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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Fellow Growers, 

Welcome to the final edition 
of the Dried Fruits News for 
2001 as yet another year 
comes to an end. 

The past 12 months have 
seen a lot happen within the 
industry with both the 
Australian Dried Fruits 
Board and Dried Fruits 
Research and Development 
Council now coming under 
the banner of Horticulture Australia Limited. Pfices fell and crops were 
exceptionally light, which made it a difficult year for most growers. More recently 
the International Sultana Conference, which was to be held in London during 
November, was cancelled due to the recent terrorist1s attacks in the US. 

Changes have also occurred in the structure of the ADFA, Dinky Nichols has 
recently been appointed as the new Shop Supervisor following the resignation of 
Robyn O'Brien. Pam Fitzpatrick has also resigned as Administration Officer to 
pursue other interests. Pam has played a major role in keeping the organisation 
going over the past 18 months while we reviewed the structure oftheADFAand 
will be surely missed. The Board is currently in the process of appointing a new 
General Manager after a rigorous recruiting program and we are confident that 
we have found the right person for the job and for the organisation. 

The 2002 crop looks like being a little lighter than originally thought, it was 
suggested in the last edition of DFN that yields may be above average for the 
coming season, however following further property inspections and discussions 
with growers it now appears that Sultanas will be no better than average but both 
Currants and Sunmuscat are looking real good. There have been many rumors 
out there aboutwhatthe pfices will be for 2002, however at this point they are all 
unfounded, as the processors have not yet released any prices. 

In this edition we have also included the updated pink wages sheet, please 
remember these are the recommended minimum prices and any payment above 
these amatmts is between the employee and employer. 

On behalf of the ADFA Board and our staff we wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year, and as we head towards another harvest hopefully the 
weather will be kind to us and the fiuit quality is high. 

Graham Robertson. 
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INDUSTRY NEWS FROM YOUR BOARD 

New Shop Supervisor Appointed 

The ADFA has appointed a new supervisor for the ADFA 
Shop following the resignation of Robyn O'Brien in 
October. Dinky Nichols has been appointed to the position 
and connnenced her new role on October 29, 200 I. 

Dinky was previously employed as Manager of Sunbeams 
Promotion Centre at Irymple where she has spent the last 
13 years. Her knowledge of the retail side of the dried 
fruit industry will be a great asset to the ADFA Shop. 

Dinky will work closely with the new General Manager 
and Shop Staff to look at ways in which they can improve 
the shop by introducing new products and services. One 
of the aims will be to try and improve the exposure of the 
shop to attract tourists visiting the area. 

Sunraysia Forum 

Growers are urged to attend the 2002 Suuraysia Forum, 
which is to be held at the Mil dura Settlers Club on January 
the 22nd. Once again this year growers will be given the 
opportunity to raise any issues that are of concern to them 
regarding the industry. 

Representatives from local processors, marketers and 
industry stakeholders will address the forum discussing 
issues of industry reform, the 2002-harvest season and 
marketing issues. 

In the past the forum has received excellent support by 
growers throughout the Sunraysia area and the Board is 
hopeful that this will again be the case in 2002. 

Dried Grape Approved Supplier Program 

With harvest just around the corner it is timely that we 
remind growers that it is mandatory for all growers who 
plan to deliver fruit in the 2002 harvest to complete the 
Dried Grape Approved Supplier Program. 

Courses are currently being organised on an as needs basis 
with several training providers still conducting courses. 
Training can only be provided by industry approved 
training providers. 

Growers who have already completed an SQF or ISO 
Quality Assurance course will also need to undertake a 
shorter version of the course so that they are aware of the 
issues that are specific to dried grapes. 

Growers who have not yet completed the training should 
contact the ADFA office at the earliest opportunity to 
ensure that they have completed the course prior to harvest. 

New General Manager is being appointed 

The Board of Management is currently appointing a new 
General Manager following an extensive recruitment 
program

1 
Adelaide based company Ashby Molitor 

Executiv"has been employed to assist with the 
appointment. 
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Representatives of the Board have recently conducted 
interviews for the position with candidates from as far away 
as Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia 
being interviewed. 

ft is envisaged that the successful candidate will commence 
duties in early December, 200 I and will be in attendance 
at the 2002 Sunraysia Forum so that growers will have the 
opportunity to meet the ADFA's new General Manager. 

The General Manager's position has been vacant since 
August 2000, which has given the Board the opportunity 
to evaluate what skills were required for the position and 
what would be the core responsibilities. We are confident 
that we have found the right person for the job and look 
forward to ensuring that the organisation continues to 
provide a service to our growers. 

HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR 
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING? 

WHY NOT TRY OUR GREAT 
GIFT BASKET IDEAS 

CONSISTING OF: 

Gourmet cakes, chutneys and sauces, jams 
and liquered fruits. Platters with vine and 
tree fruits, sweets and nuts are also avail
able. 
You can also choose from our beautifully 
presented selection of: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Delicious shortbread cookies, 
mince pies and almond bread. 
Skin care products. 
Essential oils and burners. 
Ezidri food dehydrators . 

The AD FA Shop 
33 Deakin Avenue, MILDURA 
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Industry Advisory Committees 
Dried Fruit Research and Development 

& Dried Grape Marketing Report 
Horticulture Australia 

INDUSTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Horticulture Australia has accepted the recommendation 
of the dried fruit peak industry bodies to operate two 
Industry Advisory Committees. These are the Dried Fruit 
Research & Development Committee that will deal with 
the issues and programs previously addressed by the Dried 
Fruits Research and Development Council, and the Dried 
Grape Marketing Committee that will address the 
responsibilities of the Australian Dried Fruits Board. 

