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A happy thought from Mildura was the suggestion that The A.D.F.A. should, subj-ect to Her Majesty's per
mission, arrange for gifts of Dried Fruits and Nats to be presented to Their Royal Highnesses the Prince Charles 
and the Princess Anne. 

Her Majesty's consent was immediately sought and gTaciously given, with the result that two magnificent 
caskets in royal blue suede were air-freighted to the Hon. Sir John Lienhop, Agent Gen-eral for Victoria "in London, 
for presentation to the Royal children on the same day as the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh visited Renmark, 
Mildura and Red Cliffs (25th March).· 

By this means the Princ.e and Princess were able to share in the enjoyment of tho.usands of children who saw 
the Queen and the Duke during their visit to Renmark and Sunraysia. 

The accompanying photograph gives readers a slight impression of these really lovely and beautifully pre
pared caskets. 

The wording on the caskets reads: 
On the outside of the lid 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCE CHARLES, or 
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS ANNE. 

On the inside of the lid 
THIS GIFT IS PRESENTED TO 
H.R.H. PRINCE CHARLES (or PRINCESS ANNE) 
AS A MEMENTO OF THE VISIT PAID 
BY HIS (HER) MOTHER, 
H.M. THE QUEEN, 
AND HIS (HER) FATHER, 
H.R.H. THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH, 
TO MILDURA, TO-DAY, 25th MARCH, 1954. 
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Replicas of the caskets were prepa1·ed and one set, 
having been gTaciously accepted by the Queen, was sent 
to Government House, Adelaide, for her, and the Duke's, 
inspection. A second set was displayed at The A.D.F.A. 
Dried Fruits Centre in Mildura, a third set was shown in 
Renmark, and a fourth set was on display in The A.D.F.A. 
showcases at Flinders Street railway station, Melbourne, 
and on The A.D.F.A. display stand at the Sydney Royal 
Show. 

The Association, on behalf of the Industry, is proud 
that it was permitted to demenstrate the loyalty of ali 
Growers by making these gifts. 
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1\ USTRALIA has recently experienced the most momentous event. in her short but glorious history

the visit of our .Sovereign. 

ijJHE visit of Her Majesty and His Royal Hig~ness the Duke of Edinburgh was marked by demonstra
tions of joy, loyalty and affection by the whole nation . 

. 1\ S individuals, we have a feeling of sadness that the Royal couple have left the shores of this 
great southern land, but we retain the happiest memories of their presence. 

'If E will remember Her Majesty for her gracious ness, her natural charm, her radiant smile, and her 
wish to see, and be seen, by her subjects. · 

If E will remember His Royal Highness for his gallant bearing, his ease of manner, . his delightful 
informality, and his undoubted interest in every aspect o~ Australian living and industry. 

llJ E· will remember and revere them for their high sense of duty, and their devotion to the interests 
of the British Empire and the betterment of its peoples. 

j~UT in the Aostralian Dried Fruits Industry we have our own memories of the loyal and loving 
welcome Mildura and Renmark gave the Royal couple when they visited those great producing 

areas. Of Her Maiesty's gracious acceptance at Red Cliffs of the Industry's gift of Dried Fruits, and 
of the equally high honour granted by the Queen to The Australian Dried Fruits Association to present 
gift caskets of Dried Fruits to her children, Prince Charles and Princess Anne, in London. 

fijOY ALTY and affection for the Monarchy bind the peoples of the Empire into the British Common-
wealth of Nations. Our Sovereign is the one personage to whom every Britisher can turn with 

confidence in times of success and tribulation. She is the great leader of the Empire. Jn her name 
are laws made, justice carried out, and the peoples governed. She is one with her subjects, inspiring 
by her Own high sense of duty a devoti_on and an inspiration to greater endeavour by us all. 

~ER Majesty and her husband have visited many parts of the Empire in their journey round the 
world. Each country is an entity-- locally governed by the will of its own people, each living 

according to its own customs, each earning its own niche in history, each producing, manufacturing, 
buying, selling, straining for greater achievements, yet all forming the one great Empire, bound 
'together in the one loyalty to our Sovereign Queen. 

ijJHE British Empire is proud of its history, its achievements, its great men and women, its leadership 
in world affairs, its principles of freedom and tolerance. Above all, it is proud_ of its unity, and 

through it, it is conscious and confident of its destiny. . 

i]:HE following words, displayed as a welcome by a section of our own Industry when the Queen 
and Duke of Edinburgh visited Mildura, typifie& the thoughts of each and every one of us: 

P3ge Four 

"On this glorious occasion of the first visit of a reign'ing Monarch to our city, we unite with 
all our people in welcoming Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Edinburgh to Mildura, and do joyously affirm our loyalty; May God bless and proted 
the Royal couple on all their travels throuahout our mighty Empire." 

THE EDITOR. 
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flfie :Raval Vi6it 
THE QUEEN AND THE DUKE VISIT 

PRODUCING AREAS 
OVERWHELMING WELCOMES AT RENMARK AND MILDURA 

Flying from Adelaide, Her Majesty' and His Royal Highness visited the Renmark and Sunraysia districts on 
25th March. It was a day which will long be remembered by all those who saw ·the Royal couple. 

For the Industry it was a day of great honour for not only did the Queen graciously accept a gift of Dried 
Vine Fruits from the Industry when she received an Address of Loyal W-elcome by the Red Cliffs sub-branch of the 
Returned Soldiers' League at Quandong Pari(, but the Royal couple "-spent more than the allotted time inspecting 
Dried Fruits' picking and drying on the property of Cr. Nat Barclay. 

It was evident that -the visit was very enjoyable, for both the Queen and the Duke took a remarkably close 
interest in the orderly -attractiveness of the vineyards, in the explanations given by Cr. Barclay, in handling samples 
of Dried Fruits and in _the lavishly impressive decorations of the two producing areas. 

Presentation to the Queen 
In presenting fiv-e tons of Cunants, Sultanas and · 

Lexias, a gift from Australian Growers, Mr. L. Milne, 
President of the Red, Cliffs R.S.L., read the following 
Address of W·elcome: 

"We, the president and Jll.embers of the Red Cliffs 
Sub-branch of the Returned· Sailors', Soldiers' and Air
men's Imperial League of Australia extend to y.ou and 
tc:1 His Royal Highness, the Duke of Edinbtirg·h, a most 
~sincere welcome to ·our district. 

Her Majesty listens with great interest to Cr. Nat Barclay explain the process orf drying Sultanas. 
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uon behalf of all of the residents and of all those· 
present we express extreme gratitude for your graci
ousness in honouring us with this wonderful visit. 

''We sincerely hope you haye enjoyed your t<..ur 
through this soldier settlement and .on behalf of the 
Dried Fruit Grorwers we would ask you to accept this 
gift of Dried Fruits, the product of our distr.ict, for 
distributicjri in the United Kingdiom as you ·may think 
fit.'' 

The Duke Replied 

''The 'Queen has asked me to thank you for the 
warmth of the recepti·on you have all given us. 

''We are p<~.rticularly touched by the generous pre
sent of Dried Fruits produced in this .district, and we 
shall be delighted to arrange for its distribUtion in the 
United Kingdom when we get back. 

·"We have been looking fG.rward to this visit to Red 
'Cliffs because we hilVe heard quite a lot about the 
settlement here of ex-servicemen from the First World 
War. 

"The irdea was a goo•d one, but its success depended 
upon your ihard work and endurance. As was only to 
be expected, you br.ought with y<J.;u t;hat same spirit of 
comradeship and courage and ingenuity which Was, 
and still is, such a strong feature in Australian fighting 
men. 

"You have _the world's admirati-on for what you 
did in war and You have Australia's admiration for the 
way you have developed this district." 

Fruits to be Shipped 

The A.D.F.A., which made all arrang,ements fOl' the 
procurement, Packing and display of the fruit, will ar
range fo;t· its shipment to the United Kingdom where it 
will be hel.d by the- Australian Senior Trade Commis
sioner pending Her Majesty's commands as to disposal. 

The entire shipment was sent by the "Largs Bay" to
wards the end of March, three tons of Sultanas and one 
ton of Lexias being loaded in Melbourne, and one ton 
of Currants in Fremantle. 

Informality at Dried Fruits Block 

Inspection of Cr. Barclay's property at Red Cliffs by 
the Queen ahd Duke of Edinburgh was the on·e event on 
the 2 ~-hour itinerary that was so different from every
thing else_ that the Royal couple have done during their 
Australian tour. 

Some pressmen who travelled from Adelaide by special 
plane cove1·ed nothing else but the inspection. They were 
taken ·by bus direct from the airport to the property. 

When the Royal ProgreSs arrived at the property 
there were newsreel cameramen perched on tankstands 
_and every other vantag-e point offering. 

Cameras clicked almost without a stop as the Q~ueen 
and the Duke wander.ed among- the grape vines or 
watched grapes being spread on a drying rack. 

Six Pickers 
About six picke-rs, who loOked just like any other six 

pickers on a Sunraysia block, beg-an picking- Sultanas 
when the Royal couple arrived. , 

This photograph gives an excellent view of the gift of Dried Vine Fruits displayed at Red Cliffs for ·Her Majesty'~ 
inspection. 
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Some of the pressmen and officials with the Royal 
Party were invited to help themselves to the grapes after 
the Queen and Duke had inSpected the few rows on the 
property with fruit still left on. 

Aim of the photographers was to get the Queen and 
Duke in a setting that was altogether different from the 
thousands of photographs already taken of them. 

So great was the concentration of cameras that officials 
banned further photographs after the first 10 minutes. 

Duke Asks Questions 

As the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh left their 
car, drawn up in the long drive of Cr. Barclay's property, 
they were received by the Chief Secretary (Mr. Galvin) 
who then introduc·ed Cr. and Mrs. Barclay. 

The Duke told Cr. Barclay that he had a nice looking 
property and then almost immediately began asking 
questions about the Dried Fruits Industry and soldier 
settlement. 

When they reached- the rows of vines both the Queen 
and the Duke walked between rows and examined the 
fruit hanging from the vines. 

The Queen was particularly interested in the irriga
tion system. 

The Duke asked Cr. Barclay what the· price was for 
Dried Fruits and what was the present marketing arrange
ment for the huge crop produced in Sunraysia. 

Watched Dip 

Both the Queen and the Duke we-re keenly interested 
in the dipping of a load of Sultanas which after dipping 
were placed on racks. 

They both ask~d questions about the ing'l'edients of the 
dip and why it was necessary to dip fruit. They watched 
intently as the hoist raised the fruit from the dip and 
held it for a while befol'e swinging round to lower it to 
a lorry pulled by a tl·actor. 

The Queen moved in clos·e to a rack where workmen 
began spreading the fruit and asked how long -it took 
the fruit to dl'y. 

Cr. Barclay was asked by the Duke how many drying
racks he had and whethel' the number was below or above 
the average used On blocks in the district. 

The Que.en and the Duke then walked to another sec
tion of the property where they saw fruit spread on 
hessian and fully Dried Fruit in sweat boxes. 

The Queen took a handful of the fruit from one of the 
boxes anp l-et it trickle through her fingers. 

"WATER INTO GOLD" 
So that Her Majesty and His Royal Highness could 

derive more enjoyment from their visit by reading be
forehand of the development of the Murray Valley and 
the Dried Fruits Industry, permission was given to -The 
A.D.F .A.- to present to the Queen and the Duke copies 
of 11Water Into Gold," by the Australian authoress, 
Ernestine Hill. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Industry wished to' make 
the Royal couple's visit as happy and ·enjoyable as pos
sible, and The Australian Dried Fruits Association felt 
that the story of the Murray Valley as told in HWater Into 
Gold" would be one means of achieving it. 

Copies of "Water Into Gold" were also sent to each 
member of Her Majesty's entourage as a memento of the 
memorahle visit. 

BOARD CHAIRMAN ADDRESSES ROYAL GATHERING 
By invitation from the Red Cliffs sub-branch of the 

Returned Soldiers' League Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E., ad
dressed the large gathering at Quandong Park before the 
arrival of the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh. ' 

Mr. Malloch said: 
"I have been asked by the Committee organising· the 

events of the day, to give a brief talk on the Dried Fruits 
Industry. The majority of those present are fruit growers 
and so are not likely to be inte1·ested, but there are many 
gathered from dry areas, north, south, east and west, 
who may like to hear something of the work and progress 
of Sunraysia~the district comprised of Mildura, Mer
bein and Red Cliffs in Victoria, and Curlwaa, Coomealla, 
Buronga, Gol Gol, Trentham Cliffs and Mallee Cliffs in 
New South Wales. 

"The_ planted area in these irrigation .districts now 
amounts to over 50,000 acres. Dried Fruits are the 
principal products, and the harv·est now in progress is 
estimated to yield some 53,000 _tons of fruit. This l'epre
sents over 200,000 tons of fresh grapes, and the packed 
value of the crop is estimated at around £5,000,000. 

·"The p1·oductivity of the district is not confined,. how
ever, to Dried Fruits. Last year, an estimate was made of 
the aggregate value of our production, and a summary 
is of interest: 

Dried Vine Fruits . , . . . , , , .. 
Fresh Grapes for Win-e and Market 
Fresh and Dried Tree Fruits 
Citrus Fruits- . , 
Vegetables and Flowers .. . , . 

£6,500,000 
80,000 
25,000 

960,000 
650,000 

Total Primary Production , . . . £8,215,000 
Industrial Production of Sawmills, 

Bricks, Cement Pipes, Plaster 
Sheets, &c. 200,000 

An aggregate of . . . . £8,415,000 
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Honour the Pioneers 
~<Mildura and district has reason, therefore, to be 

proud of its progress and achievements. If some of om· 
pioneers. were with us to-day, they would be proud of the 
structure which has been built on the foundations they 
laid. Everyone in this district ~hould, at times, reflect on 
our pioneers, and should pay tribute to t[leir memory. 
We know that statesmen like Sir Alfred Deakin and the 
Honourable John McColl were responsible for advancing 
the theory of il'l'igation development in Victoria, and we 
honour them for it. In practice, however, we must give 
the greater praise to Mr. George and Mr. W. B. Chaffey, 
two Canadians who, in 1887, established Mildura. They 
came to what was virtually a wilderness, described at the 
time as a Sahara of hot winds. blasting sand and sparSe 
vegetation, land which could carry only one sheep to 
15 acres. It was isolated from any rajlway~the nearest 
station was Birchip, 90 miles distant, separated by, then, 
impassable sandhills. Transport was via Swan Hill by 
river ·or road, 140 miles distant. The area then supported 
about half a dozen white men and a number of 
aborigines. 

"To this desolate area came men from many parts of 
the world~from Britain, Canada, America, Africa, India 
and from all States in Au-stralia, attracted by the lure of 
irrigation farming, painted in glowing colours by the 
Chaffey brothers. The life and struggles of these pioneers 
were hard indeed~they had many setbacks and losses 
from heat and flood, salt and seepage, vine pests- and dis
eases, low prices and financial stringencY. To many, it 
brought insolvency. To some, it ·must have seemed that 
the promises of the Chafl'ey brothers were a product of 
unrealistic visionaries. But, as we look back over the 
short period ·of 67 years, we find that much of what. they 
forecast has been realised, and, whilst we still face prob~ 
lems of production and marketing, we must admit that 
George and William Chaffey were truly realistic in their 
vision of the future. To them and to the men, women and 
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children who toiled wlth them through hardship and ad
versity, "we, to-day, pay a sincere tribute. 

Proud of Our Products 
"Producers in Sunraysia ar.e not only concerned with 

pride in the vblunle of production-theY are more con
cerned with the quality of their products. It is the 
ambition of every gTower to p1·oduce the highest possible 
grade of fruit. It is a fact that oui' Sultanas are recognised 
as the finest in the world; our Seeded •Raisins are equally 

Government superv1s10n. At the height of the season, 
nearly 1000 tons of fruit are packed every day. 

"Visitors to Mildura are Usually interested in the prob
lem of where all our Dried Fruits are sold. Earlier, I 
referred to the fact that our district production is about 
53,000 tons. Other areas producing vine fruits are Nyah
Woorinen, 9000 tons; •Robinvale, 4000 tons; South Aus
tralian districts, 23,000 tons; Western Australia, 3000 
tons-or a total of 92,000 tons. Of this, 19,000 tons are 
sold_in Australia and 73,000 toris exported-50,000 ton& 

Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E., A.D.F.A. Chairman and Mr. L. Milne, Red Cliffs R.S.L. Chairman, discuss the 
Presentaticln of Dried Fruits to Her Majesty. 

as good; our Currants not so good as Greek Currants, due 
to extreme summer heat. 

"To farmers from broad acres, the average holding of 
18 acres of vines· may seem absurdly small-some refer 
to them as pocket handkerchief lots. But most who 
change from dry farming to irrigation farming find there 
is plenty of work to keep them busy the Year round. The 
vigneron's wo1·k commences with autumn ploughing, 
irrigation and sowing of green manures. Pruning £ollows, 
then spring and summer irrigations and cultivations, 
spraying, sulphuring, manuring, cincturing and topping 
of vines. Normally, five irrigations a year a're applied, 
using up to 48 inches of water. In harvest time, about 
7000 seasonal workers are employed-picking and drying 
taking four weeks on the average, but this may run to 
four months in a wet season. 

"Dried Fruits are delivered to the packing houses for 
cleaning, stemming, grading and sterilizing under strict 
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to Britain, 15,000 tons to Canada, 6000 tons to New 
Zealand and 2000 tons to the Pacific Islands, China, Japan, 
,Ceylon and the West Indies. It will be evident, therefore, 
that our Industry is greatly dependent on export markets 
-75 per cent. of ·our fruit going overseas. These overseas 
markets are principally Empire Markets, developed -under 
a system of preferential tariffs arranged by our Federal 
Government at Ottawa in 1934. 

• Our Future Problems 
"Whilst we should normally expect a degree of stabi

lity from these preferential tariffs, we are facing problems 
similar to those being faced bY. wheat farmers and other 
produc.ers in Australia to-day. The United States produces 
some., 250,000 tons of Dried Vine Fruits annually, she 
consumes 140,000 tons, leaving 110,000 tons for export. 
To boost exports, she is paying an export subsidy of £20 
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per ton, thus enabling packers to sell at low prices through
out the world. Export values have been reduced by £20 
per ton. Turkey, another competing country, with 60;000 
tons, has retaliated by paying producers subsidies ranging 
from £20 to £30 per ton. Greece has met the unfair com
petition by_ d-epreciating her currency 100 per cent. This 
year, our fruit goes on the world's markets in competition 
with these subsidised fruits, and we are naturally con
cerned as to the final results. 

"The sunshine of the north breeds a spirit" of optimism, 
and so we Jive in hope-in hope that more people wi11 
realise the value of plum puddings, fruit cake and raisin 
bread. 

Loyal Welcome 
"I lmow you ·have not come here to listen to a speech. 

We have all come here for one purpose-to see Her 
Majesty, the Queen, and His Royal Highness, the Duke of 
Edinburgh-to pay our tribute of devotion to them, and 
to demonstrate our spirit of loyalty to the Throne and 
Empire. 

"To-day the growers of Australia will present to Her 
Majesty five tons of fruit for distribution to charities 
selected by her in the United Kingdom. This will be a 
tangible expression to many at home of the honour con
ferred on us by the Queen's visit. To-day, also, Their 
<Royal Highnesses, Prince Charles and Princess Anne, will 
receive in London, boxes of our Dried F1·uits and photo
graphs of the Murray Valley, so, as we _gTeet our Qu-een, 
her children iri Loridon will be told of Mildura, and they 
will be in spirit with the children gatheTed here. 

"On behalf of The Australian Dried Fruits Association, 
I extend a welcome and a message of goodwill to all our 
visitors here to-day. We are proud to join with you in our 
greetings to our Royal visitors." 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~;$~~~;$~f~~$~$~~~$$$$~A~$~ 
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~~wARATAH'' 

FENCING 
PRODUCTS 

THE well-known "Waratah" fencing 

products (wire netting, barbed wire, 

"Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are 

still maintaining maximum production 

for essential purposes, but it is still neces

sary to restrict wire supplies. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" 

wire products and their customers may 

be assured that when normal times 

return, full supplies will again be made 

available, and in the meantime it will be 

realised that any inconvenience caused 

by the present curtailment of supplies is 

sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS. 
(Australia) PTY. LTD. 

Head Offices: 

422 Little Collins Street, Melbourne 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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9Jaa?td a/ Management 
During November, December, January and Ma1·ch the Board met on a number of occasions? in each case 

under the Chairmanship of Mr. P. Malloch. The meetings 27th November-1st December, 4th December and 13th 
March were held in Mildura; that of 19th-21st January in Melbourne. On all occazions the full Board was· present. 

Substitute Member 
Before his departure overseas Mr. R. M. Simes, in ac

cm·dance with the Constitution, nominated Mr. F. R. 
Francis, of Waikerie, as his substitute. At the January 
meeting, the Chail'man in welcoming Mr. :V1l'ancis, said 
that as he (Mr. Francis), was well-known in A.D.F.A. 
circles, his knowledge of the Industry would be of much 
help in the deliberations of the Board. In response, Mr. 
Francis said that he hop~_d he would be of assistance 
during Mr. Simes;, absence. · 

Supplies 
The Prices Commissioners in the various States are to 

be asked to investigate the high prices being charged by 
suppliers for the various materials used for vine spraying. 

It was ananged that evidence should be given before 
the- Commonwealth Tariff Board opposing any increase in 
rates of duty on boxes and box shooks. 

Economy of the Industry 
The Board has written to the Minister for Commerce 

and Agriculture setting out the various resolutions of 
Federal Council 1953 concerning'the future economy of 
the Industry. This important subject is fully reviewed in 
this issue. 

Extension Services to Growers 
In the light of a request from the Department of Com

merce and Agriculture for the Industry to financially 
contribute towards the expansion of State extension and 
research services the Board assessed existing contribu
tions at £7500 per annum, and felt that further financial 
assistance should be the responsibility of the Common
wealth and State Governments. 

Frost Prevention 
Approval was given to the form of undertaking to be 

!•igned, through the Beni-Barmera Frost Club, whereby 
the grower on whose property the "Jetom" wind machine 
is to be installed will repay to The A.D.F.A. the sum of 
£300 in the event of the machine proving successful. 

Final Allocation-1953 Pack· 
After r8serving sufficient quantities of each variety for 

the Commonwealth market, Selling Agents were author
ised to sell the balance of their packs overseas. 

State Quotas 
The Chairman conferred with the Consultative Com

mittee on 18th December regarding Season 1953 quotas, 
and will again confer on 29th April in respect to interim 
quotas for Season 1954. 

Short Supplies in Retailers' Stores 
Following on a complaint that . Dried Fruits were in 

short supply at Hamilton, Shepparton, Myrt1eford and 
Ouyen, enquiries from grocers in those towns showed that 
ample supplies were, and had been, available for sale. 

Wharf Handling of Fruit 
Consideration was given to a sp.ecific complaint from 

the Merbein Dried Fruit Growers' Union, A.D.F.A., that 
fruit shipped per s.s. "Orion" had been badly handled, 
resulting in a number of cases being damaged with con
sequent loss and wastage of the fruit. It was arranged 
that the circumstances should be brought· to the notice of 
O.S.R.A. by Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., 
and that the General Secretary should confe1· with the 
appropriate Trade Union in an endeavour to secure as
surances that greater handling care would be observed. 
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Prunes in Sy.rup 
The- Board confirmed its original decision that A.D.F.A. 

distributors could not handle -Prunes in Syrup marketed 
by non-A.D.F.A. processorR as a basic principle of 
A.D.I".A. mm·keting was involved. 

Publicity 
The activities of the Publicity SUb-Committee and their 

recommendations were, after each meeting, reviewed by 
the Board. Publicity work is fully reported in this issue. 

During the absence of Mr. R. M. Simes overseas, Mr. 
J. H. Gordon was apopinted Acting Chairman of the Sub
Committee, and Mr. F. R. Francis was appointed sub
stitute member.for Mr. Simes. 

Costs of Production Committee 
Mr. L. G. Cameron ·was appointed Acting Chai1;man 

and Convener, and Mr. H. H. Stone substitute member 
during the absence of Mr. Simes. 

Federal Council 1953 
The action taken by the Board on the many l~eso1u

tions passed by Federal Council is reported elsewhere in 
this issue. 

Exchange Fluctuation 
For Season 1,954 the need· for insurance cover against 

any fluctuation in exchange is to be left to the judgment 
and discretion of Selling Agents and their suppliers. Any 
Agent deciding to take such cover may not charge same 
to their suppliers without their authority. 

Quality of Fruit 
In view of the warnings "already given to growers 

through the press by the Cl;tairman of the Board to im
prove the quality of Currants, it was decided that this 
warning should be supported by a letter issued under 
the authority of the Chairman to packing houses with 
the request that it he printed in pamphlet fornY and 
(listributed to groWers. 

Research 
Correspondenc·e from C.S.I.•R.O. on the development of 

the prototype washing machine was examined. An interim 
report by the Electrical and Mechanical Engineer on the 
progress of the work is set out in Horticultural and Re
search Notes. 

Finance for C.S.I.R.O. is to be continued on the basis 
of equal contributions by The. A.D.F.A. and the Packers' 
Associations. 

A preparation called "Lecithin" for tenderising' the 
skin of the Sultana to improve eating quality and baking 
has been passed to the Dried Fruits Dipping Committee 
for investigation. 

An offer by Universal Enterprises Ltd. to evolve a 
machine tO eliminate stones has been passed to the S.A. 
Packers' and Agents' Association for any action deemed 
desirable. 

Currants 
The establishment of a "Plain" grade between 1 crown 

and M.F. has been approved by the Victorian Board and 
the Depa1·bnent of Commerce. 

Grade Differentials-Currants and Lexias 
The Board altered the differentials for the above 

varieties for Season 1953. 
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Prices 
Certain alterations to Season 195'3 Dried Vine Fruits 

prices have been made, and prices for Season 1954 have 
been set by the Board. 

Export Adjustment 
A basis of adjustment between Selling Agents was 

approved in respect to Season 1953 fruit shipped to the 
United Kingdom after 30th September, which might 
realise higher or lower p1·ices to those provided for in 
the U.K. M.O.F. contract. 

W.A. Pool Accounts 
Replies have been received from all Western Aus

tralian Packers to enquiries made by the Board regal'd
ing pool proceeds and charges, and the details had been 
conveyed to the VV.A. Branch. I 

Sub-standard Fruit 
A 1etter has been sent to the Minister for Customs 

·seeking an amendment to the Excise Act so that, without 
the Minister's prior approval each year, sub-standard fruit 
can be sold' to distilleries. Packers' Associations have 
been asked· to formulate a plan of sale which will ensure 
equity between, and best financial returns to, gTowers. 

