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Bud Examinatio
By A. V. LYON, OfficeMn-Charge of 

Commonwealth Research Station at 
Merbein.

The sultana bud examination for
1950-51 season was carried out by M 
John Webster and Alan Ancliff, of tl
Merbein Research Station.

The results of the examination are 
le following no!e prepared by these
ficers:
<-Euch year since 1945 canes have 
oscopically examined in May to ascert 
jrcentage of fruitful buds.
This year 10 blocl s in Sunraysia 
ere sampled, three each in Mildura and 
>in and four in Red Cliffs. The figur 
jrcentage fruitfulness and average bt, 
imodium size are given- in the acoomp 
g table together with comparable figures 
48 and 1949.
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Year per cent Ar. But 25, No. 1 0 
Fruitfulness Primod----—-------- —

JULY, 1950 PRICE 3d

• (Size (sq.m
1948 .. . .  32.6 0.5
1949 ..............  54.2 0.J
1-950  ............. 33.8 0.

Thus it will be seen that crop potential
is year are very similar to those for$UPPLIES __ PRODUCTION __ PROCESSING —  PRICES48-41 season and considerably less than
lar.

1the association activities
MARKETING —  PUBLICITY —  A D M IN ISTR A TIO N  —

GENERALHowever, the marked drop in fruitfulnes 
ards the end of the canes noted in 1948 U
evidence this year. With such low frui . . .  . .. * • . « ■ >  » r w  . r .«

jss there is no danger of overloading At the June meeting of the Board ot Management ot the
nes and it may be advantageous to r< A.D.F.A. some extremely important matters were dealt with —  
a r rhf > »h . problems that a re vita I to the welf a re of the industry. In this
' season, may thus be expected, in that report of the work of the Board we propose to just briefly outline 
e estimate of 80,000 tons for the adfa iffog m ajn features and to amplify them under special headings in
MnTZwpr* this issue of the "News". The question of the development of a
>nts comparatively low yields. Tbe figm process that would provide a light wash and a quick drying during 
e total industry pack has had many coi|f,e run 0f fhe machine for stemming and grading. . .The effect
sses and diversions to the distilleries, on the Industry of the appreciation of the £A. The matter ot 
Experience would indicate that a low P Government help to distressed growers following the calamitious 
u crop, given a favorable seal on would season> These, together with the Commonwealth survey as to
imper year, such as the one just past, < Industry costs, were dealt with in detail. It was agreed that the 
’ 100,000 tons given favorable we; industry should have some right to examine

or v*ue eveiopment d 9 g ureau cf Agricultural Economics after themditions 
Ting,

the Report of the 
submission to the

Distribution of Fruit Buds
Minister of Commerce and Agriculture.

The distribution of fruit buds along th 
normal. This means that the maturee 'i

addition to the above matters, the 
d dealt with many aspects of the rami- 
ons of the A.D.F.A. The following

irry their higher percentages of fruit* arfe a brief reP°rfifc off -the 0ffitCi a1^ "it to about the 14th bud. This is differe d  some amplification on the items
148, when the highest percentages of scl-
ids were found on the mid-portion of < c  ..
lined to 14 buds. oupplies
A low percentage of fruit buds may^nsideration was given to a circular 
i exceptionally good season, give high y r issued by National Farmers’ Union 
his happened in 1944, when big bunches \ustralia advocating the continuance of 
high sugar content exceeded our estima bounty system to Australian manu- 
ore than 10 per cent. This, however, urers of tractors rather than its re- 
it often happen, and In most seasourement by tariff protection, and the 
amber of bunches that a vine carries d in supporting the contents of the 
roved to be the most reliable guide to r, decided that its views should be 
itimation. - flight to the notice of Federal Members
Induction factors, including d is co , ^ ‘lament representing producing areas, 
ail. hot winds, and rainy harvest cann< 
onsidered at this stage. These redii 
ictors can, as in the last two years, lqR;n
11 calculations completely out of gear. 1 J __ i _J
There is no doubt whatever that laa

jn’s crop was “the big one that cnt -

Production

estimated pack as at 16th June, 1950, 
ing 58,190 tons, was considered. The

. .. „  . , ________ late showed a drop of 7510 tons sincead there is equally no doubt that fo: April, 1950, when the pack was esti- 
ext harvest the big one is not possmi^Kg £0 produce 65,700 tons. Tonnages 
The crop, however, can be satisfjStates and varieties are shown to be:

iven a return to suitable weather. Thee of Prodn. 
ibilities can be helped, as previously pcoria and N.S.W, 
ut, by leaving additional fruiting caniurray River .. 
ie vines. In spite of reverses in recent |th Australia .. 
le industry must remain optimistic witW. (M.I.A.) ..
ssurance that the weather which madetern Australia 
ura famous as a sultana area will cer 
aturn.

Cur. Sul. Lex. Total
7107 37619 
3824 5094

2586 47312 
265 9183

1500 140 55 1695
12431 42853 2906 58190

ncern is expressed at the falling off 
,e South Australian production of Dried 
its—much due to the bad season, but 
tly due to the sales to wineries. The 

.. . . . . .  . Jrd production of this State is some
nJotn? tons. Those growers who take thengme-coolmg water at the specified o of least resistance when diverting their

nt to wineries are subscribing to ieopardy 
IlSur marketing arrangements with buyer

ag temperature Provision Jj ju to wineries are subscribing to
listing the idling speed on most tract<̂ r marketing arrangements with buyer
ines, and the method of adjusting iSj^g that must ultimately resolve OUTlllCB, tua uiouuvu KJL [OHS 1
xplained in the tractor instruction book^^

Processing
The Board was informed that a letter 

dated the 24th May had been received from 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation in regard to the re
quest by the A.D.F.A. that the C.S.I.R.O. 
undertake research into processing methods 
in packing houses. The letter intimated 
that the C.S.IR.O. had appointed a sub
committee to examine the request of the 
A.D.F.A. and that the sub-committee had 
furnished a report to the executive of the 
C.S.I.R.O. recommending the development 
of equipment to provide—■

(i) a continuous washer capable ot 
handling 20 tons of fruit per hour;

(ii) a drier to remove moisture added 
during the washing process and to 
control the final moisture content 
of the product;

(iii) a device to remove foreign non
magnetic matter, such as g'ravel and 
stones, from the fruit.

The C.S.I.R.O. considered that prototype 
units should be set up at the Central Ex
perimental Workshops in Melbourne at an 
approximate cost of £2000 over the next 
12 months. In surveying its existing finan
cial obligations the C.S.I.R.O. recommended 
that the A.D.F.A. should bear the whole 
cost. The Board gave sympathetic con
sideration to providing the necessary 
finance for*the first year, but before con
firming its decision felt that the proposed 
methods of research could be examined in 
greater detail.

To assist research officers of the C.S.I.R.O. 
in their experiments it was decided that 
a consultation sub-committee consisting of 
Messrs. P. Malloch and D. C. Winterbottom 
should be appointed.

These packer members of the Board will 
consult with the several Packers' Associa
tions in the industry.

In this issue this matter is basis of a 
general report under a separate heading.

Prices
Since last March a newspaper campaign 

throughout Australia had been maintained 
by the Export Control Board and the 
A.D.F.A. opposing any appreciation of the 
Australian £. The expressions of opinion 
in the newspapers given by leaders of all 
primary and secondary producers were 
such that it was deemed advantageous to 
bring them to the notice of the Prime Min
ister, to members of both Federal and State 
Parliaments, and to leaders of industry and 
commerce throughout Australia. A book
let had, therefore, been prepared and cir
culated.

The Secretary reported that he had now 
undertaken the Board’s earlier instruction 
that A.D.F.A. branches be requested to pass 
appropriate resolutions protesting against 
any appreciation of the £ and to forward 
them to their Federal and State members 
of Parliament. A letter signed by the 
Chairman of the Board of Management to 
the Federal Treasurer was approved by 
Board members.

This booklet has been circulated to ap
propriate avenues, and also to branches. 
In this issue we set out a general statement. 

Assistance to Growers
The discussions which had taken place 

with the Victorian Government sub-com
mittee appointed to financially assist dis
tressed growers was reviewed, and the 
Board was informed that the Victorian 
Government had sought from the Federal 
Government a grant of £250,000 to assist 
growers in financing their properties up to 
the 1951 harvest; such grant to be disbursed 
on a basis of losses incurred during 1950 
seaso'n below a production of 23 cwt. to the 
acre. It was further reported that, pending 
a decision by the Federal Government, the 
Victorian Government had intimated that 
growers in necessitous circumstances could 
apply to the Lands Department for a living 
allowance of up to £20 per month.

In regard to the request to the Federal 
Government for financial assistance to 
growers to salvage rain-damaged fruit, it 
was stated that a Federal officer had visited 
producing areas and that his report was 
now under consideration by the authorities.

This involved and worrying matter is 
dealt with under a special heading in this 
issue of the “News.”

Survey of Industry
Latest advices indicate that the survey 

by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
is still proceeding and has extended through 
producing areas as far as Western Aus
tralia. Reference was made to a recent 
announcement in Parliament by the Min
ister for Commerce to the effect that the 
survey was the first major investigation of 
the industry for over 20 years; that, in 
addition to the extensive sampling of 
growers’ properties by field officers statis
tical records by districts were being ex
amined, with the result that when the 
Bureau’s final report was submitted in 
about two or three months’ time, factual 
material would be available to deal with 
the economic problems which are facing 
the future of the industry.

Further aspects of this survey are dealt 
with in this issue.
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Grades and Premiums—
United Kingdom

The Secretary announced receipt of a 
communication from the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board relative to the 
sale of the surplus 1950 crop of Currants, 
Eultanas and Lexias to the United Kingdom 
at a flat price.
RESOLVED—(1) In view of the announcement from 
the Export Control Board that whilst sales 
to the United Kingdom are on a flat price 
for Currants, Sultanas and Lexias for 1950 
season, grade values have been taken into 
account in determining prices to be paid by 
the Ministry of Food and grades shipped 
will be a determining factor in prices for 
subsequent seasons, the Board recommends 
to shippers—(a) To adopt such a policy in allocation 
of grades of fruit for the United Kingdom 
as will ensure the same high standards as 
in past seasons;(b) To adopt a system of grade variations 
in payment to growers as will ensure at
tention and care being given to the pro
duction of fruit of the highest quality to 
maintain the reputations of the industry 
in export markets.(2) That an Export Grades Adjustment 
shall operate for the 1950 season to provide 
for—(a) An equitable adjustment between 
agents in respect to their values of fruit 
overseas as between “premium” and “flat 
price” markets. This phase of the adjust
ment would correct anomalies created by 
any agent selling a higher than average 
quota of his high-grade fruit in a market 
offering a “premium” as against agents 
who sold similar fruit in a “flat price” 
market.(b) Premiums for grades of fruit higher 
than the lowest grade shipped to a “flat 
price” market.(3) That the following grade premiums 
be adopted for season 1950:

CURRANTS
4- crown over 1-crown — £8 per ton.
3-crown, (large) over 1-crown — £4/10/- ton
3- crown (small and unsized) over 1-crown

—£4 per ton.
2- crown over 1-crown — £2 per ton.
1-  crown — Basis.M.F. under 1-crown — £1 per ton.

SULTANAS
5- crown over 1-crown — £8 per ton.
4- crown over 1-crown — £6 per ton.
3- crown over 1-crown — £4 per ton.
2- crown over 1-crown — £2 per ton.
1-crown — Basis.
Plain under 1-crown — £1 per ton.

LEXIAS AND WALTHAMS
5- crown over 4-crown — £2 per ton.
4- crown — Basis.(4) That all fruit delivered to A.D.F.A. 
packing houses shall be received on the 
above conditions and all agents shall be 
bounded to the Export Grades Adjustment.

(5) That tentative adjustments in ac
cordance with the\ foregoing conditions 
shall be made when shipments warrant, 
with a final adjustment at the end of the 
season.

Final Account Sales Differentials
Details of these as fixed by the Boerd 

of Management are set out in another page. 
They are based on the prices received from 
each market for the various grades and are 
made each year as soon as sales and allo
cations are such that sound estimates can 
be made. Until the figures are available 
to packers, progress payments are made on 
a flat rate per ton.

Ministry of Food Contracts
Further consideration was given to the 

request by manufacturers for a rebate in 
the price of dried fruits when used in the 
manufacture of fruit cake, plum puddings 
and mincemeat for export to the United 
Kingdom after perusal of a summary of 
costs submitted by some, although not all, 
of the manufacturers vbho had been cir
cularised by the A.D.F.A., and after a meet
ing had taken place between the Board 
and certain manufacturers. After an ex
amination of the allocation of this season’s 
pack and the commitments already made 
to overseas markets and the Commonwealth 
market, the Board decided that it could not 
grant the concessions, for to do so would 
result in a definite reduction in the net 
return to the grower in a season when his 
income has been already drastically de
pleted.

Marketing and Publicity
'Season 1949

The Secretary submitted details of stocks 
held by distributing agents, sub-distribu
tors and manufacturers as at the 28th 
February, 1950, and it was shown that a 
total of 1454 tons was on hand as against 
approximately 3200 tons at the 28th Feb
ruary, 1949.

The following analysis indicates the total 
consumption in the Commonwealth mar
ket. However, as some 4000 tons was taken 
by manufacturers at Australian prices for 
cakes and plum puddings on Ministry of 
Food (U.K.) contracts, the net local con
sumption can be taken at 23 to 24,000 tons.

CONSUMPTION — SEASON 1949 
Vine Fruits

Carry-over stocks from 1948 .. 3200 tons
Sales—Season 1949 ..................  24381 „

27581 „
Less Carry-over stocks to 1950 1454 „
Consumption—Season 1949 .. 26127 „

AVAILABILITY — SEASON 1950
Allocation.................................. 27000 tons
Carry-over from 1949 .............  1454 „

28454 „

Dried Fruits Publicity Committee
The Secretary reported on the business 

of the meeting held on 6th June, and sur
veyed the various publicity activities which 
had taken place since the previous meet
ing, as well as the finances for the year 
ended 30th April, 1950, and the estimates 
of receipts and expenditure for 1950-1951, 
The estimates showed that, although cash 
in hand of £2171 was brought forward from 
the previous year’s activities surplus esti- ; 
mated expenditure for 1950-1951 would in- i 
volve a withdrawal of some £2000 from re
serves which at 30th April, 1950, stood at 
£4101. The committee decided that mem
bers would meet every two months in the 
future.

