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Taxation Problems Discussed at Federal Council 
Drainage Expenses and Depreciation of 

Orchards 

Over the past few years the question of taxation has exercised the minds 
of growers more than at any other time. The complexity of some of the 
problems can be gauged by the frequent reference in Press and elsewhere to 
the difficulties in interpreting the various taxation Acts. At Federal Council 
special reference was made to the question of drainage expenses and deprecia
tion on orchards. In view of the interest in these matters tJJ:i discussions are 
recorded here fully as it is felt that growers generally will be Interested in the 
expressions of opinion by representatives of the industry. 

Mr. R. Curren (South Australia): Berri 
growers have found that drainage has not beeYJ. 
allowed a.s an income tax deduction. In some 
cases where the grow:er has done the work 
himself he- has heen allowed wages costs, but 
not materials, but where a contractor has done 
the work, the grower has not been allowed any 
deduction at all. W1e have placed. this item 
on the agen-da in the hope that the Victorian 
del-egates will be able to enlighten us. 

Mr. H. H. Goodman (Victoria): The Mid~ 
Murray Valley District Council 'has also listed 
this subject for discussion, as some growers 
were allowed d1eductions for drainage, an.I 
Gthers were not. 

DEDUCTIONS ALLOWABLE 

Mr. D. c. Wi-nterbottom (Vic.): Deductio-ne; 
for drainage in the liildura district have been 
allowed for the last 20 years at least. In the 
income tax returns, Hem 73 on the list of de· 
ductions reads: "Expenditure not claimed else
where in this return incurred by a persou 
carrying on primary production in exterminat
ing pests, cle'aring, scrubbing, succouring, 
ploughing and draining, 1etc." In Mildura, 
both labor and materials have be-en allowed as 
deductions, and no distinction has been made 
between i)lte-rnal and extei·nal ·drainage, as yon 
cannot h'live Q,~e without the other. 

Mr. Goodman: Under the old Stat·e tax there 
was no provision for any -tjeduCtion for drain 
a.ge, and we thoug;ht that the reference in the 
Federal schedule was to swamp drainage. T 
am prepared to withdraw the motion and take 
th-e moatter up individually with the Taxation 
Commissioner. 
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Mr. Curren: ~am in agreement with the pre
vious speaker. We wanted SOme information 
as to the practice in Victoria. Our external 
drainage is not as far advanced as Mildura•·s 
and with us it is cover,ed by a rat,e. Wh·at W<l 

could ,not understand in South Australia. was 
some growers being allowed actual wages anC! 
not materials seeing that both are part of 
-drainage eXpenses. Apparently we should ap
proach the authorities in South Australia. 

Mr. H. D. Howie: 'fh·e hest course is to ap
peal under the clause qu'oted by Mr. Winterbot
tom, and, if such appeals are not satisfactory. 
then the Association can take up the moatter. 

Mr. C. B. Williams (South Australia): Th~J 
difficulty is to convince the Taxation Commis
sioner that drainage is a work of maintenaner~ 
and not a capital improv-ement. Personally. 
I have always claimed drainage as a deduction 
and have always had it allowed. 

Mr. Winterbottom: The argument here was 
that it was not capital expenditure, but neces
sary to mainta'in income. 

APPEALS UPHELD 

Mr. P. Malloch (Victoria): In one case, 
whei'e th-ere was a disallowance fo1~ drainage 
expenses, the deduction was allowed on appeal. 
In all the income tax returns prepared by our 
company we claim for expenditure on both in
ternal and exter-nal drainage, in accordance 
with Item 59 in the ·income tax return dealing 
with rates and land taxes paid in connection 
with the business, and with Item 73 which 
mentions drainage in connection with expend! 
ture not claimed ·elsewhere incurred by thP 
person carrying on primary production. Ap 
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peals against the disallowance of thes.e deduc
tions should be lodged within 14 days of recei~· 
ing the assessment. Branch-es should collect 
what information they can under this h·eading 
and pass it on to the Boar-d. 

Mr. J. Henshilwood (Victoria): In the days 
of State taxation I claimed on my :first income 
tax return the expense of ·sinking a 60-ft. -drain
age shaft and was officially informed that this 
WOl'k was not a fit claim for deduction. I 
pointed out that I was allowed deductions on 
my irrigation ditches and the like and that 1t 
was just as nece.ssary to drain as to irrigate in 
order to maintain mY income. This claim wa<:: 
admitted, the timber for the shaft as well as 
the labor. I have over two miles of drainage 
on my property, and I have claimed for all 
drainage costs, including labor and mat,erials 
on internal and external drainage, a,nd hav·e 
had all these de-ductions allowed. 

Mr. Curren: With regard to external drain
age, I understand that it is a collective and not 
an individual undertaking. 

Mr. Malloch: The external drainage .scheme 
in Mildura was undertaken by the Government 
during the depression period. The land was 
taxed £5 an acre over a period of :five years in_ 
o·:rd.er to recover half the cost. This rate has 
been included with the taxes on the land as 
external drainage taxes, and has been allowed. 

The Chairman: You claim this rate as a de
duction just as you do or-dinary municipal 
taxes. 

The it•em was then withdrawn ·by the mover 
and seconder. 

DEPRECIATION OF ORCHARDS 
Mr. W. Jacka (New South Wales): The· mat-

ter of depr·eciation of orchards has b~-··
brought to a head in the M.I.A. by reason of 
the higher returns for citrus fruits. Recent 
prices, which might not last, are not us·ed to 
establish a sinking fund by the grower, as the 
Government takes most of the incr·e·ase. As 
regards dried fruits, I do not think we get 
enough for them, and the decline i.n drh:d 
fruits is Very serious and· alarming. Reports 
of the ·scientific ipvestig.ation, which have heen 
published, ·support this view. -AcC·ording to 
the -official report on citrus decline, only about 
half of the citrus tr-ees in the · M.I.A. are 
healthy. I certainly do not want to give un-
due publicity to thi.s .:aspect of M.I.A. produc~ 
tio.n as there are q'nite a number of good 
orchards there. It is necessary, however, to 
quote these figures to ,establish a case for de~ 
preciation of orchard values. According to, 
the report as revis·ed in 1942, a considerable 
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area of sultanas and currants has been remov
ed since 1940 following ·seepage, salt trouble 
and general decline. Since 1940, a large num
ber of citrus trees have also been removed as 
well as areas of win-e grapes. It can be seen, 
therefore, that orchard depreciation is a v·ery 
real matter. Although you have been refused 
by the Federal Treasurer, I think you should 
have the matter re-opened. We know that 
citrus trees become affected between 20 and 
30 years, and that they will decline even on 
the very best soils. If big industrial concerns 
are allowed depreciation it is time that the 
same measur·e of justice is meted out to the 
primary prOducer. Some reserve should. he 
established to meet depreciation in the post 
war period. 

CHANGING CONDITIONS 

The most optimistic citrus grower cannot 
visualise that present price·s will continue in
definitely, or even for a lengthy period. I 
know that 'W'e are allowed for replacements, 
but that does not help in new areas. Besides, 
replac-ements have never been any g.ood. In 
my own case, I had 400 peach trees .sev,en years 
old that I had to root out b-efore I obtained 
any crop from them. While you do not appear 
to be so much concerned in the Murray Valley, 
I think you will sooner or later hav-e to face 
thie· same problems. The Citrus Association at 
Leeton of which I am President-! am also 
Presid,ent of the Leeton Growers' ·co~operativB 
Society-realises that th·e claim for the deprc· 
ciation of orchards is going to be one of our 
biggest fights. We have put the matter up be
fore our Federal member, and hope that it will 
be .regarded as one for combined action. 

RELIEF JUSTIFIED 

Mr. E. J. Hudson (New South Wales): De
preciation of orchards in the M.LA. is a very 
real thing. We allreaUse that this is not the 
time to go to the Government for reUef ·from 
taxation. However, the Taxation Department 
in the case ·of a grower who has not filled in 
his returns conectly assesses him at what he 
thinks he should pay, and throws the onus on 
the grower to disprov·e that assessment. We 
are justified in asking for relief from a very 
real burden. Many of the older ,settlers have 
already gone off their land. There are hundreds 
of acres today that are no· longer in production. 
and the houses on them that cost £400 and 
£500 to build are now sold for £30. A com
mittee has been set up under a rehabilitation 
scheme to enable a settl-er to change over 
from planting.s that are not profitable, but in· 
stead of that the committee is simply offering 
a man £300 to leave his property and is, tn 
effect, repatriating him to the. city. 

APRICOT POSITION 

Mr. A. J. Chapman (South Australia): This 
matter was brought up at the last CouncH 
meeting by the nan-irrigated areas and we 
supported our case with figures for apricots 
from the Barossa district. We have a ·disease 
called gummosis for which the sci·entists are 
no nearer finding a solutio,n. The reply from 
the Federal Treasurer to the A.D.F.A. represen
tations was considere_d at our annual meeting l'l 
month ago, but we hav-e not had a meeting to 
prepare a r·eply ·that would break fresh 
ground, for submissio,n to the A.D.F.A. Board. 
We consider the reply of the Treasurer, and 
particularly his concluding remarks to be very 
anibiguous. After all, if you erect a fence yo'"J 
are allowed d·e·preciation as well as repairs an1 
renewals, and we do not .see why the. same 
aHowance should not be made to planted tl'ees. 
Despite the Treasurer's reply, we still. consider 
that we have a good case for depreCiation of 
orchards being allowed for income tax pur-
pos·es. 

TREASURER'S REPLY 

Mr. Malloch: The reply of the Treasurer to 
the case submitted by the Board. following the 
representations at the last Council meeting 
was sent to Barossa, and we had hnped that 
we should received a reply before this meeting. 
Since then we have heard that in the M.I.A. 
depreciation of orchards is a very vita.! an-d 
rather a tragic matter to some of the growers 
there. Depreciation of orchards is a capital 
Joss and in claiming that it should be allowed 
as an income tax deduction we a.re cutting 
across a line ·of policy that has been laid down 
over the years. BefOl'f- we try to alter that 
policy we should have the facts well establish
ed. and clearly set out. It would help us tf 
growers 'and delegates could give us the facts 
on which each case can be biuld up. The 
clmi.se in the Treasurer'.s reply that Mr. Chap
man describes as ambiguoUs, I regard as being 
d·efinit·ely requiring serious considerati-on. This 
clause reads·:-

''If depreciation were to be allowed on the 
orchards. the depreciation allowance· would 
replace the -present deductions allowed for 
thos·e co·sts which comprise the amount on 
which the- !depreciation allowance would be 
baE;ed. .-It .. y;rou1d JJe neeessary to ensure 
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that the orchardist did not obtain a dual de
duction, fir.stly, by the allowance of cosrs 
and, secondly, by way 'Of depreciation of the 
assets, the cost of which had already been 
allowed as deductions." 
INCOME AND CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 
There is a clear line of demarcation between 

income and capital expenditure. If this mat
ter is pressed, items at pres·ent allowed- as de
ductions will be put into capital expenditure 
and will not be allowed as annual deductions 
but will be merely covered by annual depreciaw 
tion. In the case of two properties si·de by 
side, one undrained with a 30 cwt. yi,eld and 
valued at £150 an acre, and the other drained 
with a 2 ton yi·eld and worth £200 an acre, the 
increa·sed yield is the result of drainage which 
was a capital investment_ to that grower. The 
grower who put in drainage has, however, had 
the whole of his cost aUowed as an income tax 
deduction. If we press this matter the Taxa
tion Commissioner is going to say that every
thing that is of a .capital nature must ·be capi
talised, and the grower will only be allowed de
preciation o.n it. I am sure that ·every man 
here would :prefer to have these costs deducted 
instead of being allowed 5. per eent. deprecia
tion on them. In this matter we hav-e to oe 
very sure of our case and submit it in such a 
way "that it will not invalidate the present 
allowance that we are receiving. 

Mr. Chapman: I appreciate the point raised, 
particularly in areas in which drainage is be
ing. carried out. Under the ·cost of replace
ments we are only allowed eighteenpence to 
replace a tree worth £5, whereas if you l'Ose :t 
horse you are allowed the fu11 capital value 
of the horse. 

Mr. Malloch: That is a replacement alloww 
ance rather than a depreciation. 

REPLACEMENTS 
Mr. Jacka: You will not be allowed replaca· 

ment on an additional area ·on your farm. 
Some might not have the money to provide 
labor and materials to replace ditchings. VVh.a.t 
is the position when you have claimed depr·e
ciation on racks -over 20 years. and you have 
to rebuild? The allowanc-e will not be giVen 
when the racks have been depreciated out of 
existence. It seems to be a matter of whether 
we are going to gain or lose by pressing this 
claim. Even Mr. Malloch's objections bristle 
with anomalies. The matter might be con
sidered apart from the dried fruits ·industry. 

Mr. J. H. Gordon (Victoria): What is the 
analogy in the case of a sheep farmer? A 
sh·eep is to, the tree what wool is to the fruit. 
It would be interesting to follow what happen.:! 
in the case of a man losing his sheep, as he 
loses nOt only his sheep but his wool. 

Mr. Malloch: He would lose income for the, 
year. Mr. Jacka's attitud·e in not claiming de
preciatinn on his racks _is wrong. I .suggest 
that the matter be referred to the Board of 
Management as that course gives both Mr. 
Jacka and Mr. -.Chapman the ·opportunity of 
taking it up with the Board again. 

Mr. HQwie: I think that stronger represen
tations ·could be made by citrus growers. 

Mr. Wint·erbottom: It would be better if the 
case were put through the members of Parlia
ment for the district. 

FEDERAL MATTER? 
Mr. Jacka: My personal view is that action 

should be tak6n through Federal bodie.s. We 
were going to use Mr. Kerr's serviees with the 
Citrus Associations. I agree with the method 
of approach through Federal members of Par
liament. 

Mr. Howie.: There could be a recommenda
tion from the Council that ~eaDh Branch takfJ 
up the matter with its Federal Member. 

It Was then agreed: 
11That this Conference recommends the 

Delegates from the various districts to ar~ 
range for their branches to bring the matter 
of depreciation of orchards for Income tax 
purposes before their respective Federal 
representatives." 

