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----EDITORIAL----

SALINITY 
A firm statement needed 

The lot of a Parliamentarian has often been described as difficult. The lie of this 
is perhaps given by the never ending queue of hopeful aspirants. Nevertheless it 
must be admitted that Members face some difficulties in ensuring that the 
disparate views of their electorates are adequately represented. These 
difficulties will be magnified if Members are seen to sponsor a move which does 
not have the support of all sections of the electorate. At that stage it is inevitable 
that the Member while pleasing one section must alienate another. This stage has 
been reached in respect to the proposed Mineral Reserves Basins Salinty 
Drainage Scheme where all Members, both State and Federal, representing the 
particular electorates seem to be taking a firm stand to have the project 
abandoned. 

The Mineral Reserves Basins Salinity Drainage Scheme has been recom
mended by both the Maunsell Consultants and the Parliamentary Public Works 
Committee. It seems to be technically viable and environmentally acceptable and 
is should be proceeded with as quickly as possible. The second part of the 
scheme from the Diversion into Lake Tyrrell is far in the future and there is still 
time for second thoughts, but the original diversions must proceed if water quality 
in the Murray is to be improved. 

We appreciate that Alan Wood, MLA, representing Swan Hill must be more 
closely involved than other Members. But even here opinion is not unanimous 
and we have a number of growers in this area who strongly support the diversion. 

The matter is not so immediate for State MLCs Bernie Dunn, and Ken Wright, 
or for our MHR Peter Fisher, who represent both the Swan Hill and Sunraysia 
areas. Perhaps they could give a statement of their alternatives to the Mineral 
Reserves Basins Salinity Drainage Scheme, still ensuring that the salt load from 
Barr Creek is diverted from the Murray. 

The future of the irrigation areas from Swan Hill to Sunraysia and in South 
Australia depends on water quality. The future of our Association depends on 
water quality- this is too important a subject lor political posturing. 

FRANK H. GILL, 
Chairman, ADFA Board of Management 

TWO IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

Prunes Industry Conference on May 27 at the 

Services Club, Young. 

Gadget Day on July 7-8, arranged by 

Mildura Branch ADFA at lrymple. 
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1981 ESTIMATES 
Rain Damage to Sultana Crop 

Widespread rains over Sunraysia and 
Riverland in January and early February have 
caused at least a $10 iriillion loss to Sultana 
growerS. An early estimated 60,000-65,000 
tonne Sultana crop has been reduced to a 
maximum of 50,000 tonnes. Any further rains 
will reduce this figure even further. 

Latest estimates are: 

cur'rants: 4,000 tonnes of good quality 
and colour. 

Sultanas: 50,000 tonnes maximum, the 
predominating grade being 3_~crown. 

Raisins: Vines are bearing an excellent 
crop but how much Will be dried is larg81y 
dependent on winery intake of Gordos 
and fresh market demand for Walthams. 
No estimate can yet be made ofthe dried 
pack. 

Apricots: Show a significant increaSe 
over Season 1980 and the ADFA pack iS 
estimated at 1,150 tonnes. Although 
quality is good some growers experi
enced a high drying ratio. One- grower 
reports in excess of 1 ,000 trays per tonne 
and gave an estimated harvest, cutting 
and -drying cost of $3,000 for an expected 
return of $6,000. 

Peaches: Are expected to be·about the 
same as last year with ADFA production 
of 80-100 tonnes. 

Pears: With reduced interest by canners 
some increase in dried production is 
expected above the 115 tonnes of last 
year. 

Prunes: Firm pack estimates are not yet 
available but reports from the areas in
dicate a pack of between 2,400-2,800 
tonnes and, with the carry-in from Season 
1980, will be more than adequate to 
service the Australian market. 

STABILIZATION 
Sultanas 1978-1980 

The Government has agreed to close the 
1978-1980 Stabilization Plan. This will avoid the 
necessity of growers having to contribute $20 per 
tonne for Seasons 1979 and 1980. 

The funds already contributed by growers for 
1978 will be refunded with interest on maturity of 
present investments in October 1981. 

Australia Medal 
Mr Arthur Milway, who was for many, many 

ye.ars a member of The ADFA Tree Fruits 
Committee and a Delgate to Federal Council, 
has been awarded an Australia Medal for 
services to the community. 

Congratulations Arthur. 
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1981 Prices 
Vin~ Fruit_$_- ______ -_- ,:·:_::_.----,-_;- :---_.-__ ': __ ----.-_ ::·_::<-:·:·_.· , _ _-:_;-: _ _-_--_---_.-_--:._.,- r.- __ : ::-'.-·:_::_';_:_:;_-·-"<-

Fo.rthe lll$1. fouryearsthe lncreasest~kef! qn 
curranls.~~d sultanas MVeb~en .belov,:t~e 
annua.I·CPI.fate, .. Austr~nary·price~a.~.~~~f!.U~ 
Well.be.low,eXPQr:t price.s, 'f~lsyearthe.flf)ardh~~ 
<;le.clded to.cat9h.uP a little opt!le C>F'I.and~ 
:auth()rlSeC{. (111-' hJ_~r~.a~e_ q_r:rt~-~ _Al!~!~~-lia_r\M~t~e( 
ot .. ·;12 .. ~~,.·;.T\'l!!; ~lll~ren.ti~l.•between ·~~.e~.~~. 
Raisin~ !lll!l··.·4,orown .•. S~ltaoa~~·~··.b.~en•.·.ln,• 
creasedfr0m21¢, kilo to 2'1¢ kilq; 

Apricots 

t=dllowlng ~~~"~ lri¢reas~s i~ t~~fitpat~t~f.tii 
_1 _zv~o/~-_---,l~(:\·_~peoh;tg :_inc::r~~EJ::_fq_r_':~EJ-~,~?:rt--1-.~-~-?:.· 
has-_:-._.be.eo:-:·r~~t~[gte:d.::-~C)_-:·_-~o/9-c_; !~9~~rs _-_.-_.-~_1_1:/.~~; 
assis!edtlythe. new 9radi.ng~)'i;!e.m v,:.~icfie~'I'e 
into eflectthts.s~~son. Expol'[priee~ ~~~el:ie~n 
setal Mstralian,parity; · · 

Peaches and P~ars 
-'_aOlh::_.-h~ve_.:ip:~~ll:-'i~~t~~s~~_-: __ :Ol~_:_ih~)_.cA:ll_~_t~~~i~:--, 
m~rk~t by.1 0'¥>• E!<Por:tprices •tor f'~•i;1]e~ \'\•~• .· 
be~~-:jnCre_~-~~p_: _ _.bY_'- ~~-- :~_d::Jt-,_h;;i~"P.~~'-,fa_~-r;rq; ·,· 
necessary to holdf'eare.*PO!l,prices.atth.~.19~0; 
levet · ..•. · ·•· • • · · · ·•· · ·.· • · · ·• ' ·· ·· ·• · '··Y ••• , 

"''~~"~ .. ·...... .••..••.. \ ir............. ' '; >f. ·:. 
Foupwtng_ ~n_-_._il)_cre(l.SEJ. pf __ --!5-~:: _i,n_ .J)ptobt?_f:_~ 

flii1h~r hicr~asepf~~37.% ~il_l be ~ff~~tv~r11.s trQm 
1•·March;Ttlist>ringsthetotal.incl'l!a~~~o.~:$f''!(•, 
the same •. ~s Jhe Conspmer .Price lnde~ for tf)e . 
yeaL 

RECORD 1980 

Total winery intake from the Season 1980 
vintage is the highest ever recorded exceeding 
500,000 tonnes for the first time. 

Intake of-three varieties- Sultanas, Shiraz 
and_ Muscat Gordo - each exceeded 70,000 
tonnes, Sultanas being the highest at 78,504 
tonnes. 

Of the 71-varieties listed by the Department of 
Primary InduStry in its statistics only 13 had 
production in excess of 10,000 tonnes. 

