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Notes On Possible Results On Dried Fruits 
Industry In Event Of An Adverse Decision In 
The James Case, 1935 (By P. MALLOCH.) 

In considering tbis matter, -we m-ay first set 
o-u.t briefly tbe basis of existing legislation; the 
.grounds of attack on #; the benefits derived 
from the legislation; and tbe con-sequences of 
.an adverse decision. 

EXISTING LEGISLATION 
In 1924 when the industry was in a de

pressed condition, and rapidly becoming dis
organised, the Australian Dried Fruits Asso
ciation appealed to the Federal Government 
for some form of legislative control. The 
main factors on which the industry asked for 
legislative power were:-

( a) Control of export trading to eliminate 
unnecessary competition and price cutting. 

(b) Control of quotas for the home and 
export markets to enable supplies for the home 
market to be· regulated and reasonable prices 
to be maintained. 

The Prime Minister gave sympathetic consid
eration to the representations and pointed out 
that co-operation by the State Governme·nts 
was essential to effective control. tr'he Gov
ernments of the four States concerned in pro
duction of dried fruits were approached in 
turn, and in due course uniform legislation was 
secured. The Federal Government passed 
the Dried Fruits Export Control Act giv
ing a Federal Board power to control 
fruit exported from Australia. State 
Governments passed legislation, giving 
power to a board in each State to fix 
the quota of fruit which each dealer would be 
allowed to sell within the Commonwealth. 
This system worked- quite well for several 
years, and until a South Australian dealer (Mr. 
F. A. James) took an action against the South 
Australian Board, contesting the right of the 
Board to interfere in his interstate trade. The 
decisions of the Australian Courts went 

against him, but he was successful in his ap
peal to the Privy CounciL In effect this 
decision nullified the effectiveness of the 
State Boards, due to the fact that whilst each 
could control the quota of fruit produced in 
its State to be marketed within that State, it 
could not interfere with any fruit sold in an
other State. Thus a dealer in any one State 
could sell his declared home quota in that 
State, and the balance of his fruit in any of 
the other States. The objective of regulated 
supplies in the Commonwealth was therefore 
lost. 

At this stage the Commonwealth Govern
ment came to the assistance of the States, and 
under the powers of the Constitution, giving 
it the right to regulate trade amongst the 
States, passed enabling legislation, appointing 
the various State Boards as its agents and giv
ing them power to issue licence·s for interstate 
trading. A condition of these licences is that 
the licensee will observe the quotas for Com
monwealth-Export markets as declared by the 
Commonwealth and State Governments. In 
this way a regulation of supplies for the home 
trade has been reinstated, and a regulated price 
made possible. 

ATTACK ON 'I'HE LEGISLATION 
This legislation has in turn been attacked by 

Mr. F. A. James, and though he has lost his 
case in the Australian Courts, he is appealing 
to the Privy Council. His case is based on 
Section 92 of the Constitution, whiCh states, 
inter alia, that "trade~ between the States shall 
be absolutely free." He contends that '"abso
lutely free" means freedom from licence or 
regulation or control of any form. The de
fence is th-at "absolutely free" means only free
dom from interstate duties which exiSted up 
t'o the time of Federation and were abolished 

in favor of uniform Commonwealth Customs 
Duties. 

The decision of the Privy Council will be 
awaited with tense interest by primary pro
ducers throughout the Commonwealth as 
legislation for the regulation of the butter in
dustry, and latterly of the wheat industry, has 
been passed on lines similar to the control mea
sures of the dried fruits industry. An adverse 
decision will have serious and far r~aching ef
fects on all these industries. 

BENEFITS OF LEGISLATION 
The benefits of control legislation to the 

dried fruits industry may now be set out. 
Average annual production of dried fruits in 
the Commonwealth is about 60,000 tons. 
Average consumption in the Commonwealth 
is 13,500 tons, equal to 22.5 per cent. of that 
production. The State Boards fix annually 
the quota of each fruit which may be market
ed in the Commonwealth. The percentage 
varies according to the production, and the 
progress of consumption. The volume of 
fruit for sale in the Commonwe·alth being regu
lated, the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(a voluntary organisation of growers control
ling 94 per cent. of the production of Austra
lia) is enabled to fix the price at which the 
various fruits shall be sold in the Common
wealth. 

There is an import duty of 6d per lb. on 
dried fruits, but the Association does not seek 
to take full advantage of this duty. Analysis 
of export prices for the past six years shows 
the following average f.o.b. price, in compari
son with the average Commonwealth price. 

Currants 
St.~1tanas 
Lexias 

6-yr. Av. 6-yr. Av. 
Export C'wealth Difference 
Price Price 

£s.d. £s.d. 
35 6 9 51 0 8 
34 1 1 55 19 3 
26 12 3 37 7 1 

(Continued on P'ag.e 2) 

per ton 
£ s. d. 

15 13 11 
2118 2 
10 14 11 
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THE JAMES 
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From this it will be seen that against the 
tariff of 6d per lb. the Association has taken 
advantage· of the duty to the extent of lid 
per lb. on currants; 2}d per lb. on sultanas and 
1 !d per lb on lexias. When the incidence 
of ~he tariff in relation to manufactured goods 
and wages board awards observed in the indus
try compared with wages paid in other pro
ducing countries is set off against the Austra
lian price for dried fruits, it must be granted 
that the A.D.F .A. has treated the Australian 
consumer very reasonably. 

-From the foregoing table also we may assess 
the value of organised marketing and legisla
tive control. 
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CASE, 1935 
for the wheat industry similar to that for the 
dried fruits industry, the Federal Government 
has re-enacted the Flour 'T'ax Act under- which 
flour sold in Australia is taxed to provide 
revenue for payment of a bounty to wheat 
producers. 

It is possible that the dried fruits and but
ter industries could get similar me·asures en
acted! in the event of an emergency ansing. 
But such a type of legislation could not be 
considered satisfactory as a permanent feature·. 
It is open tO variation and attack by political 
groups. In a year of good export prices it 
might be dropped altogether and it might be 
difficult to have the measure re-enacted. It 
is unsatisfactory in that it brings before the 

THE A.D.F.A. VOTE IN THE S.A. 
ELECTION 

Association Candidates Receive Greater 
Number Of Primary Votes 

Average Annual Australian consumption of Currants is 3700 tons. 

A pleasing feature of the recent election is 
the tremendous majority in favor of the 
A.D.F.A, Mr. Murdoch and Mr, Till, the 
prewselected candidates for the official Associa
tion ticket had no difficulty in the contest 
and were elected by huge majorities. This 
can be readily understood in the areas where 
the work and value of the A,D,F.A, is well 

known to growers. Mr. Philpot, who is an 
A.D.F.A. grower, and stood as an independent 
A,D,F.A. candidate, polled very well. Average Commonwealth return over Export £15 13 11 £ 

Average Annual Gain (£15/JJ/11 x 3700) 

Average 

Average 
Average 

Average 
Average 
Average 

Annual Commonwealth consumption 
of sui tanas is 6 50 0 tons. 
Commonwealth return over Export 
Annual Gain (£2!/18/2 x 6500) 

Annual Commonwealth consumption 
Commonwealth Return over Export J· 

Annual Gain is (£10/14/11 x 3000) 

Average Annual Gain-Three Fruits 

Average gain per ton on Commonwealth price 

£21 IS 

of Lexias is 3000 tons. 
£10 14 

12 

58,074 

2 
142,404 

11 
32,237 

232,715 

7 

Average gain spread over production of 70,000 tons equals 

£17 

£3/6/6 per ton. 

It is in the widely scattered areas of the 
non-irrigated electorate that more work has 
to be done by the Association to educate grow
ers to the value of the A.D,F.A, Much has 
been accomplished since the last election, as is 
indicated by the figures of the recent vOting, 
as compared with the previous election, when 
Mr. Russell had a more comfortable majority. 
As shown in another column the final :figures 
after the allocation of preferenCes, Mr. Russell 
won by a narrow margin of four votes from 
lvlr. Chapman; the figures being, Russell 427; 
Chapman, 423. 

From these figures it is demonstrated that 
the benefit of existing legislation amounts to 
£232,715 per annum, and enables growers to 
realise £3/6/6 per ton over export parity price 
on the whole of their crop. If the present 
control methods are broken down, growers 
will be faced with the possibility of losing this 
necessary addition to export values for their 
product. 

CONSEQUENCES OF AN ADVERSE 
DECISION 

The immediate consequences of an adverse 
decision by the Privy Council would be:-

1. No control of the quota to be sold in 
the Commonwealth can be fixed. Dealers 
outside of the A.D.F.A. will, therefore, be free 
to sell the whole of their fruit in Australia at 
the higher price· ruling here. They will cut 
prices to ensure volume of trade. Dealers 
control over 4700 tons of-fruit, which is 35.6 
per cent. of the Australian consumption. 
They have, therefore, sufficient fruit to break 
down the A.D.F.A. price control system. 

2. A.D.F.A. agents would of necessity 
have t'o enter into a price war with the dealers 
in order to reuin a share of the Australian 
trade. 

3. Prices would be driven to the level of 
export parity or probably slightly under for 
the benefit of immediate returns. 

It has been stated by a section of outside 
dealers that they would observe Commonwealth 
and export quotas by voluntary agreement in 
the event of an adverse decision. 

Consideration is being given to alternative 
methods of securing to growers the premium 
on Australian sales which may be lost in the 
event of breakdown of existing system. 

ALTERNATIVE SCHEMES 
Several plans for securing. ~qU:itable returns

on Commonwealth sales have been suggested 
and consideration may be given to two of 
them in general terms. 

Voluntary Agreement: As previously stated 
a section of the industry believes that the 
Commonwealth price could be maintained by
agreement between the A.D.F.A. and a group 
of non-A.D.F.A. dealers. There are certain 
features of this id~a that appea~ practicable and 
careful enquiry is being made as to the feasa
bility of the scheme as an alternative. 

Dried Fruits Tax and Bounty: Pending agree
ment between the States on control. legislation 

public annually the fact that essential food
stuffs are the object of direct taxation, and 
there is always the probability of a public out
cry against the scheme. Such measures would 
only be tolerated in the event of an emergency' 
such as the wheat industry is suffering from 
at present. 

As primary producers we maintain our right 
to protection in the Australian market equal 
to the protection afforded to manufacturers 
under import tariffs, or to workers under 
Arbitration Court awards. We must recog
nise that consumers outnumber producers and 
that their votes in Parliament will outweigh 
our votes. There is a strong prejudice against 
the producer charging a higher price for his 
commodity in Australia than in export mar
kets, and almost complete disregard of the 
reasons which actuate and justify the pro
ducer in doing so. It is clear, therefore, that 
legislation of a more permanent nature and 
less susceptible to consumer prejudice and at
tack is desirable. 

Excise Tax: It has been. suggested that the 
existing premium over export parity on. fruit 
sold in the Commonwealth, could be retained 
to the industry by means of an excise tax. In 
general terms, it is stated that the excise 
should be paid on fruit sold or released for 
-sale in the Commonwealth and the amount so 

Actually the A.D.F.A. candidates gained 26 
more primary votes than non-Association in
terests. This is an aspect of the arrangements 
for candidates that will have to be very care
fully considered in future elections. 

In view of the claim by the "Independents" 
that they handle all or part of the produce 
of from 1200 to 1500 growers, it is interest
ing to note that of the 1957 primary votes al
lowed by the scrutineers, the A.D.F.A. candi
dates received 1463, and the "Independents" 
494. 

It is very satisfying to see the number of 
papers returned and it is highly essential that 
this should be the case in all dried fruits elec
tions in that it is an indication that growers 
are desirous of control and are sufficiently in
terested in it t~ vote for the men whose job 
it will be to administer the legislation. 

collected, distributed over the fruit exported. 
This is only practicable if all packers sell an 
equal proportion of fruit in the Common
wealth, and an equal proportion to export mar
kets. The effect of the excise tax would be 
to bring the return from Commonwealth sales 
to export parity, and to spread the excise 
revenue over the export tonnage, bringing ex
port results to a higher level than the Com
monwealth results. 

LYSAGHT'S 
100% "Australian Made" 100% 

Fencing Wire 
Wire Netting 

Barbed Wire 

Our Netting and other 

Manufactured by: 

Wire Nails 
products are known through the 

highest standard 
Commonwealth as of the 

LYSAGHT BROS. & CO. LTD. 
17·19 Bridge Street, Sydney Works: Parramatta River 

Agents for Victoria and South Australia: Gibbs, Bright & Co, 
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BOARD OF 
Minutes of A.D.F.A. Board of Management 

meeting held at 450 Collins Street, Melbourne, 
commencing at 10.15 a.m., Tuesday, 17th 
Decembe-r, 1935. 

Present.-Messrs. H. D. Howie (Chairman), 
J. B. Murdoch, P. Malloch, D. C. Winterbot
tom, J. Gordon, A. R. Lawrence, E. J. Hud
son. 

Members of Council Present.-Messrs. H. R. 
Jones, W. A. Wilkin, A. L. Johnstone. 

Minutes.-Resolved "That the minutes of 
the October Bo:1rd meeting to be taken as read 
and confirmed." 

MATTERS ARISING OUT OF 
PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Staff.-The Secretary reported that Mr. 
Russell resumed his duties on 4/I 1/193 5, and 
Miss Carter on 9/12/1935. Mr. Matthews 
has not yet resumed, but is making good pro
gress and is at present resting in the country. 

Levies.-In accordance with the request 
from last Board meeting, the Secretary sub
mitted statement in respect to seasons 1933 
and 1934. 

Further Plantings For Dried P.ruits.-Mr. 
Gordon reported the result of investigations 
and intimated that he expected a deputation 
would be arranged with the Minister early in 
the New Year. 

South Australian Pack Fig1tres.-Mr. R. A. 
Haynes, A.D.F.A. representative in South 
Australia, attende·d the Board meeting and dis
cussed with -the Board .the statement appear
ing in the «Dried Fruits Producer" headed 
~'Distortion of Fact in A.D.F.A. Annual Re
port." It WJS decided to take up this mat
ter with the South Australian Dried Fruits 
Board, in order to ascertain the accuracy or 
otherwise of the fig:ures quoted in the "Dried 
Fruit Producer," November issue. 

G1·anfs to Brqncbcs.-The Board had before 
them several requests. for grants to branches. 
Resolved "Thn the following gra·nts be 
made:-Non-Irrigated Council, South Austra
lia, £100; Pyap Branch, £10; Bamawm and 
District Branch, £10; Mypolonga Branch, 
£10". Regarding an application from the 
Clare Branch, it was decided to refer same to 
the Non-Irrigated Area Council for a report. 

