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A Catechism On Marketing 
Questions and Answers Pointing to a 'Yes' Vote 

Bounty System Does Not Afford Stability 
The following statement has been prepared by the Federal Referendllin 

Campaign Committee, and its publication is authorised by the joint secretaries, 
Messrs. G. Twohill and G. A. Try, of King Street, Sydney. Many new and 
convincing arguments are put forth and it is urged on those in the industry 
to do all in their power to disseminate them. The statement reads as follows: 

Q. What is the question proposed? 
A: That the following section be added to 

the Constitution:-
92a. The provisions of the last preceding 

section (section 92) shall not apply to laws 
in respect of marketing made by the Par
liament in the exercise of any powers 
vested in the Parliament by the Constitu
tion. 

Q. What is se·ction 92? 
A. One of the objects of federation was to 

secure freedom of trade between the States, and 
this involved the abolition of the customs 
barriers which had existed in the colonial period. 
Hence section 92 of the Constitution set out 
that utrade and commerce among the States, 
whether by means of internal carriage or ocean 
navigation, shall be absolutely free." 

Q. Does the proposed new section me·an that 
this principle is to be departed from? 

A. No. It is not proposed to remove Section 
92 from the Constitution, but merely to add a 
new section. The proposed additional section 
contemplates no interference with trade among 
the States as ordinarily understood, and refers 
only to legislation to give effect to national 
marketing schemes agreed on by the Common
wealth and State·s acting together. These 
schemes wer:e designed to meet trading condi
tions that were not foreseen when the Consti
tution was framed, and for their successful 
operation :it is essential that the Commonwealth 
should have power to control the interstate 
movement of the particular commodities em
braced by them seeing that the States them
selves have not the power to do this. 

THE NECESSITY FOR ALTERATION 
Q. As marketing schemes for such commodi

ties as dried fruit and dairy products have been 
actually in operation for some years, why is an 
alteration of the Constitution neoessary for 
their continuance, and for the ope·ration of 
other schemes that the Commonwealth and the 
States might similarly agree upon? 

A. The legislation was passed in the light of 
decisions of our High Court, given as far back 

as 1920, that section 92, while binding on the 
States, was not binding on the Commonwealth. 
The Privy Council, on an· appeal in what is 
known as the James case, has ruled that (con
trary to the previous view of our High Court) 
the Commonwealth is bound by the terms of 
section 92 and that, therefor·e, the legislation 
passed by it to give effect to national marketing 
schemes falls on the ground. 

Q. What led up to the appeal which has 
thrown the national marketing schemes into 
confusion? 

A. The dried fruits scheme-and also the 
others-required that, to obviate gluts in the 
Australian market, a determined quota of the 
year's pack, should be offered to meet home 
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~ Foreign matter in fruit brings trouble 
~ to those who sell our fruit. Be careful 
~ of nails. 

Do not harvest fruit too early. Im-
mature fruit is difficult to sell and gives 

~ an advantage to our overseas competitors. 
:,,,,, '''''''"''"'"'''''""'"""''"'"""'"'''""'""""'''''"'''''""'""''" 
requireme.1;1ts and the balance exported accord
ing to an organised plan designed to secure the 
best general result for producers as a body. 
Mr. James, a South Australian dried fruits 
merchant, ignored this requirement and insisted 
upon offering his fruit in New South Wales to 
the detriment of the local market. On being 
prevented he challenged the legality of the 
action in the Australian courts and, failing in 
that jurisdiction, he appealed to the Privy 
Council with the result stated. 

Q. What attitude did the Commonwealth and 
State Governments adopt in relation to the 
appeal? 

The Commonwealth Government opposed it 
and was supported in this attitude by the Go
vernments of New- South Wales, Victoria and 

Queensland. Th~- Governments of Western 
Australia and Tasmania found no fault with 
the operation of the schemes, but they appar
ently feared any extension of Commonwealth 
powers which might have the effect of cur
tailing the powers which the States already 
enjoyed. 

BRIDGING A CONSTITUTIONAL GAP 
Q. The judgment of the Privy Council hav

ing removed that fear, what will the Constitu
tion alteration now proposed actually do? 

A. It will restore the position ~hat was be
lieved to exist before the judgment was given. 
No more, no less. It merely sets out explicitly 
that the Commonwealth in the exercise of the 
powers with which it is invested nnder the 
Constitution, shall not, in relation to schemes 
for the marketing of commodities, be subject 
to the restrictions imposed upon it by section 
92. No state right is affecte·d. It will b~ 
merely a case of "as you were." 

Q. Could not the States carry on_ Market
ing schemes by agreement among themselves 
without bringing the Commonwealth into the 
business? 

A. No; because, for one thing, the States 
themselves have no adequate power over inter
state trade in the particular commodities and 
without such power marketing schemes cannot 
be effectively organised. 

Q. Then the present position is that neither 
the Commonwealth nor the States, acting alo~_e·, 
have power to operate national marketing 
schemes? 

A. That is so. In the words of the Prime 
Minister: "If we le·ave the position where it is, 
The Commonwealth will not have the power 
and the States will not have the power; an& 
nothing can be done. If the proposed amend
ment is carried, full and complete power will 
net be in the hands of the Commonwealth or 
of the States, but in the hands of the Common
w.ealth and the States in agreement.n 

Q. Then there is a gap, in the Constitution 
leaving a No Man's Land in which neither Com
monwe·alth nor State law can apply? 

A. Yes-a gap which prevents either the 
States or the Commonwealth taking effective 
action to meet a great marketing emergency in 
a primary industry, however §erious the bearing 
of such eme·rgency upon the general national 
fortune. The proposal, if carried, will bridge 
this gap. 

(Continued on Page 2.) 
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EFFECT ON WAGES, EMPLOYMENT AND 
GENERAL PROSPERITY 

Q. Questions of constitutional power aside, 
what is the practical justification for national 
marketing schemes such as those now applying 
to such commodities as dried fruits, dairy pro
ducts and wheat? 

A. The overwhelming importance to the 
well-being of every man, woman and child in 
Australia of maintaining great primary indus
tries in a stable condition. The land industries 
form the base of our economic life. When 
they are -prosperous the manufacturing indus
tries are ~prosperous, building operations are 
active, the transport services are under full 
load,, general business is buoyant, employment 
of every description is plentiful. When they 
are depressed all other industries and activities 
become depressed, revenues decrease, employ
ment shrinks, and distress become·s widespread. 

Q. Just how does that come about? 
A. In large part the primary producers are 

dependent for their incomes upon markets 
overse·as. If the return is insufficient to cover 
the costs of production, with a reasonable mar
gin to the good, scores of thousands of pro-
ducers are unable to buy the goods and ser
vices of the multitudes in the cities and towns 
whose livings depend in large measure upon the 
supply of producers' needs. General unem
ployment results, as we all know to our cost. 

HOW MARKETING SCHEMES WORK 
Q. In what ways do national marketing 

schemes contribute to the maintenance of a 
reasonable return to those engaged in primary 
industry? 

A. The general principle of the marketing 
system is this: In Australia we have long 
accepted the responsibility of providing a decent 
standard of living for the wage·-earner and, in 
more recent times, we have extended this policy 
to important sections of primary producers by 
the enactment of legislation, Commonwealth 
and State, to enable them to receive a fair price 
for home-consumed produce in the same way 
as the wage-earner receives a fair wage and the 
manufacturer receives a fair price by protec
tion of his home market through the Tariff. 
These primary industries which rely principally 
on the export market are .subject to risks in 
world competition which cannot be controlled, 
but the effects can be modified by marketing 
scheme·s. They prevent gluts at home and/ 
provide for the regulation of sales abroad. 

Q. How is this managed? 
A. When production is in excess of local 

requirements (as in the case of all Australia's 
main primary products) prices, in the absence 
of any form of regulation, are based upon 
overse.as prices. With the heavy fall in world 
prices the returns from all such products be
came reduced below costs of productlon. Pro
duc_ers'_ organisations then began to consider 
how they could remedy this state of affairs and 
the nianner deemed to be most practicable in 
certain cases was to hold the prices for the 
partic_ular. commodities consumed in Australia 
at .. a price somewhat above export parity-in 
other words, the producers sought a home
consumption price sufficient to cover costs and 
give diem 'a reasonable margin of return for their 
labor and capital. To enable this to be done, 
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it was necessary to .fix the quant1t1es to be 
offered in the home market at the fixed price. 
The producers first 'attempted to do this by 
voluntary co-operative action, but there w·ere 
always certain producers who would not sub
scribe to the plan. State action was then re
sorted to, but this also faile'd because a State 
had no power to prevent the plan being upset 
through goods being sent in from other States. 
Hence the Commonwealth Government (which 
was assumed to have power over the movement 
of goods, interstate as well as overse·as) was re
quested by the States to fill the gap. The State 
Government fixed the quota for consumption 
within its borders and the Commonw·ealth Go
vernment regulated interstate trade so that the 
State quota would not be increased from be
yond its borders and so be rendered ineffective. 
Thus home and export quotas were so arranged 
that every producer took his proportionate 
share of each market. 

HOM!E CONSUMER GETS FAIR 
TREATMENl' 

Q. Are the home-consumption prices which 
Australians ar.e called upon to pay for commodi
ties covered by national marketing schemes 
excessive? 

A. They have not been so. The price de
termined for butter, :fixed at 1/3 per lb. fo:r 
choicest grade in 1934, has remained unaltered 
since and during the period home consumption· 
has increased by 2lb. per head. During the 
period there have been occasions when the ex
port prices have been higher than the home
consumption price. When the London parity 
price for butter is_ extremely low it is necessary 
for the industry to take full advantage of the 
protective tariff of 6d; per lb., but as the Lon
don price rises the advantage of the tariff 
correspondingly diminishes. Although there is 
a tariff duty of 6d pe'r lb. on dried fruits, at
no time in eight years has the home-consump
tion price for these commodities been more 
than fd per lb. above the export price expressed 
in Australian currency. 

Q. Even so is it fair that the Australian con
sumers should be asked to pay more for an 
Australian commodity than consumers in the 
Old Country pay for the same commodity? 

A. Ye·s, quite fair. If these commodities 
were not produced in Australia or were not 
produced in sufficient quantities to meet the re
quirements, we should have to import the·m, 
and, in that case, the price we should pay would 
be the world's price plus freight, insurance, 
wharfages and any duties there might be. The. 
price in that event would be more than we have· 
been paying under the home-consumption 
schedules which have been operating under the 
national marketing schemes. The marketing 
schemes keep home prices steady and in the long 
run benefit 'both producer and consume't. 

Q. What protection has the consumer against 
·excessive home prices? 

A. In the :first place it is to the producer's 
interest to sell as much as possible in the home 
market and he would not do this if prices were 
not kept l'ieasonable. Secondly, the Govern
ments can ·acquire authority to prevent any 
abuse of power by the marketing organisations 

by imposing a condition that quotas may not 
be fixed above a certain figure. A Minister 
(Commonwealth or State) may decline to :fix a 
quota or to fix it at such a percentage that the 
price de·emed unfair would not be obtainable 
on the home market and the scheme would 
then fail. 

EFFECT ON THE PRODUCER 
Q. Does the application of the principle of 

a "home-consumption Price" to products of 
primary industries have· the same effect as does 
protection through the Tariff to the manufac
turing industries? 

A. ,The principle is the same in both in
stances, but whereas the manufacturer, who 
produces only for the Australian market-say 
the boot or clothing or other manufacturer
gets the benefit of the Australian price on the 
whole of the output, the producer of primary 
export commodities receives such price, under 
the marketing schemes, only on that proportion 
of his output which is consumed in Australia
alld that is the smaller proportion. 

Q. You say then, that just as tariff duties 
alie necessary to enable our secondary industrie·s 
to exist and pay rates of wages to the workers 
compatible with the Australian standard of liv
ing, so are the home·-consumption prices neces
sary to the primary producer to enable him to 
pay wages according to the Australian stand
ard? 

A. Yes, also to secure a decent living for 
himself as a worker, for no one in the colT'...,. 
munity works harder. Moreover, he, as a con
sumer, has to pay his share of the cost of 
protecting the manufacturing industries and 
thus providing large employment in the cities. 

THE VAST PRODUCING INTERESTS 
INVOLVED 

Q. What is the extent of the capital inveSted 
and the number of people dependent upon the 
industrie·s which have been the subject of 
national marketing legislation? 

A. The Commonwealth Production Bulletin 
gives the number of producers and employees 
engaged in «dairying principally" at 167,000. 
The value of the investment in dairy farms, 
stock and factories is estimated at approximately 
£260,000,000, and the annual value of the 
butter and cheese produced is £23,000,000. 

The number of wheat-growers is given at 
between 60,000 and 70,000. No figures are 
available of the number of employees, but the 
Royal Commission on Wheat reported that "the 
industry provides more employment than any 
other single industry in Australia." Whole 
towns depend for survival on the industry. 
Flour-milling alone gives direct employment to 
3 500 persons. The money invested in all 
branches of the industry is estimated at ap
proximately £120,000,000, and the value of the 
production is from £30,000,000 a year upwards 
according to the market conditions. 

The dried fruits industry supports 55 00 
growers (mostly returned soldiers) and pro
vides seasonal employment for about 8000 
workers. The direct- capital investment is 
estimated at upwards of £5,000,000. Alto
gether there are probably 40,000 persons de
pendent on the industry for the whole or part 

DON'T GUESS VOTE ~~yES" 



THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, FEBRUARY 2.2, 1937. 

ON MARKETING 
of their living. Several towtns on the Murray 
River in Victoria and South Australia are 

. largely dependent on dried-fruit production. 
Altogether these three industries ar,e re

sponsible for a yearly contribution to the 
national income of between £50,000,000 and 
£60,000,000, and directly give a living to prob
ably 450,000 people, not to speak of the further 
thousands who are indirectly employed in hand
ling the products on railways, roads and wharfs. 

These figures show how enormously import
ant these industries are to the prosperity of the 
community as a whoLe. 

Q. Are dried fruits, dairying and wheat the 
only industries covered by such national mar
keting schemes? 

A. Up to the present, yes, but if the Consti
tution is altered as propose·d other industries can 
be brought in if, and when, the Commonwealth 
and States, acting in co-operation, consider it 
in the national interest to do so. 

NATIONAL MARKETING HAS BEEN 
APPROVED BY ALL PARTIES 

Q. Was the Commonwealth's action in con
nection with marketing schemes ever attacked 
at general elections? 

A. No. All parties have supported them. 

Q. Is it not reasonable that a scheme which 
ensures certain benefits to the producers 
through the operation of the home-consump
tion price should also provide for corresponding 
benefits to· the workers employed by the pro
ducers? 

A. It is entirely reasonable that the producers 
should pay their employees as well as the re
turns from their industries will permit. The 
question of wages and conditions could not be 
dealt with in connection with a marketing 
scheme under the constitutional alteration now 
proposed. The wage· rates and conditions in the 
industries covered by marketing schemes come 
within the jurisdiction of the appropriate indus
trial tribunals. Rural workers, therefcire enjoy 
the same industrial arbitration rights as do the 
workers in other industries. 

Q. Do the Labor representatives in the Fed
eral Parliament and in the State parliaments 
favor the national marketing schemes contem
plate·d under the alteration of the Constitution 
that is now proposed? 

A. So far as their public utterances and ac
tions are a guide, the members of the political 
Labor parties endorse the principle of a home
consumption price for the producers. In the 
Federal Parliament the Labor party, as a party, 
has supported the marketing legislation per
taining to dried fruits and dairy products, and 
many of its members were active advocates of 
it. In the State parliaments the Labor atti
tude has been much the same. 

