
,_. 

ti 

Offjcial Organ of the 

Re,gLstered at the G.P.O., Melbourne for transmiiSJsion by Post as a Periodical. 

Vol. 10, No. !. MILDURA, JANUARY 11, 1935 Price 3d 

Outlook For The Australian Dried Fruit Industry 
The most important Board of the industry 

-the Export Control Board-which handles 
all overseas shipments of dried fruit (totalling 
almost 80 per cent. of the production) has 
tabled its tenth annual report to the Hou3::: 
of Representatives. 

Without the Export Control Board the 
A.D.F.A's. efforts for orderly marketing in 
Australia would be nullified from an industry 
standpoint, by the strong possibility of a 
debacle taking place on overseas markets. 

The organisation by the Board has proved of 
immense value to growers in ensuring efficient 
and sound marketing in Great Britain and else
where. 

The dried fruits industry is exceedingly for
tunate in having the services of outstanding 
commercial men on the Export Boards as 
nom-inee·s of the Commonwealth Government. 

The Chairman (Mr. W. C. Thomas) in his 
report stated:-

ln view o.f the fact that the legislation 
under which this Board is constituted was en
acted in the year 1924, it is perhaps fitti1·1g 
that after a period of ten years some regard 
should be ~ad to the development of the Aus
tralian Dried Fruit Industry and to its future. 

As shown in paragraph 5 of this report, the 
production in 1924-1925 amounted to 37,217 
tons, whereas during the se·ason 1933-1934 die 
production is estimated at 64,750 tons, and 
during the preceding year the production was 
77,832 tons. 

It is apparent that given favorable condi
tions the acreage entering into production 
might readily result· in a harvest exceeding 
80,000 tons. 

Having regard to the fact that the home 
consumption in the Commonwealth may 
to taken at not exceeding 13,000 tons 
per annum, it follows that the export of the 
surplus of processed dried vine fruits will 
amount normally to 50,000 tons and may 
readily total 65,000 tons per annum. It is, 
ther~fore, apparent that from 80 to 8 5 per 
cent. of the production of processed vine 
fruits must be exported from the Common
wealth. 

The question obviously anses to what 
markets and under what conditions may this 
fruit be exported and what competition must 
be met in the principal consuming countries. 
The outstanding market is found in the 
United Kingdom and in a lesser degree in the 
two Dominions of Canada and New Zealand. 
A study of the interesting table relative to the 
importation of dried fruit into Great Britain 
suggests that on an average 125,000 tons of 
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dried vine fruits are consumed annually i·1 
Great Britain. 

If, therefore, 50,000 tons of Australian pro
cessed fruit have to be exported it may be as
sumed t.hat the British market could take the 
whole quantity, Which would represent 40 per 
cent. of the total requirements of the United 
Kingdom. - Already Australia is by far the 
largest supplie·r of sultanas and lexias to th::tt 
market, the proportion of currants being con-

siderably less than the proportion of sultanas 
and lexias. 

Unfortunately the British market. is similar
ly regarded by exporters from the American 
and Medite'tranean producing centres. This is 
specially the case· during such period as the 
political and economic situation in Central 
Europe has decreased the purchasing power of 
European countries to such an extent as to 
offer greatly reduced markets for what may 
be described as foreign grown fruit. 

The development of substantial markets in 
the Dominions of Canada and New Zealand 
is of supreme importance by reason of th-.! 
fact that the consuming powe·r of these sister 
Dominions is such that at least 20,000 tons of 
dried vine fruits might be taken from the 
Australian producer, and especially so under 
existing preferential tariffs. 

The importance of these· markets in reliev
ing the weight or pressure of supplies on the 
United Kingdom market's must be self-evi
dent inasmuch as trade to this extent would 
reduce the quantity which must go to the 
British market which, by reason of the high 
aggregate consumption, is the ultimate· dump
ing ground for the export surplus of ·the 
Mediterranean, Asiatic and American ·pro-
ducers. · 

The Board is gratified that during ·the ·1:is_t. 
few years the Dominion markets indiCated· 
have afforded considerable relief to- the-._ situa
tion by the absorption in Canada ._a_~d-:._:·~*}r 
Zealand of some 12,500 to 15.,00_0--.. tqp§ ~py 
annum. 

A review of the 
indicate that the quantit-y 
safely exported to the 
not exceed some 3 5,000 tons, 
quantity tends to delay the 
the exporting year and to 
refurns to the Australian 

Theoretically, on the st-atistic~ .. -()£ ·lE~~ft 
tion in Great Britain, it might. <tPP,~~~ ·;~~a,i'§1P. 
to believe that the British mark~t could:«lisi>.~;b 
the whole of the Australian su.rpltiS afi~f\~hll 

: "';_."~; .. ,., -''"''"d( 
provision had been made for h?~(.:.~O~~-~~,~
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t~.o.n, but--in/p'ractice experience has shown_ that 
the eXport of quantities in excess of 3 5,000-
~ons tends to break down the average realisa
~.ions in most marked fashion. 
i In view of the position indicated above :It _ 

fs ev~dent that the future of the Australian ,' 
dr-i~d fruit industry in its present dimensions 
lies il) the maintenance of Imperial Preference 
and that any change which would tend to 
diminish the preference granted in the British, 
Canadian and now, happily, also in the New 
Zealand market would have far-reaching and, 
disastrOus results to the dried fruit industry. 
in the Commonwealth. 
' . . 

The Board, therefOre, records -Its hope th;tt 
the policy of the Co111mon_wealth. w~ll_ con_~~~~te 
t-O be direc;:ted to the maintenance of the pr,::
ferential admission of Empire-grown fruit to 
the three principal markets indicated, and ap
preciative acknowledgment is due to the 
efforts of .successive Governments of whatever 
political complexion to protect the interests ~f 
the· Australian dried fruit producer. 

The Board feels it incumbent to stress th~ 
fact that as a result of the Imperial scheme 
of preferential admission of Empire-grown 
fruit, the price of dried raisins and currants 
in Great Britain, Canada, and New Ze·aland 
has been maintained at such reasonable rates 
as to fully justify the legislation passed by the 
Imperial and Dominion Parliaments conce·rned 
without imposing any material increase· in th~ 
cost to the consumer in Great Britain and th~ 
Dominions. This situation encourages the be-· 
lief that the continuation of the policy .of Im
perial preference as regards the dried fruits 
industry may confidently be expected. 

The purchasing power of the consumer 
throughout the world having fallen, the aver
-age prices obtained in the several markets, aD.d 

especially in view of the world surpluses of 
dried frUits, have fallen, but the full effect of 
this reduction has been lessened in large 
measure by the benefit to the producer accru
·mg from the transfer to Australian currency 
of. the proceeds of the sale of dried fruits ex
ported 'from the Commonwealth. 
. --It is ·recognised that the position of exchange 
-is· ari extraneous factor which must not. be 
permitted to obscure the definite results ac
ruing from the preferential admission of Em
~pi!fe..,gtow:n· fruits to the several Empire 
im:arkets: 
::.J_;~Tne~ '' cess·ation of the Empire Market

: :m{-B6ird -iU Great Britain brings to an end 

sustained and very successful work which is 
being carried on throughout the· year in all 
parts of Great Britain. , 

That such scheme has been possible is due 
to t.he activities of the Statutory Bodies operat
ing in such manner as to make possible a uni
form contribution by each producer of the 
several commodities to the best possible ad
vantage. 

The work now and for several years being 
done i.n Great Britain could not have been 
carried out by any one of the industries alone 
or by the Commonwealth Government with
out a very substantial demand on the public 
.funds. 

Under the Dried Fruits ExporL Charg~s 
Act, the following rates of levy for the sea
sen 1932-33 were prescribed by the Govern
ment on the recommendation of this Board:-
On Sultanas 7fd per cwt. .0669d peT lb. 
On Currants 7 !d per cwt. .'0669d per lb. 
On Lexias 3d per cwt. .0268d per lb. 

For the season 1933-34 the following re
duced rates "Of levy have similarly been recom
mended by this Board and subsequently pre
scribed:-
On Sultanas 6dpercwt. .0536dperlb. 
On Currants 6dper cwt. .0536dper lb. 
On Lexias 3d per cwt. .0268d per lb. 

The Board desire to point out that the whole 
of the revenue of the Board is provided by the 
producers of dried fruits and that_ there is no 
charge whatsoever on the consolidated revenue 
of the Commonwealth, a fact which, in view 
of certain misunderstanding, require to be em
phasised. 

A det.ail audited statement of the re
cepits and payments from the Dried Frui1;s 
Export Fund is appended to the report. 

The revenue received for the twelve months 
ending June 30, 1934, was £33,322/13/11, to 
which is added the balance brought forward 
at June 30, 1933, of £32,199/I0/3. 

The expenditure of the Board during th.:! 
year ending June 30, 1934, was £36,866/16/6, 
the principal items being:-

Administrative 
Australia 

expenses in 

Administrative expenses m 
Great Britain 

Development of the Cana
dian, New Zealand and 
EaStern markets, includ
ing contributions to the 
Commonwealth Govern-

£3,460 

7,548 

2 7 

I 8 

:.tll:e .. :-CQLopetation between that Board and the 
i11cht~try, .a~d it is fitting that appropriate 
~·-~dghttiocy 1 :shOuld be made of the assistance 
:~~~fi_:~," ~~~--hnperial Government ~o .the pro- Canada 
:~aUfin:g''':tirterests -of the several Domimons, not E d. D · d F · 

ment in respect to opera
tions of the Australian 
Trade Commission in 

2,735 7 3 

~
·,· .,

1
,,._.,:.> '"'··-- _.h. h l . h ·A 1. ·xpen 1ture on ne rUtt 

,,, :e'a's1:- B.emg t e e p pven to· t e ustra r1n I . . . A · ;, , ,.-." --.,,,,:,, _ , . . . . nvest1gatwns 1n ust.ra-
, ~~~~}!~,1~:-·J?.~d~ucer ~unng, the years m whi~h lia undertaken on behalf 

.orll.b ·substant.1al. :finane1al assistance made avail- f th B d b th Co .. , . - d c e oar y e m-
abie by tlie Imper'1al Government has one so 1 h C ·1 f 
!f/:ffl,~- ""··""£'-- ·,,-h. . d monwea t ounc1 or 

:T:rJE'i~:~;.:'· ~~-·~: .. -e Emptre pro ucer. Scientific and Industrial 
·';:~ .. _TKe;._ie~mi~ation of the operations of __ the Research 
.ffi.WB~f;_:.<~~,r~eting Board h~s rende·red ~-~en DevelOpment of the market in 
~WP,J.:Y,_;,lrpPC?~fant than before _~h~ work bemg Great Britan through the 
Ckt:rif&"'OUt by the Australian Joint Trade Aust-ralian Joint Trade 

1,800 0 0 

Publicity Scheme. . Publicity Scheme 20,000 0 0 
r~~"'Thi; '~~th~d· of __ co~binini the aCtivities c£ Balance as at June 30, 1934 28,655 7 8 
~,the _several mark~tin~ Boatds. ~~~ '··up _under The Board would recdtd its apprc
;1Commonwealth legislaii_on, .not.ably,"_~,_tJ?:.~- ·Da1ry_ ·- c_iation of the·· services rendered by the staff 
iJPxoduce! Control Board, the Canned Fruits at Melbourne and by the London ·Agency of 
} Control Board, Dried Fruits Export Control the Board and- thi; officers of such agency in 
-,Board, in co-operation with .the Comm'6ll- · Great Britain. 
wealth Government, has proved to be perhaps Acknowledgment is also made of the con
the most successful method of bringing before fi:n~ed aSsistance accorded to the Board by the 
the -British public the immense resources of Ministers and officials of the Commonwealth 
certain aspects of production. Depirtrrlent of Trade and CustomS and of 

From time to time visitors to Great Britain Conlmerce. 
return~rig' t~ Au51:.ralia :have emphasised the His Majesty's Senior Trade Commissioner 
value of the Australian Joint Trade Publi~ity in the Commonwealth has freely made avail-

, Scheme, and while there are isolated instanc(!s able any statistical data required by 'the Board 
of complaint that Australian produce lacks in relation to the British market. 
the necessary advertising publicity in Great The Trade Commissioner in the Dominion 

. Britain, such complaints fail to recognise the of Canada has been indefatigable in further-

tng the interests of . the dried fruit producer, 
anQ indeed of the· Commonwealth, in Canada, 
arid during the ye·ar by personal contact with 
the chairman and members of the Board. The 
serv~ces of Mr. Macgregor, the Trade Com
mission in Canada, and of his staff have been 
of great importance to the industry. 

