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OBE FOR CHAIRMAN 
Mr Frank Gill, Chairman of the 

Board of Management of The Austra
lian Dried Fruits Association, was 
awarded the Order of the British Em
pire in the recent New Year's Honors 
List, for his services to viticulture. 

Mr Gill, of Red Cliffs (Vic.), was 
elected as a grower representative to 
the Board of Management in 1965 
and become Chairman in 1970. 

Mr Frank Gill 

EDITORIAL 
Although the 1979 selling season is not yet complete it is already apparent that 

domestic sales of Dried Vine Fruits will be a record. The previous high was in 
Season 1978 when a total of 23,462 tonnes was delivered into the Australian 
markets. In Season 1979 in the eleven months to January 25, the total has 
already reached 23,855 tonnes. Sales in excess of 24,000 tonnes for the 12 
months now seem certain. 

With promotion expenditure now finally related to sales achievement the 
increase has meant that both Australian Dried Fruits Sales Ply. Ltd. and G. Wood 
Son Co. Ply. Ltd. have been able to maximise their marketing opportunities. 
Promotion has been maintained at a high level for the year, considerable re
designing of consumer packs has, and will be, made and co-operation with 
manufacturers and major retailers has increased. All in all a good season. 

I remember that it was with some misgivings by Federal Council that promotion 
was passed to Agents on 1/3/1976. Sales to 28/2/1976 had only reached 
18,781 tonnes, having drifted slowly down from a peak under ADFA-controlled 
promotion of 22,951 tonnes in 1973. Since 1976, under Agent-controlled promo
tion, sales for the 12 months ending February 25 have been: 

1977- 22,253 tonnes 
1978-23,462 tonnes 
1979- 22,458 tonnes 
1980- 24,000 tonnes 

The decision of Federal Council1976, was undoubtedly correct even though it 
did result in some major changes to ADFA. 

Unfortunately it is not possible to give valid comparison figures for Dried Tree 
Fruits and Prunes as sales of these varieties in many seasons are determined by 
availability. What stocks there were of Tree Fruits were cleared before December 
last and Prune sales are showing an increase over previous seasons. 

We look forward to another good season in 1980 with good sales of high quality 
fruit. 

FRANK H. GILL 
Chairman 

ADFA Board of Management 
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THE lOth NATIONAL 
AGRICUlTURAL OUTLOOJ( 

CONFERENCE 

The following address 
was delivered to the 10th 
National Outlook Confer
ence by Mr D. W. Stride, 
Chairman, Australian 
Dried Fruits Corporation. 

The outlook for Dried Vine Fruits 
The new Dried Fruits Corporation, of which I am Chairman, is now one year 
old, and if I had chosen a time to enter the Industry, I could not have chosen 
a better one than 1979. 

Even though the Dried Vine Fruit Crop of 
1979 was not large nor of the usual high quality, 
there has been total clearance of alf stocks, with 
the exeption of seeded raisins, and we go into 
Season 1980 with very good prospects. 

When we talk about the dried fruit propects for 
the 1980s and in this regard I am referring to 
currents, sultanas and raisins, it is my firm belief 
that these next ten years will be of the utmost 
importance to the world production of . the 
products. 

PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 
The dried vine fruit countries of the world in 

terms of approximate annual production are as 
follows:~ 

USA ................ 200,000 tonnes 
Greece.. .. ........................... 150,000 tonnes 
Turkey.. . . ............................ 100,000 tonnes 
Australia ..................................... 70,000 tonnes 
Iran.... . ..................... 60,000 tonnes 
Afghanistan ............................... 50,000 tonnes 
South Africa .. 15,000 tonnes 
Spain ............................................. 5,000 tonnes 

Total .......................................... 650,000 tonnes 

Annual world export trade amounts to ap
proximately 430,000 tonnes; the balance of 
220,000 is consumed domestically or used for 
other purposes in producing countries. 

Now, of the world export trade, about 80 per 
cent (344,000 tonnes in total) are sold annually in 
the various consuming countries in Europe in
cluding the EEC, Comecon and Scandinavian 
Countries. 

Nine of the EEC Countries import in total 
approximately 220,000 tonnes annually, this 
being in excess of 50 per cent of annual world 
export trade in dried vine fruits, and of that 
amount, the United Kingdom imports annually 
about 110,000 tonnes. 

AUSTRALIA- AS A SUPPLIER 
Australia has in the past and will continue in 

future to be an important supplier to world 
markets of many items including agricultural 
products. Some Australian agricultural industries 
over recent years have diversified their export 
outlets to each an extent that they have become 
less and less depenqent on markets in Europe 

There are a number of Industries h'owever 
where a general widespread diversification 
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programme away from Europe has in fact not 
been possible nor will it be in the foreseeable 
future. · 

The Australian Dried Fruits Industry is a case 
in point. The dependence of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Producer and in fact Dried Fruit Producers 
all over the world on markets in Europe (including 
those of the EEC; Scandinavian Countries and 
Comecon Countries) as continuing outlets for the 
annual production of dried vine fruits (sultanas, 
currants and seeded raisinS) is well demon
strated in the figures stated earlier relating to 
world export trade. 

GENERAL- AUSTRALIA 
Since 1972 when production in Australia of 

dried vine fruit reached a record high of 105,074 
tonnes:~ 

(Sultanas........ . ................ 91 ,482 tonnes 
Currants.... .. .................. 7,491 tonnes 

Raisins ........................................ 6, 101 tonnes 

Total ...................................... 105,074tonneS) 
production of the principal variety viz., the sultana, 
has exceeded 60,000 tonnes only on one occa
sion when in 1976, 60405 tonnesofsultanaswere 
produced. · 

From 1974 to 1979 average annual production 
of the various varieties over that six-year period 
was as follows:-
Currants .. . ............... 5,224 tonnes 
Sultanas ................ .. ... 55, 145 tonnes 
Raisins.... .. ....................... .4,914 tonnes 

Total... ............ ......... ...65,283 tonnes 
The Australian average annual consumption 

and overseas exports during the same six-year 
period have been as follows:~ 

In Australia.. .. ............... 24,727 tonnes 
Exports ....................................... 40,556 tonnes 

Total... ................ .. ............ 65,283 tonnes 
It is interesting to note that based on a pop~ 

ulation of 14 million people average annual per 
capita consumption over the past six years is 
1. 766 kgs. or in my language 3.89 lbs. By world 
standards this is very high and is the highest by 
far of any dried fruit producing count.ries. 

1979SEASON 
The specific tonnages of the three varieties 

produced from the 1979 Season were as 
follows:~ 

Currants.......... . .................. 6,124tonnes 
Sultanas (including Naturals) ..... 51 ,641 tonnes 

*Raisins .......................................... 5,990 tonnes 

Total ............................................ 63,755 tonnes 

*Including 1978 carryover of 1,207 tonnes. 

For .1979 total exports of all varieties were 
about 34,000 tonnes, domestic sales 29,000 
tonnes and there will be a carryover into 1980 of 
1,000 tonnes of raisins. 

Domestic sales at 29,000 tonnes are very 
pleasing and this means a rate of consumption in 
Australia of 2 kgs. per person per annum. In all 
the circumstances this is a remarkable 
achievement and all those concerned should be 
very pleased. 

WORLD TRENDS IN PRODUCTION 
It should be noted that throughout the principal 

dried vine fruit-producing countries of the world 
with.the exception·of Afghanistan, production' of 
dried fruits of the vine is being controlled either by 
Governments or limited by the action taken 
within the particular Industries_ to restrict acre
ages planted to vines. 

, However this situation could change and 
already we know that Mexico will Pe an important 
dried vine fruit producing country by 1990. Both 
Afghanistan and MexicO, particularly the latter, 
are expanding the areas under vines for dried 

- frl!it production to a considerable extent. 

IMPORTS- COMECON 
COUNTRIES 

In Comecon Countries imports of dried vine 
fruits are increasing ~ by far the largest im~ 
porting country other than the United Kingdom is 
the USSR. 

Annual exports to Comecon Countries are 
effe'cted by Greece, Turkey, Iran and Afghan
istan to the extent that approximately 110,000 
tonnes were imported into those countries in 
1978. The basis- of this trade is arranged niainly 
through bilateral agreements, but in years of 
world shortages normal or usual trade proced
ures apply. 

There is evidence that annual exports of dried 
vine fruits to Comecon Countries in normal 
seasons of supply· are increasing at the rate of 
12% per cent per arlnum. 

Australia will be_ endeavouring to obtain some 
of this annual.'trade in future and although 
prospects of doing so appear bright, due to lower 
than normal production in this country and the 
demands 'from traditional export markets, de
velopment of this area as an additiohal export 
market has not been possible. 

e Continued overleaf 
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IMPORT DUTIES- DRIED VINE 
FRUITS- EUROPEAN ECONOMIC 
COMMUNITY 

Under the original tariff conditions of the 
European Economic Community, the duty on the 
import of dried vine fruits by member States from 
third countries was 8 per cent. 

By virtue of the associate member status of 
both Greece and Turkey with the EEC, import 
duties were not applicable to dried vine fruits from 
those two countries entering the original six 
member States. 

By a special arrangement between the EEC 
and Iran, a reduced tariff of 1.2 per cent on a 
defined annual tonnage is applicable. All third 
countries are permitted to share and supply dried 
vine fruits to member States against this special 
quota which is equal to 15 per cent of the 
previous year's total imports from third countries. 

Arising from the Kennedy Round of Tariff 
Negotiations in 1967, the EEC duty on dried vine 
fruits was reduced from 8 per cent to 6 per cent. 

The EEC Common External Tariff on dried 
vine fruits was later reduced from 6 per cent to 4 
per cent from January 1, 1975. A further re
duction in that duty from 4 per cent to 3 per cent 
will commence on January 1, 1980, and will be 
fully phased in by January 1, 1987. 

A number of you here will no doubt be 
wondering about the European Economic Com
munity and how it will affect the Australian Dried 
Fruits Industry. Much has been written about the 
subject and from what I am about to say I do not 
wish to imply that the matter is unimportant; 
hoWever I would like to put this position as my 
colleagues and I understand it. 

