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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

These Changing Times 

Welcome to the December/Christmas issue of the Dried Fruits News from your 
new Chairman. 

My first comment is to issue a thank you to the past Chairman, Peter Macintosh 
for his sterling efforts to this industry over 17 years on the Board, the past 6 as 
Chairman. 

Also a great thanks to our former General Manager, Ian Thorn, who the Board 
reluctantly made redundant after 18 years dedicated service to our industry. 
Ian's eye for detail and writing skills will be missed, however I am convinced 
that existing staff, coupled with the enthusiasm of the current Board, will ensure 
that our industry will not only survive, but will prosper into the future. 

Looking at the future! 

I would have to say that at this time it looks quite good, with early bunch counts 
high, reasonable weather through Spring and the likely return per tonne for 
Sultanas encouraging. 

Industry 'experts' have come up with an industry estimate of 40,000 tonnes of 
sultanas for the 1999 harvest. This figure was the amount given to delegates at 
the World Sultana Conference in America in late October. Time will only tell 
how close we can get to realising this figure, let's hope for our industry's sake 
that we get close to this amount. 

The ADF A has recently negotiated with government a further three year funding 
arrangement for the Drying for Profit program. This will see it operate well into 
the next century. Michael Pullen is the Program Manager and can be contacted 
at the ADF A Office. 

Another program that was recently completed is the ADFA Dried Vine Fruit 
Manual. A big effort was put in by Ross Skinner from the Dried Fruits Research 
and Development Council and fmally after 4 years of input by Ross and 
countless others, we have seen the release of this high quality resource manual. I 
recommend that you utilise the information enclosed within it. · 

Recent discussions between the ADFA and the Australian Horticultural 
Corporation, has resulted in agreement for the restructuring of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Board. This is in line with total industry policy and should see 
necessary changes to both structure and operational activities before next harvest. 

The most noticeable changes to the ADFB will be the termination of statutory 
equalisation on export markets and the shift of its administration from Melbourne 
to Mildura. 

There are many other changes but I will elaborate on these in later issues. 

Until the next issue I will close and wish you all well in your management 
programs leading up to Christmas and wish you a merry Christmas and 
prosperous New Year. 

Best regards, 

Graham Robertson 
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EXPORT REPORT 

EXPORT REPORT 

Future of the Australian Dried Fruits Board 

Over the last eighteen months the industry has been 
reviewing its structure taking into account the reduced size of 
the industry. The size of the industry is less than half the size 
it was 5 years ago, and major changes have occurred and will 
continue to occur as the Industry adjusts to a new 
environment. 

Federal Government legislation was invoked in 1925 at 
the request of dried fruit growers and has been developed and 
changed to suit the needs of the industry over the last 73 
years. Titroughout this period the ADFB has controlled export 
markets by setting export prices, terms and conditions, export 
allocations and approving the appointment of sole agents in 
major export markets. The key objective of the Board was to 
maximise export returns to growers. We believe that the 
Board has been extremely successful over many years and has 
been of great benefit to growers particularly in times when 
production exceeded demand resulting in very low world 
prices. 

The industry has decided that powers ADFB used to 
control export markets will be classified as reserve powers. 
In the future, the Board will only implement reserve powers in 
response to extreme market conditions and after 
comprehensive industry consultation, in other words the 
export control powers are being retained as a safety net in 
case the industry decides that it wants to control export 
markets at a later date. 

Plans for this change are being implemented so that the 
ADFB will have a very different role in the future. The 
ADFB will not be involved in export marketing, and 
legislation for statutory equalisation has being repealed. 

The industry has decided to retain a compulsory levy paid 
by all growers. This will ensure that the ADFB will be able to 
provide services that are required by the industry. Examples 
of these services are - export and domestic promotion, 
collection and distribution of statistics, residue management 
and international liaison. The office in Melbourne will be 
closed and a new office will be set up in Mildura to provide 
these services. 

1998 season crop estimates - packed tonnes: 

Sultanas 
Currants 
Raisins 

JOHN LESTER 

CHAIRMAN 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

36,066 
2,175 
2,517 

Export orders to date are 14,484 tonnes against an export 
target of 15,000 tonnes. The nominal export price is 
US$167 5 per tonne which provides a premium of around 
A$600 per tonne over Turkish sultanas. This is an excellent 
result for the Australian industry. 

Exports of currants will be small because the crop size is 
less than the domestic requirement. Exports of seeded raisins 
will be around 400 tonnes. 

World Production 

Northern hemisphere crops have just been harvested and 
dried, the latest estimate of world production is in table A: 

Table A 
1998 Season - Sultanas & Raisins 

Country Packed Tonnes 
Australia 36,000 
Chile 24,000 
South Africa 25,000 
Afghanistan 20,000 
Greece 40,000 
Iran 85,000 
Turkey 230,000-250,000 
USA 210,000 
TOTAL 670,000-690,000 

The Californian Raisin (TSR) crop was previously 
estimated at 270,000 tonnes but unfavourable weather delayed 
drying the crop and caused considerable damage, reducing the 
crop estimate to 210,000 tones. Prices have already increased 
from US$1350 to US$1450 per tonne CIF and are expected to 
go higher. 
On the other hand Turkey has produced a very large crop of 
sultanas which compete directly with Australia and we expect 
Turkey will put considerable pressure on world prices over 
the next year. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
We are an equal opportunity employer 

Manager Location - Mildura Salary Negotiable 

The functions performed by the Board have been redefined and the Melbourne office is being closed and an office is being 
established in Mildura. The main functions of the Board will be th~ promotion of dried vine fruits, quality and residue issues, 
collection and distribution of industry statistics, export market intelligence and general industry representation. 
Ideally candidates will have experience in working closely with Government departments and be conversant with export 
marketing and administrative processes, Excellent communication skills are required with the ability to run a one person 
office. 
Employment is part time, will be 3 days per week with a review of work load at a later date. 
An information package is available, if required contact Mr. Allan Knights on (03) 9867 8322. 
Please apply in writing to: Mr. John Lester, Chairman "Confidential" 

Australian Dried Fruits Board 
Level6, 409 St. Kilda Road 
Melbourne Victoria 3004 

Applications close: January 15, 1999 
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SALT TOLERANT ROOTSTOCK 

Paulsen 1103 

Dr. Rob WalkerCSJRO Plant Industry, Horticulture Unit, Merbein, Victoria 

A CSIRO field trail designed to 
compare the performance of Sultana on 
own roots with Sultana on Ramsey 
(Vitis champini) and 1103 Paulsen (V. 
berlandieri x V. rupestris) has shown 
that the grafted vines outperformed 
own-rooted vines under conditions of 

both high and low salinity. The significantly higher yields 
and salt tolerance of these commercial rootstocks, particularly 
1103 Paulsen, make them an attractive option for Sultana 
growers who are establishing or replanting vineyards. 

In the trials which were conducted at the CSIRO research 
station in Merbein over a five-year period, both Ramsey and 
Paulsen produced on average 50% higher yields than own
rooted vines under irrigation with River Murray water 
(average salinity level of 380 EC or 238 ppm), and 100% 
higher yields under irrigation with water of higher salinity 
(average salinity of 3m500EC or 2188 ppm). Both also 
exhibited a strong ability for 'chloride exclusion' under high 
salinity, as shown by much lower levels of chloride in leaves 
at harvest relative to Sultana on own roots. 

Chloride exclusion is known to be associated with salt 
tolerance in grapevines. Generally, the greater the ablity of 
the rootstock to exclude or prevent chloride uptake by its 
plant tissues, the more salt-tolerant it is. 

Materials and Methods: The research was conducted by 
CSIRO scientists Dr Rob Walker, Deidre Blackmore, and 
Peter Clingeleffer in response to growers' interest in salt 
tolerant rootstocks, and in particular, alternative options to the 
well known Ramsey rootstock. These trails, which were 
funded by the Dried Fruits Research and Development 
Council, are the first to focus on the performance of Sultana 
on Paulsen 1103 rootstock, which is available commercially. 

In October 1987 we established the trial at our Merbein, 
Victoria, site. The vines were spaced 2.5 metres (m) apart in 
rows 3.3 m apart and trained on standard T-trellis with a 
single foliage wire. The two cane wires were placed at a 
height of 1.2 m and 0.3 m apart. The foliage wire was 0.3 m 
above the cane wires. The vines were cane-pruned to a 
maximum of 12 canes, when possible. Soil type was 
Coomealla sandy loam soil. 

The vines were drip-irrigated using three four-litre per 
hour drippers per vine. For the frrst two seasons (1987/88 and 
1988/89) we irrigated the planting with water from the River 
Murray, which had an average spring-summer salinity of 360 
EC units over the two seasons. 

We began salinity treatments in December 1989, applying 
soluble nutrients, principally calcium nitrate and potassium 
nitrate, through the drippers. The vineyard was not cultivated 
during this five-year period (1990-94). 

Sodium chloride was added to the irrigation water to 
achieve the medium and high salinity levels. Small amounts 
of calcium chloride and magnesium chloride were also added 
to maintain a reasonable balance between the amount of 
sodium relative to calcium and magnesium in the irrigation 
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water. This is an important safeguard against the possible 
development of sodic soil and the potential for fme particle 
dispersion, which could lead to loss of soil water permeability. 

The salinity treatments that we report on here were: 
• 380 EC units (water from the river Murray plus 

added nutrients). 
• 3500 EC units (water of high salinity plus added 

nutrients). 

Results: Yield, expressed as average values per salinity 
treatment for a four year period, 1990-1994 is shown in figure 
1. In own-rooted Sultanas, yield declined at high salinity. 
Both Sultana on Ramsey and Sultana on 1103 Paulsen 
produced significantly higher yields than own-rooted vines in 
both the low and high salinity treatments. Yield did not 
decrease at the high salinity levels, thus demonstrating a high 
level of salt tolerance by both rootstocks. 

The highest salt tolerance of Ramsey and 1103 Paulsen 
was associated with their ability to limit the amount of 
chloride taken up and transported to Sultana leaves. Leaves 
of own-rooted Sultanas had higher chloride concentrations 
than comparable leaves on the grafted vines at both low and 
high salinity levels. For example, for own-rooted vines at low 
salinity, the mean leaf chloride concentration at harvest, 
expressed as a percentage of dry weight, was 0.5% compared 
with only 0.1% for leaves of Sultana on Ramsey and 1103 
Paulsen. Although the chloride level in leaves of Sultana on 
Ramsey and 1103 Paulsen rose as salinity increased, the 
amount accumulated at high salinity was still much lower than 
that in the leaves of the own-rooted vines. In this case, the 
mean chloride concentration at harvest in leaves of own
rooted sultana vines was 1.1 %, compared with about 0.35% 
for sultana on Ramsey and 1103 Paulsen. 

Summary: Our research has shown that 1103 Paulsen 
performed equally well as Ramsey in terms of overall yield, 
and notably better than sultana on own roots. Plant vigor was 
greater for these two rootstocks, leading to significantly 
higher weights of frrst-year pruning wood for both rootstocks 
compared with own-rooted vines. The average pruning wood 
weights at high salinity were reduced relative to low salinity, 
but were similar for both rootstocks, an indication that 
Ramsey and 1103 Paulsen responded similarly under these 
conditions. 

Based on this research, 1103 Paulsen was found to be a 
good rootstock for Sultana under both low and high salinity 
conditions. It is also known to be both nematode and 
phylloxera-tolerant. Although data on long term performance 
and performance across a range of soil types and vineyard 
management practices are unavailable, these initial data 
indicate that 1103 Paulsen may offer a viable alternative to 
Ramsey for use in commercial vineyards. 

For more information, contact Rob Walker at CSIRO, 
Merbein, on (03) 5051 3100. 
Acknowledgement: The assistance of Lisa Halvorsen in 
preparation of this article is greatly appreciated. 
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HORTICULTURE HOTLINE 
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Figure 1. Mean yield for the period 1990-94 for Sultana on own roots and on Ramsey and 

1103 Paulsen rootstocks, irrigated with water of low {380EC) or high {3500EC) salinity. 

LSD is the least significant difference between salinity treatment or rootstock type. 

Horticulture Hotline 
Direct Delivered Information 

Grapevine budburst in September 1998 marked the tenth 
anniversary of Horticulture Hotline, a recorded telephone 
message service that provides growers with 24-hour access to 
pest and disease management information during the grape 
growing season. While the service, which is operated by the 
Victorian Department of Natural Resources and Environment, 
has had a strong focus on viticulture, occasional notes on 
citrus pest and disease management are included when 
relevant. 