Fixing of Grade Standards for Vine and 
T1·ee Fruits.-The Secretary reported to the 
Board, the replies re·ceived from various 
Packers' Associations, :md in connection with 
the appointment of Agents' Representatives, 
it was decided that the Board of Management 
were to make· the appointments. Resolved 
that the following appointments be made:
Agents' Representatives: Mr. \'7. A. Wilkin to 
represent the Mildura District. Mi-. J. Gent 
to represent the· Nyah and Woorinen District. 
Mr. H. W. Newton to represent the River 
District and Non-Irrigated Areas in South 
Australia. Mr. L. J. Rydon to represent the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area for vine fruits. 
Lvfr. T. Steele to represent tree fruits in New 
South Wales. Packers' Representatives, Mil
dura District: Vine fruits, Mr. P. Malloch, Mr. 
H. R. Sloan; tree fruits, Mr. D. C. Winter
bottom, Mr. A. R. Hampton. NYah aDd" 
Woorinen District: Vine fruits, Mr. A. H. 
Basey, Mr. K. McAlpine. River District~, 
South Australia: Vine fruits, Mr. F. McGlas
son, Mr. ]. R. Jemison; tree· fruits, Mr. F. 

MANAGEMENT :rvliNUTES 
Dunstone, Mr. H. C. Carne. Non-Irrigated 
Areas: Vine fruits, Mr. A. J. Chapman, Mr. 
Bruce; tree fruits, Mr. D. Farmer, Mr. J. 
Victorsen. Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area: 
Vine fruits, Mr. ]. Alpen, Mr. Johns; tree 
fruits, Mr. J. Sainty, Mr. Johns. In connec
tion with the appointment of Packers' Repre
sentatives, it was understood that the appoint
ments were· subject to the approval of the 
Packers' Association concerned. 

Su.ltanas-Ligbt and Brow11 Types.-After 
a full discussion of the grading of sultanas in 
the various crown grades, it was hid down as 
an objective of this Association, to obtain a 
classification of all fruit within the crown 
grades that would repre·sent equal commercial 
value. It was anticipated that the objective 
would be obtained at the Grade Fixing Confer
ences arranged with the Department of Com
merce. The question of agents establishing 
separate pools for light and brown types wa_s 
discussed and It was decided that no 
authority exists, nor can such authority 
be granted to agents to establish separate pools 
for light and bro\vn types, or fruit from dif
ferent dips. This is in accord with the deci
sion. of the 193 5 Fe·deral Council, as recorded 
·in the minutes on page 17. 
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South Austraf.:an hitcrstate Charges Fund.
Consideratlon was given by the Board to the 
position of the South Australian Interstate 
Charges Fund, and it v.ras resolved "That the 
South Australian Interstate Charges levy for 
season 1935 be 1·.educed by 1/6 pe,r ton on vine 
fruits, and that· the Secretary prepare a state
ment for the consideration of the Board at 
their next meeting." 

Dried Fruit Reg1tlation:1·.-Regarding the 
recent debate in the Senate on the dried fruits 
regulations, it was resolved "That the Board 
of Manage·ment desire to thank Messrs. P. 
Malloch a·nd T. Steele, M.L.C., for their ser
vices in attending··at Canberra during the re
cent discuss.ion on the Dried Fruit Regulations 
in the Senate and express their appreciation of 

•' the ·very able' way 'in"''vhi(Ji- the ·case·-~ for· the 
Assoca.tion was presented.'' 

New Area in. New'Soutb Wales.-The Board 
of Management had before them 'the news
paper report of a speech ·made by Mr .. J. A. 

Lawson, M.L.A., Ne;;~r South Wales, reading: 
"Success of Coomealla. 
"Mr. Lrwson said he understood that a land 

settlement committee was at present investi
gating the possibilities of subdividing hold
ings on the country to be served by the Ber
riquin irrigation scheme. If the job were 
handle·d properly' in the initial stages, there 
would not be any cause for complaint. Hon. 
members had an example of what careful 
handling of such a scheme has done for one 
area. He referred to the settleme·nt of Coo
mealla, a few miles from Wentworth. Those 
responsible for this settlement, 10 or 12 years 
ago, had before them the example of all previ
ous fruit settlements. They could see where 
weakness existed, the failures that had occur
ed, and the problems that confronted all such 
settlements-and they benefited by this. 

"With that experience and knowledge, they 
launched the Coomealla settlement on lines 
that had been very successful. The settle
ment was regarded as the most successful fruit 
settlement in Australia. He felt sure that 
if such an example as this is followed by thqse 
who are investigating ~ubdivision of coUntry 
served by the Berriquin and Wakool scheme, 
success would attend their efforts, and the 
country in the Murray V3.lley, for which this 
Government had made water available, would 
one day be the ·richest and most populous in 
the State." 

From the newspaper report, it was thought 
that Mr. Lawson may haVe had in mind .the 
planting of vines or orcharQs on the Beniquin 
and Wakool areas, but from enquiries made, it 
is ascertained that for the areas mention:ed, 
water. will not be supplied for the purpose of 
irrigating new planti,ngs of commercial orchards 
or vineyards, or for the ·irrigation of rice, also 
that it can safely be said that the policy of. the 
New South Wales Government still is to re
strict as far as possible, further planting of 
vines for the -production of dried vine frUits, 
and that the schemes referred to are not any 
departure therefrom. 

Final Accotmf Sale Diffenntials-Currants, 
Snltanas, Lc:xias-Season 193 5 .-A .thorOugh 
examination was made by the Board, regard
ing results obtained for currants, sultanas and 
lexias for season 19 3 "5 in the Various markets 
and after a 'close survey of the Situation, it was 
resolved that the following differentials be de
clared:-Currants: 4-crown over 2-crown, 
£5 Per ton; 3-croWn over z-crown, £1/15/ per 
ton; 2-crown; b:isis; 1-crown under 2-crciwn, 
£1/10/ per ton; M.F. under 2-crown, £4 p€r 
ton. Sultanas: 5-crown over 2-croWn, £16 
Per ton; 4-crown over 2-crown, £6 pef ton; 
3-crown over 2-crown, £2/10/ per ton; 2-
ciown, basis; 1-crown, ~mder 2-crown, £2 -per 
ton; "plain" under 2-crown, £4 per ton. Lexiis: 
6-crown over ·3-crown, £7 per ton; seedless 
over 3-crown, £4/10/ ·per ton; 5-croWti over 
3-crown, £2 per ton; 4-crowh over 3-crown, 
£1 pel- ton; 3 -crown, basis; 2-crown under 
3 -crown, 5/ per ton. 

__ . ___ fo:r, Yict~~ian. packing. ~ou~_es and ... ~t~~!" 
districts which work on the 3-crown, 5 -crown 
and 6·-crown sweat box delivery basis, the 
variations shall be:-6-crown over 3-crown, 
£4 per ton; 5-crown over 3-crown, £1/10/ 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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AUDITING OF POOL 
Discussion At Federal Council 

A motion that r•An independent auditor be 
appointed to audit all pool accounts in pack
ing bouses" was fully disc11Ssed. 

Mr. Cavendish said that last year there 
seemed to be a general feeling that something 
on these lines was required, although some ob
jections were made to it. In orderi to over
come the objections that had been raised on 
the grounds of cost, and of the attitude of 
packing houses, he would like to alter the word
ing of the motion. Instead of having a gen
t.enl audit over the whole of the pool account, 
he would propose that branches should have 
the power to have an audit of a pool account 
when thought desirable. The grower had to 
watch all his expenses keenly, and when he 
put his produce into a packing shed he should 
be satisfied that all the expenses charged against 
the final account sales were legitimate charges. 
This year they had a big variation in account 
sales-in one district a variation of £6 a ton on 
currants and £2 to £5 a ton on sultanas. 
Growers wanted to know if it was the ex
penses -of the pool that had brought the re
turns so low, and the variations showed that 
growers should have the right to have the ac
counts audited. One packing house had vol
untarily arranged for an audit of its final ac
count sales, and perhaps it considered that it 
was good business on its part to do so. He 
would move-:-."Tbat wbere a branclt or group 
of tbe A.D.F.A; considned it necessary to en
quire info pool accounts of jtacki11g sheds in· 
tbe interests of growers, tbe Board of Manage
mr:rnt sbould, on' nquest being- -made by the 
bra-ncb or group, arrange forr a11 independe'11f 
au.dit of tbe pool accounts concerned." Tbat 
farm- overcame the objections of cost and of 
tbe growers not desiring tbe audit. 

Mr. Rawlings, seconding, said that his 
branch was definitely in favor of the motion. 
It took the attitude that the Government gave 
the farmer who sent produce to the market the 
right to know from the agent what the pro
duce realised. When fruit went into a shed 
pool it lost its identity. Growers could not 
understand how one shed could pay £6 a ton 
more than another, and were in consequence 
dissatisfied. In such circumstances the 
branch should have the right to get in touch 
with the Board of Management and have an 
auditor put in the shed concerned. If the 
audit showed that the fault was in the mar
keting of the fruit, the grower would have the 
opportunity of going to another shed the fol
lowing year. 

Mr. MacKinnon said that although some 
growers might be satisfied with the audit by 
the shed authorities, others might be tied to 
the shed, and not in a position to complain. 
These other growers looked to the Association 
to take some action, to protect their interests. 
In a district where the bulk of growers in one 

shed were not satisfied, they should have the 
right to make application for an auditor to be 
put in, and it might be that the differences 
could be explained away. 

Mr. Sims asked who would meet the c-ost of 
the audit. 

Mr. Cavendish said that they had tried to 
meet ___ the objection of costs, and now proposed 
that the cost be met by the branch concerned. 
They felt that the. branch that asked for _the 
audit would be prepared to pay for it. 

Mr. Howie said that the Board would be 
more concerned with the machine!'y regula
tions to cover the agency requirements. He 
thought that the principle would be quite 
acceptable. 

Mr. Gordon: The agents' books Jre open to 
Association audit. 

Mr. Jones: The packers' books are not. 
Mr. Lawrence said that he would like the 

mover to reconsider the proposal that the 
branch should bear the cost. He thought 
that the proposed rule would be desirable in 
certain districts, but some branches would not 
be able to bear the cost. 

Mr. Malloch: It would kill the effectiveness 
of the motion. 

Mr. Winterbottom said that he thought that 
the proposal w·as a fair one. The Board in 
the past had examined agents' books, and in 
one instance had found the low returns to be 
due to the fact that some of the fruit had been 
sold in a carry-over of £2 5 a ton. He sup
ported the proposal in every way, but he 
thought that if it was a case of the agent hav
ing done something wrong the cost of the 
audit should come out of the Association 
funds. 

Mr. Cavendish said that they had originally 
considered that in a, district where there were 
three packing sheds ·only the growers sending 
to one shed' might desire the audit, and so had 
proposed that the C'OSt be met by the branch 
or group concerned. He was now inclined to 
agree with Mr. Winterbottom. 

Mr. Hardie, in supporting the proposal, sug
gested that in view of Mr. Howie's remarks 
they should appoint a small Committee to see 
if the proposal conflicted with the existing 
regulations. 

Mr. Rawlings pointed out that Council 
struck a levy for the successful conduct of the 
Association, and if the present levy of 2/6 a 
ton were not enough they would be willing to 
pay more to meet legitimate requirements. 

Mr. Howie suggested that instead of the 
word .. independent.. they substitute .. associa
tion." 

Mr. Malloch pointed out that the motion 
was not sufficiently comprehensive. There 
might be individual accounts. and not pool 
accounts, that it· was desired to investigate. 
In some it;Lstances the -agent sent account sales 

ACCOUNTS 
direct to the grower. A pool might be an 
agent's or a packer's pool. They wanted a 
motion to cover packing house and agent's 
pool accounts, and giving the Board of Man
agement the right to embody the regulations 
in the proper place. 

The following Committee was then appoint
cd:-Messrs. Malloch, Jones, Cavendish, Jemi
son and Winterbottom. 

Mr. Malloch reported that the Committee on 
Item 31 recommended:-

That Rule 80 be amended to include the fol
lowing regulations: In the event of any final 
Jccount sale issued by agents or packers being 
considered unsatisfactory by the grower to 
whom the account sale is rendered, such grower 
shall be entitled to refer the matter to his local 
branch or group for consideration. After 
examination such branch or group shall submit 
the matter to the Association, with their re
port thereon. A branch or group shall also 
he entitled to refer to the Association any ac
count sales issued in its district which in the 
opinion of the branch or group justifies inves
tigation. The Board of Management shall 
examine their account sales and the report 
thereon, and if the circumstances in its 
opinion warrant such a course, shall arrange 
for an examination of the relative books and 
records of the agent or packer concerned by an 
officer of the Association and/or a public ac
countant or auditor. 

.. Agents and packers shall forward to the 
Association immediately after the issue of final 
account· sales for each variety of fruit listed 
by the Associ-ation a statement showing the 
payment made to growers and the basis on 
which such payments are made. 

«The Board of Management <ihall have 
power to investigate any account through its 
officers and/ or a public accountant or auditor 
where circumstances warrant." 

It is further recommended that the Board 
of Management should examine the status of 
packers in relation to the Association with a 
view to submitting recommendations to the 
next Council meeting. 

Mr. Malloch said that on examination they 
had found that the present agreement did not 
include the right' to audit packers' books, and 
the last clause had been inserted sO that' these 
terms could be reviewed and amended. 

In reply to Mr. Sims, who asked why pro
vision was not made for ari independent audi
tor, Mr. Malloch said that it could be left to 
the Board not to appoint a company's own 
auditor to investigate such a matter. The 
Committee had fully discussed that aspect of 
the matter, and it' had been asked what was 
an independent auditor. 

Mr. MacKinnon said that he -had been con
cerned about the same point, but if the Asso
ciation's aUditor was also the company's audi
tor, another would be appointed. 

On the motion of Messrs. Malloch and Win
terbottom, the recommendation was adopted. 
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New Zealand 
New Zealand has been a market for Aus

tralian Dried Fruit from the time Australia 
became an exporter, and the A.D.F.A. records 
show that back in 1912 the Association fixed 
prices at which currants and sultanas were to 
be sold in the Dominion. This trade has con
tinued right up to the present time. For 
many years the A.D.F.A. used every effort to 
obtain preference £01· Dried Fruit in New 
Zealand, but the efforts of the Commonwealth 
Government were only successful about two 
years ago, and the benefits to our Industry are 
apparent when the imports into New Zealand 
for the year 1932, which was before prefer~ 
ence, and the year 1934, after preference, are 
compared:-

The following figures are taken from the 
Statistical Report on Trade and Shipping o:f 
New Zealand. 

Currants 
Peaches 
Raisins and Su!t:mas 
Apricots 
Dried Fruits other, i.e., 

Pears and Nectar-

1932 1934 
lbs. lbs. 