Pack and Sales Statistics 
The General Secretary is to confer from ti~ne to time 

throughout each season with the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Control Board and the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board on the compilation of pack and sales figures so 
that variations independently discovered by each body can 
be reconc'iled, thus eliminating the confusion now caused 
through the issue of differing tonnages. 

The Committee met in Mildura on 15th December and 
again in Melbourne on 18th January. Mr. P. Malloch, 
M.E.E., presided at both meetings. Mr. J. W. Manchester 
did not attend the December meeting as Prune matters 
were not discussed, and Mr. J. R. Jemison was absent 
from the January meeting. Mr. T. S. Bowen, of Crowe 
& Newcombe Ltd. attended both meetings, while Hon. T. 
Steele, M.L.C. (Prunegrowers' Co-op. Ltd.) and Mr. D. 
J. Granger (J. C. Granger & Sons) were visitors at the 
January meeting. The Chairman and Secretary of the 
FedeTal Dried Fruits Distributors' Association attended 
the JanuaTy meeting during the discussions on the pri<;e 
reductions and marketing drive for Season 1953 Prunes. 

Pack Estimates~eason 1954 
An estimate of packs showing 814 tons of Apricots, 

241 tons of Peaches, 76 tons of Pears, 27 tons of Nec
tarines and 2100 tons of Prunes as at 14th JanuaTy, was 
examined. 

Returns to Growers 
In view of the tTouble experienced by Agents in satis~ 

factorily selling fruit late in the season due to delayed 
packing and delivery by Packers the Committee decided 
to recommend to the Board of Manag·ement that Agents 
be authorised to make progress payments on packed fTuit 
only and not on tonnages delivered. The Board approved. 

Varieties De-listed 
Plain Pears and Peaches were "de-listed" from the 

official price list for the rest of Season 1953 and for Sea
son 1954. These grades will now be sold at "best." 

Interstate Charges 
Certain deductions from proceeds of sale of S.A. Tree 

Fruits as a charge for adjustment between Selling Agents 
were approyed. 
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Gifts to the Queen 
The visit by Her Majesty and H.R.H. the Duke of 

Edinburgh to Renmark, Mil dura and Red Cliffs,' and the 
presentations of gifts of 5 tons o'f Dried Vine Fruits to 
the Queen and caskets to the Royal children form a special 
feature in this issue. 

Insurances 
The obligations of Packers to insure growers' fruit and 

the minimum values to be used were approved by the 
Boa·rd. 

Export Control Board 
Consideration having :been given to the marketing 

framework by the Export Control Board in the United 
Kingdom, the Board of Management decided to expTess 
approval t9 the Minister for Commerce both in respect 
to the means of marketing and distribution and the ap
pointment of competent staff. 

Visits to Growers by Board 
It was decided to defer until the April Board meeting 

the preparation of an _itinerary for Season 1954. 

Rt. Hon. J. McEwen, P.C., M.H.R. 
The Board received a letter from Mr. McEwen thanking 

the Board of Management and delegates to Federal 
Counci11953 for their best wishes for his speedy recovery 
to good health, and assuring his continued interest· in the 
problems and welfare of the Industry. 

Next Meetings 
The Board will meet in Melbourne on 28th-30th April, 

and the Publicity Sub-Committee on the afternoon of 
29th April. 

Publicity 
Following ·On Federal Council 1953's request to the 

Board to investigate the possibilities of publicising Tree 
Fruits and Prunes, the Committee, at the request of the 
Board, considered the proposal and recommended no 
action for Tree Fruits and further investigation concern
ing Prunes. 

Prices 
Certain counts of Season 1953 were reduced. The 

possibility of contl'olling retail prices of Tree Fruits and 
Prunes is to be examined. 

Equalisation of Sales 
So that Selling Agents will have equal opportunities 

for selling Prunes in the Commonwealth a maximum was 
set which no Agent can exceed until all other Agents have 
r-eached that maximum. 

Other Matters Considered 
Merchants will not be allowed to buy non-Association 

fruit during Season 1954 .. ,For the balance of Season 1953 
Agents could deliver Prunes in th€ higher counts on the 
basis of first orders received. The State Dried Fruits 
Boards have been asked to fix an interim quota of 30 per 
cent. for Prunes so that A.D.F.A. growers will not be at 
a disadvantage in supplying the home and export markets. 
Charges incuned by Agents on an f.o.b. basis of selling 
:will, in principle, be equalised, and a system of adjust
lhent is to be considered. A basis of final adjustment -of 
returns to growers for Tree .Fruits was ·approved. Samples 
of dehydrated freestone Peaches were examined and com
mented on. The State Board have been requested for (and 
have signified) their approval to blemished fruit being 
marketed under the annotation "Marked." Quotas for 
Tree Fruits and Prunes have been abolished. 
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MR. MALLOCH RE-ELECTED CHAIRMAN 
At the first meeting of the Board of Management follo;wing Federal Council 1953, Mr. P. Malloch, 

M.B.E., was unanimously re-elected Chairman. Mr. Malloch was first appointed Chairman in October, 1952, 

In thanking members, Mr. Malloch said that it had been a pleasure to be the Chairman over the 
last year, and it would be a continued pleasure to act for the coming year. No Board with which he was 
connected gave -closer consideration to the many problems examined, ahd the conscientious manner in 
which the Board discharged its duties had resulted in goodwill for and co-operation within the Industry, 
Mr. Malloch concluded by saying that he was very proud to be the Chairman of The A.D.F.A. Board of 
Management. 

ftede'taf &uncif,. 1953 
MILDURA CONFERENCE LASTS THREE DAYS 

Cr. J. R. Gordon Again Re-elected Chairman 

The 31st Annual Ge·neral Meeting of the A.D.F.A. was held in Mildura from 2nd-4th Decembe.r, and was 
attenderd by 27 Growers' delegates, three Packers• de.legat.es and two Agents' Representatives in addition to the 

eight membe.rs of the Board of Management. Many visitors listened to the inte-resting matters brought forJWard. 

The conference was held in the Black and White Cafe, and while those present had ample sitting space many 
felt the extreme heat which one day reached the century. Horwever, tJhe unccm'fortable conditions did not lowe•r 

the stan•dard· of debate or the c•onscientious application by delegates to the problems and business under revie!W. 

The Minister for Comm.erce, the Rt. Hon. John McEwen, P.C., M.H.R., had been invited to addre·ss Cot.ncil 
but ill-healtrh prevented: his appearance. As a result invitations at short notice were sent t01 Fed~·ral Parliamentary 

representatives to be present, but due; to prior engagements •only Mr. Winton G. Turnbull (Member for Mallee), 

was able to attend. Mr. Turnbull was invited to adrdress delegates. Another visitor was 1Cr. A. Mansell,. M.L.C. 

(Victoria). 

Extension .of the conference -frolm. two to three days gave greater opportunity fo,r IJhorough examination of 

the 64 items on the agenda, and permitted: the Finance Committee to consider the finances of the Association with 
great thcroughness. The rep.ort of the Finance Conmmittee and the annual accounts are reported on under Finance 

in this issue. 

Growers' Delegates 
Victoria: Messrs. W. L. Allnatt, I. G. Cameron, H. V. 

Davey, J. R. Gordon, F. T. Hand, N. A. Johnson, W. J. 
Kirwin, A. G. Lawson, J. W. A. McGregor, W. F. 
Middleton, E. C. Orton, A. Rawlings, H. F. Thomas. 

South Australia: Messrs. A. B. Busbridge, ·R. H. Cur
ren, J. V. ·Foot, F. R. Francis, E. N. Seary, C. E. M. 
Tonkin, D. Trescowthick, R. F. Trott. 

New South Wales: Messrs. J. W.' Bailey, .J. R. Little, 
J. W. Manchester, J. B. Primmer. 

Western Australia: Messrs. J. Duff, C. A. ·Sharman. 

Packers' Delegates 
Representing Mil'dura and Robinvale Packers, Mr. W. 

V. Ford; Nyah-Woorinen Packers, Mr. B. J. D'Orsa; 
South Australian Packers, Mr. E. D. Sims. 

Agents' Representatives 
Messrs. C. J. Ward, A.A.A. and H. W. Newton. 

Members of the Board of Management 
Messrs. P. Malloch, M.B.E. (Chairman), J. H. Gordon, 

L. B. O'Donnell, H. H. Goodman, L. G. Cameron, A. G. 
Watt, R. M. Simes ·and H. H. Stone. ' 

Officials in Attendance 
The General Secretary, the Head Office Accountant, 

the Publicity Officer. 
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Official Visitors 
Messis. J. Craig, E. J. Casey, W. B. Rawson, J. Henshil

wood, F. G. Lloyd, J. S. Cutler, F. R .. Messenger, H. A. 
Newland, C. F. Carey, L. R. Stephens, F. C. Tripney, 
J. V. Seekamp, H. D. Howie, O.B.E., A. E. Hazel, W. J. 
Pillar, W. B. Beal, H. G. Furze, 0. A. Frederick, R. E. 
Seary. 

CHAIRMAN 
For the fourth successive year, Cr. J. ·R. Gordon was 

elected Federal Council Chairman. In his opening address 
Cr. Gordon said: "Thank you for honouring me in the 
election of Chairman of the Federal Council again this 
year. I am appreciative of the continued confidence that 
you have shown in me. There is an unusually long 
agenda before us to-day, so I will just refer to one 
or . two matters which have been placed before me. 
Although we have the benefit of an extra day, I would 
ask for your co-operation in observing the rules of 
debate to ensure that our proceedings will run smoothly 
in that atmosphere of harmony· and consideration for 
each other's problems. 

"I would like to extend a welcome to all the delegates 
here to-day. In holding Federal Council in Mildura 
this year, it is more than pleasing to give you this 
welcome. The number of visitors who are around the 
room to-day is an indication of the interest shown in 
the Association's affairs, for while the delegates will be 
reporting to their Branches, the visitors can do much in 
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their own way to convey the decisions of the discussions 
of this Association to a wider field of growers. 

"It is with regret that I have to tell you that the 
Minister for Commerce could not accept the -invitation 
to address this Council on the third day. Mr. McEwen 
has advised that, due to ill health, he has been granted 
a month's leave from Ministerial duties. I am sUre that 
our best wishes for his return to good health goes to 
him from you all. Invitations were extended to those 
Federal members who represent producing areas to be 
present at this conference. With the Industry entering 
a period of tremendous importance to its stability and 
welfare, particularly in respect of marketing and prices, 
these gentlemen should be kept acquainted with its deve
lopment, and the addresses which will be given to the 
Council on the third day will not only be informative, 
but are emphatic in the difficulties and problems which 
the Industry will encounter. Our Parliamentary repre
sentatives must therefore be fully advised. Mr. Turnbull 
advises that if Parliament rises on Thursday afternoon 
he will fly oVer to be with us. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Downer has a previous appointment. It is hoped that 
Mr. Clark and Mr. Leslie will be able to be present." 

COMMITTEES APPOINTED 
Resolution Revision: Messrs. L. B. O'Donnell (con

vener), E. N. Seary and W·. J. Kirwin. 
Press: Mr. J. H. Gordon (convener); the General Sec

retary. 
Finance: Mr. R. M. Simes (Bohrd representative and 

convener), and Messrs. J. V. Foot (Bal'mera), R. H. Cul'
ren (Berri), F. R. Francis (Waikerie, Cadell), E. N. 
Seary (Henmark), A. B. Busbridge (Loxton), J. R. Little 
(Bungunyah-Koraleigh, Goodnight), W. L. Allnatt 
.(Woorinen, Lake· Boga and Tresco), J. W. A. McGregor 
(Nyah), J. W. Bailey (Coomealla, Gol Gol and district), 
J. B. Primmer (Curlwaa), A. Rawlings (Merbein), N. A. 
Johnson (Mildura), F. T. Hand (Red Clift's), J. W. Man
chester (Young and M.I.A. Branches), D. Trescowthick 
(Angaston, Clare), R. F. Trott (McLaren Flat, S.A. Prune 
Growers' Association), C. A. Sharman (Western Aus
tralia), A. G. Lawson (Robinvale); C. E. M. Tonkin 
(Kingston, Moorook, Mypolonga, Pyap). 

A motion that the Finance Committee of Federal Coun
cil be elected on the basis of five members from Victoria, 
three from South Australia, two from New South Wales, 
and one from- Western Australia, plus Board of Manage
ment :representatives was lost. 

Grade Fixing: The following A.D.F.A. representatives 
were elected for appointment to the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Grade Fixing Committee for Vine Fruits-Messrs. 
S. V. Nice, A. McCrae, W. G. Malloch, H. H. Stone, W. 
M.- Symons and C. J. Ward. In view of the different con
ditions in Western Australia for grading Currants the 
Department of Commerce is to be asked to fonn a local 
Grade Fixing Committee and that Messrs. A. G. Wa-tt, 
J. Lowes and J. Duff be appointed as A.D.E.A. repre
sentatives. Mr. J. Craig subsequently was substituted for 
Mr. Lowes. 

Appointments to the Tree Fruits Grading Conimittee 
were Messrs. H. R. Andison, N. ·Dyer, D. Farmer, A. L. 
Zimmerman, C. J. Ward, H. W. Newton and E. P. 
Shepherd. 

Tree Fruits: Messrs. C. J. Ward, H. W. Newton, J. R. 
Jemison, D. E. Barry Wood, J. W. Manchester, R. F. 
Trott, with Mr. P. ·Malloch, M.B.E. (Chairman ex officio). 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT ELECTIONS 
The following were re-elected as members of the Boal'd 

of Management for two years: 
Messrs. H. H. Goodman and L. G. Cameron (Vic

toria), H. H. Stone (South Australia) and A. G. Watt 
(Western Australia). 
All members expressed their appreciation for re"

election to Council. 
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Mr. C. A. Sharman and Mr. Watt having been nominated 
for the Western Australia vacancy a ballot was held on 
the second day. In accordance with the Constitution the 
Council Chairman acted as Returning Officer. Messrs. E. 
J. Casey and E. E. Lloyd were appointed scrutineers. 

DECISIONS MADE 
In addition to the more outstanding matters which are 

re'ported elsewhere in this issue a number of important 
decisions were reached. 

Growers' Representation 
The Constitution was altered so that any Grower may 

appoint any person (not necessarily a Grower) to ·repre
sent him at any meeting of the members of his Branch. 
Such appointee shall be entitled to notice of meetings, 
and to attend and vote thereat until -his appointment is 
revoked by the appointing Grower or by the Executive 
of .the Branch. 

"Any such appointment shllll be effected by notice in 
writing under the hand of the appointing Grower\ ad
dressed to the President (or Chairman) or the Secretary 
of the Branch concerned, and shall not be effective until 
accepted by the Executive of the Branch. 

"Revocation of such appointment shall be as follows:
(i) automatically, on the death of the appointing 

Grower; 
(ii) revocation by the ~ppointing Grower shall be 

effected by notice in writing under his hand 
addressed to the President (or Chairman) or the 
Secretary of the Branch concerned; 

(iii) revocation by the Executive of the Branch shall 
be by resolution of the Executive and conveyed 
in writing, signed by the Branch's President (or 
Chairman) and Secretary to both the appointing 
Grower and the appointee. It shall not be incum
bent on. the Executive of the Branch to give any 

·reason whatsoever for revocation. 
"Any person so appointed shall be eligible to hold 

office in his Branch, and to act as a Growers' representa
tive, Branch representative or representative of a Dis
trict Council at any meetings of a DiBtrict Council, State 
Conference Ol' Fed·eral Council as if he himself were a 
Grower." 

Nominations for Board of Management 
An alteration to the method was made so that nomina

tions for the Board of 'Management A.D.F.A. now close 
with the General Secretary twenty-one days before the 
day of. election. Names, addresses and occupations of 
candidates are to be forwarded to Federal Council dele
gates within seven (7) days of the closing of nomina-
tions. In the event of circumstances which may result in 
cancellation of a noillination under the above conditions, 
Federal Council may accept nominations on the first day 
of Council meeting·. The election for members of the 
Board of Management will be held on the last day of the 
Council meeting. 

Agents' Representatives 
Agents are entitled to nominate two representatives to 

Fede~ral Council, and unless otherwise arranged shall meet 
just prior to the commencement of the Annual General 
Meeting for 'the purpose of nominating· their representa
tives. Fede1·al Council shall appoint repreSentatives, 
having· due regard to the nominations received but not 
necessarily being bound by them. 

Fruit Receipts 
The wording on receipts has been standardised and 

every A.D.F.A. Packing House shall state -on every receipt 
for Growers' fruit ''For packing and sale in accordance 
with and subject to all A.D.F.A. Rules and Regulations. 
Under no circumstances is consignor entitled to withdraw 
such fruit from A.D.F.A. control." 
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Social Services for Growers 

Messrs. Duff and Sharman, of Western Australia, spoke 
of the fact that an invalid Grower was dflbarred from 
Social Service benefits. Mr. Duff said: "A submission 
was made by a Grower in our State who has been pro
ducing there for a considerable number of years. This 
man reaTed a family of six kiddies. How he did it on 
Dried Fruits, I don't know, but, although only a com
paTatively young man, unfortunately his health has broken 
down. He has not worked for eight months, but the meTe 
fact of him owning a property precludes him from obtain
ing any social seTvices assistance whatsoever. He has made 
many calls to the Social Services Department, an:d because 
he can't prove at this stage a loss of income, this man, his 
wife and one child are debarred from any social service 
payments. This position doesn't only apply to Dried Fruits 
Growers. It applies to all primmy producers, and I feel, 
gentlemen, that our Association should co-operate with 
other primary producer organisations in an attempt to 
have this iniquitous clause of the Social Services Act re
pealed and a little more justice given. This Grower I have 
mentioned has through the years contributed towards 
Social Services, but when he is placed in the unfortunate 
position of wanting benefits, the mere fact that he is a 
property owner debars him from obtaining any assistance. 
It is an injustice, and I feel that the Board of Manage
ment could approach the Federal Treasurer, together 
with other organisations interested in the primary 
producer, and we may eventually get some relief in this 
matter. 

Council unanimously agr-eed that the Federal Treasurer 
be approached to review Social Services so as to apply 
to primary producers. 

Rules and Regulations 
of The A.D-.F .A. are to be reprinted. 

Nursery Stocks 
The Board of _Management are to ask that the matter 

of strict supervision of nursery stocks and the propaga
tion of the correct types be the subject of an enquiry by 
the State Departments of Agriculture. That all necessat·y 
steps be taken to ·endeavour to enforce registration of all 
nurseries. 

Interstate Shipments 
The Board of Management are to examine the eff-ect O"'l 

the Industry- of not shipping Dried Fruits from the eastern 
States to Western Australia, having regard to the un
economic cross shipment of fruit. 

Majority Voting 
Considerable discussion took place on simple and 

majority forms of voting·. Present procedur·e, as laid' down 
by the Constitution, is for a two-thirds majority. A motion 
for an alteration to a simple majority basis was defeated. 

To overcome fears that a sfmple 111ajority on all de
cisions by Federal Council might not be in the best 
interests of the Association or the Industry, Mr. L. G. 
Cameron gave the following Notice of Motion: · 

(a) That no alterations to the Rules, Regulations and 
Practices of the Association apply unless carri-ed 
by two-thirds of the members of Council present; 

(b) That all other decisions of Council in ordinary or 
special _meetings be made on a basis of simple 
majority of those voting. 

Federal Council 1954 will d-eal with tP,e motion, 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT REPORT TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 
Year's Activities Reviewed by Board Chairman 

Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E., Chairnian of the Board of 
Management, s~pmitted the following report: 

CROP REPORT. 
Season 1953. It is gratifying to note that total pro

duction of Dried Vine Fruits this season, though some 
7000 tons less than the 1944 record, is the best since 
that year; Sultanas and Lexias have, in fact, exceeded 
their 1-944 packs. Latest estimates show that the final 
pack should now approximate to 97,000 tons, consisting 
of 16,200 tons of Currants, 69,600 tons of Sultanas, and 
11,200 tons of Lexias. While good gTowing and har
vesting conditions were responsible for some of the 
increase~ the higher pack may, to an appreciable extent 
in South Australia, be attributed to a reduced demand 
by wineries for fresh drying variety grapes. 

The Dried Tree Fruits harvest reflects a welcome 
increase in Apricots from 617 tons last year to 881 
tons. It is, however, still short of the production of 
over 1000 tons for each of the Seasons 1949 and 1950, 
or of the record of 2147 tons in 1938. The competition 
from jam makers and canners, and to a lesser extent the 
glace fruit processors, is still a factor in retarding high 
production. The tonnages· of Peaches and Nectarines 
rose slightly this season, but Pears were lower than last 
year. 

Prunes showed a heavy crop at 3175 tons, being only 
some 400 tons short of the record harvest of 1937. 

Season 1954. In recent years, due to the Industry's 
experiences of a cycle of adverse seasons, there has 
been an understandable reticence to forecast the coming 
season's prospects, and consequently expectations of 
anotheT good season are tempered with the knowledge 
that our first duty is to successfully harvest and dry· 
the coming Cl'Op. Given normal conditions from now 
until the crop is taken off, the bud examination by the 

C.S.I.R.O. Research Station at Merbein indicates that 
the 1954 harVest will not reach that of 1953. Recent 
rains have involved growers in a heavy spraying 
programme to combat Black Spot, and it is hoped that by 
such action, combined with the use of new organic 
sprays which give a high incidence of protection, normal 
production will not be retarded. Frost damage ·this 
season has not been serious. 

PRODUCTION. 
Supplies. With the exception of iron and cement, 

availability has now reached a point where it is no 
longer one of cencern to growers and packing houses. 
Cost of materials is now the main worry, and this is, 
indeed, a matter of great concern in controlling costs 
of production, processing and packing. 

Extra Plantings. The Industry continues to be greatly 
concerned with any expansion beyond its economic 
capacity. The views of the Board of Management, con
veyed to the Bureau of Agricultm'al Economics as 
reported to last year's Federal Council, the considerable-. 
correspondence with the Federal Minister for Commerce 
and Agriculture, and the issue of another booklet sur
veying the World economy of the Dried Fruits Industry 
and consumer demand have achieved nothin·g in varying 
the Australian Agricultural Council's recommendation 
to increase total plantings by 12,800 acres, which, with 
projected private plantings, would res"Qlt in an expansion 
of nearly 14,000 acres, It cannot be .foreseen that the pro
duction from this acreage, all of which must be exported 
to competitive markets, can be sold at economic prices in 
the face of world over-production. If the recommenda
tions of the Australian Agricultural Council are put into 
effect by the appropriate State governments, the future 
of the_ Industry is one of great peril. With increasing 
competition, both in Tespect to disposal of our surplus 
pack and world parity prices, particularly in the United 
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Kingdom, where the a,dvantages of the government bulk 
buying scheme are no longer available, it is hoped that 
future expansion will be closely and realistically tied 
to the Industry's capacity to economically survive. If, 
however, rosy optimism persists in the face of obvious 
facts then the governments concerned must understand 
that the responsibility for the welfare of the thousands 
of Dried Fruits growers rests with them and that, as 
a right, those growers will expect to be financially sub
sidised to the extent that they are , able to maintain a 
reasonable standard of living· for themselves, their wives, 
their families and the great army of_ workers who are 
dependent on the Industry. 

Your Board intend to continue its warnings to all 
concerned of the dangers which will arise from over
production, and will not hesitate, to repeat again and 
again to the appropriate governments that decisions by 
them to expand the Industry beyond its economic capac
ity must carry with them the responsibility of not only 
guaranteeing growers their costs of production, but also 
guaranteeing market outlets at payable prices. 

There is n.o desire by the Industry to make it a close 
preserve for present gTowers, but the Industry holds 
the strong opinion that the livelihood of those growers 
(many of whom are ex-servicemen), and the soldier 
settlers who are now entering the Industry under 

1 
the 

War Service Land Settlement Scheme, must be protected. 

Mid-Murray Valley. Two years ago the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics advocated the formation of a 
joint committee consisting of representatives of the 
Commonwealth, Victorian and New South Wales govern
ments and The A.D.F.A. to examine the economy of the 
Mid-Murray Valley area. A committee has been formed 
to-

( a) report upon 
rehabilitate 
ments; 

the action which should be taken to· 
the Mid-Murray Irrigation Settle-

WHY P.AY 

(b) 

(c) 

classify the existing holdings and to detel'nline 
the changes which should be made in the form 
of production and in production methods; and to 
report to the Governments concerned on the 
financial implications of these changes and 
whether the present advisory services are ade
quate and any changes that should be made. 

Mr. D. W. Cockroft, of Woorinen, has been accepted 
as the Association's representative on that committee. 

Sub-standard fruit for distillation. With the benefit 
of a good vintage this year, coupled with a reduced con
sumption of wine and the high excise duties on spirit, 
not only has there been a considerable drop in the 
qu.antity of fresh drying variety grapes diverted to the 
Wine Industry this season, but there has been a marked 
reluctance by some wineries to take sub-standard Dried 
Vine Fruits to the extent that approaches have been 
made to the Federal Minister for Customs to withhold 
permission for such Dried Fruits to be used for distil
lation. While it is pleasing to record that following 
representations which were made by your Board to tp_e 
Minister, ha.- finally gave the requisite permission in 
accordance with the regulations of the Excise Act, it is 
indeed disquieting to know that the natural outlet for 
this class of Dried Fruits was in jeopardy this year. 

It would have been a rank injustice and one of com
plete inequity if Dried Fruit growers had been denied 
the right they have enjoyed for :fifty years of selling 
their low grade fruit to the distilleries, particularly as 
some distilleries were willing to purchase. Furthermore, 
the withholding of permission this season would 
undoubtedly have meant the purchase by the Wine 
Industry of an increased quantity of fresh drying grapes 
next year, which would have taken the place of sub
standard- fruit then available. 

It would seem that recognition n1Ust be given to the 
distilleries being the ,only outlet for low grade fruit, 
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and that it should not be necessary to obtain permission 
each year from· the Minister. The disposal to and acqui
sition by distilleries of low grade fruit should be 
regarded as a routine function of the Dried Fruits and 
Wine Industries. · 

PROCESSING. 