In June this year the General Manager of the 
Corporation, Mr Wearne and I met EEC and 
British Officials and the following are appropriate 
extracts of our report of those discussions:-

"GREECE- GENERAL 
It became apparent early in the discussions 

that the many and various representations made 
by countries other than Greece, as well as dried 
truit organisations in importing countries, to the 
EEC and the Governments of Member Countries 
had created a climate among the Officials having 
the effect of indicating that any suggestion of 
undue assistance in future to the dried fruit 
industry in Greece by tne EEC was just not on. 

Perhaps this impression is as a result of what 
many EEC Officials consider will face EEC 
agriculture from 1981 onwards. The very great 
burden to the people of the EEC of the ever 
increasing cost at the continually rising 
agricultural subsidies within the Community is a 
weight many in Europe believe must be brought 
to a stop or drastically reduced. 

Whether the above is a fair indication of the 
position at present only time will tell. 
However we must continue to be vigilant and 
where necessary make represenrations to the 
EEC in order that the world export trade in dried 
fruits in future may be' maintained in the volume 
and to various importing countries without any 
restrictions. 

POSITION OF TURKEY 
Whenever the subject of Turkey was raised 

the British and EEC Officials seemed to offer the 
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same comments - 'the problems to be 
overcome with Turkey are insurmountable' and 
'for Turkey to become a Member of the ECC will 
be a political question, not one of economics.' 

From the representatives of Turkey attending 
the 1979 Conference of Sultana (Raisin) Pro
ducing Countries it became apparent that much 
hostility exists in Turkey at the manner in which 
Turkey's previous association with the EEC has 
been down-graded and virtually abandoned in 
favour of other Western European Countries. 

CONCLUSION 
The information and advice forthcoming from 

the Officials was given in both a helpful and 
constructive manner. 

We do not in any way or sense wish to give the 
impression that there will not be problems to the 
Australian Dried Friuts Industry and others of the 
world arising from Greece becoming the tenth 
Member of the EEC. 

At the present time there does not appear to be 
any action taking place within the EEC having the 
effect of damaging the level of exports that 
Australia will wish to market in the EEC in the 
foreseeable future. At the same time however we 
must remain alert and be prepared ·to act 
appropriately whenever information is received 
to the contrary." 

WORLD EXPORT MARKET PRICES 
Over recent years prices on world markets for 

dried vine fruits and other commodities have 
risen very substantially and if I might be per
mitted to say the prices asked by some countries 
in September, 1979, for their dried vine fruits 
were at levels which gave some cause for 
concern. 

In 1976 our opening prices for sultanas were at 
a minimum of $A485 per tonne and today 
some countries are asking $US2,000 per tonne 
for similar fruit. Such a level could bring con
sumer reaction, and this is certainly something 
the dried vine fruits countries of the world do not 
want. Evidence of lack of confidence in the 
market has already been seen in the United 
Kingdom and Canada. 

Surpluses can come about in two ways

Reduced consumption 
or 

Over-Production 

or some of each of those unwelcomed spectres. 

In my reading of the conditions which prevailed 
for the marketing of dried vine fruits in the early 
1960s it is not too much to say that it appears to 
have been a contest to sell at the lowest possible 
price. 

And it gives me confidence and pleasure to 
conclude this address with a reference to the 
International Co-operation now taking place 
between Dried Vine Fruits Producing Coun
tries. 

Delegations representing SUltana (Raisin) 
Growers, Packers, Exporters and Governmental 
Agencies· from Afghanistan, Australia, Greece, 
Iran, South Africa, Turkey and the United States 
of America have met in conference on a number of 
occasions in each year since 1961. 

In 1963 an Agreement for the Stabilization of 
Sultana (Raisin) Marketing was signed in Athens 
in June by Representatives of the Australian, 
Greek and Turkish Sultana Industries. In 1970 
South Africa became a signatory to the 
Agreement. 

In 1971 arising from mounting world surpluses 
it was decided by the Signatory Countries not to 
renew the Agreement. 

In the years that followed world prices fell to 
very low levels but in 197 4, due to low production 
in a number of countries, returns to world 
producers began to improve. Prices have now 
reached levels in international trade that give to 
the producers a fair and reasonable return for 
their labours. 

It is encouraging to read in the reports of the 
conferences since 1970 that there has developed 
between the various countries a spirit of goodwill 
and the desire for continued co-operation. I would 
suggest that this co-operation will do more for the 
Industry than could any agreement which alas 
often lacks flexibility and is easily avoided when 
circumstances become difficult. 

OUTLOOK SUMMARY AND 
CONCLUSION 

The important factors in making an assess
ment of the outlook for Australian dried viile fruits 
in 1980 and beyond appear to me to be:-

1. Present world stocks are low by normal 
standards and it- is unlikely that this position 
could be reversed in the next three years 
given known factors. 

2. The Australian 1980 crop of dried vine fruits 
to be harvested in February/March is ex
pected to be around 70,000 tonnes. 

3. The prices being offered in world export 
traae could stabilise at around 
$US1,800 per tonne. At this level no Tnajor 
disposal problems are expected. 

4. Ocean freight rates from Australia to all 
markets overseas will be increased early in 
1980, but the factor which gives the most 
concern is the matter of surcharges for 
bunker oil to be applied in future. However 
with the substantial increases in prices over 
recent years the effect of increases in freight 
rates are not as profound as they were 
previously. 

5. Reduced EEC duty from January 1, 1980, 
will apply to dried vine fruits and no im
pediment to imports is anticipated in that 
area. 
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6. The cost of production is expected to in
crease substantially in Australia 1979/80 
with wages, productivity and cost of 
materials all being averse. 

7. Interest rates in Australia for the agricultural 
producer may be regarded as fairly rea
sonable, but with escalating rates in North 
America and the United Kingdom this 
situation may worsen. 

8. World export trade in dried vine fruits from 
June 1, 1978 to May 31, 1979, increased 
notwithstanding heavy production losses in 
some countries. This came about by all 
stocks built up from past years being cleared. 

9. Buyers in markets overseas may face liquid
ity problems but provided it is recognised that 
they too are in business to make a profit and 
provided the dried vine fruits are turned over 
at a reasonable pace at the retail level good 
business should continue. 

10. The Australian currency appears to be in a 
fair and reasonable relationship with the US 
dollar. 

Taking all the above factors into account and 
providing producing countries do not discourage 
Buyers and Consumers by too high prices the 
situation for the 1980s for dried vine fruits on the 
world market appears to be bright and one in 
which producers can have every confidence. 

On present day values at $US 1 ,800 per tonne 
that 650,000 tonnes referred to earlier as the 
approximate annual world production of dried 
vine fruits is worth well over one thousand million 
dollars and by any standard that figure is not 
inconsiderable. The Australian share would 
approximately $A 115,000,000 and that is an 
industry well worth husbanding. 

Horticultural study and research to improve 
both quality and quantity of yields should be 
actively encouraged and enthusiastically em
braced by all producers. It is well known that 
other producing countries are developing im
proved products and modern methods of pro
cessing and packing. Our Industry must not be 
jeopardised by the presentation of anything less 
than the most attractive commodity of which 
this fair and lucky country is capable. If all con
cerned in the various aspects of the Dried Fruits 
Industry continue to take every care to maximise 
the standard of our product I am convinced the 
1980s can be faced with confidence. 

QUARANTINE 
LAWS BROKEN 

Two travellers returning from overseas last 
August were penalised recently for trying to bring 
plant material'1nto Australia. 

A man received a fine of $100 in the 
Broadmeadows (Vic.) Magistrate's Court for 
trying to smuggle in plum plants and grapevines; 
a woman from South Oakleigh who tried to bring 
in live plant cuttings and Alfalfa seed received a 
lesser penalty of a good behavior bond in the 
same court. 

A spokesman for the Department of Agri
culture said that Australia's quarantine laws were 
designed to protect this country's prim.ary in
dustries from diseases and pestS which could be 
transmitted from imported plant material, animal 
matter or soiL He said the only way to ensure the 
effectiveness of these laws, and safeguard 
Australia's primary industries, was to enforce the 
laws rigidly and prosecute every case, no matter 
how trivial it might appear. 
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NFF and Government clash over oil 
pricing 
The National Farmers' Federation 
while supporting the Govern
ment's energy objectives, 
strongly opposes the continua
tion of automatic adjustments in 
the Australian crude oil price levy 
in line with the price of Saudi 
Arabian light crude oil. 

Recently NFF presented the Government 
with its own ideas as to how Australian crude oil 
prices should be set. This involves a six-monthly 
review of the crude oil levy, in consultation with 
industry, business and other interested parties. 

The review would take into consideration the 
current inflation rate, effectivenesS of liquid fuel 
conservation measures, exploration .activities 
and the world oil supply situation. Any review 
should be based on the Australian export price 
for oil rather than import parity prices. It should 
also take ito account the effect of fuel prices on 
Australia's industries. 

The big question is "Will the Government back 
down on its import parity policy?" Professor 
Harris, of the Australian National University 
summed the situation up well at the recent 
Outlook Conference and we quote his re
marks:-

"Obviously, the farmer's problem is a real one. 
Increasing oil prices do have immediate and 
adverse consequences on the farm sector. But 
the farm sector does have two things going for it 
on energy. 

First, and most important, all farmers in the 
rest of the world face the same problem -some 
face it earlier and some have still to face it fully, 
but face it they will and Australian agriculture will 
not necessarily be competitively disadvantaged. 

Second, the rest of the Australian economy will 
also face the problem - not always at the same 
extent, but equally as inevitably. So it is not as 
bad as a direct cost increase affecting the farm 
sector alone. 

Obviously, we would all be better off if oil prices 
had not increased. But let's keep these costs in 
perspective. Australia-wide, retail petrol prices at 
the pump, in real terms, are about where they 
were in the early 1950s. And in the 1950s, 
farmers needed to pay about 1.6% of their yearly 
farm income for 1,000 litres of petrol; today they 
would need 1.1% - so the burden, while im
portant, need not be unmanageable. 