1,326,000 
178 

5,913,000 

1,583,000 
234,463 

6,196,000 
593,000 

ines -- 107,000 
The figures for 1935, when aVailable, will 

show an increase on these figures. 
The comparison clearly sl)ows the value of 

preference markets for developing trade, 'but 
to be of lasting benefit preferential trade must 
be reciptocal ·and growers in making purchases 
Of requirements should study what· they are 
able to purchase from countries granting us 
preference on our produce. 

The report on setting out the export from 
New Zealand gives the total value for the 
year· 1934 as £46,771,000 and a careful ana-

MR. WILLIAM TAYLOR 
New Zealand Trade Commissioner in 

Australia 

lysis of the products exported reveals that 
£45,700,000 was in wool, meat and meat pro
ducts, but'ter~ cheese, milk products, skins, 
hides, gold, silver, apples, pears, tallow, casein, 
peas, honey, potatoes and onions, all of 
which are products which Australia is herself 
an exporting producer, but even so, Australia 
purchased £900,000 of these products. 

Of the balance of exports, valued at 
£1,071,000, Australia took over £700,000 and 
was her best customer in 100 different items 
specified in the report: It is pleasing to 
know that Ausrralia has taken. nearly 70 per 
cent. of New Zealand's export other than 'J:,.he 
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NOTES FROM BERRI 

The local branch executive is very satisfied 
with the results of the recent State Board elec
tions. No effort was spared to ensure that 
growers voted. The whole dist!-ict was cov
ered by a house to house canvass. The Com
mittee is of the opinion that a canvass is essen
tial as a large nurn ber of growers leave their 
ballot papers until too late if someone is not on 
the job to remind them and to collect for 
posting. In a letter, Mr. Johnson, the Secre
tary of the branch, pays special tribute to the 
Chairman, Mr. Curren, for his work in the 
Lyrup district. Much dissatisfaction is ex
pressed at the inaccuracy of the State Board 
rolls applying to the Berri area. The annual 
meeting of the Berri Co-operative Union was 
held and all the retiring directors were return
ed unopposed. The company has been very 
successful and growers generally were satisfied. 

primary commodities produced by both coun
tries large exporting industries. 

The principal commodities exported by New 
Zealand to Australia are: Timber, fish, live
stock, grass and other seeds, peas, New Zea
land hemp, pumice, glycerine, milk of sugar, 
oils, plants and trees, sausage casings, rugs, 
Kauri gum, blood and bone manure, hair, gela
tine. 

We must all try to increase our import 
trade from New Zealand in the commodities 
we can take and thus strengthen another link 
in the chain of Empire trade. 

What New Zealand products are to be found 
in the Dried Fruits areas? 

New Zealand fish, Whitebait and blue cod, 
Teheroa soup, seeds of different kinds, rope, 
cordage and binder twine made from New 
Zealand hemp, glycerine, dun peas for green 
manure, gelatine. Let us do what we can to 
widen the list. 

DRIED FRUITS DISPLAY AT HAWKES BAY SHOW, NEW ZEALAND 

The Dried Fruits Export Control Board assisted by the Viet:'orian Dried Fruits Board arranged a display of Australian Dried Fruits in 
the Australian Court :lt the Hawkes Bay Show held in New Zealand on 24th and 25th O~tober last. Advice has been 1teceived by 1:he· 
Dried Fruits Export Control Board from its age-nts in New Zealand and the! AustraliaD. Trade Commissioner in that Dominion that 
the display was very favorably commented on by traders and consumers. The view is expressed that these displays do much to bring 

:~~. _ D_r~ed Fruits _more prominently pefore the New Zealand public and stimulate the,_demand for Australian fruit's. 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL MEEIIINGS OF THE S.A. STATE BOARD 

At a recent meeting of the Board the· sec
retary reported that the following convictions 
had been recorded. In the Adelaide police 
court an Adelaide deali:er had been fined £40 
with costs of £18/12/. In the Peterborough 
Court a storekeeper was fined £10 on each of 
two charges in addition to costs of £10/15/. 

Suggested Alteration in A.D.F .A. Levy 
Rebate To Branches 

Motion From South Australian State Conference In the Tanunda court a storekeeper was 
fined £25, with £2/13/ costs, and a grower, 
£10, with £2/1/ costs. 

Item 11-Levies: That it be a recommen
dation to the Federal Council that the rebate 
from Head Office Levy to local branches 
packing under 600 tons be 1/6 per ton, and 1/ 
per ton for district producing up to 1000 tons. 

Mr. Fraser explained that the proposal came 
from Clare, and not from McLaren Flat. 
Near Clare they had a branch which was 
really a sub-branch of Clare, and unless Clare 
handed over part of its funds this small branch 
had no chance of carrying on. Outside 
propaganda was becoming more intensive, and 
meeting that propaganda -entailed a lot of or
ganising and hard work. The Association had 
to face the position with these small branches, 
and stand up to the loyal men who were work
ing for the A.D.F.A. The Association should 
see that these br-anches had the funds to carry 
on their work. The branch with 300 or 3 50 
tons had to send delegates to the State Confer
ence and to the Non-Irrigated Council, and 
had to hold at least four meetings a year to 
keep A.D.F.A. matters before its members. 
At present these delegates had to put their 
hands into their pockets to enable the work of 
the branch to be carried on. The Clare 
branch wanted a full discussion at the Coun
cil meeting, and he felt he could leave the 
matter now to the common ·sense of delegates, 
and that out of the harmonious discussion and 
sympathetic viewpoint something good would 
result. 

Mr. Martin said that Clare was only a small 
branch, and what' was an offshot, or a sub
branch, of Clare, had been formed at Stanley 
Flat. The rna jority of the growers there were 
good A.D.F.A. members,. but they were -find
ing it difficult to carry on .the branch. They 
wanted the district t'o be 100 per cent. 
A.D.F.A~·;but.the .. outsider" was pushing hard 
against the A.D.F.A. 

PROPOSAL BY BOARD 
Mr .. Malloch said that the Board of Minage

ment had spent a considerable time considering. 
the proposal and studfing its effects on Asso
ciation finance and policy with regard to· lev
ies. The Boatd went through the list of 
branches and tonnages, and found that there 
were quite a number of branches iri. South Aus
tralia, New· South Wales and VictOria that 
controlled tonnages of 160, 200~ 250 and 300 
tons. On behalf of the South Australian 
branches, Mr. Murdoch had given th~ Board a 
very· cleat statement of the amount of ·work 
the delegates there had to do to combat the 
activities of the .. outsider" against the _Associa
tion. The- Board reCognised that the small 
branches had a most difficult task in carrying· 
on the work of the Association. Mr._-Mur
doch had quoted cases of delegates to the South 
Australian Conference who had·- had to . ··pay 
their own expenses. The Board regarded it 
as a vital matter that the me'ri who Were--demon
strating theii- lOyalty to the principle of organ- · 
ised marketing should have the funds from 
which they could draw to enable them ·to join 
in the v-arious conferenCes. 

Although ~he _Board favored the motiori, 
continued 'Mr. Malloch, it recognised that eVen 
the figure of I/ 6 might not be enough. The 
Board had considered givin-g each branch a 
minimum of £20, which would probably c0n!r 
the ·expenses of delegates, but it . had found 
that: :such an arrangement would benefit' some 
branches that the Board did not consider need
ed that, asSistance. Aftet further considera
tion · i_t came t~ a. unanimous decision. It Was 
that :in the case of branches with 2000 tons 
and over the rebate be reduced from 6d to 5 d 
a ton, remaining at 6d for branches up to 
2000 tons, and the ld a ton r_eduction be 

credited to a special fund, from which the 
Board would have the right to make payments 
to_ smaller branches for A.D.F.A. purposes. 
The Board would have liked to make these 
small branches· independent, but there were 
difficulties in the way, and he was_ afraid that 
they would have to continue making applica
tion for· any assistailce required, which, how
ever, it was proposed would be made from a 
special fund. earmarked for the purpose.· Like 
Mr: Fraser, the Board hoped that COuncil 
would deal with its proposal in the best iriter
ests of the Association. 

COMMITTEE'S REPORT 

During the course of the discussion it be
came apparent th-at the alteration, as suggested 
by the motion, would be full· of difficulties. 
The .conference generally gave favorable con
sidleration to the suggestion by the Board, but 
several opinions were against any alteration in 
the levy -and after a long discussion it was de
cided that the finance committee go fully into 
the details and examine the variou~ aspects 
brought out' in the conference. The com
mittee in its report to the Council on this 
matter, stated as follows:-

"'The committee recommended the retention 
of the A.D.F.A. levy of 2/6 per ton, of 
which 6d per ton is paid to branches. Ap
preciation is expressed 'of the reductions made 
in levies of the. industry since last year's meet
ing. 

.. your committee recommend that the 
Council authorises the Boatd of Ma!nagement 
to set aside -a sum of up to £200 annually for 
use at their discretion in :financial- assistance tO 
the smaller branches of the Association." 

The committ'ee~s report was received. 

The Deputy-Chairman (Mr. Hugh Craw
ford) reported, that in company with the 
Secretary, he had represented the Board at a 
prune conference held at Kyabram (Victoria), 
and had outlined to that conference· the action 
that the Board had taken in the proposal to 
appoint a research officer to advise growers on 
improved cultural methods in the production 
of prunes. 

The question of low grade prunes was dis
cussed at length at the conference. 

Quotas: In the matter of adjustment, it 
having been agreed to call on certain agents 
to make adjustments on their quotas by a cer
tain date, it was reported that replies had been 
satisfactory and the necessary arrangements 
had been made to complete the adjustment. 

Draft regulations for the prohibiting of the 
sale of deteriorated fruit' offered by retailers, 
were approved. 

The question of Section 92 of the Common
wealth Constitution and its relation to the 
D:ricd :Fruits and' pairy Products Industries 
was referred to and copy of the proceedings 
of the joint conference of the two industries 
held in Sydney on the 3rd of October, 1935, 
was laid on the table. Arising out of the 
recommendations of such conference, arrange
ments were made for a joint meeting of the 
Board with the South Australian Dairy Pro
duce Board to consider the steps to be taken 
in connection with the projected appeal to the 
Privy Council. 

Arrangements for staging ·an exhibit at the 
South Australian Centennial Exhibition were 
referred to the Show sub-Committee. 

Financial -and, other routine matters were 
attended to. 

ANOTHER RECORD 

SURELY no other fertiliser 
has ever come so speedily 

. into prominence as has Sul~ 
phate of Ammonia for Dried Vine 
Fruits. Last year's sales figures 
again constituted a record. Some 
successful growers apply as much 
as 4 cwts. per acre of Sulphate of 
Ammonia. This is the ·quantity 
which has given the best results 
in the Research Station Experi-
ments. So much, however, is not 
always necessary, but at least 1 
cwt. per acre should always be ap
plied in the Spring-preferably 
in a mixture like 3 in 1 or 5 : 2 : 1 
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THE STATISTICAL 
Effect Of Rain On Currant Returns 

The following review of the winding up of 
the 193 5 crop and factors that' will influence 
the marketing of the 1936 harvest is made by 
Mr. Malloch in response to several requests 
that this paper should, at this time of the 
year give growers an outline of the positi01,1 
here and overseas. 

CURRANTS 
1935.-0f a record crop of 20,000 tons, 

the total quantity unsold in London is 15 83 
tons. This will move out steadily from now 
on, and should be practically cleared before the 
arrival of the new season's. 

Ample supplies of Greek currants are avail
able, as only 50 per cent. of the 1935 (Sep
tember) crop of 150,000 tons is being market
ed, the balance being held in reserve. Com
petition from Greece was very keen in the lat
ter part of 19 3 5, but prices are now inclined 
to firm. 

1936.-Many growers have suffered heavy 
losses in the recent rains and the crop is esti
mated to be down 50 per cent. on last year's 
figures. This would leave a paCk of 10,000 
tons to be marketed, of which onlv 3000 tons 
would be available for the Unitel Kingdom. 

In view of the fact that 70 per cent. of the 
crop will be required for the fixed price m::tr-

kets, at prices that should be much the szme as 
last year, and that the United Kingdom price 
will only apply to 30 per cent. of the pack, it 
can be reasonably anticipated th;~.t the .1verage 
return to growers will be improved. On the 
65 per cent. of the pack of 1935 currants sold 
in the United Kingdom the low prices have 
considerably affected the final returns. 

The effect of the rains has been so severe on 
many blocks that growers are doubtful if it 
will pay them to harvest what is left of their 
currants. Probably this attitude is actuated 
by the thought of the low 1935 returns. In 
view of the above survey of the prospects for 
coming seasons prices these growers would be 
well advised to harvest their currant crop if 
at all possible. 

SULTANAS 
1935.-Proceeds for this fruit are up 

to expectations and should slightly exceed 
earlier estimates. There are only 3 70 tons 
unsold in London and an early clearance of 
these stocks is certain. Final payments should 
be available to growers very soon. It takes 
some time to get final account sales and ware
house accounts from London, and if these are 
anticipated it leads to the possibility· of errors 
ill: the pool -account. 

1936.-Prospects for this season's crop may 
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POSITION 
be stated as variable. From the grower's 
point of view, poor, because crops are light
in some cases, very light. It is not expected 
that\ the pack will reach last year's total of 
40,000 tons-this leaves out of account any 
possible loss from rain damage which, it is sin
cerely hoped, will not occur. From a market
ing point of view the prospects are better. 
1fhe Australian, New Zealand, Canadian and' 
British markets are bare of our sultanas, and 
the new crop sho~1ld meet with a ready res
ponse. The Californian 193 5 crop, harvest'ed 
September-October, with which our 1936 crop 
competes in oversea$ markets was seriously 
damaged by rain in the middle of' the harvest 
season. This crop was first estimated at 
250,000 tons. Since the rain it ·is estimated 
to be 172,000 tons, including 18,000 tons of 
muscats, and much of this is rain-damaged. 
)?rices have risen quite substantially during the 
last two months, so we do. not fear price com
petition from this source. The Smyrna 193 5 
crop is much heavier than in 1934, being esti
mated at 80,000 tons, compared with 5.3,000 
tons last yea1·. This increased crop is not 
causing embarrassment in respect to prices as 
a greatly increased demand. haS set -in from the 
Continent as a result of commercial treaties 
entered into by Turkey. Shipments of 
Smyrna sultanas to 16th November were:-

To the Continent 
To the United Kingdom 
Sundries 

193 5 1934 
Tons 

36,270 
10,600 

550 

Tons 
19,385 

5,100 
320 

47,420 24,805 
This discloses the expansion of the Continen

tal market. There was a tendency early in 
the season for prices to break, but the! Turk
Jsh Government, in October, set up a buying 
organisation-the Uzum Kurumu-with credit 
and power to buy sultanas at the then ruling 
rate (equivalent, with packing and freight 
costs, to £22/10/ per ton c.i.f. U.K.). This 
IS equal to £3 5 . per ton ex warehouse. 