Over the past ten seasons, Horticulture Hotline messages 
have contained warnings and advice about specific pest and 
disease events such as: 
• When infection periods for grapevine downy mildew 

have occurred 
• Detection of early season disease symptoms in Sunraysia 

vineyards 
• Expected periods of lightbrown apple moth activity 
• Periods of activity in reproduction of citrus scale pests 
• Advice on pest and disease monitoring and spray timing. 

During the 1998/99 season, Horticulture Hotline will offer 
several information services, including subscriptions for direct 
delivery of its traditional pest and disease information in the 
Mildura, Robinvale and Swan Hill districts. Subscribers to 
the 'new' Pest & Disease Hotline will receive up-to-date 
warnings and other local information on pest and disease 
status and management by fax or email. This will put 
valuable information at their fmgertips . By accessing district 
wide information through this service, subscribers will 
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become more aware of important pest and disease issues and 
be able to make more informed management decisions. 

Information provided by the service will continue to be 
based on monitoring of local vineyards and orchards together 
with interpretation of computerised pest and disease models 
by researchers. The monitoring, which is carried out 
fortnightly, involves detailed searches of vines for disease 
symptoms and pests. This monitoring is useful for detecting 
early signs of pest and disease problems and also for 
confirming the predictions given by the computerised models. 
The models use weather data from automatic weather stations 
in vineyards around the Mildura region (between Coomealla, 
Merbein and lraak) and in Robinvale, Piangil and Swan Hill. 
These weather stations are constantly measuring rainfall, 
temperature, humidity and the level of leaf wetness - factors 
that are critical in determining when the important grapevine 
diseases start and how they spread. The same information is 
used to predict the timing of generation events of lightbrown 
apple moth, including egg hatch. 

Pest & Disease Hotline messages are updated each week to 
take account of new monitoring and weather data. Extra 
messages are produced when required in response to 
important events such as rainfall. 

Growers and others who are interested in subscribing to 
the Pest & Disease Hotline and would like more information, 
can contact the Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment at lrymple (phone 5051 4500) or Swan Hill 
(phone 5033 1290). Email inquiries may be sent to 
'hort.hotline@nre.vic.gov.au '. 

ADFA Dried Fruits News- 5 



DRYING FOR PROFIT 

DRYING FOR PROFIT TO CONTINUE FOR A FURTHER THREE YEARS 
Michael Pullen 

Program Manager Drying For Profit 

The ADFA has received advice from the Department of 
Industry, Science and Tourism that the application submitted 
by Drying for Profit/Dried Fruits Research and Development 
Council for a technology diffusion grant has been successful. 

The new program titled "Accelerating the diffusion of 
technologically advanced production systems to farming 
enterprises within the dried grape industry", aims to build 300 
strong dried grape enterprises, professionally managing 
advanced mechanised production systems for dried grape 
production. 

The technology diffusion grant will provide funding for 
three years commencing January 1, 1999. The new program 
will continue on from the existing Drying for Profit (DFP) 
program, which concludes on December 31 , 1998. The 
principal objects of the new program are to; 
• Accelerate the adoption of trellis drying technology; 
• Facilitate the uptake of advanced mechanised systems; 
• Network with information providers from the government 

and private sector to support growers training; 
• Facilitate the establishment of Quality Assurance Based 

training systems; 
• Develop and implement fmancial management training; 

and 
• Facilitate a benchmarking pilot program. 

The new program will continue to receive strong support 
from the following collaborating organisations. CSIRO 
Division of Plant industry Horticultural Unit, The Victorian 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DNRE), 
New South Wales Agriculture, Primary Industries South 
Australia, and the Dried Fruits Research and Development 
Council. 

The program's manager will operate from the office of the 
ADF A, and will continue to work with GRAPE groups 
throughout the producing regions of Sumaysia, the Riverland 
of SA and Western Australia. 

Update of recent activities 

Weedicide Field Day 
A weedicide field day was held on Thursday August 13 

for one hundred and twenty three growers from the dried vine 
fruit and wine industries. 

The field day was held at the Sumaysia Horticultural 
Centre (SHC) and the ADF A vineyard and involved 
representatives of NSW Agriculture, DNRE, representatives 
from chemical companies Monsanto and Novataz, and 
displays from JD Groundcare and Mildura Safety and 
Industrial Supplies. 

Participants were separated into four groups and rotated to 
each of the four sites by representatives of the three major 
dried vine fruit packers. 

Greg Moulds, (NSW Agriculture) presented information 
on weed control and management in vineyards, Rob McNally 
(DNRE) provided information on legislative control of 
noxious weeds and presented weed samples for view, and 
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both chemical companies Monsanto and Novartaz detailed the 
benefits of their products. 

John Densley from JD Groundcare displayed chemical 
spraying equipment and provided technical information on 
equipment usage and Michael Parnis from Mildura Safety and 
Industrial supplies presented a wide range of safety 
equipment. 

The Field day was a collaborative event utilising the 
services of Riverlink, Grapecheque, SHC, NSW Agriculture, 
and district dried fruit packers. 

Rob McNally and Troy Muster (DNRE) with Tony Filippi 
(Mildura CoOp) in front of the DNRE display at the 

weedicide field day 

Federal Council of the ADFA Presentation 
On July 21, Chairman of DFP Gary Thomas and Program 

Manager Michael Pullen presented a joint report of the 
programs activities and future plans to grower delegates and 
invited guests of the ADFA. In addition to the presentation 
DFP prepared a display at the entrance to the meeting which 
included examples of advanced trellis designs, and a display 
of the DFP sponsored ADFA Dried Fruits Manual. ADFA 
Chairman Peter Macintosh formally launched the manual at 
the meeting. 

Grape Industry Benchmarking Project 
Growers interested in participating in a benchmarking 

study attended an information session at the SHC on July 13. 
Following the session, nineteen dried grape growers 

indicated they would continue with the study, which is a 
business evaluation process designed to determine the health 
of a growers business by analysing business costs and their 
impact on growers income. 

A feed back session was then held on Monday October 12 
at the SHC, where the results of the survey were presented to 
participants by project consultant Charles Thompson. 

Trellis Drying Short Course 
On September 21 , twenty-five growers participated in the 

first of four trellis drying sessions, designed to educate and 
inform growers wishing to make the transition from 
traditional rack drying to trellis drying. 

December 1998 



DRYING FOR PROFIT 

Presentations were given by John Hawtin, an experienced 
trellis drier, and Robert Hayes (SHC), Peter Clingeleffer 
(CSIRO), and Bob Jaensch (Mildura Co-Op). 

Participants then visited the properties of Henry Tankard 
and Edward and Owen Lloyd, who are experienced trellis 
driers, to gain an insight into property redevelopment and 
suitable trellis drying varieties. 

Henry Tankard (centre) discusses the benefits of trellis 
drying with growers involved in the short course. 

Bob Jaen~ch (Mildu~a C:o Op) discussing quality aspects 
of trelhs drted fruzt wzth growers participating in the 

trellis drying short course. 

The second session was held on Monday November 9. 
Topics covered included spring crown bunch removal, 
trellis drying own rooted vines, vineyard nutrition and 
irrigation scheduling, as well as harvest labour 
requirements, property suitability, equipment 
requirements and industry support services. 

Presentations were given by Mark Dale and Fred 
Hancock (SHC), Peter Jones and John Hawtin (growers), 
Michael Treeby (CSIRO) and Michael Pullen. The third 
and fmal sessions will be held leading up to and during 
the 1999 harvest. 

Riverland Field Days 
Drying for Profit participated in the Riverland field days 

held at Loxton SA on September 16 and 17. 
Program Manager Michael Pullen and Fred Hancock 

(SHC) joined with the SA Dried Fruits Board in their industry 
display tent to present a range of new dried grape varieties, a 
presentation of the new Swingarm trellis design and the new 
ADF A Dried Vine Fruits Manual. 
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Phillip Sims (ADFA Board) in front of the Drying For 
Profit display at the River/and Field Day 

Cadell Grower Group Tour 
Growers from the Cadell region of SA participated in a 

two day tour of the Sunraysia region coordinated by Drying 
for Profit. The two day program consisted of property tours 
to Ivan Shaw's, Lindsay Herath's, Richard Johnstone's and 
Henry Tankard's property, and a visit to the CSIRO facility at 
Merbein, the Mildura Co-Op, Australian Dried Fruits Sales 
and the Sunraysia Horticulture Centre. 

The tour was initiated by the Cadell branch of the ADF A 
to look at property redevelopment and the availability of new 
dried grape varieties. 

Ross Skinner (DFRDC) presents information on new dried 
grape varieties to members of the visiting Cadell grower 

group. 

Irymple/Mildura-Red Cliffs GRAPE Groups 
Growers from the Irymple!Mildura and Red Cliffs GRAPE 

Groups combined to attend an information session on 
irrigation requirements for the forthcoming season, which was 
presented by Mark Dale, from the Sunraysia Horticultural 
Centre on Tuesday August 25 at the property of John Hunt. 

Growers also participated in a field walk through two 
adjoining properties where soil core samples were extracted to 
determine the moisture levels of each property. 

Pomona GRAPE Group 
Fifteen growers from the Pomona region attended an 

information session presented by Jeremy Giddings, from 
NSW Agriculture. Jeremy titled his presentation "getting the 
best out of the new pipeline" and presented a range of 
information on suitable irrigation systems, vine water use 
requirements and irrigation scheduling. 
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CROPWATCH 

Nyah GRAPE Group 

Twenty-four growers and industry representatives, 
including growers from Mildura, attended a meeting of the 
Nyah GRAPE Group to discuss Trellis drying and alternative 
swingarm trellis designs. 

Fred Hancock, (SHC) and John Hunt (Red Cliffs GRAPE 
Group Leader) presented a number of interesting adaptations 
of the Shaw Swing arm. Growers were able to view a video of 
harvesting operations on Ivan Shaw's property during 1998. 

The days program included a tour of three properties in the 
Nyah area and lunch at the Nyah West Hotel, where ADFA 
Deputy Chairman Tony Martin gave an overview of the 
ADF A position on industry restructure and future activities. 

Robinvale GRAPE Group 
Members of the Robinvale GRAPE Group met on 

September 22 on the property of Peter O'Brien. Alison 
McGregor from the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre presented 
an informative session on controlling powdery mildew to ten 
growers from the region. As a follow up to this session it was 
agreed to conduct a spray cart calibration exercise on Peter's 
property in December 1998. 

After the presentation, members enjoyed a barbecue and 
refreshments with the O'Brien family. 

Alison McGregor (SHC) addressing members of the 
Robinvale GRAPE Group 

Wanted: Second Hand Equipment 

Drying for Profit is seeking to develop a data 
base of second hand trellis drying equipment which 
is available and for sale. 

Ifyou have: 
• wetting machines 
• dried grape harvesters 
• fruit dehydrators 
• dehydrator bins, or 
• bulk bin tipping equipment 

and will not be using it in the future, contact Drying 
for Profit who will list your equipment for sale. 

The Program Manager can be contacted on 
telephone (03) 5023 5174 or growers can forward 

details of the equipment by facsimile on 
(03) 5023 3321 
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CROPWATCH - South Australia 

Crop Watch has begun operation for the 1998/99 grape
growing season. This is the fourth year of operation of this 
popular service and several major changes have occurred. 

CropWatch SA is a non-profit community owned service, 
which is managed by the Riverland Grape Industry 
Committee (RGIC). It has been set up to provide a cost 
effective disease and pest early warning system for Riverland 
growers. The ultimate purpose of the service is to help the 
Winegrape industry to produce a quality product, with 
reduced risk of diseased fruit and chemical contamination. 

The service has been so successful that there is now 
serious demand for similar services in other grape growing 
areas throughout Australia. Funding to provide this service 
has traditionally been from wineries that receive fruit from the 
region, PIRSA and chemical resellers such as Riverland 
Horticultural Traders. This season, RFC, lAMA and GB 
Farm and Horticultural Traders of Loxton have joined the 
funding group. Also, for the first time, voluntary 
contributions from regional grape growers will fund the 
service. This expanded funding base will greatly strengthen 
Crop Watch SA. 

CropWatch SA has an excellent record for predicting 
disease outbreaks. Each monitored site has an automatic 
weather station, which collects data on temperature, rainfall, 
leaf-wetness, and humidity. The data is frequently analysed 
by a complex computer model, which is able to predict the 
particular disease potential in that locality. Routine inspection 
of these sites by skilled field scouts confirms the computer 
predictions, and also provides useful information on any other 
diseases or pests, which might be active at any time. The 
combined information is analysed and interpreted, and 
provided via the Crop Watch SA message to all inquirers. 

