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Mr. R. Bryant Curtis, General Secretary-Manager (left) and Mr. W. J. Kirwin, 
Board member, (right) who retired from the Industry at the conclusion of Federal 
Council 1973. 

Our picture shows them standing in front of one of the displays at Council. 
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It has been suggested that I should write an Editorial for t 
have agreed. And in doing so I wish to comment on the new jo 
Secretary-Manager and to emphasise the essential need for lnd 

"Dried Fruits News" 
This is the first issue in the new series of "Dried Fruits News" and has been produced at the 

direct request of the Federal Council 1973. 

The issue of a journal such as this involves quite consider.able cost and is also time-consuming 
to the executive staff who must prepare copy and discuss publication details with our printers. 
However, the costs are not really important providing growers really wish to receive the journal. 
Your reaction will decide whether further issues should be published and your comments to Board 
members are requested. 

On this occasion distribution has been made with the assistance of Packing Companies. The 
cost of posting the journal to all growers would be in the vicinity of $600 per issue and will add 
considerably to the overall costs. Again , however, this is a decision that you members must make. 
The assistance of Packing Companies is gratefully acknowledged. 

General Secretary-Manager 
To those members who have not already met our new General Secretary-Manager I introduce 

Mr. L. P. (Laurie) Burgess. Laurie has been with the Association for the past ten years and is 
already well-known to many of you. 

Before joining The A.D.F.A. he had a varied career, mostly in administration. Back in 1936-37, 
as a lad, he worked for two years on a vineyard. Those were the days of cincturing and hot caustic 
dips. He also received a fairly solid grounding in sciences, with botany as a particular interest. So 
we can assume that he knows something of what happens on a vineyard - as well as knowing what 
does happen in the office. 

I welcome him as General Secretary-Manager and hope he enjoys many successful years with 
us. 

Industry unity 
It appears that. once again, we are about to be the target of criticisms and comments by people 

who wish to change the structure of the Dried Fruits Industry to their own particular design. 
I would ask that. before giving too much credence to these people, you ascertain how closely 

they are involved in the Dried Fruits Industry and how deep is their knowledge of Industry 
marketing and finance. Your present Board members, and the members of its Committees, are all 
closely involved in the Industry and have a personal (vested if you wish) interest in working 
towards its prosperity. The future of the Board as Dried Fruit growers or packers is inseparable 
from that of the Industry. · 

The board is not, and has never been, adverse to change, but the changes to be made must 
be motivated from within and n·ot enforced from outside by people in pursuit of their own particular 
industry politico philosophy. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association has represented the Dried Fruits Industry for the past 
70 years. It is an effective organisation, acting solely to the needs of obtaining, over the long-term, 
the best possible returns to growers. Despite what our critics might say this is a growers' 
organisation. 
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Chairman. 
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BILL KIRWIN RETIRES 
Federal Council 1973 saw the retirement of Mr. W. J. (Bill) 

Kirwin from The AD.FA Board of Management and from active 
participation in Industry affairs. 

Mr. Kirwin served as a member of The A.D.F.A. Board of 
Management from 1966-1973 and. prior to that. had contributed 
greatly in diverse ways to the welfare of the Industry for many 
years. He was for many years Secretary, and later Treasurer, of 
the Merbein Dried Fruit Growers· Union A.D.F.A. and was for 9 
years a member of the Australian Dried Fruits Control Board. 

As a Board member he was Board representative on the Plant 
Research Laboratory Advisory Committee. The A.D.FA Salinity 
Committee and The AD.FA Viticultural Nursery Committee. 
This latter position he considered almost a personal project and 
his contribution towards the success of the Nursery is recorded 
with appreciation. 

We wish Bill all the best in his retirement. 

Uniform Sulphuring 
Which type of sulphur house produces the most uniformly 

sulphured fruit - plastic tents, fibro houses. or solid 
construction houses? 

Mr. Don McBean. Principal Research Scientist. C.S.I.R.O .. 
advises that. providing the houses are adequately sealed and 
free of tears, cracks or other means of admitting excess air. all 
methods are equally efficient. 

In the next issue of the "Australian Dried Fruits News," which 
will be distributed in December. there will be a full report by Mr. 
McBean. in conjunction with Messrs. M. W. Miller, A A. Johnson 
and J. I. Pitt on sulphuring and the efficiency of sulphur houses. 

Frost damage to vines 
Heavy frosts during the week ending 21st September 

seriously damaged approximately 1.000 acres of Sultana v ines in 
the Cardross and south-east Red Cliffs area and caused lesser 
damage in other areas. Production losses are estimated at 
approximately 2,000 tons. 

Unfortunately, some of the properties worst affected are those 
which also suffered hail losses in Season 1970. As they would 
have also been affected by the general rains of Seasons 1969 
-and 1971 this will be the fourth year in succession in which 
these growers have suffered production losses. 

Isolated pockets of frost also affected individual properties in 
the riverland districts of South Australia. The extent of damage is 
not yet known. although on some properties damage is 
estimated as high as 75 per cent. 

Overseas Sultana prices 
The Raisin Bargaining Association of Fresno. California. has 

announced a field price of $US782 per long ton to growers for 
T.S.R. F.O.B. prices are yet to be announced. 

Latest reports from London indicate that new season's Turkish 
and Greek crops are being offered at. F.O.B .. 

Turkish No. 10. $US1,016 
Greek No. 2. $US1,036. 

On the present conversion rate the above prices are in excess 
of $A690. per long ton. 
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Department acts to protect vine 
industry 

Traveller fined for importing plants 
In the Broadmeadows Maoistrate's Court in June last. a man 

was fined $300 for attempting to import, illegally, live plant 
material. He was also ordered to pay $448.60 costs . 

Mr. R. S. Harper. chief quarantine officer (plants) for Victoria 
said that this case should serve as a warning to others who might 
contemplate such action. 

A fruit and vinegrower of lrymple. Victoria. returning from 
Yugoslavia, was intercepted during inspection by customs and 
quarantine officers at the Tullamarine International Airport. He 
was later found guilty of attempting to import grapevines and 
grafted and rooted grapevines without a permit. 

Mr Harper said that the attempted introduction of any plant 
material was dangerous. but commercial fruit varieties such as 
grapevines were especially so. They cou ld lead to the 
introduction of major insect pests and diseases not present in 
Australia such as virus diseases. These diseases. if introduced. 
could bring economic disaster to fruit growing industries. 

Mr Harper said that the introduction of living plants into 
Australia except by Government authority was prohibited. Plants 
imported under permit were fumigated with methyl bromide 
upon arrival. This el iminated the risk of introduction of insects. 
The plants were then requi red to remain for at least one growing 
season in an approved quarantine area. during which time they 
were thoroughly examined by a quarantine officer and a plant 
pathologist for the presence of diseases. In the case of 
commercial fruit tree varieties a post-entry quarantine period of 
two growing seasons could be required. 

As a result of these procedures Australia was singularly free of 
many major insect pests and diseases of ornamental p lants and 
commercial fruit t rees. Before entering Australia, migrants and 
tourists were thoroughly briefed on quarantine requirements and 
were required to sign a declaration that no prohibited imports 
were in their possession. 

VALE 

·Sir Eugene Gorman 
It is with deep regret that we record the death in Melbourne on 

20-7-1973 of Sir Eugene Gorman. K.B.E.. M.C .. Q.C .. at the age 
of 82 years. 

With a brill iant career in law and a wide and varied interest in 
other fields. it was as Chairman of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Control Board from 1956-1968 that Sir Eugene wil l be best 
remembered by Dried Fruits growers. 