The Greek and Cretan sultana crop for 
1935 is estimated at 27,500 tons, as compared 
with 25,500 tons in 1934. This slight in
crease is not likely to affect market conditions. 

The Persian and Samarkand sultana crops for 
193 5 have been unofficially estimated at 
40,000 tons, the same as 1934. This crop 
does not normally compete with the Australian 
sultanas in export markets, but experience 
proves that when our prices are too high sup
plies of Persians are purchased in England at 
low rates, which tend to break the market, A 
commercial treaty has been concluded b~tween 
Persia and Germany, which includes exchange 
of sultanas for manufactured goods. This 
may reduce the posibility of export to ·England 
from Persia. Summed up, we may say that 
the Australian sultana crop for 1936 will .sell 
readily at higher prices than ruled in 193 5. 

LEXIAS 
193 5 .-Proceeds from this fruit have materi

ally exceeded earlier estimates. A carry.-over 
in the Co.mmo·nwealth will take some time to 
clear. Fi.J:l_al accounts sales cannot be issued yet'. 

1936.-Prospects for 1936 production and 
marketing are good. So far no daffiage to 
gordos from rain has been reported. It is 
stated that there will be a strong deinand for 
fresh gordos for wine making in South Aus
tralia, so this should result in limited produc
tion of -lexias. There shoulcl be ·no di:fliCUlt'y 
in marketing these at good prices as. Australia, 
Canada and New Zealand ca1,_1 absor:lJ.60QO t;op.s 
and the crop is noti likely to exCeed ___ this. 
Prices are -likely to be good as the CalitOrnian 
muscat crop suffered severely from· rain, ari·d 
packers are paying higher prices for muscats 
than for sultanas. 

The Valencia raisin crop for 193 5 is esti:
mated at 10,000 tons, compared with 8200 
tons in 1934. The Valencia crop is -being 
marketed at firm prices. 
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UNUSUAL WEATHER CONDITIONS 

Just at a time when growers generally were 
congratulating themselves on having success
fully passed the danger period for frost and 
saw prospects of more than usually 
good harvesting conditions the heavy 
rain of the first ten days of Jan
uary unfortunately caused substantial dam
age to the currant crop. At one stage it ap
peared as if the currant crop on most of the 
.settlements along the River Murray 
would prove a total loss to many 
growers, but the improvement in the weather 
conditions has now shown that the damage will 
not be as heavy as was originally estimaud, 
and that a considerable quantity of the currant 
crop has reacted favorably to the satisfactory 
weather conditions. There is no doubt, how
ever, that growers are left with a very serious 
problem in the harvesting of their currants. 

In the unusual circumstance·s, the harvesting 
of the currants affected by the rain will need 
to be carried out with judgment and care, and 
undoubtedly if this is exercised, growers will 
be agreeably surprised at the quantity of cur

rants harvested in what appeared to be a very 
difficult position. 

The latest decision on the part of the dis
tilleries to handle a portion ofthe crop has al
so eased the position. 

The rains experienced were unprecedented 
in January, as :Mildura records show that dur
ing the past twenty-five years the heaviest 
January rainfall was 180 points, and Renmark's 
record over thirty -eight years also bears this 
out. The conditions were reminiscent of the 
particularly heavy rains in February, 1911, 
when the harvesting was very seriously 
affected. 

There is one very satisfactory feature of the 
unfortunate occurrence, and that is the fact 
that sultanas and lexias have been undamaged 

by the rain, and, therefore, the main dried 
fruits crop. in .unaffected, and, indeed, has 
substantially benefited by the heavy rainfall. 
From present indications the season generally 
will be a little earlier than usual, and it is to 
,be sincerely hoped that weather conditions re
main favorable until the crop is harvested. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
RIVER COUNCIL 

At a meeting of this Council held recently 
Mr. C. S. Ruston was re-appointed to the 
chairmanship. Mr. E. N. Seary was present as 
the representative of the agents. 

RESEARCH OFFICER 
The chairman stated that the meeting had 

been called ·at Berri as Professor Perkins 
would be attending the Berri Orchard and it 
may be advisable to interview hin'l. 

The chairman reported on an interview with 
Professor Perkins and Mr. Strickland in Ade
laide when the suggestion of the appointment 
of an officer of the C.S. and I.R. was opposed. 
It was contended that it would be difficult to 
co-ordinate the work of the two departments 
and that a man engaged in research could not 
also visit and instruct growers. 

It was also mentioned that the Department 
of Agriculture had a· committee at present 
engaged in irrigation and drainage work. Pro
fessor Perkins was prepared to recommend to 
the Government that a research officer be ap
pointed and asked if the industry was prepared 
to assist with finance. The chairman had ex
plained that the A.D.F.A. was a Federal body 
and had no State funds for su.:h a purpose. 
He also reported on the deputation to Sir David 
Rivett in Melbourne. 

After a long discussion it was thought that 
under the circumstances it might be desirable 
to support the suggestion for a State officer to 
be appointed. 

Mr. Murdoch reported that the State Board 
had offered £200 per year for three years to 
assist the Government in the appointment of 
a man, more especially in connection with the 
improving of the quality of prunes in the non
irrigated areas. 

It was finally agreed to submit a resolution 
to Professor Perkins for his comments before 
forwarding on to the Minister. 

It was resolved: That this Council sup
ports the request of the S.A. Dried Fruits 
Board for the appointment of a research offi
cer to assist in horticulture, and that the De
partment of Agriculture be asked to further 
co-operate with the C.S. and I.R. in the in
vestigation of irrigation and drainage problems 
and practices. 

FROST DAMAGE 
A letter from head office was read referring 

back a direction to Federal Council to approach 
State Governments for assistance for growers 
who had to take protective measures against 
£rost. 

The chairman asked for suggestions as 
to the lines on which to approach the Govern
ment. Concessions on freight, sales tax, etc., 
had been granted on oil burners, etc. 

Mr. Curran said that the Lands Department 
was being asked to re-value land subject to 
frost. 

In reply to Mr. Sims, Mr. Howie thought 
that the resolution was too nebulous and that 
Government's. v;:ould give it scanty hearing un
less some definite proposition was presented 
;:rnd proof of the effectiveness of the preventa
tive measures was available. He also pointed 
out that there were man~ other disabilities 
that producers had to contend with and that 
any compensation scheme wOuld be out of the 
question. 

The chairman thought. the only assistance 
that could be asked for would be in the direc
tion of cheaper oil, etc. 

Members thought the Frost Committee 
would not be in a position to prove 'the effi
ciency of the preventative measures without 
further tests. 

lt was resolved to leave the matter in abey
ance for the time being. 

CANADIAN PREFERENCE 
Mr. Howie explained the position as regards 

the Canadian preference. The new Govern-

MARKETING PROBLEMS 
DISCUSSED AT FEDERAL 

COUNCIL 

Mr. Howie said that it was gratifying to 
note that according to the judgment of the 
High Court the export position was clear, but, 
as the question of the validity of the Dried 
Fruits Legislation in relation to Section 92 of 
the Commonwealth Constitution was yet to 

comd before the Privy Council, the 'Board of 
Management had given the problem a great 
deal of consideration, and he would comment 
on the position more fully at a later stage. 

Mr. Malloch suggested that the representa
cion on the Committee be f-airly wide. 

The following delegates were appointed to 

the Committee:-Messrs. Malloch (convener), 
Goodman, Cavendish, Sims, Rawlings, Moss, 
Howie, Wilkin. 

Mr. Malloch moved the adoption of the re
port of the Committee on this item, as fol
!ows:-

"Your Committee has considered the state
ment on alternative marketing policy prepared 
by the Board of Management, and is sat;sfied 
that the present scheme of control of market
ing by means of fixed quotas and A.D.F.A. 
control of CommonWealth prices is the best 
system ·for this industry. The alternative 

marketing scheme submitted by the Board; 
whereby the Australian price would be nuin
tained by means of an excise levy and corres
ponding export bounty presents many diffi
culties. In view of the probability of an 
early decision on Section 92 of the Common
wealth Constitution by the Privy Council, this 
Committee recommends that the Board of 
Management should prepare for any unexp~cted 
eventuality by further developing the excise 
levy scheme. In the event of an adverse de
cision, the matter could then be immediately 
referred to a committee for examination and 
placed before a special Federal Council meet
ing." 

Mr. Howie, in seconding, said that there 
was a feeling of uneasiness amongst a number 
of growers along the river, and for that mat
ter all over the States. These growers appar
ently felt that if the decision of the Privy 
CoUncil was adverse there would be chaos and 
confusion on the Australian market, and there 
would be scare headlines in the newspapers. 
At that stage he could assure delegates that the 
Board did not fear any immediate breakdown 
in the event of an adverse decision. 

Further aspects of this matter are dealt with 
by Mr. Malloch in this issue. 

ment was elected on a low tariff pledge and 
there might be a danger to our trade. Mr. 
McGregor was working hard in Canada to re
tain the preference and representationls had 
been made to the Federal Government. We 
Were in a strong position on account of the 
balance of trade being favorable to Canada. 
The present rate stands until 31st March next·. 

The chairman mentioned that he had tried 
to stimulate Canadian trade over the air. It' 
was also reported that the Commissioner, Mr. 
Cosgrave, was impressed by what had been 
done in Victoria. 

JAMES APPEAL 
The chairman reported that Messrs. Howie, 

Murdoch and himself interviewed Mr. Mcin
tosh (in the absence of the Premier) and asked 
the S.A. Government to support the Common
wealth on the appeal. 

They were not prepared to do this, but 
agreed not to join with the other States 
in opposition. 
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SOME NOTES ON THE WORKERS' 
COMPENSATION ACT IN 

VICTORIA 
Grading and Packing Problems 

Workers' Compensation Insurance 
There is a good deal of uncertainty in the 

minds of growers as their liability for compen
sation to workers, particularly where harvest
ing operations are let to contractors. A state
ment of the position has been prepared by the 
lrymple Packing Company, and it will prob
ably be of interest to growers:-

"First of all, as between the contractor and 
the fruitgrower the Act lays down that as the 
man is engaged by contract he is not a worker, 
but. an independent contractor and the state 
of master and servant not existing, no claim 
can lie under t-he Act. The only cases in 
which this position is varied are those where 
a contract has been let for clearing land of 
timber, stumps and the like, which, of course, 
are not applicable. Of course it must be 
dearly understood that there is a definite dis
tinction between a contractor and 'piece 
workers' as the latter are, of course, ordinary 
workmen who are paid by results instead of 
nme. 

"Secondly, as regards the position of em
ployees of the contractor and the fruitgrower 
such employees, although they are not employ
ed by the fruitgrower himself, ca.n demand 
compensation from him or from the contrac
tor, but should payment be made by the 
fruitgrower in response to such demand then 
he in turn has the right conferred upon him by 
the Act to recovering such outlay in full from 
the -contractor. Parliament takes the view that 
many contractors are men of little substance, 
and are, therefore, not capable of paying ·com
pensation, whereas the principal is probably 
more responsible, and to ensure that the work
man is fully protected he is given the alterna
tive right. All persons are compelled to 
insure and theoretically at least even the small
est contractor should have a policy, so that no 
matter how few assets he possesses, the pay
ment of compensation devolves on an insur
ance company. In actual prac'tice we dare 
say these contractors are ignorant of their lia
bilities, and perhaps do not insure! as they 
should. 

.. Thirdly, so far as the position between the 
fruitgrowers and the insurance company is 
concerned, if they work by contract instead 
of Eyment of. wages they must clearly say so 
on their proposal form, or if they let contracts 
subsequent to the issue of the ·policy without 
having given notice to the company they must 
advise the company and get their consent; In 
this connection a usual condition of a Work
ers' Compensation Policy reads:-•The Insured 
shall immediately notify the insurance com· 
pany in the event of his letting any contract 
during the period of indemnity and shall give 
the company all such particulars with respect 
to such contract as the company may require, 
and shall pay to the company forthwith on de
mand the premium required to cover his lia
bility in respect thereto.' 

The following items under this heading were 
dealt with at Federal Council. 

Item 20: Samples at packing hoUse doors. 
Item 21: Sultana standards. 
Item 22: COntrol of sweat boxes. 
A committee was appointed, consisting of 

Messrs. Malloch, Jemison, Sims, Jones, Wilkin, 
Newton, Hardie and Cook. In a st-atement 
to the conference it reported as follows:-

Ite-nz 20.-Your Coinmittee recommends the 
deletion' of tliat portion of Rule 26-Par. 1, 
clauses a~ b, c, d and extensions of clause d up 
to the word "sample," Page 12, line 3, and 
substituting therefor: 

Grading an'd Packing: The following are 
general instructions to be observed in respect 
to any variety of fruit graded and packed by 
Association packing houses. 

(a) The Association shall interest itself in 
the fixing of standard grades as early as prac
ticable in each season and shall support the De
partment of Commerce policy of grade fixing 
meetings being held in the five main centres of 
production-Mildura, Nyah, South Australian 
River District, the Non-Irrigated areas of 
South Australia, and the Murrumbidgee Irri
gation Area. 

(b) The Board of Management shall take 
action to ensure that the Association is repre
sented on grade fixing committees. 

(c) Due regard shall be paid to the neces
sity of keeping standard grades as uniform as 
possible from season to season. 

(d) Association packers shall adhere to the 
standard grades as fixed by the grading com
mittee each season. 

(e) On receipt of standard samples of 
. stemmed .fruit, packers shall match the sam
ples and shall display at the packing house 
door in sealed glass containers ·a set of matched 
standard grades. 

In the event of any variety of fruit listed 
by the Association not having grade standards 
fixed by the Department of Commerce the 
Board of Management shall take steps to fix 
standard grades and to issue such instructions 
regarding packing as it may deem necessary. 

lft'/11 21.-Your Committee strongly en
dorses the resolution as set out in Item 21 
which reads:-

"21. Sultana Standards-That the Board 
of Management be requested to negotiate with 
the Chief Fruit Inspector of the Department 
of. Commerce to secure the fixation of stan
dards of light and brown types of sultanas 

"It is not sufficient merely to include the 
amount in his wages· without letting the com
pany know. Both the proposal form and the 
renewal wages certificate have a space in which 
is asked whether the insured lets work out by 
contract, and if so, the estimated and/ or 
actual amount of sUch contracts. n 

We recommend growers to include contrac
tors' payments in their insurance, and charge 
the cost to the contractor. 

within each grade at a comparative market 
value. Failing a satisfactory outcome, the 
Board of Management be recommended to con
sider fixation of separate prices for light and 
brown types for each grade in respect to Com
monwealth market, and tO negotiate with the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruit Control Bo.ird for 
a similar course of action in regard to Canada, 
New Zealand and other export markets for 
which prices are fixed. (South Australian 
State Conference)," and urges the Board of 
Management to make vigorous representations 
to the Department of Commerce on this mat
ter in view of the anomalies and dissatisfaction 
which occurred in 193 5 season. 