THE INDEPENDENT PACKERS AND 
PRODUCERS' ASSOCIATION 

No serious concern has be·en expressed in 
A.D.F.A. circles at the formation of this new 
organisat-ion of South Australian "Outside" 
interests. It is· also apparent that the chair
man of the South Australian State .Board --is 
who1eheaited. i1~ hiS-- St:.ifeniei1i tli.at his Board 
would welcome the move. 

The position of having isolated units out
side the A.D.F.A. scattered about the whole of 
the producing areas and totally un-organised 
and misinformed has been the cause of many 
a:voidable misunderstandings in the past, boti1 
with the A.D.F.A. and the Boards administer
ing the dried -fruits acts. 

\Vith the advent of this new organisation 
it is to be hoped that much of this will be 
avoided, and that those who have been out o£ 
touch with affairs and organisation will be so 
impressed with the value of concerted action 
that they will decide to take a deeper inter
est in the organisation that has enabled the 
industry to get. through its many vicissitud~s 
and be in the position that it is today and from 
a study of the functions of the A.D.F.A., and 
the value it has been to growers will soon rea
lise that their best interests lie in their get
ting into that body. 

The A.D.F.A. has been evolved from the 
experiences of the past, and it is safe to say 
that like most administrative bodies it is still 
in the process of evolution. Its constitution 
can be. amended at any time by the action of 
the Federal Council of the Association. It is 
particularly interesting to note the grower pre
dominance at this Federal Council. At. the 
1934 meeting, of the 30 delegates present with 
the right to vote, 27 of them were men who 
were actually engaged in production on their 
own properties. The voting is on a four
fifths majority basis. 

There is no ill feeling between the A.D.F.A. 
and the "Outside" grower or packer and 
agent. It is realised that everyone has a per
fect right t-O to business in his own way, sub
ject, of course, to the law of ~~e land, which 
is in this £:OUntry based on the principle of the 
greatest good for the greateSt l,lUmber. A 
typical example of this being the control of 
the drie~ fruits industry. 

There is always room for new members in 
the A.D.F.A., and there is also always room 
for improvement. Those who have ideas 
that they conside~ would· be of value to the 
industry as a whole are invited to get right in
to the Association, bring them up at the con
ferences 'that are called for this very purpose. 

. CERRA.RD 
WIR.t. TYINC. 
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DRIED FRUITS IN NEW ZEALAND 
Speciali)l Written for "Dried Fruit News" by MR. P. MALLOCH 

A special feature of tbe following interesting article is tbe report on the success of 
the Australian lexia in New Zealand. During the negotiatio11s on the Nnv Zealand treary 
foreign interests stated that AusiYalia wonld not be able to supply that market ~uith tlx 
quality it required, especially in seeded lexit11·. Tbis opinion is confounded by the excellent 
Festtlts obtained. 

A few years ago I had the pleasure of visit
ing Canada, and of becoming acquianted with 
some of the distributors, and problems of dis
tributions of dried fruits, following on the 
adoption of a trade treaty giving preference 
to Australian dried fruits in that country. "It 
was under similar circumstances and with <l 

similar degree of interest that I visited New 
Zealand in November with the "Sunraysia"' 
party. The main purpose of the visit was, of 
course, to see some of the scenic beauties of 
New Zealand, and in this respect we were weJ.l 
satisfied. 

BEAUTIFUL SCENERY 

In the course of the tour we visited the 
\\1 aitomo Glow Worm Caves, Chateau Ton
gariro nestling under Mounts Nguarahoe, Toa
gariro and Rapuea; Rotorua and Wairake1, 
fal1]-0Us for their hot water springs and mud 
pools, geysers and mineral baths; the Wanganui 
River Valley, which gives a drive of 50 miles 
through lovely wooded hills and valleys; Queen 
Charlotte Sounds, with the hundreds of is
lands, inlets, bays and wooded slopes; the 
Buller Gorge, another drive through mountain 
and river scenery, the west coast with alternat
ing enchanting scenes of lakes, seacoast, rUsh
ing rivers and wonderful forest, shrub and 
fernlands. Franz Josef Glacier falling from the 
towering ice-clad slopes of Mounts Cook, Bis
marck and Von Moltke. A day on the glacier 
is an event. of intense and unique interest. No 
camera can do justice to the varied scenes, nor 
can words adequately describe this wonder of 
nat'~1re. Another fine drive through the Otigra 
Gorge from the we·st to the east coast com
pleted a scenic tour which every membe·r of 
the party personally stated was a wonderful 
success. Mr. Marshall, of the New Zealand 
Government Tourist Agency, was the guide, 
philosopher and frie'Ud of the party on the trip, 
and at the conclusion of the tour the thanks 
of the party was expressed to him and -a suit
able present-ation made. 

The main towns visited during the tour 
were, Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch, 
on the east coast and Westport, Greymouth 
and Hokatika to the west coast. Whilst the 
rest of the party visited the sights of the towns 
I had the pleasure of conferring with the vari
ous agents, representative merchants and re
tailers interested in the handling of our A~ls
tralian dried fruits. 

I also had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Nes
bitt, Australian Trade Commissione·r in New 

Zealand, and Mr. Payne, Assistant Commis
sioner, both of whom are keenly interested in 
the dried fruits trade. 

SATISFACTORY TRADING CONDITIONS 
It was encouraging to find, and it is inter

esting to record that our trade with New Ze:t
land is in a healthy and flourishing condit~on. 
The various operators are as happy in the hand
ling and distributing of our fruits as we are 
in the selling of them. The Export Control 
Board is represented by four selling agents: 
Gollin and Co. Ltd., Harrisons Ramsay Pt·v. 
Ltd., Speedings Ltd., and J. R. Budand Pty. 
Ltd. These firms work on a brokerage basis, 
collecting orders from the merchants, passing 
them on to the Board which, in turn, allocates 
the orders to the various exporters. These 
agents are keen, they handle only Australian 
dried fruits, and their objective is a maximum 
turn-over in our fruit. The Board is adequate
ly represented on the brokerage or agency sid~ 
of the business. 

DISTRIBUTING PROBLEMS 
On the distribution side I found similar 

problems to those existing in Ausualia. On the 
one hand the old established merchant-retailer 
system of distribution; on the other, the chain 
store or retailer group buying organisations, 
keen to get on to the ground floor in price·. 
Those responsible for price fixation and sta
bility in distributing conditions have a most 
difficult problem t.o contend with in the claims 
of the various organisations. In this re-
spect the Export Control Board's policy has 
proved successful and one most suited to co.n
ditkms in New Zealand as they appealed to me; 
In general, it may be said that the merchants, 
the retailers and the retailers buying groups 
are satisfied with our terms and policy. Chain 
stores groups would like to have a better basis 
of buying, but to give way to their claims 
would' cause greater trouble than could be 
balanced by gai~ to the industry. 

Apart from trading conditions, it was good 
to hear the satisfaction expressed with the qual
ity of our fruit. Our currants now monopolise 
the New Zealand market, with the demand 
mainly for three and two-crown grades for 
the ten months January to October, 1934, im
ports of Australian currants to New Zealand 
were 697 tons and Greek 25 tons only. 

SULTANA POSITION 
With sultanas we have not yet reached the 

full benefits of the treaty. Many stores stock 
Australian sultanaS. only, but in others there 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 
for tbe Co-operative Paclting a11d Processi11g of Dried Fruits 

PAID-UP CAPITAL, £32,901. RESERVES, £13,685 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST .COMING HARVEST 

are stocks of Californian Thompsons side by 
side with our fruit. These stocks were·- mainly 
purchased before ~pplication of the tariff, and 
they will grow le·ss; as there is a steady swing
over to our fruit for quality and value. This 
is demonstrated by the fact that for 1934 sea
son April to Oct-aber, sales were over 2,000 
tons as compared with 1933 total season's sales 
1,246 tons. With care· in our handling of this 
market in re·spect to price and quality we may 
look forward to an annual turn-over of about' 
3,000 t.ons of sultanas. 

IMPROVED LEXIAS SALES 

It is in lexias and seeded ra1S1ns that the 
greatest gain has been established. In 19.3:-.l we, 

sold 3 5 tons to New Zealand and our best tU£rl::-.. 
over in 9 years of control has be·en 51 tons. 
For 1934 our turn-over will be well over 400 
tons. This is due to improved methods of 
packing and processing by packers and seed
ers, and the adoption of attractive cartons by 
our exporters. 

There is a very general appreciation of the 
lexia as a pudding and cake raisin on account 
of its high sugar content and rich flavor, and 
espe~ially of its new virtue-freedom from 
stickiness-which was its old handicap. Aus
tralian and Canadian buyers have found the 
exce.llencies in our new seeded raisins, and we 
look forward with more confidence in our 
ability to market this fruit. 

PUBLICITY PLANS 

In Wellington I discussed publicity plans 
with our agents and a series of posters, show 
cards and price tickets was agreed upon as like
ly to give the greatest benefit. Storekeepers 
like these cards and posters to brighten up their 
windows when displaying dried fruits and con
sider them a help in increasing turn-over. In· 
fact, storekeepers are largely guided in selec
tion of materials for window display by the 
show cards or other advertising matter avail
able to help them make the display attractive. 
The Export Control Board has endorsed these 
proposals and so in this way our trade will be 
helped along. 

New Zealand is a bright. spot in our dried 
fruits trade and I can wish our grower no 
better than a period of prosperity which will 
enable them to visit New Zealand and see .for 
themselves how bright it is, both for trade 
and for scenic splendour. 

