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Board Of Management's Report 
The following report was presented to the Federal Council by the Board of 

Managemnt of A.D.F.A.:-
The h .,1e expressed in our previous year's report that it might be the last 

made under ···•·ar-time conditions, has not been realised. Although the successes 
of the Allie.d armies have been very great during the year, there still remains 
a powerful ~jlemy. All Australians are still called upon to help the wiu effort 
in every way. and the great support given by all br.anches of this industry to 
Loan appeals must still be continued. 

The lack of man-power is the most serious handicap that growers and pack
ers are suffering from. The responsible authorities have not yet seen fit to 
grant the industry any priority in the matter of army releases, although sym
pathetic and helpful consideration has been given in many cases by local man
power officers. 

HARVEST LABOR 
The State Authorities have again helped 

to thefr utmost in endeavouring to find sources 
of labor for gathering in the crops. The great
est difficulty in dealing with this s'easonallabor 
is the question of board and lodging. The clos· 
ing u1p of most of the boarding establishments 
in local centres, has made it imperative that 
at least lodg:ng facilities must be supplied by 
the ·individual .grower. A feature of last sea· 
son's harvest operations that was emphasized 
in this period of labor shortage, was the de· 
pendence of successful harvesting upon the 
maintenance of adequate labor in the paclting 
houses to ensure a steady flow of sweat boxes 
to 'enable growers to clear their racks. 

SEASONAL 

Climatic conditions were favorable for the 
develQJ,Jment and harvesting of · t.Ae crops, al· 
though the drying season ended abrUptly, leav· 
ing some thousands of tons. of vine fruits in a 
semi-dried condition i'e(lui:dng dehydration. 
This work was in the rilain c'irried on by the 
Packing Houses, and it would appear that more 
provision will have to be. made in the future 
for dehydration. The half·dried fruit was sue~ 
cessfully -handled this season without much 
loss of tonnage, but at considerable cost for 
dehydration and lowering of g:rade. Continued 
dry weather contributed to this snccess, but as 
operations were prolonged, had the normal 
winter rains collie along, a heavY loss of fruit 
must have occurred. The- final -outcome of 
19441 season _proved to be a recorii, as 'the Sec
retary's Report shows an estimated yield of 
103,706 tons. This increase can largely be at
tributed to the benefits arising from drainage 
and reclamation schemes in the existing areas. 

MARKETING 

The increase in production was an OIPPOr
tune one, for not only were .all overseas com· 
mitments provided for,- and in the case of Great 
Britain, materialiy increased. The clearance of 
the crop is well on the way, ·both as regards 
overseas shipments and Commonwealth deliv· 
eries. The continued arrangement for f.o.b. 
sales to the United Kingdom has meant prompt 
returns to growers, a-nd th€: slightly increased 
prices from overseas markets will ill part com
pensate groWers for the increases in 1produc~ 
tion costs. The demand from the Common-

wealth trade for all the vine fruits has been 
more than maintain€d. The -question arises as 
to whether the absence of dried tree fruits con
tributes towards this increase. It is regretted 
that despite the increased production of 1,200 
tons over the 1943 tree fruit figures, there was 
little of these fruits available for the civilian 
trade after the Service requirements were met. 
Referring to the statistics of Commonwealth 
sales as set out in the secretary's Repo-rt, it is 
to be noted that the figures given for Common
wealth sales include the quantities taken up by 
the various Branches of the Services. 

INCREASED PRODUCTION 

The question of future plantings is being 
very widely discussed by all those who are 
interested in the use of the Murray River 
Waters. The main problem associated with 
an extension of this industry is that of finding 
other ·products than those of the vine. In the 
evidence submitted to the Rural Reconstruc· 
tion Commission by Mr. P. Ma.ll,<;>'3h, the ques
tion of overseas ··markets, and the incidence of 
the Atlantic Charter were fully dealt with, and 
until some light is thrown on these matters, 
it is the opinion of your Board that further 

[p'lantings of vines should be contingent on 
development of markets. 

FROST: DAMAGE 

At the time of preparation of this report, 
news was received that the losses from this 
cause have again been appreciable. In S'outh 
Australia many growers ·have lost heavily. In 
other areas whilst some severe ilidividual loss
es have occurred, the aggregatri:-.7loss is not 
heavy. The sympathy of the Boa,rd is express· 
ed to those who have lost heavily. 

Experience over the 1period since- the deve· 
lopmnt. of the direct heating method, sponsor· 
ed in its early stages by the AssoCiation, proves 
l,l~yond doubt that this is the only sure method 
0~ combating this menace, and too much stress 
cannot be placed on the need for growers to 
adopt this practice. 

The application of water at -3.1pprbpriate 
times is of value, and the policy of the Water 
Supply Authorities in the several centres in 
this respect is appreciated, and sbmlld be main
tained. 

The publication of the "A.D.F.A. News,'' 
although limited to four issues a year, sUIJ)plies 

a needed service to the· industry, and it is our 
intention to continue this publication. As soon 
as conditions permit, more frequent issues will 
be made. The Board is gratified to realize that 
from the expression at Wederal Council, the 
''News'' is appreciated by growers. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

It is desired to place on record the Board's 
appreciation of the co~operation and assist
ance of the var~ous Government DetPartments 
and Boards. 

Special reference must .he made to the 
indebtedness of the industry to the following 
Authorities:-

Department of Commerce a·nd Agriculture 
(including Foodstuffs and Inspections Sections), 

Commonwealth Dried Frults Control 
Board; 

Department of S'Upply and Shipping; 
Department of War Organisation of Indus-

try; · 
Department of Labour and National Ser-

vice; 
Timber Controlle"r; 
Prices Branch; 
State Dried Fruit Boards; 
Railway De11artments of the various States. 

COSTS 

Production costs are still on the up..grade, 
both as regards wages and materials. The 
difficulty of securing a sufficient supply of box 
and sweat making timber from local sources 
has necessitated obtaining a permit to import a 
quantity of Hemlock from Canada, the cost of 
which will be considerable. 

Drought conditions have created almost a 
famine in the chaff market. Prices have risen 
and suppliers are at their wits end to obtain 
supplies. 

The situation outlined in last year's rep-ort 
dealing with the pegging of dried fruit prices 
in the Commonwealth still exists, and it is 
difficult to recover from this; market any of 
our increased costs. This matier will be thor
oughly discussed before fi'xin,g next season's 
prices. 

PRO'OUCTION MATERIALS 

Manures have come along more freely than 
in the previous year, although ~supplies of S'ul-

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for des
troying of insect life in Dried Fruits are 
advised that Application. No. 18731/34, 
'dated 3rd August, 1943, has been approv
ed and Letters Patent issued which in
clude the use of Ethyl Formate and other 
Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages and 
prevent unauthorised use of their inven
tion. 
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phate of Ammonia and organic manures are 
generally unobta:nable. There have been some 
further release of wire-netting, wire and sheet 
iron, but galvallised irOn is difficult to obtain. Light Brown Apple Moth 

THE LATE MR. R. A. HAYNES 

This Association has suffered a severe loss 
in the passing of Mr. R. A. Haynes ,of Ade~ 
laide. Mr. Haynes was A.D.F.A. Representa
tive in South Austral~a for 14 years, and was 
also Secretary of the Prune Growers' Associa
tion in that State. Previous to his Adelaide 
~ppointment, Mr. Haynes as Commonwealth 
Trade CommisSioner in Canada, did. good work 
in pioneering our trade in dried fruits with 
the Dominion. 

Recommendations For Improved 
Control 

BY T. G. CAMPBELL, C.S. AND I.R., CA:<rBERRA 

THE LATE MR. L. McLEOD 

This year the- industry has suffered further 
loss by the death of Mr. L. McLeod, who was 
growers' representative for New South w·ales 
on the Commonwealth Dried .Fruits Control 
Board since 1931. In this capacity Mr. McLeod 
earned the esteem of all his colleagues. 

As a result of fhe recent general survey, it is quite evident that the present 
degree of control is far from satisfactory. While it may not be possible to 
effect a rapid improvement in the ,general position at short notice. it is felt that 
certain measures, if undertaken with a minimum of delay, can bring about a 
worth-while improvement in the position. These control measures for future 
inve~tigation are:-

SECRETARY 

Your Board is pleased to report that after 
a prolonged illness, Mr. W. N. Sumner has 
been able to resume his duties as Association 
SecretarY. During Mr. Sumner's absence and 
cOnvalescence, Mrj H. R. Jones has given valu
aDle assistance to the staff. 

Mr. H.' D. Howie Again 
Chairman Of A.D.F.A. 

Following the meeting of the Federal 
Council the Board of Management unani· 
mously re-elected Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E., 
chairman. In expressing his app·reciation 
Mr. Howie stated that the post-war condi:. 
tions that might bring many changes, would 
call for the closest co-operation in the In
dustry, . .and he looked to all associated 
with dried fruits affairs to maintain a solid 
f'ront. The Board had in mind many 
aspects of the problems potential and real, 
and was already taking preliminary action 
with a view to meeting them. 

(1) A study of insecticides other than lead 
arsenate which may be used either as sprays 
0-l·- dusts against TORTRIX. 

(2) Further investigations on the most suit
allle methods. and times of application of any 
il;secticidal sprays or dusts. 

(3) The liberation of the Braconid para
siste, MICROBRACON GELECHIAE, with a 
view to ascertaining the possibilities of its es
tablishment a-:pd utilisation throughout vine 
fruit areas. 

( 4) Observations on the habits and life his
tory of the moth throughout the principal vine 
fruit areas, with a view to determining the 
most suitable times for the application of mech
anical control.measures. 

(5) A survey of the parasites and other in
sect enemies which attack TORTRIX, with a 
view to assessing the relative effectiveness of 
any one or more species. Information of this 
nature Would be most desirable in considering 
tte introduction of any suitable· parasites which 
may be' located overseas. 

(6) Observations on the effect of climatic 
conditions on the seasonal abundance of the 
moth and any natural enemie·s which may be 
present. 

(7) Observations to be made on moth popu~ 
lations in various types of vineyard cover 

"WARATAH" 
FENCING PRODUCTS 

THE well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netting, 

barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in defence and in order to ~aintain maximum 

production for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

to restrict wire supplies to essential services. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire products and their 

customers may be &ssured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available, and ir. the meantime it 

will be realised that any inconvenience caused by the present 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a.good cause. 
p 

RYLANDS BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Office: 422 Little Collins Street, Melbo11me. 

Wire Mills: NewciiStle, N.S. W. 

r:rops, with a view to determining which crops 
nre suitable for maintaining soil fertility, and 
:-1 t the same time are less likely to cause any 
large build~u:P of the moth population within 
the vineyards. 

( 8) Experiments on the ''turning in," of 
cover crops, at various stages of growth, to de
termhw the influence of such practices of the 
moth population within the vineyards. 

(9) Consideration to be giVen to the elimina
tion of all ,cover crops in the area for a period 
o_e one year, to- ascertain what effect such prac
tice- might have ill -reducing the moth popula
tion and resultanf damage. 

It is felt that all phases of the problem as 
~uggested should be considered in any future 
programme of research instit:ated for the con
trol of this pest, and that the several phases 
mentioned are all of more or less equal im
Jlortance in any sneh programme. 

IMPROVi=:ME.NTS POSSIBLE 

The above recommendations have been made 
with a view to bringing about a more satis
fa·ctory degree of control of the light brown 
apple moth than at present exists throughout 
the vine fruit areas. As with other entomologi
cal problems, drastic improvements in control 
cannot readily be achieved within a short space 
c·f time, and anY new methods which may be 
in::;tituted would necessarily require to be care
fully tested before being generally adopted. 
~uch research and experimental work may, 
therefore, occupy an appreciable amount of time 
before any results could be 'expected. 

It is suggested_ that any programme of work 
along the lines w'hich have been indicated could 
most satisfa-ctorily be carried out by using to 
a large extent facilities .provided by the CoUn
cil's research station .at Merbein. While it may 
not be convenient to limit the whole of any 
programme to the facilities provided by thi"s 
sta.tion, it is felt that much of the experimental 
work necessary could be carried out there. 

It' might 'here be pointed out that the fore
going recommendations have been made as a 
result of only a. comparatively -brief survey of 
the position during May, 1944. As mentiOned 
earlier, the season was so far advanced that 
one was unable to do more than make a general 
survey of the position from personal observa
ti-ons, limited to a few days. In considering the 
problem as a whole, these observations have 
been supplemented to some extent by informa
tion obtained from various individuals associa~ 
ted with the growing .and processing of vine 
fruits i·n the several areas which were visited. 

PUT AN fNDlNG 
TO NffDLESS 

SP[NDING 
(.W~ 

" 
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The Activities Of The Association 
Organised Marketing - Central Arbitration Commit
tee- Deferred Maintenance- Dehydration of .. Dried 
Tree Fruits - Future of Industry - Publicity - Cost 
of Oil for Frost Prevention. 

At recent meetings of the Board of Management before and following the 
federal Council meeting, a number of highly important matters were dealt with. 
These are amplified in the following report, together with a brief review of 
other matters dealth with: 

The success of the Dried Fruits Industry 
has brought about a problem that has to be 
constantly met by those appointed to watch the 
interests of growers. F<rom time to time 
strong efforts are made by certain interests 
to obtain packing licences in areas that are 
already adequately provided for. In the past 
a good deal of. growers' money has been ex~ 
pended in stabilizing the indu-stry and !J)revent
ing -certain interests from unfairly exploiting. 
the position to the detriment of those who 
stood loyal to the principle of equity amongst 
growers, the breakdown of which would mean 
chaos in an induestry exporting, in normal 
times, some 80 per cent. of its· ·product. The 
present system of organized marketing is SUIP
ported by all the Parliaments concerned on the 
sound basis that it is fundamentally sound, and 
removes that potentiality to collapse---the spec
ulator, and h~s corollary the exploiter. 

ORGANISED MARKETING 
The Board of Management is concerned at 

efforts that are now being made that can have 
a detrimental eff8-ct on the stability ·af the 
organisation of growers, anl:} it was resolved: 

"That the Association views with very 
great concern, attempts by certain organisa
tions to secure packing house licenses, it being 
considered that adequate facilities were now 
available, and that the granting of additional 
licenses would be to the detriment of organ
ized marketing, Which is absolutely essential 
to the preservation of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Industry. The Chairman, therefm'e, \}e 
requested to consult with the Chairman of the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board and 
the Chairman of the Consultative Committee, 
State Dried Fru:ts Boards, with a view to wlac· 
ing the facts before the appropriate Govern
ment Authorities." 

CENTRAL ARBITRATION COMMITTEE 

rhis committee will shortly meet, ·probably 
at Mildura, when it will deal with the matter 
of the alteration in the method of charging the 
wage tax during the harvest ,p,eriods, together 
with a general discussion on the recent Arbitra
tio-n Court ruling that changes in rates of pay 
'and conditions, most of wh:ch were granted by 
the Industry under duress, do not stand at law. 

With regard to the suggested limit on tax 
charges during seasonal operations, it is report
ed that, pending the formation of the new body, 
the Mildura Growers' Conciliation and Arbit
ration Comm:ttee has been active, and has 
made further contact with the appropriate 
authorities. This is a matter that Will ]lave to 
be folloWed up very soon if anything is to be 
done before the ~oming harvest. 

DEFERRE'D MAINTENANCE 

A discussion took ·place regarding the Bill 
introduced by the Treasurer in the Federal 
Parliament, making ]rovision for Deferred 
}Maintenance. Opinions seemed to differ as 
to the benefits to be received by growers, and 
it was decided to ask the Association Auditors 
to make an investigatioll and report on the 
matter. 

The Board has since received advice from 
the Auditors to the effect that, in the 11'rst 
instance there appears little chance of having 
some apparent anomalies corrected by Amend· 
ment to the Bill which. to all intents is now 
law, in the mai:t1 instanc.e relating to the actual 
value of the neW set-up, it would appear that, 
unless there is a reduction in taxation rates 
ipost-war, the effect of the plan will be nil to 
growers. The following letter from our Audi
tors affords a general idea of the position to
day-a position which, assumed to be the true 
one, defeats the pm·pose of the Bill which was 
designed to give some relief. The letter reads: 

RE· DEFERRED MAINTEN~NCE 

W·e acknowledge receipt. of yoUr letter 
dated the lOth November ,1944, wherein you 
request that the ·Provisions of the Income Tax 

Act relating to Deferred Maintenance be con
sidered as to the fim:.ncial benefit that would 
accrue to dried fruit-growers· by making an ap· 
plication for Deferred Maintenance, as set out 
in the provisions of the Act. 

Briefly, the .p,rovisions relating to Deferred 
Maintenance provide the medim;n whereby tax
payers may obtain deductions for the estimated 
cost of normal maintenance work which they 
have teen unable to carry out on buildings, 
plant, machinery and other property used in 
the ·production of assessable income, be.cause 
of the lack of man-power and materials arising 
out of the War. 

Deductions are to be allowed in respect of 
Deferred Maintenance, the need of which first 
arose during the income year ended 30th June, 
1942 (or subsituted accounting period) or any 
subseqent year but ·'Prior to the termination of 
the present War. 

The term ''Deferred Maintenance" would 
embrace all that expenditure -which had been 
previously allowed as a deduction under Sec
tion 51 or 53 of the Income Tax Act, and would 
include inter alia-

(a) Cost of Top-dressings and Fertilisers, 
(b) Eradication of obnoxious weeds, api

mals, etc. 
(c) Drainage, 
(d) Repairs or maintenance of machinery, 

plant, implements, rolling stock, etc. 
We do not propose to set out the ·Procedure 

necessary to obtain the deferred maintenance 
deduction as set out in Section 53 A (2) of the 
Act, but to assess if any real advantage would 
be obtained by a grower taking advantage of 
these provisions. 

It must be realised, of 'course, that it is 
impractical to assess the amount of saving that 
would accrue from the making of an applica
tion for Deferred Maintenance, as it is impos
sible to estimate the possible reduction in rates 
of taxation that may take place. 

It must also be stressed that we are con
sidering the :position on the basis that the 
grower is unable to effect the necessary repairs 
and maintenance- during each year._ Obviously, 
if he-has available to him materials and labour 
to effect the repairs and maintenance necessary 
each year this would be done, and the cost so 
incurred would be an allowable deduction from 
assessable income in the -normal way. 

After giving due ·consideration to the fore
going, we .are of the opinion that any grower, 
who is unable to effect proper maintenance 
and repairs each year, and who can submit a 
reaso·nable case to the Commissioner of Taxes, 
would gain an advantage by making an ap
plication for Deferred Maintenance. This ad
vantage is,. of course, dependent U).)On a reduc
tion in rates of taxation resulting from the 
cessation of War. If no reduction in rates 
took place, there would be no advantage. 