The lAC's are viewed as critical parts of the partnership 
between Horticulture Australia and the dried fruit industries. 
The key responsibilities of the lAC's are to develop the 
strategic and annual business plans, and to 'provide the 
accountability mechauism to industry stakeholders with the 
production of an annual report. 

The membership of the dried fruit lAC's are: 

Dried Fruit Research & Development Committee 
• Mr Barrie MacMillan (Independent Chair) 
• Mr Ivan Shaw (Dried grapes) 
• Mr Peter Dickie (Prunes) 
• Mr Brian Thorn (Dried Tree Fruit) 
• Dr Rob Walker (Scientific Community) 

Dried Grape Marketing Committee 
• Mr Barrie MacMillan (Independent Chair) 
• Mr Peter Barnes (Angas Park) 
• Mr Stephen Gorman (Sunbeam) 
• Mr Mark Hancock (Mildura Co-op) 
• Mr David Stevenson (Irymple Group) 
• Mr Peter Jones (Grower) 
• Mr Graham Robertson (Grower) 

Mr Ross Skinner will represent Horticulture Australia on 
the Committees as an ex-officio member. Ross will also 
provide executive support and manage the Horticulture 
Australia I lAC programs. 

INTERNATIONAL SULTANA CONFERENCE 

The International Sultana Conference to be held October 
22 & 23, 2001, was cancelled following consideration of 
the concerns of Delegations after the tragedy of the World 
Trade Centre attack. The Conference provides an annual 
forum for the international dried grape community to 
discuss international production and marketing issues. 
Australia receives a fee to cover the costs of providing the 
Chair (Mr Barrie MacMillan) and the Secretary (Mr Ross 
Skinner) to the Conference. The Australian grower delegate 
to this years Conference was to have been Mr Peter Jones 
with Mr Stephen Gorman and Mr Peter Johannssen 
arranging their marketing visit to the UK and Europe to 
also enable them to be part of the Australian Delegation. 
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NORTHERN HEMISPHERE PRODUCTION 

The following briefings on world production have been 
gathered ftom Conference Delegations. 

United States of America 
The US reported a patchy but overall average crop of 
350,000 packed metric tonnes ofTSR's and 14,500 tonnes 
of goldens. An average crop of currants of 3,600 tonnes of 
currants was produced. Last season 365,000 tonnes of 
TSR's were produced. The Raisin Administrative 
Committee in California advised that there was a carryover 
of120,000 tonnes of raisins into the season and the expected 
carryout in 2002 is 166,000 tonnes. The RAC also advised 
that it intended to greatly expand its promotion activities 
in the UK for both branded and generic product. 

Turkey 
The Aegean Exporters Union reports that their recently 
completed harvest of sultanas yielded 200,000 tonnes 
compared to 255,000 tonnes last year. The Union reports 
that beginning stocks were 57,000 tonnes providing an 
availability of Turkish fruit of 257,000 tonnes of which 
10,000 is expected to be sold fordistillerypurposes. Turkey 
expects to sell 20,000 tonnes domestically and 210,000 
tonnes to export markets. The expected carryover figure is 
17,000 tonnes. 

Reports have been received that the Turkish crop suffered 
rain damage and therefore quality will be of concern. 
Further reports from the Turkish traders are that their crop 
is significantly less than 200,000 tonnes. 

Iran 
Following the record crop of 132,000 tonnes of sultanas 
and goldens in 2000, the production in Iran has fallen to 
102,000 tonnes due to drought conditions suffered in the 
growing regions. 

Greece 
The Greek crop of sultanas this season is 39,781 tonnes 
compared to 41 ,3 8 8 tonnes last season. The currant crop 
this year is 41 ,000 tonnes down 8% ftom last year and down 
slightly on their average productive capacity of 42,000 
tonnes. 

Summary 
The reduced 2001 production compared to record 2000 
crops by the key Northern hemisphere producing nations 
has improved prospects in what remains a well supplied 
market. 

The prices for fruit have increased between US$1 00 to 
US$200 as a result of the smaller northern hemisphere 
tonnage this season but the trade appears to be delaying 
commitment to purchase at these higher prices. ·~ 
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IMPROVING NITROGEN MANAGEMENT ON DRIED VINE FRUIT VINEYARDS 
By 

David Braybrook, Ben Robinson, Michael Treeby, Gayle Grieger and Mary Retallack 

The latest Research to Practice® workshop series on 
Grapevine Nutrition and Drying for Profit Short Courses 
have highlighted a number of issues relating to the 
management of nitrogen(N) in vineyards. Queries centre 
around a common theme: "How much nitrogen do I need 
to apply to ensure high productivity and to produce high 
quality dried fruit". The answer, no one wants to hear, is 
"it depends". In some vineyards no nitrogen may be 
required while in others 50 kg/ha/yr is needed. As with all 
aspects of vineyard management, viticultural practices need 
to be adapted to meet site characteristics, production targets 
and product specifications. 

Is nitrogen required? Ifso, why, when and how much? 

Role of nitrogen 

Nitrogen is an essential nutrient for both vine growth and 
productivity. However, there are dried vine fruit ( dvf) 
quality issues associated with high levels of nitrogen in the 
grapes when harvested that have become more obvious in 
recent years. Australian researchers have found that a high 
level of nitrogen in the berries is associated with browning 
of the fruit during storage (Frank and Millikan, unpublished 
data). 

In the vineyard, the detrimental impact of excessive nitrogen 
is often considered more important than the need for 
adequate levels of nitrogen in the grapes. Excess nitrogen 
may impact on grape production by increasing vigour, 
resulting in a delay in fruit maturity and/or loss of 
production. 

The shading of basal buds in vigorous vines can reduce 
yield potential through a reduction in bud fertility and fruit 
set. High nitrogen levels may be associated with increased 
disease pressure due to an affect on berry skin thickness 
and reduced vine canopy ventilation. There are also 
environmental concerns associated with the potential for 
nitrogen to be leached through the soil profile into 
groundwater, drainage basins and the river. 