It was during his Chairmanship that the International Sultana 
Agreement was negotiated and, whi le the agreement has 
collapsed in respect to price and marketing control. its members 
still meet annually to discuss international industry problems. 
While its members continue to meet. the possibility of reviving 
the Agreement will stay. 

Delegates to Federal Council all remember with delight the 
studied dramatics of Sir Eugene's addresses to Council when 
even the mundane was projected as new and vital .information. 

He will be remembered with appreciation by this Industry for 
many, many years. 
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The resolutions of Federal Council 1973 
The following resolutions were passed by delegates at the 1973 Federal Council of The 

Australian Dried Fruits Association held in Melbourne on July 11th-13th last, and are now 
receiving the attention of the Board of Management. 

Rural Reconstruction Scheme 
That the Board of Management request the Federal 

Government for a special Rural Reconstruction Scheme for the 
Dried Fruits Industry to cover both debt reconstruction and farm 
build-up. 

Irrigation Systems 
That the Board of Management appoint a Special Committee 

to prepare. and put a submission to. the State Governments of 
New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia for long-term low 
1nterest loans for the installation of sprinkler or other methods 
capable of uniform application for the irrigation of established. 
owner-operated horticultural proper:ties along the Murray River. 
This Special Committee to include one grower member each 
from Victoria, South Australia and New South Wales and at least 
one Board member. 

Harvest Labour 
That an approach be made by the Board of Management to the 

Minister for Immigration. through the Department of Labour and 
Industry, to make provision for an intake of unskilled migrant 
labour to cater for the needs of rural industries. 

Social Service Benefits 
That the Board of Management oppose the policy of payment 

of Social Service benefits to able-bodied unemployed persons 
during the period when seasonal work is available and rejected 
by those persons. 

Grower Representation on 
Statutory Authority 

That this Federal Council requests the Board o f Management 
to resist any attempt by the Federal Government to lower the 
grower representation on any existing statutory board and to 
maintain the principle of grower control on any projected board 
or authority. 

Single Marketing Authority 
That this Federal Conference endorses continuing Board 

investigations into devising a scheme. including a single 
marketmg authority if thought desirable. with the object of 
having control of marketing of all varieties of dried fruits on all 
markets. 

Natural Sultanas -
Production and Processing 

That there be research into the problems of drying naturals on 
the vine. and off the vine. and the maximum moisture content at 
which they can be packed. 

Natural Sultanas -
Separate Pool 

That the Board of Management consider separating 
dehydrated Natural Sultanas and sun-dried Natural Sultanas into 
separate pools for the 1974 Season. 

Salt Creek Root Stocks 
That the Board of Management consider the 1ssue of at least 

ten cuttings of Salt Creek stock to such growers who wish to 
propagate their own supplies of replacement vines. 
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Aerial Survey -
Reserve Bank Assistance 

That Federal Council , through the Board of Management. 
approach the Reserve Bank for support to conduct aerial surveys 
of vine plantings in South Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales. 

Tree Fruits -
Early Seasonal Deliveries 

That the Board of Management investigate means of assisting 
A.D.F.A. Packers in making earlier deliveries of Dried Tree 
Fruits to meet the competition of outside packers. 

S.tabilisation Varietal Differentials . 
That the Board of Management request the Bureau of 

Agricultural Economics to review the difference between the 
base price declared for Sultanas and Raisins having regard to-

(a) the factual information now available from C.S.I.R.O. on 
drying ratios in relation to degrees Beaume or Brix; 

(b) the date when the picking of Raisin varieties should be 
completed so that a good quality Raisin can be produced. 

1112 oz. Sultanas 

That the Board of Management critically examine the 1 Y2 oz. 
packet operation with the view of increasing retail price to a 
realistic level, and to ensuring that equity to all growers is 
established. 

Commonwealth Marketing policy 

This .Federal Council supports the. Board of Management in its 
efforts to combine promotion with actual selling and. to this end. 
requests the Board to continue its discussions with Agents so as 
to improve all-round marketing efficiency. 

In the event of arrangements being completed which are 
acceptable to the Board and to Agents that the necessary 
changeover be effected as quickly as possible so that it is in full 
pperation by the commencement of Season 197 4. 

Industry Promotion -
Mildura Premises 

That this Federal Council supports the concept ot"an industry 
centre based at Mildura. That the sub-committee of the Board of 
Management and the Executive Committee of Sunraysia District 
Council meet without any further undue delay to come to finality 
on this matter. · 

Publication- "Journal" 
That Federal Council requests the Board of Management to 

implement the publication of an A.D.F.A. Journal to be circulated 
to all Dried Fruit growers. Publication of the Journal to be 
preferably monthly, but not less than quarterly. 

Organising Officer 

That the Board of Management give consideration to the 
appointment of an A.D.F.A. organiser to inform growers of the 
value of orderly marketing and A .D.F.A. ideals. 
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DRYING GREEN MAINTENANCE 

AVOID GRIT PENALTIES 

by H. A. Eddie, A.A.T.A. 
(Senior Grader, Victorian Dried Fruits Board). 

Although drying greens have always been an important area of a horticultural property 
it is only in later years that increased emphasis has been placed on maintenance and 
hygiene of these areas. 

In earlier times the drymg area was often positioned on land 
that was not suitable for planting. This oould have been because 
it was situated on either light sandy highland which could not be 
irrigated, or lowland that was subject to seepage. The long-term 
effect, in many instances. has been that drying greens have 
become problem areas contributing to the incidence of gnt 
contamination of fruit. 

In more recent times more thought has been given to the 
positioning of the drying areas on newly-planted properties and 
this has somewhat alleviated the problem for these growers. 

The introduction of grit penalties on fruit deliveries to packing 
houses has caused growers to re-assess their methods of drying 
area maintenance required to bring these areas to acceptable 
and trouble-free standards. 

It is no longer considered satisfactory to allow winter growth to 
run wild and then burn-off in the mid-Summer. or to scrape the 
drying area down to a bare surface. While this may look neat this 
type of preparation will mostly result in a dust-bowl with the 
amount of traffic the area has to carry. · 

In the past some growers have used dried fruits refuse (stems 
and leaf mulch) to bind the topsoil between racks, but th1s 
practice is contrary to State Dried Fruits Boards' regulations and 
has been stopped. Entomologists advise that this procedure is 
likely to create a source of infestation and, thus, packers have 
been advised not to supply growers with packing house refuse 
for this purpose. 

One of the most common methods of preparation is to allow. 
or encourage, winter growth and then slash or mow the area 
prior to harvest. This method gives a binding cover to the 
surface and is quite satisfactory provided there has been 
sufficient weed growth during winter. One of the disadvantages 
is that some short weed stubble (particularly Mustard Weed) 
remain and these can cause damage to Sisalkraft or plastic 
ground sheetings. Another. and probably more serious 
disadvantage with this method. is that Californian Puncture Weed 
(Caltrop) and Three Cornered Jack (Spiny Emex) grow too low to 
the ground to be slashed or mown and, if not hand weeded, 
picked up and removed, will spread rapidly over the whole area 
presenting a large scale problem which can only be overcome by 
the use of weedicide. This, in turn, can have the effect of 
reversing the object of the exercise by changing the area back 
into a dust-bowl. 

Some growers have fully grassed drying areas (mainly with 
couch grass) and have installed irrigation points or portable 
low-level sprinklers to encourage good growth. This method 
requires only a light slashing prior to harvest and binds the 
surface well. Fire could be a risk. but with due care this should 
not occur. 