Administration
MID-MURRAY VALLEY DISTRICT

A request dated the 8th June, 1950, from 
the Mid-Murray Valley District Council 
A.D.F.A. for Board members to attend a 
public meeting of growers before the de
parture of Export Control Board represen
tatives for London was sympathetically 
considered, and it was felt that while mem
bers were willing to attend such a meeting 
of growers more benefit would result if it 
were deferred until the representatives 
returned.

Mr. L. B. O’Donnell, of the Export Control 
Board, has since visited the area and ad
dressed a meeting of growers.

"Cuprox" Copp*r Fungicidal Spray
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1949 FINAL PAYMENT 
DELAYED

Concern is being expressed by grot 
some areas at the delay by packing 
an finalising the 1949 season return 
many instances these final payment 
been made in the last few days—lonj 
the A.D.F.A. head office issued the A 
stents for Agents as the basis on 
Ihey should advise their associated 
ers. The fault seems to lie in packing 
administration possibly affected by 
problems and the rush of the harves 
son following the issue of the Adjust: 
by the A.D.F.A. .
However, four months seems a 

period for growers to wait for the n 
so necessary following the recent 195 
bade, when growers are seeking Com 
irealth assistance, and paying intere; 
iebts to packing houses.
While the amounts due to growers 

lectively are at credit irr the Fruit 
■counts in the packing houses, and t 
ing interest, if  is better that the gr 
las the cash in hand, or bank, where 
ntcrest charge can be greater.

■ The matter is to be listed for determ 
■on by Federal Council, with two as) 
■or consideration. One that the Ad; 
■ents might be made by the A.D.F./ 
lime for the packing houses to carry 
■he office work involved in the issuin; 
■finals” before the harvest rush of wo 
»̂e other, that a date be fixed for the fir 
ation of returns.

f v N G u s F m

mops
w ith “Cupf o x  ” 
Sim ply m ix with 
water and spray
Yes. it's as easy as that, to make a most effec
tive copper fungicidal spray for fruit, vine and 
vegetable crops. “ Cuprox" wets and spreads 
well and can be mixed safely with lead 
arsenate, nicotine, derris, oils, sulphur and 
D.D.T. sprays.

Ee Murray Valley Development Leag 
sletter” is to change its name to “* 
•lander,” as the work of the Lea 
embraces the development of both 
ay and Murrumbidgee Valleys.

44 99

C u p r a x
Copper Fungicidal Spray

Order your supplies of "Cuprox" today from

Vic. Distributors:
RAMSAY & TREGANOWAN LTD.

J "Despite the great strides that sect 
Buy production has been making and 1 
lominant position it has attained, Ai 
■alia is most prosperous when primary j 
listry is most prosperous.” (Observation 
1  B. Were & Son’s monthly letter 1 
line, 1950)
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West' Australian 
Branch A.D.F.A.

.PLICATION'S are called for three (I 
rer Representatives on the Committee t 
Branch.

itions will close with —
The Secretary,

Mr. A. J. Bishop,
97 St. George’s Terrace, PERTH, 

on 31st OCTOBER, 1950

AURORA PA
PACKERS OF ALI

K2-24

D E P E N D A B L E  f  P L A N T ^ T R O T E C T I O N ' t  PRODUCTS
IM P E R IA L  c h e m i c a l  i n d u s t r i e s

Oh A U S T M U - A  & N t w  7 L A L A N D  LIMITED

Union Assurance Society L 
Cresco Manure*
Tiny Tim Power Washer.

"Auror
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VIRUS FAILURE .
Myxomatosis virus failed to exterminate

rabbits in recent trials carried out by
C.S.I.R.O. Wildlife Section, at Gunbower,
Victoria.

The disease was successfully established in 
the wild rabbit population, but did not develop 
anything that could be described as an epi
demic nor did it'produce any observable re
duction in rabbit numbers.

Earlier and extensive trials by C.S’.I.R.O. 
Division of Animal Health and Production 
showed that although the disease can, under 
some circumstances, exterminate rabbits in 
the warrens into which it is introduced, it 
does not spread.

Hence it would not be ef any practical value 
as a weapon against the rabbit in country 
where holdings and paddocks are large and 
where the power of the infection to spread 
in epidemic form is all important. At the time 
of these earlier experiments it was concluded 
that the virus offered no particular value lor 
rabbit control.

At the present time, however, manpower and 
other shortages are preventing graziers, even 
on high-carrying country, where holdings are 
relatively small, from adopting control mea
sures that are economically justified.

ALTERNATIVE

On such small properties even an infection 
which generally remained confined to the war
rens into which it had been introduced might 
prove of some value.

Provided that it wiped out the rabbits in 
a warren with less labor than would be re
quired for a fumigant such as chloroi/crin, the 
disease could be worth using. The new ex
periment was designed therefore to re-test the 
virus as an alternative to fumigants in wiping 
out rabbits in a warren.

The experiment was carried out on the “dry” 
paddocks of a 450 acre block in the irrigation 
area near Gunbower, Victoria, where there 
were a large number of warrens well situated 
for observation.

The owners of the property forewent their 
normal poisoning and fumigating routine in or
der that a rabbit population of sufficient den
sity should be available for the trial.

The infection was introduced into the war
rens selected for treatment by means of the 
modified trap developed by the Division of 
Animal Health and Production and used in 
their earlier field trials in South Australia. In
fective material for use in the traps was sup
plied by Dr. H. E. Albiston, who maintained 
a strain of the virus in live rabbits at vhe Vet
erinary Research Institute in Melbourne.

Much assistance, especially in the final 
stages of the experiment, was given by officers 
of the Department of Lands and Survey, Vic
toria.

80 WARRENS

Some 80 warrens in all were treated. In the 
absence of any noticeable effect on the popu
lation, the records of sick rabbits observed 
provided the only indication of the subsequent 
course of events.

The number and distribution of rabbits in 
advanced stages of the disease that began to 
be seen shortly after inoculation ceased pro-

i b i e h u h !
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g
4 Mailing List of News ^

Growers who are aware of any dis-  ̂
crepancies in the mail list 
other growers are not receiving 
copies of the News are requested 
write to the General Secretary, 
A.D.F.A., 46 Queen Street, Melbourne, 
C.l, providing the necessary 
so that the mailing list then 
amended accordingly.

Every care lias been taken 
sure that the mailing list is 
date, but any assistance afforded 
the gnwers to ensure that the 

 ̂ list is correctly maintained would 
2 appreciated by the General Secretary, gy /
vXXXXXXvXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.XXXXXXXW VXXXXXXVX .̂XXNXXXXXXXXXXXXXVNn ' .

EMPIRE TRADE 
Improvement Sought by 

Manufacturers
English manufacturers have asked the 

British Government to call an economic 
conference to discuss the whole question 
of Commonwealth trade says the British 
Empire Producers’ Organisation in its May 
newsletter.

Manufacturers favour the removal of all 
currency restrictions between Common
wealth countries, and a concentrated effort 
to develop the organisation and resources 
of the Commonwealth should enable it to 
supply a very large part of its own needs 
and to expand its trade with the rest of 
the world. External trade of Common
wealth countries should be co-ordinated in 
such a way that a single trading area with 
a strong, stable internaL economy would be 
presented to the world.

The ultimate result of such a co-ordina
tion would be the achievement of a balance 
of trade with the dollar area, with par
ticular attention to the expansion of trade 
between Canada and other countries of 
the Commonwealth.

COMMONWEALTH DELIVERIES 
TO 31st MAY, 1950

Variety 1950 1949
Currants 1772 1040
Sultanas 4112 2171
Lexias .. _ 17
Apricots 92 211
Peaches 29 100
Pears 20 59
Nectarines 6 15
Prunes .. 207 26

6238 3639

vided evidence that infection had been given 
a good footjiold in. both the main areas of war
ren aggregations.

From the time when all the trap-inoculated 
rabbits could be presumed to have died, the 
numbers of sick individuals observed fell off 
steadily, until odd cases were seen a.c inter
vals of several days—a striking contrast to the 
earlier daily tallies.

Further experiments to test the virus under 
other conditions are planned f~r the near fu
ture. The distinctly poor intrinsic power of 
spread possessed by myxomatosis, which was 
demonstrated in the earlier C.S.I.R.O. work, 
was clearly apparent in the Gunbower results.

AURORA PACKING C O M P A N Y  PTY. LTD.
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED A N D  CITRUS FRUITS

BRANCHES AT

Irymplc, Merbein and Red Cliffs
HEAD OFFICE: IRYMPLE

AGENCIES:
Union Assurance Society Ltd.
Cresco Manures
Tiny Tim Power Washer.

A.M.P. Society
London & Lancashire insurance Co. Ltd. 
Sentinel Power Duster

'Aurora fo i Service"We Supply All Growers' Requisites.
I
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FRUIT PRICE COMMENT 
BY BOARD’S CHAIRMAN

The chairman of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board (M r. R. H. Gilbert) yesterday commented on a statement 
by Mr. J. W . McGregor at Nyah West recently about comparative 
prices paid by Britain for dried fruits.

M r. Gilbert said M r. McGregor had not mentioned that for 
20,725 tons of raisins imported from the United States in 1949, 
Britain had paid £ 4 7 /1 6 /4  a ton (English currency), "which 
considerably below the value quoted for Australian raisins."

is

Following is Mr. Gilbert’s statement:
At a meeting held in Nyah West on July 

3, Mr. J. W. McGregor is reported in the 
Sunraysia Daily of July 5 and the Swan Hill 
Guardian of July 7 as having said that 
from “Accounts relating to Trade and Navi-

CURRANTS—
From Australia •• «« .. . .

„ Greece ..  . .  >. .. ..
SULTANAS—

From Australia .. ................
South A f r i c a ................
Other British Countries
Greece .........................
T u r k e y ..........................
U.S.A. . .  .................
I r a n ...............................

gation of the United Kingdom” supplied to 
him by the New South Wales Department 
of Agriculture, the values in Australian 
currency of currants and sultanas imported 
into the United Kingdom from various 
countries during 1947, 1948 and 1949 were 
as follows:

APPRECIATION OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN POUND

A.D.F.A. Opposed to Any Changl
Since last March a steady newspaper 

campaign throughout Australia has 
been maintained by the Export Control 
Board, opposing any appreciation of the 
Australian Found.

Comment which has been inserted in 
newspapers has not been confined to 
opinions of leaders of the Dried Fruits 
Industry, but has included opinions 
from representatives from most primary 
producing industries and from manu
facturing interests.
The comments obtained over the la 

four months have been so important th 
the Export Control Board and the ADP. 
considered that they should be brougf 

Prime Minister, both Feder

AUSTRALIAN PRIED FRUITS Nl

N.S.W. BOAR
The New South Wal 

with high tonnages, has ai 
designed to affect the g< 
packer and grower registi 
a State where many grow 
has to be constantly activ*

- the growers of New South 
of general equity betweer 
time when growers of the ! 
of the plan to equalize ret 
boundaries.

Tire following extracts from the I 
report afford some conception of i 
tivities:

before the Prime Minister, both Feder j
and State parliamentarians and to leaciea U V U 1 U U  VV a o  DJL1C A U W C 5 0
nf industrv and commerce throughout Anal 1935, and was little more than 50% . 
tralia bv preparing a booklet and cimlhigh crop of 12,058 tons in 1944. Ii 
larisine it 1 This has been done and it 14 the total was 10,859, whilst for
hoped that it will prove beneficial jn bnnM

194
ing to the notice of all concerned the effe

J tonnage was 6304.
Comparison of vine fruits tonnagi
\A  o  -f C\A  n  ~  ______________________

1947 
per ton

1948 1949

£57 13 
96 10
72 16 
86 16 
92 3

-116 16 
96 10 

116 13

per ton per ton
£59 10 0 £50 18 4

95 0 0 91 16 8
74 10 0 77 15 0
83 6 S
83 18 4 99 5 10

113 6 0 95 8 4
90 8 4

117 3 4
102 3 4 100 18 4

The following are the quantities and value per ton in English currency of cur
rants and raisins imported into the United Kingdom from' various countries during 
the years 1947, 1948 and 1949 as extracted from the last issue of the British Board 
of Trade publication entitled “Accounts relating to Trade and Navigation of the 
United Kingdom” :

Quantities (in tons) Value per ton
Year ending 31st December

A l l g  U U  l / I I C  JLlW  UXKsSJ a i l  O O U U U I  w  i u u i i  W A  V I X i v  A X  U. JL I 'd

on the Australian economy, if appreciatioi 1948 and 1949 are as follows:
„  r  4-V, „  X? 4 - n \ r r \ n  n l o n o  ■ '  V o v i o f i r  1of the £ takes place.

A.D.F.A. Action
Since the issue of the booklet, the ADFA 

has circularised all its branches with t*" 
request that they specially meet and p 
a resolution opposing any appreciation 
the £ and forward that resolution to bo 
their Federal and State members.

Variety 
Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias .,

1948
1078
6367
577

8022
. Tree fruits during 1949 amounted tc

leir Federal and state memoers. b P0*18’ as against 2837 tons in 1948;
‘ In addition a letter signed by Mr. H. D temg a drop in Prunes of 1408 tons, v 
Howie has been personally addressed to til £eaches, Apricots and Nectarines wer 
Federal Treasurer. The letter reads: | 13’ Y  an<3 13 tons respectively. ]

“The nation-wide comment over the lal pjtnough slightly increased were negli 
few months on the revaluation of the AuJ F Quantity, 
tralian £ has caused considerable appj^ 
hension to primary producers and man 
facturers in this country, and this Associ

ALTERATION TO ELECTION 
BOUNDARIES

Attention was drawn' in the reportiA-Q +A fKn cwYinll .̂-C J —' ~ -T

1947
Currants from Australia .. 3,753
Other British Countries and 

Irish Republic .. ..
Greece ................................
Other Foreign Countries ..

T o t a l ............... . . .  . .  22,993
Raisins from Australia 
Other British Countries and 

Irish Republic 
Greece ................................