W.A. APPRECIATION OF C.S. AND I.R! 
OFFICER'S VISIT 

As a result' of the official visit of Mr. A.·--..Y:~t 
Lyon, of the Merbein Research Statio.U,.;t'p:; 
Western Australia Mr. L. Thorn, M.L:A.··.A:O.i:,'; 
Toodyay, has written Dr. A. C. D. Riv:e.:t;t_,, 
Chief Executive Officer of the· C.S .. and: I:~·~,o 
the following letter:-

"! desire to thank you for the recent visit; 
of Mr. A. V. Lyon, and to assure you. tha·t 
we appreciated his visit very much indeed .. He 
imparted knowledge tO growers that, I feel 
sure, will be of great help to them in the 
future. 

.. I had the pleasure of accompanying Mr~ 
Lyon on several different occasions. We 
visited several vineyards and on the Friday 
evening, November 30, we held a very repre
sentative meeting of growers,· and since Mr. 
Lyall's departure they have assured me how 
they appreciated his visit. We have under
taken to carry out his advice on several mat
ters. We have formed a committee of Science 
and Research which, I think, will be beneficial 
to the industry, and I hope it will be our 
good -fortune to have a visit from Mr. Lyon 
mare often than we have in the· p~st:" ' 
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OIDIUM CONTROL 
Some investigators maintain that the sulphur 
vclatilizes and that it is the sulphur vapour 
which does the work. Sulphur begins to 
volatilize about 75 deg. Fah. 2 deg. (C.), but 
a difference between ground and sublimed sul
phurs has been nor.iced. Quality Of Sulphur That Should Be Used 

Mr. W. McCutcheon, H.D.A. Fruit. In
structor in the New South Wales Department 
of Agriculture, has prepare·d the following in
formative article which should be of particu
lar interest to growers. 

The prevalence of oidium amongst. the vine
yards of the River Murray irrigation areas dur
ing the past few se·asons prompted the writer 
to make inquiries as to the cause. This could 
have lain in either of two directions:-

(a) The fungi had become resistant to the 
action of sulphur or 

(b) That the sulphurs commonly used 
were not effective. 

Of these (a) seemed to be most unlikely 
and, there{()re, an investigation of the sulphurs 
commonly used was set afoot, samples being 
obtained at. local packing sheds from the 
brands available to growers and submitted to 
the Chemists' branch of the New South Wales 
Department of Agriculture for examination. 

The following is quoted from the report:-

Manufacturers' Sample (a) Sample (b) 
Description "Itomic Dust. 90% Dust. 

Sulphur Sulphur 
In en. Material (filler) 
Sulphur Failing to Pass 

10.1% 10.2% 

200-mesh Sieve 10.5% 10.6% 

Chancel "Sulphuri-
41.5 mete·r., Number 3 8 

( 5 minutes settling) 
Though the name "Atomic" in the case of 

one sample would suggest that this is an 
Atomic or precipitated sulphur, a microscopic 
examination reveals that both are ground sul"7 
phurs. 

There is little diffe·rence between them, both 
containing 10o/o filler and being of approxi
mately the same degree of fineness as shown 
by the chancel number. This determination 
give·s a rough measure of the fineness of sul
phurs (based on their volume of settling) and 
in this case indicates that both samples are of 
medium quality only. 

Owing to the lack of sieves finer than 200 
meShes to the inch, it was not possible, to de
te'rmine the absolute fineness of the sulphurs 
by further fractionation. 

We have, for dusting purposes, three main 
forms of sulphur: (1) Ground sulphur; (2) 
sublimed sulphur (flowers of sulphur) ; ( J 
atomic ·or precipitated sulphur). 

The sources of origin are U.S.A., Italy, 
J~~~n.and a little from New Zealand. 

1. GROUND SULPHUR 
This product is made by griding ordinary 

, t()ll sulphur in a suitable mill. In some coun
t;tle~·- ground sulphur is graded into several 
degrees of fineness by use of an air current, but 
the-re- --does not appear to have been any at
telnpts to produce different grades of ground 
sulphurs in this State (N.S.W.). 

There is no reason other than the cost, wlw 
grOund sulphur should not be prepared in a 
much :finer state of division than at present. 

· 2. SUBLIMED SULPHUR (Flowers of 
Sulphur) . 

This form of sulphur is prepared by heating 
ordinary sulphur and cooling the vapor on 
some form of cOoling surface. The sulphur 
deposits in opaque spherical particles which 
are usually joined to form aggregates or 

clusters. 
Sublimed sulphur is, as a rule, finer th:m 

ground sulphur. 
3. ATOMIC OR PRECIPITATED 

SULPHURS 
This material is prepared by the decomposi

tion of soluble sulphur compounds such a'i 
lirpe-sulphur, sodium, thiosulphate, etc., by the 
addition of excess of acid. 

The precipitated sulphur is separated by fil
tration and washed and dried. Sulphur pre-

pared in this manner is in a much finer state 
of division than either ground or sublimed sul
phur, but is, is a rule, more expensive. 

The three above forms are easily distinguish
able under the microscope. 

Another form of sulphur-for treatment of 
powdery mildews-which has more recently 
been developed and come on the market is 
Colloidal Sulphur, which is used as a w..:t 
spray, either alone with water at the rate of: 
Water, 100 gallons; colloidal sulphur, 2 to 5 
lbs. Although usually a spreader is used and 
probably 2 lbs. of soft soap per 100 gallons 
of spray would, in these areas, be most suit
able. 

One advantage presented by this form of 
sUlphur is the property which it has of readily 
mixing with water and remaining in suspen
sion rendering its mixture with any wet spray 
to be applied a quite easy matter. 

When using in conjunction with a wet spray 
the vclume of the spray shall be regarded ::ts 

water only. 

THE ACTION OF SULPHUR 
Th€;·re is at present .very little agreement 

amongst experimentalists as to the way in 
which sulphur acts on mildews, plants, etc. 

In an experiment reported in 1929 the 
operator stated that sulphur ground to pass a 
100-mesh sieve was practically unacted on by 
air at temperatures of 90 deg. C. ( 199 de g. 
Fah.), but sublimed sulphur gave appreciable 
quantit.ies of volatile products at 17 deg. C. 
(6J deg. Fah.). 

On these results it appears that sublimed 
sulphur should be superior to ground sulphur. 

Some growe-rs are, however, prejudiced 
against sublimed sulphur as it has a tendency 
to choke (or "lodge" in) the blowers. 

Other investigators maintain that the action 
of sulphur is due partly to volatile sulphur 
products such as sulphur di-oxide and partly 
to sulphur vapor, whilst a third group say 
that the action of sulphur is due to the forma
tion of a complex sulphur acid known as 
pentathionic acid. 

But' whatever the manner in which sulphur 
acts all investigators seem to agree that the 
fineness of division of the sulphur used is .1 

very important factor, if not the most import
ant factor affect.ing the efficiency of sulph!!r 
dusts. 

All modern workers in this field maintain 
that the particles of a dusting sulphur should 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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DUSTING SULPHUR 90% 
For treating 

OIDIUM MilDEW 
and other fungous diseases of vines 

* 
Impalpably fine and free-running in dusting guns; 

does not "ball-up" or pack 

* 
Prepared in Australia by 

COMMONWEALTH FERTILISERS 
and CHEMICALS Ltd. 

65 William Street (G.P.O. Box 390cl), Melbourne 

Obtainable at lowest prices from 

LOCAL PACKING SHEDS 

* Other special types available include: 

ROLL SICILIAN SULPHUR also REFINED POWDERED SULPHUR 
specially prepared lor burning 
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SEASONAL NOTES 
By A, V, LYON, M.Ag.SC, 

GENERAL 
At this time of the year, with the grape 

crop in sight, .a. review of the present position 
may prove of interest. ·The seaSon has been 
a v~ry troublesome .one, sections being various
Iy affected early in the year by frost' and 
hail; and, later, by the three chief diseases
Oidium, Black Spot, and Downy Mildew, 

We also had quite a lot of what is known 
as "die-back." This is usually termed a"phy
siological disease," being connected with the 
nutrition of the vine, and not associated with 
an organism of disease. . 

VINE DISEASES 
Oidium is not so much in evidence this 

year. This is consistent with previous obser
vations, as in years when Bordeaux mixtu:.·e 
has been applied regularly and early for othtr 
diseases, the attacks of oidum are usually later 
and less severe. Sulphur treatment is also im
proving, by earlier application of sulphur dust, 
and the introduction of "mixable" forms of 
sulphur in the wet sprays. 

Very bad attacks from oidum are, how-ever, 
still possible, and liberal applications of sul
phur are still necessary. Relatively late ap
plications are to be recommended, as with so 
much cool an<! cloudy weather, the maturation 
of the leaves and canes has been delayed. 

Black spot should give us no further 
trouble as far as the present season is con
cerned. The berries are not usually subject to 
fresh attacks after December, though further 
development of !he lesions alrea-dy there may 
t.ake place. 

One result will be pitt'ed cane·s for next 
year, and the question of swabbing must be 
seriously considered after next winter's prun
ing. 

Downy mildew is the chief potential danger 
at present. With considerable development 
earlier in, the year, every further .din must 
bring fresh atta'cks on unSprayed ·vines. A 
final application of Bordeaux in early Janu
ary should give safely, and is a sound policy 
in seasons such as the present one. Downy mil
dew has two very. distinctive features-it de
st.roys leaves on unsprayed vineyards quickly 
and completely, but it can be thoroughly con
trolled by Bordeaux. 

DIE-BACK OF BUNCHES 
Nothing is possible during the present sea

son. We have exam:ined many cases of die
back in this and previous years,. and invariably 
find it associated with faulty conditions of 
growth. The remedy is sound horticultural 
methods. This year it occurred chiefly in two 
extremes, early in the year when regular rains 
and cool weather on over-irrigated soils kept 
them too wet; and later on in the season,. 
where soils became too dry while awaiting ir
rigation. In the later case, it was sometimes 
associated with badly worked soils, in which 
dryness and surface rooting are featured. 
Early and deep working of the soil; adequate 
applications of fertiliser, particularly nitrogen; 
and sparce irrigation in spring, are important 
corrections. 

SUMMER PLOUGHING 
In seasons such as the present one, shallow 

summer ploughing is very desirable. The Oc
tober and November rains compacted the soils, 
on many of the heavier soils, to such an e:z
tent that ordinary cultivation is ineffective. 
We like to go through January and into har
vest with a loose protective mulch, and this 
is best obtained with the plow. We have never 
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Appreciation of 
"Dried Fruits News" 

At a well attended meeting of· dried frutt 

growers, _addressed by Mr. A. V. Lyon during 
his trip to Western Australian, one of the 
speakers took the opportunity to express the 
appre'c.iatiop. of the growers generally in th2t 
State of the "News" in it.s improved form. 

He pOinted out that the "News" made it pos
sible for \Vestralian growers to keep in touch 
with the trend of events in the Easter.g .States 

and the paper was looked for eagerly and 
studied carefully. 

seen harmful results from this work, though 
we take the pre'c:n.ttion to plough soon after 
irrigation. 