It may be tempting to use a grassed, or weed covered. drying 
area as a feeding and tethering place for farm animals (horses. 
cows. goats and sheep), however. it must be realised that. as well 
as the risk of contaminating the dried fruit (reme mber it is a food 
product) with animal droppings. havmg the animals eat down the 
grass defeats the object of growing the grass to slash down to 
add a protective binding cover to the ground. 
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With the advent of trellis-drying growers may use drying areas 
to a lesser extent than in previous years, but if these areas are to 
be used at all then maintenance should be continued to ensure 
that they will be of a satisfactory standard when the time comes 
for their use. 

Of course, there are many other sections of the drying and 
handling area that need the same careful planning and 
thoughtful maintenance to keep grit levels in the dried fruits 
down to acceptable levels. 

Bulk dipping has been the most common dipping practice for 
many years and all growers should now be aware of the need to 
have a well designed tray for removal of sediment from the 
bottom of the dip tank (this should be done at least once each 
day), together with the regular removal of any loose material 
which may float on the surface of the dip mixture. 

Rack spraying is now a widely used practice and with care can 
help to keep grit levels quite low. Collection and re-use of the 
spray material is becoming more popular. If this method it to be 
used some type of filter should be incorporated in the collection 
system to ensure that only clean solution is returned to the spray 
tank for re-cycling. 

Dip tins should be kept in a clean condition and washed when 
necessary to prevent grit being added to the dip or rack. Careful 
handling of both empty and full tins in the vineyard will minimise 
the entry of grit through the tin perforations. 

Care must also be exercised when fruit is shaken from the 
racks, whether it is to be spread on to ground sheets or placed in 
a bin dryer for finishing off. 

It cannot be stressed too often that "Prevention is Better Than 
Cure". It is much easier for growers to control the grit level in 
their dried fruit by careful and thoughtful handling than it is for 
packers to try and remove excess grit by the costly and time 
consuming methods of extra handling and washing. 

State Dried Fruits Boards' inspectors visit many properties 
each year to check that suitable standards of hygiene are 
maintained on and around drying areas. Growers whose drying 
areas do not meet the requirements are instructed to carry out 
necessary work to bring the area up to standard. A further 
inspection is then carried out to ensure that attempts have been 
made to follow the inspectors' instructions. Growers should be 
aware that these inspections do take place and should have their 
properties maintained in a suitable manner at all times. 

It is evident. from an inspection of many properties. that most 
growers are conscious of the need for better drying green 
preparation and hygiene. However. with the advent of more 
stringent health food standards which Australian fruit will have to 
meet in the near future there can be no slackening off in the 
standards required from all dried fruits producers. 

Remember! That small but very important part of your 
property 

"The Drying Green" 
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Metric Conversion Headache or Help? 
As we reluctantly face the inevitable, and wonder why it couldn't have been postponed 

at least until our children had taken over the reins, metrification creeps closer. To the man 
on the land this is a total change and there is not one standard that he will not have to 
re-learn. (If there is one, ·I can't think of it). 

Celsius is already with us, and the scale between hot and cold 
becomes so small that local temperature variations are no longer 
shown on weather charts. And it was much more impressive to 
say " It reached 110 deg. at our place today." 43 deg. C doesn't 
sound half so good. 

The chemical industry is now changing over and soon growers 
will be spraying at so many g or I or ml per ha instead of oz 
(weight or fluid) to the acre. Ho-Hum. 

Dried Fruits 
Consumer Packs. The Industry has accepted the 

recommendations (it had no choice) of the Standing Committee 
on Packaging and will adopt the following sizes:-

500 grams in lieu of 1 lb (454 g). 

375 grams in lieu of 12 oz (340 g). 

Rgure 1 : The relationship between metric and imperial units of 
weight and land area. (Note that the symbol for square metre is 
m2). 

1 kilogram = 2.20 (2 1/5) lb. 

~r--------------------100m------------------~ 

i" 63.6 m -------~ 

1 acre - 4047 m2 
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250 grams in lieu of 8 oz (228 g). 

200 grams in lieu of 6 oz (168 g). 

A.D.F.A. Australian prices for Season 1974 will be issued in 
both imperial and metric weights, after which it is expected that 
consumer packs will be changed completely to metric. 

Bulk fruit. Beginning with Season 1975 Dried Vine Fruit 
Packers will pack Sultanas and Raisins at 15 kilograms and 
Currants at 12112 kg using the existing size cartons. 

No decision has yet been made for Dried Tree Fruits and 
Prunes, but, unless a change in carton size is contemplated, 
these are almost certain to be packed at 12V2 kg., although some 
variation may be necessary for Pears. 

On Coats. Despite frequent protestations by Government 
spokesmen that conversion to metric will not increase 
commodity costs. some increase in costs, or reduction in 
realisation, is inevitable. Particularly for those industries heavily 
dependent on export markets. 

For instance, Sultanas are now packed at 35 lb per carton, or 
64 cartons to the long ton. At 15 kg (33.07 lbs) per carton it will 
take 68 cartons (67. 73 to be exact) to pack the same amount of 
fruit. And, apart from this immediate on-cost there will be an 
increase in handl ing costs and shipping freights, the latter being 
based on cubic capacity. As, in a year of normal production. 
some 65,000 tons of Sultanas are exported, those four extra 
cartons per ton become quite significant. 

Farm Management 
It is in the fields of farm management and viticulture practices 

that growers will find the greatest difficulties. 

Acres. yards, pounds and pints are out and in will come 
hectares (2 .47 acres approximately) metres (39.37 inches) 
kilograms (2.2 lbs approximately) and litres ( 1.76 pints 
approximately). 

And when you relax afterwards, that 7 oz beer becomes a 200 
millilitre glass. The conversion doesn 't affect the 0.5 
breathalyser level. 

The graphics tell the story better than words. 

Acknowledgements: 
Figures 1 and 2 - S.A. Journal of Agriculture- J. S. Potter. 

Table 1 - Mallee Horticulture Digest - Andrew Gyles. 

Postage 
While on the subject of metrics it is interesting to know that 

the Treasurer has advised that the basic letter rate of 7 cents will 
be unchanged . However. the basic letter weight will be 20 . 
grams. instead of 1 oz. 

As 20 g is slightly less than 3,4 oz we know who will be the 
winner. 

Ftgure 2 : Me1ft<: bags wtll be JUSI as heavy to ca rry as the old ones. 
t :• l•r.•u• •rr· leu r . . I. hn•P'• u ·r· l r-nnr . 

Sl 1 ' 1 - l tl'll( l~l 'll\11 
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Table 1 

Conversion of imperial rates per acre to metric rates per hectare 

n oz/ac ' ml/ha 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

70 

140 

210 

280 

350 

420 

490 

560 

630 

700 

770 

840 

910 

980 

1050 

11 20 

1190 

1260 

1330 

1400 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

1/ha 

1.4 

2.8 

4.2 

5.6 

7.0 

8.4 

9.8 

11.2 

12.6 

14.0 

gal/ac 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

11 

22 

34 

45 

56 

67 

79 

90 

101 

112 

225 

337 

449 

561 

674 

786 

898 

1010 

1123 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

70 

140 

210 

280 

350 

420 

490 

560 

630 

700 

770 

840 

910 

980 

1050 

1120 

lb/ ac \ kg/ha 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

1.1 

2.2 

3.4 

4.5 

56 

67 

7.8 

9.0 

10.1 

11 0 

22.0 

34.0 

45.0 

560 

67.0 

79.0 

90 0 

101 0 

112.0 

I. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

125 

251 

376 

502 

627 

753 

878 

1004 

1129 

1254 

1380 

1505 

1631 

1756 

1882 

2007 

2133 

2258 

2384 

2509 

t/ha 

0 .13 

0.25 

0.38 

0.50 

0.63 

0.75 

0.88 

1.00 

1.13 

1.25 

1.38 

1.50 

1.63 

1.76 

1.88 

2.01 

2.13 

2.26 

2.38 

2.51 

lon/ac \ t/ha 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

20 
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Budget Speech - Extracts of interest 
Depreciation 

There is a variety o f concessions subsid isi ng capital 
expenditures or encouraging otherwise uneconomic investment 
that the Government has decided to end. 