We set out hereunder an example to sup· 
port this view. X:-a grower-derives a net 
income as follows, before allowing for any 
deductions under Section 53 .A:-
Year ended 30th June, 1942-Net Income £800 
Year ended 30th June, 1943-Net Income £800 
Year ended 30th June, 1944-Net Income £800 
Year ended 30th June, 1945-Net Income £750 

Normal maintenance is estimated at £200 
per annum, but has not been carried out be
cause of war-time conditions. X makes ap. 
plicatiO'n to the Commissioner during the year 
ended 30th June, 1945, for an allowance under 
Section 53 A, and forwards a cheque for £800, 
which allowance is granted by the Commis
ioner. Since the .deduction allowable~ viz., 
£800, exceeds the net income for the year 
ended 30th June, 194-5, the Commissioner would 
allow £750 as a deduction in 1945, thus making 
the taxable income for the year nil. The bal
ance of £50 would ;).)ossibly be allowed as a 
deduction from the income of the previous 
year, viz., £800, making a taxable income of 
£7•50. . 

Repayment of the deposit lodged with the 
Commissioner would be mad-e in the following 
circumstances:-

(a) upon application in writing being made 
at any time after the expiration of six 
months from the date upon which the 
same was paid, 

(b) wh~re the ta.:x:p,ayer-1. dies, 

2. becomes bankrupt, 
(c) in any other case after the expiration 

of two years after the termination of 
the present war. 

The. deposit would be included in the as
sessable income of the taxpayer in the year of 
income in which it is repaid. The cost of re
pairs and maintenance incurred in the year in 
·whi·ch the deposit _is repaid is, of course, an 
alk,wable deduction. 
DEHYDRATION OF DRIED TR,EE FRUITS 

With the development of large dehydration 
plants, often subsidised by the Government 
'v;ith a view to obtaining the product for war· 
time needs, a new field for the production of 
the finished Tree Fruit can be envisaged. This 
field, if not properly handled from the aspect 
of economics can do a great deal of harm to 
established areas along· the Murray.· Inherent 
in this is the whole princi;:ple of just how far 
certain departures from standard practice 
established regardless of bread and butter 
internal ec<tnomy ,costs, should be allowed to 
compete with practices based on ordinary com
mercial rules of wages and return_E!.. The 
many soldier settlements along the .Murray 
have been built up on the present high stand· 
ards of the article produced, and it would ap
pear wrong for any practice to be allowed to 
develop under Government assistance until it 
is decided just how far such a departure will 
effect the established settlements. 

This matter was dealt with at the Board of 
Management meeting, and consideration was 
given to what is known as the "blanching 
method'' in the production of the finished dried 
tree fruits article. Close consideration was 
given to the followi:q_g points:-

l. Quality and general suitability for 
genera~ trade of the article being produced at 
the ex;).)-erimental plant set up by the Govern

.ment in connection with its food production 
plan. 

2. Possibility of increased production 
occurring in the post-war period by the use of 
the dehydration units now being established 
for ~,vegetables and other products in the 
various producing areas. 

3. The general effect on the Industry if 
such increased .:P·roduction actually occurred. 

It was felt that the main danger of over~ 
production was in ,connection with Peaches 
and Pears, as it was agreed that the tonnage 
of Fresh AIJ,ricots available would not be likely 
to provide a surplus for the requirements of 
the canning and {trying trade. In Peaches 
and Pears, however, it was pointed out that the 
Association records disclose that in pre·war 
years the normal Australian consumption could 
be set down at a maximum of:-

250 Tons Peaches 
100 Tons Pears. 

Pre-war production was noted as ranging 
from 300/350 tons Peaches, and 150/250 tons 
Pears. These figures disclose that in years 
of normal p,roduction, a 0ertain export has been 
necessary to clear stocks. It was, therefore, 
decided that before any large increased pro
duction was sponsored by the Government, that 
the question of markets and also of geueral 
cost of production, as compared to market re
turns, should be verY closely examined. 

It was resolved "That steps be taken to 
acquaint the proper authorities with the danger 
of over-production resulting from the introduc
tion of the "blanching method'' of production 
of Dried Tree Fruits in areas not at present 
catering for the Dried Fruit demand." 

It was realized that the introduction of the 
".blanching method" would involve almoSt a 
complete change-over in the present system of 
individual drying by growers inasmuch as the 
"blanching method'' necessitated the use of 
steam. Such a provision, would mean the con· 
centration of the work at Central Depots, pro
bably at the established Packing Houses, and 
it was felt the present was not an opportune 
time to recommend such a radical change in 
methods. It was, therefore, agreed to allow 
the matter to remain in abeyance for the time 
being, but the Secretary was instructed to 
maintain contact with the authorities in -regard 
to development of the process on which it was 
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understood further experiments were to be 
carried out during the coming year. · 

FUTURE OF THE INDUSTRY 

At the present moment some growers, and 
certainly the average citizen, both in and with
out our areas of production, regards the Dried 
Fruit Industry, as being a prosiJerous one. No 
due regard being iJitken to the past vicissitudes 
nor the uncertainties of the future. It is of 
pertinent interest for growers and others to 
examine the position a little moTe closely and 
have some regard to the development in indus
trial circles in con-nection with wages and hours 
-the cost of materials, both local and import
ed, and the fact that we are still an eighty 
per cent. exporting industry de,trendent on the 
decisions of those who are to decide our pre
ferences and trad-e agreements. 

T'he Board of Management is aware of this 
position, and a Yery full discussion resulted in 
a decision to prepare a case for submission to 
the Federal Government with a view. to ensurw 
ing the dried fruits grower against the dangers 
inherent in the uncertain position in the imw 
mediate post-war p-eriod, together with Federal 
action to ensure that the Australian standard'S 
of living for all concern-ed in the areaS involved 
were protected. A sub-committee of the Board 
was appointed to prepare a case for submission 

-to Canberra. 

TOBACCO FOR HARVEST WORKERS 

FolloWing the discussion at Federal Council 
on the matter of. reasonable supplies of tobacco 
for seasonal wOrkers, the Board ·Contacted 
officials of Tobacco Control in Melbourne, and 
arrangements were made wherebY South Ausw 
tralian members of the Federal Co11.ncil could 
contact' the ~p-propriate officers in Adelaide with 
a view to discussing the implementation of a 
scheme similar to that operating in the View 
torian dried fruits areas. Under this arrange
ment coupons were issued to growers on a 
declaratio-n as to the number of visiting adult 
workers they would employ. Each week the 
grower issued one coupon to each person who 
required tobacco, such ·coupon being tendered 
to a local retailer. The ration was:-Two 
ounces of tobacco or 60 cigarettes for men-30 
cigarettes for women. The scheme ,covered an 
eight week period for harvest hands, and longer 
for those employed in packing houses. 

PUBLICITY AND COMMONWEALTH 
MARKETING POSITION 

The Board discussed the matter of funds 
for publicity in the light of the future marketing 
position in the Commonwealth, and it was con· 
sidered that the industry would need to .pre· 
pate for a~ intensive campaign in an endeavour 
to maintain the high Commonwealth consump
tion that had developed during the past few 
years. T'here are many reasons that can be 
attributed -to this big increase in civilian 
usage, but with the return to normal conditions 
of sup-ply and demand some falling· off in 
home consumption is possible. Just how far 
the present consumption of dried fruits will 
deteriorate depends to a great extent on the 

e · force of a publicity drive at the appropriate 
time. The fact that dried vine fruits, prunes, 
and other tree fruits, have been claimed so 
extensively by the services-with special re-

leases in some instances for children and 
others, means a great deal to ·the industry in 
any future publicity. It is a feature that has 
given our fruits a status on the food front that 
\Ve must not forego. 

H was r_esolved that the Association con
t~il.t te the Sum of £500 to the Joint Publicity 
Committee in four eq_ual payments, commencing 
March 31, 1'945. 

Other matters dealt with by the Board are 
set out below, with some comments ou certain 
items by way of amplification of the official 
minutes. 

TAXATION 

The Secretary re~orted that a case had 

been prepared and sent to the Commissioner 
of Taxation, Canberra, regarding allowanc,e 
for depreciation of racks and trellis, also drainw 
age, An acknowledgment had been received 
advising that the Commissioner was confening 
with the Deputy Commissioners' in the States 
concerned, and that we will be advised of the 
decision in due course. 

The details of this were set out in the last 
issue. A brief recapitulation of which can be 
stated as follows:-Many Victorian packing 
organizations that handle growers' taxation 
l'eturns fi'nd that, despite Uniform Taxation, 
there ap11ears to be lack of uniformity in 
assessment when neighbouring State authori
ties make decisions on the returns of a grower 
who has property on either side of the Murray. 
In some inst~;tnces different rate:s are· allowed 
for depreciation on certain items, and it would 
appear that, although taxation is now uniform, 
the several State offices are working on the 
pld State schedules. 

ACETYLENE EXPLODER 

The Secretary reported that a refund of 
duty had been obtained from the Customs De
partment. Mr. Gordon advised that experi· 
ments had been made with the Explo.i:ler, arid 
subject to some small adjustments, -he was of 
opinio·n that the machine would prove effective 
in scaring starlings. 

This machine has now been sent to th€ 
Nyah-Woorinen Rese,arch Committee, which 
body intends to test it out on cockatoos1 and 
to try out certain suggested improvements in 
operation. 

COST OF FROST FUEL 

Followi-ng the discuSsion at Federal Council 
this matter was dealt with by -the Board of 
Management and arrangements made to con
tact the appro:priate authorities-with a view to 
obtaining some _.relief from the high costs 
which are becoming almost prohibitive to the 
grower, who has to burn more than a few times 
during the period of the frost menace. The 
Board was interested to note that some 1000 
dTums of this clas& of oil was being offered for 
public tender under the heading "Fuel Oil, 
contaminated by salt water." A member of 
the Board made tests of samples of this oil 
under :field conditions, and reported favourably 
as to quality for frost prevention use. How· 
eYer, the A.D.F.A., not beihg a trading body 
under taxation regulations, was not ·able to act 
in regard to the tendering for this oil, but it 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVEI 
FRUIT CO. LTD. 

MILDUR:A. 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Packed under the well-known 

"PADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

,Growers' , Requisites Stocked at all Branches 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made 

Licensed Land Salesmen ~tnd Sworn Valuers 

was left to those in the -position to tender to 
operate. 

Regarding Pool handlings of frost oil,. 
Victorian growers are reminded that, on a 
declaration to the effect that the fuel has been 
used for frost prevention, the Victorian Rail· 
ways will make a rebate on freight to the 
Agricultural Produce rate. It appears that, 
since the Pool has had the distributio-n the onus 
has been on the grower to make an individual 
claim, whereas, when this ·was being handled 
by _the packing houses a declaration was made 
on the total sales to bona fide frost prevention 
requirements. Growers concerned should imw 
mediately make an application on a form that 
i;: available at the local Pool De:Pots for all fuel 
purchased, and used, oyer the two years or 
more. 

South Australian growers have not yet 
been granted this freight .concession to the 
Agricultural Produce rate, but as r.epresenta
t:ons are now being made to the railways in 
that State bY A.D.F.A. representatives, the first 
opportunity should be taken to have this allev
iation from a difficult position. 

NYAH-WOORINEN DRIED 
FRUITS ENQUffiY 

COMMITTEE 

Thirteenth Annual Report 
The President of the Nyah-Woorinen 

Enquiry committee (Hon. P. ·T. Byrnes, 
M.L.C.), recently presented the 13th an
nual report of that active organisation that 
has dqne such good research work .in its 
district's problems. 

The Committee consists of:-Messrs P. T. 
Byrn-es, R. C. Po1kinghorne, G. Tillett, G. D. 
Vililloughby, R Limon, A. H. Cox, H. Butler, 
J. J. Richardson, J. A. Aird, M. Walsh 
(S.R. & \Y.S.C.) D. A. C.rockroft (Vic. Dried 
Fruits _Boai'd),-~-J. Milne (Lands Department), 
A. V.- LYon, D. V. Walters (C. S'. & I.R.), D. D. 
Brown (Vic. ·Department of Agriculture) 

Mr Byrnes in hiS report said:-
At this stage of the hsitory of this com· 

ihittee, it is evident we have reached the end 
of the first period of our work and that we are 
·now at a species of interval between the new 
programme and the old. 

The war has prevented us from carrying 
out the nornial routine of research work. It is 
clear, however, that the committee has to a 
larg.e extent achieved the object for which· it 
was brought into being. That this is so is 
clearly reveai8d by a glance. at the· annual 
production figt1res. 

Production of dried fruits is no less hazar
dous to*day than it w.as 7 years ago-the cliw 
matic -conditions are no different. Ho.wever, 
since 1937, there has only been one district 
crop which was a IJJOOr one, and even this one 
was 65 per cent. of normaL In fiv.e of the last 
7 district croP's, the total yield has been over 
9000 tons, and in only one of the seven years 
has the diStrict total been less than 8000 tons. 
This is in marked contrast to the first period 
of six §Bars_ of this committee's life. During 
this tiffie, the highest crop was 7000 to-ns, three 
out of the six were less than 5000 tons, one 
reaching the record low total of 3QOO tons. 

This committee by encouraging growers to 
know and understand their industry; by co--orw 
dinating the efforts Of individual growers with 
active minds.. .. w'ho were endeavouring to con· 
q_uer the disabilities then apparent by quickenw 
i·ng interest in the study of better methods of 
cultivation, pruning, and harvesting, has done 
much to lift the production of these districts. 
We have, in short, reduced the hazards of viti
culture originally inherent iii this !Part of the 
world. 

This committee has, unobstrusively but 
effectively, in active co-operation, not only with 
the C.S. & LR., but with the vinegrowers them
selves, brought about many changes. 

If the war had not intervened, we would 
normally have -continued our ft.eld trials, which 
were elaborate and comprehensive. These have 
had to be suspended. 

The liaison between C.S. & I.R. scientists, 
Victorian and N .S.W . .A,.gricultural officers and 
growers, which had become part of our routine, 
and which was extremel:y: valuable, has had to 
be dropped because of travelling restrictions. 
This is ·unfortunate, but, as was stated at the 
beginning of this report we must Tegard the 
present position as the end of Act 1, and the 
interlude before Act II. 

@ 



'• 

IJ 

I 

I. 
I 
I• 

I

! 

I' 
t 
'· 
1. 

1

·,. 
I 
i 
i 

~ 

' .I , 
r• 
I! 

:1 
'I 
1! 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS N,EWS, DECEMBER, 1944 J 

s. A~ DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
Annual Report 

In the Fifteenth Annual Report of the Dried Fruits Board of South Australia, 
the Chairman, Mr. G. A. W. Pope, dealt in detail with the activities of the South 
Australian Board and supplied interesting statistics in regard to dried fruits pro· 
duction in that State. Unfortunately, pressure of space precludes the publica
tion of the report in full, but the following summary gives the main items of 
interest to growers: 

PRODUCTION 
The total South Australian pack for tlh.e sea

son 1943 was:-
Dried Vine Fruits: Currants, 9,254 tons; sul· 

tanas, 11,373; lexias, 3,898; total 24,525 tons. 
Dried Tree Fruits: Prunes, 246 tons; peaches, 
207; apricots, 1,059; nectarines, 18; pears, 246; 
total, 1,776 tons. 

A comparison with the figures for the year 
1942· shows a decrease of 742 tons or only 2.73 
per cent. on the previous season's production. 
There were substnantial increases in currants 
and lexias; the crop of sultanas, however, and 
of the several varieties of dried tree fruits, was 
lighter than iii the year 1942, with the excep
tion of pears, which showed a slight iricrease. 

The grade standards reached in .all varieties 
were highly satisfactory and this denotes a pro
gressive improvement in the efficiency of pack
ing and processing methods. 

Since the establishment of statutory control 
of the dried fruits industry in thP. year 1925, 
production figures indicate a general increase. 
The total South Australian pack of dried vine 
fruits for the 1'925 season was 12,188 tons, com
pared with 24,525 tons for the year under re
view. The pe'ak year of production for all 
States was 1940, when 25,496 tons. of dried vine 
fruits were harvested by South Australian 
growers. 

Climatic conditions. in the Murray Valley 
during the early drying period were favorable 
and growers experienced one of the best drying 
seasons recorded. The proportion of damaged 
. fruit delivered tD packing houses was ilegli
gible. Cloudy conditions in late autumn, ac
companied by light rain, however, affected the 
lexia crop, and although dehydration was re
sorted to for the later deliveries of this variety, 
a. uniformly high standard. quality was reached. 
In the non-irrigated areas. which produce cur
rants as well as dried tree fruits, the seas.:>ri 
was generally favorable for drying. 

A problem which growers were called upon 
to face was the securing of the requisite 
~amount of seasonal labor to gather the heavy 
crop. This, however, was averted as a result 
of active co-operation of the manpower authori
ties with local committees, which had been set 
up in the main centres in the River areas. In 
thiS connection, the Board draws attention to 
the sig.nal services rendered to growers and to 
the industry generally by the Deputy Director 
of Manpower (Mr. L. C. Hunkin) .in his sym
pathetic approach to the pro.blem and in his 
just appreciation of the issues involved. One 
of Mr. Hunkin's special efforts was to provide 
lor the release of 300 volunteer workers from 
the militia camp at Woodside. 

PACKING AND PROCESSING 

The numbJ'lr 'of registered packing houses on 
31st December, 1943, was thirty-seven (37) com-

pared with forty ( 40) on the corresponding 
date in 1942. In conformity. with the common 
policy of the BOards of the producing ~:nates to 
encourage centralised pack_ing, an appreciable 
number of redundant packing -establishments 
have ceased to operate since the year 1929. 

In the main, the packing of dried vine fruits 
is carried~' out in the areas of production, cer
tain proportions of dried tree fruits, however. 
are delivered to Adelaide and Angaston for 
final processing. 

QUOTAS AND MARKETING 
The marketing under war-time conditions of 

the annual crop of Australian dried fruits has 
again occupied the close attention of all 
authorities concerned. This entailed changed 
methods which applied both to the sale within 
the Commonwealth and to the disposal of the 
exportable surplus. 

Within the past two years there has been an 
appreciable increase in the tonnages of dried 
rruits absorbed by the Australian market. this 
may fairly be traced to three factors:-

(a) The supplies required for the armed 
services; 

(b) The presence in Australia of large 
numbers of American troops, and 

(c) The increase in the purchasing power 
of a substantial portion of the population. 
Of the total Common wealth pack of 90,878 

tons of dried vine fruits in the year 1943, the 
allocation to Austr:ilia was 25,707 tons which 
included deliveries to the services. Sales 
within the Commonwealth are regulated by 
quotas which are fixed after consultation with 
the Commonwealth food control authorities, 
the Export Contro-l Board, and representatives 
of trading interests. About January in each 
year, estimates of the production for the par. 
ticular season are considered in relation to the 
quantities to be reserved for export, the re
quirements of the services and the estimate-d 
demand by the civilian population in Australia. 