The increased number of monitored sites and improved 
distribution will now given an even more reliable coverage 
throughout the Riverland. 

In the past, messages have been delivered via a telephone 
Hotline and through PIRSA-fax. 

Due to demand the service is now available through an 
Auto-fax service. This will automatically provide the Crop
Watch message to season subscribers on a weekly basis. For 
growers who frequently access the hotline or PIRSA fax, this 
option, (at $20 per season) will be the cheapest method of 
getting information. 

Diseases such as powdery and downy mildew are always a 
threat to yield and quality. In recent years, they have caused 
grape losses in the Riverland of more than 20%. This has 
occurred despite regular spraying programs. CropWatch has 
the ability to help prevent these losses occurring. 

Replacement of the 0055 Hotline with a new 1900 numbet 
has occurred due to Telstra technology upgrading. 

The new Hotline number is 1900 931 670. The PIRSA
fax number is still 1902 940 698, index 300. 

A new fridge magnet and brochure with more informatior 
about CropWatch will soon be out. These will be available 
from any Riverland PIRSA office. Seasonal subscriptions a1 
$20 are also available. 
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WAGE RATES 

DRIED FRUITS, ETC. INDUSTRY (A WU) AWARD 
Effective from: September 15, 1998 

MINIMUM GRAPE PICKING PIECEWORK RATES 
Rate per 100 containers: 

Sultana Currant Gordo Carina 
Waltham Grenache 

Dip tins & Shrub tubs $44.45 $88.85 $57.35 $59.25 

Bryce bucket $55.56 $111.06 $71 .69 $74.06 
Banana box $111 .13 $222.13 $143.38 $148.13 
Lug box $115.57 $231 .01 $149.11 $154.05 
SA flat plastic tub $48.90 $97.74 $63.09 $65.18 

Loading buckets onto cart: $11.45 per hour (ordinary casual rate) 

SUGGESTED DRYING GREEN RATES 
Adult- $11 .45 per hour (ordinary casual rate) 

Crouch en 

$71 .10 

$88.88 
$177.75 
$184.86 
$78.21 

Palomino Doradillo 

$50.80 $32.30 

$63.50 $40.38 
$127.00 $80.75 
$132.08 $83.98 
$55.88 $35.53 

Rack shaking - 50 yard rack: Rack dehydration (Grower to supply fuel): 

- complete job (hessian up, shake, 
cart out, spread and rake) $9.38per tier 

- part job (shake and cart out) $3.91 per tier 
- shaking only $2.13per tier 

Boxing $4.41per bulk bin 

50 yard rack 
affix & remove curtains 
minimum charge 
75 yard rack 
affix & remove curtains 
minimum charge 

$ 28.79 per hour 
$ 57.52 per rack 
$172.69 
$ 28.79 per hour 
$ 86.38 per rack 
$230.18 

SUGGESTED HARVEST CONTRACT -Suggested rates per dried tonne where grower supplies all equipment and 
materials:Higher rates should be agreed where the contractor provides any equipment or materials. 

Sultana Zante Carina Gordo 

Full Job (pick, cart, spread,spray/dip, $478 $680 $554 $511 
shake, finish dry, box, load) 

Part Job #1 (pick, cart, spread) $423 $634 $508 $455 

Part Job #2 (pick, cart, spread, spray/dip) $432 $464 

Trellis Dried Summer Pruning $11 .45 per hour (ordinary casual rate) 

OFFICIAL WAGE RATES 
Minimum wages are: 

General Hand or Pruner with 2 years experience 
General Hand 
Fruit Picker - Weekly Wage 
Fruit Picker- Piecework Base rate $336.10 
plus 17.5% plus 12.5%. Total Rate 

Per Week 
$406.80 
$390.00 
$373.40 

$449.29 

Shiraz 

$80.80 

$101.00 
$202.00 
$210.08 
$88.88 

The maximum amount which may be deducted for full Board and Lodging during the harvest season is $74.70 per 
week. 

Casuals 
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$11.45 per hour 

This information is supplied as a service to growers by: 
The Australian Dried Fruits Association Inc. 
While all care has been taken in the preparation of this information no responsibility or 
liability is accepted by the ADFA for its accuracy. 
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Future Role of the ADFA 

With the restructure and deregulation of the dried fruits 
industry, it was inevitable that the ADFA would also need to 
review its own operations. 

This has already started with the position of General 
Manger being made redundant due to fmancial pressures. A 
further review will also need to look at future involvement in 
the areas the ADF A has traditionally been involved in. 

Dried fruits is no longer the main viticultural crop in 
Sunraysia or the Riverland as has been in the past, and 
perhaps joint representation with other bodies representing 
wine grapes or table grapes will need to be looked at. 

The Board is currently reviewing its role and discussions 
are taking place where the sharing of responsibilities and the 
opportunity to economically out source work on issues 
affecting dried fruits in particular, and viticulture generally. 

The Merbein branch of the ADF A held a meeting recently 
to review the future of its branch and the ADFA. 

A SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats), 
analysis was carried out to determine this review. 

The result of this analysis is presented below. A similar 
exercise by other branches may focus growers' minds on the 
main issues that their organisation, the ADF A, should be 
involved in. The decision is yours! 

Strengths: 

SWOT Analysis by the 
Merbein Dried Fruit Growers Union 

• Cash Reserves 
• Longevity of organisation 
• Peak Industry Body 
• Run & Financed by Growers 
• Experienced B.O.M. 
• Ability to react quickly to Industry needs. 
• Growers contributing levies have shown their belief in the 

need for a peak industry body 

Weaknesses: 

• Loss of Grower support - Why? 
Communication break down 

- environment changes have satisfied growers dollar 
returns. 

• Poor meeting attendance's - both branches and federal 
council 

• A.D.F.A. relations with packers not strong. 
• Branches less than revenue neutral 
• Loss of skilled personal in downsizing 
• Uncertainty of price each season for product. 

Opportunities: 

• Strengthen Grower Base 
Communicate A.D.F.A. Successes 
Grower Discount Card 
Grower Manual 

- A.D.F.A. Newsletter profile lifted. 
Thankyou letter to Merbein growers whom paid levies 

attach S.W.O.T. 
Invite growers to Christmas dirmer 
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Telephone Discount 
Discount premiums through hail insurance. 
Grower Education forums 

• Improve relations with packers, but remain at arms 
length. 

• Branches re-look at fmancing structure to ensure their 
fmancial viability. 

• Contract in skilled personnel when needed, both branch 
level and B.O.M. level. 

Threats: 

• Wineries/Dried Sultana competition fluctuates tonnage's 
dried. 

• Import competition 
• Fragmentation of Industry 
• Critical Mass 
• Harvest Labour availability's with new contractual 

administration changes 
• Weather- Inaccurate forecasting 
• Water- Availability/Price. 

Analysis: 

Why are we on the committee? 

As individuals, we cannot open doors to give us the 
information we need to make more accurate business 
discussions on our properties. But, collectively as a united 
body the opportunities that arise for us to take part in are 
immense, e.g. educational workshops addressing pest and 
disease, business planning, Packing shed inspection tours, 
Water systems tours etc. Similarly, we cannot make 
penetrating representations to governrnent as individuals, or 
make inroads on water issues. 

Should Merbein Dried Fruit Growers Union Disband? 

In light of the downsizing our Industry has experienced, in the 
short term, all branches should remain. Branches should be 
discussing their SWOT, and taking advantages of identifiable 
opportunities they can move on to. 

• Communication between branches and B.O.M. Two 
meetings per year with chairman B.O.M. and branches 
Chairperson. 

• Branch grower meetings better times e.g. meet before 
Federal Council to bring up any pertinent issues to be 
discussed. 

• Don't downsize committee membership, we should 
endeavour to encourage new committee members. 

• Continue with grower information days, but on current 
issues that present themselves at that time. 

Apart from the SWOT analysis carried out, some 
initiatives of the ADF A were discussed, these included: 

Recorded Weather/Phone Information Service 
Pest & Disease Identification 
Harvest Labour Office 
Hail Insurance Scheme 
Introduction of Root Stocks 
Telephone Discounts Scheme 
Strong Representation with Water Industry Reform 
Labour Initiatives - New Work Opportunity Scheme~ 

where growers obtained labour and a cash grant of $4000 
Sunrise 21 Involvement in Regional Development 
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ADFA BOARD REVIEW 

The ADF A has compiled a list of areas that it is currently 
involved in. This listing highlights the extensive 
representation that is made on behalf of growers. 

In determining whether or not to fmancially support the 
ADF A, growers need to be aware that to have a voice that 
matters in the public arena, whether it is with the Government 
or Council or Private Groups, involvement in a range of issues 
needs to take place. 

And with involvement, comes the need to have the 
resources to achieve this. And to achieve this, growers need to 
support the ADFA not only fmancially, which is important, 
but with active participation. 

The ADF A is not a monolith, growing on it own accord. It 
is a grower organisation, owned by growers, run by growers, 
and representing the growers ' best interests. 

The following briefly lists where the ADFA's resources 
are used. Items listed are not in any particular order. 

Industrial Relations - representation in dealing with unions, 
Industrial Relations Conunission hearings, and answering 
grower queries in relation to the award. 

Promotional Activities - sending out recipes and photographs 
to the general media, recipes to enquiries from the public, 
and school project material to students/schools. 

Sunrise 21 - representation on the board for regional 
development 

Water & Environment - water & environment committee 
dealing with water issues, representation on the bulk water 
entitlement working group. 

Dried Fruits News - produce a magazine which keeps dried 
fruit growers abreast of industry happenings. 

Riverlink - representation on the committee which 
encompasses the three State agricultural bodies plus 
CSIRO ensuring that duplication of project activities does 
not occur 

Spray Diary - includes spray, irrigation and chemic.al use 
recording. Is considered the leader in its field. · 

N.F.F.- representation as an associate member. 
Drying for Profit - run program which disseminates research 

information and deals with roduction roblems. 

A.D.F.B.- board represntation 
DFRDC - research and development body 
Government Liaison/Lobbying - dealing with government on 

grower related issues. 
Chemical Residue - representation on the committee which 

deals with monitoring levels of chemicals in dried fruit for 
domestic and export sales 

VAMVVIA Victorian and Murray Valley Vine 
Improvement Association - representation on committee 
dealing with production and distribution of vine cuttings. 

AQIS - Australian Quarantine and Inspection Services -
monitoring imports for risks associated with pests and 
diseases. 

Dried Fruits Trust Inc. - managing funds from the previous 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board for the development of the 
dried fruits industry. 

Weed Seed Free Program - administered a program which 
fmancially rewards growers for delivering weed free fruit. 

Federal Council - annual general meeting of the ADF A, and 
forum for discussing dried fruit issues. 

Crop Insurance - operating a hail and frost insurance scheme. 
Sunraysia/Riverland Forum - regional meetings to brief and 

discuss industry issues. 
Harvest Labour - representation on the committee, ensuring 

an adequate supply of labour during harvest. 
Viticultural Nursery - production of a source of cuttings of 

root stocks. 
M.V.W.I.D.C. - Accounting/Secretary - provision of services 

to the Murray Valley Wine Grape Industry Development 
Committee. 

International Sultana Conference representation in 
international forums. 

A.D.F.A. Shop - operation of successful industry retail store. 
Taxation Issues - deal with issues concerning growers, ie. 

Accelerated depreciation, SGC, etc. 
Grower Quality Manual - production of growing guide to 

produce quality dried fruit. 
Statistics - compiling of production and import figures 
Telephone Discount Scheme - operating a discount scheme 

on residential and mobile tele hones 

Roll-over Protection Structures 

Growers may not be aware that in some States, it is illegal 
to operate a tractor without a roll-over protection structure 
(ROPS). 

Victoria 
It is now compulsory 

for most pre-1981 tractors 
to be fitted with roll over 
protection. 

Amendments to the 
Plant Regulations, which 
make it illegal to have a pre 
1981 tractor without ROPS 
unless it is impracticable, 
came into effect on 
November 19, 1998. 

Exemptions are only 
available where it would be 
dangerous to have a ROPS 

installed, or the tractor weighs less than 560kg. 
Growers need to aware that all tractors now require ROPS to 

be fitted. Details are provided by the government in the new 
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code of practice which has been issued. A copy can be obtained 
from the ADFA. 