Grade Fixing. During the year discuSsions took place 
with the Department of Commerce and Agriculture. and 
the State Dried Fruits Boards concerning the method 
of fixing grade standards, and as a result it was agreed-

( a) That The A.D.F.A. should have increased repre
sentation to the extent of five voting members 
and one· agents' non-voting representative; 

(b) that growers should be encouraged to make early 
deliveries of fruit so that a wider· number of 
Samples would be available; and 

(c) that the Department would arrange for the 
speedy distribution of samples. 

To avoid confusion wi-th The A.D.F.A. Grade Fixing 
Committee it was arranged that the composite com
mittee shall be known as the "Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Grade Fixing Committee" and should consist of 
a non-voting convener nominated by the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board, three members of the Depart
ment of Commerce, one member each from the Victorian, 
South- Australian and New South Wales Dried Fruits 
Boards, and five voting members and one non-voting 
member of The A.D.F.A. 

In consequence your Board will recommend to this 
Federal Council that it only appoint The A.D.F.A. 
representatives to the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Grade 
Fixing Committee and permit the Packers' Associations 
of Mid-Murray and South Australia to appoint their 
local "matching" committees. 

As a means of assisting the Grade Fixing Committee, 
your Board's enjoinment to growers in the October
December, 1952, issue of the ·"News" to mak~ early 
deliveries of fruit prOved successful, and an adequate 
range of samples was secured for grade fixing. 

M.F. Currants. The opinion has been expressed by· 
the State Dried Fruits Boards that this grade of fruit 
should be sold only for manufacturing purposes, and 
not be available ~or retail sale. The Board expressed 
approval of the proposal by the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board that a new (Plain) grade _be allowed, lower than 
1-crown grade, which would incorporate the- better 
quality fruit now graded into M.F., and that the M.F. 
grade would then be a grade for manufacturing pur
poses only, to be sold at a price consistent with quality. 
The views of the Association have been conveyed to the 
State Boar.ds, and further developments are now 
awaited. 

Fibreboard Boxes.-Packing houses have this season 
continued their experiments with this type of container 
fort!shipping fruit td Commonwealth ports and the 
Uni ed Kingdom. Although some degree of success 
has been achieved by the manufacturers in. designing 
a container which will meet the requirements of the 
Industry, the problem of stacking as high as can be 
obtained with wooden cases has· not yet been solved. 
Shipments to Commonwealth ports and to the United 
Kingdom have reached their destinations in a condition 
equal to that of wooden cases under the most favourable 
stowing conditions, but the reluctance of overseas ship-· 
ping companies to give clean receipts for consignments 
may preclude the use of the fibreboard box for export. 
With the fibreboard container holding only 35 lbs., as 
against the 56-60 lbs. of the wooden case, the cost 
factor must be carefully considered, and indications 
are tha,t the continued use of the wooden cases is 
favoured, especially as its price has been coining down. 

Sulphur content of Tree Fruits. Following represen
tations made by the Dried ·Fruits Processing Committee, 
the health authority in each State has agreed to increase 
the maximum permissible limit of sulphur dioxide-to 21 
grains per lb. of Dried Fru~t. This move is one which 
has long been advocated by the Association. 
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-RESEARCH. 

Production. The work being carried out by the 
C.S.I.R.O. Station at Merbein and the various State 
Departments of Agriculture continu~s to benefit the 
Industry. The researches into the use of more effective 
sprays to combat Black Spot and tlie develoPment of 
hormones which may replace the present method of 
cincturing Currants are cases in point. The continua
tion by the Research Station of its studies into the 
maturation of Sultanas is strongly supported. 

In recent months your Board have given consideration 
to the need for an effective extension field service. It 
is felt that the State Departments of Agriculture, who 
have already .given helpful aid to growers, should be 
responsible for field service, and the Mildura District 
Council A.D.F.A. has been deputed to further plans 
in this regard. 

Prevention of damage through frost has been strongly 
supported by the Board, and offers of an advallce of 
£300 each have been made on certain terms to the Berri
Barmera and Red Cliffs-Cardross Frost Clubs towards 
the cost of installing experimental "Jetom" wind 
machines invented by Mr. Fred Redlich, of Melbourne. 
The HJetom" machine has already met with some success 
at Doncaster (Vic.) and Tocumwal (N.S.W.). The 
Berri-Barmera Frost Club has installed its machine on a 
grower's property (the grower having agreed to pur
chase the machine if it proves effective), but the inci
dence of frost this year has been such that tests could 
not be effectively measured. The S.A. Department of 
Agriculture and the C.S.I.R.O. Section of Meterological 
Physics have offered to assist with the tests. Due to 
problems of power availability, the Red. Cliffs-Cardoss 
Frost Club have not yet made an installation, and Mr. 
Redlich has been asked to modify his device so that it 
may be driven by a tractor or a stationary engine. 

Following on requests made at Federal Council, 1951, 
that steps be taken to combat gummosis in Apricots, 
representations were made to the S.A. Minister of Agri
culture by local A.D.F.A. and other interests for the 
appointment of a full-time research officer. It was 
pleasing to 18arn last February that Mr. M. V. Carter, 
oJ C.S.I.RO., Canberra, had been appointed for this 
Work by the Waite· Research Institute. 

Processing. The prototype washing and drying 
machine is still in the process of development by the 
C.S.I.R.O. Experimental Workshops at Maribyrnong. 
Effective methods of washing have been evolved, but 
difficulty is still being experienced in rapidly drying the 
fruit. Research is now being concentrated on develop
ing a centrifugal dryer. To date £2000 has been con
tributed in equal parts by The A.D.F.A., and the various 
Packers' Associations, and an interim report, recently 
received, has been circulated to The A.D.F.A. Research 
Committee for examination. 

It is felt that this work must continue, for it is espe
cially necessary that the cleanliness of Australian Dried 
Fruits compares more than favourably with that of other 
producing countries. While the evolution of a suitable 
machine has proved, and may continue to prove, costly, 
its successful deyelopment will prove of inestimable 
value to the Industry. 

The absence of foreign magnetic matter in fruit has 
improved considerably wherever permanent magnets 
have been installed. It is hoped that in the next few 
years these magnets will be standard equipment in all 
packing houses. 

The elimination of stones is another problem which 
is receiving attention. Some success has been achieved 
with a machine invented by Mr. J. Fitzpatrick, of Mil
dura, and its further development may result in solving 
this extremely difficult problem. 

Mr. E. C. Orton has been appointed to The A.D.F.A. 
Research Committee, and Mr. W. V. Ford has accepted 
the Deputy Chairmanship. 
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PRICES. 

Commonwealth market. Prices of Currants and Sul
tanas for Season 1953 were increased by the Board by 
ld. lb. over i;,_hose for the previous season. Lexias 
(except Seedless), Seeded Raisins and cost of pac1{ing 
all varieties into cartons were maintained at Season 
1952 levels, Seedless Lexias were reduced by ld. lb. 
at the beginning of the season, and by a further l~d. 
lb. on 11th November last. In view of the increases in 
interstate shipping freights during the previous season, 
differentials for all ports were raised by ;!;d. lb. 

In making the foregoing decisions, the 
1
Board were 

aware that the 14% increase -in costs of production as 
independently ascertained by the Bureau , of Agricul
tural Economics justified a rise of 2d. per lb., but felt 
that careful consideration needed to be given to the 
effect on the general economic position of the manufac
turer and the retail consumer if more than 1d. per lb. 
on Currants and Sultanas was taken. In regard to 
Lexias and Seeded Raisins, the decision not to take an 
increase followed an interview by the Board with 
representatives of the Federal Dried Fruits Distributors' 
Association, when ample evidence was ·submitted that 
there had been a reduced consumption by manufacturers 
during 1952 of some 50.%. In view of ample availa
bility of Seeded Raisins for the Commonwealth market, 
it was considered that an increase in retail prices would 
create consumer resistance, and would militate against 
iilcreased sales. The unsatisfactory volume of sales 
during the season has confirmed this viewpoint. 

In August last the Board found that, due to the large 
quantity of M.F. Currants in the pack and the demand 
by Australian manufacturers for fruit in the crown 
grades, sales could not be made at listed prices, and 
thev decided that in order to avoid the possibility of a 
carryover of unsold M.F. Currants at the end of the 
season the price should be reduced forthwith by 2ad. 
lb. for offer to manufacturers only until the 30th Sep
tember. Despite this attraction and· the fact that some 
sales have been made to the United Kingdom, appreci
able stocks remain unsold, and accordingly the offer to 
Australian manufacturers has now been extended to 
the end of this season. 

The danger of having to carry from one season into 
the next season unsold stocks of M.F. Currants is 
apparent, and the need therefore exists, through ail 
adequate extension service, for growers to improve the 
quality of their fruit. With this end in view, forth
coming issues of the "News" will carry advice and 
guidance on correct horticultural practice to help 
growers. 

In respect to Tree Fruits prices for the season were 
generally maintained at previous season's levels, but 
whole fruit was difficult to shift. It will be remem
bered that Whole Peaches were reduced in price in 
1952, due to unsold stocks, and it was felt at the begin
ning of this season that ,the need for A.D.F.A. control 
no longer existed, with the result that this fruit was 
delisted, and the fruit is now being sold "at best." 
Similar action was taken in respect to Whole HPlain" 
Apricots in April last, and uPlain" Nectarines on 9th 
November, 1953. 

·The heavy crop of Prunes this season, a large pro
portion of which was in the smaller fruit, was reflected 
in a slowing up of sales, with the result that your Board 
decided to reduce by 6d. per lb. the higher counts of 
100/120's and Smalls. 

In an effort to stimulate, or at least retain, the 
ex-port market for fruit cake, plum puddings and fruit 
mince, vour Board, in common with suppliers of other 
basic commodities, gave generous price concessions to 
A.D.F.A. manufacturers, and will approve the following 
rebates on submission of evidence of export of the manu
factUred goods for Season 1953 only:-

Currants and Sultanas; 2d. lb. net. 
Lexias; 1d. lb. net. 

It is. doubtful whether the total concessions granted 
have resulted in, any stimulation whatsoever. This 
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market, which was developed as a result of abnormal 
post-war trading, is virtually closed through the high 
prices for the Australian articles, the vast distances\ 
between Australia and the consuming markets, and com-~ 
petition from manufacturers more advantageously 
located. 

In all it may be stated that the prices at which Dried 
Fruits may be sold on the Commonwealth market have 
reached their peak. With the exception of Dried Tree 
Fruits, where lack of supplies maintains existing prices, 
adequacy of stocks has created greater purchasing 
discrimination, and future sales must depend on sup
_plving ·a clean, good quality article within the purchas
ing range of the consumer. 

Overseas Markets. It is a matter of regret to record 
that a reduction in price was experienced in the United 
Kingdom for Season 1953. Negotiations with the 
British Ministry of Food were assiduously promoted by 
representatives of the Export Control Board in con
junction with officials of the Commonwealth Govern
ment, and, despite the submission of costs of production 
compiled by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
which warranted a higher price, or at least a retention 
of the previous season's prices, the following reductions 
were incurred:-
1 crown and 2 crown Currants . . . . £A3/2/6 per ton 
All gTades of Sultanas and Lexias £A5/12/6 per ton 

3 crown Currants were maintained at the same price 
as the previous season, and 4 crown Currants earned a 
pleasing increase of £A3/2/6 per ton. 

In respect to other overseas markets it is learned 
from the Export Control Board that the following reduc
tions from 1952 applied:-

Sultanas-£A5 per ton in Canada. 
Lexias-£A9 per ton in New Zealand. A£17/10/- to 

£A22/10/- per ton for 4 croWn and bulk fruit respec-
tively in Canada. . 

Gerierally Season 1953 was one of reduced price levels 
in overseas markets. This may be attributed to in
creased world production, the undermining influence 
of the U.S. policy of export,subsidisation, and the retul'n 
to a buyer's market. It is difficult to portend the future 
trend of price .levels, particularly with a return to the 
pre-war open marketing. methods in the United King
dom as a result of the British Government's decision 
to abandon the system of bulk buying and to decontrol 
the purchase and sale of Dried Fruits. A report made 
available to the Board by the Chairman of the Export 
Control Board indicates that the downward trend of 
prices on export markets is continuing. Sales in all 
markets will depend more than ever on the supply of 
quality fruit which will compare favourably with that 
of other producing countries. 

At the last Federal Council certain questions were 
asked regarding the prices obtained by Australia and 
other producing countries on the United. Kingdom mar
ket during 1951 and 1952, and based on figures com
piled by the Senior Trade Commissioner in London, and 
obtained from the Export Control Board, the following 
margins will show that in competition with other pfo
ducing countries Australia enjoyed the highest landed 
cost returns in sterling values. 
Currants-1952: £4/8/4 per ton higher than Greece, 
Sultanas-1951: £7/10/- per ton higher than Greece; 

£13/15/- hig·her than Persia; £9/16/8 
higher than Turkey, and £28/13/4 
higher than U.S.A. 

1952: £9/11/8 per ton hig·her than Turkey 
and £29/11/8 higher than U.S.A. 

Lexias-- 1951: £39/10/- per ton higher than Cyprus; 
£6/3/4 higher than South Africa, and 
£7 higher than Spain. In 1952 Aus~ 
tralia did not export Lexias to the 
United Kingdom. 

Only in Currants for 1951 did Australia lose its para-· 
mount -position, when Greece gained a premium of 
£7/10/- per ton. 
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With the exception of limited quantities of Apricots, 
no exports of Dried Tree Fruits were_ made during 1953, 
for it was the policy of your Board, if!. view of the rela
tively small tonnage available, to first cater for the home 
mar;ket. 

Prunes, on the other hand, were offered with average 
success early in the season, and to stimulate sales on 
the New Zealand market for the smaller fruit, it was 
found necessary to reduce prices for 60/70's and higher 
counts by 2d. per lb. It is pleasing to note that a welu 
come demarid came from the United Kingdom, and with
out curtailing supplies for- the home market, the fullest 
possi.ble advantage was taken of this demand. 

Your Board views with concern the Continued increase 
in production costs, es_pecially the heavy rises in water 
rates and rail freights. These, and other increases •. 
must haVe an effect on costs of production for Season 
1954. This is of particular concern at a time when 
p~ices are fall-ing. 

demand was unknown to them. Furthermore, the 
unsold stocks in the hands of these distributors at 
the end of 1952 was much lower than at the end 
of either Seasons 1950 or 1951. 

In addition to the Board's enquiries, an incomplete 
examination of ships' manifests was made by local 
A.D.F.A. interests in Western Australia. Due to its 
incompleteness, this examination· proved of little assis~ 
tance. However, it was felt that the powers of the 
Western Australian Dried Fruits Board would permit 
them to make a complete examination of the manifests, 
and a request was accordingly made. It is noted with 
regret that the State Board has advised that the shipping 
companies are not prepared to permi,t their manifests 
to be examined, and that no power exists under the 
State Board's _Act to force- them to do so. It is under
stood that the State Board is -seeking powers of such 
examination by an amendment to the Act, but that will 
be of no help in tracing the alleged transaction in 1952. 

Despite the inability of the State Board to examine 
the manifests, Mr. A. G. Watt has personally obtained 

Currants in Western Australia. O_ne of the most within the last few days details of imports of Currants 
during 1952. These figures show that only 30~ tons 

important matters which the Board had to deal with (A.D.F.A. and non-A.D.F.A. interests inclusive) came 
during the year was the complaint ·from Western Aus- into Western Australia from Eastern States. This is 
tralian growers that 200 tons of Currants had been normal trading tonnage. It is now clear that the· alleged 
secured by non-Association interests from Eastern States transaction never took place. The Western Australian 
and sold in Western Aust:i-alia, to the detriment of sales Branch is now asked to a.ccept the Board's comprehen
of locally produced fruit. Despite some complaints sive report on its enquiries, and these observations as 
from Western Australian growers that your: Board had an indication of the unremitting and exhaustive inves
not treated the enquiry with the importance it deserved, tigations made. 

MARKETING. 

,it mav be stated quite plainly that the Board regarded 
the rnatter as. a serious one, and has undertaken: compre- Commonwealth Market. In respect to the home mar
hensive and most extensive investigations since last ket generally, net consumption is annroximately that 
Federal Council to trace the sources of supply. As a of last year, for although tonnages of Currants and Sul
resul~t of the full enquiries made, it is the firm belief of tanas have improved, the demand for Seeded Raisins 
the Board that the Currants in question were never has dropped heavily. According to the trade, the reason 
imported. into _Western Australia, and that the state- for the drop is one of price. 
ment made at a meeting of growers at Herne Hill in This year has been one of decided concentration on 
September, 1952, that the fruit reached Perth and was the consumptive capacity of the home market, and all 
sold, is untrue. The Board reaches this conclusion as reports received show that the retail trade is carrying 
a result of the f-Ollowing enquiries:- adequate stocks. Complaints received during the year 

1. Every A.D.F.A. agent, distributor and manufac- of shortages have in all cases been investigated, and 
· turer in the Eastern States was asked what fruit have been shown to relate to either Tree Fruits or those 

had been supplied to Western Australia during 1951 Dried Fruits not controlled by this Association. In 
and 1952. The quantities supplied were found to respect to Dried Vine Fruits, th~ complaints_ have not 
be those sold- in the normal course of trade. been substantiated. Wherever a retailer's name has 

A been given an enquiry has been made at once, and your 
2. Non- ssociation suppliers were asked to provide Board,· always eager to ensure that every consumer can 

-their sales. Again it was found that quantities· were purchase Dried Fruits, earnestly requests delegates, 
not beyond normal trading. their branches and growers generally to supply the name 

The quantities supplied in both 1 and 2 did not in of the grocer to Head Office when a complaint is-brought 
any way r~ach the figure of 200 tons. to notice. 

3. The Departments of the Army and the Navy, the With the need to develop the home mai:ket, your Board 
Deuartment of Supply, and the British War Office have, this year more than ever, maintained close liaison 
were specifically asked if any surplus supplies had with the distributors individually and through their 
been sold to or for Western Australian buyers. In associations. The distributors are eager to sell more 
all cas~s denials were received. fruit, your Board even more eager that they should do 

4. Based on details supplied in a statutory declaration so, and discussions have taken, and are still taking, place 
concerning the acquisition and sale. of the 200 tons, on the best and most economical means of improving 
the General Secretary, while in Perth in September, Commonwealth-wide distribution. 
1953, spent a number of days in interviewing the In accordance with the usual arrangement, distribu
alleged agent/broker and buyers named in the tors and manufacturers were recently requested to sub
declaration. The alleged agent/broker denied hav- mit their firm requirements for the rest of this season. 
ing handled any Dried Vine Fruits, as to do . so Last year these requirements were asked for ·at the 
woulrl have affect.ed their trade relations with 30th September, but this year the date was extended 
A.D.F.A. distributing houses in respect to other to the 31st October, as the trade considered Septembe1• 
lines, and the buyers denied having inade any pur- was too early to reasonably assess the home market's 
chases from or thrOugh the agent/broker, and are needs for the next six months. In submitting their firm 
prepared to make their records available for orders, the trade have been requested to ensure that 
inspection, adequate supplies are available to meet all demands 

5. An examination of the net consumption of Currants· until the ·advent of next season's fruit, but to guard 
, by the Western Australian retail market for Seasons against cal.'rying over unsold stocks which might affect 

1950-1952, as supplied by The A.D.F.A., shows next vear's sales, The assessment bv distributors of 
that it 1·emained reasonably constant at an average consumers' requiremei1ts has, this year, been particu
of 350 tons for the three seasons, and it would be larly difficult, for the trade reports buyers are purchas
difficult to accept the fact that the market co.uld ing on a: '1hand to mouth" basis. 
have absorbed an additional 200 tons in the latter It has been the custom to confer with the State Dried 
season without reflecting on the turnover of West- Fruits Boards at appropriate times during the season 
e1·n Australian distributors or that such a large to provide them with information which would assist in 
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setting State quotas. Opening' quotas were authorised 
following a meeting in April last, when estimates of 
the market's needs were given, and although it had been 
originally arranged for a second meeting to be held in 
October of each year to ascertain if the quotas should 
1Je amended, this was not possible this season as the 
firm ·orders of the trade did not close until the end of 
that month. Following on the special meeting of your 
Board on the 9th November last, when the firm orders 
of the home market were known, the various State 
.Boards were asked to reconsider the quotas for Currants 
and Sultanas with a view to raising them to 29.5 o/o 
and 16 o/o respectively of the pack.. The initial quota 
of 33% for· Lexias is still adequate to cover sales of a 
further 1400 tons--a figure which it is very doubtful 
will be achieved. 

Distributors could not again be supplied with their full 
needs· of Dried Tree Fruits this season, and to maintain 
equity of supply it was necessary to impose quotas once 
more. No quota was necessary, however, for Prunes, 
which were in good and full .supply, although the fruit 
available was gerterally in the smaller sizes. 

Overseas Markets. Your Board has not been unmind
ful of making available to the Export Control Board 
fruit which it considers would be surplus to home market 
needs. At every Board of Management meeting alloca
tions have been carefully watched so that offers to 
overseas markets could be made to the best advantage. 
The fact that it is not possible for Commonwealth dis
tributors to make their firm reouirements known before 
the 31st October necessitates withholding final alloca
tions tp the Export Control Board until ·very late in the 
season, with the possibility of last shipments of Aus
tralian fruit reaching the Unite9. Kingdom very. little 
earlier than the arrival of the new season's fruit from 
producing countries in the northern hemisphere. Your 
Board have, therefore, had to exercise the greatest care 
to retain full supplies for the Commonwealth yet to 
ensure that export tonnages, up to the limit of safety 
to the home market, are aVailable for earliest possible 
shipment. With open marketing on the United- Kingdom 
nqw operating,. the need to allocate surplus fruit for 
export as early as possible will be more important than 
ever. 

Appreciation must be expressed to the Australian 
Prime Minister for his successful opposition at the Lon
don conference this year· to any further reduction in 
the preferences granted by the United Kingdom, Canada 
and New Zealand on Dried Fruits produced within the 
Empire. There is_ no need to dwell on the dire effects 
on the Industry which a reduction in or abolition of 
Empire preference would have. Our goal is the recovery 
of the rates lost in 1947, and it is pleasing to know that 
despite the considerable extent of opposition to the 
principle of preference and the lukewarmness of some 
Empire countries to its retention, the strong case put 

forward by the Prime Minister has kept the .door open 
for further negotiations; 

PUBLICITY. 

The Sales Promotion Campaign. The effects of the 
Association's publicity campaign cannot yet be reason
ably ascertained. Much useful propaganda has been 
carried Out, and it was recognised when last year's 
Federal Council approved the campaign that results 
could not be measured on a short term basis. It will 
take some years to educate the consumer to regularly 
use Dried Vine Fruits as a means of almost daily diet, 
and the best that can be attributed to the campaign is 
that, with the higher prices taken this year a}ld the grow
ing consumer resistance caused by the high cost- of living, 
sales have at least been maintained. A cOmprehensive 
report on the publicity campaign will be submitted by 
the Board during this Conference,_ and the opportunity. 
will then be given for a tho.rough analytical debate -bv 
delegates. 

Dried Fruits Publicity Committee. It is pleasing to 
recall that the discussions which last year's Federal 
Council requested should take place with the· State Dried 
Fruits Boards' Publicity Committee to avoid any over
lapping in publicity activities were carried out with the 
greatest harmony and co-operation. The need for pub
licity to be undertaken by one organisation, both from 
the necessity to co-ordinate the numerous avenues to be 
followed and on the score of costs, became apparent, 
and as a result your Board could not, with justification, 
agree to the proposal that the Committee be subsidised 
from The A.D.F.A. publicitv funds to carry out certain 
defined activities. The committee therefore decided to 
disband, and surplus assets· are now being realised. A 
record of appreciation must be made for the generous 
decision of the committee in giving to The A.D.F.A., 
at no cost, a large quantity of cookery books, showcards 
and literature. The value of this gift was in excess of 
£2000. The Association was given the first opportunity 
to purchase various items of enuipment, _and a number 
were bought. The committee co-operated verv closely 
in transferring to The A.D.F.A. the leaseholds of anum
ber of show sites and display cases, and assisted to the 
fullest extent in making the change-over a smooth one 
with no disorganisation in publicity activitieS whatsoever. 

The Board desire to express the thanks of the Asso
ciation to the Chairman and members of the Committee 
for their work over many years and its appreciation of 
the Committee's activities which, through fto reflection 
on its capabilities, have now ceased. 

Liaison· with Growers. Board members paid a number 
of visits to Branches (including Western Australia) 
during the year. Growers generally expressed appre
ciation at the meetings for the helpful information given. 
Your Board plan that these visits shall be undertaken 
regularly in the future. 

Red Cliffs Co-operative Packing Co. ltd. 
BOX 139 RED CLIFFS FITZROY AVENUE 

Includes m its ActiVities and Services .. 
0 Dried Fruit and Citrus Packing 
• Block Services and Harvest Requirements 
• Garage - Lubritorium - Hardware Electrical Services 
• Engineering Services 
• Real Estate, Business Agents 
0 Insurance - Fire, Life, etc. 

l 
• Financing Production Costs 

' _· ·-----------------------·---0--w_n_e_d __ a•n·-d--C_o_n_'_'o_l,l·e-d __ b_y._R-.ed_.C __ li_ff_, __ G_t_o_w_e_''_, ___________________________ , ___ , GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST -
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The "News" continues to give good service, and dur
ing the year special attention has been given to horti
cultural practice and research. It may be claimed that 
no other primary producing organisation provides such 
a wide range of information for its members. Costs of 
producing the HNews" are, unfortunately, high, and to 
partially offset them the Board recently increased adver
tising rates · quite considerably and appointed a repre
sentative to secure advertisements of a type appropriate 
to the Industry. 

TAXATION. 
Pay RoU Tax. It is extremely gratifying to learn 

that the Association's submission to the Federal Trea
surer, as one of the many· requeStS made by all sections 
of employers, has, at last, resulted in a welcome allevia
tion of the tax, The increase in the statutory exemption 
from £1040 to £4160 per annum will place all but a 
small section of Dried Fruits growers beyond the reach 
of this tax. 

Income Tax. Another pleasing concession given to 
growers was the amendment to the Income Tax Acts 
which provides that taxpayers will not be penalised if 
their actual income for any taxation year exceeds the 
Taxation Department's provisional assessment by more 
than the 20% permissible limit. The penalty, however, 
still prevails if a taxpayer elects to ignore the Depart
ment's provisional assessment and assesses his own 
income, which is llt.ter found to exceed the permissible 
limit. The peculiar difficulties which Dried · Fruits 
growers would have encountered if their incomes had 
been provisionally assessed at the 31st March, when an 
appreciable margin of error in the taxable incomes was 
possible, resulting in a good many instance-s of the pay
ment qf penal tax, had much to do with the decision to 
amend the ACts to provide a more equitable method. 

