

ker's brand, to show source of origin. 
SUPPLIES FOR GROWERS 

Reference was made to the ueeds of man
ures and requisites bein,g made available to 
those concerned with the welfare of the dried 
fruit industry, having regard to effective pro
duction. It was resolved that the agents 
should submit their proposals to the 'Board's 
secretary, so that collective a.pproach could 
be made to the appropriate authorities. 

AGENT'S COMMISSION 

T-he attention of· the agents was drawn to 
the chang-ed conditions with regard to the ac
quisition of dried fruits ,by the British and 
Canadian Governments on ~the f.o:b. basi$, and 
a suggested reduction of the 5/· commission 
now allowed agents to cover their services, in
cluding their overseas' repf;esentatives, who 
were no longer paid by the ag,ents. It was 
decided to await the consideration of the sub
ject promised by the Consultative Committee 
of the Dried Fruits Boards. 

l\iERBEIN A.D.F.A. 
ANNUAL MEETING 

Problems Discussed 
. The adjourned annual meeting of the Mer~ 

hein Dried- Fruits Growers' Union (Merbein 
Branch A.D.F.A.) was held in the Health Cen
ter Hall, Merbein, early in December, the 
retlring president (Mr. A. Rawungs) occupy
ing the chair. There was a fair attendance of 
growelis, and, following the transaction of rou· 
tine business, a number of proolems affecting 
the dried fruits nidustrY ·were discussed. 

In submitting his annual report, the chair~ 
man said that last year the State Rivers 
and Water Supply Commissi.on intimated that 
the coal supply and freight position was un
satisfactory, and later announced that growers 
couid have the choice of taking either the 
fifth or sixth waterings, but not both, except 
that certain varieties of grape;s would not be 
subject to this reduction in the number of 
waterings if an extra charge over the "irriga
tion charge" of £3/2/6 per acre was paid. 

Many growers were concerned with the pos:i· 
tion, many letters to and interviews with the 
appropriate authorities f-olloWed, the commit
tee pointing out that gr-owers were prepared 
to share any sacrifice necessary owing to war 
conditions, but did not expect the Water ·Com· 
missdon to demand an increase in charges for 
a reduced water supply. 

The committee was successful in its request 
that no extra charge be made ror those grow
ers w·ho did receive the six full waterings, 
but was unsuccessful in its request for a re
duction of 10/5 per acre for t,h-ose growers 
who received only five full wateriugs in lieu 
of six. Information was be:ing sought -on the 
question of supply and charge-s. 

During the year donations amounting to 
£96 18/5 had been made, m-ostly to local charit
able institutions .. The committee had adopted 
a prisoner of war at a cost of £52 per annum, 
and had decided to support the war loans as 
much as possible. It was decided to make 
available scholarships, each tenable for a per· 
iod of three years at the Mildura High School, 
and valued at £12 per annum, for children 
whose parents reside in the Merbein irrigation 
area. Eight candidates entered for the 1943 
scholarships, and results would be announced 
later in the year. 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 
The balance sheet, submitted by the treas

urer (Mr. E. W. Sm:ith) disclosed the finances 
of the union to be in a satisfactory position. 
'l'he excess of revenue over expenditure for the 
year had been £6 14/11. The report and bal4 

ance :sheet w-ere adopted on the motion of 
Messrs. E. W. Smith and L. G. Cameron. 

Messrs. A. Rawlings, J._ W. Jamies-on, T. L. 
Mu.r-vhy, A. J. Chislett and Geo. J. Hyndman; 
members of the committee who retired by 
effluxion of time, were re-elected unopposed. 
For the extraordinary vacancy created by the 
resignation of Mr. R. M. Voullaire, Mr. G. P. 
Jenner was elected unopposed. 'l'he newly-el
ected committeemen will hold -office for a 
period of two year:s. Mr. W. H. Chaffey was 
elected auditor unopp-osed. 

COMMUNITY SCHEMES 
Mr. A. R. McDougall urged that, under a 

community scheme of harvesting the dried 
vine croP, the working of five or six blocks up 
to a .suggested maximum of, say, 100 acres, 
would make for the conservation of labor
a very important matter for the coming har
vest. On the motion of Messrs. J. H. Power 

. and A. R. McDougall, it wa·s. decided that a 
community scheme of harvesting be recom
mended to growers where such a scheme would 
be practicable, the limit of a community ef~ 
fort to be n-ot more than 100 acres if maximum 
efficiency was to be obtained. 

In answer to enquiries r.egardirig accom
modaUOii for pickers, Messrs. A. Rawlings and 
Geo. J. Hyndman 'supplied information. Grow~ 
ers would be expected to"' provide suitable 
accommodation, inCluding beds. As most of the 
pi.ckers would be coming from their own 
homes, it was expected that they would bring 
with them blankets and towels. 

DRIED VINE FRUITS 
The Department of Agriculture early in Dec

ember announced the ration of superphosphate 
avaiiable to producers to June 30, 1943. 

Growers of dried vine fruits· will receive 1 
cwt. -of· superphosphate per acre .of vines to 
use when sowing green manure crops such as 
tiCk beans and peas. Nitrogenous fertiliser 
will be very difficult· to obtain. The superpho:s
phate ration will be made available in ample 
time by the distributor with whom the grower 
is registered. This allocation will replace the 
55 per cent. standard ration allowed in the 
general plan. 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP RJNDS £120,000 

Packets of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus. 

Packed under the well-known 

"PADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lryrnple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requi•ites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made, 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers 
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Importance of Brown Type of Sultanas 
United Kingdom Trade Studied 

The importance of maintaining the brown type of sultanas •as suitable for 
export to the United Kingdom was raised at Central Council by Mid Murray 
Valley District Council A.D.F.A. It was pointed out that this was of special 
importance to members of the M:d Murray district as they produced 10,000 
tons annually, mainly under modified hot clip and, therefore, usually of brown 
types. 

Mr. J. W. A. McGregor presented the follow-
ing statement: . 

The question of the relative grade standards 
fixed fo:r brow,n ty.pe sultan·as as compared 
with those fixed for light types is one which 
has seriously coucerned, growers in the--Nyah
Woorill!en districts fo,r a number of y,ears. 
Some three years ago, ~the relative grade values 
of light and brown types were revised. The 
trevision resulted in its being required of 
.brown type fruit that it should be about half 
a grade better in fruit valUe than a light type 
of a similar crown. · 

COMPARATIVE VALUES 

This alteration in comparative values was 
effected, at the time, by reducing the fruit 
values of th,e· light types, not .by increasing the 
values of. the, brown types. The reason given 
for the alteration was that selling agents were, 
of the opinion that buyers on the Common
weaHh market would .accept the· new light 
types as being equal market value to the 
brown types, as the buyers' pr.ef:erence for the 
light color would iOffset the 1.'1elatively poorer 
quality of the light type grades. 

The Nyah-Woorin-en growers, without ·being 
at all enthusiastic at the chang1e, accepted it 
for the following reasons:-

(1) It was felt that, as far as the Common
wrealth market was concerned, the vi·ews of 
the selling agents shoul.d ,be ac-cepted as cor
rect. 

(2) The other important fixed price market 
of ·Canada and New Zealand, at that time, took 
the bulk of their requirements in 2 crown 
grad·e and lower, and the difference in fruit . 
value -between light and brown in thes-e grad-e·s 
was much ·less ··marked than in th1e higher 
grades. 

(3) ·The United Kingdom was then, as now, 
the main outlet for .sultanas of 3 crown gra-de 
and upwards. At that time, fruit f·etch·ed. its 
mark-et value, irrespective of its typ.e marks 
and the district had n~ever had reason to com
plain of the prices realised in U.K. fo(l' its 
brown types. 

CHANGING CONDITIONS 

But, since that time, there have been many 
radical changes. Canada and New Zealand 
hav,e, of late years, he·come mainly 3 crown 
markets. Under the contracts with tbe· Bri
tish Ministry of Food, our growers receive for 
their brown type :sultana.s, not the open mar
ket value, ·but the price fix•ed for the particular 
crown under which the fruit is packed. 

District grow&s feel that the existing grad
ing, systems compels them to supply to-- the 
consumer (who. should be grateful) a brown 
.sultana which is of hetter food value than a 
light sultana of the same price. 

The A.D.F.A. as a ·body is concerned primar
ily with the interests of growers. On this 
question, it appears that the effect on growers 
of basing grade standards for all markets on 
the opinion of a~ents selling in the Australian 
market hns not r.eceiv-ed sufficient attention. 

1942 POLICY 

We further -consid·er that, when the 1942 sul
tana grades were :set, the differenc1e in fruit 
.values between light and brown types was 
further incr-ea·sed, particularly in 4 crown, 
with the result that, this season, thel'le was al
most a full grade difference in fruit value be
tween the two. This is borne out by a report 
from Overseas Farmers on the "Empire· Glade" 
shipment which giv-es the opinion that the four 
crown brown sultanas examined were of bet
ter value than the five crown light in the same 
shipment. 

It is also open to doubt whether the policy 
of forcing up the values of brown types is a 
wise one. .A run ·of ba.d drying seasons may 
result in the major portion of the pack being 
in brown typeS and,, in this event, growers 
would suffer a consid,e:rable loss. Unfortun
ately, the high standard of brown sultanas 
shipped to U.K. this year has established a 
precedent which maY he an -expensive one for 
growers in the future. 

In the 1942 contract with th1e Unite-d King
dom, the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 

Board's instructions to packers made provision 
for the supply of either light or brown type sul
tanas. Under the 1942 contract, the :respec
tive group. numbe,r only was allowed to be 
stencilled on the box and no type marking was 
permitted. 

UNITED KINGDOM CONTRACTS 

The Uepartment of Commerce ruled. that the 
prohibiti-on on type marking meant that a true 
-brown tYpe could not be· shipped to the U.K. 
under contract. Nyah-Wominen packers were 
only perm.ited to :ship to U.K. brown fruit 
which contained a percentag.e of light fruit. 
This was obtained by blending light and brown 
fruit,--,-but brown fruit packed .straight was not 
passed for export to this market. 

It is regard,ed as extremely serious that the 
1942 contracts should hav-e been so framed as
to exclude straight brow.n types from the 
world's moot important market. We -cannot 
see that such a ste-p can be justified on any 
ground. Jt is obviously inequitable to excluCte 
the produC:e- of one section of the· industry 
from a market in which all growers are en
titled to share and to the fostering of which, 
all growers have contributed. Brown type 
sultanas from the Nyah~Woorinen district have 
an ·estab-lished place in the United Kingdom 
market where, for many years, they have sold 
readily at prices satisfactory to growers. 

We, therefore, look to the A.D.F.A. to take 
·prompt .steps to protect the intere·sts of grow
ers by ensuring that future contracts with the 
British Government make adequate provision 
for· the supply of brown sultanas to the United 
Kingdom market. 

Mr. McGregor mov-ed:-
That the· ·Department of Commerce be re

quested, when fixing grade standards for sul
tanas in futur:e, to fix the crown g·r·ade:s of 
brown types on the basis of th~ same fruit 
value;s as are adopted. for lig~t types. 

Mr. H. H. Goodman, in :seconding the motion, 
said it had been pointe·d out that it was not 
the appearance of the fruit that mattered, but 
its trU.:e vaiue. He did not think that the 
brown types rec-eived as much consi.deration 
as the light. It seemed that the brown types 
wer-e excluded from the Lon-d,oo. market. A 
letter from the· ..Ov-erseas Farmers' Federation 
commented' on a number of type samples, 
whose range. was not complete 'at that stage. 
The writer of that letter said that the 4 crown 
type was really 1excelent, and appealed more 
lhan the 5 crown light. 

BROWNER TYPES PENALISED 

Mr. T. F. McKay said this matter had 
been paramount in their district for some 
years. The fixation -of p-rices. on a bulk basis: 
l:;l.ad practically altered the value. Latterly 
there had -been a tendency for the browner 
types to be penalised. Last year they had the 
experience of packing to a certain grade, and 
then fairly late in the 1season the word came 
round that it had 'been said that some of the 
fruit that had been packed as 4 crown had 
no possibility of going as such, although it 
was every bit as good as that of the previous 
year. Some .standardisation was· wanted or a 
rigid arrangement so that their district would 
know where it w:as afi regards the types and 
grades of fruit. 

Mr. A. R. Lawrence said that numbers of 
gr--owers had been affected by the change of 
grad,e referred tar by Mr. McKay. Through 
some alteration in the grade, fruit that was 
taken in as 3 crown one dity, W31S' given 2 
crown the next, pos.sibly becaus.e there was 
not sufficient light fru:it in the shed to· blend 
with it. They felt that there was a change 
of grade taking place in the season, and they 
wanted the asSurance that whatever grades 
were fixed in -the: beginning would be carried 
on through the 1s·eason. 

Mr. McGregor instanced a case where he 
'had 4 tons of fruit ready, but the· truck Would 
only take 3 tons. The only reason why he 
l(iid not get 3 crown on the ton delivered next 
day was that he was told that they did not 
have sufficient fruit to make a "spotted dog" 
of it. 

Mr. R. J. Heron stated he happened to be · 
one of the carriers last year who delivered 
-other growers' fruit as· well as his. own. The 
alteration in grades in mid-seas-o-n was notice· 
able, and create,d. a ·great deal of dissatisfac~ 
tion. They w-ould like the grade fixing to be 
done earlier, and no alteratiOns to be made 
later. They should have sutficient brown type 
fruit in their district for grade fixing purp-os-es 
without having to wait fo·r .samples to be ob~ 
tained from, t-he Mildur.a district. 

FRUIT VALUE DETER'MINING FACTOR 

Mr. P. Malloch stated that the resolution 
asked that wb.en fixing the grade standards for 
brown ttpes, of sultanas, the same fruit value 
be adopted as when fixing the crown grades 
for the light types. That was. rus"king what they 
were trying to do. The fruit value determined 
w-hether the fruit was 5 crown, 4 crown, 3 
.crown ·or lower. The factors making up fruit 
value were body, texture, percentage of dark 
and discolored berries, and color. Those fac
tors were all taken into considerati-on in fix~ 
ing the grades for bio,wn and 1ight types. He 
thought the letter from the Overseas Farmers' 
Federation implying that the 4 crown broWn 
1sultanas were of better quality than the 5 
crown light had probably led to the opinion 
ihat a wrong basis of color had been adopted 
in fixing the grade of !brown 'Sultanas in re
lation to light. "When he read that statement 
he obtained the official samples of 4 crown 
brown and 5 crown light. {N~r. Malloch dis
played the samples). If the 5 crown light was 
not worth £ 5- per ton more than the 4 crown 
brown, he would be astounded. 