New South Wales 
All tractors weighing between 560 and 15,000 kg when 

carrying fuel and oil must be fitted with a ROPS. The frame 
must comply with Australian Standards (overseas equivalents 
are not acceptable), and once fitted are not allowed to be altered 
in any way. 

South Australia 
Provisions in South Australia differ in that ROPS has to be 

fitted only to 
tractors over 
560kg and 
which were 
manufactured 
from 111 /81. 
But, tractors 
manufactured 
prior to 
1/ 1/81 are not 
required to 
have ROPS fitted 
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DRIED VINE FRUITS MANUAL 

ADFA Dried Vine Fruit Manual Released 

The Dried Vine Fruit Manual has been well received by 
growers since its launch at the ADF A Federal Council and 
subsequent distribution to producers in September. 

The manual was compiled and edited for the ADF A by the 
Executive Officer of the Dried Fruits Research and 
Development Council, Mr Ross Skinner, with assistance from 
the ADFA, and its publication cost was met from the DPIE's 
Agribusiness funding of the Drying for Profit Program. 

Mr. Ross Skinner presents the ADFA Dried Fruits Manual to the 
Chairman of the ADFA Mr. Peter Macintosh at the 1998 Federal 

Council 

The need for the manual was recognised by the ADF A 
during a period of industry concern over the improving 
quality of our competitors' product. It was also seen that there 
was a need to improve the quality of Australian dried grapes, 
particularly in regard to stickiness and contaminants, if valued 
domestic and export customers were to continue to purchase 
our fruit at premium prices. 

Many past and present researchers contributed to the 
technical sections of the manual which was reformatted and 
edited to present an easy to understand publication with a 
clear focus on better practices. 

Large volumes of research fmdings and extension 
materials were assessed and summarised over a period of time 
whilst current research into critical quality factors, such as 
fruit stickiness, determined the causes of poor product. 

The document is illustrated with photographs and 
diagrams produced by many people including the ADF A, 
DFRDC, Drying for Profit, Departments of Agriculture, the 
CSIRO and wine grape bodies, the GWRDC, A WR1 and CRC 
for Viticulture. 

The publication provides the latest information on 
producing a quality product, maximising yields, reducing 
production costs and managing a viable and efficient business 
enterprise. It conveys the pride the industry should have in 
producing world 's best product with world's best practices. 
The need for continual improvement underlies the manual and 
the provision of information to achieve this improvement is its 
objective. 

It is to be hoped the manual provides the motivation to 
industry members to be part of an important industry that is 
moving forward with considerable momentum in terms of 
returns, improved productive capacity, and more efficient 
practices. 

The manual is the world's best document in relation to 
dried grape production and the ADFA congratulates those 
individuals and organisations that contributed to its 
production, and encourages its use to provide further 
momentum in our industry's pursuit of excellence. 

Notice of Meeting - Sunraysia Growers 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association will hold a growers meeting in Sunraysia on 
Monday, January 18, 1998, at 2.00pm 

Board of Management will provide overview of up-coming harvest and market conditions 
Processor representatives will advise of receival terms and conditions 

A briefing on the Export Markets and the restructure of the ADFB will be provided 
Arrangements for harvest labour will be given 

and more 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL 

FEDERAL COUNCIL 1998 
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 

1. OVERVIEW 
1.1 Since the 1997 ADFA Federal Council there have been 
a number of notable events within the Australian Dried Fruits 
Industry, including: 
• a significant improvement in dried vine fruit production 

following the poor yields of 1997. the cessation of full 
equalisation of dried vine fruit returns. 

• the introduction of guaranteed minimum payments for 
season 1998 dried vine fruits the winding down to 
termination of the State Dried Fruit Boards of NSW, 
Victoria, and WA. 

• the introduction of voluntary funding arrangements for the 
ADFA. 

• creation of the Dried Fruits Industry Development Trust to 
take over the $800,000 surplus assets of the Victorian 
Dried Fruits Board. 

• Government convened industry roundtable discussions to 
consider the future of the Australian Dried Fruits Board. 

2. 1998 SEASON PRODUCTION 
2.1 Sultanas: Most producers achieved average yields of 

fresh sultanas. What initially appeared to be a heavy 
crop did not materialise due to the combination of a 
number of factors including heat stress in November, 
rain in January, disease, and some hail losses. 

T 

While dried sultana production recovered from the 
very low levels of 1997 to approximately 36,000 dried 
tonnes, this production level is less than half that 
achieved in the early 90's. This reduced production 
clearly demonstrates the impact of the removal of 
sultana vines and the continuing strong intake by 
wineries estimated at approximately 120,000 fresh 
tonnes. 

SULTANA SALES 
by Season of Production 
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2.2 Currants: The production of dried currants was even 
lower that in the previous year. Rain in late January 
caused severe damage to Zante currants and there was 
again strong demand for Carinas by wineries. It is also 
apparent that removal of currant vines has severely 
reduced the potential production level for this variety. 

2.3. Raisins: Raisin production rebounded from the very 
low level of last year to 2900 tonnes. Given that most 
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of the raisin type grapes are usually directed to wine, it 
takes only a slight redirection of grower preference as 
to outlet for dried production to fluctuate widely. 

2.4 Apricots: There was a good yield of apricots, but on a 
dramatically reduced number of trees. Good drying 
conditions prevailed resulting in good quality fruit 
making in the desired sizes. 

APRICOT PRODUCTION 
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2.5 Peaches: The promise of reasonable returns attracted 
an adequate intake of dried peaches, predominately of 
very good quality. 

2.6 Pears: The low returns of last season prompted a 
reduced production of dried pears. As drying 
conditions remained ideal, fruit was of very good 
quality. 

3. MARKET OVERVIEW 
3.1 Fruit Availability: Total Australian fruit available for 

sale during the 1998/99 marketing year from both 
ADF A and non-ADF A sources is estimated as: 

Season 1998 Carry-in Total 
(tonnes) (tonnes) (tonnes) 

Currants 2, 164 250 2,414 
Sultanas 35,973 3,804 39,777 
Raisins 2,762 278 3,040 
Apricots 1,580 320 1,900 
Peaches 350 120 470 
Pears 370 110 480 

3.2 Allocations: In line with the deregulated approach to 
dried fruit marketing open allocations apply to all dried 
fruit varieties of the 1998 season, with the exception of 
tonnage limits on sultanas to New Zealand and Japan. 
It is expected that preference of supply will be given to 
the domestic market for all varieties. 

3.3 Australian Consumption: Dried vine fruit 
consumption within Australian in the year ended 
February 28, 1998 was 35,789 tonnes. Of this 25,103 
tonnes was Australian fruit (70%) and 10,686 tonnes 
imported (30%). 
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Australian dried tree fruit consumption in the same 
period is estimated at 6,694 tonnes with the source of 
supply being Australian fruit 2, 771 tonnes and imports 
3,923 tonnes. 

3.4. Imports: In the year ending February 28, 1998 the 
import of dried sultanas fell by 10% while the import 
of dried apricots increased by 15%. 

Sultana imports were 7,969 tonnes. It is likely that 
imports would have continued to exceed 8,000 tonnes 
per annum had not the devaluation of the Australian 
dollar made imports less fmancially attractive. 

SULTANA IMPORTS 
by Marketing Year 
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Australian sultanas still dominate the retail sector, and 
also receive strong support from some quality 
conscious manufacturers. 

However there are warning signs that this position is 
deteriorating as the inability to fully supply Australian 
currants to the manufacturing sector means that not all 
manufacturers will be able to label their fruit as being 
"Product of Australia" 

(From left to right) 
Mr. Ian Thorn General Manager), Mr.Peter Macintosh 

(Chariman), and Mr. Eddie Lloyd( President) 

With Greek currants being more plentiful and their 
price falling, and Australia being unable to fully supply 
demand for Australian currants, the import of currants 
rose from 821 tonnes to 217 4 tonnes in the year to 
February 28. 

3635 tonnes of dried apricots were imported 
representing 65% of total Australian consumption of 
5,620 tonnes. 
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3.5. Import Duties: The level of import duty on all driec 
fruits imported into Australia, regardless of variety an< 
origin, is now 5%. 

This level of duty does not provide any meaningfu 
protection to the Australian industry. 

The phase down of import ·duties which wa 
completed on July 1, 1996 has encouraged higher levt 
of imports and depressed prices for Australian fru 
within the domestic market. 

APRICOT IMPORTS 
by Mari<eting Year 
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3.6 Domestic Dried Vine Fruit Pricing: With imp 
duties at the purely nominal rate of 5%, Australia 
now just one segment of the international market 
dried fruits. 

Accordingly the availability and value of overs 
fruit has a great impact in determining the value 
Australian fruit sold on the domestic market. 

Mr. Geoff Sheppard, National Sales Manager for Austr 
Dried Fruits Sales (Sunbeam Foods), gives an overview 

Australian market. 
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These marketers of Australian fruit took advantage of 
the increased value of imported fruit due to the fall in 
the value of the Australian dollar to increase most 
prices within the domestic market. 
With the restructuring of the dried vine fruit industry, 
particularly the end of full equalisation, the ADFA is 
no longer involved in setting prices for dried fruits in 
any market. 

Prices are now set by the competitive forces between 
the major suppliers, Sunbeam foods, Angas Park, Sun 
Dried, and importers. 

The end of voluntary equalisation also brought about 
the termination of the ADF A run initiatives in regard to 
Volume Buy Promotion Discounts and Export 
Manufactured Foods Rebates. 

It is understood that both of these mechanisms have 
been replaced by each of the marketers making their 
own arrangements for key customers. 

e Hon. Tim Fisher, Deputy Prime Minister addresses delegates 
and observers at the Federal Council dinner. 

3. 7 Dried Vine Fruits - Export: Despite the increased 
production of dried vine fruits there will be no great 
increase in the availability of supply to export due to 
the absence of any significant carry in of last seasons 
stock. 

Shipments in the past three marketing years 
compared to the projection for this year for major 
markets are: 
The higher prices of last year have been able to be 
continued due to the devaluation of the Australian 
dollar. 
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With the continuing removal of sultana vines, it is 
becoming more likely that the future average export of 
sultanas will be 15,000 tonnes, or perhaps less. 

Furthermore, only minimal quantities of currants and 
seeded raisins will be available to select export 
markets. 

SALES BY MARKETING YEAR 
1995/9 1996/9 1997/98 Est. 
6 7 1998/99* 

Germany 4,840 9,975 2,670 3,336 
UK/France 2,816 3,210 2,678 3,075 
Other 1,467 2,026 1,037 948 
Europe 
Canada 1,530 6,123 6,270 3,697 
New 1,983 2,419 2,210 996 
Zealand 
Japan 641 1,145 701 503 
Other 78 1 932 506 339 
Markets 

14,047 25,830 16,072 12,894 

* Assuming unshipped orders and full allocations are taken 
up. 

3.8 Dried Tree Fruits: It appears that the dried apricot 
market is at last regaining some stability. There is now 
some prospect for increased prices leading to increased 
returns to growers, however as noted earlier Australian 
fruit is not the dominant product within the Australian 
dried apricot market, although it retains a very strong 
presence within the retail sector. 

However Turkish apricots have taken up a strong 
position in the retail sector. 

The presence of this fruit on supermarket shelves at 
prices much cheaper than Australian fruit continues to 
impede any dramatic increase in prices and returns to 
growers. 

Most manufacturing requirements for dried apricots 
have been taken over by imported fruit as Australian 
growers cannot afford to supply dried apricots at 
competitive prices. 

Grower margins on all dried tree fruit varieties 
remains small, and accordingly trees continue to be 
removed, with most being replaced by wine grapes. 

3.9 Australian Promotion: The marketing agents, 
particularly Sunbeam foods and Angas Park, undertake 
the majority of promotion of dried fruits within the 
Australian market. 

This promotion activity is split between supporting 
their own brand names for consumer packeted fruit, 
and providing fmancial support to the promotion of 
manufactured products containing Australian dried 
fruits. 

The ADF A Promotion Committee has undertaken a 
limited range of non-brand promotion activities, 
including: 
• A pre-Christmas media campaign. 
• Distribution of the newly developed school education 

materials. 
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• An innovative program with students of the Sydney 
T AFE to develop a high profile media campaign. 

3.10 Made In Australia Labelling: The Federal 
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government has announced proposals to clarify 
requirements for the use of 'Made in Australia ' 
labelling. 