The investment allowances for primary production plant allow 
a deduction of 20 per cent of the cost of the plant over and 
above normal depreciation, so that 120 per cent of the cost is 
deductible .over the life of the plant. These allowances will not 
apply to expenditure incurred after today except where it is 
incurred under a contract already entered into . 

Investment Allowances 
Some capital expenditures by primary producers are wholly 

deductible in the year in which they are incurred. while others 
are subject to accelerated depreciation over five years. The 
deductions unduly favour those benefiting, and are seized upon 
by some, including "Pitt Street farmers", to avoid tax. They can 
lead to resources being channelled into uneconomic activity and, 
in the process. may have questionable envi ro nmenta l 
consequences. 

The concessio ns will not apply to expenditures incurred after 
today unless under a contract already entered into. In future. 
deductions will be allowed as ordinary depreciation for plant and 
structures. and over ten years for other items. 

Rural Credit 
As already announced. $20m is provided in the Budget to 

facilitate long-term rural lending by the Commonwealth 
Development Bank for a wider range of purposes, namely 
financing of farm purchase. repayment of short-term debts in 
appropriate cases and holding a farm together after the death o f 
a farm proprietor . 
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Rural Reconstruction 
The whole of the $100m provided only two years ago for 

expenditure on rural reconstruct ion has now been committed, 
although the agreement with the States has two years to run. 
The Government will introduce legislation to extend the scheme 
to 30 June 1976 and is providing $47.2m in this Budget for 
expenditure in 1973-7 4 . In addit ion. the fruitgrowing 
reconstruction scheme will be extended to 30 June 1974 at an 
estimated cost of $2m. These measures will facilitate the 
adjustment of rural industries to changing market trends. 

Brandy 
It has also been decided to abolish the difference in the rates 

of duty on brandy and on other spirits by raising the duty on 
brandy in three equal annual steps. commencing tomorrow. The 
differential, which was introduced in 1953-54 as an emergency 
measure. is anomalous and provides the industry with an 
advantage over its domestic competito rs which cannot be 
justified. 

Motor Spirits 
The Government has recided to raise the bulk of the addit ional. 

revenue it requires by increasing the duty on motor spirit and on 
aviation gas. aviation turbine fuel and diesel fuel. The increase 
.viii be equivalent to 5c a gallon in each case save d1esel fuel . 
.vhere the increase will be fract ionally less in ord er to bring the 
duties on motor spirit and diesel fuel. which currently differ by 
the equivalent of 0.2c a gallon. into line. 

The Petroleum Products Prices Stabilisation Scheme provides 
a subsidy to user s of certain petrol eum. products 1n 
non-metropolitan areas. such that wholesale prices in those areas 
jo not exceed metropolitan prices by more than 3.3 cents per 
gallon. The Government proposes to increase the margin 
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specified in the scheme to 5 cents per gallon. This will save 
about $3m on expenditure which would otherwise have arisen 
this year. 

Cigarettes 
The duty on cigarettes. tobacco and cigars will be increased. 

The increases will be equivalent to 5c of duty on the average 
packet of 20 cigarettes. Equivalent increases in duty will apply to 
other tobacco products. 

Income Tax Averaging 

Averaging of income of primary products for income tax 
:>urposes is one of the concessions not affected by the last 
budget and will stay - at least for a further year. 

The Coombs' Report described the concession as- -
'A 'disguised' expenditure resulting from the provisions of 
the income tax law allowing individuals engaged in primary 
production to have their incomes averaged over a period 
of five years for purposes of ascertaining the rate of tax 
payable for a particular year of income (subject to certain 
limitations where, broadly speaking, the taxable income 
exceeds $16.000)." 

and, in what could be an oblique strike at "Pitt Street" farmers. 
went on to say-
" Repeal of the averaging provisions would not be 
appropriate. It would however be pos~ible to confine the 
provisions to income actually derived from primary 
production and there seems no reason not to do so ... 

· How the averaging applies 
1. Where both the annual taxable income and the average 

income do not exceed $16.000, the taxable income is taxed at 
the average rate; 

2. where both the annual taxable income and the average 
income exceed $16,000. the tax is calculated without reference 
to average income; 

3. where the annual taxable income exceeds $16.000 and the 
average income is $16.000 or less. the first $16.000 of annual 
taxable income is taxed at the rate appropriate to the average 
income but the averaging system is not applied to the excess of 
taxable income over $16.000; and 

4 . where the annual taxable income is $16.000 or less and the 
average income exceeds $16,000, the taxable income is taxed at 
the rate applicable to a taxable income of $16.000. 

Sultana and Currants 
1973 Differentials 

6-crown over basis ....... . .... . 

Qm-ants 
per ton 

5-crown over basis ....... _ . . . . . $32.00 

4-crown over basis. . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.00 

3-crown over basis. . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.00 

2-crown over bas1s . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 

1-crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Basis 

M F . (A ) Unde r Basis ........ .. . 
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Sultanas 
per ton 

$35.00 

28.00 

21 .00 

14.00 

7.00 

Basis 

20.00 

Sales Tax 
The exemption from sales tax on non-alcoholic carbonated 

beverages containing not less than 5 per cent of Australian fruit 
juice will be abolished, with effect from tomorrow. 

Spirits . 
The duty on portable spirits will be increased by the equivalent 

of about 3c a nip. 

DRIED TREE FRUITS 

Good U.S.A. demand 
Reports from Agents indicate that there will be keen U.S.A. 

demand for Season 1974 Australian Dried Tree Fruits. with 
Apricots in particular demand. 

The present Californian Dried Apricot pack is estimated at 
some 321 0 short tons. about the same as in 1972. but without 
the carry-over of 1500 tons then available. Th is will be 
insufficient to meet domestic requirements. 

U.S.A. Apricot production for _the past five years has been:-

1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 

6542 tons 
5577 tons 
4100 tons 
2969 tons 

1973 .......................... .. ....... . *3200 tons 
*Estimated. 

"We will definitely have a greater than normal interest in 
Choice grade Australian fruit from your 1974 production ... said 
one Agent. "and we hope that you can allocate a fairly good 
sized quantity of Choice grade fruit. both Large and Medium". 

Californian production of Peaches is also very lim ited and. 
again, there are indications of keen interest in Australian fruit. 

"We know it is early to be entering into any kind of discussions 
along these lines. but we also know that there will be other 
outlets available for the growers of both Apricots and 
Freestone Peaches. and if you can indicate to some of your 
co-op. growers that there will be a market for Dried Fruit this 
might encourage a little more production than otherwise will be 
the case", said an Agent. 

Opening F.O.B . quotations by californian packers are:-

Extra Choice ... . .. . .... .. ... .. ... . $USA 1.13 per lb. 
Choice ............. .... . . ..... .. .. $USA 1.05 per lb. 
Standard . ... ... . .. .... ... . ..... ... $USA 0.93 per lb. 
Extra Ripe (Slabs) . ....... . ....... . $USA 1.00 per lb. 