SELLING AGENTS INFLUENCE 

The question of brown ,sultanas from Nyah 
and W·oorinen and other mixed districts was 
onE! that had been given sefious consideration 
by the grade fixing committee. It had been 
pointed au~ that opinions were too largely 
influenced by the selling agents. He confessed 
that opinions had been a,Imost 100 p-er cent 
infiuenced 'by the :s·elling agents, with all re
spect to the government regulations. 

Mr. Lawrence: The letter did not say that 
the 4 crown -brown was better than the 5 
crown light, only that it appealed more to the 
writer. 

Mr. Malloch declared that was the same 
thingt ... We try to reach the same· value be
tween 3 crown brown and 3 crown light. He 
could assure them that grower.s of the light 
type sultanas complained that they were handi
capped half a cro,wn grade against the brown 
type. The grading committee was. a buffer 
betwe-en the Nyah grower whol thought he was 
handicapped by half a grade compared with 
the light type fruit, and the Mildura grower 
who thought he was handicapped half a grade 
compared with the brown type . .flis company 
had lost a lot qf fruit because growers sug
gested that they were biassed in favor of the 
light type. Neither .group, light type or br-own 
was satisfied. It could be admitted that sugar 
content, texture, body and general appearance 
were far better guides to fruit valu.e than 
co-lor. There was no food value in the skin. 
The man who. signed the cheques for the fruit 
was, however, the man who determined the 
value, and the buyer in the U.K. said he wantv 
ed a light color. 

GRADING COMMITTEE'S POLICY 

As a member of the grading c-ommittee he 
could assure the c.onference they would watch 
very closely the question of compa:ra.tive 
grades, but all factors must be taken into ac
c-ount, color as well as the others. There should 
not be any question -of cha:tige in the grades 
in the middle of a season. Was ;it the matter 
iOf the packing hous-es failing to put the grades 
down? It was possible for a grower who had 
been delivering 4 cr-ow:n to be delivering 3 
crown two or three days' later. lf fruit changed 
color it must change grade. The darkening 
that took place with the damping of the fruit 
at n;ight must bring the grade down. On the 
question of brown types going to the United 
Kingdom, there was no distinction between 
br-own and light types made in the contract. 
There was. no anticipati-on that the brown 
type sultana would be stopped, and he agreed 
that it wafi all wrong that a ·district like Nyah 
producing such a large proportion of brown 
type fruit should be debarred from the United 
Kingdom. , -

Mr. McGregor: I would lik-e Mr. Malloch 
to ask Mr. McAlpine Whether the fruit I re
ferred to had changed c-olor. · 

Mr. Malloch said he went uP the next day 
to see that fruit, and he was satisfied. that. it 
had changed color. 

Mr. McGregor: The next day they could 
not distinguish between the trucks that had 
gone in at the different times. · · 
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Mr. Goodman: A considerable portion of the 
fruit was packed on a tentative sample. Some 
was pack-ed hefore the correct samples came 
~lOng. 

SAMPLES UNCHANGED 

Mr. F. Colby, Department Df Commerce, said 
there had been no changing of samples in mid
season at Nyah, and he had never changed 
any samples without the authority of the 
grade fixing committee. Last season when he 
was called over to Nyah, there was not one 
box of samples submitted. on the following 
day, they fixed the sample and matched the 
Woorinen fruit as near as possble to the Mil
dura fruH for both dark and the brown colors, 
and from then on he had no knowledge of the 
samples· having been changed. He m~de a prac
tice of looking QVer- the Inspector's samples 
where he went. Someti:!'.nes a man was issued 
with samples out of the o-riginal stock, and last 
15eason the original 4 crown sample was 
changed before it -was sent to Melbourne as it 
had a reddish tinge, and they realised that 
they would not be able to get any more of it. 

SAMPLE DIFFICULTIES 

Mr. E. N. Seary said .all the packers :in the 
Association on the river (S.A.) .seefned to be 
satisfied with the samples throughout the sea
son. He attended the Victorian grade fixing, 
and he could say that as far as was humanly 
pos.sible. exactly the same_ samples were fixed 
for South Australia and Victoria. One inter
esting point wa.s raised at th:is meeting of the 
grade :fixing committee-the question of th-e 
committee never fixing samples early enough 
according to the growers, and of packing taking 
}Jlace before the samples were fixed. In South 
Australia they did not have one sample of a 
suita.ble nature for fixing. the ·brown types. All 
that they had were light types. The next day 
they came to Mildura and obtained one very 
red-browu type. They accepted that and took 
it back to South Australia, but found they had 
no fruit to, match it, and it wa.s then discarded 
for something more suita.ble. The samples on 
which the Overseas Farmers' Federation com
mented upon were a range -of light types and 
one of the 4 crown 1brown which was the rang-e 
sent over in the early part of the sea,so-n. It 
was certainly true that the fruit changed color 

. during the season, au.d after April 26 all the 
fruit deliv-ered was of brow;n type_ 

CUM.ATIC CONDITIONS 

Mr. J. H. Gordon said that in the Ny.ah dis~ 
trict the weather broke earlier than in other 
districts, and growers there were definitely 
tied down to the te~.nperature dip. The tem
perature dip was used in :::louth Australia. Mr. 
Curren said he got 5 crown with it, and Mr. 
SearY had just stated that ne had difficulty in 
getting any ·brown type fruit early in the 
season. It was probable -that the Nyah grow
ers were dipping their fruit too harshly, and 
were asking the industry to solve the problem 
for them. That at least was a point that might 
be considered b.y the Research Committee at 
Nyah. It might be found that the climatic 
conditions in that district were the cause of 
much of the trouble. Seeing that the same 
dip was used throughout the industry and it 
might be found that the Nyah growers needed 
to decrease the temperature of their dip, or 
dip the fruit less harshly. 

Mr. Goodman declared he did not think that 
Mr. Gordon's ,suggestion was right. He used 
182 deg. modified temperature according to 
the standard.s laid down. Their point of view 
needed further consideration as the Associa
tion could not afford to have a district like 
Nyah-Woorenin dissatisfied. 

The moti-on of Messrs. McGregor and Good
m,an was carried. 

PROXY VOTING AT 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 
Change In Constitution 

Strongly Opposed 
One of the items on the agenda paper of 

the Federal Council was that consideration ·be 
given to· the amendment of the rule (No. 21) to 
provide for proxy voting. The ~notion was 
brought forward bY the Hoard of Managemen<t. 

Mr. P. Malloch said there was no pr-ovision 
in the Federal Council rules and regulations 
for holding a skeleton !federal Uouncil meet
ing. The Mildura Di-strict Council felt that it 
should have the right to cast proxy votes, ana
the Associations solicitor had been conSUlted 
on the point. He reported that all that would 
be necessary would be for rule 21 to be amend· 
ed to provide that v·o-ting at ll'ederal Council 
meetings may be done personally or by proxy, 
to determine the form of the proxy, and limit· 
ing the holding of the pro-xy to a member of 
the ·Council, if it was desired that there should 
be a skeleton "Council, and a reduction in the 

number of delegates attending. Under the rule 
so amended, a State could be represented by 
a few delegates holding proxies for the re
mainder. The view of the Board was that th-is 
'WOuld be an undesirable arrangement, if the 
delegates attended a skelton council with their 
minds made up on a particular matter, and 
after hearing the discussion c-hanged their 
minds., tho-se holding the proxies might feel 
obliged to record those votes. according to 
their original instructions. 'l'he Hoard did not 
recommend this. alteration to the Constitution, 
but if Council desired such a cnange it could 
be effecte-d by the amendment indicated to rule 
21. 

Mr. A. Rawlings said when the matter was 
fil'lst discussed the Mildura District Council 
thought it was impossible to obtain transp•)rt, 
and thought that it might be practicable to 
have one or two men going to l!'ederal Council 
arm;ed with 8 or 10 proxy votes As those prox
ies would be generally given with instruc· 
tions as to how to vote, a delegate might have 
to cast a block of votes after he had been 
firmly convinced that he should vote different
ly. Holding' the conference in Mildura ,seem
ed a reasonable alternative to a skeleton cOn
ference 

:Mr. A. W. Till remarked that his branch 
was not in favor of changing the represent
ation. Some delegates might represent three 
districts. They felt that in the ll'ederal Coun
cil. they had a piece of machinery that was 
doing a very good job, and that it should be" 
kept going. -

Mr. R. Curren said he was. opposed t-o any 
alteration Of the pre.sent constitution. A pre
vious constituition had broken down. He had 
no time for proxy voting. The whole cost was 
covered by £700, and surely the A.D.F.A. could 
find the -men. Speaking from the South Aus
tralian point of view, they had had some hard 
times with regard to AssociatiOn matters. They 
had dozens of men doing voluntary work for 
the Association to bring it to the -standard at 
which it was now. There were still weak 
spots in the Association, and the- whole of the 
work in the past 22 years might be undone if 
there were any laxity in the conduct of As
sociation affairs. 

Mr. H. H. Goodman stated that the Mid~Mur
ray Valley Council o_ppo,sed any change in the 
Constitution. 

After an explanation from Mr. J. H. Gordon 
that the motion ha,.d been submitted originally 
by Red Cliffs, it was withdrawn. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
DECEMBER MEETING 

A.D.F.A. Extensions • 
tn W.A . 

The December meeting of the Board of Management was held on Decem
ber 3 and 4. A wide range of subjects was listed for discussion and decision. 
The matters directly arising from the annual conference are dealt with else
where in this issue. 

Those present at the meeting w-ere: Messrs. 
P. Malloch, A. R. La~rence, J. H. Gordon, D. c. 
Winter:bottom, E. J. Hudson, Mr. E. J. Casey 
(member of Council), and Messrs. 0. A. Frede
rick, T. F. McKay (agents' representativ,es) . 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

It was resolved. "t-hat :Mr. H. D. Howie ,be 
again elected to the position of Chairman of 
the Board of Management." 

In the absence of Mr. H. D. Howie through 
illness, Mr. P. Malloch was appoint,ed Acting 
Chairman fo-r the meeting. 

Regret was expressed at the absence through 
indisposition of.Mr. J. B. .Murdoch, and it was 
arranged to write to Messrs. Howie and Mur
doch expressing the hope that they would be 
speedily restored to good health. 

Dried Vine Fruits - Commonwealth Trade 
- Season 1942: The Secretary reported that 
the Services had released the following quan
tities:-

Currants 
Sultanas 
·Lexias . . . . . . . . 

In addition, emergency 
stocks in Victoria had 
·been made available, con
sisting of:-

Tons 
178 
168 
131 

,Currants . .. . . . . 50 
Sultanas . . . . . . . . 98 

Total . . . . . . . . 

477 

148 

625 
"Dried Fruits News":- It was reported that 

thei arrangements outlined ·"at the last meeting 
of the Board- had been made with· "Sunraysia 
Daily" for the printing of the "Dried Fruits 
News." 

Under and Over Export Adjustment - Vine 
Fruits - Season 1942: Consideration was given 
to the question of Head- Office proceeding with 
the Und·er and Over Export Adjustment of Cur-

I"· 

rants, Sultanas and Lexias. It was learnt that 
export shipme,nts are not yet complete, but 
that they should be finalised within the next 
few weeks and it was resolved "that the Under 
and Over Export Adjustment for sultanas_ and 
currants an·d lexias be proceeded With early in 
Jam-J.ary." 

Foster, "\Vhite & Co.: ::.\!lr. H. V. Foster, of 
Messrs. Foster, VVhite & Co., West Swan, W.A., 
attended the Boanl meeting and notified that 
he was desirous of joining up with the A.D.F.A. 
as a packer and selling agent, also that he had 
arranged to join the local executive of the 
A.D.F.A. in \¥estern Australia. The Board dis
cussed with Mr. Foster many matters of inter
est to the dried fruits industry. Mr. Foster 
placed .. before the Board, the desire of Western 
Australian growers that they should have a 
liigher return for currants than they are now 
receiving. The chairman welcomed Mr. Fos
ter 'and expressed the appreciation of the 
Board to this extension of the associatiori 
membership in Western Australia. It was 
pointed out that only one selling agent in Wes· 
tern Australia was not now linked up with the 
A.D.F.A. Mr. Foster stated that he would do 
his best to secure the membership of this 
Agent, so that the We.stern Australian indus
try wo-uld then be linked up 100, per cent. with 
the association. 

The VVilliam Angliss Food Trades' 1School: 
A letter dated 4th November, 1942., .from the 
William Angliss Food·. Trad.es' School, Mel
lbourne, vvas received. This letter made a re
quest for free supplies of dried fruits for the ,. 
manufacture of food stuffs in the training of 
apprentices. As the matter was mainly one 
which concerned publicity of our products, it 
was decided that the letter in questi·on be sent 
to the Dri·ed Fruits Joint Publicity Committee. 

Dried Tree Fruits - Season 1943: A discus
sion took place reg.arding the increased cost of 
production, packing and ·marketing of dried 
tree fruits and it was decided that representa· 
tions be mad·e to the Prices Commission in 
respect to this matter. 

Ba:rmera: ,Co-operative Packing 
BARMERA, S.A. 

Co. Ltd. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International Harvester 
Coy. L"i.d., McCormick-Deering Tractors. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. 'PHONE BARMERA SO&. 32 
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~ All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to 
E forwa-rd items of interest to the rndustry 
i as a whole for publication in the "News." 
·~ ........................................... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,, ... ,,,, 
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who wo,uld write; 
fo,r there's none ever feared th•t the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Bu-rns. 

MILDURA, DECEMBER, !942 

lABOR FOR HARVEST 

THIS year ~he, dried fr_u~ts i~dustry is fac:d 
with a ddfer~t poSltlOn m regard to 1ts 

harvest than ever before. Last year the 1 labor 
problem was given a great deal of attention 
by growers ·and the authorities, but it can 
definitely be stated that last year's problem 
was nothing to the task now confronting the 
industry in successfully. harvesting the 1943 
crop. 

This year steps have 'been taken early and 
it is pleasing to know that the Departmen_t of 
Labor -and National Service through the 
D~puty Directors of Manpower in the various · 
States has indicated that the Commonwealth 
Government will do everything it can to sup-· 
ply labor to the dried fruits· industry. 

One important factor, however, must be 
stressed. There are other vital primary pro
ducts, production of which has -been stepped 
up tremendously as a result of army require
ments. These products must be harvested 
dt1ring practically the salne period as dried 
vine fruits. It' is obvious :that the Government 
will give priority to the requirements for 
the fighting forces, an.dl this is a problem that 
is now investigated. 