These are: 

tonnes 
Sultanas ............ "..... ..78,504 
Shiraz ..................................... . .......... 70,946 
Muscat Gordo:................... . ....... 70,616 
Grenache ....................... · ......................... 52,435 
Doradillo .............................. . ... 38,004 
Trebbiano ................................. . ... 32,243 
Semillon ......... -... ; ..................................... 31 ,980 
Cabernet Sauvignon ..... -........................... 26,200 
Riesling .................................................. 23,781 
Pedro ...................................................... 20,994 
Palomino ........................ : ..... ,.... .. .. 17,688 
Crouchen ......... ; ...................................... 15,878 
Mataro .................................................... 13,589 

Other varieties ..... ·-······· ....... 
492,558 

............ 45,536 

538,394 

AUSTRALIAN DELIVERIES 
VINE FRUITS 

Currants Sultanas 
10 nionths to 25/12 Tonnes Tonnes 

1980 3,514 16,661 
1979 3,800 16,592 
1978 2,963 14,297 
1977 3,253 15,858 

AUSTRALIAN DELIVERIES 
TREE FRUITS AND PRUNES 

Apricots Peaches 
10 months to 25/12 Tonnes Tonnes 

1980 734 49 
1979 896 74 
1978 706 74 
1977 889 85 

Raisins 
Tonnes 

2,644 
2,715 
1,890 
1,817 

Pears 
Tonne{> 

38 
30 
53 
34 

Total 
Tonnes 

22,819 
23,107 
19,150 
20,928 

Prunes 
Tonnes 

2,335 
2,368 
2,458 
2,435 

VINE FRUITS EXPORT ORDERS ACCEPTED 
Currants 

Tonnes 

New Zealand ..................................................... . 811 
Un'1ted Kingdom/Ireland ................................... ,. 70 
Continent (including Malta, Scandinavia 

and Israel) ..................................................... .. 17 
Canada ............................................................. .. 878 
Japan ................................................................. . 36 
Other ............ , .................................................... . 219 

2,031 

Sultanas 
Tonnes 

4,371 
12,771 

19,273 
15,194 

1,938 
2,634 

56,181 

Raisins 
Tonnes 

543 
558 

67 
107 
463 

4 

1,742 
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OUTLOOK FOR DRIED VINE FRUITS 
Address to the 1981 National Agricultural Outlook Conference 

by Mr /an Smith, Marketing Manager, Australian Dried Fruits Sales PIL. 

In many ways 1980 will be remembered as a vintage 
year for Dried Vine Fruit growers with both prices and 
production at record or near record levels. Total pro
duction was 98,000 tonnes a near record, while export 
prices for Sultanas at between A$1 ,500 and A$1 ,650 per 
tonne were substantially ahead of prices in previous 
years. Returns to growers for 1980 Season Sultanas are 
expected to set a new record of better than A$1 ,000 per 
tonne - more than twice the return achieved five years 
ago. 

Disposal of the 1980 Season pack to date has reached 
approximately 90%, all of which has been sold at opening 
prices. The unsold stock of approximately 2,000 tonnes 
of Raisins and 8,000tonnes of Sultanas will be carried into 
1981 and realistically it may be necessary to accept 
slightly lower prices for this fruit. Nevertheless 1980 was 
a very good year and if real estate values are any guide 
there is plenty of confidence in the future - I hear that 
20-acre fruit blocks in the Mildura district are selling at 
around A$130,000. 

THE OUTLOOK FOR 1981 
Prospects for 1981 will depend very much on a 

successful Sultana harvest next month and on a 
continuation of good export prices. Based on our 
latest crop estimate of 65,000 tonnes, which 
assumes reasonable weather conditions be
tween now and completion of drying, it is likely 
that total world production of Sultanas will closely 
approximate demand. 

Estimated total world production and demand 
of Sultanas is as follows:-

Northern Hemisphere 1980 Production 
Tonnes 

USA ....................................................... 190,000 
Greece .............................................. : ...... 65,000 
Turkey ..................................................... 60.000 
Iran .......................................................... 55,000 
Afghanistan ............................................. 60,000 
Mexico/Other .......................................... 15,000 

465,000 

Southern Hemisphere 1981 Production 
Australia ..................... : .................•.......... 65,000 
South Africa ............................................. 20,000 

65,000 
Plus carryover USA and Australia ............ 20,000 

Total Availability ..................................... 570,000 
Average domestic consumption of 

producing countries ............................ 210,000 
Likely planned carryover by USA 

at31/8/1981 ........................................ 30,000 

Total Export Availability .....•.......••....... 330,000 
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In recent years world export trade in Sultanas 
had amounted to approximately 340,000 tonnes 
per annum as follows:-

Tonnes 
UK and lreland ......................................... 6o,ooo 
Western Europe ....................................... 8o,ooo 
Eastern Europe ...................................... 105,000 
Scandinavia ............................................. 16,000 
Canada .................................................... 24,000 
Japan ....................................................... 22,000 
New Zealand ............................................. 5,000 
Others ...................................................... 26,000 

Total ...................................................... 340,000 

Under these. circumstances prices may be 
expected to hold reasonably firm although some 
weakening of Northern Hemisphere prices has 
appeared in recent months and 1981 Season 
prices of Australian fruit may not match 1980 
levels. The present strength of the Australian 
dollar against most major world currencies will 
tend to further depress prices in 1981. 

BEYOND 1981 
Longer term prospects are of course influw 

enced by the interaction of a number of factors 
and it is relevant to look at some of these and 
their possible contribution to long-term prospects 
for our industry. 

DOMESTIC MARKET 
Sales of dried vine fruit on the domestic market 

have responded well to promotional support and 
have shown renewed growth in per capita 

·consumption in recent years. 

Australian Sales- Dried Vine Fruit 

12months 
Ended February 

1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 

Total 
Domestic 
Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

22,227 
21,679 
19,214 
22,714 
23,831 
22,868 
26,089 
24,800' 

*Estimated from deliveries to 31/1/1981. 

Three year averages of per capita consumption 
ligues from 197 4 to 1981 show the following 
pattern:-

1974-1976 
1975·1977 
1976·1978 
1977·1979 
1978·1980 
1979·1981 

Kg Per Capita 
1.54 
1.53 
1.56 
1.63 
1.70 
1.71 

At the present level of approximately 25,000 
tonnes per annum, domestic sales account for 
between 30% and 40% of total production at 
prices which, although presently below export 
prices, have consistently shown satisfactory 
returns. Traditionally domestic prices have been 
totally independent of world prices with inw 
creases reflecting increases in the cost of 
production and moving generally in line with 
increases in the Australian Consumer Price 
Index. 
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Promotional support for ADFA fruit has been 
directed towards the major usage areas of home 
baking and industrial manufacturing. Promotion 
has been principally of a generic nature with 
media advertising campaigns designed to 
maintain the favourable consumer image which 
has for many years been enjoyed by dried fruits 
in Australia, to encourage increases in home 
baking and expanded (new) usage such as for 
school lunches and as an addition to breakfast 
cereals. An important part of our media ad
vertising has been a radio campaign which was 
run in October and November on the theme, "now 
is the time to start your Christmas baking". This 
has been increasingly supported by the 
development' and distribution of recipes using 
dried vine fruit. 

On the industrial side support has been 
directed towards major manufacturers who use, 
or who have the potential to use large quantitites 
of dried fruit and has been designed to en
courage· the promotion of fruited products and 
the development of new products containing 
fruit. Both major usage areas have shown 
modest but consistent growth over the last five 
years. 

Future prospects for continued growth in 
domestic sales are good and given stable prices 
(after allowance for inflation) this segment will 
continue to represent an important part in the 
overall marketing of dried vine fruit. 

EXPORT MARKETS 
Unlike prices on the domestic market, export 

prices bear little relation to the cost of production 
and are determined primarily by world prices. 
Although Australian dried vine fruit has enjoyed 
premium prices in many major markets the 
nature of the product prevents any real stock 
piling at times of low world prices. Within this 
marketing environment there are a number of 
factors which may independently influence both 
the level and the stability of returns to the 
Australian industry from export sales. These 
include the following:-

GREECE'S ACCESSION TO THE EEC. 
Australian exports of Sultanas to the EEC in 
1980 totalled in excess of 30,000 tonnes or 
almost half total exports and although Greece 
has traditionally supplied 20,000 to 25,000 
tonnes of Sultanas to the EEC annually, the 
prospect of Greece becoming a full EEC member 
has been a source of concern for some time. The 
likely effects of Greece's accession to the EEC 
was the subject of a paper prepared recently by 
Mr Geoff Sallis of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics and while his conclusions generally 
suggest that Australian exports will not be 
severely affected he points out that two thirds of 
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Greece's eXports of Sultanas, amounting tO 
approximately 40,000 to 45,000 tonnes per 
annum, go to Eastern European countries arid 
any major diversion of that tonnage to the 'EEC 
could cause considerable disruption to estab
lished (and therefore Australian) trade with the 
EEC. 

The question arises, partly as a result of this 
but also in general terms, as to whether or not 
measures can be taken to protect our position in 
the EEC, and indeed in other world markets, 
against such eventuality as a major diversion of 
fruit from Eastern European countries to the 
EEC.It is pertinent to note for instance that in the 
UK, which alone is responsible for almost half of 
total EEC imports of dried vine fruits, 60% of the 
Australian Sultanas purchased in 1980 were re
packed into consumer packs for retail sale. 