Under the proposal the use of the 'Made in Australia' 
label will be allowed only where the product has been 
substantially transformed within Australia and at least 
50% of the cost of production has been incurred within 
Australia. 

These clarifications are welcomed, but do not 
necessarily cover some of the existing grey areas e.g. 
the issue of what constitutes substantial transformation, 

CURRANT SALES 
by Season of Production 
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with the classic case being the making of peanut butter 
from imported peanuts. 

Another problem is where imported ingredients are 
very cheap, it does not take much· processing within 
Australia to exceed 50% of the total cost. That is, the 
cheaper the imported ingredient the easier it is to pass 
the 'Made in Australia' test. 

The government has noted that special requirements 
maybe required for food, with the Australian and New 
Zealand Food Authority being requested to review 
what these requirements might be. 

The ADF A will continue to monitor the development 
and implementation of these proposals. 

3.1 1 Further Information: More information on the 
marketing of Australian dried fruits will be provided at 
Federal Council, especially through the addresses to be 
provided by the Chairman of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Board, and the General Manager of Australian 
Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. 

4. FARM MANAGEMENT 

4.1 Crop Insurance: The ADF A continued its successful 
crop insurance program into the 1997/98 season. 

While ADFA insurance is limited to the Murray 
Valley between Swan Hill and Murray Bridge and the 
Darling downstream from Menindee, it is the largest 
insurer of Viticultural crops within Australia. 

Cover is not limited to drying varieties, but extends to 
all grapes including wine varieties and tablegrapes. 

16 - ADFA Dried Fruits News 

For the 1997/98 season, the ADFA continued 
highly popular production cost cover and also t 
recently introduced profit cover which allows growt 
to insure a higher value of their choosing. 

The 1997/98 season also saw the introduction ol 
hail and frost agreed value cover. This is a combin 
cover against hail and frost, with the groVI 
determining the value of the cover required. 

Many growers again found the value of havi 
ADFA crop insurance cover with hail storms striki 
insured crops on November 10 and 27, December · 
and January 14. 

The last of these storms was the most significant w 
losses of up to 100% on a number of grape growi 
properties in the Curlwaa/Coomealla district. 

There were no claims during the past year in relatJ 
to frost damage. 

4.2 Fire Blight: The discovery of fire blight in 
Botanical Gardens in Melbourne and Adelaide pla1 
severe pressure upon the Australian Quarantine < 

Inspection Service (AQIS) to allow the import of N 
Zealand Apples into Australia. 

The ADFA is greatly concerned that these apr 
could carry fire blight, an extremely serious dise 
affecting both apples and pears. If fire blight 1 

introduced into Australia crop losses are anticipatec 
be so heavy as to make the production of dried pt 
unviable. 

Following the removal of the affected plants from 
Botanical Gardens, two successive reviews of I 
plants Australia wide has failed to reveal any other 
blight infections. 

On this basis the ADF A is hopeful that AQIS · 
confirm its prohibition on the import of New Zeal 
apples. 

Board of Management- 1997/98 
(From left to right) 

Neil Hurley, Andrew Murdoch, Peter Macintosh, Peter Jo 
Graham Robertson, Philip Sims, Mark HancocA 

Gary Thomas, and Anthony Martin. 

4.3 Grape Quarantine: AQIS is also considerin1 
application to allow the import of US tablegrapes. 

AQIS will consider this application in accord 
with its import risk analysis procedures. As part o: 
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process it will consult with the Australian grape 
industry and seek its views on the risks identified. 

When this stage is reached the ADFA will strongly 
oppose the import of US tablegrapes as the USA has a 
number of grape vine diseases not present in Australia, 
including the very severe Pierce's Disease. 

4.4 Drying for Profit: This program continues to 
facilitate excellence in dried vine fruit production by 
promoting best management practices and 
demonstrating the latest technology to dried fruit 
growers. 

Drying for Profit has continued to be well received 
by growers as it continues to bring new and vital 
information to them in surroundings in which they feel 
most comfortable. 

During the last year the emphasis of the program has 
changed a little, with there now being more seminars 
and field days open to all interested growers. 

Changes to the management of the program have not 
hinded its effectiveness, with the ADF A being very 
fortunate to obtain the services of Michael Pullen, 
previously Secretary of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board. 

The ADF A is also very pleased that the Federal 
Government has acknowledged the worth of the Drying 
for Profit Program by committing a further three years 
funding to a technology diffusion project. 

The ADF A acknowledges the assistance of the 
CSIRO; the Agriculture departments in Victoria1. NSW, 
and SA; and the Dried Fruits Research and 
Development Council in providing technical input to 
the Drying for Profit program. 

4.5 Industrial Relations: Through its Committee on 
Industrial Relations, the ADF A has maintained its 
position as the major body involved in wage setting and 
other industrial relations issues on behalf of the dried 
fruits industry. 

The report of this Committee is contained in 
appendix 2 to this report. 

4.6 Harvest Labour: A new approach to the recruiting of 
Harvest Labour will apply to the 1999 season. 

New employment placement arrangements have been 
implemented by the Federal Government since May 1. 

The most significant of these is the employment 
provider functions being opened up to private 
enterprises on a fee for service basis, with payment 
based upon the success of these organisations in 
actually placing people in employment. 

Fortunately the government responded to the 
concerns of the ADF A and other industry organisations 
and has made special provision for harvest labour 
arrangements. 

The harvest labour contract for Sunraysia was 
awarded to the Mildura and District Education 
Committee (MADEC) which has agreed to work in 
conjunction with the existing Mildura and District 
Harvest Labour Committee to satisfy harvest labour 
requirements. 
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The ADF A will continue to monitor the new 
government arrangements to ensure that dried fruit 
growers are not disadvantaged. 

4.7 Water & Irr igation Policy: The ADFA has continued 
to take a major interest in regard to a range of issues 
impacting on water, irrigation, and the environment. 

Further details in this regard are included in report of 
the ADFA's Water and Environment Committee in 
Appendix 3 to this report. 

4.8 Taxation of Fruit Payments: The introduction of 
guaranteed minimum payments for dried vine fruits led 
to a review by the Australian Taxation Office (A TO) of 
how fruit payments had to be reported for income tax 
purposes. 

Previously, due to the uncertainty of the value of the 
fmal payment to growers, the A TO allowed growers to 
report their income on a cash flow basis. 

However with the move to a guaranteed minimum 
payment the A TO will require growers to report the full 
value of the crop produced in the year to June 30, 
regardless of whether they have received this full 
payment within that year. This is consistent with 
income reporting requirements applying to other 
industries, including winegrapes. 

Chairman ofthe Board of Management Mr. Peter Macintosh 
attended his last Federal Council as Chairman. Peter decided 

not to renominate for a position on the board. 

This change in reporting requirements has minimal 
impact on those growers who usually took the high 
door payment option as the cash and accrual value are 
the same. However those growers who normally took a 
door payment followed by a succession of progressive 
payments would have faced a significant increase in tax 
in the 1997/98 fmancial year due to the need to report 
the actual cash received in that period plus the accrued 
value of the unpaid portion of their 1998 production. 

Fortunately the ADFA with the assistance of local 
accountants was able to convince the ATO of the need 
to smooth this additional tax burden over three years. 
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Under this arrangement growers will need to report 
only one third of the difference between their cash and 
accrued value within the 1998/99 taxation year, with a 
further one third being taken up in each of taxation 
years ending in 2000 and 2001. Producers should seek 
advice of their taxation advisers for further details. 

4.9 Residue Management: The ADFA has continued to 
take an active role in the residue management program 
for dried vine fruits. 

At one stage last year it appeared that arrangements 
for a whole of industry program may break down, but 
fortunately a single program has been continued. 

Dried vine fruit residue management program 
continues to use the anti body test kits developed by the 
CSIRO under a Dried Fruits Research and 
Development Council research project. These 
procedures allow the industry to test for a wider range 
of chemicals very cost effectively. 

These new procedures have been proven to be so 
effective that they are now to be commercialised 
worldwide. This will result in Australian Residue 
management program incurring a greater cost 
(materials were provided free of charge during the 
research phase) but the program will still be very cost 
effective. 

Federal Council was well attended during the first day which 
was scheduled as an information day open to the public. 

It is also proposed that the procedures developed for 
dried vine fruits be extended to included dried tree 
fruits. This will allow screening of tree fruits for a 
wider range of chemicals without any significant 
increase in the total cost of tree fruit testing. 

Screening of vine fruits and tree fruits for chemical 
residues, coupled with appropriate advice to growers in 
regard to best management practices are very effective 
complimentary activities in ensuring that buyers can be 
confident that Australian dried fruits are free of 
chemical residues. 

4.10 ADFA Viticultural Nursery: The ADFA has started 
redevelopment of its Viticultural nursery property in 
Koorlong A venue, Irymple. 

The aim of this redevelopment is to develop best 
practice operations with a view to using the property as 

- • • ... .. . : ... _ ~ . ..... . ,It" 

a demonstration site to be utilised by the Drying for 
Profit program, and also to maximise the non levy 
income flowing to the ADFA. 

The drying rack and concrete slab have been 
removed to allow the planting of 1.75 acres of 
Sunmuscat on 1103 Paulsen. A swing arm trellis will 
be installed to allow the demonstration of advanced 
trellis drying. 

The balance of the property will be developed oveJ 
the following four years. The development will includr 
the installation of various forms of irrigatio1 
scheduling, fertigation, and automatic irrigatio: 
controls. Approximately 2 acres of the 10 acr 
property will be retained for the production c 
rootstock cuttings. 

4.11 Harvest Weather Watch: The ADFA negotiated wi 
the Bureau of Meteorology for the upgrade of tl 
Mildura based Harvest Weather Service. 

The new service has a much increased capaci1 
overcoming the problem of the previous system 
being unable to handle all of the calls received wh 
adverse weather threatened. 

The harvest weather service was previou 
subsidised by the ADF A, but the cost will now 
covered by a small user charge on the 1900 informat 
service line. 

During the 1998 harvest the weather bureau ~ 

successfully trialed a new radar fax service. 1 
service provides a fax back of the Mi1dura radar pic 
providing a hardcopy representation of the rain eel 
described in the telephone service. 

5. PROCESSING 

5 .I Dried Vine Fruit Classing: The AD' 
Commonwealth Vine Fruits Grade Fixing Comrr 
was not required to meet for the 1998 seaso 
processors chose to implement their own arranger 
for setting reference samples. 

Similarly the termination of the NSW Dried 
Board and the decision of the Victorian Dried : 
Board to cease active operations saw the procr 
being totally responsible for the classing of rec( 
without any industry supervision. 

The implementation of these deregulated act 
was greatly aided by the Standard Op( 
Procedures previously developed by the State Bo: 
consultation with processors and the ADF A. 

From the overall success of the deregulation 
classing and receival practice, there appears to 
reason to return to a regulated approach tc 
activities. 

5.2 Proposed Food Hygiene Standards: 
deregulation is occurring at one level, it is possi 
new regulations will be applied in regard 
hygiene standards. 

The Australian and New Zealand Food Auth< 
released a proposal to introduce national regu· 
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food hygiene standards. Presently food hygiene is 
managed on a state by state basis. 

Under the proposal, all food business would need to 
notify their existence to the relative authority and also 
prepare a food safety plan based on hazard analysis 
principles. 

The draft proposal issued for discussion includes 
farmers within the defmition of a food business where 
part of the processing is carried out on the farm e.g. on 
property drying would require the registration and 
implementation of a food safety plan. 

Dried fruit is not the only industry to be impacted by 
these proposals, other industries include anywhere 
where fruit and vegetables are packed on farm, 
dairying, and on farm slaughtering, e.g. chickens. 

The ADFA has supported the National Farmers 
Federation in lobbying against the proposal to include 
farm businesses as providing a draconian and 
unnecessary impost. 

The ADF A will continue to monitor the progress of 
these proposals. 

6. RESEARCH 

6. 1 Dried Fruits Research and Development Council: 
The ADF A continues to support the Dried Fruits 
Research and Development Council (DFRDC) as the 
vehicle to direct the major research and development 
initiatives of the industry. 

The DFRDC is funded by a levy on all dried fruits, 
including tree fruits and prunes, with gov.e_rnment 
matching expenditure on a dollar for dollar basis. 

In 1997/98 an estimated $900,000 dollars is to be 
spent on dried vine fruits research, $160,000 dollars on 
dried tree fruits, and $150,000 dollars on prunes. 

The present research levy is $10 dollars per tonne for 
dried vine fruits, $29 dollars per tonne for dried tree 
fruits, and $13 dollars per tonne for prunes. 