THE GRASSHOPPERS 

Earlier in the year, there was much con
jecture as to possibility and extent of dam
age. In the 'hopper stage, they were mostly 
confined to crop an!;! gra-ss lands. In the fly
ing stage, they invaded the irrigation settb
ments. Damage to horticultural plants has 
been reported from some centres, though ex
tensive; ·d.amage appears· to ···be limited to fod
der, grasses, and young plants. In the Mildura 
district, the outlying swarms of 'hoppers were 
taken very seriously, poison bait being ex
tensively laid. It i~ without doubt that th2 

treatment was effeCtive, the flyers appearing 
lat~r, and in considerably reduced numbers 
and ge·n·erally disorganised when they visited 
irrigated holdings. We have seen in isolated 
cases vines completely defoliated by 'hoppers, 
and fresh or.lnge shoots and young fruit de· 
strayed. Ge.."'lerally speaking, there was suffi
ci~nt grasses and fodder in the large irrigation 
settlements to keep the· "flyers" adequately 
supplied with little damage to the more valu
able horticultural plants. I have heard, how
ever, that mature orange trees were consider
ably damaged in the Murrumbidgee areas. 

At the present time, the chief concern is 
the egg-beds within the irrigation settlements. 
The young 'hoppers are hatching out in count
less numbers. Without previous experience, :1 

forecast as to their subsequent behaviour 
would be pure conjecture, as is, therefore, in~ 
advisable. I entirely agree, however, that the 
development of the second brood of 'hoppers 
within the settle·ment. is a potential danger, 
and as such should be treated. 

By the end of the present' season, records 
should be sufficiently complete to permit a re
port for future refe·rence in regard to the hap~ 
penings of the year and the extent of damage 
that might' be expected. In the meantime, it 
appears unwise to take chance·s. The method 
of treating the egg-beds, as outlined by the 
Department of Agriculture, Victoria, is given 
below:- · 

It is recommended that the poison bait be 
broadcast evenly over the whole of the hatch: 
ing egg-bed at the rate of about six pounds of 
prepared bait to every square chain of egg..:bed, 
and not only around the edge of the bed. The 
material should be broadcast in the form of 
fine flake·s, and not in the form of lumps o·r 
pellets. The first application of bait should 
take place about two days after the hatching 
of the eggs; and if, at the end of four or five 
days, hatching is still occurring on the egg
bed, another application of poison should be 
made-. Where an egg-bed is being treated in 
the region of a house, and several applications 
of bait are necessary, it may be advisable for 
the pz:operty owl}er to take precautions to 
keep stock or .poultry away from the are"a; al
though, if the bait is a£plied correctly, no. 
danger from this source· should result. 
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MILDURA, JANUARY !!, 1935 

CONTROL BOARD ELECTION 

Growers should be particularly interested m 

the elect;ion of a So-qth Australian representa

tive on the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Con

trOl Boird; the· poll for which closes at Can-

b'~rra on J~nuary . 24,. after 

further ballot papers· ·will be 

which date n0 

received. This 

is to be a contest between a consistent control 

man and a man who has in the past most 

strenuously fought control. The retiring 

member, Mr. H. D. Howie, whose attitude is 

well known, is to be opposed by Mr. F. A. 

James, whose anti-control beliefs have been 

very sufficiently expressed. Should Mr. James 

secure election, it will mean, if he is consis

tent, that his fight against control from with
out will be resumed from within, and he will 

then be a more dangerous opponent than ever~ 
anomalous though it may seem. Growers 

need but' to look back on the progress made 
by· the industry since 1924, when control was 
first secured-from an almost hopeless position 
to 'one of unshakeable stability. There has 

been a tremendous increase, not only in pro

duction, but in land valu.es, the purchasing 

power of the towns within the growing areas, 

and the regard in which the industry generally 
is held. Growers are urged to give careful 

attention to the statement printed on this 
page and authorised by Mr. C. S. Ruston, 
Chairman of the River Council of the Austra-
lian Dried Fruits Association. h sets forth 
convincing reasons why they should vote for 
the sitting member, Mr. Howie, and for the 
retention of control. Every grower entitled 

to a vote must secure a ballot' paper and exer
cise his privilege; and branches of the 

A.D.F.A. are urged to make special efforts to 

cOllect these ballot papers, and to post them to 
Canberra so that they will arrive at the Fed

eral Capital not later than January 24. There 

must be no apathy, for anything of the sort 
would be· taken by the interested opponents 
of control as an indication that the growers 
were on their side. The election is of vital 

importance to the industry. 
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Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board Election 

Dried Fruit Growers of South Australia 
The following circular has been distributed 

above the signature of Mr. C. S. Ruston, 
Chairman River Council, A.D.F.A., in con
nection with the forthcoming Commonwealth 
Control Board election:-

Dear Sir or Madam,-Once again .growers 
of dtied fruits are called upon to vote for the1r 
candidate in the forthcoming election to the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board. 
The two aspirants for the position of South 
Australian Representative are Mr. H. D. 
Howie, the present sitting member and Mr. 
F. A. James. As Mr. Howie represents the 
associated side of the industry which has con
sistently stood for control and Mr. James has 
also consistently -opposed all measures of -·con
trol, the iss1;1.e would appear to be a continu
ance- of control against non-control. 

The object of this letter is to briefly state 
the benefits that have been secured to the· in
dustry by control measures and to warn grow
ers -of the danger of any weakening of such 
cOntroL 

Since 1924 when control was first sec.ured 
the industry has been raised from what was
then considered a hopeless position to one of 
comparative stability, as evidenced by:-

(1) The stronger position of growers' ac
Counts in the· books of packing sheds, agents, 
and bankers. 

( 2) The increased purchasing powers ~f 
the. towns dependent upon the industry, t4t: 
solvency of the storekeepers in the district~~ 
and the increase·d number of travellers seeking 
business there. (Leading wholesale houses 
not connected with the marketing or produc
tion of drled frujts ·report . that· ·:the ~hange for 
the better in the dried .fruit areas is as marked 
as is the change for the_ worse in the whea;:
produc.ing areas). · 
r 

REGISTER YOUR VOTE THUS-

H. D. HOWIE 
F. A. JAMES 

( 8) The valuable work that has been done 
and is being intensified in the field of scientifi.:: 
research for the solution of dried fruit prob
lems, also made possible by levy. 

( 9) The marked impro.vement in the qual
ity and pack of drie·d fruits that has been ef
fected under the supervision of Government 
Inspectors. 

The above are some of the· main benefits 
that can be claimed for control, and theie· are 
others just as· important .on the marketing sid~. 
In view of the world surpluses of dried fruLts 
and the decreased purchasing power of the 
consumer the world over, it is not claimed 
that a higher standard of prices can be ob
t.ained thari competition allows, but the Con
trol Board was prompt in taking measures to 
ensure that the Exchange benefit from over
seas markets was se·cured to the Australian 
producer. 

One of Mr. James' objections to control is 
t.hat it has the effect of keeping prices on a 
higher level in Australia than overseas. The 
whole inference from this is, therefore, tha~ 
local prices should. be brought down to the 
level at which speculative dealers could buy 
and re-sell at a profit on the -overseas' markf;ts. 
\Vit.hout control such buyers would be in 
compe'tition with each other in selling, and it 
is easy to picture the re·sult after the experi
ence of 1924 in London. 

This Association, in its thirty years of exis
tence, has made many experiments .with pric~;:: 
levels and is able to prove that low prices do 
not m'ea~ inci:eased consumption .. commensur
ate with the loss thereby involved by grower~. 

Growers in South Australia have generally 
appreciated the value of control, as witness 

~ 
D 

or [1] 
[2] 

As rhe voting card indicates, grOwers' signa tures can be witnessed by any other grower 

( 3) The higher values at' present for good 
fruit producing land as compare·d with values 
ruling in 1924. 

( 4) The continued increase of prodi,tction 
that has gone on during .. the·last 10 years, in 
which period the prosJ.:U'ttion ··o£- dried fruits 
has grown from 37,217 tons in 1924-25 to 
77,832 tons in 1932-33. This tremendouS' 
increase in production has been successfully 
disposed of. The home market in Aust.ralia 
has been increased by some 2000 tons of the 
major factors in the dried fruit markets of 
·Gre·at Britain, C~nada .and New Zealand. 

( 5) The marked improvement that has 
occurred in the finances of the packing sheds 
connected with the indust.ry. 

( 6) The confidence which banks and 
other £nancial institutions have shown in the 
industry by making finance. available for the 
harvesting, packing and marketing of the pro
duct. 

(7) The benefits that have been obtained 
by Australia advertising and educational pro
paganda, made possibly only by the funds col
lected by levy. 

the. strong affirmative vote' given for -its ext~n

sion to tree fruits, also the association candi

date, Mr. Howie, has received in the past a 

majority vote. However, as Mr. Jimes has 

violently attatke·d control, all growers are 

strongly urged tO register their vote this com
ing election, the number of growers who have 

not' ·voted at all in some of the previous elec

tions has caused it to be said that the decision 

-is looked u~on with apathy. 

PERSONAL 
During December, the ():fficer in charge of 

the Commonwealth Research Station, Mr. 

A. V. Lyon, M.Ag.Sc., visited Western Aus

tralia and addressed several well attended 

meetings of dried fruit growers. Detailed 

reports of Mr. Lyon's visit have appeared in 
the principal newspapers circulating in the 

dried fruits are·as. 
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THE STATISTICAL POSITION 
A Review Of The Various Fruit Pools In Course Of Realization 

As ·an introduction to this article by Mr. 
Malloch, a member of both the Export Control 
and. A.D.F.A. Boards it is perhaps opportune 
to wish readers a Prosperous and Happy New 
Year. To those· growers who have suffered 
losses through the recent unfavorable seasonal 
conditions the Association expresses its best 
wishes for better days and all the happiness 
about. 

A survey of Mr. Malloch's review does not 
make very "prosperous" reading, rather does 
it indicate that growers are passing through 
a lean time and that growing dried fruits is 
an occupat;ion rather than an investment. 

A bright_ spot is discernable in the' sultana 
position. ·The American 1933 Thompsons 
mentioned are practically cleared and have ap
parently gone straight int.o consumption. There 
is no. likelihood of any American competition 
with our new season fruit until later in the 
year when their 193 5 crop is coming on the 
market. The reason being that their 1934 crop 
is a very low one and from reports it is indicat
ed that there will be no export, in fact, there is 
agitation for the release of the 15 per cent. 
that is held off the market under the Agricul
tural Adjustment Act ("D.F. News," July, 
1934). 

The review is as follows: 
SULTANAS, !933. 

Final Account sales are now prepared, and 
in some instances have already gone out. 
Balances- due to growers after deducting pro
gress payments are. reasonably good and will 
vary according to grades. 

SULTANAS, !934 
Progress payments are well up with sales, 

£2 5 to £26 per ton having been paid on four
crown and £19 on one-crown, with suitable 
variation for the other grades. 