To the economist, the energy problem is a 
different one. To him, the real cost of oil has 
increased - and would have done so without 
OPEC. We are now in a transition stage to an 
economic system based on a wider mix of energy 
sources - including crude oil. If this transition 
does not take place efficiently, two things are 
likely: one, the transition costs will be much 
higher; and, two, the transition will not be smooth 
- with greater dangers of interruptions to 
supplies of liquid fuels. 

Now, short-term oil costs are important to the 
farmer, but more so is the longer term cost and 
security of liquid fuel supply.lncreased domestic 

011 prices will encourage the search for oil, but 
also for substitutes and for energy-saving 
technologies. 

The economist sees these problems of the 
transition as being largely resolved by pricing oil 
as its real cost world parity. 

Subsidies or concessions to enable particular 
groups to get oil cheaper do not help, and, 
similarly, do not work - like the earlier petrol 
price equalisation, the farmer gets all the blame 
and someone else gets most of the benefits, and 
the bureaucracies get bigger. So let me be clear: 
I believe the world parity pricing policy is very 
much in the long-term interests of the farm 
sector." 

Professor Harris supported Primary Industry 
Minister, Mr Nixon, who pointed out that in spite 
of the Government's import parity policy the 
prices of petroleum products in Australia were 
still among the lowest in the world. 

The Minister remarked that by allowi_ng price 
rises to come through as they occurred, there 
was less dislocation in the community. He said 
that it would have been impossible for Austra
lians to bear a jump from $6 a barrel for oil in 1976 
to the present price of $24.77 a barrel in one rise. 

Mr Nixon stated, "If higher fuel prices are 
causing farmers pain, then the consumers of this 
country and overseas are going to have to share 
that pain by paying higher prices for agricultural 
products." 

RESEARCH PROGRAMS 
!he Minister for Primary Industry, Mr Peter 

Nixon, said recently, that approval had been 
given for the expenditure of $125,178 for re
search into the Dried Fruits Industry in 1980/81. 

Mr Nixon said, during 1980/81 research would 
be undertaken on behalf of the Committee by 
CSIRO, the State Departments of Agricultural in 
NSW, Victoria, South Australia and Western 
Australia, and the Bread Research Institute. 

New research projects approved are:-

• Improved Drying and Dressing Oils for Dried 
Vine Fruits. 

• Biological Control of the weed "Three Cor
nered Jack". 

• Removal of Capstems from Currants in WAin 
Compliance with DPI Tolerances. 

• The Economics of Alternative Irrigation Sys
tems for Dried Vine Fruits. 

• High Fruit Loaf Development. 

e A booklet on Propagation and Grafting of 
Grape Vine Rootstocks. 

The industry provides funds to assist the re
search programme by way of a levy on all dried 
fruits delivered to packing houses. The Com
monwealth Government provides dollar for dollar 
matching grants on expenditure from the 
Research Trust Account, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Dried Fruits Research Act, 
1871. 
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VICTORIA'S FIRST IRRIGATOR 
Sidney Ricardo, who pumped water from the Yarra for 
irrigation onto his Heidelberg property in 1958,has often 
been regarded as being the first irrigator in Victoria. 

However, there are records to show that David Milburn 
of Grange Farm, Keilor, began to irrigate in 1857, two 
years before Ricardo; and only 23 years after Batman -
the first settler -landed at Melbourne. 

This information is contained in the records of 
the First Irrigation ConferenCe of March, 1890, 
convened by Alfred Deakin, then Minister of 
Water Supply*. In David Milburn's own words.: 

"I starte!=i by getting my living from seven acres 
of land, leased in "1857, with two acres of orchard; 
used water by hand-pump. Afterwards bought 
45V2 acres of land; planted three acres of orchard; 
and used pump worked by horse-power. 

In "1870, bought 70 acres Of land adjoining; 
planted more frUit trees, and erected chain 
water-lifter, worked by horse-power, which gave 
100 gallons per minute at 34 feet delivery: this 
with fair results. Had a windmill erected, having 
four different pumps, all in a small way; for when 
horse, or man, or wind stopped, the water 
stopped. 

"In 1884, having a few hundred pounds to 
spare, I thought of going in tor a centrifugal pump 
and engine, but I was recommended to try two 
hydraulic rams, and erect. a weir across the 
Saltwater river to work them; but what with the 
rams not working well and the weir being washed 
down three times, I did not get good results the 
first two years. 

"In 1887had a third ram put down. When plenty 
of water is running over the weir, the three rams 
will deliver, at a height of 50 feet, "150 gallons per 
minute, at 30 feet high, 220 gallons per minute. 
These are a great imProvement on the former 
pumps (saving horse and manual labOur), as they 
work day and night with very little attention." 

Another early irrigator also before Ricardo, Mr 
·G. Eason of Scott's Marsh near Ballarat, gave his 
experience - dating from 1858 - at the same 
Conference: 

"In writing this paper I am guided solely by my 
own experience, having irrigated my land for the 
last "32 years, irrigating fruit and vegetables, but 
not grain. 

"In preparing the land for fruit trees, 1 have had 
to grub and clear it; where there are no stones it is 
Ploughed to a depth of about a foot, and where it 
is stony it is trenched to about the same depth.! 
have taken several crops of vegetables off 
most of my land before planting it• with fruit trees. 

"When planting, I dig the holes about the depth 
that the ground is ploughed, as I find that it allows 
no stagnant water to stop· around the·tre·es, as 
would be the case if the holes were sunk deeper. 

''In applying the water to the apple trees (which 
are planted "16ft. 6 in. apart each way), on a poor 
loamy soil With a clay subsoil, and finding the 
apples thrive much better on this sort of soil than 
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on the rich black or chocolate sons. I run the 
water down a furrow between every alternate 
row of trees, there also being a covered drain 
down the same, the furrow being on the lower side 
of the drain which carries away all wasted water, 
which can be used for lower-lying ground if re
quired. I usually water apples twice a season. 

"The plums, pears, and raspberries are planted 
in deep black soil (raspberries also thriving well on 
chocolate soil), and require much more water 
than apples, while gooseberries and red currants 
thrive best on chocolate soil, and do not require 
much water. I never flood the ground, always 
finding that it is best to soak it under the surface. 

''In preparing the land for cabbages, of which 1 
grow large quantities, 1 always take care to have 
the ground worked very fine, and ploughed in 
lands "13ft. 6 in. wide, planting six rows in a land. 
In planting, I run the water down each furrow, 
watering each plant with a watering can, and 
when they are growing and require water, I turn it 
down a furrow made with a hoe down the centre 
of each land, taking care to have the crown high, 
turnips being treated in the same manner, they 
being sown broadcast. Carrots and parsnips 
require very little water, while peas, beans, and 
tomatoes requir:e plenty of water and ri~h soil. 

''No system of irrigation can be a success 
unless all stagnant water be kept off the ground, I 
having found that a plant standing· in stagnant 
water tor twelve hours is very likely to die; so that 
it is necessary to have the ground thoroughly 
drained. It is also necessary to keep the ground 
well worked. Cultivation may be a success 
without irrigation, but irrigation cannot take the 
place of cultivation. 

"Having had an apple tree die, and noticing 
another oi1e beginning to wither, 1 put in a small 
covered drain alongside the row, with the result 
that the tree recovered, and no more have died 
since. 

"I think that one of the most striking results of 
irrigation can be seen at my place now. 
Cabbages that have been grown without irri
gation are worth about 2s. per dozen in the 
Ballarat market, and not much more than half 
ever being fit to cut, while those that have been 
grown by irrigation are worth 3s. per dozen; and 
as there are about 1 ,000 dozen in an acre, it is a 
very considerable difference. 

"The land that I have planted my apple trees in 
without irrigation is worth about £8 per acre, 
while with irrigation it is worth £50. So that you 
see from a comparatively useless piece of land a 
drop of water has made it into one of the most 
valuable gardens in the district. 

"In conclusion, gentlemen, I might say that I 
obtain my supply of water from a spring, about £5 
being sufficient to cut all the permanent channels 
that are required, it being obtained by gravitation. 
In addition to irrigating the garden, I have also 
laid the water on with iron pipes for domestic 
purposes, for watering the flower garden, and for 
the use of horses, cows, pigs, etc.·· 

Third comes Ricardo and fourth is John 
Garden, who first began to irrigate a vineyard at 
Taradale in 1861, and later went to Cohuna. It is 
interesting to note that Deakin introduced him at 
the Conference ··as the pioneer of irrigation", no 
doubt awarding the title because of his scale of 
operations at Cohuna. Speaking of his ex
perience at Cohuna, Mr. Garden said: 

"In 1882 I purchased my pumping plant- a 
1 0-horse-power engine and "15-inch pump. I 
practically formed myself into a private trust at 
the expense of £1,000 for plant and drains, and 
did for myself what the various trusts are now 
doing for numbers. I not only risked my labour, 
but my money also. 

"Drains had to be hurriedly formed -I had no 
precedent to go by. I had often seen water 
conveyed long distances by the diggers for 
sluicing purposes. I utilised this knoWledge, 
modifying the shape of the drains as circum
stances demanded, and this produced the 
channels 1 now use for irrigation. 

"As far as I can see, there has been no Im
provement since the principle adopted in the 
construction of channels. I successfully irrigated 
in the year named-1882-300 acres of wheat 
and 600 acres of grass, I believe the first done in 
this colony, and perhaps anywhere, by means of 
a certrifugal pump. 

"The crop, when I applied the water, was in a 
very fading condition, and would have been 
beyond recovery in another fortnight. The experi
ment was most successful, for the yield after
wards proved to be from 20 bushels to 40 bushels 
per acre, with a financial return that about cleared 
my plant. I applied about 5 inches of water. There 
could be no questioning the success." 