Q. Are the members of the Federal Labor 
party supporting the constitutional alteration 
now proposed? 

A. On the precise constitutional proposal 
opinion is divided. Generally, the attitude of 
the party is that the proposal does not go far 
.enough. As a party it advocates the extension 
of Commonwealth powers to cover n@t only 
marketing but all c·orn:merce and all industrial 
matters. At the same time Some members are 
active supporters of the pre·sent proposal in the 
absence of the more comprehensive alteration. 
These federal members are solidly supported by 
the Labor Government and the whole of the 
State party in Queensland and Victoria, and by 
sections of the Labor party in each of the· 
States., All, however, are committed to the 
principle of a home consumption price. 

Q. What is the attitude of the other federal 
political parties to the proposal? 

A. Both the United Australia and COuntry 
parties support it. 

WHY LARGER POWERS ARE NOT 
PROPOSED 

Q. Why are full Commonwealth powers over 
commerce and industry not provided for in the 
proposed Constitution alteration? 

A. Because ther.e is no question upon which 
the people are more divided than upon the 
question of extending the powers of the Com
monwealth . The Government therefore thought 
it wise to refrain from raising new and uncer
tain issues and so has confined the proposal to 
the provision of a constitutional power which, 
up to the time of the Privy Council's decision, 
was believed to exist. It has treated the matter 
as one of urgency. Important marketing 
schemes have been rendered inoperative and the 
industries dependent upon them are threatened 
with demoralisation. The Government has, 
therefore, considered not only what may be 
de·sirable, but what is immediately practicable. 

ANSWERS TO SOME GENERAL 
OBJECTIONS 

Q. What several objections to the present 
Constitution alteration proposal have been 
voiced by certain sections outside the Parlia
ment? 

A. Broadly speaking, there have been three-
( 1) That if assistance to primary pro

ducers is necessary the Commonwealth al
ready possesses the power to give it in the 
form of bounties. 

(2) That if given the power over market
ing the Commonwealth may use this power 
for the promotion of ~'socialistic" control 
over industry in ways that are distasteful to 
those with whom freedom from Government 
interference is a cardinal principle. 

( 3) That ordinary freedom of trade be
tween the States may be impeded by Com
monwealth action. 

BOUNTIES NOT SATISFACTORY 
Objection No 1.-It is true that the Govern

ment has power to provide bountie·s and it has 
exercised this power. For instance, the wheat 
industry during the recent y;ears of depression 
was assisted by this means over some years to 
the total extent of £14,000,000. 

The bounty method serves well enough for 
the encouragement of a new industry or to 
meet an emergency. But as a means of stabil
ising an established industry it falls far short 
of the requirement. Bounties have to be pro
vided from one of two sources, either from 
ge·neral taxation or from the proceeds of a. 
special tax on the commodities produced, which 

Sub .. Types For 
Vine Fruits 

DECISION AT MILDURA DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 

At the Federal Council meeting in Adelaide 
the que.s'tion of the number of sub-types for 
vine fruits was referred back for decision by 
District Councils as to which method of divi
sion would be best suited to their particular 
districts. After a long discussion it w·as de
cided to adopt the following· for the Mildura 
District. 

Sultanas: Plain, one-crown, two-crown, and 
six-crown: One type three-crown, four-crown 
and five-crown. A and B types. 

Lexias: One type in all grades. 

Currants: A and B types in all grades. 

These divisions were recommended to the 
Mid-MUrray District Council and from reports 
to hand it is anticipated' that they will i()e 
adopted by that hody. 
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is collected on what is consumed in the coun
try and rebated on what is exported. But 
however the money is raise·d, the bounty sys
tem is open to practical objections, the prin
cipal of which is that the industries concerned 
would be perpetually in the political cockpit . 
Each year they would be at the mercy 1 of 
parliamentary majorities. They would be auc
tioned at every election. Governments change, 
public opinion alters, circumstances and condi
tions fluctuate. There would be sometimes a 
larger bounty and sometimes a smaller one, but 
there would be no machinery for bringing about 
and maintaining that sta'bility of conditions 
which is the objection of an organised market
mg scheme. The producer could not plan 
ahead as the protected manufacturer can. 

EFFFECTIVE CHECK ON UNWISE 
EXPERIMENTS 

Objection No. 2 is based on fears which have 
.little practical basis. The surest guar
antee against any irresponsible action 
by a Commonwe.:tlth Government, even 
if it were so disposed, lies in the 
fact that the Commonwealth alone ·cannot 
institute' a marketing scheme. Marketing 
schemes involve not only the Commonwealth 
legislation, but also Supporting legislation by 
the States at the same time. In such a com
bination extremism will have small chance of 
:finding a congenial nesting place. Whatever 
"Government interference" there may be will 
be that which is deemed by a very wide and 
varied constituency, influencing both the Com
monwealth and the States, to be essential to 
the welfare of great national industries. The 
legislation ml.lSt be broad-based upon the 
people's will. There can be no surer guaran
tee than that. On the other hand, if a ••No'' 
vote prevails a far greater degree of govern
ment action will be necessary, for the bounty 
and excise method can be operated by the Go-
vernment alone. · 

FREEDOM OF ORDiNARY INTERSTATE 
TRADE NOT IMPERILLED 

Objection No. 3 is fanciful. There is no 
warrant for suggesting that ordinary interstate 
trade would be in any jeopardy if the Consti
tution alteration is carried. Legislation under 
the proposal is restricted to marketing. "Mar
keting,'' as used in the proposal, means the 
marketing of a commodity on a national basis. 
It cannot be read as applying to buying and 
selling of goods as between individuals unless 
indeed such buying and selling were part of a 
marketing scheme. If wider application were 
desired it would have been necessary to use 
some such expression as "the purchase and sale 
of goods." Further, the Government is not 
asking the people to delete section 92 which 
guarantees free trade be1:ween the States. Sec· 
tion 92 will remain an integral part of the 
Constitution. 

NATIONAL WELFARE DEMANDS 
"YES" von: 

Q. Then in the interests not only of primary 
industry but of all industry, and of the_ gen
eral welfare· of Australia as a whole, it is the 
citizens' patriotic duty to· vote for_ this altera
tion to the Constitution at the referendum on 
the 6th March? 

A. Yes. It will fill the constitutional gap 
that has been shown to exist. It will enable 
the Commonwealth and the States to co-operate 
in national marketing schemes to give stability 
to great primary industries. 

It will immediately restore the marketing 
position in connection with three indUstries 
directly supporting nearly half a million of 
people and producing commodities to· the value 
of between £50,000,000 and £60,000,000 a 
year. 

It will safe·guaid the future position in rural 
industries and through them the general pros-. 
perity of industry as a whole throughout Aus
tralia. 

Think of the Dangers of Yesterday: Vote uYES";!Today! 
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Board of Management Minutes MILDURA DISTRICT 
R.S.S.I;L.A. BOARD ACTIVE 

Vine Fruits Adjustment to be Prepared 
Some excellent work was done by 

members of the Board dl.Lring a recent 
visit to Melbourne. Members of other 
Boards in the wheat and dairying areas 
were also represented. PLANS FOR REFERENDUM CAMPAIGN 

At a recent meeting of the Board many mat
ters of interest to growe·rs were dealt with. 

Voluntary Agreement.-The secretary re
ported that all dealers in New South Wales had 
now signed the agreement respecting the mar
keting of dried fruits for season 1937, and that 
negotiations were now proceeding in respect to 
Victorian agents and dealers, with the object 
of getting them to complete the agreement. 

Apr.icots.-The Board gave conside1·ation to 
the likely pack of apricots for season 1937, and 
in view of the lateness of the season it is still 
Very difficult to get an accurate forecast of the 
position but it is e·stimated that the A.D.F.A. 
handling will probably reach 7 50 tons. Owing 
to the very mild summer and the slow ripening 
of the fruit the pack this year is likely to con
sist mainly of high grade fruit with very little 
tonnage below 3 -crown, if nothing unforseen 
occurs to the harvesting. Consideration was 
also given to the question of the quantity to be 
releas,ed for export and prices for New Zea
land and the Commonwealth. Consideration 
was also given to the question of quoting 
peaches, nectarines and pears in the Common
wealth and also export prices for peaches to 
New Zealand. 

Coomealla Packers Pty. Ltd., Dareton, New 
South Wales.-A letter was received from this 
company, making application for affiliation as 
packers. The application was supported by the 
Mildura District Council. It was decided "That 
the application from Messrs. Coomealla Packers 
Pty. Ltd., Dareton, N.S.W., be approved." 

Peaches, Seas011- 1937, Export.-It was de
cided to notify agents that they may export 
20 per cent. of their anticipated pack. 

Sultana, C1t-rrant and Lexia Adjustments, 
Season, 1936.-Consideration was given to the 
unsold stock of sultanas, currants and lexias, 
o.nd head oflic.e was instructed to proceed with 
the adjustment of these fruits. 

Next Board Meeting.-It was agreed "That 
the next Board Meeting be held on Thursday, 
February 25, and that the Tree Fruit Commit
tee meeting be held on Wednesday, February 
24." 

Final Accozmt Sale Different,:als, Apricots, 
Season 1937.-Consideration was given by the 
Board to :final account sale differentials for 
apricots, season 1937, and it was resolved "That 
the differentials be as follows:-

"Fancy'' ''Choice" "Standard" 
Per Ton Per Ton Per Ton 
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d 

5-Crown-
Plus 25 0 0 Plus 20 0 0 
4-Crown-
Plus 19 10 0 Plus 13 10 0 Plus 10 0 0 
3-Crown 
Plus 14 0 0 Plus 6 0 0 Plus 4 0 0 
2-Crown-
Plus. 6 0 0 Plus 2 0 0 
1-Crown-

Basis 

Slabs-

".Plain'·'-

Minus 6 0 0 Minus 10 0 0 

Minus 2 0 0 

Minus 6 0 0 
(2-Crown "Standard" Basis 

I~ reiard to 5 -crown, these rates are subject 
~o revision at a later date, if considered neces
sary. 

Sultanas, Season 1936.-The Board gave fur
ther consideration to a letter received from the 
Red Cliffs branch, on the subject of the per
centages of sub-types in sultanas delivered to 
packing houses handling Red Cliffs fruit for 
season 1936. The secretary submitted a state
ment showing the percentage of the various 
sub-types delivered and it was decided to send 

copy of same to the Red Cliffs branch. 
AuditoT's RepOTt.-The auditor's statement 

of accounts for quarter ended December 31, 
1936, was submitted to the Board and re·
ceived. 

REFERENDUM PROPAGANDA 
There was a long discussion on various 

phase·s of the Refer:endum propaganda. 
Fh:tance.-This matter was fully considered 

and it was decided to make a further sum 
available for use in the Referendum campaign, 
provided the Chairman was satisfied that the 
money would be properly applied. 

Western Australia and T as·mania.-In view 
of the reported opposition to the Referendum 
in We·stern Australia and Tasmania, it was 
decided that 1v:tr. D. C. Winterbottom should 
visit Tasmania about the middle of February 
and that Mr. J. B. Murdoch should proceed to 
Western Australia at the earliest posssible date, 
probably Ie·aving about the end of January. 

Van. Representatives.-It was also de.::ided to 
utilise the services of the Association repre
sentatives on our advertising vans, and to offe:r 
their services to the committees appointed in 
New South Wales, Victoria and South Austra
lia. As the committees in Victoria and New 
South Wale:s are not yet ftmctioning, it was 
arranged to utilise the services of Messrs. Ham
met and Gibbs to give lunch-hour addresses to 
factory employees and other associations, in
cluding women's ·mganisations in the afteTnoon 
or evenings. 

Chamber of Agriculture.-From the report 
appearing in the Press of Saturday, January 
23, it '\vas noted that the Council of the Cham
ber of Agriculture had carried a resolution that 
the Council should not take a vote on the 
question of the Refer.endum. It was decided to 
write to two of the repre·sentatives' from, 
country districts on the subject and forward 
them statements setting out the case on behalf 
of the dried fruits industry. 

"A.D.F.A. News."-Now that the "News~~ 
is being issued monthly, it was felt necessary 
to try and secure further advertisements and 
arrangements were made by the Board with 
Mr. J. H. Gordon to visit likely advertisers in 
Melbourne, ·with the object of securing further 
advertisements. 

The delegates met the Executive of the 
League and arrangements were made to have 
statements on the marketing referendum as it 
affects soldier settlers sent to all members of the 
League in Victoria. The cost of circularising 
to over 25,000 men would be met by the Mer
bein and Red Cliffs branches of the Associa
tion. It was reporte·d that visits were made to 
several military hospit~ls with good results. A 
most interesting interview was obtained with 
Mr. W. M. Hughes, an ever-increasing friend 
of the soldier, at his home at Sassafras, and after 
what the niembers of the party describe as a 
remarkably interesting two hours, during which 
they went round the world, piloted by Mr. 
Hughes in his best and inimitable style, in re
sponse to an appeal for his help to the Digger 
settlers and workers in the industries most 
vitally concerned in the success of the referen
dum, Mr. Hughes said he would do all he could 
and promised to make a Press statement on the 
matter with a particular appeal for the soldiers 
involved. 

A visit was made to the Melbourne manager 
of "Smith's Weekly," introduced by Mr. H. 
Drew, M.L.A., asking that his paper, which 
has a featured service to soldiers, should help 
the .. soldier settlers and others involved in this 
campaign. Resulting from this conference a 
letter and a statement of the case, signed by 
representatives of the soldiers' boards in the 
industries concerned, has- been sent to the head 
office of <<Smith's," in Sydney. 

An appointment was made with Sir James 
Barrett, who is chairman of the "No" commit
tee and a prominent worke·r in soldier welfare 
work. However, to no avail, for this gentle
man was not impr.essed by t..~e fact that he 
was doillg tremendous potential harm to many 
rhousands of soldiers. 

The industry owes its appreciation to the 
delegates and appreciates the amount of ground 
covered i.."l the few days spent on the work. 

THE USE. OF ENGLISH 

A rece·nt eulogy to a parting guest: "Mr. 
possesses strength without arrogance, 

courage without ferocity, determination with
out ruthlessness, tact without weakness,· and 
ability without ostentation." 

The Mildura Co .. operative 
Co. Ltd. 

Fruit 

M!LDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £100,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Packed under the well known "PADLOCK" Brand 

Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Value.rs. 

DON'T GUESS VOTE "YES'~ 
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Statement on Attitude of S.A. Premier 

A_SHORT-SIGHTED POLICY 
Speaking at a meeting of the Waikerie com

mittee which is advocating a "Ye·s" vote in 
the referendum, :Mr. J. B. Murdoch, a mem
ber of the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
Board of Management, replied to statements 
made by the Premier (Mr. Butler) on the 
marketing proposals. 

1vir. Murdoch said that when :Mr. Butler 
advocated an excise and. bounty scheme as a 
complete solution of the growers' marketing 
problems, he ignored the provision of an export 
quota in the A.D.F.A. scheme·. Leading legal 
authorities had declared this scheme quite con
stitlltional, but when 11r. Menzies returned 
from England he had stated that the export, 
quota would definitely be opposed to Section 92. 

There had been talk of "eyewash and lotion," 
added Mr. Murdoch, but appar,ently Mr. But
ler was suffering from an inexplicable attack of 
short-sightedness, which made it impossible for 
him to visualise the resultant chaos of a scheme 
which did not provide for an export quota 
system. Growers would be deprived of both an 
orderly marketing scheme and a consumption 
price by traders engaged in a scramble to dis
pose of their entire tonnag.e on Australian mar
kets at less than world parity prices, he said. 

Recalling the crisis in 1923, Mr. Murdoch 
said although the argument had been advanced 
that the industry was now better equipped to 
take world parity price·s, it would not be long 
before the lack of organisation on the homei 
market precipitated its collapse. Producers 
were fully .entitled to the· modest premiums they 
had enjoyed for the past ten years as a result 
of beneficient legislation providing for a home 
consumption price. Howev,er, if the Premier 
persisted in his present attitude, it was likely 
that heavy losses would be experienced to the 
detriment of the Government's huge invest
ments in the Murray valley. 