1948
8,524

1949
8,065

1947 
£46 2

1948 
£45 18

1949 
£50 19

I r a n ...............................
Other Foreign Countries

T o t a l ...............................  73,523

“Value” as shown in the publication 
referred to is defined as follows:

“The value of the imports represents the 
open market value as defined by Section 10 
of the Finance Act, 1935. Briefly stated, 
this value is the price which the goods 
would fetch on a sale in the open market 
at the time of importation, if the goods 
were delivered to the buyer at the port or 
place of importation, freight, insurance, 
commission and all other costs, charges 
and expenses incidental to the making of 
the contract of sale and the delivery of 
the goods at that port or place (except any 
duties of Customs and Purchase Tax) having 
been paid by the seller.”

35 _ _ 41 17 6 —

72
—

19,204 30,578 41,774 77 3 4 75 18 5 17 1
1 1 — 41 8 7 92 14 6 —

22,993 39,103 49,839 £72 0 10 £69 7 8 £69 6 3
18,157 20,092 4,248 £58 4 8 £57 19 3 £62 2 9

157 842 1,669 69 15 2 66 13 0 79 14 1
9,592 13,340 4,951 93 9 2 90 11 1 75 11 6

21.334 24,208 23,963 77 5 4 70 1 8 82 15 8
3,011 6,156 — 82 10 3 80 12 9

24,283 291 20,725 93 5 10 78 13 5 47 16 4
73,523 61,784 61,712 £79 19 2 £71 3 2 £68 14 11

It will be noted that no reference is made 
in the figures quoted by Mr. McGregor to 
the fact that 20,725 tons of raisins were 
imported into the United Kingdom from 
the United States of America in 1949 at a 
value in English currency of £47/16/4 per 
ton, which is considerably below the value 
quoted for Australian raisins.

The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board has requested the Department of 
Commerce and Agriculture to ascertain 
from the High Commissioner’s Office, Lon
don, the actual prices in English currency 
f.o.b. port of shipment paid for currants 
and raisins (sultanas and lexias) imported 
into the United Kingdom from the various 
countries during 1947, 1948 and 1949.

------------------------— - --- , . ,  - , v  n i v ' - ' - -  i »  ia u  v u - a w i i  u n c  i c u u xtion feels that the result of such a mof B48 to the small production of dried 
as it affects Dried Fruits growers, shou.d la fruits on the Murrumbidgee Irriga 
brought to your notice. I Areas. This appears to be a permai

“It is unnecessary to emphasise to yaj feature, partly because supplies of 
h o w  dependent Australia is for her naao:,a frû s normally would be dried
income on her exports of all forms of prl sent to the many wineries available, 
mary production. At the same time climate is not so suitable for dried •
are aware that costs of production hal (r^g as is that of the River Murray, 
risen considerably since the conclusion 1 in the circumstances, the Board has 
World War II so that practically the w iial jjcied to recommend to the Govermr. 
of the exchange premium received tro that amending legislation be introduced 
export sales is absorbed in higher wag >arliament to make the Coomealla Irri 
and material costs. ion Area (Murray River) one electoi

_  . . _  . «  . . ad the rest of the State a second e]
Dried rru its  rosition  prate for dried vine fruits representati

“The position in the Australian Dri< ’oomealla has become the highest prod 
Fruits Industry at the present time is th ton area in New South Wales and pL 
it does not enjoy abnormal or even hig re approved for its extension for sole 
export prices, yet through its annual su ettlement. It seems fitting, therefore, tl
plus of dried fruits the industry must si tos district should have the right of ele
by far the greater proportion of it on ove its own representative. The arrani 
seas markets. lf approved by Parliament, will eff

“If their present overseas prices, whi “ 
do not even now return cost of product* 
are to be reduced without any immedJL 
and comparable reduction in the costsl
Fndustrvgwilin be — nPS PLANTINGS OF VINE FRUITS

“This7 /ssocfation TepresInting over » In y.ears of abnormally low productic 
per ?ent of the 6OT0 driedfruil
in Australia, earnestly recommends .._1i^a_]an§’Aar?.e additional are
precipitate action be taken to revalue fl 
Australian £. Before any action is taki 
to reduce Australia’s export income by 
valuation, it is felt that other avenus 
arrest rising costs should be fully examine 

There is no need to emphasise the eff 
on the economic position of more than

A n o l - H f t l i n
on the economic position of more than*Kroitefmed~bv~tooT a rc^ a '"t n n 1 
dried fruits producers m Australia, if « K l ^ pS u S .  * ^  1
lose the present advantage of 25 per ®Jpianting is achieved bv co-ooeratinn hf 
in the exchange rate. This is particulai dn commonwealth anS S f i  rn apparent when it is realised that o y e r ^ nen“ e
per cent of the dried fruits production 
Australia is exported and would be affee 
by any alteration in the exchange rate 
wards parity with the English £.

THE VICTORIA INSURANCE
COMPANY L IM IT E D

E S T A B L I S H E D  l « 4 9

100 Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E
FIRE. ACCIDENT, MOTOR CAR, LIVESTOCK,
WORKER'S COMPENSATION. CROP (EIRE AN D  HAIL).!

BilAAlP Bfl||PHONE I f v i i f l
■n—4—#•

QUEEN ST- MELBOURNE. E. A. 8]

---------,  M j r h i . v i v u  h s j  j . w t i i a m c u i / ,  W A l l  C1JL

better balance between districts than 
le case under the existing legislation. T 
mber of producer members (four) v 

ain as at present.

__ ____ ------- ------ ----- A u > i.g v / u u u i u u y u c U  < U C

vines, unless we note the world positio 
spite our low production in 1949, the 
» still large exportable surpluses of drii 
le fruits in other countries, as there we: 
Australia. The best policy appears ‘ 
a controlled development so that thoi 
•>onsible for finding markets are n<

"TTT V\ n  I  A  / I  1 -  —   ‘

®mients in regard to planting by ex 
deemen. The Irrigation Production Ad 
iry Committee, representing the Com 
■̂ wealth and the States, is responsibl

t  advising the Australian Agricultura 
ncil as to maximum plantings. Th 
mittee’s work mainly is directed to 
irds plantings by war servicemen, but i; 

» well placed to watch civilian develop- 
mts which are achieved by extension! 
plantings on existing holdings within 

igation areas, and by the use of water on 
r land under water licences or permits.
\ correct estimate of the total produc- 
n from existing plantings is difficult to 

■ke as the position is clouded by the 
■ r  diversion to wineries of fresh grapes 
■table for drying.

, is fair to say that, as the industry and 
Government are alive to the dangers 

over-planting, the problem is not likely 
get out of hand. There are full oppor-
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APPRECIATION OF THE  
A USTRALIAN POUND

.S.W. BOARD REPORT FOR 1949
The New South Woles Dried Fruits Board, while not dealing 

with high tonnages, has an important and difficult task in its work
.D.F.A. Opposed to Any Change designed to affect the general stability of the Industry. Its
CamSafenS\hroutho\t*^traitaPah" I Paeker and grower registrations are spread over remote areas in 
been maintained by the Export Control a State where many growers are not organization minded. it 

jsiiitiiaii fuuuu has to be constantly active. It has the proud record of welding
Comment which has been inserted in |  the growers of New South Wales into the present Industry set-up

of general equity between all Australian growers . . . and at a 
time when growers of the State could have profited by staying out 
of the plan to equalize returns from markets irrespective of State 
boundaries.

newspapers has not been confined to 
opinions of leaders of the Dried Fruits 
Industry, but has included opinions 
from representatives from most primary 
producing industries and from manu
facturing interests.
The comments obtained over the last M . , . . ,, „ ___..ir months have been so important than ^ie following extracts from the Board s 
; Export Control Board and the AD! /■:ep°rt afford some conception of its ac-
lsidered that they should be brouKhl;‘?ities:
fore the Prime Minister, both Federal PRODUCTION
d State parliamentarians and to leader! 1949 production was the lowest since 
industry and commerce throughout Ausl:535, and was little more than 50% of the 
lia, by preparing a booklet and circiAigh crop of 12,058 tons in 1944. In 1948 
ising it. This has been done and it Mae total was 10,859, whilst for 1949 the 
ped that it will prove beneficial in briiv lonnage was 6304. 

to the notice of all concerned the effect Comparison of vine fruits tonnages for 
the Australian economy, if appreciatiowMS and 1949 are as follows: 
the £ takes place. Variety 1948 1949

Currants .................. 1078 1090
A.D.F.A. Action S  Sultanas ..................  6367 3241

Since the issue of the booklet, the ADFA ke x i a s ........................
s circularised all its branches with the 
luest that they specially meet and pass 
resolution opposing any appreciation o

8022 4909

£ and forward that resolution to b 
;ir Federal and State members.

Tree fruits during 1949 amounted to 1395 
ons, as against 2837 tons in 1948; there 
eing a drop in Prunes of 1408 tons, whilsth addition a letter signed by Mr. II D P S  a drop m prunes oi tons, wuusb

The nation-wide comment over the ig jilthough slightly increased were negligible 
/ months on the revaluation of the Aus- 1 Quantity.
.lian £ has caused considerable appreJ ALTERATION TO ELECTION
asion tp primary producers and me i- BOUNDARIES

C'ountry, and this AssociaJ Attention was drawn' in the report for 
?, ,f^at the result of such a movers to the small production of dried vine
it affects Dried Fruits growers, should bKuits on the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 

notlc®- . . «reas. This appears to be a permanent
It is unnecessary to emphasise to yoil[eatUre, partly because supplies of vine 
V dependent Australia is for her nationffl^its which normally would be dried are 
ome on her exports of all forms of pril jgnt to the many wineries available. Also 
iy production. At the same time yoi(he climate is not so suitable for dried vine 

Coŝ s of4. Productlon luiv| fruits as is that of the River Murray.
. ĉ ŝ dTeTra^1Y. sl.nce ^ .e conclusion of jn the circumstances, the Board has de- 

\ v~ *̂ ai J* s0 -̂iat practically the whoH^ed to recommend to the Government 
exchange premium received fronirtat amending legislation be introduced to 

ls absorbed m higher wagegparixament to make the Coomealla Irriga-
on Area (Murray River) one electorate 
d the rest of the State a second elec- 
rate for dried vine fruits representatives, 
omealla has become the highest produc-

______________ ... n area in New South Wales and plans
does not enjoy abnormal or even higjre approved for its extension for soldier 
)ort prices, yet through its annual suH*ttlement- seems fitting, therefore, that 
s of dried fruits the industry must se®his district should have the right of elect- 
far the greater proportion of it on over-AS its own representative. The arrange- 
s markets. Lent, if approved by Parliament, will effect
If their present overseas prices, \vhic» better balance between districts than is 
not even now return cost of production,'1116 case under the existing legislation. The 
to be reduced without any immediat®aurnber of producer members (four) will 

i comparable reduction in the costs opluain as at present.

i  material costs.

Dried Fruits Position
The position in the Australian Dri. 
fits Industry at the present time is th

iducing dried fruits, the effect on the 
ustry will be, unequivocally, disastrous. 
This Association, representing over 90

NEW PLANTINGS OF VINE FRUITS
In years of abnormally low production,

cent of the 6000 dried fruits growerstoere 18 < so+meT dl® cu ty m establishing a Australia earnestly recnmmmri ^  3 se against planting large additional areas 
S a t e  action^ be t lk e T S  vines, unless we note the world position,
stralian £ Before a n v »S i n n ^ s p i t e  our low production in 1949, there 
reduce Australia’s exnorf-a?nn™-ipShvkr ? ,re still large exportable surpluses of dried 
S o n  it Is felt fine fruits in other countries, as there were
est rising costs should hefiifiv pS n'Li' Australia. The best policy appears to
Sere f e n S n e e d e mn b S  L a controlled development so that those nere is no need to emphasise the effec|ELnnn<_ihl- foP finding markets are not
the economic position of more than 6000E ^ e t a e d  bv ^  larS  a tonnage in

the pxrhnnP'P r a t l n t f o  ,cei?J Planting is achieved by co-operation be-tne exchange mte This is particularly weerl thf  commonwealth and State Gov-
irnments in regard to planting by ex- 
ervicemen. The Irrigation Production Ad- 

ry Committee, representing the Com- 
lonwealth and the States, is responsible 
:or advising the Australian Agricultural 
Council as to maximum plantings. The 

mittee’s work mainly is directed to- 
_ _  _  mm ,»ards plantings by war servicemen, but is
R  111 Ua p i  talso well placed to watch civilian develop-
I *  l «  Bn jBnents which are achieved by extensions

plantings on existing holdings within 
igation areas, and by the use of water on 

land under water licences or permits. 
A correct estimate of the total produc- 

from existing plantings is difficult to 
ke as the position is clouded by the 
ge diversion to wineries of fresh grapes 
itable for drying.
It is fair to say that, as the industry and 
* Government are alive to the dangers 
over-planting, the problem is not likely 
get out of hand. There are full oppor-

the exchange rate. m __
parent when it is realised that ove’r*7®.

cent of the dried fruits production in 
stralia is exported and would be affected 
any alteration in the exchange rate lo
rds parity with the English £.
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tunities for its regular examination. As an 
example of co-ordination in this matter, 
the Water Conservation and Irrigation 
Commission of New South Wales has de
cided to limit to 15 acres of vines for drying 
purposes the plantings on the proposed 
Coomealla extension on the Murray. This 
will conform to the approval of the Aus
tralian Agricultural Council.
PRUNE CONSUMPTION IN AUSTRALIA

The 1949 production of Prunes was poor 
compared with the high years of 1948. 
There was no difficulty in disposing of the 
small crop, and, in fact, consumer demand 
could not be met.

Of a total tonnage of 3632 tons in 1948 
for Australia, New South Wales contributed 
2977 tons.

There is no immediate difficulty of in
creasing sales by export, but the time could 
well arrive when the heavy production in 
other countries (notably the United States 
of America) will have a depressing effect 
on values outside Australia. In such event 
our export of prunes may be more or less 
limited to those Commonwealth countries 
where we receive preferential tariff treat
ment. When that occurs we may have to 
depend increasingly on local consumption, 
and it will become important to determine 
how much the home market can absorb.

Of late years the prune pack has greatly 
improved in attractiveness. This, together 
with a degree of publicity, has widened 
the sales area. Also, the recognition of the 
dietary value of prunes in hospitals and 
generally has had a marked influence in 
increasing sales.