Sultana sales in t.he Commonwealth, Canada 
and New Zealand have continued on a sati$
factory scale right through the season, and 
there are just sufficient stocks to keep the:::.e 
markets going till next -season's supplies are 
available. Sales in the United Kingdom dur
ing the past three months have not been as 
heavy as was expected, as keen competition 
developed from 1933 season's Californian 
Thompsons. However, there is some com
pensation in the fact that with steady sale~, 
reasonable prices have been maintained. The 
demand for our sultanas should continue on a 
favor;1ble basis as competition from foreign 
sources is limited. The quantity of Austr;l
lian sultanas unsold in Great Britain at the 
end of December was about 10,690 tons, and 
it is expected that a considerable volume of 
this will change hands before 1935 season's 
fruit reaches that market. 

SULTANAS, 1935 
The sultana crop for 1935 promises to be _a 

light one. Frost., hail, black spot, downy 
mildew, and unseasonable weather conditions, 
have all taken toll of the crop. From earJy 
indications of a large crop it would now ap
pear that the t.onnage will be no greater than 
in 1934, when so much damage was done by 
rain. On this basis we might expect a tot:tl 
Australian crop of 40,000 to 42,000 tons. 
The marketing of this tonnage should present. 
no difficulties, and a reasonable price level 
shoulJ be maintained. It is to be hoped that 
no further crop worries will be experienced, 
and that growers will have a reasonable· run 
of luck through the harvest. 

CURRANTS, 1934 & 1935 
Progress payments to date on 1934 cur

rants amount to £23, with variations for 
grades. It is considered that there is still 
£2 per ton to accrue on this fruit. 

The quantity of Australian currant·S unsold 
is about 100 tons in the United Kingdom, and 
early realisation is hoped for. Individual 

packing h~uses are each holding a sm2ll 
amount of this, and it is anticipated that final 
account sales will be issued before the new 
crop is delivered. 

Prospects for the 19 3 5 currant crop wen~ 
excellent up to the middle of December. 
Heavy wind storms and extreme heat did .t 

fair amount of damage. 

TRADE WITH CANADA 

Support For Canadian 
Goods in the Dried 

Fruits Areas 
«That in response to the request from 

the Canadian Trade Commissioner for 
lOcal support in fruit-growing districts 
for certain Canadian products it. is re
solved that the Board of 11anagement be 
requested to arrange with district exe·cu
tives for organised support in this direc
tion." 

As the result of the above motion at 
the Annual Conference of dried fruit 
growe-rs from all pans of the Common·
wealth, the Board of Management hav..:: 
arranged with district executives for 
this work to bf; carried out in their re5-
pective areas. From reports received 
very satisfactory progress is being made. 
Trading bodies in several districts have 
already arranged .to feature certain 
Canadian goods, and windows are· to be 
specially dressed. Newspapers have 
undertaken to give every assistance. An 
intense campaign will be carried out 
during the harvest season when thou
sands of workers come into the vine
yards. 

Growers who are well aware of the 
value of the Canadian market for their 
dried fruits will undoubtedly reciprocate· 
the goodwill of the sister Dominion by 
using all their influence to foster the 
movement and help along the sale of her 
goods. 

The Australian crop will possibly be 18,000 
tons. There are no apparent difficulties in 
the way of marketing this crop. 

This opportunity is again taken of remind
ing growers of the value· of the use of cur
l·ant sweat boxes. The practice is recom
mended to growers who value the benefits of 
higher grades and better weight secured from 
well sweated fruit of good texture and bloom. 

Beer boxes are admirably suited to this pur
pose and will hold one hundredweight'. 

LEXIAS 

Due to the improved methods of processing, 
packing, seeding and attractive cartonning o£ 
lexias, remarkable progress has been made in 
sales during the past season. 

In the Commonwealth sales are about 2700 
tons, New Zealand 500 tons, and Canada 900 
tons. Two thousand seven hundred tons 
were shipped t.o the United Kingdom, and of 
these 1350 tons have been sold. The remain
ing tonnage, it is hoped, will be cleared stead
ily, but there is a prospect that the price level 
will recede to an average of around £3 2 per 
ton. 

Progress payments to brewers totalling £20 
for four crown and £18 for two crown have 
been paid. 

Prospects for 1935 indicate a light lexia 
crop. The setting is stated to be poor, and 
there will probably be a heavy demand- for 
gordos for wine making. Under these cir
cumstances an Australian crop of 5-000 tons 
will probably be the maximum to be looked 
for, and this will be easy to market. 

To provide for a good range of fruit for 
seeding and the largest of the lexias for. the 
London trade, new grading regulations have 
been decided upon. So far as these affect the 
grower the re'Sult will be that the old five 
crown will now be six crown; the old four 
crown will become five crown, and the three 
crown will remain as it is. In packing the 
smalls out of six and five-crown will be 
termed four crown in place of two crown. 
The smalls out of three crown will be termed 
two crown. 

MOISTURE METERS 

During his recent V!Slt to America, Mr. 
E. J. Roberts procured a machine for deter
mmmg moisture content of fruit. This 

machine was recently demonstrated at a meet
ing of packers and Gove·rnment Inspectors at 

Mildura. It was agreed that, subject to de
termination of moisture standards for accep
tance or rejection of fruit, the machine should 

be adopted in our industry. In future, there
fore, arguments as to wet fruit or «cured'' 
fruit will be referred to the «calipco" mois
ture meter, and the classer, inspectors and 
growers can have a friendly bet instead of .1. 

heated argument on the result. 

LYSAGHT'S 
100% "Australian Made" 100% 

Wire Netting 
Fencing Wire Barbed Wire 

Wire Nails 
Our Netting and other products are known through the Commonwealth as of the 

highest standard 
Manufactured by: 

LYSAGHT BROS. & CO. LTD. 
17~19 Bridge Street, Sydney Works: Parramatta River 

Agents for Victorian and South Australia: Gibbs, Brig!:Jt & Co. 
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Fruit Packing Conference OIDIUM CONTROL 
(~ontinued from Page 4) 

not be less than 3 5 microns, or, in other words,. 
a: dusting sulphur should completely 111ass a 
3 2 5 -mesh sieve. 

Alteration in the Door Classification of Lexias The production of sulphur of this degree of 
finenes~ will undoubtedly be more costly, but 
the increased efficiency and. much smaller 
qua-9-tities used would, no doubt, more than 
cOmpensate for the increased cost. 

As a result of a recommendation from 
Federal Council a conference of Victorian and 
South Australian growers was held in Mil
dura. Mr. P. Malloch; as Chairman of the 
Mildura Packers' Association, presided. 

1{r. R. P. Allen, Chief Fruit. Inspector of 
the- Department of Comme·rce, was present. 

Mr. H. R. Jones, gener-al manager of the 
Co-operated Dried Fruit Sales Pty. Ltd., of 
Melbourne, suggested an amended schedule of 
type markings for sultanas, having particular 
regard to the Commonwealth, Canadian and 
New Zealand markets~ This was supported by 
M~. W. A. Wllkin, of Melbourne, secretary 
of the Aurora Packing Pty. Ltd. and the maL
ter was referred to a com,mittee for considera
tion. The committ~e reported in favor of 
the suggestion, which was adopted. The sys
tem of grading referred to by Mr. Jones, pro
vides for a continuation of the system of 
classifying in crown grades according to color 
and gfneral quality and also for standards of 
large, small and unsized 'fruit, enabling the 
selling agents to cater more effectively for the 
requirements of buyers in Australia, Canada 
and New Zealand. 

GRADING OF LEXIAS. 
The chairman said that some vital altera

tion in the garding of lexias was necessary· be
fore next year and he asked Mr. Jones to ex
plain the position. Mr. Jones said that im
proved methods of se·eding lexias had led to 
increased demand for the seeded article in Aus
tralia and had also enabled a substantial trad~ 
to be developed with Canada and New Zea
land by taking advantage of the preferential 
treaty now existing. It was estimated that 
the requirements of the Australian, New Zea
land and Canadian markets next year woul::l 
be in the vicinity of 4500 tons of lexias, 
mainly seede-d. In a normal crop of 6000 tons 
this would represent 75 per cent. and as the 
small fruit was the most suitable for seeding, 
it was necessary to consider an alteration in 
packing methods so as to only throw into the 
higher grades the largest and best fruit pro
ilitced. It was suggested that the necessary 
alterations to riddles should be adopted be
cause of altered market requirements. 

AJter discussion it was agreed to increase 
the size of the riddles used in the grading of 
lexias. It was also decided to alter the door 
classificat.ion of lexias. In the past the gradt!s 
have been five-crown, four-crown and three
crown. It is now proposed to issue receipts 
for six-crown (the old five-crown), five
crown the old four-crown), and three-crown 
(the origi~al three-crown) , and to adopt' 
packing grades of six-crown for the best and 
largest fruit, five-crown for the largest brown, 
four-crown (the small fruit out of the SIX 

and five-crown), three-crown (for large dark 
· brown), two-crown for smalls out of the 
three-crown, and seedless as before. 

EXPORT OF TREE FRUITS 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom explained the 
difficulty -of arranging the export of plain 
and onP.-crown peaches and pears in the past, 
this fruit very often selling m-ore readily in 
London than the higher grades. 

Mr. R. P. Alle·n, chief fruit inspector, as
sured the conference that in the new grading 
regulations for tree fruits there would be no 
difficulty in securing permission to export any 
reasonable quantities of these grades provided 
t]:le fruit was up to the grade standards n.s 
fixed at the recent conference in Melbourne, 
when the revised tree fruit regulat'ions were 
considered. 

MOISTURE DETECTION 
Mr. Orton (C.S.I.R.) spoke on moisture 

dete·ction and demonstrated the "Calipco" 
moiSture testing machine for sultanas. It was 
agreed to 'form a committee of departmental 
officers, growers and packers with a view ta 
the adoption of a maximum permissible mois
ture content. for fruit acceptable at the· sheds 
for packing, such content to be det"ermined 
by ~he ".Calipco" machine. 

Members of the conference urged on Mr. 
Allen the neassity for fixing the grades each 
year at the ea.rliest possible~ date and he agreed 
that in future samples would be t'aken fron1; 
the Mildura, Nyah and South Australian are<~s 
as soon -as possible, and that the· samples would 
be compared by the supervisors with a vie·w 
to prompt co-ordination. 

A.D.F.A. in W.A. 
Interviewed on his return -from his VlSlt to 

Western Australia, Mr. A. V. Lyon, M.Ag.Sc., 
commente·d on the number of strong friend~ 
and supporters of the A.D.F.A. encountered 
by him during his 1:ime in the West. From 
the opinions expressed to him, Mt. Lyon went 
on to say it was evident that the feeling in 
favor of orderly marketing was very definite 
among Westralian producers of dried fruits. 

PROPOSED VISIT TO SUNRAYSIA 

At a recent meeting of the Waikeric 
branch of the A.D.F.A. Mr. Jamison, of 
Ramco, introduced the subject of a proposed 
visit to the Sunraysia district by Waikerie, 
Ramco and Holden growers. The proposal 
was very favorably received and it was decided 
to place the matter before the growers at th:! 
branch's annual me·eting at an early date. 

Drive easily and hold well. Get them from 
your local distributor or hardware mer
chant. Say GERRARD FASTENER-S and see that 
you get them. A box of GERRARD CORRU
GATED FASTENERS should be on every work 
bench. They cost little and save a great deal. 