Mr. Murdoch added that when :Mr. Butler, 
as an argument against a change in the Consti
tution, instanced the splendid manner in which 
the industry had c-arri,ed on without an orderly 
~arketing scheme, he overlooked the i.If1portant 
fact that before the Privy Council delivered 
its decision in the James case, huge tonnages 
of dried fruits had already been exported to 
Canada, the United Kingdom and New Zea
land. This had helped the A.D.F.A. to allay 
panic and prevent chaos in the industry, but the 
future need was for permanent marketing sta
bility. 

"The Murray valley is one of the best trading 
areas in the State," said Mr. Murdoch. "Its 
20,000 inhabitants are quietly prosperous people 
who spend freely with city business interests. 
Surely -an industry benefiting so many is justi-

:fi.ed in asking for more stability than that of
fered by an excise and bounty scheme·, with its 
necessary periodical re-enactment." 

The committee has prepared plans for an 
intensive campaign in the river districts, and 
particularly among the farming communities, 
Following are the members of the committee: 
Messrs. ]. ]. Odgers ( chairnun), J. B. Mur
doch, J. F. Coveney, A. R. Isaacson, B. von 
Bertouch, R. G. Lambert, H. J. Heinemann, K. 
Dunstan, F. Dunstone, L. Barclay, Mrs. M. D. 
Wohling, and Messrs. W. A. Blight and D. R. 
H·eppner. 

THE VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT 

As the date of the referendum ap
proaches it is_ forced on the mind that 
March 6 will be one of the most critical 
days in the history of the industry. The 
day will hold potentialities for danger to 
the whole fabric of organised marketing, 
for if the question is decided in the· nega
tive, several large national industries will 
be immediately faced with difficult con
ditions, any alleviation of which, by le·g
islative action, m~1st take considerable 
time. In our industry the voluntary 
agreement that has been made betwe·en 
the dealers is the only hope of holding 
the position temporarily, ~nd for how 
long, depends on the support that 
growers give to those who have agreed 
to observe the proper quota for export. 
The list of those who have signed this 
agreement in South Australia is as fol
lOws: Australian Dried Fruits AssociM 
ation, T. S. Bowen, E. W. Chaston, 
Clare Fruit Packers Ltd., Cole and 
Woodham Ltd.; Crowe and Newcombe, 
W. M. Ellis, D. and J. Fowler Ltd., R. 
C. G. Frankel, GoUin and Co. Pty. Ltd., 
Government Produce Department, A. E. 
Hall and Co. Ltd., Ramsay Harrisons 
Pty. Ltd., A. G. Ireland, C. F. Leditschke 
Ltd., Executors Estate of ]. W. Mattiske, 
Murray River \Vholesale· Co-op. Ltd., 
McLaren Vale Fruit Packers Ltd., S. 
Plush, River Bend Co-op. Trading Co. 
Ltd., Ro-Bern Dried Fruit Company, 
Geo. Wills and Co. Ltd., G. Wood and 
Son Co. Ltd. 

In Victoria and New South Wales 
negotiations have re-ached a stage where 
it is assured that the position will be held 
and in West Australia a similar satisfac-

= tory arrangement has been made. 
~'"'""""'"'""""""'"""'"""'"'"'"'"'"""""""'";'"""""""'"''·. 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 
RENMARK 

.4 Company Owned and Co-ntrolled by tbe Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-opeTafh,e Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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SLOGAN COMPETITION 

The results of the No. 2 A.D.F.A. Slogan 
Competition connected with 5RM are as fol
low:-

First: "Advance Australia-Vote 'Yes.'" -
A. J. Pankhurst, Renmark West. 

Second: "Help to Help Othets-'-Vote 
'Yes.' "-Mrs. Bruce Edwards, Nimkar, S.A. 

Among the other ,entries w.ere:-
"Knock, knock, who's there? Ady. Ady 

who? A.D.F.A.-Vote 'Yes' for our succe·ss." 
-From "Poor Little Angeline," Glossop. "It's 
got to be 'Yes' for Australia's progress"; 
"Australia calling S.O.S.-answer, not desert
ing-:-voting 'Yes'"; "Section 92 is a mess, 
straighten it out by voting 'Yes' "; «Be wise-
vote 'Yes.' "-From A. J. Pankhurst, Ren
mark West. "Be a man, Daddy', vote 'Yes.', 
-From Jean Robinson (13 years), Merbein. 
"Vote 'Yes'-it will stand the test"; "Stop 
Press-vote 'Yes.'" - From Mrs. V. Miller, 
Loxton, S.A. "Don't be misled, vote 'Yes' in
stead"; "A 'Yes' vote for the referendum 
proves th2t you are generoUs and just." -From 
S. Fogden, Nangari, S.A. "Vote 'Yes' and pro
gress."-From June Kelly, Lov.eday. •• •Yes7 

is the vote to keep us combined; •No' is the 
one to put us behind."-From Miss E. Evans, 
Beni. 

Victorian Board Meeting 

LEVY TO BE INCREASED 

At a meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board on January 26, 1937, the Board decided 
to congratulate the Mildura Branch of the 
Australian Labor Party on the fine ca;e which 
it had prepared for the dxied fruits industry in 
the Re£erendum campaign. The Board also 
congratulated the chairman (Mr. Parker J. 
Moloney) on his efforts in this connection in 
New South Wales, Victoria and South Austr_a
!ia. 

It was resolved to seek the opinion of Coun
sel as to whether unprocessed fruit could be 
transferred interstate. An application from an 
Edenhope grower for permission to sell 5 cwts. 
of buck currants was refUsed as being against 
the general policy of the- industry. After a 
complete analysis of the crop estimate·s, and 
the estimated expenditure, the Board decided 
to impose a levy of 5/6 per ton for the 1937 
season. 

The Board approved of the design of the 
Seal submitted by the secretary and authorised 
the sealing of the agreement with dealers and 
packers. Renewal of registration was granted 
to all packers and dealers who had re-applied, 
and whose premises complied with the regu
lations. A statement was circulated to the 
Board, showing that the total fruit packed in 
Victoria up to December 31, 1936, was 43,000 
tons. Of this quantity 3 500 tons was New 
South Wales fruit. 

NEW BOARD CHAIRMAN ACTIVE 
ON REFERENDUM 

One of the most active workers for the re
ferendum in this State is Mr. Parker J. Molo
ney, Chairman of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board. M:r. Moloney has done yeoman service 
in securing the support of the Victorian 
branch of the Australian Labor Party and is 
now devoting practically the whole of his 
time, day and night, to the work of the Vic
torian rderendum executive. Mr. Moloney is 
shortly going to South Australia to address 
Labor meetings and it is certain that the ef
fect of his visit will be very helpful in secur
ing Labor support in South Australia as he is 
so well-known and respected there as in other 
parts of the Commonwealth. 

Think of the Dangers of Yesterday: Vote uYES" Today! 
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Seasonal Notes For Murray Valley Vineyards 
The outstanding feature of the present season has been the relatively cool 

weather experienced. This was reflected in late development of the grapes, up 
to early January, the sultanas being relatively small, and the Zante Currants 
very piebald. It is probable that the late development .assisted the Zante 
Currants, as the bunches in a number of cases were insufficiently ripe to suffer 
much during the heavy January rains. 

and helps to obscure the blemishes which 
would show in the standard light colored pro
duct. The· quicker drying rate secured is also 
an advantage for damaged fruit. 

MATURITY OF THE FRUIT 
The currants this year are fairly well for

ward, and on normally pruned vineyards the 
sound berries are showing a good black color. 
January rains here, as usual in re·cent years, 
brought splitting and mould. Wholly mouldy 
bunches are of no use1 and should be left in 
the vineyard. 

By A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc. Cotmnou:u/ealtb Research Station, Merbein 

During the latter half of January and early 
February, the development of the sound cur
rants has been fairly satisfactory, due partly, 
no doubt, to the reduction of berrie_s by the 
rain. Sultanas also have come on well, and 
though a little behind normal years, ripening 
in the majority of vineyards should be suffici
ently advanced for harv,esting in late Feb
ruary. In most districts~ the "run-through" 
irrigation has been taken a little· later, to pro
vide soil moisture during the delayed harvest. 
Satisfactory yields and quality may be antici
pated with a continuance of fi.ne weather. 

VINE DISEASES 
Black spot and downy mildew have on the 

whole been satisfac'torily held by spraying. 
There were many thre·ats of loss during the 
season, but fortunately each spell of bad 
weather was followed by satisfactory condi
tions. No cases of commercial damage from 
downy mildew have· come under notice; but 
black spot has left its mark in some vineyards, 
as reduced crops and a proportion of spotted 
berries. 

As forecasted in the November issue, oidium 
has proved very troublesome in some vine
yards. Records of sulphur sales, however, in
dicate the sulphuring was carried out more 
completely and on a larger· scale fhan usual; 
and this has resulted in satisfactory control in 
the majority of case·s. On the other hand, 
isolated instances of heavy loss have come 
under notice: and one case, on a few acres, 
the crop has been completely lost, the berries 
wilting and falling in late January. 

ENTOMOLOGICAL PESTS 
The light brown apple moth has as usual 

damaged grapes in some vineyards. This pest 
has a patchy distribution, and is so well hid
den that it is not generally noticed until har
vesting commences. It then shows effects in 
cobwebby and ruined patches in the 
bunches, often accompanied by mould. These 
manifestations should be noted where they 
occur, and arsenate spraying carried out next 
spring to prevent continuance of the pest. 
Nothing can be done for it at the present 
time. 

Last year the fig moth on which a note ap
peared in the November issue of the "News/' 
was found in the vineyards and on the racks. 
Conditions this year are presumably favorable 
to its development, and already larvae have 
been found on the bunches. This is a pest of 
which at present we have little experience, and 
would like to be advised of cases where grubs 
are noted on the racks and on recently boxed 
fruit. :This pe·st was present last year in iso
lated cases in sufficient numbers to cause com
mercial loss on the racks and in sweat boxes 
early in the season. Fortunately, it did not 
persist long in the packing houses; but never
theless it needs careful watching. 

THE SULTANA DIP 
We are again going through a period of 

uncertainty in the minds of many growers in 
reference to the preparation of the dips, and 
to a lesser extent, in regard to the dip that they 
should use. Experimental and commercial ex
periences have given similar and consistent re
sults for many years. 

Last year, dipping trials of the three main 
dips, followed by storage trials so that the 

boxed fruit could be watched throughout the 
year, were carried out in the Mildura, Berri 
and Woorinen districts. Uniform results were 
obtained in each centre; and the results were 
consistent with similar trials carried out some 
years ago. A repetition of the general :finding 
may be of interest at this stage:-

In color texture and general quality, the 
fruit from the cold dip was superior to that 
from the mixed and caustic dips. Fruit from 
the mixed dip exhibits similar characteristics 
to the cold dip; but was slightly inferior at 
the time of packing, and more noticeably so 
at the later periods of examination after stor
age. Fruit from the mixed dip showed an 
outstanding superiority to fruit from the 
caustic dip, in both color and texture, at all 
times throughout the year of storage. On the 
other hand, the ingredients of the mixed dip, 
compared with the cold dip are less costly. 
As the fruit dries quicker, it is preferable, for 
some districts, and for some growers, on this 
account. 

The caustic dip, rightly, has little place m 
the industry at present. 

A DIP FOR DAMAGED SULTANAS 
The question of a dip for damaged sultana 

berries has recently been under discussion. 
Though the majority of sultana vineyards 

have clean, healthy bunches, ihere are this 
year two distinct cases of damage. We have 
cases where black spot has affected many of 
the berries; and other are·as where the hail 
storms occurred, and left their mark as 
blotched and distorted fruit. 

For such fruit, the cold dip is not recom
mended, as the light color secured by the cold 
dip brings out the faults of the fruit. The use 
of the cold dip is to secure the best colored 
and the best quality fruit. There is no point 
in using cold dip for bunches damaged by 
black spot or hail, as this dip is essentially for 
g<?od quality fresh fruit. 

HIGH TEMPERATURE MIXED DIP 
Best results in cases of damaged berries have 

bee·n obtained from the mixed dip, used at a 
temperature of approximately 190 degrees F. 
It is also preferable to use sufficient caustic 
soda to crack the berries as uniformly as pos
sible without over splitting. 

Such a dip gives a uniform though slightly 
browner product than the standard mixed dip; 

Sultanas are now showing a Beaume of 10 
to 11, and, if the weather holds, should be 
ripe in the later part of February. 

PREPARED EMULSIONS OF OLIVE OIL 
This question was reviewed in the Janu~ry 

number of the "News" by M):. W. R. Jewell, 
secretary of the Interstate Dried Fruits Pro
cessing Committee. One of the final recom
mendations is repeated: 

«The quantity of oil in the emulsion must 
be known to the user, in order that correct 
quantities can be incorporated in the dips." 
We view olive oil as a commodity growers 
are purchasing for their dips. An emulsion is 
mainly olive. oil and water. So when buying 
it, the percentage of olive oil should be known 
to the purchaser; otherwise he has no know
ledge of the actual cost of the oil, and no con
trol over the quantity he puts into his dip. 

QUANTITY OF POTASSIUM CARBON
ATE IN THE COLD DIP 

It has long been established that a reduction 
in the quantity of potassium carbonate in the 
cold dip decreases the drying rate. Our re
commended quantity (lib. to 2 gals.) is based 
on the fact that the chief trouble· with the 
cold dip is its slow drying rate, and we there
fore have hesitated to recommend anything 
that will retard drying still further. Reduced 
potash certainly reduces the potash burns on 
the ends of the berries, and is of course 
cheaper, but it is certain to increase hold-up 
troubles which are often fatal in bad drying 
seasons. Many, growers have raised the ques
tion whether the introduction of prepared 
emulsions warrants a reduction in potash. The 
answer is that you can reduce cost by reduc
ing potash whether commercially prepared or 
home·-made emulsions of olive oil are used; 
but it must be recognised that this reduction 
of potash reduces the drying rate unless the 
quantity of oil as a stable emulsion is in
creased. The introduction of these emulsions 
cannot therefore fairly be used as an argument 
for a reduced potash content or for reduced 
costs. 

The comparative cost of straight olive oil as 
compared with proprietary emulsions cannot 

(Continued on Page 7, Column 3.) 

OIDIUM 
Is easily and economically controlled with 

Cooper's Colloidal Sulphur 
Mix it with your BORDINETTE, and thus save 

time and money. 

OBTAINABLE AT ALL PACKING SHEDS 
In 7-lb. Jars and 28-lb. Kegs 

DON'T GUESS VOTE UYES" 
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REFERENDUM ON MARKETING 
THERE IS A HUMAN SIDE By D. c. WINTERBOTTOM 

The questions to be decided by the referenda 
oll March 6 are too important to bel settled 
on political party lines. 

There is a human side· which no man or 
woman can afford to ignore, one which effects 
living conditions of many thousands of Aus
tralian people. The future of many thousand 
Australian children is bound up with the 
people's de·cision on the marketing question. 
The supporters of a "No" vote are asking you 
to defeat these proposals, and are apparently 
giving no thought to the disastrous effe·ct such 
a decision will have on the 600,000 men, 
women and children settled in the dairying 
and dried fruits districts. 

Electors! Stop and think just where· such a 
policy is leading your State and yourselves, 
because any vote which causes disaster to the 
industry must inevitably react on yourselves. 

A South Australian has proved that no Gov
ernment in Australia can govern the welfare 
of 600,000 men, women and children in this. 
country, because the Privy Council has said 
that where interstate trade is concerned no 
Government either State or Commonwealth 
has any power to govern. This means that 
for all time it does not matter what national 
emergency occurs whe·re exporting industries 
producing in more than one State is concerned, 
any one man by objecting can defy the unani
mous decision of the whole of the people of 
Australia as expressed by a unanimous vote of 
the six States and the Commonwealth Parlia
ment. 