VICTORIAN DRIED 
FRUITS BOARD 

RURAL iNDUSTRIES RECONSTRUCTION 
COMMITTEE-RUBBER GLOVES-SPUR 
PRUNING-. RELEASES Of VINE FRUITS 

Meetings of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board 
were held in Melbourne on 26th August, 1943 

~~~k~;h J.0~~~~~By~94;~esid~~e a~~a~~~~ ~~~ 
present also: Messrs. F. M. Read (deputy 
chairman), S. R. Mansell, H. V. Davey, A. Raw
lingS, D. A. Cockroft and D. E. Barry Wood. 

LATE MR. J. M. BALFOUR 
The chairman referred to the death of Mr. 

J. M. Balfour who, for many years, had been 
chairman of the Board. Mr. Moloney inform-

ed members that he had forwarded a telegram 
t'O Mrs. Balfour ·expre.ssing the sympathy of th'e 
members and officers of the Board, and also 
stated that, in .company with the secretary of 
the A.D.F.A., he had attended the fun.eral of 
the late Mr. Balfour. Members expressed 
their sympathy and endorsed the actio.n taken 
by the chairman. 

With regard to the circular letter forwarded 
by the Board to packing houses·~ to ascertain 
the wording appearing on doc~ets issued for 
fruit received for d·ehyd,ration or other treatw 
ment, so that the Board might have a g.uide in 
the preparation of a uniform docket for this 
purpose, it was reported that a basis for uni· 
formity in this matter was being Considered 
by the Mildura Packers' As.socia.tion and the 
l\iildura ·District Council of the A.D.F.A. It 
was agreed to- de·fer further action until the re~ 
.suit of the discussion between these two 
bodies Was known. 

Th-e chairman informed members that advice 
had been received from Inspectors D. D. Brown 
(Swan Hill) ·and, C. W. Wills (Horsham) inti
mating that they wOuld be pleased to accede 
to the Board's request that, in the course of 
their ordin'ary duties, they should inspect local 
grocers' shops, with the_ obje-ct of ·ensuing that 
fruit displayed therein was correctly marked 
and branded. 
RIJRAL INDUSTRIES RECONSTRUCTION 

COMMISSION 
The chairman reported to members on the 

memorandum submitted to the Com:thission by 
the Consultativ.e C-ommittee and stated that he 
had also given sworn evidence before the 
commission upon various phases of the indus
try. Mr. Moloney said that, in his evidenee 
he had fully explained certain -portions of the 
memorandum. 

COpy of a repo"rt forwarded b'y the Regional 
Organiser, Mildura, to the chairman, War 
Agricultural Committee, regarding a .suspect,ed 
form of improper spur pruning of sultanas and 
gordos by a certain grower, waS submitted to 
the meeting. It was agreed to refer the re
port to the DirectOT-General of F-oodstuffs, 
pointing out the seriousness of· such a practice 
and a.sking the nature of the· pow-er which was 
available to pr;event same under the National 
Security Regulations-the board. to offer its co
operation in preventi-ng any repetition or ex
tension of the practice. 

USE OF RUBBER GLOVES 
At the October meeting, the chairman in

formed members that the necessary ste:ps 
were being taken for the distribution of forms 
of a.pplication by the Regional Organiser (Mr. 
A. Morg'aD.) in the Kerang-Swa.n Hill districts 
(including Koraleig.h and Goodnight) to those 
growers requiring rubber gloves and rubber 
boots and similar arrangements are being 
made with· the Mildura Regional Organiser 
(Mr. R. Roberts) for the Mildura district (in
cluding Dare ton and Curlwaa). 

SPUR PRUNING 
With reference to the case of s:pur pruning 

of sult'anas which had been brought under the 
notice of the Board, the chairman stated that 
he ·had reported th'is matter to the Controller
General of Food who had advised that the 
Director-General of AgricultUre had asked the 
Victorian Department of Agriculture for a full 
report as it was a matter of ditect interest to 
the State Department as well as to the Com
monwealth. The CO-ntroller-General of Food
stuffs stated that, if it is found that spur prun~ 
ing· should be definitely prohibited in the 
national interest and that this :practice cannot 
be plrevented under. State· Leg.islation, con~ 
sid,eration will immediately be given to the d.e
sirability of appropriatE;J- action being taken 
under the -Nationil Security Regulations. 

RELEASES OF VINE FRUITS 
A circular was received from the A.D.F.A. to 

the effect that distributors had been notified of 
the final rel,eases of dried vine fruits, bringing 
the percentages allocated, based on last year's 
deliveries, to th·e following: Currants 90%; 
sultanas 86%; lexias and seeded raisins 90%. 

MEETING OF DRIED FRUITS INTERESTS 
The chairman report,ed· having attended a 

meeting with representatives of the Common~ 
wealth Export Control Board, the Australian 
Dried. Fruits Association and the Department 
of C'Ommerce, to deal 'With the ov·erseas and 
local allocations O>f the remaining quantities of 
dried vine fruits based on the latest pack esti~ 
mates. It was ·expected that finality would 
Eoon be reached in·-regard to this matter. 

The question ~of-the threatened shortag.e ot 
black coal to supply the irrigation pumping 
plants in Red Cliffs and Merbein districts was 
discussed at length by the Board. It was de
cided to communicate with the Prime Minister, 
requesting him to take 'action to ensure that 
t'he necessary coal supplies would be made 
available. 

Other business of a routine nature consisted 
of a surv,ey of the pack figures up to the 30th 
September, 1943, adopti-on of the board's 
financial statement tO' date and· the passing a.f 
the B'Oa:rd':s accounts. 
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Local War Agricultural 
·~ 

Lack of Interest in Recommendations Claimed 

·An interesting discussion took place at Federal Council in regard to Local 
War Agricultural Committees recommendations. Concern was expressed a! 
the lack of interest shown in these recommendations, and at the same time, 
the opportunity was taken to discuss the supply of wire netting and galvanised 
non. 

Introducing; the subject, Mr. H. H. Goodman 
(Woorinen) said:-\Ve all know that there is 
a shortage of such materials as galvanised iron 
and wire netting. At the same time, we are 
urged to reach a high quota of production, 
and ill South Australia" arrangements are being 
made to divert a greflter portion oi the vine 
crop from the wineries to dried production. 
Gro..,vers have had to send their products to 
the wineries because we had no supplies of 
wire rietting for them. 

ADDITIONAL IRON ESSENTIAL 
Mr~ E. D. Sims (Barmera): The supply of 

additional quantities ,of iron must be arranged 
if more gordos are to be dried, as they have 
to be hot-dipp-ed. We find that the fault is 
in the class of solder used rather than in the 
iron itself. V\Tith regard to wire netting our 
allocation would be sn.fftcient ior eight racks 
only, and it will be a difficu1t matter to allot 
that q_uaitity to growers. Provision must be 
made for increased drying accommodatjon. 

Mr. W. N. Sumner (AnFA Secretary): The 
quantity 'Df wire netting allotted to the indJ.-1S
try was a little more than 53 miles, or 910 
coils each .of 100 yards. That quantity was 
allocated to the various :packers on their pack 
of dried fruits in 1942. The Materials Supply 
Section had as-sured me that no galvanised 
wire netting was being made for anyone, but 
as a special consideration it agreed to make 
53 miles avail:ible to the Dried Fruits· Indus
try. If it is essential to oblain mo1·e, we carl 
make the necessary representations· accord
i'ng to the information supplied to rus by 
packers. 

Mr. Sims: We were offered black netting 
which would have been unsuitable, and then 
we were .offered this q ullntity of 4-ft. netting. 
If that is all that is available it will be diffi
cult to allow for any increase in dried fruits 
yield,- and any additional quantity will prob
ablY: arrive too late. 

.DELIVERY DIFFICULTIES 
Mr. Sumner: The difficulty with regard to 

South Australia is to obtain shipping space. 
The big bulk of the Victorian netting has 
already arrived. Rylands have advised me 
that the netting is ready, but it is ju.st a 
questi-on of getting it shipped. 

Mr. E. N. Seary (Renmark): I have just re
ceived the information that this netting has 
arrived in Adelaide. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom: Some of our net
ting arrived yesterday. 

Mr. Sumner: Apart from the 53 miles that 
was- made for us, provision was made for a 
small additional quantity, another 100 rolls, 
for urgent cases. My Lrouble is how I am 
going to split it up, and Coundl might in· 
struct me on t•his point. If it is to be divided 
un the 1942 pack, the allocati<On will be in 
ones·, twos and threes. 

Mr. Sims: T·he diversion of gordds from the 
wineries is linked with the -question of the 
supply of iron and nettin.g and water piping. 
We havo practically no pri'Drity as far as water 
piping is concerned. It is all being diverted 
to the water department, and no-ne is coming 
to the river. 

Mr. Sumner: Our request for water piping 
was met in full-300 feet for one South· Aus
tralian packer. 

Mr. W. Jacka: Does the mover intend to 
discuss war agricultural committees or sup~ 
plies'! 

Mr. Goodman: If it is proved that stocks 
are inadequate f.or our requirements we should 
ask for more. I believe we have more sue· 
cess in putting these requests through our 
Association than through the local War Agri
cUltural Committee. I would accordingly 
move:-That application be made for further 
stocks of v;ire netting and galvanised iron, 
black No. 10 wire, for the dried fruits indus
try. 

Mr. E. E. Lloyd s·econded Mr. Goodman's 
motion. 

Mr. H. D. Howie: These requests must be 
supported by definite applications from indi
vidual packers. Only orders lodged in this 
manner will be met. 

GALVANISED IRON POSITION 
Mr. Sumner: There will be no galvani.sed 

iron made available for' the building of racks; 
galvanised iron will be available only for dip 
tanks. Galvanis.ed iron for water storage. must 
be ordered from the usual suppliers. VVe were 
allowed 40 tons of .galvanis·ed iron for dip 
tanks, and, in addition, we have sponsored 
other requests, making the total 53 tons of 
galvanised iron, mostly of 24 gauge, with some 
26 gauge. I think that >ve can get more gaJ
vanised i:ron for dip tanks, but not for any 
o.ther pm·pose. 

Mr. Sims: I consider that the motion should 
be altered to read that the present allocation 
of wire netting, wire and galvanised iron for 
use in processing dried fruits is deemed insuffi
cient and that the secretary be. instructed to 
communicate with the Packers' Association 
in all States with regard to·· any further re
quireinents of these materials. A resolution 
on these lines would throw the onus on the 
pickers of communicating their requirements 
to the secretary. 

M:r. R. Curren (Berri) : The diversion of 
fruit from the wineries will have a big bear
ing' on the subject, and it might be as we!J toQ 
wait until Mr. Howie makes, his statement 
on the matter. In the Berri district, there 
are growers who have not dried any lexias 
for- a number of ·years and have no facilities 
for drying. 

After some further di'scussion, it was 
agreed that in the opinion of this conference. 
the. quantities at present available of wire 
netting, galvanised ari'd black iron and wil-e, 
are insufficient for the l'equirements of the 
industry. Packers are urged to advise their 
requil'ements to the secretary of the Associa
tion, to follow of further representartions be
made to the authorities. 

LOCAL COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDA· 
TIOI'IS 

Mr. Goodman: All supplies must be applied 
for through the lo-cal War Agricultural Com
mittee. The committee in "our· district has 
had a good de-al of success, but not as much 
as it would wish. We have our cases of minor 
rec-ommendations being turned ·down, and 
others agreed to. A recommendation for a 
tractor for a man who had a lot of travel· 
ling to do was n-ot ·approved. In fact, it is 
only 011 minor matters that we have had much 
success. 

Mr. Jacka: On our District War Agricul
tural Committee we had a growers' represen
tative who- was not appointed by any organisa
tion. This committee functioned for 12 
months, but it became unsatisfactory be
cause .of labor requirements, and we were 
asked to form a sub-committee. The whole 

l 

Committees 
of our executive o.f .10, and the members of 
the citrus section, are members of this war 
agricultural suh-committee. The 1irst ques
tion we had to consider was the releas·e of 
twelve expert pruners from the cannery and 
the water works. We incurred a £12 tele
phone bill during the course of thtee weeks' 
application for them through the WAC; evenw 
tually they .gave us Land Army Girls who had 
one week's trainiJ;J.g-it takes three years to 
make a good apricot pruner. The girls can 
do the job with vines. The whole of my 
vines have been pruned by girls who had 
never been on an orchard before. We ·are 
engaged in a survey 'D·f labor for the coming 
fruit season. This ·is a man-sized job. Every 
fruitgrower in the district has· had a question
naire for the supply .of Land Army Girls. 
That supply is now limited as you have to 
book for your requirements months ahead. 
The Federal Government says th!i.t it is going 
to release 20,000 "B" ·class soldiers, but there 
are grave doubts as to when they will be 
available. Further, if a grower is not going 
to increase his production there· is no hope 
of his getting addWonal labor. I say that it 
is just as necessary to maintain production as 
to increase it. There is a considerable amount 
of overlapping in the work -of the War Agri
cultural ·Comi.nittees, and lack of finality in 
the procuring of esseritial labor requirements. 

TOBACCO SUPPLIES 
Mr. Winter.hottom: I am a member of the 

local War Agricultural Committee, and, al· 
though we are not getting all that we want, 
we have a certain amount of success with 
our recommendations·. One very live ques
tion was tobacco. The pickers had to get 
tohacc,o .or they would not stay; one man 
used to go as far as Ouyen in the weekwend 
to get his tobacco. We ce:ftainly have not 
had the same ex:perience as the committee 
in Nyah, and it looks as if there were some 
other influence at work there. By and large, 
these committees help us considerably. In 
the Mildura district, labor is handled by the 
enlarged growers' committee, as a comtn.ittee 
on labor. 

Mr. Howie: As a member of the War Agri· 
cultural Committee in our district, I have 
sympathy with the resolution. Our experi
ence ha.s been similar. W·e were supposed 
to have a great number of powers-, but in 
practice powers of rec-ommendation do not 
go much further than the central body. An 
official visited the· river to inquire into the 
housing question, and he said that there was 
a distinct probability of subsidised hostels for 
workers. We went to a great deal of trouble 
over the matter, but e~/entual:1y received word 
that there would be n'Dthin.g doing in this 
direction. One of our sections went on with 
the hostel plan. The amount involved was 
£1200 to £1300. The Department of War Or
ganisation of ·Industry said that it would not 
reoOmmend the plan, after having intimated 
that it would help on a £ fo1· £ basis, and 
H. refused to authorise the work when the 
local body wanted tO proceed without any 
.add\Uonal -help. I am not strongly appre
ciative of the value of the War Agricultural 
Gommittees, They are able to make recom
mendations for odds and ends, but for major 
requirements they want more power. 

Mr. Goodman: One of our loQcal committee
men has resigned in protest, and others are 
threatening to resign. 

POWERS OF COMMITTEES 
Mr. Chapman: One official dealing with the 

question of food production outlined the func
ti·O·ns of the War Agricultural Committees and 
.said that they definitely were going to be 
given much wider powers. According to him, 
the committees would not only recommend a 
thing, but would practically grant things· to 
enable production to be carried on in their 
respective· areas. 

Mr. Hudson: When we approached the man
p,owel' officer in Sydney he pointed out that 
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the DVVACs were set up to do away with a 
lot of short-circuiting. Originally the appli
cations were inade thrDugh the local polic-e
man. It was found that this sy.stem was not 
satisfactory, and local c-ommittees_ we.re ~hen 
appointed. Even this did not g1ve ent1:rely 
satisfactory results, and there was a tendency 
for app-lications to be held up in bottlene?ks 
which developed, but finally many applica
tions were straightened out. 

A WATC.HING BRIEF 
Mr. J. B. Murdoch: The inconveniences of 

the system have been dwelt on by previous 
speakers, but there may be something else. 
We have super-emphasis .. on the agricultural 
industries -of the Commonwealth, and men ar~ 
loy3.Uy giving service in trying to improve 
matters for gl'O·wers.· The coming into being 
of a Federal Department of Agriculture has 
encouraged the idea that it will be a very 
valu-able media for giving control in the nea-r" 
future. With industries as well organised as 
ours, this idea may not apply to the same 
extent as to industries with no central or
ganisations to speak for them. Industries lil:ce 
ours should hold a watching brief and be 
alive to the interests of producers which 
might be threatened. If this control was only 
a wartime ·measure, and was getting results, 
our views would be different. We have to 
witch that these regional committees are not 
an inCubus and have not been set up to advise 
on the sale ,of the various primary product&. 

Mr. Ll()yd: W'e h~ve in Nyah a very sym
pathetic committee. The regional chairm.an 
in Kerang is a very keen sensible man who 
has doone all: in his power to see that every
thing is carried out satisfactorily. I am more 
familiar With the position with regard to labor, 
which last year: was in a hopeless. muddle 
from start to finish. I had to find transport 
throughout the district. On one occasion 25 
men were due to arrive, and we provided 
transport for this numbe_r but found that only 
. one man arrived, some of the men having been 
diverted to Re-d Cliffs and others having good 
reasons for not leaving their fanns. We know 
that the 111an:power arrangement& in Swan Hill 
have improved. The authorities. have had per
sonal interviews with men and have their 
.signature that they ·will be available for the 
dried fruits harvest after certain dates. We 
·have climatic conditions which may preclude 
the farm hands from getting a way. 

Mr. G. J. Hyndman: These committees in 
each State function directly under the -De
partment of Agriculture, and assist the Min
ister in certain respects. 

Mr. Goodman: In many cases t:he local offi
cer is an officer of the Department of Agri
cu)ture, and many are averse to pressing the 
recommendatiOns against th8 wishes of su
perio:r ,officers. 

It was then resolved. that this Conucil 
views wfth alarm the lack. of interest shown 
to recomme-ndations frQn1 Regional and Local 
Wa_r: Agricultural Committees. -

NEW SOUTH WALES 
DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

November Meeting 
Among the matters of special concern t·o 

the dried fruits industry discussed at the semi
annual meeting Df the New South Wales Dried 
Fruits Hoard held at Sydney on November 18 
and 19· were post-war reconstructiQn and min
power requirements~ 

Regular meetings of the Board are heltt 
twice yearly, as member.s are res.fdent in 
widely-separated districts -of New South Wales. 
Between meetings the Hoard's decisions are 
given by correspondence, authority for which 
procedure is included· in the Dried Fruits Act. 

POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION 

It was noted that evidence on· behalf of 
the various Dried Fruits Boards and the in
dustry generally had been given. before the 
Rural REiconstruc'tion Committee at Mel
bourne. The Board discussed the matter at 
len.gth. It was C'onsidered that the formation 
of an interstate body is necessary to a-dvise 
on such problems as the alloCation of water 
supplies and further plantings on an iilterstate 
basis. It was also considered essential that 
the dried fruits industry be associated in an 
appropriate way with the deliberations of the 
suggested body; 

It appears impossible to escape the conclu
sion that the post-war stability of the present 
dried vine fruits industry is dependent on the 
retenti-on Qf the preferential treatment ac
corded Australian dried fruits in the United 
Kingdom and Clinadian markets. It was conw 
sidered that, in the circumstances, it would 
,be unwise to extend pr:esent plantings of vine'3 
or materially increased plantings ,of trees for 
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productivn of dried fruits unless investigations 
of post-war development in overseas markets 
justified such plantings. 

MANPOWER 
Reference was made to the valuable work 

undertaken by the War Agricultural Commit· 
tees in the various dried fruits producing dis
tricts. It was noted, that personnel Of the 
Women's Land Army would be used to the 
greatest possible extent during the coming 
seas-on. 

The Bo-ard discussed the production targets 
set for the dried fruits industry. Concern 
was expressed as to the possible effect of the 
non-inclusion of the industry in the provision 
of absolute pri,Ority as. granted to the dairy
ing, poultry, beef and vegetable industries. 
It was decided to bring the matter under the 
notice of the ,Commonwealth Authorities 
through the Consultative Committee- so that 
adequate pri.ority s]loq_ld be -obtained fior the 
dried fruits indl!Stry. 

MOISTURE CONTENT OF DRIED 
PRUNES 

It was noted that no decision had been 
given by the Director-General of Food Supply 
is to the moisture content of dried prunes 
to be packed for the Services during the C·Om· 
ing -sea::wn. It was reported that a quantity 
of prunes had been packed unde1· various speci· 
ficati•ons ·and that in all probability the final 
specifi-cation covering next season's fruit 
wou!d depend on the result of the experi
ments. 

The Hoard considered the possible effeci- of 
restriction .of moisture content in the pack on 
the post war welfare of the prune industry. 
It was decided to bring the matter under the 
notice of the Director-General of Food Sup
ply, In the interests ,of the growers it is. 
intended to press for equitable price adjust· 
ment to cover Service pack in the event of 
any alteration in the present specification 
affecting moisture content . 

GENERAL 
Revised allocation of dried vine fruits for 

the Commonwealth market and pack esli· 
mates for the c·oming season were discussed. 
Action taken ·to secure .equitable civilian dis
tribution of available supplies was endorsed. 

Progress reports in regard to manurial ex
periments being carried ou,t ·on the M.I. Areas 
by Dr. F. T. Bowman, Fruit Research _Officer, 
Department of Agriculture, to obviate prema
ture drop .of D'agen prunes were noted. The 
premature drop has represented a consider
able loss to growers during rec-ent years. The 
cost of the manures was defrayed by the 
Board. · · 

The Board decided to continue the special 
inspection service designed to prevent illegg,l 
traffic in dried fruits. The present position 
in this c-onnection was considered satisfactory. 

V.ariou.s financial statements, including pre· 
liminary estimates of expenditure for 1944, 
were considered and a~proved. 

Applications for renewal of registration of 
packing houses during the coming year were 
considered by the Board, and decision made 
in respect of each applicaUon. 

Amongst many other matters dealt wlth at 
the meeting were applications for renewal of 
registration of dehydrators, labelling of con
tainers of dried prunes and legal advisings 
affecting administration of the Act and regu· 
lations. 

NYAH-WOORINEN DRIED 
FRUITS ENQUIRY 

COMMITTEE 

Twelfth Annual Report 
Mr. P. '1'. Byrnes·, chairman of the Nyah· 

Woorenin Dried Fruits Enquiry Coinmittee, 
made special reference to- the future work of 
the committee in the twelfth animal report.. 
He said. competition was keen in agriculture 
throughout the world, and only peoples who 
kept abreast of the times and modernised 
theil' pro-duction methods could survive the 
strq_ggle for markefs. 

They intended locally as part of the ·C.S. & 
LR. to have the foundation prepared for a 
future programme of investigations which 
wOuld enable a Dfactical examination of what
ever problems arose, as well as to test out 
new methods. 

Otlleu- .interesting items from the rep<Jrt 
are:-

MR. WALTERS TRANSFERRED 

:Mr. D. V. Walters, M.Sc., who has been 
responsible for the field work at Woorinen, 
under direction -of Mr. A. V:. Lyon, M.Sc., of 
Merbein Research StatiQn, had been trans· 
ferred to Griffith (N.S.W.) Research Station. 
During the 12 years the committee had been 
functioning, Mr. Walters had carri•ed out an 
important series of field exr)eriments, some 
of which were unique in Australia. '!'his work 
was of exceptional value to vinegrowers, all 
of whom had great confidence- in Mr. Walters. 

LAST YEAR'S WORK 

The general position created by the war 
meant that much of -our field enquiries had 
to be. discontinued. '!'his follows the position
at l\ilerbein Research Station, which is very 
much under-staffed, and has had to drop 
everything but the m-ost essential work. At 
Merbein great attention has "'een paid to the 
growing of special classes ·of se,eds-for d·rug 
plants and vegetables-which are urgently re
quired because of the war. This work has 
taken . precedence over ordinary vineyard exw 
periments. Except where continuity had to 
be pres,erved, field trials are therefore ·sus
pende-d for- the duration of the war. 

FERTILISER TRIALS 

The fertilisers were being applied, but it 
has· been impossible to tabulate results or col
lect data. This will be picked up <igain at 
the end of hog_tilities. 

LOT 38H (DEMONSTRATION BLOCK) 
This block again produced a good crop--

18 tons. No experimental work other than the 
drainage trials was done this year. The com
mittee now has a surplus of nearly £500 in 
this block account, which will be available in 
future for expans·ion of work to help cope 
with post-war problems. It will be an ad
vantage to have in the Nyah-Woorinen sec
ti-on of the Murray Valley a firmly established 
vineyard for research Work and enquiries to 
enable growers to keep abreast of the times. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Board of Manage

ment of the Ass-ociation will be held in Mel
bourlle on Thursday, December 16. 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

/ 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Packed under the weii-known 

"PADlOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 
Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers 



p 
I 

" 

"<" I 

THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, DECEMBER, 1943 

United Nations Conference 
Agriculture 

From 18th May to 30th June, 1943, there were gathered together at Hot 
Springs, Virginia, U.S.A., at the invitation of the Government of the U.S.A. the 
representatives of 44 nations to consider the goal of freedom from want in 
relation to food and agriculture. 

The countries represented included Australia, Canada, China, France, Great 
Britain, Greece, India, Iran, Iraq, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway. 
Russia, South Africa and U.S.A. 

One of the representatives of Australia was Mr. F. L McDougall, C.M.G., 
Economic Adviser to the Australian High Commissioner, London, and Chairman 
of the London Agency of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Board. 

The conference recognised that freed'om 
from want means a secure, an- adequate, and a 
suitable .supply of food for every man and that 
this would necessitate 'a great incr·ease in the 
world production qf food. 

It was shown that in all countries large sec
tions of the population (Lid not get adequate 
and suitable food for health and that in many 
countriM the majority 'Of the people are in this 
situation, and that hec'ause of this malnutrition 
various dis·eases are- very prevalent. 

In many of the poorer countries deaths from 
tuberculosis number from 150 to 250 a 100,000, 
whilst in many better fed populations the mor
tality from this scourge l;las been reduced to 30 
or 40 a 100.000. About 75 per cent. of the 
1150 million inhabitants in Asia have a di-et far 
below the standard for health. In U.S.A. more 
than one-third of the military recruits have 
been found physically unfit for servic-e and the 
highest ratio of rejections came from those 
parts of the c-ountry known to be the wor-st fed. 
Throughout the world there is under consump
tion of food 1eaed,ing to malnutrition and its 
atteiidant- evils. 

HEALTHFUL TYPES OF FOOD 

The work of the conference also showed 
that the mo.st healthful types of food are -in 
manY cases thos·e produced by methods of 
farming best cal-culated to maintain the pro
ductivity of the soil and increase and make 
more -stable the r-eturns to producers. 

It was re-solved that free·dom from want for 
the p-eople in all lands can ·only be achieved by 
coordinated action an-d mutual responsibilitY 
on the part of ,;--all the Governmellts and 
Authorities repres-ented at the conference to 
expand and improve production, to increase 
employment. to raiS'e levels of consumption 
and to establish greater freedom in interna
tional commerce. 

AGRIQULTURE AND INDUSTRY 

The methods recomme-nded by the confer
ence to do this included the establishment of 
an equitable balance b-etYl·een agricultul'le· and 
industry by the development and best use of 
agricultural a-n-d other material !"~sources, the 
orderly management of currencies and ex
change, an improvement in the methods and a 