Opening. quotas are accordingly declared by 
the Boards of the producing States setting out 
the percentages of tne total crop that may be 
lawfully marketed within the State of produc
tion. The position of the quotas is reviewed 
fi-om time to time as the marketing position 
becomes clari"fied; quotas, therefore, are sub
ject to increase as the year progresses. 1 The 
final quotas common to an prod·ucing States 
and fixed by the respective Boards for the 
year under review were 271 per cent. for cur
rants, 26~ per cent. for sultanas, and 46) per 
cent. for Iexias. These percentages fairly 
indicate the quantities absorbed by the Austra· 
!ian market for the year, including that con
sumed by the services. 

The distribution for civilian requirements 
within the quotas fixed by the State Boards was 
regulated in the year 1943 by the food control 
authorities in collaboration with the Australian 

Dried Fruits Association and representatives 
of the State Boards. From the early part of 
the year until December, orders were issued to 
packers from time to time by the food control 
directing progressive releases of currants, sui~ 
tanas, and lexias, to wholesale distributors. 
These rel!=!ases were based on the tonnages 
supplied to the wholesalers in the year 1942, 
and the proportions were, in turn, passed on by 
wholesalers to retail distributors. T:he plan, 
which was designed to spread the year's deliv
eries to the trade, proved successful inasmucn 
as it prevented the accumulation of stocks by 
wholesalers and retailers in the early part of 
the year when the new season'S fruit was avail· 
able, thus ensuring to the consumer regular 
supplies throughout the year. 

T:he Commonwealth Government, again in 
1943, issued ail o-rder under the National Secur· 
ity Regulations acquiring for the services tht3 
entire crop of dried tree fruits (prunes, peaches, 
apricots, nectarines and pears). Certain ton
nag.es not required for service requirements 
were, however, subsequently released for the 
neds of civilians residing in remote areas, ~nd 
for infants and invalids. A further small 
quantity, suitable only for manufacturing, was 
released for this purpose. 

INVESTIGATION WORK 

It is satisfactory to report there were no 
complaints laid during the year for infractions 
of the Dried Fruits Act. Constant vigilance, 
however, is still necessary in order to prevent 
attemptS at unlawful trading, particularly in 
view of the rationing of suppUes of dried vine 
fruits to storekeepers and of the restrictions 
imposed by the National Security Regulations 
on the retailing of dried tree fruits for civilian 
consumption. · 

The general investigation work is now car
ried on by one officer who visits the more popu
lous areas in the State a~ least once in evert 
year. In the course of his duties, this omcer 
is in a position to rec9mmend retailers to stock 
only the highest grades and to advise them in 
regard to the most improved methods for keep
ing their stocks free from grub infestation. and 
other pests. This direct co-operation between 
the Bo'ard and the retail trade ensures to the 
consumer a superior article and, incidenta.J.]y, is 
of manifest advantage, to the retailer . 

PUBLICITY 

As stated in previous reports of the Board, 
publicity activities ·are centred in a. special 
Committee, which comprises the chairman of 
each State Board, an.d of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association. The aim of the Commit
tee is to stimulate the demand for dried fruits 
on the Commonwealth market as it is to sales 
within Austraiia the grower looks for his mar
gins of profit. 

For this reasou the advertising·. programme 
of the Committee is Australia-wide in character 
and covers the more populous Rnd the larger 
consuming States. In view of the urgent de
mand for Australian dried fruits on the United 
Kingdom and other overseas markets, as well 
as of the ·need for providing adequate supplies 
for the services, the reasons for an intensive 
form of advertising do not at present appear 
to be as necessary as under normal conditions. 
The Committee. therefore, is curtailing its pro
gramme in certain directions and is husbanding 
its resources with a view to launc)ling a more 
intensive advertising campaign after the war. 
The Board's contribution to the J;'ublicity 
Committee "in the year 1943 W'as £750, Of w~lCll 

AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. lTD. 
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Union Assurance SOCiety Ltd. 

Cresco Manures 
Tiny Tim Power Waahu 

We Supply All GJ,"owers' Requisites. 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society 

L-ondon 4 Lancashire Insurance co. Ltd. 

Sentinel Power· Duster 

"Aurora For Servi~ 
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one moiety is held in reserve by theBoard for w s~- c d'ti' A 1' d i- c 
post-war publicity. ages ~.amps on I ODS ppde 1.0 ontra.ctors 

PERSONNEL OF THE BOARD 

The Government representatives on the 
Board are the Chairman (Mr. G. A. W. Pope). 
and Mr. F. M. McMillan (Deputy Chairman), 
who was appointed in succession to the late 
Mr. Hugh Crawford. Messrs. C. W. Till, of 
Barmera, and J. R. Jemison of Ramco, repre
sent the producers in the irrigated areas, and 
Mr. C. E. Russell is the producers' representa
tive for the non-irrigated area:s. 

In terms of the Dried Fruits Act, a ballot of 
growers f.or the three producers' representa· 
tives on the Board was taken in December, 
1943, when Messrs. Till and Jemison were reo 
elected as the producers' representatives for 
the irrigated areas. The only nomination re
ceived for the non-irrigated areas was that of 
the :sitting member, Mr. Russell, who was ac· 
cordingly declared re-elected. The tenure of 
office for the producers' representatives is 
three years from the 1st January, 1944. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

A statement of the Board's income and ex· 
penditure for the year ended 29th February, 
1944, togetrher with balance-sheet is attached. 
TWs, as usual, - bears the certificate of the 
Auditor-General . Income exceeded expendi
ture by £282/18/2; and this amount has beeri 
carried to the reserve fund. Expenditure was 
£268/19/10 in excess of that in the previous 
year. This is accounted for by an increase of 
£176/9/10 in the amount paid to the Common
wealth for the Board's proportion of the in
spection service supplied by the Common .. 
wealth Department of Commerce and Agricul
ture, as well as an increase in the grant to the 
Publicity Committee. , 

The Board's revenue for the year wtts £198 
/17/8 lower than in the year 1942-1943, the re· 
sult of a drop in production. The main source 
of revenue is the annual cOntribution, which is 
at a rate equal to 4/3 per ton on the packed 
weight of the total dried fruits production of 
the State. This rate has been in operation for 
several years and is uniform fn all producing 
States. 

G. A. W. POPE, Chairman. 
W. N. TWISS, Secretary. 

Adelaide, 19th May, 1944. 

It is necessary to open a sheet in the 
Wages Stamp Book for the following:---:- · 

(a) An employee receiving wages in excess 
of £2 per week. 

(b) An employee rece1vmg more than £2 
per week, but Whose dependents bring him 
within the non-taxable. 

It is not necessary to open sheets for the 
following:-

(a) An employee receiving less than £2 
per week. 

(b) An employee who, although being paid 
at the rate of more than £2 per week, earns 
less than that because of broken-time. 

It was suggested, however, that it might be 
advisable to open sheets for non-taxable em
ployees, who are engaged for any lengthy per· 
iod, as the sheet will supply a permanent record 
of w·ages paid. 

The following information was also made 
available in res,pect to Contracts: 

Where a ·Contractor does not engage labor 
or make subsidiary contracts for the perform
ance of the work originally contracted by him, 
the following will apply: 

CONTRACTORS DOING HORSE WORK 

75 per cent. of the total amount paid to 
the contractor::is regarded as labor, and must 
carry the appropriate Wages Stamp' deduction. 

TRACTOR WORK 

60 per cent. of the total amount paid to the 
contractor is regarded as labor, and must carry 
the appropriate Wages S'tallljp deduction. 

Where a contractor employs labor or lets 
subsidiary contl'acts, he is not regarded as a 
wage earner, and there is no responsibility on 
the Principal, i.e., the grower, to make any 
deductions when paying the contractor the 
amount' due to htm. E.g., a contractor who 
engages to harvest a ·crop at a certain rate, 

DRIED FRUITS BOARD (S.A.) 

and who em:vloys laboL for that ·purpose is re
garded as a principal, and he has the respon
sibility of deducting wages stamps from the 
amounts paid to those who work for him, the 
grower in such a _case, paying free of deduC
tion to the contmctor, the amount due to him. 
Similar circumstances obta:n in the case of a 
contractor ·engages labor either on a weekly or 
a contract basis. 

DRAINAGE CONTRACTS 

The following information is made avail
able for the benefit of those growers who have 
let draining and/or other contracts in which 
no regular weekly payments are involved. In 
all such ca_ses the deciding factm· is the amount 
of the weekly earning (not the amount actual
ly paid in cash), but deductions should be made 
from II:l'rogress payments so that, upon the final 
payment being made, the amount to be then 
deducted will not be so heavy as to inflict 
hardship upon the contractor. 

E.g. A Draining Contract -performed over 
a period of ten weeks, might involve a total 
contract price of £80. This may be paid in 
two preliminary remittances ,of £210_ each, and 
one final [payment of £40. The tax to be col
lected would·be at the rate applicable to £8 per 
week, and the two payments of £20 each should 
bear a portion of the tax, and the remainder 
should be collected from the fi'nal payment. 

Generally speaking T3.x must be collected 
from all paYments·, a substantial IIJOrtion of 
which is for 'wages, but. if the-dr;:tinage co:ntrac
tor employs labor oh the job he is classed as a . 
contractor, and there is no Obligation on the 
grower to collect tax:: 

Although stamps, as a geD.eral rule, can. 
only be purchased monthly, the Post Office 
will supply those required in an emergency, 
such as the completion of a c.ontract or the 
terminatio-n of employment. 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR TWELV_E MONTHS ENDED 
29th FEBI'!UARY, 1944. 

To Administration expenses-
Board fees ........... . 
Secretary~s salary . . . . . . . 
Staff :s.alaries, office rent, 

cleaning and lighting . . . . 
Consultative Committee 
Audit fee ............ . 

Investigations 

Advertising .. 

£ s. d. 

744 15 10 
625 0 0 

760 0 0 
20 0 0 
15 15 0 

Election . . . . . . . . . . . ·- . . . . • . 
Grade supervision . . . . . . • . . . . • • • 
Contribution N.S.W. Dried Frui'ts Board 

A/c. Joint Investigation Work .. 
Inspection-Board's proportion of 
Legal expenses . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . 
Office and general expenses . . . . _.. . . 
Printing and stationery . . . . • . . . • . . . 
Contribution to Dried Fruit-s. Publlcity 

Committee ..............•••••• 
Ttravelling expenses-

£ s. d. 

2,165 10 10 
260 0 0 

General • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259 5 4 
Investigations . . .. . . . . '. . .. • • .. 88 10 7 

Excess inco,me over expenditure . . . .... 

Balance carried forward . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . -.-

£ s. d. 

2,425 i.o 10 
7 4 3 

35 14 8 
158 16 7 

250 0 o· 
1,351 1 8 

26 5 0 
63 2 2 
58 3 2 

750 0 0 

347 15 11 
282 18 2 

£5,756 12 5 

5,381 16 4 

£5,381 1~ 4 

By Annual contribution . . . . . . .· .. 
Interest' . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 
Packing house registerations . . . . . . . . . . • • 
Sundry receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

By Accumulated balance . . • • . . . • . . • • • . 
Balance as above . . .. . . .. . • .. .. . . • • • •I • • 

£ 
5,589 

126 
37 

4 

s:. d. 
3 3 
3 11 
5 0 
0 3 

£5,756 12 5 

5,098 18 a 
282 18 2 

£6;381 16 4 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 29th FEBRUARY, 1944. 

LIABILITIES 

Snn'dry creditors . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . • • . • . • • • • 
Packing house registration fees paid in advance •• 
Publicity Reserve Fun!l--=-:.~.· ...........••.•••• 
Board fees refund account . . • . . . . . .• • • • • • -•• 
Accumulated balance to 29/2/44 ....•.•••• · •..• 

---··---~---

Adelaide, 12th April, 1944. 

£ •. <l. 
1,514 3 7 

36 0 0 
375 0 0 

42 17 0 
5,381 16 4 

£7,349 16 11 

ASSETS 

I ' 
Sundry del>tol'l! • • . . • . . • . . • • • . 
Cash account Treasury ••... , •.. • •.• 
Commonwealth Bank • • • . • • • • . . 

7,137 0 6 
100 0 0 

£ •. d. 
112 16 5 

7,237 0 6 

•£7,849 16 u 

G. A. W. POPE, Chairman. 
W. N. TWISS, Secretary. 

The above income and expenditure accou:ri.t and balance sheet have been examined; they have been properly di-S.wn up. The former shows a 
ari.e and correct view o:f the transactions for the year and the latter sets out the assets. and l1ab1lit1es as on 29th February, 1944. 

Uth April, 1944. (Signed) J. W. WAINWRIGHT, Auditor-GeneraL 
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Victorian Dried Fruits Board 
A meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits Boa~d was held in Melbourne on 

the 21st September, 1944. The Chairman (Mr. Parker ]. Moloney) presided, 
and there were present also :-Messrs. F. M. Read (Deputy Chairman), H. V. 
Davey, A. Rawlings, D. E. Barry Wood and D. A. Cockroft. An apology was 
received from Mr. Mansell for his unavoidable •absence owing to his, and Mrs. 
Mansell's illness. 

Complimentary references were made to the fact that this was the first 
occasion that Mr. Mansell had been absent frQlll a Board meeting during his 
long tenure of office, and the Chairman, and membe1;5 of the Board, expressed 
the hope that both Mr. and Mrs. Mansell would soon be quite weli again. 

With reference to the question of the pro
duction of dried fruits in Tasm.a,nia, and the 
possibility of large scale post-war production 
of dried fruits in dehydrators built during re
cent years .under the auspices of the Common
wealth Government for productilon pf vege
tables, the Chairman stated that, arising out 
of a letter received by the Consultative Com
mittee from the.Netv South Wales Dried Fruits 
Board, reporting experiments with dried pears 
at the Commonwe.."Llth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Laboratory, Homebush. New South 
W~les, this matter was discussed at the last 
meeting of the Consultative Committee, when 
members were supplied with copies of a com
munication containing the views of Mr. Barry 
Wood (dried tree fruits representative on the 
Board) on the subject. 

It was resolved that the Secretary of the 
Consultative Committee should communicate 
with the A.D'.F.A~, conveying the terms of the 
letter of the New So-uth '-'V!ales Board and of 
Mr. Barry Wood's notes, and suggestfng that 
the A.D.F.A. communicate with the C.S.I.R., 
pointing out:-

(a) The relation of the costs of any· .e:xJ,Jreri
mentit.l w-ork to the marketable value of the 
product, and 

(b) the general effect on the industry of in
creasing production until the possibility \ of 
new markets is explored. 

Mr. Barry "\'\,.-ood pointed out that the cost 
involved ill the method of treatment ·of the 
fruit bY the C.S.I.R. would rEsult iu the produc
tion of a very· expensive article, and reference 
was also made to the question of control of the 
industry in Tasmania in the event of it being 
decided to establish dried pear production in 
that State, 

FRUIT FOR DEHYDRATION 

Tile Chairman reported that the Board had 
received a letter from the Secretary, Mid. Mur
ray Valley Distict Council A.D.F.A., advising 
that, in regard to fruit received into packing 
houses for dehy;dration or other purposes, sup.. 
pliers in the Mid. Murray Valley district were 
satisfied with the methods adopted Qy each 
company, In addition, it is noted that the pool 
system and re-weighing after dehydration were 
both in operation in the Nyah/Woorinen area. 

LOW GRADE FRUIT 

The Acting Secretary read a letter from the 
Secretay ·of the' A.D.F.A., asking the views of 
the Victorian Board concerning the sale of low
grade dried tree fruits to_ -civilians. This let
ter referred to ,a communication received from 
the South Australian Board, regarding a quan
tity of "Plain" and uncored. 1-crown size dried 
pears, which were· supplied to a South Aus
tralian hospital, and suggesting that this class 
of fruit should be diverted to manufacturing 
pUIJ)OSeS. 

It was agreed that, if the fruit were of a 
sufficiently good quality to entitle ·it to be given 
a grade, there sh-ould be n-o objection to its sale 
on the market for civilian consumption. 

PACKING HOUSE ACCOMMODATION 

Consideration was given to a report by l\Ir. 

COMMONWEALTH ALLOCATION 

Referring to the figures submitted to the last 
meeting Of th(! Board, Mr. Moloney reported that 
Commonwealth allocations of dried vine fruits 
(jncluding Services) had now reached a total 
of 34,500 tons. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 

:i\Ir. Moloney outlined the action which had 
been taken by the Publicity Committee during 
the months of August and Septeinber for the 
purpose of furthering sales of currants and 
sultanas within the Commonwealth. 

The Committee had been advertising extenS
i-vely in the principal daily newspapers in Syd

- ney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Brisbane, advis
ing the public that increased supplies of cur
r.ants and sul1tanas were now available, and 
directing attention to butter-saving recipes -as 
r.:ontained in the War-time Cookery Book. In 
addition, valuable press statements had appear. 
e-d in prominent positions in the daily news~ 
papers in all States, and similar announcements 
(based on the press statements) were made 
over the air during the news session through
out the Commonwealth. As a· result of this con
centrated form of publicity, the demand for the 
\Yar-time Cookery Book had been so great that 
the Committee had found it necessary to order 
an additional 100,000 copies. 

MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT 

Following upon representations which th~;> 

Board had made to the Commonwealth Govern
ment regarding the possible implications of the 
Atlantic Charter and M'ntual Aid Agreement on 
overseas . preferences in respect to the dried 
fruits' industry, Mr. M·oloney reported that ad~ 
vice had now been received from the Prime Min
ister w.hich gave ·assurance that these prefer
ences would not be endangered. The Prime Min
ister had forwarded an extract from a speech 
b;y Mr. Churchill in the House of Commons, 
April 21, 1944, which, Mr. Moloney said, made 
it clear that the United Kingdom, in subscrib
ing to the Atlantic Charter and Mutual Aid 
Agreement, retained freedom of action regard
ing Imperial Preferences. 

COOMEALLA BRANCH 
A.D.F.A. 

We regret that, due to an oversight~ de
tails of the annual election of officers for the 
Coomealla Branch O:f the A.D.F .A., were not 
published in the last issue of the "Dried Fruits 
New's.'' 

The followip_g officials were elected for 
1944-45:-

Messrs J. Murdoch, President; J. Bailey, 
Secretary, and G. Hillier, H. S. Macdonald, R. 
A. C. Lawson, E. Keenan~ J. Trebilcock and F. 
Duncan, Committee. 

llj 

EXPORT CONTROL 
BOARD 

Considerable interest has been 
aroused in the election for New South 
Wales representative on the Common
wealth Control Board. 

