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EDITORIAL 

In my address to the National Outlook Conference in Canberra on 2 February, I concluded 
by saying - "Unless prompt and continuing action is taken by the Commonwealth and State 
Governments to combat the now serious salinity problems of the River Murray system there will 
be no long-term future (for the Dried Fruits Industry)". 

This was no idle comment. It was a serious attempt to stress what, in my opinion, is a 
frightening possibility. 

Salinity is not new to this Industry of course. Back in 1896 the Royal Commission gave much 
emphasis to the salt scouring caused by seepage and inefficient irrigation. But we have learned 
a lot since that time and salinity is no longer the result of poor farm management- it is the ac
cumulated result of inadequate water flow, pollution from drainage, the farming of areas which 
would have been better left to foreqts, and the more recent permitting of large scale private 
diversions without providing, or insisting on, adequate drainage away from the"river. 

A review of press statements over the past several months indeed paints a dismal picture. 
Scouring has occurred as high up as the catchment areas- no doubt caused by denudation of 
the forests - and land within a few miles of Albury where pure water could be expected has 
been made unproductive because of salt. Quite large areas on the Wakool are also out of 
production. 

The position has not gone unnoticed by the States and the Commonwealth and much 
remedial action has been undertaken but the position can only be rectified by vast expenditure 
and it" seems that the Governments are not prepared to allot this money to irrigation. 

Several radical schemes have been proposed as final solutions. For instance, the Pells' 
scheme which envisages a fresh water channel parallel ling the Murray and the Murray becoming 
a drainage ditch to the sea. Then there is the inverse of the Pells' scheme which suggests a 
parallelling drainage channel with the Murray retaining the fresh water flow. And then there is a. 
later suggestion that the whole of the Kerang/Cohuna/Wakool be phased out of production and 
returned to forests and the massive salt load from this area permanently averted. 

All of these schemes, at the moment, are either economically, environmentally or 
sociologically unacceptable. In the long-term, it may be that such a radical approach is the only 
solution. 

One of the problems, undoubtedly, is the parochial attitude between States and the Com
monwealth. Only the Commonwealth can generate sufficient funds to meet the capital expenses 
necessary, but the States insist on their riparian rights and the control of the Rivers within their 
own boundaries. The possibility of an authoritative over-riding River Murray Commission seems 
as far away as ever. 

Perhaps, one day, we - the people and the politicians- will attain sufficient maturity to 
realise that we are Australians; not Victorians, or New South Welshmen or South Australians, 
and that solutions must be based on the needs of the nation. Until then the control of salinity will 
continue to be fragmented and incomplete. 
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Being asked to write an Outlook Paper for this Conference is somewhat 
like being asked to build a pyramid and not knowing whether your 
building materials are concrete or sand. Perhaps the final structure will 
stand the test of time, perhaps it will blow away with the wind. 

The base of the pyramid will be the 
historic data, which if factually stated and 
correctly interPreted should be firm. The 
main building blocks of the ascending 
pyramid will be the assumptions based on 
historic data. 

If the latter prove false, the apex, which 
are the final projections of the future, must 
also prove false. The chance of error ·in 
an industry such as this is extreme, with 
production heavily dependent on the 
weather, export prices and at times the 
pncmg policies adopted by our inter
national competitors. 

HISTORIC DATA 

Currants: are the only dried vine fruit crop 
grown in irrigated and non-irrigated areas. 
Western Australia was at one time a large 
producer of currants. Substantial quanti
ties were also grown in the Barossa, Clare 
and Mclaren Vale areas of South Aus
tralia. 

Apart from the tonnage grown in non
irrigated areas the industry is concentrated 
on the Murray River from Robinvale in 
Victoria to Cadell in South Australia. It is 
of interest to note that the Australian 
currant production has declined from 
12,453 tonnes average (1951 /60) to 6407 
tonnes actual in 1975. Winery intake has 
no significant effect on currant production. 

As can be expected, the widely fluctuat
ing production tonnages have given the 
Australian Dried Fruits Control Board a 
difficult marketing problem. _With the ex
ception in the years of world under-supply, 
returns from exports have been well below 
those obtained on the Australian home 
market. 

Sultanas: are the most important crop 
grown by the Dried Fruits industry, with 
production centred around the Murray 
Valley irrigated areas of Victoria, New 
South Wales and South Australia. Over 
95% of Australia's present production is 
grown in the Sunraysia district. 

Peak production was reached in 1972 
with a delivered weight to packing com
panies of 93,644 tonnes and a further 
37,000 tonnes fresh weight accepted by 
wineries. Over the past six years sultana 
production has dropped to under 60,000 
tonnes. 
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Between 70% and 80°/o of the annual 
sultana production is surplus to Australia's 
requirements and must be exported. In 
earlier years our export trade was assisted 
by Empire Preferences with the United 
Kingdom being by far the major buyer. 
However, with the UK's entry to the EEC 
the tariff protection enjoyed by Australia 
on that market has been lost and Australia 
now faces a tariff disadvantage against 
the Associate Countries of Greece and 
Turkey. 

Despite this set-back we have always 
been able to sell our total production of 
sultanas. In the latter years of high world 
production prices obtained on some 
markets have been well below cost-of
production. 

Over the past 10 years winery intake has 
had an increasing effect on tonnages as 
the figures below indicate: 

5 year aver. 1963/67 
5 year aver. 1968/72 
5 year aver. 1973/77 

Winery Dry 
intake weight 
fresh equivalent 

tonnes levies 

15,373 
52,855 
59,305 

3,824 
12.581 
14.120 

Raisins: Like currants, the production of 
raisins has also shown a steady decline 
from its peak of 14,158 tonnes in 1954. 
However, with raisins a determining factor 
is winery demand with the fresh weight 
in-take of wineries doubling in the last 
10 years from 26,000 tonnes in 1956 to 
52,000 tonnes in 1972. Any lessening of 
demand by wineries will see an increase 
in dried production. 

The unknowns, in addition to the weather, 
are the quantities sold as table grapeS 
and for home wine making. 

The widely fluctuating production has 
made export marketing extremely difficult 
and any marked increase in production 
and export availability would almost cer
tainly depress prices. 

All varieties: 

Mention has been made of declining 
production. This has been seen in Western 
Australia. In South Australia, which had 
production peaks in excess of 20,000 
tonnes in the 1960's now has a total dried 
vine fruit production of less than 4,000 

By Frank H. Gill, 
Chairman, Board of Manage· 
ment, of The Australian Dried 
Fruits Association. 

tonnes, with currants as the predominating 
variety. 

A similar pattern has been seen in New 
South Wal_es and Victoria, where the Mid 
Murray has almost ceased dried vine fruit 
production. For the 10 years to 1966 the 
area produced an annual average tonnage 
of 5,180 tonnes, by 1976 production was 
down to 670 tonnes. 

The contracting of production now 
means that with the exception of currants, 
the production of dried vine fruit is centred 
in, and is of Significance only to, Sun
raysia. Any further realisation of the in
dustry must be based on this premise. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Rationalisation of industry administration 
has kept pace with the rationalisation of 
packing and processing. For many years 
the ADFA had engaged in the direct pro
motion of its production but this function 
has now been passed to agents. While the 
total monies spent on promotion have not 
been reduced, substantial saving in staff 
costs have been possible and the funds 
available have been put to more effective 
use. 

A further rationalisation of selling was 
agreed to between agents late in 1977 
and from season 1978 all sales of dried 
vine fruit will be through Co-Operated 
Dried Fruit Sales with C. Wood & Son & 
Co. Ltd., the other major agent, being 
guaranteed ·supply by CDFS and acting 
as its sub-agent. The only other agent 
outside this pooling arrangement is A. G. 
Watt & Co. Ltd., in Western Australia 
handling some 200 to 300 tonnes of 
currants annually. 
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This new selling arrangement will mean 
that ADFA equalisation of markets will no 
longer be necessary and this again will 
lead to further administrative savings. 

The Association presently has a request 
before Government for legislation to en~ 
force market equalisations. If successful In 
winning the legislation all packers, In
cluding the non-association packer will 
share equally on all markets. 