re-duction in the cost of distribution in inter
national trade and the reduction of all barriers 
to internationa-l trade and transportation. 

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

Other recommendations were that the Go· 
v-ernme.nts and Authorities represented at the 
conference:-

Increase the food resources and improve the 
diets of their people. 

Study the relati-onship between malnutrition 
and impaired bodily he•alth and vigor. 

tional Organisation should be created at an 
early date to study the .feasibility and desira
bility of making international arrangements 
for the or-d·erly conduct of the production and 
distribution of food and agricultural commodi· 
ti·e-s. 

INTE;RIM COMMISSION ESTABLISH.ED 

It was de-cid1e-d to establish an Int-erim Com· 
mission consisting, of one representative of 
each Government and AUthority for the _carry
ing out, as far as possible under "W'ar condi· 
tions, the recommendations of the' conference, 
and to formulate a spe-cific plan for a perman· 
ent organisation consisting of -GovP.-rnments not 
represented as well as those represented at 
the confe:r<enc·e to carry out the recommenda
tions of the conference in the post-war period 
·particUlarly those relating to the production, 
•distribution an-d consumption of food and othe1~ 
agricultural products. The Gove·rnments of 

. the Unite-d States -of Am-erica was invited to 
take whatever preliminary action may be 
necessary for the establishment -of the Interim 
Commission. 

Th·e Governments and Authorities repres·-ent· 
ed at the conference affirmed the principle of 
mutual . responsibility and co-ordinated action 
in the transition period which may ·extend over 
several y-ears afte-r th-e end of the war:-

(a) To .supply the basic requirements of 
essential foodstuffs and certain other agricul
tural and marine- products and the necessary 
in-struments of production such as fertilisers, 
and machinery aml the means of international 
transportation. 

(b) To prevent .speculative and violent fluc
tuations in the prices of food, the instruments 
of production and other neCEssities including 
industrial g.oods. 

(c) To effect post-war readjustment of agri
cultur-e to achiev-e a progressive and balanced 
expansion of production and consumption 
throughout the world. 

It has only been possible in this short survey 
to refer briefly to the principal questions dis
cussed at this world conference. They are all 
voery fully set out in a publication e-ntitled 
"Final Act an-d .. Section Repo•rts of the United 
N'ations Co-nference on Food and Agriculture" 
and in .shorter form in a white paper "Miscel
laneous No. ·3 (1943)" published in London by 
His Majesty's Stationery Office. The- 33 recom· 
mendations made by this International Confer
enCe which was held at the instance of the 
Government of the· United States of America 
and at which the United Kingdom, Australia,. 
Oanada, New Zealand, South Africa, were re
pr-esented cover practically every aspect of the 
world production and distribution of food .. 

' 

On Food and 
To .au interested in the production in Aus

tralia o:f dried fruits and other primary pro
ducts these recommendations are of special 
interest and merit very careful consideration. 

FINANCIAL POSITION 
OF A.D.F.A. 

Sound Position Disclosed 
In Annual Report 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, on behalf of the 
Finance Committee appointed at Federal 
Council ptesented the following report:

HEAD OFFICE ACCOUNTS 
Your .Committee have reviewed the expendi

ture for the year and noted that the accounts 
show a reduced expenditure, being £4758, c•om
pared with £5405 last year and £556_7 and 
£6022 respectively for the two previous years 
showing a p1·ogressive reduction over the four 
war years. 

The follO\Ying is a comparison of the various 
F'inance Comnlittee's items with the previous 
year:-

Board & Council AlloWances & 
Expenses . . . . . . . . £1,272 

Head Office Salaries & Ade-
laide and Brisbane allowances 1,908 

General Expenses . . , . , . 934 
"Dried Fruits News•· .. , .. , 298 
Grant to Publicity Committee 250 
Marlreting Organisation . . 66 
Endowment 20 
Depreciation . . . . . . . . 10 

Last 
Year. 

£1,243 

1,866 
1,031 

352 
550 
333 
20 
10 

£4,758 £5,405 

The l'evo;mue from, levies is £8487, against 
£11,347 last year. The apparent shrinkage is 
entirely due to slower shippin.g, the amount of 
levy outstanding being £5156 against £2344 
last year. The levy collectable from the two 
yearS is, therefore, almost the same. 

Interest from deposits and bonds amounted 
to £589, being £451 last year. 

BALANCE SHEET 
The balance sheet shows that we are hold

ing £24,639 in liquid assets, of which £5645 
was held in bank deposits and £18,994 in
vested in •Commonwealth loans, an increase 
of £3750 being the amount invested in War 
Loans during the year. 

The sum invested in MIDA now amountS 
to £53,063, against £64,412 last year. 

Of this sum £23,383 has been taken from 
the general funds and £29,680 from the stabili
sation fund. 

LEVY 
You committee recommend that • the levy 

for 1944 season remain at 3/- -per ton, of which 
6d. per ton is returned to branches. 

In recommending the adoption, the com
mittee wish to record their appreciation of 
the work of the B-oard of Management and 
the president (Mr. P. Malloch) of MIDA, 

ALLOWANCES &. EXPENSES 
Board •Of Management.-Your committee re

commend the fees Df the Board of Manage
ment be £3 per day, with a minimum of four 
days fo1· each m8eting. 

COUNCIL ALLOWANCES 
'l'·o remain as at pl'esent-35/- per day. 
The report was adopted by Federa,I Council. 

-Establish National Nutrition Organisations 
to· asc-ertain food consumption habits and the 
nutrition status of different sections of the 
people. 

Exchange. information and experience b9-
tween the several N'ati-onal Nutrition Organisa
tions. 

Mak·e every endeavor by international action 
to ensure an adequate supply of credit to agri
culture through all types of. suitable pri1ra.t8 
co-operative and public credit institutio.ns at a 
low rate of interest and favorable conditions r)f 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED liMITED 

· red·emption. 
Endeavor to further estiblish producing co

operative societies in order to lower costs of 
:vr·oduction and costs of distribution and mar
keting .. 

Examine the existing systems of land tenure 
and other conditions of 'agriculture and do 
what is ne-cessary to promo·te the productivity 
and efficiency of agriculture and the welfare 
of its workers. 

Survey their land and water resources to de
termine to what extent the production of food 
could be incr-eased. 

It was also recommended that an Interna· 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits. 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit--

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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The A·ctivities of the 
Board of Management's Report 

The Board of Management in its report to federal Council slimmarised the 
activitie8 of the Association for the past year. The difficulties being experi
enced as a result of the war particularly regarding labor, materials and market-
ing were a feature of the report. . 

Tlie l'eport of the board was presented by 
Mr. H. 'D. Howie, O.B.E., as follows:-

The 1943 crop was gathered under difficult 
conditions. The problem of obtaining harvest 
labor is becoming increasingly difficult and will 
require all the sympathetic treatment that the 
manpower authorities can giv'e. The action 
of the military authorities in making available 
a number of the militia force and alien inter~ 
nees helped, particularly in South Australia. 
The assistance of the Women's Land Army 
was also appreciated. 

In Victoria the manpower authorities arrang
ed for and directed. labor to the fruit growing 
districts, resulting 'in the crop being sUccess
fully harvested. 

The Board d.esire to :draw attention to the 
requirements of the manpowe~ authoriUes, 
that adequate and satisfactory accommodation 
must be provided for seasonal workers, before 
allocation of labor will he made for harvesting. 

Generally the climatic conditions gr,eatly 
favored the growers and the crop which con· 
siderably exCeeded org,in'al estimates was har. 
v-ested in splendid condition. An exception 
occurred in W,estern Australia, whel .e ra.in 
Caused considerable damage to the currant 
crop. 

The most serious and disappointing feature 
of harvest operations was the strike of A.W.U. 
workers in Mildura and Renmark.· For- many 
Y'ear.s this industry has carri-ed on its work 
under awards made by the Arbitration Court, 
respected bY growers and men alike·, disputes 
and differences being referred to the Court for 
decision. The principl,e of arbitration was 
strongly supported by the Australian Workers' 
Union, and it is disquieting to find that when 
the ·Opportunity came for a "hold up," these 
principles were thrown to the wind. Apart 
from the rights and wrongs of the case, rwhich 
was a claim for a 44_ hour week, the right thing 
was to submit the case to the court, and 'as 
employers agreed to make any decision retro· 
spective, there was no justification for the 
strike. · '.rhe decision of the Arbitration Court 
has now been sought and will have bearing on 
the industry'.s cost of production. 

The case has been heard before Mr. Justice 
O'Mara, who has referred the maHer to t~ 
Full Court for decision. 

MARKETING 
The decisions of the Food Co.uncil in Wash· 

ington were important to this in-dustry, as Aus. 
tralia is a party to this convention and dried 
fruits were one of the items deitlt with. The 
principle und·erlying, the disposal of available 
foodstuffs, is that among the Allied nations the 
commo·dities most needed for the maintenanCe 
of our war effort, should be distributed where 
most needed, and. producing countries to he 
prepared· to accept a reduction of their normal 
requirements if necessary. Fortunately for 
us, provision was made to supply dried fruits 
in fuU to .the fighting forces quarter·OO in Aus~ 
tralia. On the showing at present, it appears 
that our civilian requirements in an the vine 
fruits >Yill be reasonably catered for, but, un~ 
fortunately our output of dried tree fruits was 
v·ery little more than the quantity required by 
the military forces. 

An effort has been mad·e to stimulate the 
production of dried· tree fruits, but with the 
exception of dried apples, there has been no 
mark,ed. improvement in this respect. The 
reasons for this failure are twofold, firstly new 
plantings cannot be brought into bearing in a 
few years and secondly there has been a paral~ 
lel -drive to increase the production of canned 
fruits and growers have found it more profit· 
able to sell their fruit fresh to the canneries. 

PRODUCTION COSTS 

Production costs continue to rise and the 
Federal Government pegged prices 'in April 
l&.st. with the view of staying this tr,end. 
""~here this action has not been effective in 
ho,lding down costs, the Government propos,e to 
meet 'the situation by· g_rants. Although this 
measure was primarily intended to deal with 
imported articles. over which the control of 
prices is not within the Govenrment''s power, 
the fact remains that wages are not pegged 
and this industry is threatened with a consid
erable increase if the 44 hour we·ek the Unions 

are seeking is granted. The whole question 
bristles with difficulties if the price position 
of our commodity remains fix,ed and ~ pre
liminary discussion of the problem has taken 
place with the Prices Commissioner. 
' Apart from actual rises in materials and 
wages, there are other factors that increase 
our costs very considerably, such as the ab
sence of experienced labor an-d the poor quality 
of the- box-timber we are forced to use. 

WAR DAMAGE INSURANCE 
The Association again undertook on behalf 

of Packers and Agents, the 'continuation of th·e 
War Damage In~:J.rance Plan. Thi.s year owing 
to del'ayed shipments of fruit to -ex·vort mar
kets, the amount of insurance premium i-nvolv
ed is somewhat greater thaD last year. It is 
hoped that owing to the more favorable con
ditions existing in Australia, that ·the Govern· 
ment may decide to relieve producers of the 
neces.sity of paying War Damage Insurance, or 
if the scheme is continued, th,e premiurr. will 
be considerably reduced .. 
11THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS" 

The publication has been continued and the 
boar·d wishes- to express its appreciation to Mr. 
J. H. Gordon for his efforts in connection with 
th·e editorial work in this publication. 

POST-WAR POSITION 
The· effect o-f the Atlantic Charter and the 

Mutual Aid: Agreement .on the Australian dried 
fruits industry in the post-war period has en
gaged the attention of the board. One. of the 
aims of tbe British Empire and the United 
States of America under the Charter and 
agreement to which they are parties, is by 
international action to expand the consumption 
of goods and reduce tariffs throughout th·e 
world. The effect on dried fruits of such rq 
policy would be a larger world demand and a 
reduction in Empire tariff preferences. The 
Board has already informed the Rural Recon
struction Commission, which has been appoint
ed by the Conimonwealth Government, to 
examine and. report on the question of the 
economic development of- primary industries 
after the war, that because- of the tariff pre· 
ferences for Empire dried fruits in the United 
Kingdom, Canada, 'and New Zealand, these 
countries offer the only payable outlets for the 
Australian surplus production o.f currants, sul· 
tanas and lexias, and, that unless these prefer
ences are continued after the war, or replaced 
by an international form of control of th13 
world's pro<luction and sale of dried fruits, 
which 'Will give payable returns to producers, 
the Australian dried fruits industry will be 
unable to maintain the presei:J.t living standards 
for producers and employees. The Export 
Control Board and State Boards have also pl'ac
ed the postwar position of the industry before 
the Rural Reconstruction Commission and the 
Department of Commerce and. Agriculture. 
THE LATE MR. W .. C. F. THOMAS, C.M.G. 
Through a fatal accident, the CommOnwealth 

Dried Fruits Control Board has been deprived 
of the services of their chairm'an. Mr. Thomas 
was chairmarl- of th,e Commonwealth Board 
since its inception, and this occasion is sought 
to place on record the appreciation of growers 
of his valued services. 

THE LATE MR. HUGH R. CRAWFORD 
Regret is also expressed at the passing b·f 

Mr. Crawford, who was a Government nominee 
on the South Australi'an Dried Fruits Board, 
where his s-ervices were much valued. 

DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
(S.A.) 

The ·south Australian Dried Fruits Board 
met on November 15, 1943, when the business 
transacted ~s mainly of a routine character. 

AUSTRALIAN MARKET ALLOCATION 

Among the special matters dealt with was 
the ailocation for the Australian market as a 
result of conferences between the Consulta
tive Committee, representatives of the Direc
tor-General of Food Supply, the Export Con· 
trol Board and the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association. The chairman (Mr. G. A. W. 

Association 
Pope) Submitted correspondence between him· 
self and the chairman of the Victorian Board 
together with statements showing how the 
allocations were arrived at. 

BOARD ELECTION 
In conneCtion with the election for three 

producers' representatives on the Board, the 
s·ecretary (Mr. W. N. TwiSs) reported that 
nominations had closed on November 12. 
Three nominations 'had been received for the 
tw.o seats for District No. 1 (Irrigated Areas), 
Messrs C. VV. Till and J. R. Jemiscn (sitting 
members), and Mr. H. H. Stone, of Glossop. 
Preparations were accordingly being made for 
a ballot of producers to be taken. In terms 
of the regulati·ons under the Dried Fruits Act 
ballot papers woUld be forwarded on Decem· 
ber 1, 1943, to all producers whose names 
apifeared on the Producers' Register for the 
Irrigated Areas. For District No. 2 (Non· 
Irrigated Areas) the only nomination received 
was that of Mr. C. E. Russell, sitting member. 
Mr. Russell, therefore, would be declared elec
ted in due course. 

The report of the grader under the Door 
Classification Plan in the Renmark Area (In
Spector P. J. Leighton) was received. This 
revealed progressive improvement. 

RUBBER GLOVES 
In regard to supplies of rubber gloves for 

growers, the Board accepted the recommenda~ 
tion of the 'CDnsultative Committee that each 
State Board makes its own arrangements in 
regard to supplies. The secretary reported 
that the Depa_rtment of Supply and Shipping 
was not favorable to tile Board's prop-osal to 
circularise growers dir.ect in regard to sup~ 
plies. All packing houses had been informed 
-of the position. 

DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
(W.A.) 

'!'he October meeting of the Board was at
tended by Mess.rs. H. S. Bickford (chairma.n), 
L. W. Mann, G. McD. Edgecombe, G. E. Stone, 
~:nd Jas. Duff, junr. 

PUBLICITY 
A letter was received- from the Dried Fruits 

Publicity Committee, relative to the annual 
payments of Dried Fruits. Bpards to the funds 
-of the Publicity Committee~' that the expense 
in Western Australia during the current finan
cial year was estimated would be £.90, and ask
ing for the Board's contribution for the year 
ending April 30, 1944. It was resolved tG 
ftp!)rove Df the payment of the Board's <:on
tribution of £90. 

1943 GROWERS' CONTRIBUTION 
The ·secretary stated that a request had 

been sent to the Registered Agents, for a list 
of the growers and the quantities of fruit 
produced by them for 1943, to enable the 
.preparation of an electoral roll, and the pay
ment of the 1943 growers' -contribution. 

BIENNIAL ELECTION 

The date f.or the biennial election ·was fixed 
for December 13, 1943, and the secretary was 
directed to see that all formalities in connec
tion with the election were fulfilled. 

GENERAL 
Reference was made to the disparity of pro

ceeds received by growers from registered 
a.gents in connection with number three grade 
currants for 1941, and it was- explained that 
the W A representativE? of the growers on the 
·Oommonwealth Dried Fruits CQntrol Board 
had made information ,available to growers at 
a recent meeting of the Viticulturists• Union. 

CongratulationS were extended to the chair
man on his being elected chairman of the 
Federated Chambers of commerce of WA. 

PRE-COOLING OF FRUIT 

From "Wings" The Official R.A.A.F. 
Jou.mal 

Reported that an Ameri.can firm iS already 
negotiating with the Government to take over 
bombers and convert them to fruit-carrying 
".crates." 

The fruit will be picked up at delivery point, 
taken to the ice strata, co-oled, and then the 
doors will be sealed, and delivered into stor
age New York. 

Pre·cwlers. at packing houses 11 be out 
of date. 

Is this possible in Australia? 
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Pre Federal Council _Board Meeting 

Agenda Items Considered 

At the pre~F ederal Council meeting of the Board of Management of the 
A.D.F.A. the main matters dealt with were those concerning items listed for 
discussion at the Council meeting. These subjects are dealt with i~ full in this 
issue under the heading of Federal Council matters. 

A feature qf the board meeting was the attendance of Mr. R. H. Gilbert, 
who has been recently appointed by the Commonwealth Government as its 
representative on the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Export Control Board. 

Mr. Gilbert will occupy the position of chairman of the Board, filling the 
vacancy caused by the death of the late Mr. W. C. F. Thomas, C.M.G. 

In introducing Mr. Gilbert to members', Mr. 
Howie. Chairman of the ADF A, said he felt 
the Dried Fruits Industry was fortunate that 
the Federal Government had .selected Mr. Gil
bert as their "represe~ntative. "Mil'. Gilbert 
held important positi{)US in the cOmmercial 
world, and we are very pleased to welcome 
him into dried fruit circles," added Mr. Howie. 

Mr. Gilbert thanked Mr. Howie for his wel
come, and said it was- iiuite right to· say he 
had not ha-d much associati-on. with dried fruit, 
but he felt he could be of use t-o the Dried· 
Fruits Industry in a comrhercial sense. He 
considered that dried fruits must be looked 
upon as a great national industry, alid fur
thermore the Government must do everything 
l)Ossible to see that it is maintained. 

ESSENTIAL MATERIALS 
Amongst other matters dealt with was that 

of the question of the supply of essential 
materials to the industry. In this category 
cartridges were an important item, and the 
secretary reported that he had approached the 
appropriate authorities and had been able to 
have large quantities released. 

In this regard, Mr. Lawrence mentioned that 
at a meeting of the Mid-Murray Valley Dis
trict oouncil ADF A, a discussion took place 
regarding supplies· -of cartridges f-or the .scar
ing of birds during the 1943 season and that 
tb,e impress.ion was gained that the secretary 
was to blame for no supplies being made avail
able.-... The secretary read correspondence that 
had pas·sed between him and the Woorinen 
Fruitgrowers' Co-op. Co. Ltd. in 1942, and as 
he had not heard anything further until Sep
tember 1943, he was not aware of any hitch 
having ·occurred in regard to supplies. Had 
the matter been reported, steps would have 
8een taken to try and remedy the position. 

Now that a percentage of dried fruits varie
ties of grapes are to be diverted from wine
making to the dried fruits pack, the problem 
of drying plant is involved. Large quantities 
of netting and wire are required if this plan 
is to be facilitated·. The .Board examined 
this positi-on, and the secretary was instructed 
to obtain statistics of requirements. The mat
ter is further ·dealt with under the heading 
of Federal Council Matters·. 

GRADING OF TREE FRUITS 

It was reported that the g1·adiltg of dried 
tree fruits under the Department of Commer.}e 
Regulations was. becoming increasingly -diffi
cult and that particularly in war time more 
leniency should be granted. Reference was 
made to the altered coudiUons · no.w existing 
in California. It was decided to approach Mr. 
R. P. Allen, Chief Fruit Inspector, on the 
matter, and request that m01·e leniency be 
shown when fixing samples, in regard to -de-. 
fects that are immaterial in the food value of 
the ar~ic1e. 

GASTOR MEAL 

of increasing by dehydrati-on, ,supplies . of 
Clingstonfl peaches and pears, which two lines 
seem to offer the most scope for increased 
supplies. 

GRADING OF CLINGSTONE PEACHES 
Correspondence exchanged between the As

·Sociation and Mr. R. P. Allen, Chief Fruit 
Inspector, was submi.tted. Mr. Allen aQ.vis,ed 
that his Department could not see their way 
to agree to the reguiaUons being amended to 
pr-ovide that the riddles spedfied for peeled 
peaches should also be used for unpeeled 
Clingst-one peaches·. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN INTERSTATE 
ACCOUNT - TREE FRUITS -

SEASON 1943 

A letter was received from Co-operated 
Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., Melbourne, ask· 
ing how the Association desired the appor
tionment of oharges incurred on shipping 
dried tree fntits sold ·under the Common
wealth Terms and Conditions of Sale this year. 

It was resolved that in regard to ali listed 
lines of dried tree frUits sold fOl' civilian 
trade, the charges incurred s·hould be bo-rne 
equitably by. all gNwers, in respect to the 
variety of fruif concerned and that Head Office 
make the necessary adjustment. 

ASSOCIATION'S 1943 
, MEETING 

Twenty-first Council Meeting 
Fully Representative 

The twenty-'first annual meeting of the 
Federal Council of the Australian Dried Fruits 
As,g'.ociation was held in the Mildura Town 
Hall sup,per-room :on Tuesday,- October 26, 
1943. Twenty-two growers' representatives at
tended together with members of the Board 
of Management and agents.' representatives. 

Apologies for n-qn-attendance were presj:lnted 
on behaft of Mr. A. Rawlings (Merbein), ab
sent Hi Melbourne ·On other district buslness, 
and Mr. J. R. Jemison (Ramco), absent owing 
to illness. Mr. J. c. Thompson (Merbein) 
attended in place. of Mr. Rawlings., and !\:Ir. 
·C. B. Williams (Waikerie) in place of lVrr. 
Jemison. 

Mr. L. B. O'Donnell was again elected un
opposed to the chair. Mr. O'Donnell, in re
turning thanks for b,is electi'On, Baid that he 
was looking for· the co-operation of delegates 
in dealing expeditiously with the business of 
'Council, without necessarily restricting the 
discussiOns. At the same lime every oppor-

I, 
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tunity would be given new delegates of ex
pressing their opinions in relation to the in
dustry and its problems. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

The following delegites were elected to the 
finance oommittee:-Messrs. Winterbottom 
(Convenor), Hazel, Cas-ey, Goodman, J. J. Mur· 
doch, Henshilwood, Hyndman, Little, Seary, 
Jacka, Chapman, Lloyd, Cutler, Sims, Williams 
and Curren. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT ELECTION 

The names of the retiring Board Members 
were announced .as follows:-Messrs. Howi('), 
Winterbottom, Lawrence. 

The three retiring members of the Board 
were nominated, and being the onlY delegates 
nominated, "Were duly declared elected. 

Mr. Howie said that the re-elected memb.ers 
would try to justify the confidence expressed 
in them. There were many problems before 
the Board, and the ADF A was the most im· 
portant organisation in the dried fruits indus
try. They all recognised the go,od work done 
by the Commonwealth and State Boards, but 
the .gr-owers' own As-sociation was still the 
most essential organisati-on and its work and 
strength must be maintained. 

RELEASE OF AMMUNITI()N FOR PEST 
DESTRUCTION 

For the information of growers, the follorw· 
ing statement in regard to the permit to pur· 
chase ammunition for pest destruction i.s given 
below. 

Of the ::;ix categories three apply specific
ally to the dried ·fruit grower. These are:

"ro destroy birds damaging fruit in .orchards 
or vineyards, 

To destroy hares in drives organised by 
District War Agricultural Committees, or 
local Lands Officer. 

The .humane killing of animals by v·eterin
arians or stock inspectors. 

'fhe permits are divided into two categories, 
and are issued by the lo-cal pOlice officer. 
They are:--

GENERAL ISSUE 

Limited to 25 shot-.gun and/or 50.22 
fire cartridges only. 

SPONSORED ISSUE 

caL rim-

If a primary pr:oducer requires ammunition 
in excess of the above he should make appli
cation to the local police officer for another 
permit, at the sarne time indicating the quan
tities of each kind of ammunition required 
and the purpose for which he declares he will 
use the ammunition. 

The police officer will refer the application 
to the District or Regional LOeal War Agri
cultural Committee for sponsorship, such 
sponsorship to be given by the chairman or 
secretary of the V!,T AC, or by the chairman of 
the local c-ommittee. The police officer is to 
have due regard to the recommendation of 
the above sponsors. 

ECONOMY URGED 

It is emphasised by the controlling body 
that as there are only limited quantities of 
ammunition available, that the utmost eCOn· 
omy compatible with the pres.ervation of the 
crops or yields should be -observed, · 

For the information of growers it is added 
that they should contact the members of their 
local .·committees for further guidance. 

The "Sponsored Releases" are subject fo 
the decis,ion of the central authority, which 
will take d11e regard to the class of product 
involved. 

Correspond,e-nce exchanged between the as
sociation. the V!,T.oorinen branch and the 
Woorinen Frnitgrowers' Go-op. Co. Ltd. was 
submitted to the Board. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. lTD. 
Mr. Goodman explained the position in re· 

gard to supplies handled bY Tandaco Packing 
Pty. Ltd. Th~ chairman said it was only sug
gested to the \Voorinen Fruitgrowers' Co-op. 
Co. Ltd. that some of the available supplies 
might be shared with other packing interests, 
but as a Board expressed the opinion that we 
take no further action in the' matter. 

UNIFORM STATISTICS 
A letter da:ted September 2 was, received 

from Mr. W. N. Twiss, Secretary, Consulta
tive ·Committee,. State Dried Fruits Boards, 
and as at present it does not seem possible 
to arrange for uniform statistics·, it was de
cided not to take _further acti-on meantime. 

DRIED TREE FRUITS 

Mr. H. R. Jones .gave a review of the nego
tiations that have taken place with the Food 
Controller's Office and the Prices Commis
sion, particularly in regard to. the desirability 
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. AMERICAN FOOD Dried Fruits Publicity Committee 

Good Service Being Rendered in War-time 
Conditions 

The Dried Fruits Publicity Committee continues to do excellent work under 
the difficult conditions caused by the war. In submitting his report the chair
man (Mr. Parker ]. Moloney) reviewed the work of the Board and its officers 
and touched on a number of matters of interest to the industry. The full text 
of the report is:-

As stated in my last r·eport, Mr. Rumble 
(one of the committee's publicity officers) left 
~Vlelbourne on 1st March and returned in June, 
'after carrying out a comprehensive itinerary 
embracing the principal towns on the forward 
and return journey from Sydney. Mr. Rumble 
left Melbourne on the 13th September for the 
purpose of visiting the North-east of Victoria 