Assessing nitrogen requirements 

Soil tests are not particularly reliable indicators of grapevine 
nitrogen requirements due to the variability during the year 
in the amount of nitrogen actually available to the vine. 
For example, there could be up to I 0 tonnes of elemental 
nitrogen per hectare in the top metre of soil, but only a very 
small proportion of this may be available for vine uptake at 
any given time. 
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While leaf petiole tests provide a better indication of vine 
nitrogen statns than soil tests, the data can be difficult to 
interpret. For example, petiole levels may be low if vines 
are under water stress and therefore not taking up nitrogen, 
or levels may be high if a nitrate-based fertiliser has been 
applied just prior to plant tissue sampling. The standards 
set for interpretation of nutrient levels relate to a maximum 
yield or likelihood of a yield response, which many grape 
growers limit by using pruning. 

Test results should, therefore, always be assessed in 
conjunction with vine vigour and yield, the latter 
particularly in relation to other producers with comparable 
trellis and rootstocks. Petiole testing over a number of years 
will enable vine nitrogen status to be linked with 
observations of vine performance. 

Measurements of canopy characteristics, harvest 
assessments and feedback from packers will help growers 
refine nitrogen application strategies to sustain vineyard 
productivity and meet yield and quality targets. 

Secure retirement and property succession 
plans are the right move for today's farmers. 

With low fees and greater choice, it's not 
surprising that Australian Primary 
Superannuation products are the first choice 
for Australia's farmers planning their 
retirement. 

The first step towards a secure financial 
future for farmers, their families and 
workforce is to contact Australian Primary. 

Call Australian Primary lor a FREE 
Super Essonllals kll FRfECAlL 1800 ODD 879 www.australianprimary.com.au 

ADFA Dried Fruils News - 5 



IMPROVING NITROGEN MANAGEMENT ON DRIED VINE FRUIT VINEYARDS 

Determining rates of N application 

Nitrogen management should be fine-tuned over a number 
of seasons. One way to do this is to trial applications of 
varying amounts of nitrogen across a block over a number 
of years. This way, the "best" approach for a particular site 
can be chosen. 
Some other ways to get a general indication of requirements 
include: 
• Basing application on the average amount used by other 

vineyards in the regioiL However, this assumes that 
all sites and varieties have the same requirements for 
nitrogen, which can be misleading. 

• Using an estimate of nitrogen removed with the crop 
of about 3.6 to 7.2 kg nitrogen per tonne of dried vine 
fruit(dvf) harvested. For example, for a dvfcrop of8 t1 
ha, 29- 58 kg nitrogen would be removed per ha. The 
important issue here is whether we want that much 
nitrogen to be removed given the linkage between 
nitrogen in the berries and the darkening of dried vine 
fruit later during storage. 

A complicating factor when using this "balance sheet" 
approach is the potential for other gains and losses of 
nitrogen in the vineyard. For example, nitrogen can be 
added through: 
• Covercrops: There is a potential for nitrogen input from 

legume covercrops, due to their ability to fix 
atmospheric nitrogen. This nitrogen can become 
available to the vines when the plant material is broken 
down in the soil, particularly if the soil is cultivated. 
For example, trials with Paraggio medic in Sunraysia 
indicated potential inputs into the vineyard of up to 80 
kg N/ha over a year (Sanderson, 1999). Despite this 
result, the trials also indicated that the Paraggio medic 
could not meet the nitrogen requirements of the vines 
in this vineyard. 

• Nitrogen sprays: Some growers routinely add 5kg of 
low biuret urea for every 1 OOOL of spray mix. 
Assuming that about 2000L per hectare is needed for 
adequate coverage during the middle ofthe season, then 
this could potentially supply approximately 5 kg 
nitrogen per hectare with each spraying event. 
Obviously, this amount will vary according to the 
volume of water needed to achieve adequate coverage, 
which will vary according to the time of the year, trellis 
type and rootstock. It is also unclear just how much of 
this nitrogen supplied in foliage sprays is actually used 
by the vine. 

Significant losses of nitrogen can result from leaching due 
to heavy rainfall or excessive irrigation. Movement of 
nitrogen can also occur when irrigation water carries soil 
and dissolved nitrogen to the lower end of an irrigation 
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run. Losses as gas can occur when volatile forms of fertiliser 
(e.g. ammonium-based products) are applied to the surface 
of moist alkaline soil and permitted to remain there. 
Gaseous losses of nitrogen also occur when soils remain 
waterlogged for significant periods of time. 

One should also distinguish between a program needed to 
get young vines up to the wire and cordons established and 
a "steady state" program. Obviously, greater inputs are 
required to get vines established when root systems are so 
much smaller. 

Timing of application 

Nitrogen application should be timed to coincide with the 
peak periods of vine root growth and vine demand. Early 
season applications can be difficult to plan because active 
root growth, which is strongly retarded by soil temperatures 
below 1 O"C, is needed for N uptake. Vines also rely heavily 
on stored reserves of nitrogen until the 5th or 6'" leaves have 
unfolded. In irrigated vineyards, application is generally 
focused 3-4 weeks pre-flowering through to veraison. 
Application should be avoided during the flowering period. 

The other peak period for nitrogen uptake can be the post
harvest flush of root growth. 

The form of nitrogen applied will influence timing. For 
example, if nitrogen is being applied as a nitrate-based 
product it will be immediately available for vine uptake, 
whereas nitrogen applied as urea, ammonium or organic 
amendments may not be available for uptake for periods of 
time ranging from days to weeks on some sites. Thus, 
nitrogen applications during the postharvest period would 
be more likely to be effective if nitrate-based products are 
used. 