It is anticipated that the scheme wou19 
be administered by the Australian Dried 
Fruits Control Board and in view of this 
and in recognition that all AD.FA sales are 
now through one selling agent, the As
sociation has recommended the restruc
turing of the Control Board. Further cost 
savings are anticipated. The Association Is 
also closely examining the roles of the 
various State Dried Fruits Boards to see 
if any changes in their Tetms of Refer
ences,. are necessary in view of the new 
marketing arrangements. 

ASSUMPTIONS 

We cannot look at the future with any 
degree of certainty as one vital factor is 

cil! missing. We still need a clear policy 
st'"~,ament from the Government, or other
wise, to protect the Australian viticultural 
industry from the imports of like products. 
Without this, long term projections are 
impossible. 

Already the wine and in particular the 
brandy industry, is feeling the effect of 
Imports. Most of these imports come from 
the EEC. Because of the increasing de
mand for white wines in Australia, and the 
increasing use of sultanas in wine making 
the effect of wine and brandy imports has 
not yet had any apparent effect on the 
dried vine fruits industry, but the position 
must be watched with care. 

But the threat of direct imports of dried 
vine fruit is now very real. In 1976 some 
200 tonnes of sultanas were imported from 
Turkey and if a world shortage h8d not 
forced up export prices in season 1977, 
further tonnages would almost certainly 
have been imported. 

A further worry is the decision by the 
USDA to permit sales of reserve· tonnages 
of sultana/ raisins to Australia. Previously 
a "gentleman's agreement" prevented ex
ports between both countries. 

As producers in the EEC, with price 
support schemes and tariff walls that you 
could not jump over with a pole, enjoy a 
unique protected existence; as both Greece 
and Turkey prohibit the import of dried 
vine fruits and as the USA imposes import 
quotas on Other agricultural products, it is 
difficult to understand why the same pro
tection cannot be afforded Australian pro
ducers. To me It seems the height of folly 
to permit the import into Australia of pro
ducts which are already export dependent 
for total disposal of the Australian pro
duction. 
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If we choose to ignore the threat of 
Imports what can we assume for the 
future? 

We know that the costs of production 
will rise. The BAE last projected Its base 
for the industry in season 1975, which has 
been analysed into cash outgoing and 
owner/ operator contributed costs. Index~ 
ing this forward at the conservative rate 
of 10% we get-

COSTS OF PRODUCTION PER TONNE 

Cash Owner I operator 
Season outgoings contributed Total 
1975 $282 $114 $396 
1976 $310 $125 $435 
1977 $341 $138 $479 
1978 $375 $152 $527 
1979 $412 $167 $579 
1980 $454 $184 $637 

We can also assume that freight rates 
to the United Kingdom and the continent, 
our major buyers, will continue to rise as 
they have in the past. Against a conser~ 
vative 10% we get-

TOTAL FREIGHT AND HANDLING 
CHARGES PER TONNE 

Season United 

1972 (actual) 
1976 (aclual) 
1978 (projected) 
1980 (projected) 

Kindom & Continent 

$ 59.44 
$102.00 
$123.42 
$149.33 

With the knowledge of the October hail 
storms only too clearly in our minds, we 
know that the Australian production will 
again be below average. At this stage it 
would appear that currant and raisin pro~ 
duction will not be greatly in excess of 
Australian requirements, but sultanas could 
have an export availability In excess of 
30,000 tonnes. 

The latest available assessment of world 
sultana production show:-

1 977 harvest USA 200,000 tonnes 
Greece 60,000 tonnes 
Turkey 110,000 tonnes 
Iran 45,000 tonnes 
Afghanistan 40,000 tonnes. 

1978 harvest Australia 
Sth Africa 

455,000 lonnes 
47,000 tonnes 

8,000 tonnes 

510,000 tonnes 

Domestic consumption of producing 
countries has been assessed at 220,000 
tonnes annually leaving a balance of 
290,000 tonnes for world trade. This Is 
about normal average demand. 

I believe we can also assume that t}le 
increasing demand for sultanas for wine 
making will continue. Lindemans Wines 
Pty. Ltd. have recently increased their 
storage capacity at Nangiloc and B. 
Seppelt and Sons Ltd. have recently pur
chased land at Buronga for the purpose of 
establishing a winery. Both of these comw 
panies must be seeking sultanas. I also 
understand that two other wineries in the 
district have announced an increase in 
their sultana and Gordo intake in season 
1978. 

PROJECTIONS 

The net return to packing companies 
for season 1977 has been assessed at-

Currants 
Sultanas 
Raisins 

$860 per tonne 
$872 per tonne 
$821 per tonne 

• Continued overleaf 

The Minister for Primary Industry, Mr Jan Sinclair, opening the 1978 Outlook Conference, In 
Canberra. 
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• Outlook continued 

This should give a sweatbox return to 
Sunraysia growers for basic grade frujt of 
approximately-

Currants 
Sultanas 
Raisins 

$730 per tonne 
$742 per tonne 
$700 per tonne 

Net return to growers for season 1978 
currants and raisins will be entirely de
pendent on production and the extent of 
export necessary to clear stocks. Further 
increases in packing charges and freights 
must be anticipated. No increase in export 
price can be expected while an increase 
in Australian prices has already been de
cided. 

Some decHne, perhaps in the order of 
$100 to $200 per tonne may apply on ex
port for sultanas and with an export pro
portion of about 60%, this cannot be fully 
offset by an increase in Australian prices. 
The price increase which can be taken 
on the Australian market will probably do 
no more than' offset the increase in pack
ing charges on the total pack. 

Providing production of currants and 
raisins are not greatly in excess of Aus
tralian reuirements, I think growers can 
look forward to net returns of the basic 
grade fruit in the order of-

Qirrants- $680-$700 per tonne sweatbox 
Sultanas - $630-$680 per tonne sweatbox 
Raisins - $6804700 per tonne sweatbox 

If time proves me wrong and it probably 
will, I hope that I have erred only on the 
conservative. 

MID-TERM 

With production running at present 
levels, mid1term prospects ·for currant and 
raisin growers seem reasonable although 
annual increases in production and pro
cessing costs can be expected. A sharp 
increase in production would put both' 
varieties at risk, 

The prospect tor sultanas is also de
pendent on production and unless this 
can be reduced to an annual average of 
about 45,000 tonnes, growers will be faced 
with increasing economic difficulties. It Is 
hoped that the increasing use of sultanas 
as a wine grape will help production to 
decrease to this level, but urgent action 
by the States to restrict plantings Is 
necessary if the industry Is to have any 
future. 

LONG TERM 

Because of the volatile nature of the 
industry it is impossible to project Its 
future in the long term. But one thing Is 
certain - unless prompt and continuing 
action is taken by the Commonwealth and 
State Governments to combat the now 
serious salinity problems of the· Murray 
River system, there will be no long term 
future. 
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Salinity Tolerance of crops 
Trevor Twigden, Horticultural advisor at 

Murray Bridge, SA, has taken a look at 
the salinity problem, particularly in regard 
to the salt tolerance of the various crops 
that can be grown in the Riverland area 
and the results recently published in the 
Rlverland Newsletter, by the SA Depart
ment of Agriculture and Fisheries, are 
quite Interesting. 

High salinity levels in our irrigation 
.water will certainly be a recurring problem 
in the foreseeable future. With any planting 
or replanting that is done, the crop selected 
will need to be capable of tolerating the 
expected salinity levels. 

Many crops being considered for our 
Murray River irrigation areas have not 
been widely grown here before. So that 
knowledge of their salinity tolerance is 
very limited. 

In the enclosed chart are listed the 
various crops according to their tolerance 
to soil salinity. This enables us to com
pare the tolerance of crops presently 
widely grown with Jess common crops, 
so giving us an idea of how they may 
perform. 

As you can see, there are very few crops 
that are more salt tolerant than those we 
grow now, especially grape vines. Also 
many currently favoured "altern.atives" are 
less tolerant. This must surely put a 
question mark over the advisibility of 
widespread plantings of these crops. TheY 
should certainly not be grown with over
head irrigation. 

Such crops as pomegranates, figs and 
olives have only a limited market, even 
though their salfnity tOlerance is good. 
Therefore, market prospects must be in
vestigated before planting a new crop. 

With all of the doubts that surround the 
performance and marketability of these 
crops, it is doubted whether so called 
'"alternative crops" can be considered an 
alternative to sound and improved irriga
tion management. 