Cerrard Wire Tyre Machines co. Ply. Ltd. 
119-125 Hawke ,St., West Melb., C.3. 

SYON£Y. 121RIBBAN£, A0£1..AIO£, P£RTH, HOBART. 

MHJBZ.hlfdiil 

SUMMARY 
It would seem from the chemists' report 

that some of the sulphurs at present being: 
sold in the dried fruit-producing areas are t<JO· 
coarse to be satisfactory for the control of 
oidium. 

Furthermore, although leiislation to cont.rol 
the standards of fungicides and insecticides, 
does not. exist, so far as rhe writer is awar~~ 
in any of the Australian States there has been 
used commonly, for a considerable period, the 
terms: Ground sulphur, sublimed sulphur (m· 
flowers of sulphur) and atomic sulphur; each 
of which has been applied to a product pro
duce-d by a different process and having differ
ent characteristics, but, owing to the lack. 
of legislation to control standards and descrip
tive terms some manUfacturers are marketing 
sulphurs under a descriptiOn which is, at 
least, misleading. 

The Viticulturist to the New South Wales 
Department of Agriculture, advises that the 
following brands have proved satisfactory: 
Commonwealth brand dusting sulphur, El
liott's sublimed sulphur, "Anchor" sublim~d 
su.lphur .• "Eagle" brand. 

A ground sulphur, "sulphur smoke" (Buza
cott's) appears under the microscope to be 
finer than samples submitted from. this dis
trict. 

Only three colloidal sulphurs are known 
to the writer and each should· be satisfactory: 
"Sulsol" colloidal sulphur (Lanes Ltd., 69 
Abercrombie Street, Sydney) ; "Cosan" colloi
dal sulphur (S. W. Peterson and Co., 75 Mac
quarie Street, Sydney), and William Cooper 
and Nephew's Colloidal sulphur. 

At present it is not known if any growers: 
have used collidal sulphur in these areas, bu!: 
if any grower has, or intends in the future to 
use it, the writer would be pleased to have a. 
report. 

Growers are strongly urged to sulphur their 
vine$ :h.rst when the shoots are· about nine 
inches in length and to repeat the operation 
ns often as weather conditions render it ad
visable. 

Don't wait until you see patches of fruit 
turning gJ;ey; le-aving treatment: until this 
stage is reached is to «put up the slip-rails. 
after the horse has got out," and because you. 
have not had it badly last year, don't think 
your vines have not got it this year. Every 
cane and arm in the whole of the· Stat"e carries 
the spores from which infection can arise given 
showery or sultrv weather. 

Don't forget that rain is not necessary. 
4 dewy nigh! or a moist calm muggy day will 
do just as well. 

OIDIUM OF VINES-RUSTS, MILDEWS, Etc., 
Fruit Trees, Vegetables and Flowers 

of 

CAN DEFINITELY BE PREVENTED 
BY USING 

Cooper's Colloidal Sulphur 
Non-poisonous-Odourless-lnexpensive-Safe ' 

Packed in 7 -lb. Jars, 28-lb. and 56-lb. Kegs 
Dilution: 2 lbs. to 100 Gallons Water 

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL PACKING SHEDS AND ASSOCIATIONS 

Victorian Distributor: F. R. MELLOR 440 Elizabeth Street1 Melbourne 
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Board of Management Meeting 
At the last meeting of the Board sevenl 

matters of particular interest to growers were 
.discussed, 

APRICOTS-SEASON 1934 
On the recommendation of the Tree Fruits 

Committee it was decided that the differen
tials for final account sales be:

Three-Crown Standard Grade 
Ton 

£. s. d. 
4-Cro-r,rn over 3 -Crown 7 10 0 
Ungraded under 3-crown 4 10 0 
2-Crown under 3-Crown 7 5 0 
1-Crown and Slabs under 3 -crown 14 15 0 
~'Plain" under 3-Crown 22 5 0 

Frost Compensation in the Future: Regard
-ing this subje-ct. members of the Board were 
{lf opinion th.ott a compursory insurance 
scheme would not be acceptable to the great 
bulk of the g1·owers. It was decided to seek 
:an expression of opinion from branches, ask
ing them to discuss the matter '"ith th~ir 
members, as to whether they think a compul
sory scheme is desirable. 

The following circular was sent to 2.il 
branches:-

FROST INSURANCE 
"Following the losses sustained from frost by 

growers in various producing districts this 
year, delegates at the Federal Council meet
ing requested the Board of Management to 
give further consideration to the question of 
a Frost Insurance scheme. 

"This matter has been before the Board on 
several previous occasions and after very full 
consideration, the conclusion was reached that 
any scheme which would be reasonable in co.:>t 
to the growe·r, would involve participation by 
all growers. Expressions of opinion from re
presentative growers indicated that there was 
not a general opinion favorable to such a 
scheme. It was indicated that those growe·rs 
who owned properties which were not suscep
tible to frost damage would object to payment 
ot' any levy or contribution towards a frost in-
surance scheme and that support could only be 
looked for from growers whose properties were 
to some degree affected by frost. Under such 
circumstances, insuranc·e companies were not 
attracted to quote for the risk and it was made 
clear that in any quotation which might be 
given the cost would be very substantial. 

"It has been suggested that consideration be 
given to a scheme which would ensure for 
growers a measure of relief to the extent o£, 
say, £15 per acre towards cost of production, 
in the event of total crop loss by frost, with 
reductions for partial loss~s; claims to be con
sidered only in the event of, say 50 per cent. 
·Or more loss of crop. 

"Bdore proceeding further in negotiations 
with insurance companies, which would .in
volve fairly heavy costs in investigation<'!.! 

work, the Board of Management would like 
to have a fuller expression of gro•ver opinion 
on this subject. Will you please, therefore, 
have the m:ttter discussed by your branch at 
an early opportunity and advise me of any 
decision arrived at by your memben. A full 
expression of opinion, rather than an affirma
tive· of negative answer t-o the question is de
sired." 

l'\YAH DEPUTATION 
Mr. Lawrence reported on the Frost Relief 

deptltation to State Ministers at Nyah on Nv
vember 22. He intimated that it had been 
very sympathetically received and that' the 
Ministers had promised to place the matt(~r 
before Cabinet and advise the Association of 
their decision at an early date. 

BUCK CURRANTS 
A letter was received from an agent asking 

whether the J?oard could see· their way to fix 
the differential for final account sales for 
buck currants and after giving the matter full 
considc1·ation it was resolved: "That the differ
ential for buck cun-ants be £6 per ton under 
M.F. grade for season 1934." 

MUSCATELS 
A letter was received from an agent, point

ing out that in their opinion, there was ve.cy 
little probability of clearing stocks of muSc:l
tels this year and asking whether the Board 
could take any steps to help the· position. 
After discussing the matter very fully, it was 
resolved: "That no alt.eration in prices take 
place and that packers be circularised to try 
and curtail the production of muscatels next 
year." 

MATTERS ARISING OUT OF FEDERAL 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

Packing House Returns: Letters sent to 
the Victorian and South Australian Dried 
Fruits Boards \vere submitted to the meeting, 
whi~rein it was requested that the Boards give 
consideration to the question of showing the 
quantity of fruit deliveted from each irri
gation district, at the close of each packing 
season and a return showing the quantities of 
fruit' packed from each irrigat~on district. 

SULTANA PRODUCTION 
Copy of letter sent to the Victorian, South 

Australian and N.S.W. Dried Fruits Boards 
was submitted, together with the replies re
ceived from the Boards in question, which in
dicate that the matt-er of discouraging further 
plantings is prominently before the parties 
concerned. 

SULPHUR FOR DUSTING 
Correspondence exchanged between the De

partments of Agriculture, Melbourne, Ade
laide, Sydney and Perth was submitted to 
the Board and the replies received indicate 
that steps will be taken to fix a standard 

lrymple Packing Pty. Limited 
OPERATING AT 

MILDURA MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

LAND AND INSURANCE AGENTS 
SUPPLIERS OF VINEYARD REQUIREMENTS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director 

P. MALLOCH, 
Manager 
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degree of fi.ne.ness in sulphur sold for dusting 
purposes. 

DISTILLERY FRUIT 
In accordance with the Federal Council de

cision, letters were sent. to the Victorian and 
South Australian Dried Fruits Boards, on the 
subject of distillery fruit. After reviewing 
rhe position, as to what fruit should be classed 
as distillery fruit., it was decided to agam 
communicate with the State Boards, making 
the following recommendations:-

(a) Buck currants. 
(b) Currants, sultanas, lexias and/or 

Walthams of such quality and condi
tion as would be suitable for relea::;e 
for sale in t.he Commonwealth or 

export markets, withou~ further pro
cessing. 

FROST PREVENTION 
The secretary submitted to the Board, cor

respondence exchanged between the Associ:-.
tion and the Commonwealth Council for 
Scient-ific and Industrial Research, which in
dicates that the Commonwealth Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research are making 
enquiry on the subject of Frost Prevention, and 
that we can expect to hear further from them 
at a later date. 

HOME CONSUMPTION QUOTAS 
Copy of letter sent to the Victorian and 

South Australian Dried Fruits Boards was 
submitted, together with reply rec~ived from 
the Victorian Dried Fruits Board, whereby it 
is promised that when fixing home consump
tion quotas, all possible care will be t.akCn 
when dedaring quotas, to see that same are 
within the tonnage that the Commonwealth 
may be expected to absorb. 

PREFERENCE TO CANADIAN 
GOODS 

The secretary reported the result of inter
views with Mr. M. T. Stewart, Acting Can:.t
dian Trade Commissioner for Canada, also in
terviews he had with several :firms importing 
Canadian goods to Australia. As the resu] t 
of his enquiries, it was felt that representa
tions could be made by District Councils to 

traders in the dried fruit areas, to wherever 
possible induce traders to push Canadian lines 
in preference to those of foreign countries. 

VICTORIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
A letter was received from Mr. J. M. Bal

four, Chairman, Victorian Dried Fruits Board, 
referring to a statement of Mr. Malloch's ap
pearing in the Federal Council minutes, i.e., 
"the A.D.F.A. was doing important work 
with an office staff of three, compared with 
eight to ten in the State Board." 

Mr. Balfour, in his letter, pointed out that 
the Victorian Dried Fruits Board staff w;;s 
five and not eight and that the enquiry offi
cers are not included in the office staff, for the 
same reason that the· organiser and van repre
sentatives are not included in the A.D.F .A. 
head office st'aff; that Mr. Gryst was employed 
by the Joint Publicity Committee, who inakes 
a contribution towards the cost of his office 
accommodation. 

CURRANTS-SEASON 1934 
Resolved: "That the Under and Over Ex

port: Adjustment for Currants, Season 1934; 
be proceeded with." 

LEXIAS 
In view of the unprecedent sales of seeded 

raisins which it is daimed is owing to the im
prove·d quality of the article that is now being 
marketed, the Board considered it is neces
sary to ask the State Boards to increase the 
Commonwealth quota by 2 per cent., making 
same 42 per cent. 