As far as the growt'l!'s are concerned they 
have responded well on this occasion to re
quests for information and g~D.erally speaking 
are· showing a kee;n appreciation of the diffi
culties of the position. The accommodation 

.. question is one_ that should be seriously con
sidered by every grower in the industry. 
Sooner or later this problem will have to be 
faced, and now is the time to faC"e it. The 
day when pickers could be $Xpected to make· 
do with any kind on accommodation has 
definitely passed ·and it be,hoves every growe·r 
to take careful stock of his position and to 
make sure· that the accommodation he is a·ble 
to offer fruitpickers is up to the required stan
dard. 

It would not be too much to say that good 
accdmmodation this year might easily result 
in a sufficiency of pickers for the growers' 
crop. Poor or even indifferent aC'cominoda
tion might result in pickers refusing to take 
the positions offered to them. 

Whilst everyone connected! with the indus
try realises the difficulties that lie ahead, the 
organising this year is more advanced than 
at a corresponding stage last year, and it is 
evident that everything that can be done to 
ensure the successful harvesting of the crop 
now on the vines will be enthusiastically and 
en~r.getically carried out. 
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Seasonal Notes 
By A. V. Ly-on, M.Ag.Sc. 

There have been no setbacksi since the frost, 
and the setting of the grapes i:s now safely 
over. There has been an exc.ellent setting of 
sultana.s, with rather less fall -or berries than 
usuaL 

We have had the usual reports of falling 
sultana berries, but it must be remembered 
that with sultanas, a realisation of 25 per cent. 
of berries fr-om the tlowers is quite normal; 
·and fallen berries under the vines are in evid~ 
ence each year. 

One expected setback might come fr·OE the 
larvae of the light :brown apple moth. There 
has ·been much less spraying for bunch pro
tection- than usual, due no doubt to manpower 
shortage, and also to a 1shortage of arsenate 
of lead. So we can expect rather mor,e than 
the usual percentage loss rrom the apple 
moth, with the added disadvantage of some 
"spoil" in the bunches .. 

All vines are looking well as far as growth 
is concerned; and the advancement of the 
shoots., with sound irrigation for the summer, 
should ensure proper development of the ber
ies. Much, of course depends on the s-ummer 
season, most of which is still ahead of us. 

Oidium is now with us, and this insidious 
diseas,e always n.eeds watching. If sulphuring 
is not already done, no time should be lost 
in applying the dust. Oidium is with us every 
year, and has a nasty habit or ,sneaking into· 
the vineyard in proportions that we Nttle ex
pect. 

Currant setting is as usual sound. All cur .. 
rant shoots, h-owever, bear bunches; and the 
ulti...""llate- crop is dependent -on tile nature of 
the season, which $s. satisfactory so far. Gordo 
setting is irreg-ular in, parts of the settlement, 
with coulure (n-on-setting and branch abscis
·sion) showing ·on oo~e individual $hoots. 

DRIED TREE FRUITS 
Satisfactory Prices Fixed For 

1943 Season 
Following negotiations between the Austra

lian Dried Fruits Association and the Prices 
Branch, an agreement has riOw been retached 
in regard to fixation of prices for dried tree 
fruits. The A.D.F.A. repres-entatives were not 
ab1e to co·nvince the :rrices Conimissioner that 
an increase was justified in regard to peeled 
l}eaches, .but, as will be seen, satisf!actory 
arrang,ements 'have .been made in the case of 
the other dried tree fruits. This is a further 
exemplification of the close contact maintained 
''by th-e A.D.F.A. ·with the authorities, who.s1e co
operation is -so necessary for the satisfactory 
disposal of the dri·ed fruit·s crop. 

It will be noted from the list of prices here
under that all rates are f.o.b. net. This will 
be of gl"leat assistance to South Australian 
growers as no interstate charges levy will be 
necessary. 

'The prices represent approximately £25 per 
ton more than last year, and apply to the ser
vices -only, ·but at present it does not 'appear 
that there will.·be any -excess for civilian trade. 

5- Crown 
4 Crown 
3 Crown 
2 Crown 

APRICOTS 
Choice 
per lb. 
Is><> 
r5od 
14i\d 

1 Crown ..... . 
14d 
12i\d 

Slabs · 
Plain .... 

PEACHES 
4 Crown .... 13d 

12od 
nod 
9od 

3 Crown 
2 Crown 
l Crown 
Slabs 
Plain, .. 

4 Crown 
3 Grown 
2 Crown 
1 Crown 
S'lahs 
Plain .. 

5 Crown 
4 Crown 
3 Crown 
2 ·Crown 
1 Crown 
Slabs 
Plain .. 

PEELED PEACHES 
14i\'d 
14d 
13d 
lld 

NECTARINES 
00 00 00 • Ho<> 

13!d 
12od 
lli\d 

9;\d 

Dried 
per lb. 
16d 
15d 
14ltd 
13N 
12d 
13d 
12ltd 

12od 
12d 
lld 
8£d 
8;\d 
,S!d 

14d 
13~d 
12i\d 
lOltd 
9~d 
9id 

13i\d 
12id 
lli\d 
lO§d 
8d 
8d 
8d 

PEARS 
4 Crown ..... . 
3 ·Crown ........... . 
2 Crown ........... . 
1 Crown Cored . . . . . . . 
1 Crown Uncored . . . . . . 
Slabs . . . . . . . 
Plain ............. . 

12;!d 
ll.id 
10~d 
Sid 
8d 

llid 
lld 
9id 
Sd 
7i\d 
Sd 
sod 

FURTHER PLANTINGS DRIED VINE 
FRUITS 

The question of further plantings of vines 
for the production of dri·ed vine fruits was dis
cuss·ed at the December meeting of the Board 
of Management, following the knowledge that 
representations are .being made· to certain 
bodies for the settlement of returned soldiers 
and. the following resolution was carried:-

"That the Board views with concern, repre
sentatic•ns being. ma-de to the State Govern
ment Departments an·d, others, for extension 
of the dried fruits producing areas for s·ettle
ment of soldiers -from organisations which have 
little or .now knowl'edge of the problems con
fronting this industry in the marketing of its 
products. This Board requests the various 
State Governments to giv·e the fullest con
sid-eration to these representations and to see 
that the Governments are made acquainted 
with the pro·blems of the industry and that no 
extension should be considered wit·hout due re
gard to the marketing problems inv'Olved." 

PERSONAL 
At the December me,eting of the Board of 

M-anagement it was reported that Messrs. H. D. 
Howie an·d J. D. Murdoch were both indisposed 
and unable to •be present. It is !·earned, how
ever, that both th'ese genUemen are recovering 
from their i~disposition and are up and about 
again. 

Mrs. Ernes.tine Hill, who as growers will all 
remember, wrote "Water into Gold," has had 
great succeBs with her latest book, "My Love 
:Must Wait." This, is the story of Matthew 
Flinders' life, his loves, his ups and downs, 
and above all his remarkable spirit. It tells 
in novel form how he circled Australia, and 
the story reveals the· reason for :many of the 
place names around the Australian coast. 

Mrs. Hill's ,style in "My Love MUst Wait" 
has been described as better if anything than 
her :previous. books, and this is high prais-e in
deed: 

Mr. L. H. 0' Donnell, of •Curlwaa, was again 
the Chairman of the Federal uouncil Confer
ence, and it was in no small measure due to 
his efficient handling of the meeting that the 
agend~ :was disposed of .so expeditiously. At 
the conclusion of the conference a- hearty vote 
of thanks was· pas-sed· to Mr. O'Donnell. 

One personality missing from the Federal 
CouncH was Mr. H. R. Jones, of Co~operated 
Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. At the opening 
of the conference M;r. H . .U • .aowie, O.B.E., 
stated that Mr. Jones was 1s.eriously ill and 
conference telegraphed regret at Mr. Jones' 
illn-ess and Wishes for his ·speedy recovery and 
a renewal o-f his active ass-ociation with Coun
cil bus.iness. 

Later in thoq proceedings the chairman an
nounced that "- telegram had been received 
fro-m Mr. J·on-es conveying his· best wishes. to 
delegates for a successful conference. The 
telegram was lodged early that morning, and 
consequently was not S'ent in acknO.wledgement 
of conference's telegram to Mr. Jone.s. It show
ed that Mr. Jones' heart was W'ith the Coun
cil at the- conference. 

It is, pleasing to learn that Mr. Jones was 
making satisfactory progres1s when the "News" 
Went to press. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life ill Dried Fruits 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
34, dated 3rd August, 1'934, has been ap
proved and Letters Patent issued w_hich 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Este['s, and the Patentees intend to 
a-ssert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention.. 
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Standardisation ,of Box Marking 
Problems Created By War~thpe Conditions 

to convince the right man if they could reach 
him. 

The discussion on standardisation of box m:arking at Federal Council was a 
striking exemplification of the earnest desire of the industry to do its utmost 
to comply with United Kingdom requirements in war time. Delegates dis
played keen sympathy with the problems confronting the buyers of dried fruits 
and decided to co-operate wh;lehearteclly with them. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom declared the Ex
port C'ontrol Board knew the right people. The 
difficulty was that it is not known when ships 
were going, or into what ports thR-y were to 
discharge. The .Mini1r::try wanted to tell the lab
orers what marks to look for. In some cases 
the" native laborers could not read the mark
ings, and had to gn by colors. Allowance must 
be made for the fact that there was a, war on. 
and that the London buyers had very good 
reasons for 'what they we,re as:k;ing. They were 
selling everything at the once. price, and they 
did not want too, much on the boxes. They 
wanted "6·0" on the .boxes without "1bs. net'~ 
as they did not want any claims for waste. 
Those marking.s might cost 6d or 1/- a ton 
more, but he thought the requirements should 
be complied with. The arrangements for send
ing to Melhourne were simple, as it was mere~ 
ly a matter of putting on what had riot to be 
scraped off. 

-Mr. H. D. HoWie, introducing the subject, 
:said he was one .of the members at a confer
·ence: on the subject in Melbourne. They came 
to a joint decision on the question, and he 
und(;;)rstood that Mr. ColbY undertook to get hi 
touch with all the Packers. 

Mi-. Colby, Department of Commerce, stat
·ed t11at conference decided on the steps to be'" 
take'b in marking box.es. The first step would 
be the word "sultana/' and the word "crown' 
at one end, and the second, say for 3 cr·OWll 
sultanas "3" and also the letters "M 0 F" on 
the top left hand corner, ~nd the figure "60" 
on the top right hand corner, and ·on the lids, 
3 crowil in group 3. The letters M.O.F. and 
also the group figure 60, and the group- marks 
to be stencilled ·on when shipping to the M:in
istry of Food. Those steps WorKed . all right 
in Mildura where packers stored their. own 
fruit, but it was a, difficult problem in South 
Australia where fruit was ,stored in Adelaide 
They still contended ·that lit would be better 
to have the words ".sultana 3 crown" on than 
have other markings that would have to be 
·scraped off. For shipment to Ganada the first 
step would be still "sultana" and the wor-d 
"''crown,' the second step "1su1tanas 3 cro"Wn," 
:and the third, ",sultanas 3 crown and 60-lbs 
net." In 'addition there was the date stamp 
and the type mark to go on the end of the 
boxes. The boxes would be marked 3 over 
CPSC "Qn the ;lids. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA'S PROBLEM 

Mr. E. N. Seary said the problem ·arose in 
South Australia where the packing houses on 
the riv·er were not able to store the bulk of 
their packed fruit prior to shipping to Cana.da 
or the United Kingdom. The problem became 
acute when a number of companies sent down 
to a collective stor.e, for shipment to Canada or 
the United Kingdom as t-he occasion :r:equired. 
'They could see that they could put the figUre 
~60 on the .boxes, but the' question of ty.pe mark
ing came into it. For London no tYPe mark 
went on. For Cana11.a the type m'ark must go 
on. To ;be able to put the type mark on, the 
'box must ·be marked in some way so that the 
person consigning, it knew what the type mark 
was. They had reached the. stag.e at which 
a mean could be taken between the require
ments for London and Can'M..a, the only point 
at issue was whether the- tYPe mark could be 
_put on. 

Gr€at difficulty was experienced at Port 
Adelali.de in separating the fruit, and in trying 
to comply 'With the requirements of the De
partment, .somettmes at 1short notice when 
the marKing liad to be done :With volunteer 
labor, and at overtime rates. Ir the procedure 
eould· be si!'llpfi::fied it would help the position 
next year. 

Mr. Colby declared it was not ·exactly the 
order of the department that kept the type 
mark off, it was the wish of the -Ministry of 
Food in London. 

U. K. REQUIREMENTS 

Mr. J. R. Jemison said he did not know 
whether the difficulties were macte. clear when 
that contract was made. The manpower prob
lem was just ll!S' acute_ here as ,in the U.K., 
and it" .seemed supertluDus to have to put MOF 
on the boxes. Putting on "Group ~" only a_dded 
to the difficulties. Then thm·e was the figure 
"60" when 60lbs. net was necessary for Can
ada and Australia, and if it could not be put 
on the boxesr fqr London, the position became 
·confusing. The State law said that the date 
should be on the end of the boxes, 'but for the 
U.K. it must he on the lid. When the ne-xt 
c-ontract was under Consi-deration we should 
submit that Australian markings must be ac
cepted. ·Markings might have to be scraped 
off 10,000 boxes as it could not ·be told before
hand where the fruit was going. If some idea 
w:as given where the fruit was going it could 
'be branded in the most economical way. What 
was wanted was a standardisation Of brands 
'Which could be is1sued w_:eeks before the pack
ing 1started. 

Mr. P. Malloch said all those po!ints had 
been submitted in writing to the -U.K., but 

they rejected everything suggested. Despite all 
that had been said they reiterated, "and the 
markings we want on the ends of the boxes 
are these." The po1s1tion was that the Min:is~ 
t"ry'.s requirements had to· be complied with. 
Uni(ed Kingdom was buying 3 crown sultanas. 
Why they eould not take theiD as. that is all 
they want? They must have, .however, MOF, 
60 and the group num:ber. He could not ex
plain or understand it, but that was what 
Britain wanted, and that was what they were 
paying the money for. 

Mr. H. W. Newton ( WooctsOin and Go. Ltd.): 
The instructions: regarding the branding for 
London came out first. 'rhey had a cable 
asking to .ship so many 60-lb box.es marked 
QPSC 

BRANDING VARIATIONS 

Mr. C. W. Till said acc-Ording to the South 
Australian regulations, the branding must be 
on the end, and in N.s.w. aLso, and in Vic~ 
tnria the branding was to be as approved by 
the Board. New Zealand certainly wanted the 
cases br'and.ed on the end. They began brand
ing for the United Kingdom on the ellrd., ·but 
were told that it had to go on the lid, then on 
the other end. As to the letters CPSC, at the 
beginning of the season they had tO' 1be in inch 
letters. His com,pany had sent away two 
trucks, and the next afternoon was told that 
the letters had to be 2", and the rest of the 
contract was filled with CPSC in 2" letters. 