Summary 

As with many aspects of dried vine fruit production, site 
and management characteristics and production goals will 
influence nitrogen management practices. While nitrogen 
is a key nutrient required for grape production, the 
requirement for a particular vineyard should be fme tuned 
over a number of seasons through monitoring and testing. 
Further information about fine-tuning nitrogen management 
is addressed in the Grapevine Nutrition: Research to 
Practice® workshop, which is conducted nationally each 
year. 

Contact Mary Retallack at the Cooperative Research Centre 
for Viticulture (Phone:08 8271 9586; Fax: 08 8373 7091; 
Mobile: 0411 513 621) for workshop details. 
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YOUNG FARMERS FEDERATION CONFERENCE 

By Sandra Butler- Red Cliffs 

Due to the success of the first Young Fanners Forum two years 
ago, the NFFheldit's second Young Farmers Forum from Monday 
17th to Wednesday 19th September, 200 I in Canberra. As a 
representative of the ADFA and involved in the grape growing 
industry in Sunraysia, I travelled to Canberra on the Sunday and 
was escorted to the Hotel Heritage, where all were registered 
before the conference began. 

On the first night, we had an informal BBQ dinner at the Garden 
City Hotel. Most of the delegates were present, and luckily most 
had been booked through Qantas so there were little problems 
with flights into Canberra. It was amazing the diverse group of 
farming industries people came from, with everything from third 
and fourth generation farmers to veterinarians and scientists. 

The steering committee produced a little game where everyone 
was given a piece of paper with an agricultural product on it and 
we had to find the other 4 people in the room with the same 
product. It was a great way to encourage us to meet and talk with 
all the others- a daunting task with over I 00 people present. 

Next morning, the meetings started in earnest at the Old Parliament 
House in the Members Dining Room. After an inspiring opening 
speech by Minister for Agriculture, Hon Warren Tn1ss, we were 
lucky enough to have the president of the NFF, Mr. Ian Donges, 
welcome all the delegates to the conference. He had only just 
flown in from the U.S. where they were still reeling from the 
terrorist attacks in New York. Mr. Donges was present in the 
U.S. helping in the fight for better trade reforms. Less 
interventions, less subsidies and better access to markets are all 
needed to help the Australian agricultural industry. Ian Donges 
holds out great promise for the World Trade Organization meeting 
in about 6 weeks, where hopefully freer trade can be established. 

In the 2 and a half days of the conference, we made valuable 
contacts from all over the agricultural community and had 
discussions with many important speakers. The sessions for 
Monday focused on marketing, market access and outlook for 
producers, and sustainable agriculture. I found the morning 
meetings to be the most inspiring of the whole conference. 

The main message to come across was the openings for 
specialisation and niche marketing. Australian industries need 
to be flexible and able to diversifY, The market is consumer driven 
and consumers want variety and food safety. A11 sessions over 
the 3 days finished with a workshop, enabling us to have our say 
and put forward actions we would like to see implemented in the 
near future. 

The afternoon was very intellectually challenging, as we were 
told some very interesting sustainability "facts", by Prof. Dennis 

'Avery (Director of Global Food Issues, Hudson Institute, USA). 

December 2001 

However, I'm sure a lot of people didn't blindly believe what we 
were told, especially when he equated environmentalists with 
muslim terrorists! He was very anti-organic farming and pro
genetically modified organisms. 

The talk by Wesley Hazel was more integrated and encouraged a 
working relationship between environmental groups such as 
National Heritage and fanners and said how environmental 
management was imperative for any business. 

Dinner at the end of the day was a BBQ at the Hotel Heritage, 
where we were joined by a panel of journalists who answered 
questions after the meal and regaled us with mad stories. The 
best hint to come from them seemed to be to say only a couple of 
sentences, so there is less opportunity for the media to twist a 
farmers words and thus stop him sounding like a whinging farmer. 

Tuesday focused on challenges and strategies for regional and 
rural Australia and then ways we can influence the fitture. The 
Shadow Minister of Finance, Senator Stephen Conroy, started to 
tell us about bank closures in mral areas, but then got bogged 
down in a very blatant political speech. It was a bit difficult to 
remain focused at all times during the session, since we were 
looking at the broader farming community and the knock-on 
effects to secondary producers as well. It sounded a bit negative 
for the small farmer, as improving productivity requires a bigger 
business or diversification into a niche farm, etc. However, other 
options are also on-farm processing, marketing and syndication
a form of amalgamation beneficial to all involved. So the hard 
times need not cause closures and selling up, but merely to look 
for more integration between separate farms. 

When we got to ways of influencing the future of rural Australia, 
Daniel Rochford (National President of the Australian Rural 
Youth) and Chris Kopittke (Managing Director for Regional 
Financial Services Limited) told us about the necessity of political 
lobbying and corporatisation so you have a much more integrated 
power base from which to present your views. 

Dinner on Tuesday night was a brilliant spread put on by the Grains 
Research Development Council and we were presented with an 
amazing talk by marathon swimmer Tammy van Wisse, who has 
just recently completed a swim down the Murray. She spoke of 
her environmental concerns about the river, as the increasing 
salinity was distinctly noticeable the further she got towards SA. 

There were also a number of official people from different fields 
eating with us, making for interesting discussions around the 
dinner table. I was presented with the opportrmity to educate a 
couple of people about the methods of producing sultanas, and 
they were suitably amazed by the degree of technology involved. 
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YOUNG FARMERS FEDERATION CONFERENCE 

The only unfortunate note towards the end of the evening was 
that several people came down with pretty severe gastroenteritis. 
I was one of them, making participation in the third day's talks 
and workshops difficult. However, some interesting forum 
discussions were managed and the emphasis was always directed 
to action plans for the forum organisers to make into a draft 
working paper to be handed to the Federal Government. 