In the northern irrigation areas, the first irri
gator appears to have been W. J. W. Patchell of 
Keiang, an extract from whose speech at the 
Conference reads thus: 

"What is irrigation? I define it to be an artificial, 
judicious supply of moisture to plant life, through 
the roots, where nature fails to perform that 
function. 

"We all know the result in animal life if food is 
withheld or insufficiently supplied; death or 
decay would inevitably ensue. So it is in the 
vegetable kingdom; the system must be regu
larly fed; and as there is only one medium, i.e. 
water, that element is absolutely necessary to 
th~ very existence as well as the proper 
development of plant lite. 

""Physiologists have proved that plants will 
subsist on water alone. 'Van Helmont', 1 think it 
was, experimented on a willow which he planted 
in a known quantity of earth, and in the course of 
five years, with nothing supplied but pure rain 
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water, the willow had increased in weight 170 
lbs., with no perceptible loss in the weight of the 
earth. 

"From what I myself have observed, I am 
convinced that the river waters which we use for 
irrigation must be more largely charged than 
rainwater with the ingredients of which vegeM 
tables are composed, which ingredients, being 
soluble in water, are collected thereby from the 
air and soil in its passage from whefe it falls as 
rain to the water-courses, and also from the soil 
in which the plant is located and draws its 
moisture. 

"I therefore think that ordinary goud soil will 
produce any plant suitable to the latitude and 
altitude by proper irrigation. without impoverish
ing the soil, provided it- the soil- is allowed to 
recoup by judicious rotation of crops or by bare 
fallow. I am confirmed in my views by long 
experience, having been tilling the same land, 
with good results, since 1863 without any 
manure, except on some clayey intractable 
spots, on which I applied as a disintegrative 
some farmyard manure or blackfellow's oven. 
The only other nutriment it received was from the 
waters supplied." 

In view of the paucity of the early records, no 
one can ever be quite sure that another pioneer 
may not have been Victoria's first irrigator, and 
the Commission would certainly be most in
terested to hear of any other claimants. But at 
this stage the honour seems to be David Mil
burn's. 
This article was first printed in AQUA in June, 
1959. 

WATCH OUT FOR 
MEALYBUG 
By R. Johns, District Horticult1,1ral 
Adviser, Robinvale, Victoria 

LongMtailed mealybug could pose a threat to 
district dried and fresh grape growers this 
season. Reports of infestation have been coming 
in from some growers in the past week, par
ticularly from the Robinvale area. 

Mealybug can cause economic damage by 
producing a substance called honey-dew. 
Honey-dew renders bunches of grapes very 
sticky and unsuitable for the fresh fruit market, 
and also interferes with the drying process or 
Raisins and Sultanas. A sooty mould also de
velops on honey-dew, giving vines and fruit a 
blackened, unsightly appearance. 

Mealybug is not normally a problem because it 
is effectively controlled by other insects, (or 
natural predators). The natural balance can be 
upset if spray chemicals other than Lead ar
senate or Bacillus formulations, are used for light 
brown apple moth control-early in the season. 

If control of mealybug becomes necessary, 
apply a spray of *Rogor or carbaryl. Amino carb 
{or *Matacil) may be used where light brown 
apple moth is still a problem. 

In the case of table grapes, a spray should be 
applied during late October to early November, 
and cigain in late December or January. It is very 
important that infested areas be marked out and 
spot sprayed thoroughly for maximum control. 

*Chemical brand name. 
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FINAL GRADE DIFFERENTIALS 
The following final differentials are advised for Peaches and Pears for Season 1979: 

Grades 

FANCY - Extra Large 
-Large 
-Medium 

CHOICE- Extra Large 
..:..._Large 
-Medium 

SLABS 
PLAINS 

Over 

" Basis 

'{alue per tonne 
PEACHES 

$ 
1,365 
1,325 
1,273 
1,284 
1,249 
1,073 

255 
Basis 

Value per tonne 
PEARS 

$ 
636 
533 
327 
533 
499 
241 

Basis 

DIFFERENTIALS- APRICOTS 
The following final differentials are advised for Apricots for season 1979: 

Grades· 

JUMBO 
FANCY- Extra Large 

-Large 
-Medium 

CHOICE- Extra Large 
-Large 

SLABS 
PLAIN 

-Medium 

MARKED~ Extra Large 
-Large 
-Medium 
-Slabs 
-Plain 

HAlLMARKED 
CHOICE- Extra Large 

-Large 
-Medium 

Over/Under 

Over 

Basis 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Value per tonne 
APRICOTS 

$ 
549 
435 
326 
142 

337 
228 

55 
36 

Basis 

280 
163 
108 
127 
155 

309 
200 
80 

leading riders in the "B Grade" 36 km roc,d race at the Mildura Carnival of Sport. The race was 
eventually won by Gary Gray of the Northcote Club in 61.2 minutes. 
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Advice of filling 
bulk bins 

The second part of the Mildura Packers 
Association advice on the handling of bulk 
bins for dried fruits, printed belpw concerns 
the filling of bins. 

Fruit containing excess moisture, (wet fruit 
which is above that permitted under the regu
lationS) must not be tilled into bins. The asso
ciation does not have the facilities in their 
dehydrators to handle bins of wet fruit therefore 
.these bins will be stacked aside until after the 
season is completed to the detriment of the fruit 
and will not be available to refill the field. 

Do not use bins to store wet fruit to be dried by 
the grower later, because wet fruit will become 
sOlid in the bins and is very difficult to tip out and 
usually results in bin damage. Also it will mean 
that these bins will be lost to the system and 
unavailable for packable fruit. 

Sticky or broken fruit must 'not be titled into bins 
as it also compacts and is very difficult to 
process. 

Hot fruit must not be filled into bins, either 
from sun drying or from field dehydrators, as 
it compacts, changes color and loses grade. 

After the initial filling, and should the fruit in the 
bin sink down, do not top the bin up with more 
fruit as this makes the fruit set solid. It is not easy 
to add the same grade of fruit. 

Bins must not be topped up with drier or a 
higher grade of fruit than which is already in the 
bin. This is called 'topping' and is an offence 
under the Dried Fruits Act. 

Also the packing house has the right to re
classify fruit, at the time of packing, for this 
offence. Always fill bins with dry fruit of the same 
grade. 

Avoid any foreign matter, stones etc., from 
being mixed with the fruit and being filled into the . 
bin. 
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-~-.. ·~··~:-=~..,.....-----------..... 
Do not place any bunches or stems of berries 

into the bins, because the stems stop the fruit 
from moving when tipped into the hopper for 
processing, and also waste bins. 

Your packing house will supply you with sweat 
boxes to store stems and small quantities of fruit 
such as berries. 

Fruit dried on the vine must be dry before being 
filled into bins. 

Trash, foreign to the fruit, which results 
with this method of drying such as pieces of 
cane, leaf and leaf stem, must be cleaned 
from the fruit before the remaining fruit is 
filled into the bins. 

Trash cannot be packed, takes up space in the 
bin, costs the grower increased cartage and 
involves additional handling costs in the packing 
houses. 

When bins are filled, they may stand for two or 
three days awaiting pick-upfor delivery to packing 
houses. 

Make sure that the dry fruit in the bins is 
properly protected from water, and it is wise to 
cover bins right down the sides to the ground, 
because rain will run inside the bottom of the bin 
off the sides. 

Growers who store dry fruit in sheds or under 
sheets of galvanised iron, should stilt cover bins, 
because water dripping through a small hole in 
the iron could go unnoticed. 

This water would only wet a small area of the 
fruit on the top of the bin, but spreads out as it 
sinks through the fruit, and at the bottom of the 
bin, could affect much of the fruit causing darking 
and mould. 

To assist in making more bins available for the 
large sultana crop, you are requested not to fill 
bins with currants or raisins as these bins will not 
be emptied until late in the season. 

Growers who do use bins tor these fruits 
may find empty bins unavailable for the 
sultana crop. 

It is to the growers advantage to strictly comply 
with the points listed herein. Pl_ease do not do the 
wrong thing and deny yourself bins for dried fruit. 

Bins are very expensive, and observance of 
the above will add to the life of the bin, ensure 
cost savings for the grower, and assist the 
packing house to contain costs and pack a good 
product for sale .. 

FARM INCOMES UP 
The latest forecasts for the rur?l sector in· 

dicate that farm returns and incomes in 1979·80 
will exceed those in the previous season, while 
rural exports are-forecast to rise sharply. 

The Bureau recently released estimates of 
farm returns, incomes and rural exports for 1979· 
80. Average farm income is estimated at 
$28,950, which is slightly higher than last year's. 
Rural exports are forecast to increase by more 
than $2,000m or nearly 40%. 

The income estimates are an average for the 
sector as a whole. As in past seasons, over half 

of Australia's farms will have incomes below the 
average. Improved incomes continue to be 
confined mainly to the grain and grazing in
dustries. 

The Bureau of Agricultural Economics put the 
value of the 1979 dried vine fruit crop at $89 
million as against $67 million received for the 
1978 crop. 

INCREASED PRODUCTION 
Gross value of total Australian fruit production 

is forecast to be around $490m in 1979/80,9 per 
cent higher than in 1978/79. Increases in pro
duction are expected for grapes, citrus, pi neap~ 
pies and bananas, while production of. apples, 
pears and apricots is expected to decline. Peach 
production should remain near last year's level. 

Minimum prices set by the South Australian 
Prices Commissioner for white wine grapes and 
multi-purpose grapes from the 1980 vintage are 
higher than those for 1979, but minimum prices 
for red wine grapes have generally been left un
changed. Minimum prices for multi·purpose 
grapes in New South Wales and Victoria are in 
line with those set in South Australia. FISCC 
minimum prices for canning fruit and processing 
oranges were increased for 1979/80 season 
fruit. 

Average unit export returns for most fresh fruit 
are forecast to be lower than those of last year, 
but export prices for canned fruit are expected to 
be maintained at 1978/791evels, and increases 
in export prices are predicted for citrus. Domestic 
prices for fresh fruit are forecast to be higher for 
apples and oranges and lower for pears. 