H.M. THE QUEEN. 
On the occasiori of our beloved Queen's visit to Aus

'tralia, your Board felt that it would be the wish of all 
growers that,. as an expression of loyalty, the Association 
seek anuroval for Her Majesty to accept a gift of five 
tons of Dried Vine Fruits. As Royal precedent does 
riot permit the acceptance of gifts other than those 
having a nation-wide significance, it will not be possible 
for The A.D.F.A. to make the presentation when Her 
Majesty visits the Sunraysia district. Permission has, 
however, been received for the gift to be made as part 
of the loyal address of welcome to be given by the 
Returned Soldiers' League at Red Cliffs, and your Board 
are g-ratified that this opportunity has been granted. 

ADMINISTRATION. 
Packers' Delivery Receipts. It has been found that 

the conditions under which fruit delivered by growers 

is received by packing- houses _as stated on the receipt 
forms vary considerably, and in some instances do not 
conform to A.D.F.A. Rules and Regulations. To protect 
those growers who are loyal to the principles for which 
the Association stands your Board consider that. a stan
dard form of acceptance must be used by all packing 
houses, and delegates to this Council will be asked to 
amend the relevant rule with a satisfactory form of 
wording. 

Personalities in the Industry, It is with profound 
regret and a sense of great personal loss to us all that 
I mention the passing of our friend, John Scouler. The 
late Mr. Scouler was associated with the Industry for 
some 35 years, first as a Red Cliffs grower, but mainly 
as Secretary and Executive Member of the London 
agency of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board. Since 1928 he held this- position with great 
efficiency and with undoubted advantage to our Industrv. 
During the war years he was seconded to the British 
Ministry of Food as Dried Fruits Director. His work 
was rewarded by the late King with the honour of 
C.B.E. It is a matter of great regret that after so many 
years of service, which will long be remembered in the 
Industry, he was denied the opportunity of enjoying a 
retirement to Australia which he was about to take. 
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Mrs. Scouler in the 
loss of a fine man and husband. 

I would also record the deaths of M~. C. R. Delbridge, 
President of the South Australian Dried Fruits Distribu
tors' Association, who, through his understanding and 
co-operation, did much to promote the support of the 
distributors of that State, and Mr. H. S. Bickford, an 
ex-Chairman: of the Western Australian Dried Fruits 
Board, whose assjstance and support was always availab1e 
to the Industry and th'is Association. Our sympathy has 
already been conveyed to their widows. 

The Industry has also lost, through retirement, the 
services of Mr. R. A. Marx. As Secretary of the Com
monwealth Dried Fruits Control Board since its incep
tion, Mr. Marx acquired a wide knowledge of the Indus
try's export markets, and his administrative experience' 
has been beneficial in the important work of that Board. 
The best wishes of the Association are conveyed to him 
to enjoy a long and well-earned retirement. 

New Premises, With the start of the new year Head 
Office will move to new premises at Jeffcott Street, 
West Melbourne, in the building newly erected by 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. This move has 
been necessary· through staff increases· due to publicity, 
for the present premises are now inadequate, and 
cannot be extended. The new location will provide well 
lit and modern offices, and will' have the advantage of 
close proximity to the Association's Melbourne agents 
and to the Export Control Board. 

DISCUSSION BY DELEGATES 
Imports Into Western Australia 

Mr. Duff said: HThere is quite a long reference in 
the report to the impOrtation of Dried· Fruits into 
Western Australia, and I think it only fair that 
delegates assembled here to-day know a little more of 
the facts which lead up to the investigation by Mr. 
Curtis and our Board of Management. Some 18 mont<hs 
ago, Mr. Watt, as· Chairman of our local Branch, was 
present at a meeting of growers and stated that sales 
of Currants in Western Australia had fallen considerably 
In fact, I remember Mr. Watt's fears at the time that 
the importations were to the extent of ·40 per cent. of 
local sales. To our surprise and consternation, a Grower 
in the Swan Valley rose and told the meeting that, 
acting on behalf of a broker in Perth, he had sold a 
quantity of 200 tons of Currants to the trade in Western 
Australia and stated tihe price and conditions of the 
sale. That certainly concerned our Chairman and 
members of our committee. Action was thereupon taken, 
and an affidavit was sworn bY this gentleman to the 
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effect that he had definitely handled this fruit. You 
can realise, gentlemen, that he put the executive in 
W·estern Australia into a very difficult position to find, 
as we thought, that fruit was being imported into the 
West with freight charges added and sold to the detri
ment of the loca1Iy produced fruit. We did not let the 
matter rest and pursued it as far as possible, and the 
Board's report indicates the extent to whi-ch it has 
enquired into that alleged infringement of our selJing 
rules. 

This matter was referred to the Board of Manage
menU last year for we thought it advisable to b-ring it 
before them .rather than the Council. We received a 
very courteous listening from the Board of Manage
ment, and they also were astonished at the statements 
given. A }\lan naturally does not make a statutory 
declaration unless he has strong grounds to believ,e 
that there is some semblallce of trutih in it. We thought 
we had found a very big leakage. Enquiries have been 
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made right throughout the trade. In fact, the Western 
Australian delegates to last year's Federal Council were 
at the Board of Manag·ement meeting when Agents 
and Distributors w-ere .circulated and we saw the retm·ns 
coming in. I think at that time there was a leakage 
of some hundredweights of fruit. There was no such 
thing as a Jeakag'e of 200 ·tons. I would like to t1hank 
the members of the Board of Managem-ent who came 
to Western Australia some months ago and made such 
an extensive research into this matter, and for the report· 
circulated to the Western Australian Branch, cover
ing, I think, some nine or ten pages, and detailing the 
whole of the ramifications of the enquiry made in our 
State, That report wlhi'ch shows that '200' tons of 
fruit did not come into Western Australia, we must 
now acoept, but while the complaint has' casued a great 
deal of concern, I am pleased to note that through the 
enquiries made a new clause has been introduced into 
the conditions of the sale of fruit,, I feel, through 
that new clause, our Association has a better knowledge 
of the movements _of fruit before it finally reaches the 
retailer. On behalf of Western Australia I would like 
to express our appreciation to the Board of Management 
for the full report that has been furnished, and for 
the endeavours that they went to to try and find where 
this alleged 200 tons of fruit arrived from. We do takP
their assurance that the fruit did not anive, yet we 
are sttll somewhat perturbed that it may have arrived, 
and we are perturbed that fruit is still being imported 
into Western Australia. 

Processing Machinery 
Mr. Ford reported that the machinery is now at the 

Merhein Branch of the Mildura Co-operative Fruit Co. 
Ltd. The washer, rinser and centrifuge are being installed 
in the dehydrator section which is apart from the packing 
house. People sent up from C.S.LR.O. are now conn-ecting_ 
np the electricity and water and have completed the erec
tion of the elevator. It should not he very ;~ong before the 
protot:vpe is completed and ready for testing. Some 
fruit has been held at Merbein to put through priOl' 
to delivery of the new season's fruiU. 

Sales in the Commonwealth 
Messrs. Rawlings and Davey expressed confusion at 

the differences in the sales figures published in The 
A.D.F.A. statistics, and those held by the State Boards. 
The confusion seems to have arisen from the fact that 
The A.D.F.A. always adjusts annual sales figures to net 
consumption-that is, after allowing for the effect of 
carryover stocks, while State Board figures are actual 
deliveries for the year. 

The Board Chairman, the Genet·al Secretary, and Mr. 
C. J. Ward made the following explanations: 

Mr. Malloch: "There are substantial carry-overs from 
one year to another. One year 4000 tons. Our Common
wealth requirements are based on consumption figures. You 

need to add the catty~over from the previous year to 
the current year's sales and deduct the carry-over into 
the succeeding year, in order to arrive at tihe net con
sumption. The C·onsumption for 1953 will be equivalent to 
the consumption of 1952. 19,000 tons is the estimated 
consumption. You can't take the sales in a year without 
taking into account the carry-over figures, 

Mr. Curtis, explaining the system of securing informa
tion from distributors, said: "At the ,end of every season, 
merchants are entitled to payment of deferred discount. 
In order to obtain that deferred discount, they have to 
submit a statutory declaration to Head Office, that they 
have complied with the terms and conditions of sale. Until 
last season the statutory declaration also contained details 
of their handlings, but in order to facilitate the work of 
Head Office in authorising the payment of the deferred 
discounts it was arranged last season for Agents to send 
the actual sales made. Then directly I am satisfied 
that a merchant's statutory declaration has been cor
rectly completed and that all the terms and conditions 
of sale had been complie_d with, Head Office authorised 
the Agent to pay the deferred discount appropriate to 
the quantitioo 'of fruit purchased by the particular 
merchant. By arranging with the Agents to send de
tails of sales- to each of the Distributing Agents, they 
knew exactly what the figures were ·and if there had 
been _anything wrong with bhem they would have soon 
said Something about it. From the advices receive<l from 
the Agents, Head Office eompiled the total tonnag-e ap
plicable to each Distributing Agent, the total tonnage 
applicable to each State, and finally in one over-all figure 
for bhe Commonwealth. 

As part of the statutory declaration every year each 
merchant has to state what stocks are on hand at the 
end of the season. From tihese figures HJad Office com
piles the quantities carried over to the next season. 
It is compiled for individual merchants, again in States 
and again for the whole Commonwealth. The figures 
then which are shown in the printed statistics are the 
carry-over tonnages of the Distributing Agents and the 
manufacturers at the end of the 1952 season, plus unsold 
fruit in the hands of Selling Agents. Thus, at the end 
of 1952, there were 2,0'33 tons of fruit in· the hands 
of distributors and manufacturers plus -some unsold 
fruit in the hands of Selling Agents all of which was 
carried forward into the next season." 

Finally, Mr. Ward referred to the effect that carry-over 
stocks have on orders received from the trade. 

HThe carry-ov;er from last year must affect the con
sumption for the current year. You can't dodge or evade 
that issue. It is so. W·hen you find that a merchant or a 
manufacturer carries a stock of fruit from one year into 
the next, he adjusts his buying accordingly. He is not go
ing to tie up money in further stocks. He is going to use 
those carry-over stocks up first. So your cany-over is of 
vital import'ance when working out consumption." 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN STATE CONFERENCE CONSTITUTION 
Federal Comicil Ratifies With One Deletion 

The S.A. Conference Constitution was submitted for 
ratification, but in view of an earlier decision regarding 
the method of nominating candidates for the Board of 
Management, Council resolved__; 

That the South Australian State Conference Con
stitution, as submitted, be ratified with the exception 
of Rule 10 (a). 

The Con_stitution, with R'ule 10 (a) included reads: 
1. Name. South Australian State Conference. 
2. Composition and Repres~ntation.' 
(a) The South Australian State Conference is com

posed of Representative Branches of the South Austra
lian River Council and the South Australian Non-Irri
gated Council of The Aus-tralian Dried Fruits Associa
tion, Agents and Packers' Representatives of the Asso
ciation in the State, but such Agents and Packers shall 
have no vote in the appointment of Growers' Represen
tatives to Federal Council of the Association. 

(b) Representation to the State Confm·ence shall be
Two delegates for each District or Branch up to 1000 
tons delivery- and one additional delegate for each 
gTeater part of 1000 tons, with a maximum representa
tion of seven delegates from a District or Branch. Each 
Agent shall have one delegate. South Australian Packers 
sqan have two delegates. 

3, PurpOse. 
(a) State C.onference shall deal with all matteTs 

referred to it by District Councils or Branches. Such 
matters as are deemed of interstate interest or conceTn 
shall be referred to Federal Council. Such matters as 
affect the State only may, if necessary, ·be referred to 
the Executive or a special committee, which may be 
formed fo;t· the purpose of action or negotiation to give 
effect to resolutions. 

(b) No matter shall be bTought before Confeience 
unless at least. ten days' notice has been giVen to the 
Secretary, but notwithstanding these provisions the 
Chairman may, at his discretion, admit other business. 

(c) State.- Conference shall apnoint representatives 
to Federal Council. 

(d) In the event of Conference not being held in 
any year, Rule 36 of the Australian Dried Fruits Asso
ciation Rules, Regulations and Practices shall apply. 

4. Voting. 
(a) Each member shall have one vote, with the excep

tion of the Conference Chairman, who shall have one 
deliberate and 6ne casting vote, 

(b) All resolutions shall be canied by 'simple majority. 
5. Chairman. Conference shall annually ippoint a 

Chairman who shall preside at all meetings of Confer
ence and/ or its Executive Committee. 

6. Executive. 
(a) Conference shall annually appoint an Executive 

Committee of five members, one of whom shall be a 

representative of the South Australian Non-Irrigated 
Council. 

(b) The Executive shall meet when necessary, any 
three meinbers to ~;omprise a quorum. 

(c) Notwithstanding any changes which may occur 
in Branch Executives, officers and executives of Con
ference may remain in office until next General Meeting 
of Conference. 

(d) In the event of the death, resignation or retire
ment from the Industry of any member of the Executive, 
the vacancy shall be filled by the remaining members of 
the Executive. 

7. Secretary. The Executive shall annually appoint a 
Secretary /Treasurer and fix his remuneratio:n. 

8. Finance. 
(a) For_the purpose of administration finance, Councils 

shall make pro-rata payments to State Conference as 
required. 

(b) Comparative tonnage of areas coveTed by Councils 
to be the basis for such payment. 

9. Meetings. 
(a) State Conference shall be held annually at' such 

time and place as shall be decided by Conference, except 
when, bv mutual consent, no conference is held. 

(b) Special Meetings of Corlference may be convened 
by the Executive Committee as deemed desirable or on 
written demand by not less than fifteen ,members of 
Conference. 

(c) At each and every meeting of Conference twenty 
members shall form a quorum, provided each Council is 
represented. 

(d) All proceedings of Conference shall be regarded 
as confidential to the Industry., subject to release to the 
press as decid~ by Conference from time to time. 

10. Nominations. Board of Managem_ent and I:'ederal 
Council. 

(a) Board of Management. 
State Conference shall annually endorse nominations 

for the Board of Management to_ Federal Council. 
(b) Federal Council. 
State Conference shall elect eight delegates and one 

representative of the South Australian PaCkers to Federal 
Council. 

11._ Amendment. The Constitution may be amended, 
extended, suspended or reScinded at any time by any 
Annual, General or Special Meeting of Conference called 
for the purpose, provided that not less than 28 da·ys' 
notice has been given to the Secretary. 

12. Limitation of Constitution. 
Notwithstanding anything contained in this Constitu

tion, Rules, Regulations of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association shall be observed. · 

13. Rescinding of Previous Statutes. 
All previous statutes are hereby rescinded. 

+·-.. -··-··-··-·'"-"'_,.,_,,_,_,._,._,,_.,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_.,,_,,_,,_,,_,._,,_,,_,._,,_,,_,,_,._,_,,_,._,.,_,,_.,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_. 
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I THE VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY liMITED I 
I i j ESTABLISHED 1849 j 

! 105 YEARS OF SERVICE i 
! FIRE, ACCIDENT, MOTOR CAR, LIVESTOCK, , 
! WORKERS' COMPENSATION, CROP (FIRE AND HAIL). I 
I 44-46 QUEEN STREET, MELBOURNE i 
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Mr. WINTON G. TURNBULL, M.H.R., ADDRESSES COUNCIL 
Delegates Ask Questions 

Mr. TurnbulJ, who fle'w from Canberra directly Parliament r-ose, attended the third day of the meeting, and 
listened to a number ·of the debates. A•fter being welcomed by the Council Chair,man, Mr. Tui,"nbull spoke as 
follows: 

Mr. Chairman and delegates, First of all, thank you 
for the invitation for me to he here today, a:n'd for your 
welcome to me. Obviously, I cannot touch on too many 
subjects and I know b1·evity will be appreciated, but 
I want to touch ori one or two of the more important 
ones, and of course, if I miss anything, I am sure 
the Chairman will allow questions, and I am sure you 
won't be backward in availing yourselves o:f the oppor
tunity. 

I had an early invitation from M1·. Curtis for Mr. 
McEwen to be present. He replied to say he would be 
'h-ere, if possible, but Mr. McEwen is a very sick man. A 
fortnight ago he left Federal Parliament and ·has gone 
away so that people can't get in touch with him. His 
doctor tOld him to go away for at least a month, and 
there is no chance of him taking part in any political dis
cussion f.or at least that full month. He has about another 
fortnight. I am asked to apologise for Mr. Alec ,Downer, 
the member for Angas, also Mr. Hugh Leslie who repre
sents the electorate of Moore, in Western Australia, 
where, I understand, most of the Western Australian 
Dried Fruit is grown. Mr. Hugh Roberton, who repre
sents the Riverina s·eat, couldn't be here to-day, either. 

And now, I will get right on to the subject. First of 
all, perhaps, I might try and answer one or two things. 
!fhe first is the respective functions of the BUreau of 
Agricultural Ecollomics and the Australian Agricultural 
Council. Where does ·one, more or less, finish off and the 
other start? And ·how are th-ey separated? The Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics jg ·a wholly independent body. 
It iS s-et up by the Federal Parliament, but it is independ
ent of the Federal Parliament as far as the way it goes 
about its findings and as far as the actual findings are 
concerned. It is not necessarily essential that the Federal 
Parliament or the Minister agree with its findings. It is 
set Up with men who need to know how to go about· assess
ing costs,· and it does that. But if anybody is of the ' 
opinion that once the Bur.eau of Agr-icultural Economics 
has arrived at a certain decision, it is definitely essential 
that the Federal Government should agree to the decision, 
that is not so, and it was never considered to be so. Some 
one might ask what is the good of the F.ederal Govern
ment setting up a Bureau and then not being prepared 
to abide by its findings? That question is very hard to 
answer. The main point is; that the Bureau is independ
ent of Federal Parliament and if it was not so it wouldn't 
be worth having. If the Federal Minister could say, go and 
find such and such resUlts it would -be no good to the 
country or to anybody else. ·The Bureau is independent, 
and the men who make the findings are doing what they 

·consider is right. What is the Agricultural Council? It is 
quite different to the Bureau altogether. It -is quite ind-e
p·endent, and it may.have a majority decision. It is made 
up of the Agricultural Ministers of the differ.ent State·s, 
and the Minister of Commerce and Agriculture. It has 
nothing whatever to do with the Bureau of Ag:ricultural 
Economics, and its decisions may be quite the r·everse of 
the Bureau's- findings. 

There is a further matter which I have noted down 
here, and that is regarding the increased acreage of vines 

•and the-Agricultural Council's view on it. One gentleman, 
·from Soulh Australia I think, asked what is the Position 
·with the a-creage?- The position is that the Agricultural 
: Couricil voted, by a majority -decision, for a greater 
':acre·a·ge for· Dried Fruits. Now, Mr. McEwen I think, said 
t.that-.tha·Federal:Government should step in. I took down 
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what he said .. He said they_ should talk to the Stat~s and 
tell them what to do. That may he a good thing and it 
may be a bad thing. As far as.the delegates are concerned, 
it is a very bad thing. Sometimes you wouldn't like the 
Federal Parliament to be talking to the States. While the 
people I represent are in power our parties might like 
to dictate to the· States, but the States have got sovereign 
rights, and no one wants more proof of that than the 
recent discussion regarding the Wheat Marketing Stabi
lisation Scheme. I knoW delegates would like me to ex
press what I think about it. During the war time,. there 
were certain restrictions of acreage as far as wheat was 
concerned. A Mr. Percy Bull, of Sea Lake, whose allot~ 
ment was, say, 300 acres, had 50 acres all beautifully self
sown, but he was not allowed to strip that extra fifty 
acres for the Government said leave 50 acres of every 
crop standing. Shortly afterwards; not v.ery _ long after
wards, we >Were importing whea,t and bad stuff too and 
paying through the nose for it. That is the position, but 
that does not show necessarily my opinion as far as Dried 
Fruits are concerned, and I have just written· down my 
opinion here, s-o that it won't be misconstrued by ·anyone. 
I' only thought of it, as a matter of fact, while a gentle
man was speaking here. I believe that the ones wP,o. make 
possible by water, etc. greater productivity hi an industry 
are the men who have been and are responsible for the · 
sel1ing of a product, ,especially when they elect all these 
l'epresentatives who,- from time to tinie, have-the oppor
tunity of investigating the market on its b~half. I believe 
that their advice should be taken into paramount con
sideration (hear, hear), and I· haven't thought that out 
before because I only wrote that down when some gentle
man was speaking, although I had it in my mind what I 
thought about 'it. I hadn't put it into words before. This 
position regarding the greater acreag.e is .not discussed 
in the Federal Parliament, but it is discussed at the Agri
cultural C-ouncil. Of com·se, what has been said in the 
Federal Parliament about it may be touched on in some 
other debates. 

One other subject. The General Agreement on Tariff's 
and Trade. There is shortly to be held in Sydney a very 
important meeting of Commonwealth Ministers to discuss 
all these matters -and to make a general r·eview ·On 
G.A.T.T. I don't Want to come here to~day and, in par
ticular, voice my opinions about something- that I have 
heard, because after all, that wouldn't be much good. It 
won't get us very far. I realise that I am speaking to~day 
to men who really know this Industry. If they didn't know 
the Industry, they wouldn't be here. But, for a long time, 
I have been against this agreement, and Lhave expressed 
opinions in the Federal Parliament against it_ fr.om its 
inception. It is the offshoot of the Bretton Woods agree
ment. I was one .of five who went against all my own 
members and voted on the other side of the House. The 
fiv·e that voted were a strange conglomeration of pe-ople. 
Jack Lang, Archie Cameron, Mrs. Blackburn, General 
George Rankin and myself. We said, "We don't think 
this is right because it is going to cut the very soul out 
of Empire Preference." By taking that attitude, we 
thought of a lot of the things that have built our Empire, 
and we stood firm and voted against it as Hansard will 
show. Every other member of the Federal Parliament 
voted for it. At the time, the speech I made was· printed 
in New Zealand and in India, but' not in the metropolitan 
pl'ess of Australia. That was the position. Then recently, 
on the tenth of last month, the. Governor-General opened 
the Federal Parliament and -I had the opportunity of 
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seconding the Address-in~Reply. The South Australian 
member, Mr. Downer, moved the Address, and I sec
onded the motion. I just want to read what I said on that 
occasion about this agreement to show that I tried to 
set myself to the wind that might be blowing here this 
morning. Here is what I said: 

"I am pleased to know that a full review of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade will take 
place in 1954. I -opposed this agre-ement at its in
ception, and I -still believe that it is not in our 
best interests. Support for my belief lies in the fact 
that recently we had to seek the waiving of some of 
its provisions in relation to ten-itory pr.oducts. We 
-can be better served by making our own tr-eaties and 
encouraging trade within the B1·itish Commonwealth 
than by adhering to such an arrangement. I do not 
advocate, of course, the absolute exclusion of all 
other countrieS, because I have always been of the 
opinion that we have far more to gain from the 
prosperity of every nation than we can possibly gain 
from the downfall of any nation. I hope, in relation 
to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
that there is real significance in the statement 
that a conference of Commonwealth Finance Minis
ters will soon be held in Sydney. I hope that the 
Ministers who attend the conference will think over 
these matters and will make a decision that will be 
for the good ·of- our country. Although the -countries 
that regard Great Britain as the Motherland are 
divided by seas and great distances, they share a 
commOn aim and one Sovereign. I do not believe 
that any logical person as far as tariffs and trade are 
concerned could come to the conclusion that they 
are any move divided than is a nation that occupies 
a consolidated area on a continent. But, under the 
agreement, the United Kingdom and the Dominions 
are regarded as separate entities and are prohibited 
fr{)m giving greater trade concessions to each other 
than to foreign countries." 

Under this agreement, one provisiOn is that there shall 
be no extension of Empire Preference and that the present 
Empir_e Prefer.ence must be reduced. Steps must be taken 
immediately to reduce it! Thank goodness, those steps 
haven't been taken recently, but the Act is still operating 
against this Industry particularly, I would say, Sir, and 
I am hoping that this conference will put up a strong 
case and allow me to present it to the Minister who is 
attending the Empire Conference in Sydhey. That is all 
I want to toV-ch on as far as the Fruit Industry is con
cerned. SomCbody might fire questions at me. 

There is one other thing. I got a telegram-
"BoARD OF MANAGEMENT DISAPPOINTED YOUR 
INABILITY ATTEND FEDERAL COUNClL AS VERBALLY 
CONVEYED TO GENERAL SECRETARY A.D.F.A. AND ASK 
THAT YOU RECONSIDER DECISION IN VIEW OF 
TREMENDOUS IMPORTANCE OF MEETING AND 
DESIRABILITY THAT PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATIVE 

OF DRIED FRUITS GROWERS LEARN l<'UTURE PROSPECTS 
OF THE INDUSTRY STOP APPRFiCIATE YOUR TELE
GRAPHIC REPLY CURTIS CARE GRAND HOTEL MILDURA. 

ADFASSON" 

I was disappointed when I got that. I ask the 
delegates here, and I want this made clear in quite the 
very best terms, that if you expect me to leave the Federal 
Parliament to come even to this gr·eat impot·tarit confer
ence, you are putting in the thin edge of the wedge as far 
as my principles are concerned, because I said when I was 
first elected that if one \>f the greatest wheat meetings at 
Hopetoun in Victoria was being held and Parliament was 
sitting, I wouldn't· attend. There may be something about 
the ·Dri-ed Fruits Industry-of which I have many con
stituents-which might come up at Canberra and I was 
away at a big wheat meeting, what would the D'ried 
Fruits growers say if I couldn't speak for the Industrv? 
They would say, "We elected you to go to C::in
berra." Furthermore, if I had come here early in the 
week or when Parliament was sitting, what chance would 
I have had of .refusing some big wheat industry meeting 

Page Twenty-four 

at a time, when perhaps, your Industry was being dis
cussed at Canberra. So I hope you people here to-day will 
endorse U:Y eight l_ong years' application of_ the principle 
of attendmg Parliament every day, because I believe 
that is the only way your representative can serve you 
rightly. 