Your Committee further recommends that a 
deputation of four packers (two from Victoria 
and two from South Australia) should wait 
I, 

5RM MURRAY 
HEIGHTS 

'The new South Australian bro'ildcast
ing station allows of excellent reception 
on a wave length of 3 53 metres. It 
will be found on the dial near the place 
where 2BL was before the recent re
adjustment. 

The A.D.F.A. interests in South Aus
tralia hold shares in the venture and 
have half an hour a day available to 
them. The times are Mondays 7.15 to 
7.45 p.m., the balance of the week (Sun
days excepted) to 6.15 to 6.45 p.m. The 
Monday session is usually devoted to 
talks on industry affairs and the other 
days to general entertainment and items 
of interest to growers . 

Mr. C. S. Ruston, o£ Renmark, is 
looking after the arrangements for these 
sessions. 

on Mr. Allen this week to urge the adoption 
of this resolution, also the immediate appoint
ment of A.D.F .A. grade fixing committees 
.referred to in It'em 20. 

Item 22.-Your Committee has given con
sideration to the question of use of sweat boxes 
by growers in the :Mildura, Merbein, Curlwaa, 
and Coomealla areas for delivery of fruit to 
an .. outside" packing house. It is considered 
that by using A.D.F.A. sheds' sweats for this 
purpose many growers deliver fruit outside the 
Association who would not otherwise do so. 
The practices adopted by several South Aus
tralian A.D.F.A. packing houses to combat 
this trouble were discussed by the coinmittee 
and recommendations for more stringent con
ditions attached to the issue of boxes to grow
ers and a restrictive agreement with carriers 
are being forwarded to the Mildura Packers~ 
Association. The report was adopted. 

The Committee later waited on Mr. Allen, 
and Mr. Malloch on its behalf made a report 
to the Board of Management. This report was 
published in the November issue of the "Newr-:.~~ 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
NOMINAL CAPITAL ...........•. 
PAID-UP CAPITAL ........•..... 

£100,000 
£99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

lrymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
He:;d Office at 568 Collins Street, Melbourne 

Union Assurance Society Ltd. 
Cresco Manures 
Harry Johnson's (lrymple) Dip 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society 
London & Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spray Plant 

Aurora for Service 
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James Case Appeal To Privy ·Council 
Importance 

Other 
Dried Fruits And To 

Primary Industries 

As already stated the sale of Aus~ralian but
ter and chee_se is also controlled under Com
monwealth and State legislation in a somewhat 
similar way to dried fruits. T.his legislation 
has also made possible a scheme of equalising 
of receipts from butter sold on the export and 
local markets which is e:ffected by an incor
porated organisation known as the Common
wealth Dairy Products Equalisation Commit
tee Limited. 

Probably no matter of such far-reaching importance to Dried Fruit growers and other 
primary producers has arisen within recent times as the case known as Jam-es v. the C01n
monwealth, whicb will probably be decided by the Privy Council within the next five or 
six months. 

Fortunately, the Commonwealth Govern
ments and the Governments of New South 
Wales, Victoria and Queensland have yielded 
to the strong representations made to them by 
representatives of the Dried Fruit and Dairy 
IndUstries, and have briefed leading Australian 
counsel to oppose James. 

Amongst the members of the Bar that will 
appear before the Privy Council in London 
are: The Hon. R. G. Menzies, K.C., Attorney
General for the Commonwealth, who will re
present the Commonwealth and the State of 
Victoria; the Hon. H. E. Manning, K.C., At
torriey-General for New South Wales, who will 
represent New South Wales and Queensland 
in support of Mr. Menzies; Mr. Wilfred Bar
ton, a member of the English Bar and a son of 
the first Australian Prime Minister. Mr. Wil
fred Barton, will represent Mr. James. 

The Government o~ South Australia, al
,though urged by representatives of the two ·in
dustries mostly concerned (Dried Fruits and 
Dairy produce) to support the ·commonwealth 
and the States of New South Wales, Victoria 
and Queensland, decided to take no action _in 
the matter. On the other hand, the Govern
ments of Western Australia and Tasmania, at 
the instance of the Premier of Tasmania (the 
Hon. A. G. Ogilvie, K.C.) have briefed Sir 
Stafford Cripps, K.C., to suppOrt Mr. James. 

A BRIEF REVIEW 
It may not be out of place to here give a 

brief review of the events which have brought
about the present litigation, and at the same 
time, t'o indicate the consequences which will 
result if the Privy Council reverses the de-
cision of the High Court, the highest legal 
tribunal in the Commonwealth, which has de
clared that the legislation enacted by the 
Federal Parliament for the_ regulation of the 
inter-State trade in Dried Fruits is a valid ex
ercise of the Commonwealth power. 

Thir legislation was passed by the Federal 
Parliament in 1928 and is known as the Dried 
Fruit Act, 1928, At first the Act applied to 
c_urrants, sultanas and lexias only, but the sub
sequent amendment' made in 1933, it also 
coven dried apricots, peaches, pears, nectarines 
and prunes. In 1933 legislation was Passed 
by the Commonwealth Parliament under which 
inter-State trade in butter and cheese is regu
lated on lines similar to those applicable to 
dried fruits. 

Each of these Federal Acts was passed be
cause the High Court, over seven years ago, 
decided that the States could not' regulate 
trade and commerce betWeen the States, but 
that this power could only be exercised by the 
Commonwealth. The Court· indicated that 
each State was limited to the iegulation of 
trade and commerce within the State. Each 
of the States where dried fruits are produced 
bas passed legislation under which production 
and sale and distribution within the State is 
controlled by the simple expedient of requir
ing each producer to sell within the State not 
more than a prescribed quota of his production. 
This quota is so determined as to leave suffi
::ient fruit for the domestic requirements of 
the Commonwealth. 

LEGISLATION 
The Commonwealth legislation (which is 

now being t0sted 1:-efore the Privy Council, 
and which has already been declared valid by 
the High Court) is merely complimentary to 
the legislation passed by the four dried fruit 
producing States, as it regulates the inter-Sta_:te 

trade in dried fruit by making it obligatory 
on any producer or trader who wishes to sell 
his fruit in a State other than the State of pro
duction to export from the Commonwealth a 
quota which is determined by a Consultative 
Committee representative of each State Board 
and is based on the actual surplus over Austra
lian requirements. 

The legislation known as the Dried Fruit 
Export Control Act of 1924-3 5, under which 
the Commonwealth Export Control Board 
operates and which has already been declared 
valid by the High Court, is quite distinct- and 
apart from the State and Commonwealth legis
lation already referred to and is not in questiOn 
before the Privy Council. 

The nett result of existing Commonwealth 
and State legislation is that each grower se
cures his fair share of the protected and more 
profitable Australian market and the returns 
from the less profitable overseas markets are 
allocated equitably amongst the growers in ac
cordance with the production of each. 

If the existing Commonwealth legislation is 
declared invalid· by the Privy Council the State 
Dried Fruit Acts will become useless, because 
it will not be possible under those Acts to 
regulate inter-State trade. The result will be 
that prices on the Australian market will be 
forced down to export parity through over
supply and the export trade will be disorganis
ed. This was the actual position before the 
Commonwealth inter-State legislation was 
enacted. 

The decision of the High Court, against 
which James is now appealing to the Privy 
Council me,re.ly declares that the Common
wealth only can regulate inter-State trade. If 
the Privy Council reverses this decision the 
position will be that neither the States noi 
the Commonwealth can control inter-State 
trade and commerce. 

This will create a situation which in our 
present economic position will be nothing short 
of disastrous to the dairy and dried fruit in
dustries, and prevent other industries such as. 
wheat, meat and poultry from giving e:ffect 
to schemes for the regulation of production 
and marketing under State and Commonwealth 
law.- · 

In no other British Dominion and probably 
in no other country of the world has such a 
satisfactory system of statutory marketing 
been devised as that which operates inl the 
Commonwealth under Federal and State law 
in connection with the dairy produce and dried 
fruits organisations. 

It has taken many years to bring these or
ganisations to their present high state of effi
ciency and it will be nothing short of a national 
disaster if the interpretation put on the legis
lation by the High Court is set aside by the 
Privy Councit. . 

The legislation under attack a:ffects the well
being of probably 100,000 Australian producers 
and assists in the stabilising of the market. 
pric~ of Commonwealth products of an. ::tnc:Uai 
value of over £25,000,006. 

"WARATAH" Fencing Products 
100 Per Cent. Australian From The Ore To The Fence ! 

Rylands 

Stand Made at 

Behind Newcastle, 

the N.S.W., 

Quality From 

of all B,H.P. 

"Waratah" Steel 

Products 
f!llf!!lfl., f!J!ff!!lii!!IJ.:'ff/111'3J!!!f!J£triiDf!lllft/!!iikr!fi.'fllt:lfkf!i!l!fiJ!IJI!IIl:l!f!/ZM!fJ!I!fi1/i!i/ifl~fi; ·- Sold by 

Specify 

" 
All 

"Waf.atah" Leading 

Brand· and Store-

See that keepers_ 

You get it 

"W ARATAH" WIRE NETTING 
"W ARATAH" TYEASY FENCE WIRE 
"W ARATAH" HINGED JOINT FENCE 
"WARATAH" B.H.P. STAR STEEL FENCE 

POSTS 
"W ARATAH" BARBED WIRE 
"WARATAH" MOTOR PASSES, ETC. 

60% OF AUSTRALIA'S PRIMARY PRODUCTION IS CONSUMED IN AUSTRALIA 
. A WEEK'S WORK FOR FOUR AUSTRALIANS IS CREATED EVERY TIME A MILE 

OF NETTING IS SOLD 
IMPORTED NETTING ROBS THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES OF A LIVELIHOOD 

Made by Rylands Bros. (Aust.) Ltd., Newcastle,. N.S.W. 
HEAD OFFICE: 422 LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE. ('PHONE C7870) 
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Seasonal Notes 
VINE DISEASES 

Following a fair degree of damage by black 
spot last year, spraying was general in the 
spring of 19 3 5. Dry weather conditions, 
coupled with preventive sprays, reduced dam
age from black spot to a very small propor
tion, showing mainly on leaves; the berries 
being untouched. Oidium was less in evidence 
than in most years, a result of the spring 
spraying campaign, bordeaux sprays controlling 
not only the black spot for which they are 
applied, but oidium also. It is not feared that 
black spot will be troublesome after the New 
Year~ as it is seldom in evidence after Decem
ber, except on young fresh growth touching 
older infected foliage or the ground. 

Downy mildew is the most serious danger 
following the recent heavy rains. This dis
ease develops best at 70-77 de,;. Fah., and un
der muggy or showery conditions will show 
t,he characteristic oil spots in about 7 days 
after the first rain. These oil spots will most 
probably be relatively isolated, but provide a 
source of infection should rains occur later. 
This second outbreak can occur with devas
tating rapidity and growers are warned to 
spray as soon as possible. Suspected leaves placed 
in a damp towel, wrapped in paper and kept 
in a warm dark place, will develop white down 
on the underside of the leaves in a day or two 
if the disease is present. 

Oidium is readily controllable with sulphur 
dusting. The application of sulphur is not 
to be recommended while the vines are wet, 
as the sulphur lodges on the water and on dry
ing parts of the vine are left unprotected, 
while wet leaves stick together and are nof 
dusted. Heavy rain will remove sulphur, 
necessitating re-dusting, bUt light showers v;:ill 
remove only the coarser, ineffective particles. 

Mould in currants split by rain is not con
trollable by any spray. 'The degree of mould
ing depends entirely on the weather condi
tions, and drying winds are the only cure. 
Growers are warned against very heavy top
ping of vines to allow air to get to the fruit, 
as this practice considerably weakens the vine 
and reduces next year's crop. 

Breakdown or Die-Back of Bunches is as
sociated mainly with faulty and uneven con
ditions of growth. Nothing can be done dur
ing the present growing season. Correction is' 
obtained with more careful hortiCultural prac
tice. Unfortunately, a «general method of 
control" cannot be given, as the fault' ffiay 
result from such a diversity of causes as: Too 
wet in spring; too dry in summer accompanied 
by shallow wJrking; too severe topping; too 
great a proportion of bunches due to laying 
down large number of canes. On the whole, 
breakdown is rather a difficult occurence to 
explain, the underlying causes being within the 
nutrition of the vine; it can usually be taken 
that some upsetting factor in the normal de
velopment' and nutrition of the vine is the 
cause. In experiments in progress, it will be 

OVERSEAS SALES 
The following are the overseas sales of dried 

fruits w 16th January, 1936:-

SULTANAS Tons 
Shipped 16,810 
Sold 16,440 
Unsold 370 

CURRANTS 
Shipped 13,287 
Sold 11,704 
Unsold 1,5 83 

LEXIAS 
Shipped 346 
Sold 322 
Unsold .. 24 

DRIED FRUITS 

Victorian Proportions 
The maximum proportions of dried 

fruits produced in 19 3 5 which, in ac
cordance with the Dried Fruits Acts, 
must' be marketed within Victoria, have 
been fixed as follow:-

Currants,. 171 per cent. 
Sultanas, 171 per cent. 
Lexias, 70 per cent. 
Prunes, 50 per cent. 
Peaches, 60 per cent. 
Apricots, 52:} per cent. 
Nectarines, 67:1 per cent. 
Pears, 67 :l per ce·nt. 
These proportions also apply to South 

Australia and New South Wales. 

possible to determine the manurial or cultural 
treatment giving rise to such objectionabU 
features in the fruit'. 

Research Statio1t ExperitneJtts: One such ex
periment includes the study of the three chief 
artificial manures: Sulphate of ammonia, super
phosphate and sulphate of potash. Each is ap
plied at the rate of four cwt. per acre singly 
and in all combinations, and with the control, 
no manure, gives eight treatments in all. This 
experiment will next year be intensified by 
superimposing on it green manure versus no 
green manure treatments, and three levels, 
high, medium and low, of pruning. This will 
give 48 treatments instead of 8. It will give 
answers to not only simple questions, e.g., does 
potash give greater returns than superphos
phate? It . will give answers tO such complex 
questions involving the interactions of manures 
and pruning: Does potash, plus green manure, 
plus medium pruning give greater returns 
than super, plus no green minure, plus high 
pruning? Other experiments at present in 
hand are -designed to study the effect of ap
plying nitrogen very late in the season; the 
interactions of nitrogenous manures, whether 
applied as green manure or as sulphate of am
monia; and numerous less detailed experimentS 
studying the relationships of growth and yielJ 
under various cultural treatments. 