Mr. A. J. IOhapman: Complaints were receiv
ed from Port Adelaid·e that labor was unobtain~ 
able for this work. 

Mr. R. F .. Trott asked was it possible for the 
London representative ro approach the matter 
through other channels. They mJght be able 

OFF-SETTING RISING 
COSTS OF PRODUCTION 
The chairman of -th,e A.D.F.A., Mr. H. D. 

Howie, discussing the incr·easing ·costs of pro~ 
duction said that the Board had always had 
the rising cost of prod,uction in mind. It 
would be of interest to note that an increase of 
£4 a ton had been obtairied on sultanas in 
the United Kingdom, of £2/10/ in Canada, £4 
in New Zealand, an-d in Australia of §d. per lb. 
on 2 and 1 crown ari-d plain g.i'ades. For cur
rants there was an increase of £8 per ton in 
:the United Kingdom, nil in Canada, except fO•r 
a slight increase in exchan@e·, New Zealand 
£4, and, §.cL per lb. on all grades in Australia·. 
For lexias a,nd walthams, the increase was "£5 
per ton in the United Kindem, in Canada nil, 
except for the exchang.e· increase, in New Zea· 
land £4, and in the Commonwealth §d. per 
lb. on 4, 3 and 2 crown. Prunes were advanc~ 
ed l!Jd. per lb all round. For apricots, peaches, 
nectarines and pears it was not possible to get 
more than in 1941, but the Board would try to 
get higher rates in 1943. 

"WARATAH" 
FENCING -PRODUCTS 

• 

THIE_"well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netting, 

barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in defence and in order to maintain maximum 

production for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

lo restrict wire supplies to essential services. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire products and their 

customers may be assured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available, and in the meantime it 

will be realised that any inconvenience caused by the present 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Office: 422 Little (()l!ins Street, Melbolll'lle. 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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Mer be in Research Station • Meettng 
Review of Advisory Committee Discussions Irrigation Areas (present member Mr. E. J. 

Hudson, of Yenda); one electe-d by growerS
of dried vine fruits whose holdings are situat
ed in New South Wales elsewhere than on 
the Murrumbidgee Irrigati-on Area:s: (present 
member Mr. L. B. O'Donnel, of Curlwaa); one 
elected by growerS· of dried tree fruits, whose 
holdings are situated in the Young and Koora
wath-a districts (present member Ljeut. Col. 
the Hon. Thos. Steele, M.L.C., of Young and 
Sydney); one elected by growers of dried tree 
furits, whose holdings are· :s:ituated in New 
South Wales elsewhere than in the Young· and 
Koorawatha districts (pres·ent member Mr. P. 
Cox, of Griffith). 

The Advisory Conunittee of the Research Station met during the last week 
m November and the attendance was excellent, the only absentees being Mr. 
Oscar Weste, of 'Renmark, and Mr. Andrew, of Waikerie. This committee is 
drawn from the horticultural areas between Swan Hili and Waikerie, S.A. 

The representation included Messrs. J. LOch
head, D. C .. Winterbottom and J. Gordon (Mil
dura district); E. J. Casey, A. Rawlings, A.· 
Lever (Merbein) ; A . .1:!1. Cameron, W. Heays
man (Red Cllffs);__ Syd. Taylor {Curlwaa); S. 
Heaysman (Coomeal1a), J. Caffrey, P. Byrnes, 
R. Q_. P.olkinghorne and R. Limon (Nyah and 
Woorinen), and A. R. McConchie (S.W.W.C.)" 
Dr Colin Barnard, of the Divislon of Plant In
dustry C.S. and I.R. was also present. 

In welcoming the delegates, the chairman 
congratulated Mr. Byrnes, who was attend'ing 
his first meeting since his election to the Leg
islative Council of Victoria. 'l'he chairman also 
referred to the death of Mr. ll'. K. Watson, who 
as chairman of the Advisory committee of 
the Griffith Station, had frequently attended 
the meetings. Members placed on record the 
valuable work carried out by Mr. Watson in 
the d-evelopment of the irrigation areas. 

Mr. Byrnes, in reply, stated that the dried 
fruit areas formed an important part ·Of his 
electorate, and he hoped to attend all their 
meetings in order to assist in every possible 
way in the solution of the various problems 
.of the. :industry. 

STAFF PROBLEMS 

In receiving the J'.ninutes of the previous 
meeting, the chairman pointed -out that the 
work of the station was now influenced by a 
reduction of about 50 per cent in the staff, all 
of whom were dire-ctly concerned with war 
work; and five of whom were in the fighting 
torces. 

Some departure in the ordinary :investiga
ti-o-ns had been inevitable, and the reports -of 
the Station would show that production o-f 
drugs and other additional products now form
ed part-' of the programme. 

The Advisory ·Committee is empowered, on 
behalf of the dried fruit areas, to suggest to 
the Council for . Scientific and Industrial Re

'searr:h, any proble:ms affecting the industry as 
a whole on the more important settlements, 
particularly. The work of the station extends 
over producti-on, processing and packing prob
lems; and the representation covers all these 
i'nterests. 

F-or example, Messrs Winterbottom, Casey 
and- Byrnes have executive interests in pack~ 
fing houses; Mr. Rawlings is a member of the 
State Board and also the Regional Agricultural 
Committee; Messrs. Andrews, Taylor, and 
·Cameron are: chiefly interested in citrus. In 
add ~tion ~ost of the members are successful 
horticulturists, who have won a place for them~ 
selves in some aspect of the dried fruit indus· 
try's organisation. 

SUPPLIES FOR INDUSTRY 

Ord:lnarily, the chief business of the com
mittee is to review the research work in pro
gress, and to raise addWonal problems and 
initiate the necessary investigations. In war· 
time, however, much of the work of the -sta
tion is necessarily directed more to the com
mercial aspect of production and processing; 
and to the special. products found necessary 
,in war-time. So we find that the agenda paper 
has for the present altered its characteristics. 

Subjects discussed included the supplies for 
the industry; and arrangements were made for 
a direct approach to the Hegional Committee 
in connection with the shortage of fertilisers, 
spray material, processing materials, and in 
special cases, manpower. 

Seasonal reports covered special arrange
ments for irrigation in relation to fuel short
age; the estimate of sultana yield, which based 
on bunch counts show a reduction of 10 to 15 
per cent; and the incidence of frost, particul
arly as regards irrigation arrangements. The 
highly special:ised work in fruit processing was 
also discussed. This includes the readjustment . 
of dips due to altered supplies, and advance· 
ment in treating, .or even retrieving, dried 
fruit damaged by rain at the end of last sea
son. 

Some time ago, the chairman (Mr. Lochhead) 
interviewed Commonwealth and State author
ities in the endeavor to secure organised con· 
siderations of all extensions .of irrigation, 
based on water supply, available markets; suit
ability of the land, and the general balance 
of the interests concerned. · 

The basis of the· proposed organisation was 
suggested at a conference on "Water Conser· 
vation an£1. Irrigation" convened by the Prem
ier of New South Wales held :in Sydney in 
April, 1939. This conference pas:s.ed a number 
of resolutions, two of which appeal particul
arly for post war S-ettlement in irrigation 
.areas: 

"That, having in mind the important part 
which the conservation of water has played, 
and is destined to play, :in thG development 
of Australia, this conference is of the opin· 
ion that a permanent advisory council or com· 
mittee, consiSting of representatives from each 
State and from the Commonwealth, should 
be formed to consi0.er and adviSe on those 
problems relating to the conservation and util
lisation of water, which are of national and 
interstate interest and importance." 

·CONSIDERATION OF MARKETS 

A !S.econd resoluti-on, in regard to markets, 
reads as follows: 

"That one of the subjects for periodic con
sideration by- the propo.sed water Oonserva
tion and Irrigation ·Council should be the type 
of production to be considered or avoided
thus involving consjderation or markets for 
·irrigation products generally.'' 

Th8se proposals have naturally beeu shelved 
for the present; -but now that post-war land 
settlement is heing considered, the question of 
organisation on lines suggested above is again 
raised. 

On the occasion of the recent visit of Mr. 
Judd, of the Reconstruction Branch of the 
Department of National :s,ervice, Mr. A. E. 
Cameron placed the view of the Advisory Coin
mittee and of the Mildura Development Com
mittee before Mr. Judd. The matter was again 
discussed at the recent meeting of the Advis
ory Committee of the Merbetn :Station, with a 
view to post-war extensiOns in the Middle and 
Lower Murray Areas. 

N.S.W. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

General Election Of Members 
The term of office of the present elected 

members of the Ne'W South Wales Dried 
Fruits Board will expire ·On ]'ebruarY 28, 1943, 
The next election of membl:lrs will be held on 
February 15, 1943. 

The Board consists of five members, viz., 
one, appointed by the Governor, who is chair
man (Mr. G. J. Evatt, a Commissioner for 
VV:ater Oonservation and Irrigation); one elec· 
ted by growers of dried vine fruits, whose 
holdings are situated on the Murrumbidgee 

In connection with the forthcoming election 
the Water Con.serv•ation and Irrigation Com
missi-on has prepared a list of growers who ap
pear to -be entitled to vote. A copy of the list 
may ·be inspected without fee until Janua.ry 4, 
1943, at the Local Offices of the ·water Conser
vation and Irrig.atio.n Commission, or at Court 
H-ouses throughout the dried fruits areas. 

All gro\-Yers ar-e 'advised to inspect the list 
in order that the roll of growers used for the 
purposes of the election may ,be as complete 
as possible. 

.CLAIMS FOR ENROLMENT 

Claims for enrolment •by persons eligible to 
vote and whos,e names do not appear on the 
list, and objections to any names on the list 
may be submitte-d in writing to the Secretaryt 
Water Conservation and Irrigation Commis
.sion, Farrer Place (Box 2708C, G.P.O.), Sydney, 
and must be in his hands on or before January 
4, 1943. 

All growers in New South \:Val,e-s are eligible 
for enrolment providing they have (a) during 
the current season or one ·of the two preceding 
seasons produced more than 5 cwt. of dried 
vine fruits (dried currants, dded sultanas, lex
ias and dried bhanez); or (b) during the cur
rent season or each of 'at least three of the, five 
preceding seasons produced more than 5 _cwt. 
of dried tr-ee fruits (dried prunes, dried 
peaches, dried apricots, -dried nectarines and 
drie·d Pears). 

Nominations of candidates in the st~tutory 
form will be received by Mr. C. N. Hall, Re
turning Officer, for the election, addressed to 
him care of the Water Conservation and Irriga
ti-on Commission, Sydney, up to 4 p.m. on Janu
ary 8, 1943. Forms for the -purpose are at
tached to the ex-hibited lists of g.rowers. 

Each candidate for electiorn may, by leUer 
signed ·bY him in the· presence of a witness, 
a·ppoint one person to ·be :scruti!!eer at the poll
ing place, which will he situated in Sydney. 

A.D.F.A. SECRETARY'S REPORTS 
Tabled At Federal Council 

At the Federal Gouncil meeting of the 
A.D.R.A., the secretary, Mr. W. N. Sumner, pre~ 
sented reports on hail insurance, labor for 
harvesting, low prices of fruit (especially cur
rants), accident insurance, coal supplies, cored 
p-ears and increased dried fruits production. 

These co:-.nprehensive reports were available 
to any interested de·legate to tlJ.e Council. 

'"""'"'''"'''"'''''"'"''""'''''"'''''""'""'''''''''"""'"''''"'."""'''"""'""'"""'""'''""'''"""'''"'''''''''''''''''"'''''''''''''''''''''''"'''''''""''''"'' 

A HANDY BARROW 

The above illustration shows a most useful asset on the block: As shown the moving of 
full sweats when stacking on the drying ground is facilitated. In these times when growers 
are forced to improvise this single handed barrow will prove a boon. 
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Distribution of Liquid Fuel 
tonnage .of Prunes was released for the use 
-of infants and young children. 

The following table gives the ea,timated pack 
of the various varieties. for Season 1942:

Total .Pack A.D.F.A. 

Constructive Suggestions Advanced 
Tons Tons 

Prunes 3,179 2,446 
Apricots 1,7~2 1,331 
Peaches 3H9 347 

Among the wide variety of matters, all of interest !o the industry, discussed 
at Federal Council was the problem presented hy the pooling of fuel under the 
Petrol Pool and the consequent curtailment of country deliveries of liquid fuel. 

Nectarines 
Pears 

2'1 
!J/)2 

5,619 

20 
238 --

4,382 

Mr. G. J. Hyndman explained that the motion 
-was submitted as the formati-on of Pool Pet" 
Toleum Pty. Ltd. had necessitated driving into 
Mildura to obtain fuel supplies. 'l'he difficulty 
"had now been removed by the appo:intment 
of lOcal agents. 

Mr. J. L. Wetherall stated that South Aus· 
tralia had not had much satisfaction. His 
IJacking house us.ed to obtain supplies from the 
Loxton depot, but now their growers h'ad to go · 
18 miles to Berri or 22 miles to Waikerie. Their· 
district considered that it was entitled to the 
_same conditions as others. It was out of the 
·question for grpwers to go to other districts be
cause of the .shortage of petrol. He had taken 
the matter up with Members of Parlia:ment, 
but without r.esults, and then with the man
power representative, but up to date had had 
no satisfaction. The Board of Management 
should approach the Federal Government. 

Mr. C. W. Till said since .Pool Petroleum 
Pty. Ltd. took over the ::3hell depot at Ren
mark, they had to send up by road, or the 
giowcr had to go 9 m:iles. for his supplies. They 
had prote:sted, but were told that the creation 

. ·of the pool was 'a war-time measure, and that 
it was realis-ed that some inconvenience would 
De caused in some towns by tfre· withdrawal of 
the agency. 

Mr. R. Curren declared the arrangement only 
-defeated is own intention. It meant that grow-

ers had to go into the supply depot, p.ay cash 
and ia.-ke it out. It might mean that- 25 grow
·ers had each to drive their own vehicles, use 
petr·ol, wear 25 ,gets of tyres in travellfng 1 to 
6 miles. 

Mr. P. Malloch pointed out as far as Mildura 
was concerned, they had arranged with Pool 
Petroleum Products to deliver supp-lies to in
dividual settlers. 

Mr. H. H. Goodman: GroWers now had to 
go into Nyah {)r W·oorinen. 