While this is certainly a compliment to Aus
tralian dried fruit there is evidence that Greek 
dried fruit packers are expanding their facilities 
for the production at source of consumer size 
packings. There are obvious economics in 
packing directly from a cleaning/processing line 
compared with packing from bulk 15 kg cartons. 
There are also marketing advantages related 
principally to stability of price and demand in 
consumer pack sales compared with bulk sales 
to manufacturers or re-packers. In the case of 
consumer packs produced at source is is likely 
that the country· of origin would be given 
prominence on the package design and the 
consumer would then be more likely to be aware 
of the origin of the fruit. Given consistency of 
supply and quality is should be possible, for 
instance in our case, to establish a preference 
and a degree of brand loyalty for Australian fruit 
which would assist in protecting our existing 
market share. Fruit purchased in bulk and 
packed locally or used in a manufacturing 
process naturally loses its identity and, for the 
very reasons mentioned above, many bulk 
customers are reluctant to highlight the country 
of origin on retail packages. The existence of 
consumer preference for fruit from a particular 
country would inhibit the customer's ability to 
take advantage of lower prices from an alter
native supplier. 

The opportunity for the supply of Australian 
produced consumer packs to major export 
markets was investigated during a recent visit to 
the UK and Europe and the supply of "private 
label" packs to major retailers may be possible in 
the UK, West Germany and France and under 
our Australian Sunbeam brand to retailers in 
Norway and Belgium. It is clear, however, that 
the cost of printing, packaging material and 
labour in Australia will be of prime importance in 
determining the success of our efforts in this 
direction. If our initial efforts are successful we 
must be prepared to maintain supply to those 
markets and in years of light crop this in itself may 
prove a major consideration. Nevertheless the 
establishment of a significant level of awareness 
of and preference for Australian Sultanas in key 
export markets is one way in which we may be 
able to protect our position and hopefully resist 
efforts by competitors, particularly Greece, to 
divert a significant tonnage of Sultanas to the 
EEC. 

THE OUTLOOK FOR INCREASED WORLD 
PRODUCTION OF SULTANAS. One of the side 
effects of Greece's entry into the EEC is that the 
system of production aid for dried vine fruit 
producers will apply to all EEC members and the 

prospect ofincreased production by Greece and 
other EEC countries_ cannot be ignored. This 
questidn was discussed in some detail in the 
BAE paper referred to earlier and it was con
cluded that "any significant sustained increase in 
production of diied vine fruit in Greece or 
elsewhere in the enlarged EEC (i.e. following the 
probable accession of Spain and Portugal) is 
considered unlikely". The factors considered 
included world market prospects for Sultanas 
and Currants, geographic and sociological 
considerations in producing countries and 
pressure from other agricultural products for 
suitable land. 

The possibility of increased dried vine fruit' 
production in Mexico has also been· mentioned 
and our Chairman, Mr J. C. Harrison, visited the 
area in May 1980. The main centre of production 
is Caborca which is some 1 ,200 miles from 
Mexico City and 200 miles from the nearest 
regular air service. Production is expected to 
reach 20,000 tonnes per annum from vines 
already on the ground, however no possibility waS 
seen of increases beyond that as the Govern
ment has placed a total prohibition on the sinking 
of further wells. Wells already drawing water had 
fully utilised the available supply and usage was 
close to danger point. Vines are grown in other 
areas of Mexico, but weather conditions make 
drying hazardous and unsuitable for Sultana 
production. 

Of total Mexican production 9,000 tonnes are 
consumed domestically and the balance sold in 
Argentina and other South American countries. 
Generally it has been concluded that despite 
some new plantings a substantial increase in 
dried vine fruit p'roduction from this source is 
unlikely. 

.In summary the outlook for Australian 
dried vine fruit, while not without problems, 
appears to be favourable and we look forward 
to the next decade with confidence. 

FOR SALE 

VINES & CITRUS 
MATERIALS 

Contact: 

SUNNYCLIFF NURSERIES 

For all: 
CITRUS TREES 
VINE ROOTLINGS 
GRAFTED ROOTSTOCKS 

Also CONTRACT PROPAGATION can 
be arranged for your: 

Green or Hardwood 
cuttings 

Bench grafted rootstocks 
Citrus trees 

For orders or details write: 

PO Box 369 lrymple, VIc, 3498 
or phone (050) 24-5459 

AH: (050) 24-5500 

February, 198'1- 5 
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GROWERS' CONCILIATION AND LABOUR LEAGUE 
DRIED FRUITS ETC. INDUSTRY A WARD 

HARVEST SEASON 1981 (from 9-1-1981) 

OFFICIAL WAGE RATES 
BWCK EMPLOYEES (including pickers) per week: 
1. Experienced Block Hand (2 years 'experience), .............. . 
2. Experienced Pruner (2 years experience) , , ................. . 
3. General Hand ........ ,, ....... , ...... -.. -._ .... , ........... , .. . 
4. Fruit Picker .... :., ....... ;., .. ,.,, ....... ,, .... ,, .......... ,. 
5. Leading Hand (employee appointed to sUpervise others) shall 

receive an additional amount over the weekly wage of his 
classification, as follows: 
In char~eof2to6employees .. ,, .-... ,_ ........................ . 
In chargeo£7 to 10 employees.: .......... , ................. . 
Inchargeofll to20empl(lyees .......... -........ , ..... , •..... 
Inchargeofover20employees;.,,,,,. _ ... -.. , .•.... ,., ..... , .. 

6. Juniors: 
Percentru!e of Adult 

Rate for the Ctassification 
upon which employed. 

1
167.90 
167.90 
164.40 
151.30 

$8.00 
$8.00 

$13.30 
$17.60 

15a'Odunder16years...... 50 N.B. Alterations to these 
16 and under 17 years . . . . . . 70 percentages effective 
17 and under 18 years . . . . . . 80 from first pay period on 
18 and over . . . . . . . . Adult rate or after 11-1H980. 

7. Casuals shall be paid at an. hourly rate--determined by the formula
approyriate weekly rate plus 1-7¥..!% divided by 40. E.G. the rate for a 
casua general hand is $4.83 per hour. 

8. The maximum. amount which-may be deducted for fUU Board and 
Lodging during the harvest season is $30.25 per week. 

9. Employees are- entitled to a weekly increment of $3.00 per 
completed year of continuous service with the same employer from 15th 
February, 1974, up to and including five years. The maximum incre
ment is therefore $15.00 as from 15th Febr,ary, 1979. (N.B. This is an 
increase of$1.00 per week payable from 16·1-1981. 

PIECEWORK PICKING (DIP TINS AND SHRUB TINS) 
(Containers to be fiUed) 

Sultanas Gordos Sbiraz 
Currants WaUbams Grenacbe Crouchen PalomlnosDoradlllos 

I Bucket .40 .20 :a .32 .23 .16 
2 .80 .40 .53 .64 .46 .32 
3 1.20 .00 . 80 ... .69 .48 
4 1.60 .80 1.07 1.20 .91 .64 
5 2.00 1.00 1.34 1.60 1.14 .80 
6 2.40 1.20 1.60 1.92 1.37 .96 
7 2.80 1.40 1.87 2.24 1.60 1.12 
8 3.20 1.60 2.14 2.56 1.92 1.28 
9 3.60 1.80 2.41 2.88 2.06 1.44 

10 4.00 2.00 2.67 3.20 2.29 1.80 
20 8.00- 4.00 5.33 6.40 4.57 3.20 
30 12.00 6.00 8.00 9.60 8.86 4.80 
40 16.00 8.00 10.67 12.80 9.14 6.40 
50 20.00 10,00 13.33 16.00 11.43 8.00 
60 24.00 12.00 16.00 19.20 13.72 9.60 
70 28.00 14.00 18.66 22.40 16.00 11.20 
80 32.00 16.00 21.33 25.60 18.29 12.80 
90 36.00 18.00 24.00 28.80 20.57 14.40 

100 40.00 20.00 26.66 32.00 22.86 16.00 

These rates are to be increased by 25% when the plastic Bryce bucket is used. 
Loading- 85 cents per 100 buckets extra. 

_S_uggested Wag_e _R ____ a_te_s_ 
DRYING GREEN 

Adults... . ........................ per hour 
Rack Shaking - Complete job (includes hessianing up1 shaking, pulling out, emptying on hessian long ana 

raking oul:) ........................ for 50 yard rack per tier 
Rack ShaKing (part job includes shaking, carting out 

on mechanical trays) ............... for 50yarcfrack per tier 

$ 

4.83 

4.15 

1.80 
Rack Shaking only (using mechanical shaker) for 50 

yardracli ......................................... per tier .98 

Box~~Y1J~~f~~~- .~~~~~~~:. ~~~~i~.~. ~.~~. ~.~~~~. ~~ .. ~~per sweat box .39 
per bulk bin 1.96 

Rack Dehydration (based on Portaseal D~drator1 and grower to supply all fuel) 
50 Yard Rack - $12.50 per hour, plus $25- or erecting and dismantling 
curtains. Minimum charge $75. 
75 Yard Rack - $15 per hour, plus $30 for erecting and dismantling 
curtains. Minimum charge $90. 