There have been some recent increases 
in plantings. They are believed not to be 
excessive, especially when a portion is in 
the nature of replacements. The most 
popular sized pack for the Commonwealth 
market was the 71b. tin, of which over 80 
per cent, of prunes were packed.

REGISTERED PACKING HOUSES
Seventeen packing houses were registered 

for 1949, and the Board considered that this
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1949

number was sufficient to meet present re
quirements. The Board's regulations pro
vide for standards of construction and 
maintenance of packing houses. One of 
its responsibilities is to ensure that fruit 
is treated in such a way as to ensure a 
wholesome and well graded article.

DEHYDRATORS
A measure of control is exercised over 

dehydrators to ensure that fruit thus dried 
shall be treated under satisfactory condi
tions. Dehydrators operated in conjunc
tion with registered packing houses need 
not be registered, but otherwise no dehy
drator may be used unless it is registered. 
Forty-one dehydrators were in use during 
1949.

HYGIENE
The Board's regulations require that cer

tain necessary steps must be taken so that 
all drying grounds, machinery, appliances, 
sweat boxes, etc., shall be constructed, 
maintained and operated in such a way 
as to ensure that the fruit is properly and 
hygienically dried and handled.

NEW TREE FRUITS GRADE
During the year regulations were ap

proved admitting a new grade to be known 
as “Manufacturer’s Quality.” This quality 
may be of any size, Lu. not be fancy, 
choice, standard or plain, or slabs. The 
fruit in the Manufacturer’s Quality shall 
only be used for manufacturing purposes.

FINANCIAL
Contributions by packing houses were at 

the rate of 5/- per ton, as against 4/3 per 
ton in 1948 and for previous years as far 
back as 1939. Because of the high con
sumption of dried fruits in New South 
Wales, and the need of certain inspectorial 
works in that State and in Queensland of 
fruits from Victoria, the Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board has provided part of the in
spection costs by contributing to the New 
South Wales fund to the extent of £600.

Total income for the year stood at £2194, 
of which £600 came as a subsidy from the 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board. Expenditure 
including £100 to the Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committee, totalled £2112, so that excess 
income for the year stood at £82. Balance 
sheet figures show assets at £5116, con
sisting mainly (£5037) of cash at Treasury. 
Liabilities amount to £117, leaving accumu
lated funds at £4999. Details are appended.

PERSONNEL OF BOARD
Mr. G. J. Evatt is Chairman, having held 

that office for 21 years. Producer members 
are: Messrs. E. J. Hudson (19 years), L. B. 
O’Donnell (19 years), Hon. T. Steele, M.L.U. 
(13 years) and Mr. P. C. Cox (16 years).

STATISTICS
The report, which is a very complete one, 

also includes numerous statistics on pro
duction in New South Wales and other 
producing States.

EXPENDITURE INCOME
Allowances— £ s. d

* £ s. d £ s. d Contributions............................ 1576 3 6
Chairman . . . .  100 0 0 Registration Fees . . . . 15 0 0
Members...............400 0 0 M iscellaneous............................ 2 10 6

500 0 0 Subsidy—Victorian Dried Fruits
Salaries and Allowances . # 862 10 6 Board ................................... 600 0 0
Typing Expenses . . . • 20 11 0
Inspection Services—Packing

H o u s e s ....................... 271 14 0
Travelling Expenses . . • # 141 15 9
Contributions—

Consultative Cttee. 10 0 0
Publicity Ctee. . . 100 0 0

110 0 0
Postage, etc...................... • 55 4 4
Printing and Stationery • 57 7 1
Audit F e e ...................... 10 10 0
Office Rental . . . . 27 0 0
Sundry Expenses . . . • 54 15 7
Surplus — Excess Income over

Expenditure • 82 5 9
£2193 14 0 £2193 14 0

LIABILITIES ASSETS
£ s. d £ s. d

Sundry Creditors . . 74 5 7 Cash at Treasury . . . . 5036 19 3
Contributions by Packing Houses Sundry D e b to r s ....................... 27 1 10

paid in advance . . 27 8 1 Prepaym ents............................. 21 17 11
Packing House Registration Fees Office Equipment at depreciated

paid in advance . . . . 15 0 0 v a lu e ..................................... 29 17 5
Accumulated Funds— 

Balance at 1st of
January, 1949 . 4916 17 

Add Surplus from 
Income and Ex
penditure Account 82 5

4999 2 9
£5115 16 5 £5115 16 5
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All reports, correspondence, etc., should be 
addressed to The Editor, “Australian Dried 
Fruits News,” Victoria House, 46 Queen 

Street, Melbourne, Victoria. 
Telephones: M.U. 4478.
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|  All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to =
|  forward items of interest to the industry =
E as a whole for publication in the ‘News.' jj 
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The Board of Management of the A.D.F.A. Is 
elected by the Federal Council of grower re
presentatives from the four producing States. 
The personel of the Board is: —

Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E., Chairman, Renmark, 
South Australia; Messrs. P. Malloch and D. C. 
Winterbottom, Mildura, Victoria; J. H. Gordon, 
Red Cliffs, Victoria; L. B. O’Donnell, Curlwaa, 
N.S.W.; J. R. Jemison, Ramco, South Australia; 
A. G. Watt, Greenmount, West Australia; H. 
H. Goodman, Nyah-Worrinen, Victoria.

The folowlng Agents’ Representatives attend 
in an advisory capacity:— Messrs. C. J. Ward 
and H. W. Newton.

The General Secretary of the Association Is: 
Mr. R. B. Curtis, F.F.I.A., A.C.I.S., 46 Queen 
Street, Melbourne, C.1.

Relief Position Obscure
The series of bad years suffered by the Dried Fruits Industry, 

particularly the debacle of the 1950 harvest, have culminated in 
a request to both the Commonwealth and State Governments for 
some help in alleviating the present precarious position of many
growers.Requests have been made to the Federal Government, fol
lowing the meeting of some seven hundred growers at Mildura, 
for a subsidy of £15 a ton on fruit exported to the United King
dom which is paying a price that does not give the cost of produc
tion. This was based on the 1949 costs and must not be confused 
with the special claims made, following the tragedy of the recent 
harvest. These claims have been stated on the basis of some 
assistance in the heavy salvage costs, together with the need to 
assist distressed growers to carry on.

JULY, 1950

Prices for U.K. 
Contract

INVESTIGATION
At present the whole position is obscure. 

It seems to hinge on a survey by the Com
monwealth Bureau of Agricultural Eco
nomics, ordered by the Minister (Mr. Mc- 
Ewen) following his meeting with the 700 
growers at Mildura. For some two months 
there have been a group of officials from 
the Bureau making investigations in the 
producing areas—at banks, packing houses 
. . . and on a random selection of growers’

THE visit to London by Messrs.
Malloch and O'Donnell, members of 

the; Export Control Board, carries a re
sponsibility that means much to growers. 
They have to convince the British Gov
ernment via its Food Ministry that the 
Australian producer must receive more 
than the present payment under the 
contract that is due for review as to the 
,1951-1952 crops. When the five year 
arrangement was made two years back 
it was welcomed by growers as a safe
guard in view of the danger of dumping 
by U.S.A. However, with the avalanche 
of rising costs for local and imported 
items here the picture has changed so 
adversely that it is imperative that the 
return from the U.K. be increased. The 
contract provided for a periodic review 
with provision for adjustments of rates; 
the 1951 season is the first of the per
iods for review. It is of interest to ex
amine some of the problems . . . some 
of the aspects that the delegation will 
have to present. In the first two years 
of the contract costs, as stated, soared 
to the extent that the prices paid by the 
U.K. do not meet cost of production. 
We were able to take a rise in other 
markets to meet the position somewhat, 
but the contract with London was such 
that nothing could be done. A t present 
the relative returns as paid by the Agent 
to packing companies, after allowing 
for some minor adjustments are: Com
monwealth £97/10/-, Canada £76/4/-, 
N.Z. £76/5/-, other markets £80 (small 
special limited releases). The U.K. 
£67/18/-. These returns are based on 
a one crown sultana,, the basis grade; 
and from them must be taken the pack
ing charges, insurances and freight ac
cording to district, together with other 
local adjustments. In a statement in the 
May issue of the "News" Mr. P. Mal
loch set out some of the reasons for a 
higher price.

Another and extremely d ifficult as
pect that the delegation will have to deal 
with is the unfortunate fact that Ameri
can surplus —  and subsidized fru it is 
pouring into London at lower rates than 
our contract provides. It is their iob, 
with the help of the Commonwealth Gov-

 ̂ from the 20th 
t and the Tree Fruit 
v 21st of November.

ernment, to discuss the contract on a 
basis of British Commonwealth trading 
to the extent that members of the Em
pire will not be left lamenting.

While it can be expected that some 
basis will be arrived at. in the negotia
tions that will affoFd some •increpse, the 
weakness of the delegation lies in the 
fact that it is taking to London the pres
ent costs of production— which are the 
only figures-that can be truthfully stated 
and accepted. These for negotiations 
on a product that will be harvested in 
eight months time and sold inside some 
twelve months, during which our costs 
can rise appreciably, particularly if the 
£10 basic wage is given by the Arbitra
tion Court . . .  plus margins. The 
problem facing the delegation in this re
gard is the probable query by Britain as 
to whether she should carry our Neo- 
Utopia while she, is trenchently economi- 
ising. It has been stated that there is 
an element of defeatism in the ADFA 
and other executives . . . that mass
meetings of growers can do miracles. 
The fundamental lies in a well prepared 
case to those who decide. In this case 
the British Government, far removed 
from any mass meeting, will make the 
decision . . . treating the Korean epi
sode as a sideline. And so our delega
tion goes to London in d ifficult times, 
but with a case that is so sound that we 
can confidently anticipate satisfactory 
results. We wish them well.

blocks. While the result of this survey, onl 
which a report is expected soon, will largely I 
affect the matter of general help to thq 
industry via the Commonwealth Govern! 
ment, we know that the purpose of thaL 
survey is to examine the overall stability! 
of the industry in accordance with Govern* 
ment policy of developing a plan to afford! 
all primary industries some stability in the! 
uncertain years ahead.

REQUESTS
Following the request to the Common  ̂

wealth of assistance in the cost of sal4 
vaging fruit, Mr. F. Colbey visited the areal 
involved and made a survey of the posil 
tion. It is understood that his report has] 
been sent to the Minister of Commerce ani« 
Agriculture. From a statement made b 
Mr. Turnbull, MHR, to the special meetin. 
of the Mildura District to deal with thi 
matter of assistance, it would appear thal 
a decision is to be made when the BurcaJ 
report- is in the hands of the Minister.

The same position seems to apply in r< 
gard to the Victorian Government’s reque 
for £250,000 to assist growers with produc
tion costs. Some £8000 has been made avail! 
able by the Victorian Government for thi 
payment of a living allowance to grower! 
who cannot obtain finance to carry oil 
Growers who desire assistance aro fckitej 
to contact the Lands Department hi Me* 
bourne for the necessary form of applical 
tion, It is reported that very few of thi 
applications to date have been granted 
the position being that an exhausti 
Means Test is applied.

FURTHER ACTION
At the District Council which was at 

tended by Mr. Howie, OBE, Chairman ol 
the ADFA, and the General Secretary (MrJ 
R. B. Curtis), with Mr. Turnbull, Ml 
advised growers to get their salvage fru 
into packing houses as soon as possible i 
that proper estimates could be made 
regard to tonnage and costs. It was de4 
cided to ask packers’ associations in thal 
States involved to meet to deal with statisl 
tics and a basis of assessment and to repor 
to the Board of Management, which wil 
carry the matter to the stage of a details
claim. I (

On the question of assistance from thd 
States, it was agreed that a representative 
of the Sunraysia area should act witbi 
representatives of the Nyah-Woorinen are| 
with Mr. Curtis as central contact.

PERSONAL
At the recent Board of Managemei 

meeting members wished Messrs. Mallocf 
and O’Donnell every success in the difficJ 
task before them in the United Kingdon 
to obtain increased prices under the Min 
istry of Food contract. Gratification wl 
expressed that the two representative 
selected by the Export Control Board wot 
members of the Board of Management 
They departed for England backed by tbl 
good wishes and confidence of the industr;

The General Manager of Co-operaW 
Dried Fruits Sales (Mr. C. J. Ward) I 
leaving for the United Kingdom and thenc 
to Canada and the United States. He wl 
make an extensive survey of processia 
problems, particularly the cartoning 
fruit, together with general agency mat 
ters. Mr. Ward’s services to the Board fl 
Agents’ Representative are greatly apprt 
ciated. |
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It is true, of course, that o 
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A striking example is the Dr 
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when government assistance h 
sought, a reduction of 20 per c< 
export income would be disastroi

STABILISED CURRENCY
For 19 years a stabilised curr 

given confidence to both primary 
ondary producers, and has impro 
tralia’s prosperity. Appreciate 
undermine this confidence, rural la: 
would fall, and rural settlement, 
larly that of ex-servicemen, woul 
yersely affected.

Fluctuations of currency are noi 
ciple. They are an expedient. Flui 
between December 1929 and Janu 
were necessary because of adver 
balances, and the flight of capii 
Australia through economic fears 
do not support the claim that our i 
was deliberately depreciated to as 
mary producers.

Rises in our export prices have no- 
favoured all primary producers. I 
creases for some have merely me; 
they have kept pace with the dem 
higher wages and mounting prc 
costs. To a few, it has provided an 
tunity to put something aside for the 
The good years have compensated 
bad years. There is no guaranv 
current prices for primary products 
maintained, and a recession of expor 
combined with an appreciation of o 
rency would endanger the Au: 
economy.

Today most primary producers 
on the existing exchange rate for sc 
It has been as great a factor as tl 
tection through tariffs. Gold proc 
is a case in point. Meat, which tc 
being sold overseas at less than world 
is another.

EFFECT OF IMPORTS
Let us now examine the effect th 

ports would have on primary prod 
It has been stated that import comm 
would be cheaper, but how soon woul
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ustry via the Commonwealth Govern- 
nt, we know that the purpose of the 
vey is to examine the overall stability 
the industry in accordance with Govern- 
nt policy of developing a plan to afford 
primary industries some stability in the 
certain years ahead.