Mr. G. J. Hyndman: Did that mean that in·· 
Mildura it was not necessary for the growers 
to go into the agency. 

Mr. P. Malloch .said that if g1·owers com· 
municated with the agent the drmn was. deliv
ered at a cost of 2/6d. '!'hey still req_ui.red 
payment of cash 'on delivery~ The gro,wer 
could arrange for the packing houses to pick 
it up for him. Those changes were not made 
until complaints were made. lt seemed to be 
a State matter rather than a Federal one as 
the Mildura concession was obtained from the 
State authorities. 

·Council then agreed on the motion: That 
this Conference request the Board of Man
ageme,nt to approach the Federal Govern
ment and Pool Petroleum Pty. Ltd. ask
ing that every district have the same 
treatment as regards deliveries of kero
se,ne. 

ATTENDANCE AT FEDERAL COUNCIL 
Growers Strongly Represented 

-The 1942 Federal Council held at Town Hall, 
Mildura on October 27, saw growers elected 
representatives. present ,in full force in spite 
of the difficulties of travel and Labor in war 
time. It is of interest to note the very higb, 
percentage of full time growers elected to the 
A.D.F.A. Council and .to the Board of Manage-. 
ment. The basis of the election for the Board 
of Management of the As,sociation is that four 
out of the seven members ·Shall be bona-fide 
growers, and in actual fact five of the seven 
a-re growNs, working their own properties, and 
t~us in practical day to day touch with the 
problems of the industry. 

Under the rules of the A.D . .B\A. three repre
sentatives --of the Agents are permitted to at
tenll Federal ·Council and agents are also en
titled to be represented at the Hoard of Man
ageriient-to vote only on matters affecting the 
.selUng side. A very desirable help to those 
elected hv growers, to implement the will -of 
the ,industry . 

The following were· present at the Confer
ence:-

Victoria: Cr. A. J. Chislett (in place of Ct. 
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D. A. Walter), J. Henshilwood, E. J. Casey, 
G. J. Hyndman, A. Raw'lings, :S. G. CU1ler,. 
J. Vi-. A. McGregor, R. J'. Bradford, H. V. Davey 
A. E. Hazel, A. L. Marin, H. H. Goodman. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Board Action Reported 

At .the December me-eting of the Board of 
Management further consideration was given 
to the resolutions passfld at Federal Council, 
and it was re.ported that the following action 
h'ad ,been· taken:-
. Depreciation of Orchards: A letter dated 30th 
November, 1942, was receiv•ed from the Non
Irrigated Council A.oD.F.A., Nuriootpa, S.A., 
gaving ce·rtain information to enable the 
Board to state a ca.se to the Commissioner of 
Taxation for depreciation allowance on 
orchards. 

It was decided that the information 1he' hand
ed to Mr. P. ·;Malloch, with a view to the pre· 
paration of a case to :be .submitted to th-e Com
missioner of Taxation. 

Publicity: 'fhe d·ecison of the F\ederal co·un
cil me·eting in respect to publicity expenditure 
was considered by the Board and it was de
ci-ded, to refer same to Mr. Howie to convey to 
the next meeting of the Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committe-e. 

Sultanas - Standards f-or Brown Type: It 
was resolved that the decision of Federal 
Council in thiS matt~r and report of the discus
sion be forw<J.:rded to Mr. R. P .. Allen, Chie-f 
Fruit Inspector, and also to the members of 
the Grade Fixing Committees Season 1943. 

Po·ol P-etroleum Pty. Ltd.: The Secretary re
ported on correspondence received from Mr. 
R. A. Haynes, a{lvising that the trouble in re
gard to supplies of tractor fuel at King,ston-on
Murray had been successfully negotiated with 
the authorities in Ad·el'aid,e·. 

A letter was also received from the Red 
Cliffs Branch A.D.F.A. advising dissatisfac
tion with arrangements made for the distribu
tion of tractor fuel in that district. The· Sec
retary reported interviewing Mr. Hindmarsh, 
of Pool Petr-oleum Pty. Ltd., who stated that it 
was impossible to ·comply with the request oof 
the Red Cliffs Branch of th·e A.D.F.A. It was 
agreed that the branch could now only await 
a reply to their repr.esentations to the Minister. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED 
FRUIT CROP, 1942 

Interesting Statistics In 
A.D.F.A. Secretary's Report 
T>he following are ·extracts from a com

prehensive statistical report presented to Fed· 
eral Council by 1\fr. W. N. Sumner, Secretary 

Australdan Dried Fruit Associati-on:-

The Australian Dried Vine .B'ruit crop for 
. season 1942 is estimated to yield 91,700 ton.s, 
compared with 79,733 tons in 1941; Excellent 
drying weather 'WaS experienced in the earlY 
part of the season, with the result that cur
rants were generally of better quality than 
the previoUs season. The earlY packed Sul
tanas consisted of the higher grades, but when 
the drYing sea:s-on finished abruptly 8arly in 
April, a large tonnage of ·both Sultanas and 
Lexias were on the racks and this fruit had to 
be finished ·off by dehydration. 

The estimated yield o-f Vine Fruits in the 
Commonwealth f{)r Season U42, according t{) 
lates~ official advices, is:-

CUrrants Sultanas Lexias Total 
Tons Tons Tons Tons 
8,507 41, 7"4 4,808 55.109 
8,705 12,315 3,298 24,318 
1,394 7,511 522 9,427 

Victoria 
South Aust. 
N.S.W. 
Western Aust. 2,424 331 91 2,8.!6 

21,030 61,.51 8,719 91,700 
The As-sociation Agents report an estimated 

pack pf-Currants·, 19,952 tons; Sultanas, 59,· 
550 tons; Lexias, 8,239 tons. 'l'otal, 87,381 
tons .. 

On the for.egoing :figures, the percentage of 
the Vine Fruits handled by the Association is 
Currants, 92.6 per cent.; Sultanas, 96.1 per 
cent.; Lexias, 94.4 per cent.; {)r 95.2 per cent. 
of the total crop, as compared to 95.2 per cent. 
in 1941 Season. 

Tree Fruits.-The· estimated Australian pack 
of Dried Troee Fruits for Season 1942 is 5619 
tons, -compared with 49'36 tons in 1'941. The 
tonnage of Apricots, Peache·s, Nectarines and 
Pears harvesteU in 1942 W'as in each variety 
less than in 1941, but Prunes show an appreci
able increase. The whole production of Dried 
Tr:ee Fruits this year was requisitioned for Ser
vice requirements, but subsequently a small 

South Australia: C W. '!'Ill, H. Curren, J. L. 
Wetherall, R. F. Trott, A. J. Chapman, J. R • 
Jemison, E. N. Seary. 

New so.uth Wales: R. J. Heron, L. B. O'Don
nell, S. E. Keenan, S. Broom. 

Members of the Board of Management: H. D. 
Howie, O.B.E., J. H. Gordon, lil. J. Hudson, 
A. R. Lawrence, P. Malloch, J. B. Murdoch, 
D. C. Wlinterbottom 

Agents' Representatives: Mes-srs. 0. A. Fred
erick (Co-operated Dr:ied ]'ruits ::3ales. Pty. Ltd) 
H. W. Newton (G. Wood :Son and Co. Ltd.),. 
T. F. McKay (Nyah Fruitgrowers' Oo-Op. Co~ 
Ltd.). 

OVERTIME RArfES IN CAliFORNIA 
C0nsideration by the Wage-Hour at Washing

ton of the se,ason character of fruit and vege-
table handling operations it is now expected, 
may lt:lad the AdministratoT to .grant an addi· 
tiona! 14 weeks' exemption iil freedom from 
ove·rtime wage cost. It would not seem dif· 
:ficult to Pr·o.ve that the handling and preserv· 
ing of f~esh f,rnits and vegetables is a. ·"sea,. 
sonal'' operation, but that appears necessary 
and as soon as the obVious is admitted, the 
California fruit industry is expected to have 
the o-pportunity {)f the additional hours during 
the season without o-v.ertime p·enalty in wage 
erst. 

The Wage-Hour Administrator has_ expressed 
a willingness to reCeive ·applications from the 
fresh fruit and vegetable industries here for 
classification as industries of a seasonal nature 
under Section 7 of the Act and is expected 
here to agree. This would give an additional 
14 weeks to the present 14 weeks' exemption, 
or a total of 28 weeks altogether, without over~ 
time, if the hours do not exceed 56 per week. 
Such may be up to 12 hours in any one day, 
provided the minimum pay is at least 30 cents 
an hour.-"California Fruit News." 

.,,,,,,,,.,,"'''"'''""'"''""'""''"'"""'"""'"'"'""""'i''''""""'""'" rn""'"'"""""'"""''''''""'""'''"'''''''"'"''''''"'''""'''''""'"""'""''-'J 
<':= 

1943 GRADE FIXING COMMITTEE 

The members of the 1943 Season Grade Fixing Committee: are as follows:

Mildura Packers Association . . . . . . 
Vine Fruits 

.. *P. Malloch 

Nyah and W{)orinen . . . . • • . . . . 
F. McGlasson. 

•• *A. S. P. Basey 
K. McAlpine 

South Australian River Packers• Asscoiation • *J. R. Jemison 

Non-Irrigated Areas-South Australia. 

Murrumbidgee Irri~tion Areas 

Victorian Agents 

South Austral:ian Agents . . . . . . 

New South Wales Agents • . . . 

E. N. Seary 
.• *D.- Farmer 

T. B. Rake 
.. *E. W. Johns 

J. Boag 
H. R. J{)nes 
T. F. McKay 
H. W. Newton 
H. R. Jones · 
J. Alpen 

"'COnvenor 

Tree Fruits·. 
*D. C. Winterbottom 
A. R. Hampton 

*J. R. Jemison 
E. N. Seary 

*D. Farmer 
R. P. Shepley 

*E. W. Johns 
R. ~allinson 
H. R. Jones 

T. F. McKay 
H. W. Newton 
H. R. Jones 
T. Steele. 
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WAR DAMAGE 
INSURANCE 

Services Appreciated 
Following, the inauguration of t'he scheme 

agreed to by the War Damage Insuranc-e, Com· 
mission, whereby the A.D.F.A. would under
writ~ the premiums on behalf of the industry 
and collect these from agents and packers 
(who will debit the pool accounts accordingly) 
Mr. Sumner, the association secretary reported 
that he had paid in approximately £3,829 as 
the cover for the quarter on an estimated 
value of £3,829,698, held over the maximum 
period immediately following harvest. As the 
fruit is sold, and the great bulk of it has be·en 
delivered o;r sbipped now, the cover will de
crease each quarter until, by December there 
will be- litHe• in agents' or packers' hands. 

The scheme suggested by the A.D.F.A. is 
appreciated by the Commission in that it has 
to deal only with one unit of the industry in
stead of one hundred. The fa.ct that the com
mission is prepared to acc,ept the association 
head -office estimates and returns for the basis 
of payments is indeed a compliment to the 
good standing of the A.D.F.A. and its executive 
Board of Management-the only ch=eck requir
ed by the Commission, which is a statutory 
body, of course, being a correlation of export 
and home cOnsumption :figures via the Export 
Control Board. 

The scheme not only assists the national 
effort in the elimination of the duplication of 
packing hous'e, and agents' returns, payments, 
etc., to the Commission, but it means a con
siderable saving in time and money to growers 
who ,would ultimately be~a.r the cost of the in
surance paid by these units out of the pools. 

Having regard to the concentration of the 
total p!"eparation of the basis for the complete 
returns being at the head office some apprecia
tion can be had of the immense amount of 
work involved in the setting up of the state
ments. This covere-d .-'the drafting of tne 
agreement between packers and agents, and 
the association under which the loss woul(j_ be 
spread oYer the industry instead of falling on 
the unit involved, together with the estimation 
of stocks held at monthly intervals at packing 
houses in sweats,_ and packed, tat seaboard, 
and at agents' stores. This data multiplied 
by g.rades and varieties a-dded to a large file of 
statistical information, enabled a uniform pro
form:~. to be used thus saving a good deal of 
misconception inevitable in a widespread in
dustry. 

The yery great bulk of this extta work was 
·carried out by Mr. H. R.- Jones, agents' repre
sentative on the Board of Management, and 
Mr. Sumner, secretary, follo·wing decisions of 
the Board relativ-e to the many phase·s- of the 
matter. This work, ,and the extra work of the 
accountant and typiste, is appreciated and. at 
the recent meeting of the Board of Manage

. ment members wer-e unanimous in this re-
gard and requested the chairman, Mr. Howie, 
to recommend some tangible form of thanks 
for the service rendered. 

INSURANCE AROUND AUSTRALIAN 
COAST 

Now that the Commonwealth Government 

War Risk insurance rate of 15/- per £100 is 
operating some savings to the in-dustry are 
pos,sible. The South Australian Interstate 
Charges Fund will be appreciably affected as a 
good deal of this fruit goes prast the State ad
joining. 

The rates previously ruling under the com· 
mercia! policy were: T·o the nearest State, 10/
per cent.; past one State, 20/- per cent.; cer
tain other destinations, 60/- per cent.. The 
15/ now 1a.pplies to all ports. 

GROW MORE POLE OR CLIMBING 
. BEANS 

Pol,e· beans are not grown to the' extent th-ey 
deserve. Practically all beans grown at the 
present time, apart fro-m those produced by 
home gardeners, are confined to the dwarf 
French bean variety, most of which are of only 
average quality. The dwarf varieties appeal 
to · growers because they are comparatively 
easily grown and return heavy yields. The 

-pole beans, however, have many advantages 
over the dwarf vari-eties and should be given 
more attention. 

Beside giving heavier yields pole beans are 
a better quality, being particularly suit:able for 
canning and are more disease resistant than 
the chief commercial dwarf varieties. In ad
dition, __ the beans are more easily gather,e·d 
than French beans. The chief objection to 
the pole beans is the labor involved in erecting 
snpports, but to a large 'extent this is offset 
by the ·advantages referred to. There are 
several useful varieties, of which Epicure is 
perhaps the most po-pular. The pods are com
paratively straight, smooth, medium length and 
very good quality. The variety is a particu
larly heavy yielder, 600 nushels per acre hav
ing been obtained by some grow-ers. 

Kentucky Wo-nder is. also- a popular variety, 
but it is likely that it will be replaced by 
White Seeded Kentucky Won-der, known als-o 
as Fardenlosa and Glory '-of Summer. Th-e 
plants of White Seeded Kentucky Wonder 
closely resemble Kentucky Wonder, but the 
pods are long, greener in color than Epicur,e·,
and stringless. The variety is earlier than 
Epicure. 