HARVESTCONTRACT-SULTANAS/GORDOS. 
Any abnonnal crop conditions or where some fruit picked for market, 
adjustment by arrangement. RATES FOR CURRANTS TO BE INCREASED 
BY15% per Tonne 

. 2f. Full job-picking to loading into sweats on truck: 
(a) Grower supplies tractor and fuel .... , .................. , .. , 
{b) Contractor supplies tractor and fuel , ............... _ 

Part Job- Picking, carting and spreading (Grower to spray): 
(a) As above .................................................... .. 
{b) As above ..................................................... . 

Part Job- Picking, carting, dipping or spraying and spreading: 
(a) Asabove ................................. . 
(b) As above ...........................•..... 
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255 

195 
225 

205 
235 

CONTRACTING PER ANNUM <DRIED FRUITS) 
Full Job (includes irrigation, cultivation, clean-up - hoeing and/or 

dtsciog, crazy ploughing and weeding, knifing and throwing on, 
furrowmg out, fopptng, pruning, but excludes harvesting, drilling, 
sulphuring, spraymg, suDsoiling and delving) ............... per acre 

TRACTOR WORK 
General (includes spraying, sulphuring, manure spreading, slashing, 

~ppi~g,. cultivatmg, f~rrowing out, ~isci!lg, knifing, crazy plougli-
mg, rtp\)mg, etc.) -to mclude travelling bme ............. , per hour 

Ro~e~~:£s· are baSed ·on ·the ·use ·or a mOdern ·3o ·lip ·:4o ·tip ~:tic~~~~ 
PRUNING 
SULTANAS- per lOOvines: 

Cuttingout. ...................................... , ................ . 
Pullingout.$5.99, trimming up$3.13, nodelv~ .................. , 
Pulling out $6.49, trimming up $3.13, with delve.. . . . . . . . . . .. . 
Rollingon ........ , . .. .. . ..................... . 
Compfete job, no delve . . .. . .. . .. . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . 
Comolete JOb, with delve .. . . .. . .. . .... , .. , . . . . ... , . 

CURRANTS- per acre: 
Pruning ............. . 

WALTHAM CROSS- per acre: 
Pruning_ ..................... . 

GORDOS- per acre: 
Pruning ............. . 

One acre constitutes 60 chains of trellis. 

TrellisDriedSummerPruning ............................... ,. per hour 

$ 

2'17 

$ 
11.50 
13.00 

$ 
9.62. 
9.12 
9.62 
9.12 

2'1.86 
28.36 

83.00 

88.18 

86.20 

4.83 
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Farm Focus: The 80's has been developed 
by the National Farmers' Federation (NFF) to 
till a vacuum whi9h exists in long-term policy 
making for Australian agriculture. 

Farm Focus presents a comprehensive set 
of policy principles for Australian agriculture 
which will remain valid and relevant during 
the coming decade. 

NFF hopes that Farm Focus will stimulate 
individual farmers and other interested 
people to develop their own views and 
contribute to the general debate on policies 
for the future. 

As well as providing a sound basis for the 
development of specific agricultural 
policies, Farm Focus aims to explain to 
Governments, N FF members and the 
community at large factors which underlie 
the well-being of farmers and rural industries 
and the mutual interdependence between 
agriculture and the rest of the Australian 
economy. 

The principle recommendation is a call 
for the immediate preparation of a 
Government White Paper on Agriculture 
consistent with the following rural policy 
objectives. 

Such a White Paper will provide an official 
framework for the farm sector to maximise its 
contribution to the development of the 
Australian economy in the SO's and beyond .. 

NFF Rural Policy Objectives 

ill To increase farm profitability and so 
improve general living standards by 
providing high quality food and fibre to 
the Australian community at 
compel"! live prices. and by efficiently 
earning export income. 

ill To improve the competitiveness of 
farm products, especially in export 
markets, and to ensure Australia's 
reputation as a reliable supplier. 

G To achieve a major expansion of 
Australian agriculture in order to meet 
the increasing world food shortfall and 
growing market opportunities 
especially in developing Asian and 
Middle East countries, and to take 
advantage of agriculture's potential for 
the efficient and competitive 
production of alternative fuels. 

e To improve productivity and 
adjustment so as to enhance the 
efficient family farm as the dominant 
form of enterprise structure. 

CD To achieVe equity for rural 
communities in access to 
education,health, communications, 
welfare, transport, social and 
recreational facilities. 

tD To encourage conservation of the 
environment so that the future 
productive potent1al of Australia's 
agricultural resources is protected and 
enhanced. 

G.P.O. BOX 4524 

MElilOlJRNE 

\IIC. 3001 
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International 
Competitiveness 
Maintaining the international competitiveness of 
Australian industry is fundamental to the future 
prosperity of the farm sector and its contribution 
to the overall community. NFF seeks: 

a the effective and sustained control of 
inflation to remain the number one priority of 
the Government In achieving this objective 
the Government-should; 

place control of the growth of the 
money supply as the major tool of 
economic management; 
prune the Budget deficit, restrain non
Budget public sector activities (the 
total public sector borrowing 
requiremenQ and act consistently in 
open market financial operations; 
reduce Government expenditure in 
real terms; and 
increase efforts to maximize wage 
restraint; 

b. progressive reductions in interest rates, 
recognising their dependence on an 
effective anti-inflationary policy 

c. an exchange rate favourable to an exporting 
environ.ment: in view of the expected 
upsurgedn mineral exports during the 80's, 
the Government must take offsetting action 
to avoid revaluation of the exchange rate by: 

fostering an increase in imports 
especially through reduced .import 
barriers; 
reducing dependence on capital 
inflow by improving the rate of 
domestic capital formation and 
harnessing domestic capital for long 
term investment more effectively; and 
encouraging capital outflow by 
investors and accelerating the 
repayment of overseas borrowings. 

World Trade 
NFF seeks the progressive development and 
liberalisation of world trade including: 

a. promotion of new rural export markets,. 
especially in Asia and the Middle East; 

b. development, during the 80's, of effective 
free trade zones wittl Australia's Pacifjc and 
Asian neighbours; 

c. acceptance by Government of the 
obligation which net energy exporting 
countries, such as Australia, have to aid the 
growth of developing countries by 
absorbing more of their exports; 

d. recognition that such action would be one of 
the safest investments Australia could make 
to enhance its strategic security in the 
region, 
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e. 

f. 

g. 

continued efforts to improve market access 
for Australian rural exports and to reduce 
overseas trade barriers, especially in the 
EEC, US and Japan; 

a shift in emphasis so as to highlight the 
beneficial effects for overseas consumers of 
improved market access; 

an end to the EEC's practice of dumping 
export surpluses on world markets unfairly 
competing with traditional Australian 
exports; and 

h. Government recognition of the twin adverse 
effects on rural competitiveness arising 
from export incentives for agriculture 
provided overseas and ineligibility of 
significant commodities for Australian export 
incentive schemes. 

NFF views trade sanctions as an absolutely final 
option, to be contemplated only after all other 
diplomatic channels have been exhausted; the 
costs involved in such action must be borne 
equitably by the whole community and not by 
farmers alone. 

Industry Protection 
Excessive protection has significantly reduced 
the profitability .of the farm sector, and restricted 
its growth by: 

eroding rural export revenue through its 
effects on the exchange rate; 

inflating farm costs, through tariffs on farm 
inputs and the flow-on effects of wage 
increases which originate in tariff-protected 
industries; 

jeopardising the development of new rurai 
export markets, especially in developing 
Asian countries; and 

generally undermining the abilityofthe farm 
sector to remain competitive and to 
contribute to economic growth and rising 
living standards. 

NFF seeks: 

a. effective and prompt Government action 
implementing stated policy that 

"as a long term objective, the 
community will be best served by a 
manufacturing industry with a 
structure which requires minimum 
levels of Government support"; 

b. recognition of the low rate of assistance to 
most rural industries, especially when 
compared with the manufacturing sector; 

c. all industries- whether rural, mining, 
manufacturing or tertiary- share in the 
adjustment process arising from economic 
change; 

d. the gradual and progressiVe reduction of 
protection to all industries: 
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e. immediate action to reduce significantly 
tariffs and quotas on farm inputs {estimated 
to add $340 million per annum to farm 
costs), including motor vehicles, 
agricultural machinery, spare parts and 
chemicals; 

f. the provision of assistance tO be conditional 
upon the assisted· industry accepting its 
adjustment responsibilities; 

g. the progressive replacement of tariffs and 
import quotas by direct subsidies or 
bounties from consolidated revenue; and 

h. a regular review of assistance by the 
Industries Assistance Commission and 
continuation of the present public inquiry 
procedures of the lAC. 

Taxation and Government 
Expenditure 
NFF seeks sustained reductions in the proportion 
of Gross Domestic Product taken each year by the 
Government in taxation, accompanied by 
reductions in the level of Government expenditure 
in real terms. Expenditure cuts are needed across 
the board, especially in the areas of health, 
education and welfare, in Government 
administration costs and in appropriations to 
State Governments. 