REQUESTS
’ollowing the request to the Common- 
ilth of assistance in the cost of sai
ling fruit, Mr. F. Colbey visited the areas 
olved and made a survey of the posi- 
i. It is understood that his report has 
m sent to the Minister of Commerce and 
riculture. From a statement made by 
. Turnbull, MHR, to the special meeting 
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d to the Victorian Government’s request 
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it the District Council which was at- 
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th Mr. Curtis as central contact.

PER SO N AL
\t the recent Board of Management 
;eting members wished Messrs. Malloch 
d O’Donnell every success in the difficult 
;k before them in the United Kingdom 
obtain increased prices under the Min- 

ry of Food contract. Gratification wa* 
pressed that the two representatives 
ected by the Export Control Board wore 
>mbers of the Board of Management, 
tey departed for England backed by the 
od wishes and confidence of the industry. 
The General Manager of Co-operated 
•ied Fruits Sales (Mr. C. J. Ward) is 
iving for the United Kingdom and 1 hence 
Canada and the United States. He will 

ake an extensive survey of processing 
oblems, particularly the cartoning of 
ait, together with general agency mat- 
rs. Mr. Ward’s services to the Board asj 
gents’ Representative are greatly appre- 
ated.

APPRECIATION OF AUSTRALIAN £

A.D.F.A. General Secretary on 
“ Forum of the A ir”

Many growers who heard the excellent statement by the 
General Secretary of the ADFA, M r. R. B. Curtis, on the involved 
matter of the appreciation of the Australian £, have been im
pressed by the clear analysis of the position as it affects the pri
mary industries, and the Dried Fruits Industry in particular. For 
those who did not hear the 'session' . . .  in which Professor G. L. 
Wood took the opposing side . . .  we set out the text of M r. 
Curtis' statement.
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As Australia’s primary production is far 
greater than she can herself consume, a 
large proportion of her income depends on 
exporting the surplus. Our national pros
perity depends on our exports of primary 
production.

A decision to appreciate the Australian 
£ to parity with sterling would reduce our 
export income by about £113 millions per 
annum based on present day export values. 
The primary producer alone would suffer 
to the extent of some £97 millions.

HIGH PRICES
High prices for our primary production 

overseas djiring the war and post-war years 
have created the impression that producers 
can sustain a reduction in their income 
without harm, but there are factors which 
cannot be ignored and which emphasise 
that any steps towards appreciation would 
be dangerous.

It is true, of course, that one or two 
primary commodities are enjoying excep
tional prices; others are not so fortunate. 
But we must not lose sight of the fact that 
whatever the prices are which we are now 
obtaining, they are subject to the sensi
tivity of world price movement and the 
effect of variable seasons.

A striking example is the Dried Fruits 
Industry, which, giving employment to 
some 40,000 people, depends on export for 
over one-third of its £6 million income. 
After successive bad seasons, and at a time 
when government assistance has to be 
sought, a reduction of 20 per cent in its 
export income would be disastrous.

STABILISED CURRENCY
For 19 years a stabilised currency has 

given confidence to both primary and sec
ondary producers, and has improved Aus
tralia’s prosperity. Appreciation would 
undermine this confidence, rural land values 
would fall, and rural settlement, particu
larly that of ex-servicemen, would be ad
versely affected.

Fluctuations of currency are not a prin
ciple. They are an expedient. Fluctuations 
between December 1929 and January 1931 
were necessary because of adverse trade 
balances, and the flight of capital from 
Australia through economic fears. Facts 
do not support the claim that our currency 
was deliberately depreciated to assist pri
mary producers.

Rises in our export prices have not equally 
favoured all primary producers. Price in
creases for some have merely meant that 
they have kept pace with the demand for 
higher wages and mounting production 
costs. To a few, it has provided an oppor
tunity to put something aside for the future. 
The good years have compensated for the 
bad years. There is no guarantee that 
current prices for primary products will be 
maintained, and a recession of export prices 
combined with an appreciation of our cur
rency would endanger the Australian 
economy.

Today most primary producers depend 
on the existing exchange rate for solvency. 
It has been as great a factor as the pro
tection through tariffs. Gold production 
is a case in point. Meat, which today is 
being sold overseas at less than world parity, 
is another.

EFFECT OF IMPORTS
Let us now examine the effect that im

ports would have on primary production. 
It has been stated- that import commodities 
would be cheaper, but how soon would they

be cheaper, and to what extent? It all 
depends on the world availability of each 
import commodity involved. Furthermore, 
there are only five main items of import 
that would‘ have an effect on lower pro
duction costs, namely bags and sacks, kero
sene, petroleum and oils, fertilisers and 
motor vehicles. Other items and wages 
would be at Australian levels. Certain it 
is that all commodities would not fall im
mediately; those in short supply might not 
fall for an appreciable time, so that the 
producer, suffering an overnight drop in his 
own income, would not benefit by an im
mediate reduction in his production costs. 
A dangerous situation would arise for pri
mary producers in overseas markets if price 
competition is encountered during the low
ering period of import prices.

Australian consumers of basic commodi
ties, such as butter, bread, meat, dried 
fruits, etc., cannot expect an automatic 
reduction in prices, for these, and other 
commodities, must base their prices on their 
costs of production. Local prices would 
also be subject to some impost to compen
sate producers for their export losses. An 
example is sugar. Appreciation would mean 
a loss to sugar growers of £3 millions per 
annum. This would mean an increase of 
Id per lb. in the price of sugar to the Aus
tralian consumer.

SUMMARY
To conclude, Mr. Chairman, I would 

stress—
That basically, Australia’s prosperity im

pends on her primary production.
Primary production constitutes some 85 

per cent of the total value of Australia’s 
exports.

The average increase in export prices for 
nine major primary products is 4.8 times 
what it was in the three years, 1937-1939. 
Only one (wool) is above the average, three 
equal the average; all the others are be
low it.

While appreciation to parity would, over
night, affect our export income by more 
than £100 millions per annum, an imme
diate and compensatory reduction in im
port prices and costs of production cannot 
be possible.

A recession in existing export values is 
possible so that some loss in export income 

( can be expected without incurring an added 
loss of income through appreciation.

Many primary producers are dependent 
on the existing exchange rate to meet their 
present costs of production.

Appreciation would hit equally all pro
ducers—whether they would be able to 
afford it or not—without regard to the eco
nomic circumstances of each primary in
dustry.

Local prices of essential primary products 
would not automatically fall. They would 
have to absorb the loss of export income 
sustained by the producer.

Australia’s stabilised currency hap given 
confidence to primary and secondary pro
ducers alike. Appreciation will destroy this 
confidence. All incentive for Australians 
to settle on the land will have disappeared.

My conclusion is that the Australian £ 
should not be appreciated in relation to 
Sterling.

COMMENT
While Mr. Curtis’s statement is based on 

ADFA experience and policy, the credit for 
the detailed precis must go to him. Over 
the years it has never been the case to high
light work done by any component member 
of the organisation on a job of work. How
ever, it is a gesture to make an exception 
here and to express our appreciation to a 
Secretary of some few years standing who 
seems to be breaking new ground in put
ting the ADFA on the map of public con
ception.—Ed. D. F. News.

“ W ARATAH” 
FENCING PRODUCTS
-p H E  well-known “ Waratah”  fencing products (wire netting,

• barbed wire, “ Star”  steel fence posts, &c.) are still maintaining 

maximum production for essential purposes, but it is still neces

sary to restrict wire supplies.

Distributors of Rylands’ “ Waratah”  wire products and their 

customers may be assured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available, and in the meantime it 

will be realised that any inconvenience caused by the present 

curtailment o f supplies is sustained in a good cause.

RYLAN D S BROS. (Australia) 
P TY. LTD.

Head Offices: 422 Little Collins Street* Melbourne 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W.
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PROCESSING M ETH O D S IN  
PA C K IN G  HOUSES

Washing & Drying of Processed Fruit

As reported in the Activities of the A.D.F.A., the problem of 
evolving a process of giving fruit that needs a light wash, is one 
that means much to growers in the matter of costs. A t the 
present time this has to be done manually —  and at a relatively 
high cost.

The plan envisaged in the request to CSIRO is to develop a 
means of light washing and drying fruit as it goes through the 
normal run qf the stemmer and grader. The application' of heat 
and moisture should do much to eliminate green tinge in sultanas, 
and to save the laborious work on the drying greens.

INDUSTRY COSTS 
INVESTIGATION

At the June meeting of the Board of 
Management of the ADFA it was agreed 
to make Association funds available to 
CSIRO pending further enquiries. The 
history of the matter, together with the 
development, is best set out by referring 
to a letter from Mr. Curtis, General Secre
tary of the ADFA, to the Chairman (Mr. 
Howie). This states:

“In considering the matter, the Executive 
* was faced with the fact that its demands 

on the Treasury have been increasing at 
a rapid rate over the last few years and 
had now reached very large dimensions— 
of the order of £2,000,000 p.a. Every effort 
is accordingly being made to keep those 
demands from increasing still further, so 
you will realise that the remark in the con
cluding paragraph of your letter of the 
25th November that the ADFA would be 
prepared to make an adequate contribution 
towards the cost of the work under dis
cussion is particularly helpful. The Execu
tive feels, however, that the engineering 
programme in question is one in which the 
industry could appropriately be asked to 
bear the whole of the cost.

I have accordingly been asked to tell you 
that CSIRO would be glad to carry out the 
work proposed if the ADFA is so prepared 
to meet the whole cost. It is difficult to 
give an accurate estimate of that cost, but 
it seems that at least a year’s work costing 
about £2000 would be involved. No guaran
tee can be given that success would be 
achieved at the end of that time, and if 
further work were desired after the 12 
months, it would be at approximately the 
same rate of expenditure, namely £2000 p.a.

“We would be grateful if you would let 
us know in due course what you would like 
done in the matter in the light of the fore
going comments.”

Federal Council Resolution
You will recollect at Federal Council 1949 

the following resolution was passed:
“That the Board of Management arrange 

with the CSIRO (Industrial Division) for 
investigation of processing methods in the 
industry, particularly of means whereby 
more effective washing and subsequent 
drying can be carried out and that should 
any costs be involved in such investigations 
they should be met by the Association and 
packing companies in equal shares.”

Acting on this resolution, Mr. Howie com
municated with the Secretary of CSIRO 
both by personal visit and by letter, and 
after some correspondence had taken place 
the following letter dated 24th May was 
received:

“The Executive of this organisation duly 
considered at a meeting it held last week 
the reports of the Sub-committee it set up 
to advise it on the problem, and also sug
gested ways in which the engineer could 
come into the picture.

“The Sub-committee suggested that the 
most urgent problem was the development 
of equipment for washing and drying in a

continuous process, and that in addition 
some consideration should be given to the 
removal of stones from the fruit. It sug
gested that engineering investigations be 
undertaken by our Central Experimental 
Workshop here in Melbourne (which is 
under the direction of Mr. R. N. Morse) in 
conjunction with Mr. Orton, of Merbein, 
and in consultation with our Division of 
Food Preservation and Transport.

Equipment Suggested
“Mr. Morse, who was a member of the 

Sub-committee, has pointed out that the 
proposals involved the development of three 
pieces of equipment—

(i) a continuous washer capable of 
handling 20 tons of fruit per hour.

(ii) a drier to remove moisture added 
during the washing process and to 
control the final moisture content 
of the product.

(iii) a device to remove foreign non
magnetic matter, e.g., gravel and 
stones from the fruit.

“He feels that the best way in which to 
handle the problem is that he should de
velop prototype units at his Central Ex
perimental Workshops. He estimated the 
cost of that work would be approximately 
£2000 over the next 12 months, at the end 
of which time the project could be re
viewed, and it would then have to be de
cided whether similar developmental work 
should be carried out on other pieces of 
equipment, e.g., conveyors, dehydrators, 
etc., and also to what extent additional 
funds, if any, would be required.”

Commonwealth Bureau Operating
Following the request by the Industry 

for a £15 per ton subsidy on U.K. ex
ports when the Minister of Commerce 
and Agriculture (the Hon. J. McEwan, 
M.H.R.) attended and addressed a meet
ing of 700 growers at Mildura, much 
has happened to embarrass growers to 
the extent that the series of requests 
for help are such that some amplifica
tion is in order. Below we attempt to 
delineate.
The Mildura meeting was held before the 

recent harvest and dealt with the then costs 
of production before the debacle of 1950. 
It was requested that the Commonwealth 
Government pay a subsidy of £15 per ton 
on fruit exported to the United Kingdom, 
and that the Victorian Government support 
the increase of 2d a pound for local sales; 
or alternatively advise that the price con
trol on dried fruits be removed. The then 
Prices Minister (the Hon. Trevor Oldliam, 
ML A) stated to the meeting that he would 
recommend that the ADFA was a body 
V'orthy of being trusted to administer the 
price control of its commodity. This pro
mise was carried out, and the ADFA has 
since taken a rise of the 2d in the home 
market.

At the meeting the Minister of Com
merce* said that, while he was sympathetic 
to the case submitted, he would have to 
place the matter with the body set up to 
examine such requests and would instruct 
the Commonwealth Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics to make a complete investigation 
and report to Cabinet. This investigation 
is well on the way and should be completed 
about the time that this issue of the “News” 
reaches growers.

Subsidy Important
On it will depend the £15 subsidy, to

gether with the wider issue of the general 
policy of the Government plan to arrive at 
a cost of production basis for the general 
stabilisation of primary industries.

In turn the request for Commonwealth 
assistance in salvaging the 1950 fruit and 
aiding distressed growers seems to hinge 
on this survey. This aspect is dealt with in 
another article in this issue.

A further aspect of this survey is that it 
is designed to arrive at our costs of pro
duction to the extent that its findings will 
be largely the basis in the negotiations be
tween the Commonwealth and London for 
the 1951 contract prices . . .  to which dis
cussions two of our local growers’ repre
sentatives are attending in London.

Having in mind the probability that the 
report of this survey can be the future basis 
for any consideration by the Government 
in the matter of assistance to this industry, 
it was considered at the June meeting of 
the Board of Management that the industry 
should have the right to examine the report 
and make appropriate comments, before it 
was finally accepted by the Federal Cab
inet. The Secretary was instructed to con
tact the Minister in this regard.