Both the growers nominated are well 
known in the Curiwaa and Coomealla area, B.nd 
it is felt that a short sketch of each will be 
of general interest. 

MR. L. B. O'DONNELL 

Mr. O'Donnell has been an active dried 
fruits grower on the Curlw.aa irrigation area 
for the ;past 20 years, and is well-known 
throughout the other dJried fruits settlements 
in New South Wales. He has been elected to, 
and still holds, a number of executive positions 
in the organisations of the dried fruits in
dustry, 

In addition to being Chairman of the 
Curlwaa Branch of the A.D.F.A. for many 
years, he has been elected Chairman. of the 
Federal Council of the A.D.F .A., at each of its 
meetings held during the past six years. 

His wide experience and intimate know
ledge of all phases of the industry should 
enable him to give valuable assistance to the 
Export Control Board in its post-war task of 
developing new markets, so that the industry 
may abso·rb a reasonable number of discharg
ed servicemen. 

MR. J. J. MURDOCH 

Mr. J. J. Murdoch has been engaged in the 
_dried fruits industry all his life, and in addi· 
tion to his keen i-nterest in public affairs 
generally is the President of the Coomealla 
branch A.D.F.A. Members Of the Coomealla 
branch have pointed out that the Coomealla 
settlement JJroduced approximately 75 per cent. 
of the dried vine fruit produced in the State, 
yet had no representative on either of the 
administrative bodies associated with the in
dustry, 

GRADE FIXING 
COMMITTES 

Season 1945 
The grade fixing committees were ap. 

pointed, as follows, the only changes from 
last year being that Mr. R. Mallinson and 
Mr. T. Steele respectively, replaced Mr. 
E. W. Johns on the M.I.A. vine and tree 
fruit committees:-

Mildura Packers' AssO·Ciation-Vine Pruits: 
x P. Malloch, F. McGlasson; Tree Fruits: x D. 
C. Winterb-ottom, A. R. Hampton. 

Nyah and Woorin.e·n.-Vine Fruits: x A- S. 
P. Basey, K. McAlpine. 

South Australian River Packers' Associa,.. 
tion.-Vine Fruits: x J. R. Jemison, E. N. 
S~ary, R. McDonald; Tree Fruits: x J. R. Jemi· 
-son, E. N. Seary, R. McDonald. 

Non-Irrigated Areas, South Australia.
Vine Fruits: x D. Farmer, T. B. Rake; Tree 
Fruits: x D. Farmer, R. P. Shepley. 

Murrumbidgee Irr~gation Areas.-Vine 
Fruits: x R. Mallinson, J. Boag; Tree Fruits: 
x T. Steele, R. Mallinso-n. · 

Victorian Agents.-Vin.e Fruits: H. R. 
Jones, T. F. McKay; T·ree Fruits: H. R. Jones. 
T. F. McKay. 

South Australian Agents.-Vine Fruits: H. 
W. Newto.n, H. R. Jones; Tree Fruits: H. W. 
Newton, H. R. Jones. 

New South Wales Agents.-Vine Fruits: 
J. Alp.en·; Tree Fruits: J. Alpen. 

x Co-nvenor. 
H. R. Tinney (Technical Officer,. Department 
of Commerce) which had been submitted to the 
Board regarding inadequate accommodati-on at 
packing houses, and in which 1t •vas stated that 
only three, out of the sixteen Victorian sheds 
which were visited, could be said to be suitably 
proyided with the minimum of' reasomi.ble re
c:.uirementS. It was decided to l'eqnest the Com
Uterce Department to take whatever action was 
deemed necessary in the matter, and the Chair
man undertook to discuss the whole question 
with Mr. R. P. A11f'n (Chief Fruit Inspector of 
the <:omm\rce .Department). 

Barmera Co -operative Pacldng Co. Ltd. 

REVISED QUOTAS 

It was agreed that the following quotas be 
recommended to the Minister :-Currants, 25 per 
cent; Sultar.as, 27~ per cent.; Lexias, 35 per 
cent. ; and Dried Olwne~ Grapes, 35 per cent. 

BARMERA, S.A. 
Dried And Citrus Fruit Packers and Agents 

Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 
Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International 

Coy. Ltd., McCormick-Deering Tractors. 

Harvester 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA 'PHONE BARMERA SO &. S' 
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All reports, correspondence, etc., should f)e 
addressed to The Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News,"· Box 200, Mildura, Victoria. 

fi'or Advertising Ra.tes, apply W. N. sumne1·, 
VictOria House, 46 Queen Street, Melbourne. 

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 73 

''"'"""'"'''''"'''''"'""''"'''"''''''''""'''"''"'""'"'''"""'"'''''''''''. 
All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to 

forward items of interest to the Industry 

~ as a whole for publication in the "News." i 
~ .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ................. , .... ,,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,.,,,, .. .,,,,,,,.,,,,,,. 
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Butns. 

:iYIILDURA, DECEMBER, 1944 

THE PARliAMENT Of 
THE INDUSTRY 

T:HE Feder~l Council of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association has been referred 

W on many an occasion! as the parliament of 
\the industry. Over a period of many .years 
there has betm built up-sometimes by the 
method. of trial and error-an organisation of 
which the growers have reason to be proud 
and which has been referred to not infrequent
ly as a modeL ·and inspiration for othe.r Aus
tralian primary industries. 

The sessions of the- Federal Council, for the 
most part, contrast more than favorably with 
the sittings: of far more august deliberative and 
governing bodies,~- inasmuch as the history of 
the industry has inculcated inl its delegates a. 
distaste for purely destructive criticism and a 
conference atmosphere where every delegate 
seeks first the greater good of the industry and 
party faction is virtually unknown. 

The recent sessions of the Federal Council 
provided .ao. exception to the general rule. 
Granted there were no burning questions to 
agitate the minds of the representatives .and 
and that markf'Jting problems, at least for the 
duration of the war, would appear to have re
ceeded into the comparative background. 

It may' be suggested· that the recent meet
ing of the Federal Council served W emphasise 
two things: the unity and constructive thought 
that delegates bring to the probems of the 
industry; and the confidence l."'eposed in the 
Board of Management which, in the intervals 
between Council meetings, conserves the. inter-

. ests of the industry .and of "those whose liveli
hood is bound up with it. 

It :will not be gainsayed that the industry 
is fortunate in that it makes available a pro
duct that is of considerable importance on the 
health front in times of peace and one which 
becomes increasingly more important in times 
of war. With shipping space necessarily re
stricted by reason of the global war which has 
engulf<:!!d us for the past five years, the demands 
of our kinsmen in the United Kingdom for 
the energy-giving and health-preserving pro
perties concentrated in dried fntS.ts is one that 
Australian growers are proud to supply to th~ 
limits of their capacity. 

Not that it is proposed to push the altrustic 
argument too far. Certain it is thJ.t the 
financial return from our sales to the Mother 
Country is a payable one, but Qeyond and 
above that there is most sure.ly recognised the 
necessity to play our part in sustaining the 
men, women and chi'ldren of Britain, who 
through a gehenna of bombs and robots have 
proved once again that the breed holds ·true; 
t:hat the.y can take--and give-it. 

On the individual grower, then, falls the 
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DRIED FRUIT CROP, 1944 

Record Production in. Wartime Conditions 
The Australian Dried Vine Fruit Crop for Season 1944 was a record, estimated at 103,706 

tons, compared with 90,881 tons in 1943. The drying weather experienced was satisfactory 
in the case of .Currants and Sultanas, but ~ c onsider~ble tonnage of Lexias had to be finish
ed off by dehydration. The quality of the pack generally was satisfactory. 

The Secretary of the Association (Mr. W. N. Sumner) in his report to Federil Council 
stated:-The estimated yield of Vine Fruits i·n the Commonwealth according to lc.test official 
adviees is:-

Currants Sultanas Lexias Total 
T-ons Tons Tons TO"lS 

Victoria . . . . 10,057 43.498 5,802 59,357 
South Australia .. 10,393 16.694 4,049 31.136 
New South Wales 1,451 7,160 617 9.228 
Western Australia 3.294 623 68 3,985 

--- --- --- --
2•5,195 67,975 10,536 103,706 

The Association Ag8nts report an est:mated [pack Of-CURRANTS, 23,300 tons; SUL-
TANAS, 65,964. tons; LEXIAS, 10,076 tons. Total 99,340 tons. 

On the foregoing figures, the percentage of the Vine Fruits handled l y the Association 
is-CURRANTS', 92.4 per cent.; SULTANAS, 97.0 per cent.; LEXIAS, 95.6 rer cent.; or 95.8 
per cent. of the total crop, as compared to 96.2 per cent. in 1943 season. 

TREE FRUITS 

The Australian pack of Dried Tree Fruits for Season 1944 is estimated at 5,911 tons, -com~ 
1pared with 4, 734 tons in 1943. The production of the different var: eties was· about normal, 
with the exception of Pears, which showed a considerable increase. The prOduction Dried Tree 
Fruits this year was requisitioned for Service requirements, but small tonnages of Apricots, 
Peaches and Pears were made available for trade, mainly in outback area·s. A fair tonnage 
of Prunes was released for the use of infants, young childre-n and invalids. 

The following table gives the estimated pack of the various varieties for Season 1944:-

Prunes 
Apricots 
Peaches 
Nectarines 

Total Pack 
Tons 
3.128 
f,838 

493 
25 

CURRANTS 

A.D.F.A. 
Tons 
2.126 
1,408 

416 
21 

The Australian .pack this year is estimated 
to be 25,195 tons, wh:ch constitutes a record. 
The quality generally in all states was satis
factory. 

SULTANAS 

The estimated Australian produytion is 
67,975 tons, '>Vhich also establishes a reco-rd, 
and is 8,474 tons more than the yield in 1943. 
The bulk of the production was in the higher 
grades. 

LE)\jAS 

The Australian production this year is es
timated at 10!536 tons, compared with 10,164 
tons in 1943. The 1pack this year is the second 
largest on record. 

APRICOTS 

The total Australian production this year 
is estimated at 1,838 tons, which is· 584 tons 
more than t"he 1943 season pack. Owin~ to 
Service demands, only a small tonnage was 
made available for civilian trade. 

PEACHES 

The total estimated Australian pack this 
year is 493 tons, compared with 398 tons in 
1943, and the bulk o-f the production was re
quired for the Services. 

NECTARINES 

The estimated pack this year is 215 tons, 
compared with 19 tons in 1943. This is a var~ 
iety of fruit Where an expansion of production 
would be welcome. The .total iJ.)ack was re~ 
quired f01· the Services. 

responsibility to see that the maximum harvest 
is realised and the quotas for which Britain 
has aSked are made available to her. 

The harve.sting problems of the industry 
are by no meanSi over. The harvest of 1945 
will caU for Ulnited effort and the closest pos
sible co-operation between the individual 
grower and the various organisations that have 
been set up in the dried fruits producing 
centres to assist in the making available cf the 
necessary harvest labor. 

'Given that clOse co-operation between the 
grower and the organisations working on his 
behalf, it should be possible to. care for the 
coming harvest with the minimum of disloca
tion and delay (as compared with previous war 
years) and make available to th~ Fighting 
Forc-es in the Pacific and our kinsmen in 
Britain the dried fruits food they have requis
tioned from us. 

Tot8.1 Pack ·A.D.F.A. 
Tons Tons 

Pears ........ 427 321 
--- ---
5.911 4,292 

PEARS 
The Australian pack this year is estimated 

at 427 tons, being 115 tons in excess of 1943. 
The bulk of the pr-oduction wa.s required for 
the ServiceS. 

PRUNES 
T·he estimated Australian pack this year is 

~.128 tons, as against 2,751 in 19413. The total 
producton was acquired for the Services, but 
two releases have been made for the, use of 
infants, young children and invalids. 

S.A. DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

December Meeting 
The S.A. Board disposed of a· long 

agenda at its meeting held in Adelaide 
on December 1, 1944. 

A copy of tl;te minutes of the meeting of 
the Consultativ.:e Committee held in Melbourne 
on November 8, 1944, was submitted, and the 
approval o-f the increases in the quotas as re
commended by the Committee was confirmed. 
These were Currants from 25 per cent. to 30 
per cent., Sultanas from 27?1.! per cent. to 32 
.per cent. ,and Lexias from 35 per cent. to 
42ili per cent. 

INVESTIGATION REPORTS 

Close attentio-n was given to the Reports 
of the Investigation Officer (Inspector Noblet) 
into ·attempts at irregular trading, a·nd it w.as 
decided that the fruit which was the subject 
of the reports, and had been detained, must be 
processed in registered Packing houses, and 
passed through the prescribed channels. 
NEW PACKING HOUSE REGISTRATIONS. 

A request from the A.D.F.A. made to the 
Chairman of each State Board on the neces
sity' for serious -consideration to the matter 
of granting a.:Pplications for new Packing 
House registrations was submitted, and the 
Memorandum Of the Chairman (Mr. G. A. W. 
Pope) on the matter was agreed to. 

In connection with the forthcoming general 
conference to be held at Murray Bridge (S.A.) 
on the 8th and 9th December on the develop~ 
ment of the Murray Valley on similar lines to 
that held at Yarrawon.ga (Vic.) in August last, 
it was agreed that the Board be represented 
at the Conference by the Deputy Chairman 
(Mr. F. M. McMillan), and the Secretary (Mr. 
W. N. Twiss). 

ROUTINE BUSINESS 

Routine business consisted of letters from 
Packing Houses on improvements and new 
equipment, -cons~deration of pa-ck statistics to 
November 25, 1944, examination of the finan
cial statement, .and the passing of a number 
of accounts. 
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Australian and Californian Conditions 

Board Member's Comments 
In the last issue of the Dried Fruits News, we published the report of Mr. 

.f. L. McDougall's visit to California. The report was read with interest by 
growers,' and we are pleased to be able to present the comments of Mr. P. Mal
loch, a Member of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board, and a Mem· 
her of the Federal Council of the A.D.F.A. Mr. Malloch said:-

On my iwo visits to California on behalf of 
·tbe Australian Dried Fruits' Industry, my own 
-.observations and the information received in~ 
,dicated that at least SO per cent. of those en
gaged in the Raisin Industry there were Italian, 
Greek, Armenian, Chinese and Japanese. 

'l'he present boom conditions in ·california are 
due largely to the high prices ruling for raisins 
.nnd wine grapes. The latter have risen from 
14 dollars to 31 dollars a ton, an increase of 
121 per cent., and raisins from 45 dollars to 195 
doll~ns a ton, an increase of 333 per cent. By 
·1!0ntrast with these prices Austra.lian sultanas 
have risen from £32 to £48 a ton, an increase of 
·only 34 per .cent. 

A1though Mr. Tolley, in his report on irri
;gation, states that the water table in California 
is now several l).undred feet deep, and expensive 
pumps are needed, the cost of water is given 
.at 7.50 dollars (say 37/6) an acre, which seems 
very low. compared with the Mildura cost of 
water-now £5 an acre, with 90 feet as the 
highest" level. Our Water Trust has of course 
:1n expensive channel system to maintain, but 
1h::spite this it seems that a more economic sys
tem of ·w:a ter supply should be possible. 

CULTIVATION METHODS 

Cultivation methods in California do not vary 
.greatly from those in Australia. The grower in 
Los Angeles who relied on coucli grass, nitrogen 
:and a lawn mover to maintain his citrus trees 
in good condition bas apparently an essential 
not availab.le to gmwers under community ir
rigation schemes-ian ample supply of water 
which he can use when he needs it. In the 
-:\furrumbidgee irrigation areas some experi
ments of this kind are being carried out with 
·apparent success. 

In view of the increased yield obtained in 
c('alifornia, the control of weed growth and the 
:substitution for cultivation of a spray of oil is 
worth testing out here after the war, when 
'-ni1 is available. 

FERTILISERS 

::\fr. McDougall confirms my own observati'ons 
when he states that the use of chemical fertilis~ 
,ars is practically unknown in California. Techni
..;al experts both in Australia and U.S.A. report 
that phosphates and potash do not affect yields, 
-and that nitrogen only shows results. 

Although lighter yields were forecasted when 
,certain fertiLs.ers were discontinued and others 
were reduced in Australia, record crops have 
been ·obtained fom the vines with practically no 
manure. I am of opinion that the best re
sults are obtained from the appJication of 
artificial manures to those soils which contain 
humus such as ploughed in tic beans. 

In Australia zinc compounds are becoming 
more generally known and used, especially on 
citrus. 

The Australian methods of pruning are in 
advance of those in operation, in California. 
Faulty pruning is the cause of more crop 
losses than is generally known. The Californian 
system of pruning by piece work is not desired 
in Australia. 

Branches ill 

All States 

VINE 'DISEASES 

California and Australia seem to be affected 
\'.·ith the same kind of vine diseases, b_ut copper 
sprays are not used in California, whereas in 
Australia they are relied on to combat black 
spot and downy mildew. It wou,ld be interesting 
to know how these diseases and also the leaf 
hopper are dealt with in California. In Aus
tralia .the damage done last year by the Brown 
Apple iMioth ba,.•' made necessary action by 
growers under the advice of scient:fic experts. 

.AVERAGE YIELDS 
The average yields per· acre of dried currants 

(34.2 cwt.) and dried lexias (Gordos) 34 cwt. 
in the Mildura district are somewhat similar to 
those in California, but the Mildura average 
of sultanas is one ton fresh more to the acre 
than the yield in Fresno. 

There is very little difference between the 
Californian and Australian methods :Of picp ... 
ing, drying and packing. Raisin -seed oil slight. 
ly diluted with mineral oil is used by Australian 
packers in the spraying of seeded raisins. 

PRODUCTION COSTS 

In connection with costs of production, wages 
iu California for a day of eight hours have 
risen from 2,40 dollars (9/4) in 1940 to 6 dol
lars (24/-) in 1944. In Australia the increase 
has been from 11/8 per day in 1940 to 20/
per day in 1944. There may be, as stated by 
Mr. ::\-IcDougaU, a reduction in these rates should 
in the post war period the supply of labour in
crease, and the prices of fruit decline. Improv
ed accommodation for seasonal workers is now 
being provided in Australia as well as in Cali
fornia. An analysis of pre-War costs of pro
duction sho1-vs that in Australia they were about 
£27 per ton, and about £14 per ton in Cali
fornia. Packing costs are lower in Australia 
than in California, but further details of Cali
fornian are required before the difference can 
be ascertained. Although war time costs in 
both countries are of course much higher, it 
b cssenti:ll, in order to maintain decent living 
standards that Australia should increase yields, 
improve quality, and retain the tariff prefer
ences in the United Kingdom, Canada and New 
Zealand. 