and various New South Wales towns situated 
in the vicinity of the border. His weekly re
ports indicate an improvement in 'the supplies 
of fruit available at grocers' shops. 

During the period 21st June, 1943, to 24th 
August, 1'943, Mr. Weston, anoth-ei· of the com
mittee's Publicity Officers, dress·ed windows at 
S'elected grocers' shops in the leading towns 
in the Victorian Western district-proceeding 
to Adelaide via Mt. GamMer, Stratha.lbyn, :vit. 
Barker, etc. He left Adelaide on the 2nd 
August and visited Murray Bridg.e, Bordertown, 
Kaniva, Nhill, Dimlloola, Horsham, Stawell, 
Ararat and. Ballarat. Genera.lly speaking, hi.s 
tour, to and from Adelaide, was productive of 
satisfactory r·esults and, with the exception of 
Karacoorte, Mr. Weston experi·enced no diffi
culty, on account of any lack of fruit, in secur
ing good-class windows. In South Australia, 
Mr. Western visited .several schools in which 
he screened films of the industry before S'enior 
pupils. In Adelaide, members of the South 
Australian Board attended one of these screen
ings .and 'evinc€d much interest in ,it. 

It is propose-d to• send Mr. Weston on a tour 
of the Central and North-western districts of 
Victoria during the month of I'\ovember, and 
arrangements are also being made for Mr. 
Rumble to complete a. short itinerary in Gipps
land during the first fortnight in December. 

WINDOW DISPLAYS 
In accordance with the usual custom, the 

services IYf both officers, whilst they are in 
M-elbourne, are fully occupied in dressing win
dows in the metropolitan and suburban areas. 
On the 1st October, 1943, the A.D.F.A. notifi·ed 
distributors that the final releases of vine 
fruits for civilian trade now bring the percen
tages allocated (based on last year's deliver
ies) to the followi.ng: Curr•ants 90%; sultanas 
86%; lexias an<:l seeded raisins 90%. ·with 
reference to complaints that are being. received 
from certail1 quarters regarding shortage of 
supplies, there se·ems to be a feeling of uncer· 
tainty amongst grocers as to the exact quantity 
of fruit to be made available to them under 
the new rationing S'ystem and they have been 
accordingly reserving their stocks in order 
that they may be in a position to cope with 
their Christmas trade. The real difficulty, in 
many cases, appears to be that grocers have 
not taken adequate· ,step.s to obtain from whole
salers the amount of fruit to which they are 
entitled, bas.ed on their 1942 purchases. As 
the· war situation imprOV'es and "brown-out" 
and other emergency restrictions are modified 
in the coa.stal area.s of NeW South Wales and 
Queensland, it is anticipated that windows in 
the more important stores in Sydney, Brisbane, 
Newcastle, etc., will become available for dried 
fruits displays. 

SCHOOLS 
Advices received from Educational Authori

ties and from reports of the committee's pub· 
licity officers reveal an increasing interest
particularly amongst S'enior school pupils, in 
the industry's film displays and in the informa
tion concerning. the industry supplied by the 
publicity officers. It is considered that, from 
a prospective point of view alone, this form of 
publicity could, with advantage, be extended 
in the cities and larger provincial centres. 

DISPLAY MATERIAL 
Soldier Cut-Outs: Following requests from 

retailers, arrangements have been made for the 
printing and mounting of a further 2000 of this 
type of .showcard. It is estimated that thi-s 
supply will be sufficient for two y·ears and they 
will be ·distributed by the committee's officers. 

WAR-TIME RECIPE BOOKLET 
In co-operation with the Emily McPherson 

College, of Domestic Economy, consideration is 
being given to the possibility of issuing a book· 

loet containing up to fifty recipes to suit the 
cc-untry•·s rationed ingredients and to include 
dried fruits. It is also intended. to use the.se 
recipes for Press advertising purposes during 
the period of the war. Pr,eliminary advice 
has already -been received from the Colleg.e 
showing that this is practicable and would in
clude:-

Nine cakes, 3 kind.s of scones, 3 kinds of 
loaves, 8 typ·es of biscuits, 8 puddings, substi
tutes for cream, 6 fillings fo~e sandwiches, 6 
salads, etc. Methods for .stretching the butter 
ration. 

SOME W.A. NOTES 
We notice some items that are of general 

interest to growers in the eastern States, pub· 
lished in "The Farmer and Dairyman," a West 
Australian country journal. 

The V, ticultural Union is an organisation 
of growers of several primary products that 
includes a large number of dried fruits grow
ers. 

Th~s. uEion is anxious· to affiliate as a branch 
of the- ADFA, arid a plan to ineorporate them 
in the Association· is being examined. 

Whilst the following might not be in ac
cordance with ADFA policy, the items are set 
out r.s matters of .general interest to growers, 
as in indication of .the trend of thought of 
one of the many groups of growers in the 
industry. It should be stated that VVest Aus
tralian growers are :Obs-erving the agreements 
established in regard to export obligations by 
that State. 

CROP FIGURES 
It has })een reported that returns fr·om re

gistered packing sheds show that up to Au· 
gust 31, 2052 tons· of currants, 408 tons of 
sultanas, and 109 to1JR of lexias were packed. 

In the last issue of the ADFA New.s was an 
aceQunt of an interesting experiment, condUcted 
by Mr. D. V. Walters, M.Ag.Sc., of the MerbeilJ 
Research Station, O<n nitrogenous manures. 
\Vhils.t -we in V.l.A. are perhaps a l!ttle envious 
of returns per acre averaging 51 cwt. of sul· 
tanas per acre, it is strange that no experi
mental work has been conducted by our own 
locil executive of the ADF A under State con
ditilYns, which are altog-ether diff,erent to those 
of irrigation in other States. 

ZINC SULPHATE 
Another matter of interest to vine growers 

is the matter of zinc sulphate in the correc
tion of vines· that seem to be falling in pro
duction through no apparent cause. This is a 
matter that could be taken up by our Depart
ment of Agriculture, subsidised by ADFA 
levies collected in this State. 

At present nothing further has been done 
regarding the re-formation -of the local eX'8cu
tive of the ADFA. This matter is still receiv
ing cons·ideration of the local executive and 
the BQard of ·Management. 

Crops at the time of writing are promising 
to be above n-o·rmal, and with good seasonal 
conditions, a heavy crop should be gathered. 

CURRANT PRICES 
Last April samples of W.A. currants were 

forwarded to the ADF Association with the 
request that a higher differential be on WA 
higher grade. fruit exported,, it- is Pleasing to 
note that 1 cro·wn currants are t-o be used 
as a basis, with 2cr. £2 per ton up on 1cr., 
3cr. £4 u:p on lcr, and 4cr. £8 per ton up on 
lcr. It is the 4 ·crown that interests WA 
growers, as the whole of 4 crown currants 
exported are produced in this State. 

This is an example. of c-o-operation which 
exists in the Association, and when a .good 
case can be made the Board of Management 
of the Association can be relied on to use 
their good judgment and fair play, but with
out a virile local executive it .is hard to put 
our case before the Board. 

The spawning grounds of the tuna fish have 
never been discovered. 

EXPERTS VISIT RIVER 

Civic Reception By Barmera 
Council 

On October 6 the Barmera District Council 
tendered a reception to the visiting U.S.A. food 
exp·erts, Major Seabrook and Major Hutton. 
Mr. D. H. Brooke( chairman of the D.C.) in in
troducing the visitnrs said that all present 
wer·e doubly interested in food production for 
the fighting forces, an-d, he hoped the Barmera 
district would be able to help in this direction 
to an even gl'eater measure 'as the result of 
th·e visit of the American officials. 

Mr. A. A. J. Tonkin briefly outlined the scope 
of vegetable growing in the district, and sup· 
ported the remarks of Mr. Brook,e concerning 
increased production. 

Major Seabrook spoke of the various food re-. 
quirements of the fighting forces, and stated 
that the Barmera district had received very 
favol'able reports from ptevious visits of ofli· 
cer.s of the U.S. Forces. 

Majo-r Hutton g.ave an outline of the dehy
drated veg·etable position. Both speakers ex~ 
pressed appreciation of the hqspitality shower· 
ed. upon them, and said real and lasting bene
fit would 1accrue from the generous local atti
tude toward visiting_ service men. 

Mr. A. G. Strickland (Chief Horticulturist) 
sa·id that from the energies and planning of 
their visitors much good would he reaped. 
~,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,.~ 

COAL SUPPLY 
During Federal Council meeting, Ml'. 

Howie announced that he had received 
from Mra. E. J. Mulvany, of the Com
mon wealth Dl'ied Fruits Control Board, a 
telegram to the effect that the cOal 
auth·orWes would pro.vide all fuel require
ments for the Red Cliffs pumping station 

during the season, and that an official 
statement would be made to that effect 
during the day. · 

~ .. .,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,; 
THE CANNERS AND THE 

CALIFORNIA LAW ON 
MINORS 

In the matter of request from canners in 
California recently that Governor Warren use 
his e~er.gency wartime powers to relax State 
labor Laws so -that minor girls· could work 
six days a weeli in canneries and on night 
shifts if needed, the Govel'n·or has used an 
emergency authority in this. matter to approve 
the request that girls from 16 to 18 may work 
ten hours a day for five days, between 6 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. He considers that as far as he· 
can go in the matter to be consistent "with 
health and good social conditions." Minor 
girl cannery workers will not under the law, 
accordingly, be permitted to work -six ten
hour shifts a week ·or on the night s-hifts. 
Women workers 18 and over may work six 
lO·hour days a week, however, in the peak 
seas-on under the labor shortage emergency 
in canneries. 

The C·Old storage facilities in some of the 
large canning centres have been so heavily 
taxed and peaches and pears have been com~ 
ing in so rapidly that there will be much loss 
of fruit because of lack of labor in the can
neries, which just now and for a few weeks 
to come, can only handle deliveries at the 
plants on- a day-to-day basis·. In cling peaches 
canner.s .are handling on)y N·O. 1 fruit and are 
not able to use the No. 2.'s on this account. 
This will bring about an important tonnage 
loss of cling peaches, apparently. 

-"California Citrus News." 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS inter:e·sted .in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutt_ons for de·s
troying of insect life in nried Fruits are 
advised that Application No. 18731/34, 
d'ated 3rd August, 1934, has ·been approv~ 
ed all'd Letters Patent issued which in· 
elude the use of Ethyl Formate and other 
Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover . damage's 
and prevent un.authcrised use of their 
invention. 
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Currants, Sultanas and Lexias ...... 
1943 Season 

"' 

Production and Distribution 
(Comnlents by Mr. R. H. Gilbert, Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried :F'l'Uits Ex11ort 

· Control Board.) 

Now that practically the whole oi the 1943 
production of cunants, sultanas and lexias 
has been dispos8d of, tbe following. brief re
view o-f the seasons.' operations may be of 
interest to growers and packers and others 
connected >Yith the industry. 

The statistics of production and distribu
tion are as follows:-

Cur'nts Sult'n's Lexias Total 
Tons 

Production 21,120 
Exports .. 15,535 

For Consumption 
in Australia

Services 
(Direct) 

Services 
(Indirect) 

Civilian 

500 

760 
4,325 

Tons 
59,250 
44,027 

3,925 

1,063 
10,235 

TD·l1S Tons 
10,100 90,470 

5,598 65,160 
----·-

325 

177 
3,440 

4,750 

2,000 
18,000 

----· 

(The difference of 560 tons between. the pro
duction and distribution of lexias is due to the 
loss in seeding.) 

In Australia a total of 4750 t{)nS was sup
plied direct to the Defence Authorities for 
the use of the Services .and a further 2000 
tons, to trade circles to enable foodstuffs con
taining driecl fruits, particularly cakes, to be 
sup-plied -by 1·elatives and friends to members 
of the Allied Services in v.ari<HlS parts of Aus
tralia. 

DISTRIBUTION OF CROP 
The distribution ,of this year's Cl'Op was 

made in accordance with the allocation laid 
down by the Combined Food Board at Wash
ingtcm, USA, on which the Commonwealth 
Gcvernment is represented. 

The Export Control Board, the State Dried 
Fruits Boards and the Australian Dried Fruits 
As-sociation were consulted by the Common
wealth Department of Commerce and Agr-icul
ture bef·ore these. allocatl<ms were made. 

·Th~ allocations81were so arranged as to meet 
the full demands of the Services in the various. 
Allied countries. The requireme..nts of the 
civil population 5.n each country \Vith the ex
ception of the United Kin.gd<nn were to be 
reduced on a uniform basis if necessary. It 
waS recognised that because of the special 
circumstances exiE>ting all the dried fruit po-s
sible should be made available for the Ser· 
vices- and dvil population ill the United King· 
dam. 

The quantity of each variety and g-rade of 
fruit sold abroad this year is as follows: 

Currants: M.F. 48 tons; 1-crown 665, 2-erown 
11,856. 3-crown 2304, 4-crown 662. 

Sultanas: 2-crown 1392 tons, 3-crown 21,773, 
4-cl'ovm 19,G09, 5-crown 1248. 

Lexias: 2-Cl"O\Yll 7 tons, 3-crown 42, 4-crown 
1023, 5-cl·own 3042, 6-cTOWn 1, seeded cartons 
1135, seeded bulk 3-48. 

Full details of the prices obtained for the 
e:xport SlU'lJlus have already been published 
by the Exp-ort Boa1·c1 in the May issue cf the 
"Austr-alian Dried Fruits News." 

The pr!ces paid this year by the United 
Kingdom, Canada and New Zealand, where 
practically the whole of the expoTt surplus is: 
abs-orbed, represent a substantial increase 
over ln'e-\var pl"ices and should enable pro
ducers b meet the increased costs of prodnc
tio!L 

\:Ve mus-t not be unmindful of the assist
ance received for many years through favor· 
able exchange on expdrts from the ,Cornmon
wealth. Post-war balancing and adjustments 
may see a levelling of the Australian rate on 
sterling, thus creating difficult and adve1•,:;e 
conditions. 

(b! The exchange premium of 25 p.c. on 
fruit exported to the 'United Kingdom 
and Canada; 

(c) The Australian tariff of 6d. per lb. on 
. currants and raisins and the maiuten

'ance of an Australian price in excess 
of the export parity on the quantity con
s-umed in Australia {about 20 to 25 J>.c. 
of the production). 

VALUE OF PREFERENCES 
It vvas emphasised that unless these aids, 

especially the preferences, were maintained 
after the rar the continuance of the produc· 
Uon of currants, sultanas and lexio.-S- on tl1e 
basis· of Australian living standards would be 
impossible. The Commission wils further in
formed that the only a1ternative to the ore· 
ferences appeared to be an internatiOnal 
scheme for the_ control of the world produc
tion and disposal of d1·ied fruits which w:Juld 
ensure payable returns to producers. 

The Commission was also informed that 
yields f1·om the areas- in Australia now planted 
with vines for the production of dried fruits 
were sufficient to supply the reauirements of 
Australia and those oversea countries where 
because of the tariff preferences payable prkf!~ 
could be -obtained. ~ 

Further extension of the planting of vines 
fm· dried fruits ·on new areas in the Com
monwealth should, the Board urged, not be 
permitted until additional payable markets 
could be s·ecured for the: increased production. 

OVERSEAS SALES 

With the sale overseas this year of 65,160 
touR of currants, sultanas and lexias (nearly 
73 p.c. of the Australian production), the t.::tal 
exports for the fonr years of war reaches 
272,856 tons. 

The shipment of this lar.ge quantity of f1·uit 
to oversea markets under very difficult cir
cumstances· is a matter of great satisfactio11 
to all ecncerned, and the thanks of thE:; in
dustry are due to the shipping authorities, 
particularly th~ British Ministry of \Var Trans
port, io1· facilitating the shipment -of thE' fruit. 

Since the Export Contro-l Board was estab
lished under Commonwealth legislation in 
1925, the tstal quantity of Dried Fruits. ex
ported is 987,017 tons of an approximate f.o.b. 
value of £40,000,000. 

When the Board commenced its operations 
of controlling the export and sale abroad ol' 
dried fntits the export surplus was 23,125 tons. 
This surp-lus has· continued to rapidly expawl 
until in 1940 it reached the ·record of 77,327 
tons. The success -attending the 'effective dis· 
po·sal abroad of this large volume of fruit mu.st 
be attribut,ed to trading preferences arranged 
by the Government, the sCheme of organised 
marketing devise-d by the Board, and the abil
-ity of growers to speak in oversea markets a.s 
a unit•ed body. 

The sale in ·oversea markets of every !en 
of fruit in excess of Commonwealth require· 
ments is· essential to the stability of the in
dustrv and · the maintenance of the limited 
Aust1··al!an market on a payable ba::>is. 

CORRECTION 
It is regrette-d, through a. typo.graphical 

error on page 13 of the September "News,'' 
Mr. C . .T. ,JBYatt, chairman of the New South 
Wales Dried Fruits Hoar-d, name was given as 
Evans. In view of Mr. Evatt's prominence in 
the industry, this mistake was an obvious one 
and should not have passed the vigilance of 
the proo.f-reader. 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF 
BLACK SPOT 

(By A V. Lyon, M.Ag.5£.) 
A fe·1·Y samples of suspected black spot have 

c-ome to hand; but up to dat•e these have prov
ed to be one or other of the various mechani
cal injuries which can happen to tender 
leaves. The outward appearanc-e of thi'S diS· 
ease, in the early stages is· very like a "bird's 
eye," -so much so that black spot has been 
called "bird's eye fungus" for many years. The 
fungus itself is too ·small to be seen by the 
unaided -eye; -and it is the damage to the vine, 
after the fungus has ent,e-r~d into 'and kille-d 
the tissue, that the observer se,es. 

The fungus, -during the winter, has been 
lying dormant in th•e tissue of the wood, usual
ly most prominent on the canes. This win
t-ering forms spores with the adv·ent of spring; 
and it is these spores which ca.rry the fir.at 
infection. The _spores germinate in moisture 
on the young shoots; th.eir f•ee·ding portion, 
known as hyphae, penetrate into the tissue; 
and in due cours-e·, about 10 days after germina
tion ·of the spore, the black spot repr.esenting. 
the damaged tissue is visible. 

The next stage ·in black -spot dev,elopment is 
the formation of the numerous summer spores 
by which the fungus spreads through th•e vine
which are the main agencies by which the 
fungus spl"eads through the vineyard. The 
'extent to which dev.elopment takes place 
varies entirely with the nature of th·e se'ason. 
In most seasons h·ere is insufficient rain in our 
district to spread tllie disease up to the dam.ag· 
in,g point; but we· hav·e •occasional years when 
rain is sufficiently frequent to require conti:lnl
ous •spraYing for prote,ction. 

For the other •side of the picture, we had in 
former days a winter swab or spray of acid
iron, for the pur-pos·e ·of killing the fungus on 
the wood at the dormant -stage. This is a us•e
fnl practice. bl~t there hav,e been so many sea~ 
sons of late when it ha.s proved unnecessary 
that wint•er 'SWabbing has been practically 
abandoned; and growers depend on sumni,er 
spr'ay:ing,. 

The Bordeaux spray is preventiv-e -only; and 
so must be applied before the g•erminating 
spm·-es can enter the tissue. The spray ha.s 
no effect whatever on J.esion.s where the· fungus 
has already entered. As far as the position 
this y;ear is concerned, the showery weather in 
November is certain to bring, some d·evelop
ment; but the weather during the showers was 
cold, and "it i" the showery humid conditi-ons 
that are most to he fear-ed. To sum up, this 
is a season when the ·early preventive spraying 
is justifi-ed as in other years; but if the pre
s-ent conditions of gene-rally dry weather per
si.st no special precautions will be necessary. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures supplied by ag·ents as at the 31st 

October, disclose the following position:
VINE FRUITS 

1943 1942 1~41 
Tons Tons Tons 

Currants 3,989 4,927 2.727 
Sultanas 11,169 11,301 6,973 
Lexias 2,302 3,543 2,700 

--- --- ---
17,460 19,771 12,400 

TREE FRUITS 
Apricots 679 1,164 738 
Peaches 313 290 115 
Nectarines 12 9 35 
Pears 221 197 58 
Prnne3 1,4.3 U68 889 

-- --- ---
2.658 3,528 1,835 

The United States aircraft industry incr-eased 
its production 1500 per cent. in the first 33 
months of war. In August, 1'939, production 
was 250 planes a month, and there w-ere 30,000 
workers in the industry. In December, 1941, 
there were 390,000 workers in the industry. 
Next year 125~000 planes will be ~produced. 

RECONSTRUCTION COMMISSION 
EVIDENCE 

The Export Control Board has already placed 
before the Rural Reconstruction Commjs-sion 
a survey of the present position of tile Aus
trglian Dried Vine Fruits Industry a.nd its 
post-·war requi1·ements. 

Barmera Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd. 

ln this survey the Born·d stated that the 
pres-ent financial stability of the industry wa:o 
the result of-

BARMERA, S.A. 
DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT I'A.CKERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites, 

(a) The tariff prefe~:ence accorded to Aus
tralian dried fruits in the United King
dom. Can-ada and New Zealanrl. to which 
countries from 70 to SO p.c. of tiJJ.e pro
duction is expo!·~ed: 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Soclety, International Har:vester 
Coy. Ltd., McCormick·Deering Tractors. 

P.O. ROX. 37, BARMERA. 'PHONE BARMERA 30 &, 32 
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J\ustralnm ~riel~ Jfruits ~efus 
OJ!icial Organ of the 

AUSTRALIAN DRlED FRUITS 
ASSOCIATION 

All reports, correspondence, etc., should be 
addressed to The Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News," Box 200, Mildura, Victoria. 

For Advertising Rates, apply W. N. Sumner', 
Victoria House, 46 Queen Street, Melbourne. 

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 73 

"'"'"'""""'"""'""""'"'"'""'"""'"'""'"'""""'""""'"'''''""' 
All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to 

forward items of interest to the Industry 
as a whole for publication in the "News." 

''"""'"""""'""'""'''""'""'''""'"'''"""'''''"'''''"""'"""'""''' 
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Burns. 

MILDURA, DECEMBER, 1943 

1943 FEDERAl COUNCil 

THE Federal Council of the ADF A has 
always been a milestone in the remark

able progress of the dried fruits industry 
which has often :been quoted as an outstand
ing example of organisation in the field of 
primary industries. At this annual conference 
of the elected representatives of growers in the 
several producing States many vital decisions 
have been made that affect the well-being of 
ever.,. man, woman and child in the dried 
fruits areas. The value of stahility in the 
indus_try is so obvious having regard to traders' 
.accounts that it needs no amplification. To 
all of which conditions the real basis lies in 
the power of the ADF A.. 

The 1943 conference was unique in that," 
for the first time in the history of the in
dustry, so often involved in past vicissitud~, 
the chairman of the AssoCiation, lvlr. H. D. 
Howie, OBE, was able to state that practic
ally one hundred per cent. Qf the Australian 
production was being handled by the ADFA. 

This culminating point in Association aC·· 
tivitie.s has not been attained without that 
(<alchemy that C'an with logic absolute, the two 
and seventy jarring sects confute." The an
alogy being that thi3 widespread organisation 
covers four States, each with growers in areas 
many miles apart, and with all shades of 
opinio-n and,' politics. No other primary pro
ducers' organisation has been able to so con
fute its critics to such good effect. 

It also controls its packers, agents and mer
chants through a system of collaboration to 
which each subscribe to the ultimate good of 
all. Herein lies its strength. And it is a volun
tary organisation. 

Notwithstanding an almost monopolistic 
control of an Australian product, produced 
at ;1ward rates, the industry enjoys the con
fidence vf the Legislatures -of the Common
wealth .and has never been harshly attacked 
by any organisation set up to Watch the in
terests of consumers. 

With the 1943 Federal Council see.ing the 
acme of attainment it is of interest to briefly 
recapitulate features of some of the miletones1 
of progress. From the days when growers 
ha·wked their fruit for the best offer, to the 
present stable conditions,. a history has been 
written that abounds with courageous .decisions 
backed by a sensible. loyalty, and an enormous 
amount of work has been done. 

The early efforts at organisation in the face 
of great difficulties are perhaps the outstand
ing feature. and much is owed to that band 
of pioneers led by the late W. B. Chaffey. The 
fight for our overseas preferences was a long 
and hard one, and was the salvation of the 
indqstry. Then, as the industry prospered to
wards stability, the long and bitter epoch in-
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volving the campaign for equality of export 
loading by all growers in all States togetbe·r 
with the events leading up to, and following 
the notorious "James Case," when the industry 
was very seriously threatened and only saved 
by the drastic and courageous ttstabilisation 
scheme" so greatly aided by the unique loyalty 
to principle by the overwhelming majority of 
growers and business interests associated with 
the industry. 

The wcrk of the A.DFA in gradually build
ing ~p the. present system of Statutory BOards 
to afford legislative backing to a principle of 
equity amongst growers is a monumental one. 
These· are -but ·some of the activities of the 
ADf' A, conceive.d 1and implemented by its 
Federal Council and its Board of Management. 
Price conrtr0l, distribution, advertising, ser
vice to growers in a hundred ways, an-d a 
constant dissemination of information through 
the Association Journal, are some others. 

And so this parent body of all things _dried 
frUits at its 194.3 conference finds the in
dustry stronger than ever in loyalty to prin
ciple :md approaching a stage when it will 
Npresent a hundred thousand tons of dri-ed 
fruits th2t .are distributed all over the wodd. 
The appreciation is due, and is freely given, 
to those elected representatives over the years 
who have done so well. Growers will appre
ciate this, just as they will have some realisa
tion of the, work ahead and the need for even 
greater loyal support and active interest in the 
job that has to be done when, and even 
before, we mee,t the ~t-war problems that 
c·an -be so vital in their effect on the well
being of those who live by dried fruits. 

PERSONAL 
At the last meetin,g of the Board, a reso

lution was passed extending the sympathy of 
the industry to the ·Victorian Dried Fruits 
Distributors' Association and the Federal Dried 
Fruits Distributors' Association of Australia 
on the death ·of their late s-ecretary (Mr. T. 
A. Lennox Bigger). 

EDITORSHIP OF A.D.F.A. 
NEWS 

Mr. J. H. Gordon's Work 
Appreciated 

Mr. R. J. Bradford said at Federal Council: 
Red Cliffs branch members unanimously con~ 
sidered that an expression of appreciation of 
the sterling work performed by Mr. J. H. Gorw 
don during the last 10 years as Edit{)r of the 
Australian Dried Fruits News should he in
cluded in. the Council's minutes. Mr. Gordon 
was a Trojan for any work. dealing with 
ADF A matters, and particularly with statistics. 
He had to d.o most of his own reporting, but 
his selection of items· o-f interest to growers 
is exemplified by the high standard of the 
"News·." Some branches had not given him 
the ·support they should in matters dealing 
with their districts, and generally in making 
his work of selection any less onerous. 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION 

Mr. W .. Jacka, (Leeton) said: In the MIA 
they appreciated the "News" coming along. 
It was thei:v only regular source of infor
mation about the industry, as they meet the 
.chairman only about once a year and their 
Branches are so scattered. 

Mr. E. E. Lloyd (Nyah) said: Mr. Gordon's 
work as editor of the Dried Fruits News 
spoke f•or itself when -grower& in the Nyah
w-oorinen district, instead of attending meet
ings, said they were already well informed 
through the "News." 

The Board welcomed the expression of 
appreciation, said Mr. H. D. Howie. ·Tliey 
-knew that John Gordon had a difficult job. 
Some members like Mr. MaUoch gave him 
good help- at times, but those in touch with 
affairs· .. did not always appreciate the attitude 
of-growers far afiel'd. There were many items 
that they should like to put in the "News," 
but those that deal with statistics could not 
always be published. Mr. Gordon. tried to ob-
tain f·or the paper an that he could, and it 
was with s<lme reluctance that some of the 
items had to b~ blue-pencilled. Ap.art from 
the "i'lifficulty of getting items for the "News," 
the number of issues had to be reduced for 
reasons of expense and saving of material, 

but despite those difficulties, Mr. Gordon had 
done well in maintaining the high atandar 1 
·Of the "News·." 

STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
Mr. P. Malloch said: The ADFA "News" 