MINIMUM WINE 
GRAPE PRICES 

Victoria and New South Wales 

Minimum prices and conditions for sale and 
purchase of Sultanas and Gordos tor wine
making and grown in the-Murray Valley Districts 
of Victoria and New South Wales, were 
announced recently. These were $140 per tonne 
for sultanas and $145 per tonne for Gordos, 
delivered to the Winery weighbridge or the 
Winery depot. 

The determinations were made at joint 
meetings of the Negotiating Committee appoin· 
ted in each State under the respective Wine 
Grape Processing Industry Acts. Other than 
place of delivery, conditions defined include 
mishandled fruit, unsound fruit, and terms of 

,payments. 

South Australia 

Minimum prices are set for a range of varieties 
in the river districts of South Australia each year, 
with a separate price for other South Australian 
districts. The river districts are farm gate prices 
while other districts are at the winery. River 
district prices with other districts in brackets 
indude:-

Sultana $140 (Nil); Gordo $145 ($160); Doradillo 
$130 ($145); Trebbiano $140 ($160); Palamino 
$135 ($147); Crouchen $175 ($215); Riesling 
$220 ($260); Cabernet Sauvignon $180 ($280); 
Grenache $123 ($150); Malbec $140 ($190)·, 
Shiraz $135 ($200). Unsound grapes not suit· 
able for beverage wine, $8 per baume. 
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NEW APPOINTMENTS 
TO CORPORATION 

Mr Kevin J. Walker was recently appointed as 
Assistant Secretary of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Corporation. 

Mr Walker came from the Australian Dairy 
Corporation, where he worked for 16 years and 
more recently was the Australian Shipping 
Manager, in charge of all freight negotiations for 
the dairy industry. 

Mr K. J. Walker 

At present he is the Vice-Chairman of the 
Japan/Korea Area Committee of the Australian 
Shippers' Council and will be of great assistance 
in helping to negotiate freight rates for the dried 
fruits industry. 

Mr John L. O'Keefe was appointed to fill the 
vacant accountant's position with the Corpora
tion. 

Mr J. L. O'Keefe 

Following the completion of his accountancy 
studies, John spent five years with the Taxation 
Department. He obtained two years leave of 
a_bsence from the department and worked as the 
accountant for the Catholic Mission Business 
Affairs Office, in Rabaul, New Guinea. · 

After a trip to Europe, John joined the Cor
poration staff. He has been a member of the 
Australian Society of Accountants since 1989. 
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What shape are your records in? 
Cheque butts you say! Well maybe they're good enough but more and 

more people are coming to realize that well kept practical records do help in 
running a property efficiently and in providing information when it's 
required by banks and State Departments. 

Quite a few growers have been caught in 
making applications for Rural Assistance loans 
without the necessary information about pre
vious yields, expenses and returns necessary to 
provide the details required in the application. 

So what do they do- you guessed it~ they 
guess ~ I mean estimate. Some of these es
timates are probably pretty close to the mark but 
others may not be. When it is considered that the 
information contained in the application is 
necessary to decide whether or not the property 
is visible and likely to justify a loan its value and 
accuracy can be appreciated. 

Not that every grower needs to have a private 
secretary and a computer. A few basic records 
and a good system so that information that is 
likely to be needed iS kept in places where it can 
be found and referred to without a three-day hunt 
is probably sufficient. 

A basic plan of the property showing tree 
numbers and vine areas by variety and age is a 
step in the right direction. 

How accurate was the information you sup
plied the Australian Bureau of Statistics or the 
cannery or the Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries when they asked for it? Statistics like 
these are used as a basis for industry planning 
and the more accurate the basic information the 
more realistic the conclusions drawn from the 
data are likely to be. 

So if you have a detailed and up to date plan 

that you can refer to and provide accurate in
formation, you will be doing your part in pro
ducing accurate statistical information for the 
industries that you support. Furthermore you will 
undoubtedly use the information yourself in 
calculating your fertilizer, spray material and 
irrigation requirements from time to time and so 
on. 

As far as other records of production, ex
penses and returns are concerned you can 
probably develop, with a few aids, a simple and 
systematic method which will enable you to keep 
information in a meaningful form and most im
portantly make use of it. 

There are for instance farm record books in 
various shapes and sizes and the Department 
produces a Monthly Cash Budget Sheet es
pecially for horticulturists that can be used to 
record cash receipts and payments in a well laid 
out form. They are available from district offices 
at 25 cents each. 

Quite a few growers still use a five-year diary 
as part ot their record keeping system. This too is 
a good idea and in some instances has been the 
first step in an improved scheme. 

Well it's something to think about. If on re
flection your tecords do seem inadequate make 
a few enquiries about improving them and you 
may be amazed at the benefits and peace of 
mind that you discover. 

Reprinted per courtesy SA Department of Ag
riculture's Riverland Newsletter. 

The final of the Ladies 800 metre Handicap race at the Mildura Carnival of Sport was-won by 
Miss K. Moody, of Kyneton, pictured on the extreme left, as the riders entered the home 

straight. 
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DRIED VINE FRUIT 
PRICES UP 

The Board approved a price increase of 1 O% 
to Currants, Sultanas and Raisins its from March 
1, 1980, at the recent Board of Management 
meeting. 

The ·rise is in line with the consumer price 
indeX; but lower than the CPI increase for food. 
This increase will give growers a lift of about $3 
million over last year, on the basis of about 
27,000 tonnes of fruit being held for sale in 
Australia. 

From March 1, a 1 kg pack of four~crown 
Sultanas will cost retailers about 12 cents more 
-an additiO,nal $115 a tonne to growers. This 
will mean that grOwers will receive about $940 
per tonne for fruit sOld tn AUstralia, whereas ex
port returns ·would be about $1,000 per tonne. 

STArUTORY BOARDS 
The Minister for Primary Industry, Mr Peter 

Nixon,.in considering appointments to the Board 
of the Australian ·wool CorPQratlon, has advised 
that he would expect any e·xecutive (Board 
Member) of- the Wool Council of- Australia ·to 
resign from that position W appolnte·d to- the 
Corporation. 

The Minister's view is that members of the 
Corporation (the Statutory Body) are required to 
report to the Wool CounCil' (Growers' Organi
sation) and should not be_ placed in a position 
where they-are in effect reporting on th€lmselves. 

The ADFA has always adopted-the policy that 
dual membership leads to more effective re
porting from the Statutory Body to the Growers' 
Association. · 

Primary Industry Newsletter states - "Mr 
Nixon's directive that nominees 'for the Cor
por3tlon shoUld divest themselves of important 
industry positions rather than sit in judgement on 
themselves, creates a precedent which could 
have -some very important ramifications in other 
industries. 

EDGELL TO MARKET 
LETONA PRODUCTS 

A significant rationalisation of the _Australian 
food distribUtion industry is being effected with 
the appointment of the Edgell division of 
Petersville Ltd. to market Letona Products. 

This arrangement will boost the Edgell division 
turnoVer by almost $30 million a year. The move 
wfll cut· considerable duplication within the in-
dustry. · 

Frotn the Letona Co-operative Cannery point 
of vieW, help, though the terms are undisclosed 
___:_____ makes good sense as the company moved 
Into a heavy loss situation last year. It lost $1.7 
million in 1978, blaming increased promotion 

- costs, discounts and other marketing allow
ances. 

Letona and Edgell see their products and 
interests as being essentially complementary, 
both . organisations having their roots firmly 
ba'sed in rural -areas, with production centred 
around top quality canned fruit on the one hand 
and vegetables on the other. 
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WEEVIL TO CONTROL 
THREE-CORNERED-JACK 

Apion antiquum is a small dark brown weevil 
about 5 mm long which chews holes in the leaves 

. of the three cornered jack. The adult lays its eggs 
in the stems of the plant. The young stage is a 
small maggot-like grub which tunnels in the stem. 

This tunnelling considercibly weakens the 
plant, reducing growth and even causing com
plete collapse and death. The weakened plants 
are soon choked out by the growth of the cover 
crop. 

Fully grown grubs pupate inside the stems and 
emerging adults chew small round exit holes in 
the stems. The weevil has about two generations 
a year. 

The weevil is now permanently established on 
a few experimental Riverland (SA) orchards. 
Releases are normally made in the spring, as the 
plants begin to send out long seeding stems. 

Collapse of the plant over large areas, even 
entire orchards, usually occurrs soon after 
release. However, the prickly seeds can survive 
for several years in the soil. If no further releases 
are made, the plants germinating in the following 
spring often grow away from the few remaining 
weevils. 

Hence the weevil wilt have to exert its influence 
for several years (probably three to five years or 
more) before this seed load in the soil is reduced. 
Only then can we measure its full impact as a 
biological control agent. 

Another problem is its slow rate of spread. It 
normally only spreads at a rate of about 50 to 100 
metres a year. Hence for rapid establishment over 
large areas, numerous release points in all 
orchards in the area would be required. 

There is good potential for mass rearing the 
weevil tor use as a biological weedicide. A grower 
with an ex1ensive area of newly-germinated 

weeds could release large numbers of weevils 
over the entire area. The weevils would then 
cause the collapse of the plants, and continue to 
give complete control until the new germination of 
seeds.next year, or until the next cultivation. 

The economics of this approach will be 
evaluated over the next tWo or three years as well 
as the effects of mass releases on seed pro
duction. 

MLC attacks 
water policy 

The attitude of the NSW Government in 
granting additional water licences on the Darling 
River has been described as selfish and irres
ponsible by a Victorian parliamentarian. 

Mr Wright, MLC (North Western), claimed th1s 
in the Legislative Council debate on salinity and 
water quality. Mr Wright was referring to the 
recent agreement for water to irrigate an 
additional 1,000 hectares of fodder and cereal 
crops in the Bourke area, and the prospect of 
many more such licences. 

"NSW knows full well other States rely on the 
flow of th.e relatively pure water from the Darling 
and Murrumbidgee to maintain water quality in 
the Murray for domestic use and irrigation," Mr 
Wright said. 