Resolved: "That the· AssociatiOn approach 
the State Boards, with the object of having 
the Commonwealth quota for lexias increased 
by 2 per cent., making same 42 per cent. £or 
season, 1934." 

[This action has since been t'aken.-Ed. 
"D.F. News."] 
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Mr. Sloan's Visit Overseas 
South Africa, United Kingdom, Canada, U.S.A. 

In tbe July issue of the rtDried Fruds" News" tbere appeared, a letter from Mr. 
Sloan, dealing with South African conditions. Since his retu-rn, MT. Sloan has· made avaif.
able the following interesting rep01·t of his inz.ysfigations abroad:-

THE LONDON MARKET 
After spending about ten days at Cape 

Town and in the fruit districts, I sailed for 
Great Britain on June 12, and on arrival at 
Livc:_rpool I immediately entrained for Londo;J, 
where I was met by Mr. Winterbottom ,of 
the Mildura Co-operative Fruit Company, ani 
Messrs. Caro and Scouler, of the Common
wealth Control Board. Mr. J. Scouler, who 
was a Red Cliffs grower, plays a very import
ant part in London in the marketing of .d.rieJ 
fruits. He is a member and secretary of the 
Board, so that his activities are many, and, in 
addition, he supervises the work of fumigating 
in the barges the shipments of Australian dried 
fruits, and als,o the continuous spraying of the 
warehouse·s after the fruit is stored. When I 
state that at the time of my visit to those 
stores in London there were about. one million 
cases of our dried fruits there, you can imagine 
that the work of fumigating and spraying is 
of some magnitude. 

From the time of my arrival in London, my 
principal occupation was, of course, studying 
the marketing of our fruit and I spent prac
tically the whole of the time in the dried fruits 
sales' departments of East'cheap, with, of 
course, numerous visits to the officers of the 
Control Board. 

SELLING SYSTEM 
On reCeipt of the fruit, the value of which 

is appraised by Mr. Caro, of the London agency 
of the Export Board, the agent employs brok
ers, who make sales to the dealers, these being 
the very large wholesale buyers. Besides em
ploying the brokers, the agents have a staff of 
salesmen who keep in constant touch with the 
brokers and dealers, and assist in every way to
wards the sales of the fruit' as quickly as pos
sible. _After my study of the· marketing sys
tem, I am strongly of the opinion, like ail 
other Australian representatives who have 
visi!ed Great Britain, that the sales of the fruit 
must continue to be made through these chan
nels which work in the closest harmony with 
our own Board. My efforts whilst in London 
were concentrated upon endeavouring to have 
more rapid sales of the fruit, at the best price, 
of course, but it is a matter of the g.~eate<;t 
difficulty to push sales when all those engaged 
in the business are not prepared to buy, and 
my conclusion was that this aspect' of the mat
ter must be left entirely in the hands of our 
agents, who are on the spot, and who kno\v 
the temper of the market from time to time. 
In~ touching upon these various aspects of the 
rriarketing system, I would emphasise that it 
is a very complicated business; it. has to be 

handled with the greatest tact and precaution 
and, after my intensive study there, I ha'lc 
returned to Red Cliffs with the feeling that 
the business is being well handled by our re
presentatives in the various markets-. 

YORK TO GLASGOW 
After having spent a few weeks in London, 

I visited Glasgow, and on my way there stop
ped ;-;,t York in order to call upon Rowntrees, 
the famous chocolate people, who are very 
large buyers of dried fruits. My visit brought 
out a few points which required investigation, 
and I reported them to our agents and the 
Control Board, by whom they were fully clear
ed up. 

On my arrival at Glasgow, I interviewed 
our brokers, and I found that the sales of 
Australian dried fruits in that city were cer
tainly very slow. There has been an impres · 
sion in the minds of some people that the 
Glasgow market has not been properly catered 
for; but this is not the case; in fact, the posi
tion is quite the reverse. Shipments are regu
larly made, but the sales there se(;!m to be 
gett:ing less each year, as the demand is ap
parently falling away. This is a matter which 
has considerablv exercised the minds of both 
our agents and. the Control Board in Londor .. 
I carefully inspected all the Australian dried 
fruit in the warehouse in Glasgow, and I was 
pleased to :find it in such excellent condition, 
the state of the boxes being in every way satis
factory. 

. PORT OF LIVERPOOL 
From Glasgow I proceeded to Liverpool, to 

which port we make large shipments of fruit, 
and I found that this was quite an active 
market indeed. Our brokers there are excellent 
representatives and fully alive to requirements. 
This is evidenced by the fact that. our sales at 
Liverpool are always quite in line with the 
sales being made in other markets. Alto
gether I was very satisfied with the conditions 
existing in this market.. I also inspected the 
warehouses at Liverpool docks, in which Aus
tralian dried fruits are stored. Here again the 
system of storage is in every way satisfactory, 
and great care is taken in connection with 
fumigation and spraying of the fruit, in order 
to keep down infection by grub. 

SALES IN LONDON 
From Liverpool I returned to London and 

spent the balance of my stay in the United 
Kingdom in carefully watching the progress 
of the sales. For some weeks prior to this, 
the dried fruits market had been very slack, 
and sales were very slow. This slackness was 
caused by the- very heavy sales of the 1933 

sultanas, which had been made some weeks 
previously, and the bulk of which still had to 
be disposed of by the dealers. The sales of 
currants had been fairly satisfactory up to that 
date, but the slackness was mostly felt' with 
the 1934 sultanas. However, a week or two 
before I left London, on Septembe·r 12, a de
cided improvement with the latter fruit had 
taken place, and quite good progress was made 
for some weeks afterwards. There were about 
12,000 tons (June, 1934) of 1934 sultanas 
still to sell in Great Britain, and it was hoped 
that this tonnage would be disposed of before 
the arrival of the new season's fruit. I might 
st.ate that I was agree·ably surprised to find 
that the large tonnage of two and one-crown 
1934 sultanas shipped to Great Britain were 
opening up in good order, in spite of the 
serious damage which was caused to that fruit 
by the weather during the harvesting season. 
The prices which are being obtained generally 
for our fruit may appear to some growers to 
be somewhat on the low side; but in view of 
all the circumstances I think that these· pric~s 
can be regarded as satisfactory. 

IMPROVED DEMAND FOR LEXIAS 
With regard to lexias, the demand for this 

fruit shows improvement, and fair prices have 
been obtained for the tonnage which has be·en 
so far disposed of in Great Britain. We only 
have a. small tonnage still to sell in the United 
Kingdom, but the demand for this fruit seems 
to be on the slack side at the present time. 
It is a pleasing feature, however, that with 
the improvement in the seeding of lexias a 
marked increase in the orders for that fruit 
has occurre·d in the Commonwealth, Canada 
and New Zealand, and for this reason the ship
ments to the United Kingdom have been much 
smaller than __ usual, and this is likely to be the 
case in the future-. 

CANADA AND OUR TRADE 
COMMITTEE 

I embarked at Southampt.on on September 
12, on my retl.trn voyage to Australia, via 
Canada and California, and I arrived in Quebec 
on September 19. Owing to my short stay in 
the various cities in Canada, I was unable to 
devote much time to investigating the market
ing of our fruit in that country. In Toronto 
I was able to inspect quite a lot of our frult 
which had arrived only a few weeks previously, 
and I was pleased with the reports that it had 
arrived in good order and condition. Mr. Mac
Gregor, the Commonwe·alth Trade Commis
sioner for Canada, has his headquarters in 
Toronto, and he was able to give me valuable 
information about the heavy shipments of our 
fruit which had been made to Canada this 
season, and also with regard to the Canadian 
market. I consider that the dried fruits in
dustry has a very great friend in Mr. Mac
Gregor, who spares no efforts in our interests 
in the Canadian market. 

I also saw our fruit being handled in Van
couver and the reports I received from that city 
were quite favorable as to the quality of our 
fruit and as to our future prospects in that 
market'. 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
NOMINAL CAPITAL .. 
PAID-UP CAPITAL ... 

£100,000 
£99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
He·ad Office at 5 68 Collins Street, Melbourne 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. soci·ety Union Assurarice Society Ltd. 

Cresco Ma:nures 
Harry Johnson's (Irymple) Dip 

London & Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spray Plant 

We Supply AU Growers' Requisites Aurora for Service 
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Notes From South Australia OVERSEAS SALES 

By ~~NEMO" 

The matter of fixing grade samples each 
year leads to a great deal of discussion in local 
branches of the A.D.F.A. Resolutions are 
passe·d which go on to Federal Council and 
here again lengthy discussion take place with
out getting any nearer solving the problems of 
the moment. ~On the one hand, we are as
sured that. it has been found impossible to 
create artificial samples in any durable sub
stance capable of keeping a color indefinitely. 
On the other hand, we get the argument, "If 
we have permanent samples it will not allow 
of variations in grades owing to seasonal con
ditions." It. seems to me that every honest 
grower would rather see a classification of 
grades which would become permanent than 
any variation from adverse drying weather, as 
nothing ~as led to more arguffients than this 
constant changing of grade samples year by 
year. A three-crown fruit should be a three
crown this year, next year and for all time; 
such fixture should not allow of more lati
tude than, if blended, would constitute a bulk 
type. 

The average fruit-classer who has had sev ·· 
eral years' experience knows his job well 
enough to identify grades and types on sight, 
and if he doesn't he fails in his job and should 
not be allowed to proceed. However, there is a 
difficulty the classer has to face which should 
be considered and that is the possibility of be
coming "eye tired" after several hours' con
stant grading, and unless he has a fixed sample 
by which he can refresh his tired eyes he is 
liable to make a temporary slip. Although 
we have been assured that it is impossible to 
have permanent artificial samples made, I 
think the need for these is so gre·at that it 
would be worth a great deal of money to get 
them and further efforts should be made in 
this direction, and that we shouldn't re"St until 
we get them. The need for fixing grades per
manently without resorting to yearly varia
tions has become more important since estab
lishillg fixed markets in Canada and New Zea
land, as these markets are supplied with fruit, 
carrying our crown grade value, and any 
variation will no doubt have a detrimental 
effect on future purchases. 