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. LTD.

M I L D U R A

NOMINAL CAPITAL £250,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £210,000

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Manufacturers of Jams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, 

Tomato and Worcester Sauces

"PADLOCK" BRAND
Packing Houses: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Curlwoa (N.S.W.) 

Factory: Mildura

A ll Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected, 
Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches.
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allowing the request by the Industry 
a £15 per ton subsidy on U.K. ex- 
;s when the Minister of Commerce 
Agriculture (the Hon. J. McEwan, 

[,R.) attended and addressed a meet- 
of 700 growers at Mildura, much 
happened to embarrass growers to 
extent that the series of requests 

help are such that some amplifica- 
is in order. Below we attempt to 

neate.
Mildura meeting was held before the 

; harvest and dealt with the then costs 
aduction before the debacle of 1950. 
s requested that the Commonwealth 
nment pay a subsidy of £15 per ton 
lit exported to the United Kingdom, 
lat the Victorian Government support 
crease of 2d a pound for local sales; 
ernatively advise that the price con- 
n dried fruits be removed. The then 
Minister (the Hon. Trevor Oldham, 
stated to the meeting that he would 

mend that the ADFA was a body 
y of being trusted to administer the 
control of its commodity. This pro- 
was carried out, and the ADFA has 
taken a rise of the 2d in the home 
:t.
the meeting the Minister of Com- 
-said that, while he was sympathetic 
} case submitted, he would have to 
the matter with the body set up to 
ne such requests and would instruct 
ommonwealth Bureau of Agricultural 
mics to make a complete investigation 
eport to Cabinet. This investigation 
l on the way and should be completed 
the time that this issue of the “News” 
es growers.
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VIC. DRIED FRUITS BOARD REPORT 

Review o f 1949 Season
The Board note with regret that another unfavourable Season 

for Dried Vine Fruits was sustained during 1949. Growing condi
tions right up till the time of harvesting were excellent and at the 
end of February 1949, there was every prospect of a good crop of 
quality fruit. Rain however, commenced throughout the produc
inĝ  areas early in March, followed by hot and humid conditions 
which damaged the Sultana' crop heavily.

DRIED TREE FRUITS
Generally speaking, the quality of the 

pack was not up to the standard of the 
previous year, and although the total ton
nage of Dried Tree Fruits produced in 
Victoria was readily disposed of, the Board 
cannot stress too strongly that if the high 
percentage of low grade fruit continues to 
be produced in the future, the time will 
come when sales of this low grade fruit will 
be difficult to effect.

Apricots: The tonnage harvested was 
in excess of the previous year, but the 
average quality of the fruit could only be 
classified as fair.

Peaches: The production in peaches 
dropped in 1949 as compared with 1948 
due to bad weather at harvesting time, 
causing the destruction of quite a large 
tonnage of fresh fruit. The quality was, 
if anything, inferior to previous seasons.

Pears: The pear production showed an 
increase over the previous year, but the 
average quality of the pack was still not 
good.

Nectarines: The tonnage of dried nec
tarines produced in Victoria is negligible.

SURVEY
The question of how best to build up 

the home market to ensure the maximum 
consumption of dried fruits within the 
Commonwealth has always been one of 
paramount importance to the industry, and 
accordingly the Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committee (of which the Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board is a member) began a market 
survey at the request of the A.D.F.A. with 
the object of ascertaining the views of the 
trade as to the most popular method of 
packing dried fruits for sale to the public, 
and also as to whether adequate supplies 
of dried fruits were available to meet the 
requirements of the trade. The result of 
the survey has proved of great value.

UNIFORM ACCOUNT SALES
The uniform account sales pro forma 

devised by the Board in 1947, was used by 
all packing companies during the 1948 sea
son. Generally speaking, packers experi
enced little difficulty in complying with 
the Board’s requirements.

Reports indicate that there is much evi
dence of satisfaction amongst growers at 
the step taken by the Board in securing for 
them the fuller information which they so 
long desired in the new standard form of 
Final Account Sales as now furnished to 
them by the packing houses.

VICTORIAN PACK
The 1949 season’s dried fruits, harvested, 

processed and packed, amounted to 37,879 
tons, of which Currants were 7600, Sultanas 
25,782 and Lexias 3993. The balance were 
dried tree'fruits of which Prunes accounted 
for 166 tons, Peaches 161 tons, Pears 114 
tons and, Apricots 63 tons. In addition, 
4022 tons, of fruit grown in New South 
Wales was packed in Victoria.

FINANCE
Although the contribution fee was raised 

from 4/3 to 5 /- per ton, revenue receipts, 
owing to the heavy crop damage, were in
sufficient to meet the expenditure of ap
proximately £10,569, resulting in a debit 
balance of £1504 and this, notwithstanding, 
that the expenditure was the lowest since 
1936.

Balance sheets show assets totalling 
£11,623 -and of which cash at Treasury and 
Inscribed Stock amount to £10,873. Lia
bilities (sundry creditors) total £1498, leav
ing a balance in Income and Expenditure 
Account of £10,125.

PERSONNEL OF BOARD
The Chairman is Mr. Parker J. Moloney, 

Mr. S. M. Read is Deputy Chairman and 
growers’ representatives are Messrs. S. R. 
Mansell, H. V. Davey, A. Rawlings, D. A. 
Cockcroft and D. E. Barry Wood.

Other references made in the annual 
report are to Commonwealth allocations, 
activities of the Dried Fruits Publicity Com
mittee and the Empire Preference Com
mittee. The report is also amply provided 
with interesting statistics and records.

This condensed statement of the report 
is set out mainly for the interest of growers 
in the other States, as copies are sent to 
all Victorian growers.

Appended is a detailed statement of 
Income and Expenditure.

EXPENDITURE
. £ s.

Chairman’s Allowance . . . 767 10
Board F e e s ......................  500 0
Staff S a la r ie s ...................  1745 17
Travelling Allowances . . . 339 6
Illegal Trafficking— Policing of 1295 5

INCOME
Contributions—Growers 
Interest on Stock' ‘

Rent and Cleaning . . . .
Inspection and Grading . .
P u b lic ity ....................................
Postage and Telephones . 
Stationery and Printing 
Department of Agriculture . 
General Advertising . . . ,
Audit (annual) . . . . .
Audit (special) .
Election Costs • . . . .
Payroll T a x ..............................
In su ra n ce ..................................
Staff Superannuation Fund 
Office Expenses and Incidentals

360 6 
2604 18 
2000 0 
169 16 
123 6 
150 0, 
45 1 

8 8 
84 0 

16 
54 10 
9 13 

173 18 
136 10

2 Balance 
8

£
. 9296 
. 219
£9515

. 1053 16 6 
£10,569 4 3

NEW SOUTH WALES DRIED
FRUITS BOARD

Proceedings at June Meeting
A full attendance of members under Hie 

chairmanship of Mr. G. J. Evatt, considered 
a number of matters, the more important 
being the following:

CONTRIBUTION
The Board fixed 5/- per ton as levy for 

the 1950 season. This rate is the same as 
other State Boards.

NEW PLANTINGS
Figures obtained from the Government 

Statistician are quoted below.
BEARING ACREAGES OF VINES 

FOR DRYING
Vic. SA. N.S.W. W.A. Total 

1944 — 35,189 20,565 5,377 5,018 66,149
1948/49—34,601 11,916 5,276 5,071 56,864

NON-BEARING ACREAGES OF VINES 
FOR DRYING

1948/49— 2,064 563 320 862 3,809
Some doubt was expressed as to the 

complete accuracy of the Statistician’s 
figures, for it was felt that the South Aus
tralian acreages had not been reduced as 
greatly as indicated, and that possibly 
growers in that State had not included the 
acreages of Sultanas which had been di
verted to wineries. The Board recognised 
that a considerable addition to plantings 
would come, when ex-servicemen had oc
cupied the areas to be allotted to them. 
New South Wales had not actually placed 
any ex-servicemen on the approved acre
ages, but it is understood that an area of . 
cuttings for rooted vines was to be developed 
under the auspices of the Rural Bank of 
N.S.W.

In relation to plantings outside Govern
ment sponsored areas, figures submitted of 
waterings on areas covered by private 
licenses indicated no great increase beyond 
the position in 1946. The respective acreage 
covering the Murray and the Darling were 
333 for 1946, and 450 acres for 1950.

£10,569 4 3

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1949

LIABILITIES
£ s. d £

Sundry Creditors . . . .  1498 
Income and Expen

diture Account—
Balance at 1st Jan

uary, 1949 . . 11,178 14 6
Less deficit for year 1053 16 6

ASSETS
_ . . „  £ s.Cash at Treasury . . . .  4833 5 
Inscribed Stock . . . ; . 6040 0
Sundry Debtors . . . . .  6 0
Furniture and Equipment (at 

cost) .  ............................ 431 0
10124 18 0 Motor Car (at cost) 312 14

£11,623 0 7 £11,623 0 7

GROWERS’ HEAVY LOSSES
The New South Wales Minister for Agri

culture has been asked for financial help 
to be given to the Bungunyah-Koraleigh 
settlers who, early in 1950, experienced a 
disastrous season following poor results in 
earlier years. The Board, in view of the 
heavy losses, considers it imperative that 
a very substantial grant (not a loan) should 
be made by the Government if settlers are 
to be kept on their properties. Further
more, assistance has been promised by the 
Victorian Government to settlers ori the 
other side of the Murray.

Some delay in approaching the Minister 
for Agriculture took place, due to the New 
South Wales elections, but the Chairman 
of the Board and Colonel Steele (a mem
ber) are closely in touch with the matter 
and will place the growers’ position and 
requirements before the authorities.

RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER 
LEGISLATION

With their copies of the Board’s annual 
report, growers are to receive a notice 
drawing attention to the responsibility 
under the Dried Fruits Legislation. This is 
primarily for the use of new growers who 
may be ignorant of the requirements 
under the Act.

PRUNE IMPROVEMENT
The report submitted by Dr. Bowman, 

Special Fruit Officer (Research) was con
sidered at the meeting, and as this is of 
some importance, it is included in this issue 
elsewhere as a separate article.

PACKING HOUSE PROCESSING 
METHODS

Discussion took place on certain-proposed 
tests of a new magnetic roller, and the 
Board also was advised of research to be 
undertaken by C.S.I.R.O. at the request of 
the A.D.F.A.

OTHER BUSINESS
Other items considered were—Crop pros

pects for 1950; ttje quotas for the Common
wealth market; publicity through the Dried 
Fruits Publicity Committee; the moisture 
content of prunes as approved by the Dried 
Fruits Processing Committee; and refer
ences to the departure of Mr. L. B. O’Don
nell, a member of the Board, who was pro
ceeding to the United Kingdom as a repre
sentative of the Export Control Board, in 
regard to the contract between the Control 
Board and the United Kingdom Ministry 
of Food. The fullest confidence was ex-

gressed in Mr. O’Donnell’s ability as a mem- 
er of the delegation, to conduct negotia
tions with the Ministry of Food.
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VINE AND TREE FRUITS 
DIFFERENTIALS FOR 1950

At the June meeting of the Board of 
Management, the following Final Ac
count Sales Differentials were fixed—

CURRANTS
4- crown over 1-crown — £9 0 0 per ton
3- crown over 1-crown — £5 10 0 „ „
2- crown over 1-crown — £2 10 0 „ „
1-  crown — Basis
M.F. tinder 1-crown — £2 0 0 ,, „

SULTANAS
5- crown over 1-crown — £9 0 0 ,, „
4- crown over 1-crown — £6 0 0 ,, „
3- crown over 1-crown — £4 0 0 ,, „
2- crown over 1-crown — £2 0 0 ,, „
1-  crown — Basis
Plain under 1-crown — £2 0 0 , ,  „
M.F. under 1-crown — £4 0 0 ,, „

LEXIAS AND WALTHAMS 
SWEATBOX DIFFERENTIALS

6- crown over 4-crown — £3 10 0 „ „
5- crownA over 4-crown— £ 1 2  6 „ „
5-crownB over 4-crown— 15 0 „ „
4- crown — Basis
3- croftn under 4-crown— 7 6 „ „
M.F. under 4-crown — 7 6 „ „

Where districts have no 5-crown A or
5- crown B grades, the differential for 5- 
crown to be 17/6 over 4-crown.

PACKED WEIGHT BASIS
6- crown over 4-crown — £9 10 0 per ton
5-crown over 4-crown — £2 0 0 „
Seedless over 4-crown — £2 0 0 „
4- crown — Basis
3- crown and •
2- crown under 4-crown—• 10 0 „
M.F. under 4-crown — 10 0 „

APRICOTS 
Moist Pack

“Fancy”—5- crown £49 19 0 ton over “Standard” 1-cr.
4- crown 39 19 0 „ „ „ „
3- crown 29 19 0 „ 4, „ „
2- crown 21 19 0 „ „ „ „
“Choice”—5- crown £4119 0 ton over “Standard” 1-cr.
4- crown 3119 0 „  „ „ „
3- crown 2119 0 „ „ „ „
2- crown 1719 0 „ „ „ „
1- crown 3 19 0 „
“Standard”—5- crown £35 19 0 ton over “Standard” 1-cr.
4- crown 27 19 0 „ • „ „ „
3- crown 19 19 0 „
2- crown 15 19 0 „
Slabs 9 19 0 „
Plain 2 0 0 „
“Standard”—
1- crown Basis Dry Pack

£7 0 0 per ton more than Moist Pack 
Whole

A1 — £27 19 0 per ton over C Grade
A — 1719 0 per ton over C Grade
B — 919 0 per ton over C Grade
C — Basis

PEACHES
Peeled and Unpeeled

“Fancy”—
4- crown £5119 0 ton over Slabs and Plain
3- crown 4319 0 „
2- crown 33 19 0 !, ”  l  ” ”

“Choice”— , .
4-crown 43 19 0 ton over Slabs and Plain
3- crown 3919 0 „ • „  „  ,, »»
2 -crown 29 19 0 „ „ ,, >, »
1- crown 1119 0 „ „ „  ,, »

4- crown £39 19 0 ton over Slabs and Plain
3- crown 35 19 0 „ „ „ „ »
2- crown 25 19 0 „ „ „ „ »
1- crown 319 0 „ „ „ ,, »
Slabs and Plain Basis

Whole, Peeled and tJnpeeled 
A — £1519 0 per ton over C Grade
B — 719 0 per ton over C Grade
C — Basis

NECTARINES
“Fancy”—5- crown £65 19 0 ton over “Standard” 1-cr.