COMPARATIVE PRICES 

The average annual price paid to growers in 
California for sultanas for the eight years re
fen·eU to by Mr. McDougall was £20 per ton, as 
c0mpared with £44 per ton in Australia. Organ
ised marketing and tariff preferences are main
iy responsible for the higher price in Australia. 
Ill California the returns to growers are ser
iously affected by the lack of co-operation be
tween pl'oducers and distributors and the ab
sence of orderly marketing. 

1Vith regard to farm incomes-whilst 35 to 40 
acres are necessary to give a grower an eco~ 
llomic living in California 20 acres is considered 
t0 be sufficient in Australia. It is estimated 
that a grower ori 15 acres in Australia works 
139 hours per acre as against 64 hours in Cali· 
fornia, probably the large area the grower is 
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forced to work is responsible for 
turns in the United States. 

' 
MARKETING 

the low re-

l\!r. McDougall's references to marketing raise 
some important points. The consumption in 
r.S.A. of 2t lbs. of raisins per head is under 
half that of the United Kingdom, Canada, Aus~ 
tralia or N.Z. The best way to get the retailer 
to stock dried fruits and push it over the coun
ter and realise a profit is by judicious adver
tising and by fixing stable prices rising as the 
season advances. Planning for the marketing 
in post war years of dried fruits on an inter
national basis should now be undertaken. The 
pre-\var yearly sale to the Continent of Europe 
of 75,000 tons should be resumed provided the 
fruit can be paid for. 

As to tree fruits, experiments in dehydration 
and better methods of processing are now being 
conducted, .and the improvement in appearance 
and quality of the fn1it is astonishing. The 
possibilities in this direction must have the 
attention of our commercial packers, in fact 
all our processes should tend towards improve
ment in quality and get-up. 

WORLD CONTROL OF IMPORTS 
According to the "California Fruit News" of 

22nd. July, 1944, a meeting of the Dried Fruit 
and Nut interests was to be held on 25th. July 
last in San Fr-ancisco, when Mr. L. A. Wheeler! 
Director Df the Office of Foreign AgricuJtura 
Relations, and Mr. F. A. ~iatz, International 
Fruit Specialist, in the Department were to 
speak on the question of an extensive world 
system of Govern:rhent control of imports based 
on annual quotas and allor.ations by different 
countries of the world. This address should 
be of interest, and I hope it will be published. 
It is a subject· in which the AustralLn Dried 
Fruits Imlustry is vitally interested, and we 
would wekome a lead from California on the 
problem. 

APPOINTMENT OF 
COMMITTEES 

In accordance with the 1practice folloW'ecl 
in previous years, three Committees (ResoluM 
tion, Press and Finance) were appointed at 
Federal CounCil. 

The following comprises the prsonnel of 
these Committees:-

RESOLUTION COMMITTEE 
Messrs P. Malloch (Convenor), H~ R. Jones 

and L. G. Cameron. 
PRESS COMMITTEE 

Messrs J. ,H. Gordon (Convenor), 'J. B. 
Murdoch and A RawLngs. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

~-'Iessrs D. C. Winterbottom (Convenor), A. 
Rawlings, A. E. Hazel, J. R. Jemison, E. N . 
Seary, K. H. C. M-cCallum, J. Van Velsen, J. J. 
Murdoch, H. H. Goodman, 'R. Curren, J. W. A. 
McGregor, J. Henshilwood, J. L. Wetherall, A. 
J. Champion, E. J. Casey, N. W. Willington and 
R. J. r-eron. · 

Less than half of every £100 earned in the 
United Kingdom is spent on living costs. Ta~ 
es acc0u·nt for £36, and savings for £19, leav
ing £45 for living expenses. The correspond
ing figures for 1938 were:-Living costs £71:. 
taxes £23, and savings £6. 

Britain's small savings increased between 
six and sevenfold from 1938 to 1943. This vol
untary reduction in ,purchasing power has 
enabled well over half the national income to 
be spent on the war without an inflation 
developing. 

Agents ill 

. All Districts 

FIRE, MARINE. ACCIDENT, LIVE STOCK. WORKERS' COMPENSATION, CROP, STOCK, STACK, AND MOTOR CAR 
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Report on Finances of the Association 
Before the appointment of the finance committee, Mr. P. Malloch said that 

it was usual to appoint to it the chairman of each branch, although that practice 
was not always foeowed. The appointment of chairmen of branches had !he 

· advantage that the very full discussions which took place at the Finance Com
mittee on matters not mentioned in Council could be carried back to branches 
by the chairmen as additional information. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, . Chairman of the 
Finance Committee, reported as follows:-

HEAD OFFICE ACCOUNTS 

The total expenditure for the year was 
£4,649, against £4,758 the previous year. 

Your committee have examined the exM 
(l'enditure accounts and find them so similar 
to the last year's, that they feel they do not 
-call for comment, except the item "Adelaide 
Representative £150.'' It is recommended that 
with neW arrangements being made, the cost 
should not exceed £75. 

The revenue collected shows a -considerable 
increase, levies showing £14,8121 against 
£8,486 last year, while receipts from interest 
amount to £890, against £589 last year. 

The record tonnage and earlier realisations 
account for the incr.ease received from levies 
paid, as the amount to come from this source 
is only £3,282, against £5,156 last year. 

The balance sheet shows a very substan
tial addition to the association funds. 

Cash at banks standing at £18,053, against 
£5,645 last year, and investments in war loans 
were increased by £7,000, standing at £25,9941 

against £l8,994 last year. Th:s increase has 
come from the balance from the revenue ac
count of £ 11,-o52, .and cash obtained from the 
repayment of advances made to .M.I.D.A. The 
advances to M.I.D.A. this year stand at £10,867, 
against £53,064 last year, the reduction being 
brought about by the liquidation of some assets. 

Mr. P. Malloch, President of Murray In
dustries Develop-ment Association Limited, at
tended and .submitted a report on the opera-. 
tions and financial statement, and announced 
that the association is now arranging the pur
c:hase of guaranteed 5 IPer cent. preference 
shares, which at the present time are a con-
tingent liability. · 

Your committee recommend the adoption 
of the report. 

Your committee recommend the adoption 
of Head Office Accounts, and the Secretary's 
Report. 

ALLOWANCES AND EXPENSES 

Your committee recommend that the al
lowances _to board members remain the same 
aa last year. , 

AllOwances to council members be increas· 
ed from 35/ to £2/2/ per day, commencing 
With this meeting. 

LEVY FOR 1945. 
Your -committee rocommend that the levy 

for the 1945 season remain at 3/ -per ton, of 
which 6d per ton is returned to branches. 

. Considerable discussion took place on the 
question of all growers contributing to organ
isation costs, and delegates feel the board 
should make efforts to collect from all growers. 

Mr. \Vinterbottom, continuing, said:-\Ve 
did not actually discuss the Secretary's rB!J;ort, 
but it is in the same form as the previous 
year's. I took it that the committee accepted 
it in that -form, which is available for publica
tion in the press. The reference to the 
amounts contributed to the association's funds 
is based vn the p,osition in S'outh AustraLa, 
'but plans will be made to bring g1·owers into 
line with the association policy. With regard 
to the levy, application can be made to the 
buard where branches are in financial diffi-cul-

ttes, and these all;plications will be consid-ered 
on their merits. On this understanding the 
levy was recommended to be the same as last 

· year-3/ p,er ton. 

ASSISTANCE TO SMALL BRANCHES 

Mr. A. R. Lawrence (Nyah) .-Mr. Winter
bel~ tom's remarks about branches in difficulties 
for finance and applications to' the board being 
fava.rably considered raises an old question. 
There are certain branches in the industry 
that cannot live on the:.r 6d per ton from head 
office, and theY- see fit to strike a levy on their 
own growers, a·nd continue to collect that le-vy. 
If some branches do not strike a lo·cal levy 
and come to the board for help-, the other 
branches might be influenced to sto-p the local 
tevy and go to the board too. 

Mr. A. J. Chapman (Nuriootpna).-In the 
South Australian non-irrigated areas we have 
all small branches, and we have not made any 
application to the board since the commence
ment of the war. Quite important work is 
b.eing done by these branches, whose officials 
are putting their hands in their pockets in the 
tnter.ests of growers. We do not thi-nk that it 
would be ap-propriate to make a levy on the 
local growers. The success of the association 
is bound up with the stability of membership, 
and a few /POUnds from the general funds would 
help to mainta:n that stability. 

Mr. A. Poppleton (Redcliffs).-There is a 
levy for local defence work in the Mildura 
district. 

M1·. R. Curren (Berri) .-The non-irrigated 
areas a1·e spread over a wide area, hu-ndreds 
of miles apart, which means that individuals 
are spe,nding money in the interests of the 
association~ I thought that the arrangement 
made some years ago for these areas was a 
permanent one. 

Mr. Winterbottom.~If a small branch has 
not sufficient funds it should make applica
tion to the board and each application receiv
ed will be dealt with on its merits. 

ADELAIDE OFFICE EXPENSES 

M1·. H. D. Howie (Renmark) .-So far, ·the 
question of the Adela:de office has not come 
before the board-it will be considered· at a 
sitting this afternoon. Although there has not 
been a regular call on the Adelaide office for 
the last 18 mouths, it cannot be closed alto· 
gether. An organisation such 'as ours must 
have a centre in a big producing State like 
South Australia. All the time, there are trad
ing compla:nts which must be dealt with in 
some centre. I am not averse to cutting down 
expenses, but it is going to cost you some 
money whomever you employ. As regard.s the 
appointment of Mr. Haynes's son, we have 
come to the stage, not only with some of our 
officers and some of our representatives, when 
we will have o educate members of the young· 
e~· generation in readiness for the future, and 
give them .an opportunity of [proving- their 
worth or otherwise. Mr. Haynes's predecessor, 
Mr. Oldham, was paid £300 a year. Mr. 
Haynes at first rece.ved £100, and then £150. 
Vle could saY that there w.-ere periods when 
£150 was adequate, ·periods when it was not. 
The Adelaide office should not be judged on a 
period when we are operating in a quiet man-

ner. When we resume. normal trade and come
to the question of rise and falls we must have 
the staff to do t:fie work PrCJlperlY. In the· 
meantime, an organisation like ours -cannot 
carry on without an Adelaide office. 

Mr. P. Malloch (Irymple).-The £75 fni 
question would not pay the rent of .an office in 
the city. If this recommendation is adopted,. 
and we are tied down to £75, we may nOt b& 
able to make the arrangements that could be 
made otherwise. I would suggest that the r.e-· 
port might be amended by altering the £75 to 
£150 for the time being. '1 know that it is an: 
unpalatable thing to ask the finance committe&· 
to alter its recommendations, but I suggest that 
it did not know all the ·Circumstances. I shall! 
not mind if it does not, as the Board so far· 
has not considered the matter. 

Mr. J. R. Jemiso_n (Ramco).-The reading
of this recommendation is that the co-st of the· 
Adelaide- office should not exceed £75. The 
door is left open. That is our recommenda
tion on the information befo-re the committee 
at the time of its cOns:deration. The recom
mendation says that the cost "should not" 
exceed £75, not that it "shall not'' exceed £75_ 
You may during the- year, because of altered 
circumstances, find it necessary to do other
wise. 

Mr. E. N. Seary (Renmark).-The Adelaide 
office was costing us £150. It was agreed 
by the committee that the Adelaide office was 
still necessary. We considered at first indicat
ing a range of £75 or £100, and I do not think 
that the committee would mind if the higher 
figure were adopted. I do not like the idea of 
senior members of the Board of Management 
asking us now to agree to £150 for Adelaide, 
but we could agree to £100 now, and leave it 
to the Board to raise it when, in its discreti011• 
the rise and fall conditions operate, and when 
Mr. Haynes's son becomes a little more ex
perienced to warrant an increase in salary. 

Mr. Howie.-The recommendation could 
l18.Yc advised as little expenditure as possible. 

Mr. H. H. · Goodman (Woorinen) .-The 
committee thought that the recommendation 
:egarding l h·e Ad-elaide office should be embod4 

ied in the ra]..:'li"L This discussion has been· 
going on for some years, and the South Aus
trai:an represer..tatives thought the amount 
should be reduced. 

Mr. M.alloch.-Eliminate the words, ''not 
exceeding £ 75" .and insert the words ·"to be 
reduced.'' 

Mr. Wi:llterbottom.-These repres-entations 
were so stro-ng, and as it was a South Aus
tralian matter, I felt that it should go into the 
report. 

Mr. Hov.-ie.-Is it a South Australian ma
ter? It is a matter for the Fed-eral Associa
tion. 

Mr. Winterbottom.-This places me in a 
very difficult Position. I am wondering how 
far our South Australian friends will help us 
to get over it. The· Victorian members w.ere 
not very concerned over the position. 

Mr. Malloch.-! move the adoption of the 
rep01·t with the alteration that the words "not 
exceeding £ 75'' be eLminated and "be reduced'' 
be inserted in their place. 

Mr. K. H. C. McCallum (Redcliffs).-Sec
onded the ai:nendment. 

Mr. A. Rawlings (Merbein).-If I were on 
the Board and the Adaliade office -cost £150 or 
£200 I would explain the case and leave it to 
the Council. Do your job in Adelaide in the 
intel"ests of the industry and report back to 
Council. 

Mr. J. B. Murdoch (Waikerie) .-I know the· 
Adelaide office has done good Work. There 
>vere periods 1vhen the allowance was adequate. 
One of the younger generation is comi'Ilg in, 
and it was right in the circumstances to start 
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'him off with a redUction. The amount re·pre· 
-sents less than 30/ a week for the Australian 
activities of the Adelaide office. As a South 
Australian member I believe in a reduction, but 

.--as a Board member I do not believe in an 

.-arbitrary reduction. 

Mr. Winterbottom.-Could you say that the 
--cost of the Adalaide office should not · exceed 
£100 at present? 

Mr .. Jemison.-At [present the recommen· 
·dation is not tying you down. It says that if 
the new arrangement is made the cost should 
not exceed £75. That is our opinion. To
morrow morning, if in your opinion, the cost 
·should go to £200, we have no kick coming. 
I have left the door open to you, and you will 
~nave all the circumstances before you. If you 
say in your opinion we are wrong, if y-ou pay 
£10.0 now, all you have to do is to repo.rt the 

, circumstances to the :next Council. 
Mr. Malloch.~The court having interpreted 

:Its own decision I withdraw the amendment. 
Mr. Winterbottom.~! am glad that Mr. 

.Jemison has found a way -o-ut. I hope the com· 
ments have been recorded, and we can carry 
,on. 

Mr. Seary.-It should be rejported to the 
'Council that Mr. Winterbottom gave the com· 
mittee very full expla-nations of what was re· 
quired, and that we fully endorse the accounts 
o-f Head Office. 

COuncil then agreed that the report of the 
finance committee, including the statement of 
.head office accounts, be adopted. 

After the presentation of the report, the 
Chairman (Mr. L. B. O'Donnell) invited general 
discussion -on ·any points raised. 

"DEFERRED MAINTENANCE PROVISION 

AND DRAINAGE 

Mr. A. E. Hazel (Redcliffs) .-Is there any 
woint of interest in ·connection with the subject 
.of deferred maintenance. 

Mr. P. Malloch.-The matter of deferred 
maintenance was .niferred to the Briard of 
Management to make the necessary repreBen· 
tations to the Government, which has brought 
in a Bill that has passed the second reading. 
'The Bill, which is not yet an Act, ·provides that 
growers will be. allowed in the year · ending 
June, 19415, to make a deduction representing 
replacements 'they have been unable tq make 
.o-n their property, not o-nly for the last twelve 
months, but also for three years prior to that. 
'This deduction will include depreCiation' in 
assets that has taken [place through lack of 
. application of manure and the maintenance o-f 
trellises, racks, channels, sheds and plant. If 
can be ·quite a substa·ntial deduction, but, as is 
usual in all matters connected with taxation, 
there is a sting in the tail. You have to make 
·up a list of items to be submitted for approval 
or disapproval. The list -can be altered in part 
-.or even added to by the Taxatio-n .Commissioner. 
Whatever ·amo-unt is arrived at, you have to 
send the Treasury a cheque which remains 
with it until six months' •notice has been given 
or until six months after the war. When the 
cheque is returned, the amount is add.ed to 
your income for the year. I have analysed 
the iiJOSition carefully, and, allowing for the 
loss of the use of the money at 3 per cent., in 
.conjunctio-n with the incidence of taxation 
·when the money is refunded, the grower on an 
average income of £600 is exactly £1 wo-rse 
. off at the end of the time than if· he had not 
:taken advantage of the Concession. 

Mr. Howie.-Not all members of the board 
hav.e made the same approaCh as Mr. Malloch. 
I know that Mr. Gordo-n has given the proposal 
some study, We contemplate submitting it to 
.our auditors for their views. 

Mr. A. R. Lawrence.-! was under the im
·pression that the money so deducted co-uld be 
taken up in bonds and the grower could draw 
the interest on it. 

Mr. Mallo·ch.-We suggested that the money 
·be put into bonds, but they would ·not agree. 

Mr. A. POIIJPleton.-I do not know whether 
it is right to put drainage and drainage pipes 
in the income tax return. 

Mr. Howie.-That matter has been taken 
up with the Commissioner of . Taxation, who 
was asked by the" board to bring i-n a -common 
ruling, as some States were allowing drainage 
as a deduction, and some were .not, and as 
under Section 65 there was proVision for the 
cost of such work being deiducted. In the 
absence of the Deputy Commissioner of Taxa
tio-n from· South Australia; I met two of "his 
officers, and while they are opposed to the 
inclusion of drainage, I was able to give them, 
good reasons for it.· I understand that there 
is; to be a conference of Deputy 'l;'axation Com~ 

FEDERAL COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN 

Mr. L, B. O'Donnell (Curlwaa) was 
again elected Chairman of the Federal 
Council Meeting. 

Mr. O'Donnell, in returning thanks fo;r 
the :honor delegates had do.ne him in 
again electing him chairman said that he 
had found the task an easy one because 
of the way delegates co·operated with 
the chair. He referred to the fact that 
the secretary (Mr. W. N. Sumner) who 
had not been enjoying the best of health, 
was back with them, and the express·ed 

MR. L. B. O'DONNELL 

the plea,.sure o-f all delegates at Mr. 
Sumne.r-'s return. 

Mr. Sumner thanked the ·chairmari. and 
;;;delegat·es for their kindly references to 

himself. He said that it was a plea· 
sure to be back at his work, and, although 
he was not one. hundred per cent. fit yet, 
he was making a very steady progress to
that end. 