Comparative chart of salinity tolerance 
(Tolerance decreases down the chart) 

Present 
crops 

grape 

grapefruit 
orange 
lemon 
pear 

apricot 
peach 
plum 

Other 
crops 

Vegetable 
crops 

pome·granate asparagus 
fig spinach 
pistachio 
olive tomato, 

broccoli 

cabbage 
potato 
sweetcorn 

apple sweet potato 

almond 
prune 
walnut 

avocado 
onion 
capsicum, 

chinese caulit\ower 
gooseberry 
macadamia lettuce 

carrot, pea, 
cucumber, 

loquat gherkin, 
celery, 
bean 

INSURANCE IS IMPORT ANT 
The ADFA _has had numerous inqu1nes regarding insurance. For growers' benefit 

we list below Rule 43 of the Association's Rules, Regulations and Practices: 

"(A) In respect of all fruit received by a Packer from a Grower, it shall be understood 
(in the absense of any express stipulation to the contrary} to be a term of the contract 
between such Grower and Packer that the latter shall insure the fruit against loss or 
damage by fire, flood, fresh and/or rainwater, hooks, oil, breakage, collision and/or 
overturning and/or derailment, strike, riot or civil, commotion. Such insurance shall 
cover the fruit whilst in transit from the Grower to the Packer, whilst held by the Packer 
and whilst in transit from the Packer to the Selling Agent or his nominee or to ship's 
slings. 

This rule does not apply to fresh fruit being delivered to a drying yard or dehydrator. 

(B) At the beginning of each season Packers shall notify Head Office of the name of their 
insurer and advise whether fruit values are being insured on a daily, weekly or monthly 
basis. Packers shall agree to insure their fruit stock at the values issued from time to 
time by The ADFA." 

As can be seen the Rule is simple and explicit and it should be noted that it does 
not apply to fresh fruiL 
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CURRANTS-

Trellis drying 
By J. R. Whiting 
Research Officer, Horticulture 
Research Station, lrymple, Vic. 

11le currant is the second most important drying grape variety in 
Australia. In recent years more growers have been planting currants 
because of good markets and returns. However, currants are suscep· 
tible to rain damage near harvest time. One way to reduce the sub· 
sequent problem of bunch break·down is to use summer pruning and 
trellis drying. 

The trellis drying of sultanas is being 
adopted by more growers each season to 
minimise losses caused by rain damage to 
fruit. It also allows mechanical harvesting 
to be used to overcome steadily increasing 
labour costs. 

However, to carry out trellis drying the 
vines need to be cane pruned. 
Traditionally, currants have been spur 
pruned. Research at the Mildura Hor
tlcultt..ifaf ReSearch Station has already 
shown that currants can be cane pruned 
without any loss in yield. In fact, cane
pruned currants have yielded slightly better 
than spur-pruned currant vines. 

mELLIS DRYING TRIAL 

In 1972, a trial began at the Mildura HAS 
to study the effect of summer pruning on 
the yield and quality of currants. The vines 
were converted to cane pruning at six 
years old and they were nine years old 

'when summer pruning and- trellis drying 
started. Three levels of cane pruning are 
being used - four canes, six caries and 
eight canes (14 bud canes), to see if there 
is an optimum pruning level for the 
greatest yield and quality. The vines are 

trellised onto a 380 mm T trellis with a 
wide foliage T 450 mm above the fruiting 
wires. 

YIELDS 

The yield results ar~ summarised in 
Table 1. Before 1977 there was no sig
nificant difference in yields between the 
trellis dried currants and normal rack dried 
currants. However, the results for 1977 
show that the yield from trellis drying 
decreased by about 30 per cent compared 
to the fruit which had been rack dried. This 
was because the trellis dried vines had a 
lower bunch weight. caused by less berries 
per bunch. Berry weight and bunch num
ber per vine have not been signifi,cantly 
different between the two drying treat
ments in any of the four years. The trial will 
be continued to see whether the yield 
reductions in 1977 are repeated in the 
future. 

Berry drop has been measured by sam
pling under the vines after picking. Trellis
dried vines lost about five per cent of their 
crop during drying and when the fruit was 
picked off by hand. Only two per cent of 
fruit was lost from vines which were har
vested in the traditional way. 

Finishing off t;ellis-dried fruit in an extended bin drier. 
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New imported spray outfit undergoing 
testing at Dareton, NSW. 

DRIED FRUIT QUALITY 

The quality of dried fruit is determined 
each year by normal packing shed 
gradings. In every year the quality of 
trellis-dried fruit has equalled the quality_ of 
rack-dried fruit. In 1977, the quality of 
trellis-dried fruit was higher due to better 
bloom and higher sugar levels. Trellis 
drying took about 7 to 10 days longer •h;:(n 
rack drying but did not require finishing off 
on the ground. 

Fresh bunches left in the crowns of 
trellis-dried vines can reduce quality if they 
get mixed in with the dried fruit, especially 
where mechanical harvesting is used. Bun
thes should be removed before flowering 
or before harvesting the dried fruit. 

Pruning weights decreased in all treat
ments during the first three years of the 
trial and have since levelled off. In tWo out 
of the five years, trellis-dried vines have 
shown significantly less vigor, but this was 
only related to lower yields in 1977. 

CANE PRUNING LEVELS 

There has been no significant difference 
in yields between the three levels of cane 
pruning. However, pruning to six canes 
results in a better balance of foliage and 
fruit and better quality fruit. Also better 
drying occurs. 

IIIIECANICAL HARVESTING 

The efficiency of mechanically har
vesting trellis-dried currants has not been 
assessed, but experience in California has 
shown that this method is quite practicable. 
Under local conditions, close attention 
would have to be paid to correct blower 
speeds to remove dried leaves, the cat
ching and transporting systems for the 

• Continued pag,- 9 
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NEW SEASON'S 
PRICES 
Vine Fruits: Season 1978 prices for Dried 
Vine Fruits have already been advised to 
the trade and will be effective from March 
1. The early advice to the trade was given 
to meet with the requirements of the Prices 
Commission and also in the hope that it 
could lead to a clearance of some of the 
1977 pack still held by Agents. 

At the Board meeting on February 1, un
committed stocks were declared by' Agents 
at around 500 tonnes currants, 4,000 ton
nes sultanas and 1,000 tonnes raisins. 

The price increases approved by the Board 
\\"efe: Currants - 6c per kilo; Sultanas -
7c per kilo; Raisins - 5c per kilo. 

The differential between currants and 
sultanas of like Qrades has been re-in
troduced because of the difficulty ex
perienced last year in selling 4-Crown 
currants against 2-Crown sultanas. A dif
ferential of 1 c per lb. had existed for many 
years, but was discontinued in 1974 when 
currant production fell below 4,000 tonnes. 

Production .estimates at the moment 
YJOuld suggest that there will be little ex
port of currants and raisins. Sultana 
production is placed around 50,000 tonnes 
of which about 18,000 tonnes will be 
required for the Australian market. As in
dicated in the Chairman's address to the 
National Outlook Conference, no increase 
in export prices can be expected, but there 
is a possibility that prices could drift by $50 
to $100 per tonne 

Tree Fruits: It appears that the early 
estimates advised -in our December issue 
were a little pessimistic and The ADF A 
apricot pack is now expected to be in the 
vicinity of 1 ,000 tonnes. This together with 
the fruit handled outside The ADFA, will 
adequately meet the needs of the 
Australian market and still allow some ex
port. 

The Australian prices for apricots were 
increased by 11 per cent on all grades, the 
increase becoming effective from January 
1 last. 

Estimates for peaches and pears are still 
far from firm, but the ·early indications are 
that ADFA packs of each variety will not be 
much in excess of 100 tonnes. Both of 
these varieties were difficult to clear on the 
Australian market last season and no an
nouncement on new season's prices has 
yet been made. The possibility of a special 
promotion ainied ~mecifically at the Health 
Food trade is presently being considered 
by Agents. 
Prunes: DrouQht conditions in the Young 
district will result in one of the loweSt 
packs on record being harvested in that 
district. Production in the MIA is about 
average, but total availability is unlikely to 
be in excess of Australian requirements. 
The supply position will be assisted by the 
carry-over from season 1977 of about 700 
tonnes. 