He told parliament that the SA and other NSW 
irrigators in the Sunraysia area had opposed this 
Licence, and also an additional 16,000 hectares 
in the Yanco system and 20,000 hectares for the 
Darling. 

Mr Wrighf said that South Australia, which 
relied on up to 62% of Murray River water for 
irrigation and domestic purposes, and Victoria 
had qeased allocations of new water licences for 
the 1ast 10 years. He called on the Victorian 
Government to oppose the policy of the NSW 
Government as a matter of urgency. 

Christmas Baketime display ancl dried fruit promotion at McEwans store in Melbourne. 
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TREATMENT CHARGES AND PERMITTED DEDUCTIONS 
Information obtained from Packing Companies in Sunraysia and Riverland indicates that treatment charges for 

Season 1980 will fall within the followtng limits: 

Classification 

DEHYDRATION: 

WASH AND DRY: 

MOULD AND WASTE: 

HANDPICK: 

HAND PICK BURRS: 

SALVAGE: 

GRIT: 

BLOBS: 

MOISTURE: 

Charge per Tonne 

$ c $ c 
Pool~ ........... ; ..... : ....................................................................................................... 50.00 to 55.00 
Pool2 ......................................................................................................................... 51.75to 60.00 
Pool3 ...................... ; ...................... -............................................................................ 53.25to 61.00 
Pool4 ......................................................................................................................... 54.50 to 63.00 
PoolS ............... · .......................................................................................................... 55.75to 65.00 
PoolS .................... : .................................................................................................... 58.00 to 67.00 
Reweigh and Class ..................................................................................................... 61 .00 to 71.00 

Currents and Sultanas ................................................................................................ 56.75 to 65.00 
Raisins ........................................................................................................................ 58.25to 67.00 

A ................................................................................................................................. 10.75to 12.50 
6 ................................................................................................................................. 11.25to 13.30 
c ................................................................................................................................. 29.00 lo 33.30 
D ...................................................................................................•........•.................... 30.00 to 34.50 
E ..................................................................•........•..................................................... 31.00 lo 35.60 

A ................................................................................................................................. .41.50 to 47.00 
6 ....................................... : ..................................... .-............................ ~ ..... ~ .......... : ... :.A4.50 16 51.00 
c .................................................................................. .- ............................................. .48.00 lo 55.00 
0 ................................................................................................................................. 50.7510 58.00 

A ................................................................................................................................. 77.00to 85.00 
B ................................................................................................................................. 80.50 lo 90.00 
c ................................................................................................................................. 84.2510 95.00 

A Currants and Sultanas ............................................................................................ 79.50 to 90.00 
B Currants and Sultanas ............................................................................................ 82.50 to 94.00 
c Currants and Sultanas ............................................................................................ 86.00 to 98.00 
D Currants and Sultanas ............................................................................................ 89.00 to 102.00 

A Raisins .................................................................................................................... 88.00 to 100.00 
B Raisins .................................................................................................................... 91.00 to 104.00 
c Raisins .................................................................................................................... 93.25to 107.00 
D Raisins ........................................................................................ ~ ........................... 96.50 to 110.00 

0~100 .................................................................................................................................. Nil to Nil 
101·150 ..................................................................................................................•....... 3.05to 4.00 
151·200 ............................................................................................... : ........................ .4.15 to 6.00 
200-+ ............................................................................................................................ 6.60 to 8.00 

A ....................................................................................................•......... .- ........ : ........... .4.00 to 4.70 
6 .......................................................................................................................... .- .......... 5.00 lo 5.75 

13.1°/o·13.5o/o .............................................................................................................. 50.00 to 50.00 

CLASSIFICATION DEDUCTIONS 
In addition to the above the various State Dried Fruits Acts permit Packers to apply the following weight penalties: 

% 
Wash & Dry (Clean but sticky) ................................................................ 2V2 Hand Pick A ......................................... 5 

% 

Wash & Dry (Dirty) .................................................................................. 5 B ......................................... 7Y2 
Mould A .............................................................................. 2Y2 

B ............................................................................. 5 
C ..................... .- ........................................................ ?V2 
D ........................................................................... 10 
E ............................................................................ 12V' 

Waste A, also Waste Trash A .............................................. 2V2 
B B .............................................. 5 
C C .............................................. ?V2 
D D ............................................ 10 
E E ............................................ 12V2 

Pool 1. . ............................................................................. 2Y2 
2 ................................................................... , .......... 5 
3 .............................................................................. ?V2 
4 ................................................................ : .......... 10 
5 ................ .-........................................................... t2V2 
6 ........................................................................... 15 

DRI~D FRUITS NEWS 

Hand Pick Burrs 
or 
Blobs 

c ...................................... 1o 
D ....................................... 12V2 
A ......................................... 2V2 
B ......................................... 5 
C ......................................... ?V2 
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Industry supports 
nematode research 
· Levi.es. collecte!=l from <.Jried fruit growers 

will b~ use" tp $1,.1pport research on nemaM 
tode control, conducted by the Victorian 
Qepartment of Agriculture. 

The Dried Fruits Research Committee has 
approved a grant of $7,500 to provide assistance 
for a research project on chemical control of 
nematodes in vines. The research will be carried 
out by Mr Adrian Harris, of the Mildura Horti· 
cultural. ReSearch Station at lrymple. 

"Nematodes are a big problem in Sunraysia, 
Snd they cause many vineyards to become 
unprofitable", Mr Harris said. In the past DBCP 
(sold as Nemagon or Fumazone) has been used 
wlr;:tely to control nematodes, but since Shell and 
D6w stopped manufacturing their formulations of 

·this chemical, it has been difficult to obtain. The 
price has increased and future supplies are 
uncertain. aiological control will not be possible 
for· many years, and in the meantime growers 
must rely on chemicals to control nematodes in 
establlshed vineyards. 

"Several new chemicals are now available for 
experimental work, and these will be tested in 
Sunraysia vineyards", Mr Harris said. "The new 
chemicals work differently to fumigants like 
DBCP, DO and EDP.They are not volatile, 'and 
some are taken up by plants ahd kill or inhibit the 
nematodes when they feed on the roots. These 
chemicals may be more effective than. DBCP 
against nematodes which live inside the roots, 
such as root~knot nematode". 

Mr Harris said the grant from the Dried Fruits 
Research Committee would help in testing these 
new chemicals, although it may be several years 
before they are available commercially for use on 
vines. 

FOR SALE 

VINES & CITRUS 
MATERIALS 

Contact: 

SUNNYCLIFF NURSERIES 

For all: 

CITAUS TREES 
VINE ROOTLINGS 
GRAFTED ROOTSTOCKS . 

Also CONTRACT PROPAGATION can 
be arranged for your: 

Green or Hardwood 
cuttings 

Bench grafted rootstocks 
Citrus trees 

For orders or details write: 

PO Box 369 lrymple, VIc, 3498 
or phone (050) 24-5459 

AH: (050) 24-5500 

Sulphur levels in dried Apricots 

By A. P. Dahlenburg, 
Senior Research Officer (Post 
Harvest). 

Sulphur dioxide (S02 l is the only 
known preservative for dried tree 
fruits which allows the fruit to be 
stored withc;>ut refrigeration and still 
retain the bright natural colour of 
the fruit. 

However within Australia and more so in some 
overseas countries there is a reaction against 
S02 and many other types of preservatives. No 
countries have banned the use of S02 in dried 
fruit but may have set very low maximum 
permissible levels, and these are being enforced 
by their health authorities. 

Improper sulphuring techniques leading to fruit 
with high S02 levels, now have to be dis~ 
couraged more than ever. This fruit is difficult for 
packers to handle because there is no effective 
method of reducing sulphur levels after drying 
and it cannot be blended into other packs with 
lower S02Ievels. 

Growers should be aiming to achieve 
approximately 3000ppm to S02 in the fruit at the 
completion of drying. Unfortunately there are no 
easy methods for determining whether fruit as it 
leaves the sulphur house is correctly sulphured. 
Some growers believe that cups filled with juice 
and skins easy to remove indicate adequate 
sulphuring. 

This is not necessarily true because the 
occurrence of these factors is more closely 
related to fruit maturity, than the degree of 
sulphuring. Reliance on these indications will 
most often lead to over~sulpha_te fruit. 

The only reliable way of obtaining good even 
S02 levels is to work out a suitable system and 
stick to it. Some initial testing of fruit may be 
n~cessary to work out the best system to be 
used. 

For apricots, the recommended sulphuring 
times are 4 to 5 hours if drying weather is likely to 
be hot and dry and 6 to 8 hours for cool and 
cloudy weather. Sufficient burning sulphur 
should be used to allow free burning to continue 
for the full length of the sulphuring period. 

Wind has the greatest effect on burning rate, 
especially with non-rigid sulphuring enclosures 
where flapping can cause rapid burning of the 
sulphur. This is why the burning of a fixed amount 
of sulphur overnight is a dangerous practice 
as slight changes in wind conditions may cause 
sulphur to burn twice as long one night as 
another. 

Sulphur stored from from one season to the 
next can easily become contaminated and then 
hard to burn because a scum forms over the 
surface during burning. Good clean-burning 
sulphur will burn freely without the aid of a wick. 
Under these circumstances wicks are not 
neCessary and they should not be used. 

Sulphur dioxide levels in dried fruit will become 
increasingly important and there will be in-

creasing pressure on growers in this and coming 
seasons to sulphur their fruit correctly to avoid 
losing valuable markets. 

CONTROl WEEDS 
THIS HARVEST 
By H. L. Weste 

After the completion of pre-harvest irrigations 
for vines, growers thoughts turn to preparation 
for harvest. Adequate weed control is an 
essential part of management during this period 
for the following reasons -

• Ease of picking and handling the crop. 

• Contamination of the crop by seeds or burrs. 
There are several methods used in the district to 
clean up weed growth prior to harvest and each 
one is worth consideration. 

(1) Total weed control of the under~vine bank 
with weedicides involves a minimum of work 
and is ideal for harvesting and preventing grit 
contamination. 