NEW DELEGATES 

The chairman welcomed delegates at. 
tending the Council meeting for the first 
time, pointing out that the Council meet
ing was the annual meeting of growers 
in the dried fruits industry discussing 
problems of the industry· as a whole. 
The object of the conference was to af. 
foTd a full and free opPortunity ·of 'dele • 
gat·es ·expressing the opinions of districts 
they represented and he was sure that 
new delegates would have that opportun
ity. 

missioners who will discuss a common ruling 
on drainage. 

Mr. J. H. Gordo-n.-On the subject of de· 
ferred maintenance, I have been informed that 
there· is something in it for the. grower, and 
the Board is going on with its inquiry. The 
Treasurer has stated in the House that the in· 
tention· of the Go-ver·nment is that a grower will 
have a deferred maintenanc-e all-owance that 
will mean something to him, and that the 
grower should not be taxed at the higher rate 
because he could not Si:Pend the money. The 
Treasurer promised to examine all the anoma.a 
lies that had been mentioned. I would not 
like grow·ers to think that the provision for 
deferred maintenance will not be of use to 
them. I hope that by continuing our rep-re· 
sentations it will eventually be of some use to 
us. 

The Bgard of Management's report was 
received and adopted. 

Condensation To Reserve 
Newsprint 

As is usually the case many of the 
items brought before ·the Federal Council 
Annual Meeting were referred ·to the Board 
of Management, and dealt with by that 
body. 

To conserve newsprint Federal Coun
cil discussion on some of these items has 
been omitted, but they are dealt with at 
length in The Activities ·of the Associ a .. 
tion report in this issue. 

STEEL FOR DIPTINS 

Difficulties Of Supplies 
Stressed 

u 

At Federal Council the position of dip
tins for the Industry was raised by the 
River Council of· S.A. In the discussion 
that ensued delegates were given fuil de~ 
tails of the difficulties b.eing encountered 
in sec ring the necessary steel for manu
facture of these essential supplies. 

Mr. J. Van Velse-n.-Our packing company 
gave the manufacturer of diptins the number 
that it thought would be required for the co-m~ 
ing season, and shortly afterwards it was in
formed that it would be, able to get only 50 
per cent. owing to the shortage. Apparently 
there is no difficulty in galvanisi·ng these tins. 
which are only sheet steel. 

Mr. R. Curren.-It is intended that this 
rna tter be referred to the Board of Manag~ 
ment for actio-n On the same lines as the gro-w
ers' requirements handled by the board ac
cording to Mr. Sumner's report last year. 

FIFTY PER CENT. CUT 

M1·. H. D. Howie.-Last year we finally 
satisfied the sheds on wire netting. They had 
been cut down by 50 per cent. on what was 
originally required. There ·was a request that 
we try to obtain more, but the department told 
us that We -did not have any hope of success. 
It said that the industry had had more wire 
netting and d~p ti-ns in the last few years than 
ever before .. 

Mr. Sumner.-The position with regard to 
black steel sheets is that when we lodged our 
apptcation with Materials··, Sl.Jipply, it told us 
that it could not supply more than 50 per cent. 
of what was wanted. There ·is .no chance of 
getting mnre sheet steel this year. A big part 
of the order has not been rolled yet. A good 
deal of it will he ready next month. After 
that we face the IIJroblem of getting freight. 
It is difficult for people to understand how 
sho-rt suppli_es can become . 

SPACE NEEDED FOR COAL 

For five weeks there was not one single 
case of galvanised .iron coming into Victoria, 
as the Government had given instructions that 
nothing was then to be sent by boat or by rail 
but coal. 

We cTo not know when you will get the 
shipment of these steel sheets-we hope, in 
November. On the question of supplies for 
Australia, the black steel sheets were allotted 
on the basis of 50 per cent. of the o-rd.ers. If 
they had been allotted on the basis of 1942, 
the basis for other commodities, Victoria 
would have been entitled to 73 p.er cent., in· 
stead of the 66 per cent. allotted, and ~eouth 
Australia entitled to 27 per cent., whereas they 
are getting 34 per cent. From these figures 
it can be seen that South Australia is getting 
a f~ir deal. I do not think that we have any 
chance of· getting any further suptPlies this 
year . 

FREIGHT DEL.AYS 

Mr. D. c. Winterbottom.-Nyah has al· 
ready obtained some black sheets. Mildura so 
far has had none, and we are in the position 
of not having a sheet in stock. We hop"" that 
the 50 per cent. will arrive soon, as otherwise 
it will be of no help to us. We offered to cart 
ours from Menindie, but to no purwose. The 
rail ways take so long to allocate trucks that 
it may be n.ext season before they get round to 
us. The shipping a-nd freight positio:zi is acute. 

Mr. Curren.-We thought two years earlier 
that we got very little. There is considerable 
depreciation on dip tins1 IIJarticularly when 
used by the labor now available, whereas they 
w.ere handled carefully years ago ·by ·Competent 
hands. 

The Secretary.-We are 'doing our' very 
best, but we are faced with an ·impossible posi· 
tion. If you .could make the coalminers wOrk, 
we might hav.e a chance of getting what you 
want. 

The, Chairman.-We can take Mr. Sum
representations it can on the subject. 
ner's assurance that the po_sition is be:hlg 
watched and that the Board will make what 
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Manpower Position For 1945 Harvest 
At Federal Council the Mildura District Council sponsored 

an early start be made in preparation for the 1945 harvest. 
discussion ensued:-

a proposal that 
The following 

Mr. R. J. Bradford.-We in Red Cliffs are 
particularly concerned about the manpower 
;jposition. We have debated how to overcome 
many of the difficulties that were evident, and 
we have imparted our knowledge to the Gov
d:rnment, to the Min:ster himself, and have 
been in constant communication with the De
partment of ManpoWer. Our chief result so 
far has been nicely worded letters and illus
tr~tions of how to avoid the issue. We are 
anxious that an early start be made by the· 
Government so that· those responsible can co· 
ordinate any labor that may be available. What 
is more important is the type· of labor sent to 
take off the harvest. The nondescri)pt labor 
that the GoVernment has sent from the metro
polis has been responsible for slowing up the 
harvest operations, as can be sho~n by the 
record quantity of fruit passed through the 
dehydrators. We have had two seasons rather 
conducive to quick drying conditions. Should 
the weather break we may lose hundreds of 
tons of fruit. We had old men who by. all the 
laws of nature should not haye been working, 
and irrespons~ble youths Would not work if 
they could he~p it. A rural pool of labor should 
00 provided under the Minister of Labor and 
Agriculture whereby teams of men ca:n be 
transported to any point where rural commodi
ties require quick handling to avoid loss. The 
three points that I would like t6 emphasise are 
that we make an early start with regard to the 
co-ard~nation of the labor available, that the 
type of labor is also imtportant, and that a rural 
pool of labor be ereated. 

Mr. A. Poppleton.-We all. know the pro
blems of obtaining able-bodied ma-npower. Some 
at us are wondering whether the reduction in 
O.C.C. wersonnel will help the situation. I see 
that so-me munition W'orkers are being turned 
ou.t,. and it may now be an opportune time to 
go ahead. Consideration might be given to the 
idea of starting camps for workers in each 
oentre. 

PRIORITIES NEEDED 

Mr. J. L. Wetherall-The problem is one 
atfecting South Australia as much as Victoria 
and New South Wales. We do not know where 
our labor is Coming from. I realise that the 
type of labor is interior. · We cannot get re
leases from the army as we are not on a good 
enough priority. Only 5 1per ·cent. of the ap
pLcations for release were approved, after hav
ing been recommended by the looal National 
Servi·ce Officer. As regards the labor in the 
munitions works, they are not a bit better than 
we had from -national service officers last year. 
We cannot rev-ert to the labor likely to come 
from the farming areas during the dry seasons. 
From my experience in handling the labor for 
our district over three years, I say that we 
need a better pr~ority, even to bring B class 
men out of the army. 

Mr. J. H. Gordon.-The E-XJport Control 
Board and the State Board took this matter up 
recently. The chairman of our Mildura grow
ers' committee, Mr. Messenger. returned from 
Melbourne a few days ago. There he saw 
everybody he could possibly get in touch with, 
including Colonel Parkes, who handled the army 
camps. There was a very successful army 
camp at Shepparton last year. The army at
titude to this matter is that no army grOUJps 
will be released, but if they at·e· Shepparton 
will have priority. The Minister for Commerce 
and Agricultur.e, Mr. Scully, or the Cabinet it
s-elf. should say what they are going to do. We 
must get the fruit off. If the army seasonal 
releases are stopped this year, anti none of 
~ 18 year-old group are able to CO·n;te, the 

positi·on in the coming season will be far worse 
than last year. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom.-We know that 
·the labor question is d"fficult, but we want to 
give some of these people cr.edit for what they 
have done for us. Last year the industry had 
a record crop of 103,000 tons. We picked it 
and packed it. We had a lot to dehydrate, but 
the season broke down at the end of April. 
At that stage, growers threw up their hands 
and left the fruit for dehydration. Yet the 
sheds at this stage have never been em
ptier than they are to-day. The authorities 
certainly accompLshed something, and we do 
not want to abuse them as if they had done 
nothing. Last year we did not want them to 
send along iDeople who would come only for 
less than a month. They now tell us that they 
could have had a much bigger number of people 
if we had taken those willing to come for a 
fortnight, and this is one pool that will be open 
to us. Another thing is that in Victoria last 
year those disastrous bush fires cost us a lot 
of manpower from the. rural pool, as labor was 
diverted to put out fires, and help in recon
struction work. There will be more labor from 
the l'riallee than last year. W.e need to be fair 
to the government men. In the packing houses 
we have not had the same labor difficulties as 
they have had in lVf.elbourne. Our National Ser· 
Yice Office1· has given us all the he~p he can. 

BOARD'S STATEMENT 

~'vi1·. H. D. Howie read the follov.•ing state
m.eut on manpower:-

Delegates can be assured that the quesifon 
of manpower is a very burning one with thtt 
Board of Management, and that there is never 
a meeting when this subject is not discussed. 
Considerable thought has been given to the 
question of manpower for the dried fruits in
dustry, and at the August meeting of the board, 
the following resolution was carried:-

"This board views with concern the likeli
hood of there being ~nsufiicient labor available 
for the 1945 harvest) .and urges tha~ the Com
monwealth Government places the dried fruits 
industry in a highet' priority in regard to all 
army releases, and available manpower for 
harvesting purposes." 

As the result of this 1·esolution, the position 
was very fully eXlplored, and it was decided that 
as Food Control are taking such au active part 
in the manpower question, we should appro.ach 
them. A conference was arranged fo·r Sep
tember 22, when representatives from the Co.rn
monwealth Dried Fruits Control Board, the 
State Dried F'mit .Boards and the A.D.F.A. met 
representatives of Food Control, a:nd the ques
tion o:l' manpower was very fully d.·scussed. 
The industry representatives ::Pointed out that 
>V'hilst we w:ere not complaining regarding the 
treatment received during the 1944 season, we 
were apprehensive as to the labor position for 
1945, particularly if a serious br.eak in the 
weather occurred during the harvesting period. 
It was also requested that apart from the labo1· 
for harvesting, consideration should be given to 
making the right class of labor available in 
the packing houses for dehydration, in the 
event of an adverse season. 

The authorities said they could not disguise 
the fact that· the· Labor ,:position generally was 
somewhat worse than in: 1944, but they did not 
expect the industries such as the dried fruits 
industry would not be able to secure the neces
sary labor for harvesfng, although they stress
ed the point that, where growers did not have 
the accommodation for workers, it would be 

extremely difficult to make prov1s1on for the· 
necessary labor. In this regard they under--· 
took to confer with the Department of War 
Organisation of Industry, to make the neces-
sary materials available for the building of: 
workers huts. 

Packing houses have been circularized, ask-
ing them to give consideration to the question. 
of accommodation for workers, and to plac~ 
their orders with their usual suppliers, at the· 
same tiine sending a- copy of the orders to head. 
office, so that Food Control may assist in secur
ing the necessary materials. 

The deputation felt that they can rely on. 
Food Control- doing everything in their ,power 
to make i:he necessary labor available for the· 
1945 harvest. 

M1·. Howie added that growers should make· 
provision for accommodation even if they could 
not undertake board, but they were being ask-
ed to board the workers as well. 

The Se·cretary (l\1r. Vil. N. Sumner).-We
have made strong representations for a rural 
pool of labor. The authorities have all the· 
details of our requirements, and they know 
where it is available. They gave us the assur
ance that they would see that this industry 
would get as much labor as it was possible to; 
make available. 

FOOD CONTROL ATTITUDE 

~Mr. H. R . .Jones.-When we met represen .. 
tativ.es of Food Control' they· had the liason 
officers with them. I .gathered: that there is no, 
such thing as fixed priorilfes. Cab·:net indica
tes from time to time that certain things are· 
esse·ntial, and immediatery- a priority exists. 
There is no standing priority except fOr the 
dairying industry. The only other priority is 
the one that fits in from sea'Son to season. 
They definitely refute the fllea that any stand· 
ing list exists on which we· may- be advanced. 

Mr. Howie.-That priority exists iu the 
arm::r. 

ACCOMMODATION· ESSENTIAL 

Mr. Jones.-The official's could not giVe us 
anything definite, but they recognised the nec
essity of providing labor fOr the dried' fruits 
crop. They realise the value of the dried fruits 
crop in Australia, to Great Britain and to 
Canada. They stressed very carefully the 
questio·n of accommodation. It was not con· 
sidered that accommodation in South Australia 
\Yas equal to that provid'ed in Victoria. The 
officials stressed the necessity of South Aus· 
tralian growers increasing the accommodation 
available at harvest time. We discussed the 
feeding of these men. If a man is offered a 
job where he ·can get fed', th-ey ask, whi'ch i's 
he going to take? They take the a:ttitude that 
it we help ourselves we can relieve- our labor 
difficulties. 

Mr. A. E. HazeL-Accommodati'O'Il ill the 
Red Cliffs district righted itself.· We found 
that meii with accommodation for 5 or 6 men 
had to take women workers who could not be 
accommodated in the same numher under those 
conditions. Growers were alright as far as 
accommodating men was concerned. The ac· 
commodat:on will be much better in our dis
trict than it was previously. 

Mr. Cameron.-Accommo·dation aPtiJears to 
be vitaL People will come and stay if condi
tions are good. It appears that we should con
centrate on making available the required ac
commodatioll, but we still come up against the 
difficulty of gett'ng materials. 

Mr. Howie.-That oughf not to be so. 
Mr. Sumner.-V:.re stressed the question of 

materials with Food Control, which said that 
it would use its utmost endeavours with the
\Val· Organisation of Industry to have the 

materials ma:de available. A circular was sent 
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to the packers asking them to take up the 
question of material supplies. We have had 
'Very few replies. I am afraid galvanised i.ron 
will not be available because of the demand 

,Qf the services. 

PREFABRICATED MATERIALS 

Mr. J. Henshilwood.-We can get .prefabri
q:ated materials made available to accommo· 
·date three picker-s at a cost of £43, erected on 
the property. These materials include a cor
,:rugated, lead-finish, painted iron roof,· fibro
·.cement sides and wooden floors. I contend 
that if a man could get these materials him· 
.self he could erect a hut for six Pickers for 
that money. We were told that our accomm:O· 
·dation should be fly-and-mosquito proof, but a 
.·hut built' of these. prefabricated materials, 
which have been approved by the de,partment, 
leaves a space of several inches under the roof, 

'This was put up in Melbourne, and set up with 
the approval of the department. If we built 

.;such a hut ourselves, the department would 

. say it was not satisfactorily flyMproof. There 
is nO reason why we should be fleeced in our 

.endeavours to provide the desired accommoda· 
tion 

Mr. Rawlings.-It is impo.Ssi~le to get any 
.set of growers to give their final details. If 
they would only state their requirements they ,. 
w·ould get their materials in time. There are 

.three sources of labor-the army, dire-cted 
labor and voluntary labor. We have had a big 
_percentage of the voluntary labor. There are 
~no actual priorities. If w.e are in a position to 
say that we have the accommodation we have 
that advantage over other sections. An avM 

-enue that we ·could explore is the farmers, some 
"of whom are being directed to· Melbourne. 
.Appeals are made to workers to talre a fr.ee tri!P 
to Mil dura for £5 to £ 7· a week. We need to 
send a man down to say whether those that 
are attracted by this type of appeal are suit
.able or not, and the same with the army labor. 
We want to get our share of the three labor 

. .POOlS. 

Mr. Sumner.-As regards the fly-wire re
ferred to by Mr. Henshilwood, the1;e is none of 
it available for civilian requirements. The 
services demand is so great that manufactur
·ers cannot sujpply it. 

Mr. He:nshilwood.-The· department still 
insists that the grower makes his accommoda.: 
tion fiy-[proof. 

Mr. Gord.on.-We have got through our 
-<erops fairly well, even if it has -been costly. 
w.e have not had any damaging rains for three 
,years running. We must now discuss this 
matter in the light of a reasonable possibility 
,of a fairly early break in the weather. What 
.is going to happen to the class of labor we re
-ceive if we cannot get the .goo·d men out of the 
..army-the men who will stick to us. The far
mers will ,;;ay that they will come, but they 
probably have 500 acres of oats ready to put 
in the moment it r.ains. As soon as 70 points 
·Dr an inch of rain falls the farmers will go. 
As to the voluntary labor, we have had two good 
_years, but if we get a series of real hot days, 
the youths and other types of voluntary labor 
will go back, as work under those conditions 
would not ·be a holiday in an oasis. It would 
be a different sto:.-y if we .could get good men 
-out of the army. The manpower authorit:i,.es 
are doing their best, but we should realise that 
there are all .the factors f01.· a real smash tn 
<OUr industry. 

Council then decided that an early start 
be made to (1) co-ordinate the labor available, 
and (2) that the right tYl:pe of labor be made 
available ·by 'government and manpower auth~ 
orities, and (3) that a rural ·.pool of labor be 
advocated. 

The resolution "That the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Areas be included in any manpower 
allotted to the Dried Wruits Industry,'' 
was withdrawn after a short ,explanation by 
Mr. Hudson. 

uMY LOVE MUST WAIT" 
The story of Matthews Flinders' life, his 
loves, his· ups and downs, and above all 

his remarkable ~plrlt. 

By Ernestine Hill 
Author of uw.ater Into Gold," "The GNat 

A~st.rallan L~nellneas," . .etc. 