Now, I have very much appreciated what I have heard 
to-day. I'm sorry I wasn't here earlier. I told the Secre
tary I would go anywhere (I don't care if you have got a 
meeting in Western Australia), providing Parliament is 
not sitting, and providing I haven't made some prior 
arrangement which I eannot break I think any reason~ 
able person will agree with that. At any moment some
thing may come up at Canberra which would affect you, 
and I would do more good there, at Canberra, than I 
could do here. Don't think that because the1·e is not 
something ,on the notice- paper that something won't come 
up: Only last week they were , discussing sub-standard 
fruit and I say this, that there should be some legislative 
authority given for the use of sub-standard fruit rather 
than having to approach the Minister every year. When 
the Minister was approached and gave his decision, there 
was. an immediate request for a deputation from another 
industry. I heard of it, and got in a little early. I said to 
the Minister, ''What is the position?" And he said, 11I 
don't know what I will do. I guarantee I won't come to a 
decision until I see you. I am~ giving you the opportunity 
of talking it over with the Dried Fruits growers, and then 
I will hear the case again." I haven't heard anything. 
It is all rig·ht for the next twelve months. Let us hope we 
will get something permanent, 

DISCUSSION 
U.K. Price Announcement 

Mr. SEARY: Speaking as a member of this Conference 
and also as a member of the Commonweatlh Dried Fruits 
Control Board, I wonder if Mr. Turnbull could help us 
and tell us why it was that the Minister for Commerce 
and Agriculture, Mr. McEwen, through his acting Minister, 
Senator George McLeay, made a statement as to the price 
that had been negotiated between the Australian Govern
ment, its advisers and the delegation of this Industry 
which went across to England at the time, and the B1·itish 
Government through the Ministry of F{)od. It had ·been 
agreed between the Minister for Food, the British 
Treasury, our Australian Gov-ernment representatives, 
and the Commonwealth Control Board, that the closest 
secrecy would be maintained in regard to tP,is setting of 
support prices for the 1954 season, and it was c.ertainly 
desirable that secrecy should be maintained. There was 
the probability, had that information leaked out to the 
trade in ·the United Kingdom, that the very knowledge 
of the. amount of those support prices would be of com
mercial assistance to the trade in their thinking in · 
London and .England. It is a serious thing for the 
Industry. If Mr. Turnbull can throw some light on the ' 
reason why the Acting Minister for Commerce and 
Agriculture made that statement-for we are aware 
of the fact that our own Department of Commerce and · 
Agriculture did consult London the day before. It was 
done somewhat hurriedly but we do believe that the word 
to publish those prices came through our own Minister 
and his Department. Now, is .the:re some explanation? 

M1·. TURNBULL: I had learned from an outside source, 
that it was desired that the prices should not be revealed.,, 
I' learned this not from the Department nor from The 1 

A.D.F.A., but from a gentleman who is very interested; 
in the Dried Fruits Industry. The first thing I knew about 1 
it being released was that a certain friend of mine sub~ 
mitted to me what I considered a fantastic statement tO·' 
the effect that I had forced Senator George McLeay to' 
make the announcement. The statement was made just 
after Mr. McEwen went away, and I asked Senator~ 
McLeay just before I came away from Canberra and be,~ 
said that it was quite in order; that the Department had! 
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put the statement hefore him to sign. He said to me that 
it was released simultaneously in London. 

Mr. SEARY: Not simultalleously. We deny that. 
Mr. FORD: The statement was released in London on 

the Monday, and it wasn't until the Friday that it was 
made public in Australia. Here is a cutting dated Thurs
day which came out ,of the Melboul'ne "Herald," the 20th 
November, and it mention.s, "London, Thursday.-The 
Ministry for Fo,od announced the guaranteed price for 
the Australian 1954 crop of Dried Fruits marke.ted in 
BTitain." and then it goes on to give the agreed pric-e. 

Mr. SEARY: I would like to know the date of the 'first 
announcement. 

Mr. TURNBULL: I have got it here. Here we aTe. Now, 
this is the paper that was handed, in the House of Repre
sentatives, to me, by Senator George McLeay. The date is 
the 19th November, 1953, at "p.m." 

MT. O'DONNELL: There is one poirit I would like Mr. 
Turnbull to stress in his discussion with Senator McLeay. 
If the Commel'ce Department considered that this an
nouncement should be made, at least, I think, they should 
have extended to the Contr·ol Board-on whose shoulders 
all the responsibility was thrown-the courtesy of con
sulting the Board before they made the announce·ment. 
The delegation agreed that it should be kept quiet. The 
Ministry of Food delegates, with whom they conferred, 
agreed that it should be kept quiet. Our Commerce 
Department decidedly agreed that it should be kept 
quiet. The Board, who have got to face the Growers, were 
under the impression that, for very good reasons~ it 
was desirable that it be kept quiet and we would like 
to know what was the new reason which made it desir
able or necessary to publish it. We feel that the support 
price now, means to the BTitish buyers, that we hav-e 
tipped our hand. We have indicated to them the lowest 
price at which we are prepared to .E:Jell and that is the 
highest price th-ey are going to offer us. 

Mr. MALLOCH: In discussion with the Ministry of 
Food in London, it was made clear that the information 
could be made known to the Growers, as long aS it was 
not made known to the Presss. Our Press naturally asked 
me when I came back what the p1•ice was. I told them 
the reason for the desire that there should be no dis
closure publicly and the Press-our local Press-kept 
out of the matter, until they got the announcement from 
Canberra. It was not at all in contravention of any 
agreement arrived at with the Growers· th~t they were 
not to be made aware of it. I diScussed it with the 
Ministry of Food and they said that it was quite all rig'ht 
so long as it didn't get into the Press. 

Mr. TURNBULL: It appears to me, Mr. Malloch, that 
is a very fine point. w.e had the same experience at Can
berra. We had a meeting at which Major-General Robert
son spoke on very secret things behind closed doors, and 
the Press had it next day. 

Expansion of the Industry 
1 

Mr. RAWLINGS: I would like to ask, Mr. Chairman, 
is there any p·ossibility of informing ,th,e Australian Agri
cultural Council to broaden the scope for representation, 
such as for t}J.e Dried Fruits Industry, in order that we 
would have a ehance of stating a case against ·expansion? 
On the Advisory Panel, we have Mr. East; he sells water. 
He sells water so as to get the rates. Can we get the right, 
so far as the Industry is concerned, to put our viewpoint 
directly to the Austl'alian Agricultural Council? By so 
doing we might he able to . bring pressure on the States. 
Mr. Cameron made the point when he saw Mr. Stoneham 
who said if you have got any matter comfng up before 
the Australian Agricultural Council he was prepared to 
hear views. on it. Quite a number of Ministers come to the 
Australian Agricultural Council but they have not got the 
feeling of the people they repl'esent. Men in our Industl'y 
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know world markets and the possibility of selling. It seems 
to be that technical people advise the Council. If you can, 
in some way, through the Minister for Commerce go for 
a wider field to receiv>B ·our information, I think that 
would be a good thing. 

Mr. TURNBULL: First of all, you are putting up the 
point that the people who supply the water shouldn't he 
the only ones who have the say. That is the very thing I 
said earlier. However, it looks like shutting the gate after 
the horse has gone. F·or instance, the blocks at •Robinvale. 
Again, the Minister in the Federal Government convenes 
the meeting of the Agricultural Council, and it is for The 
A.D.F .A. to support my hand by giving me a resolution 
from here, in a -let-tel', so that I can have it to present 
wh~n I speak to the Minister stating the case that you 
put'. My job, as your ·representative, is to try and do 
what I can to get the Minister to accept your case. One 
other point, regarding a deputation tO the Pt·ime Minister 
at Canberra. He would say we have a Minister of Agri
cultur>B, and my point is that I want to get your deputa
tion to the Minister. Recently I was able-I don't know 
whether I can do it again-to meet the Minister for 
Commerce and Agriculture, and I -had there also the 
Treasurer, the Prime Minister and the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, but if you make the meeting with 
the Minister for Commerce and Agriculture at a time 
when Parliament is sitting, the difficulty is to try and 
get as many other Ministers as possible to meet that 
deputation whose presence would be relevant to the 
facts you would state. 

VOTE OF THANKS 
Mr. ALLNATT: Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, many 

times I have had the -opportunity and privilege of moving 
a Vote of Thanks to Mr. Turnbull for attending various 
meetings and I concur, and I am sure you do, all of you 
-as his constituents in many cases--that we all expect 
him to attend Parliament and not to attend meetings out
side Parliament during the Parliamentary sessions. We 
expect him to be in his place and to do the job. I think 
any Dried Fruit Grower will agree that you have taken a 
very ke-en and understanding interest in their problems. 
Thank you very much for coming. 

Protest to Minister 

By releasing details of the guaranteed support prices 
for 1954 Dried Fruits exported to England, the Depart
ment of Commerce has shocked the Commonwealth 
Dried Fl'uits Cont;rol Board. 

The Board has protested to the Minister for Commerce 
and Agriculture (MT. McEwen), claiming that it was in 
the inter·ests of the Industry that the support prices be 
kept secret. 

The support prices were guaranteed during marketing 
talks in London in September, with Growers to rec·eive 
th~ benefit ·of any amounts greater than the support 
prices. 

Disclosures of the }}rices would now tend to lower 
prices offered by buy·ers, thus seriously affecting the 
Industry. It could also result in British Ministry of FoOd 
losses on stock on hand. · 

Already bUyers were jubilant because they could 
anticipate a retail price of 1/- a pound for Dried Fruit 
compared with the present 1/4. 

The deflationary trend following publication of the 
prices could be . halted only by firm action from the 
Ministry of Food in maintaining its present level of 
wholesale pl'ices, and by the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Control Board London agency in maintaining a high price 
standard for the 1954 crop. . 
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GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT ON ITEMS REFERRED TO 
THE BOARD OF MANAGEMENT FROM FEDERAL COUNCIL 

1952 
Board of Management .Nominations (Item- 15). The 

proposal that nominations for vacancies on the Board 
should Close thirty days before the day of election was 
referred back to the Victorian State Conference on the 
18th November, 1952. 

Membership of Packers (Item 19). All Packers, pre
viously affiliated with the Association, were inform~d 
that Federal Council's decision had automatically made 
them members of The A.D.F.A. The Victorian and South 
Australian State Conferences were also informed of their 
future obligation to nominate Packers' representatives 
to ,fi'ederal Council in accordance with the new Rule 42 
of Rules and Regulations; 

A.D.F.A. Rules and Regulations to provide for Packer 
membership have been amended by the Board, and all 
holders of copies of the Constitution have been advised. 

Packe:l"s' Membership Fees (Item 20). Fees are pay
able commencing with Season 1953, but as they are on 
a :;;liding scale collections, other than isolated voluntary 
payments, could not be made before the date of the 
Association's annual balance as the season's pack was 
not complete. As soon as final pack tonnages are avail
able collections will be made, but in the meantime the 
estimated fees due for SeasOn 1953 have been brought 
into the annual accounts. 

Primary Producers' Organisations (Item 23). Federal 
Council's expression of satisfaction with the present 
system of election to the statutory Boards and that the 
present organisation of the Industry is such that adequate 
representation can be made to government and other 
avenues for the protection of growers has been con
veyed to the Federal Minister for Commerce and Agricul
ture, to appropriate State Premiers and Ministers of Agri
culture and to various Federal and State Members of 
Parliament. A special press release was also issued. 

Publicity (Item 26). A special meeting of the Pub
licity Sub-Committee, held shortly after Federal Coun
cil, reported to the Board on the best means of com
mencing The A.D.F.A. ~ales promotion campaign. The 
publicity activities which have been undertaken based 
on the Sub-Committee's recommendations are covered in 
a separate Publicity report which will be submitted to 
the Board. 

Dried Fruits Publicity Committee (Item 27). As a 
result of correspondence and discussions with the Board 
this Committee decided to disband. The realisation of 
surplus assets in which the Association, as a contributor 
to the Committee's funds, Will share, is now being 
carried out. Expressions of appreciation for the work 
undertaken by the Committee during the years of its 
activities have been conveyed by the Board of Man
agement. The contributions by The A.D.F.A. to the 
Committee's funds ceased at the end of December, 
1952. 

Sales iri country centres (Item 28). The need for· 
adeauate distribution, as an aspect of publicity, in 
encouraging sales in the country, is referred to in the 
suecial PubliCity report. 

Maintenance of Dried Fruits pric.es (Item 29). Gen
erally speaking, the prices of Dried Tree Fruits and 
Prunes for Season 1953 were maintained at the same 
level as for 1952. Prune prices for 100/120's and 
Smalls were subject to a mid-season price reduction on 
the 17th August. 

Early price advices to growers (Item 30). The Tree 
Fruits Committee met early in 'December last' and set 
prices for new season's fruit, thus permitting early 
information to be given to growers concerning their 
anticipated returns for the season. 

Export Control Board (Item 32). The need.for grow
ers to be advised of any vacancies to be fill~d on the 
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Export Control Board so that intending applicants 
could have time to lodge nominations was conveyed to 
the Department of. Commerce and Agriculture with 
the request that the Commonwealth Electoral Officer 
exercise the greatest care and diligence in the future 
to 'ensure that growers' rights are fully observed in 
accordance with the Act. The Department of Com~ 
merce and Agriculture, in advising the Board that a 
copy of Federal Council's representations had been 
forwarded to the Chief Commonwealth Electoral Officer, 
gave the assurance that the Electoral Officer will con~ 
tinue to observe the provisions of the Act at all times. 

Distribution of Pool Receipts. As final account sales 
have not yet been_received from all packing houses for 
Season 1952, it has not been possible to ascertain if 
not more than £1 per ton of fruit proceeds had ·been 
held by packing houses for mOre than 60 days. Those 
packing houses who have not yet provided the informa
tion to Head Office have been recirculated, asking them 
to submit their returns as expeditiously as possible. 

,- say Australian motorists 
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fiinance 
ASSOCIATION .ACCOUNTS PRESENTED TO 

FEDERAL COUNCIL 
Main and Publicity Funds Examined by Finance Committee 

On t.he second day of Federal Council the Finance Committee met under the chairmanship of Mr. R. M. 
Simes, and considered! in full 1detail the annual accounts df the Associati'On and the M.I.D.A. Ltd. Stabilisation 
RePort. The C'om:mittee's report which is published below was presented: to1 and adopted by the full Council. 

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
Your Finance Committee has examined in detail the 

following audited accounts of the AssoCiation for 1952-
53, and in doing so has been supplied wit~ full explana
tions. 

(i) Head Qffice accounts. 
(ii) Interstate Charges Fund accounts. 

(iii) Publicity Fund accounts. 
(iv) Stabilisation Plan. 

(i) Head Office Accounts. As the General Secretary's 
report (a copy of which, with a copy of the printed 
accounts, has already been handed to each delegate) 
reviews the Association accounts in detail, it is appended* 
to this ret}ort with the printed accounts. The accounts 
are for the full twelve month period, as against the 
eleven month period of last year. Expenditure amounted 
to £12,946, as against £12,483 for 1952; income reached 
£14,106, as against £10,679 for the previous year. As 
against a deficiency for 1952 of £1804, a welcome sur
plus of £1160 was achieve'd this year. The surplus has 
been carried to General Fund Account, which is swelled 
to £68,342. 

The Finance Committee recommends the adoption of 
the Head Office accounts for 1953. . 

(ii) Interstate Charges Fund Accounts. The audited 
accounts show that a defi~iency of £1165 was sustained. 
In 1952 the fund earned a surplus of £2514. The defi
ciency reduced the surplus in the Interstate Charges 
Fund to £1058. 

The Finance Committee recommends the adoption of 
the Interstate Charges Fund accounts for 1953. 

(iii) Publicity Fund Accounts. The accounts now pre
sented to Federal Council are the first since the Fund 
was established, and consequently cover the period 23rd 
October, 1952, to 31st August, 1953. While the Revenue 
Account shows a surplus of £50,368, provision has been 
made in this amount to the extent of £15,380 to cover 
exnenditure for the balance of the 1953 Season. The 
net surplus standing to the Fund is therefore £34,988. 

The Finance Committee recommends the adoption of 
the Publicity~ Fund accounts for 1953, . 

(iv) Stabilisation Plan. The report for the twelve 
month accounting period to the 30th September, 1953, 
as submitted by the President of M.I.D.A. Ltd. shows a 
surplus of revenue over expenditure of £294 7. In 
recommending its adoption, your Finance Committee 
appendst a copy of the Stabilisation Plan report to this 
report, and recommends that the full Stabilisation Plan 
report be read to delegates by the President of M.I.D.A. 
Ltd. Council. 

Allowances and Expenses. After full consideration, 
the Finance Committee recommends the following allow
ances and expenses for the coming year:-

*See page 28. 
tSee page 37. 
§See page 37. 
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Federal Council Delegates-£3 allowance and £1/10/
out-of-pocket expenses for each day of sitting and 
travelling, and fares. 

Board Chairman-£500 per annum a.llowance and 
£100 per annum out-of-pocket expenses. 

Board Members-£4 allowance and ·£1/10/- out-of
pocket expenses for each day of sitting and 
travelling, and fares. 

Tree Fruits Committee-£4 allowance for each· day. of 
sitting and travelling, plus fares, and 10/- per 
day out-of-pocket expenses only when separately 
incurred. 

Publicity Sub-Committee-£4 allowance for each meet
ing. plus fares, and £1/10/- per day for out-of
pocket expenses only when separately incurred. 

Car allowance-9d. per mile be allowed if car has to 
be used. 

Publicity Fund contribution. Careful consideration 
has been given by the Finance Committee to the recom
mendations§ of the Board of Management in regard to 
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the extent of contributions required by growers during 
Season 1954. The Finance Committee recommends, as 
part of the Head Office levy stated below,. that contri
butions be at the rate of 7/- per ton of Dried Vine 
Fruits having taken the following factors into considera-
tion:~ · 

(i) That budg·etted expenditure of £32,310 for 
Season 1954 has been recommended by the 
Board of Management. 

(ii) The almost certain possibility that the 1954 har
vest will be lower than for 1953. 

(iii) A fluctuation of the pack caused by adverse har
vesting conditions. 

(iv) That publicity activities on the scale adopted for 
Season 1953 and proposed for 1954 should con
tinue. 

(v) Assuming Federal Council this year affirms last 
year's resolution that the publicity campaign be 
a continuing one, then activities beyond 1954 
must be financially planned for. 

(vi) Allowing, then, fm• the possibility of bad seasons 
with low tonnages for 1955 and beyond, it is 
desirable to arrange for contributions to he made 
from the 1954 harvest to build up a reserve so 

that a heavy rate of contribution would not have 
to be sought for 1955. 

It is recommended that Selling Agents pay 3d. per 
ton of Dried Vine Fruits handled in· the 1954 Season to 
the Publi~ity Fund. 

The .Finance, Committee l'ecommends to Federal 
Council that it adopts the Board of Management budget 
to expend £32,310 on publicity activities for Season 
1954. 

Head Office Levy, Season 1954. The rates have bCen 
fully discussed, and the following recommendations are 
submitted:-

Dried Vine Fruits~10/6 per ton, of which 9d. per 
ton is to be paid to Branches and 7 I- per ton to 
the Publicity Fund .. 

Dried Tree Fruits~5/- per ton, of which 1/9 per ton 
is to be paid to Branches. 

Prunes~5/- per ton, of which 1/9' per ton is to be 
paid to Branches. 

Staff.~The Finance Committee wishes to express 
through Federal Council its appreciation to the General 
Secretary, the Accountant and Head Office staff for the 
compilation and method of submission of the annual 
acc·ounts of the Association .. 

GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 1953 
! 

ON FINANCES OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE TWELVE 
MONTHS ENDED 31st AUGUST, 1953 

It will be remembered that the accounts presented to 
last year's Federal Council covered a period of eleven 
months, as the balance date was changed from the 30th 
September to the· 31st August. This year's accounts 
now record a full twelve months' transactions. 

The accounts of the Association are divided into three 
·parts~ 

1. The Head Office Accounts. 
2. The Interstate Charges Fund Accounts. 
3. The Publicity Fund Accounts. 

The Head Office Accounts show a surplus of £1160, 
which, by transfer, increases the General Fund Account 
from £67,182 to £68,342. 

The Interstate Charges Fund Accounts show a defi
ciency of £1165, which reduces the surplus in the Fund 
from £2223 to £1058. 

The Publicity Fund Accounts show a surplus of 
£50,368, but from this sum the unexpended portion of 
the Season 1953 budget, amounting· to £15,380, has to 
be deducted, so that the net surplus stands at £34,988. 

The following detailed analyses are submitted for your 
information. 

THE HEAD OFFICE ACCOUNTS. 

A~ The Revenue Account. 
1. Comparative Summary of Expenditure. 

1951 1952 
12 11 

months months 
(a) Board of Management 

Expenses . . . . . . . . . . £1,629 
(b) Fede1·al Council Expenses 1;601 
(c) Tree Fruits Committee 

Expenses ......... . 
(d) Administrative Salaries, 

etc .............. . 
(e) Head Office Management 
(f) Other Expenditure .. 

155 

3,515 
1,631 
2,644 

£1,911 
1,143 

169 

3,837 
1,693 
3,730 

1953 
12 

months 

£2,235 
1,227 

176 

4,516 
1,926 
2,866 

£11,175 £12,483 £12,946 
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2. Items of 1953 Expenditure. 
(a) 
(i) 

(ii) 

Board of Management Expenses (£2235). 
Chairman's Allowance.' The amount of £60.0 is 
£50 greater than the previous year, due to the 
longer accounting .period. The annual rate has 
not changed. 
Members' Allowances. At £1137 the increase is 
£169, and is accounted for by (a) the increase 
in members' and agents' representativel$' allow
ances, and (b) a one-day meeting on 31st' August, 
1953. 

(iii) Travelling, e-tc. £498 for the yem· is £105 greater, 
due to increases in rail and air fiu·es, fee for hire 
of Mildura board room, and fares in connection 
with extra one-day meeting in August, 1953. 

Net increase over 1952 for this section was £324. 
(b) Federal Council Expenses (£1227), 
(i) Allowances. At £499, an increase of £118 is 

recorded, which is due to the additional allow
ance granted to delegates. 

(ii) Travelling· Expenses. The amount of £359 is 
£41 greater than for 1952 because of fare rises, 
and because car mileage was claimed for trans
port to and from rail head and airport. 

(iii) Other Expenses. £369 for the year showed a 
decrease of £75, due to~ 
Special Federal Council, 1951 expenses 

incorporated in 1952 accounts and, of 
course, not repeated in 1953 . . . . . . £153 

Reduced reporting fee for 1952 and hire 
of board room . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Less Increased cost of ·printing 
1952 Minutes £80 

Increased cost of printing 
1952 amendments to Rules 
and Regulations . . 16 

£171 

96 

£75 
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Net inc:rease over 1952 for this section was £84. 
(c) Tree Fruits Committee Expenses (£176). 
(i) Allowances. At £99 this it€im shows an increase 

of £37 because two meetings were held in 1953, 
as against one in 1952. 

(ii) Travelling and Other Expenses. A decrease of 
£30 to £77 is recorded, and is attributable to 
lower fare eXpenditure because both 1953 meet
ings were held in Melbourne, whereas the 1952 
meeting was held in Adelaide. 

Net increase over 1952 for this section was £7. 
(d) Administrative Salaries, etc. (£4516). 
(i) H.O. Salaries. At £4151, this item shows an 

increase of £598 (which is accounted for by the 
twelye, instead of eleven, months accounting 
period· (£347), temporary typing assistance (£22), 
increases in staff salaries caused by cost of living 
adjustments_ and basic salary rates (£229). 

(ii) Adelaide Representative. The increase of £8 is 
due to the longer accounting period. 

(iii) Brisbane Inspector. The reduction of £12 is 
because no inspector was employed during 1953. 

(iv) SUperannuation Contributions. The rise of £1\? 
to £130 is accounted for by the longer accounting 
period (£9), higher contributions paid on in
creased basic salaries (£6), admission of two new 
members in July, 1953, and retirement of one 
member (£4). The contribution on behalf of 
the Publicity Offi_cer has not been charged to the 
Publicity Fund. 

(v) Pay Roll Tax. At £135, the increase of £66 is 
due to the longer accounting period, increased 
salaries paid to Association staff, and the. employ
ment of Publicity staff. As tax is paid on net 
salaries, it has not been possible to charge Pub-
licity furids with any proportion. -

Net increase over 1952 for this sectiOn was £679. 

(e) Head Office Management (£1926). 

(i) Rent. The increase of £185 is due to the longer 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

accounting period (£24) and a rise granted by 
the Fair Rents Board (£161). 
Printing, Stationery and Journals. At £517 this 
item is £123 higher than for 1952, and is mainly 
reflected in rises of £65 for printing, £6 for sta
tionery, £30 for paper, £18 for stencils and ink, 
and £4 for newspapers. While the higher cost 
is ·partly due to the longer accounting period, 
\expenses were incurred in issuing- a new form of 
·Terms and Conditions of Sale and amendments 
thereto, and price lists; the printing of cheque 
forms, order books, accounting- vouchers, and 
deferred discount authorities; and the greater use 
of duplicating- paper for additional circularisa
tions, including the 45 pp. "Expansion" booklet. 
The production of the booklet as a stencilled, 
instead of a printed, publication actually proved 
to be a saving. 
Legal and Audit Fees. As audit fees remained 
unchanged at £84, the increase of £7 over 1952 
is accounted for by solicitors' charges connected 
with alterations to Terms and Conditions of Sale. 

Postages, Telegrams and Telephones. A decrease 
of £75 to £437 is recorded. Against the propor
tional increases due to the longer accounting 
period, a small saving in postages was achieved 
through despatch of non-urgent mail being with
held until urgent mail was available for posting, 
by\ curtailing even more than in 1952 the use of 
telegrams (£19), and charging the cost of rental 
and calls for one line to Publicity. as it had been 
used almost exclusively by that section, and by 
eliminating telephone calls whenever possible 
(£55). 
General Office Expenses. The increase of £11 
to £19"9 is partly due to the longer accounting 
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period, but mainly- to providing a Board room 
photograph of the retiring Chairman (£10). 

(vi) General Secretary's Expenses. The saving of 
£20, reducing this item to £120, was due to non
repetition of visit to Young in 1952 .. 

(vii) Depreciation on Office Furniture. The increase 
of £2 to £91 was solely due to the longer account
ing period. 

Net increase over 1952 for this section was £233. 

(f) 
(i) 

( ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 

Other Expenditure (£2866), 
"Australiari Dried Fruits News." The increase of 
£71 to £1203 is attributable to larger issues (four 
in each of 1952 and 1953), in the latter year 
(£146), less reduced cost in maintaining mailing 
list, £11; higher revenue from advertisements, 
£32; and value of unused wrappers in stock at 
balance date, £32. 
Grant: Joint Publicity Committee. The reductiOn 
of £437 to £250 is the result of the Association's 
withdrawal from the committee and cessation of 
contribution payments after December, 1952. 