The workshops focused on 6 key issues: Australia's quarantine 
status, trade and the global economy, sustainability and 
environmental management, research and development in 
agriculture, diversification and attracting young people to 
agriculture and most groups came up with some very positive 
ideas to take forward. 

We were also meant to be addressed by Lieutenant General P.J. 
Cosgrove, but because ofthe escalating situation in the U.S. over 
the terrorist attacks, he was unable to attend. Instead we divided 
into groups according to which state we were from. It was sad 
that out of over I 00 delegates, there were only 6 from Victorian 
fields and no steering committee member from Victoria. 

We did still manage quite an interesting and lively discussion on 
ways to promote active participation in state rural youth, as did 
the other states groups. The forum was then wrapped up and 
most people headed for the airport, exhausted from the mental 
stimulation we had enjoyed over the last few days. 

Overall, it was a fantastic week and I thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to mingle with other young farmers. It was inspiring 
to hear how others had surmounted the problems associated with 
agricultural businesses. The overriding message I received was 
how we must all take a much more involved personal role in 
political and administrative areas to get the changes we need 
performed. 

My thanks must go to the ADFA for nominating and supporting 
my attendance to the forum. In one way, the Dried Fruits Industry 
is in a good position as we have the Packers to sell our fruit for 
us. However, we cannot get complacent because of this, and must 
continually monitor what our marketing bodies are doing for us 
and what we can do for them in order to advance in the global 
marketplace. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association will be conducting a Sunraysia Growers' 
Forum commencing at 2.00pm on Tuesday, January 22, 2002. The meeting 
will be held at the Mildura Settlers Club, Eighth Street, Mildura. 

All growers are invited to attend the meeting. It will be informal with growers 
having the opportunity to ask questions on the topics covered or raise issues of 
interest. 

Included in the forum will be addresses by processors, agents and Horticulture 
Australia. Topics will include industry reform, information relating to the 
upcoming harvest and market conditions both in Australia and overseas. 
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By Dale Little, Program Manager 

Program Concludes 

The Drying for Profit Program will cease to exist as of January 
1 "', 2002 when federal funding for the program ceases. The Drying 
for Profit program commenced in 1995 and has played a major 
part in the mechanisation of the dried grape industry since that 
time. 

The Program has continued to receive outstanding support from 
the industry and industry stakeholders as well as the CSIRO, 
DFRDC and Agriculture departments throughout Australia. The 
link with the researchers has been the key element that has made 
the program so successful, allowing growers access to the most 
up to date research finding. 

Jeff Mortimer from Waikerie at a Red Cliffs session 

The ADFA is still currently looking at what opportunities are out 
there for future funding of an industry development program, such 
as Drying for Profit but believe that it will need to be a combination 
of industry and government funds. Such a program would need 
to consider the needs of all growers within the industry, which 
will make it different from the Drying for Profit, that was basically 
funded to concentrate on Trellis Drying. 

Growers are encouraged to attend the Growers Forum at the 
Mil dura Settlers Club on January 22"' from 2pm if they wish to 
comment on the provision of an Industry Development program 
and what services such a program should provide to growers. 

Grower Training Courses 

Drying for Profit has worked closely with several organisations 
recently to provide growers an opportunity to undertake training 
to update their ski!ls. In Nyah we assisted with the running of 
both a Chemical Users Course and a Chemical Users refresher 
course. 

Computer training with a focus on the Internet and Email was 
another area that we were keen to promote as the use of computers 
by many people is on the increase. This course was held in Mildura 
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by the Sunraysia Institute ofTAFE at their Cardross Farm. The 
course was conducted over 8 x 3hr sessions, with one session 
conducted each week until mid December. 

The Trellis Drying Short course still continues to be popular with 
new growers entering the industry or by growers who have been 
in the industry for awhile but would simply like to know more 
about best practice management. Currently aperox. 30 growers 
have completed sessions I, 2 and 3 with another session to be 
completed in early January. 

Training in the Dried Grape Approved Supplier Program has been 
a little slow in the Sunraysia area over recent months with only 
an estimated 70% of growers so far completing the course. 
Growers are reminded that the course is mandatory for all growers 
by the 2002 harvest. A short course is available for growers who 
have completed ISO or SQF2000 training. 

A Dried Grape Approved Supplier course will again be conducted 
in Western Australia in early December to cover off on all the 
growers who were not available in May to do the training. Property 
audits wiii also be conducted at this time. 

Recent Activities 

Dr. Bob Emmett from Sunraysia Horticulture Centre presented a 
very informative talk to the Merbein Group on Powdery Mildew 
in early September with 20 growers in attendance. Bob spoke on 
how to monitor and identifY Powdery Mildew and explained what 
management options were available to growers to manage the 
disease. 

On October 23'' a Weedicide Field day was conducted at the 
Suuraysia Horticulture Centre and the ADFA Vineyard. Ross 
Robertson from Sunraysia TAFE spoke on chemical calibrations 
and new legislation, which was followed by a talk from Greg 
Moulds from NSW Agriculture on Weed Control, Identification 
& Management. The session concluded with a demonstration 
from Interlink on one of their new low volume sprayers. 

Greg Moulds from NSW Agriculture 
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DRYING FOR PROFIT 

On October 241
\ we conducted a bus tour of local vineyards to 

see the different approaches to using Swingarm Trellis. The group 
visited the properties of John Hawtin, John Hunt and Lindsay 
Herath whom have all adopted their own versions of the trellis 
system. The aim of the tour was to give growers the opportunity 
to look at what other growers are doing so that they can either 
adopt what they have seen or come up with some new ideas of 
their own. 

On October 26'" we visited the property of Ivan Shaw who 
provided a demonstration on Spring Crown Bunch Removal using 
the latest research techniques. The session was very informative 
and I am sure that many growers went away with some new ideas 
of how to manage crown bunches. 