ROBERTSON ~ MULLENS, 
MELBOURNE 

Enquire at your nearest Bookseller 

Prune Growers And A.D.F.A. 
Recently the A.D.F.A. placed before the Prices Commissioner some further 

details regarding the need to adjust . the price fixation scheme in such a way 
that the stability, built up by the Association, would be preserved in an industry 
that was largely built up by the repatriation of Diggers from the last war. The 
following resume of the case submitted is an education th-at should be fully 
assimilated by any grower of prunes who must ultimately depend, as in the past 
decade, on the strength of organisation. The resume is as follows:-
About 10 years ago the Prune Industry in 

Australia was in a somewhat parlous condition 
due to inability of growers to secure returns i'n 
any way commensurate with costs of production. 
The tonnage of prunes had been increased very 
substantially due to the Soldier Settlements in 
New South Wales (Young District and Mur
rumbidgee Irrigation Areas) coming into bear
ing . 

Efforts had been made by .grovter organisa
tions in the New South Wales districts to se
cure outlets for their products. The Young dis
trict had even gone to the extent of initiating 
a door-to-door distribution for housewives in 
New South Wales and Queensland. The result, 
nowever, was disastrous from the financial point 
of view of the growers, as it was found that the 
cost of di·stribution und.er the methods adopted 
was so heavy that growers- in one year, after 
securing an advance at the commencement of 
the season of -!d. · per lb., got a debit at the 
do_se of the year. 

Representations were 1then made to this 
Association, and as a Tesult of several confer
ences which ~'ltere held, it was agreed that the 
A.D.F . .A. would bring prunes under the scope 
of its organised marketing plan, and prunes 
were listed for the first time ;by the Associa
tion in 1933. The po·sition frOm then on im
p-roved substantiallY, notwithstanding that in 
some of the peak years of production it was 
found necessary to export substantial propor
tions of the pack to overseas markets at prices 
which were considerably below the rates which 
had been established in Australia. 

Dealers and jobbers who were interested 
in prunes prior to the listing of the line by the 
A.D.F.A. were naturally reluctant to relinquish 
their trade, and made every effort to maintain 
their connections with growers, cash purchase 
prices advancing in accordance with the in
creased returns and higher price level establish
ed by the Association. Years In which export 
''~as· necessary to clear stocks, however, gave 
dealers not connected with the Association an 
opportunity iof improving their poSition by 
avoiding export, and this led to an agitation for 
prunes to be brought under the control of the 
State Boards, who were charged with the duty 
of fixing the quota which could be sold in Aus
tralia. 

The price level established by the Assoc
iation ·bas .always been an umbrella under which 
IJUtside dealers operate. Up to date they have 
represE>nted a comparatively small prOportion of 
the pack, and it will, therefore, be recognized 
that a ready market could be found for their 
product by offering direct to retailers or the 
smaller wholesalers at prices generally a little 
below A.D.F.A. rates. 

This state of affairs continued until the ad
vent of purchasing of large quantities of prunes 
for various branches of the Services engaged 
iu the present WJar, and the fact that for the 
last few years prunes have been in very short 

supply, due to Service demands, has strengthen
ed the position of the noll-assoCiation cash buyer 
inasmuch as he has had au assured market for 
any fruit purchased at Prices fixed by your De
_pnrtment for either Service or civilian trade. 

We respectively Claim, however, that if the 
policy of organized marketing through the 
wholesale trade was ,not persevered with by this 
.Association, the industry would again rapidly 
lapse into confusion, and further, that it is only 
through the adoption of a policy of marketing 
through recognized wholesale channels which 
ensures supplies being available to storekeepers 
and traders located throughout the length and 
hreadth of Australia. 

It goes without saying that it costs less to 
sell and deliver to large buyers in the Metropoli
tan area than it does to small traders in the 

outback areas, and consequently the trade die
count ns allowed by my Association to whole
salers is what might be termed "an average al
lowance." In other words, .it is designed to 

·cover the cost of distribution to all classes of 
trade in all parts of the State covered by the 
wholesale house concerned. 

During the last year or two (particularly last 
year), my Ass-ociation has been concerned at 
the growth of the tonnage marketed through 
non-association channels, and an examination 
of the position discloses ,that non-association 
dealers, by avoiding payment of the trade dis
count for the wholesale trade, ·have placed them
se-lves in a position of ,being able to offer higher 
prices to the grower than -can be paid by organi
zations 'operating under A.D.F . .A, channels. 
~'his is not ·bY any means always the case, but 
it does give an outside dealer Who is anxious 
to secure a particular grower's fruit, the op
portunity of offering very attractive .prices. 

My Association is, therefore, strongly behlnd 
the move that uniform selling prices should be 
fixed for nll first-hand dealers in prunes or other 
dried fruits. 

ELECTION OF BOARD OF 
MANAGEMENT 

At Fed·eral Council annual meeting, 
the retiring members of the Board of 
Management were nominated for a further 
term of two years, as follows:-J. G. Mur
doch, P. Malloch, J. H. Gordon and E. J. 
Hudson. 

As no. additional nominations were re. 
ceived, the chairman, amid applause, declar
ed the retiring members elected ifor a 
further term of two years. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 
MILDURA 

OPERATING AT 
MERBEIN RED CUFFS 

PACKERS Of DRIED AND fRESH fRUITS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUALI,TY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 
Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 

P., MALLOCH, 
Manager. 
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Tobacco Supplies For The Harvest Hands 
The importance of tobacco in industry today was exemplified by a discus

sion at Federal Council, when the River Council, South Australia, motion that 
the question of tobacco supplies be place on the agenda was discussed. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DRIED 
FRUITS BOARD 

The S.A. Board bad a full session at its meet
ing on 6th. October, 1~4, when a long agenda 
was disposed of. 

Mr. J. L. Viletherall.-The tobacco ·position 
has become very acute as far as harvest labor 
is concerned, and our district rHflects the situ· 
ation in most -of the districts on the Murray. 

The Chairman.-You might include the 
growers in that t,opl 

Mr. Westhead.-The basic year for- the dis· 
tribution of tobacco was fixed on 1939, but dis
trict prodUction has ri~en materially since 
then. 

The allocation of tobacco for Our two shops 
is 42lb. a month. Wor. the three months Octo~ 
her-December, they take 5 J:per cent. off-ap
proximately 6~lbs .. but in December we start 
our stone fruits. Last year I had on my liSt 
83 casual smokers during. the stone fruits per
iod, and q during the vine picking. On these 
figures it would have been necessary -to get 
101 1b. a week on the basis of 2oz. a smoker 
for the stone fruits season, and· 8 lb . .a week 
for our vine season. whereas our casual allow
ance was 13 lb. only for the whole season last 
year. The situation not only affects Kingston 
and Moorook, but also Waikerie, Barmera., 
Berti, Renmark an:d Mypolonga. I understand 
that in Victoria growers obtain sufficient 
tobacco for their harvest hands under a coupon 
system. I personally interviewed the Customs 
Officer in Adelaide, but without success. I 
would move, therefore, that the Board of Man
agement approach the Minister or his deputy, 
asking that sufficient tobacco be released for 
workers ellljployed in the production of dried 
fruits of the respective States. 

Mr. R. Curren.-In seco-nding the motion, 
I take it that it will go to the Board of Manage
ment, which will do what is possible. 

Mr. J. W. A. McGregor.-Do the settlers 
in South Australia .get the same ration per 
head. per picker as in Mildura? 

M1·. \Vetherall.-I hear that Victoria ran 
the distribution on a coupon system, which we 
did not have in South Australia. Some, of Our 
best p:ckers left because tobacco W'as not 
available. ' 

VICTORIAN PROCEDURE 

Mr. p_ Malloch.-It maY be of interest to 
report to the South Australian members on the 
procedure adQpted in Mildura. Prior to the 
season,. the tobacco distribution committee, 
and the Customs Department officials came to 
Mildura to study the position. On their recom~ 
mendation every grower was advised tG apply 
to the Chairman of the War Agricultural Com
mittee in Mildura for a form which he filled in, 
giving the number of pickers employed. Pack
ers were able to fill in a form as well. These 
forms were forwarded to the Tobacco Distribu
tion Committee in Melbourne. Ration tickets 
were issued on the basis of 60 -cigarettes or 
2 ozs. a week for males, and 30 cigarettes a 
week ~for females for a perio-d of 8 We'ekS, and 
every week the grower or packer handed one 
of these tickets to the ellllploy.ee. The name 
of the trader from whom the employee could 
obtain his supply was endorsed on the ticket, 
and throughout the whole s.eason the system 
worked effectively. We are still drawing ra
tion tickets for men who remained from last 
season, and they are getting their supplies in 
addition to the normal supplie-s available in the 
district. I think representations by packers 
and growers themselves to the Controller 
would be far more effective than re,presenta
tions from t-he Board of Management, as much 
more can be done in a personal way than bY 
writing. 

Mr. D., C. VVinterbottom.~As far as Vic
toria is concerned the officials adopted a more 
sympathetic attitude than that described by 
Mr. Wetherall. The chairman of our War 
Agricultural Committee was very helpful A 
couple of places were appointed as wholesal~ 
ers so that the retailers could draw on them for 
sUPtiJlies if they ran out. I strongly advise you 
to work through the War Agricultural Com~ 
mittee as we did in Mildura. Each State is a 
separate unit, and what is done in Victoria 
may not necessarily apply in South Australia, 
but seeing that the system has worked in Vic
toria there is no reason whY it should not also 
work in South Australia. 

Mr. H. D. Howie.-Are you certain that 
each State is a separate orga·nisation? There 
are so many matters about' which they tell us 
that Melbourne has the final word. 

Mr. Winterbottom.-We were similarly 
told that some things had to come through 
SydnP.y. In this case, you will find that each~ 
St'ate is a separate unit. 

Mr. Curren.-A similar arrangements would 
meet the position in South Austr.alia. ViTe ·have 
reported to the peQiple in Adelaide that workers 
were leaving us because they could not get a 
supply of tobacco, and the reply we received 
Was that they did not feel inclined to interfere 
with the distribution in the country districts, 
as they would thereby create so many 
anomalies. 

Mr. McGregor.-In our district We have al
ready filled in forms for the coming season 
and sent them to the ·Central cha:rman of the 
committee, and have next year's nominees for 
supplies. We understand that the ticket 
system will be continued. 

Mr. Wetherall.-I am definitely of opinion 
that the Board of Management must make con
tact with the Customs De:partment in Mel~ 

bourne. The _attitude of our officers is that 
they have their instructions from Melbourne, 
and they do not feel like altering them. 

Mr. A. E. HazeL~There may be· a wossi
bility that action could be taken _immediatelY 
if Melbourne has the power to recolil.mend 
something for South Australia. 

Mr. A. Rawlings.-The introduction of the 
Workers' tobacco -coupon system in Victoria 
was nOt easY. We were making representa~ 
tions for 12 months, and finally W:e were told 
that it was up to us to submit a workable 
system, and w:e did so through Mr. Owen Kew. 
We wete generally satisfied last year, and this 
year the system is going to be more satis-fac
tory as it will not be necessary to nominate 
the retailer. -if the board agrees that condi
tions in South Australia are identical there is 
no reason why a similar system should not be 
applied there. 

It was agreed that ·the Board of Manage
ment be asked to approach the Minister of 
Customs or his deputy, asking for sufficient 
tobacco to be released· for e!lllPloyees employed 
in the !Production and harvesting of dried and 
fr.esh fruit throughout the respective States. 

FIRE, RISK WITH NITRATE 
OF SODA 

While -nitrate of soda itself is practically 
harmless, there is a pronounced fire risk with 
empty nitrate of soda bags. The risk is due 
to the fact that nitrate of soda -on an inflam
mable material such as a bag or clothing great
ly increases inflammability, as the nitrate sup
plies large quantities of oxygen to the burning 
material. 

Bags or clothin.g impregnated with nitrate 
of soda may be ignited from a fiame or spark 
or lighted cigarette, and in some circumstan
ces, by spontaneous combustion. 

Two recent burning accidents reported by 
the Fire and Accident Underwriters' Associa
tion, emphasize the -necessity for care in 
storing nitrate' of soda and for cleaning of 
clothing after using the fertilizer in liquid 
form. The accidents were:-

A man riding a horse was burnt when 
friction with the saddle ignited his trousers 
upon which nHrate of soda had been sprayed. 

A gardener's trousers which had been 
saturated with nitrate of soda were ignited by 
the sun when they Were placed on a line to 
drY. · 

The report Of the Grading Supervisor in the
Renmark area (Inspector P . .T. Leighton) for 
the 1944 season was tabled, together with analy
ses of the certificates issued, the cost of the
Door Classification plan and the allocation of" 
the cost in respect to each yacking house cov
ered by the inspection. It was felt that the· 
arrangement was generally satisfactory in-as
much as it rf'served to the growers concerned! 
a· fnll measure· of protection. 

COST OF INSPECTION 

In regard to the cost of inspeCtion, further 
corre&pondence between the Board and the
Chairman Victorian Board (Mr. Parker J. 
Moloney) was considered and discuseyed a.t 
length, and it was agreed to refer the matter 
back to the Consultative Committee. A mem
orandum of the Secretary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) 
on his enquiries into the functions of the differ
ent authorities which had been set up in con~ 
nection with the control and utilisation of" 
Murray waters was noted, and it was agreed to 
distribute copieS among the members of the
Board. 

The activities of the Investigation O:ffi~er (In
spector .r. E. Noblet) were contained in a series 
of reports on his visits to Mount Gambier. 
northern towns and the river areas. The re
vorts -disclosed instances of irregular trading, 
·t-tnd the secretary reported on his conferences. 
'Yith the Crown solicitor in respect to these. 

PACKING HOUSE REPORTS 

The report {If the Technical Officer of tlte 
IJepartment of Commerce and Agriculture (Mr. 
H. R. Tinney) on the sanitary and hygienic 
conditions in South Au.strallan packing houses, 
proved of interest to the members, and the~ 
~eer.etary was directed to communicate with the 
managers of the packing houses named in the, 
report in terms of the observations by Mr. 
Tinney. 

Further assessments of the annual contribu
, tion for Hl44 to certain pa>Cking houses were ap
proved. An examination of the present statis
tical po·sition, the financial statement to date. 
and the passing of a number of accounts, oc
C'npieO the remainder of the session. 

LATE MR. HAYNES 

'l'he Chairman (:':fr. r;. A. W. Pope) referred 
with re~ret to the . passing of Mr. Rupt>-rt 
Haynes, a prominent figure in the industry, and 
one who had many times collaborated with the 
Board. Mr. Pope's action in conveying to the 
family of the late Mr. Haynes the sympathy of 
the members wa-s endorsed. 

Correction 
On page 7 of the October issue of the 

"!:'Jews,'' it was stated in the third paragraph 
that Mr. Allnutt had been appointed to act for 
the Nyah-Woorinen areas on the Central Ar
bitration committee, now in process of forma
tion. T'his should read "Mr. Allnatt,'" a well
known grower, who has been active in this 
regard for a number of years. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
·co-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing af Dried· Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit--

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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VARIABLE SULTANA 
YIELDS 

(By A. V. LYON). 
In the last two years, both of which 

were drought years, the ultimate yield 
exceeded expectations. The estimate 
.in_ the past has been based on the as
sociation of total tonnage received in 
:Past years, and the average number of 
bunches showing per vine. 

In the last drying season, the Baume read
·ings lagged in January, but the acidity was 
lligh, and the sugar continued to rise much 
later in the season than usual. This high 
:sugar content .gave heavy fruit, and was pro
bably responsible for a rise of at least 10 per 
.cent. above expec-tations. · 

This year the early show of bunches was 
much more Variable than usual, bunch counts 
varying from averages of 44 per vine down 
.as low as averages 6f 25 bunches per vine. The 
general ave,rages of bunches per vine is slight
ly higher this year than last, 34 as· against 32 
last year. 

TWO VERY HARD KNOCKS 

Last year, however, everything went 
smoothly, whereas this year there has been 
two very hard knocks. We have seen the 
frosted vines, in this district and in South Aus
tralia; and losses are 100 per .eent. in some 
low-lying situations. It is impossible to make 
.a complete survey, but frost damage is suffi
-ciently general to affect the total .pack of the 
industry_ 

The fall of berries .cannot be measured. 
'The dropping is steadyirig now that other 
leaves are maturing to do the wo.rk of the 
lost and damaged· primary leaves. We cannot 
recall a year when the primary leaves were 
Jost early in the season. The sultana vine, 
however, has. wonderful powers of compensa
tion and adjustment; and with less berries we 
. ~an at least loo.k to a better development. 

Growers who are experiencing the drop in 
.berries appear to be all agreed that it is suffi
ciently serious to cause a marked reduction in 
_yield. The drop is much worse on the heavy 
lands, but is on the whole variable. As the 
non-irrigated areas, with frost and drought, 
.are much be_low normal, a reduction of yield 
compared with last year appears i·nevitable. 
The losses for the industry as a whole, can be 
viewed as percentage losses, rather heavier 
than the usual hazards. 

LIGHT BROWN APPLE MOTH 

The situation is bright for this time of the 
year; and the big population of this pest with 
Which we started the growing season ·is for 
the moment reduced to well below normal. 

Many keen observers tell me they find it 
difficult to locate even one grub. Possibly the 
pest found the weather too severe, as the wind 
and dust which has destroyed leaves might 
-easily have killed the grub- as well. Obse·rva
tions have also showed that the natural enemies 
.of the Light Brown Apple Moth were much in 
evidence. Whether the natural enemies or the 
hot· winds have been responsible is difficult to 
say. Probably both factors have contrib.uted. 
But the general position now is much more 
~atisfactory than could be expected; and the 
~p·raying -was also of benefit. 

Moths are still being caught in luTes, and 
as all pests reCUr, it is· safe to say that we 
will hear of the apple mOth agai:n this year. 
We are, however, entitled to hope that the 
decrease in moth population will reflect through 
the season. The position is being carefully 
watched, and growers are invited to again 
assist by reporting cases whe·re the pest has 
appeared. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The business covered at this year's meet
ing inclued domestic matters and a range of 
wider interests affecting .Murray Valley settle
ments and development. The chief. business as 
far as the station itself was concerned was to 
consider re-establishing the staff in the post
war peTiod; and the range of investigation that 
the station should take up. 

.All members are agreed that effort should 
be made to reduce water wastage. This effort 
should have, if successful, several distinct ad
vantages~ Economy in water usage, from the 
point of available water in the Murray system, 
was stressed. This is accompanied by reduced 
costs. .Anothe·r point is that with present 
rates of ap,plica tions, the drains are carrying 
more than they were designed for, and are be-

RESTRICTION ON DRIED 
VINE FRUITS PLANTINGS 

Bearing On Renmark 
Development Proposals 

That oft-recurring subject, the restriction 
on further dried vine fruits plantings within the 
Commonwealth again come u~ for discussion 
at the Renmark Irrigation Turst ratepayers' 
annual meeting. It was 8Jpparents also that the 
oft-re)peated explanation of the position was 
called for, and this was given by M.r. H. D. 
Howle-chairman of the A.D.F.A. b-oard of 
management. 