BUY CANADIAN PRODUCTS 
In 1934, Canada purchased from her sister Dominion-Australia-97 per cent. of her 
imports of currants, 77 per cent..- Raisins, 23 per cent. Preserved Fruits, 7 per cent. 
Sugar, 15 per cent. Wines, and 18 per cent. Wool. Total imports from Australia in· 

creased 20 per cent. in 1934. 

Empire Reciprocity is the Key to Empire Success 
The following products are widely known to Australian buyers:-
Canadian Tools, Axes, Hammers,' Hatchets, Shovels, Axe and Tool Handles, 
Lamps, Camp Stoves, Canned Salmon, Kippered Herrings, Sardines, Wall· 
papers, Rubber Sand Shoes, Gum Boots, Gloves, Typewriter Carbon Paper, 
Brake Linings, Spark Plugs, Saws, Oilcloths, Building Boards, Electric and 
Gas Stoves, Electric Rangettes, Electric and Alarm Clocks, and Dolls. 

ASK YOUR TRADER TO STOCK THEM 
For Particulars and Information regarding Canadian products address: 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TRADE COMMISSIONER, 90 Queen St., Melbourne, C.1 

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE, CANADA 
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Mr.J.J. Scouler To 
Visit Australia 

Mr. Scouler, an erstwhile grower at Red 
Cliffs and a member of the Export Control 
Board in 1927, who is now the Secretary of 
the London agency of the Board, and also a 
recently appointed member of that body is 
due to arrive in Melbourne, by the "Otranto" 
on January 27th. 

He is making an official visit and will take 
the opportunity of visiting the main produc
ing centres. 

It is seven years since Mr. Scouler went to 
London, -and he should see many changes in the 
producing and packing end and amongst the 
growers. There is a great deal in favor of 
the policy of the Board in giving Mr. Scouler 
the opportunity of meeting it a1nd discussing 
the many features of the work. Another 
very desirable and pleasing feature is the fact 
that he will probably be meeting quite a lot 
of growers and their executives in the areas. 
Mr. Scouler has done excellent work in Lon
don, and the reaction of his visit to the produc
ing centres should be to the general good of 
the industry. 

ITINERARY 
Monda-y, February 3rd.-Leaves Melbourne for 

Mildura. 
Tuesday 4th.-Mor1ling and afternoo1t among 

Mildura grower and packers. 
Wednesday 5th.-MorniJtg and afternoon 

among Red Cliffs growers a1td packers. 
Even-ing, meets Executive and District 
Council A.D.F.A. at Mildura. 

Thnrsday 6th.-Morning and afternoon anwng 
Merbein growers 1and packers, inclttding 
visit to Research Farm. Evening, Smoke 
Social at Red Cliffs. 

Friday 7th.-Visit Nyah, spend day among 
growers and packers. Evening, meets 
District Council A.D.F.A. 

Saturday, 8 tb.-Visit W oorenin; return Mil
dU1·a evenhz,g. 

Sunday, 9th; Mon., 10th; Tues., llth.-Free 
in Mildura. 

Wed11esda-y 12th.-Visit Renmark. 
Tl::mrsday l3th.-Visit Bartnera. 
Friday 14th.-Visit, Berri. 
Saturday 15th.-Return to Renmark to spend 

week-end. 
Monday 17th.-Visit Waikerie. 
Tuesday 18th.-Visit Augaston. 
Wednesday 19th.-Leaves fm- Adelaide. 
Friday 21th.-Returns to Melbottrne. 
February 29.-Visit Mildura fm- three da;'s to 

see actual '}Jacking operations. i 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions 
for destroying of inSect life in Dried 
Fruits are advised that application No. 
18731/34 dated 3rd August, 1934, has 
been made for letters patent which in· 
eludes the use of Ethyl Formate and 
on the· grant of letters patent the Paten* 
tees intend to assert their right to re
cover damages and prevent unauthorised 
use of their invention. 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly ~recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with a.n efficient insecticide. Eranol ZS 
effectively disposes Qf grubs, eggs and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty •. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 
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DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
(S.A.) 

Election For Two Growers' 
Representatives 

The election for two growers' representa
tives for the irrigated areas and one for the 
non-irrigated areas took place on Friday, 13th 
December, 193 5. The Returning Officer 
(Mr. W. N. Twiss) reports there was a record 
poll, 7 5 per cent. -of the growers voting in the 
river areas and 78 per cent. in district No. 2. 

For the irrigated areas (district No. 1), 
there were four candidates-Messrs. H. MeR. 
Dalziel, J. B. Murdoch, A. Philpot and C. W. 
Till. 

The :first count result~d in the following:-
Murdoch 742 
Philpot 218 
Dalziel 82 
Till 65 

Of the ballot papers coUnted, only six were 
informal. Mr. Murdoch having secured the 
requisite majority for the first seat, there was 
no occasion to resort to a count of the second 
preferences. The retiring member for dis
trict No. 1 (Mr. M. W. Nicholas) was not a 
candidate. 

For the second seat, Mr. Murdoch's prefer-
ences were distributed as follows:-

Til! 672 
Philpot 41 
Dalziel 29 

Mr. Till thus comfortably secured the re
quisite majority for the second seat. 

In the non-irrigated areas, the contest was 
keiener. For the one seat there were :five 
candidates, viz., Messrs. A. J. Chapman- A. H. 
Ftaser, J. L. McPhie, C. E. Russell and J. 
Victorsen. 

The first count resulted as 
Russel! 
Chapman 
Fraser .. 
Victorsen 
McPhie 

follows:-
399 
184 

·177 
77 
1? 

·with only three informal ballot ·papers which 
went to the count . The· distribution of Mr. 
McPhie's second preferences was as follows:-

Russell · 11 
Victorsen 2 

Mr. Victorsen was next eliminated. and his 
preferences were distributed as . .follows:-

Chapman 39 
Fraser 3 5 
Russel! 5 

As .. :Mr. JtUssell had not yet secured the re
quisite Iriajority, ·Mr. Fraser was ·eliminated 
and his preferenCes ·were apportioned between 
Mr. Chapman and Mr. Russell, the former 
securing 200 .and Mr. Russell the remaining 12. 
Mr. Russell, the retiring member, thus secured 
a narrow majority over Mr. Chapman. 

In both areas an appreciable number of bal
lot papers were excluded on the grounds of 
irregq.larity and these were not included in the 
count. 

Mr. Twiss has asked" us to state there were 
cert~ unsatlsfactory features connected with 
the. elec.tion. In the :first. place an appreci
able number of growers, particularly in the 
irrigated areas wrote statitlg 'their names did 

·not appear on the roll and ·asking for an e:x;
planati()n. . In the Whole Of these instances, 
the registrations were regulal- and had in :rio 
v.rae bee~. questioned .~Y the Board and a bal
l-ot paper was forwarded .tO every person 
whose name appeared on the growers' roll . 

. It'.is,evident that .some unauthorised persons 
t~k ·it · upo:n themselves to inform grOwers 
they were not registered. The replies to 
these enquiries caused considerable deh.y and 
trouble to the Secretary. 

Again, . complaints were received that cer
tain growers, whose"- )1ames. were supplied, had 
not received ballot."·. papers. In every in
stance,. these .growers subsequently .returned a 
ballo_t paper .. ·the srat~mef1t, __ t;het;efore, that 
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The Mount Everest Expedition, 1935~36 

Australian Sultanas To Be Used 
An appreciation of the food value of 

Australian sultanas is shown by the ac
tion of the above expedition, which, in 
preparing its food supplies, has decided 
to use our fruit. When the ardous 
nature of the adventure is considered 
and the necessity of carrying only foods 
that give the maximum amount of 
healthy energy with the minimum of 
load, it is a striking tribute to the value 
placed on our fruit as a food. The ges
ture of the Board indicated bj the fol
lowing letters, will be appreciated by 
growers and the good wishes of all will 
go with the expedition. 

21 Oct., 1935. 
Hugh Rutt!ege, Esq., 
Mount Everest Expedition, 
Royal Geographical Society, 
Lowther Lodge, 
Kensington Gore, 
London, S.W.7. 

Dear Sir,-My Board have just learnt 
that enquiries were being made by Mr. 
Scott Lindsay on your behalf for sultanas 
as supplies for your proposed -expedition 
in the New Year to renew the· attaCk on 
Mount Everest. We understand that 
Mr. Scott Lindsay has been assisting you 
in the matter of getting together sup-· 
plies, and that he has recommended; Aus
tralian sultanas. Naturally, we. were 
very pleased ·t"o le·ar:n of his recommenda
tion, and of course have no doubt our
selves that these fruits will be found 
eminently satisfactory. to supplement the 
other concentrated rations which your 
party will be cap-ring. 

When we learnt that enquiries were 
being .made_ with a view to pu:rchasin.g. 
supplies,. my Board felt that in . view of 
the character of your Expedition, the 
growers of Australia whom. we represent 
in this .country .. would be m·ost ·anxious 
to he-lp in some way if possible, and it 

these did not receive the ballo_t · paper was 
either untrue or these growers ha4 obt:iined 
by ·improper means, ·the ballot ·papet of· some 
other g·rower who_ had -abstained ~rom voting. 

A further complaint was received from Ren
mark that cet;tain growers had received m 
their envelopes mor~ than one ballot paper. 
When pressed for particulars, no further in
formation appeared to be available. 

Growers are warned to disregard any infor
mation supplied to them by unauthorised per
sons, or from irresponsible sources. 

It is also pointed out that the Board is not" 
responsible. for growers whose names improper
ly appear on" the ·roll or if the roll is in any 
way incomplet~. _The obligation .to ·.register 

seemed opportune to suggest that the 
growers might be permitted to provide 
these supplies. I know that they will 
be very pleased indeed if you accept this 
offer, and that they will watch with the 
greatest interest this further attempt to 
scale the heights of Everest and attain the 
peak. 

On behalf of my Board and the grow
ers we represent I would express the wish 
that your efforts may be crowned with 
success, and that your Expedition will 
have the very best of good fortune·. 
Yours very truly, 

(Sgd.) J. A. COOPER. 
(Sir James A. Cooper, K.B.E.), 

Chairman, Australian Dried Fruits Board, 
London. 

Mount Everest Expedition, 1935-36, 
Office at the House of the 
Royal Geographical Society, 
Kensington Gore, 
London, S.W.7. 
26th October, 193 5. 

Dear Sil-,-I am immensely obliged to 
you for ·your' very kind letter of 21st 
October, which has just been shown to 
me. 

I should like to assure you at once , 
that the Mount Everest Expedition is. 
very sensible of your most generous 
offer, which 'will be accepted with much 
gratitUde. 

We should also like to thank you for 
yOur very kind wishes for next year. I 
have already tried the Ausr.ralian sul
tanas and think that if Mount Everest is 
to be c,limbed on anything lt will be on · 
them. Yours very trulj, · 

(Sgd.) HUGH RUTTLEGE. 
, Leader, Mt: Everest Expedition,, 1936. 

·si~ J~mes A. Cooper, K.B:E., · 
Regis House, 
King William Street, E.C.4~ 

or to deregister is entirely ori the·growei"h~
self, and' a penalty is provided ln the Act for 
failure to register. The Board has no rileans 
of ascertaining when a person ceases to be a 
grower, and the Board has no authority to re
move a name from .the· roll in the ab~ence of 
documentary evidence. 

The count of ·the ballot papers occupied 
nearly the whole of the day, and the scrutin
eer appointed by the Government, in terms of 
the regulations was Mr. L. S. Smith (Secret"ary 
to the Minister of Agriculture). Mr. E. A. 
Jeanes, one of the Divisional Returning Offi
cers of the Commonwealth Electoral Depart
ment, was also present .during .the count, and 
rendered expert assistance. 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated ·Limited 
RENMARK 

A 'company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of'Renmark 
for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

p·~1D·1JP Cf,P1TAL, £32,901 RE_SERVES, £18,685 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
.. -- Dried and Fresh Fruit -· ·-
.: .· ' 

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS -.. :··· . . '' ·· .. · . ' .. 

03ROWERS' Fli\IAIIICED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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SELLING TO "CASH BUYERS " 
'Their And What 

Grower 
Profits, 

The 
It Costs 

Tbe fight tbat bas been jmt up by those interests that buy fruit jr01n the growers and 
turn it over at a bandsome profit, is an indication that this method of business is a very paying 
mze for someone. The various amendments to selling conditio-n-s, made to ensure equity, were 
not te1tding to act to tbe benefit of those who speculate in fruit-bence the fight. 

The buying season is here again and growers 
will be getting the whole story of "what it 
,costs in interest by having to wait for the slow 
A.D.F.A. returns," no mention being made of 
the fact th-at the whole Australian pack is not 
bought and sold in a day and that the present 
system of the A.D.F.A. has been evolved from 
experience over many years and has been the 
means of keeping the industry \vhere it is to
,day. Nobody wants the old days when the 
cash buying ran riot \Vith no A.D.F.A. to 

hold the balance and many growers were 
ruined. 

The following extracts from various returns 
-are convincing and on the figures it would not 
be long before many of the growers concerned 
would be a crop behind so far as income is 
involved. 

Reports of the Berri Co-operative Union 
show that over the last four years this 
A.D.F .A. Coy. has paid, clear to growers, over 
£8 per ton on sultanas and currants and more 
than £6 on lexias; over and above what these 
fruits would have returned for that period to 
men selling to cash buyers. In other words, 
in the four years a sum approximating 
£100,000 has been gained by the Co-operative 
growers selling through A.D.F .A. 

In a statement over his name in March last, 
Mr. Pool estimated that a man had to get £Z 
-a ton more than the cash seller to make up for 
the intereSt involved whilst waiting for returns 
from consignment selling. The figure of £2 
per ton is exaggerated; £1 per ton to cover loss 
of interest would be ample allowance in any 
year. 

The same story is told from an analysis of 
payments made on currants by the Kingston 
Co-operative Coy. last year, 3-crown, £34/6/S; 
2-crown, £32/1/8, and 1-crown, £26/16/8. 
These were on sweat box weights, all deduc
tions having been previously made including 
levies. 

Prices offered by. the cash buyer that season 
were 3-crown, £26; 2-crown, £24, and 1-
crown, £22. In most cases levies were to be 
deducted from these. The growers who sold 
on these prices lost over £8 per ton, or on 2 0 
tons, £160-the price of a very useful motor 

car. On 52 tons of currants the Co-opera
tive paid £1700. With equal grades on 52 
tons the sellers for cash received a total of 
£1290, a difference of over £400· plus the lev
ies-a deal that cost 2 5 per cent. in interest, 
or, having regard to the fact that the Co-opera
tive Coy. paid £10 a ton delivery payment, the 
man who sold for cash only received £16 more 
on delivery, losing £8 on the deal. 'This 
works out at about 52 per cent. interest, or 
cash discount. 