(2) Slashing of inter-row weeds and spot 
spraying of young germinating weeds on the 
vine bank also achieves a clean compaction 
surface for harvesting. 

(3) Leaving the vineyard unworked can also 
cause problems with weed growth later in the 
season, especially in a wet season. 

(4) Lastly, working up and disturbing the vine 
bank may look good, but causes problems 
with sand and grit in the buckets and fruit. 

AREAS USED FOR GROUND DRYING 

The ideal is to have a weed and burr free 
compacted area to finish off sun drying of fruit. 
Some thoughts should be given to water runoff 
after rain in the case of very flat areas. 

Grassed drying greens can be mown short or 
rolled however, avoid hard stubble that punc~ 
tures ground sheets. Drying areas should not be 
worked up but, treated with knockdown weed
icides. Burr seeds can be picked up with the · 
hessian-covered roller and disposed of. 

AREA UNDER RACKS 

Motor mowers work overtime at this time of 
year to clean up under racks. The best treatment 
consists of thorough clean up and the application 
of soil sterilents for long-term weed control. It's 
cheap and easy. 

FRUIT STORAGE AREAS 

Don't neglect those areas in which empty or 
filled sweat boxes or bulk bins are stored. 

PROBLEM WEEDS 

The major problem weeds on drying greens 
are Puncture weed, Three cornered jacks, 
Gentle annie and Love grass. To eradicate these 
weeds, knockdown chemicals are available and 
can give effective short or long~ term control. 

Remember, whatever method you use, clean 
up weed growth early to prevent discomfort to 
you pickers and contaminating a product that is 
sold as a food on world markets. 
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GROWERS' CONCILIATION AND LABOUR LEAGUE 
DRIED FRUITS ETC. INDUSTRY AWARD 

HARVEST SEASON 1980 (from 4-1-1980) 

Official Wage Rates 
BLOCK EMPLOYEES (including pickers) per week; 
I. E~perienced Block Hand (2 years experience) .. 
2. Experienl-ed Pruner (2 years experience). 
3. Gencru! Hand. 
4. Fruit Picker.. 

$147.10 
$147.10 
$143.80 
$138.70 

5. Lending Hand (employer appointed tn supervise O!hers) shall receive an additional amount 
over the weekly wage ofhi5 cla~sification, as lilllows: 
In charge of 2 to 6 employees .. 
lncharge of 7 tn 10 employee~ .. 
In charge nr 1 I to 20 employees .. 
In charge of over 20 employee~ .. 

6. Juniors: 
Percentage of Adult 

Rate for the Classification 

15 ;md under 16 years .. 
16andunder 17ycars ... 
17 and under Ill years .. 
18 and under 19 years .. 
19 und under 20 years .. 

upon which employed. 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 

20am!over.. AdultRme 

$7.40 
$8.00 

$12.30 
$16.30 

7. Casuals shall be paid at an hourly rate detennined by the fomlula- appropriate weekly rate 
plus !S<J divided by 40. E.G. The rate for a casual generdl hand is $4.13 per hour. 

8. The maximum amount which may be deducted tOr full Board and Lodging during the harvest 
season in $27.70 per week. 
Employees are entitled to a weekly service increment of$2 per completed year of continuous 
~rvicc with the same employer from 15th febru<1ry, 1974 up to and including five years. The 
ma.~imum increment is therefOre $10 us from 15th February, 1979. 

PIECEWORK PICKIN(i (DIP TINS AND SHRUB TUBS) 
(Containers to be filled) 

Sultanas Gordos Shiraz 
Currants Walthams Grenache ' Crouchen Palominos 

$ $ $ $ • I Bucket .36 .18 .24 •.29 .21 
.72 .36 .48 .57 .41 

1.08 .54 .72 .86 .61 
4 1.44 .72 .96 !.15 .82 
5 1.79 .89 1.20 1.43 1.02 
6 2.15 1.08 1.44 1.72 1.23 
7 2.51 1.26 1.67 2.01 1.43 
8 2.87 1.43 1.91 2.30 1.64 
9 3.23 1.61 2.15 2.58 1.84 

10 3.59 1.79 2.39 2.87 2.05 
20 7. !8 3.59 4.78 5.74 4. !0 
30 10.77 5.38 7.17 8.61 6.15 
40 14.36 7.18 9.57 11.48 8:20 
50 17.94 8.97 I 1.96 14.35 10.25 
60 21.54 10.76 14.35 17.22 12.30 
711 25.13 12.56 16.74 20.o9 14.35 
80 28.72 14.36 19.14 22.96 16.40 
90 32.30 !6.15 21.53 25.83 18.45 

100 35.88 17.94 23.92 28.70 20.50 

These rates arc to be increased by 25% when the plastic Bryce bucket is used. 
Loading- 80 l-ents per 100 buckets extra. 

Suggested Wage Rates· 
DRYING GREEN 

Adults .. 

Rack Shaking - Complete job (incudes hcssianing up, ~baking 
pulling out. emptying on hessian long and raking out) 
. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. .. . . . . . . .......................... !Or 50 yard rack 

Rack Shaking (pan job includes shaking, carting out on mech-
<mical trays) ......................................... for 50 yard rack 

Rack Shaking only (using mechanical shaker) for 50 yard 
rack .. 

Boxing (includes stacking. hessian and sisal to be rolled 

per hour 4.13 

per tier 3.80 

per tier 1.65 

per tier .90 

up).. persweatbox .36 
per bulk bin 1.80 

Rack Dehydration (based on Ponaseal Oehydmtor. and grower to supply all fuel) 
50 Yard Rack- $11 per hour. pus $22 for erecting and dismantling curtains. Minimum charge 
$66. 

75 Yard Rack- $1J per hour. plus $26 for erecting and dismantling curtains. Minimum charge 
$78. 

HARVEST CONTRACT -SUL T ANAS/GORDOS 
A.ny abnormal crop conditions or where some li-uit picked lOr market, adjustment by arrangement. Rates 
'or Currants to be increased by l5'k 

'"u!J job- Picking tn loading into sweats on trucks: 
tal Grower supplie~ tmctor and fuel .. 
(b) Contmctor supplies tractor and fuel . 

'urt Jnb- Picking. curting. and spreading (Gmwer to spray): 
tal As above. 
(b) A~ ubove. 

'urt Job ·-· Picking_ carting. dipping or ~praying and oprcading: 
la)A.> above .. 

'rdlis Dried Surnrner Pruning. 
......... perhour 

Per Tonne 

195 
220 

170 
195 

178 
203 

4.13 

CONTRACTING PER ANNUM {DRIED I•'RUITS) 
Full job (includes irrigation, cultivation, clean"up, hoeing and/or 

discing. crazy ploughing and weeding, knifing and throwing on, furrowing 
out, topping. pruning, but excludes harve~ting, drilling, wlphuring, spraying 
sub~oiling and delving) . . ....................................................... per acre 

TRACTOR WORK 
General (includes spraying, sulphuring, manure spreading, slashing, toppin.g 

cultivating. furrowing out. discing. knifing, craly ploughing, ripping 
etc)- to include trdvefling time ..................................................... per hour 

Rotary Hoeing. .. ..................................................... pcrhnur 
These rates arc based on the usc of a modern 30 hp-40 hp tractor. 

PRUNING 
SULTANAS- per 100 vines: 

Cutting out. 
Pulling out $5.24, trimming up $2. 74. no delve ... 
Pulling nut $5.66, trimming up $2. 74. with de_lve 
Rol!lng on.. · 
Complete job. 110 delve ............. .. 
Complete job. with delve. 

CURRANTS- per acre: 
Pruning. 

WALTHAM CROSS- per acre; 
Pruning. 

GORDOS- per acre: 
pruning. 

One acre Cll!l~titutes 6() chains of trellis . 

Doradlllos· 
$ 

.14 
.29 
.43 
51 
-.. 72 
.86 

LOQ 
1.15' 
1.29 . 
1.44 
2.87 
4.31. 
5.74 
7.18 
8.61 

!0.05 
11.49 
12.92 
14.36 

' 240 

' 10.00 
t 1.50 

' 8.40 
7.98 
8.40 
7.98 

24.36 
24.78 

72.60 

77.12 

75.40 
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ORCHARDISTS: 

A dying race 
How much is tile ability to have full 
control over your arms and legs 
worth to you? How important is it 
that you can think clearly and stay 
healthy throughout the year? 

For some Australian orchardists, it may seem 
not to be important at all. 

Organa phosphates, the staPle diet for 
orchards in much of Australia have the ability to 
damage muscle co-ordination and produce dizzi· 
ness and nausea. Vet fruit growers, and other 
farmers, risk this type of injury every time they 
use a spray. Many don't bother with overalls and 
gloves - even fewer would worry about some 
sort of mask. 

Adding to this neglect is the lack o_f action of 
some State Government health departments who 
generally don't encourage farmers to check for 
toxic poisoning. 

All orchardists use one or other of the organa 
phosphates on their trees, the usual method of 
spraying being to spray while travelling into the 
wind, so that the spray drifts behind and away 
from them, or spray on days with little wind. This 
is generally regarded as·a fairly safe method of 
handling chemicals. 

But Dr. John Chapman ·from the Divisibri' of 
Occupational Health and Radiatiori, within --the 
NSW Department of health .says that farmers 
taking only these precautions are liVing in a 
'fool's paradise'. 

He says that blood test results taken from 
farmers who do this type of spraying, indicate that 
many farmers are getting very little, if any protec
tion at all from the dangers of the toxic sprays. 
Many have organa phosphorous poisoning and 
don't even know it. 

The NSW Health Department is the only one 
who regularly conducts voluntary-checks of toxic 
chemicals in the blood. Other State health de
partments do it on a sporadic baSis although 
Victoria has become active recently. Even the 
NSW service is not comprehensive, only sam
pling a small percentage of people exposed to 
toxic-chemicals, and its present services_ are 
likely to be curtailed further with budgetary re
strictions affecting funding. 