Field Day at the Berri Experimental Or
chard took place on December 18, and on this 
occasion. every ye·ar. the l:Uanager, Mr. N. 
F ortheringham, prepares a · careful Sheaf of 
statistical data in reference to all experiments 
carried out at. the orchard. In going through 
the citrus manurial trials, the· outstanding re
sults obtained by applications of nitrogen is 
again very marked. Each year this has bel.:!n 
in strong evidence and it must now be ac
cepted as the most necess·ary ·fe:quirement of 
the citrus tree. On one ·patch of oranges 
which had received nothing but potash the 
'trees became· so sick that to save them from 
complete ruin, sulphate of ammonia was ap
plied to all except one row, and to make sure 
that no11.e should reach this -row, only half 
the next row was treated. The side receiving 
sulphate of ammonia has a 4ealthy appear
ance, while the other ·half of the tree is stunt
ed, with leaves dull and yellowish. The fer
tiliser t,rials on vines has again proved to be 
full of anomalies and contradictions from 
which nothing definite could- be gleaned, ow
ing, possibly, to the fact that the trials are 
laid o~t on a piece . pf. ,land which had been 
an old lucerne pa t.ch. , 

Mr. A. G. Strickland, M.Ag.Sc., the new 
Chief Horticultural Instructor, inte-rested the 
visitors with an address On "Soil Manage
ment" in the evening, and in his remarks said 
that in the early growth of the vine the ratio 
of nitrogen to carbo hydrates is a big 
factor in creating growth and stimUlating crop 
production, but later in the season, when the 
fruiting buds form for next season's crop, the 

ration should be carbo hydrates to nitrogen, 
and it would be· inadvisable to apply nitrogen 
at a time when the buds are being formed. 
Sunshine is a brief factor in the formation of 
carbo hydrates and bud development more . 
so than the application of any artificial fer
tiliser which claims the formation of starchy 
substances. Cover crops are of more import
ance than artificial manures, as they assist in 
forming dilute acids which are so necessary 
to our somewhat. alkaline soils, but that these 
cover crops should be ploughed under five or 
six weeks before bud burst, a time when the 
plant needs its maximum requirement of nour
ishment. For two or three weeks after a 
cover crop is ploughed under there is a period 
of nitrogen deficiency, owing to the nitri
fication taking place, as these bacteria gr:tb 
every particle of nitrogen available to assist 
in the process. Mr. Strickland warned grow
ers against the evils of over-watering, saying 
that irrigation was a double-edged sword; ir 
rendered desert land fertile, but if abused, it 
would again revert. to desert land. Over irri
gation of clay soils created a sodium clay 
which is physically different to ordinary clay, 
whereas ordinary clay will allow of a fair 
amount of percolation and aeration, sodium clay 
become so compacted that 1·oots fail to pene
trate. This evil may be lessened by application 
of gypsum or sulphur, but comparative costs 

The following stat1st1Cs regarding overse~s 
shipments and sales give figures to January 
3:-

I 

Shipped 

Sold 

Unsold 

SULTANAS Tons 

21,568 

13,739 

7,829 

Average price: £37/18/ per ton. 

Shipped 

Sold 

Unsold 

CURRANTS Tons 

10,176 

1"0,101 

75 

Average price: £36/2/1 per ton. 

LEXIAS Tons 

Shipped 

Sold 
Unsold 

2,696 

1,370 

1,326 

Average price: £37/6/4 per ton. 

favored the use of gypsum. The gypsum must 
be pure lime sulphate, for if it contained salt 
the trouble might be aggravated. 

The growing of tick beans in winter time, 
as a dewatering agent, has proved very suc
cessful at Griffith, and if the water t.able is 
high throughout· the summer months Soudan 
grass might prove a useful plant to grow. 

• 
GROWTH in Vines, as well 

as all other crops, is al
most entirely proportional 
to the amount of available 

nitrogen as plant food. Without 
good growth, crops will be light 
and fruit small, since the leaves 
are the manufacturing centre for 
sugars and starches, etc., which 
ultimately form the fruit. 

To improve growth and there
fore yield of weak Vines, an ap
plication of soluble .nitrogen in 
the form of sulphate of ammonia 
,is essential. Fertiliser recom
mendations are for 6 ewts. per 
acre of 3.1 super and ammonia 

. mixture, with .. an additional 2 
cwts, per acre of sulphate of am
monia on weak Vines. 
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METHODS OF "OUTSIDE" 
BUYERS 

A Warning to G1·owers by ]. Stewart 
A.D.F.A. Field Officer 

With the dried tree fruits season here again 
"outside>' buyers are becoming very active in 
the South Australian river districts. 

All kinds of sales talk is brought into play 
in order to get. the grower to part with his 
fruit. At the moment -these buyers are hur
riedly trying to buy dried apricots in antici
pation of the bright prospects of rising prices 
for this fruit due to he·avy failures in America 
and. the keen demand overseas. 

The attitude take;_ by: these people, as a 
cover for their eagerness to buy under such 
conditions, when meeting the grower is, "Just 
having a run round for the good of my health. 
Thought I'd look in and wish you the compli
ments of the season. Would )rou like a few 
pounds for Christmas? We don't know the 
price of apricots yet, but our price will be 
right." 

Each year a few growers listen to these vague 
statements and finish up by parting with por
tioD; or the whole of their crop for cash. It 
is to the grower who might be· influenced by 
this sort of thing that the following advice is 
offered: 

The "outsiders" are most emphatic that 
their firms are first-class business houses and 
they usually take a good deal of pride upon 
themselves when informing growers of this. 
[f this is so, then the grower should insist- on 
any transaction being done in a businesslike· 
manner and demand a coD.trac.t.in writing that 
the buyer will pay the same as the best 
A.D.F.A. return in the district, grade for 
grade. Some growers in past seasons have ob
tained written guarantees as outlined above and 
it is felt that a real first-class business house 
would welcome the opportunity of giving such 
guarantees to all growers selling to them for 
cash. Growe'fS would be well advised to adopt 
the slogan, "No Guarantee-No Business!" 

FOG MAKING MACHINE 
A letter has been received from C.S.I.R. bv 

the Red Cliffs branch of the A.D.F.A. to the 
effect that the council has pla~ed an order in 
France for a fog-making machine. Mr. F. de 
Castella, Government Vit~culturist, states that 
these machines were originally evolved to pro
tect and camouflage vital centres against aerial 
attack, but were tried out against frosts with 
very satisfactory results. The machine gener
ates a protecting cloud by the action of gase
ous ammonia and chlorsulphonic acid, giving 
a mixture of ammonium chloride· and am
monium sulphate. 

EXPORT CONTROL 
BOARD ELECTION 

Ballot papers for the Export Control 
Board Election have been posted 1to all 
dried fruits growers. 

We appeal to growers to record their 
votes and so demonstrate support for 
Control legislation, which has been bene
ficial to the _industry. 

As candidates for election to !the Board, 
we solicit your votes and support. During 
the years of world depression and trade 
difficulties the Board ·has had to contend 
with many serious problems in market
ing. These problems have been faced 
and tackled with growers' interests as 
the main consideration. 

The exper_ience gained, combined with 
our personal knowledge of :the main 
markets for our products-Great Britai-n, 
Canada and New Zealand-and our ob
jective qf securing improved prices and 
better conditions for growers warrants 
our claim for return to the Board as 
your representatives. 

A. L. JOHNSTONE, 
P. MALLOCH. 
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The Necessity for the "Inde
pendent Packers' 

Association" 

One thing that can be hoped for in the 
formation of this new organisation is tha-.: 
men like Mr. Jungfer, of Berri, will receive 
a liberal education from their association with 
men who are conversant with the actual con
ditions, etc., both here and overseas. 

No offerice is intended to Mr. Jungfer, but 
from his remarks at the Adelaide meeting of 
the above association on the question as to 
weather Victoria dominates the affairs of the 
industry, it is evident that he is a sincere man 
badly informed. 

It is difficult to appreciate his point in view 
of the fact that on the Export Control Board 
there are two elected members for Victoria 
(49,992 tons), one for New South Wal!!s 
(5539 tons), one for South Australia (20,075 
tons) and one for Western Australia (2224 
tons). (Figures for 1933, when all States 
had good crops). In addition a South Au3-
tralian has a seat on the Board as a commer
cial member. The chairman (Mr. Thoma<>) 
and Mr. Bell were appointed by the Common
wealth Government. TheTefore, the actual 
domination by Victoria is not feasible with 
the numbers as they are. 

The A.D.F .A. Federal Council, the control
ling body of the Association elects its execu
tive to carry 01. ~he work of the Association. 
At any time the Council can be assembled to 
deal with vital matters on the applicatiOn of 
three members of the Council who are not on 
the Executive (Board of Management.). 

Representation on the Council favors South 
Australia as a review of the tonnage figures 
later will show. The seats allotted are as fol
lows: Victoria, 16; South Australia, 9; New 
South Wales, 5. Western Australia has not 
sent any representatives over. Decisions ar..:: 
on a four-fifths majority so that Victoria can
not dominate the conference any more than 
South Australia. 

On the Board of Management there· art! 
seve·n members-four of which must be bona 
fide growers. The representation in this in
stance is as follows: Victoria, 4; South Aus
tralia, 2; New South Wales, 1. The rules 
of the Association state that all matters on 
which the Board fail t'o agree must be referred 
to the Federal Council. 

The tonnage figures (1933) for vine fruits 
in this case being Association fruit only, show 
that the representation is fair. Victoria, 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
VINE FRUITS 

The Association Commonwealth sales of 
1934 season vine fruits to December 31, 1934, 
are as follows, compared with figures at th.:: 
same date for the two previous years:-

1934 1933 1932 
Currants 2677 2329 3025 
Sultanas 6175 4806 6010 
Lexias 2479 193 0 2131 

-- -- --· 
Total 11331 9065 11166 

The above figures are very gratifying, show
ing as they do a considerable increase over last 
year. 

TREE FRUITS 
1934 1933 1932 

Apricots 392 554 542 
Nectarines 15 23 7 
Peaches 114 223 133 
Pears 47 42 69 

-- -- --
Total 568 842 751 

PRUNES 
Sales of this fruit. to Dece·mber 31 amount 

to 1026 tons as compared with 955 tons at 
the corresponding date last. year. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 
Letters have been received from Mr. P. W. 

Seaburn on the question of sultanas, and from 
Mr. Harriman regarding apricot adjustments. 
Both these matters require investigation and 
have been referred to the secretary of the As
sociation for eXplanation. 

GOVERNMENT FERTILISER SUBSIDY 
The Commonwealth Government has de.

cided to pay a subsidy of 15/- a ton to primary 
producers on fertilisers used during the period 
July 1, 1934, to June 30, 1935. Dried fruit 
growers are entitled to participate in this. 
Forms will be available to growers for com
pletion. They must be forwarded to the 
Department of Commerce before October 31, 
1935. 

48,823 tons; South Australia, 16,215 tons and 
New South Wales, 5246 tons. The tree 
fruit figures would not. effect the position. 

As a matter of fact, representation on a ton
nage basis is not considered in the election of 
Board of Management members. The best 
men available, whether it be commercial or 
grower member that is required, are elected 
either on their commercial ability or the fact 
that they are situated to give efficient service 
to the organisation as a whole. 

J. H. G. 

The Mildura Co .. operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd. 

M1LDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL, £100,000 PAID UP FUNDS £62,000 

Packers and Sellers of Dried Fruit 
"PADLOCK" BRAND 

DRIED FRUITS 1PACKED: Sultanas, Currants, L.exias, Walthams, Apricots, Peaches, 
Nectarines, Muscatels. 

-CITRUS PACKED: Navel, Valencia and Other Oranges, Mandari_ns, _Lemons, Grape 
Fruit. 

Manufacturers of Marrralade, Jams, Lemon and Mixed Peel, Candied Peel, Tomato 
Sauce, Worcester Sauce, Tomato Soup, Lemon Juice, Lemon Squash, Orange Juice, 
and other products: • 

Packing Sheds: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Birdwood 
and Curlwaa 

Sales Offices: Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, London 

Growers are Invited to Join the Company 
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