MAY WE HELP YOU 

- w ith project material? 
-with teaching aids? 
- with recipes. leaflets and cook books? 
- with a 16 mm colour film on Dried Fruits. 

WRITE TO: 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association. 
Box 4524. G.P.O .. 
Melbourne. 
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-PROMOTION POLICY 
PROPOSES BIG CHANGES 

BOARD 

"I think this would probably be the most progressive move the Board has made for many 
years". So commented Mr. M. B. Jones, Loxton, South Australia, on the Board of 
Management proposal to more closely integrate promotion with selling. 

The proposals outlined to Federal Council 1973 would mean a 
complete recasting of A.D.F.A. promotional policy. The A.D.F.A. 
would withdraw from direct in-store and contact promotion and 
these activities would be taken over by Agents and Distributors. 
The Association would retain its Public Relations. Home 
Economists. and Educational sections and would , possibly, 
arrange non-brand media advertising from time to time. 

Some 48% of the annual promotion budget now relates to 
in-store advertising. 

The proposals were put to Federal Council 1973 in the 
following report-

Board's proposals 
In reporting that conversations have been proceeding between 

the Board and Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. it is, 
perhaps, desirable for delegates to know that the Board , having 
made careful and detailed studies of the Commonwealth market 
and the definite indications that competitive selling to, and by, 
retailers will intensify in the future. most strongly emphasises that if 
Dried Fruits are to maintain their position on store shelves the 
integration of actual marketing with promotions is imperative. The 
Board cannot place too much emphasis on this development. 

To achieve the objective of integration The A.D.F.A. will 
need to re-assess its present fragmented promotion 'activity and 
place tar more reliance on the existing marketing functions of 
the Agents, Packeters and Distributors. In so doing, the function 
of Federal Council will, in respect to promotion. change slightly 
for it must be recognised that in order for Agents. Packeters and 
Distributors to employ and train competent selling staffs and 
strengthen the necessary trade contacts a guarantee of 
continuing support must be given by the A.D.F.A. 

Therefore. instead of an annual approval of a maximum set 
amount for promotion Federal Council will need to approve a 
promotion rate of surcharge in the selling price which will not 
require annual review. 

Furthermore. Federal Council will require to assure the 
Industry that such surcharge will not be withdrawn for a set 
period of years and that. in the event of Council deciding to 
withdraw the surcharge. Industry will be given long-term notice. 
for example, 3 years. In the event of such notice being given 
Federal Council should clearly appreciate that this section of the 
Industry would be unlikely to reinstate a combined 
selling/promotion system of marketing. 

In effect, the proposals that the Board are pursuing takes from 
Federal Council the decisive power of marketing and places it , 
and the responsibility, in the hands of Agents. Packeters and 
Distributors who are experts in this field. 

This, however. is not to say this section of the Industry will 
have a completely free hand. They will be responsible to the 
Board at all times, and the Board will closely co-operate with them in 
respect to fundamental changes of marketing and promotion 
techniques according to the development in the retail food trade. In 
turn. the Board will be responsible to Federal Council, as it is now. 

In reaching suitable arrangements with the Agents the Board 
will not make a final decision until a scheme has been 
completely examined and evaluated. 

Fears may be expressed that in reaching an agreement with 
the Marketing section the Board may exceed the amount of the 
1973/1974 Budget which Council will be asked to approve. 
Delegates may be assured that the maximum amount fo r 
1973/ 1974 will not be exceeded, but it could well be that the 
internal itemised expenses in the Budget could be varied to 
meet tl)e new methods of marketing and promotion which 
Agents consider will be the best for sales. 
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Federal Counc i l can be assured that. in the event of 
satisfactory arrangements being reached, the broad principles of 
operations being mutually agreed to, Federal Council will be 
fully informed. 

The Board not only considers that present negotiations must 
continue. but that a satisfactory working arrangement be 
implemented as quickly as possible if Dried Fruits are to hold 
their place in the retrail trade. 

Approval to continue 
The proposals were accepted by Federal Council on the 

following resolut ion:-
"This Federal Council supports the Board of Management 
in its efforts to combine promotion with actual selling and. 
to this end , requests the Board to continue its discussions 
with Agents so as to improve all-round marketing 
efficiency. 

" In the event of arrangements being completed which are 
acceptable to the Board and to Agents that the necessary 
changeover be effected as quickly as possible so that it is in 
full operation bythecomrnencementofSeason 1974". 

An amendment submitted by Robinvale Branch, A.D.F.A., to 
obligate the Directors of Co-operated Dried Fruit Sales Pty. Ltd .. 
the largest Dried Fruits selli ng agent, to have the Board 
Chairman or his nominee present during their discussions on 
promotion. was defeated. 

'We feel that the (A.D.F.A.) Board is entirely competent to 
deal with the oversight of our money in this direction," said Mr. 
Tankard. o f Mild ura in closing the debate. 

REVALUATION 

agazn 
For the second time in one year the Government has realigned 

the Australian currency to effectively increase the cost of 
Australian pri mary products on overseas markets. In the 
long-term this can only mean a reduction in realisations to 
Australian producers. 

When the world dried fruit supply position returns to normal 
the level of prici ng wi ll be determined by foreign competition 
and, as all other major producing countries quote in $US. the 
revaluation must affect the level of returns to Australian growers. 
The exchange rate is now $A 1 to $US1.4875. 

The Prime Minister's only comments on the possible effect on 
primary indust ries is contained in the following single 
paragraph:-

" As on the occasion of the December 1972 revaluation. the 
Government stands ready to examine sympathetically the 
position of any industries which are seriously affected by, and 
find it particularly difficult to ·bear. the consequences of today"s 
appreciation. It will take such action as may be necessary, in 
such cases. to ease the processes of adjustment to new 
conditions.· · 

It is to be hoped that this promise will be remembered when 
the world supply position returns to normal. 
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DARTMOUTH The on again = off again dam 
Without comment we offer the following extracts direct from the "Coombs" Task Force 

Report and Hansard. 

THE "COOMBS" REPORT 

1. Nature of the Expenditure 
Current expenditure plus loans to N.S.W., Victoria and 

South Australia. 

2. Cost 
$million 

1972-73 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.3 
1973-74 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.8 
1974-75 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.0 
1975-76 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.0 

3. Date of the Introduction 
Decision to proceed with project taken in 1969. 

4. Nature of the Commitment 
Under the terms of the River Murray Waters Agreement 

and the Dartmouth Reservior Agreement, the Australian 
Government is committed to meet its one quarter share of the 
actual cost of the dam and to lend to each of the three States 
involved one half of their shares of the actual cost up to a 
limit of $8.8 million. Estimated cost in 1969 was $57 million 
plus 10 per cent allowance for inflation, hence $62.7 million. 

5. Purpose of the Program 
To expand stora!;)e capacity in the Murray River system, to 

allow increased irngation, to reduce salinity and to increase 
the supply of water to South Australia. 

6. Operation of the Program 
The present estimated total cost of the dam is·$64 million. 

Work commenced in April 1972 with construction of an 
access road. work camps and clearing of the dam site. A 
contract has been let for construction of the diversion tunnel, 
intake shaft, valve chamber and access tunnel; the contract 
for the dam itself is presently planned to be let in May 1974. 

7. Comment 
Since the decision was taken on this project. signi ficant 

chan~es have occurred in the position of irrigation industries 
drawmg water from the Murray. Sectors of those industries 
are experiencing difficulties. with Australian Government 
assistance in a number of fo rms being provided. Further 
difficulties are likely with Britain 's entry into the EEC. 