NFF seeks: 

a. a Government commitment to maintain full 
tax indexation; 

b. restoration of the trading stock valuation 
adjustment; 

c. improved depreciation allowances; and 

d. updated zone allowances. 

N FF is totally opposed to any form of capital 
taxation apart from the present provisions 
designed to tax short term speculative gains. 

Consideration of new forms of indirect taxation 
should be conditional upon the Government 
being able to demonstrate that overall taxq:tion is 
being reduced. 

Wages Policy and 
Industrial Relations 
NFF seeks: 

a. a complete review of the system of 
arbitration in Australia; 

b. the Conciliation and Arbitration 
Commission give overriding emphasis to 
national economic capacity, above other 
factors, in its judgements; 

c. the abandonment of wage indexation; 

d. further amalgamation of trade unions in 
order to reduce the scope for demarcation 
disputes; and 
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e. voluntary labour contracts between 
employers and unions, enforceable at law. 

Fuel and Energy 
The paramount requirement for fuel and energy 
during the 80's is an assured supply at prices 
which will allow the farm sector to compete on 
world markets and to enable people in remote 
areas to enjoy access to fuel commensurate with 
those elsewhere in the community. 

N FF supports the use of the price mechanism to 
encourage exploration, substitution and 
conservation, provided the following factors are 
also taken into account, together with the price of 
Saudi Arabian light crude, in determining the 
appropriate price for Australian crude oil: 

the present rate of inflation in the Australian 
economy and the effect on such rate of a 
further increase in the crude oil levy; 

the effectiveness of liquid fuel conservation 
measures within Australia; 

the extent of exploration activity and the 
degree of proven reserves; 

the world supply situation for oil, stocks held 
or in transit, and forecast trends; 

the Australian supply-situation; 

the effect of fuel prices on Australia's export 
industries and the competitiveness of these 
industries in world markets; 

the achievement of these criteria with 
reference to the development of alternative 
sources of energy. 

NFF seeks: 

a. a 20 percent increase in the allowable 
deduction from farmers' incomes of all 
expenditure 'on fuel used on~ farm; 

b. taxation incentives and direct Government 
participation to encourage additional 
stockpUing of fuel; 

c. a system of fuel priorities for use in an 
emergency which will ensure the farm 
sector a high priority, especially for distillate 
and avgas; 

d. updating of the petroleum cracking process 
in refineries to maximize the yield of 
distillate, compared with petroleum, per 
barrel of crude oil; 

e. adequate incentives for the exploration and 
development of. alternative fuels; and 

f. duty-free import and lower sales taxes on 
fuel efficient vehicles, and reduced 
emission controls for vehicles outside major 
pollution centres, to aid fuel conservation 
objectives. 
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AI!JE\A Su!ll~Oiits l\llineral 
Reserve I!Jrainage 

' ,,~GHlel\fie 
ADFA Board Chairman Mr Frank Gill has 

pledged ADF A support for ,the proposed 
diversion of Barr Creek. 

In a letter to Mr Hamer, Victorian Premier, Mr 
Gill said that ADFA members, particularly those 
within the Nyah Woorinen area, are concerned at 
the criticism being mounted against the pro
posed Mineral Reserve Basins Salinity Drainage 
Scheme. "The scheme has the recommendation 
of both the Maunsell and the Parliamentary 
Public Works Committee Inquiries and would 
appear to be both technically and environmently 
acceptable,'' Mr Gill s3.id. 

The- scheme which was prepared by the State 
Rivers and Water Supply Commis.sion, provides 
for the diversion of highly-saline drainage water 
from Lake Tutchewop through a pipeline and 
open channel to a mineral rese~ve nearTresco. 

The plan involves construction of a new 
channel to divert salty irrigation drainage from 
the Kerang and Cohuna areas flowing through 
Barr Creek to Lake Tutchewop, to the Mineral 
Re$erves Basin. 

Commenting on the.scheme late last year after 
its recommendation by the State aU-Party 
Parliamentary Public Works Committee, the 
Premier had said that if the proposal was· im
plemented, about 16,000 tonnes of this salt 
would be eliminated annually from the Murray· 
River, and the ground would be laid for further 
salinity control over a wider area. The entire 
scheme, if implemented, would result in:-

1. Improved irrigation and better crops for 
thousands of north-west Victorian farmers. 

2. Significant improvement in water quality of 
the Murray River which serves many towns 
and cities in Victoria, NSW and South 
Australia. 

3. A saving of some $10 million in pipeline costs 
if the scheme was later extended to Lake 
Tyrrell. 

Stong opposition to the scheme has been 
voiced by the Swan Hill Council and a deputation 
led by Mr Wood MLA (Swan Hill) and Mr Dunn 
MLC (Northern Provinces) met with the Premier 
Mr R. J. Hamer on 13 January. 

The Chairman's letter indicates that not all 
primary producers in the Shire agree with the 
Council's objections. 
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BARR CREEK 
Mineral Reserves Diversion 

Extracts from the Parliamentary Pub~ 
lie Works Committee on the Barr Creek 
Aspect (Progress Report No. 4). 

THE PROPOSAL 
Barr Creek is a major contributor to the salt 

load in the River Murray. It receives drainage 
from some 125 krif in the Kerang, Cohuna, 
Koondrook and Tragowel Plains Irrigation Areas 
and flows to the River Murray via the Loddon and 
Little Murray Rivers. The creek's average annual 
flow is about 60,000 Ml, at an average salinity of 
more than 5,000 EC units. Its average annual 
salt load is estimated at 190,000 tonnes which 
can be compared with the average in the River 
Murray at the South Australian border of 
1, 130,000tonnes. 

The existing Barr Creek Drainage Disposal 
works, completed with Commonwealth funding 
in 1968, divert part of the creek flow for disposal 
by evaporation in Lakes Tutchewop, William, 
Kelly and Little. 

These lakes provide an evaporative area of 
1,139 ha with an average evaporative capacity of 
10,000 Ml/yr, enabling selective diversion of 
about 15 per cent of the creek's flow and salt 
load. 

In 1970, a report on "Murray Valley Salinity 
Investigations" prepared for the River Murray 
Commission by Messrs Gutteridge, Haskins and 
Davey, Consulting Engineers, in association with 
Hunting Technical Services, proposed that there 
be preliminary planning for an extension of the 
Barr Creek disposal works to Lake Tyrrell. 

The Lake Tyrrell Scheme was subsequently 
included in the comprehensive program of works 
proposed by the Commission in its report of May 
1975, entitled "Salinity Control and Drainage -
A Strategy for Northern Victorian Irrigation and 
River Murray Quality". The proposals contained 
in that report were referred to this Committee for 
inquiry and report. 

At a later stage, September 1978, the Com
mission introduced a scheme which could be 
considered as a self-contained extension of the 
existing disposal arrangements from Barr Creek 
or as a first stage component of the Lake Tyrrell 
Scheme. It is known as the "Mineral Reserve" 
Basins Scheme and would involve three closed 
depressions situated at the junction of the 
Riverine Plain with the Mallee, some 10 km due 
west of lake Tutchewop. 

The basins have been created in the geo
logica:! past by wind erosion along with de
vegetation caused by high water tables. The 
eroded material has been deposited on the 
leeward or eastern side of the basins and 

gypsum deposits have formed in part of one of 
the baSins. 

The Commission proposed to increase the 
discharge capacity of the diversion pumps on 
Barr Creek from 150 to 225 Ml/d and to construct 
a new 125 Mild pumping station along with a 
pipeline and 10 km channel tb connect Lake 
Tutchewop to the basins. The basins occupy 575 
ha and would allow an annual diversion of at 
least 4,500' Ml containing 16,000 tonnes of salt in 
addition to the 10,000 Ml evaporative capacity 
provided by the existing Lake Tutchewop 
Scheme. 

The Commission estimates that the "Mineral 
Reserve" Scheme, operated as a scheme in its 
own right without extension to Lake Tyrrell, 
would have a life span of 150 years. The life span 
would be extended considerably with the im
plementation of the Lake Tyrrell Disposal 
Scheme and it would be prolonged indefinitely 
by a scheme of disposal to the sea. 

Special mention is made of the work of the 
Inland Salinity Action Committee (ISAC), which 
represented the interests of some of the land
holders at the "Mineral Reserve" Basins sites. 
Mr R. L. Jewson (President) and Mr R. C. McCann 
(Secretary) have both maintained a high level of 
input for the duration of this aspect of the Inquiry. 

PURPOSE OF THE SCHEME 
When originally proposed by the Commission, 

diversion of Barr Creek was to be used to offset 
the effect on River Murray Water quality of 
moderately saline outfalls from groundwater 
control measures in the Shepparton Region. 
Subsequently, the consultants engaged by the 
three States and the Commonwealth (MaunseJJ 
and Partners P /L) appraised the Barr . Creek 
diversion and Shepparton Region groundwater 
control proposals separately, treating each on its 
own merits. The Committee accepts this 
approach and the Shepparton proposition will be 
the subject of a later progress report. 