DFRDC Expenditure by Category 

Re .. arch 
contlgency funda 

20% 

Improve product 
quality 

24% 

Enhance marketing 
_.,.._.__,.-'\ opportunltloo 

7% 

adoption of 
technology 

4% 
Develop rea11rch 

Admlnlttratlon environment 
10".1 1% 

The ADFA is confident that the excellent work of the 
DFRDC will be carried on under the newly constituted 
Council. The new Chair is Dr Prue McMichael who 
replaces Mr Bob Taylor who served the industry with 
great distinction. The continuing members of the 
Council are Ivan Shaw, Keith Sticpewich, Rob Walker, 
with the new members being Val Cranwell-Smith, John 
Fielke, Peter Jones, and Richard Vines. 
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Further details on the activities of the Dried Fruits 
Research and Development Council will be included in 
its report to Federal Council. 

6.2 Government Review of Research Arrangements: 
The Board of Management is pleased that the Federal 
government chose to not implement the 
recommendations of the Mortimer Review in regard to 
Rural Research. 

These recommendations would have seen the 
restructuring of dried fruit research arrangements, most 
probably with a reduced fmancial contribution from the 
government. 

6.3 Co-operative Research Centre for Viticulture: The 
ADF A continues to take an active interest in the 
operation of · the Co-operative Research Centre for 
Viticulture (CRCV), and is represented on both its 
Board of Management and its Management Committee 
by ADFA Board member Mr Tony Martin. 

Proposals to continue the effort of the existing CRCV 
are well advanced with the Viticulture 2000 group 
preparing a submission for the creation of a new CRCV 
to immediately follow on from the termination of the 
existing seven year program. 

The dried fruits industry is represented on Viticulture 
2000 by Mr Ross Skinner and Mr Ivan Shaw, both of 
theDFRDC. 

6.4 Riverlink: Riverlink is the co-ordinating Committee 
of the CSIRO and the Departments of Agriculture in 
Victoria, NSW and SA in relation to activities in 
relation to horticulture. 

This Committee has been very successful in co
ordinating research and extension activities and 
preventing urmecessary duplication. 

The ADFA is represented on the Riverlink Council 
by the Chairman of the ADFA Board of Management, 
Mr Peter Macintosh. 

6.5 CSIRO Merbein: The ADFA welcomes the decision 
to upgrade the CSIRO's Merbein Research facility. 
The number of research scientists at Merbein will 
increase from 9 to 17. The new positions will include 
researchers in post harvest horticulture, and plant 
hormone gene interactions including gene 
manipulation. 

6.6 Plant Breeding: The Board of Management is pleased 
with the results of the DFRDC funded programs for 
plant breeding. It appears that the dried apricot 
industry will receive the benefit of a new apricot with 
excellent taste, colour similar to Australian fruit, and a 
drying ratio of 4-4.5 to 1 compared to the existing 
drying ratios in excess of 6 to 1. 

The ADFA is also pleased with the commercialisation 
of the Sunmuscat variety. Sunmuscat is a USA cross of 
muscat of alexandria with sultana and has been 
successfully evaluated by a DFRDC funded CSIRO 
project as a promising seedless variety with muscat 
flavour. 
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It is hoped that this variety will be accepted by the 
market as an alternative to the traditional raisin. Due to 
the absence of seeds, greater returns to growers are 
promised when compared to the traditional raisin. 

7. INDUSTRY ECONOMY 

7.1 Industry Reform: There has been substantial reform 
of industry arrangements and structures within the last 
year, including: 
• Termination of full equalisation of dried vine fruit 

returns. (Export equalisation has continued for the 
1998 season only). 

• Adoption by the ADFA of a new focus, structure, and 
rules. 

• The introduction of minimum guaranteed returns for 
dried vine fruits. 

• New voluntary funding arrangements for the ADF A. 

These reforms are the result of the comprehensive 
strategic review of industry operations commenced in 
1996. 

The Board of Management believes that these 
reforms will lead to the creation of a competitive 
environment in which growers will be justly rewarded 
for the fruit characteristics and volumes required by the 
market place. 

The benefits of these reforms are already being 
received by the industry, particularly growers. Further 
benefits will accrue as more of the reform process is 
completed and new arrangements bed down. 

7.2 Sunraysia Horticultural Centre for Excellence: Mr 
Peter Jones of the Board of Management is part of a 
working group investigating the formation of a 
Sunraysia Horticultural Centre for Excellence. 

It is proposed that this Centre will target post tertiary 
education, using the resources of the area to further 
promote Sunraysia as a key horticultural sector. 

The emphasis of the Centre will be on specialised 
training in irrigated horticulture specific to Sunraysia 
conditions and local industries. 

7.3 SunRISE 21: The ADFA has remained active in the 
operations of SunRISE 21 through the participation of 
Peter Macintosh, ADFA Chairman, on the SunRISE 21 
Board of Directors. 

With SunRISE 21 now completing its initial pilot 
program, its future is unclear. Even if it does not 
continue it has made a valuable contribution to 
Sunraysia and assisted in the development of important 
information which will assist in the development of 
horticulture in the region. 

Kickstart Sunraysia and the Sunraysia Land 
Information System, two important initiatives of 
SunRISE 21 will both continue. 

8. ADMINISTRATION 

8.1 Board of Management: The ADF A Board of 
Management has met on 9 occasions since Federal 
Council 1997. In addition individual members and 
staff have been involved in a range of activities 
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including representations to Government and Members 
of Parliament; the DVF industry Roundtable's and 
Statutory Reform Committee; attendance at ADF A 
Branch and State Council meetings; and numerous 
committees to attend to industry activities such as 
Drying for Profit, irrigation, salinity, crop insurance, 
research, etc,. 

Federal Council members and invited guests discussing issues 
affecting the Dried Fruits Industry 

8.2 Sunraysia District Council: The Sunraysia District 
Council (SDC) of the ADF A was wound up in mid 
1997. 
In its absence the Sunraysia branches of the ADF A 

have a direct relationship with the Board of 
Management; the Board of Management and head 
office staff attend to all Sunraysia based issues 
previously dealt with by SDC; and the Board of 
Management convenes local industry forums as 
required so there is no loss of direct flow of 
information to, and input from, producers. 

The surplus assets of SDC were split 50% to its 
member branches pro-rata to average production over 
the last five seasons, and 50% to the ADF A head 
office. 

8.3 National Farmers' Federation: The ADFA has 
withdrawn from membership of the National Farmers 
Federation (NFF). 

This decision was forced upon the Board of 
Management by budgetary constraints, with 
membership of the NFF costing approximately $40,000 
per annum to service. 

The ADFA regrets the need to withdraw from the 
NFF believing that the NFF has made a substantial 
contribution to agriculture in pursuing the common 
interests of all farmers. With many of these best 
pursued on a co-ordinated basis, it is hoped that the 
ADFA will be able to maintain a close working 
relationship with the NFF and its member 
organisations. 

One notable activity of the NFF within the past year 
was the publication of a book featuring women in agri 
politics, with this including a profile on Mrs Lyn 
Heaysman of the dried fruits industry. 
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8.4 ADFA Shop: The ADFA Shop continues to provide 
an effective public relations and promotion outlet, 
showcasing dried fruits as part of a healthy diet. 

The Shop also provides a significant fmancial 
contribution to the operation of the ADF A head office. 

(From left to right) 
Deputy Chairman Mr. Graham Robertson, DFRDC 

Chairperson Dr. Prue McMichael, and DFRDC 
Executive Officer Mr. Ross Skinner 

8.5 ADFA Levy: The change in arrangements for the 
collection of the ADF A levy to a voluntary basis will 
severely test the fmancial security of the ADFA. 

While there has been a strong response to the call for 
dried fruit growers to authorise the deduction of the 
ADF A levy, not all growers have responded. The 
Board of Management will continue to encourage 
growers to provide their fmancial support. 

Due to the nature of many of the ADFA's initiatives 
e.g. tax negotiations, wage rates, irrigation and salinity 
issues, it will not be possible to quarantine all of the 
benefits created by the ADF A to ADF A members. 
Being mindful of this the Board of Management is 
investigating the development of services which will 
have distinct benefits to members. 

However the problem of free riders, who take the 
benefit provided by the ADF A without making any 
contribution, will remain. It is desirable that all 
supporters of the ADF A encourage all dried fruit 
growers to be fmancial members of the ADF A. 

In pursuing industry reform, the ADF A has been 
mindful of the need to attend to its own structures and 
operations. The ADFA expenditure has been reduced 
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from $942,000 five years ago to a budgeted $500,000 
in 1998/99. 

The ADFA receives no government funding, but does 
generate income from other sources including its shop, 
Viticultural nursery, crop insurance, rental of office 
space, and interest. 

While these contributions are valuable, they do not 
remove the need for the collection of a levy. 

8.6 Co-Operation with Winegrape Grower 
Organisations: The ADFA is pleased to welcome the 
Murray Valley Winegrape Industry Development 
Committee, the Mildura and District Winegrape 
Growers Association, and the Victorian Winegrape 
Growers Council as tenants in the ADFA's head office 
in Mildura. 

This arrangement not only reduces the overhead cost 
to both dried fruit and winegrape organisations and 
thus the cost to grape growers, but also provides the 
basis for better co-ordination of activities on behalf of 
the grapegrowing industry. 

8.7 Liaison and Media: The ADFA has continued its 
efforts to keep growers, other industry members, and 
the general public aware of major events within the 
dried fruits industry, and the issues facing it. 

The major vehicles in this regard have remained the 
local media, and the ADFA's publication the 
'Australian Dried Fruits News'. 

The Board records its appreciation to the many 
members of the media who have assisted the ADF A 
over the last year. 

8.8 International Liaison: Mr Peter Macintosh (official 
ADFA representative) and Mr Peter Jones, both of the 
ADFA Board of Management, attended the 
International Table and Raisin Grape Symposium held 
in South Africa in November 1997. 
Arrangements are also being made for a representative 

from the ADF A to attend the international Sultana 
Conference which is to be held in California in October 
1998. 

8.9 Government: The ADF A has maintained close liaison 
with Federal and State Governments, local Members of 
Parliament; the officers of various Government 
departments; the CSIRO; and the Australian Dried 
Fruits Board. 

The Board of Management records its sincere 
appreciation to all those who have assisted the dried 
fruits industry throughout the past year. 

8.10 Auditor: John Keogh and Co. acted as the auditor to 
the ADFA and its affiliates for the 1997/98 fmancial 
year and will continue for 1998/99. 

8.11 Staff: The Board commends the highly professional 
and dedicated efforts of the ADF A staff. The dried 
fruits industry is extremely well served by the highly 
competent staff at both Head Office and the ADFA 
Shop. 

P.J. Macintosh 
CHAIRMAN 
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LOOK INTO THE PAST 

Cont 'd from Dried Fruits News June 1998 ... 
. . . A general desire for land settlement followed on the decline 
of gold mining in Victoria from 1860 onwards. This desire 
could be met to some extent by subdividing some of the large 
pastoral estates held by the squatters; in this way the 
Wirnmera and Northern 

As a result of the meeting these two Canadians became 
interested in the possibilities of repeating their success on a 
larger scale in Australia . 

George Chaffey came to Victoria in 1886, and after 
inspecting most of the valley of the Murray, Australia's 
largest river, he chose the Mildura district as the most suitable 
for irrigation. 

Districts of the State were 
settled. 

il;~'" ~ili)urA ~o~DpnAii'Ul" 'P ruit GfompAul!, ~imitt'b. 
,Silburc, ~ltle>n•. 

This district resembled to 
some extent the Californian 
region where he had already As the land suitable PACKI~Ii SimP No. 1. 
established irrigation 

and available for 
subdivision became 
scarcer, interest turned to 
the possibility of 
irrigating dry land. This 
interest was strengthened 
by the droughts between 
1877 and 1881 which 
made conditions very 
difficult for settlers on dry 
land. A few small supply schemes were started in Victoria 
but as the capital outlay was large and the venture a fairl; 
risky one, irrigation became a government responsibility. 
This was made clear by the Victorian Irrigation Act of 1886 
which vested in the state the right to the use of water in any 
lake, river or stream, authorised the construction of national 
works, and enabled directly elected local Trusts to carry out 
irrigation schemes with money advanced by the government. 