(Slabs and Plain)
4- crown 57 19 0 „ „ „ ,,
3- crown 47 19 0 „ „ „ „
2- crown 39 19 0 „ „ „  „
“Choice”—
5- crown 57 19 0 „ „  „ „
4- crown 49 19 0 „ „  „ „
3- crown 39 19 0 „  „  „
2- crown 3119 0 „ „ „ „
1- crown 919 0 „ „ „ „
“Standard”—
5- crown 49 19 0 „ „ „
4- crown 39 19 0 „ „ „ „
3- crown 3119 0 „ „  ,. „
2- crown 2119 0 „ „ „ „
1- crown Slabs, Plain—Basis

PEARS
“Fancy”—
4- crown £63 19 0 per ton over Plain
3- crown 53 19 0 „ „ „ „
2- crown 4519 0
“Choice”—
4- crown 5719 0
3- crown 4719 0
2- crown 3919 0
1- crown 1919 0

(cored)
Uncored 1319 0 „
“Standard”—
4- crown 47 19 0 „
3- crown 4119 0
2- crown 2919 0
1-crown 1319 0

(cored)
Uncored 919 0 „ „  „
Slabs 1319 0 „ „  „
Plain Basis

99 >9 99

99 99 99

99 9% 99

99 99 99

99 99 99

99 99 99

99 99 99 99

99 99 99 99

99 99 99 99

COMMONWEALTH DELIVERIES 
TO 30th JUNE

Variety 1950 1949
Currants 2336 1926
Sultanas 5666 4040
Lexias . t  . . 92 607
Apricots .. .. 183 254
Peaches .. 66 152
Pears 35 59
Nectarines .. 9 9 8 18
Prunes .. .. 353 239

8739 7295

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD
Operating in:

Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Red Cliffs.

PACKERS OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS

Vineyard Implements and Requisites Supplied 
Properties financed and supervised 

PROPERTY SALESMEN
Agents for :

General Accident Fire and Life Assurance Corpn. lid .
T. & G. Mutual Life Assurance Society Ltd.

EVIDENCE ON BASIC 
W AGE CASE

On Tuesday, July 25, a most com
prehensive statement relative to the 
effect on the Dried Fruits Industry if 
the claim for a £10 basic wage is granted 
will be submitted to the Arbitration 
Court by the General Secretary of the 
A.D.F.A. (Mr. R. B. Curtis). The state
ment, which has been approved by the 
Board of Management after some minor 
alterations, is an arresting document 
and should be of great interest to 
growers and their executives in the 
producing areas, together with packers 
and others associated with the indus
try. At the June meeting of the Board 
of Management, members expressed 
their appreciation of the work that Mr.

' Curtis had put into the preparation of 
the statement, particularly as he had 
but recently been appointed to his posi
tion as General Secretary.

THE 1950 FEDERAL COUNCIL
Minister of Commerce Invited

« An invitation has been extended to 
the Minister for Commerce and Agri
culture, the Hon. John McEwan, MHR, 
to open the Federal Council of the 
A.D.F.A. on 23rd November. Mr. P. H. 
Jeffrey, Chairman of the Federal Dried 
Fruits Distributors’ Association, has 
teen invited to address delegates on 
distribution matters.
As the date of the meeting has been 

altered to enable Messrs. Malloch and 
O’Donnell to be present on their return 
from overseas delegates will have the op
portunity of hearing a report on the nego
tiations with the British Government in 
the matter of increased prices under the 
contract.The Board has agreed to invite a visitor 
from each of the new soldier settlement 
areas at Loxton (S.A.) and Robinvale (Vic.) 
to attend the Council at the expense of the 
Association. «

The General Secretary, Mr. R. B. Curtis, 
46 Queen Street, Melbourne, C.l, requests 
delegates and visitors who desire him to 
arrange accommodation for them to con
tact him as soon as possible.

DRIED FRUITS BOARD (W .A .)
* Mr. Rosxnan to Retire

At the June meeting of the Western 
Australian State Dried Fruits Board, 
the Chairman (Mr. H. S. Bickford) an
nounced that Mr.. E. N. Rosman, who 
had been Secretary to the Board for 
many years, had decided to resign. 
Members of the Board paid tribute to 
the services rendered by Mr. Rosman.
To which must be added the appreciation • 

of the Industry generally, and the A.D.F.A. 
in particular. The relationship between 
the Statutory Boards and the parent body 
of the industry—the A.D.F.A.—has been 
on a serviceable basis of co-operation. A 
basis that has done much to consolidate 
the industry.Mr. Rosman is to be available for some 
six months to assist Mr. John Wade, the 
newly appointed Secretary.

At the meeting of the Board it was agreed 
to make the W.A. contribution of 5/3 per 
ton to State Boards’ administrative costs. 
The grower members«of the West Austra
lian Board are Messrs. Edgecombe, J. Duff, 
Junr., Anderson and Perich.

APPRECIATION OF THE £ 
BOOKLET

Growers may be interested to learn of 
the extent of the distribution of the booklet 
which has been jointly prepared by the 
Export Control Board and the A.D.FA.. in 
a campaign against any appreciation of 
the £. The coverage is very wide and em
braces Members of the Federal and State 
Parliaments, both town and country news
papers, Stock Exchanges, State Dried Fruits 
Boards, Packing Houses, Chambers of Manu
facturers, various Commonwealth Govern
ment Departments, Banks, Wheat and Wool 
Brokers, Dairy Suppliers, Agricultural 
Machinery Manufacturers, Canners, Textile 
Manufacturers, Tractor Manufacturers. 
Trades Unions, Wineries and Distilleries, 
Wool Buyers, Manufacturers of Woollens 
and Worsteds, all contributors to the book
let, Exporters of Sugar, Meat and Fruit, 
and ail leading and interested organisations 
throughout Australia.

i
INVES

By A. E. CAMERON, Executive Of

The annual meeting < 
fion in Melbourne recently 
district association to give 
preventive appliances..

It was reported tuat a qualified engin< 
ing in the area had prepared designs of ; 
machine which growers believed would 
improvement on those hitherto examint

Whilst some of those attending the m 
including Mildura representatives, were 
ful of the value and economic practicabi 
frost control by this means, it was agr 
make a contribution toward cost of coi 
tion of a machine conditionally upon the 
sor district also lending some financial 
ance.

American citrus journals advertise 
machines extensively. No less than 
different makes were noticed in a July 
as having claims to frost control.

One advertiser admits to a principle 
in California” but its counterpart has 
used in Australia for many years with m 
success. This will IX. news to local 
growers who have never heard of or sec 
successful use of a wind machine in Aus

MERBEIN TRIAL

The Merbein Research Station instal 
novel type of electrically-operated fan at 
bein some years ago, but were hamper 
obtaining results by an absence of frosts 
CS1RO continues this experimental wo 
the Griffith (N.S.W.) area and it is under 
that some progress has been made as a i 
of the early work at Merbein and the 
trials at Griffith.

There still seems to be some doubt ii 
minds of California growers of the com 
success of this form of frost prevention, 
chard heaters are widely used and new ; 
are constantly appearing, suggesting that 
is still big demand for the type of frost pr 
tion which has been found to he most sue 
ful so far in Australia.

Another American advertiser claims 
years’ continuous orchard operation and 
another offers protection “backed by 30 y 
experience.” No damage from the 19 
freeze, says another and it implies that 
machine saved 10 acres.

Obviously there must be something in 
method of preventing damage by frost, b 
is also obvious that it cannot have been 
pletely successful so far, or the headway t* 
have been greater.

Nevertheless, the prospects seem 
| enough to justify the support given to 

Jpper Murray movement, which may 
| something more successful than has hit!

RENMARK I 
CO-OPERA

R E

A Company Owned and Co 
for the Co-operative Pack

Packers of the W< 
——  Dried ai

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PR<
GROWERS FINANCED
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FROST PREVENTION  
I INVESTIGA TIONS

By A. E. CAMERON, Executive Officer of the Mildura and District Citrus Co-operative
Association

The annual meeting of the Victorian Central Citrus Associa
tion in Melbourne recently was requested by on Upper Murray 
district association to give some support to investigation of frost 
preventive appliances..
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It was reported tuat a qualified engineer liv- 
1 ing in the area had prepared designs of a wind 

machine which growers believed would be an 
improvement on those hitherto examined. 

Whilst some of those attending the meeting,
I including Mildura representatives, were doubt- 
I ful of the value and economic practicability of 
I frost control by this means, it was agreed to 

make a contribution toward cost of construc
tion of a machine conditionally upon the spon
sor district also lending some financial assist- 

I ance.
American citrus journals advertise wind 

I machines extensively. No less than seven 
I different makes were noticed in a July issue 
I  as having claims to frost control.
I One advertiser admits to a principle “new 
jin California” but its counterpart has been 

Bnsed in Australia for many years with marked 
auccess. This will news to local citrus

I growers who have never heard of or seen the 
successful use of a wind machine in Australia.

MERBEIN TRIAL

The Merbein Research Station installed a 
I  novel type of electrically-operated fan at Mer- 
Ibein some years ago, but were hampered in 
I  obtaining results by an absence of frosts. The 
IcSIRO continues this experimental work in 
I  the Griffith (N.S.W.) area and it is understood 
■ that some progress has been made as a result 
I  of the early work at Merbein and the later 
■ trials at Griffith.

There still seems to be some doubt in the 
minds of California growers of the complete 
success of this form of frost prevention. Or- 

I  chard heaters are widely used and new types 
I  are constantly appearing, suggesting that there 
I  is still big demand for the type of frost preven
tion  which has been found to be most success

ful so far in Australia.
Another American advertiser claims 21 

years’ continuous orchard operation and still 
I  another offers protection "backed by 30 years’
! experience.” No damage from the 1949-50 
I freeze, says another and it implies that one 
J machine saved 10 acres.

Obviously there must be something in this 
1 method of preventing damage by frost, but it 
is also obvious that it cannot have been com- 

■ pletely successful so far, or the headway would 
ihave been greater.

Nevertheless, the prospects seem good 
1 enough to justify the support given to the 

Upper Murray movement, which may have 
something more successful than has hitherto

been available. Some heavy losses have been 
suffered by grdwers up the river during the 
past years and on some occasions they would 
have been amply repaid for the expenditure 
necessary to provide protection by oil burn
ers or successful wind machines.

FRUIT FLY

The danger of the spread of the destructive 
fruit fly to Murray River districts is fully ap
preciated by the Victorian and South Aus
tralian Departments of Agriculture.

Advertisements in daily newspapers and 
warning stickers on department correspon
dence envelopes indicate that the Victorian 
authorities are launching an educational pro
gramme which should minimise the danger of 
introducing fruit fly into the citrus districts 
along the river.

In South Australia, a committee represent
ing the fruit production, processing and distri
bution organisations co-operate with the Hor
ticultural Branch in advertising the danger to 
the fruit industry.

One of their slogans is “It’s Fruit or Fruit 
Fly—You Can’t Have Both.” Colored illustra
tions of infected oranges are an impressive fea
ture of the propaganda.

BORDEAUX FOR SNAILS

Mr. F. Oidham, Orchard Supervisor of the 
New South Wales Department of Agriculture, 
recommends the use of a Bordeaux spray for 
snails at a strength of 6 lb. of bluestone, 4 lb. 
of lime to 80 gallons of water, to which has 
been added 1 pint of white oil.

This need not be applied to the whole tree, 
a fringe of 15 to *18 in. from the ground being 
sufficient. This treatment has been found to 
be effective in the control of snails, which are 
more than usually prevalent this year.

From Mr. W. I. Nankivell, Assistant Horti
cultural Research Officer of the Victorian De
partment, we have the following note on zinc 
spraying:

The usual rate of application of zinc oxide 
to citrus trees for the correction of zinc de
ficiency is 3 ltv per 100 gallons of water. Dam
age may or may not occur. Where damage 
does occur, it is almost certainly due to the 
impurities present in the zinc oxide and, if the 
zinc oxide were pure, no damage would occur.

*The use of zinc sulphate overcomes this pro
blem as the excess lime ensures that any im
purities will be in a non-harmful form.

T1
FIRST WATERING

By A. V. LYON, Officer-in-Charge of the Com* 
monwealth Research Station at Merbein.

Black Spot control is so important this 
year that some growers have expressed the 
opinion that the first irrigation should be 
earlier than usual so that there would be 
no interruption to spraying.
On the other hand, the dried fruits industry 

has declared, in a fhoroughly organised way, 
that for frost considerations, the first irriga
tion should cease at or just before August 20.

For frost, which comes in fine weather^,nd 
black spot which comes in wet weather, there 
is clearly a conflict of requirements, and it 
seems impossible to meet both needs.

The question is not a new one, as more than 
a quarter of a century ago there was a request 
iu Mildura for a Winter irrigation so that 
growers could handle black spot without inter
ruption. The date for the first irrigation was 
considered by Red Cliffs and Merbein, and will 
be known by the time these notes are printed.

There have been requests for the formulae 
for th acid iron treatment, and also for a dis
cussion on the time of application.

The preparation is 7 lb. of strong sulphuric 
acid, 20 lb. sulphate of iron, to 10 galls, of 
water. Strong sulphuric can bite very hard, 
and great care is necessary.

It is best to dissolve the sulphate of iron in 
very hot water, and then pour the acid in, from 
a glass or earthenware container, in a very 
thin stream.

Early applications of Bordeaux, for which 
some people like double strength if put on be
fore the leaves have unfolded, is useful, but 
not a substitute for acid-iron. Most growers, 
however, have expressed their intention of de
pending on the Bordeaux.