The consultants reported that the "Mineral 
Reserve" Basins Scheme would achieve the 
significant water quality improvement in the 
River Murray of 13 EC units at Merbein and 7 EC 
units at Morgan (SA). The consultants referred to 
the selective nature of the operation of the 
scheme and its capability of diverting salt at 
times when salinity considerations are most 
important. They also emphasised the benefit that 
would accrue in River Murray water quality 
because of the cumulative effect of this and other 
small interception projects which could be 
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Barr Creek headworks. 

implemented in the three River Murray States. 
Using the cost penalty of salinity to River Murray 
water users as a basis for economic study, the 
consultants estimated the Benefit/Cost ratio of 
the scheme to be 0. 7 and rated it as having 
sufficient economic and other merit to be in~ 
eluded in the recommended three-State plan of 
action. Under this circumstance it would qualify 
for Commonwealth assistance with funding on· a 
dollar-for-dollar basis under the National Water 
Resources Program. 

ELEMENTS OF THE SCHEME 
As shown on the attached map, the major 

element in the scheme would be the connection 
between lake Tutchewop and "Mineral 
Reserve" Basin No. 1. This wquld comprise a 
125 Mild pumping station on lake Tutchewop to 
pump water by means of a short length of 
pipeline passing under the Murray Valley 
Highway, thence open channel to the basins. 

Because of local concern at the possibility of 
seepage from a channel, the Committee 
examined the feasibility of piping the entire route. 
The Commission submitted that this ·would add 
approximately $1,055.000 to the capital cost. 
which represents an increase of some 30% and a 
substantial increase in annual costs. The Com
mission further submitted that: 

(i) The channel would run on as little as 40 
days per year and, if at the end of a run it 
was deemed desirable, could be de
watered by pumping into the basins. 

(ii) The channel as proposed would be cut 
deep below ground surface (up to 2.5 m or 
more) so that in its de-watered state it 
would be capable of exerting a drawdown 
effect on the watertab/e on neighbouring 
lands. 

(iii) In the rare event of surcharging of the 
basins following excessive rain, water 
could be run back along the channel to 
Lake Tutchewop. 
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There was an allowance in the cost estimates 
for channel seepage interceptor works which 
would be installed if the monitoring of ground
water behaviour on adjacent lands identified any 
problem areas. 

The Forests COmmission requested that the 
channel be routed through freehold land rather 
than the Mystic Park State Forest. According to 
the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, 
this would add $8.250 to the cost. 

ALTERNATIVE SCHEMES 
The Committee received suggested alterna

tives to the "Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme. 
One was the Pilot Barr Creek Dewatering 
Scheme (Goad Scheme) which would involve 
dewatering of part of the'Barr Creek catchment to 
intercept seepage to the system, with disposal 
inland. At a later stage, Mr Coad suggested that 
the Committee should also consider the 
possibility of evaporating aquifer brine to dryness 
for removal by rail as a solid. The Commission 
submitted that, on the basis of current 
assessments of costs and benefits, the de
watering proposal would be twice as expensive 
as the "Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme and 
would have a comparatively low benefit/cost 
ratio. 

Another was the disposal of Barr Creek flow on 
to extensive areas of tile-drained lucerne. The 
evidence indicated that such a proposal could 
not be developed on a sufficiently large scale to 
displace the "Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme. 

OBSERVATIONS 
CONCERNING THE FUTURE 

OF THE INQUIRY 
WitiJ the "Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme 

operational, the available disposal capacity 
(including Lake Tutchewop) would amount to 
some 24% of the average annual Barr Creek 
flow. This is far short of the aim of 65% eventual 

control. However, the Committee has confidence. 
in the potential of on-farm measures for reducing 
Barr Creek flow as recommended in Progress 
Report No.3 and is pleased to note an upsurge In 
action by the irrigation community on such 
measures. In the. Committee's view, it is 
desirable that all appropriate measures be taken 
on the farms to minimise accessions to Barr 
Creek, thereby gaining .the maximum efficient 
use of the "Mineral Reserve" Basins facility and, 
in effect, moving closer to the desired degree of 
control. The Committee would appreciate 
assurance that irrigators are continuing to 
implement all reasonable on-farm measures to 
minimise accessions to Barr Creek before any 
evaporative disposal facilities additional to the 
"Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme are provided 
and additional irrigation water allocated in the 
catchment. 

The Commission has submitted that for 
greater control than is offered by the combined 
Tutchewop/"Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme, 
consideration must be given to the eventual use 
of Lake Tyrrell which is the only sizeable natural 
disposal site within reasonable distance of the 
Kerang Region. The Committee has also been 
informed of a proposed large-scale extension of 
salt harvesting in the Lake Tyrreii/Lake Wahpool 
area. It appears eminently desirable that there be 
integration of the drainage disposal and salt 
harvesting activities, thus securing permanent 
long-term removal of drainage salt from this part 
of northern Victoria. However, to achieve this, 
there are two main problems to be overcome. 
One is the preservation of the integrity of Lake 
Tyrrell for the primary objective of drainage 
disposal. The other is the question of the 
suitability of the drainage water for salt pro
duction. The Committee is of the firm conviction 
that every avenue should be explored in an 
attempt to establish a practicable compromise of 
the two objectives. To this end, a joint study by 
appropriate departments and commercial inter~ 
ests should be initiated and fostered and the 
findings presented to this Inquiry. Until such 
information is available, the Committee, in the 
interests of forward planning, will consider Lake 
Tyrrell as a potential site for disposal of drainage 
from the Barr Creek catchment with salt har
vesting allowed to an extent compatible with the 
lake's utility for drainage disposal. 

The "Mineral Reserve" Basins would have 
significant role to play in any scheme of disposal 
to Lake Tyrrell, in as much as the dimensions of 
the long pipeline to Tyrrell could be reduced, thus 
effecting a substantial cost saving of up to $10 
million. 

CONCLUSIONS 
The Committee has reached the following 

conclusions: 

1. The overall problem of reconciling the 
need to provide adequate drainage for 
the developed irrigation areas In 
Northern Victoria with the need to 
maintain acceptable Water quality In the 
River Murray is basic to the Inquiry, 

2. Barr Creek has been developed as the 
arterial drain for some 125,000 ha of the 
Torrumbarry and Tragowel Plains irri
gation areas and its function in that 
regard is essential to the welfare of those 
areas. On the other hand, in some years, 
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it contributes up to 30% of the annual salt 
load of the River Murray upstream of 
South Australia and is thus a prime target 
in planning for control of River Murray 
salinity. 

3. Of the average annual salt load of 
190,000 tonnes in Barr Creek flow some 
30,000 tonnes is already diverted by 
existing works, being contained in the 
average annual diversion of 10,000 Ml to 
disposal by evaporation in Lake Tut
chewop and neighbouring basins. This is 
a significant reduction but a greater 
reduction is eminently desirable. It would 
not be unreasonable to aim by appro
priate means at controlling an average of 
40,000 Mllyr, resulting in an overall 
reduction of 125,000 tonnes per year, or 
about 65% of the total Barr Creek .salt 
IQ.ad entering the River Murray. 

4. The Committee is considering "COStly 
long-term proposals such as disposal to 
Lake Tyrrell and/or the sea but, in the 
interests of River Murray water users 
farther downstream, it is essential to 
implement amelloratory works that can 
provide immediate as well as long-term 
benefits within the bounds of feasible 
expenditure.; It is most desirable that the 
works be capable of operation in such a 
manner as to minimise the rate of Barr 
Creek flow to the R[ver Murray during 
periods of low flow in the river when 
salinity readings are high. The possibi
lities that have occupied the attention of 
the Committee are: 

• The Pilot Barr Creek Dewatering 
Scheme (Coad Scheme) which would 
involve dewatering of part of the Barr 
Creek catchment to intercept seepage 
to the System, with disposal inland or 
ih conjunction with salt harvesting. 

• Disposal of Barr Creek flow on to 
extensive areas of tile-drained 
lucerne. 

• A westwards extension of the existing 
Lake Tutchewop Scheme, known as 
the "Mineral Reserve" Basins 
Scheme. 

5. InveStigations to date indicate that the 
Pilot Dr watering (Coad) Scheme would 
be twice as expensive as the "Mineral 
Reserve" Basins Scheme and that dis
posal to lucerne could not be developed 
qn a sufficiently large scale to displace 
the "Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme. 
In displaying a preference for the 
"Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme, the 
Committee Vl{ishes to stress that both the 
Pilot Dewatering Scheme and the 
Lucern~ Disposal Scheme appear to 
have merit and that the continuance of 
their investigation is desirable. 