Any man today can defy all Parliaments, 
he sits above them all. In a democratic coun
try, is that right or is it advisable? Would 
any of you stand for the establishment of a 
dictatorship in your State? Yet if you vote 
"No" you definitely support a position where 
any one man can become a dictator with re
gard to interstate trade and commerce, and a 
dictator without any responsibility, who takes 
the power of Government of this important 
matter out of the hands of the Parliament and 
people. 

PRIMARY EXPORT INDUSTRIES 
AFFECTED 

At the moment two valuable primary ex
port industries are vitally affected by the vote 
of the people, they are the dairying and dried 
fruits industries. From the viewpoint of the 
elector, it is not the industries, but your fel
low electors in these industrie·s who are af
fected. .There a~e 600,000 men, women and 
children in all States of Australia relying on 
these two industries for their living. In your 
own State there are many thousands of people 
in the dairying and dried fruit areas. The 
"No" advisers and a portion of your Press may 
deem the welfare~ of these people as nothing 
to worry about, but many of you may h~ve 
blood re-lations and friends in those industries. 
Are you going to desert them, reduce their 
standard of living, and leave them mendicants 
approaching the Commonwealth Gove·rnment 
for assistance, because you have, by a "No" 
vote, absolutely smashed their marketing or
ganisation, which has been built un with care 
and thought and has been fair to the general 
publlc. Will the electors who are sheltered 
by tariff and Arbitration Court leave these pro
ducers to the mercy of overseas markets? 

Your responsibility, however, goes much 
further than this, your vote affects the wel
fare of every man, woman and child in these 
industries in the whole of Australia, because 
there must be a majority vote in four States. 

This is not an ordinary political election 
where two or more individuals stand for elec
tion to parliament, your Vote then simply 
means that you select one or the other. The 

poll at this referendum me·ans that the people 
are the jury and ori their v.erdict depends the 
future welfare and han.,ine-ss of at least 
600,000 innocent men, women and children, 
who rely on these two industries for their 
livelihood. 

The sugar industry is under controlled mar
keting and so is the rice industry, and the 
men, women and children in these two indus
tries can continue undisturbed, because pro
duction is confined to one State, but the men, 
women and children in the dairying and dried 
fruit industries, because they are produc· 
ing in several States, cannot be given 
the same system unless you vote ••Yes." 
Doesn't such a position seem ridiculous, and 
yet it can only be altered by a "Yes" vote at 
the referendum. 

The Government may have ideas that by 
advocating a •'No" vote they will be able to 
obtain money gra.nts from the Commonwealth 
Government, but there are grave dangers in 
such thoughts, because if you vote "No" and 
the export side of the great dairying industry, 
which brings £10,000,000 into Australia each 
year, should break down, then it will cause a 
depression almost as severe as when wheat fell 
to I/8 per bushel, and if this happens the 
Commonwealth Government or nobody else 
could help the position, and the State oppos
ing the referendum then finds its own pri
mary producers with a reduced standard of 
living and a reduced purchasing power, and 
unable to buy from the city, and every elec
tor would feel the repercussions which would 
follow. 

CONSIDER YOUR FELLOW MEN, 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Electors, do not allow the machinations and 
jealousies of politics or States to sway your 
judgment, but think of the welfare of your 
fellow men, women and children in the pri
mary industries. By voting "'Yes" you allow 
them to continue on their present modest 
standard of living, and your own cost of liv
ing, is not in any way increased. By voting 
"No" you will drive· the 600,000 men, women 
and children to a lower standard of living. 
Will that be fair? Will you be happy when 
you find you have done this, and it will be too 
late to put it right? 

Electors, think this matter out very seri
ously, do not let Australia be tied to the dead 
hand of time, do not develop an inferiority 
complex whereby you are showing fear about 
the future. You have no personal quarrd 
with the primary producer, you do not want 
to reduce the standard of living of the chil
dren who are growing up in the country, and 
there are many t?ousands of them. 

Women in the cities, think of the women in 
the country battling with their problems in 
the outback. Yqu haven't got any grievance 
with them. Then why should political 
squabbles- lead you to record a vote which can 
quite easily cause the. women in the outback 
misery and despair. Would any wheat farme·r 
or wool producer condemn the dairymen and 
dried fruits producer to the same conditions as 
rhey went through when wheat fell to 1/8 per 
bushel and wool to Sd per lb., but that is ex
actly what a .. No" vote will do. 

The electors are the jury, and a jury should 
not condemn innocent people, therefore, let 
your vote be .. Yes." 

The best of our leaders in Australia who 
have travelled and seen the trend of events in 
the progressive countries of the world, are 
fighting for a .. Yes" vote. Men of courage, 
of initiative, of constructive idealism, plan
ning for the future of this great country, urge 
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SEASONAL NOTES 
(Continued from Page 6) 

be based on the initial contents of the dip. 
During use, the necessary additions increase 
the cost of home-made emulsions; whereas the 
proprietary emulsions are more costly in the 
initial preparation. 

Investigations indicate that reduction of 
potash may be beneficial only jf accompanied 
by greatly increased quantities of oil. Such 
increases of oil are possible only with finely 
prepared emulsions, as there is a limit to the 
increase that can be made with home-made 
emulsions. This phase of the question is at 
present under investigation, and is not suffi-
ciently advanced for commercial application. 

NOTE.-The pamphlets, describing the cold 
and mixed dips are now out of print; and the 
preparation of tbe dips is briefly described 
below. 

THE COLD DIP-SUMMARY OF THE 
PROCESS 

I. Prepare the solution by adding llb. of 
potassium carbonate (potash) for each two 
gallons of water. Preparation may be made 
direct to the dip tank, but a separate stock pot 
is preferable. 

2. Prepare the dip so as to ge't satisfactory 
dipping results in the period of immersion 
adopted. Three minutes is the usual time. 

3. Add olive oi.l emulsion to the dip tank. 
With home-made emulsions, approximately 1! 
pints of oil (emulsified by hand) is usually 
sufficient to remove the bloom and cover the 
grapes. If too much bloom is showing, a little 
more emulsion is added. 

The recommendations for proprietary emul
sions at present are that the emulsion added to 
50 gallons of dip should contain not less than 
2J pints of actual oil. 

NOTE.-Proprictary emulsions are made at 
different strengths. Sufficient emulsion shotdd 
be added to contain about t.vo and a half pints 
of actual oil. This is more actual oil than is 
used in home-made emulsions, but on the other 
hand, additions during use are not necessary. 

THE MIXED DIP-SUMMARY OF THE 
PROCESS 

The method of preparation, and the pro
cedure in using the mixed dip are as follow:-

1. For 50 gallons of water, use two and a 
half pounds of potassium carbonate, in which 
one and a half pints of olive oil are emulsified. 

2. Add one and a half pounds of caustic 
soda (per 50 gallons). 

3. Heat to a temperature of ISO deg. F. 
and test by dipping sultanas. Add additional 
caustic soda (!lb. at a time) until slight 
cracks appear on the berries. The dip is then 
ready for use at 177 deg. F. to 183 deg. F. 
The dip should not be heated to higher tem
peratures when not in use. 

4. Make all necessary additions to the 
volume of the dip by adding a solution pre
pared as in ( 1) above. (A stock solution 
prepared in a separate tank is found useful). 
Additions in volume usually necessitate addi
tions of caustic soda as in ( 3) above. 

5. The appearance of the fruit should at 
all times be taken as the guide to the concen
tration of the caustic soda. If overcracking 
decrease concentration by adding solution as 
in ( 4) above. If undercracking, add caustic 
soda (flb. to 50 gals.) until cracks are in evi
dence. 

NOTE.-If prepared emulsions are used in
stead of olive oil a.f least sufficient emulsion 
shoulcl be used to supply one and a half pints 
of actual olive oil .. Present indications are that 
up to double this quantity can be used with 
advantage. 

you to vote .. Yes" for progress and fair play. 
The men ·and women of the outback plead for 
your support in a ny es" vote. 

Think of the Dangers of Yesterday: Vote "YES" Today! 
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MILDURA, FEBRUARY 22, 1937 

The Jubilee Of The Industry 

W
ITH the organisation of Jubilee cele

brations to be held later in the present 
year at Mildura, the Australian Dried 

Fruits industry, very rightly, may be said to 
be approaching its Jubilee. It is £tting that 
at such a time we should briefly review the 

genesis and progress of the industry and, greatly 
daring, venture to pe·er into the future. 

The story of the founP.ing of Jvfildura and 
Renmark-the indomitable courage of thos~ 
giants of other days who .established the Dried 

Fruits industry on a firm foundation-the 
crises that the industry has had to face and 
surmount-all go to the making up of a narra
tive of enthralling interest replete with many 

valuable lessons to other primary producers of 
O\lr Commonwealth and worthy of the care
ful consideration of those to whom the past 
history and future prosperity of Australia is 

of major importance. 
And what a romantic history it is! From 

the days of 1887, when George and W. B. 
Chaffey, influenced by Alfred Deakin, initiated 
the irrigation settlements of Mildura and Ren
mark-the comparatively brief popularity of 

irrigation projects characteristic of the early 
90's of last century-the fading of that dream 
of eJrly prosperity followed by the long and 
grim struggle to eke out a livelihood in an in
dustry the value of which the community failed 
to visualise, and which returned a meagre pit
tance to the horticulturist-the bad boom 

days of the post-war period and the bursting 
of that boom-the protracted fight for orderly 
marketing-the apparent security conferred 

by Federal and State marketing legislation
the adverse Privy Council-decision, and the pre·

sent referendum on marketing proposals
what an absorbing story the recital of these 

phases of our industry will 1n;ake for the future 
historian of primary production in Australia. 

THE PIONEERS. 

As we approach the Jubilee of the industry 
in which our interests are bvund up, we 

.would be of all men most ungrateful if we 

failed to pause to pay our tribute to the men 
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of earlier days. To W. B. and George Chaf
fey, through whose vision a11d enterprise vir
tually desert places have been made to blossom 
into smiling vineyards and citrus groves; to 
men like T. C. Rawlings, J. T. Gibson, J. J. 
T. Lever, and many others who labored long 
and wisely to inaugurate and bring to pe'rfec

tion the A.D.F.A., for so many years the 
guardian of orderly marketing in the Dried 
Fruits industry. We of the present genera
tion have entered into their labors and the 
very recalling of these names should suffice to 
strengthen and enthuse \hose who knew them, 
or know of their works, in the continu;mce of 
the fight for that orderly marketing in the 
cause of which they gave of their best. 

The total Australian production of dried 
vine fruits in a normal season may be taken 
as approximately 75,000 tons. What this 
means to the Commonwealth and States may 
be somewhat easily reckoned out in terms of 
financial units, some of these units helping in 
a material wa)r in the payme·nt of inter-est on 
Australia's national debt held overseas, but it 
is more difficult to evaluate the benefits that 
have ac<;rued to Commonwealth and State from 
the conversion of lands, worth a few pence 
per acre as grazing propositions· or a few shil
lings per acre as farming areas, to vineyards 
producing from two to three tons per acre of 
dried vine fruits, affording the settler a re·ason
able but by no means luxurious standard of 
living and providing for the employment of 
thousands of both direct and indirect employ
ee.~ enjoying an Australian standard of wages 
guaranteed by arbitration court awards and 
wages board determinations. This in areas 
where, in pre-dried fruits days the population 
of boundry riders and the like· could be counted 
on the fingers of both hands and the distribu
tion in the form of direct or indirect wages 

was microscopically small. 

ORDERLY MARKETING 

FROM the very early days_ of the industry 

one of the outstanding problems has 

be·en the securing and maintenance of a scheme 
of orderly marketing. Before the A.D.F.A. 
came into existence there was the playing off 
of grower against grower until the price of 
the product was forced down to an uneconomic 
figure. When the A.D.F.A. came into being 
the organisation was faced with the opposition 
of organised interests and the difficulty of 
keeping all interested sections in line was in

tensified during the war years of high pdces 
and in the post war boom. When price·s on 
the United Kingdom market were high there 
was noted a tendency on the part of those not 

under control to entirely disregard the Com
monwealth's requirements. The A.D.F.A., 
true ·to its traditional policy of guaranteeing 

the Australian consumer adequate supplies at a 

reaSonable price~ retained in the Commonwealth 
sufficient dried fruits to cover Australian con
sumption despite the fact that the dried fruit 
in one particular year would have brought 

£250,000 more in Great Britain than it did 
in Australia. Naturally, such action-safe~ 

"'"'''""'"""""'''''"""'"""'""'"""''"''''''''''"'''''"'''''''""''''' 
Any referendum ma.tter in 'this issue 

requiring a signature is signed by John 

H. Gordon, Red Cliffs. 

'''''"'''''"""'"'''''"""'"""""'"""'''"'''"''"'""'''''''''"''"'''""'' 

guarding the Australian consumer at the ex
pense of the Australian grower-had its critics 
and earned the animosity of those whose cupid
ity was greater than the sense of honor pos-:
sessed by the A.D .F .A. leaders of those 9-ays. 

And so the fight for ordetly marketing went 
on. With the changing position it became 
necessary to seek other methods for enforcing 
orderly marketing. Legislative support was 

sought and obtained in the four dried ·vine 
fruit producing States, such State legislation 
being, later, implemented by Commonwealth 
legislation. It is interesting to look back over 
the past eight ye·ars during which that legisla
tion has given satisfaction to the days when the 
Dried Fruits Acts were being considered 
and incorporated in the law of the land. 
The outstanding fact that practically all 
political parties and an overwhelming major
ity of the politicians in both Federal and 
State spheres approved of the methods of order
ly marketing as visualised by the various Dried 
Fruits Acts, is a tribute to the fairness of the 
requests made for legislation implementing or
derly marketing. It would appear to be a 
pity that the Statute of Westminster-handed 
to Australia and the sister Dominions by the 
British Parliament-was not implemented at 
the same time, and Australia made, in very 
deed and truth, mistress of her own house·. 

MARKETING REFERENDUM. 

As these lines are written-a fortnight be

fore the marketing refere:ndum is de
cided by the Australian people-the vital 
nature of- the question to be submitted is ap
parent to the dried fruits grower. There are 
settlers in the Mildura and Renmark districts 
today who hav,e seen one-half their equity in 
their holdings swept away by sudden deflations 
in land values, due largely to a fall i.n prices 
realised overseas, but- contributed to by a 
threat to orderly marketing. Whilst we af
firm that the Dried Fruits industry has sur
mounted too many difficulties in the past to be 

permanently wrecked by an adverse vote on 
the marketing issue, it must be admitted that 
an adverse decision would have a most un
settling effect on the stability Of the industry, 
and land values, in particular, would suffer. 
As we write, the prospects for a "Yes" major
ity in a majority of the States is encouraging, 
but should the result of the referendum be dis
appointing we would suggest that there is too 
much Governmental and private finance invest

ed, and the industry itself is so valuable to Aus
tralia that it will not be allowed to become the 

plaything of a few who would benefit by a dis
rupted market to the detriment of the thous
ands of growers whose very livelihood would 

be endangered. 

It is many years since a prominent Federal 
politician spoke of granting to the primary in
dustries of Australia "equivalent assistance" 

to that granted to the· secondary industries. 

Organised marketing is actually a form of pro
tection, a policy to which an overwhelming 
majority of the Australian people have been 
committed for very many years. The spirit 
of protection means far more than the erection 

of a tariff wall-it means the granting of rea

sonable security. The primary producer, in~ 
eluding the dried fruits grower, is entitled to 

DON'T GUESS VOTE ~~yES" 
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·security in his industry just as much as is rhe 
n1anufacturer and the wage earner engaged in 

secondary industries. 