The base price for prunes- has been in
creased by 5 per cent and this, together 
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With the new differentials between grades 
advised in the December issue. will give an 
effective increase of lV2 per cent over the 
total pack. 

The disposal of small prunes (100/120 
and smaller sizes) still presents a for
midable marketing problem. 

MARKET 
REPORT 

The Australian Dried Fruits Board in Lon
don reports that the spot market has 
remained quiet and those holding even 
limited tonnages of stock are concerned at 
cost against last week's Greek offers. In ad
dition the strengthening of sterling 
especially against the US $, has caused fur
ther price reductions. 

It is difficult to know the orders placed 
during the week for futures from Greece 
and Turkey but there is certainly interest 
being shown by users. Importers advise 
enquiries have increased but as most of 
them are holding at least some spot stocks, 
they are continuing efforts in an endeavour 
to clear this tonnage rather than orders for 
futures. 

Turkey: The latest information is that the 
latest release has been cleared and ap
parently this advice is correct as an imPor
ter was advised that as cleared his order 
for 2,000 cartons could not be confirmed. It 
means that sales by Turkey ex-1977 crop 
have now reached 82,000 tonnes. T aris are 
said to now hold all balance of stock and 
with home consumption said to be 
10/15,000 tonnes it is possible any further 
release of registered sales may be at in
creased price. The latest official details of 
registered sales are to January 12, 1978 
{total 71,949 tonnes} and are listed below: 

West Germany 13,485 
Netherlands 13,6 70 
United Kingdom 11,746 
France 7,203 
Italy 8,984 
USSR 5,154 
Ireland 4,063 
Belgium 2,083 
canada: 1,995 
Rumania 1 ,500 
Others 866 
Switzerland 1,013 
Austria 195 
Israel 73 
Denmark 54 
Norway 40 
Finland 24 

Greece: In the case of Greece, official 
sales and actual shipments and these are 
reported at approximately 12,000 tonnes. 
In addition packer/shippers are said to be 
holding orders prior to price reduction of 
2/2,500 tonnes. Negotiations are taking 
place with the Soviet Union for 20,000 ton
nes and if finalised will mean that Greece 
has sold approximately 35,000 tonnes out 
of 55/60,000 tonnes crop. Therefore 
packer/shippers state with eight months 

before 1978 crop availability, they an
ticipate that any price changes would not 
be reductions. 

Afghanistan/Iran: It appears that these 
two countries are satisfied with orders on 
hand and are adopting a wait-and-see 
policy. 

California: The main concentration in UK 
and Europe at present seems to be for 
retail sales with the reliance that regular 
users will continue to purchase bulk. It is 
said that California has made sales to the 
USSR of prunes and raisins to the value of 
US $2 million. (This has not yet been of
ficially confirmed.) There is no information 
available on quantities of prunes and 
raisins. 

Australia: At present spot stock holders 
state that they are unable to sell due to 
price differential with other countries. 
There appears to be little interest in 
futures. 

SA grape prices 
Minimum prices for this year's 
vintage of while wine grapes in 
S.A. have been increased, but 
prices lor some red wine grape 
varieties have been reduced. 

These prices were announced recently 
by Mr. L. H. Baker, SA Commissioner for 
Consumer Affairs. The increases for white 
wine grapes produced in irrigated areas 
range9 from $3 to $13 per tonne. But 
prices for cabernet sauvignon, shiraz and 
malbec grapes were reduced from $5 to 
$15 per tonne. ' 

Despite some winemaker's calls for the 
removal of the terms of payment included 
in the 1977 Prices Order, only minor 
changes were. made, these being made in 
the timing of delivery p·ayments to simplify 
and reduce them to a maximum of three. 

A Table showing a comparison of prices 
for 1977 and 1978 is listed below: 

IRRIGATED AREAS 
EX VINEYARD 

Cab. Sauvignon $200 
Carignane 
Currant 
Doradil\o 
Frontignan, Red 
Frontignan, White 
Grenache, Black 
Grenache, White 
Malbec 
Muscat Gordo Blanco 
Pal imino 
Pedro, Ximinez 
Riesling-Clare 
Riesling-Rhine 
Rosaki 
Sauvignon Blanc 
Semillon (Madeira) 
Shiraz 
Sultana 
Tinta Amarella 
Trebbiano 

$110 
$110 
$120 
$145 
$120 

$145 
$120 
$110 
$110 
$150 
$205 

$205 
$150 
$150 
$110 

$130 

$185 
$120 
$120 
$120 
$123 
$155 
$123 
$120 
$140 
$132 
$123 
$123 
$16C 
$21( 
$12( 
$20( 
$16( 
$13i 
$12' 
$121 
$141 
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FROM THIE SIECRIETARY'S DESK Hail damage 
By George Tilley 

Dried vine fruit stabilisation The Victorian Government has been asked 
to reconsider its rejection of direct financial 
hefp for grape growers who lost their crops 
in hailstorms l~st October. Federal Cabinet haS agreed to renew the 

Dried Vine Fruit Stabilisation Plan for a fur
ther three years on the basis of maximum 
contribution by the Government of: 
* $'1.4 million, if sultanas only included, to 

be distributed over a maximum produc
tion of 60,000 tonnes at a bounty rate of 
$23 per tonne. (60,000 tonnes at $23 = 
$1.38 million rounded off to $1.4 
million.) 

* $1.65 million if currants and raisins to be 
included which would also be limited to 
a maximum bounty rate of $23 per 
tonne. (Maximum toonages not stated but 
would have to be negotiated within the 
additional $0.25 million.) 

This decision by Cabinet meant that the 
Government had rejected the lAC's prin
cipal marketing recommendations for the 
introduction of a two-pool market en
titlement scheme covering the marketing of 
dried vine fruit, the termination of 
stabilisation with the 1977 crop and a slight 
increase in the existing rate of import tariff. 

The decision also provided that any 
stabilisation scheme negotiated for the 
three year period beginning 1978 would be 
reviewed at the end of the second season 
with the view to determining long-term ac
tion. 

At the recent Board of Management 
meeting (Mildura, 12-1-78) it was agreed to 
seek the renewal of the existing plan, un
changed in all aspects except the base 
price formulae. The present plan provides 
for a maximum bounty rate of $23 per 
tonne on: 
Currants- 13,500 tonnes 
Sultanas- 75,000 tonnes 
Raisins- 11,000 tonnes 
and a maximum contribution rate by 
growers of $20 per tonne, payable only 
when the production is in excess of: 
Currants- 8,000 tonnes 
Sultanas- 60,000 tonnes 
Raisins- 6,000 tonnes 

The base price formulae to be amended 
to provide for annual indexing of 
"owner/operator alloWance" as recently ap
proved for wheat stabilisation. 

Departmental officers advised that the 
Board's request was, in their opinion, 
totally unacceptable. It was believed that 
Gabinet had agreed to the renewal of the 
stabilisation plan at the suggested levels 
because the proposed plan indicated that 
restructuring ·is already occuring within the 
industry and that the massive restructuring 
inherent in the lAC recommendations is 
not necessary 

To ask for renewal of the present plan 
was to reject the lAC recommendations 
and at the same time give unchanged 
assistance to the industry. 

The possibility of having the stabilisation 
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plan discontinued for three years without 
prejudicing future negotiations was also 
considered unacceptable as this would 
have required a further lAC inquiry. Even 
with the plan continuing to 1980, an lAC. 
inquiry may be necessary before a new 
five year plan can be negotiated, but 
without a continuing plan such an inquiry 
would be a certainty. 

After considerable discussion on various 
tonnages and bounty-contribution rates the 
following proposal was approved by the 
ADFA Board at its meeting on February 1 
for submission to the Government. 

*Currants and raisins to be omitted from 
the new three year plan on an unqualified 
assurance from the Government that they 
can be included in any new plan commen
cing in 1981. 

*The amount of $165,000 now held in the 
raisin stabilisation plan be refunded to 
1972 raisin growers. 

*The plan to continue for sultanas only on 
a basis of: 
-Maximum tonnage: 60,000 
-Minimum tonnage: 50,000 
-Maximum bounty: $25 per tonne {$1.5m 
p.a.) 
-Maximum contribution: $20 per tonne 
---Owner/operator allowance in the base 
price to be indexed annually. 