Grant: Nyah-Woorinen Enquiry Committtee. The 
payment of £40 in 1952 was not repeated in 195.3. 

Booklets. The decrease of £63 to £19 was due 
to reduced issue of "Dried Fruits in Australia," 
£6 · "Frost Control" £2 · and to the non-recur
re~ce of the contribution' (£60) towards the pub
lication of the 9th edition of "Water Into Gold"; 
less the cost of materials (other than paper and 
typiste's time) in compiling the "Expansion" 
booklet, £5. 
Industry Subsidisation. This item, amounting to 
£179 in 1952, was not repeated in 1953. 
Liaison with Gr.owers. The increase of £54 to 
£102 is due to additional visits by Board mem
bers to Branches (£82) ,.less a non-repetition of 
the advertisement in 1952 concerning A.P.P.U. 
activities (£28). 
Marketing Organisation. Reduced by £320 to 
£108 and- accounted fOr by the non-repetition of 
entertaining A.D.F.A. distributors at Mildura in 
1952, £131; confeTTing with distributors in Mel
bourne rather than Sydney and Adelaide, £94; 
reduced activity by the Cost of Production -com
mittee, £119; less increased expenditure in con
nection with Prunes marketing, £24. 
Donations. This item at £22 is lower by £29 
by the non-renewal of subscriptions to "Save the 
Forests Campaign" (£25), and Murray Valley 
Development League (£10/10/~), less a trophy 
donated to the Barmera Show (£4) and an hono
rarium to the retiring secretary of B.C.P.O. (£3). 
The membership fee of £15 was again paid in 
1953 to the Health Publicity Council. 
Hospital Endowment. The late H. R. Jones 
memorial (£30) expired in 1952. 
Grade Fixing Expenses. The increase of £11 to 
£52 is accounted for by the payment of expenses 
to five members instead of two in .1952. 
Incidentals. The amount of £170 is £35 greater 
than for 1952, and is attributable to functions 
given to Mr. II. D. Howie (£114) and Mr. P. H. 
Jeffery (£53), retiring Board Chairman -and 
President of the Federal Distributors' Association 
respectively, and £3 expenses incurred in taking 
the manufacturers of Sisalkraft to growers' 
properties. 
Reseal'Ch. This item decreased by £300 to £577 
through contributions to C.S.I.R.O. for develop
m{mt · of prototype washing machine (£645 in 
1953, £250 in 1952), expenses re suction unit 
(£29 in 1953, £601 in 1952), disposal of suction 
unit components (£97) in 1953, and non-repeti
tion of advertisements enjoining growers to 
deliver cleaner fruit (£26 in 1952). 
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txiii) Presentations. The .£363 was incurred by the 
payment of an honorarium of £300 to Mr. H. D. 
Howie on retiring from the Board chairmanship 
and presentations to Mr. P. H. Jeffery on his 
retirement as President of the Federal Distribu
tors' Association (£48), and to Mr. E. C. Orton 
f £15) in appreciation of his services to the 
Industi'y when he resigned from the staff of 
the Merbein Research Station. 

Net decrease under 1952 for this section was £864. 
(viii) Donations. This item at £2 2is lower by £29 

3, Comparative Summary of Income. 
1951 

12 
months 

1952 
11and12 

months 

1953 
12 

months 

(a) Head Office Levy , , £5,96H £9,589 £12,164 
(b) Packers' Membership 

Fees . . . . . . . . 624 
(c) Interest Received 1,470 1,090 1,318 · 

£7,436 £10,679 £14,106 

4. Items of 1953 Income. 
(a) Head Office Levy (£12,164). 
(i) Season 1952. An amount of £16.5 was received 

during 1953 applicable to the 1952 Season, and 
represents the difference between the final total 
levies received and the estimated amount brought 
into last year's accounts at the 1952 balance date. 
In analyl'lis the position for the season was as 
follows:-

Total Estimated Additional 
Levies for at 1952 Received 

Season Balance During 

Retention by Head Office £8,681 
Proportion to· Branches.. 1,884 

£8,570 
1,830 

£10,565 £10,400 

1953 
£111 

54 

£165 

The whole of the proportion due to B1•anches 
has been paid by Head Office. 

(ii) Season 1953. On the tonnage of the estimated 
pack at balance date total levies were estimated 
to be £14,653 (Vine Fruits, £14,091; Tree Fruits 
and Prunes, £562). but to allow for any fluctua
tion before final pack figures are known £14,605 
only has been taken into the accounts. The dif
ference between this amount and £12,053 (repre
senting levy applicable to Head Office funds) is 
£2552, and embraces levies paid or owing to 
Branches. The amount of £2552 is analysed as 
follows:-
Paid to Branches as general levy £1,028 
Paid to Branches as supplemen-

tary levies . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Proportion due from levies in 

hands of Agents at balance 
date . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,499 

£2,552 

Since balance date a. further £845 has been paid 
to Branches from levies collected from Agents, 
so that a further £654 approximately has to be 
paid when all fruit for the season has been sold 
and final levies have been paid by Agents. 

Net increase over 1952 for this section was £2575. 
(b) Packers' Membership Fees (£624). 
This item is a new source of income commencing with 

Season 1953, and is the result of admitting Packers to 
membership of the Association. The fees are payable 
on the sliding scale of £1 for each 100 tons of fruit 
packed, with a minim:nm fee of £2 and a maximum fee 
of £50 ji' intermediate tonnages to be calculated to the 
'nearest 100 tons. The amount of £624 brought into the 
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accounts is an estimate only calculated as near as may 
be on individual Packers' tonnages at time of balance, 
but the exact fee payable by each Packer cannot be 
ascertained until the pack has been completed. 

(c) Interest Received (.£1318). 
(i) Commonwealth Savings Bank. Although the Bal

ance Sheet shOws £_4837 as being on deposit, 
this sum was in credit for only a short· period 
before- balance date. For most of the accounting 
year now under review moneys received were 
required for expenditure, with the result that 
interest earned (£2) was £2 lower than in 1952. 

(ii) Commonwealth Treasury Bonds. At £1306 
interest is greater by £239, which is accounted 
for by the shorter accounting period in 1952. 

(iii) Loan Account. As repayments have been made 
during· the year, the amount of interest received 
(£10) is less by £9 than for 1952. 

Net increase over 1952 for this section was £228. 

5. The Assets of the Association, 

B.-The Balance Sheet. 

(a) Cash at Banks and on Hand (£6609). 
There has been an increase over 1952 

consisting of-
Funds placed on deposit at call .. 
Funds available at current account .. 
Petty cash at Head Office . . . . . . . . 

of £4914, 

' ' £4,833 
66 
15 

(b) Commonwealth Treasury. Bonds (£39,670). 
No sales or purchases took place during the year. The 

face value of bonds stands at £40,250. 

(c) Fixed Deposits with Banks (£3050). 
This amount represents moneys deposited by Agents 

under Rules and .Regulations, 11nd is reflected in a con
tra item amongst the Liabilities. Interest earned on the 
deposits is paid to ~he Agents. 

(d) Sundry Debtors (£701). 
This item shows an increase over 1952 oi £80. The 

principal amounts owing to the Association, making up 
the £701, are refund due of duty paid on suction unit, 
£491; contributions to C.S.I.R.O. research owing by 
Packers' Associations, £137; sale of burner unit from 
experimental bulk dip plant, £50, and amounts owing 
by advertisers for "News," £23. 

(e) Loan• (£117). 
The net decrease since 1952 is £158, analysed as 

follows:-
Loan Account reduced by £183, leaving a balance 
of £92 which will be repaid in February, 1954. 
Interest is charged at 4~ o/o p.a. This reduction 
is offset by a loan of £25 granted to Loxton 
Branch A.D.F.A. to be repaid from 1953 levy 
(£5) and 1954 and 1955 levies (£10 each). 

(f) Provisions (£5765). 
(i) Levies in the hands of Agents. The amount 

(£5063) represents levies on fruit unsold at 
balance date which will be collected from Agents 
as sales take place. Since balance date levies to 
the value of £2909' have been received. · 

(ii) Packers' Membership Fees. The sum of £597 
shown is the estimated net amount owing to the 
Association. The gross amount (£624) is shown 
as an income item in the Revenue Account, but 
some Packers have anticipated their fees, and £27 
has been Teceived by Head Office. 

(iii) Experimental bulk dipping plant. The -provision 
of £155 in 1952 has been reduced by .£50 through 
the sale of a burner unit. Tht;l u,nsold units aTe 
now being advertised for sale, and it is hoped 
that more than the present provision (£105) will 
be realised. 
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(g) Prepayment• (£71). 
This item, which is £5 greater than for 1952, eove.r.s 

various amounts relating to the next accounting period. 
(h) Stocks of Booklets and Stationery (£361). 
During the period of rising prices for paper heavy 

stocks were purchased, which are now being used as 
prices, though higher than at time of purchase, have 
steadied. Stocks of booklets are valued at £95 (£111 
in 1952), and stationery is valued at £266 (£353 in 
1952). 

(i) Office Furniture (£491). 
The value of this item is shown after the deduction 

of depreciation. The net decrease of £136 comprises-
Items sold to Publicity Fund . . . . £84 
Depreciation for current period . . 91 

Less purchtlSelii mQde . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(j) Advances to Publicity Fund (£267). 

£175 
39 

£136 

To facilitate payment of certain publicity monthly 
expenses it is sometimes advantageous to include them 
with Main Account payments and recover the amounts 
from the Publicity Fund in the following month. The 
amount shown represents the advances made during 
August, 1953. 

(k) Advance• to M.I.D.A. Ltd. (£38.365). 
(i) General Fund. This has been reduced by £4572 

during the year through the repayment of sur~ 
plus funds. At balance date the account stood at 
£16,486. 

(ii) Stabilisation Fund. The amount (£21,879) has 
remained unchanged during the year. It is 
reflected in a Liabilities contra. 

6. Tho Liabilities of tho Auociation. 

(a) General Fund Account (£68,342). 
The account has been increased by surplus revenue for 

1953 of £1160. 
(b) Deferred Di$count Reserve (£73). 
Over a number of years small surpluses of deferred 

discounts have been incorrectly deposited in the Inter
state Charges Fund bank account. The accumulated 
cash was transferred to the Main Accounts during the 
year, and is now recorded as a reserve. 

(c) Stabilisation Fund Account (£21,879). 
Remains unchanged since last balance date, and is. 

reFlected in an Assets contra. 
(d) Levies due to Branches (£1499). 
This amount represents the balance of Ievie.!! which 

will be paid when Head Office Levy for Season 1953 
has been fully collected from Agents. Details have been 
stated in the Revenue income item "Head Office Levy." 

(e) Sundry Creditors (£624). 
This amount covers items of expense applicable to the 

1953 balance period unpaid at balance date. 
(f) Deposits by Agents (£3050). 
This amount is reflected in an Assets contra. 
7. Movement of Assets and Liabilities since 1952. 
The foregoing analysis of Balance Sheet items is 

reflected in the following movements:-

Assets. 
Increase Decrea$& Net 

Cash at Banks and on 
Sundry Debtors .. 
Loans ....... . 
Provisions-

For levies . . . . 
For Packers' fees 

Hand £4,914 
80 

1,334 
597 
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Increase 

158 

Increase Decrease Net 
Increase 

For experimental plant 50 
Prepayments 5 
Stocks of Booklets and Sta-

tionery .. 103 
Office Furniture .. 136 
Advances-

To Publicity Fund .. 23 
To M.I.D.A. Ltd ... .. 4,572 

£6,953 £5,019 £1,934 

Liabilities. 
General Fund Account £1,160 
Deferred Discount Reserve 73 
Levies due to Branches .. 728 
Sundry Creditors .. . . . . 27 

£1,961 £27 £1,934 

The following detailed analysis of the 

INTERSTATE CHARGES FUND ACCOUNTS 
is submitted for your information. 

C.-The Income and Expenditure Account. 
8. Items of 1953 Income. 

Interest Received (£40). 
Paid by the Commonwealth Savings Bank on moneys 

deposited from time to time. 

9. Items of 1953 Expenditure. 

(a) Sundry Charges, Season 1952 (£2). 
This amount. represents hank fees and cheque books. 
(b) Interstate Charges, Season 1952 (£1203). 
This amount represents the deficiency for the season, 

and is the excess of freights and other charges paid on 
all interstate shipments over Growers' retentions and 
interstate (except Sydney and Newcastle) price differen
tials. 

D.-The Balilnce Sheet. 
10, The Assets of the Fulld. 
(a) Ca•h at Banko (£1076). 
Amounts of £21 and £1055 lie respectively in the 

C.B.C. Ltd. current account and the Commonwealth 
Savings Bank. The total amount is l'efiected in the 
accumulated surplus (£1058) of the Interstate Charges 
Fund and the excess of Season 1953 transactions over 
net retentions in Agents' hands (£58). 

(b) Net Retention$ of Interstate Charges, Season 
1953 (£2435). 

This amount represents excess Growers' retentions 
and interstate price differentials over actual freight 
and charges paid at balance date. On completion o:f the 
Interstate Charges transactions for the season the hal~ 
ance then showing will be extinguished by cash payments 
to and/ or from Agents. 

11 The Liabilities of the Fund. 

(a) Interstate Freight and Charges, Season 1953, 
Suspense Account (£2453), 

As the season's transactions were not completed at 
balance date, the interim position is held in suspense 
until the final result is known. The final result will 
appear in next year's Income and Expenditure Account. 

(b) Interstate Charges Fund (£1058). 
The surplus of £2223 at the 1952 balance date bas 

been reduced by this year's deficiency on operations 
(£1165). 

PUBLICITY FUND ACCOUNTS. 
The accounts for the first balance period are analysed 

hereunder. It will be noted that the period covered is 
for slightly more than ten months (23rd October, 1952, 
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to 31st August, 1953). The starting date coincides 
with the date that Federal Council, 1952, authorised the 
commencement of the campaign. Certain expenditure 
incurred before 23rd October, 1952 (such as the Pub
licity Officer's salary from the time of his appointment 
in August, 1952)', and which showed in last year'.s Main 
Accounts as an Advance to Publicity Fund, was even .. 
tually repaid from the Publicity funds, and, as a result, 
is incorporated in the items to be reviewed. 

E.-The Revenue Account. 

12. Items of 1953 Expenditure. 

(a) Administration Expens~s (£2336). 
(i) Publicity Sub-Committee allowances and ex

penses. Members are paid an allowance of £4 
each day of meeting, and meetings were held in 
April (two days), June and August (one day 
each). No a1lowances were paid for a prelimin
ary meeting held in Februat·y, 1953. The total 
allowances paid were £92, and hire of room at 
Mildura for the February meeting brought expen
diture for this item up· to £94. 

(ii) Office Staff Salaries. The amount of £2007 covers 
the Publicity Officer's salary for thirteen months, 
typiste's salary for twelve months, and a charge 
(£90) for clerical labour provided by Head Office 
staff. No portion of the General Secretary's and 
the Accountant's salaries have been charged to 
the Publicity Fund. 

(iii) Office Staff Travelling Expenses (£235). Visits 
were made by the Publicity Officer to producing 
areas (one visit), Adelaide (1), Sydney (3), 
Brisbane ( 1) and Mil dura Committee meeting 
(1). The General Secretary made one visit to 
Sydney. 

lb) 
(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

Office Management and Overheads (£629). 
Rent (£4). A storeroom was reilted in August, 
1953, from the Victorian Dried Fruits Board, to 
store the materials provided, free of cost, by the 
Dried Fruits Publicity Committee until the Asso
ciation's new premises are available at West 
Melbourne. The amount represents the first 
month's rent. A charge for rental will be made 
to the Fund for office and storage space when 
the West Melbourne premises are occupied. 
Legal Expenses (£3). Solicitors' opinion was 
sought by the Board of Management to ensure 
that ,publicity contributions by growers were in 
accordance with A.D.F.A. Rules and ;Regulations. 
Audit Fees. £20 represents a provision for the 
accounting period under review: 
Postages. £107 covers general office correspon
dence, issuance of leaflets, brochures, cookei'y 
books, circulars to the trade and despatch of dis
play material. 
Telephones and Telegrams (£38). Telephone 
rental and calls totalled £33, the balance being 
for telegrams. 
Publications and JouTnals (£58'). SubscriPtions 
made to American (£10) and Australian (£43) 
technical publications comprise the main expense, 
the balance being for , sundry books, papers and 
magazines. 
General Office Expenses. £132 was' mainly spent 
on advertising for publicity staff (£65L fares 
other than interstate travel (£10), bank exchange 
(£8), meal allowances for working back (£21), 
and maps and fittings, petty office equipment, 
ledgers, etc., accounted for the balance. 
Sti\tionery. The amount of £141 embraces gen
eral office statiOnery, duplicating paper, stencils 
and inks, printed order books and visiting cards 
for publicity representatives. 
Insurances. £18 covers workers' compensation, 
air travel, plate glass damage and fire insurance 
on stocks of display material and literature. 
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(x) 
(1) 

(2) 

Insurance on motor vans has been treated as an 
item of Publicitv, and is referred to hereafter 
under "Contact Staff Travelling Expenses." 
Depreciation (£108). 
Office furniture. £9 has been calculated over 
varying periods according to the date of pur-
chase. 
Motor Panel Vans. (£99) One "Austin A40" 
van purchased April, 1953, has been depreciated 
by £79; the second, purchased July, 1953, by 
£20. Dept'eciation rate is 25% p.a., and calcu
lation of depreciation is based on the prime cost 
method. 

(c) Publicity (£11,991). 

(i) Contact Staff· Salaries (£348). The Victorian 
representative was appointed in May, 1953, and 
the New South Wales representative in August. 
Annual salary rates _are £860 and £889 respec
tively. 

(ii) Contact Staff Travelling Expenses (£166). This 
aJtlouilt is analysed as follows:-

Victorian 
Rep, 

Running expenses-petrol, 

N.S.W. 
Rep. 

oil, repairs, garaging .... £33(4mths.)£11 (1 mth.) 
Insurance and registrations. 48 20 
Living away allowance. . 18 28 
Visit to Melbourne for train-

ing.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

£99 £67 

(iii) Advertising, £11,447 has been expended to bal-
ance date under the following headings:-

( 1) Women's magazines nationally distributed. 
All advertisements were full page in colour. 
"Women's Weekly," two advertisements, £2444; 
"Woman's Day," two advertisenlents, £751. 
Total cost, £3195. (2) Newspapers. (3) Trade 
Journals. (4) Radio. Analyses are as follows: 

Trade 
Insertions Newspapers Journals Radio 
National .. £166 
Victoria .. £1,100 175 £117 
New South Wales 1,454 178 95 
South Australia .. 251 21 50 
Queensland .. 431 71 52 
Western Australia 207 31 70 
Tasmania . . .. . . 61 '25 

£3,443 £703 £409 

(5) 

(6) 

Window displays. £30 covers special show
cards £15, display material £15. 
Shows and Exhibitions. 

Adelaide Sydney Showcases Total 

Rentals £19 £10 £2 £31 
Staff salary and allow-

ances 47 47 
Purchase of stands 27 35 62 

£93 £45 £2 £140 

These costs only cover the accounting period, and are 
not the total costs which will be incurred. 

(7) Competitions. £1795 refers to Recipe Competi
tion, and embraces prizes (cash and fruit), £877; dis~ 
play materials, £311; leaflets, £268; showcards, £53; 
production work, £54; distributing cards, leaflets, etc., 
£83; prize-giving expenses, including radio broadcasts, 
£134; incidentals, £15. Further costs have yet to come. 
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(8) Trade and Consumer Literature. £251 is analysed 
as follows:-

Pastry-
cooks Grocers 

Cookery 
Recipes Books Total 

Leaflets . . . . £28 £101 £80 £209 
Costs of distribution 12 13 l2 37 
"Pep" book photos 5 5 

£40 £106 £93 £12 £251 

( 9) Agency fees. (10) Production costs. 
Agency Production 

Relating to Fees Costs 
Trade Journals . . . . . . 
Women's Magazines 

£53 £235 
240 455 

Radio ........... . 20 22 
Newspapers . . . . . . . . 
Blocks, stereos., incidentals .. 

258 155 
49 

£571 £916 

Agency fees Tepresent commission paid to the adver
tising service employed for preparing and inserting 
advertisements; production costs have been grouped 
under this heading, as it is not possible to accurately 
charge 'them to specific items, such as press advertise
ments. 

(11) Fruit provided. £19 expended in recipe testing 
and cookery demonstrations. 

(12) Freight .of £5 was incuned in despatching bulk 
supplies of literatuTe and material to various destina
tions. 

(d) 
(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

13. 
(a) 
( i) 

(ii) 

Other Expenditure (£664). 
Market Surveys. £582 expended in ascertaining 
consumer trends before commencing campaign. 
Health and -Diet data. £10 fee paid _to obtain 
expert analysis of constituents of varieties of 
Dried 'Vine Fruits. 
Liaison with growers. £72_ was expended to 
acquaint growers with details of initial stages of 
campaign by providing Branches and District 
Councils with copies of trade and consumer litera
ture and advertisements. 

Items of 1953 Incoine. 
Contributions by Growers (£64, 721). 
Season 1952. With the· exception of £37, the 

whole amount o:f £17,325 has been collected. 
Contribution was 5/- per ton on Dried Vine 
Fruits. · 
Season 1953. Contributions are at the rate of 
10/- per ton, and of the total of £47,396 collec
tions have been :made to the extent of £31,773. 

(b) Contributions by Agents (£1200). 
Season 1953. Contributions are at the rate of 3d. per 

ton, and no portion had been collected at balance date. 
(c) Interest Received (£67). 
Earned on deposits at call with the Commonwealth 

Savings Bank.-

F.-The Balance Sheet. 

14. The Assets of the Fund. 

(a) Cash at Banks (£35,595). 
The amounts at current account and on deposit at call 

are self-explanatory. 

(b) 
(i) 

Provisions for Contributions (£16,860). 
For growers. The amoUnt of £15,660 represents 
£37 for Season 1952, and £15,623 for Season 
1953 yet to be collected from Agents. The 
amount for 1953, being based on the estimated 
pack at balance date, may Vary slightly when 
the pack -has been completed, but should not be 

(ii) 

(c) 

For Agents, This prov1S1on is also based on the 
estimated pack, and allowance has been made 
for any fluctuation in tonnage. 

Motor Cars (£1799). 
Two Austin panel vans were purchased, each at a cost 

of. £949, total expenditure being £1898. Depreciation 
reserved on both vehicles is £99. 

(d) Office Furniture (£75). 
Gross value of purchases made was £84, from which 

£9 has Peen reserved for depreciation. 

(e) Prepayments (£47). 
(This amount represents expenditure made before 

balance date, but applicable to the succeeding balance 
period. 

15. The Liabilities of the Fund. 

(a) Publicity Fund Account (£34,988). 
Although the Revenue Account reveals a surplus of 

£50,368, it is pointed out that the budget period of the 
Season 1953 campaign expires at the end of February, 
1954, whereas the items in the Revenue Account are up 
to the end of August, 1953. The funds allocated for 
the Season 1953 campaign are £31,000, so that from 
the surplus of £50,368 a 

(b) Provision for Unexpended Budget, Season 1953 
(£15,380) has been made. 

The provision is the difference between the allocation 
of £31,000 and expenditure (£15,620) to date of 
balance. The deduction of ihe amount from the surplus 
in the Publicity Fu,nd Account shows the net availability 
for financing the campaign -for Season 1954. 

(c) Sundry Creditors (£4008), 
(i) GeneTal Accounts. The amount of £3741 covers 

items of expense applicable to the accounting 
period under review but unpaid at balance date. 
By far the greatest proportion of the amount 
relates to press and radio advertising, production 
costs, and agency fees. Audit fees have been 
included. 

(ii) Advances from The A.D.F.A. The amount Of £267 
is reflected by a similar sum amongst the Assets 
of the Main Accounts, and repTesents expendi
ture incurred by the Association for publicity but 
not reimbursed before the balance date. 

G.-Printed Accounts for Season 1953. 

I append fOl' your examination pTinted audited 
accounts Telating to the foregoing report. 

RED CROSS 

EVERY MONTH IS RED CROSS MONTH 

Give for Services to 
0 Ex-Service and Service Men • Blood Banks. 

• T.B. and Other Hospitals. • Health Campaigns. 

0 Disaster Reliefs. • Junier Red Cross. 

(This space contributed by The Australian Dl"ied Fruits Association) 

less than the sum provided.·----------·------------~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:=~~~~~~~~~==~ 
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HEAD OFFICE 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 

1952 
67,182 

21,879 

771 

651 
3,050 

£93,533 

LIABILITIES 

General Fund Account . . . • , • . . • • • • • . . . • • • , 
Add Surplus of Revenue Account for the twelve 

months ended 31st August, 1953 

Deferred Discount Reserve .. 
Stabilisation Fund Account 
Levies Due to Branches-

Season "1952 . . . , 
Season 1953 . . . . 

Sundry Creditors . . . . 
Deposits by Agents . , , . . . 

67,182 

1,160 

1953 

68,342 
73 

21,879 

1,499 
624 

3,050 

£95,467 

INTERSTATE 
-BALANCE SHEET AS AT 

LIABILITIES 
Interstate Freight and Charges, Season 1953, Suspense 
Interstate Charges Fund . . . . . . . . 

Less Deficiency for Season 1952 .. 

Account 
2.223 
1,165 

2,453 

1,05!! 

.£8,51'1 

PUBLICITY FUND 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 

LIABILII!'IES 
Publicity Fund Account-

Surplus for period ended 31st August, 1953 · 
Less Unexpended portion of Season 1953 bUdget 

Sundry Creditors-
General Accounts . . . . . . . . • . . • . • , , •• 
Advances from The A.D.F.A. • . . • . . 

50,368 
15,380 

3,741 ... 
Provisi~ _ _for Unex:.pended Budget, Season 1953 ......•....•.• 

34,988 

4,008 
15,380 

.£54,376 

ACCOUNT 
31st AUGUST, ·1953 

1952 

4 

1,647 

44 
39,670 

3,060 
621 
276 

3, 729 

ASSETS 

Cash at Banks-
Commonwealth Savings Bank. Melbourne 
Commercial Banking Company of Sydney Ltd.., 

Melbourne--
Current Accourlt 

Head Office Petty Cash .on Hand .. 
Commonwealth TreasuTy Bonds, at cost 
Fix.;d Depc--sits with Banks 
Sundry Debtors . . . . . . 
Loans . . . . . . . . .. .. , , 
Provision for Levies in the hands of Agents on Fruit 
Provision for Packers' Membership Fees, 1!;53, outw 

standing . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 

155 Provision for Realisation of experimental bulk hot dip 
66 Prepayments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . • . . . • • 

464 Stocks of Booklets and Stationery on hand, at cost .. 
627 Office FuTniture, at cost, less depreciation . . . . . . . . 
244 Advances to Publicity Pu~d . . . . . . . . . . 