6. The "Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme 
is regarded as a suitable development to 
dispose of 4,500 Ml!yr of Barr Creek flow 
(containing 16,000 tonnes of salt} over 
an estimated project life of 150 years. 
The estimated capital cost is $3,735,000, 
with annual costs estimated to be some 
$26,000. 
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The Committee's detailed findings are as 
follows: 

(a) Beneficial Effects 
The "Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme 
will achieve a significant water quality 
improvement in the River Murray, re
ducing average salinities by 13 EC units 
at tVIerebein and 7 EC units at Morgan 
(SA). Substantial control of River 
Murray salinity will be dependent on the 
cumulative effect of a large number of 
measures, many on the comparatively 
small scale of the "Mineral Reserve" 
Basins Scheme. The Scheme would 

.effect a saving of up to $10,000,000 in 
pipeline cost if the Lake Tyrrell option is 
eventually adopted. 

(b) Elements oflhe Scheme 

The Committee . accepts that, beyond 
the Murray Valley Highway, a channel 
will be satisfactory for conveyance of 
diverted water from Lake Tutchewop to 
the "Mineral Reserve" Basins. How
ever, the Commission should, if and 
when deemed necessary, dewater this 
channel between uses to minimise the 
seepage potential. 

Groundwater levels adjacent to the 
channel should be monitored to identify 
any areas where further seepage con
trol measures might be necessary. 

The channel route should be along the 
northern boundary of the Mystic Park 
State Forest rather than through the 
adjacent farm land. 

(c) Groundwater Behaviour and Land 
Acquisition 
The use Ot the basin sites for evap
orative disposal will alter existing 
groundwater gradients and aggravate 
land salinisation effects in the imme
diate vicinity of the basins. In addition 
there will be adverse effects on the 
quality of life of landowners around the 
basins with these effects being difficult 
to express in money terms. To resolve 
these problems, the 2,840 ha of land 
involved should be acquired in the first 
instance and then managed by the 
Commission. Much of this land will be 
suitable for continued agricultural use 
and should be made availilble as such 
with Present owners given the first 
opportunity for leasing. 

Th9 Committee strongly supports the 
Commission's proposal to augment the 
already extensive groundwater moni
toring arrangements in the locality. In 
particular, monitoring of the two sites 
designated on the map is essential. The 
Commission should be obliged to take 
appropriate action (including possible 
installation of additional underground 
interceptors as allowed for in th8 es
timate) if the monitoring shows any 
extension of adverse groundwater 
effects to freehold land beyond the 
acquisition boundary shown on the plan. 

(d) Environmental Aspects 
The proposed Scheme has been sub
jected to public environmental review 
and,the views expressed in the Ministry 
for Conservation's Assessment have 
been taken into account by the Com
mittee in the preparation of this Pro
gress Report. The Committee concurs 
in the view that careful landscaping with 
appropriate vegetation at an estimated 
cost of $35,000 should be effected. In 
the interests of minimising disturbance 
to birds nesting along the Avoca 
floodway, access to the pump station on 
Lake Tutchewop should be along the 
eastern bank of No. 7 channel. 

(e) Inter-State Aspects 

The proposal has been deemed by 
consultants (Maunsell and Partners) as 
having sufficient economic and other 
merit to be included in a co-ordinated 
three State plan for action for salinity 
control and drainage. As such, the 
"Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme 
qualifies for Commonwealth assistance 
with funding under the National Water 
Resources Program. 

(I) Mode of Operation 

There is the probability of further in
terception schemes being adopted at 
points along the River Murray and 
changes in the characteristics of Barr 
Creek flow and salinity following the 
application of on-farm measures. Be
cause of these possible circumstances, 
the mode of operation of the combined 
Lake Tutchewop/"Mineral Reserve" 
Basins Scheme should be reviewed 
periodically in the interests of overall 
River Murray water quality. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The Committee recommends: 

1. That, in the interests of salinity control in 
the River Murray, the existing arrange
ments for disposal of Barr Creek drain
age be extended by constructing the 
"Mineral Reserve" Basins Scheme at an 
estimated cost of $3,735,000. 

2. That the 2,840 ha of land as designated 
on the attached map be acquired and 
then managed by the State Rivers and 
Water Supply Commission. 

3. That, iri the interests of forward planning, 
Lake Tyrrell be deemed a potential site 
for disposal of drainage from the Barr 
Creek catchment with salt harvesting 
allowed to an extent compatible with the 
lake's utility foi drainage disposal. 

4. That a joint study by appropriate 
departments and commercial interests 
be initiated and fostered with the 
objective of establishing a practicable 
compromise between drainage disposal 
and salt production potential at Lake 
Tyrrell. 
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OVERALL plan of the scheme to divert saline drainage water from Lake Tutchewop to the Mineral Reserve basins. 
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Winegrape Prices 
Sultana and Gordo 

increase 
SA Winegrape prices set for the 1981 

vintage, recently declared by the Minister for 
Consumer Affairs shows an increase for all 
drying varieties. Increases are Sultanas $15 
tonne, Gordo $13 tonne and Waltham 
(Malaga) $10 tonne. 

With two exceptions all other varieties re
ceived increases ranging from $5 to a high of $25 
tonne tor Rhine Riesling. Shiraz remained 
unchanged since 1979 at $135 tonne and Clare 
Reisling (Crouchen) stayed at its 1980 level. 

Prices for the Riverland area are: 

Cabernet Sauvignon 
Chenin Blanc .. 
Doradillo ....................... . 
Frontignan-Red ..... . 
Frontignan-White .. 
Grenache-Biack ........... . 
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ex Vineyard 
per tonne 

$ 
185.00 
175.00 
140.00 
140.00 
195.00 
128.00 

CtOWR A!!oi.,OO!> .,. <how"-

Mal bee... .... .... .... .. .... 145.00 
Mataro ...................... 128.00 
Muscat Gordo Blanco . 158.00 
Palomino.............................. 145.00 
Pedro Ximenez .................... 145.00 
Riesling-Clare (Crouchen) .. 175.00 
Riesling-Rhine.................... 245.00 
Rosaki (Malaga) (Waltham)... 140.00 
Sauvignon .Blanc................... 220.00 
Semillon (Madeira)..... 175.00 
Shiraz .............. 135.00 
Sultana..................... 155.00 
Tokay (Muscadelle) ............. 190.00 
Trebbino (White Hermitage).. 155.00 

Price per Baume 
$ 

Unsound grapes not suitable 
for beverage wine ............. . 9.00 

Victoria and NSW 
Prices for both varieties covered by the 

complementary legislation were also increased. 

1981 prices at winery are-
Sultana $158 tonne(+ $18) 
Gordo (Muscat) $160tonne (+ $15) 

PROPOSED • MINERAL RESERVE 
BASINS SCHEME 

FISCC Prices 
Canning Fruit 

New Season's prices for canning friut have 
been received by the Australian Canning 
Fruitgrowers' Association with extreme disap
pointment. 

The new minimum prices set by the Fruit 
Industry Sugar Concession Committee (FISCC) 
show an increase over 1979/1980 prices for 
Apricots $20 per tonne, Peaches $15 per tonne 
and WBC Pears for $10 p~r tonne. 

In a recent statement Mr Phillip Marshall, 
Secretary, Australian Canning Fruitgrowers' 
Association said that growers would be ex
tremely disillusioned at the pr'ices announced by 
FISCC in what appeared to be a disregard for the 
growers' constantly increasing costs. 

The minimum prices set by FISCC are-

Apricots 
Peaches 
PearsWBC 
Satsuma Plums 
D'Agen Plums 

$290 per tonne 
$225 per tonne 
$160 per tonne 
$260 per tonne 
$21 0 per tonne 

The Association had sought minimum prices 
of $180 per tonne for WBC Pears; $250 per 
tonne for Peaches and $320 per tonne for 
Apricots, the increases being based on the in
crease in farm costs over the past 12 months as 
related to the FISCC prices of 1979/1980. 

Mr Marshall said that growers will now be 
seeking an early indication from canners of what 
supplementary payments they can expect over 
and above the disappointingly low FISCC price 
set for 1980/1981. 
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SAVOURY DIP 
Here's. what you need: 

125 g (4 oz) cream cheese 
2 tablespoons fruit chutney 
90 g (3 oz) Sultanas 
1 tablespoon chopped walnuts 
1 teaspoon brandy 
2 tablespoons milk 

Here's what you do: 

Beat the cream cheese until smooth, then add 
chutney, Sultanas, walnuts and brandy. Beat 
thoroughly together, and then gradually add the 
milk until all the ingredients are combined. 