The devEllopment of the 60ft_ "highlands" 
was under discussion, wher.. Mr. E. Duggin ask
ed why go out into the hills when there was a 
lot of good flat country availc..ble? 

The chairman (VIr. C. H. Katekar) explain
ed that the flat country was only suitable, in 
the main, for growing vine fruits. ".As you 
know," he said, "There is an understanding 
among the States that no mo·re land be deve
loped· for dried vine fruits. The 'Bookmark 
land' is Crown land, and the Department is 
not pre:pared to make it available for these 
fruits.'' There was also an understanding re
garding wine grapes, but he understood that 
there had been some relaxation in that re
spect. It so happened that there was some 
talk of a relaxation regarding dried vine fruits. 
"In any case,'' he said, "you can rest assured 
that if any opportunity presents itself for ex
,IJanding Renmark, I am all for it." 

LIMITATIONS .IMPOSED BY MARKETING 
POSITION 

At a later stage in the discussion, Mr. T . 

Twyford referred to the mistaken policy of the 
Government in encouraging the planting of 
wine and spirit grapes after the last war, only 
to find it necessary to convert back to drying 
varieties later. It look~d as though there 
was a danger of the same sort of thing happen
ing again this time, and, he asked, 1'Why should 

those who have a conscience on this matter be 
penalized by not being allowed to plant dried 
vine fruits, while the growing of additional 
vine grapes would be permitted?" 

lVIr. H. D. Howie, in wh.ose hands the chair· 
man left the reply, said he quite agreed that 
from. Mr. Twyford's outlook the position might 
a.ppear unfa-ir. The question, he explained had 
been looked into by the Rural Reconstruction 
Committee, and the decision to date was that 
there should be no further plantings of dried 
vine fruits until markets were assured. He 
recalled what had happened after the last war, 
when over.;production became a world-wide , 
problem. As a result "in California they pulled 
up more dried vine-fruits than we in Australia 
eve1· planted." If expansion ·Were confined 
only to Renmark, then perhaps no serious pro
blem would arise. This, however, was not the 
case. Vi-T e had this year harvested a record 
!Production of 103,000 tons. But if all the 
areas, notably in New S'outh Wale_s, which 
various sections were seeking to deVelop came 
under production We would have 200,000 or 
300,000 tons to try and dispose of. The: fact 
was that "but for the war we would never have 
got rid of our present crop." The position in 
the post-war era had to be considered in rela
tion to the possible effects of the Atlantic 
Charter. "It is not a matter of trying to ke91P 
men out for our own· good," declared Mr. 
Howie, "but of kee.pjng them from going in for 
a· proposition that would prove hopeless.'' 

ing over-loaded. Also, excess applications are 
in cases harmful to the plants, particularly 
citrus. 

On the nutrition side, it is eX])ected that a 
g~reater conce:ntaration on th13 minor element 
requirement of plants will soon be possible. 
Horticultural investigations and drainage in
vestigations await continuation and represen
tatives of all dried fruit centres were rather 
insistent that work of this nature should be 
taken up as_ early as possible. Most of these 
p-rojects--. are· dePendent o.n staff increases, for 
which there are now possibilities. 

1944 Federal Council 
Attendance 

W,hen the Twenty.second Annual 
Meeting of the Federal Council of th'e 
Australian Dried Fruits Association 
met at the Commercial Travellers' 
Club Board Room, Melbourne, on Tues .. 
day, October 31st, and Wednesday, 
November 1st, there were present the 
following delegates and visitors. 

VICTORIA 
Messrs. R :r. A. Bradford, Red Cliffs; 
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L. C. Cameron, Birdwoodton; E. J. Casey, 
Merbein; H. H. Goodman, Woorinen; A. 
E. Hazel, Red Cliffs;- J. Hens:hilwood, 
Irymple; G. J. Hyndman, Me,rbein; K. H. 
C. McCall!um, Sunnycliffs; .J. W. A. Mc
Gregor, Nyah west; A. L. Martin, Red 
Cliffs; A. Poppleton, Red Cliffs; A. Raw
lings, Merbein. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Messrs. A. J. Chapman, Nuriootpa; R

Curren, Berri, J. R. Jemissm, Ramco; E . 
N. Seary, Renmark; R. F. Trott, Me. 
Laren Vale; J. van Velsen, Barmera; J. 
L. Wetherall, ~ingston-on-Murray. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Messrs. R. J. Heron, Ko:raleigh; J. J. 

Murdoch, Dareton; L. B. O'Donnell, Curl
waa; H. W. Willington, Yenda. 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF 
MANAGEMENT 

MessTs. H. D. Howie, O.B.E., Renmark; 
J; H. Gordon, Red Cliffs; E. J. Hudson, 
Yenda;- A. R. Lawrence, Nyah; P. Mal. 
l·och, Irymple; J. B. Murdoch, Waikerie; 
D. C. Winterbottom, Mill_!lura. 

AGENTS' REPRESENTATIVES 
Messrs. H. R. Jones Melbourne; H. W. 

Newton Adelaide. 
VISITORS 

Mess,rs. W. Cavendish Cardross (Vic.); 
H. S. Corbould Mildura; A. R. McDougall, 
Birdwoodton (Vic.); E. W. Smith, :Mer
bein. 

GENERAL SECRETARY 
Mr. W. N. Sumner. 

OFf'ICIAL REPORTER 
M'r. G. E. Kitchin-Kerr. 
An apology for unavoidable absence 

was received from Mr. T. F. McKay, of 
Nyah West. 

Drainage at Renmark 
One of the big :P:roblems confronting the 

Irrigation Trust at Renmarl:. is the drainage of 
areas '\Vhich are fast deteriorating year after 
year. S'ome relief can be found in planting 
lucerne in the danger spots, but this will have 
to be done while there is still enough life in 
the soil to germinate the seed. 

Drainage is a matter for expert advice, and 
the soil types which lend themselves to success
ful drainage have been determined by the om~ 
cers of the C.S. and I.R. Research Station at 
Merbein. The clay types of River soils do not 
drain readily, but the loamy types can be suc
cessfully handled. 

The spaci:ng arid depth of drains is very 
important, and when a comp-rehensive system 
of drainage has been designed for Renmark, 
it is on a point of internal drainage about which 
growers need expert advice. 

£300,000 is the estimated Yalue of the 
munitions alone turned o.ut in every hour of 
the day throughout the year by British indus
try. This represents an annual value of 
£2.268.000.000. 

Britain has produced in every hour since 
the war began an average of one and a half 
army cannon, more than 4,000 _rounds of artil
lery ammunition and more than 180,000 rounds 
of small arms ammunition. 

There are approximately 2,000 ante-natal 
clinics in England and Wales. Post~natal 
clinics number 900. More than· half a million 
women attend these clinics every year. This 
ftgure corresponds to over three-quarters of 
the total births per year in Britain. 

3,712 welfare centres supervise the health 
of children under five. These are attended by 
between 1 and U million children per year. 

" 
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PROPOSED SUBSIDY FOR CURRANTS. 

Non-irrigated Areas Difficulties 
At Federal Council the Noi1-trrigated Council A.D.F.A., brought forward a resolu

tion "That the ·COmmonwealth Government be asked to subsidise the production 
of currants in the non-irrigated areas soas to ensure a return of at least £40 per 
ton (sweat box) to growers." An informative discussion ensued. 

Mr. A. J. Chapman: This matter was dis
cussed last year, and Mr. Malloch assisted us 
in arriving at a procedure that could be adopt
ed with the assistance of a board of manage
ment. We had submitted a case through Mr. 
Smith, M.H.R., and had him working on it. We 
supplied him with the costs from the various 
non-irrigated districts, which were very even, 
and which worked -out about £40 a ton. At 
the same time, we were informed by Mr. Mc
Gillivray, M.P., that some of the Murray River 
currant growers were interested in a -subsidy. 
They made a visit to the river, but ~pparently 
could not get any official support for a subsidy 
from the growers there. They als-o took a trip 
to Western Austr'alia where currants are pro
duced, but at the last moment Western Aus
tralia did not come into the picture. The 
reply received from Mr. Scully, Minister for 
Commerce and Agriculture, may bring us up 
to date on the position. Mr. Scully quoted 
a letter he had received from Professor Cop
land, Prices Commissioner, to the effect that 
adequate consideration had been given to the 
fixing of ,:Prices for dried fruits for the 1944 
season. These prices, however, were only for 
the services and Commonwealth consumption, 
and the final returns to growers were based 
on export prices, which were fixed .by the De
partment -of Commerce in conjun-ction with the 
Export Control Board. Many of our growers 
are entirely dependent on currants, and about 
15 per cent. of the total :production, or 3000 
tons, comes from the non-irrigated areas. I 
was wondering whether, when 1:Prices are dis
cussed this year, any further representations 
could be made with regaTd to fixing a price or 
subsidy for the non-irrigated areas. I under
stand such a procedure has been followed for 
o-ther commodities. 

Mr. H. R. Jones: I understood that the 
non-irrigated council was to submit to the 
Board of Management a statement of costs. 
I do not think, -however, that the A.D.F.A. xe
ooived any statement of the figures prepared. 

It is hopeless to look for altered 
prices in the Commonwealth. You 
have first to convince the Prices Com
missioner. He then· has to make a re
presentation to the Treasurer and the 
Customs ·Department, as he has become 
the applicant for t'he subsidy, and he 
has to convince his two colleagues 
that it is justified. Subsidies have been 
granted, but they have generally in. 
volved investigation of the circum~ 
stances. Before the Prices Commis
sioner-would proceed he would be sure 
to want an exhaustive inve~igation of 
the financial position of the growers 
concerned ,including those on mixed 
pr-operties. He would want to know 
what is the growers• financial position 
to-day compared with 1939 if you go on 
with this application, which would in
volve the sulrmission of definite costs 
for the non-ir·rigated areas. 

Mr. P. Malloch: This is one of those very 
difficult problems the board has to handle and 
to face. Producti-on of currants in the Mil
dura. district is definitely ~payable at present 
prices. For Mildura, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
the average yield of currants for the five years 
1940-1944 inclusive, is 34.1 cwt. per acre. The 
average sweat box price to the grower for the 
.:five years has been £31/11/ a ton. We have, 
therefore, returns per acre for 34.1 cwt. at £31' 
11/ a ton, amoUnting to £53/15/10 per acre. 
The cost of production .per ton was ·£30/11/8 
a by-and-large <:alculation that is as high as 
we ean claim, If we get £40 a ton the return 
per acre would .be £68/4/, against production 
costs of £52/8/9, OT a ~rofit of £15/15/3 per 
acre. You can see how difficult it is for us in 
l~Iildura to support such a ·case. 

Mr. Chapman: Unfortunately some of our 
growers do not realise the difliculti6s in pre
senting a case. 

Mr. Malloch: We are not being complac
ent on the matter. We realise that your aver· 
age yield is under 20 cwt. per acre, but you 
can see how difficult it is in Mildura with its 
10,000 tons of currants. We have had- repre
sentations from South Australia on the ques
tion of prices O·f currailts, but they could not 

sup,:part with figures the claim that currants 
in the irrigation districts were non-paying at 
the present time. We have 18,000 tons of pro
duction whi·ch is payable to support the case 
for the section of the industry whose produc
tion is not payable. We will do our very best 
to heLp you, but you see how careful we have 
to be in lend'ng our support as we may be told 
that we are using the little fellow to line OUT 

own pockets. We would like to have that price 
ourselves, but if we support such a case we 
are condemned. Mr. Jones may be able to 
help .you to state a special case for your dis

. trict. We have a parellel in the Mildura dis
trict, where our water rates incTeased from 
£3/10/ to £5 ,J~er acre. We have been en· 
deavouring, because of this disab:lity in Mil· 
dura as ·Compared with Red Cliffs and the 
other areas, to. have a subsidy of £1/10/ an 
acre paid to the Mildura Irrigation Trust to 
cover its increased costs. We have been press
ing this case for 18 months, and are no further 
noW' than then. It is difficult to persuade the 
Government to recognise the unfair incidence 
of costs. All that you can do is to state the 
case in. the non-irrigated areas, have it sup
ported by members of Parliament, and make 
an endeavour through them to fiD.d a solution 
that will apply to the non-irrigated areas, and 
not to other ,areas. On these figures I have 
quoted we should do more harm than good in 
s~pporting a request for £40 over the whole 
industry. 

Mr. R. ]l. Trott: A little earlier a resolu. 
tion was passed with regard to improving the 
quality of the fruit. I think the non-irrigated 
areas do produce the best quality of currants. 
According to the secretary's report only 2.5 
per cent. of the currant crop i-n Victoria was 3. 
crown compared with 8.6 ;per cent. in South 
Australia, but in ouT area we had 60 per cent. 
of 3-crown last yea~·, and very seldom have less 
than 50 per cent., and sometimes 80 per cent. 
There is one way you ,can reward our efforts 
as 3-ci-own means car~ful handling. If the dif
ferential were improved between 21 and 3-
crown it might get over our difficulties, and it 
might stimulate better quality thrOughout the 
whole of the State. The time will come when 
we shall be more dependent on the overseas 
market, and fruit will sell on its merits. At 
present the differential does not iPaY us for the 
extra effort. 

Mr. H. D. Howie: U Mr. Jones had k·nown 
that the application on behalf of the non-ir· 
rigated aTeas, was going to be made he might 
have been able to help you when prices were 
being discuss-ed. I agree with Mr. ·Trott that 
we could increase the differential for 3-crown 
with advantage to the grower. We have, how
ever, only a flat rate from the United Kingdom, 
and it iS difficult to i·ncrease the differential 
over the whole of the crop. We may not sell 
the whole of the grade in the Commonwealth, 
and we should have to take the differential 
out of the fiat rate market. Directly we re
sume selling according to grades, the board 
could consider increasing these differentials. 

Mr. Chapman: I should like to eXi:P'lain 
to the BoaTd that I was under a misapprehen
sion with regard to submitting our figures to 
it. My impression was that the 'Board o:f 
Management would prefer that we try to do 
something off our· own bat, with the Member 
of Parlirummt for the district, which we did. 
I admit that We fell down in not sending to 
the Board a copy of the figures we gave to Mr. 
Smith, M.H.R. 

We realise that it is a very difficult 
problem, but that does not get away 
from the fact that some growers are 
hard hit. Ot the meeting held on Mon
day to put a case for frost relief, it 
was mentioned that one man with 30 
a·cres did not have a green shoot left· 
after the frosts. 
Tbe price of currants has not been a pay

able one for us for ·some years. The reply on 
behalf of the Prices Commissioner was that 
the details supplied had been very carefully 
examined, but that the prices for dried fruits 
had been fixed after a careful analysis of costs 
and a thorough survey of 'the industry. The 
reply added that the price 1J;laid by the British 
Ministry of Food was a matter for the De,part-

Items of Interest from. 
November Board Meeting 

LOSS, OF WEIGHT-SEASON 1943. 

The Chairman advised that particulars or 
Received and Packed Weights had been receiy
ed from various Packing Houses, and that in 
the different varieties of fruit there werfi!;;· con
siderable variations in the loss as between the 
different Packing Houses. 

ADELAIDE REPRESENTATIVE 

The Board considered the questio-n of re
presentation in Adelaide, and it was resolved: 
"That the Chair-man negotiate with 1\ir. J. 0. 
Haynes ,(elde.st son of the late Mr. R. A. 
Haynes) fOr a eontinuance of the A.D.F.A. re
presentation in South Australia up to £100 per 
annum for services and Office accommodation.'~ 

DISTRIBUTING AGENTS APPLICATION 

Letter was received from R. Montgomery
and Co., of Adelaide, making application to be 
registered as Distributing Agents for Associa
tion Dried Fruits. After discussion the matter 
was left in the hand·s of the Chairman to make· 
further enquiry. 

MURRAY WATERS 

Following the discussion at Wederal Coun
cil meeting, the Board discussed what action. 
should be taken, and it was arranged that Mr. 
Wi:qterbottom undertake to ::P:repare a .case for 
the consideration of the Board. 

ALLOCATION OF DRIED TREE FRUITS 

This year a number of complaints hav& 
been received from Distrib.utj.ng Agents and 
retailers that the small tonnages of Dried Tree 
Fruits that have beeri released by the Services
for Civilian trade, have not been equitably dis
tributed amongst merchants. The matter was 
considered by the Board of Management, and 
the following resolution was carried:-

It was resolved: "That the distribution of 
Dried Tree Fruits be equitably distributed 
throUgh Head Office.'' 

DRIED TREE FRUITS FOR CIVILIANS 

Correspondence exchanged between M1·. 
Y\T. N. Twiss; Secretary, Consultative Commit
tee, Dried Flruits Boards, and the A.D.F.A., reM 
garding the question of diverting small Pears 
now included in the Plain grade, to Manufac
turing, was submitted to the Board. Board 
membe1·s unanimously were of opinion that 
the fruit in question was suitable for ordillary 
trade, and could be classed a~ a. sound com9 

mercia! article, therefore, there Was no reason 
why present grading practices should be .alter
ed. This opinion was confirmed by the in... 
spection of portion of the sample Which had 
been soaked in water. 

INTERSTATE MARINE WAR RISK 
Letter was received from Messrs Co-oper

ated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., Melbourne. 
advising that the ·rate for all voyages from the 
1'st October, 1944, had been reduced to 4/ per 
cent. net. 

ment of Commerce and the Export Control 
Bc.ard, and- not for the Prices Branch. 

Mr. Malloch: If yoli would submit to us 
figures regarding yields and returns, the Board . 
we uld be prepared to fight a case for the non
irrigatE>d areas. We could not suppO'l't a case 
for £40 for the other areas, ·,but We will do 
anything in our power for the non-irrigated 
areas. As for the higher average quality of 
the !lf,n-inigated area currants mentioned by 
Mr. Trott, the quality of these currants is 
sim:.lar to the .quality in Western Australia, 
where they claim that they are not getting the 
premium for their 3 and 4-crown that pre-war 
returns justified. The ·flat price was based on 
an ayerage of grades and 1prices received over 
a puiod of years. There is justification for 
paying out a premium during the war years, 
eveu ou1 of the flat price. We have varied 
the oTigi·nal premium, and it is now £2/10/ 
for 2-crown over 1-crown, £2/10/ for 3-crown 
over 2-crown, and £5 for 4-crown over 2-
crown. It is a very serious matter to alter the 
price from a flat rate, but we will have a fur
ther look at the position. This year· in Vic
toria 3-crown will realise £39/15/r-within 5/ 
of £40. 

It was then agreed: That the Common
wealth Government be asked to subsidise the 
production of Currants i·n the Non-Irrigated 
areas so as to ensure a return of at least £40 
per ton (sweat box) to growers. 
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