It has been m·ged by opponents of orderly 
marketing that the primary producer should 

not have the right to secure -an assured priCe 
for his product, but it is to be doubted if these 
same opponents would argue rhar wage earn

.ers should not be protected by Arbitration 

.Court awards and Wages Board decisions. All 
agree that it is fair and right that the iuonetary 
reward of labor should be safeguarded; surely 

it is just as equitable that the primari producer 
should be given the protection of orderly 
marketing in order that the return he is rea

sonably entitled to expect may be stabilised. 

The dried fruits grower, inspired by the 

history of the industry, can look forward with 
quiet confidence to the· future. There have 

been difficulties in the past; there will be dif
ficulties in the future, and, as these lines are 
written, the industry 1s certainly facing an

other crisis in its eventful history. Whatever 
the result of the vote on March 6 ·may be, the 
struggle for orderly marketing must be push
ed to fruition. The evolution of the industry 
has been such-its leadership has been and is so 
sound-its claims for protection through or
derly marketing so soundly logical a.nd fair, 

that we need have no fear as _to the ultimate 
position of the industry that is contributing 

so much to the upbuilding of the producing 
States and of the Commonwealth of Australia. 

TO THE LEXIA GROWER 

Concluding London Sales to 
Seeders 

It is always difficult to forecast the market 
for any particular variety of fruit, and all that 
can be attempted is to give some of the features 
applying to the marketing of that fruit. The 
Lexia market for the past two seasons ha~' 
shown a good incr·ease in uturns. Quite a few 
growers have been inclined to increase their 
Gordo plantings :.1nd advertisements· have ap
peare·d seeking rooted Gordo vines. 

The recent final sale of a bulk lot of over 
500 tons of Lexias: to seeders in the United 
Kingdom must bring home to us the fact, that 
.after a ce·rtain limited demand for ordinary 
trade has been satisfied, the balance become'> 
subject to intense barter between the appraiser 
for the Export Board and the buyers for seed
ing. The value of our control vtas again ap
parent in the sale mentioned, the buyers offer
ing £28 and the Board holding for £30. After 
a long battle the Board obtained £30 per ton 
for the lot. A big drop from £46 that .had 
been paid for the ordinary trade at one perio~, 
but in view of the demand, the best possible 
price. 

It will be seen that, despite the keener de
mand earlier, due to the uncettaintly of the 
"Spanish position and other causes, there is still 
the difficulty of holding the higher pric-e for 
1:he whole of the fruit, and that, as conditions 
become more settled in Europe, the net sweat
box return is li-able to be adversely affected. 

To summarise the position it can be stated 
that marketing for the past two seasons has 
been subject to unusual conditions: the demand 
for fresh fruit for wine last year and the Euro
pean position during the season just finalised, 

· and growers should take particular note of the 
conditions and the returns prevailing in previou~ 
years of normal demand and supply. 

PERSONAL 
The many in the industry who are friends 

of 1-ir. H. R. Sloan, the manager of the Red 
Cliffs Co-op. Co. will be pleased to know that 
he has recovered from his recent illness. 
w·hi!st in Sydney, Mr. Sloan had to enter has
vital. He has now returned to Mildura and 
~vas able to attend the annual meeting of the 
company. 

'!vir. Parsons, of Overseas Farmers, London, 
who has recently visited the growing areas on 
the business of his firm, met with an accident 
in Adelaide, and was confined to hospital for 
several weeks. He is now recovered and re
cently left for England, where as dried fruits 
manager he will assuredly be, from the result 
of his trip, even better fitted to take up his 
new position. 

Referendum Campaign in 
N.s.w. 

Referendum campaign arrangements have 
been very exhaustively prepared in New South 
W ~les, reports the joint secretaries of that 
State's Campaign Committee (Messrs. George 
Twohill and G. A. Try). The following 
summary of 'the· position will be of interest 
to growers generally. 

Arrangements have be.en made for Dr. 
Earle Page, the leader of the Country Party, 
to address 15 mee1:ings iri New South Wales 
before leaving for Queensland for the final 
couple of weeks of the campaign. Senator 
Hardy toured the south and west of the State 
early ~n the month and spent some time in 
South AuStralia. He has arranged to return 
to Sydney on February 24 and will conduct 
a strenuous tour until the end of the· campaign. 

lvfany short broadcast addresses have been 
arranged, records having been made for dis
tribution to broadcasting stations by Dr. Page 
and Mr. Tho.i:'by. Other records are to be 
made by the Premier (Mr. Stevens), Mr. W. 
M. Hughes, Colonel Bruxner, and possibly 
Mr. Forgan Snlith or the Deputy Leader of the 
Federal" Opposition (Mr. Forde). Mr. Lyons 
and :Mr. Stevens have broadcast during the past 
week over national stations. 

Sir Archdale Parkhill addressed his first 
meeting of ~he series in Sydney on Thursd.;y. 
He will probably go north to Brisbane·. Sir 
Charles Marr, Sir Frederick Stewart and Sena
tor Dei~ will be _active in New South Wales 
during the remaining .tirne up to March 6. 

Messrs. C. L. A. Abbott, Roland Green, 
Victor Thompson and T. J. Collins are among 
the Country Party members who are working 
in their elec1:orates:· 

A few U.A.P. m'embe.rs of -the House of 
Representatives are taking no part in the fight, 
owing mainly to the fact that tl}ey represent 
city electorates where feelings on the referen
dum issue are somewhat mixed. 

Mr. Forde was back in Sydney during the 
second week in February and participated in 
the N.S.W. campaign. 

The New South Wales advertising campaign 
covers all important metropolitan dailie·s, 
countryma~'s journals and a wide range of 
provincial newspapers. 

Press publicity is being distributed from 
Sydney through a State organisation to all 
New South Wales country papers and through 
a Federal organisation to metropolitan news
papers and campaign organisations in all States. 

Export Levy Charges 
On Dried Fruits Go up 
An increase in the export levy charges 

on dried fruits has been made effective 
by the gazettal today of dried fruits ex· 
port charges regulations. 

The new rates will be: Currants, 6d. 
per cwt.; sultanas, 9d.; leX:ias, 6d.; com
pared with the old rates of 6d. for cur-
rants and sultanas and ·ad. for lexias. ~ 

,,,,.,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,, 

Vote 

"YES" 
BECAUSE:-The industry must have ef

fectiv'e le'gislative control to assure 
stability; this was proved when cha
otic conditions existed prior to legis~ 
lative control being enacted. 

BECAUSE:-Effective legislation con· 
trol cannot be established unless the 
Commonwealth Government has power 
to co-ordinate State legislation and 
thus control interstate trade. 

BECAUSE:-Effective legislation allows 
the grower to make a reasonable liv
ing. 

BECAUSE:-The industry has not ex
ploited the Australian public. This is 
borne out by the inquiries of the Tar
iff Board a.t various times. ASking the 
right to establish an Australian price 
for Australian sales when it is paying 
Arbitration Court award rates of 

_ w_ages is fair and reasonable. 

' 

BECAUSE:-The lack of enabling legis· 
Jation by which the Common:we_alth 
can co-ordinate the State Acts must 
inevitably lead to chaotic conditions. 

BECAUSE:-Under war conditions the 
Commonwealth Government has all 
powers. The present economic trade 
war can be almost as disastrous as 
war; therefore, the Commonwealth 
Government should have power to as
sure that exporting industries of 
National Importance can be stabilised. 

BECAUSE:-The industry pays Arbitra· 
tion Court award wages, but if the 
referendum is not carried, it is doubt
ful if award rates could be paid. 

BECAUSE: - Legislative Control, as 
adopted in the dried fruits ·industry, 
does not fix prices, arid growers and 
dealers are absolutely free to sell their 
fruit how, when, where and at what 
price they like. 

BECAUSE: - Control has not raised 
prices in Australia. In 1912 sultanas 
were sold to 1grocers at 7d per .lb.; in 
the last three years similar grade sui· 
tanas have been sold to grocers at 
6~d. 6!d, and nd per lb. 

Vote 

"YES" 
Think of the Dangers of Yesterday: Vote "YES" Today! 
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South Australian Dried Fruits Board South Australian Labor 
Leader Give Reasons 

The :first meeting of the year was held on 
January 13, when all the members and the 
secretary were present. 

The secretary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) reported 
at length on the position of the trade agree
ment between the A.D.F .A., registered de·alers 
and the State Boards and produced a copy of 
the proceedings of the meeting of the South 
Australian and New South Wales committees. 
He reported that a circular, signed by all mem
bers of the South Australian committee, had 
sent to all growers throughout the State. 

The secretary further reported on arrange
ment made with the Department of Commerce 
for the .appointment of a~ additional grading 
inspector in the metropolitan are·a and for an 
inspector to be available in the non-irrigated 
areas for the grading of first deliveries of new 
season's dried apricots. 

A leuer was received from the New South 
WaLes Board recommending that the levy im
posed by the State Board be on a uniform 
basis and it was agreed to refer the matter for 
a recommendation by the consultative commit
tee, which would be meeting at the end of 
January. 

In the matter of the reported shortage of 

Butter Prices In Other 
Countries 

In view of the statements being made to the 
effect that the home consumption price of but
ter in Australia is too high, the following figures 
are of interest-especially might they be used 
to counteract certain arguments that will be 
put forth at "No" meetings:-

Austria 1/11, Denmark 1/5, France 2/4, 
-Germany 2/10t, Holland 2/10, Italy 2/4, Nor

way 1/9, Sweden 1/6, Switzerland 3/7. 
Retail prices per lb., Australian currency, for 

butter in these countries for October ,193 5 are 
calculated from statistics as published in the 
uinternational Labor Review," March, 1936, 
pages 437/9. 

===== 
The Case for ''Yes" Stated 
In the following extracts from evidence 

given before the Tariff Board during the hear
ing on the matter of the possibility of estab
lishing the motor industry in Australia: an 
adequate answer is given, both to those who 
would deny us the right of our marketing leg
islation and who, with Mr. Butler, think that 
a bounty scheme would solve our problem. In 
his evidence, the managing director of the Ford 
Motor Co. of Australia Pty. Ltd., M)r. H. C. 
French, said:-

"Every purchaser, therefore, paid approxi
mately £50 more a car (fitted with an Aus
tralian body) for the maintenance of the body 
industry here. 

"The body industry, having been established 
and allowed to rna ture over a period of years 
should be allowed to continue," said Mr. 
French. 

«But it appears almost certain that the 
body-building industry alone places a burden 
upon the consumer that results in high retail 
prices. 

••The investor would, properly, want some 
guarantee of continuity of subsidy/' said Mr. 
French, .. and we consider it extremely doubt
ful if any Government can bind succeeding 
governments in such a way as would give a 
satisfactory assurance . 

.. Here again the investor would properly re
quire some guarantee of continuity of pro
tection, and we believe that any such tariff 
would be subject to amendment, alteration or 
cancellation on the part of any succeeding 
Parliament." 

available stocks of 1936 season's sultanas and 
lexias, the secretary was direct.ed to ascertain 
the position and to report to the next meeting 
of the Board. 

The annual report of the Chief lnv,estiga
tion Officer (Mr. R. G. Birt) for the year 
ended December 31, 1936, was submitted. 
Copie·s were distribut.ed among members for 
consideration at the next meeting of the Board. 

A new registration was granted for a pack
ing house at Blackwood, limited to the pro
cessing of dried tree fruits, and several appli
cations for renewal of packing registrations 
for the year ending December 31, 1937, were 
granted. Three new dealers' applications were 
considered and granted, as well as applications 
for renewals for 1937. Financial and routine 
business was also transacted. 

The secretary of the South Australian brandl 
of the Australian Labor Party (Mr. F. F~. 
Ward) has issued the following statement of:· 
why he intends to vote "Yes":-

"We have had orderly marketing for dried 
fruits and dairy produce for 12 years. There. 
has not been a single complaint against it from 
any political party. 

"Orderly marketing has brought about the. 
most efficient management to ensure quality 
and cheap production. It is the most advanced· 
co-operative venture of primary producers in 
the world. -

"The only persons to whose bene:fit it will 
be for orderly marketing to be destroyed are. 
merchants whose business it is to pay starvation 
prices to producers and get the highest possible 
price from the consumers." 

OPEN A 
CHEQUE ACCOUNT 
Money lodged in your cheque attount with the Bank of Ne~ 
South Wales is protected against loss or theft. It is safer and 
more business-like to pay by cheque and there is a certain 
prestige in drawing yoW' cheque npon the largest Bank in 
Australasia. 

It is unnecessary to keep a large credit balance. When you 
have a surplus of £5 or more you can turn it into an interesl 
bearing deposit, having the interest c-redited regularly to your 
cheque account. 

The various services that the Bank makes available to its cus· 
tomers will be courteously explained at any of the Bank's 782 
branches. 

{}J~ f !.#!!~oud Cjf/a&_ 
1~3A.J936 

Irymple Packing Pty. Limited 
OPERATING AT 

MILDURA MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

LAND AND INSURANCE AGENTS 
SUPPLIERS OF VINEYARD REQUIREMENTS 

E. J. ROBERTS 
Governing Director 

P. MALLOCH 
Manager 

DON'T GUESS VOTE ~~yES"· 
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COMMONWEALTH SALES Mr. C. W. Till's Campaign 
In Adelaide The Association sales of vine and tree fruits 

in the Commonwealth to the end of January, 
1937, compare with the figures at the same 

.date last year as follows:-

Mr. C. W. Till, who is a member of the 
South Australian Dried Fruits Board and of 
the local A.D.F.A. executive, has just com
pleted a series of "Yes" addresses to large audi
ences in Adelaide. He visited Henley Beach, 
Krawich, Richmond, and Norwood R.S.A. 
sub-branches. 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias 

Apricots 
Nectarines 
Peaches 
Pears 

VINE FRUITS 

1937 
2371 
6556 
2377 

TREE FRU1TS 

1937 
130 

86 

PRUNES 

1936 
2812 
6884 
3179 

1936 
286 

70 

Active work in the interests of the cam-· 
paign, particularly with business people in the 
city through local firms, is being done by the 
Barmera committee, which was formed re
cently, with :Mr. E. D. Sims as convenor. 

The sale in the Commonwealth to January 

The Barmera committee, embracing both 
business people a~ well as grow.ers, is as fol
lows: Messrs. J. B. Cockin (chairman), R. G. 
Hallam (secretary), W. C. Garrard, H. H. 
Coombe, L. R. Appleton and R. Gaskell, aug
mented by the local A.D.F.A. executive com
mittee, Messrs. C. W. Till, L. P. White, V/ 
Shepherd, H. L. Porter and W. McGillivray. 

J I, 1937, were 1559 tons, compared with! 
1296 tons at the same period last year. 

Growers' Defence Committee 

WAGES TABLE 
Showing, wages to be paid under Award No. 248, of 1933, for ywrk performed within 20 
miles of Mildura Post Office, and Renmark and any other irrigation settlement in South 
Australia situated at or near the Murray, from 8th February, 1937, until 7th May, 1937. 

TABLE HA" 

For Employees other than provided for in Table "B" 

1. Expert Pruners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2. Sweat Lumpers, Dipmen, Barrowmen, Carriers out 

from Dip ........................... . 
3. Gangers, Foremen, Persons in charge of Orchards or 

of men at work there . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4. Shaft Sinkers while sinking shafts over 12 feet deep 
5. Box Makers in Factories or Packing Sheds . . . . . . 
6. Employees doing any other class of work (permanent 

or seasonal) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
TABLE IJB" 

7. Females above the age of 18 years doing any class 
of work on fruit block or in Packing Shed . . . . 

Junior Rates 
8. Females-Juniors-doing any class of work 

(a) Under 16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(b) 16 and under 17 ..... . 
(c) 17 and under 18 ............ .. 