TROPICAL FRUIT BREAD 
Here's what you need: 

3/4 cup brown sugar 
3 tablespoons butter 
2eggs 
1 cup plain flour 
3/4 cup wholemeal plain flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
1f2 teaspoon salt 
%teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
1 cup crushed pineapple, undrained 
V2 cup Seeded Raisins 
3f4 cup chopped walnuts 

Here's what you do: 

Beat the sugar, butter and eggs together until 
well blended. Sift the plain and wholemeal flours, 
baking powder, salt and bicarbonate of soda 
together, then stir into the butter mixture. Add the 
pineapple, Seeded Raisins and walnuts and then 
the remaining flour mixture. Stir until thoroughly 
combined, then spoon into a greased 23cm x 12 
em (911 x 5") loaf tin. Mix 2 tablespoons of sugar 
with V2 teaspoon of cinnamon and sprinkle over 
the top of the loaf. Bake in a moderate oven for 
one hour, or until cooked when tested. 
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SULTANA CARROT CAKE 
Here's what you need: 

2eggs 
1 cup castor sugar 
3f4 cup oil 
V2 teaspoon vanilla essence 
1 cup plain flour 
1 tablespoon bicarbonate of soda 
V2 teaspoon mixed spice 
V2 teaspoon salt 

i 

1 cup Sultanas · 
1h cups finely gratel:t carrot lightly packed 
(about 2 medium carrots) 
V2. cup chopped walnuts 

Here's what you do: 

Combine the eggs, sugar, oil, essence and 
sifted dry ingredients in a basin. Beat on low 
speed, or with a wooden spoon until the mixture 
is smooth. Stir in the Sultanas, carrots and 
walnuts and mix well. Pour the mixture into a 
well-greased 20 em (8") ring tin and bake in a 
moderate oven 45-50 minutes. When cold 
spread with a cream cheese frosting made by 
beating together 30 g (1 oz) softened butter, 60 g 
(2 oz) packaged cream cheese, 1 teaspoon 
grated lemon rind and 1 V2 cups sifted icing sugar. 

FRUITY CHEESE BALLS 
Here's what you need: 

V2 cup grated cheddar cheese 
V2 cup cream cheese 
V2 cup chopped Sultan, as 
V2 cup chopped walnuts 
mayonnaise to blend 
crushed nuts 

Here's what you do: 

Mix all the ingredients together adding enough 
mayonnaise to make a firm mixture. Roll 
quantities of the mixture into balls the size of a 
walnut and toss in the crushed nuts. 

SUMMER SHAKE 
Here's what you need: 

1 cup Sultanas 
Vs teaspoon cinnamon 
V2- teaspoon vanilla essence 
3!4 cup water 

Here's what you do: 

Place all the ingre·dients into a blender. Blend 
until the mixture is completely smooth. Use 
approximately 2V2 tablespoons of mixture to 1 
cup of milk, or vary according to preferred taste. 

KISHMISH 
Here's what you need: 

500 g (1/b) Dried Fruit Salad Mixture~ 
Prunes, pears, apple rings, peaches, nec

tarines, Apricots 
V4 cup each Sultanas and Seeded Raisins 
4 cinnamon sticks 
1 tablespoon thinly sliced glace ginger 
V2 teaspoon nutmeg 
Light sugar syrup made from: 
tV2 cups water and V2 cup sugar 
1 cup orange juice) 
3J4 cup brandy, ) OR all orange juice 
wineorrum ) 

Here's what you do: 

Rinse the Dried Fruits under cold water. Place 
all the fruits into a saucepan with the cinnamon 
sticks, ginger, nutmeg, sugar syrup and 1 cup 
orange juice. Plump the fruits over a gentle heat 
then remove and cool. Add the brandy OR extra 
orange juice and refrigerate in a sealed con
tainer. Serve with a dollop of whipped cream 
sprinkled with nutmeg. If liked, preserved cum
quats and maraschino cherries may be added. 

MINI KEBABS 
Here's what you need: 

On long toothpicks, or fine skewers, alternate 
bite size pieces of: 

Prune 
Pin apple 
Cheese 
Seeded Raisins 
Cabana 
Preserved ginger 
Dried Apricot 
Cocktail onions 
Capsicum 
Glace cherry 

The combinations are endless! Arrange the 
toothpicks on a bed of lettuce, or insert into an 
orange and use as the centre piece of a savoury 
tray. 
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CHICKEN MEDLEY SALAD 
Here's what you need: 

V4 cup mayonnaise 
1!4 cup sour cream 
1 V2 tablespoons lemon juice 
1f4 teaspoon prepared mustard 
salt to taste 
1 cup Dried Apricots, cooked, drained and 

coarsely chopped 
1112 cups diced cooked chicken 
1 cup chopped celery 
1 tablespoon finely chopped spring onions 
crisp lettuce 

Here's what you do: 

Combine the mayonnaise, sour cream, lemon 
juice, mustard and salt to make a dressing. Toss 
the Apricots, chicken, celery and onions lightly 
together, then fold through enough of the 
dressing to coat the ingredients. Chill well, then 
arrange the salad on crisp lettuce leaves to 
serve. 

SPICY SULTANA APPLE CAKE 
Here's what you need: 

60 g (2 oz) buffer 
1 teaspoon grated lemon rind 
V3 cup sugar 
1 egg 
1 cup self raising flour 
V2 teaspoon cinnamon 
V4 cup milk 
J/4 cup Sultanas 
3 medium sized apples 
lemon juice 
extra cinnamon and sugar 

Here's what you do: 

Beat together the butter, lemon rind and sugar 
then add the egg and beat well. Sift together the 
flour and cinnamon and add half to the creamed 
mixture, mixing thoroughly. Add the rest of the 
flour alternately with the milk and stir until 
blended. Add the Sultanas and spread into a 
greased 20 em (8") spring form tin. Peel and core 
the apples and cut into quarters. Cut each 
quarter into slices, but not right through. Sprinkle 
each quarter with lemon juice and arrange, cored 
side down, over cake mixture. Bake in a 
moderate oven for about 1 hour, or until cooked. 
Remove from oven and sprinkle with a mixture of 
,cinnamon and sugar. 
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NO-COOK RELISH 
Here's_ what you need: 

2 large apples 
1 large white onion 
1 red pepper 
1 cup Seeded Raisins 
2 tablespoons white vinegar 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon sugar 

Here's what you do: 

Peel the apples and onion and chop finely. Cut 
the pepper in half and remove the seeds. Put the 
pepper and Seeded Raisins through a mincer or 
chop finely. Mix all the prepared ingredients 
together, then add the vinegar, salt and sugar. 
Pour into jars and cover. Leave for 24 hours 
before serving with cold meats or in sandwich 
fillings. 

CURRY SAUCE 
Here's what you need: 

2 onions, chopped 
1 tablespoon butter 
1 w2 tablespoons curry powder 
1 tablespoon flour 
1% cups stock 
1 apple, chopped 
2 tomatoes, peeled and chopped 
1 tablespoon chutney 
juice and rind of V2/emon 
1 bay leaf 
pinch salt 
Y2 cup Sultanas 
2 hard boiled eggs, chopped 

Here's what you do: 

Fry unions in butter. Add curry powder and 
flour and cook for 2 minutes. Add stock, apple, 
tomatoes, chutney, juice and rind of lemon, bay 
leaf and salt. Bring to the boil and cook for 20 
minutes. Stir in Sultanas and hard boiled eggs 5 
minutes before end of cooking. Remove bay leaf 
and serve sauce over rice or noodles. 

RAISIN WALDORF SALAD 
Here's what you need: 

1 cup each diced unpeeled apples, diced 
celery, chopped Seeded Raisins 

1.(2 cup each Walnut pieces and mayonnaise 
1 diced orange 

Here's what you do: 

Toss the ingredients lightly together with the 
mayonnaise. For a special occasion, this salad 
can be served in carefully scooped out orange 
halves. 

PRUNE AND LEMON WHIP 
Here's what you need: 

375 g (12 ozs) Prunes 
2egg whites 
pinch salt 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
Y2 cup castor sugar 
Y2 cup cream, semi-whipped 
grated rind V2femon 

Here's what you do: 

Simmer the Prunes gently in water to cover for 
25 minutes, or until tender. Drain, cool, put 8 
aside for decoration. Remove stones from re
mainder and chop roughly. Whisk egg whites 
until foamy, add salt and lemon juice, whisk until 
stiff. Add sugar, a tablespoon at a time, beating 
after each addition. Continue beating until firm. 
Add the cream, chopped Prunes and lemon rind, 
and fold until all ingredients are combined. 
Spoon the mixture into individual bowls, top with 
a whole Prune and chill. Serve on day of m;;·~>:Jng. 

HARVESTERS CAKE 
Here's what you need: 

2 cups self raising flour 
V2 cup cold mashed potato 
V2cupsugar 
1 cup Currants OR Sultanas 
Y2 cup milk 

Here's what you do: 

Sift the flour into a bowl and mix in the potato, 
sugar and Dried Fruit. Mix to a soft dough with the 
milk, knead lightly on a floured surface and form 
into a roun"'cfmound. Glaze with milk then place on 
a floured tray to bake in a moderately hot oven fo· 
about 15 minutes or until cooked golden browfl 
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