Mildura Settlement - Alfred Deakin, Victorian Minister for 
Water Supply and later Australian Prime Minister, was in 
U.S.A. investigating schemes when he met the Chaffey 
brothers, who had established two successful irrigation 
colonies in California. 
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hoped to obtain some sort 
government. 

settlements, although it 
differed in that the water 
would have to be pumped; , 
this presented no great 
difficulty. 
Another reason for his 
choice was the fact that this 
district consisted of 
unalienated land let out on a 
Crown lease, to which he 

of title from the Victorian 

After much negotiation an agreement was drawn up 
between the Chaffey brothers and the Victorian government. 
By it, the Chaffeys were to become the owners of 250,000 
acres of land with a water right, which they could sell to 
horticulturists. 

The Chaffeys were required to fulfil certain conditions, 
chief of which was the spending of specified amounts on 
irrigation works, roads and other improvements . 

. . . . . . ... to be continued. 

------
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GROWER PROFILE 

Tom Poulos 

Tom Poulos is a dedicated dried tree fruit grower located 
in the Riverland. 

Tom migrated from Greece in 1964 from a town called 
Evia. Lack of work in his native country forced him to 
consider seeking work in other countries. 

Arriving in Australia Tom found work on a project some 
20 km upstream from Renmark. The project was the building 
of the Chow ilia Dam. 

This project occupied his time for the next three and a half 
years where, due to disagreements between states, the project 
was cancelled. 

Tom Poulos has been drying Apricots in the River/and for the 
past 27 years. 

Over the next year and a half, Tom worked on a variety of 
jobs. 

In 1969 Tom returned to his native town in Greece and 
married a local girl. 

Having established a liking for the Australian way of life 
and for the area in the Riverland in particular, Tom and his 
wife settled in Renmark with the purchase of a fruit property. 
He still runs that same property which was purchased some 27 
years ago. 

Tom has two children, one of which helps him run the 
property today. 

Tom and his son operate 35 acres of mixed citrus, tree 
fruits and wine grapes. The tree fruits consist of apricots, 
peaches and plums. 

Tom Poulos still dries Apricots but is concerned of the number 
of growers turning away from this industry 

There have been many changes to the way he has operated 
his property. One of the major change was the improvements 
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in irrigation where channels were converted to pipelines and 
the ordering of water was on demand. 

Another change was the shift from hand spraying of trees 
and vines for diseases to the use of misters, and for tree fruits, 
the introduction of apricot cutting machines. 

Tom is very concerned for the future of the tree fruits 
industry. Whilst disappointed with the number of growers 
drifting away from drying tree fruits, he can understand their 
actions which are due to the pressures being exerted from low 
returns from markets, the availability of alternative avenues 
for disposing of the fruit, and the high cost of labour. 

It appears that the younger generation is less inclined to go 
to the trouble of drying tree fruits than his generation were. 

Whilst having these concerns, Tom remains committed to 
drying tree fruit. 

He believes that if mechanical harvesting of tree fruits 
could become a reality, then this alone would reinvigorate the 
industry. Advances have been made over the years in this 
direction however, is proving very difficult due to the 
resulting decrease in quality. 

Quality and niche markets are the only way to be able to 
sustain the industry. Consumers are willing to pay a premium 
provided they believe that they are receiving a dried fruit 
which is superior in quality. 

Over the years of drying fruit Tom has been actively 
involved in the industry at growers branch level and at packer 
level. 

Tom is a member of the Berri Branch of the ADF A and 
the South Australian State Council for the past 12 years 

Tom has replaced a patch of very old tree fru its with wine 
grapes. Stagnant returns and rising costs have forced him to 

diversify. 

Tom joined the board of Berrico in 1986 and was a 
member of the Rationalisation Committee to form the 
Riverland Fruit Co-operative. He is currently a director of the 
Riverland Fruit Co-operative Ltd. 

One of Toms aims of being a director is to provide an 
effective communication link between the ethnic grower 
community and the Co-operative. 

Other involvments include: member of the Lions Club of 
Berri since 1987; chairman of the Greek Orthodox Committee 
from 1994 to 1996; and Federal Council delegate representing 
South Australian interests. 

Whilst not giving up on the tree fruits industry, Tom has 
diversified with wine grapes, but, maintains that he will 
continue to dry fruit and be involved in industry forums. With 
the way that agriculture is cyclical, you never know, drying 
tree fruits could make a comeback. 
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DRIED FRUITS INDUSTRY NEWS 

ADF A Staff Restructure 

Following a review of the ADFA's 
operations in light of declining levy 
income, the General Manager's 
position was made redundant. 

The ADF A will be looking to 
review the areas that the ADF A has 
traditionally been involved in to see 
whether work could be out sourced. 

Mr. Lesly Kadziela has been 
appointed Executive Officer. 

Mr. Kadziela has been with the 
ADF A for the past 8 years as the 
Financial Controller. 

The ADF A board believes that the 
restructure should not affect the 
performance or the work that has 
previously been carried out. 

For further details on the refocusing 
of the ADF A refer to page 10. 

Board to Meet in the Riverland 

The Board of Management of the 
ADF A will convene their January 
board meeting in Berri on January 20, 
1999. 

The board will travel to Berri and 
hold an open session on the evening of 
January 19, where growers are 
welcome to attend. 

No official presentation is 
scheduled at this stage, only the 
opportunity to meet with board 
members and informally discuss 
matters affecting the dried fruits 
industry. 

Light refreshments will be 
provided. The board hopes that a 
number of growers will take this 
opportunity. 

AHC Approves ADFB 
Restructure 

The AHC at their recent board 
meeting approved the proposal put 
forward by the ADFA, processors and 
agents. 

Some of the areas that the 
refocusing of the ADFB will cover 
include: 

• Ceasing the routine use of 
export control powers such as 
setting prices and allocation of 
fruit. 

• Involvement in residue 
management, overseas liaison, 
domestic and overseas 
promotion. 

• Relocating the operations of the 
ADFB to Mildura next year. 
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Crop Cash Prize Drawn 

Chairman of the ADF A, Mr. 
Graham Robertson drew the cash prize 
for the 1999 ADF A Crop Insurance 
Scheme. 

The winner was Mr. George Weston 
of Nildottie South Australia. Mr. 
Weston is a grape and almond grower. 
There were 520 applicants with 
insurance coverage by September 11 , 
1998, w~o were eligible for the draw. 

Wage Increase Approved 

The Australian Industrial Relations 
Commission has formally approved an 
increase in the weekly wages covered 
under the Dried Fruits A ward. 

The $14 per week increase has ben 
back-dated to the first pay period 
commencing on or after September 
15,1998. 

An updated wages sheet can be seen 
on page 9. Wage sheets are also 
available from processors or at the 
ADF A office. 

For advice on employees 
entitlements, wage rates or conditions 
of employment, contact the ADFA on 
(03) 5023-5174 and ask for Lesly 
Kadziela. 

Funding for the Continuation of 
Drying For Profit Approved 

An application for funding for a 
further three years to 2001 has been 
approved. 

Michael Pullen, Drying For Profit 
co-ordinator will continue the program 
for the next three years. 

Drying For Profit has been leading 
the field in setting up grape groups to 
discuss grower related problems, 

holding seminars on nutntJ.on and 
diseases, and conducting computer 
book keeping courses. 

With the funding now approved, 
further advances in the area of trellis 
drying of fruit can be made. 

Chairman Attends World Sultana 
Conference 

ADFA Chairman, Mr. Graham 
Robertson, attended the 1998 World 
Sultana Conference in San Francisco. 

Other countries attending included: 
USA; Turkey; Iran; South Africa; and 
Greece. 

Apart from providing formal 
addresses at the conference, 
participants were able to discuss issues 
which affected the dried fruits industry 
in whole and their particular region. 

Overall the feeling is that demand 
for dried fruits over the next year will 
be met from producing countries 
however, stocks will be depleted. 

The USA will produce only 
210,000 tonnes from a usual production 
of around 300,000 tonnes. Rain during 
harvest and diversions to the wine 
industry will see a reduction in carry
over stocks at record lows. 

Turkey is anticipating a harvest of 
250,000 tonnes. 

Concern was raised over the future 
of the conference as the ADFB had in 
the past acted as secretariat. 

Mr. Alan Knights from the ADFB 
has been contracted for next year's 
conference, with the future to be 
addressed when the reformed ADFB 
meets. 

Next year' s conference will be held 
in London with the 2000 conference to 
be held in Australia. 

ADFA Re-Joins NFF 

The ADF A has negotiated with the 
National Farmers' Federation (NFF), to 
become an associate member. 

The associate membership 
negotiated will be at a cost which is 
substantially lower than full 
membership. 

The ADF A has always valued the 
ties to the NFF which is at the forefront 
of grower related issues. 

Access to industrial relations 
representation and council meetings, 
together with normal dissemination of 
industry goings-on will continue. 

However, whilst the ADFA will 
attend council meetings and partake in 
discussions, associate status precludes 
the ADF A from participating in a vote. 
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Dried Vine Fruit Manual 
Released 

The long awaited Dried Vine Fruit 
Manual was launched in July during 
Federal Council. 

This manual contains valuable 
information for all growers on the 
stages and processes involved in 
producing quality dried fruit. 

All growers delivering dried fruit 
last season should have already 
received one free of charge. 

Additional copies or growers not 
drying fruit can obtain a copies from 
the ADF A for a cost of $50. 

For additional information on the 
release please refer to page 12. 

Weed Seed Free Program to 
Continue 

After consultation with the major 
processors, it has been confirmed that 
the Weed Seed Free Program will 
continue for the 1999 harvest. 

Growers have the ability to obtain a 
premium of $40 per tonne if their 
property is certified weed free. 

Growers wishing to join the scheme 
will need to contact Mr. Michael Pullen 
of the ADFA on (03) 5023-5174. 

Growers will then be subject to 
property inspections to ascertain 
whether weed seed exists. 
Unannounced inspections are carried 
out twice during the year . 

Equalisation Act Repealed 

The ADFA, processors, and agents 
had instigated discussions with the 
ADFB and the government earlier this 
year, which has led to the repeal of the 
Equalisation Act. 

This act was seen as hindering 
agents investing time and money in 
seeking high return markets overseas as 
any premiums obtained, would have to 
be equalised with other agents. 

With the repeal of the act, agents, 
and in tum processors, can now be 
more certain of the returns available to 
them when setting return to grower 
pnces. 

Harvest Labour Office to 
Continue for 1999 Harvest 

Following discussions with 
MADEC Jobs Australia, offices m 
Mildura and Robinvale will be 
operating over the 1999 season. 

The Harvest Labour Offices in 
Mildura and Robinvale will be taking 
grower orders for labour from January 
4, 1999. 

Tom Crouch will continue to act as 
co-ordinator for the Mildura Office, but 
has been relocated to new premises 
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which will be located at the Wesley 
Hall on the comer of 1Oth Street and 
Deakin A venue. in Mildura. 

The Robinvale Harvest Labour 
Office will conduct placements at the 
Robinvale Resources Centre, 68 - 72 
Herbert Street, in Robinvale. 

The referral of labour during 
harvest will be free to all growers this 
season who produce any horticultural 
produce, ( eg. Grapes, Citrus, Fresh 
Fruit, Vegetables, etc.). 

Last year the Harvest Labour Office 
filled approximately 4,000 vacancies 
whilst servicing 420 growers. 

This year the computer operated 
database system which was established 
last year has been improved. It will be 
implemented again providing a quicker 
and more accurate referral system. 

To lodge you seasonal labour phone 
50221797 in Mildura or 50264300 in 
Robin vale. 

Dried Fruits Forum to be held 
in Sunraysia 

The ADF A will be holding a forum 
in Sunraysia on the afternoon of 
January 18, 1999, at the Mildura 
Function Centre at No.I Oval (Show 
Grounds). 

As a replacement for the meetings 
previously held by the Sunraysia 
District Council, growers from this area 
will be. able to meet and listen to 
various addresses. 

Opportunity to voice concerns and 
ask questions will be available. 

The forum is open to all growers. 

VDFB Assets Held in Trust for 
Growers 

The Victorian Dried Fruits Board 
(VDFB) has been officially wound up 
on June 30, 1998. 

Under an agreement with the 
Victorian Government, the remaining 
assets of the VDFB have been 
quarantined under a Trust, which is 
administered by the ADF A. 

The purpose of any income derived 
from and the use of the assets from the 
trust, are to be directed towards 
furthering the dried fruits industry. 

Four trustees have been appointed 
who will decide on the operation of the 
trust and where funds should be spent. 