was oue of the most ilJ;,teresting journals pub
lished. A feature that the growers welcomed 
was the ·review -of percentages of sales and 
prices from the various· markets and sweat
b:ox Prices to the grower. Mr. Gordon had 
gone to considerable trouble to obtain this 
information. However, certain problems had 
develo!!ed in this regard, and this feature had 
to be discontinued. The situation illustrated 
the difficulty of running a dried fruits paper 
in war-time. 'l'he-y had every admiration for 
the way Mr. Gord{)n had conducted the jour
nal .during the- last 10 years. 

Other s-peakers supported the motion on be~ 
half of their Branches, and Council then 
agreed unanimously mat its appreciation of 
the Work of Mr. J. H. Gordon as editor of 
the Australian Dried Fruits News be recorded. 

Mr. J. H. Gordon; in replying, said he should 
not be human if he ·did not appreciate the 
Council's expression of appreciation. It was 
nice to know that when one had done one's 
best under difficulties, one's work had been 
appreciated. '.rhere was no need for any fur
ther recompe-nse. He was working with a won
derful team of men who wanted no kudos for 
their efforts on behalf of the industry, and 
who had done twenty times more for the in
dustry than he haq. His work on the "News" 
has brought him into contact with a lot of 
~cod fellows in the indus-try. 

[Note.-In accordance With the arrange
ments made last year, Mr. Gordon continues 
to atterid to policy and Board of Management 
matters, the remain.der of the editorial work 
being done by "Sunraysia Daily.''-Ed.. D.F. 
New.s.'] 

MR. R. H. GILBERT'S APPOINT
MENT WELCOMED 

At the Federal Council. Mr. Howie 
said that the Government had nomi
nated Mr. R. H. Gilbert, a pr.ominent 
Melbourne business man, to take the 
p-lace of the late l\·Ir. W. C. F. Thomas 
as· Chairman of the Commo,nwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board, and an op
portunity had taken place that week to 
introduce him to members -of the Board 
of the ADF A. The industry could con· 
gratulate itself on the ·appointment. In 
Mr. Gilbert they had a '@Inan whose inM 
terest would be of great value to the 
industry, and all w·ere pleased with the 
Government's selection. 

"'''''''""'''""'''"""'"""'''''''"'"'•''"'''"'''"'''''"'''"""'''"''"'' 

MEMBERS PRESENT AT 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 

The roUowing is the list of members pre
sent at the ADFA Federal Council meeting 
held at Mildura on October 29 and 30:
Victor-ia: 

R. J. A. Radford, Red •Cliffs; E. J. casey, 
Merbein; S. G. Cutler, Mildura; H. H. Good
man, Wo-orinen;·; .F. W. P). Hammet, Red 
Cliffs; A. E. Hazel, Red Cliffs; J. Hens-hil
wood, Irymple; G. J. Hyndman, Merbein; E. 
E. Lloyd, Nyah; A. L. Martin, Red Cliffs; J. 
C. Thomps-on, Merbein; D. A. Walters, Mer
bein. 
South Australia: _ 

A. J. Chapmali, Nuriootpa; R. Curren, Berri; 
G. Scott, Moorook; E. N. Seary, Renmark; E. 
D. Sims, Barmera; ·C.- B. Williams, Waikerie. 
New South Wales: 

W. Jacka, Leeton; J. R. Little, G_oodnight; 
J. J. Murdoch, Dareton: L. B. O'Donnell, Curlw 
waa. 
Members of the Boar'd of Management: 

H. D. HOwie, O.B.E., Renmark; J. H. G.orw 
don, Red Cliffs; E. J. Hudson, Yenda; A. R. 
Lawrence, Nyah; P. Malloch, Irymple; J. B. 
Murdoch, Waikerie; D. C. Winterbottom, Mil~ 
dtira.. 
AGENTS' REPRESENTATIVES: 

H. R. Jones· (Co-operated Dried Fruit Sales 
Pty. Ltd.), Melbourne; T. F. McKay (Nyah 
Fruitgrowers' Co-op. Co. Ltd.), NYah West; 
H. W. Newton, Adelaide (G. Wood, Son & 
Co. Ltd.). 
VISITORS: 

F. J. Arnold, Lake Boga; W. H. Eaton, Ren
mark; H. V. Davey, Red Cliffs; K. McCallum, 
Red Cliffs; A. Poppleton, Red Oliff:s; G. Wake, 
Red Cliffs; J. B. Lancaster, Irympie; J. W. 
Jamieson, ~~erbein. 
GENERAL SECRETARY: 

W. N. Sumner, Melbourne. 
OFFICIAL REPORTER: 

G. E. Kitchin-Kerr, Melbourne. 
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Manpower Problems of Last Harvest 
Outlined 

Manpower difficulties associated with the harvest of the I 942-43 crop were 
outlined by the chairman of the Growers' Conciliation and Labor League (Mr. 

· F. R. Messenger) in his report to the annual meeting of the league last month. 
Mr. Messenger said that 1460 growers wanted 5621 employees to harvest 
approximately 50,965 tons, these figures being ascertained from the question
naires which were sent to growers by the committee. In all, 90 per cent. of 
the growers had returned the questionnaires. 

l\fr. Messenger reported as follows-:--
"Since our last annual meeting the 1942-43 

<Crop has been successfully harvested. Pri·Or 
-to the harvest this committee began organis
ing for the labor necessary to harvest the crop, 
and a questionnairE;! was posted to every 

.grower. In all 90 percent. of the growers 
returned the questionnaires. 

"Manpower auth·orities were, at this junc
ture, not very optimistic that they were in a 
position to help us to any great ·exent,· and 
strongly advis·ed us to ascertain what poten
tial help was in the Mildura district. 

WEEK-END GANGS 

"An extensive advertising campaign was in
StrLuted. Local bodies such as the ·Chamber 
Df Commerce, Trades Hall •Council and Mil
·dura branch ALP were contacted and a very 
sm,all measure ,of help was· forthcoming. 7'he 
Chamber of Commerce discussed several 
schemes, having in view the release of staff 
to help in the harvest. A public meeting was 
held to -organise week-end gangs.. This was 
most successful, 30 leaders being appointed 
to arrange gangs of six pickers each. Trans
port arrangPruents were made by the leaders, 
and these gangs- did a tine job every Satur
day afternoon and Sunday. Similarly. through 
the Padre at a RAAF establishment, 18 gangs 
of six men each were .organised and they 
picked· all day Saturday and Sunday each 
week. 

"With the- consent of Manpower, the com
mittee conducted a State-wide advertising 
campaign, Manpower stipulating the exclusion 
-of certain Victorian towns. The results from 
thiS> did not exceed 100 applications. 

"The position was '1l'OW so acute, with har
vest time drawing near, that it was felt im~ 
perative to again seek the assistance of Man~ 
power, an·d they realis·ed how serious the 
posHio:U was. Their first step wa5 to appeal 

through a,ll metropolitan and most of the pro
vincial press f,or Volunteers to report to, their 
nearest National Service Officer. 270 applica
tions were received from this source. 

RURAL LABOR DIVERTED 

"Manpower th"'n -decided to divert all avail~ 
able resE::rved rural labor from the VVirnmera 
and Millewa, also youths from the 16/18 age 
group, to Mildura, and this really was the sa.I
vation of the harvest, f·or in all some 3000 
help&rs were diverted to Mildura. 

"It was laid down by Manr;ower that all 
this diverted labor was to be supplied with 
boa.rd and lodging. The grower~::~ responded 
to this additional burden excellently, and while 
there were is·olated cases of growers not pro
viding suitable accommodation, this was off
set by undesirable types going into growers' 
homea. 

"I would like to make mention of the fine 
gesture of the Chamber of Commerce and their 
sh-0p assistants remaining open until 8 p.m. 
one night a week during- the harvest. 

"\Vith this f';eason's harvest approaching, a 
start ·has· been made to organise the neces
sary labor. The water .gangerS are at pre
sent interviewing growers to ascertain their 
labor l'equirements. CerHlin ·recommenda
U.ons have been made to Manpower, who pro
pose to call a conference in the near future. 

"I would ake to place on record the assist
ance given me by the secretary (Mr. Martin), 
als-o the loyal support that I have always re~ 
ceived from the committee." 

Messrs. J. Henshilwood,' Schmidt and Rus
sell were appointed to the vacancies on the 
committee, the two, former being re-elected. 

On the motion of Mr. Davey, a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Messenger for his untiring 
wo1·k during the past year, particularly dur
jng last harvest, was carried with acclama~ 
tion. 

Field Day at Berri Gov'ment Orchard 

Large Gathering of Interested Growers 

Arranged under the auspices of the Berri branch of the Agricultural 
Bureau, the annual field day at the Government Experimental Orchard \it Berri 
was an unqualified success. Nearly I 50 people took the opportunity of inspect
ing the orchard during. the afternoon, including growers' representatives from 
Barmera, Waikerie, Loxton •and Renmark. 

The annual fi·eld day at the Government Ex
perimental Orchard, Berri, held on Decemher 2 
again attracted a large attendance of inter
ested growers. It was arranged under the aus~ 
pices of the. Berri branch of the Agricultural 
Bureau, of which Mr. 0. E. Etalliday (orcharrl 
manager) is pre.sid•ent and Mr. E. J. R John· 
son secretary. Nearly 150 people were shown 
through the orchard during the afternoon, and 
were guests at tea in the drying shed, and 
heard. an address by the Chief Horticulturist 
(Mr. A. G. Strickland) in the evening. Car 
lDads of growers came- from Barmera, W.ai
kerie, Loxton and Renmark. Departmental 
officers included Mr. F. C. Richards (acting 
general secretary- of the Agricultural Bureau), 
and Mr. C. G. Grasby (Horticultural adviser). 

As chairman -of the Berri Bureau, Mr. Hal~ 
liday welcomed all present, and at hi·s invi~ 
tatlon Mr. J. B. Murdoch, of Waikerie (re
pres-enting the Advisory Board of Agriculture) 
officially opened the day's proceedings. Mr. 
Murdoch, after express,ing his appreciati-On .of 
the representative gathering, said he felt that 
the .war-time demand for their produce should 
make growers diet conscious. 'When they 
knew what a high :priority Great Britain gave 
to their produce it behoved· them to. do an 
they could to produce more and better fruits. 
In the ne";-r future the W{lrld was going to 
need all :and more than coulcJ be produced, 

and he felt that the next 50 years might see 
a vast inCI~ease in production in the great 
Murray Valley. "If, by adopting the best agri
cultural practices, ·we can produce the best 
in abundance," he said, "then we will not 
have attended these fielq_ days in vain." 

THE INSPECTION 

The tour of the orchard, which was. con
ducted by the n+anager (Mr. Halliday) in his 
'usual e-fficient and informative ~ty'le, com
menced with the inspection of cement trellis 
posts·, 'concerning which details of construc
tion were given. Next the visitors were 
shown over a plot o-f Mexican rubber plant 
and recently budded citrus trees in the nur
sery, where an explanati-on of the method fol
lowed was given. Also in the nursery were 
seed beds of tomato seedlings· of SA Early 
Dwarf Red sufficient to plant 3~ -acres at the 
orchard for seed purposes under the !Com~ 
monwealth vegetable seed .-plan. 

FINE YOUNG CITRUS 
Young citrus trees which Were lOoking very 

well for their three years growth were next 
seen, cand the benefit derived :friom zinc s,pray 
as a c-orrective for mottle leaf was explained. 
Passing through the apricot patch, Mr. Halli~ 
day mentioned that this year there had been 
no occasion for summer pruning as growth 
had been retarded by the heavt crop. Aver-

II 

age yields over the years had been:-Moor
park, 1 ton 14 cwt. peJ;' acre-; Royal, 1 ton 
18~ cwt.; Late Riversi-de, 1 .ton 17 cwt. Wash~ 
in,gton Navel orange cincturing tes-ts were 
quoted as having given an improvement of 46 
cases per acre. Cincturing, said thE:} manager, 
was inadvisable unless the trees were in gOod 
heart. .t\. trench among the citrus, rather re
markable for its drYness, s-howed penetration 
of irrigation water. -

The very poor patch of grey mallee soil 
on the orchard was pointed out. Nothing is 
now growing on it, and Mr. Halliday said that 
it :must be considered as ''beyond us to cOr~ 
rect it." In the fig orchard, yields were 
quoted and p:ru,ning and manurial trials ex
plained. Gradeg, obtained by fruit harvested 
from trees pruned by individual pruners in 
the five-year demonstration were quoted. by 
the manager. 

"CROSS-OVER" IRRIGATION 
"Crqss-over" irrigation, which was proceed· 

ing at the tinie, was next inspected among 
citrus trees. This, it was explained, was pos~ 
sible where the orchard was on two slopes; 
the furrows were cra;ssed over into the next 
row and then returned at an angle. Manurial 
tr_ials on citrus· were quoted; alsto. those re
cently established: on Mr. c. Plush's orchard, 
where, accepting nitrogen as the dominant 
factor, an advaJ:!tage was shown with potash 
but none with superJ!hosphate. 

WATER METER 

Considerable "interest was- ,shown in a water 
meter seen in operation for checking quan~ 
tity applied. Between 3 and 4 inche.s per 
irrigation was the minimum necessary on the 
vine patch under test, said Mr. Halliday. Re
sults of vine training trial::; were given, and 
attention .drawn to the very- good average 
yields obtained over ·a 26-year period. 

Quoting experience in controlling light 
brown ap:ple moth on gordos, the manager 
said he did not thiuk this would be such a 
troublesome pest as vine mite. 

Zinc spraying tests for mottle leaf being 
conducted on Mr. Jungfer.s.' property were out
lined and the decided advantage obtained 
from the treatment indicated. Mr. Halliday 
advised spraying as soon as the- trouble sho:wed 
up. 

ANNUAL CROPS; COTTON BEST 

Refening to the annual crops_, the manager 
said that unfortunately nematodes affected the 
soya beans last year, though 25 bushels to the 
acre were harvested. Lima beans had given 
a ~ood yield. Cotton he described as haVing 
shown the best results to date- and he was 
endeavoring to improve on his· already good 
crops. 

After tea, Mr. Strickland gave his address. 
which was entitled "Fruit Tree Root Stocks," 
n.nd as usual was followed with keen interest 
by growers. 

A vote of thanks to Messrs. Strickland, 
Murdoch and Halliday was proposed by Mr. 
A. V. Mills (vice-chairman of the Berti Bu
reau) and seconded by Mr. T. F. Spurling 
(chairman Renmark North and Cha:ffey), to 
\Vhich Mr. Murdoch replied. 

The gazzetta was an old Venetian copper 
coin. When new.spap·ers were first published 
in Venice their price was a ga~etta. These 
papers in time came fo .-be known as "Gaz~ 
zettes." Thus the- modern term "Gazette" 
came into use. 

In September, -1939, the Canadian Navy res~ 
p-onded to the command of "Action Statio,nst'' 
with 15 vessels, of which six were destroyers. 
Now 400 shi·PS of all kinds fly the ensign of 
the Royal Canadian Navy. Its personnel 
totals more than 33,000'. By this time next 
year the Navy plans to have a strength of 
more than 40,000. 

uMY LOVE MUST WAIT" 
The $tory of Matthews Flinders' life, his 
loves, his ups and downs, and above all 

his remarkable spir-It. 

By Ernestine Hill 
Author of ••water- Into Gold," uThe Great 
· Australian Loneliness," etc. 

ROBERTSON & MULLENS. 
MELBOURNE 

Enquire at your nearest Bookseller 
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An Analysis of the Economics of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Industry 

The Post-War Potentialities Examined • 1n Evidence by A.D.F.A • 

Hearing by Rural Re-construction Commission 

The question as to whether there is possible an economic expansion of the 
Dried Fruits Industry in Australia is a contentious one. On the one hand there 
are those who would, having in mind the need for the repatriation of many of 
our servicemen, seek to open up further areas for the production of a product 
that has enjoyed some measure of prosperity, but not necessarily stability, as 
the result of wartime conditions-and, in -all good faith, ignoring the aftermath 
-the post-war marketing conditions. In a. timely counter to this dangerous 
thesis-however well meant-that might easily involve both the older settlers 
-some thousands of them repatriated into the Dried Fruits Industry since the 
Great War-and any new digger settlers in common ruin, or something akin 
to it, the A.D.F.A. has stated -a considered case that is based on its authorata
tive knowledge of the position together with its desire to see the industry able 
to absorb many of our se~vicemen as soon as there can be some assurance of 
post-war stability for the industry. 

The full statement of the case which fol
lows was prepared, at the request of the Board 
of Management by Mr. Peter Malloch, a Mil
dura member of the Board. It was then sub
mitted to the Board, and with some minor 
alterations, accepted ,as being tbe complete 
case for the indus.try, and one that is at once 
an historical record worth the consideration 
of all who have the interests of the industry 
at heart. It is the answer to mauy ill-advis·ed 
contentions .. 

THE STATEMENT 
The dried fruits industry was established at 

Mildura and Renmark by the Cha:ffey Bros. 
in 1887. Many problems had to be contended 
with by the early settle1·s - seepage from 
channels, sa-lt, lack of r.lail tl'ansport, ,and 
competitive :marketing c.ond:l"ti:;ns· being the 
most serious. These problems were overcome 
gradually by concrete lining of channels drain
age to subsDil shafts, e.xtension of niilways 
and the formation of the Mildura and Renmark 
Raisin Trusts, which eventually merged into 
the Australian Dried Ftuits Association. 

From Mildura, the industry wa.s extended to 
Nyah, and then to Merbein, in Victoria; to 
other river areas and to non-inigated areas in 
South Australia and western Australia, and 
to the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area in New . 
South Wales. Production figures, gradually in
creased up to 1914-18, till the annual tonnage 
was 14,000. At the conclusion of the la·st 
war, the Victoriail and South AustraUaD. Gov
ernment~:' planned extensive developments .of 
the industry for soldier settlement. At Red 
Cliffs, for example, 700 s.aldiers we1·e settled 
in one area on vineyards averaging 15 acres. 
Pro·duction from this area al.one has reached 
over 20,000 tons per annum. 

The area planted to dried vine fruits iE 
now about 65,300 acres, of which about 34,000 
acres are in Victoria, 21,500 in South Aus
tralia, 5400 in New South Wales, 4400 in 
Western Aus.tralia. 90 percent of this area. 
is ·served by irrigation water. 

Average annual production is 90,000 tons, o.f 
a value of £4,500,000. The capital investea 
in land producing grapes for .c]rying purposes, 
including houses and working plant, is esti~ 
mated at about £8,000,000. 

In addition, there is· a large an10unt of 
capital invested in packing-houses and plant-
probably around £500,000. The Commonwealth 
and State Governments have also spent about 
£40,000,000 on irrigation head works and chan
nels on the Murray River and its tributaries, 
a c.ansiderable portion :Of thi.s expenditure 
being applicable to dried fruits production. 
In recent years·, about £1,000,000 has been 
spent in subsvil drainage works in the mahl 
producing areas. 

The industry has been and is reasonably 
prosperous: and -fairly stable, and this is· re
flected in the nature of the towns and settle
ments. Th9 grower owner :predominates, and 
t}lere is very little leasehold or absentee 
ownership of property (probably about 1 per
cent). 

DEVELOPMENT AND MIGRATION 
COMMISSION REPORT 

In 1926, the ·commonwealth Government re
queste.d the Development and Migration com· 
mission to conduct an inquiry into the in-

· dustry. An exhaustive 1·eport was published, 
and a copy of this is presented herewith. The 
statistical information is. of course, out of 
date, and will be. brought ·up-to-date in this 
statement. Many of the recommendations·, 
particularly iu 1·espect to reduction of pack· 
ing~house·s and selling agencies, have been 
carried into effect. Much of tb.e information 
is still of value for anybody making a_ com
prehensive review of the industry. 

PRODUCTION, 1925 TO "1943 
Production of dried vine fruits in Au~tralia 

from 1925·1943 (vide Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Control Board report for 1942-1942) is 
as follows:-

Season. Currants. Sultanas. Lexias. Total. 
Tons. Tons Tons. Tons. 

1925 11,693 2o,ns 5,106 37,217 
1926 12,636 19,385 3,011 35,032 
1927 11,437 38.459 5,305 55,201 
1928 7,174 19,459 5,217 31,850 
1929 18,986 46,077 6,660 71,723 
1930 18,903 47,457 5,834 72,194 
1931 17,>!80 26,395 6,674 50,549 
1932 17,268 36,706 4,527 58,501 
1933 .... 16,469 53,816 7.547 n;~r32 
1934 17,896 44,459 7,236 69,591 
1935 21,018 4@,221 5,665 66,901 
1936 12,336 43,580 7.026 62,942 
1937 18,188 46,242 6,789 71,218 
1938 .... 20,734 if2,625 S,328 91,687 
1939 24,107 41,383 7,436 72,926 
1940 24,798 62,035 8,73fl 95,572 
1941 16,923 52,031 10,779 79.733 
1942 21,185 62,179 8,861 92,226 
1943 (estd.) 20800 58,600 9,600 89,000 

PRODUCION BY STATES 
The production of the various States, 1925 

to 1943, is as foliQWS:-
Season. Vi0. S.A. N.S.VV. VV.A. Total 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. T.ans. 
1925 23,154 11,965 440 1,058 37,217 
1926 22,729 10,612 391 1,300 35,032 
1927 40,579 12,030 1.016 1,576 55,201 
1928 2~3,378 4,946 1.450 2,076 31,850 
1929 46~805 19,680 3,370 1,868 71,723 
1930 46,793 18,783 4,445 2,173 72,194 
1931 29,706 15,370 3,241 2,232 50,549 
1932 34,619 17,874 3,73'7 2,271 58,501 
1933 49,929 20,076 5.603 2,224 77,832 
1934 40.788 21,314 5.618 1.871 69,591 
1935 37,802 21,911 4,455 2,736 66,904 
1936 38,627 16,195 5,298 2,822 62,942 
1937 43,134 19,060 6,400 2,625 71,219 
1938 56,640 25,095 7,256 2,696 91,68 i 
1939 41,731 21.379 5,791 4,025 72,926 
1940 56,985 25,496 9,421 3.670 95,572 
1941 46,782 22,219 7,796 2,936 79,733 
1942 55,208 24,716 9,430 2,872 92,226 
1943, estd. 53,"!00' 23,900 9,250 2,450 89,000 

From this, it will be noted that Victoria is 
by far the largest :producing State. 

MARKET RECORDS 
Disposal of the Australian Packs since 1926 

may be recorded as follows.:-
Total 

Season. U.K. C\'n'da N.Z. Othe.r. Exp't 

1926 
1927 
1928 

Tons. 
20.184 
34,952 
13,888 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
776 1,748 417 23,125 

3,398 2,257 587 41,194 
3,056 1,654 589 19,187 

Bal. 
Aust. 
Sales. 
Tons. 
11,907 
14,007 
12,663 

1929 50,155 4,660 2,027 946 57,788 13,93~ 
1930 46,279 7,435 2,164 854 56,732 15,462 
1931 25,480 8,949 2,343 1,194 37,966 12,58~ 
1932 24,456 14,583 3,343 883 43,265 15,236 
1933 55,142 8,079 1,742 764 65,727 12,105 
1934 34.849 14,528 3,367 978 53722 15,869 
1935 30,339 14,720 3,790 991 49,840 17,064 
1936 25,884 16,130 3,994 845 46,853 16,089 
1937 31,474 17,133 4,533 883 54,023 17,196 
1938 57,089 13,552 3,813 803 75,257 16,430 
1939 36,253 14,409 4,393 899 55,954 16,972 
1940 49,779 20,104 5,831 892 76,606 18,966 
1941 33,276 20,238 6,226 734 60,474 19,259 
1942 44,000 17,525 5,570 430 67,525 *24,701 
1943 est. 42,620 15,830 5,700 350 64,500 *24,500 

*Includes 5000 tons for Services. 
From the foregoilig tables, it will be noted 

that there has been a substantial progressive 
increase in production since the areas planted 
under SQldier settlement schemes follow-.. 
ing the last war came into production . These 
incre'ases are attributable mainly to the de· 
velopment ·of the Coomealla area in New South. 
\Vales (1929-1930) and to drainage reclamation 
works in Victoria a.nd. South Australian (1'934) 
on. 

Tons. 
The 1914-18 production figures aver-

aged ~ . 14,000 
Post-Vlar devel'cpment brought pro-

duction to . . . . 55,000 
Subsequent developments have brQught 

production to . . . . . . . . . . . . 95,000 
Given favorable seasons, present 

plantings are capable of :producing 
a crop of . . . . . . . ._ 100,000 
There are few :primary industries that can 

show such a degree of expansion in such a 
sh.art :period. 

It mus,t be further noted that the incre-ased 
production lias all been marketed withiti the 
Empire--Australia, United Kingdom. Canada, 
New Zealand. It has not been found possible 
to export profitably to any other markets. 
This is due to the fact that .our co.sts of 
production are high in relation to· competing 
countries. .we are enabled to retain Elnpire
markets only by means of preferential tariffs, 
which are:-
United Kingdom-£2 per ton on Currants~ 

£10;'10/· per ton on Sultanas and Lexias; 
Canaaa-£9/6/8 per lb. on Currants., Sultanas. 

and LeX.ias; 
New ?,ealand--£9/6i8 per ten on Sultanas· and 

Lexia.s, nil on Currants. 

BENEFITS OF TARIFF PREFEREN·CE 
AND EXCHANGE 

It has been calculated that the benefits of 
tariff preference and premium on exchange. 
account for almost half of the grower's in· 
come. The Australian tariff and maintenance· 
of an Australian "!)rice at £20 per ton over 
export parity on 18,000 tons gives an annual 
benefit -:: .. r .. £360,000 
Preference in the United Kingdom Qn 

12,000 tons Currants at £2 24,000 
Preference in the, United Kingd-om on 

34,000 tons Sultanas and Lexias at 
£10/10/· 357,000 

Prefel'ence in Canada on 20,000 tons 
Currants, Sultanas and Lexias at 
£14 ~ . ~ 280,00G 

Preference in New Zealand on 5000 
tons Sultanas and Lexias· at £9 45,00(!, 

Premium on Exchange 25 percent on 
United Kingdom and ca.nadian sales 
(approximately) 700,000. 

Total £1.766,000 

These benefits, spread •over a crop of 90,000: 
tons, represent a value of nearly £20 per ton, 
or half the return to growers. It should be 
appreciated the extent to which oU;r industry
is dependent on these "props." 

FINANCIAL POSITION OF INDU.STRY 

As with all primary industries, there is· a 
wide range in the fhiancial position o·f those 
engaged in the industry. A fairly wide view 
might be taken by dividing growers into two 
classes-(!') Civiliau settlers: (2) Soldier 
sf'ttlers. 

Givilian settlers range from men with no 
:finanGial liabi1ity and reserves of assets, to 
men 1vith mortgage liability ot up to £80 per 
acre, and borrowings tn meet cost of- :produc
tion of theil· crops. To strike an average, 
without analysis· of a large seetHm of gr.owers,._ 
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i<= s-omewhat hazardous, but one estimate, 
based on kno3-vledge of the financial position 
:of a large number ·of growers, places the 
:averagP. capital liability at no more than £40 
per acre on land valued at £100 to £150 per 
:acre. The number of growers financed in full 
.against crop production is probably 25 percent, 
:and the _number financed in part, 25 percent. 
'This section of growers is probably in a more 
·stable financial position today than at any 
rtime s-ince the inception of the industry. It 
·should be noted, however, that this position 
is largely attributable to good crops and good 
})rices and lack o.f opportunity for spending 
money durin,g the war years. In the pre-war 
years, debt -on the land would probably have 
averaged £65 per acre; growers financed in_ 
full on crop production, 40 percent; and in 
part, 25 percent. The p-o-siti'on was regarded 
in financial and commercial circles as reas-on
ably good-the present ))OSition is undoubt-
edly go-vd. _ 

Soldier settlers (ChA second class) are in a 
different position. \15 percent or more have a 
r ability to the -Crown, val'ying fr-om £90 to 
£130 per acre. This debt is redeemable by 
annual instalments· of H percent, \Vitll inter
.est at 4 percent, and mo·st settlers · re !..Oil

tent to let the debt run -on these tenus. 
Apart fl'OID this, the majority of settlers are 
in a sound financial -posiion. Probably 1!) 
percent or less are financed in full on crop 
production: 25 percent financed in part; 65 
percent carrying their own production costs. 
'This position is generally regarded as :finan
ci.ally sound. 

ANNUAL REVENUE AND COSTS 

Average annual production per acre in the 
Mildura, Red Cliffs, Merbein area for the past 
.eighteen years is-: Currants, 31.2 cwts.; Sul
't.anas. 29.9 cwts.; Lexias·, 32.6 ·cwts. The 
Yield shows improvement in recent years, due 
to installation of community drainage schemes 
in 1934. However. for general purJ,XJses o-f 
calculation, it is g.enerally assumed and can 
-be accepte.d that the average yield for Aus~ 
tralia is 30 cwt. per acre. Some districts 

1lave not yet the- benefit of drainage schemes. 
The average holding of settlers has not been 
wo-rked out, would probably p1·ove to be in 
-the nature of 16 acres of vines. Ignoring the 
present high costs· of -production and revenue 
under war conditions-, and working on pre
war fig·ures, the profit and loss a.ccount of a 
grower would be as follows:-
REVENUE: 24 tons, made up of: 

5.8 tons Currants, average price 
193~',9, £22,f3/5 .. £128 11 10 

:15.8 tons Sultanas, average price 
1935-9, £30/17/7 487 17 10 

2.4 tons- Lexi,as, average price 
1935-9, £30/3/9 72 8 11 

T-otal Revenue 

COSTS: Goods: Hors€ Feed 
£60, Manure £30, Spray 
Material £5, Pip Mar 

terials £15, Drying 
:Materials £15, Drain
age Materials £10, rrrel
lis, CllJanuer & Rack 
Repair Material £15 

Water, Drainage & Shire 
Rates . . . . 76 

Harvest Wages~ 24 tons 
at £5 ......... . 

Pruning Assistance .. 
Living All-owance, 52 

weeks at £4 ..... . 
Interest on Mortgage, £80 

per acre at 4 percent 
Ba~iance for reduction of 

liability .. . . .. .. 

£688 18 7 

Say, £689 0 o 

£150 

120 
14 

208 

50 

71 
£689 0 0 

It could not be• claimed that this would be 
:an actual budget of expenses~gdods outlay 
·might be leS'S· in a year where replacements 
were light. Another year, they would be 
heavier, M-ortgage interest might be- mo-re 
than 4 percent, but the amount of loan would 
"be less than £80 ·per acre. The figures are 
submitted as. reasonably appr-oximate and re~ 
fleeting average income and expenditure. If 
interest -on production advances were to be 
met, there would be a ·corresponding decrease 
in the grower's living all-owance. 

SYSTEM OF FINANCE 
Taking the Mildura area as -an example 

of the syStem -of finance, the position may 
be described in this way. Advances on land 
security (mortgage) are made by b'anks, or, 
havii::tg been made by the state Government, 