Although it is not advocated that pole beans 
be grown e:xclusively, it is thought that grow
ers could use them in ·conjunction with th-e 
dwarf variety. In regard to .sowing, it is 
usual to sow seed six inches apart in rows S 
to 4 feet apart, in much the same manner as 
i~ adopted for French beans. The beans are 
.usually support,ed by long stakes crisRcr·ossed 
in a row or with wire- netting or other suitable 
materials.-A.C. Orman, Senior Agricultural 
Instructor, N.S.W. 

SCIENTISTS fO-OPERATION 
APPRECIATED 

In proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. A. V. 
Lyon, Mr. R. Curren said that delegates were 
grateful to Mr. Lyon for C'oming along to the 
Council meeting 'and giving them the benefit 
every year of his observations and ·experiences 
on which the industry was building up au im· 

. FARM MOUSING SHORTAGE 

Jhe latest development 10 the use of 
Hardie's Fibrolife. Asbestos Cement 
materials_ is the new Jharco Cabin. Its 

prov,ed productive capacity. Mr. R. J. Heron .. 
in seconding. the motion, said that Mr. Lyon 
was a frequent an-d welcome visitor to his dis
trict where th-ey had a Research Station whose 
officers were always ready to give the growe·rs 
any ,'assi,stance possible. 

MATERIALS 
WORKMEN'S 

FOR 
HUTS 

A Practical Suggestion 
Made 

Mr. Roy Geer, manager of Risbey's Pty, Ltn.,. 
Red Cliffs, aftended Fed:eral Council by invi
tation and gave an outline of his firm's plan 
for the provision of huts for workmen at a 
cost of less than £25. 

Mr. Geer explain,ed that he h'ad endeavored 
to deal with th8 problem of accommodation for 
picker.s from the point of view of available 
materials and manpower and in the light of 
the Nationa-l Security Regulations limiting in· 
dividuals to an expenditure of £25 on build
ings without h'aving to obtain permission from 
Canb•erra. A model of the ·struction that had 
been designed was on view. It had over-all 
dimensions of 12ft. by 8ft. 9in. The I)laterials 
included blocks, bearers, flooring joists, floor
ing, cement sheetin'g for the walls and roofs. 
with the timber cut to size and a sh,eet of in
structions and they could be delivered on the 
block at Red Cliffs .for £22/8/6. The cost in 
outlying districts would be higher. Fibrolite 
roofing would have to be used as g'alvanised 
iron was .not obtainable exc,ept for the catch
ment of water. Fly wire was also unobtain
able, but the A:D.F.A. might be able to help in 
securing the release of .some of this material. 
The hut would provide sleeping accommoda
tion only for- three pickers, or living quarters 
fOQ"' two. It would. be necessary for growers 
to place their orders early, ·and not wait until 
January and even later as many did to order 
their rack and timber materials. He would be 
pleased to make the plan and specifications 
available to the Association for the benefit of 
growers in other districts. 

The chairman thanked Mr. Geer fo•r the pl'a.c
tical interest taken in the problem of pickers• 
accommodation. The niatter was one that 
could be take.n up by the ·branches so as to 
give growers an opportunity of placing theil' 
orders in good time. 

CURVED HUT SIMPLIFIES 
HOUSING PROBLEM 

Extra Accommodation For 
Pickers 

Ma:qy •schem-es have been proposed as a po,s
·Sible solution to the acute housing shortage 
facing the urgentlY-n-e·e-d.ed extra help being 
provided by the ManpOwer Authorities of the 

vari-ous Harvesting CommiUees, but probably 
the one which impresses most is a 
new curved Fibrolite Asbestos Cement 
corrugated -sheet cabin manufactured 
by James Hardi'e & Coy. Pty. Limited .. 

Named "Jharc·o" cabin, this unit 
combines several important features 
such as:-

(a) Economy: Consistent with ne
ce,ssary comfort, the '''Jharco" c'abin is 
a really low priced unit. (.b) A vaila
bility: By ·eliminating 98 per cent. of 
the timber u.s,ed in a conventional unit, 
the "Jharco" cabin is constructed in 
readily available an-d long lasting 
As,bes.tos cement corrugated sheets. 
(c) Spe·ed of erection: No skilled 
tradesmen are n~eeded to bolt the 
three self supporting Fibrolite sheets 
comprising the "Jharco"' cabin, and 
little practice is needed for extreme 
efficiency of ,erection. (d) Portability: 

construction eliminates all unnecessary timbering by the use of three curved self-supporting corru .. 
gated Fibrolite Sheets 'bolted at the joints. As illustrated these cabins are ideal for the housing 
of land-army workers as well as providing additional sinlple and economical farm buildings. 

Since the "Jharco" cabin is easily dis
mantled and re-erected, 'such units 
will provide valuable 'extra storage 
space_ and ·out-buUding.s when normal 
conditions return. 

Available in various ·sizes up to 18 
.ft. clear width oand in almost unlimited 
lengths tl:e "Jharco" cabin is definite
ly worth inV>estigating. The manufac
turers, James Hardie & Coy. Pty. 
Limited, would -be pleased to forward 
full particulars regarding cost, sizes 
and other necessary ·data. 
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Should Interstate Charges Be Pooled? 
Board Of Management To Investigate 

War .. time Conditions Present Difficulties 

An interesting item on the Federal Council Agenda was that brought for• 
ward by the South Australian State Conference recommending that a common 
interstate cha~ges fun<! be established by Head Office after all costs peculiar to 
any State had been met by that State. In the ensuing deb~te the whole ques· 
tion of interstate charges was covered and delegates demonstrated clearly that 
while opinions differed widely every effort was made to view every angle of 
this complex problem,- and to find an equitable solution. Eventually the mat· 
ter was referred to the Board of Management for further investigation. 

Mr. E. N. Seary (South Australia) in intro
ducing the question said the p-rinc,iple on which 
the Association had worked was to develop 
the interstate charges fund within each State. 
In South Australia it was felt that it would 
be more equitable for the inter.state charges 
fund to be applied to the whole industry rather 
than to ,s!ep·arate funds within each State. The 
,stage had been reached at which the costs in
ddental to South Australia due to war condi~ 
t'ions were rising rapidly. Owing to defence 
orders, the position in Hauth Australia had 
been a little relieved, and ,it was to be hoped 
that another increase will not be nece.s.saxy. 

INTERSTATE RATES COMPARED 

A comparison of the rates paid ·bY the differ~ 
<ent S·tates for 1939 and 1942 sihowed: 

Victoria Tree fruits 1939 17/61942 Nil 
Vine fruits 17/6 , £1/ 5/~ 

MIA Tree fruits 15/~ , Nil 
Vine fruits 15/~ 15/~ 

S. Aust. Vine fruit·s. £2/ 6/6 , £2/11/6 
Tree fruits 2/ ~/- , 3/12/-

Iem for years. Figures ;s:how that S-outh Aus
tralhi was £1200 in credit in the interstate 
fund. The position from a Victorian potnt of 
view was that there was not yet a clear cut 
case to consider. Until racts, and figures could 
be c-onsidered Victoria eould not give away 
anything., Comparing the p-osition of Mildura 
growe·rs with ·some S.A. currant growers it 
would be found had a rail freight of 15/~ as 
against the Mildura growers 45/-. They were 
paying no more to get to Sydney than Victorian 
g,rowers ha{{ to pay to get to Melbourne·. 

Mr. Seary: It wa-s not only :::3ydney but Bris~ 
bane. ' 

Mr. Winterbottom continuing said the two 
p.orts that were c·osting the moneY were Syd~ 
ney and Newcastle. The am-ount that was spent 
in .sending to Bris!bane and the northern ports 
was limited. Freights had certainly increased 
since Japan came into the war. 1f the matter 
was to :be l"eViewed some very clos-e figures 
would ·be needed. In the next 12 months it 
might -be a question of transporting only Vic
torian fruit to Sydney. If that happened, and 
tihere were savings to be •effected, Victoria 
would be only too glad to share them. 

INCREASED RATES PROPOSED 

Mr. Seary: Would there be any possibility 
of getting the farthing on for Sydney and New
castle? 

Mr. Wdnterbotto-m: That was a matter that 
the Prices Commi·ssioner would have to de
cide, but he might raise -objections. Tree fruits 
were practically South" Australia';S' own prob
lem now as they have been separated from 
vine fruits. It would be :difficult to see how 
N.S.W. could be asked to- set up an interstate. 
fund when no fruit go.es out of the State. 

South Australia had carr,ied more charg·es 
to the interstate fund than Victoria. The cart
age ·between Port Adelaid·e and Adelaide should 
not go on . 

M;r. P. Malloch said it was explained in South 
Aus:tralia that one agent might sell the whole 
of his Comm-onwealth quota in Adelaide, and 
have no costS for port marking bill-s of lading 
or exchange. An<lther mig'ht sell in Sydney. It 
was unfair that one agent ~should' have ·to debit 
those costs; and another sell the whole oif his 
quota in Adelaide Without llavlllg to debit the 
fruit pool with such cos!ts. lt se-em,ed only right 
that thos.e charges should b~ in the inter-state 
fund. In 1911 there was an Association confer~ 
ence which lasted for a weeK, and brought 
about the interstate charges found. Tremen~ 
dous detail could be gone into on this matter, 
b~t it boiled dow~ to .s-imple racts. Each grow~ 

er bore the cost of getting hiS f~t to the 
market from the dtstrict lin which he was sit· 
u3.ted. South Australia has asked if Victoria 
would bear the added cost Qf sending fruit to 
Sydney, a difference of £1/7/6. Assuining that 
the charge made a difference -Qf :£1, an increase 
of 6/8 in the Victorian charge would mean an 
all rOund returnr of 13/4 to South Australia as 
VJctoria's contribution. of taking South Aus
tralian fruit to Sydney and Newcastle. Would, 
it· be asked in the proces1s t.nat the Renmark, 
Berri, W;aikerie and Barmera growers equalis
ed the costs of marketing With 'Clare and Mc
Laren Vale, which were nearer Adelaid,e? 

M'r. H. D. Howie·: Mr. Malloch's argument 
was right- up to a point. The question was 
whether th•e A.D.F.A. decided to fix the f.o.b. 
basis, o-r fix the extra price in the N.S.W. 
ports, and ports further north. The objective 
was to obtain f-or the growers the same net 
returns in their respective :::3tates. An f.o.b. 
instead bf a c.i.f.e.' price would not give that, 
when one State was nearer the market than 
another It all depended on the pol,icy of the 
Board in laying down terms an-d conditions 
of sale. 

DISTRIBUTION OF CHARGES 

Mr. Seary: It was1 pointed -out that the .ad-op
tion of the proposa-l would cost Victoria some 
money. In coming to a decision it was to be 
hoped that the usual cust-om of preserving 
equity throughout the 1ind'ustry would be fol
lowed. Victorian growers can be assUred that 
South Australia was reluctant to ask for 6/8 
a ton, but it i.s not their fault that South Aus~ 
tralia was ·situated at a geograp-hical disadvan
tage when _it came to supplying the markets. 
South Australia did not ask to .share in the 
Victorian market. They w·ere prepared to admit 
that the rate of sales in Victoria and South 
Australia, according to production, were about 
the same. At present Victo·ria was makillg 
S.outh Australia land the fruit in ~YdneY 'at th.e 
same price~ as it was. selling for in Victoria. 

POOLING OF ALL COSTS 

Mr. J. H. Gor-don said he had some sympathy 
wi-th the principle that every grower should get 
equal money share of the Australian market. 
This proposal, however, appeared to be the 
starting p-oint of a system of the whole of the 
growers of Australia pooling a.H their ,cos-ts 
and all their revenue. Th~s year men in Vic~ 
toria had lo.st heavily through frosts. They 
were going to be asked to pay an extra 6/8d 
rt-o send their fruit to· Sydney. If internal charg
es were added to the interstate charges and 
~n f.o.b. price asked for the p-roduction costs· 
in each State ne-ed to be taken into account. 
Much more ·consideration should -be given to the 
propo.sal. Instances had been given of men 
in Adela.ide sending all their fruit to Sydney. 
and then asking someone to adjust it. They 
sent it there because they got quicker s'ales. 

Mr. How'ie: That situation had been adjust~ 
·ed. What had made this a live question in 
South Australia w_as the possibility of the in~ 
tersta:te charges Jncreasling beyond all bounds. 
South Australia might po-ssibly have been in
volved in a freight charge of £"5' a ton or more, 
It might have meant that the Hoard wo-uld 
have to g-q ·back to ~ f.o.b. basis and recognise 
that its pqlicy of fiXation for the three States 
would have to be altered. 

It was then resolved on the moti-on -of 
Messrs.. Davey and Broom 

"That this matter; be left to the Board of 
ManageDJ_,ent f-Or further investigation." 

·South Australia, had tried to esta,blish some
thing that would ·be a.ccepted by Victo-ria and 
New South w;ales. In South Australia some 
freight charges· were .peculiar to that State 
such as the outward wharfage charge, that 
th"ese should -be borne bY 18.A. The- object of 
tli'e interstate charges. fund was to cover the 
-expenses incurred in placing fruit throughout 
Australia. It was the present pnlicy of the 
..Association to sell fruit in--Adelaide, Mel-bourn'e 
.and Sydney at the .same price. so- as to over
come unnecessary costs, 1S-outh Australian fruit 
Wlaos not allowed to be s-old in Victoria, or 
Victorian fruit in South Austra.lia, unless a 
special dispensati-on from the B-oard of Manage~ 
ment had been receiv-ed.' '!'he small market in 
Adelaide and the large marKet in Melbourne 
and its proximity to Sydney must be con$id~ 

. ered. It was. cheaper for Victoria to send fruit 
to Sydney than it is for South Australia to 
send to Brisbane. The freight fr-om Adelaide 
to Melbourne was 22/~ per ton, plus 35 per 
-cent., and to Sydney 30/- a ton plus. 35 per 
cent. That extra cost between Melbourne and 
Sydney was borne by the ~outh Australian 
grovv:ers. The freight to Brisbane was, 8/- a ton 
more than S:y:O,ney or 16/~ a ton more than 
Melbourne, plus 35 per cent. ·ln Brisbane an 
extra farthing a pound was obtained that g-oee;
to the credit of the interstate charges fund. 
Freight from Adela!ide to J:l'remantle was 33/
a ton, plus 30 per cent., approximately the 
flame as. to Sydney, but in Sydney the price 
·is a farthing less than J:l'remantle. The prob
lem p-ossibly would be solved. if the extra far
thing was charged N.S. W. customers. South 
Australia suggested that a new starting off 
point ·be found at which charges. -on the inter
Btate found could be made. lt was suggested 
that South Australia w:oui-d pay all charges up 
t-o the po;int of placing the fruit on board 1.he 
steamer. The fruit would. be placed on an f.o.b. 
basis, and such charges as. shipping freight, 
costs of bill o-f lading, 'port marking, marine 
and war insurance, bank exchange would be 
met <lUt ·Of the inter,sltate fund to which all 
fruit sold in the Commonwealth would con~ 
tribute. If this· was agreed to the cost to Vic· 
toria would rise, and the cost to South Austra
lia would come back. At the present time, dried 
fruits growers in Western Australia had the 
advantage of selling their fru,it in their own 
State, and paying nothing in interstate charges·, 
and have the benefit of the extra farthin,g 
charged for landing the fruit there. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 

South Australia was of the opinion that it 
was -opportune to request the B'oard of Manage~ 
ment 'to remodel the interstate charges fund 
with a start,ing point from the r.o.b-. basi's. 