It has been suggested that the Govern
ment would be far more likely to have a 
continuing stabilisation plan after 1980 if 
there were monies held in" the fund to carry -
forward to the new plan. Even so it would 
be unlikely that any future plan would be 
negotiated on the basis of cost-of-produc
tion. On present Government thinking, 
supported by BAE, the proposed dried 
vine fruit plan and the present wheat plan 
may be ·the last two stabilisation· schemes 
to be based on cost-of-produc,tion. Future 
plans would almost certainly include some 
element of market/price component in the 
base price structure. 

It was also agreed to seek a review of the 
production per acre component within the 
base price. 

• Trellis drying continued 

small berries, and shaking mechanisms to 
reduce damage to the canes which are 
more.brittle than sultanas. 

The Board of Management of The 
Australian Dried Fruits Association at its 
meeting in Melbourne last week was 
critical of the Government's attitude. 
Earlier the chairman of the Board, Mr 
Frank Gill, had sent a telegram to the 
Premier, Mr Hamer, expressing the 
Association's disappointment. 

Mr Gill said that while the Gov~rnment's 
assistance towards water rates and the 
providing of loans to growers who suffered 
losses in the storms was appreciated, 
growers would be disappointed and 
distressed at the Government's rejection of 
a request for direct financial grants. 

"In disasters such as bushfires and 
drought, some direct cash assistance has 
been given to producers to maintain 
productivity," Mr Gill told Mr Hamer. 

He said that he could not see why the 
dried fruits industry should not also get 
favourable attention. 

Mr Gill has asked Mr Hamer for urgent 
reconsideration of The ADFA's request for 
a grant of $110 per acre for damaged 
property. 

Meanwhile the Rural Finance Com
mission has received 351 applications for 
loans from growers hit by the storms. Most 
of them are in the Red Cliffs area. Approval 
has been given for 312 of these ap
plications to be granted loans with a com
mitment of $2.1 million. 

Twenty-five of the applications were 
either withdrawn or rejected and 14 were 
still under consideration at the end of 
January. The loans, which carry interest of 
4 per cent, are for five years, but any 
money not repaid at the end of that period 
will be reviewed. 

EQUAliSATION 
The Industry's submission for legislation to 
enforce equalisation of proceeds was sub
mitted to the Australian Agricultural Coun
cil on January 25 last. It- is underStood 
that the proposal received favourable con
sideration, but a press statement has not 
yet been made by the Minister for Primary 
Industry. 

{Reprinted from the Mallee Horticultural 
Digest per courtesy of the Victorian de
partment of Agriculture.) 

·Table 1. The effect of trellis drying on dried yield of currants {Average kilograms per 
vine)* 

Year 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 Cumulative 
Trellis dried 3.36 Not 4.36 8.89 3.34 . 11.95 

vines harvested 
Rack dried 3.35 Not 4.18 b.91 4.87 13.31 

vines harvested 

*To calculate tonnes per hectare, multiply kg/vine by 1.22. 
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Time to decide ••• 
Growers must now decide whether 
to dry their crop or send it to the 
winery, according to the Victorian 
Department of Agriculture. 

The department has calculated what a 
grower would need to receive from the 
winery to get the same return as ~hat pre
dicted from dried fruit. This comparison, 
drawn up as a guide for growers was 
released recently by Mr. G. Thomas, of the 
Mildura Department. 

It considers the range of dried fruit 
prices from $600 to $700: 

Total dried 
sultana price 
$/dried tonne 

600 
625 
650 
675 
700 

l:quivalent winery 
price required 
$/fresh tonne 

121 
126 
131 
136 
141 

Mr. Thomas said that these calculations 
assumed several factors. 

8 That door payment for dried fruit will 
be $225 per dried tonne and there will be 
payments of $50 per tonne in May and 
June. The balance wiH be paid in equal 
installments over 12 months. 

e That the payment by wineries is within 
60 days of delivery. 

\8 The delayed payments for dried fruit" are 
discounted by 12% to bring all values 
back to present day levels_. This 12% 
includes inflation and other factors which 
reduce the value of money received In 
future compared with its present d~y 
value. 

e The analyses assume that the fruit is 
11 degrees Baume and the wet ratio is 
4.55 to 1. 

e Harvest costs avoided by supplying a 
winery are about $58 per tonne. On the 
other hand cartage to the winery is about 
$7 per tonne. 

Given these considerations at about 
$625 per tonne, it would pay a grower on 
economic grounds alone to dry his crop, 
unless he could get at least $126 a fresh 
tonne from the winery. If the dried price is 
higher then the winery would have to 
offer proportionally more, Mr. Thomas 
stated. 

Mr. Thomas said that there were other 
factors that growers had to take in account. 

There is the obvious preference for cash 
on delivery rather than progressive pay
ments. 

Supplying a winery eliminates the risk 
associated with fruit loss on the racks and 
drying green. 

Vineyard management is made easier by 

delivering fruit direct to the winery rather 
drying on the block. 

Finally, growers who regularly supply 
a particular winery generally receive 
priority when the winery is look-ing for 
supplies from the approaching harvest. 

$853,000 cost for 
Kerang salt scheme 

The pilot scheme for saline land re
clamation in the Kerang-Cohuna district 
is now estimated to cost $853,304. 

This cost has been worked out by the 
Kerang Irrigation Region Salinity Action 
Committee and Mr. Alan Coad, water 
engineer. Detailed submissions seeking 
government support for the 5000 hectare 
scheme will be put before the Parliamen
tary Public Works Committee, inquiring 
into salinity control and drainage in 
Northern Victoria. 

The pilot scheme has been approved 
ir1 principle by the State Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission but it opposed sug~ 
gestion to dispose ·of groundwater into 
Lake Tutchewop, now used for the Barr 
Creek salinity diversion. 

Victorian production for 1976/77 
The Victorian office of the BAE recently released statistics by 'local government areas together with comparative figures on 

a State basis for the past five years. 

Of the grapes gathered, the estimated quantity used for wine making was 62,516 tonnes; for dried fruit production 200,414 
tonnes; and for table consumption, 8,226 tonnes. 

TABLE 1. VICTORIA - VITICULTURE: NUMBER OF GROWERS 
AREA AND PRODUCTION, SEASON 1976·77 

Number 
Area 

Local government of Not 
area growers bearing Bearing 

hectares hectares 
Kerang Shire 13 20 75 
Mildura City 18 15 134 
Mildura Shire 1,379 537 13,080 
Rodney Shire 23 11 46 
Rutherglen Shire 14 81 464 
Shepparton City and Shire 42 11 74 
Swan Hill City and Shire 565 296 4,710 
Remainder of Victoria 86 302 773 

Total 1976-77 2140 1,273 19,356 

1975-76 2,246 1,652 19,625 
1974-75 2,338 1,689 20,261 
1973-74 2,405 1,578 20,137 
1972-73 2,485 1,582 20,036 
1971-72 2,463 1,804 18,988 

(a) Includes estimated fresh weight equivalent of dried grapes produced. 

(b) Includes muscatels and walthams. 

n.p. Not published for reasons of confidentiality. 
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Grapes 
gathered 

(a) 

tonnes 
874 

1 ,716 
202,054 

162 
1,691 

309 
58,747 

5,603 

271,156 

287,326 
282,263 
206,396 
227,805 
354,973 

Raisins 
(b) 

tonnes 
n.p. 

16 
2,627 

1,065 
n.p. 

3,715 

4,135 
3,887 
2,254 
3,838 
4,854 

Dried produce 

Sultanas Currants 

tonnes tonnes 

298 18 
36,157 2,517 

5.085 75 
n.p. n.p. 

41,609 2,612 

46,183 1,707 
43,375 2,334 
31,392 1,255 
36,576 2,323 
68,203 3,409 
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• Salt- Now a maJOr problem 
The Federal Minister for Science, 
Senator Webster, recently told a 
seminar on plant salinity water
stress, held at Mildura and Merbein 
(Vic.), that salinity was now a very 
serious national and international 
problem with enormous costs to 
the community. 