security by mortgage is held. T'he extent of 
adv8.nces is governed by the quality of land 
and improvements. Generally, they are limi
ted to a maximum -of £50 per acre, but, in 
the cas-e of high pro-ducing and well improved 
properties, may 'rUn to £70 per acre. Vendors 

of properties may SP.ll and retain mortgage 
security for unpaid balance'S of over £100 per 
acre, carrying interest at 5 percent. Packing 
companies will son!etimes advance on second 
mortgage security tlP to £20 per acre, and this 
has· helped many a man with arnbitf.on an:'! 
initiative to acquire a property he could not 
otherwise have secured. 

Financing of growers to meet production 
costs is largely practisEi-d by the packing com
pan1'es-b-oth 'Do-operative and Proprietary. 
These advances bear interest at 5~ p-ercent 
or 6 percent., and generally the grower is 
bound to deliver his fruit to the c'Ompany 
malting the advances. There are two Co
operative and Pro:plietary Companies in the 
Mildura area - the Co·operative and 
Proprietary gr-oups· each handling about 
50 percent of the d':istrict tonnage. There 
is keen competition between the com
panies in tb,e matter of economic and .efficient 
service to growers and in financial returns· for 
fru~t delivered. This element ·of healthy com
petition and rivalry is considered to be pcro
ductive of the best results to growers·. 

011 delivery of fruit, it is graded and 
\Yeighed.. It is bl~nded and sold under crown 
gTades on all markets except the United King
dom, where the various parcels are appraised 
and sold on appraisement values. Progress 
payments are made to growers monthly till 
the end of the season, when the pools are 
finalised, and account sales issue-d. Ervery 
grower receives the same amount from the 
pool to which he has delivered his fruit. Every 
packer shaTes equitabiy in every market on 
which frnH is sold. This is an invario.hle rule 
of equity under Australian Dried Fruits As
sociation conditions .. 

The financial position of the various pack· 
ing companies is und"Oubtedly s·ound, and the 
majority of them have substantial reserves. 
In this connection, it is considered that war
time taxatiOn methods·, which virtually pl"'O• 
hibit the building up of company reserves, is 
not altogether sound, as affecting th-ose en
e;agecl in primary production. It is considered 
there should be a reserve of finimce where 
the backing of primary product!on is a :prime 
£actor in operations, so that fluctuations- of 
production or price can be buffered. 

Summed up, it may be said that growers 
generally. f:Or the five years prior- to the 
war, were able to- keep p-aying their way, if 
they were steady and industrious. There was 
generally a sound basis of finance in regard 
to land and producti-on~banks and pack.ers 
worked with understanding, and few, if any, 
failures 1vere recorded in these years. The 
limited number of growers involved in Debt 
Reduction aJJPlicationl' reflects this position. 
Th-ose who \'.'ere concerned could not be de
scribed a~ steady or indm•tri·ous. 

PROCESSING COSTS 

The question is raised as to the efficiency 
of packing organisationa, costs and pTospe:;ts 
of reduction of charges by amalgamation Ol' 
otherWis·e. In this respect, there. has been no 
complaint '.or !reCord of di'Ssatisfadion ex
pressed for a number of years. 

Packing eharges recorded over a period of 
years by the Co-operative companies in the 
::\1ildura area are:-

1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 

Per T·on. 
£5 0 0 
£5 10 0 
£4 11 6 
£4 12 0 
£4 10 0 
£5 0 6 
£4 15 0 
£4 10 0 
£5 0 0 
£5 10 0 

These charges 
fnclude insurance 
and hire of 
sweat boxes. 

Charges made by Proprietary compani.es are 
somewhat .similar. Rebates from these charges 
and from Qommission account, varying from 
10/- ·to £1/10/-, have been made by both Co
operative and Proprietary companies. Rebates 
have now been -discontinued by all bu_t one 
of the Co-operative companies. Freight costs 
are charged to the growers at actual cost. 
South Australian companie-s all pay rebates 
of charges. 

It i-s generally C·onsidered- that packing com
panies, are working efficiently and ec-onomic· 
ally, and little, if anything, wouia be gained 
by further amalgamation, in Victoria at any 
1-ate. 

In 1937, the Australian Dried Fruits Asso· 
ciation undertook a. p-lan -of amalgamation and 
t'eduction of packing houses ·on an outlay of 
£170,000 and at a nett loss of around £70,000. 
This resulted in the closing down of 25 pack
ing ll.ouses in Victoria. and South Australia, 
which made for savings aud stability ·in the 
packing busine-ss that had' not previously been 
possible. The sum of £134,000 was raised- by 
voluntary levy on growers, in order to finance 
the scheme. 

The decision of the Privy Council in the 

H 

James case in 1936 made this work necessary. 
Some dealers and packers· refused to follow 
the practices considered essential for stability 
of prices. in Australia ~ they sol-d more than 
the quota allotted fOr the Australian, marke~ 
cutting p~:ices an-d giving speci3J discounts, to 
r.ecure extra trad.e. A :QOS-ition was rapidly 
d'"veloping in which there was every prospect 
of Australian prices coming Ctown t-o export 
parity, with a loss, ·of income of probably 
£360,000 per annum - this being the differ
ence between Commonwealth and Export 
parity. This· was saved for the industry, and 
a position of stability created. 

Packers in Vict-oria and South Australia 
have combined in forming a sales organisation 
-Co--operated Dried ]"ruits Sale-S Pty. Ltd.
which now controls 80 percent of the sales 
on a brokerage basi&, in place of the old 
agency arrangement, which cost the grower 
5 percent. 

Packers in the Mildura district contribute 
to the C-ouncil for Scientific and Industrial 
Research the sum ·o-f £1000 per annum towards 
the cost of maintaining a chemist at the, Mer~ 
being Research Station. The result of this 
has- been a marked improvement in methods 
of processing, dehydration and fumigation of 
frui.t. The quality and conditi-on of our pro~ 
ducts in export markets now rank very high. 
Savings effected more than cover the added 
eost of processing 'and the contribution made 
to the ·CQuncil ~or Scientific and Industrial 
Research. 

PRICE 'CONTROL 

At the beginning of each season, the Board 
of Management of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association meets and determines the price 
of each fruit for Australian trade. This 
price is notified to the selling agents 
and the buying merchants, and is rigidly 
adheted to by all parties. Behind this 
simple meth-od 'Of fixing and maintaining 
prices, there is. a recognition of and loyal 
adherence to- the fact that, unless· full suppo-rt 
is given to the Board in price maintenance, 
Anstyalian prices would fall to export parity. 
Aqstralian prices rule at about £20 per ton 
above exp:)rt parity. On a consumption of 
18,000 tons, this amounts to £360,000 per 
annum. Packers aQd growers know this, and 
financial interest and prudence create loyalty. 
Each packer and agent is limited to the sale 
of a determining percentage of each fruit in 
Australia. If an agent over-sells in Australia, 
he automatically pays in to an adjustment 
account the difference between Australian and 
Expert parity_ Every agent and packer in 
Australia abides by these conditions. In the 
same way, each agent adjusts on sales to 
export markets, so that, at the·- end of the 
s-eason, every agent, packer and grower re
ceives an equal share of the sales iu each 
and every market. 

Prices for export markets are fixed by the 
Export ·Control B-oard, with due regard to 
competitive conditions and preferential tariffs. 
An exception is the United Kingdom, where 
fruit is sent on consignment~each parcel is 
appraised on arrival, ·and so subject to the 
appraised price. Each packer is allotted his 
quota of fruit for the United Kingdom, blilt 
stands on his own realisations. 

The foregQing outlines the main functions 
of the Australian Dried Fruits Ass-ociation and 
Export Control Board in price control matters. 
In .addition to these Boards, thei'e are the 
various State Boards, which fix a quota ·o-f 
fruit that can be sold by each agent with~n 
the State. The efficacy of this as an adjunct 
to price control is doubtful. These Boards·, 
however, control the issue of licences to pack~ 
ing houses, and this system of indirect control 
of the- packeis is considered of definite value. 
It ensures a genera,} sense of responsibility 
towards the welfare of the industry. It is 
desired to stress the value of the ·system of 
licerising . packers bY the State Boards as 
being one of the main essential-s to stability 
in the industry. If it were· not for thi.s system, 
it is probable there would be a Qumber of 
small packing houses erected~there would be 
a breakaway frOm the fundamentals of order· 
ly marketing, and grave risk of financial los-ses 
to grower&. 

PRICES PAID TO AUSTRALIAN 
GROWERS 

For purp-ose of record and comparison with 
Califcirllian pliceg, appearing in t'his re-port, the 
following table- of average payments to Aus· 
tralian .growers is of interest.:-
S:eason. Currants. Sultanas. 

1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 

Per ton. Per ton. 
£42 7 6£5514 0 

56 13 6 74 12 6 
40 3 0 72 8 6 
39 15 6 72 10 0 
36 11 0 38 5 0 
28 8 6 24 4 6 
2150 4950 
23 15 0 49 11 6 

Lexias. 
Per to:fi. 
£50 10 6 

63 10 0 
54 6 0 
41 14 0 
22 9 6 
14 1 6 
28 0 0 
31 19 6 
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1927 .. 29 5 9 37 19 0 29 10 0 
1928 40 2 6 37 8 0 28 0 6 
1929 28 10 0 27 10 0 22 7 0 
1930 24 0 0 31 0 0 18 15 0 
1931 33 0 0 43 0 0 27 0 0 
1932 31 15 0 37 0 0 25 15 0 
1933 25 0 0 25 0 0 28 5 0 
1934 26 15 0 26 10 0 22 15 0 
1935 22 0 0 29 5 0 29 0 0 
1936 25 5 0 32 0 0 30 10 0 
1937 22 0 0 31 10 0 29 0 0 
1938 20 0 0 28 10 0 30 0 0 
1939 23 0 0 30 10 0 32 5 0 
1940 22 10 0 31 0 0 32 15 0 
1941 28 5 0 34 10 0 33 15 0 
1942 33 15 0 39 10 0 37 10 0 

PROBLEMS OF COMPETITION 
It may as asked, "Why cannot_ Australia 

produce dried fruits as cheap-ly as other coun· 
tries " There are various reasons. (a) Wages. 
which enter largely into costs, are contr-olled 
in Australia by Arbitratton Court awards, and 
are now £4/17/- 'per week for 44 hours. In 
Smyrna and Greece, the pre-war wage stan
dard varied frolli equivalent. to 1/- to 1/6 per 
day of 12 hours - equal to, say, 5/6 per 44 
hours' work. In Spain, also, la.bour was much 
cheaper. In California, vineyard workens 
comprised mainly foretgu labour - Armenians, 
Greeks., Italians, MexicanS, Negroes, 'Chinese 
and Japanese - who received very low wages 
or returns for fruit, and live ·On considerably 
lower staudar<ls than average American fami-
lies. -

The owner of vineyard lands in Qalifornia 
is seldom the p-roducer of the fruit, but holds· 
the land largely as a capital investment. In
terest or profit has been secured largely by 
the maximum exploitation o-f labour. Since 
the ·outbreak of war, prices of fruit ·have· risen, 
and so also has labour cost, due to a sho1·ta.re 
created by enlistments and removal of alieiis 
from Califo-rnia to central areas. It is open 
to question whether these high-wage condi
Uons will continue when normal times return. 

In the "California Fruit News" of 22nd 
March, 1941, Mr. Euless, a leading grower in 
California, is reported as stating that the 
average cost of producing a ton of Thomp
son's· was $72 :a ton. In 1940, the average re
tlurn to growers was $50 a ton, and that only 
in one of the past 17 years (1925) has 
the m·uscat raisin grower received the cost of 
production; ln only two years ·did the ThomP
son's Seedless grower receive 'the c·ost of pro
duction-in the years 1925 and 1931. The 
avera,ge (grower) price of Thompson's Seed
less for the past 17 years was $57.76?; per ton, 
and for muscats, $55.18 per ton. 

It is· of interest to record prices p-aid to 
growers in California in pre-war years-figures 
by ProfeSsor Shear, University of California, 
21st July, 1937:- -

PRI,CES PAID TO GROWERS FOR RAISINS, 

1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
19a6 
1927 

PER TON, DRIED 
$210 1928 

235 1929 
190 1930 
105 1931 

45 1932 
70 1933 
80 1934 
70 1935 
60 1936 

$40 
61 
59 
60 
39 
57 
64 
56 
69 

These cOmparative conditions app.ly on vine
yards as in packing houses. 

In Au.stralia Sultanas are pi-cked, dipped, 
placed on covered racks, finished off on hes
sian in the sun, then :tilled into sweat boxes. 
The labour cost varies fr-om £5 to £6 per ton. 
rn California, grapes are picked from the 
vines and thrown on paper trays, left to dry 
in the .sun and then placed in sweats. The 
cost· is equal to £2 per ton. Australia could 
not adopt the cheaper Californian method, as 
climatic conditions are too uncertain. Rain 
could destroy the drying crop. California en
jo-ys dry weather during the drying period. 

Cultivation c~sts in Austral'ia generally 
are higher than elsewhere. Apart from labour, 
where tractors are used, the initial cost in 
Australia is probably double the cost in Cali
fornia {due to import duty and transit)-run
ning costs are :probably four times those in 
California due to heavier cost of .fuel. Where 
horses are used in Australia, the co.st of feed 
:is heavy-chaff has to,be brought from distant 
farm lands. It costs £60 per annum to feecl 
a pair of horses: here. In Galifornia, where 
mules are used, the fanner gets. meadow hay 
from the adjoining lands-the cost is· very 
low. In Smyrna and Greece, manual labour 
is cheaper than machine or implement meth· 
00... • 

Water costs in Australia are high
£3/10/· per acre. This is due to hi.gh costs 
of pumping plants (imported). high liftS ·(up 
to 100 feet) and seepy or salty land re·.;tuir[ng 
concrete channels, which are costly to c·Cin· 
struct. Running costs. are high. Fuel has to 
be brought 500 miles by rail. Firewo-od in 
adjacent areas is rapidly being depleted. Im· 
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ported oil fuel is comparatively costly. 
In California, water supply either from wells 

or ·other irrigation units is very low due to 
lower capital costs and l-ow costs of fuel. 
Conc~ete channels are unnecessary, as land is 
alluvial and pervious. In Smyrna and Greece, 
natural rainfall provides necessary water. 

In packing houses, labQ.r is the prin
cipal factor in higher comparative costs. An· 
other factor, however, is boxes. These have 
to be brought from Canada, bundled in shooks. 
Marine and ran freight doubles the cost in 
Canada. In Ca.lifornia, Smyrna and Greece, 
softwood f·orests ~.re adjacent to centres of 
production of fruit. and cost of boxes ls low. 
Australian hardwood is being tried as a sub
stitute for' softwood, but it is too heavy, costly 
to fall and mill, and shows no saving agsJnst 
imported boxes. It is les-s pliable and genm·· 
ally less suitable as a container. 

In freight costs, Australia is at a dis· 
ad·1antage with competitors. Main vineyards 
and -packing houses are 350 miles from sea
bo'ard, "\Vith long ocean haulage on top of this. 
Californian, Turkish and Greek packing 
h-ouses are situated either at or much nearer 
to the seaboard. with consequent .freight cost 
advantage. 

It is cleir. from tht fo1·egoing, that every 
effort must be made to retain preference f·or 
·OUl' industry. rrhare is ll,O apparent method of 
reducing cost of· pro-duction to compensate 
for a possible loss ·of preference. 

If, as the result of inte~national policy, 
preferences must disappear or be :modified 
consideration should be given to some form 
of internatiD'nal arrangements such as the 
Wheat Agreement, whereby international con
trol could be exercised over production, with 
prices and markets regulated to a level which 
would secure ample supplies' to all consumers, 
and avoi-d lower returns to growers. 

It might be argued that costs could be 
reduced by lowering of laboU1· costs. Wages 
are controlled by Arbitration Court Awards, 
and the industry would not voluntarily ignore 
such awards. Growers desire to. see theil' 
employees. receive a fair wage and reasonable 
living conditions, in exchange for their labour. 

If reduced returns forced economic distress 
in this industry and other large exporting in
dustries, it might be argued that Arbitration 
Court Awards should be suspended fO'l' large 
exP'orting primary industries on the: plea that, 
whilst the Court determines the cost of pro
duction, so far as labour costs are concerned, 
the-re is no authority which can determine 
the income of producers concerned--they are 
at the mercy ·of overseas buyers. This seems 
a reasonable argument, but we have on record 
that an Arbitration Judge, in reply to such a 
case stated in Court, expres·sed the view that 
au industry which could not pay Australian 
wage standards should· go out of existence. 

[In the foregoing Australian costs have been 
based ·on labour working 48 hours· weekly. The 
introduction of a 44 hour week would, of 
course, increase these costs.] 

. POSSIBILITIES OF COMPETITION 
CALIFORNIA: PrOduction figures. published 

by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture ("Califor
nia Fruit News," 1/5/1943) show the follow
ing crop position:--

w 
~ ,; " .ci 
~~m " 0, • "" 

0 );:i"C <J) 

S§rt ·~ 
..,.. Q) ;... 

(? •:;-< ~ 

.s~ l ~ ' "~ I ,.: .;::'CJ :§...., ~ wo 
" .?! 0 j:; '@•;::: • ~;... c c:l 0 0 

~ ~HE- ~"' "'""' 1930 1,307.000 192,000 539.000 
1931 775.000 169.000 99.000 
1932 1,221,000 262,000 173,000 
1933 988,000 195,000 208,000 
1934. 930.000 171.000 246,000 
1935 1,253,000 203,000 441.000 
1936 918,000 182,000 190,000 
1937 1.429,000 247,000 441.000 
1938 1.445,000 290,000 285;000 
1'939 1,306,000 245.000 326.000 
1940 1.273,000 171.000 589,000 
1941 1,516.000 209,000 680.000 

From this, it is clear that, from existing 
vines, California could produce a turthel' 
100,000 tons of rais-ins based on a conversion 
of 4i· tons fresh to 1 ton dried--equal to the 
total Australian crop and at costs with which 
we could not compete. Production for 1943 
is aimed at 300,(100 tons. Even on the dried 
rais.in production of 1937, 1938 and 1939, the 
U.S.A. Government had to pass laws diverting 
a portion of the crop frQm the normal mar~ 
ket into· by-product channels In 1937, a loan 
of 2.§ million dollars was made to remove· 
40,000 tons of raisins from the market_ In 
1938, 20 percent ·Of the crop (50,000 tons) was 
withheld from the market, and diverted to 
by-products (brandy, stock·feed, etc.). In 1939, 
a similar programme was followed, but in 
1940 the reserve pool was released for export 

It is most strongly urged on those inves-
tigating dried fruit expansion plans in Aus· 
tralia that this. position in California be· 
thoroughly reviewed, as it really holds a grave· 
menace, not only against further development, 
but against the existing indush·y in Australia. 
Based on pre-war coUBumption standards,. 
there are sufficient producing vineyards in 
California to supply existing markets with a 
further 100,000 tons of raisins. These raisins. 
can be marketed at half the cost of Australian 
production. · 

It i.s but fair to Qbserve here that the· 
debacle of 1937-1939 in Californian prices was 
largely attributa.ble to a suspension of trade 
in ra1 ~ins with Continental Europe, particu~. 
larly Germany. In normal trading times. 
Germany has imported up to 40,000 tons of 
raisins per ammm, but in, the "guns before· 
butter'' periOd, trade came to a s·tandstill. To 
what extent raisins will be used in the re·· 
stoliation of normal diet to the peoples of· 
Europe we cannot say, but it c-ould be hoped:. 
that much of the surplus of pre-war yea-rs~ 

can be tra.nsfened t') consumption channels 
on the Oontinent of Europe. 

TURKEY: Production in Turkey expanded' 
in pre-war years to a total of 80,000 tons of 
Sultanas·, and difficulties were experienced in 
marketin.g. 

GREECE: Production, mainly of CmTants, 
ranges from 120,000 tv 140,000 tons. Of this, 
only 80,000 tons can be marketed~the rest 
is diverted to production of power alco-hol. 
There is, therefore, an annual production of 
40,000 tons now available for expansion of the, 
world's consumption, again at prices with 
which Australia could not hope to compete. 

CRBTE: Production of Sultanas· in Crete 
increased in pre-war years from 8000 tons in 
1928, to 19,800 tons in 1935, and 14,700 tons·. 
in 1937. This fruit is sold mainly in the 
United Kingd·om. " 

SOUTH AFRICA: Annual production is· 
about 10,000 tons of Sultanas and Lexias. 
Of this, 6000 to 7000 tons are exported, main
ly to the United Kingdom, and. in pre-war· 
years, part to Canada. 

SAl\lARKAND: In additi·on to the countries 
named, there is a large :production of Sultanas 
in Samarkand (•controlled by the Soviet). 
These do not 1..1sually find their way to. our 
markets, but. at times, some parcels hav(;}
been placed in London, deJ)ressing the mar
ket. They are a p-otential source of danger. 

Summing up the position in respect to world 
competition, it may b~ .said that there is a 
potential available surplus of Sultanas and 
Currants amounting to possibly 140,000 tons 
per annum to cove with increased require-
ments for the European continent. This fruit 
can be sold at- prices much lower than we 
could hope to produce it. 

MARKET EXPANSION 

As shown earlier ·in this statement, our· 
principal expo1·t markets are United Kingdom, 
Canada and New Zealand. 

UNITED KINGDOM: Pre-war annual con
sumption vvas approximately 70,000 tons. -of 
Sultanas and Lexias and 55,000 tons of Cur
rants. On an Australian production of 90,000, 
we would send in pre-war years 34,000 tons, 
·of Sultanas and Lexias and ·12,000 tons· of 
Currants. This leaves a balance of 36,000 
tons of raisins antl 43,000 tons of CUrrant;;;: 
which w-ould normally be :supplied by Califa.r-· 
nia, Turkey and Crete (raisins), and Greece 
(currants). It may be noted that thes·e are 
all Allied countries; they are countries with 
whom Britain has important strategic or 
econ:cmic engagements; -therefore, any piau 
for expansion ·Of our production which will 
go to the United Kingdom under cover of a 
preferential trade. preference, should operate, 
only with the full knowledge. and consent of 
the British Go·vernment. FUll !details of 
United Kingdom trade in dried vine fruits. 
are set out in the Export Control Board re
port for 1939-40 (16th Report). 

CANAD~: Annual consumpti·on is 2·2,000 
tons. Of this, Australia supplied 20,000 tons 
in pre-war years, so there is no opportunity 
o.f expansion in this 'direction. It has to be 
noted that, under food allocati-ons·, by the 
Combined Food Board, Washington, some 7000 
tons of Californian fruit have been allotted 

.to Canada this seas·on (19.43). 

NEW ZEALAND: Annual consumption is 
under 6000 ~ tons, and, for s·ome years now, 
practically all the trade haS been done by. 
Australia. There is no room for expansion 
here. 

Summed up, market prospects are limited 
to increased trade with the United Kingdom, 
and this is subject to continuance of Prefer
ence and her position in relation to. tra·de 
with Allied countries. 
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MUTUAL AID AGI,REEMENT 

Under the Mutual Aid Agreement signed by 
'Great Britain and the U.S.A., provision is 
made for reduction of tariffs and p-reference 
barriers to trade. If applied in relation to 
<lried fruits preferences, it will have the two
.fold effect of reducing the financial returns 
,to growers and the volume of trade which 
'can be carried on in the Empire. These fac
tors are viewed with considerable concern by 
the leaders of the industry, because there was 
little, if any, margin of profit on ]_}re-wa.r re
turns to growers; lower returns would result 
in hardship, and inaOility to market our crops 
·would create havoc in the industry. The alter
native can be found only in an international 
agreement, with control 'Of production and 
-;prices and with rationing of markets. 

MARKET ROUTINE 

Marketing policies· and practices are con
trolled in r~spect to home trade by the Aus
tralian D:iied Fruits Association, and have 
worked satisfactorily. There is no demand 
for alteratiDn of methods'. 

Overseas trade is directed by the Export 
Control Board, and .any suggestions re. altera
tions •Jf plans shouJd come from that body. 
We understand that there are views held in 
respect to marketing in the United Kisgdom 
which would necessHate alteration of pre-war 
methods of advantage to- the industry. 

SUMMARY 
The views of the Australian Dried Fruits 

Association on the question of expansion of 
the dried vine fruits industry as a post-war 
plan_ for soldier settlement may be summed 
up in this way:~ 
.1. Our industry is not unsympathetic to the 

problem ·Of land. settlement for returned 
soldiers. There are thousands of soldiers, 
.sons of our settlers, on service, who will 
hope tv settle •in the industry when the 

war is -over, and any spirit of antagonism 
or organised resistance to such natural 

·hopes and desires would be unnatural. 
2. It mu:;t be recognised, however, that there 

are factors of danger ill expansion of the 
industry, not only to new settlers, but to 
the existing ones·. In this respe:ct atten
tion is directed to:-
(a) Expansion of the industry since the 

lnst war. 
(b) High c-osts pf pro-duction, compa.>1ed 

with competfng countries. 
(c) Depend.euce on preference and ..:x

change benefits. 
(d) Dependence of the indus-try on prote!!

tive tarlff price regulation (subject:· to 
the Price Control Commission) by the 
Australian Dried Fruits Ass-ociation, 
States arid Commonwealth Control 
Boards. 

(e) Restricted market opportunities due to 
high costs of production. 

(f) Possibilities of distress being created. 
under the terms 'Of MutuaJ Aid Agree
ment between Great Britain and 
U.S.A. 

(g) Consequent necessity for s.ome form of 
international agreement to control 
Pl'Oduction, to stabihse prices and to 
ration markets. 

Having d·ue regard to all these factors, the 
opinion of our Board is that no large scheme 
of s-oldier settlement in this industry should 
be undertaken, but, in its place, there should 
be planned some modified ::::cheme of exten
sion of existing areas for sett1e1·s' sons who 
are in serYice, and aSs.i:<?.tance granted to 
others to purchase existing vineyards of men 
who are over age to effectively work their 
properties and desire to sell. Further, we 
recommend that, to this end, sales of pro
perties, especially to aliens, should be dis
contillued now, and properties for sale held 
for returned soldiers. 

Dried Tree Fruit Production 

Survey of Position Presented to Re-construction 
Commission 

In addition to the survey of the dried vines fruit industry a comprehensive 
review of the position relating to the production of development of the dried 
tree fruit production was presented to the Rural Reconstruction Commission 
by the A.D.F.A. 

The report stated:-
The following are the Australian figures of 

])roduction in the main lines of tree fruits 
for the past 10 years. In addition to these 
fruits, approximately 60 tons of dried figs are 
1moduced in the Murray River areas, also the 
{!rying of apples· has been encouraged to meet 
Service requirements. and the 19431 output was 
increased from pre-war figures of approximate
ly 350 tons to 1800 tons. On examining these 
figures it will be ev'idont that producti,on in 
tree fruits varie& largely with seasonal con
ditions. This fluctuation has made it exceed
ingly difficult to fOster export markets, as it 
has been the policy to proVide thG home mar
ket in full and. export the surplus, making it 
:impossible to guarantee supplies-. 

PRODUCTION FIGURES 

<ill APRICOTS. 
Tons. 

1934 .. .. .. . . 1.626 
1935 1,446 
1936 .. .. 1,525 
1937 1,172 
1938 2,147 
1939 .. 1,244 
1940 1,640 
1941 .. .. 1,860 
1942 1,732 
1943 1,273 (est.) 

PEACHES. 
T·ons. 

1934 512 
1935 575 
1936 .. 443 
1937 .. .. .. 436 
1938 .. • .. .. .. 557 
1939 .. .. .. . . 462 
1940 .... 417 
1941 .. .. .. 561 
1942 .. .... .. .399 
1943 .. .. .. 411 (est.) 

NECTARINES. 
Tons. 

1934 75 
1935 .. ..... .. 49 
1936 ... .... .. 57 

1937 43 
1938 54 
1939 .. 44 
1940 37 
1941 52 
1942 27 
1943 .. 15 (est.) 

PEARS. 
Tons. 

1934 300 
1935 151 
1936 261 
1937 308 
1))38 340 
1939 219 
1940 361 
1941 291 
1942 282 
1943 .. .. 295 ( e&t.) 

PRUNES . 

1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
193!) 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 

Tons. 
2,193 
2,365 
2,310 
3,380 
3,075 
1,652 
2,447 
2,172 
3,179 

DISTRIBUTION OF 
2,500 (est.) 

FRUIT 
The distribution of these fruits has been 

mainly In the Commonwealth, but in years of 
:plenty, export markets were sought. Since 
the· advent of war, the supplies to the ci-vilian 
p'opulation have been almost entirely cur
tailed (except ill the case· of prunes.) owing 
to Service requirements. The annual cQn
sumption in AustraUa in pre-war times was 
(al)pr.oximately) :~ 

Apricots .. 
Peaches 
Nectarines . 
Prunes .. 
Pears .... 

1,000 to 1,200 tons 
250 to 300 tons 
10 to 35 tons 

2,000 to 2,250 tons 
70 to 100 tons 

1 .t 

A review of the fruits individually follows:
APRIC.OTS 

This fruit, apart from prunes, is the most 
popular of the dried tree fruits. In y~ars ot 
plenty such as 1938, over 1000 tons were ex
ported to the following overseas markets:-

GREAT BRITAIN received the largest sup
ply in 1938-approximately 750 t'Ons. The re
turns from this mar~et, although not as gOod 
as home prices·, were reasonably satisfactory. 
The trade was helped bY a prE-ferential tariff 
of 10/6 per cwt. and exchange favored the 
Australian seller to the extent of 25 percent. 

NEW ZEALAND draws its supplies of dried 
apricots mainlY from Australia and South 
Africa, both ,of which countries enjoy a tar'ifi' 