Organa phosphorus_ poisoning is measured by 
the level of a particular enzyme (cholinesterase) 
in the blood. This enzyme is responsible for 
passing messages from the brain to the muscle. 

Organa phosphorus chemicals stop these en
zymes from working, and produce symptoms of 
nausea, dizziness, lack of muscular co-ordina
tion and dilated pupils. 

14-February, 1980 

By Vanessa Clark 

The problem with organo-phosphorus poison
ing is that symptoms don't appear until the en
zyme level is below 30 per cent of normal. So 
people who have this toxic poisoning may not 
know it, and be risking themselves to further 
damage. 

Or Chapman conducts tests on farmers on a 
voluntary basis. However in industries with a high 
pesticide usage level, such as the cotton in
dustry, the Division contacts employers to en
courage them to send their employees for 
testing. 

R_esults of the most recent programme show a 
slight improvement over previous years, but 
.those numbers affected by toxic poisoning are still 
unnecessarily high. 

Out of 2,600 people tested between July 1, 
1978 and June, 1979, 60showedslightexposure 
(60 to 80 per cent of normal enzyme levels) and 
12 had levels of the enzyme so low as to remove 
them from contact with toxic chemicals for at 
least a fortnight. 

The previous year about 2,900 people were 
screened, of which 180 showed slight exposure 

. and 20 had to be removed from contact with 
chemicills. 

However-, 2,6oo· people is only a very small 
percentage of people whO would come into con
tact regularly with ~oxic.chemicals. 

Being a Voluntary scheme not everyone is 
screened, and it is quite possible for many or
chardists who feel quite healthy to in fact be 
suffering some degree of phosphorus toxicity. 

Dr Chapman says that because effects only 
start to become evident when enzyme levels 
drop below 30 per cent, only 30 per cent of 
people who are affected will feel ill. 

The consolating thing about- toxic poisoning is 
that the effects are not permanent and removal 

· from contaCt with sprays for a short period (usu
ally a matter of weeks) usually brings about a 
return to normal enzyme activity. 

HoWeve_r,: ·Dr Cha'Pman warns that this is not 
sufficient _reason- foi' people to feel lax aboUt 
·handling toxic chemicals. 

Mr Reg Kidd, a lecturer at the Orange Techni
cal College, says he regularly sends his students 
for blood testing as they might have been ex
posed during the work experience programmes. 

He said: "I know many orchadists in the 
Orange area who are so overcome with nausea 
on opening a can of organa phosphorus com
pounded that they have to employ someone to 
do their spraying.·· 

The recent Orange National Field Days 
demonstrated new equipment to use with spray
ing- from elaborate self-propelled sprayers for 
$35,000 down to oxygen equipped masks for less 
than $1,000. 

However, many orchadists argued that these 
were costs that they couldn't afford, and by only 
spraying into the wind, they were proboably "all
right". The costs of the non-spray return run are 
evidently not taken into consideration either. 

But these screenings are not comprehensive 
or compulsory. The onus to have any tests done 
lies with the farmer, as does how much protec
tion he decides is necessary. With a typically 
Australian ''she'll be right, mate'' attitude, the risks 
of damage are obviously high. 

Reprinted per courtesy of The National 
Farmer, Vol. 3, No. 46 

Price Increases Needed 
Delegates to the recent Australian Canning 

Fruitgrowers Association Annual Conference, 
held recently in Shepparton (Vic.), claimed they 
should seek increased prices for 1979/90 can
ning fruit from the Fruit Industry Sugar Conces
sion Committee, the price setting body for the 
industry. 

They agreed that the minimum prices to be 
asked for be $300 a tonne for Apricots and 
Plums, $250 per tonne for Peaches and $190 for 
Pears. 

Last season the FISCC set prices at $240 for 
Apricots, $230 for Plums, $180 for Peaches and 
$130 for Pears. These prices were accepted on 
the basis that canners would pay an additional 
payout over and above FISCC minimum. It is 
expected that the new season's prices will be set 
in Melbourne on December 11 , next. 

Stubby Packs For Wine 
The wine stubby has arrived and the first are 

on the market now in the form of Wynns Spring
field four-packs. We may soon have Ben Ean in 
six-packs as Lindermans is test-marketing them 
now. Three of the other four major wine com
panies are said to be interested. 

The wine stubby is the idea of Glass Contain
ers, the partly owned Canadian packaging com
pany. The idea grew out of the company's experi
ence with the small non-returnable bottles in the 
soft drink and beer markets. Small bottles are 
booming and Glass Containers expect a 60 to 
70% growth rate in the small bottle market by 
1980. 

Market researchers found a tremendous 
acceptance to the wine stubby by the public. It 
also seemed from interview that the wine stubby 
four or six-pack would create its own market. 
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T TS 
Recipes like these are more than delicious- they are easy to prepare and 
good for you! 

SPICED APRICOT LOAF 

Here's what you need: 

250 g (8 oz) Dried Apricots 
1 cup water 
3f4 cup castor sUgar 
9 g (3 oz) butter 
2 cups plain flour 
112 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
1 V4 teaspoon mixed spice 
1 egg, beaten 

Here's what you do: 

Cut the Apricots into small pieces and put into 
a saucepan with water. Bring to the boil; cover 
and cook gently for 7 minutes. Remove from the 
heat, then add the sugar and butter and cook 
over a gentle heat until melted. Remove from 
heat to cool. 

Sift the flour, salt, bicarbonate of soda and 
mixed spice into a bowl. Make a well in centre 
and add beaten egg, then Apricot mixture, and 
mix well. Pour the mixture into a greased loaf tin 
and cook in moderate oven for 1 hour or until 
cooked when tested. This loaf is best stored for 
1-2 days in an airtight tin before eating. Serve 
sliced and buttered. 

PRUNE AND LEMON WHIP 

Here's what you need: 

375 g (12 oz) Prunes 
2egg whites 
Pinch salt 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
Vz cup castor sugar 
1f2 cup cream. semi-whipped 
Grated rind V2lemon 

Here's what you do: 

Simmer the Prunes gently in water to cover for 
25 minutes, or until tender. Drain, cool, put 8 
aside for decoration. Remove stones from re
mainder and chop roughly. Whisk egg whites 
until foamy, add salt and lemon juice, whisk until 
stiff. Add sugar, a tablespoon at at a time, beating 
after each addition. Continue beating until firm. 

Add the cream, chopped Prunes and lemon 
rind, and fold until all ingredients are combined. 
Spoon the mixture into individual bowls, top with 
a whole Prune and chill. Serve on day of making. 
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FRUIT SALAD FLAN 

Here's what you need: 

Crust: 
3 tablespoons golden syrup 
125 g (4 oz) butter 
2 tablespoons powdered milk 
4%_cups cornflour cereal 

Filling: 
1 x 325 g can mandrin segments, drained, juice 
reserved 
2 teaspoons 8.riowroot 
1 Jonathon apple, cored and sliced 
2 bananas, sliced 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
1 cup green seedless grapes 
90 g {3 oz) Prunes, stoned and cut into 4 pieces 

Here's what you do: 

Heat the syrup and butter gently in a saucepan 
until the butter melts. Remove from heat and stir 
in the powdered milk· to dissolve .it. Add the 
cornflakes, crushing them lightly with a wooden 
spoon. 

Spread the mixture over the base and sides of 
a 23 em (9") pie plate, piessing lightly but firmly to 
shape into a crust. Chill Crust until firm. Blend 
arrowroot with a little of the reseved juiCe to form 
a paste.Stir in remainder of juice and bring to boil, 
stirring constantly. Cook until clear. Remove 
from heat and cool. Combine apple and 
bananas. Stir in lemon juice to prevent browning. 
Add grapes, Prunes and mandarin segments. 
Spoon fruit into crust and pour over thickened 
juice. Serve within an hour of filling. 

PICKLED GRAPES 

Here's what you need: 

Bunches of well-ripened grapes, 1V2 cups of 
sugar to each cup of white vinegar. Cinnamon 
and cloves optional. 

Here's what you do: 

Wash the grapes well taking care not to break 
the grapes from the bunch .. Allow to drain and 
then pack into large r'nouth sterilised glaSs jars. 

Do not pack too tightly as the fruit brui{les too 
easily. Dissolve the sugar in the vinegar, then 
bring to the boil, boiling for 5 minutes. ' 

Pour the boiling liquid over the grcl~_es. 'Seal 
the jars immediately. Leave for a few dayq t;>_efore 
-~~ •. 

UNCOOKED CHUTNEY 

Here's what you need: 

2 kg (4/b) green apples 
1 kg (2/b) Seeded Raisins 
90 g (3 oz) garlic 
1 kg (2/b) raw sugar 
1 tablespoon salt 
1 tablespoon cayenne pepper 
3 cups cider vinegar 

Here's what" you do; 

Peel and core th,e apples·before grating finely. 
Finely chop the Seeded Raisins and garlic. 
Place all ingredients in a large glass jar. M.ix well 
and allow to stand for 24 hours, stirring occa
sionally. This chutney keE!ps_well. 

GRAPES SEVILLE 

Here's what you need: 

1 cup orange juice 
%cup honey 
2 tablespoons chopped pfeserved 9inger 
2 tablespoons brandy or rum 
4 cups green grapes, halved and pitted, or 
seedless 
Sour cream and chopped walnuts to der;orate 

Here's·what you do: 

Heat orange juice, honey and g_inger until 
honey melts. Add brandy or rum. Pour this over 
grapes and chill. Top with sour cream and 
walnuts. 

RAISIN BUTTER 

Cook 2% kg (Sib) of Seeded Ra1sins until they 
will go through a coarse sieve easily, then add 
V2 teaspoon each of cinnamon, ground cloves, all 
spice, nutmeg and 2 cups of sugar. Cook Until 
thick, bottle and sea! at once. 

APPLE AND RAISIN BUTTER 

To the above recipe add 1 kg (2 lb) of peeiled 
and cored apples and two tablespoons of lemOn 
juice. 
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