A report tabled by the Australian 
Agricultural Council estimated the loss of 
horticultural crops, including vegetables, 
in the Mallee zone alone to be worth in 
the vicinity of $20 million a year. 

The Murray River's salt problem af
fected South Australia more than any 
other State. In November last, in the Sun
raysia district, the river salinity measured 
an incredible 500 parts of salt per million. 
This bordered on the maximum level set 
by the World Health Organisation, as an 
acceptable level for drinking water. 

The salt levels near Mildura and further 
down the Murray in South Australia are 
very worrying and at the present rate are 
dumping some five tonnes of .salt on each 
hectare of irrigated land. The problem is 
magnified during the summer when the 
water flow is low and so there is more 
salt concentration and when there have 
been no winter rains to flush out the river. 

. CSIRO scientists believe that increasing 
salinity of water in irrigation areas could 
be tackled by the development of more 
salt tolerant crops and trees. 

They say that the ·salt content in most 
irrigation water will continue to rise as 
more demands are placed on the scarce 
water resources. 

Dr. W. J. Downton, of CSIRO, says if 
the Federal and State Governments spent 
more money on salt-tolerant research, 
citrus, grape, stone fruit and other crops 
now at risk along the Murray River, might 
eventually b~ replaced by more hardier 
species. He said that very little research 
on this problem was being done in Aus
tralia or even internationally. 

Scientists know that there are significant 
differences in salt tolerance .. in several 
varieties of crops such as tomatoes, 
lucerne and soya beans. There are also 
substantial differences in the degree to 
which sodium and chloride accumulate 
in the rootstock varieties of grapes, citrus, 
stone fruit and avocadoes. Some species 
have the ability to ex?lude salt. 

Dr. Downton says that if crops could be 
grafted to selected root stocks, breeding 
and selection should make it possible to 
"toughen up" many important crops to 
cope with the increased saline environ
ment. 

The CSIRO's horticultural scientists 
hope· salinity research on plants will not 
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be neglected when the Federal Govern
ment allocates its 1978 funds for the 
nation's water resources. There are some 
grounds for hope - In a statement re
leased just before Christmas, Senator 
Webster said that the Federal Government 
planned to strengthen the CSIRO's 
irrigated-crop research in 1978, particularly 
in the fields of soils and water manage
ment. LET'S HOPE THEY DO. 

Urgent action 
Following a recent Robinvale 
meeting, eight organisations vitally 
concerned with the Murray salinity 
problems, drew up a list ol 
resolutions to be submitted to 
Government for immediate action. 

These resolutions were presented to the 
Minister for Science, Senator Webster, dur
Ing his recent visit to Mildura. 

Organisations represented at the meet
ing included the South Australian Murray 
Irrigators, the Kerang Irrigation Region 
Salinity Action Committee, private diverters 
north of Nyah, the Wakool Landholders 
Association, the Lower Murray (NSW) 
Water Users Association, the Sunraysia 
Salinity Committee, the First Mildura lr~ 
rigatlon Trust and the ADFA Salinity Com~ 
mlttee. 

All organisation re-affirmed their con
cern at the slow rate of progress being 
made in implementing · consultants re
commendations pot forward in the Murray 
Valley Salinity Investigation, made 
originally in 1970. 

It was urgently requested that the 
Federal Government together with the 
State Governments of NSW, Victoria and 
South Australia . implement the recom
mendation of the recent Working Party 
by passing the necessary legislation to 
give the River Murray Commission addi
tional powers. 

The Commission would then be able to 
control the quality of the water in the 
Murray as well as its distribution - this 
would assist in planning on a na,tional 
basis. 

A further resolution requests the Steer
ing Committee representing both Common
wealth and State Governments involved 
to recommend that work involved on pro
jects on which there is general agree
ment by water authorities, State Govern
ments and irrigators, should commence 
without further delay. 

Projects included in this category In
clude the installation of tube wells in the 
Sunraysia area and the Tullakooi-Wakool 

PRUNES INDUSTRY 
CONFERENCE 

The 1978 Prunes Industry Conference is 
to be held on 3 May 1978. The Conference 
will be held at Young, NSW, the actual 
venue to be arranged by the Young Dis
trict Couricil ADFA. 

The Board Chairman has extended an 
invitation to the Minister for Primary In
dustry. The Hon. ian Sinclair, to open the 
Conference. 

needed 
drainage disposals, listed In !he Water 
ConservatiOn and Irrigation Committee 
Report, of December 1975. 

It was agreed that as· Barr Creek was 
the major source of salinity to the Murray, 
the meeting asks the Commonwealth and 
State Governments for immediate funds 
and action to remove the bulk of the salt 
load from entering the Murray. The meet
Ing deplored the action of the NSW Water'· 
Resources Commission, in not diverting 
the Wakooi/Tullakool deep bore drainage 
water positively away from the river. 

Mr. N. Kirwin, secretary of the ADFA's 
Salinity Committee, which convened the 
meeting, said that the Minister had been 
asked for a positive Statement by the 
Government cJuring the election campaign,· 
as to what prOposed action would be taken 
to alleviate the serious threat to the live\1~ 
hood of the communities and the en~ 
vironment of the Murray Valley. 

FOR SALE 

VINES & CITRUS 
MATERIALS 

Contact: 

SUNNYCLIFF NURSERIES 

For all: 

CITRUS TREES 
VINE ROOTLINGS 
GRAFTED ROOTSTOCKS 

Also CONTRACT PROPAGATION can 
be arranged for your: 

Green or Hardwood 
cuttings 

Bench grafted rootstocks 
Citrus trees 

For orders or details write: 

PO Box 369 lrymple, Vic, 3498 
or phone (050) 24-5459 

AH: (050) 24·5500 
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ORDEAl BY FIRE 
By W. S. Noble 
Horticultural Press 
RRP $6.50 

The wild bushfires in January 1939, 
when almost the entire mountain , forest 
area of Victoria literally exploded, was the 
greatest disaster in the recorded history of 
Victoria. And because the Aborigines 
before us did not engage in fire control and 
forestry, it was probably the greatest and 
most destructive fire ever seen in the 
south-east of Australia. 

The control of small fires over the 
previous few years has allowed forest un
dergrowth to flourish and this, together 
with the accumulated debris from wide
spread milling operations, had provided 
unlimited fuel. It was not a question of if a 
major fire would occur, but when. 

Friday, January 13, 1939, provided those 
conditions: By 9.00 a.m. the temperature 
had already reached 98.6°F; by 3.00 p.m. it 
had reached 113°F, before peaking at the 
highest ever Melbourne temperature recor~ 
di.ng of 114.1°F. At the same time gale force 
wmds were recorded and the relative 
humidity reached an all-time low of 8 per 
cent. 

The fires which started became infernos, 
crown fires sweeping miles ahead of the 
ground fires, jumping across valleys; wild 
fires, unapproachable and uncontrollable. 
Within a week 77 people had died, over 

1,000 homes destroyed, small towns 
obliterated and millions of acres of forest 
country devastated. 

Mr W. S. Noble covered the fires aS 
senior reporter on the Melbourne "Herald". 
He saw at first hand the horror and tragedy 
and the heroics of a week which reduced 
much of Victoria to ashes. His book is 
graphic and frightening - for too easily it 
could happen again. 

The story of these fires might seem 
remote from the lush green of the irrigated 
areas, but the remoteness is more 
illusionary than real. Sunraysia depends on 
water for its livelihood and both the quality 
and the quantity of water depend largely 
on the health of the catchment areas. Only 
now is the extent of damage from the 1939 
and subsequent fires been realised, as salt 

·scouring occurs within the catchment 
areas. 

A living, breathing forest with tap roots 
going deep into the soil transpires 
thousands of tonnes of water daily. This 
helps to reduce ground water levels. 
Wherever the forest has been cleared 
there has been an immediate rise in the 
ground water levels. The same thing oc
curs after fire destroys the forest. 

The detection methods and heavy equip
ment now available make the control of 
small fires much easier than in 1939. But 
there is still no answer to the wild fires 
which can occur as the forest undergrowth 
accumulates. Perhaps the practice . of a 
wide-spread slow burn of the undergrowth 
as practiced in Western Australia is the 
answer. But Western Australian conditions 
are far different from those in the mountain 
areas of Victoria and a lot more research is 
necessary. 