preference of 2d. per lb. The usual require
ments, of this market are ti"OO to 600 tons of 
this fruit and of which Australia supplied in 
1938 over 300 tons·. 

CANADA has only received very small quan
tities of apricots from Australia, although a 
tariff preference of 25 percent exists between 
the two countries. SDuth Africa also enjoys· 
this preference. The near availability of the 
chea:per Californian fruit has made this mar
ket difficult for Australian fruit. 

THE EASTERN MARKETS, although receiv
ing limited quantities in the past, are not easy 
to develop for any of the tree fruits. Apart 
from the l'OW purchasing power of the popu
lace, the climate is adverse to the keeping 
qualities ,of the fruit, except in airtight con
tainers, which add considerably to cost. 

In summing up the possibility of increased 
production of dried apricots, it m,ust be borne 
in mind that the labor involved in handling 
this fruit is very .great, and the harvesting 
must be carried out in a very short period 
of time. These factors militate against 
large-scale production by individuals, although 
at present it is quite a profitable occupation 
where the producer's family c-onstitutes a fair 
proportion of the labor involved. 8-outh Africa 
has developed her apricot production with the 
advantage of cheap colored labor. 

It is our opinion that a limited increase in 
production might well be undertaken if con
ditions of trade take shape in the post-war 
period, whereby the existing trade preferences 
and favorable exchange rate can be main
tained. 

PEACHES 
The dried peach is not such a popular fruit 

with the consumer· as the apricot, the prefer
(mce being for the canned article. There does 
not appear to be any large· outlet in other 
than the home market. The production of 
approximately 500 tons of this fruit has been 
in"* excess of the Australian cons-emption in 
pre-war years to the extent of some 200 tons. 
The surplus has. been exported mostly to 
G»eat Britain, but this fruit ·has not been 
received with the same favor as apricots. 
and returns to the producer have been un
profitable. New Zealand favors the "peeled" 
peach, and a profitable but limited trade has 
in the past been done with. the Dominion. 

The production figures- show a fairly static 
pof'!ition, and with the possibiltY of develop
ment 1()f the "peeh:d" article, smne limited 
expansion of planting can be recommended. 

NECTARINES 
The production -of this fruit has been on the 

decline, although 'the fruit produced, if of a 
good quality, has be-::n readily absorbed. The 
am-ount of Iabor involved ju preparation of 
the dried article has militated against the 
expansion of the industry. It is· consi.dered 
that consumption of this frult might be in
creased to 10Q tons. 

PRUNES 

Production of this fruit has shown marked 
fluctuation. The Australian demand, of some 
2000-2250 _ tons has in the lean years absorbed 
supplies, whereas in ·other years, particularly 
in 1937 and 1938, a considerable quantity was 
aVailable for export. This exportable surplus 
was sent to• New Zealand and Great Britain. 
It was f-ound that a profitable th·ough Jimited. 
market existed in New Zealand for the larger
sized prunes. The fruit shipped to G"reat 
Britain did not return payable prices, as it 
had to meet the competition of Californian 
fruit, which was selling at a very low price. 
Prunes are grown largely in C::tlifornia and 
in :parts of Europe, and usually are a low
price commodity . 

PEARS 

:Oried pears are not very favored by the 
consumer, although the highest quality fruit 
has a sale both in the home and export mar:.. 
kets. The pre-war production average of 250-
300 tons was more· than the Australian d& 
maud Of approximately 100 tons, and the sur
plus was mostly shipped to Great Britain and 
prices realised returned to the producer little 
more than the cost of production. Of late 
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years the production has declined consider
ably, owing to the demand for pears for fresh 
fruit and for canning. 

FIGS 

The producUon of dried figs is undertaken 
:from comparatively small plantings in the 
irrigation areas, chiefly in South Ausb·alia. 
In the pre-war period, figs were imported from 
Turkey. The quantities. imported into Aus
tralia were· as follows:-

1938 
1939 
1940 

201 
163 
166 

tons 
tons 
tonS 

Fig production is dependent ,on suitable cli
matic conditions, as tl· crop is liable to heavy 

loss from rain damage during the ripe_ning 
stage. 

In conclus·ion, the returns from dried tree 
fruits in the pre-war period were often barely 
sufficient to meet costs of :ProducUon. The 
demand from the Services in Australia in the 
past three years has obviated the necessity 
of ex_p.Qrt and returns to growers have bene
fited. The costs of production have increased 
considerably, and a corresponding rise in prices 
has had to be made. Under these conditions, 
growers for· the time being are receiving a 
fair price for their produce, but a return to 
pre-war conditions is inevitable and any ex
p~msion must be for the export market. 

Co ... operative Organisation for the 
Marketing of Dried Fruits 

Early in 1926 representat1ve.s of Mildura Co
operative Fruit Co. Ltd., Irymple Packing Pty. 
Ltd. and Sarnia Packing Pty. Ltd. decided to 
form their own Co-operatiYe Organisation for 
the sale of dried fruits in Australia and ovel·
seas, with the result that Co-operated Driecl 
Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. was registered in Vic
toria as the main selling organisation, with a 
kindred. compa.ny, entitled Associated Dried 
Fraits Sal·es Pty. Ltd., being registered in New 
South Wales and Queensland to handle thP
distribution in those States. The aim of the. 
sponsors was to- prdvide a competent selling 
-organisation at the lowest possible cost to 
growers consistent '\Vith efficiency. 

The movement \Vas a. ·Success from Hs in· 
ception, and the Directors of Red Cliffs Co· 
operative Packing Co. Ltd. signified that they 
were interested and intended to discuss linking 
up with the 11'1ov-ement when their exi_sting 
Agency ag1·eement ·expired. The Directors oC 
Woori.nen Fruitgrowers' Co-operative Co. Lt-d. 
were also impressed with the possibilities of 
what was described as "the g1·owers own sell-. 
ing organisation," with the result that both of 
those companies were admitted as shar·ehold· 
ing companies for the 1928 season. Influential 
men in- the South Australian Co-operativ~ 
movement then became interested, with the 
result that MurraY River \.VholeSale Co-opera· 
tive Ltd. was admitted as a shareholding com
pany, and practically the whole o-f the pack of 
the South Australian Co-op-erative Packing 
c-ompanies was thus brought into the movr:J· 
ment for the J 929 season. From time to time 
other companies linked up-M-essrs. J. & K. 
McAlpine Pty. Ltd. becoming as_sociated in 
1934 and Coomealla Packers' PtY. Ltd. in _1937 
-until the 1940 .s·eason saw a further marked 
advance of the influence of· the organisation in 
the industry by the linking up of Aurora Pac1--:· 
ing Oo. Pty. Ltd- which, until that date, had it.s 
own selling organisation. The movement is 
still extending, as is evidenced by the pack of 
M-essrs. Cole & "\Voo-dham Ltd., of Renmark. 
and Tandaco Packing Pty. Ltd. of Nyah ·west. 
coming under the scone of the company in 1943 

Vlhe.n the movement was first started, therB 
were many who prophesied its failure, instanc
ing as one reason that it would he found im· 
possible for Co-operative and Proprietary 
Packing Organisations to worl{ harmoniously 
together. It was claime-d in this regar-d_ that 
the varying outlook of the growers represented 
would inevitably l-ead to friction and troubl-e. 
However, the sco·pe of the organisation was 
found to be wide enough to allow of the Co
operative and Proprietary interests comprised 
in its make-up working harmoniously together 
for the common good, the guiding p-rinciple. be
ing that organised marl{eting and active sup" 
port of the Boards set up by 'the Common
wealth Government and the various State Go
vernments was ,essential to the success of th8 
industry. 

Looking back over the years-, it is pleasing to 
be able to report that not one case of serious 
divergence of opinion has oCcurred during the 
'history of the· company, which is now han.dfing 
its e'ight·eenth crop. 

COMPOSITION OF COMPANY 

The shares ·of both Co-operated Dried Fruit'> 
Sales Pty. Ltd. and Associated Dried :F'rufts 
Sales Pty. Ltd. are held exclusively by the main 
associated Packing Companies (in the cas-e of 
South Australia the holding is through Murray 
Riv·er Wholesale Co-operative Ltd.) 

The Directorate consists of seven nomine(~S 
appointed by the .shareholding companies, the 
present Hoard being as follows:-

Chairman: H. D. Howie, O.B.E. (Nominee of 
Murray Riv.er VVholes~..l-e Co~op. Ltd.); E. J. 
Casey (Nominee of Mildura Co-op-erative Fruit 
Co. Ltd.); F. W. Paley Hammet (Nominee of 
Red Cliffs Co-op. Packing Co. Ltd.); P. Malloch 
(N'Dminee of Sarnia Packing Pty. Ltd.); H. F. 
Palmer (Nominee of Woo-rinen Fruitgrowers' 
Co-op. Co. Ltd.) ; E. J. Roberts (Nomin-ee of 

Irympl,e Packing Pty. Ltd.); E. D. Sims (Nomi
- nee of Mnrray River Wholesae Co-op. Ltd.)

POL!CY 

The p:::licy of the company is definitely to 
effect the organised marketing of the Austra
i'an Dried F'ruits crop, and active support has 
always been acco1·ded to The Australian Dried 
Fruits Association, Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Control Board and the various Boards appoint
ed by the State Governments. 

The \YO·rk of The Australian Dried Fruits 
Association a.nd the va1·ious Governmen-t: 
Boards has heen ·assisted 'in no small -degre(; 
bY the active support of an organisation re
pr~senting the tonnage of fruit an-d proportion 
of tlle pack as- controlled by the Packing Com· 
panies associated with Co-operated Dried 
Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. 

SCOPE OF THE ORGANISATION 

The packing interests represented now com
prise companies operating in all the Producing. 
Areas in Victoria, South Australia and New 
South vv~ales, units being located at such diver
gent points as Nyah aml Woorinen, the Mil
dura_ District (including Red Cliffs and Mer
b-ein) and extending alo·ng the Murray through 
the South Australian areas at Renmark, Berri, 
Barmera, P.yap, King,ston, Moorook, Waikerie, 
Ramco, Cadell, and then further down the river 
to Mypolonga, on into the -districts of Angaston 

and Clare, whilst in New South Wales Com
panies ar-e -situated -at Curlwaa and Coo-meal1a 
on th·e Murray adjacent to Mildura, in the -Mm·
rumbidgee Irrigation Area, and at Young_ 

In the case of Western Australia, whilst 
none of the Packing Companies in that State 
are actually members of the org·anisation, there 
is a close Unl~: i.n that an ag.reement exists 
whereby the company a.cts as an intermediary 
with The Australian -Dried Fruits Association 
and the various Boards for the adjustment of 
quotas, thereby enabling Western Australian 
packers to take advantag·e of shipping facilities 
for the markets best served by their State, and 
at the same time the company accepts, each 

yea.r, any surp:lus fruit which is- available in 
V..T estern A nstralia after cov·ering their own 
local needs and export requirements for distri· 
bntion in the Eastern States of Australia. 

GROWTH OF TONNAGE HANDLED 

The tonnage of vine fruits packed by asso
ciated Packing Companies ·has increased from 
12_.410 tons in 1926 to 76,804 tons in 1943, thP 
respective percentages of the total Australian 
pack actually sold by Co-operated Dried Fruits 
Sales Pty. I.Jtd. and Associated Dried Fruits 
Sales Pty. Ltd. being 35.46 per cent. in 1926, 
and increasing· to 85.13 11e1· cent. in 1943-

The tonnage of tree fruits (apricots, peaches. 
pears, pi·une~, nectarines, etc.) has shown an 
even nio1·e startling increase, in that the pro 
duction of these fruits 'in the areas served by 
the or-iginal companies was small as compan>:ct 
to other distriets which became associated in 
later years, the increase being as follows: 16A" 
tons in 1926 to 2'907 tons in 1943. 

MARKETING ARRANGEMENTS 

The policy of the company has been to pro 
vide a Selling Organisation fo·r the proportion 
of the pack deSignated by the authorities each 
year for Australia, Canada, N-ew Zealand, South 
Africa, Rhodesia., B.v.r. Indies. the N-earer East, 
U.S.A.-in fact, all markets other than the 
United Kingd·om. In view of the United King· 
dom market at time of formation of the com
pany being :what was known as a "consignment 
market," it was felt und·esirable to disturb the 
-existing Agency arrangements of the Packing 
Companies, and this policy was continued as 
the company developed, although, where a 
Packing Company -desired, arrangements we-re 
m~de to also handle its United Kingdom quott=~. 

'£he Company -acts as Shipping Ag.ents for its 
Victorian and New South Wal-es Packing Com
panies ;in regard to consignments to the United 
Kingdom, but the shipments to this market 

from South Australia go forward through Mul"
ray Riv·er Wholesale Co-·operative Ltd. 

Since the introduction (under wartime trad
ing conditions) of an F.O.B. ·s-elling basis for 
the United Kingdom, the total pack of all com
panies concerned has virtually come under the: 
control of the company. 

SALES ORGANISATION 

The Australian market is covere-d by the, 
company having offiees at Melbour;ne and Ade
la-i-de, with its kindred company-Associated' 
Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd.-having offices in 
Sydney and Brisbane. · 

In overseas markets ·strong representation 
was secured by the appointment of some of the 
1-e'a.ding brolrers as agents in the various coun~ 
tries. Such representation has been extended 
as necessary from time to time in order to se
cure a.dequa.t.e cov.er for the tonnag-e of fru"it
available, for each market. 

DISTRIBUTION OF PROCEEDS: Proceed.s 
,of sales are distributed flaily amongst the 
various associated packing companies in pro_· 
portion to the value of their pack. Account 
sales are issued at the end ·of -each month. 

COMMISSION CHAR GillS: Stand-ard com
mission charges authorised by the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association, -a.nd in- the case of 
the export markets -by the ·CommOnwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board, are as follows:-

Commomvealth Market 5% 
Export Markets . . 4% 

At the inauguration ·Of the company it was 
decided to fix a net selling charge of 2 per· 
cent. for both Commonwealth a11el export mar
kets, thus providing a rebate- ·of 3 per cent. 
in the case of the Commonwealth market and· 
2 per cent.. in the case •Of export markets to· 
fhe packing companies concerned. Such allow
ances being distrtbuted to growers a.s -rebates
or additional proeeeds. 

In 1933 the rate of commission on export 
sales was reduced to 1 per cent., th-q.s pro
viding a 3 per cent.. rebate, and in 1940 the 
rate of se11ing in the Commonweali'h market 
was also reduced to 1 per cent. 

Out of the 11et commission charge- the com
pany takes the Del Credere risk of all sales .. 
and, in addition, pr-ovjdes for storage, insur
ance and handling facWties at the seaboard. 

The rebates of commissi,on effected to pack· 
ing companies over the l)eriod of the com
pany's operations amounts to approximately
£410,000. 

Premium ·On exchange in connection with 
all overseas shipments is accounted for intact 
to packing_ comPanies, the compa1iy making 
no charge for commission -on this item. 

The conce11tration of selling, with conse
qtlent reduction-- in the number of selling· 
agents, has undoubtedly resulted in substan· 
t.ial savings to the industry, whilst also secur· 
ing greater effi.ciency in the distribution and 
marketing of the crop. 

TURNOVER: 'I'be v.·J.Jue of the fruit sold by 
the company in the Comm01Ywealth and ex
port markets (ot11er than. the United Kini
dom). in Hs. early years amounted to approxi
mately £350,000, but thiS figure gradually grew 
until the million nlark was reached in 1932, 
and 1942 sa.\v fmther achievement in that the 
turnover appr,oximated £2,250,000. The valuE~ 
of the com,ignmcmts to the United Kingdom 
arc not ineluded a.H turnover in the compauy'M 
records in view of this market being, in pre· 
war years, ·what is termed a "consiinment 
market." 

SCOPE OF OPElH.ATIONS: The company· 
was originally formed purely as a selllng 
agency, but developments through the year,;:; 
necesRHa.ted a.n ext~nsion of its activities, amt 
today three valuable freehold properti~s are 
owned as follows:- " 

(1.) Premises at Jeffcott Street, West Mel
bourne, which a1·e used a.s head office 
and store. 

(2) Factory at Cecil Street, South Mel
bourne, uti.lised for the packing of apri
cots, peaches, prunes and var~ous spe-
cialty pa.cl{S, _as well as for the seeding 
of ra.isi.ns. 

(3) Factory at Port Adelaide, which is main~ 
ly occuPied in the seeding of raisins, 
but is also utilised in connection with 
the packing of tin-line-d ca£es for the 
Services. 
LIST OF ASSOCIATED PACKING 

.:::OMPANIES 

Victoria: 
Mildura Co-operativ~ Fi'uit Co. Ltd. 
Irym:ple Packing Pty. Ltd. 
Sarnia Packing Pty. Ltd. 
Red "7CJiffs Co-operative· Packing Co. Ltd. 
Woorinen Fruitgrowers Co-operative Co-. 

Ltd. 
J. & K. McAlpine Pty. Ltd. 
Aurora Packing Co. P.ty. Ltd. 
Tanda~o Packing Pty_ Ltd, 
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South Australia: 
Renmark Fruit Growers' Co-op. Ltd. 
Eerri Co-operative Packing U11ion Ltd. 
Barmera On-operative packing Co. Ltd. 
Waikerie Co-operative Fruit Co. Ltd. 
Moorook Co-operators Ltd. 
Cadell Fruit Packers Ltd. 
Pyap Co-operative Society Ltd. 
Mypolonga Co-~operative Society Ltd. 
Media IrrigaUon Ltd. 
A.ngaston Fruit.grow;ers' Qo-op.. So·ciety 

Ltd. 
Kin;gston ,Co-op;erative Fruit Packing 

Union Ltd. 
Hamco ,Co-operative Ltd. 
Stanley Dried Fruits Association Ltd. 
Cole & Woodham Ltd. 

'New South Wales: 
Prmie Growers' Co-operative Union Ltd. 
CoomeaUa Packers' Pty. Ltd. 
J. C. Grange1·. 

PROGRESSIVE GROWTH OF TONNAGE 
HANDLED: The following figures extracted 
in regard to various seasons illustrate the 

_growth of the company's activities in regard 
to vine fruits:- -
Year. CDFS Pack Ttl. A Us. CDFS p.c. of 

1926 
1i928 
1929 
1935 
1940 

-1943 (est.) 

(Tons) P'k (Tons) ttl. Alls. P'k. 
12,410 34,998 35.46 
13,110 32,804 3.9.96 
42,826 71\578 59.83 
42,492 66,904 63.5'1 
78,248 95,562 81.88 
76,804 90,220 85.13 

Notes: 1928 marked the linking up .()f Re·a 
Cliffs Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd. and ·woo
rinen Fruitgrowers' Co-operative Co. Ltd. 

192'9 marked the linking up of the S:Juth 
Australian Co-operative companies. 

1940 was the year of the record Australian 
..cro-p, and also marked the inclusion of the 
~tonnage of Aurora Packing Co. Pty. Ltd. 

H. RUSSELL JONES, A.LO.A, 
Gene1·al Manager. 

SEASONAL 
CONDITIONS 

By A. V. Lyon, M.Ag,.Sc. 
The vine areas have experienced drought· con· 

<ditions up to. date, and this means an almost 
··total absence of black spot and no downy 

mildew. Oidium as usual is showing up, and 
-control by sulphur dusting is just ·as important 
as ·in any other year. The light brown apple 
moth is more troublesome than usual; but on 
the -conective sid-e, spraying for this pest hac; 
been taken quite seriously. The major losses 
from the larvae of the apple moth come just 
after setting; but we shall have to f'ace the 
we·bbing and d•estructi-on of maturing berries, 
and the acc-entuated -damage by mould, if we 
get rain on the ripening grapes. 

Frost played unusual pranks this year, an 
early frost being sufficiently severe in the Nyah 
setUement to spoH the fruit while some Of the 
vineyards were being, w•a:tered. Then there was 
a very late frost (October 27th), sufficiently 
.s-evere to take all the crop in some of the 
low-lying areas. Damage this year was in
>ereased by weeds in places, as the blocks were 
worked up later than usual, ·owing to man
power shortag'e. On the whole, frost lo.sses 
were individual rather than on a community 
:scale. 

TEMPERATURES AND GRAPES 

Sunshine and heat make sugar; but it is not 
safe to as-sume that the low temperatures this 
_year will not have an ,effect becaus~e the sugars 
are not yet forming in the berries. The ma
turity of the leaves, shown by a darker color, 
.and accompanied by starch and carbohydrate 
formation in the leaves, come first. Our Ameri
-can fri·en-ds have shown that the total heat, 
from the time that the shoots come out until 
the crop is harvested, is the final measure of 

the sugar in the ripe fruit. Let u.s see how 
we fare this ye'ar so far. 

The av·erage monthly· maximum temperature 
at Merbein for the ten-Year period 1933-42 ar:"l 
shown, with corresponding r·eadings for this 
year (1943) in b-rackets:-Se-ptember, 69 (68); 
October, 76 (75), and November, 82 (78). 

It will thus be seen that temperatures ln 
September and Octob-er this year are slightly 
below average; but November has been par
ticularly cool. It is rare to find the· November 
average below 80 d~eg. F., and as the coo1 
.spring, and early summer followed a year of 
sprouting on the late side, we now find sultana 
development is over a week later than normal. 
There may be som-e pick-up, if the period ·,be 
tween now and harvest is exceptionally favour
able; but with normal weather to come, w:! 
must be prepared for one of those years of 
delaye-d. and also of low maturity, In these 
cool years, sultana g-rapes are usually abovP 
av,erage size, and this tends further to 'a low 
sugar content. Su without· being unduly pes<:;i
mistic, the present outlook is that we need to 
be particularly lucky with the weather, up to 
and including the harvest period, in 01 der to 
avoid a low sugar year. 

Old hands are now pointing out that after 
·each major drought, the break has come as .a 
summer monsoonal rain- For our comfort, we 
can remember that there has only been a f-ew 
big droughts, certainly not enough to be viewed 
as part of a reliable weather cycle; and aLso 
that th-e present drought is much more local· 
ised than usua.I. So- p-erhaps the monsoon will 
go elsewhere this year. 

SULTANA YIELD ESTIMATES- 1944 
Last year, an estimate of 82,000 tons of d.ried 

fruit for the industry, was about 10 percent 
out. The district went through a drought; .and 
disease played no measurable part in reducing 
yield. A second factor was that frost losses, 
computed in some areas to be ruinous, turned 
out to be mach less than was expected. Final 
estimates at Red Cliffs, for ·example, turner. 
out to be exaggerated; and the initial declara 
tion of thousands · of tons lost by frost wa~ 
ultimately put at Jess than one thousan-d. whe~ 
the croP came in. 

The unexpected high yi·elds c•ame from in
crea-sed sugar content. Compared with the aver
:age Baume readings of previ-ous years, we finrl 
that last year's readings wer·e sufficient to giv<:! 
an added \Veight of over 10 percent. The rela
tions of Baume readings to ultimate dried 
weight are known, and as last year was one 
of hi-gh sugar cOntent it is logical to suppose 
that the increased sugar content was the main 
reason why so many growers were agreeably 
surpi-ised at their final returns. 

Turning to the position this year, the buncl'. 
counts show Jill average of 32 bunches per vine, 
which is much higher than l'ast year's record 
on the same vines. But already ther-e are cer· 
tain re-ducing factors in s·ight which render 
unsound any ·estimate based solely on th8 
number of bunches p·er vine. It will be of 
interest to tabulate sam~ of these factors. 

(1) Reduced nitrogenous fertilisers of pre· 
vious years must ultimately reduce the total 
yield. There is some indication that' this' ,is 
reflected now as reduced growth. 

(2) Horticultural officers have establisheii 
that total heat ov,er the whole of the season 
is the most reli-able guide to total sugar. This 
year we are well behind as -evidenced by 
temperature records and reflected in lat~e 
fic-.,vering. 

(3) Bunch size is in proportion to the total 
g.rowth on each cane. The shorter growth at 
medium positions on the cane is noticeable. 

( 4) On the brighter side, the number of 
bunches per vi'n.e' is high. 

The position on the who-le is S'atisfactory; 
though we think an estimate of, say, '88,000 
tons for the in-dustry, is the minimum safe 
estimate at the pres'e.nt stage of development. 
A change -over to warmer weather will enhance 
prospects. It is also fortunate that dry wea
ther is reflecteq as a.bsence of dis-ease. Tht: 
d-elay in irrigoation, while accumulating th:'.l 
necessary fuel, has not so· far 'been serious 
-owing to the cool season. The future weather 
will be the chi·ef influence in deciding whether 
the present promise will be realised. 
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Increases in areas planted to vines, and in
creased yields due to reclamation, are factors 
t·ending to giv-e an increased Australian pack; 
and it is extremely difficult to estimate in· 
creases from these sources. 

NATIONAL IRRIGATION POLICY 
Following the meeting of the Adv-isory Com· 

mittee of the Merbein Res,OOrch Station, th~ 
chairman of the· cummittee (Mr. James Loch
head) submitted resolutions to the Rural R-&
construction Commission regarding irrigation 
expansion. Mr. Lochhead was strongly sup
port,ed by Mr. P. T. Byrnes, MLC. The resoM 
1utions :;.·ead: 

(a) That an AdvisOry Committee on an in· 
terstate basis be set up immediately, in con
n-ection with proposals for expanding irrigation; 
it being considered that such a body would be 
of use to the Rural Reconstruction Commis· 
sian, and that c-onstitution on a temporary 
basis would be n,ecessary at this stage. 

(b) That the necessity for statutory control 
of Murray waters, for the purpose of planning 
water usage and pro-duction generally, be con
sidered as earlY as possible. 

The discussions on thos-e matters proved to 
be one of the most interesting that took place 
during the Commission's visit. The outstand
iug point was .the Murray River Commissiol! 
d·ealt with the provisions of water for irriga
tion; and that there was at present no const~
tuted body to plan irrigation productio.n. Pro
posals for ext·ension of irrig,ation were coming 
in from many River Murray areas; and these 
proposals must n-ecessarily be viewed from the 
point of view of Australian production genel"
'ally with due regard to available markets. 

This latter pr-ecaution was vi,ew~d as pat"M 
ticularly important for all products with an 
export proportion, and applied particularly to 
fruit products. 

It was .noted that in districts 'where irrigaM 
tion expansion was proposed for fodder and 
pasture production, the questions ·of over-pro
duction did not arise. Thi-s type -of irrigation 
production was looked upon as safeguarding 
flocks, principally sheep; and also as giving 
greater regularity to fat lamb production in 
s·ome areas. 

It was note,vorthy that all bodies seeking 
irrigation expansion pointed out the necessity 
of securing adequate water supply. It appears 
that the water available within the Murray sys 
t-ern has 'already been severely -taxed during 
some of the dry periods; and· that increased 
storage must precede all but minor expansions 
of the areas irrigated at pr,esent. 

The irrigation authorities in the three States 
concerned are naturally well 'aware of the 
situation, an-d increased storage and control of 
water are dominant in their post-war planning. 
The Rural Reconstruction Commission has- an
nounced that it expects to issue prelimin'ary 
propo·sals at the end of the year; and the por
tio.n dealing with irrigation will. naturally be 
of immense interest to this district. 

MANPOWER ORDER 
AFFECTING ALL FRUIT 

GROWERS 
The Employment 'in Rural Industries Ordel' 

issued recently by the Di-rector General of 
Manpower (Mr. W. C. Wm·th) is of interest to 
..all fruitgrowers. 

The regulation covers 'all rural wo·rk whicb 
include.s the employment of labor Qn fruit 
blocks. It states that any person whO intends 
to engage labor for rural work for a longer 
period than 28 days shall within seven days 
after th-e engagement supply the National Ser
vice Offic-er the following details: 

Name of person employed or engaged, or 
whose employment lras te-rminated or ceas·ed. 

His identity card, or alien's registration cer
tificate, or military number. 

His address; date of engagement; -period o-f 
proposed ·employmen.t; reasons for his engage
ment; nature of the r-ur'al work to be perform
ed or performed by him; place of employment 
or where ·employed; date of termination. or 
cessation of -employment; pres-ent location (U' 
known) of person whose .services have been 
terminate-d. 
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The Problem of Bad Setting of Gordos 
Mr. Strickland's Address at Renmark 

When Mr. A. G. Strickland opened his address to the members of the Ren
mark North and Chaffey 'branch of the Agricultural Bureau recently on the 
subject of bad setting of gordos, etc., he mentioned that a great deal of bene
fit could be derived from field days, and there had been a real swing toward' 
this form of accumulating knowledge in recent times, 

Most growers are fully awar,e·, said Mr. Stick
land, that nature is very prolific with the blos
soming of its bearing vines and trees and it is 
impossible for all the blossoms to .set. For 
instanc-e if an apple tr·ee set five per cent. of 
its blossom it would produce a good crop and 
with a sultana vine can ·shed 80 per cent. of its 
blossom and. then give a good crorp. 

In the Adelaide hills growers realise they 
had too many varieties of uncommercial tre·e,s 
and set about to con:fin·e the, varieties to those 