It is understood that South Australia has curta iled irrigation 
development along the Murray while in N.S.W., with further 
development of the Coleambally temporarily halted. large 
volumes of water presently being stored in Blowering Dam 
are unused and could technically be released into the Murray 
system. 

The additional Blowering water would not be adequate to 
overcome the problem of salinity. A recent meeting of the 
Premiers of the three States and the Prime Minister agreed to 
'"examine and recommend . .urgent interim measures .. to 
deal with the salinity problems of the River Murray water aAd 
the means by which those measures might be financed and 
operated . .-.-The long-term salinity problem was also to be put 
unoer rev1ew. This review could suggest ways o f handling the 
salinity problem in the short-run such that any urgency for the 
construction of the Dartmouth Dam is reduced. 

In the light of this review and the changed irrigation 
situation these could be grounds for deferring any decision to 
proceed with the main dam pending a full economic 
evaluation. 

8. Possibilities 
(a) proceed w1th construction of the dam as planned. 

(b)" defer the letting of any further contracts pending the 
outcome of the reviewofsalinity control needs and measures 
with the aim of seeing whether the construction of the 
main dam could be slowed. 
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"HANSARD" 21-8-1973 
Mr Fisher (M.H.R. Mallee}-My question is directed to the 

Prime Minister. In view of the concern of all the people along the 
River Murray system in Victoria, New South Wales and South 
Australia for an adequate supply of quality water. could the 
Prime Minister state his Government's position and attitude to 
the completion of the Dartmouth Dam in the light of conflicting 
statements in the weekend Press to the effect that the Prime 
Minister said there should be a delay in the project whereas the 
Minister for. Immigration said that there should not be? 

The Prime Minister Mr Whitlam-Honorable gentlemen wil l 
remember that the Coombs task force raised the possibility of 
deferring the letting of any further contracts to build the 
Dartmouth Dam-not the cancel lation. I do not have to repeat 
what it said. In considering the Coombs task force comments the 
Cabinet decided that the agreement of the governments of 
South Australia. Victoria and New South Wales should be sought 
to the deferment of the letting of any further contracts pending 
the outcome of the review of River Murray salinity control needs 
the measurements and the water requirements of the 
Albury-Wodonga growth centre with the aim of seeing whether 
by the use of presently unused storages in Blowering Dam 
construction of the main dam could be slowed. Last Wednesday I 
wrote to the 3 Premiers concerned seeking a meeting on this 
matter. No replies have yet been received from any of the 
Premiers. 

The Budget provides an allocation for the Dartmouth Dam. 
There have , however. been two particular features since the 
original plans and original t imetable were drawn up for the 
Dartmouth Dam. The first is that the Blowering Dam will hold 
water which w ill not be required for the original purposes 
envisaged when it was undertaken. The other reason is that 
pursuant to the initiative of the Premier of South Austral ia and 
myself, and the meeting held between us and the Premiers ol 
New South Wales and Victoria on 2 March last- the first time thai 
heads of the 4 governments concerned had met for nearly 60 
years to consider the River Murray waters-it was decided that 
there should be a survey of the salinity situation in the Valley. 
One of the reasons for embarki ng upon the Dartmouth project 
was to see that the salinity in the Murray was reduced. It may be 
that the problem is now so grave that it cannot wait for the 
Dartmouth Dam to be built. As the Minister for the Environment 
and Conservation told the House last Thursday the report of the 
committee inquiring into the salinity problems of the Murray will 
be received within the next few days and is due to be considered 
by the Ministers of the 4 governments concerned. 

In view of these 2 facts-first. that other measures may need to 
be taken to counter salinity in the Murray, and secondly, that for 
some years ahead there is surplus water in the Blowering 
Dam-there is a case for the 4 governments concerned to defer 
or to reduce the rate of expenditure in the next couple of years. 
But there can be no question that the present GovernmeDt is 
determined to see that there is water in greater quantity and 
oetter quality tor Adelaide than is possible under any existing 
arrangements. The other city where the same provision is being 
made is Townsville. There can be no question that more and 
better water will be provided for all the people who use the 
waters of the Murray River. The question is. however, how best 
the 4 governments concerned can spend their money. There is a· 
case. we believe. for saying that to spend money at the proposed 
rate on the Dartmouth Dam will not have the best effects in the 
next few years. I shall be happy to discuss this with the 3 
Premiers concerned. I await their replies. 

* * * * 

A.D.F .A. Protest 
The A.D.F .A. has forwarded to the Prime Min 1ster and 

appropriate Ministers a strong protest on the deferment ol the 
Dartmouth Dam. 
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Emotional farewell to A.D.F.A/s Mr. Ron Curtis (Courtesy 
"Sunraysia Daily. ") 

Every delegate, board member and visitor stood to his feet and applauded Mr Ron 
Curtis in an emotional scene at the conclusion of the Australian Dried Fruits Association's 
Federal Council meeting in July last. 

Speakers representing the dried fruits producing States were high in their praise for the job done by Mr 
Curtis in his 26 years as ADFA general Secretary. 

The sentiments of delegates was summarised by the Board Chairman when he said: "I t can be truly said 
that the scope of activities and the importance of the A.D.F.A. has increased tremendously during the time 
that Mr. Curtis has been with the Association. This Federal Council sees the completion of 26 years of loyal 
and devoted service to the administration of the Dried Fruits Industry. He has earned the deep appreciation 
of all members. His undoubted talent for organisation and his self-discipline in submitting only factual 
statements on many Industry problems have been admired by all. 

Mr. Curtis. a man who has never owned a television set 
because he maintained it would interfere too much with his work 
at home. was presented with an inscribed TV set by Federal 
Council on behalf of the industry. 

Visibly overcome by the presentation and by the spontaneous 
response from the delegates at the conclusion of the speeches 
of praise of his service to the industry, Mr. Curtis wiped tears 
from his eyes as he began his address of thanks to Federal 
Council. 

This is what he said: 

"I was really going to start off with a funny story - I believe it 
is applicable to speeches. but I'm afraid I shall have to cut it, and 
I feel that the few notes that I've put together are going to be 
pretty useless. 

"I was going to trace a sort of final report to you. how your 
magnificent association has grown in the last 26 years. 

"Perhaps it's redundant' - you know as well as I do how it's 
grown and you know that this has been the efforts of you all. 
both as delegates here. as members of the Board of 
Management, as growers. branches and district councils and as 
growers as individuals. because it has been on your endeavors 
that this association. from its small beginnings. is now a strong 
and a great association. 

" It is a powerful association in many ways. It's a great tribute to 
the work of those who have gone before and those who are now 
leading the industry to realise that it can go anywhere and be 
heard. 

" It 's a tremendous thing. And it has always been a satisfaction 
to me to think that as the general secretary-manager I have been 
able to share in the administrative side of the decisions. and 
sometimes the relentless way in which those decisions have 
been put forward by your leaders; and so I will have to skip quite 
a lot of what I wanted to say. 

Up to 10 
" I would, however. like to make special mention of the staff. 

When I came in 1947 there were three on the staff- today, 
without counting our promotion section. we have 10 on the staff, 
and from that alone I think you can see the tremendous increase 
in the work which head office has had to assume and through it 
you can see how the business of the association has developed, 
expanded. widened and deepened in its approaches at all levels. 

"And I want to pay a particular tribute to my staff. because no 
matter how good you are. and I was most appreciative of what. 
has been said, you are only as good as the people who back you. 

" I must say that I have had . over the years. the most 
tremendous backing from my staff. They have gone out of their 
way on many, many occasions to help me through and make sure 
that I have not got to do any more detail than is absolutely 
necessary, and so I wish to record now my deep appreciation for 
the staff and all they have done not only for me. but for the 
A.D.F.A. 