IM PROVEMENT OF 
PRUNE TREES

At the last meeting of the New South 
Wales Dried Fruits Board, Dr. Bowman, 
Special Fruit Officer (Research) at
tended the meeting and discussed the 
question of premature drop of D’Agen 
prunes of the M.I.A. Dr. Bowman men
tioned that the results of his investi
gations had been published in the Agri
cultural Gazette o f  January and Feb
ruary, 1950.
The tabulated results given on Page 96 

of the February Gazette were presented 
and discussed in the following terms:

As a result of pruning tests in 1947, 
pruned trees showed much less defoliation 
during an attack of leaf rust in February, 
1948, than the unpruned trees. The suc
ceeding spring revealed the fact that two 
trees failed to grow of the 60 which were 
pruned, but 25 died out of a similar number 
which had not been, pruned. Prunii g re
duced the premature drop in the crop from 
28% to 16% and improved the yield from
4-ton dry weight per acre to 2 tons.

The explanation of these results for gen
eral application in the M.I.A. lies in the 
tact that old prune trees are affected with 
Cytospora die-back and that when adverse 
influences such as heat-wave or poor irri
gation and cultural practices prevail trees 
become reduced in vigor, show premature 
drop and reduced yields. When rust super
venes on this disease, trees are in danger of dying.

As die-back seems to be spread through 
all old trees, it is fundamental to realise 
that they are diseased and that improved 
practices are required to alleviate the more 
serious effects of the disease. This disease 
was receiving the attention of the resident 
Fathologist as the present position is that 
there is no control for this important 
disease.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Dr. Bowman stated that the recommen

dations from the investigations are:
(1) OLD TREES—The recommended de

tails of improved irrigation, soil manage
ment and pruning have been given in tne 
articles referred to. It was also pointed 
out that old trees constitute a risky propo
sition owing to their diseased condition, 
and that young plantings should be plenr^d 
to replace them.

(2) YOUNG TREES—The need for im
proved practices also applied to young trees 
in order that the inevitable seciuence of 
events which occurred in the old trees may 
be postponed as long as possible. There
fore, improved practices for young trees 
have also been discussed in the. articles.

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED

R E N M A R K

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 
for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fru ts

Packers of the Well-known “ARK” Brand 
------Dried and Fresh Fruit-------

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST
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Review o f Research Advisory Committee DORM ANT SPRAYS

By A. V. LYON, Officer-in-Charge of the Commonwealth Research Station at Merbein.

The Advisory Committee of the Merbein Research Station 
formerly held two meetings in each year. The number of mem
bers, however, has grown steadily over the 32 years since the 
forerunner of the Committee, the Mildura District Research Com
mittee was formed.

The full committee of more than 20 mem
bers now includes representatives of State De
partments of Agriculture and Water Supply; 
and meets once a year.

The Executive of the Advisory Committee, 
which comprises all grower members, also 
meets once a year; and there was a very com
plete attendance at the meeting held on July 
12.

Consideration was given to the possibility of 
reducing the size of the committee. On exam
ining the basis of representation, it was found 
that the numbers grew because an increasing 
number of industry organisations applied for 
membership.

The Executive decided to make no change, 
considering that it was advisable for the vari
ous primary producers’ organisations to have 
direct linkage with the Research Station; and 
it was noted also that the record of attend
ance of delegates was exceptionally high and 
interest had been maintained ever since the 
Station had been established.

The application of the Robinvale settlers for 
representation on the committee was approved. 
It was decided to hold a meeting of the full 
committee in November; and that a review 
of the present work of the Station would be 
the principal business.

R E C L A M A T I O N  W O R K S
For many years there has beeii general re

cognition of the necessity for agricultural 
drainage in the horticultural areas of the mid
dle and lower Murray. The present position, 
and the required extensions, were discussed 
by the Executive of the Advisory Committee 
at their recent meeting.

The comprehensive drainage system of the 
Mildura cRstrict was the forerunner of many 
similar systems, on Mallee soils of similar en
vironment to Mildura. Exceptions are Wai- 
kerie, and probably Loxton, where the drain
age water can be absorbed into deep seated 
limestone.

Present discussions are centred at Renmark, 
in which district the Mildura system does not 
apply. Settlements situated on Murray River 
flats, including t4ie major part of Renmark, 
Lyrup, Curlwaa and parts of Berri, have not 
exhibited acute salting such as quickly comes 
on Mallee soil; and have up-to-date been able 
to persist without organised community drain
age. Seepage and salt, however, are known 
to affect productivity markedly in some parts 
of those settlements; and in post-war years, 
consideration has been given to the form of 
drainage applicable to the settlements on river 
flats.

Most of these settlements have considerable 
areas which are water logged; and all of them 
have major soil types with a feeble response 
to agricultural tile drainage. Similar troubles 
exist in many important areas irrigated for 
pastures, including Cohuna, Kerang, and the 
Swan Hill flats, in all of which reclamation is 
now being intensively discussed.

CONTROL OF COUCH GRASS
At the present time, arsenical weed

killers are the only ones available which 
will kill couch grass, states Mr. H. E. 
Orchard, Weeds Adviser. Three pounds of 
arsenic pentoxide (obtainable in 20 lb. tins 
at 1/3 per lb.), mixed with five gallons of 
wrater and sprayed on to the green couch 
grass growth during February and March, 
w’ill kill this weed.

Arsenic pentoxide is poisonous to stock, 
hence animals should be kept off the 
treated areas either until a good rain has 
fallen (when the weed is definitely dead, 
allow at least three weeks) or until water 
has been poured over the sprayed areas to 
wash remaining poison into the soil. Re
spray re-growth (if any) as soon as it is 
noticed.

The arsenical type weed-killers will, if 
applied at all heavily (and such is usually 
necessary to completely kill couch grass), 
cause temporary sterilisation of the treated 
area. The period of time during which the 
gtertle condition remains, of course, depends 
upon the amount of weedicide applied, the 
soil type (longer in heavy soils), and the 
rainfall recorded after the treatment is 
applied.

D R A I N A G E  BY  BORES
A form of drainage which may be possible 

for the Renmark district is now being investi
gated. The deep seated strata, to a little more 
than 200 'feet, was examined by boring. At 
below this depth, artesian 'water, under suffi
cient pressure to rise to the surface, was en
countered; and for this reason strata at this 
depth proved unsuitable for drainage and water 
disposal.

However, sand aquifers bearing underground 
•w’ater were encountered in two horizons, one 
ending at 50 feet and the other at about 80 
feet, this latter one being of coarse sand four 
feet in thickness.

It was decided to construct and develop a 
bore, fitted with special screens- so that water 
could enter. The screens replace the casing 
in the horizons at which the water bearing 
sands are encountered.

Special measures are necessary to withdraw 
the finer sands, and to leave the coarse sand 
to maintain the structure of the sand horizon, 
as it is necessary to prevent the sand from 
caving in. An air compressor at high pressure 
was used as an air pump for about two hours; 
and this removed the fine particles so that 
when a pump was used clear water was 
obtained.

i ~  ^  . i-Tw-vr-Tr r'T ’

FROST ALARM WARNINGS
Further to some notes in this issue we 

set out a more recent report of the matter 
of post office telephone exchange warnings 
to growers listed by Frost Clubs.

In a letter to Mr. L. Fernee, president of 
the Red Cliffs and Cardross Frost Club, 
following representations via Mr. Turnbull, 
MHR, the PMG the Hon. H. L. Anthony. 
MHR, stated that his decision to order the 
continuance of the service was based on 
the fact that it had been of great value 
to the growers. He stated that there seemed 
no reason to suddenly discontinue some
thing that had worked well for some 20 
years during which the Department had 
not been called upon to accept any re
sponsibility for frost losses that might have 
been due to isolated mechanical failures. 
He emphasised that the continuance of the 
arrangement would be on the obvious basis 
that the telephone service was given as 
gesture to assist primary producers over 
difficult seasonal dangers involving loss of 
production, and that the department could 
not be held responsible in the event of 
failure of warning.

DECISION APPRECIATED
This decision is appreciated by growers, 

more so for the fact that it is the obvious 
and sensible attitude to a case stated by 
the ADFA in conjunction with the Frost 
Clubs. It is an instance of the prerogative 
of any section of the community to appeal 
to the relative Minister where departmental 
action is considered harsh to the extent of 
danger to production . . .  in this instance 
with success. It is unfortunate that the 
previous PMG did not see the matter in the 
same way to the extent of solving a very 
simple matter that carriers no problems for 
the Department, but means much to that 
unfortunate section of growers on areas 
subject to frost devastation.

By A. V. LYON, M. Ag.Sc.
We still have enquiries concerning the 

sprays which may be needed for vines at the 
dormant period. The acid-iron swab for Black 
Spot has been given recently (7 lb strong sul
phuric, 20 lb. sulphate of iron, 10 gallons 
water); and the care in handling was stressed. 
The purpose of this treatment is to kill the 
fungus in the scars on the cane, and prevent 
spore formation. It is curative, and can give 
the vines a clean start.

The second treatment is Bordeaux and this 
spray is preventive. There is a practice ol 
using Bordeaux, sometimes at double strength, 
before the leaves come out; and the value is 
attributed to the splashing of the fungicide 
on to new or unfolding leaves should rain fall 
at this early period. Bordeaux is not a substi
tute for acid-iron, and its usage is more popu
lar, as a semi-dormant spray, only because it 
is cheaper and easier to handle. The new 
leaves unfold usually clear of spray material; 
and in any wet Spring the leaves need protec
tion just as they come out. The frequency of 
Bordeaux spraying after the leaves come out 
depends on the season, but there is so much 
Black Spot infection this year that at least one 
early spray should be applied in case there are 
September rains.

Young vine leaves “burn” very easily with 
Bordeaux, particularly with the alkaline Bor
deaux. Burning can be reduced by using a neu
tral mixture, which is obtained by adding 
copper sulphate solution after the “pink test" 
has been obtained.

D O R M A N T  L I M E  S U L P H U R
Spraying the lime-sulphur (one in ten) has 

increased in recent years, because damage 
from mites has been prevalent. Erinose has 
been in the dried fruit areas for many years; 
and the present run of seasons seems to favour 
its development. The early bad attacks are 
usually found on gordos, and there have been 
many cases where so many of the leaves are 
lost that yield and particularly quality have 
been adversely affected. The dormant spray, 
strong lime sulphur, gives the most complete 
control, as the solution can be used much 
stronger than the Spring sprays after the leaves 
come out. The lime-sulphur spray at foliage 
strength is one gallon of liquid lime-sulphur to 
40 gallons of water. The purpose of this 
spray is for erinose, in cases where dormant 
sprays were not applied or the erinose has ap
peared subsequently.

Lime-sulphur as a foliage spray is not popu
lar, because it is known to have an adverse 
effect on leaves. However, the effect of erinose I 
is much worse, and so lime-sulphur becomes | 
ncessary. One feature of erinose is the irregu
larity of its attacks, the damage being much 
greater in some seasons than in others. Al
though it is usual to discuss erinose in con
nection with gordos, this mite does attack all 
our vine varieties, though on the whole to a 
milder extent.

Strong lime-sulphur at the dormant period 
is also being used by those vine growers who 
had the unidentified “shoot restriction disease."

F R O S T
The recommendations contained in King’s 

booklet “Frost Control” are due for attention-1 
at this time of the year. The recommenda
tions, excepting orchard heating, may be re
lied upon to give a measure of safety, with I  
orchard heating when temperatures fall below 
safe limits.

The first recommendation applies to irriga
tion, and states that for the major dried fruits 
areas the first general irrigation should, as 
far as is practicable, be completed by 20th 
September. Arrangements for major dried 
fruit areas have been made accordingly. There 
is definitely an element of chance in arrang
ing irrigation to fit the frost. September 20th 
has been selected because early frosts in many 
years have done partial damage only; and also 
to avoid late September frosts on land that 
has not been: watered at all, and on which 
the maximum damage to vines can occur.

Cultivation during the period of frost dam
age is avoided, as soil disturbance in any fl 
form increases the probabilities of frost dam- ■  
age. Cover crops are known to increase the 
losses from frost, and are ploughed under for 
the September frost period before the .irriga
tion is taken. Control of weeds by means other 
than cultivation is also mentioned.

The most recent recommendation is that of 
rolling the soil in frost danger areas. Evidence 
is necessarily limited at present, but tempera
tures 2 to 4 deg. F. higher on rolled land than 
on unrolled land were obtained in South Aus
tralia in the Spring of 1948. The above mea
sures have been extremely useful, and oil
burning is limited to the cases of more extreme 
falls in temperature.

Vol 25, No. II.

THE A
CSIRO TO INVE 

GOVERNMENT AS
Below we set out < 

the August meeting of 
In other pages more coi 
Absent from the meetir 
nell who haye been gra 
Industry in the negot 
officials.

SUPPLIES
The Board, having been informi 

decision to oppose the replacenn 
existing bounty system to Australia 
turers of tractors by tariff protectio 
brought to the notice of those Fe< 
bers of Parliament representing 
areas, decided that the Associatioi 
should be placed before the Tariff

With a view to keeping the cost i 
of ammonia to growers at an abs* 
mum, it was decided that the Gen 
tary should investigate the extent 
and local production with their rel 
and subsidies, if any, and report to 
at its next meeting.

PRODUCTION
The estimated pack at the 14th Au 

compared with estimates at the ti 
last two Board meetings, showed tha 
tonnage had continued to drop. Y 
the 19th April, 1950, the pack was 
at 65,700 tons, and at 16th June, 191 
58,190 tons, the latest pack estimate 
57,594 ons. Tonnages, analysed by i 
varieties, were shown to be: —

State of
Production. Currants. Sultanas. Li 
Victoria & NSW

(River Murray) 7,096 37,340 2,6
South Australia . 3,713 4,720 2
NSW (MIA) — —
West. Australia . 1,517 198

12,326 42,258 3,0

Reporting on the action by the 
the matter of frost prevention, the 
stated that a further 500 copies of tli 
tion booklet, “Frost Control in t 
Fruits Areas” (by King) had been d 
to growers.

Satisfaction was expressed that 
master-General, following repres 
made through the ADFA and Mr. \ 
Turnbull, M.H.R., had decided that 
ing system of frost warnings throi 
telephone exchanges should continm

PROCESSING
A report prepared by Mr. R. E. Mo 

trical  ̂ and Mechanical Engineer ol 
outlining the methods which he reco 
should be adopted to improve the p 
methods of packing houses, and a c 
letter forwarded to C.S.I.R.O. emboc 
views of the ADFA sub-committee, i 
mitted for consideration. Mr. Morse 
tatlon, visited the Board meeting