The trustees include Mr. Peter 
Macintosh, Mr. Graham Robertson, 
Mr. Henry Tankard AM, and Mr. 
Barrie MacMillan. 

All Tractors to Have ROPS 
Fitted 

It is now illegal to operate a tractor 
without a ROPS fitted. 

Recent legislative changes in 
Victoria has brought all three States 

(Vic. NSW and SA), into line, requiring 
the fitting ofROPS. 

Exemptions exist where tractors 
weigh less than 560 kg or it is 
impracticable to have one fitted, such 
as in an orchard. 

For further details refer to page 11. 

World Record Fruit Mine Pie 

A promotion event sponsored by the 
ADF A, in conjunction with Sunbeam 
Foods and Angas Park Fruit Co. has 
been able to surpass the previous world 
record. 

As part of a promotion campaign 
for sultanas, students from various 
schools were given an opportunity to 
come up with a proposal for the 
promotion of dried fruit. 

The best proposal would then obtain 
funding to implement the proposal. 

A group of fmal year marketing 
students at the North Sydney TAFE 
College was successful. They had 
proposed to set a new world record for 
the largest fruit cake. 

Unfortunately, technical difficulties 
saw the project modified to a world 
record attempt for the largest fruit 
mince pie. 

The weigh-in occurred on 
November 19, 1998, with the record 
broken. 

Media exposure both locally and 
nationally testified to a successful 
project. 

Chemical Container Disposal 
Progr am 

Many chemical containers are now 
dumped in municipal or on-farm refuse 
tips. 

A program to be run by Agsafe, the 
National Container Collection and 
Recycling Program, will be launched in 
1999. 

Agsafe will manage the collection 
of empty, clean containers around 
Australia and collection will be funded 
by a voluntary levy of 4 cents per 
kilogram or per litre of chemical, 
administered by Agsafe. 

Manufacturers will pay the 4 cents 
per kilogram/litre levy to Agsafe and 
label each container with a special logo 
to show it is part of the program. 

Only containers bearing the logo 
will be eligible for collection, although 
an exception may be made for empty 
cleaned containers being stored on
farm before the Program starts. 

Local governments will establish 
centres for the collection of empty, 
clean containers that will usually be 
open at certain times during the year. 

The local government in each area 
will advertise where the collection 
centre is, and when it will be open. 
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RICH COFFEE BARS 

1 cup seeded raisins 
1/2 cup strong coffee 

1 /2 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 1/2 cups self-raising flour 

1 cup sugar 
125g butter 

2 eggs 
Coffee Glaze: 

1 tablespoon butter, softened 
1 112 cups icing sugar 

1 tablespoon strong coffee 

Combine the seeded raisins, coffee, 
and cinnamon. Cream the butter and 
sugar together until light and fluffy. 
Gradually blend in the eggs and then 
stir in the flour and raisin mixture. 
Pour the mixture into a lamington tin 
and bake in a moderate oven for 25-30 
minutes. Top with the coffee glaze 
while still warm, and cut into bars 
when cold and the glaze has set. 
Coffee Glaze: 
Combine the softened butter with the 
icing sugar and coffee. Beat until 
smooth and glossy. 

FESTIVAL LAMB 
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Dried Fruit Delights 

Slightly undercook in boiling water 
2 cups short grain rice 

Drain and combine with 
114 cup fmely chopped Australian 

Dried Apricots 
114 cup chopped fresh parsley 

1 tablespoon chopped fresh mint 
1 teaspoon fmely chopped rosemary 

Fry until golden 
2 rashers bacon, chopped 

1 large onion, fmely chopped 
2 tablespoons pinenuts 

Stir into rice and use to fill 
1 large boned leg of lamb 
Reserve remaining filling. 

Tie lamb well with string and secure 
with skewers. Place in baking pan. 

Stud surface of meat with 
6 sprigs rosemary 

6 small pieces fresh root ginger 

Bake in a moderate· oven for 2 hours 
or until cooked. During the last 20 

minutes of cooking, reheat remaining 
filling in a covered dish. Remove 

lamb from baking pan and stand 5-10 
minutes. Skim fat from pan and stir a 
little hot water into juices to make a 
light sauce. Before carving remove 
rosemary and ginger. Serve with 

remaining filling. 

GARDEN OF EDEN SALAD 

Ingredients: 
1/3 cup fresh orange juice 

2/3 cup sultanas 
1 bunch spinach or cress, well washed 

2 sticks celery, chopped 
2 firm pears or red crisp apples, thinly 

sliced 
1 cup snowpeas 

1/2 cup almond flakes, lightly toasted 
1/2 cup pecan nuts. 

Dressing: 
112 cup ready prepared mayonnaise 

112 cup sour cream. 
Pour orange juice over Sultanas and 
allow to stand. Combine tom spinach 
leaves or cress with celery, pear or 
apple slices, snowpeas, drained 

Sultanas, toasted almonds and pecan 
nuts. Add dressing just prior to 
serving, toss to coat salad ingredients 
thoroughly. 
Dressing:Whisk together mayonnaise, 
sour cream and any excess orange 
juice from Sultanas. 

SULTANA PANCAKE STACK 

Pancakes: 
2 1/3 cups milk 

Pinch salt 
1 cup flour 

1 1/2 tablespoons castor sugar 
2 eggs 

90g butter 
Filling: 

1 cup sultanas 
1/4 cup Grand Mariner or brandy or 

orange juice 
125g butter, softened 

1 112 cups icing sugar, sifted 
2 teaspoons orange rind, fmely grated 

Maple or caramel syrup 

Pancakes: Pour 2 cups of the milk 
into a bowl. Add the sifted salt and 
flour, sugar and eggs and beat until 
the batter is quite smooth. If required 
add the remaining milk until the 
desired consistency. Using a little of 
the butter for each pancake, fry off the 
pancakes. Keep the pancakes warm 
while continuing to cook. When 
finished spread a layer of the butter 
filling between each pancake, forming 
a stack. Pour over maple or caramel 
syrup. Serve immediately. 

Filling: Plump the sultanas in the 
liquor or orange juice. Cream 
together the softened butter, sifted 
icing sugar, grated orange rind and 
any remaining liquid from the drained 
sultanas. Stir in the sultanas. Chill 
the butter mixture until ready to 
spread. (N. B. Ricotta cheese may be 
substituted for the butter, and icing 
sugar, if desired 
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FESTIVE ORANGES 

Cut even sized oranges in halves 
leaving a serrated edge. Remove the 
pulp and add to a quantity of fruit 
mince with a little diced pineapple, 
some chopped nuts and a dash of 
orange flavoured liqueur (optional). 
Fill the mixture into the orange shells. 
Top with toasted shredded coconut. 

PROFITEROLES NOEL 

Add dark jam to taste to prepared fruit 
mince and fill into small cream puff 
shells with whipped cream flavoured 
with crushed roasted almonds or 
hazelnuts. Pile shells on top of each 
other in a pyramid form. Make a 
golden toffee and using a teaspoon, 
drizzle it around and over the pyramid 
until a web-like effect is achieved. 

FROZEN PLUM PUDDING WITH 
BUTTERSCOTCH SAUCE 

1/2 cup chopped Australian seeded 
raisins 

112 cup Australian sultanas 
1/2 cup Australian currants 

l/3 cup mixed peel, fmely chopped 
1/3 cup glace cherries, chopped 

1/4 cup brandy 
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DRIED FRUIT DELIGHTS 

3/4 cup chopped Pecan Nuts, lightly 
toasted 

1 112 teasp mixed spice 
2 litres vanilla ice cream 

Butterscotch Sauce: 
125g butter 
1 cup sugar 

1 small apple, peeled, cored and sliced 
113 cup fresh orange juice 

3/4 cup chopped Pecan Nuts, toasted 

Combine fruits, sprinkle over brandy 
and leave for several hours or 
overnight. Add Pecan Nuts and 
mixed spice to fruits. Fold in the 
softened ice cream. Line a 6 cup 
pudding basin with plastic wrap and 
fill with mixture. Cover with plastic 
wrap and freeze overnight. 

Butterscotch Sauce: 

Melt butter, mix in sugar and apple. 
Gently cook for about 12 minutes or 
until sauce turns a caramel colour, 
stirring frequently. Add orange juice 
and continue cooking for a further 1 0 
minutes or until the sauce coats the 
back of a spoon. Stir in Pecan Nuts 
and allow to cool before serving. 

LAST MINUTE CHRISTMAS 
PUDDING 

2 cups day-old breadcrurnbs 
2 teaspoons mixed spice 

3 cups Mixed Fruits 
113 cup chopped almonds 

1 cup milk 
1 medium ripe banana, mashed 

Thoroughly combine all ingredients, 
mix well and fill into a greased 4 cup 

pudding basin. Place a layer of 
greaseproof paper and foil over the 
basin and tie securely. Boil steadily 
for 3 hours. Allow to cool and then 
refrigerate. On the day the pudding is 
to be served, simmer for 1 hour. The 
pudding can also be reheated in a 
microwave but remove the foil and 
cover with plastic wrap. Microwave 
on 100% power for 6 minutes and 
stand for 5 minutes before serving. 

CHRISTMAS DUCK WITH FRUITY 
NUT STUFFING 

3 rashers bacon, finely chopped 
2/3 cup fmely chopped onion 
2/3 cup fmely chopped celery 

1 clove garlic, crushed 
2 cups fresh breadcrumbs 

112 cup Dried Apricots 
1 cup Sultanas or 112 cup Sultanas 

and 
112 cup chopped Dried Apricots 

112 cup chopped walnuts 
1/4 teaspoon dried thyme (optional) 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley 
1 tablespoon brandy or orange juice 

freshly ground pepper, to taste 

Fry bacon for a few minutes until 
softened. Remove from pan. Add 
onion, celery and garlic to the pan and 
cook until soft but not brown. In a 
large bowl, combine the breadcrurnbs 
with the Dried Fruits, bacon, onion 
mixture, nuts, herbs, brandy and 
pepper. Use to stuff duck or any 
poultry. 
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VINELEAF STORES 

Emulsifiable Concent rate 
VEGETABLE OIL BASED 

ACTIVE CONSTITUENTS: 
712g/l ETHYL ESTERS OF C 14/C20 MIXED FATTY ACIDS 
62g/l POTASSIUM SALT OF CASTOR OIL FATTY ACIDS 

Use to Assist in the Drying of Vine Fruits 
AS SHOWN IN DIRECTIONS FOR USE 

DISTRffiUTED BY: 
MANUFACTURED BY: Net Contents VINELEAF STORES 
HENKEL AUSTRALIA PTY. LIMITED 
83 MAFFRA STREET, 
BROADMEADOWS, 3047, VICTORIA. 

20 Litres 
HEAD OFFICE: Fifteenth Street, 
l rymple, Victor ia, 3498. 
Phone: (03) 5024 5704. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 
Incorporating: Sarnia Packing, Aurora Packing, Coomealla Packers 

- DRIED FRUIT & CITRUS PACKERS -

STORES CONVENIENTLY SITUATED THROUGHOUT SUNRAYSIA 

IRYMPLE 
Phone (03) 5024 5704 

Facsimile (03) 5024 6550 

SARNIA PACKING 

MERBEIN ROBINVALE 
Phone (03) 5025 2304 Phone (03) 5026 3804 

Store (03) 5025 2427 Fax (03) 5025 3594 Facsimile (03) 5026 4425 

AURORA PACKING COOMEALLA PACKERS 
Phone (03) 5023 0017 Red Cliffs: Merbein: Phone (03) 5027 4606 

Fax (03) 5021 2649 Phone (03) 5024 2102 (03) 5025 2402 Fax (03) 5027 4254 

DYNAM C 
lfTER. 

STANDARD PRODUCT PELLETS 
CONCENTRATED ORGANIC FEBTI.IlfJ 

40 kgNET .._._ ___ __.... 

--- ""' ... --.. ,.., 

Fax (03) 5024 2004 (03) 5025 2874 

CONCENTRATED 
ORGANIC 

FERTILISERS 
FOR AGRICULTURE, 

HORTICULTURE 
AND HOME GARDEN 

• Wide Range Of Plant Foods 
• Nutrients In Organic Form 
• Slow Release Of Nitrogen 
• Key Trace Elements 
• Does Not Burn Plants 
• Other Nutrients Can Be 

Added 
• Improves The Soil By 

Increasing Water Retention 
And Aerat ion 

• No Weed Seeds 
• No Fillers 
• Promotes Microbial Activity 

And Earth Worms 

YATES DYNAMIC LIFTER. The natural way to better growth. 