VICTORIAN VIEWPOINT 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom said the Board o-f 
.Man~gement had been wrestling with the prob~ 

MILDURA 

OPERATING 
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RED CUFFS 

PACKERS Of DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUAll,TY FIRST 
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SuppJiers of Vineyard Requirements 
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Orchard (Depreciation·· ·for Taxation Purposes 
Commissioner To Be Approached 

"That the Bo·ard of Management approach the Federal Commissioner of 
Taxation with a· view to having a percentage of the capital value of plantings 
made an allowable deduction for Income Tax purposes," was a motion submit
ted. to Federal Council by the Non-Irrigated Council A.D.F.A. 

In introducing tbe motion Mr. A. J. Chap
man .said depTeciation of plantings, particular
ly of fruit trees, had caused concern for some 
time in the non-irriga;ted areas. A com.-plete 
:re-planting took place within 30 years, owing 
to the ravages nf a. diseas.e called gummosis, 
for which the research institute had not been 
able to fin-d a remedy. An apricot block start
ed to go nut almost as soon as it came into 
bearing, and became a depreciating asset. 
Trellissing. and fencing were the subject of 
allowable deduction, but nothing was allowed 
on trees costing £118 an acre. 

ECONOMIC PRODUCTION LIMITED 

Mr. R. F. Trott said the true lif.e of the peach 
was accepted as 25 years and of ap1'icots 30 
years, and much beyond thOse periods was be8 

pond the period of economic production. In 
most other businesses simil>ar d.eductions we.re 
allow,ed. 

Mr. H. D. Howie: Have you any suggestions? 
In putting up a cas·e to the Commissioner, 
would you .suggest making a claim for a 4, 5 
or 6 per cent. depreciation. 

Mr. Chapman: We could give you actual 
figures. We would have to make a definite 
claim tha.t th.e life of an apricot tree was, say, 
25 years· in se,eking a ruling as to the rate to 
be allowed. 

Mr. Malloch: Is it correct to say that the re
placement of trees is not an allowable deduc8 

tion. 
Mr. Chapman: Ye·s, the uornmiJs,sioner in Ade

laide would not allow a claim by a man whose 
tr€es went out. 

ALLOWABLE DEDUCTIONS 

Mr. P. Malloch said that Section 51 of the 
Income Tax Act read that all costs incurred 
for the purpose of gaining income should be 
allowable deductions. With the replacement 
of vines there was no difficulty as the grower 
was allowe,d to keep his producing. area up to 
a proper stage of cultivation. He did not 
think that there was any grower who was not 
getting allowances· for r-eplacem·ent of vin-es. 
On the analogy of the allowable deductions for 
depreciation of plant and machinery used in 
manufacture, growers could claim that their 
trees were their plant -and machinery, and a 
cas.e coul-d be taken to the Treasurer. He did 
not think that the same case could be made 
on vineyards. Difficulty would be experi·enced 
in maintaining that vineyar,ds had gone out of 
production after 40 years. Some pf that age 
were now producing as much as som.e that 
were only 20 years old. It could be claimed 
that with reconstruction by manuring or drain~ 
age they were just as good as new vineyards. 

Mr. J. R. Jemison said gtowers in the non
irrigated areas might find that what they gain~ 
e·d on the swings they lost on the roundabouts. 

If a value of £100 an acre is claimed that 
wo-uld ·be the rate at which it would be assess~ 
ed. The district rate IP-ight be only £50. The 
value on which the -district rates are paid was 
far below the price they would be prepared to 
acce.pt. If an allowance was obtained for re~ 
placement value and d·epreciation left alone, 
the grower would be better off in the long run. 

Mr. Chapman: Replacement value would no,t 
be adequate, if 1/6 was allowed for the cost ot 
the tr-ee and it took 5 to 6 years for the tree 
to come into production again. Th.e lan-d was 
still of the same v'alue and the reque"st was for 
the added value due to planting trees or vines. 

He did not think that the ·district or shire rate 
would affect the position. 

The Chairman: VVhat percentage of depre
ciation would b.e needed? 

Mr. Chapman: About 3 per cent. on most 
orc"hards. 

1\fr. S. Broome: The C.S.I.R. gav;e 20 years 
as the life Q.f a citrus tree on the MIA. .Tus~ 
tice Pik;e in his award calculated the comm.::--~ 

cial life of an apricot tree as 15 y,ears, and of a 
-peach tree as 20 years, and he allowed 5 per 
cent. for amortisation. Justice Pike's report 
was avan_able in New South ·v;.rales. 

CAPITAL VALUE BASIS 

Mr. G. J. Hyndman: The motion sa.id, "capi~ 
tal value." Was it Deferring to. the money in~ 
vested or to a valuation made on the property? 

Mr. Chapman: The capital value was the 
money SP'ent from the time the tree· was plant
ed until the planting reached the bearing stage. 

If the department said that the l'and was 
worth, say, £10 an acre, and vines were plant~ 
ed that h>ave an a.d·ditional value of £35 an 
acre that was the added capital value. 

Mr. Hyndman said the land he was on was 
bought for £1 an acr.e, and it had a selling 
value as a planted area of £200 an acre. 
There mig·.ht be depreciation over a number of 
years, and. then a ·disposal of property under 
which th-e depreciation wouLd be wip.ed out by 
the increased i:acome tax. 

Mr. Chapman: Selling or buying value has 
nothing to do with it. It is a matter of what 
it costs to bring the area into production. 

Mr. Rawlings: The original vines had been 
kept alive by layering, and on that account 
there was naturally no depreciation. Estab
lishment costs -did not represent 50 _per cent. 
of the market value. 

The motion was agreed to. 

N.S.W. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD DECISIONS 

Mr. G. J. Evatt, chairman, presid-ed at· the 
semi-annual meeting of the New South Wales. 

, Dried Fruits Board, .. held at Sydney on Novem
ber 12. There was a full .attendance of mem
bers. A lengthy agenda was dealt with. 

The views of the Board on the question of 
production targets for dried truits were incor
porated in a joint statement recently submit
ted to the Commonwealth authorities through 
the Consultative Committee of the Boards. In 
the opinion of the Boards, fue extent of pro
duction is very much contingent on sympath
etic treatment by the authorities of the in
dustries' man-power and fertiliser requirements 
next year. 

Representatives of the Deputy Director of 
Manpower (N.S."VV.) and the l'lxecutive Officer 
Wi:tr Agricultural Committee, attended the 
meeting. The problems of thei industry were 
discussed at length. The Board was advised 
that, provided th-e local War Agricultural Com~ 
m:ittee in each producing district made known 
the labor .requirements of the dried fruits pro~ 
ducers, it was anticipated sufficient labor 
would be made available. 

FERTILISER PROBLEMS 

Concern was expressed by members in re
gard tO possible effect ori future production of 
insufficient application of. fertilisers on the 
vines. It was pointed, out that the effect may 

'""""'''"'''""''"'''""''''''''''''''"'''''"""''"""'''''"''""''""''''"""" 
be comulative. It was.- decided that every op
pOrtunitY be taken ot continue to impress on 
the respective authorities the importanCe of" 
the industry's man~power and fertiliser require
ments to ensure the maximum production. 
sought by the Government. 

Allocation of fertilisers in Murray River dis
tricts i-s under the control of the Victorian 
authority. However, it was noted that the Vic
torian board had been giving particular atten
tion to the matter. It was decided to forward 
particulars of New South Wales fertiliser 
ration scale to the Victorian board. 

FURTHER PLANTINGS 

Th~ question of plantings was. discussed at 
length. The .board had the advantage of seeing 
corl.'espondence between fj'ederal and State 
authorities. It was gathered that the question 
"'"''~-s to be linked with the general question 
·or ro-o·d production, and would receive the con
sidation of the committees appointed in that 
connection. At the same time the board re
iterated its opinion that the best method of 
controlling plantings. was to set up. an inter~ 
state committee representative -of the 'irriga
tion authorities of each State concerned, the 
control bom·ds, and dried fruits industry gen
e-tally, as well as technic'al officers of the 
State Departments of Agr1culture. 

In vie:w of the possible post~war ne·ed to in~ 
crease Australian consumption of dried fl·uits, 
!it was decided to submit for the considera~ 
tion of the Publicity ·COmmittee that a prop or~ 
tion of its revenue be held to build up re-
serves for later use. ' 

Subsequent to discus:sion of the subject by 
the Board, the inspector was instructed to re
.port all cases of unhygi-enic storage of dried 
fruits on farms and elsewhere. It was noted 
that a grower had b·een convicted and fined 
£20 in respect of a flagrant offence aga,inst the 
relevant reguiations. 

A.mong -other matters dealt with at the meet
ing were prune plantings in the Young, district, 
inspection staff at packing houses, markings on 
boxes, eontrol of insect pests, and ·legal mat
t~rs affecting administration. 

:..,, ............... ,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,~ 
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 

ELECTION 
The retiring members, MeS'.srs. P. Mal

loch (Mildura), J. H. Murdoch (Waik~ 
erie), J. H. Gordon (Red Cliffs), and 
E. J. Hudson (Yenda) were re-elected 
without opposition. Mr. Murdoeh expres
.sed the thanks of the elected members 
for the confidence delegates reposed in 
them. : 

~'""'''''""'"""'"""'""'"""'''''"'""''''""''"'""'"""'''"''''"'"""~ 
COMMONWEALTH SALES 

Figures supplied by Agents as at the 31st 
October, disclose the following position:-

Vine Fruits 
1942 1941 1940 

Tons. •.rons. Tons 
Currants .. .. 4,927 2,727 2.998 
Sultanas .. 11,301 6,973 7,456 
Le:xias .. .. 3,543 2,700 2,833 

-- -- --
19,771 12.400 13,287 -- -- -

Tree Fruits 
Apr;icots .. .. .. 1,164 738 932 
Peaches .. 290 115 307 
Nectarines .... .. 9 35 21 
Pears .. .. . . .. 197 58 185 
Prunes .. ...... 1,868 889 1,779 

-- -- --
3,528 1,835 3,224 
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The Activities of the Association 
Board of Management's Report 

ites ,is becoming more acute. '!'he '.shortage of 
galvanised iron and wire continues, and there 
does not appear to be· any likelihood of relief 
in this direction at the moment. Growers 
must, therefore, take every care of their dips 
and tanks, as they are irreplacable at pres
ent. 

The Board of Management in its report to the Federal Council summarised 
the Association's activities for the past year and gave an outline of a record of 
achievement in difficult circumstances. The report dealt with the spread of 
the war to Austr;lian shores, and the consequent accentuation of manpower 
problems, and outlined the steps taken to harvest the 1942 crop. Marketing 
and supplies were among the other items featured in a thoughtful survey of the 
industries' prdblems and achievements. 

The fertiliser position has become very diffi
cult. Sulphate of Ammonia and Blood and Bone 
was ear-marked for- the production of Vege
tables· a,nd for a period no supplies. at all were 
available, but jUst recently a limited quantity 
of Sulphate of Ammonia has been released for 
Citrus growing and tb.ere may be a release 
'Of some B'lood and Bone. ~uperphosphate has 
also been rationed very ,severely. 

Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E., reading for the 
'Board of Management said:-

The report your Board of Management has 
to submit to Federal council on the 1942 sea
s·on, is a record of achievement under difficult 
-circumstances. The entry of Japan into the 
W:ar since our last ·Conference has brought the 
conflict right to Australia's shores and in every 
walk -of 'life a demand for greater effort to 
-assist in our country's defence. In common 
with all Rural industries, it is becoming in
cfeasingly difficult to reconcile the :problem of 
maintaining production and at the same time 
give our men in the fighting f-orces.. the full 
supply of reinforcements theY are entitled to. 
The :main task is that of winning the War and · 
next to continue our productiOn by every 
means possible. For the first job, the Military 
Authorities have enlisted the great bulk of our 
young men, and for the second we must obtain 
outside assistance wherever it can be found. 
Our last year's report expressed grave fears. 
as to the pO;$sibility .of successfully harvesting 
the coming crop, with the. labor that was then 
ap-parent. In the main, any great loss in the 
1ield was averted, although isolated individuals, 
failed to gather their total crop. 

SECOND LARGEST CROP 

The 1942 crop was the second largest on 
Tecord, and its harvesting proved a strenuous 
task. The usual .supply of casual workers, who 
included grape-picking in their yearly itinerary, 
was almost entirely absent, as the Military 
and Munition services had absorbed them. Also 
the progressive call-up of men from the local 
-producing areas., meant that the Industry had 
to d-o~ without .the help of its experienced hand.s, 
who usually manned the drying greens and 
packing houses. 

The a-ppeal made· for -outside assistance was 
Tesponded- to by a number of both male and 
female workers from distant parts. Also many 
of the local townspeople forsook their ordin
ary avocations and others gave up their weekw 
ends to join ill the harvest work. 

Favo-red by suitable weather conditions, 90 
per cent of the crop was gathered in before 
the break of the season in mi'd-Ap-ril in South 
Australia,' and late Ap-ril in Victoria, when con
tinued wet conditions put an end to natural 
drying and dehydration had to be resorted tO. 
Th~ improved dehydrators erected in the past 
few years proved their etliCiency by success,. 
fully -drying -several thousand tons of fruit, 
which Would otherwise have been lost. 

Under the conditions outlined above, it can 
be considered no small ,achievement to have 
produced for the Empire''s requirements, 97,319 
tons of valuable foodstuff. 

Appreciation of the assistance given to the 
Industry in secur,ing outside help must be ex
'P:ressed to the Man-Power Authorities, the 
National Fitness CoUncil of Victoria and the 
Women'.s War Service Council of South Aus
tralia. 