The losses that have been made by growers 
selling apricots for cash are astonishing, and 
one is at a loss to understand why men do it 
willingly. In the non-irrigated areas of South 
Australia the difference in final payments of 
the Association and the outsider were approxi
mately £9 per ton in favor of the A.D.F .A. 
and, incidentally, two thirds of the Association 
payment' was made on delivery. 

In the river areas of South Australia the 
margin to A.D.F.A. growers was even greater. 

If any one is still in doubt as to the fallacy 
of selling outside or to the merits of selling 
A.D.F.A. we quote a letter from Mr. E. W. 
ChastOn, of Kingston, South Australia. The 
Association does not favor its agents or pac
kers buying for cash in any way. In the case 
of Mr. Chasten, a grower who puts his fruit 
through an A.D.F.A. packing house, he holds 
a dealer's licence from the State Boar_d and 
buys fruit which he sells through the ordin-ary 
Association channels, waiting the same period 
as any other consignment seller does. 

The following letter in reply to a statement 
in the "Independents' " paper, "The Dried 
Fruit Producer," tells the story. 

The Secretary, 

Kingston-on-Murray, 
4th May, 1935. 

Independent D.F. Packers and Produce•rs Assn. 
Grenfell Street, 
Adelaide. 

Dear Sir,-Thanks for the Pl,lblicity your 
.organ has given me. Although many of the 
statements therein are untrue, I make due al
!owan«e, as you liave had to rely on reports 
that are the result of imagination, rather than 
the product of a good memory. 

The A.D.F.A. is still opposed to cash buying. 

The Mildura Co .. operative 
Co. Ltd. 

Fruit 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL, £IOO,OOO. PAID UP FUNDS £90,000 

Packers and Sellers of Dried Fruit 
''PADLO·CK" BRANID 

DRIED FRUITS PACKED: Sultanas, Currants, Lexias, Walthams, A.prieob, Peaches, 
N-ectarines, Muscatels. · 

CITRUS PACKED: Navel, Valencia and OfJ.her Oranges, Mandarins, Lemons, Grape 
Fruit. 

Manufacturers of Marmalade, Jams, Lemon and Mixed Peel, Candied· Peel, Tomato' 
Sauce, Worcester Sauce, Tomato Soup, L,emon Juice, Lemon Squash, Orange Juice, 
and other products. 

Packing Sheds: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Birdwood 
and Curlwaa 

Sales Offices: Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, London. 

Growers are Invited to join the Company 

I visited Clare without its knowledge or ap
proval. Mr. Victorsen is also opposed to cash 
selling, and boih he and I advised the growers 
against selling for cash. 

Your comments notwithstanding, the grow
ers did take me seriously when I told them 
that all the time, I had been buying currants 
I had made a good profit ·~ach year by handing 
my fruit over to the A.D.F.A. for sale; and 
further, I was prepared to risk my cash again. 

Can you find a m-an in your Association, 

growu, packe1' or bu,yer, who will give ten 

pou.nds to tbe Children's Hospital if I cannot 

prove that the curra~tts I purcbased in 1931 

for £30 11etted me £41/13/4, i11 1932 for £30 

netted me £39/19/2, in 1933 for £24 netted 

me £29/6/8, in 1934 for £26 netted 11te £34 

6/8. 

I will undertake to subscribe a similar 

amozmt if I fail. 

I did not find the independent growers mis
trustful or suspicious, rather, I found them pre
pared to welcome an Independent buyer, who 
fixed his own price and terms, and had not 
entered into any "gentlemen's agreement" <>r 
"honorable understanding" with other buyers. 
A man who believes in competition will en
courage it, not kill "it. 

Personally I believe in the constructive force 
of co-operation, and will endeavor to infiuence 
all in my power, the marketing of our pro
duct-s through such channeis. Yours faithfully. 

Til. W. CHASTON. 

The challenge has never been taken up. 

In some districts the difference in the cash 
price and the A.D.F.A. realisations is less, due 

Federal Council Matters Held Over 
From The November Issue 

Owing to lack of space· quite a num~ 

ber of items that were discussed at the 

Federal Council meeting had to be 

omitted, but those that are of immediate 

interest are published in this issue . 

to the· fact that the buyer is very often deal
ing- with men who are more conversant with 
the advant'ages of the organised system of mar
keting, and he is forced to offer more to have 
a chance of business. Even then the loss to 
the grower is considerable over a period. A 
lesson to be gained from this difference in the 
offer is that where the influence of the Associa
tion is felt so the price has to be much closer 
to that of the Association. It also indicates 
that the buyer is purely and simply a specula. 
tor not attempting to give a price that leaves 
him a fair margin of profit, but to get the last 
ounce out of the grower according to the de
gree of his ability to judge the market or,_ un
fortunately, very often that he is in the posi
tion of being in urgent need of ready money. 

This article is not intended to "slate" the 
man who sells outside unless he is of the sel
fish ones .who think. that it is good business to 
g-ain (?) at the expense of their fellows, but 
to try and point out the right path to those 
who are not at present looking the right way. 

The A.D.F.A. is built on the principle of 
organised marketing and an equitable share of 
that marketing for all it's members. Grow
ers are predominent on its executives and the 
welfare of the grower is its paramount consid
eration. 

See the local Association packing house man
ager and talk the matt'er over with him. 
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Board Of Management Minutes COMMONWEALTH SALES: 

(Continued from Page 3) 

per ton; 3-crown, basis, provided, however, 
that those districts in South Australia in which 
the frUit showed a low percentage of "smalls" 
shall be entitled to vary the sweat box differ
entials, having due regard to the proportion of 
•· smalls" actually packed. 

Distillery Fruit For Adjustment Purposes.
Resolved "That distillery fruit for the pur
poses of adjustment shall be taken into the 
adjustment as part of the export market which 
shows the nearest return to the distillery value 
and that the 193 5 sultana adjustment be gone 
on with on this basis." 

Commowwealth Marketing.-Mr. Malloch 
as Chairman of the Committee appointed by 
Federal Council to consider alternative 
schemes of retaining Commonwealth price 
premium, wbmitted a report on this subject. 
It was agreed that the report be circulated to 
Board members for consideration up to and 
for discussion at the next meeting of the 
Board. It was further agreed that a copy of 
the statement be submitted to Mr. E. J. Mul
vany for discussion with Government Officers 
concerned. 

BoaJ"d Meetings_.-Resolved «That the next 
Board meetings be held on: Tuesday, 28th 
January, 1936, and Thursday, 19th March, 
1936, 

Meeting terminated at 1.15 p.m., Thursday, 
19th December, 193 5, 

TREE FRUITS COMMITTEE 
Presen.f.-Messrs; H. D. Howie (Chairman), 

T, Steele, D, E, Barry Wood, The following 
also attended: Messrs, D. C. Winterbottom, 
H. R. Jones, W. A. Wilkin, R. A. Haynes. 

Tree Fruits-Western Australia.-The Com
mittee had before them a request from West
ern Australian Distributing Agents, asking for 
a variation of the terms and conditions of 
s.ale in Western Australia. 

Commonwealth Prices-Tree Fruits.-A full 
discu.ssion took place· regarding prices for the 
Commonwealth and in view of the strong posi
tion of the overseas markets, it was felt that 
an advance in the Commonwealth price should 
take place, and the Committee recommend the 
following:-

APRICOTS (28·1b. Boxes) 
Fancy Choice Standard 
1 Box 1 Box 1 Box 1 Box 
Per lb. Per lb. Per lb. Per lb. 

4·Crown 
3·Crown 
2·Crown 
l·Crown 
slabs 
Plain .... 

1/3d 1/1d 1/0fid 
1/Hd 1/- 11~d 
1/- 1Hd llld 

10~d 10d 

NE.CTARINES 
1/-4-Crown 

g-crown 
2-Crown 
1-Crown 
Slabs 
Plain .... 

(28-lb, 
lOid 
lOd 

9d 
7<d 

Box·es) 

lO.d 
9i\d 
8i\d 
6~d 

4-Crown 
3-Crown 
2·Crown 
1-Crown 
Slabs ... . 
Plain ... . 

lOi!d 
10d 

Peaches 
1/

lld 
10d 

(28-lb. Boxes) 

lld lO~d 
lO§d lOd 
9~d 9d 
8d 7-id 

lld 
lO~d 

62d 
sod 

71<d 
7id 

Pears: It was decided that it was too early 
to recommend prices for new seasoll' s pears. 

Tree fruit export' quotas-season 1936: The 
Committee recommend that the following pre
J,iminary releases be announced:-

Apricots-15 per cent. to be allocated as fol
lows:-New Zealand, 10 per cent.; other mar
kets (United Kingdom, Canada, East), 5 per 
cent. 

Peaches-The Committee recommend a pre
liminary export release of 15 per cent. 

Nectarines-The Committee rec-ommend a 
preliminary release of 2 5 per cent. 

Tree fruit prices for New Zealand-season 
1936:. After a thorough survey of the export 

position, the Committee recommend the fol-
lowing prices:

APRICOTS (28-lb, Boxes) 

4-Crown 
3-Crown .......... . 
2-Crown .............. . 

Choice 
Per lb. 
lli!d 
lO~d 
10d 

1·Crown .............. . 
Slabs ...................... . 

Slid 
9Qd 

Shipment to end of March. 

NECTARINES (28-lb. Boxes) 
4·Crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9d 
3·Crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sd 
2·Crown ........... ~........ 7d 

Shipment to end of May. 

PEACHES (28,1b, 
Choice 
Per lb. 

4·Crown . . . . 7 d 
3·Crown . . . . 6§d 
2·Crowu . . . . 6d 
1-Crown . . . . 5~d 

Boxes) 
Standard 

·Per lb. 

5~d 
5d 

Shipment to end of May. 
Cellophane packets 1-lb. and 12-oz. 

ties 1/· per doze-n packets extra. 
All varie-

The above prices are. F.O.B. Nielbourne or 
Sydney net, demand draft, exchange shippers 
account. All confirmJtions by agents are to 
be subject to crop and pack as far as grades 
are concerned and prices ·are subject to with
drawal without notic~. 

Overseas ships stores and Naval require
ments-season 1936: The Committee recom·
mend that the following prices be fixed:

APRICOT$ (28-lb. Boxes) 

4-Crown 
3·Crown 
2·Crown ....... . 
1-Crown ........ . 
Slabs ................. . 

Choic·e
Per lb. 

1/-
11d 
lO?id 
na 

lOd 
NECTRAINES (28-!b. Boxes) 

4·Crown ................... . 
3-Crown ........... . 
2-Crown .................. . 
1·Crown ................... . 

91d 
9d 
8d 
61< 

PEACHES (28-lb. Boxes) 
4-Crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 Od 
3·Crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9Qd 
2-Crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8'1d 
1·Crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 d 

Less 5% brokerage when sold through in
termediary, which brokerage must not be 
passed on to buyers. 

Peeled peaches: The Committee recommend 
that the price for new Season's peeled peaches 
be deferred for the present. 

Peeled peaches: A request was before the 
Committee that if an agent had stocks of 
peeled peaches which were of poor quality, 
permission should be given tO sell' same below 
liste.d rates and the Committee recommend that 
the request be granted. 

Tree fruit-final differentials for ·account 
sales-season 1936: Consideration was given to 
this ·matter by the·· Committee;· ·and it -is re..; 
commended that agents be notified as under:-

Dried tree fruits-season t'9J6:' At die· meet'-· 

VINE FRUITS 
The Association Commonwealth sales to the. 

end of December, compare with the figures. 
at the same date for the two previous years,, 
as fo1lows:-

193 5 1934 1933 
Currants 2763 2677 2329 
SultanJ.s 613 5 6175 4806 
Lexias 2863 2479 1930 

--- --- --
11,761 11,3 31 9065 

From the above figures, it will be seen that. 
Commonwealth sales have been well main
tained. 

TREE FRUITS 
The position of Association fruit at the· end 

of December for the last three years is as. 
under:-

19)) 1934 1933 
Apricots 498 392 554 
Nectarines 24 15 23 
Pe<1ches 182 114 223 
Pears 70 47 42 

774 568 842 
This year's output in the Commonwealth 

i:s satisfactory, compared with 1934, but is: 
somewhat below 193 3. 

PRUNES 
The Commonwealth sales to the end of De

cember amount to 1261 tons, as compared 
with 1036 tons at the same period in 1934. 
The increase· is 225 tons, which is very satis
factory. 

ing of the Ba:ard of Management held in Mel
bourne this week, the recommendation of the 
Tree Fruit Committee was considered, in res
pect to final differentials for account sales for 
apricots, peaches and nectarines and it was de
cided to declare the following differentials~ 
taking 2-crown "sta,ndard" as the basis:-

4·Crowu 
3-Crown 
2-Crown 
1-Crown 
Slabs 
Plain 

4-Crowu 
3-Crown 
2-Crown 
1-Crown 
SlabS 
Plain 

4·Crown 
3-Crown 
2·C:rown 
f-Crown 
Plain 
Slabs ..... 

APRICOTS 
Per -ton Per ton 

Fancy Choice 
Plus £23 Plus £15 
Plus £15 Plus £7 
Plus £7 Plus £3 

Minus £6 

PEACHES 

Per ton 
Standard 
Plus £10 
Plus £4 

Minus £10 
Minus £2 
Minus £6 

Plus £20 Plus £14 Plus £11} 
Plus £14 Plus £10 Plus £6 
Plus £6 Plus £4 -

Minus £6 Minus £ 1(} 
Minus £10 
Minus £10 

NECTARINES 
Plus £20 Plus £16 Plus £12: 
Plus £14 Plus £10 Plus £6 
Plus £8 Plus £4 

Minus £8 Minus £12 
Minus £12 
Minus ·£12 

The Board of lVIanagemen.t 
above mi:OUtes. 

approved ..of the 

Irymple Packing Pty. Limited 
OPERATING AT 

MILDURA MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

LAND AND INSURANCE AGENTS 

SUPPLIERS OF VINEYARD REQUIREMENTS 

E. J, ROBERTS P, MALLOCH, 

Governing Director. Manager. 
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'"Independents'' Wait On.State Board 
Following a request by the Independent 

Dried Fruit Producers and Packers Association, 
-rhe South Australian Dried Fruits Board met 
representatives of the Association on the 18th 
November, 1935, when the Association was 
represented by the following:-

Messrs. G. Semple (Strathalbyn), \V. B. 
Ward (Clare), E. C. Filsell (Lyndoch), T. S. 
Bowen (Merchant, of Adelaide), and \XT. F. 
McConnell (Secretary). 