Drying for Profit is also planning to conduct a Water Use and 
Irrigation Field day over the coming weeks looking at things like: 
vine water usage, irrigation scheduling, irrigation uniformity and 
post harvest vine care. 

Other activities that are being planned before the end of the 
program include sessions on new varieties, results from the water 
for growth program, and results from the skin strength research 
project. It is also hoped that sessions on spray equipment setup 
and calibration can also be arranged again this season following 
the success oflast year's sessions. 

Growers are reminded that the Sunraysia Horticulture Centre also 
conducts Pest & Disease Field walks throughout the growing 
season so that growers can witness first hand the various diseases 
that effect our vineyards. These field walks are very good and all 
growers should make the effort to attend them. 

Growers who would like to see other topics presented at their 
local grower group before the end of the program should contact 
Drying for Profit to arrange these sessions as soon as possible as 
funding is limited. 

New Harvester planned 

The Farm Innovation Program which is a part of the Federal 
Governments Agriculture Advancing Australia Program have 
recently approved in part a program called " Accelerating the 
Adoption of Efficient Machine Harvesting of Dried Grapes on 
Swing Arm Trellis". The program is the second program this 
year that has been for growers within the Dried Grape industry 
by the Farm Innovation Program. 

The first program, which was approved earlier in the year was a 
submission by Swan Settlers in Western Australia to develop a 
large acreage of the Shaw Swingarm Trellis System. This will be 
the largest development iu WA and will see production in that 
state almost double it's current level over the next three years. 

The program, which was recently approved, is aimed at developing 
an over the row Radial Head Harvester based on the current 
concept, which was designed by Ivan Shaw. This new harvester 
allows for design changes to utilise a tractor as a power source 
and the mounting of a second radial head and catching conveyor 
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to the other side of the machine, which will allow the machine to 
harvest two rows simultaneously in some situations. 

DFRDC Machine in action dnring the 2001 harvest 

It is hoped that this new harvester will be available for 
demonstration during the 2002 harvest and that several field days 
will be conducted so that growers have an opportunity to 
see the machine in action. Ivan Shaw will work closely with the 
investment group on the design of the machine. 

Riverland Field Days 

The Riverland Field Days were held at it's new location on the 
Sturt Highway at Barmera on the 12" and 13" of September and 
was a huge success with large crowds on both days. 

Drying for Profit participated in the Field days with our display 
caravan. While we did not have the machinery displays that we 
normally have at the Mildura Field days we did have the 
Sunmuscat and S67 varieties on display and for tasting. The 
feedback on both varieties from the general public was very 
pleasing and certainly provided a positive outlook for these 
varieties in the future, as they become more readily available to 
consumers. 

Interest in trellis drying was restricted by the current economical 
climate that all growers within the industry are facing due to past 
seasons, however confidence that the industry will bounce back 
from the current downturn was very positive. 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE CRCV VITICARE PROGRAM? 

Press Release CRCV Objectives 

Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture 
PO Box 154, Glen Osmond SA 5064 

Ph (08) 8303 9405, Fax (08) 8303 9449 

The Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture Viticare 
program has been up and running for eighteen months and 
already has made significant progress. It has achieved 
progress towards accelerating the adoption of sustainable 
practices through industry participation, using the network 
of grower groups, progress in environmental management 
and on farm trialing. 

Noel Ainsworth, Viticare Coordinator said "We already 
have 22 groups from all over Australia actively involved 
in a network sharing information about viticulture". 
"Inevitably this is linked to the key CRCV focus areas of 
fruit quality or system sustainability". The project team are 
making the array of CRCV research available to groups as 
information packs, while groups are encouraged to share 
information about trials, benchmarking activities, seminars, 
activities, tours etc via a monthly newsletter where the 
growers write the articles. Useful links are starting to form 
between the groups allowing them to share information and 
resources. We are also finding that the viticulture discussed 
is useful for wine, dried fruits or table grapes, anywhere in 
Australia. 

A framework has now been developed on environmental 
management so that the wine companies and growers can 
develop approaches that are linked and can be upgraded. 
The focus of this project team has now shifted to helping 
grower groups to identity and assess environmental issues 
and develop action plans to address those issues. They have 
been busy developing the supporting processes and 
templates and have already worked with a number of 
groups. 

The team supporting the 3 7 on farm trials last season have 
been busy with trials in NSW, Vic and SA. They have 
developed workshops and templates for a wide range of 
viticultural trials. These templates ensure that trials are 
simple yet rigorous enough to be confidently shared. The 
findings from these trials can then build on the knowledge 
around new or emerging technologies that are being 
validated in a range of situations. 

Information on this CRCV program is available on the 
website www.crcv.com.au. Any interested group 
representatives should contact Noel Ainsworth on phone 
(08) 8303 9304, fax (08) 8303 9449 or e-mail 
ainsworth.noel@saugov.sa.gov.au 
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The CRCV is dedicated to accelerating quality viticultural 
management from 'vine to palate' and committed to ensuring 
the economic and environmental sustainability of Australia's 
grapegrowing industries. 

Australian wine generates $2.1 b, dried vine fruits $120m and 
table grapes $130m in gross sales per annum- industries which 
will remain and enhance their competitiveness and profitability 
through uptake of CRCV research, technologies, education 
and training. 

The CRCV is a joint venture of 12 core organisations and 9 
supporting organisations from around Australia, carrying out 
research and development in a collaborative way to deliver 
innovative technologies to Australia's viticulture industries. 
The CRCV is delivering: 
• Innovative viticultural practices to achieve key grape 

qualities 
• 

• 

• 
• 

Environmentally and economically sustainable 
vineyard management systems 
The capacity to manage grapevine performance and 
genetically improve grapevines for quality 
production and sustainable management 
Expanded professional skill base 
Consolidatiog a cooperative research and education 
culture leading to an enduring industry funded facility 
by 2007. 