Advances to Murray Industries Development Associaw 
tion Ltd.-

21,058 From General Fund Account .. 
21,879 From Stabilisation Fund Account 

£93,533 

CHARGES FUND 
3ht AUGUST, 1953 

ASSETS 
Cash at Banks-

Commercial Banking Company of Sydney Ltd., Mel-
bourne ..............•... , , 

Commonwealth Savings Bank, Melbourne 

4,837 

1,718" 

5,063 

597 
--

plant., 

16,486 
21,879 

21 
1,055 

Net Retentions of Interstate ChaTges, Season 1953, in hands 
of Agents 

ACCOUNT 
31st AUGUST, 1953 

ASSETS 
Cash at Banks-

Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney J,td.
Melbourne current account ·· 
Sydney current account . . . . . . . . . . 

Com.monwealth Sav:ings Bank, Melbourne~· . 

ProvisiODIS for Contributions-
For Growers in the hands of Agents 
For Agents . . . . . . . . . . . . , , .. 

MotG>r Cars, at cost, less depreciation . . . . . . 
Office Furniture, at cost, less depreciation .. 
Prepayments . . . . , , . . , . . . . . . • . . . , 

1;591 
100 

33,9()4 

15,660 
1,200 

1953 

6,55() 

" 39,67.0 
8,050 

701 
117 

5,660 
105 

71 
861 
491 
267 

38,365 ---
£95,467 

1,076 

2,435 

£3,511 

85,595 

16,863 
1,799 

75 
47 

£54,376 
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1952 
Dr. 

550 
968 
398 

881 
818 
444 

62 
107 

3,553 
92 
12 

111 

•• 
277 
894 

89 
512 
188 
144 

89 

1,132 
687 

40 
82 

179 
48 

428 
sf 

ao 
41 

135 
877 

£12,483 

Dr. 

BEAD OFFICE 

REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR THE TWELVE 

EXPENDITURE 

To Board of Management Expenses
Chairman's Allowance . . • . • . 
Members' Allowances . . . . . . . 
Travelling and Other Expenses 

,. Federal Council Expenses
Allowances . . . . . . . . 
Travelling Expenses .. 
Other Expens~s .. 

,. Tree Fruits Committee Expenses
Allowances . . . . . . . . . , •. 
Travelling and Other Expenses .• 

Admililistrative Salaries and Superannuation
Head Office Salaries , . . . 
Adelaide Representative . , 
Brisbane Inspector .. . . . . . 
Superannuation Contributions 
Pay Roll Tax , • , • . . 

,. Head ""Office Management-
Rent ..............• , ... 
Printing, Stationery and Journals 
Legal and Audit Fees . . • • . . 
Postages, Telegrams and Telephones 
General Office E.xpenses . . . . • . 
General Secretary's Expenses . . ._. 
Depreciation on Office Furniture 

., Other Expenditure-
"Australian Dried Fruits News" 
Grants: Joint Publicity Committee 

NyahMWoorinen ]lnquiry Committee. 
Booklets . . . . . . . . 
Industry Subsidisation .. 
Liaison with Growers , . 
Marketing Organisation 
Donation!? . . . . . . . . 
Hospital Endowment-

Late H. R. Jones .. 
Grade FDdng Expenses 
Incidentals 
Research .. 
Presentations 

, Surplus transferred to General Fund Account 

•oo 
1,137 

498 

499 
859 
369 

99 
77 

4,151 
100 

130 
135 

462 
517 

" 487 
199 
124 

91 

1,203 
250 

19 

102, 
108 

22 

52 
170 
577 
363 

1953 

2,235 

1,227 

176 

4,516 

1,926 

2,866 

12,946 
1,160 

£14,106 

INTERSTATE 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR 

EXPENDITURE 

To Sundry Charges, Season 1952 • . . . . . . . 
•• Interstate Charges, Season 1952-Deficiency 

2 
1,203 

:£1,205 

' ACCOUNT 

MONTHS ENDED 3ht AUGUST, 1953 

INCOME. 
1952 

1,019 By Head Office Levy, 1951 
8,570 , Head Office Levy,_l952 ....•. 

4 
1,067 

19 

1,804 

£12,483 

Less Paid to Branches . . . . 

., Head Office Levy, 1953 ..... . 
Less Paid .and Owing to Branches 

, Packers' Membership Fee, 1953 
, Interest Received-

Bank Deposits . , • . . . 
Commonwealth Treasury Bonds 
Loan Account . . , . 

, Deficiency transferred to' General Fund Account .• 

CHARGES FUND 

165 
54 

14,605 
2,052 

2 
1,306 

10 

THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 31st AUGUST, 1953. 

INCOM_E. 

By Interest Received . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 
.. Deficiency transferred to Interstate- Charges Fund 

1953 
Cr. 

111 

12,051 
624 

1,318 

:£14,106 

er. 
" 1,165 

t1,20ii 
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PUBLICITY FUND 
REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR THE PERIOD 23~d 

EXPENDITURE 
Dr. 

To Administratio·n Expenses-
Publicity Sub~Committee allowances and expenses 
Office Staff-

Salaries . . . . . . . . . • • • • , 
Travelling expenses . . . , 

Office Management and Overheads-
Rent . . . . . . • • • · 
Legal Expenses . . . , 
Audit Fees ..•... , • 
Postages . . . . . . . . . . 
Telegrams and Telephones 
Publications and Journals 
General Office Expenses 
Stationery . . , , • , 
Insurances 
Depreciation-

Office Furniture • . • , .. 
Motor Panel Vans 

, Publicity-
Contact Staff

Salaries . . . . . . . . 
Travelling Expenses 

Advertising- -
Women's Magazines .. \ 
Newspapers . . . . 
Trade Journals . . . . • • 
Radio .....•..••.. 
Window Displays . . . . • . . , • • • • 
Shows and Exhibitions . • • • . • . . 
Competition . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 
Trade and Consumer Literature , . . . 
Agency Fees . . • . . . • • • . . . . . . . 
Production Costs • . . . . . . . . . 
Fruit Provided , . . . . . • . . . 
Freight . . . . . . . ..... -••.. 

, Other Expenditure-
Market Surveys .. 
Health -and Diet Data 
Liaison with Growers • • . . . • • . 

Surplus transferred to Publicity Fund Acce-unt .. 

AUDITOR'S 
I have made an examination and audit of the Books of the Head Office and 

the Publicity Fund Accounts of the Association and also those in res:pect of the 
Interstate Charges Fund for the twelve months ended 31st August, 1953. 

I certify that the Revenue· Accounts, the Income and Expenditure Account of 
the Interstate Charges Fund, and the Balance Sheets are correctly drawn 
up, and exhibit a true and ~rrect view of the finances of the As-sociation, 
according to the best of my information and as. shown by the Books of Account. 

ACCOUNT 

OCTOB-ER, 1952, -TO 31st AUGUST, 1953 

·By Contributions-
Growers-for Season 1952 

for Season 1953 

Agents-for Season 1953 
By Interest Received-

Bank De:posits . . • • • • 

REPORT 

INCOME. 

·17,325 
47,396 

C-r. 

64,721 
1,200 

67 

;£65,98& 

I have accepted your Bankers' C-ertificate in res:pect to Securities• held by 
them as shown in the Balance Sheets. 

11th November, 1953. 

MORRIS J. COHEN, 
Chartered Accountant (Australia). 

l 
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MURRAY INDUSTRIES DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION LTD. 
Annual Report for the Year Ended 30th September, 1953 

Gentlemen, 
On behalf of the Council of Murray Industries Deve

lopment Association Ltd. I have pleasure in submitting 
the report for the year ended 30th September, 1953. 

The audited accounts disclose the following financial 
·position:-
Revenue: 
Dividends, £1460; Interest, £1090; 

Other Income, £509 . . . . Total 
Expenses·: 
Councillors' Fees, £70; Audit Fee, 

£11; Printing and Stationery, 
£9; Sundries, £22 . . . . Total 

Surplus of Revenue over Expenses 
transferred to General Fund 
Account ......... · · · . • · · 

Assets of the company consist of
Shares in Packing Company . . . . · .. 
Loans to Packing Companies .. 
Advances to Packing Company .. 
Interest Accrued on loans and ad-

vances -. . . . . . . . . . 
Sundry Debtors . . . . . . . . 
Credit Balance at Bank .. 

Liabilities of the company comprise
The A.D.F.A. Advance Account . . . . 
General Fund-surplus of Revenue .. 

Reconciliation: 
The A.D.F.A. Advance Account in 

1952 Was ......... . 
It now stands at . . . . . . 

A reduction of . . . . . . · . . . . 

£41,400 
11,200 
10,000 

375 
300 

11 

£37,834 
25,452 

This is the net amount paid by M.I.D.A. Ltd. 
A.D.F.A. for the year, and consists of
Surplus of Revenue over Expenses £2,947 
Loan repayments . . . .· . . . . 1,600 
Decrease in interest accrued . . . . . . 222 

£3,059 

112 

£2,947 

£63,286 

£63,286 

£42,398 
37,835 

£4,563 

to The 

4,769 

Less-
Sundry Debtors . . . . 
Increase in Bank credjt balance 
Decrease in Sundry Creditors .. 

Stabilisation~ 

For the purpose of record, it may be 
set out that the net cost of the 
Stabilisation Plan to 30th Septem
ber, 1952, was . . . . . ._ . . . . 

Gain on Revenue Account for 1953 .. 

Net cost of the Plan to date is . . . . 

200 
1 
5 

206 

£4,563 

£62,973 
2,947 

£60,026 

That the formation of M.I.D.A. Ltd. in 1937 was a vital 
necessity for the stabilisation of the Industry has been 
c{mfirmed in every yea·l. of its existence. In terms of 
recorded values the plan still shows a deficiency-the 
difference between expenditure and realisation of assets 
-of £60,026, but its stabilising effect on the Industry 
is incalculable. The accl,lmulated savings which the 
plan has gained for the Industry would, over the sixteen 
years of the company's existence, be in excess of 
£3 millions. · 

The assets vested in M.I.D.A. Ltd. amount .to £63,286, 
and it is the duty of the M.I.D.A. Council, which com
prises all members of the Board of Management of The 
A.D.F.A., to regularly review the various assets and 
the revenue to be derived therefrom. It is also the duty 
of that Council (as trustees for the growers), so far as 
lies in its power, to maintain those assets at their full 
value, and to do . nothing which would depreciate or 
weaken them. 

M.I.D.J\.. Ltd. has been, in the past, instrumental in 
strengthening weak links in the chain of A.D.F.A. inter
ests. There is no visible sign that necessary action is 
required in the future, but it is advisable that the com
pany continue to function in the event that conting·encies 
may develop which may call for action. 

On behalf of the Council, 
P, MALLOCH, 

30th November, 1953. President. 

PUBLICITY FINANCE 
Board Report on Contribution by Growers for Season 1954 

After careful and detailed examination of the- pro
pOsed publicity campaign for the coming season by the 
Publicity Sub-Committee and further consideration by 
the Board of Management, -the Board recommends that 
£32,310 be spent on the 1954 campaign. 

The amount required is greater than for _Season 1953, 
and this is mainly because-

(i) Expenditure on advertising did not start until 
June, 1953, so that provision was made only for 
nine months to February, 1954. 

(ii) The first publicity representative was not em
ployed until ~ay, 1953, and the second not until 
August, 1953, so that salaries and travelling ex
penses .were provided for ten months and seven 
months respectivelx. 

(iii) In Season 1954 
(a) a third representative is to be employed 

. operating principally in ·the country and 
interstate; and 

(b) the Publicity Fund must be expected to 
stand an equitable cost of rent and other 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

overheads at the Association's new premises 
in West Melbourne. 

Contributions. ·In ascertaining _the amount of financ·e 
which wi,ll be available to the end of the campaign for 
Season 1954 and the extent to which further contri
butions should be sought from growers, the following 
statement is presented:-
Cash at banks at 31st August, 1953 £35,595 
Add Estimated Contributions yet to be 

collected from growers through 
Agents and directly from Agents 16,860 

Le~s Season 1953 expenditure appli
cable to period Sept., 1953-Feb., 
1954 ................. . 

Estimated funds available to finance 
Season 1954 activities ....... . 

Budget for Season 1954 . . . . 

Estimated surplus fun~s 3.t end of Season 1954 

52,455 

15,380 

37,075 
32,310 

£4,765 
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While it. seems that sufficient liqUid fund~ will be 
available from present contributions to cover operations 
until the end of Season 1954, it is desirable that con
sideration be given to recommending to Federal Council 
that a contribution for 1954 be made. The following 
observations are submitted in ~his regard:-

(i) The almost certain possibility that the 1954 
harvest will be lower than for 1953, 

(ii) A fluctuation of the pack caused by adverse har
vesting conditions. 

~(iii) Whether publicity activities on the scale adopted 
for Season 1953 and propos~d for 1954 should 
continue, whether they should be increased, 
decreased or abandoned afte1' 1954. 

(iv) Assuming Federal Co'uncil. this year affirms last 
year's resolution that the publicity campaign be 
a continuing one, then activities beyond i954 
must be financially planned for. 

(v) Allowing, then, for the possibility of had seasons 
with low tonnages for 1955 and beyond, is it 
desirable to arrange for contributions to be made 
from the 1954 harvest to build up a reserve so 
that a heavy rate of contribution would not have 
to be sought for 1955'? 

The Board consider that the campaig·n must be a 
continuing one; the full benefit· of expenditure during 
Seasons 1953 and 1954 may not be felt until 1955, and 
perhapS even later. The contingency of low production 
in' 1955 cannot be overlooked, and there is the desh·a
bility that from season to season contribution rates 
should not violently fluctuate. The Board therefore 
recommend a contribution of 7/- per ton for Season 
1954. To assist the Finance Committee in considering 

this recommendation, the following assessment has been 
made on a crop of 80,000 tons for 1954, but the foll9w
in~ assessments are given for a possible variation of that 
pack figure based on rates of 7/- and 5/- per ton. 

7/~per 5/~per 
ton will ton will 
return return 

On an estimated pack of 80,000 tons £28,000 £20,000 
70,000 tons £24,500 £17,500 
60,000 tons £21,000 £15,000 
50,000 tons £17,500 £12,500 

Taking 7 I- per ton as a contribution rate for 1954 
and 5/- per ton for 1955, and assuming that publicity 
expenditure (without any capital expenditure added) 
will be at apProximately the same figure as is recom
mended for 1954, the following forecast of the cash 
position at the end of Season 1955 is given. 

80,000 70,000 60,000 50,000 
tons tons tons tons 
crop .crop crop crop 

£ £ £ £ 
Surplus funds at end 

of Season 1954 (as 
previously shown) 4,765 4,765 4,765 4,765 

Contributions-
Season 1954 .. 28,000 24,500 21,000 17,500 
Season 1955 .. 20,000 17,500 15,000 12,500 

52,765 46,765 40,765 34,765 
Estimated budget for 

Season 1954 31,000 31,000 31,000 31,000 
Estimated surplus 

funds available 21,765 15,765 9,765 3,765 

INTERIM FINANCES FOR 1953-1954 
ary 
the 

ln addition to 'confirming a list of cheques drawn since the last meeting, as tabled, th~ Board at their Janu
meeting examined statements of receipts and expenditure for the current period 1/11/53 to 31/12/53 and for 
cumulative period 1/9/53 to 31/12/53, which disclosed the following financial positions: 

Association Main Funds Association Publicity Funds 

Opening balance of Bank funds and 
cash on hand . . . . . . . . . , .. 

Net funds drawn from deposits on call 
Receipts-

From interest, Head Office levy and 
other sources 

Sale of office ·equipment , . 
Price reduction recoveries from 

Selling -Agents . . . . . . . . , . 
Net repayments from M.I.D.A. Ltd. 

on advances made . . . . . . . . 

Expenditure-
General items of the Association 
Advances to Publicity Fund .. 
Payments to distributors for price 

reduction on M.F. Currants, Seed
less Lexias and Prunes . . . . . . 

Research . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Head Office levy paid to Branches 

Prepayments unexpended at end of 
period . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Bank funds and cash on hand at 

Period 

£1,583 
1,063 

1,705 
35 

740 

787 

£5,913 

£3,031 

216 

853 

2 

£4,102 

31/12/53 . . . . . . . . . . . . £1,811 

C'umu~ 
lative 

on 

Period Cumu .. 
lative 

£1,772 
246 

Opening balance of Bank funds 
hand .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. £40,554 £35,595 

4,794 
55 

740 

1,317 

£8,924 

£4,971 
9 

902 
370 
853 

8 
--·-
£7,i13 

Receipts-
Contributons, Season 1953-

Growers ... . 
Agents ..... . 

Expenditure-
Committee f.ees and expenses 
Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . , , 
Travelling expenses .·. . . . . , . 
General office expenses, postages, 

stationery, &c. . . . . 
Office furniture . . . . . . . . , , .. 
Liaison with Growers . , . . . . . 
Advertising-

Press, radio and trade journals 
Trade and recipe leaflets 
Competition . . . . . . 
Agency fees . . . . . , . , 
Shows and exhibitions , . 
Fruit provid-ed . . . . . . . . 

'Research-health and diet data 
Equipment-displays . . . . . . . 

3,422 
1,142 

£45,118 

73 
968 
214 

306' 

5 

390 
125 
131 

13 
115 

2 

12,592 
1,142 

£49,329 

93 
1,106 

230 

384 
25 

5 

3,189 
375 
576 
213 
294 

2 
11 
50 

£2,342 £6,553 

£1,811 Bank funds on hand at 31/12/53 .. £42,776 £42,776 

LOCAL LEVY 
In accordance with Rule 151 of A.D.F.A. Rules and Regulations, Merbein Dried Fruits Growers' Union, 

A.D.J:l\A., advised the Board of a local levy of 6d. per ton to augment the finances of the Branch. 
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Sp£ciaf a'tticfe 
THE 'UNITED KINGDOM MARKET 

- i . ' 
ADDRESS BY MR. P. MALLOCH, M.B.E., TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 

Arrangements for Open Marketing Reviewed 
Prcbably no subject created gr.eater interest at Federal Council 1953 than the address giyen by Mr. 

Malloch o-n the work carried out by the Export Control Board delegationn in the United Kingdom during September 
1953. The main functions. of the delegation Were to arrange the marketing of the 1954 crop with the M~nistry olf 
Food, and to lay down the basic systC]m for selling Australian Dried Vine Fruits under "open market" conditions. 

In additi·on to Mr. Malloch (Marketing Board member), who !Was appo'inted leader,. the delegaticn com
prised Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E. (Grower member), an'd: Mr. J. McKay (Commercial member). Mr-. J. R. G.ordbn, 
the .other Commercial member of the Board, who was then in Londo1.1, took part in the discussioins. 

The first portion of Mr. Malloch's address was a summary released by the Chairman of the Export Control 
Board (Mr. R. H. Gilbert), and this referred to· the following aspects o1f the delegation's work. 

M.O.F. Negotiations. 

The first task was to negotiate with the Ministry of 
Food terms for marketing our 1954 crop in the United 
Kingdom. In view of decontrol of Dried Fruits being 
announced as effective from 1st December, 1953, it Was 
agreed that our fruit should be marketed through normal 
trade channels-relieving' the M.O.F. of responsibility 
for financing, warehousing and distributing the crop. 
The M.O.F. was asked to guarantee an f.o.b. return at 
the same rates as paid in 1953, i.e., Currants, £77/10/
to £82/10/-; Sultanas, £94; Lexias, £94 per ton. The 
M.O.F. counter-offered £70 per ton for Sultanas, and 
arguments centred around this fruit and price. Even
tually they offered a "support" price of £70 per ton 
for 1 and 2 Crown, and £75 for 3 and 4 Crown Currants; 
£80 per ton for Sultanas and Lexias. 

Despite arguments and representations by our Minis
ter for Commerce, Rt. Hon. J. McEwen, the M.O.F. would 
not increase the rates. Treasury officials were adamant 
on this. They were influenced by the fact that Gre.Elk 
Currants were on offer at £68 to £72 per ton f.o.b., 
and Turkish No. 9 Sultanas at £76 per ton f.o.b. Adding 
duty of £2 per ton on Currants and £8/10/- on Sultanas 
gave a probable comparative f.o.b. realisation for Aus~ 
tralian Currants at £70 to £74, and for Sultanas 
£83/10/-. It was claimed that this was the price the 
M.O.F. woul,P. have paid had it been purchasing our 
1954 crop, and that this should be the "support" price. 
The argument was without result. Details of procedure 
to arrive at f.o.b. average returns were agreed upon. 
It is stressed that the support price should not be made 
known in the United Kingdom or Australian preis, as it 
could affect our aim for high,est realisation on sales, 

Proceeds of sale in excess of the support price will 
accrue to growers. 

Agents and Brokers. 

Sales medium in pre-war years was by agents and 
brokers. Agents were paid H% commission. Brokers 
in London received 1!% from sellers and ~% from 
buyers. Brokers in outports received 2% from sellers. 
Average rate may be calculated at 3-t o/o. All sales had, 
compulsorily, to go through brokers. 

After much negotiation in London, Liverpool and 
Bristol, it was agreed that sales through brokers should 
be optional; that agents could sell direct to buyers; that 
rates payable should be 2 o/o where sales were made 
direct, and 2?!: %. where a broker was used. Average 
rate now payable may be calculated at 2~o/o. This 
shows a saving of 1% in selling costs. 

The arrang~n;1ent will be revie,Wed in two years. 
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Dealers. 
Pre-war trade was confined to dealer members of 

the L.D.F.T.A.-mainly Eastcheap firms. During the 
war the Ministry of· Food established a list of first-hand 
distributors-a list of about 150 firms. There were, 
however, several large multiples and manufacturers 
with whom the agents desired to establish direct trade~ 
The Dealers' Association was prepared to accept the 
M.O.F. list, but was most antagonistic towards admis

·-sion of multiples and manufacturers. A compromise 
was arrived at by the admission of the largest multiples. 
This results in a much wider list of buyers than in pre
war ·years. 

Draftage. 

There was a pre-war allowance of 1i o/o. Brokers and 
dealers were informed this would be discontinued. They 
agreed. 

Discount. 
There was a pre-war allowance of 1§%. Brokers and 

dealers were informed this would be discontinued. They 
agreed. 

Warehouse Rent. 
Pre-war, dealers were allowed two· months' free 

storage after date of sale. This has been reduced to 
fourteen days. 

Warehouse Insurance. 

Pre-war, dealers were allowed one month free insur
ance after date of sale. This has been reduced to two 
weeks. 

Pre-war terms 
ing of contract. 

Terms of Payment. 

were for payment 30 days after sign
This will be reduced to seven days, 

Uniform Contract. 

A uniform contract was drafted, and accepted. by 
importers. 

Branding of Cases. 
A uniform system of branding eases was discussed, 

and, when adopted, will effect considerable savings in 
handling at wharves and in warehouses, 

Weighing. 
It was agreed to apply a system of 10% gross weigh

ings to arrive at average gross weight; 3% taring to 
arrive at average tare-fruit to be sold at resultant nett 
average weight. 
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Importers' Association. 

Meetings were held with all agents handling Aus
tralian Dried Fruits, and it was agreed that an Associa
tion of these agents should be formed. 

Warehouses. 

Warehouses at London, Liverpool, Bristol and Glasgow 
were inspected and have been reported on fully, with a 
view to establishing a list of approved warehouses in 
each port. 

Fumigation, 

Fumigation personnel, practices and policies were 
investigated· and have been reported -on fully. 

London Agency. 

The London Agency of the Board was considered, and 
recommendations for appointment of Messrs. Niall 
MacPherson, M.P., as Chairman, and R. Youdale and 
W. Ranger as members, were approved _by thC full Board. 

T echnicaJ Officet:'. 

Recommendation for appointment of Mr. G. Ranger 
was approved by t:Q_e Board. Duties and policies were 
set out ·in writing. 

Price Control. 

Procedure to be followed in regard to control of 
prices in United Kirigdom was closely examined and 
approved on the following general lines. The London, 
Agency of the Board will determine the minimum sell
ing prices for each grade of each fruit. In this the 
Agency will be guided by the competitive factors of 
other producing countl'ies. The technical officer will 
detel'mine the premiums at which inteTmediate qualities 
within the crown gTades shall be sold. The technical 
officer will not deal with any buyer, 'nor will buyers be 
allowed access to the Board's sample rooms. Agents 
will, however, be able to view the full range of samples 
and to compare relative values fixed. 

Department of Commerce. 

Mr. Paterson and Mr. Cook, Chief and Assistant Trade 
CommissionerS, wel'e informed of all trade negotiations. 
They took part in all discussions with the Ministry of 
Food, and co-opel'ated fully with the delegation. They 
gave us valuable advice and_ assistance. 

Estimated Savings. 

Based on average export of 50,000 tons at a conserva
tive value of £4,000,000, it is estimated that savings 
effected will be: 

Brokerage and Commission, 1 o/o saving . . . . 
Draftage, ~% saving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Discount, H% saving . . . . . . . . _, . . . . . . . 
Rent, reduced by six weeks at 2/- per ton per 

week ..................... ·· .. 
Terms of Payment reduced from 30 days to 

7 days ..................... . 
Insurance reduced by two weeks at 3d. per ton 

per week ..................... . 
Branding, Stacking and Weighing, 2/- per ton 

(est.) .....•.....•........ 

Stg. p.a. 
£40,000 

20,000 
69,000 

30,000 

9,000 

2,500 

5,000 

Total English Currency . . . . . . . . . . 
Plus 25% in rate of exchange . . . . . . . . 

.. £166,500 
41,625 

Total Australian Currency . . . . , . . . .. £208,125 

Californian Competition. 

One final and important submission to the Ministry 
of Food was that the Treasury should not grant dollar 
credit for importation of subsidised Californian Raisins. 
The grounds were: 

(a) That there were enough Californian Raisjns in 
store to meet the demand for many months. 