9. Males-Juniors-doing any class of work 
(d) Under 15 ................. . 
(e) 15 and under 16 ....... . 
(f) 16 and under 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(g) 17 and under 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(h) 18 and under 19 
(i) 19 and under 20 . . . . . . . . . . 
(j) 20 and under 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

DEDUCTIONS ALLOWED 

Per Week 
£ s d. 
3 19 0 

3 16 0 

3 16 0 
3 16 0 
3 15 0 

3 10 6 

2 7 0 

1 5 3 
1 8 6 
1 14 6 

19 0 
1 5 3 
1 8 6 
1 14 6 
2 5 9 
2 12 9 
2 16 6 

(a) For Rent of a suitable 4.-roomed House, 14/8 per week. 
(b) For Firewood Supplied . . . . . ........... at Cost. 

If Engaged 
by the Hour 

s. d. 
1 so 

1 n 
1 n 
170 
1 7~ 

1 6l! 

1 Oi 

0 6:1 
o n 
0 9< 

0 5\1 
0 6il 
o n 
0 91 
0 11> 
1 1> 
1 2:1 

NOTE.-If rent is deducted in respect of other than a 4-roomed house, an agreement 
in writing is necessary. (See summary for particulars). 

Employers may now engage Employees by the week or by the hour for any period. 
Copy of this Wages Table and also a Summary of the A ward can be obtained from 

Secretary, or Packing Sheds. 

4th February, 1937. 

Over 

C. M. Martin, 
Secretary Growers' Defence Committee. 

Income Tax By Instalments 

£2 and up to and including 
£2/10/· ,. 
£3/10/· .. 
£4 
£4/10/· ., 
£5/10/· " 
£6 " 
£6/10/· " 
£7/10/· " 

Deductions Per Week 
£2/10/· 6d. 
£3/10/· 9d. 
£4 1s. Od. 
£4/10/· 1s. 4d. 
£5/10/- 1s. 8d. 
£6 2s. Od. 
£6/10/· 3s. Od. 
£7/10/· 3s. 6d. 
£8 4s. Od. 

As some growers are not wholly conversant with the rates applicable to the differ· 
ent jobs, I would point out that men actually dipping are entitled to the higher rate 
set out. Men who drive horse and lorry with fruit from the dip to the racks and 
spread are entitled to the rate set out for Employees doing any other class of work. 
Also under this heading come pickers, lorry drivers and any work on the drying green 
apart from actual dipping. 

The rates for Gangers or Foremen are as shown on the Wages Slip. 
Holidays not worked are not paid for, and if work is done on a holiday the rate 

is time -and a half. 
Two days' notice for men engaged by the week still stands. 

The Referendum 

SOUTH AUSTRAUAN EFFORTS 

11 

South Australian organisation for a «Yes., 
vote for the referendum has been very active 
indeed. The central committee, unde·r the 
chairmanship of Hon. C. A. S. Hawker, M.P., 
has arranged a very vigorous campaign .indeed. 

The Hon. R. G. Menzies, P.C., visited Ade
laide on two occasions and put the case for 
"Yes" at quite a number of meetings. 

Senator Hardy, of New South Wales, is at 
present visiting the State; :Mr. Parker Moloney 
and Mr. Wm. Slater, 1LP., of Victoria, are 
both putting the case fo-r the Labor Party. 
Mr. A. W. Pearce, secretary of the Mildura 
branch of the A.L.P., is in Adelaide and coun
try centre·s addressing me.etings. 

Mr. C. W. Till, member of the South Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Board, has addressed ·num
bers· of meetings in Adelaide and suburbs. In 
the river districts strong committees have been 
organised at Renmark, Berri, Waikerie and 
o-ther centres. 

Mr. H. D. Howie perso-nally is taking a very 
active part in both the central and country 
organising, and Mr. W. B. Murdoch has visited 
Western Australia on the necessity for a ~·Yes'' 
vote, and in conjunction with the Western 
Australian committee is doing excellent work. 

OVERSEAS SALES 
The followi·n g are the figures of overseas 

sales of Australian dried fruits to February 9: 

Shipped 
Sold 

SULTANAS 
19,!97 tons 
19,113 tons 

Unsold 84 tons 
Average Price, £42/17/5 

Shipped 
Sold 

CURRANTS 
4,373 tons 
4.367 tons 

Unsold 6 tons 
Av;erage Price, £30/5/3 

Shipped 
Sold 

LEXtAS 
2,309 tons 
2,296 tons 

Unsold 13 tons 
Average -Price, £40/10/3. 

New Season's Apricot Prices 
At the laSt meeting of the Board of Man

agement of the Association the following prices 
for apricots were fixed:-

4-Crown 
3-Crown 
2-Crown 
1-Crown 
Slabs 
Plain . 

APRICOTS (28lb. Boxes). 
Fancy Choice Standard 
1 Box 1 Box 1 Box 1 Box 
Per lb. Per lb. Per lb. Per lb. 
1/3 1/2 1/l!t 
1/2 1/1 1/0~ 
1/1 1;o• 11o• 

nod. Hd. 
1/

lljd. 

Interesting Booklet On 
Fertilisers 

We have received an advance couv of a 
thirty-six oag;e booklet written' jointly by Mr. 
0. H. Gepp, B.Agr.Sc., and Mr. R. A. Boyle, 
M.Sc., entitled "More Profit from Fertilisers/~ 
dealing with the use of fertilisers on farm, 
orchard and vineyard. The bookLet is full 
of interesting information, and should be on 
the bookshelf of every man on the land. 
Copies are available free on request from all 
Fertiliser Companies in each State, or through 
local fertiliser distributors, or direct from the 
Advisory Officer, Nitrog.en Fertilisers, Pty. 
Ltd., at either 360 Collins Street, Melbourne; 
Elder House, Currie Street, Adelaide; or 2 5 
O'Connell Street (G.P.O. Box 209IL) Sydney. 

Think of the Dangers of Yesterday : Vote "YES" Today! 
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REFERENDUM ISSUE Mr; Butler Disappoints at 
Ballarat Meeting 

Meeting Held In Melbourne Several settlers from Red Cliffs were in Bal
larat during the South Australian Premier's 
visit to that city, where he addressed a meeting 
for the "No" committee. Discussing the meet~ 
ing, these growers are at a loss to understJJnd: ALL PARTIES FOR "YES" 

The campaign for the "Yes" vote in Victoria was opened in the Melbourne Town 
Hall on February 11 , when members of the United Australia Party, the Country 
Party, and the Australian Labor Party were associated in defence of marketing 
legislation sought to be preserved by the referendum. All the speakers received 
a sympathetic hearing from an audience of over 2000 people. 

Mr. Butler for his statements regarding the 
dried fruits industry were so mis-leading that 
the thought came to those who knew the facts,, 
as to just why the speaker persisted in advo
cating an excise and bounty scheme when he; 
knew perfectly well that the whole industry 
was :fighting for the retention of the present. 
system. He knew that the excise scheme pre
pared by the industry was one of necessity and: 
at a time when a collapse· resulting from a deci
sion in England was facing the growers and! 
there was no decision as to a, referendum being, 
taken. The first duty of the .l~aders of the< 
growers was to prepare something to take t.he 
place of the Acts that were in danger and this. 
work was commenced the moment that lvlr. 
James made his appeal. It was never felt for a 
moment that it would give the stability tha~ 
the system, which has be·en evolved from experi
ence, has given. Something better in the way of 
tactics Was expected from a Premier of a State. 
Questions were asked of Mr. Butler relating 
to his sudden change from theJ leader of a· 
Governme·nt that had asked the Commonwealth 
to bring in the enabling Act in 1928~ to hiso 
present opposition. The answers did not con
vince an audience that was, from its attitude· 
to both speakers and questioners, intere·sted to~ 
hear the full story. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, of Mildura, speak
ing on behalf of the dried-fruits industry, said: 

The question is not altogether one of Com
monwealth or State rights, but involves the 
right of two sections -of primary producers in 
large' exporting industries to -live on Austra
lian standards or be forced by their fellow 
electors to world parity, no matter how low 
prices may be· forced by competition from 
countries of Asiatic, or Southern European or 
peasant standards. 

The referendum on marketing differs from 
any other referendum, because the vote only 
apparently affects a section of the people. 
Six million of our population- are not directly_ 
affected by the vote whichever way it goes, 
but a «No" vote immediately reduces the 
standard of living of 600,000 men, women 
and children living in the dairying and dried 
fruit industries. 

NOT A POLITICAL FIGIIT 
The referendum is not a political fight be

tween two men for a seat in Parliament. The 
vote is one which seals the destiny, standard 
of living and welfare of 600,000 who today 
carry the flag of Primary Production, without 
which no country can Progre·ss. What would 
many of you s~y if Mr. Menzies had announced 
this evening that on March 6 the Common
wealth Government intended to remove all 
protective duties and allow manufactured 
goods to be imported duty free, in fact estab
lish «absolute free trade." Probably a riot 
would occur and yet that is mild c;:ompared 
with the position of the exporter. On imports 
the competitive price would be cost at port of 
shipment, plus freight, while exporting indus
tries according to ]\.fr. Gates and others should 
sell in Australia at London prices, less the cost 
of getting it there. 

There is a grave responsibility on the elec
tors if they vote "No," because they will de
liberately vote 600,000 men, women and 
children to a lower standard of living. It is 
unfair. The're are four industries working 
under- control. Sugar and rice can continue 
their system, because production is confined to 
one State. Dried fruit and dairying market
ing is smashed, because production is carried 
on in four and six States respectively. It is 
ridiculous that sugar and rice marketing re
mains stable and dairying and dried fruit is 
smaShed. 

The story of the development of these in
dustries is a 'romance. They have carried 
closer se-ttlements and founded cities and 
towns, and their ~nnual production is 
£25,000,000. · The people in these industries 
have done· gr~at and honorable work for Aus
tralia and made work for the se-condary indus
tries, and industrial, commercial and profes
sional circles all reap the benefit of their labor. 

Having enjoyed statutory organised market
ing for 12 years, under State Government Acts 
implemented by the Commonw~lth. Gov.ern
inent, they now find they are the innocent vic
tims of a gap in the Constitution, which the 
Commonwealth Government is asking you to 
close. 

SAVED AUSTRALIA 
The dairying and dried fruit saved Australia 

d1.1ring the depression, when wheat and wool 
went down to ruinous prices, and if a ••No" 
vote is recorded, they can no longer organise 
their marketing and Australia can quite 
easily lose the export side of the·se industries, 
worth £13,000,000 per annum. Can electors 
vote "No" when they see the human side? City 
electors have no quarrel with their fellow men 
and Women bringing up their families in the 
dairying and dried fruit districts. Many of 
you have blood relations and personal .friends 
in these industries. The workers have no 
quarrel with their fellow workers in the 
country. With the electors- lies the power to 
let 600,000 men, women and children con
tinue their present modest standard of living. 
Vote "Yes" and let them continue to be your 
good customers. 

LARGE IN NUiV!BER 
The producers in these industries are large in 

number, numbering some 165,000, with 6000 
returned soldiers. Their incomes are small to 
moderate and the annual wealth they produce, 
circulates for the benefit of all. You cannot 
afford in your own interests to vote "No." If 
these industries suffer, the balance of trade 
between country and city will be again up
set, with the disastrous repercussions we- have 
before experienced. Never mind politi.c:al dif
ferences; never mind fears of the future. Aus
tralia had no fears in 1900-why should we 
develop them in 19 3 7. 

If electors vote "No," then not one industry 
built up under Australia's tariff policy of pro
tection will ever dare to become an exporting 
industry, unless production is confined to one 
State. Would electors tie Australia so com
pletely to the "dead· hand of time"? Among 
the ••N_o" advocates w.e find free traders, 

. tariff reform leagues, people who want to live 
in the past. That is impossible, then why con
sider the arguments. If you start looking 
backwards, you find the only esse·ntial in life 
is a hut on the river. A nation must go for
Wal·d. 

We call ourselves democratic peopie and yet 
any one man can stop Australia's development 
as the law stands. It is wicked. By altering 
the Constitution by voting «Yes," you place 
the will of the people suoreme over the indi
vidual. Any democrat must vote "Yes" and 
remove such a blot from the Constitution. 
The exponents for "No" urge there should be 
absolutely free ttade between the States. The 
Dried Fruits Acts today only allow the board 
to fix a quota which shall be sold in the Com
monwealth and every grower or dealer can 
sell that quota where, when, how, at what 
price and in what State he likes. Can anything 
be fairer or nearer to absolute freedom than 

New South Wales Dried 
Fruits Board 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS 

In connection with the· triennial election of 
members of the New South \Vales Dried Fruits.: 
Board, which was fixed by the Minister for· 
Agric_ulture to be held on February 15, 1937,.. 
the sitting members (Messrs. E. J. Hudson, of 
Yenda; L. B. O'Donnell, of Curlwaa; and P. 
Cox, of Griffith) were elected unopposed. The 
Han. Thomas Steele, M.L.C., sitting member, 
of Sydney and Young; and Mlr. I. C. May-
dwell, of Maimuru, were nominated to repre
sent growers in the Young and Koorawatha
districts. A ballot was held which resulted in 
the election of Mr. Steele. The following are 
p:1rticulars of the voting: Thomas Steele, 101 
votes; I: C. Maydwell, 18; informal, 2. 

this. It has worked 
bother. I knotv that 
marketed 127,000 tons 
this control. 

simply and. without 
because my firm h:1s 
of dried fruit under 

Some wool growers and some wheat .fa1·mers 
are talking of voting "No." To them we 
may ask would they wish to the dairying and 
dried fruit producers what they went through 
when prices were low? 

Finally, electors, remember you are the jury 
and on your verdict depends the w.elfare of 
these men, women and children. They are 
building our country in the outback. They 
are innocent of any wrong, the·refore, the 
human story must make you vote ·~Yes.H 
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Propaganda Supplies: A Note To Branches 
It will be appreciated that there will be thousands of harvest hands in the dried fruits 

areas on Maich 6. In several centres arrangements have already be·en made to put the 
views of the industry to these visitors and it is urged that all branches make. similar pre
parations. PamphLets dealing with the case for the grower and that of the worker in 
our problem are available from the main centres or direct from Mr. W. Ford, secre
tary of the l\1ildura Re£erendum Committeeo 

s 
~ 
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; 
~: 
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DON'T GUESS VOTE HYES'~ 
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A Taxpayer Looks At The Referendum Issue 
"Yes" Vote Means "As You Were" 

"NO" WILL MEAN DANGER 
The following article, by Mr. Hugh Adam, was published in the Melbourne 

Herald, and coming from one not associated, it makes interesting reading for 
the several new points advanced. 

The marketing proposal of the referendum 
is not seriously endangered by the arguments 
so far advanced against it. There are not 
noW many persons in Australia who would 
care to sit on the benches of Mr. Butler's anti
quated school of political thought. His case 
against the marketing amendment is opposition 
to all schemes of orderly marketing. Logically 
this involves opposition to the Australian 
policy of protection for our national indus
tries and to the right of Australian workers to 
organise in trade unions. 

The amendment of the Constitution is nec
essary to enable· the principle of protection to 
be extended to primary industries and to en
able workers in primary industries to secure 
Australian standards of living. 

Mr. Butler is urging the people to reject the 
only effective means of protecting our primary 
industries and of protecting the standard of 
living among workers on the land. 

.Mr. Maurice Blackburn presents the· other 
of the only two intelligible arguments so far 
raised against the marketing proposal. His 
opposition is not because the proposal interferes 
too much with the freedom of industry, but 
because it does not interfere enough. He in
vites us to reject the amendment because it 
does not take the control of primary industries 
out of the hands of produc,ers and put it into 
the hands of the politicians at Canberra. 

If the number of "No" votes depended on 
the persuasion of these two mutually contra
dictory arguments the result of the referendum 
would be a foregone condusion. But I find 
people who disagree entirely with the argu
ments of both Mr. Butler and Mr. Blackburn, 
who have not yet decided that they should 
vote "Yes." 