" I think. by and large. we·ve been a very, very happy family. 
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"I have felt that. as a general secretary you do not stop with 
your staff at getting work out of them. You continue to ensure 
that they are happy when they are working and to assist them. if 
necessary. with any personal problems which usually, I have 
found. get ironed out very quickly after a short and personal 
yarn. 

"I would like to go back, now that I feel more like myself, to the 
A.D.F.A. and I've thought about its history quite a lot and I feel 
that it has had three very important stages. 

To 1923 
"The first was up to 1923 which I likened to the development 

of the association. and from 1923 to 1946 were the years of 
consolidation. And from 1947 up to about 1970 it increased its 
powers and widened its powers. and now in 1973, which to me is 
the fourth phase. there is the need to adjust to new concepts. 

"I merely mention that you have gone through three definite 
phases. They have all been forward phases and I think that the 
fourth phase is where you have to have an adjustment to new 
concepts. 

"I've been looking back over old minutes of Federal Council 
and Board reports and there have been so many events which 
have taken place that it's hard to pick any out. but I feel that all of 
these events which have been recorded and acted on. have seen 
your forward development. 

Powerful 
"I couldn't trace anything which has been done which has been 

done which has been a retrograde step and taken you backwards 
rather than forwards, and I think this is exemplified in the fact 
that you have become more powerful with wider interests. with 
more influence in the quarters where you want influence. 

"There have been one or two matters which will have dragged 
on - some of them are still with us. and they probably always 
will be because events in a great industry like ours don·t happen 
overnight. 

"They take a long time to formulate. they take a long time to 
eventually put into operation and they take a long time then to 
develop according to new conditions as they come up. 

"But I have in mind that probably the longest development 
which. from its inception until its implementation. was the 
Stabilisation Plan - that took a mere 10 years. 

History 
" I could not trace any other event in your history which took 

quite as long and had so many dramatic developments both on 
the side of the Government and on the side of the growers. 

"I think in the whole of your history there have been two 
fundamental and important decisions made - one was in 1926 
when Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales was formed. 

··perhaps we've got used to C.D.F.S. now. because it runs so 
smoothly, but it would pay some time or other to go back over 
the history of C.D.F.S. and see what it has meant to the industry 
and in savings to the growers. 
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"The other one, and probably the quickest event in your 
history was the establishment of M.I.D.A. Without those two 
tremendous decisions I venture to say that you would not be the 
association you are today. 

"It is very difficult to look into the future. I'm not sure whether 
I'm competent even to comment on it. 

Murky 
"Recent events in the last six or seven months on a national 

scale have made looking into the glass ball a very murky matter. 
but I do think that you do have conditions to contend with that 
probably you have not experienced in the history of your 
association before. 

"But I feel just as you have met other obstacles. other 
problems. in the industry you're going to deal with these 
competently and to your advantage in the long run. 

"I would say one thing. We talked - or you people talked 
about the need for public relations with growers. to tell them 
more of the industry and that was a very good thing to do. 

"But I do say that as primary producers today you need to tell 
the urban population what you mean as part of the national 
economy. 

" It's a very different story to even 26 years ago, of the 
relationship between the rural population and the urban 
population. and we have an attitude in the cities which has not 
got the same sympathy for the primary producers as they used to 
have, 

"I would suggest as part of primary industry of Australia that 
you direct some of your public relations to creating greater 
understanding amongst the urban population. 

"I feel that this is fundamental not only to yourself and to your 
well being, but to the well being of all primary producers. 

" I think that the complexities which you are going to meet from 
now on - the intensification o f trade. the international situation 
and so on is going to require more expertise than perhaps in the 
past. 

"And I would suggest that both Federal Council and the Board 
of Management look towards the future training of growers to 
carry on the high offices which they may be asked to occupy on 
some future· occasion. 

"If they fall by the wayside I don't think that is so bad. They will 
be good advocates amongst their own growers and this. I think. 
can be part o f the public relations. 

Recognition 
"I do refer particularly to the complexities of marketing today 

and the competitive factor which we are encountering more 
strongly almost every day in the food retail trade. 

" I would like to recognise by way of thanks without any 
personalities certain areas in which I myself have had 
tremendous assistance. and indeed. if that assistance had not 
been there 1 don't think that 1 could have done the job in the way 
in which you have described it. 

"I would like to pay a tribute to past members of the Board of 
Management. some of whom have passed on. others whom are 
i n retirement and also to the present Board whose 
understanding has been invaluable. 

"It is a big thing for a general secretary to have this 
understanding, because there are peculiar strains to the office 
and with understanding and sympathy it gives you the 
confidence and the desire and the interest to go on and try and 
do better things. 

Appreciation 
"I would also like to record my appreciation to the many public 

servants that I have dealt with in the past I have found that at the 
levels I have been permitted to negotiate that they are dedicated 
men and sincerely willing and wanting to help primary industry 
within the governmental limitations imposed, and because some 
of these public servants have refused requests. or have 
contested submission by the A.D.F.A. 1 would never like to 
suggest that they have done this with any animosity to our 
industry at all. Their own treatment to me has been. well, I would 
say, marvellous. 

"I would like to pop in a word for our distributors. I have had 
the happiest relations with them. There have been times when it 
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has been very awkward where there have been opposing views, 
but I must say that I don't think that I have lost any friends in the 
distributing trade. 

Information 
"And I would also like to thank agents who are very closely to 

head office and who provide us with a tremendous amount of 
information and who have always done this willingly and in most 
cases. accurately. 

" I cannot praise the agents too highly for the co-operation and 
the observance of A.D.F.A. principles that I have seen and 
experienced. 

"The same can apply to branches. They have been helpful. 
District councils have been helpful and I would say that in all my 
travels around the producing areas from the time I joined the 
A.D.F.A. and believe me I was terribly raw. I must say that the 
growers, as individuals or collectively have gone out of their way 
to help me to explain and sometimes to discuss various industry 
problems which they might seek another opinion on. 

Successor 
''I would like to mention my successor. This will be the only 

opportunity I shall have of publicly expressing my appreciation to 
Mr. Burgess for his magnificent loyalty and understanding and 
devotion to his job over the last 1 0 years. 

''It's very gratifying to me to know that the board have selected 
Mr Burgess as the new general secretary-manager and I wish him 
every success and I know that he will be as competent and 
possibly a little bit more competent In the quite exacting job that 
he Is going to take over. 

"Generally in thanking you all I was quite overwhelmed at the 
beginning of this speech and I might have some moments later 
on. but that TV set floored me. 

"''ve always been anti-TV. I've always felt that it got in the way 
of possibly doing some work for the A.D.F.A .. but certainly 
getting in the way of reading books. 

"But you have beaten me down and I can't think of a nicer 
parting gift than the one that you have given me. 

"I shall not only appreciate it. I can assure you that I'm going to 
use it, and I shall use it possibly than I think - not you think
but more than I think at this moment. 

"It's going to be a magnificent addition to my retirement. and in 
fact, I very much doubt whether I shall have much time to do any 
work from now or1. 

"Finally in farewell I would like to also wish Mr. Kirwin all the 
best in his retirement. I 've known Bill ever since I came into the 
A.D.F.A . - in fact he was an old identity then - in experience. 
because he's not as old as I am. and Bill was a great help in 
those early days - far more than perhaps he realises. 
. "As a secretary he knew what it was about and he was most 
helpful and I would like to thank you. Bill, as a retiring member, 
for all the help you have given me. 