Dead trees standing sentinel over the regrowth give graphic evidence of the destructive 
_force of fires. 

12 -- February, 1978 

Royal Commission 
into the Mildura 
Settlement 

The Royal Commission which followed 
the col/apse of the Chaffey Companies in 
1896 is by far the most extensive Enquiry 
conducted into the early history of the 
Mildura Settlement. It contains a wealth of 
evidence from both professionals and 
practical farmers. 

J. Alexander in his "Life of George Chat
fey", suggests that the Commission was 
biased against the Chaffeys and that undue 
n?ti~e was taken of evidence of a group of 
diSSidents. Certainly their evidence is 
given prominence, so also is the evidence 
of departmental engineers. Only a detailed 
reading of the Commission's Report, com
pared with other temporary evidence, can 
provide a final answer. 

The ADFA has recently printed a limited 
facsimile edition of the Commission's 
Report for distribution to libraries and 
universities. Ten copies of the Report have 
been held and these are now available to 
interested readers at a cost of $15 for soft 
bound copies; or $25 for a hard bound 
copy. Enquiries to head office. 

Embargo on licences · 
The NSW Water Resources Commission 
has adVised that a total embargo has been 
placed on the granting of water licences 
from the Murray. 

Additionally, a deferment has been 
placed on applications for the Murrum
bidgee and Darling Rivers pending a sur
vey of total water availability from these 
streams. 

This advice was given during discussion 
with Commission Officers in Sydney on 
January 25 last. The Commission advised 
that the only licences which would now be 
gr~nted were those that were already 
bemg processed. No new applications 
INOUid be considered until the survey had 
be~n completed. 

The Commission also confirmed its 
policy of lBPPiying restriction on all new 
licences to prevent the planting of dual
purpose grapes. The only application now 
before the Commission for the growing of 
grapes, was for a small area of table 
varieties at Menindie. Presumably, this was 
to service the fresh fruit market in Broken 
HilL 

As there is already a deferment of the 
granting of water rights in Victoria and ex
pansion in South Australia is virtually at a 
standstill, because of water availability, any 
expansion of grape plantings within the next 
year or· so will be confined to areas already 
holding water licences. 
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FROM THE HOME ECONOMIST: 

• • I I 
The Board recently gave ap

proval to the sponsorship of the 
Preston Cycling Club. The Club, a 
member of the Victorian Cycling 
Union, was established over 25 
years ago. 

The Association is the first Australian 
food company to have been accepted by 
the Executive of the Victorian Amateur 
Cycling Union, to sponsor one of its af
filiated clubs. 

The Preston Club, with some 40 mem
bers, has a very formidable record. Since 
1971, Preston has won the Victorian State 
Road Championship on six occasions and 
the Track Championship once, with three 
second placings. On the national scene the 
club has provided one representative in 
the 1972 Munich Olympic team and two 
representatives for the 1976 Montreal 
Olympic team. It also had two·members in 
the 1974 Commonwealth Games in New 
Zealand. 

Individual club members have provided 
noteworthy achievements. Brothers Remo 
and Sam Sansonetti won the Milan Six Day 
race in 1971; Remo Sansonetti took -out 
the coveted Tasmanian Tour in 1974, 1975 
and 1976 and as well the Grafton/lnverell 
road race in 1976. Remo was also the 
Australian Road Champion in 1973, 1975 
and 1976. 

More recently the Club took out first, 
third, fourth and fifth placing·s in the 1977 
South Australian Mail Tour two-day race. 

The aim in providing this sponsorship is 
two-fold. Firstly, to assist in the general 
promotion of Australian amateur sport, 
which today sadly lacks funds. Secondly, to 
promote the association of "Dried fruits 
and healthy living" as being two facets of 
life that should go "hand in hand". 

The Association has agreed to sponsor 
the Preston Club .tor this coming cycling 
season, which spans 12 months, at a cost 
of $1 ,000. The sponsor receives adver
tising per medium of the Product or brand 
names on the apparel of the cyclists, on 
the cycles, club hand--outs, banners and 
vehicles. Publicity photographs and press 
releases relative to the sponsor should 
give the Association some informative 
feedback. 

The recent introduction of the· cycling 
program "Flashing Pedals" on television 
(ABV--2) on a Saturday evening, in which 
the Preston club is a participant, will give 
added coverage for "The dried fruit -
healthy living" promotion. Later in the year 
a Cycling Exposition and Sports Week has 
been planned to be staged at the 
Exhibition Buildings in Melbourne and the 
Preston club has been selected to do the 
demonstrations on behalf of cycling. 
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At these and other events the Preston 
club will virtually become ambassadors for 
The Australian Dried Fruits lndutsry and 
will distribute products and literature on 
behalf of the industry. 

It is also interesting to note that the club 

Grape surplus feared 
An Australia-wide surplus of wine-grapes 
up to 45,000 tonnes has been forecast for 
the coming 1978 vintage, according to Mr 
A. D. Preece, president of the Federal 
Grapegrowers' Council of Australia. 

Mr Preece said that for the first time it 
appeared a surplus wine-grape situation 
\NOuld occur right throughout the country, 
extending from Western Australia through 
South Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales. In the past supluses have usually 
been confined to South Australia. 

In view of the latest developments, the 
Council has sought an audience with, the 
Minister for Primary Industry, Mr Sinclair, 
in Canberra later this month. A submission 
summarising the influencing factors has 
been forwarded to the Minister already. 

"Reduced demand for wine-grapes could 
create a switchback to drying for the 1978 
mid-Murray vine fruit harvest," said Mr 
Schneider, Victorian Department of 
Agricultural Officer, at Swan Hill. He fur
ther said that vines generally in the mid
Murray area were doing very well. par
ticularly sultanas. Because there were 

will assist in any practical way With any 
future industry promotion. 

It will be a case of each partner helping 
the other and in the long-term we are sure 
that both sport and Our own industry will 
prosper together. 

bleak prospects for the sale of wine
grapes, there might well be a swing back to 
drying fruit this season. 
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SEEN AND HEARD . • • 
' 

The SA Minister of Works, Mr. Corcoran, 
told the SA Assembly recently that the 
River Murray flow was now below SA's 
entitlement. He told Mr. Keneally (ALP 
Stuart) that water was being released from 
Lake Victoria to make up the entitlement. 

• • • ' 
CSIRO scientists say that salt content in 
most irrigation water will continue to rise 
as more demands are placed on our scarce 
water resources. At Mildura recently the 
salt level of the Murray River was taken 
at 500 parts per million, which is the 
maximum acceptable level set by WHO 
for human consumption. 

And still some State Governments are 
granting new licences to pump more water 
out of the Murray River Irrigation System. 
''There are none so blind as those who will 
not see." 

• • ' • 
At a recent meeting in Shepparton (Vic.) 
plans to establish a regional freight centre 
in the Goulburn Valley were outlined by 
Mr. Claude Dunn of the Victorian Railways 
Marketing Division. 

Representatives of Northern Victorian 
Fruitgrowers' Association at this meeting 
pointed out the potential of fresh market 
Fruit and vegetables being railed to 
Melbourne from all areas in the Goulburn 
Valley, particularly in the light of plans to 
investigate the establishment of a direct 
rail link to the Melbourne markEit. 

• * • * 
The water level at Lake Eildon over Christ
mas was dose to its lowest ever for the 
holiday period, aCcording to the secretary 

of the State Rivers and Water Supply 
Commission, Mr. G. W. Lewis. He said tow 
inflows of water to the storage and a high 
demand for irrigation water w~re res
ponsible for the low level of the lake. 

• • ' • 
The Victorian Solar Energy Research 
Committee will investigate a solar energy 
system for the new Cobram $300,000 
Nursing Home Unit. This follows questions 
put to the Premier of Victoria, Mr. Hamer, 
by the Member for Murray Valley, Mr. 
Ken Jasper. 

• • • * 
A French company, which had planned to 
tow icebergs from the Antarctic to the 
Red Sea to irrigate the Saudi Arabian 
desert, has now gone into liquidation. The 
company's debts are said to be over 
$630,000. 

• * * * 
The 1978 Irrigation Technical Conference 
will be held at Stouffer's Towers, in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, USA, from February 26 
to 28. The Conference Is being sponsored 
by The Irrigation Association. 