PRODUCTION PROBLEMS 
The value of dried fruits as a concentrated 

food both for the services and the civilian 
populati-on has been well recognised, and the 
Industry has been asked to make a "target" 
of 100,000 tons for its 1l:l4:-1 production. The 
factors controlling production are many and 
dis.regard Qf any one -of· them can upset cal
culations. Fir:st of all the vineyards and or
chards_ ar~ subject tO the elements and in this 
Providence takes a hand. The damaging frosts 
experienced in October prove this. As usual 
:some have been hit very hard and we express 
,sympathy-to grower:s in all districts where the 
damage has been severe. '.fhe .other factors in 
produc~ion are labor to cultivate the land, nianw 
ure and water to fertilise it, and then again 
labor to harvest and pack the produce. If force 
of circumstances denies us these latter requirew 
ments, then production will decreas,e. This 
truism has to be stressed, because we have 
been asked to produce more, whereas to even 
maintain pro-duction, -the ·Co-opera;tion of the 
Commonwealth Man-Power Author,ities must 
be more freely given to -the industry than it 
has ·been in the past. 

1942 Crop 
Vine Fruits 

The Sultana crop was good, and the tonnage 
harvested (estimated) 61,951 tons, approaches 
the peak harvest of 193!> of 62,625 tons. The 
quality g~nerally was good, although late de
liveries were in the lower grades due to the 
min. Currants (21,030 ton.s) -showed an in
crease on the previ-ous year and the quality was 
above the average. Lexias (8,719 tons) fell Qff 
considerably from the 1941 record of 10,700 
tons, and the. quality -due to the ·break in the 
weather was not up to standard. 

Tree Fruits 
The crop Qf Apricots was an average one, 

the t-onnage being slightly less than that of 
1941. Peaches and Nectarines were beloW the 
average. The Pear crop was a g-ood one, but 
the amount dried was restricted by the oper
ations of the Apple and Pear Marketing Board. 
Prunes showed an increase of 1,000 tons from 
the previous year, and it is pleasing to record 
that the ·production wa;S. a record, one, aftel"' a. 
series of three light crop&. 

The output of both Vine and Tree Fruits 
was lessened by damage done by a severe hail 
stOrm in the Moorook and ~ingston areas. i-n 
South Australia, and sympathy is expressed to 
those growers who l-ost their crops. 

MARKETING 
The {Jo:mmonwealth Dried ll'ruits Control 

Board in conjunction with the Department of 
Commerce, again were succes.sfu1 in dis_.posing 
of and arranging for the shipment of a large 

· portion of the crop -overseas; payment for 
which having been arranged on an F.O.B. basis 
gave'"' weicome earlier returns to the Industry 
and in the Commonwealth marketing an im
portant change took place in which the Prices 
Commissioner announced prices, terms and 
conditions of trading, w:hich applied to the 
whole Industry 

When making the c-ontracts for -overseas, 
arrangement was made for the retention of 
what was deemed a reasonable supply for 
home requirements. The average consumption 
in Australia for the past three years was 16,750 
to-ns~ and provision was made for this, also 
5,o'oo tons were reserveid for ~ervice require~ 
ments. 

In both overseas and home markets, an in
crease in prices was obtained to cover certain 
agreed increased costs of production. 

In addition to the- 5,000 tons of Vine Fruits, 
·the Services requisitioned the total o-utput of 
'Dree Fruits, and the only quantitY made avail
able for civilian requirements was a small 
quantity of Prunes released for the needs of 
'Child Wefare. 

SUPPLIES 

The matter of supplies of production reqriis
tw.: 

Timber for the manufacture of .packing boxes, 
drying tra}'1s and sweat boxes is difficult to 
secure and prices have advanced considerably, 
moreover there has been a falling off in the 
quality, .but suppliers who .b.ave been called 
upon to cope with a greatly increased demand 
are improving the ~p.ality. 

WAR DAMAGE 11\ISURANCE 

A scheme whereby the Association covered 
the War Damage Risk on Dried J:l'ruit chandied 
by all agents and packers anywhere in Austra
lia, was very ably worked out an,d administer~. 
ed by the A.D.F.A. Secretary, Mr. ·sumner, in 
c-onjunctio-n with Mr. H. R. Jones .. The . .scheme 
involved an immens.e amount of detail and 
reftects credit to these gentlemen, as it greatly 
simp-lified that problem for growers, packer.SI 
and agents alike. 

The total premium paid to the Common
wealth Government on the w·ar Damage In
surance Scheme was £5585. Which worked out 
at 1/2 :a ton on the ~ain lines. 

"WATER INTO GOLD." 
Another editi{l-n of .l!lrnestine Hill's work has 

been issued this, year, and the pubiishers advise 
that 20,000 copies of this book have now bee;n 
printed. The continued demand. for this book 
is very gratifying and has extended the interest 
of the p-ublic in the Dried Fruit Industry to ou,r 
advantage. 

LABOR COMMITTEES 

Labor Committees were set up- in most of 
the producing centres and a Uommittee in, 
Melb-ourne consisting of Mes.sr.s.. E. J. Mulvany, 
Parker J. Moloney a,nd our t:3ecretary, W. N. 
Sumner was established and the work of these 
bodies assisted considerably in obtaining labor 
for the harvest. 

RENMARK FRUIT CAPTURED 
In letters to their- pea,p-le in Renmark, re~ 

oedved this week, DrivHr Ray Dolan and Pte. 
Harold Ro-y (A.I.F. Ab:r:oad) told ·of a sur,prise 
discovery of some Renmark .dried: fruit .in the 
Mid·dle· East. 

An enemy provision waggon was captured, 
and on inspecting the interior the River men 
were amazed to find s-ome of the' Renmark 
Fruit Growe·rs' "Ark'• Brand dried pearn. 
They were of a- three-crown variety. 

Both .s.oldiers are shareholders in the 
R.F.-G.C., and both hav·e worked· in the packing 
house. The fruit had apparently -been captur
ed previously by the enemy frorri the· sup-plies 
of our troops, hut the-boys could not miss such 
an opportunity to, have. a "t(ljg" at the home 
folk, -and they jocularly .stated that th·ey were 
hostile to think the folk at home haJd nothing 
better to do than to pack fruit for the Axis. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co~operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits. 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
--· Dried and Fresh Fruit--

. TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

® 
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Dried Fruits Publicity In W ar.-time 
Present and Future Policy Debated. 

,...----

Post War Policy Discussed. 

Many sides of the publicity question were discussed at Federal Council. 
The conference generally was of the opinion that funds should be conserved as 
much as possible with a view to building up a reserve to finance an intensive 
publicity campaign after the war. Delegates differed as to the best means of 
obtaining the desired results. The discussion was initiated by the Mid Murray 
Valley District Council A.D.F.A. 

Mr. H. H. Goodman said that while there 
was no difficulty in disposing of dried vine and 
tree fruits, the publicity_ money should be 
funded and UJSed for publicity after the war, 
and moved that expenditure on displays and 
publi-city generally be rest;j;icte·d to a minimum. 

Mr. J. R. Jemisun: What did Mr. Goodman 
mean by minimum? -'The idea of a minimum 
was to ·spend nothing. When People· cannot buy 
dried fruits they sho-uld not be advertised 
over the air. All tree fru,tts. were going to the 

. s-ervices and none are availalble to the public. 
The publicity being done W'as only going to 
the newspapers and the broadcasting stations 
without any benefit to the industry at all. 

WI,JIIDOW DISPLAY VALUABLE 
Mr. C. W. Till said he was not in favor of 

shutting down altogether. In s . .a. pubUcity was 
concentrated on wind-ow displays. The trucks 
could be cut out; they were respo-nsible for 
£1300. Window displays w-ould cost £1550 out 
of a total £6000. The housewif·e was now do
ing her own shopping and on that account win
dow displays had a special value. 

·Mr. H. V. Davey said the A.D . .I:I'.A. should be 
guided by the Federal Govrenment which was 
restticting advertising. Some ftrms we·re ad
vertising that they were doing certain things 
fior the Army and Could not do certain things 
for tb,e civilian population. In the i>ast the 
policy had leaned towards Publicity, but the 
A.D.F.A. had not always real,i:s·ed its full value. 
The actual value created by the expenditure 
of certain sums cannot be given; the result 
of one year's. expenditure might be evidenced 
,in 5 year:s' time. That is, Mr. Davey continued, 
why he had been in favor of the expen·diture, 
but he felt now that some re~striction. could be" 
made in the future particularly after hearing 
the discussion and in the light of the Com
monwealth Government's asking for a restric
tion. 

STATE BOARD'S POSITION 
Mr. H. D. Howie said he attended the last 

meeting of the PutHicity committee 'under in
structions to move that the expenditure be cut 
to the bare minimum. The chairman of the 
N.S.W. Board (Mr. Evatt) said the position 
was that his board was not in a positi.on to 
contribute largely and so would be guided by 
the opinions: of the other States. It was found 
that the .Chairman of the Victorian Board was 
definitely of opinion that PUblicity should be 
carried on. The people who- are finding most 
of the money were the Victorian growers. The 
Association's contribution was lessening. At 
one time the A.D.F.A. bore tne W'hole expense 
of the vans, about £2000 a year. '!'he Victorian 
Board was practically unanimous that publicity 
.should continue. It wasi proposed to limit pub-

)icity to the· window displays and the recipe 
books, but unfortunately the value o'E the re
cipe books was lessened when the fruit was 
not available. 

Mr. Till: Th•e contributions from the differ
ent States last year were Victoria £4,100, South 
Australia, £650, New South Wales £100, West
ern Australia £100, A.D.F.A. £500. 

Mr. Ho-wie explained he did not promise that 
the As-so-ciation would go up to £500 tbjs. year. 

CHANGING CONDITIONS 

Mr. J. H. Gordon said that advertising con
tracts that have been made must ·be completed. 
Since Mr. Maloney's statement that the Vic
torian Board was unanimous on the question 
of publicitY, times and conditiOnS! had altered. 
·T·O show that there was. no-t unanimity on the 
-subject, the motion on the agenda came from 
the district that- Mr. Cockcroft represented, 
mid it certainly showed that the growers in 
Mr. Cockcroft's areas were not unanimous on 
the ·subject, and that Mr. Gockcroft would have 
to report to the next meeting of the State 
Board that this unanimity had disappeared. 
Mr. Davey had properly ,changed his: opinion 
the last few months now that the Common~ 
wealth had restrJcted advertising. The position 
w-as. that the Association could not supply all 
fruits to the public. It would be much better 
if the mone,y spent in newspaper advertising 
was put into war loans. 

EXTENT OF 'CURTAIL'MENT 
Mr. Malloch: There was unanimous opinion 

that the publicity expenditure should be cur
tail~d, but curtailed to what; ln. expressing the 
Conference view on this subject the· minimum 
should be clearly defined. He thought the· min· 
imum should be at least 50 per cent of the 
previous year's amount. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom pointed out there 
were bigger questions, than just the amount 
of money involved. There was a paper short
age and a s-h-ortage of cardboard. Tram adver
tising ~nvolved the use of cardboard; then on 
the vans the,re was the wear and tear of tyres, 
the use of spare parts and petrol, and t.he 
use of maJipower that could be better used 
in the industry itself. / 

DISTRIBUTION OF COSTS 
Mr. A. Rawling:s stated that much of the 

py_blicity was ceasing immediately. If people 
could not buy the fruit it was. a reflection on 
the industry. V1ictoria voted £41UO for public
\ity, but there had been over £8000 spent in 
publicity in the past. In order to bring about 
the effect of uniform levies, V"ictoria had 
shouldered the. burden of publicity. Publicity 
expenditure represent one-third of the Vic~ 
torian levy, and. levies would not ·be uniform if 
Victoria. cut down- its levy :by o;n-e•third and 

South Australia had to put its levy up. Th& 
whole trouh1e was due to the busines.s men in 
the industry not haVing wakened up to the 
position. _ 

The industry had m;iscalculated and did not 
fix the right quotas. The board members rec
'ognised the right of the .lfecteral Council to 
adYis'e them how the money should be spent,. 
but they mUst reserve the right to say how 
much was to be, spent. He thought _that a ·cer
tain amount of :money should be 1.,;pent in keep
ing the product before the public. It was im
possible to say that the ·u .K. and Canada were 
going to take the same quota,s. next year. 

Mr. Davey said was it intended to .redUce 
publicity by 5·0 per cent. and take that amount 
off the levy, or is that amount to be put away 
for a r'alny day? W-e should prepare for an 
intensive publicity campaign to maintain and: 
build up the home market, and: the levy should 
be continued. Publicity should be reduced 
but a publi-city fund built up for the future. 

Mr. Goodman: The suggestion was that pub
licity be curtailed "and that the funds be built 
~p. until after the war. 

After full discus.sion it was resnlved:
That it was, the opinion o:f' the conference 

that expenditure on advertising and publicity 
in general should be restricte,d to a minimum 
at this juncture, having· as an objective the 
conserving of funds s,o that when the time 
was ripe, a full ·programme of publicity could 
be undertaken. 

Sl'OCKS OF BLOCK REQUISITES 
SCARCE 

Need For Salvage On The Farm 
Following the submission of ~ case for 

supplies to be released to the iruiustry or 
such items a:s wire, iron, hessian, etc., the 
secretary of the A.D.F.A., Mr. Sumner, 
reports that practically no stocks will be 
made available to reple-nish holdings bY 
packing houses-now almost at zero. 

This- position is serious, but unavoid~ 
able, and growers will hav-e to ferret out 
every bit of salvage possihle. Ther,e 
are probably thousands of discar'-d.ed dip 
tins in dumps a-round_ the many settle
ments. Packers say that many of these 
can be either repatr.,ed or taken apart and 
used to construct uew ones that will 
ha.ve to do the job. · 

There must be a .great deal of wire 
that can be salvaged:. For instance
the best type of rack is that with just 
th,e outsid.e wires th-at are threaded 
through th-e netting-two spreaders per 
bay -being used, an-d -spreading done bY 
tr:ay. Pull out the other wires for other 
use-s. 

Some high tensile· 12~ gauge galvani·sed 
wire is still av1ailable and this is :r;e,com· 
mended-it .having a greater -breaking 
strain than number ten. Very great 
care must be taken in fastening at the 
strainer and the wire must not be allow~ 
ed to pull on th'e' ti-e. 

The car,e of hessians is imperative as 
n() new stock's are available. Certain 
packing houses have plant installed for 
hessian repair an-d growers would be 

. wise- to attend to the matter 1early. 
;,,, ....... , ........ , ........... ,, ..... , ... ,, ............... ,, .. ,, .. ,, ........................ .:-

AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. lTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
HEAD OFFICE: IRYMPLE. 
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