GRAPEVINE 
GRAFTLINGS & ROOTLINGS 

Serving Australian Viticulture for 49 years. 
AVIA accredited Nursery. 

Vine Improvement sourced material. 
Graftlings & Rootlings supplied as dormant 
12 mth old field grown or 4 mth I 12 mth old 
container grown in bio-degradable Plant Bands. 
Hot Water Treated. 
Trichoderma protected. 
Taking orders now for 2001 & 2002 requirements. 
We also stock a full range of container grown; 

Olive, Citrus, Avocado & Pistachio 
Trees. 

Sunraysia Nurseries, 
PO Box 45, Sturt Highway, 
GOL GOL, NSW, 2738. 
Ph: 03 5024 8502 Fax:03 5024 8551 
Emai I: sales@sunraysianurseries.com.au 

L_VV~e~b~s:i~t~e~:=w=w=w=·=s=u=n=ra~y~s~ia~n~u~r~s=e=ri=e~s-~c=oru~.a~u~ ________ j)~ 
ADFA Dried Fruits News· 11 



.~-

the world's 

SUNBEAM I ADFA SULTANA POMOTION 

Sunbeam and ADFA spread the good news about Sultanas 

Over the past year the dried grape 
industry has sponsored research 
initiatives aimed at establishing 
reasons for the steady decline in 
dried fruit consumption and 
establishing strategies to put the 
industry onto a growth path. 

Individual agent companies have 
been developing their own 
initiatives but Sunbeam Foods 
has joined with the ADFA in the 
lead up to Christmas 200 I to 
support Australian growers and 
encourage consumption of 
Australian sultanas. 

The joint promotional effort is 
aimed at reinforcing those loyal 
dried fruit users identified io the 
research who account for 
approximately 25% of total 
consumption. 

The campaign has a number of 
fronts:-

• A reminder to Christmas 
Cookers to start cooking their 
Christmas pudding in November 
with a recipe supplied ..... and for 
those who leave it to the last 
mioute - a recipe for them also! 

• The advertisiog features the "names be bind the worlds 
greatest sultanas" -Australian growers - the ADFA 
and Australian Quality 

• A "look alike" promotional strip is to be added to all 
Sunbeam !Kg and 750g packs and will be available 
on Christmas displays to reinforce the quality message 
of Australian fruit. 

This strip will reach some 260,000 consumers on 
Sunbeam packets pre- Christmas to add weight to the 
message that Australian fruit is best, it is produced 
and packed by Australians and Sunbeam Sultanas are 
Australian produced. 

Sunbeam packaging has been upgraded to be more 
impactful on shelf . It is 

- Warm red in colour 
-Features Great taste, natural health and multiple 
usage through 

• Delicious • Nutritious • Versatile message 
on pack 

-Incorporates the strength and healthy glow of the 
Sun 

-Maintains the heritage and association with fresh 
fruit with "Goodness that's always in Season" 

No doubt there are more challenges ahead as we ionovate 
further and retailers continue to develop their own brands. 
It is only through this innovation that the category will 
continue to thrive. 

Through cooperative effort between producer and 
processor we can increase the promotional impact and 
effect. 

One of the key factors in successful farming is to have the resources in place to implement 
n1anagement decisions in a timely manner. 
Rural Finance provides financial packages including Working Capital at competitive rates 
with no ongoing fees, to meet your needs. 

For 'at call' finance when you need it, speak to one of our agribusiness lenders today for a visit on farm. 
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For business or leisure, fly in Southern's comfortable BAe 146 or Dash 8 aircraft on regular flights to and from Mildura, 

Melbourne,Adelaide, Burnie, Canberra, Sydney, launceston, Devon port, Hobart and Mt Hotham. You can also enjoy benefits 

such as Qantas Frequent Flyer points*, access to Qantas Club Lounges*, full inflight service, and convenient interstate 

and international connections. For more information, see your 

licensed travel agent or call Qantas on 13 13 13. QANTASLINK 
*Subject to membership terms and conditions. Southern Australia Airlines Pty Ltd.ABN 38 006 604 217. 
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NEW LABEL DIRECTIONS FOR SPRAYING VINEYARDS 

By L.Radunz (on behalf of an expert working group) 

A. INTRODUCTION 

From the end of2000 over a period of two years until June 
2002, there will be a progressive change in the expression 
of rates and directions on labels. The focus will be a rate 
per 100 L while the single rate per hectare expression will 
disappear from labels. 

This article describes why the changes are necessary, 
explains the new label directions, and informs growers what 
the changes will mean for their spraying operations. 

The new directions are based on the volume of dilute spray 
required to reach the point of run-off. See Section E for an 
explanation of this. They relate to the way products are 
tested by chemical companies before the government 
approves them for use. The label directions now better 
describe dilute and concentrate spraying and more clearly 
relate the two methods. 

It is important to realise that the size of the canopy 
determines the amount of water and chemical rate so that 
the dose applied, that is, the amount actually on the plant 
surfaces remains constant. This is what determines 
effectiveness. 

B. WHY ARE THE CHANGES TO LABELS 
NEEDED? 

There has been great variation in the advice given on labels 
and this has produced confusion because of inconsistencies 
and the use of a range of terms. Moreover legislation by 
the states that control the use of agricultural chemicals and 
the quality schemes being embraced hy growers also 
required that the directions for use be modified. A joint 
government and industry working group was formed to 
select new wording. 

C. DILUTE OR CONCENTRATE SPRAYERS? 

The terms are not absolute but generally there are two types 
of sprayers. 

It has been agreed that the terms high volume, low volume 
and semi-concentrate will no longer be used in relation to 
spray machinery or to describe spraying. 