"The other one I would like to mention. and I don't like picking 
people out. because you all mean something, is Edgar Lloyd who 
has been once again at Federal Council long before I ever came 
to it and I appreciate. your selection. Mr. President. in letting 
Edgar say his very kind words. 

"Finally I would like to say that the A.D.F.A. has meant a great 
deal to me - I've thoroughly enjoyed it. 

"It's been like a game of football - you have been in the rough 
and the tumble and you either get knocked down or you succeed 
with whatever object or project you have got. and to me that has 
been the spice of life and I'm glad it's been the spice of life in 
which the A.D.F.A. has been involved. 

tigh Hopes 
"Early in the season I had high hopes that I would go out on 

the crest of one of your best years of production. and this has 
been one of my disappointments. but against that is the fact that 
at least I can retire in the knowledge that this season has given 
you the highest prices ever. 

" I only hope they are going to stay there for you. 
"And now, gentlement. I think I have had quite enough to say. 

It's a strange thing that last year you had your 50th anniversary 
and this year I have mine. This is my 50th year at work. 

"Goodbye to you all. Thank you and good luck. " 
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For the ladies 

AUSTRALIAN PRUNES 
Australian Prunes are among the best in the world and their use in sweet and savoury 

cooking is almost unlimited. 

Prunes are ready-to-eat and now retain their moisture so they're soft and tender with a 
beautiful fresh fruity flavour. 

Use them with gusto in your favourite · recipes and in the new taste surprises specially 
'lrepared below. 

PRUNE NUT LOAF 
tare's what you need:-

1 cup pitted Prunes 
1 cup sugar 
1 cup water 
4 oz. butter 
1 teaspoon salt 
1f2 teaspoon cinnamon 
1,4 teaspoon ground cloves 
2 cups S.R. flour 
Vz cup chopped walnuts 
2 eggs 

Here's what you do:-

Cut Prunes into small pieces. 

Combine with sugar. water, butter, salt and spices. 

Bring to boil . cook three minutes. stirring constantly. 

Remove from heat and set aside to cool. for 10 minutes. 

Sift flour. Beat eggs in large bowl. 

Stir in Prune mixture and nuts, blend well. Add flour. 

Blend un_til all dry particles are moistened. 

Fill into 2 large well-greased nut-loaf tins. 

Bake in moderate oven for 45-50 minutes. 

* * * • 

PRUNE CAKE 
1 cup pitted Prunes. chopped 
1 cup water 
3,4 cup sugar 
Vz cup butter 
1 egg 
1 cup plain flour 
1 cup S.R. flour 
1 teaspoon each cinnamon, mixed spice and nutmeg 
2 dessertspoons cocoa 
1 teaspoon bicarbonate soda 
2 oz. rum 
Soak the Prunes overnight in the water. 
Cream butter and sugar. Add beaten egg. 
Sift dry ingredients and add alternately with water from the 

Prunes in which soda has been dissolved. 
Finally mix in the rum with the Prunes. 

. Fill into a greased 7-f3" round tin and bake in a moderate oven 
for 45 minutes. 

If liked . ice with white icing and decorate with pitted Prunes 
dipped in melted chocolate. 
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PORK CHOPS WITH PRUNES 
Here's what you need:-

1,4 cup tomato sauce 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
Yz teaspoon dry mustard 
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 
6 thick pork chops 
1 small onion. sliced 
1A cup hot water 
Spiced Prunes 

Here's what you do:-

Combine first four ingredients. rub into both sides of chops. 

Brown in hot fat 

Top with onion and add water. 

Cover and bake in moderate oven (350 deg. F) for 1 hour. 

Serve with spiced Prunes. 

Spiced Prunes: Simmer Vz lb. Prunes in 1 Vz cups hot water until 
tender, about 30 mins. Add 2 tablespoons vinegar, Yz teaspoon 
cinnamon. 3 whole cloves and 2 tablespoons brown sugar. 

Cook slowly for 10 minutes. Do not pit prunes. 

Serves 6. 

* * * 

PRUNE AND PEAR ROLL 
1 lb. Dried Pears 
1f2 lb. Prunes 
1A lb. dried figs 
1,4 lb. Seeded Raisins 
6 oz. chopped nuts 
Vz teaspoon cinnamon 
2 oz. chopped mixed peel 
2 oz. kirsch (optional) 
1 lb. shortcrust pastry 

Finely chop the fruit and mix altogether with cinnamon and 
peel. 

Mix in the kirsch. 

Roll the pastry out to one large or several small squares and 
brush the edges with water. 

Spread with the frujt mixture. 

Gently roll up and press edges lightly together and glaze with 
milk. 

Place roll on a greased tray and bake in a moderately hot oven 
for 30 mins. 

DRIED. FRUITS N.EWS 



~~~~~~Pages .from the past~~~~~~ 

DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

(From an old English recipe book-circa 1910) 

Household M anagemeut. 

drain them on a piece of blotting-paper before the fire, dish, and serve 
with wine sauce. 

Time.-15 to zo minutes. Average cost, Is. 
Sufficient for 7 or 8 puddings, Seasonable at any time, 

1317.-CURRANT DUMPLINGS. 

INGREDIENTS.-I lb. of flour, 6 oz. of suet, J{ lb. of currants, rather 
more than J{ pint of water. 

Mode.-Chop the suet finely, mix it with the flour, and add the cur
rants, which should be nicely washed, picked, and dried ; mix the 
whole to a Jimp paste with the water (if wanted very nice, use milk); 
divide it into 7 or 8 dumplings i tie them in cloths, and boil for I )4 
hour. They may be boiled without a cloth : they should then be 
made into round balls, and dropped into boiling water, and should be 
moved about at first, to prevent them from sticking to the bottom of 
the saucepan. Serve with a cut lemon, cold butter, and sifted sugar. 

Time.-In a cloth, I)( hour; without,~ hour. 

ZAI'ITE Ct:RRANTS. 

Average cost, f)d. 
Sufficient for 6 or 7 persons. 
Seasonab!t: at any time. 

Z . .o..:-ITE CURRANTS. - -The dried fruit which goes by the name of 
currants in grocers' shops is not a currant really, but a small kind of 
;::rape, chiefly cultivated in the Morea and the Ionian Islands, Corfu, 
Zante, &c. Those of Zante are cultivated in an immenac plain, under 
the shelter of mountains, on the shore of the island, where the sun 
has great power, and brings them to maturity. \Vhen gathered and 
dried by the ~un and air, on mats, they are conveyed to magazine~, 
heaped together, and left to ,cake, until rc:ady for shipping. They 
are then dug out by iron crowbars, trodden into casks, and exported. 
The fertile vale: of "Zante the Woody" produces about 9,ooo,ooo lbs. 
of currants annually. In cakes and puddings this delicious little 
grape is most extensively used; in fact, we cculd not mlkc :t plum 
pudding without the currants. 

1318.-BOILED CURRANT PUDDING. 
(Plain and Eco11omical.) 

INGREDIENTS.-I lb. of flour, J{ lb. of suet, J{ lb. of currants, milk. 
Motk.-Wash the currants, dry them thoroughly, and pic!~ away 

any stalks or grit; chop the suet finely; mix all the in~~rcdiLI11. -; 
together, and moisten with sufficient milk to make the pudding into a 
stiff batter ; tie it up in a floured cloth, put it into boiling water, and 
boil for 3)~ hours; serve with a cut lemon, cold butter, and sifted 
sugar. 

Timt.-3~'~ hours. Averagr cost, IOd. 
Sufftcimi for 7 or 8 persons. Seasonablt at any time. 
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THE ORGANISATION OF THE INDUSTRY 

The Executive of the A.D.F.A. 
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
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