MBE for Hollick 
Noted Australian Viticulturist. Mr Bob 

Hollick, was made a Member of the Order 
of the British Empire in the New Year's 
Honours list. The Federal honour's list 
awarded an MBE to Mr Hollick, a committee 
member of Mildura and District Wine Grape 
Growers' Association for the past 25 years. 

He was president of the association from 
1954 to 1970. Mr Hollick has been a mem-

SA based winemakers B. Seppelt and Sons ltd., recently announcecf that a grape juice 
processing plant would be established at Buronga, NSW, to enable Seppelts to tap sup

plies of grapes in the Sunraysia district. 

14 February, 1978 

Mr Bob Hollick 

ber of the Federal Grape Growers' Council 
of Australia since 1953 and was president 
from 1958to 1963. 

Mr Hollick has been a representative of 
grape growers on the advisory council. 
Plant Research Laboratory, with the Oe
p.artment of Agriculture, since 1966. At 
present he is working on the development 
of mechanical pruning methods. 

Rural finances down 
The general financial outlook for farmers 
in 1978 is by no means good, according 
to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 

The Bureau predicts a 13% decline in 
farm incomes for the 1977/78 financial 
year. In its quarterly publication 'Trends", 
the Bureau says that after allowing for 
inflation, average income per farm will be 
down by some 19%. 

The major reasons for this decline are 
the drought affecting most of Australia's 
rural areas together with the 10% rise in 
farm costs. The gross payments received 
by farmers are expected to be about the 
same as for last year, because a fall in 
crop payments will be offset by highe1 
prices for livestock. · 

The value of the wheat output is fore
cast to decline by 15% to $900 million 
with a 5% fall in wool production, to th~ 
smallest clip for some 20 years, with its 
value down by 3% to $1130 million. 

The beef and veal production of $1090 
million would be 13% up on the 1976/77 
season. The value of sheep and lamb 
staughterings is forecast to remain level 
at $300 million. Dairy production is ex
pected to rise 8% to $552 million; with 
average returns to dairy farmers up by 
16%. 

Sugar production is expected to fall by 
8% to $428 million with its volume un
changed at 3.3 million tonnes. For major 
fruits, gross value of. outputs are forecast 
to rise by 6% to $401 million white pro
duction declines by 4%. 
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GROWERS' CONCILIATION AND LABOUR LEAGUE 

DRIED FRUITS ETC. INDUSTRY AWARD 

HARVEST SEASON 1978 (from 12·12-1977) 

OFFICIAL WAGE RATES 
BLOCK EMPLOYEES (Including Pickers) per week: 

1. Experienced Block Hand (2 years experience) 

2'. Experienced Pruner (2 years experience) 

3. General Hand 

4. Fruit Picker 

5. Leading Hand (employee appointed to supervise others) shall 
~f~:1~~cai~n~d~~tij~~~w!~ount over the weekly wage of his 

In charge of 2 to 6 employees $6.40 
In charge of 7 to 10 employees $'1.00 
In charge of 11 to 20 employees .... $10.70 
In charge of over 20 employees . . . ... $14.10 

6. Juniors: 
Percentage of Adult 

Rate for the Classlftcatlon 
upon which employed~ 

15 and under 16 years . 50 
16 and under 17 years . 60 
17 and under 16 years . .. 70 
18 and under 19 years .... 80 
19 and under 20 years . 90 
20 and over Adult Rate 

$1~7.60 

$127.60 

$124.70 

$120.30 

7. Casuals shall be paid at an hourly rate determnled by the formula
weekly rate plus 15% divided by 40. The rate ls $3.59 per hour. 

8. The maximum amount which may be deducted for full Board and 
Lqdglng during the harvest season Is $24.06 per week. 

9. Service Increments ($6 per week at 15th February, 1977) wlll increase 
to $8 per week as rrom 15th February, 1978. 

PIECEWORK PICKING 
(Buekets to be filled) 

Crouoben 
Formerly 

Currants SultaWUI Gord01:1 Cia« 
Shlraz Waltbams G~naehe Keisling Palomino Doradllio 

' I I • $ ' • 1 Bucket .31 .16 ·" .25 .16 .12 
2 Buckets .62 .31 .42 .50 .36 .25 
3 .93 .47 .62 .75 .53 .37 

1.24 .62 .83 1.00 .71 .50 
5 1.56 .76 1.04 U5 .69 .62 

' 1.87 .93 1.25 1.49 1.07 .75 
2.18 1.09 1.45 1.74 1.24 .67 

6 2.49 1.24 1.66 1.69 1.42 1.00 
9 2.60 1.40 1.87 2.24 1.60 1.12 

10 3.11 1.56 2.08 2.49 1.78 "' 20 ... 3.11 4.15 4.98 3.56 2.49 
30 9.34 4.6'1 6.23 7.47 5.33 3.74 .. 12.45 6.a 6.30 9.96 7.11 4.98 
50 1056 7.78 10.38 12.45 6.69 6~3 

60 18.67 9.34 12.45 14.94 10.67 7.47 
70 21.78 10.89 14.53 17.43 12.45 8.72 
80 24.90 12.45 16.60 19.92 14.22 9.96 
90 28.01 14.00 18.68 22.41 16.00 11.21 

100 31.12 15.56 20.75 24.90 17.78 13.45 

These rates are to be Increased by 25% when the plastic Bryce bucket or Shrub 
tub is used. Loading - 70c per 100 buckets eJttra. 

Suggested Wage Rates 
Adult Males 
Adult Females 

DRYING GREEN 

Rack Shaking - Complete Job (Includes hesslanlng up. 
shaking, pulling out, emptying on hessian long and 
raking out) for 60 Yard rack 

Rack Shaking - Part job (includes shaking_ carting 
out on mechanical trays) for 50 yard rack 

Rack Shaking only (using mechanical shaker> for 50 
yard rack ..... -· ··-- .... .... .... ___ .. · 

Boxing (includes stacking hessian and sisal to be rolled 
up) 

Loading on Transport per man 

per hour 
per hour 

per tier 

per tier 

per tier 

per box 
per box 

HARVEST CONTRACT - SULTANAS/Gf)RDOS 

Any abnormal crop conditions or where some fruit picked for market, 
adjustment by arrangement. Rates for Currants to be Increased by 15%. 

• 3.59 
3.59 

,., 
1.40 

.77 

.31 

.07 

Pea· Tonne 

Full job - Picking to loading into sweats on truck: 
(a) Grower supplies tractor and fuel 
{b) Contractor supplies tractor and fuel 

Part job - Picking, carting and spreading (Grower to spray): 
(a) As above 
(b) As above 

Part job - Picking, Cluting, dipping or spraying and spreading: 
(a) As above 
(b) As above 

Trellis Dr1ed Bummer Pruning per hour 
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' 
168.60 
190.15 

147.05 
168.95 

154.65 
176.25 

3,59 

CONTRACTING PER ANNUM (DRIED FRUITS) 

Full job (includes Irrigation cultivation, clean up - hoeing and/or 
dtsclng, crazy ploughing' and weeding, knifing and throwing on, 
furrowing .. out, topping, pruning, but excludes harvesMng, drilling, $ 
sulphuring, spraying, subso1llng and delVing> per acre 204.00 

TRACTOR WORK 

General {Includes spraying, sulphuring, m!Lnure spreading, slashing, 
topping, cultivating, furrowing out, discmg, Jrntflng, crazy ·plough- $ 
tng, ripping, etc. - to include travelling time) ... per hour 8.50 

Rotary Hoeing · per hour 10.00 

These rates are based on the use of a modem 30h.p.-40h.p tractor. 

SULTANAS- per 100 vines: 
cutting out 

PRUNING 

Pulling out $4.54, trimming up $2.38, no delve 
Pulllng out $4.92, trimming up $2.38, with delve 
Rolling on 
Complete job, no delve 
Complete job, with delve 

CURRANTS - per acre: 
Pruning 

WALTHAM CROSS - per acre: 
Pruning 

OORDOS- per acre: 
Pruning 

One acre constitutes 60 clullna of trellis. 

• 7.30 
8.92 
7>0 
6.92 

21.14 
21.52 

62.97 

66.89 

65.41 
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