A letter written to "The Herald" by 
Colonel Harold Cohen, M.L.A., revealed, I am 
sure, the present state of mind of a number 
of electors. Colonel Cohen does not defend 
the arguments of Mr. Butler and Mr. Black-

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-oper11tive Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pmRSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying. of insect life in Dried Fruits 
ai·e advised that application No. 18731/34 
dated 3rd August, 1934, has been made 
for letters patent which includes the use 
of ·Ethyl Formate and on the grant -of 
letters patent the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages and 
prevent unauthorised use of their inven
tion. 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are ·strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an _efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

' 

burn. He seems to agree that these arguments 
are not sufficiently "inreUigible reasons" to 
persuade the electors. But he writes: 

«This hardly seems to me to be an ade
quate presentation of the views of those 
whose apprehensions in respect of the 
proposed amendment to the Constitution 
make them opposed to it." 

I am sure this is true. The grea~ majority 
of those who are hesitating to vote for the 
. 1mendment of the Constitution are troubled 
by apprehensions, and not by arguments. 

Wrong apprehensions are more difficult to 

dispose of than wrong arguments. Before an 
.2rgument can influence a vote it must survive 
some sort of intelligence test; but an appre
hension can be retained by the lazy mind even 
though it has nothing- better than prejudice 
and ignorance to support it. 

The cure for apprenhensions over the wis
dom of the constitutional amendment is a 
better knowledge of the facts. I find some 
people who are apprehensive because the 
r,mendment proposes to give new powers to 
the Federal Government. 

\Vithout a clear idea of what these new 
powers are, they fear all sorts of unbridled 
Government action. The new powers which 
the constitutional amendment will give to the 
Federal Government are only powers which 
the Commonwealth Gove1·nment has been ex
ercising without any rest1·iction for the last 
eight years. 

Until the decision of the Privy Council it 
was held that Section 92 of the Constitution 
did not apply to Commonwealth legislation. 
Under this assumption the Federal Governme·nt 
had been able to make State schemes for or
derly marketing effective. Our primary indus
tries were probably saved from ruin. No 
''border barbarisms" tore the Commonwealth 
asunder. 

If terrible things are to happe·n to the 
country when the amendment is passed, why 
did they not happen during all the years that 
rhe Government was exercising the powers 
that the amendment will now make valid? 

In most referendums there is a temptation 
to vote «No" in order to play safe and leave 
things as they are. In the case of this refer
erendum it is necessarv to vote "Yes" to 
leave things as they are.' 

Only a "Yes" vote can retain the market
ing arrangements -that have satisfactorily pre
vailed f~r the last- eight years. 

It is a- ':'No"' vote that will plunge the 
country into difficult and dangerous changes. 

It is all nonsense to say that the amendment 
of the Constitution will mean more Govern .. 
ment interference, the creation of more Gov
ernment departments, and more taxing of the 
people's food. There is no reason whatever 
why it should mean ariy change at all in the 
way that the country has been governed 
throughout all these years. 

The amendment is necessary only to enable 
the existing machinery of marketing to b: 
retained. There are some people who say, 
"That may be all quite true, but we think 
that the Government has already got too much 
power and this is a chance to take some of 
. " 1 ts power away. 

It is difficult to be patient with that form 
of stupidity. In a democracy such as ours the 
people govern. The power· given to the Gov
ernment is only the machinery by which the 
people govern themselves. Unless the Govern
ment were given powers there would not be 
any democratic Government at all. 

Those who are opposed to the Federal Gov
ernment having powers probably do not rea
lise that under Se·ction 51 of the Constitution, 
the Federal Government already has _enough 
powers to ruin the country in five minutes, if 
the people were lunatic enough to elect a 
lunatic Parliament. 

If we are to adopt this line of reasoning We 
will have to come to the conclusion that it is 
a shocking thing for the Federal Governme·nt, 
or any other Government, to be vested with 
any powers at all. Of course, if you answer 
with the cheap sneer that you are not prepared 
to trust any politician, I agree that we 'reach 
a deadlock . 

Some people are apprehensive simply because 
they do not understand ·what the amendment. 
means. They have failed to appreciate the 
significance of the important words, explaining 
that Section 92 shall not apply to the Com ... 
monwealth Parliament "in the exercise of any 
powers vested ·in the Parliament by ~his Con
stitution." 

The Commonwealth Parliament does not 
have and will not be given by this amendment 
power to set up marketing schemes. It does 
not have and will not be given power to £x.! 
prices, determine quotas or do any of those 
things without which marketing schemes are 
impossible. Such power rests and will still 
remain with the State Governments alone. 

The State Governments are the only auth
ority that can establish marketing schemes, 
but the present powers fall short of making 
these schemes effective. Before there can be 
control of the marketing of products in Aus
tralia, the State Governments must pass legis
lation establishing their schemes, and the way 
must be opened for them to go to the Federal 
Parliament for legislation to protect their 
schemes against blackleg undercutting. The 
Commonwealth Government will continue to 
have no powers whatever to control trade and 
commerce within the boundaries of a State. 

Some people, who ought to know better ex
press great apprehension because a word new 
to the Constitution-"marketing"-has been 
used. What, they ask, are the limits to the 
me·aning of marketing? They make great 
capital out of the Attorney-General's reply 
that the word can be applied to any commo
dity-even to bootlaces. 

W"hy all this terror as to the fate of boot
laces? Is there a proposal afoot that the manu
facturers of bootlaces in Australia are about to 
approach the State Governments demanding a 
board to cOntrol the price of bootlaces and a 
board to fix the quota of bootlaces for the 
home market and the quota for the foreign 
markets? 

Unless the manufacturers do go to the 
State Governments with such a request and 
unless the State Governments do indulge in 
such legislation, bootlaces, as thousands of 
anxious people will be relieved to know, will 
not be affected by the referendum proposals. 

There is no siniSter mystery about the use 
of the word marketing. The simple reason why 
it is used in the amendment is that the Com
monwealth Government was assured by its 
own legal officers and by such .impressive auth
orities is Mr. Fullagar, K.C., Professor Bailey 
and Mr. E.· E. Mitchell, K.C., that the word 
"marketing"· is the only available word t•wide 
enough to cover all the ingredients of the pre
sent marketing legislation." 

Think of the Dangers of Yesterday: Vote "YES" Today! 
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' 'In Search Of Australia''' 
A Survey By C.S.I.R. 

(Fmm an address by Sir David Rivett, Chief Executive Officer of the Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research) 

JN these southern Dominions, this question of finding work for men has its 
own special side, for, as you know, we are looked upon by other parts of 

the world as possessing lands of great potential resources, only partially ex
ploited, in need of population; hence the obvious regions of the earth to which 
the older countries should look as absorbers of their surplus human stock. There 
is something a little bit humorous about all this, particularly from the Australian 
standpoint. Of the 3,000,000 square miles of that continent, one-third has a 
rainfall averaging less than ten inches per annum, which may or may not fall 
when it can best serve the interests of the primary producer. In soil erosion, 
tragic results have already followed efforts to exploit such of this territory 
as it is not utterly impossible to use. Then another third of Australia receives 
between ten and twenty inches per annum, and here a settler is perforce a 
gambler. He gambles with the season's, in addition to the ordinary gamble 
with world prices; and the dice are often loaded against him. 

There remain one million square miles upon 
which more than twenty inches of rain may be 
expected, on the average each year. This iS 
the Australia which must be considered when 
population increase is under discussion--one
third of the continent that the imaginative 
overseas observer sees when he looks at the 
map. 

The question of "absorptive capacity" of our 
lands is perennially with us. It cannot be given 
a definite answer; there are a score· of answers 
depending upon the score of different assump
tions that may be taken as bases for the esti
mates. With people content just to maintain 
life on their own products from their own bit 
of soil, as one understands many Chinese to be, 
conserving the fertility of their areas by meth
ods regarded by Western people as intolerable, 
the numbers which could exist ill the better 
rainfall areas must be immense. The numbers 
would probably be smaller with Japanese set
tlers with their higher standard of living; still 
less with southern Europeans, and lower still 
with northern Europeans. The Britisher in 
particular has little of the humble, unambitious 
peasant in him, and the native born New Zea
lander or Australian has none at all. 

At times, when one looks at the agricultural 
output of our countries, one is inclined to won
der that there are even so many people on the 
·land as is actually the case .. I suspect that one 
reason for the number being as large as it is, 
is that so many of them are incompetent. 

the implications of this. Admittedly, Austra
lia and New Zealand can produce very much 
more food and clothing than they .are doing! 
but this admission bring& us at once to the 
very relevant question: "To what end?" 

Already the greatest market in the world 
for our primary products, and in certain lines 
the only one, Great Britain, appears to be em
barrassed by the quantity of foodstuffS which 
we send to her in payment of interest and for 
goods exported; and we in turn have of late 
years been considerably embarassed by the low 
values which she sets upon our products. We 
go so far as to compel our taxpayers to subsi
dise the consumer abroad-an interesting story, 
but not for discussion here. 

ORGANISED PRODUCTION 
One might amuse oneself by speculating as 

to what would happen if our dominions at
tempted to repay to Britain in primary produce 
the debts which we owe to her (£550,000,000 

·in the case of Australia, and £161,000,000 in 
that of New Zealand) within, say, 15 or 20 
years. With properly organised production the 
equivalent masses of meat, wool, butter, fruit, 
etc., could possibly be raised, despite natural 
handicaps; but they could hardly be accepted 
by Britain without tragical conseq1.1Jences to her 
oWn home agriculture, still by far her largest 
industry. If ••meat quotas., and such current 
terms for limitation of receipts mean any
thing, they mean that the acceptance even of 
interest may be embarrassing to a creditor 
country when the debtor country is limited 
in the range of materials in which it can offer 
payment. 

The question of markets for our primary· 
produce dominates the whole question of $et-
tlement in our two Dominions, amd it is all' 
the time lurking behind every effort-[ mean 
every successful effort--which our scietitists 
are making to improve production efficiency. 
One knows, of course, that there are under-fed· 
nations in the world-especially in Asia-huge· 
pote-ntial consumers. It is easy to phrase a 
rhetorical question connecting their needs and· 
our ability to produce. It is easy to in'dicdte 
what is desirable-hut he will deserve well of 
zts who can show the way towards attainment. 

If these southern lands are to carry their 
present populations at that standard of living 
which we are surely right in demanding for: 
them, and still more if we are to add greatly 
to our numbers by absorbing men and women, 
from overseas, does it not follow that inevitably
and inexorably we are driven towards the de-· 
velopment of secondary industries, even though. 
this may in some cases mean apparent offence· 
against accepted economic canans? 

INTENSIFIED EFFORT 
I doubt whether one need worry about. 

arguing the case for or against a great intensifi
cation of effort to establish secondary indus
tries amongst us-the intensification is coming, 
quite inevitably. And why not? There was. 
a time, of course, when there were such sharp 
differences between the apparent potentialities 
of geographically separated countries that it 
seemed only the merest commonsense to re·strict 
each to particular lines of production. Differ
ences still exist; it would be unwise for New 
Zealand to seek to be self-supporting in rubber 
and coffee. But is it not the case that, withf 
the progre·ss of applied science in both primary 
and s.econdary industry, these differences have 
been wiped out to a great extent, or, at any 
rate, made to be far less marked than before? 
Put in another way, and from another angle, 
international trading has become, or is becom
ing, less essential for human welfare than for
merly. Without loss w·e can cut out a lot of 
middleman activity. 

If this be so, and if the next few years are 
to see us embarked upon many a new excursion 
in secondary production, a definite and con
side'rable responsibility will be laid upon , our 
men of science; for today more than any
time in history, the scientist, and particularly 
the physicist and the chemist, play a dominat
ing part in the fabrication of goods of every 
kind, and in the improvement of means to that 
end. If we are to enter these ·fields, or to be! 
more accurate, to go much further in them than 
we have ever done befor.e, we must see that we 
start with every advantage and equip ourselves 
to afford the practical manufacturer the best 

By that I mean that numbers of settlers do 

not know af, or do not use, the weapons of 
agricultural practice which scientific work has 
made available to them in our countries. It is 
still too often assumed that anyone can make 
a success of farming; a most unwarranted as
sumption. If success is to be judged by quality 
and quantity of product per unit of human 
labor, it is the trained man from the agri
cultural high school and the university, with 
adequate capital to start him properly on his 
way, who is coming to dominate the situation. 
I am sure that New Zealand can supply in
stances; and so can Australia, in increasing 
numbers. 

BUY CANADIAN PRODUCTS 

And this brings us again to the point that 
each year it is becoming possible for more goods 
to be produced from the land by fewer men. 
A decreasing percentage of the total popula
tion can provide the food and clothing required 
by all, and it would be well for the people who 
are so anxious to send their surplus population 
from Europe to the Dominions to bear in mind 
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]possibLe opportunity to maintain a front posi
-tion. 

Just what lines may be followed it is not 
•--easy to say, but one need only mention internal 
combustion engines for motor cars and aero
_planes to open up quite a big field for more 
scientific leadership and endeavor. These ac
tivities demand more knowledge than can at 

_present be supplied, and more than individual 
.manufacturers can be expected to provide for 
themselves. 

I shall not pursue any detailed discus~ion of 
.all this, but just remind you that neither of 
-our countries yet posseses anything approaching 
that sine qua non of secondary industries, a 
Bureau of Standards or a National Physical 
Laboratory. True, our Defenc,e Departments 
do excdlent work in the maintenance of met
rological standards, but they cannot be ex
.Pected to cover the requirements of industry 
as a· whole; nor is it desirable that they should 
attempt to do so even in peace time. A civil 
standards laboratory, intimately associated with 
service laboratories and constituting an ulti
mate court of appeal for them and for all other 
laboratories, is an essential in any country 
which hope·s to develop secondary industries 
.along sound lines; particularly where the mo
bilisation of industry for national defence pur
poses is always a possibility to be borne in 
mind. 

SMALL POPULATIONS-SMALL 
MARKETS 

This is work fm· physicists, prima1·ily, and 
we should lose no time in giving them oppor
tunity to get to their work. The need for a' 
national physical laboratory has indeed been ap
parent for a long time; it is curious that the 
lack of it has not been more acutely felt al
ready, at any rate in its fundMneni'al -metro
logical section. A spread from this section, 
into particulat· lines of research is inevitable; 
but such spread need not yet be extensively 
planned. Provision to make it possible as de
velopment demands should be ample. 

That there is room for expansion in our 
chemical industries at a greater rate than it is 
proceeding at present cannot be denied. Ad
mittedly, small populations me·an small mar
kets, and this is a handicap. One should not, 
how:ever, judge these matters entirely from 
what might be termed the· crudely economic 
standpoint. The very existence of groups of 
highly trained physicists and chemists in in
dustry is itself an asset an any community. 
Their very presence means, if one may assume 
a certain breadth of outlook in their employers, 
that new avenues of scientific and industrial 
adventure will continually be explored with 
advantage to the whole community. 

Recently I have had the interesting task of 
acquainting myself, in broad outline, with cer
tain technical processes for the production of 
petrol and other hydrocarbon oils from, ·pri
marily, coal and water. They are exceedingly 
attractive lines of chemical work and already 
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well developed. It may be a matter for regret 
that the motorist is unlikely to be willing to 
provide the profit that the manufacturer of 
such petrol may require. He will, I suspect, 
continue to be attracted by the cheaper flow 
of oil product as long as he can g;et it and it 
remains cheaper. But in matters like this it is 
not solely the economic aspect that warrants 
attention and must he permitted to decide the 
Issue. There are other points of view·, and 
not the le·ast important in this special case is 
the advantage which can· be offered to any 
community through the possession of a group 
of skilled chemists whose daily work is effecting 
a steady increase in our knowledge of that 
mine of potential wealth, Coal. It should not 
be necessary in this assembly to emphasise the 
importance to any coUntry that should be at
tached to its possession of a strong corps o{ 
well trained scientific men, whether chemists, 
physicists, engineers, biologists, or any other 
brand. 