Regardless of which type of sprayer is used, the essential 
requirement is that the same amount of chemical is applied. 
That amount of chemical is determined from the volume of 
dilute spray needed for run-off. 

a) Dilute sprayers 
Historically, the early sprayers were used to apply the spray 
mixture to thoroughly wet the plants. That was the nature 
of the spraying equipment and practices at the time. 
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In effect they could be described as dilute sprayers that 
applied the prepared spray mixture until some of the droplets 
on the plant joined and ran off to the ground. Coverage 
was said to be thorough. Excessive run-off was avoided 
because it was considered wasteful, but nevertheless, some 
run-off did occur. 

Today dilute sprayers are typically represented by airblast 
machines and they are generally used to apply the spray 
mixture to the point of run-off. Although that said, some 
growers have inadvertently been using them as concentrate 
sprayers. If the volume of spray applied is not that required 
for run-off and the concentration is not increased 
proportionately then the dose applied may be insufficient. 

b) Concentrate sprayers 
Decades later, machinery was developed that produced 
droplets with a narrower range of sizes. This meant that a 
given spray volume could be converted to many more 
droplets to provide 'coverage' but not leaf wetness to the 
point of run-off that had been provided by dilute sprayers. 
It is possible to set up airblast sprayers by adding finer 
nozzles to produce a droplet pattern resembling that from a 
concentrate sprayer. 

Because they apply a lower volume, concentrate sprayers 
enable growers to spray a vineyard/orchard more quickly 
as fewer tank refills are needed. 

D. WHAT IS SPRAYER 'SETUP'? 

Before a sprayer is used it must be setup. By sprayer setup 
we aim to maximise coverage and evenness while at the 
same time, minimising actual run-off. This article will not 
go into detail of setup here since there are courses that 
describe the process in great depth and advice is available. 
(See Section J). The setup will have to be altered tlrroughout 
the season to allow the extra plant material to be covered 
by applying increasing volumes. 

Dilute sprayers cover plants to the point of run-off. 
Concentrate sprayers need to deposit an appropriate number 
of droplets evenly on surfaces throughout the crop canopy. 

The variables that must be adjusted are: 
tractor speed 
droplet laden air stream - volume of air, its direction 
and speed 
nozzle size, number, arrangement and direction 
pump pressure 
volume of water. 

Growers might need to seek professional advice on how to 
set up their machines. 
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INDUSTRY NEWS FROM YOUR BOARD 

Jenny Treeby Profile 

Jenny was born in Berlin, West Germany, and grew up in 
the southern parts of Germany. While doing her final 
secondary school studies, she developed an interest in 
agriculture, particularly plant breeding. This led to her 
working for 12 months at a famous maize breeding station 
following the completion of her secondary studies. Her 
interest in plants led her to specialise in plant production 
during her tertiary studies at Hohenheirn University, 
Stuttgart. After meeting Michael, who had postdoctoral 
fellowship at the same university, she visited Australia to 
travel. 

After having completed her M.Ag.Sc. in 1989 Jenny 
immigrated to Australia and married Michael. She started 
to work for the then CSlRO Division of Horticulture in the 
same year, as an Experimental Scientist, on a project 
concerned with the domestication of the quandong (or native 
peach). Jenny and Michael bought the Tree by family block 
at Red Cliffs in 1992. In 1993 her first child was born, and 
Jenny left full time paid employment to concentrate on 
running the dried fruit property. Since this time the property 
has been redeveloped and half of the enterprise is now 
devoted to mechanized dried vine fruit production 
(Surnnuscat). 

Jenny was selected by the ADFA to participate in the Rural 
Leadership program conducted at Marcus Oldham 
Agricultural College 

The Tree by family has had a long history of involvement 
in the ADFA -both Jenny's late father-in-law and her 
husband have sat on the Red Cliffs Branch Committee. 
Jenny joined the Committee of the Red Cliffs Branch in 
2000, and successfully stood for the Board of Management 
in 2001. 

Jenny's vision for the future of the dried fruit industry is a 
quality-orientated industry, based on the most efficient 
technology available, as competition on the world market 
is high. In her opinion, the recently released breed of new 
varieties for drying will lead Australia in lucrative niche 
markets and will give the industry as a whole an enormous 
boost. 

ADFA Web Site 

The ADFA web site "adfa.asn.au" has been updated since 
our last edition of Dried Fruits News and has been expanded 
upon to include recent press releases and 3 popular recipes. 
The recipe page is designed to give you some great ideas 
that you can try and will be regularly updated. The next 
update will give you some great Christmas ideas. 

If you have any requests for certain recipes or other 
suggestions on how we can improve the web site please 
click on the feedback button on the site. In the corning 

' months we are also hoping to have the ADFA Shop page 
up and running which will include monthly specials. 

1. 
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Illegal Workers 

The government is proposing legislation to introduce legal 
sanctions for employing illegal workers. In advance of these 
sanctions being introduced, DIMA will issue administrative 
warning notices to employers and labour suppliers of illegal 
workers. 

The notices will be recorded by DIMA and taken into 
account if an employer or labour supplier is again found to 
have employed or supplied an illegal worker after the 
sanction legislation becomes operative. 

At present it is an offence under the Crimes Act punishable 
with a fine of up to $10,000 to employ someone you know 
is an illegal worker. 

This warning may not apply to growers who can show that 
they have made an honest and reasonable mistake; ie. you 
were shown a false or misleading document. 

Growers should make every attempt to ensure that workers 
are entitled to work by asking to see documentation such 
as permanent resident status or visa which indicate 
entitlement to work. 

Generally tax file numbers, driver's licences, Medicare card 
or referral notices are NOT proof of right to work. 
Growers wishing to obtain more information on Illegal 
workers should contact the Work Rights Information Line 
on 1800 040 070. 

su~ 
FOODS 
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