The following requests were submitted by 
"the Association:-

!. Representation ()'Jt. Committees.-In. re
·spect to the Association's re·quest to be repre
-sented on all committees fixing grade standards 
and to be consulted in the matter of fixation 
-of export quotas, the Chairman (1\.ir. Pope) 
replied that arrangements for the fixing of 
grade standards were made by the Common
wealth Department of Commerce at the open
ing of the season at Mildura and Renmark, 
-and, for the non-irrigated areas of South Aus
tralia, at Port Adelaide. At all of these 
grading conferences, the Board was invited to 
send representatives. The matter, therefore, 
was outside of the Board's functions, but he 
promised to bring the request under the notice 
of the Chief Fruit Inspector, Department of 
Commerce (Mr. R. P. Allen) . In respect 
to fixation of quotas, this matter was entirely 
in the hands of the Boards which considered 
the recommendations made by the Consulta
tive Committee, consisting of the Chairman of 
each State Board. His Board, therefore, could 
not agree to comply with the request Of the· 
Association .in this connection. 

2. Co11-frol of Plums.-Regarding the As
sociation's request that dried plums should not 
be brought within control, the Chairman as
sured the representative's that the Consulta
tive Committee had recommended and the State 
Board had agreed that as no organised request 
to control plums had emanated from the pro
ducers, statutory control would not be extend
ed to include dried plums. 

3. Representation on Board.-The Associa
tion asked that a request be made to the Gov
ernment to amend the Dried Fruits Act to pro
vide that growers in the non-irrigated areas 
be given equal representation on the Board 
to growers in the irrigated areas. The re
quest also contained the suggestion that the 
Independent Association appoint one represen
tative on the· Board and the A.D.F.A. be al
lowed one representative without resort to a 
poll of growers. 

·ne Chairman stated that the matter of 
amending the Act to provide for equal repre
sentation was one for the consideration of the 
Government'. He reminded them that when 

. the· Act was introduced in- 1924, the represe:n
: ration on the Board was determined on a ton

age basis. During the pre·sent year, the aggre-
gate tonnage in the-jrrigated areas was 19,529 

· tons, whereas the ag-gregate production in ·the. 
non-irrigated areas was 3,3 2 5 tons. The 
number of growers in each area was 1459 irri
gated area and 1060 non-irrigated area, but 
tonnage -appeared to be the determining factor 
in fixing the growers' repres~_ntation on the 

, Board. As a statutory body, the Board could 
not make any request to the Government in 
this connection. 

4. In respect to the resolution protesting 
against the control of dehydrators, the Chair
man stated the Board did not contemplate con
trolling dehydrators, unless these plants be
came a menace or an occasion for attempts at 
unlawful trading. All the Board desired to 
do was to register the·m in order that they 
could be located. 

5. Cartage of Currants in Bags.-In re
ply to the Association,s request to grant per
mission for currants to be carted to packing 
houses in bags in districts where conveyance in 
sweats would prove uneconomical or imprac
ticable, the Chairman stated that the regula
tion prohibiting the use of bags was made after 
exhaustive enquiries and over a period of years. 
Packers and Inspectors were unanimous that 
cartage in bags was in every respect undesir
able, and the regulation represented the con
sidered judgment of the Board. Notwith
standing this, an inspector had visited the 
Barossa area early in the present season and 
personally interviewed every grower who may 
have been subject to the disability of cartage 
over long distances and bad roads. This w-as 
done in order that observance of the regula
tion should not involve any cases of individual 

DISTILLERY FRUIT 
----

Definition By The 
Consultative Committee 

The Consultative Committee of the States 
dried fruits boards has recommended the fol
lowing rule for the disposal of distillery fruit. 
This has been adopted by all State boards. 

Dried vine fruits delivered to a winery or 
distillery may be regarded as having been ex
ported outside of the Commonwealth, provid
ed that:-

(1) The dried fruits have been passed by 
<l'n inspector at the time of delivery to a win
ery or distillery as of a quality and condition 
which would allow of their being boxed and 
sold on the export or Commonwealth market 
a~ manufacturing, plain or crown grade. 

(2) In cases of fruit sent to a winery or 
·distillery a statutory declaration by the man
ager, director or proprietor of such winery or 
distillery, or other evidence satisfactory to the 
Board. must be produced to the effect that the 
fruit has actuall-y been used for distillery pur
poses or for the manufacture of wine. 

Export credit is to be allowed for buck cur
rants, or such proportion thereof as the Board 
determines, sent to a winery or distillery, 
whether graded or not, subject to the follow
ing conditions:-

( a) That such buck currants have been 
forwarded to a winery or distillery under the 
certificate of an inspector; (b) the -production 
of a statutory declaration by the manager, 
director or proprietor of such winery or dis
tillery, or other evidence satisfactory to the 
Board, to the effect that the fruit has actually 
been used for distillery purposes, or for the 
manufactUre of wine, and (c) that the Board 
is satisfied as to the identity of such buck 
currants. 

With respect tO dried tree fruits, no rule is 
set down for export credit, but each case will 
be dealt with on its merits by the Consulta
tive Cornmittee. 

hardship, as the power was .reserved to the 
Board to relax the regulation in exceptional 
Circumstances. He promised, however, to re
commend the Board to despatch an officer 
early next year to interview those growers in 
really necessitous cases, provided the Associa
tion supplied the Board with the' names of 
those who were suffering genuine grievances 
as a result of the prohibition on the use of 
bags. 

6. Increased C01mnom .. l/ealtb Consumption. 
-'Tbe following request of the Association 
was submitted:-

That with the object of increasing the con
sumption of dried fruit in Australia, we re
commend to the State· Board that in addition 
to the estimated final quotas, each exporter 
should retain in Australia 21 per cent. (or 
such other quantity as may be determined) of 
his fruit, such fruit to be made available 
through the Board to. exporters on a basis of 
merchants' ten ton price to enable them to 
supply their clients. 

In submitting this recommendation, Mr. 
Bowen suggested it might be possible to pool 
the figures of over exports and under exports 
among dealers in order that the quotas could 
be complied with. 

The Chairman reminded those present that 
such an arrangement was submitted to a con
ference of dealers-associated and otherwise
called by the Board in August·, 1933, and the 
proposal was summarily rejected. The Board, 
however, was still prepared to assist the T rade• 
·in this connection, although it was no part of 
the Board,s statutory functions. 

1v1r. Murdoch stated since the Independent 
Dealers were organised, the remedy was to be 
found within their own organisation by mak
ing adjustments amOng themselves. 

The Chairman said that if the· Association 
prepared a case, setting out a workable scheme, 
he was prepared to submit it to the A.D.F.A. 
with the support of Mr. Murdoch. 

Mr. Semple thought there was every possi
bility of such an arrangement being made 
with the A.D.F.A. 

Mr. McConnell urged the point that his or
ganisation had been responsible for converting 
an appreciable number of growers to the prin
ciple of the need for statutory control of the 
dried fruits industry. Where the growers 
differed in this regard, it was only a question 
of degree. He contended there was no rea
son why a healthy working arrangement ·be
tween his Association and the A.D.F.A. could 
not be carried on. The two bodies were com
petitors and not oppenents and closet co-opera
tion between them was desirable in the inter
ests of the dried fruits industry . 

At the conclusion of the conference, Mr. 
McConnell, on behalf of the Association, 
thanked the Board for the opportunity of 
meeting them, and also for the frank and 
friendly manner in which the Board had con
sidered their several requests. ' • 

In acknowledgment, the Chairman stated 
that as far as the administrative acts of the 
Board were concerned, no sectional interests 
were taken into account and. he assured the 
delegates they would receive a sympathetic 
hearing on any occasion they desired to meet 
the Board. 
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Agricultural 
Drainage 

(By A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc.) 

It has long been recognised that agricultural 
drainage is essential under present methods of 
irrig-ation, to maintain continued productivity 
of the irrigated lands. Practical recognition of 
this fact is evidenced by drainage schemes now 
in course of construction, or projected, in 
various irrigation settlements; and by modifi
cation of irrigated practice in order that accu
mulations of free water might be' avoided, 
or, at any rate, reduced. An account of the 
present position in some of the settlements 
will prove of interest to readers. In the Mil
dura district, agricultural drainage has been 
in progress for many years. Excepting cases 
of drainage to low-lying flats of the Murray, 
the outfall in the past has been obtained by 
sinking wells, or ushafts" to deep-seated sand 
layers, usually obtained at' depths of 3Oft. to 
SOft. This method did not prove satisfactory 
in many caseS, as the capacity of the shafts 
to take water decre·ased, and in some cases, 
ceased, subsequent to the installation of the 
internal drainage. The comprehensive drain
age scheme·s now in course of construction in 
Mildur·a, Merbein and Red Cliffs areas is de
signed to overcome these difficulties, and t'o 
give to practically every settler an assured out
fall for the water from the internal drains. 

The project briefly consists of installing a 
system of underground sealed pipes, with 
laterals radiating to the various holdings. t'Jhe 
water from the main systems is discharged 
to the river or to low-lying flats. It is ex
pected that, with the installation of additional, 
and the linking up of existing internal drains, 
a more assured productivity must result; and 
that at least some of the waste lands of irriga
tion will be reclaimed. 

A somewnat similar scheme is in progress 
for part of the Barmera settlement in South 
Australia, in the area known as 10Lake Winter
field." I; this case, reclamation of some 
of the badly salted areas will be difficult, 
though the scheme should certainly arrest 
the wastage and increase the productivity of 
partially affected areas. 

The drainage method in the Waikerie settle
ment in South Australia is extremely interest
ing. Many of the badly seeped areas consist 
of red sand with limestone readily permeable 
to depths of 10 to 15 feet. Shafts or wells 
are being sunk to this depth ·and an outfall 
provided by boring down to permeable lime
stone layers. These deeper shafts, of which 
about; .twelve have been put down, are replacing 
~ system of shallow wells with agricultural 
drains. The range of the deep wells in the 
cases in which measurements have been taken 
is very satisfactory, the free water receding 
below the depth of drainage in distances up 
t'o five chains from the outfall. Some growers 
are now depending on a series of deep wells 
without the drains, and the satisfactory results 
-are so evident that in recent works, direct 
drainage to deep shafts has replaced the former 
method of agricultural drains leading int'o 
shallow shafts. The .first of these deep wells 
has now been taking a stream of drainage 
water for three years and all are so far satis
factory. 

The Deptb of Drain<lge.-There is, fortun
ately, an increasing interest by the grower in 
this important phase of the work. In 
the Mildura district, the plan of internal 
drainage of a property is, of course, in the 
hands of the grower; while the oUtfall form
ing part of the general community scheme is 
designed by constructing authorities. The 
necessary ·depth of the outfall given to each 
,grower naturally depends on the internal re-
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South Australian State 
Election 

Board 

DISTURBING FEATURES 
F1·om an official statement by the South 

Australian State Board, published in this issue·, 

it is apparent that there is need for a definite 
enquiry into the whole matter of the compi

lation of the rolls. It is expected thJ.t the 

Board will do this. 

A fe·ature of the statement that causes con

cern is the apparent lack of power of the 
Board to ensure a full and accura~e roll of thos·e 

entitled to vote. The statement tha't the 

Board has no means of ascertaining when ::t 

petson ceases to be a grower and that it has 
no authority to remove a name from the roll 

in the absence of documentary evidence is not 
in keeping with the attitude of the Boards 
in other States where a careful check is made 

periodically through the packing house-s and 
the various Government settlement lists in an 
endeavor to keep the rolls up-to-date, and 
action is taken to remove the names of grow
ers from the roll, not entitled 'to vote. 

quirements. As it is not practicable for the 
constructing authorities to examine each block 

for internal drainage requirement's, this phase 
of the work should be carried out by the 

grower. Every grower in the Mildura district 
is advised to watch the progress of the com
mun~ty constructional work in order that he 
may know hoW the designed outfall will suit 
his requirements before construction of his 
outfall commences. Co-operation in this way 
is essential for success. A very pleasing trend 
in drainage practice is to_ base the depth of 
drainage on the soil profile so that drains are 
laid on the more or less impermeable la,yer on 
which the free water is resting. That the 
study of soil profiles in this way is'being under* 
taken by people is evidenced by satisfactory 
attendances of growers (up to 100 in cases) 
at various field demonstrations held for exam
ination of soil profiles in relation to drainage. 

In general, internal drainage methods are 
becoming much sounder than they were a few 
years ago, and with an assured get-away foi- the 
water, the results are proving much more satis
factory than in the past. 

A further unsatisfactory feature of the vot*
ing conditions in South Australia is that a. 

vote is given to people who dry a few boxes. 
of fruit. It is the rule in the other States. 

that a "grower" is one who drys at least 10• 

cwt. of fruit and only "growers" are allowed' 
to vote. 

In a letter from Berri it is learned that the· 
committee were astonished at the number of 
errors in the copy of the rolls sent along. A 
large number of growers' names were not on 
the rolls at all and there were many names; 
included that, for various reasons, should have' 
been taken off. This entailed a lot of addi-· 
tlonal work for the canvassers. 

In the irrigated areas production last year 
was over 19000 tons by 1460 growers and in 
the non-irrigated are:is approximately. 3300 

tons by 1060 growers. These figures would 
indicate that a lot of men are allowed to vote,. 

although they might be growing only a few 
pounds of dried fruit and then not necessarily 
every year. It was surely never intended· by 
ii:he Act that these c·asual growers should be 
entitled to vote on matters such as the State 
Board elections im the appointment of men 
to administer bw that vitally concerns the 
affairs of those who are making their living 
totally -.or: at least fairly substantially ·rfrom 
the growing of dried fruits. 

The Board is primarly responsible for the· 
conduct of the election and its first duty is 
to ensure ,that, to the best of its ability, all is 
in order. This is shown to be highly essen
tial in the case of the recent non-irrigated 
areas voting where a few votes :finally dedded 
the seat. It is not for a moment suggested 
that any illegal voting put Mr. Russell in,. 
but there is a definite feeling amongst growers 
that a thorough investigation of the rolls 
might show a different result, possibly to the 
fUrther advantage of Mr. Russell and, of 
course, just as likely to the advantage· of the 
A.D.F.A. candidates. 

The Board, although not legally bound to 
do certain things in this connection, still has 
a duty to the industry and growers look to it 
to put the matter in order. 

AN AUSTRALIAN OFFICE 

Branches Agents 

in All in All 

States Districts 

EsTABLISHED 1849 

FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, LIVE STOCK, WORKERS' COMPENSATIOII 

CROP, STACK AND MOTOR CAR 

INSURANCES EFFECTED 

Head Office: 53 Market Street, Melbourne 

Printed and published for the Australian Dried Fruits Association by New Sunraysia Daily Pty. Ltd., Deakin Avenue, Mildura 

' 