MORE MECHANICAL ASSISTANCE 
That we must turn our minds and hands 

in se·condary industries if New Zealand and 
Australia are to play the parts which they 
have marked out for themselves and which 
other nations expect them to play, may be· 
taken as settled. As a result w.e shall be able 
to find work, and increasingly interesting work, 
for a growing population; but has this really 
taken us away from the serious and funda
mental problem that is presented by, or is a 
s.equel to, the rapid advance in scientific know
ledge of our day and its speedy adoption into 
industrial practice? 

Of course it has not; it has merely indi-.~ 
cated the way to temporary respite. It is un
likely tbat we shall stop, and it would be stupid 
of us even to think of decreasing the stead-;1 
progress that is givfrng m-a-11 more and more 
mechanical assistance in his material pursuits. 

Less and less time will the average man 
need to devote to the provision of food an~C1l 
clothing and shelter and transport, or even to 
the provision of many luxuries going far be
yond these immediate and primitive needs. The 
more time will then be free to be bestowed 
elsewhe·re, and one of the most serious and fasci
nating problems of our day is the disposal of 
this time. That it must be spent in activity 
of some kind or another goes almost without 
saying; idleness, mental or physical or both, 
is desired by the human being only in patho
logical, not in healthy, conditions. That it 
must be spent in activity, the nature of which 
the individual is largely free to determine for 
himself, also seems to me to be1 nearly self
evident. ••The world community, organised 
for general plenty and a maximum of individ
ual freedom, is the only rational objective be
fore humanity if the species is to .escape frus
tration., is a sound observation for which H. 
G. Wells is responsible. He might have added 
that frustration would not be avoided unless 
the lines along which that fr,eedom was exer
cised were very soundly chosen. 

THE FIELD OF LEISURE 
The field to which this problem of leisure 

belongs is one in which we have done scanty 
work as yet. Oui educationalists have been 
laboring hard in it; our arti-sts have given 
practical demonstration of ways in which time 
not required for the grosser material pursuits 
may be used to the advantage of themselves 
and of all who come in contact with thenl. 
Scientists and philosophers in general do not 
find any ''problem of leisure" confronting 
them. We should do well to increase enorm
ously the ranks of thOse willing and able to 
devote themselves to science and philosophy, 
to music and painting and sculpture, to the 
pursuit of knowledge and beauty not, as it is 
sometimes put, for their own sakes, but because 
of the refining and strengthening effects which 
they produce on mankind. 

Put rather roughtly, we can affrwd today to 
carry a greatly increased contingent of well-
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chosen seekers after beauty, realisi1<g that per
haps tim- products may have value much be
yond t/:Jat of the more material output that 
comes from the rest of us in sufficient quantity 
both few them a1<d for us. 

These points one need not emphasise. What 
I would like to suggest is rather the need for a 
great extension of the field of view of those 
who, like us, rather like to consider themselves 
as people possessed of a scientific outlook and 
habit of mind. The list of our sectional activi
ties is rightly and properly a growing one. We 
go much further afield now that physics and 
mathematics and biology and their various sub
divisions. I am told that there was some sharp 
criticism when History was included in the 
group. Today I imagine there is none, since 
history may well be regarded as an observa
tional science not wholly distinct from geol
ogy. In each case there is description and in
terpretation of the results of experiments that 
were not necessarily planned by humans, evea 
though in the one case executed by them. 

BROADENING SCIENTIFIC ESTATE 

We have turned, largely, but perhaps not 
yet far enough, as a public scientific asssocia
tion, towards those studies which are concerned 
more particularly with Man, and e·specially 
with Man as a social being. The great aim of 
mankind is, I imagine, the designing of a world 
organism that will work to the satisfaction of 
its constituent elements. The way to it is by 
the closest possible study of those constituent 
elements. 

Planned experiment may be difficult or im
possible; but bumanly unplanned, or partinlly 
planned, experiment is continuous. To observe 
and interpret the results is a task to fire the 
enthusiasm of any ma11; with a lust for inquiry. 

The interplay of human beings, the social 
product and aH its reactions, as justly claim. 
('ur earnest <-rnntion as the· interplay of atvms 
..1nd molecul.es; and possibly in the end may 
prove to be no less orderly when viewed on a 
.sufficiently broad scale. They certainly seem 
ci1sorderly enough in certain places today. We 
r.f.ed the controls that can be based upon know
ledge alone. 

Our scientific .estate must be broadened. 
We must realise that we stand for an attitude 
of mind rather than for a specific and limited 
field in which we exercise our special methods 
of attack upon problems of that field. W d 
might even go as ·far as Wells in the hope that 
ultimately "every principle in the world ma
chine must be de·signed. The property and 
money system must play in with the system of 
production, with organisation for the exten
sion of scienc·e, with the transport organisation, 
with the biological controls. These must all be 
proportionate to one another, interlacing with 
one another and modifiable in relation to ~ach 
other. They must be correlate-d by ~conditioned 
conventions., And all such structural conven
tions have to be supported by moral training 
and legal restraints.', 

Well, all this wide expanse and much more 
may be a long time ahead, but I believe it be
longs to the scientific estate that it is our duty 
and our privilege to cultivate, and to assist 
others to cultivate. We need not hestitate to 
seek to occupy it, though realising to the full 
that we are ill-equipped and that it may not be 
possible for us to do more than contri~ute to 
the inevitable initial failures upon which, as 
upon experimental results, others will ultimate
ly build. 

THE "BIRD" 
One day a student who had spoken in de-' 

bate asked the President of the University for 
an opinion of his effort. The doctor looked at 
him, then slowly said: "Edward, if you pluck 
a few feathers from the wings of your imagi
nation and stick them in the tail of your judg
ment, you would make better speeches." 

Think of the Dangers of Yesterday: Vote "YES'" Today! 
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Federal Referendum Campaign Currants In W.A .. 
Committee Advice To Growers 

A conference of Commonwealth representa
tives to inaugurate a Referendum campaign, 
convened by Right Han. Earle Page, M.H.R., 
Minister for Commerce, was held in the con
ference room, Commonwealth Bank Building, 
Sydney, on Tuesday, January 19, 1937. The 
following, among others, were present:-Right 
Hon. Earle Page, M.H.R., Nlinister for Com
merce; Hon. Sir. Archdale Parkhill, K.C.M.G., 
M.H.R., Afinister for Defence; Hon. H. E. 
Manning, K.C., :t;I.L.C., Attorney-General for 
N.S.W.; Hon. L. 0. Martin, M.L.A., Minister 
for Justice for N.S.W.; Hon. H. V. C. Tharby, 
M.H.R., Assistant :Minister for Commerce; 
Senator C. Hardy; Sir Sydney Snow (N.S.W.), 
Vice-President United Australia Party; Hon. 
Sir Arthur Trethowan, M.L.C. (N.S.W.), 
Farmers and Settlers' Association; Major Hon. 
Thomas Steele, M.L.C. (N.S.W.), Prune 
Growers' Union; Hon. W. Cambridge, JvLL.C. 
(N.S.W.), Chairman Federated Potato Ad
visory Committee; Hon. M. P. Dunlop, M.L.C., 
General President Primary Producers' Union 
(N.S.W.); W. Broadhead, general manager 
Norco Co-op. Ltd. (N.S.W.); Major J. R,. 
King, general manager Producers' Co-op. Dis
tributing·Society Ltd. (N.S.W.); H. D. Howie, 
Chairman Board of Directors, Australian Dried 
Fruits Asssociation (S.A.); ]. L. Teasdale, 
General President Primary Producers' Associa
tion of W.A.; C. M. Grocett (N.S.W.), Direc
tor Pr,escott Ltd.; C. Sheedy (Queensland Dairy 
Products Board) ; A. McKenzie, Chairman Vic
torian Dairymen's Association; J. Purcell, 
Chairman Commonwealth Dairy Produce 
Equalisation Committee; C. H. Frase·r, member 
Australian Dairy Produce Export Board; Geo. 
J. Evatt, Chairman N.S.W. Dried Fruits and 
Dairy Products Board; W. ·c. Shurrock, Sec
retary N.S.W. Coastal Steamship Owners; G. 
W .Brown (Victoria), Australian Apple and 
Pear Council; H. J. Foley (N.S.W.), Director 
Foley Bros. Ltd.; J. Proud (Victoria), mem
ber Australian Dairy Produce· Export Board; 
H. S. Henley, President Farmers' and Settlers' 
Association (N.S.W.); George Twohil~ Gen
eral Secretary Commonwealth Dairy Produce 
Equalisation Committee; G. A Try, Secre
tary N.S.W. Dairy Products Board and Dried 
Fruits Board; H W. Horsefield, Secretary 
N.S.W. United Australia Party; D. Dowland, 
Gothams' Ltd. and Country Press Association 
of N.S.W.; C. Judson, N.S. W. Egg Marketing 
Board; J. E. Teagel, N.S.W. Egg Marketing 
Board; C. W. Sayers, Secretary N.S.W. Egg 
Marketing Board; Colonel E. J. Munro, Sec
retary United Country Party (N.S.W.). 

Apologies we1·e received from the following: 
Hon. B. S. B. Stevens, M.L.A., Premier of New 
South Wales; Hon. Jv(. F. Bruxner, M.L.A., 
Minister for Transport; Mr. Alex. F. Bell, 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Boards, Melbourne; 
Burns, Philp and Co. Ltd.; Chamber of Auto
motive Industries of N.S.W.; Chamber of 
Manufacturers; English, Scottish and Austra
lian Bank Ltd., Sydney; Sir George Fairbairn, 

Melbourne; Sir Phillip Goldfinch, General Man
ager Colonial Sug:ar Ref g. Co. Ltd.; lVIr. J. 
Heine, Metal Trades Employers' Association of 
N.S.W.; Sir Samuel Hor&rn, Sydney; Righr 
Hon. A. Howie, M.L.C., Lord Mayor of Syd
ney; Mr. C. Lloyd Jones, Sydney; Mr. J. B. 
Mills, President Australian Apple and Pear Ex
port Council; National Bank of Australasia 
Ltd., Sydney; Australian Woolgrowers' Coun
cil; Queensland National Bank; Mr. Arthur 
Stevenson, Chairman Banana Marketing Board 
of N.S.W.; Mr. H. L. Simpson, Farmers' Ad
justment Board, Melbourne; Mr. J. L. Shute, 
General Secretary Primary Producers' Union of 
N.S.W.; Hon. E. C. Somerlad, M.L.C., Coun
try Press Association. 

:The Right Honorable Earle Poge, M.H.R., 
was elected Chairman. 

After Dr. Earle P:.tge and Sir Archdale Park
hill addressed the conference in relation to the 
objects thereof, the following motion, moved 
by Dr. Page and seconded by Sir Archdale 
Parkhill, was carried unanimously. 

"That all those present form themselves 
into a Federal Committee under the title of 
'Federal Referendum Campaign Committee' 
with power to add to their numbers." 
It was decided that those from whom apolo

gies were received b.e included in the Commit
tee. The Right Honorable J. A. Lyons, P.C., 
M.H.R., Prime :Minister, as first citizen of the 
Commonwealth, was :.tppointed Chairman of the 
Committee. 

Action was then taken to elect an Executive 
of the Committee and the following were 
ele·cted:-

To Represent the Butter and Cheese Indus
try.-J. Purcell, Queensland, A. McKenzie, 
Victoria, Hon. M.P. Dunlop, M.L.C., N.S.\'7. 
(representing Commonwealt-h Dairy Produce 
Equalisation Committee Ltd); T. F. Plunkett, 
M.L.A., Queensland, J. Proud, Victoria, Major 
J. R. King, N.S.W. (representing Australian 
Dairy Produce Board) . 

To Represent the Dried Fruits Industry.
H. D. Howie· (S.A.), Hon. Thomas Steele, 
lvl.L.C. (N.S.W.), Parker Maloney (Vic.), G. 
W. A. Pope (S.A.), A. Yeates (W.A.), Alex 
Bell, C.M.G. (Commonwealth). 

To Represent the Wheat Industry.-J. S. 
Teasdale (W.A.), H. S. Henley (N.S.W.), H. 
L. Simpson (Vic.), Hon. W. C. Cambridge, 
M.L.C. (N.S.W.), Hon. H. G. Hawkins, 
M.L.C. (S.A.), E. A. Badcock (S.A.), E. Field 
(N.S.W.). 

To Represent Citrus Fruit.-Col. E. E. Her
rod (N.S.W.), Brig.-General James Heane 
(N.S.W.), J. W. Blick (N.S.W.). 

To Represent Various lnterests.-Hon. C. G. 
Latham, M.L.A. (W.A.), Major J. J. Leahy 
(Qland), Hon. W. D. Johnson (W.A.), Hon. 
John Cowan, M.LC. (S.A.). 

To Represent Graziers.-Capt. J. P. Abbott 
(N.S.W.). 

To Represent Egg Producers' Council of 

Commenting on the review by 1\fr. L. J. 
C1eary o± the outwok for the marketing of 
this Season's currant crop in the United King
dom published in «The \Vest Australian," Mr. 
A. Yeates, West Australian representative on 
the Commonwealth Dried fruits Control Board, 
said that the remarks o:i: Mr. Cleary were quite 
true. The marketing of Australia's currant 
crop at prices satisfactory and payable to the 
growers was becoming more and more difficult, 
mainly because of th~ intense price-cutting 
competition of Greece. 

"Currants are the main crop of dried fruit 
in Western Australia," !vfr. Yeates continued. 
"Last ye?.r we exported 113 6 tons to Great 
Britain, 13 0 tons to Canada, 69 tons to New 
Zealand, and 14 tons to South Africa-a total 
of 1349 tons. 

Before the Commonwealth Government 
granted any statutory assistance," .M.r. Yeates 
concluded, "ivfr. Bruce laid it down that we 
of the dried fruits industry must prove that 
our methods of production, packing and mar
keting must be efficient and that we should 
prove of value as one of Australia's national in
dustries. Since we have had statutory mar
keting powers most of those objectives have 
been reached. I again appeal to growers, indi~ 
vidually and collectively, to assist in maintain
ing the position the industry has won by doing 
their part in the efficient harvesting and hand
ling of this se·ason's crop." 

.Australia.-James Hutton (Queensland Egg. 
Board), Brisbane, Qland). 

To Represent Canned Fruits.-A. W. Fair
ley (Vic.), Sir Charles E. Merrett (Vic.). 

A Finance Committee was also elected, con
sisting of the following:-

Sir Sydney Snow (N.S.W.), Sir Arthur Tre
thown (N.S.W.), Sir George Fairbairn (Vic.),. 
Political Representatives; Alex. Bell, C.M.G. 
(Vic.), H. D. Howie (S.A.), Dried Fruits Re
presentatives; J. Purcell (Qld.), A. McKenzie 
(Vic.), M.P. Dunlop (N.S.W.), T.F.Plunkett 
(Qld.), J. Proud (Vic.), Major J. R. King 
(N.S.W.), Dairy Produce Represe·ntatives. 

It was resolved that those present who 
are resident in New South Wales form 
themselves into the nucleus of the New South 
Wales Campaign Committee. That Mr. George 
Twohill, General Secretary of the Common
wealth Dairy Produce Equalisation Commit
tee Limited, and Mr. G. A. Try, Secretary of 
the New South Wales Dried Fruits and Dairy 
Products Board, were appointed Joint Secre
taries to the Federal Referendum Campaign 
Committee. That the Federal Committee co
ordinate with the Campaign Committee· which 
have been, or will be, appointed in each State~ 

It was decided that at the public meeting to
be held in the Sydney Town Hall on February 
9 the Prime Minister and other notable speakers 
advocate an affirmative vote. 

DON'T ·GUESS .VOTE uYESn 
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