of known commercial value, and planted a 
solid block of trees of one type, but they struck 
trouble with non-setting .of th-e variety. Gross 
pollenation is. one of the thin8;s they did not 
take into consideration and this is very im· 
portant. Flowers of the vine on the. other 
hand are self-pollenised .'and the pollen from 
one flower is capable of fertilising the flowe1' 
of another on the same bunch. There is al· 
ways a normal drop with vine f.ruits besides 
conditions of w·eak pollenation, causing certain 
abnormalities ·such as what is known as "hen 
and chickens." In France it is known as 
Coulure and Milleran-dage, and the blinch(>S 
l'lesemble a currant bunch on badly cinctured 
vines. Male flowers cannot form any fruit; 
female flowers -cannot fnrm fruit until they ar·P 
fertiliseid by the pollen from the male flowers. 
The vine fruits are .hermaphrodite and th-e 
blossom d,eVelops both male and female 
organs. Seyeral grape varieties are v-ery sus· 
ceptible to coulure, and the formation of seed· 
less berries in a seeding variety takes place 
through imperfect pollenation. We find this 
condition in doradillos 'and malagas, particular· 
ly and sometimes in gordos. 

The formation, in these varieti·es a.f s·eedless 
berries is brought about by the fiower having 
very short or bent stamens althou.gh the pol
len may not be sterile. Double flowers are 
also found in some vari-eties of vines and these 
are subject to bad setting. Sometimes the 
fault li-es in the pistil. This is particularly so 
rwith varieties like the sultan':i and currant. 
There i:S also a second cause of non·.setting and 
that is abnormal vigor in the vine. The com· 
petition which tak·es place in the heavy de· 
maud of the foliage does so at the expense of 
the fruit. Tlle foliage takes the lion's share 
of the plant foods and b>ad setting problems. 
A third factor is often a .cause of bad setting, 
and thi-s comes in the form of inclement wea· 
ther at s·etting time. Rain and cold weather 
have a decided bearing, in this respect, as has 
also .dry cond.ition of the soil. In case of 
rain occurring during setting time the pollen 
is W'ashed out of the blossom which cannot 
then he carried to other flowers to cause pol 
lenation. 

With ohanez, artificial pollenation has been 
carried 'but with some success; this variety is 
a notoriously bad setter. The old method of 
artificial pollenation is to brush over the bunch 
lightl!Y with pollen but this is a -costly business 
The· mod·ern way is to coUect and crush th!?' 
bunches from the black malaga and mix it with 
water so that the pollen is in suspension and 
apply it in the form of a spray. ·This method 
of artificial pollenation carried out in W.A. on 
ohanez is done on commercial vineyards and 
has proved itself to be a sound practice. With 
l'egard to abnormal vigor affecting setting thic; 
may be rectified by a mo-dification of the. pre· 
sent irrigation practice, limiting the amount of 
water given to vines prior to setting.· 

Mr. De Castella has always been a strong 
advocate of putting the. vines through a har
dening process early in their growth perioi. 
He considers that we in the irrigation areas 
induce undue growth p-rio·r to flowering and the 
vine then suffers later on when the inten~& 
heat of summer is met with. Tipping vigo~·
ous vines will help to set the crop, but this 
must not' be confused with topping. Tippin~ 
means light removal of the terminal growtll 
and does no harm, while topping means cuttin-; 
well back into the bi~ leaves and is not a goof! 
practice. 

Apricots, plums, peaches, pears, etc., us~mlly 
set well if they flower well, but ther·e are ex
ceptions, of course. Salt trouble will causa 
an abnormal amount of fruit to fall, and we 
have seen a promising crop fall short of ex· 
pectatio.ns through -excess dryness of_ the so!l 

The f·oliage always has first call on a tree or 
vine and if it gets into a spot ·of_ bother it 
rations its foli'age to keep it alive, anQ shed!:> 
the fruit. 

Regar·d:ing the id·entity of the gordo vine, 
there are two varieties, identical as far as com· 
mercial usage goes but different is setting 
habits. One is the Gordo Blanco, and the 
other is the Muscat of Alexandria. W·e gen8· 
rally consider the Muscat of Alexandria an off 
type Gordo Blanco and in any future planting 
of this variety, a great deal more· care will 
have to be taken in the selection of cuttings 
for rooted vines than has taken place in the 
past if we 'a-re to mak•e a commercial success 
of this variety. 

EARLY TRIALS WITH ZINC 
In our early trials with zinc we selected a 

number of gordo-s known to be bad setters, 
and painted the pruning cuts with a solution 
of 2 lb. zinc sulphate to 1 gallon water and 
double·d .the yield of those vines. When .tn 
California in 1939, I had a talk to research 
officers regarding their work rwith zinc, and 
they were agreed that zinc had proved suc· 
cessful for a cur& of little leaf in fruit tre·e-3, 
but were hazy about its application on vines. 
In subs·equent trials, however, they too obtain· 
ed 100 per cent. increase with their Muscat of 
Alexandria, as was the- case of our trials >at 
Waike:de on the gordo vines. 

INCREASED CROP 
We have heard of injury to vine spurs 

through the application of zinc and you will 
get a certain amount of burning, but what is 
that co-mpar-ed with an increased crop. If the 
weather is drY' it might be beUer to break tho 
mixture down to 1~ lbs. per gallon of water. 

Anyone having vines which .set badly should 
certainly try this treatment. 

Yet another cause-of bad setting i.s held by 
some growers to be the work of the grub of. 
the light brown apple moth, and if you don't 
control it early in the season it will become 
troublesome later on. Whether the work of 
the grape vine mite is responsibl·e in some 
measure to bad setting is not yet known, and 
the Department of Agriculture is not a pres,ent 
tn 'a position to -carry out extensive experi· 
men'ts, so the best suggestion I can make is 
for growers to do some individual experiment
tug on th·eir own blocks and pool the results. 

GROWERS' COMMENTS 
Mr. Bert Smith, ~n .commenting on Mr. 

Strick;land's address said that he was a strong 
believer in the selection 'Of cuttings for roote1 
vines, and that he had used zinc on his viues 
this year. He found it necessary to keep the 
solution constantly stirred to prevent sediment 
:from forming which mjght result in a heavY 
concentration when g,etting to the bottom of 
the tin. · 

Mr. E. N. S•eary said that he w&s so impress· 
ed with the re·sults of zinc that he had used it 
on his whole 40 acres. Before doing so he 
talked zinc -with everyone he could find who 
was willi-ng to talk about it, and thought it was 
good. It was, of course, too early to say any 
thing· a-bout results at present, but he was 
hopeful of good results. 

Mr. -Jim Peth'ick said he u&ed zinc on his 
currants and had found many dead spurs, and 
that the growth wa.s definitely delayed wher· 
ever he had .used it, but he was hoping to bene 
fit from its applicatbn. 

Mr. o. E. Halliday (manager of the Berri 
Experimental Orchard) said that he had sent 
two samples of zinc sulphate from differe11t 
sources down to the Government An'alyst, bnt 
nothing injurious was found. On·e sample 
was .a little more· acid than the other, but con· 
sidering ·we use a 10 per cent. solution of sui~ 
phuric acid as a winter treatment on our vines 
during the dormant period the acid in the zinc 
sulphate should not cause any trouble. 

In moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Stricklan1, 
Mr. C. Pappin-Smith said that growers had 
been thoroughly enlight-ened on the indifferent 
setting of fruit by Mr. Strickland's address. 
and having gained such a. lot of information if 
·was now the growers' aim to get into the mat
ter and 'effect a cure. Mr. Strickland's wor'k 

on zinc for citrus was well known, and the 
speaker was very much indebted to him for his. 
enlightening address. 

Mr. Pethick, in seconding the vote, said that 
as long as we are growing fruit we will have 
problems of some sort to solve, and it was 
only possible to get around them by inviting 
a member of the Agricultural Department With 
such high standing. ability as Mr. Strickland to, 
h·elp us solve them. -----

ARMY RELEASES TO 
ASSIST DRIED FRUITS 

PRODUCTION 
Recent experience of grower members or

Local Committees of the War Agricultural. 
Committ·ees indicates an al'arming stite of af 
fairs in regard to the manpower positia.n in. 
the -dried fruits industry. In the prepond·er· 
ance of· cases the applications for release of 
Army IJersonnel are f-rom men of 60 years of 
age whose- sons ar.e all in the .services, ani! 
from widows in the same category. 

A stage is being reached where lo-cal doc 
tors are he coming concerned at the load placed 
on these g,rowers, most of whom are returned· 
soldiers from the last war. 

The plan to release men to as.sist production. 
seems to be hanging fire at present and branch, 
,executives should watch the position closely,. 
and keep constant touch with the appropriate 
authorities via their local or Regional Com
mittees. 

In a preamble to an instruction to ·all Nation
al Service Officers the Manpower Authorities 
have stai.ed, '"The g,uiding principl,e in all cases. 
will be the increase of essential production. 
The- principle objectiv-e is to st:·P-P up primary 
production." P-reference will be given to areas 
where production can be stepped up more· 
quickly. 

The instruction adds that, "'In -conside:dn~ 
wheth-er r·eco-mmendation should be ID'ade, tlw· 
criterion should be -solely the effect on pro
duction of making available the person applied' 
for and not the effect upon the Services." 

PROCEDURE 
Application forms ar.e available from thr; 

National Servic,e Officer War Agricultural. 
Committees, OT Local Committee. , These arP. 
for permanent release only. For seasonil re
lease a letter to the National S·ervice Office.r js. 
sufficient. 

Where any farmer is unable to nominate a 
particular individual, the local War Agricul· 
tural Committee should endeavor to find and· 
nominate 'a suitable man so that the producer· 
can make the nece-ssary application for his. 
services. 

War .Agricultural Committees will be noti· 
fied, together with National Service Officers,. 
of all decisions immediately they are available. 

\Var Agricultural Committees ar-e charg·ed 
with the duty of reporting· the effect ·of the re~ 
le'ase in reg.ard to increased production. Tha 
releasee is oblig·ed to stay on the property of 
the applicant unless he has some authority to
·Change his work. The employer is under an 
obligation to employ the release·e und·er the 
terms of the release. , 

Every possible action tnust be taken by all 
concerned to expedite· th-e handling of an· appli ... 
cations for release. 

COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 

Delegates' Appreciation 
Expressed 

Mr. J. B. Murdoch in moving a vote of thanks· 
to Mr. L. B. O'Donnell as Chairman of the Con
ference, said that with a memory of 21 coun
cil meetings, he did not remember on_e at which. 
the business ha.d been transacted so expediti
ously. The outcome pointed to growers' co.n: 
tldence in their boards. There had been _some 
criticism of calling a Federal COuncil meeting_ 
together at a cost of some hundreds of pounds. 
but the results of the discussions amply justi
fied th·e decision to hold the meeting, While 
the Board continued to administer the affairs 
of the, indu-stry with due CQnsideration for aU 
s·ections it would g·o on from strength to 
.strength. 

Mr. Lawrence said that the present was the 
fourth occasion on which Mr. O'Donnell had 
presid·ed at the council meeting. and Mr. O'Don~ 
nell had always carried out his duties in au
able and satisfactory manner. 

Mr. O'Donnell, in acknowledging the vote ot 
thanks, expressed appreciation. for the -manner
in which delegate·s bad· assi-sted: him in dealing. 
with the agenda. 
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Manpower Directorate To Supply 
Harvest Labor 

The }.Xrsitlon was that there were many 
ditches gomg out of commission in the irriga
tion areas. They knew that pipe lines were 
more economic and that they assist in the con
s.ervation ·of water. The idea was to have 
them put in the same basis as. internal drain
age, While the matter may be an item of in
terest to otber districts, it colil<l be Withdrawn 
tram ·Council's discus·sion at that stage. Mr. Don. Cameron at Mildura 
\!"''""''"'""'""""'"""'"'"""'"""'""'"'"'"'""'"""'"'"""""'''.: 

Manpower Directorate expected to be able to meet labor requirements in 
;·Jhe district for the forthcoming dried fruits harvest, the Deputy Director (Mr. 
D. Cameron) told representatives of the industry at a meeting in the ADFA 
rooms, Mildura, on December 7. There was no need to stress how much the 
fruit meant to the nation, making the need for labor of first rate importance, 
said Mr. Cameron. · 

MR. E. J. ROBERTS j 
At Federal Council a notable absentee E 

was Mr. E. J. Roberts, Chairman of E 
Directors of Irymple Packing pty.' Ltd., ~ 
and ·one of the best known identities in : 
the dri•ed fruits· industry. During the E 
conference a motion was unanimously ; 
pa:ss,ed .sending the F·ederal Council's ~ 
greetings and good wishes to Mr. Ro herts E 
whose .service to and interest in the- in- E 
dustry we so well known and appreciat~ E 

The meeting was caiJ.led for the purpos.e of 
'reviewing last year's operations with the man
~:power authorities and to see what improve
,ments could be made· in the organisation of 
the coming harvest. · 

First of an, Mr. Cameron expressed thanks 
to the people for the co-operation that his 

·'Organisation had received from them last year. 
He said it was refreshing to come here and 
find such a co-operative spirit as was- repre

, sen ted by that meeting. At some of the other 
·districts he had visited, they had received 
nothing but criticism and ri!iicule. 

Mr. Cameron said that he and his assistants 
had come to meet rep.resentatives of the grow· 
ers who could tell of the problems which had 

·to be faced last year. They were here also to 
place the resources of manpower before the 
industry. His organisation would do every
thing to provide a J;lOOl of labor f-or this and 
·-other districts. 

Mr. F. R. Messenger, chairman of the 
··Gr<1wers' Conciliation and Labor League, put 
forward several suggestions for improving on 
last year's organisation. He stated that last 
year many growers, who ·had made applica· 
Uon for labor through the questionnaires for
warded to them, did nbt adhere to their re
-quests, resulting in a considerable waste of 
time on the part of the organisers. He sug
_,gested that a depo·sit of, saY £2, be placed 
with the organisers·, which would be forfeited 
if a grower did not honor his· agreement. 
However, it was felt that this was a domestic 

"':matter, and it ·was deferred to the Mildura 
ADFA for discussion and decision. 

BAD TYPE OF LABOR 
Mr. Mess·enger stated that S·Ome of the labor 

,diverted by Manpower last year was of a bad 
type.. He suggested that these might be 

..eombed out. 
Mr. Cameron replied that Manpower couild 

not help if some undesirables were included 
in the labor sent. It was not possible for 
Manpower t·o police them, but if any worker 
proved to be undesirable, the grower could 
contact the Nati·onal Service Officer, and Man
power would send the worke·r elsewhere. 

Mr. Messenger indicated the trouble ex~ 
J>rienced last year in distributing workers to 
the various centres when they alighted from 
-the trains· at Mildura. When finding theY had 
been aJllocated to Red Cliffs growers, some 
workers refused to go. He suggested that a 
responsible official from Manpower be in at
-tendance, who c·ould have the power to dir€ct 
such workers. 

Mr. M. Malcolm, ass·istant deputy director, 
-pointed out that Manpower -supplied the labor, 
:and that the distribution rested with the War 
Agricultural Committee. 

BEST OBTAINABLE 
Mr. R. T. Wadeson, of the executive. of the 

War Agricultural Committee, Melbourne, said 
that growers had to be content with men who 
would work reasonaMy well. Labor ·allocated 
was the best obtainable. 

He stated that the War Agricultural Com
mittee could not :recommend Manpower- to 
send labor to growers who did have suitable 
accommodation to offer them. 

Mr. L. J. Cleary said he was happy to act 
again as organiser of this year's harvest. He 
·Said that something s·hould be done to stop 
the grower who went down to Ouyen and 
other places along the line and contacted 
I>ickers on the train en .route to Mildura. 

Mr. 'Cameron said that 1vhere this was d<1ne 
the National Service Officer should be ad
viSed, and the labor that that gro\ver had 
secured by such means would be allotted to 
another grower. 

CONCESSION FARES 
Asked- whether the conces·sion rail far-e-s 

would be available for harvest wor-kers this 
year, Mr. Cameron ·said that the Mallpower 
Directorate should not be required to meet 
the east ·of these colicession·s, and felt that 
,sOme of the cost s-hould be borne by the 
"industry itself, or the growers individually. 

He said that a decision w~s not required 
immediately, bl!t he would like to know the 
attitude of the growers. A motion was car
ried recommending the subject for decision 
by the Growers-' Conciliation Committ-ee. 

Mr. Cleary- inquired whethoc iextra meat 
could ·be made- available for the fruit _seaso_p.. 
Pickers could not do the heavy work r-equired 
"Dn the small ration. Mr. Malcolm said that 
thi·s was beyond ]4anpower, but was a matter 
for the Government to decide. 

In moving a vote of thanks to the party, 
Mr. Messenger stated that their visit to Mil
dura was- a very fine gesture and much appre
ciated. The task of the Manpower Directorate 
was a large and thankless one. 

POST-WAR 
RECONSTRUCTION 

Discussian At Federal 
Council 

l\!Ir. A. E. Ha:zel, Red Cliffs, said they were 
surpris€\d to see this item on the agenda. It 
was sent into the Mildura District Council, but 
we received a letter_ from th·e Secretary of the 
District Council saying that it had been placed 
on the agenda of the Federal Council owing to 
the absence of the District Council Chairman. 
He <lid not know that F 1ederal- Council can do 
anything about these :pi'atter.s. 

_ ed. ~ 
"''''''""""'"""'""''''''"""'"''"'''"'''""'""'"""'"""'""'""'""'";: 

MR. H. R. JONES' GOOD 
RECOVERY 

Pleasing featur·e of the 1943 A.D.F.A. Fede
ral Council meeting, was the attendance of M:r. 
H. R. J'Dnes, who is the General Manag,er of the 
Co-operativ,e Dried Fruits Sal,es Pty. Ltd., the 
agency which handles approximately '90 per 
cent. of C-ommonwealth sales of A.D.F.A. fruits 
in addition to implementing a proportionate 
amount of shipping. Mr. Jones ha'd recently 
recov,e:rea from a s~erious illness and the ex
tent of his -recovery was manifest in the valu
able ·help he was again able to afford the grow
ers in matters of marketing and detailed state· 
ments which were· of great value to the con
ference. The Chairman -of the Council (Mr. 
L. B. O'Donnell) expressed the unanimous 
opinion of the conference when he stated that 
the industry i'S glad to s·ee Mr. Jones restored 
to health and to have wise knowledge and out· 
standing ability once mo,re at the s-ervice of 
the industry. 

THE EDITOR REGRETS .... 
It is regretted owing to pressUre of s.pace 

that it is ne·ces·sary to hold over several letters 
to the Editor. These will appear in the next 
is·sue. 

"WARATAH" 
FENCING PRODUCTS 

THE well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netting, 

barbed wire, '-'Sta( steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in defence and in order to maintain maximum 

production for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

to restrict wire supplies to essenti·al services. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Wara:tah" wire products and their 

customers may be ~•sured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available, and in. the meantime it 

will be realised that any inconvenience caused by the present 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a good cause. 

--RYLANDS BROS~ (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Office: 422 Little Collins Street, MelboUI'IIe. 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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Lexia Season 1944 
Quantity of Fruit Required for Various Markets 

An interesting discussion took place at Federal Council on the motion, 
"That the Board of Management consult the authorities with a view to obtain
ing an early decision as to the quantity of Lexias required for various mar· 
kets." 

Mr. HOwie: An Ord·er in CCJouncil has be·en 
made that no Currants or Sultanas .are to be 
used for diStillation, and that the di-stilleries 
are to be limited to 75 per cent. of their aver
age five year tonnagie of Lexias and Waltham.S. 
We realise that an Order in Council without 
any provision for machinery to divert that 
quantity of fruit to drying is going to lead to a 
similar mix up to last year. Mr. Mulvany has 
undertaken to go to the authorities on this 
matter. The distmeri·es should be ask·ed to 
apportion the 75 per cent. amongst their grow
ers, having regar·d to those growers who have 
not dried their- Gord-os previously and have no 
drying facilities. If at the end of the season 
there is an ungathered -portion of the crop-, a 
recommendation of the local packers -could be 
accepted. Some provisi-on should be made fo,· 
the break in the s·eason, and for men who had 
not previously dried, and aLso for the men who 
cannot get the materials such as wire netting 
and the like. It appears that the officers in
vestigating, this matter stopped at Ad-elaide 
and did not come to the River districts; it is '1'1 

remarkable thing that the districts concerned 
in groWing were not cons-ulted about the pro
visions of this Order in .Council until it came 
out. 

Mr. Williams: If there is a- light crop in the 
Barossa. di·strict will the ·distilleries have the 
right to make up their 75 per cent. elsewhere-? 

Mr- Ch'apman: The crop is not light in the 
Barossa district; the vines are looking particu-
larly well. ~ 

Mr. Sims: The croP may be a fairly heavy 
<me, and 'growers may not he in a po.sition to 
dry it Machinery will be needed to- meet 
these circumstances There are d·efinitely hold
ings of lexias for which growers will not hav~ 
a di-stillery quota 

Mr Jones: What tonnage i'S involved? 
Mr. Howie: About 1600 tons-. 
Mr. Sims: Of fresh grapes. It is principally 

in the Berri and Barmera districts. 
Mr. Malloch: That .means 400 tons of raisins. 
Mr. Jones: The authorities had in mind the 

varying annual tonnages of dried Lexias pro
duced in South_ Australia, and their viewpoint 
was that there would not be such a gr,eat need 
for additional racks for drying seeing that last 
season was 700 tons below the pack of 4531 
tons for South Australia in 1941. If this order 
only means an additional 400 ton-s for drying 
it is difficult to 'argu-e ,with the authoriti-es that 
there is insufficient rack accommodation. 

Mr. Sim-s: I do not think there i'S any dou·ot 
that ·th,ere is not sufficient ·plant for drying nll 
the Lexias, although there are some gr-owers 
who have not enough drying facilities. J 
would like to think over the matter; I -do not 
think we can go into it now. 

Mr. Howie: Can the other packers make any 
suggestions. Mr. Seary has some thoughts on 
this matter. 

Mr. Seary: Many of us do not understand th~ 
Order. You will find the wineries playing 
their role with much guile.. ';{'he wineries 

would like to s·ee the break in the season. The 
drying of Lexias depends largely on the will of , 
the grower. It is intended that the grower 
should dry increased quantities, maybe with 
the help of some mor·e rack material. The 
re.sponsibilit-y is going to- rest on us to encour
age increased drying instead of the wineries 
coming along at the end of the season and say
ing that they must protect th-ese growers. 

-Last year we had no alternative but to let the 
Gord·os go to' the wineries. · 

Mr. Howie: The distilleries could play their 
part in organising the quota. 

Mr. S·eary: They could r·egulate the intake 
from th-eir, shareholders. 

Mr. Hazel: Currants are used -to make good 
brandy. 

Mr. Malloch: Enougih brandy i·s down for fivs 
years. 

Mr. Howie: I think that we should have s-ome 
resolution on this item in view of the Ord,er in 
Council limiting the us·e of gordos by distiller
ies with the intention of diverting them to 
dried fruits. Instructions should be given to 
the distilleries to quota their growers nn the 
,game scale a·s they have been 'J.Uoted. 

Some discussion followed as to whether the 
Order in Council of the subject had actuallY 
been made, and the Chairman directed that 
Council proceed in the meantime with other 
business. 

At lR later stag,e Mr. Howie pre·sented a reso
lution on the distillery quota position. 

Mr. Seary in seconding pointed that he wa'5 
one of the largest Gordo growers in South Aus
tralia, and had had a production of 42 tons last 
year. 

It was then resolved-
"That it be a recommendation to t-he 

Authorities that any Order in Council fixing 
the quota of Gordo Grapes to be distilled; 
should b-e implemented by a directipn to Dia
tilleries to, on their part, apply the quota to 
their suppUers ·equit<lbly in relation to past 
deliveries." 

DRY MULCH SURFACE OF 
SOILS 

Experience Of Mildura Drained Land 
(By A. V. Lyon, M.Ag.Se.) 

Up to the early part of this century, the 
practice of fin-e. tilth was not seriously ques
tioned It has a ba·sis of fact for so11s with a 
water table, from which capilla.ry rise take::; 
place. Under these conditions, the dry mulch 
can stop the water from rising to the surface. 
an-d .so the loam mulch is of advantage- for cul· 
tivated land liable to salt rise. 

In tbe: Mildura drained lands, this is now lesR 
important than forme-rly, and the question 
arises as to th,e real value of cultivation. 

HARMFUL EFFECT OF WEEDS 
There is no suggestion that cultivation is noc .. 

necessary. An earth mulch on the surf'ace· 
does not conserve any more moisture than an. 
uncutivated surface without weeds. But 
where weeds are- present, they have a harmfuL 
effect in decreasing moisture and also in de· 
mobilising nitroien. The simplest way is to' 
look upon cultivation as a means of killing 
we-eds; and in irrig:a.tiou districts, soil working_ 
is also necessary for the purpose of irrigation, 
and, in cases, to decrease salt rise. 

-The next point of inter-est is whether clean 
cultivation does any harm. Clean cu1tivatio11 
in this case means a mulch- made from clean 
earth, and must :q.gt be confused with mulches 
_of plant material. · The clean fine earth mulch 
is harmful both in:-'dry farming and in irriga. 
tion districts. When dry, fine cultivation in· 
cr,eases both wind· and water erosion, and also· 
decreases the intak·e. of rain water. On the 
irrigation ·distr! cts, fine mulching of the upper 
surface can be damaging to the soil structure
and so reduces productivity. 

WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT 
This is already happening on some of oU1'· 

irrigation lands, particularly the heavier soiL 
ty,pe.s. The n·ext important point is what to
do about it. In America, the recent tre.nd, in 
both dry and wet farming and horticulture, is 
to keep as much Plant heart and cover crop 
residue as possible on the surface of the soil. 
They refer .to this as "mulch tillag·e," and dO-· 
only enough work to kill weeds and permit irri· 
gation. The cover crop residue from the· 
upper part of the plant is left near the surface, 
incorporated with the surface soil rather than
completely covered. This practice is observ
able on more and more of our vineyard·s, and: 
is an to the good. For comfort, we can re
member that the roots constitute about half 
the plant; and these are in damp earth for the 
nitrogen supply. The disabiliU:es of clean fine 
earth cultivation are showing, so far only in om 
heavier soils. Our lighter .soils appear so far
to have stood all but the water erosion of irri· 
gation, and damage from this is mainly near· 
headlands. 

MULCHING IN FARM LANDS 
The foregoing- notes have been directed_ 

mainly towards the irrigated lands. There is 
little point at present in discussing the work· 
in,g of farm hands, since in the present dry· 
spell the best thing to do is to leave them 
alo.ne. The: steps necess!Rry for •erosion con
trol cannot commence until the rains come: 
and the rough working after rain, preservin~ 
clod and -ridge structure, are gradually b-ecom
ing known. 

It is of interest, however, to discuss coming 
changes -in dry farming. The outstandiu?;-· 
point is the :vecognition of the value of surface 
plant material, dry, of course, for a seed bed. 
It should not be many y,eoars before the burn
ing of -stubbl·e disappears altogether. The 
main difficulty at present is that the farm im
plements have not changed sufficiently t-o meE'l 
the recognised requiJ:Iements. 

We have read of a new impl,ement in 
America, which can handle .stubble and still 
permit efficient se,eding_ We do -not know just 
how far this has come into general farming· 
practice. The investigators' notes show that 
.the incorporation of stubble in the surface son 
greatly in-c-reases the intake from rain, and' 
also makes the. distribution more even by de-
cr.easing run off. · 

The last big, change in Mallee farming was
the introduction of sheep some years ago. The 
next change will be an Overhaul of seasonal 
operations, and, it is ho-ped, some eff,ective· 
changes in machinery. 
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