(b) That further imports would depress the market 
for other growths, _and cause losses to producers 
in Australia, Turkey, Greece and South Africa. 
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(c) That, in this way, United Kingdom could demon
strate its adherence to the principles of G.A.T.T. 
in respect to non-subsidising of exports by any 
country. 

Lex.ias. 
Two phases. of marketing Lexias in the United King

dom were investigated. The first was the placing of 
surplus 1953 crop, 3 crown grade, not included in the 
M.O.F. contract. A substantial tonnage (230 tons) was 
sold as Seeded Raisins in cartons, to arrive after 1st 
December, on a price leyel which would return the 
grower the same rate as he would have received had 
the fruit been nllder M.O.F. contract. 

The secane- phase was future marketing of substantial 
tonnages of Lexias in the United Kingdom, which will be 
available from new plantings by soldier settlers. A pro
posal to establish a seeding and packaging plant in the 
United Kingdom was considered, but found to be_ imprac
ticable. 

It was eventually considered that successful market
ing of this fruit would depend on sales of Seeded Raisins 
in bulk or cartons-the work being done in Australia. 
Co~ts will have to be closely examined and reduced to 
a minimum. Mechanical packaging pTocesses should be 
developed as soon as possible, in order to reduce labour 
costs. 

Mr. C. Ward, of the Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd., who was in London with the delegation, did 
much work of value in respect to these investigations. 

This is a condensed report of the United Kingdom 
negotiations, as issued by the Export Control Board. 
Naturally, much -more could be said in respect to the 
negotiations, and, briefly, I would report on several 
aspects. 

Savings: Naturally, there has been a concentration 
of interest in the savings that have been effected by the 
delegation, but it should be said thitt muCh worlc was 
done in London prior to the visit of this delegation on 
this matter. On prior visits by Mr. Gordon, Mr. 
O'Donnell, Mr. Casey and Mr. Watt, the objectives of 
the Industry in this matter were clearly defined and 
stressed as our objective on decontrol of Dried Fruits. 
Mr. Youdale, of Overseas Farmers, and Mr. Ranger, of 
Gollin & Co., were impressed by these representations, 
and those two gentlemen have done a great deal in the 
last three years to make the work of the last delegation 
easier. They have performed an excellent service to 
the Dried Fruits Industry, and full tribute should be 
paid to their· contribution towards the savings effected. 

It is a matter for regJ;"et that, whilst these savings 
have been effected, they are more than offset by rising 
costs _of wages, materials and services within the Indus
try, and over which the Industry has no control. 

Appraisement System: Something may well be added 
to the report on the proposed system of dealing with 
price control in the United Kingdom. This is one phase 
of our negotiations in which we were not at fitst_ in 
entire accord with the views expressed- by· the London 
selling agents. Their view was that the London Agency 
of the Board should fix a general average price for each 
grade of each fruit, and that it be left to the agent to 
determine or secure higher prices for better-than-average 
types within the grade, and to determine the discount 
or lower rate which should be paid for lowel'-than
average types within the crown grade. Iri discussions 
with the appointed technical officer, it was agreed that 
this was not to the best advantage of the grower. It 
left too much power for price bargaining on the part 
of the selling agent. It was eventually decided that the 
Board should fix the minimum pl'ice at which crown grade 
fruit should be sold, and the technical officer should 
determine the premiums for intermediate types within 
the grades. In the actual selling of fruit, the agent who 
had the power to negotiate a hil?;her price for inter
mediate types within the grades. might well, in theory, 
say that a· line of top· 3-crown was worth, say, 89/-, 
against a 4-crown at 90/-, while the minimum price for 
3-crown fixed by the Board was 85/-, but the principal 
of the firm concerned is not the seller of the fruit. He 
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employs salesmen who have to contact-buyers, who know 
that the.minimum price_for 3-crown is 85/-. The sales
man asks the buyer for 89/- for his 3-crown line. Deal
ing starts between the buyer and seller, and the line 
may he sold at 87/-. The grower is the loser. Under 
the system approved by the Board, the technical officer 
will definitely determine th~ minimum price at which 
the line may be sold, namely, 89/-. 

In our negotiations with the dealers and the brokers 
it was made clear that in future we would bring stability 
and a degree of dignity into the Dried Fruits trade, in 
contrast to the chiselling tactics which were1 so often 
in evidence in pre-war years. It should be stressed that 
the technical officer will nOt, in any degree, take part 
in the selling of Dried Fruits; that buyers will not be 
admitted to the Board's appraisement room; that buying 
will be carried out by the agents and by the brokers, 
where employed; that the selling agents will have access 
to the appraisement room and the right to examine the 
full range of samples assessed for value by' the technical 
officer. The technical officer will be under the direction 
of the London Board and the London manager. 

Support Price: The phase of our transactions in regard 
to the support price was disappointing to the delegation, 
as it must be disapponting to growers._ In December, 
1952, our Minister for Agriculture, the Hon. J. McEwen, 
made an agreement with the Minister for Supply in the 
United Kingdom, Major Lloyd George, that our contract 
would be extended to coVer the 1954 crop. This clause 
was, however, added: "In the event that the Ministry 
of Food ceases to be the sole importer of Dried Fruits, 
the two Governments shall meet and make such arrange~ 
ments as will enable them to discharge their obligations 
under the agreement." ' 

On the 1st December, 1953, the Ministry of Food 
decontrolled Dried Fruits. It ceased to be the sole 
importer of Dried Fruits, consequently an arrangement 
had to be come to_ in respect to the 1954 crop. At our 
first interview the Ministry of Food indicated that it 
was not prepared to enter into ahy further purchases 
of Dried Fruits, and it asked that we market our 1954 
crop without responsibility on their part; We referred 
to their obligation under the agreement, and asked that 
the Ministry either purchase our 1954 crop at a price 
to be agreed, or that they grant a support price equiva
lent to the price they would have paid had they been 
purchasing our crop. The Ministry expressed the opinion 
that the operation of a support price was impracticable, 
and we set out to prove to them that support price was 
practicable. It took two interviews to proVe this, and 
eventually the conditions under which the support price 
was g.ranted were agreed. These are the terms: 

1. The Export Control Board, either from Melbourne 
or London agency, to advise the Ministry of Food of all 
shipments of Currants, Sultanas and LeJ;Cias. This 
information is supplied to the Board by exporters. 

2. A duplicate copy of account sales to be sent by 
United Kingdom agents to the Ministry of Food. 

8. Exporters to render a statement to the Export· Con
trol Board at the conclusion of sales, showing prices sold 
ex warehouse, and all charges bacl{ to f.o.b., then the 
f.o.b. realisation; this statement to be made under 
statutory declaration. 

4. The Export Control Board to aggregate sales, 
charges, f.o.b. returns, and arrive at average f.o.b. real
isation• If there is any claim on the Ministry of Food, 
it will be submitted under statutory declaration. 

5. The Ministry of Food to allow costs, as incurred, 
for marine freight, irisurance, landing, warehousing, 
sampling, fumigation, selling commission and brokerage 
(to a maximum of 2~ o/o), finance charges, as incurred, to 
~ o/o. 

6. Separate statements to be prepared for Currants, 
Sultanas and Lexias. 

7. No "support price'' will be granted for Seeded 
Raisins. 

8. The Ministry of Food will pay claims to the Export 
Control Board, and the Export Control Board to 
expprters. \ 

9. The agreement will be in the form of exchange 
of letters between the Ministry of Food and the Depart
ment of Commerce. 

10. There will be an interim survey of the position 
at the end of September and December, 1954, with 
finalisation as at 31st March, 1955. 

11. Apart from the arrangement with the Ministry 
of Food, there will require to be an arrangement- in 
Australia for adjustment between exporters. This hfts 
not been decided in detail, but generally the adjustment 
may follow these lines:-
(a') In the event of f.o.b. realisations of any exporter 

being below the Ministry of Food "support price," 
and the realisations of any exporter being above 
the Ministry of Food 11support price," the exporter 
or exporters who have realised over the "support 
price" shal~ pay the surplus into an adjustment 
fund for payment to the exporter or exporters 
whose realisations are under "support price," with 
a proviso that exporters paying into the adjust
ment fund shall not be called on to pay in more 
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I IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. i 
S Operating in ~ 
• • 1 MILDURA, IRYMPLE, MERBEIN, RED CLIFFS ~ 

~ PACKERS OF DRIED AND· CITRUS FRUITS • 
~ . 
~ Vineyard Implements and Reqpisites Supplied ~ 
~ : 
~ Properties Financed a11d Supervised l 
i PROPERTY SALESMEN I 
: Agents for a 
i : .- General Accident Fire and Life Assura.t:tce Cor{>_n. Ltd. • 1 , . T. & G. Mutual Life Assurance Society Ltd. . ~ 
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than will bring their l'eturns below the 41support 
price," nor shall they pay in more than sufficient 
to bring the realisation of the exporters whose 
realisations are under the "support price" to a 
figure above the "support price." 

(b) In the event that average realisation of any or all 
of the fruit is less than the "support price," and a 
claim is lodged with the Ministry of Food and settled 
with the Export Control Board, payments by the 
Export Control Board shall be made to exporters 
on the basis of bringing individual realisations to 
the "support price" level. Should any exporter 
have realisations -abOve the "support price" ( exclu
sive of claims adjustment), he may be called on to 
pay such surplus or part of such surplus into an 
adiustment account, to bring the proceeds of an 
exporter to the "support price" level. 

These latter conditions have still to be reviewed in 
detail by the Export Control Board. 

With respect to prices, the strongest possible argu
ments were brought to bear to secure higher rates. A 
memorandum from our Minister for Commerce to the 
Minister for Supply in the United Kingd-om failed to 
br~ng any better resul~s. At one stage, we thought We 
might P-ave secured higher rates, but, after five inter
views, there was an adamant announcement from the 
highest levels that the ·prices offered were the maximum 
the Treasury would agree to. 

Since the return of the delegation from London, -the 
Acting Minister for Commerce and the Minister for 
Supply in the United Kingdom have published the sup
port prices, This is most unfortunate, as it may affect 
realisations. Advices from London state that the imme-
diate reaction of the trade on publication of the prices 
was that selling prices could be reduced to give a retail 
price of 1/- a lb., instead of the present level of price, 
1/4 per lb. The Export Control Board has protested 
against the action of the Minister in this matter, but 
the damage has been done. 

Californian Purchase: The Board's report 1·efers to 
the protest of the delegation against admission of 
further supplies of Californian fruit at this time. While 
the delegation was in London, Mr. Setrakian, Chairman 
of the Raisin Growers' Committee of California, was 
in London, endeavouring to negotiate a contract with 
the Ministry of Food. We endeavoured to secure an 
undertaking from the Ministry of Food that no Cali
fornian fruit wo1,1ld be purchased, but their reply was 
evasive-they simply said they coUld not give a guaran
tee. From other quarters we were informed that five 
U.S.A. SenatoTs were in London, bringing pressure on 
the Boatd of Trade to make a purchase 'of Californian 
fruit. On our return to Australia we were astonished 
to learn that the Ministry had purchased 25,000 tons 
of Californian fTuit at £55/4/- a ton f.o.b. San Fran
cisco. Our first reaction was orie of extreme annoyance. 
A cable from London has informed us that the Ministry 
of Food stated this is theiT last purchase, and the reason 
for the purchase was to prevent the complaint of dis
criminatioh in trade against the United States. The. 
term applied to the transaction from other quarters 
has been, ~'due to dollars and political pressure." On 
reflection, it is perhaps better that this,_ 25,000 tons will 
be marketed through the Ministry of FOod at reasonable 
Prices rather than through trade channels at a price 
which may have demoralised the market. 

Turkish Subsidy: The subsidy programme of the 
United States has caused indignation and concern .not 
only to the Australian Dried Fruits Industry, but to the 
Industry in Greece, Turkey and South Africa. Protests 
made to the International Conference of Trade and 
CommerCe in October- last proved unavailing. -The 
Turkish Gov~rnment has decided to take action along 
more drastic lines. It has announced payment of an 
exnort subsidy to Turkish Sultanas growers at rates 
which I have calculated from £20 to £29/10/ per ton, 
according to the country to which the fruit is sold. 
Other quarters have quoted the .subsidy as being at much 
higher rates. 
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Greek Support Plan: The. Greek Government, in order 
to assist export of Currants, depreciated the value of 
the drachma from 42,000- to 84,000 to the £. This has 
placed the Greek Currant grower in a much more satis
factory position to compete with Californian Thompsons 
in the world's markets. 

Future Prospects in the United Kingdom: Faced with 
subsidised competition ·from California, Turkey and 
Greece, our Industry must view the futurj:3 with a degree 
of serious concern. We have never in the history of 
the Industry had to face world's markets with subsidies 
granted to our competitors completely nullifying and 
more than counter-balancing the benefits which it was 
designed should accrue in the Empire to Empire pro
ducing countries. Apart altogether from the question 
of foreign subsidies, we have to face this serious fact-
The Ministry of Food is stated to have a 

carryover of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,000 tons 
It has purchased from the U.S.A ... (long) 22,000 , 
Imports from Greece and Turkey may be 

stated at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 , 

A total of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . 82,000 , 
Pre-war consumption was . . (per annum) 125,000 , 
Optimistic estimates of present consump-

tion are . . . . . . . . . . (per annum) 150,000 , 
It will thus be seen that the United Kingdom has sup

plies on hand and in view of sufficient to carry her for 
seven or eight months into 1954. Our fruit will enter 
the market in Ap1·il, 1954, to face this competition. 
No one can view this prospect with equanimity. 

Australian Sultanas are held in high favour by the 
market, and may sell well, with a good premium for 
good quality fruit. The grower will get the advantage 
of this, and there should be every effort made in 1954 
to produce the highest quality possible. 

Our Currants are not regarded so favourably, and so 
every effort should be made to improve the general 
standard of this fruit. 

Lexias present another problem, which I will deal 
with separately, 

Lexias: The Ministry of Food has given us a support 
pri~e for Lexias of £80 Stg. per ton f.o.b. There is, 
however, no support price for Seeded Raisins. The 
question has been asked as to how the grower of Lexias 
can be protected for .his £80 per ton on the export of 
Seeded Raisins. The problem is of a twofold nature. 
If we export 7000 tons of Lexias to the United Kingdom 
in 1954, there is every probability, that we will break 
the market. There is not the demand for this tonnage 
of Lexias, as Lexias. The only hope is to stimulate 
demand for this fruit as Seeded Raisins. Prior· to 1939 
we had- built up a very satisfactory trade in lhe United 
King<lom with Seeded Raisins in cartons. This is not 
going to be an easy task. · With a view to ascertaining 
the possibility of stimulating demand in Cana9a, a letter 
was written to one of our leading brokers there, and 
his reply, received this week, reads as follows: 

"Seeded Lexias, so far as this country is concerned, 
I am afraid, will prove a problem child. An· during 
the war, when the Government was bulk purchas
ing, Seeded Raisins were not included. The public 
consequently got off on to Seedless, and have never 
gone back. Then, again, you have a new genera
tion of cooks .coming along every year, and a big 
majority of them have never heard of Seeded 
Raisins. Would not know how to use them. I am 
afraid it would take expensive long-turn advertis
ing to bring them back. Only yesterday we had 
one of our Hamilton wholesalers after us to try. 
and get rid of 50 cases 12-oz. Lexias which he pur
chased a year ago, and had not been able to· sell. 
He is prepared to take cost, without carrying 
charges, and will cart them to Toronto free of 
charge if we can find a buyer." 

The same position as exists in Canada exists in the 
United Kingdom. Seeded Lexias have not been known 
since 1939. The limited quantity of Lexias available 
for that country was sold as Lexias. 
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The Board of Directors of Co~operated Dried Fruits 
Sales Pty. Ltd., discussing this matter this week, has 
decided that trade in Seeded Raisins with the United 
Kingdom should be on a c.i.f. contract basis; that the 
price for the United Kingdom should be based on £80 
sterling per ton f.o.b. for the grower; that the costs of 
seeding shoUld be reduced to a- minimum, even if no 
profit is made on the transaction, and that Seeded Raisins 
should be made available to the trade in the United 
Kingdom at the lowest possible price. 

The Export Coritrol Board, in discussing this problem 
this' week, has decided to make a special publicity grant 
to stimulate trade in Seeded Raisins in bakery and retail 
channels in the United Kingdom. The publicity work 
Will be carried out through Mr. Rees, the Commonwealth 
Publicity Officer in the United Kingdom. 

Generally speaking, in regard to 1954 prospects, it 
may be said that growers must look forward to a reduc~ 
tion of possibly £8 to £10 a ton in the sweat box price. 
It is a serious matter to look forward to reduced returns 
at a time when all costs have mounted to an inordinately 
high level. 

Canned Fruits: It may seem strange to Dried Fruits 
growers that they have to take reductions in price, while 
the canned fruits industry has received a contract with 
the Ministry of Food at a 5 o/o increase in price. The 
reason is this: Australia and South Africa are the only 
suppliers of canned fruit within the Commonwealth trad~ 
ing bloc. In October a London firm entered into an 
open contract with importers of Australian ·and South 
African canned fruit at an advance of 25% in price, 
subject to decontrol and no dollar· imports being allowed. 
The Ministry of Food .wished to decontrol canned fruits, 
but they were faced with the prospect that, if they decon~ 
trolled, there would be an increase in price of 25%. If dol
lars, however, were made available for imports of Ameri~ 
can canned fruit, the price would drop 33%. The Treas
ury would not make dollars available for importation of 
canned fruit; the Ministry was not prepal'ed to face a 
25% advance, and a compromise was reached on a 5% 
advance and a continuing contract. 

In conclusion, as leader of the delegation, ·may I say 
that every member worked assiduously, and we were in 
complete agreement on every decision made. I wish 
to pay a tribute to mY colleagues for their support 
and their application to the many phases of the problems 
with which we wel'e faced and for the results they 
achieved on behalf of the Dried Fruits Industl'y. 

. Vote of Thanks 
Council unanimously passed a Vote of Thanks to Mr. 

Malloch for his excellent and comprehensive address. 

Production CoSts Will Swallow Savings 
Unfortunately, from an Industry angle the whole of 

this amount would be swallowed up in increased pro
duction costs. It is a matter for regr:-et that whilst these 
savings have been effected, they are more than offset by 
rising costs of wages, materials and services within the 
Industry, and over which the Industry·has no control. 

DEBATE BY FEDERAL COUNCIL 
After the complete coverage of United Kingdom mar

keting conditions given by Mr. Malloch delegates had 
little which they wished to immediately discuss; the 
impression gained at the meeting being that as the prob
lems were not only vast, but also highly technical and 
consequently complicated, delegates preferred to digest 
future prospects quietly and analytically. The following 
short debate did, however, take place. 

Mr. ORTON: Might I ask a oueStion? While entil'ely 
in accord with the motion, I notice that you have not 
made any definite renuest to the Minister regarding any 
definite export subsidy. Have you discussed the advisa
bility {)f ·making a request for an export subsidy? 

Ml'. MALLOCH: It is only three weeks since we came 
back, and we had to deal with it first in very general 
terms. There is doubt as to what that Turkish subsidy 
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is. We want to bring the facts before the Minister first, 
and then following a statement of facts and investigation, 
we will have a deputation to Canberra to make a general 
request. I think the idea was to put it in general terms 
first. 

Mr. BUSBRIDGE: Is it in the mind of the mover of 
this motion t}:lat if they continue to put men on the land, 
which I think is right, that the prices must be stabilised 
to be fair .to all the Industry? 

Mr. MALLOCH: Quite definitely. 
Mr. BUSBRIDGE: You do not want plantings to cease, 

you would prefer that every man be put on the land, 
but he must get a reasonable income. That is the· way 
I see it. 

Mr. MALLOCH: I am afraid we cannot control Govern
ment policy. We can only express our opinion on it 
very strongly. 

Mr. DAVEY: It seems to me that Growers have got 
to thanl\ the deputation for a great deal, and I feel very 
happy about the conference, but not so much about the 
costs. I do feel that the addl'ess certainly points out 
to Growers and the Industl'y generally that they had -a 
pretty good picnic in the past over there, and I believe 
we are Tight in going to the Commonwealth Government 
and pressing for this idea of a subsidy as 1 hard as we 
can. I am glad to see the Board of Management adopt 
this attitude. I feel we, as Growers, particularly the 
smaller Growers, will be in need of it, if we ar-e 110t in 
need of it now. Some of we old chaps, have had thirty 
years of it on a little more than fifteen acres. We have 
made livings, but we have schemep. and done without 
things to do it, and now ·a lot of us are feeling the pinch. 
I want to say, here and now, that I am pleased indeed 
to see the attitude of the Board of Management on· this 
particular matter. 

Mr. FRANCIS: I do not want to take mUch of your 
time, but I would like to congratulate Mr. Malloch and 
the delegation on_ the job they did for us in the United 
Kingdom. We had every faith in them when they left. 
I thiilk our faith has been amply justified, and although 
we are not happy, I do not suppose they are either, on 
the results obtained. If we cannot get it from one 
direction we will have to get it from another. 

Important . Resolutions 

Finally Federal Council passed important resOlutions 
which conveyed a r-ealistic understanding of the problems 
which the Industry will encounter in the coming season. 
These resolutions have been conveyed to the Minister for 
Commerce and AgTiculture in a letter and the overall 
position may be better gauged by Growers through the 
publication of the full communication sent by the General 
Secretal'Y· 

"At the Federal Council 1953 of this Association repr-e
senting Dried Fruits Growers and Packers in all the pro
ducing States and Selling Agents for both the Home and 
Overseas markets a long and analytical debate took place 
on the future economy of the AUstralian Industry, and 
particularly in respect to the disposal on competitive 
export markets at World parity prices of the annual Dried 
Vine Fruits suTplus. · 

Industry Alarmed 

"Alarm was expressed at the following important 
factors: 

(i) The reductions in prices alreadY _sustained on 
the. United Kingdom, Canadian and New Zealand 
markets. 

(ii) The abandonment of the bulk buying scheme .bY 
the British Government and the return to mar
marketing in Great Britain on an open competi
tive basis with foreign producing countries at 
Wol'ld -parity prices, with a "support" price 
only for 1954 Season. 
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(iii) The crippling effect/on World prices of the 
United States Government's programme of 
heavily subs~disi!lg exports of. Dried Vine Fruits. 

(iy) The reaction by Greece and Turkey to the U.S. 
subsidy which has i·esulted in-
(a) the former nation manipulating its ex

change rate so that it can trade in World 
markets -at lower prices; and 

(b) the latter country creating its own export 
subsidy programme. 

(v) The virtual nullification in the United· Kingdom 
of -the advantages of Empire Preference by the 
foreign export subsidies and the revaluation of 
the drachma by Greece. 

(vi) The pressure being exerted to abolish Empire 
Preference and the restricting provisions of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(G.A.T.T.) to the recovery of the preferential 
rates lost at Geneva in 1947. 

(vii) The continuation of the rises in costs of pro
duction as revealed by the Bureau of Agricul
tural Economics. 

(viii) The limitations of the Home Market both· in 
respect to consumption and to pay a premium in 
the selling price to offset the lower prices re
ceived from export markets. 

(ix) The recommendations of th~ 'Australian Agri
cultural Council, in the face of these alarming 
conditions, to expand production of Dried Vine. 
Fruits, (all of which would have to be exported) 
up to a further 14,000 acres. 

(x) The adverse effect thitt these various factors 
Ihust have on the stability of the Australian' 
Industry. 

''Federal Council passed resolutions as follows: 

ul. Empire Preferen~e 
'That this\Council directs the attention of the Minister 

for Commerce to the fact that, with the cessation of pur
chases of Australian Dried Fruits by the Ministry of 
Food in the United Kingdom, the benefits of Dominion 
Prefer~nce under the Ottawa Agreement have been com
pletely nullified in Great Britain by'reason of the .follow
ing practices in foreign producing countries. 

'In U.S.A. the Californian Raisin Industry has been 
granted an export subsidy. of 2 cents per lb. (equal to 
£A20 per ton). On top of this the U.S.A. government 
has this year authorised the sale of 25,000 tons of 
T.hompson's Raisins to the U.K. at $138 per ton (equal to 
£E55/4/- per long ton, f.o.b.). The U.S.A. normal price 
is 10i cents per lb. (£E84) per ton. The reduction is 
therefore £E28/16/- Per ton, made up of £E16' subsidy 
and ~E12/16/- lowering of pric-e. · 

'This not only nullifies Australia's preference of 
£E8/10/-, but places the U.S.A. producer in a better 
po(lition than the Australian producer. 

'In Turkey, export subsidies are being paid on Sui~ 
tanas exported from Turkey·to stimulate trade and raise 
prices to producers which have been weakened by subsi
dised Californian Raisins. These subsidies are reported 
to range from £A20 to £A29 per ton. This procedure 
nullifies Australia's U.K. preference of £8/.10/- per ton 
on Sultanas. 

'In _Greece., to assist Currant growers and stimulate 
export trade, the government 1·educed the value of the 
drachma from 42,000 to 84,000 to the £ stg. This has· re~ 
suited in the Greek trade quoting very low. prices to the 
U.K.; prices have been reduc-ed from £E85 per ton to 
an average-of '£E68 per ton. 

'Council further directs the attention of the Minister 
for_C.om~erce to the fact that under present export mar~ 
ket levels of prlce, Dried Fruits producers in Australia 
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are unlikely to receive returns from the U.K. of more 
than 56o/o on Currants or 70o/o on Sultanas, approxi
mately, on cost of production as ascertained by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 

'In view of the fact that 82 o/o of D:t-ied Vine Fruits 
was exported in Season 1953; that of this 58% was ex
ported to the U.K.; that future marketing prospects 
indicate 50% or Ii1o1·e of the crop -win each year be 
exported to the U.K. Council requests--

,(a) That the Minister takes such action, as will ens-ure 
to the Industry, the benefits which it was intended 
should accrue to it under the Preferential Tariff 
agreement with the United Kingdom,· and such 
further action as will give Australian producers 
the support accorded the Industry by the govern~ 
ments of competing producer countries; · 

(~) That the Minister institute an enquiry into stated 
U.K. returns to producers from U.K. sales with a 
view to verifying the foregoing statements and 
that the findings be made available to the 
Industry. 

'Council further ·submits for consideration of the 
Minister for Cotllmel'Ce, the Ministers for Agriculture 
in Victoria, South Australia and New South Wales, .and 
'the Irrigation Production Advisory Committee .the fore
going analysis of marketing problems of the Industry, 
with expressed opinion, that policies for expansion of, the 
Industry under Australian costs of production call for 
immediat'e protective and remedial marketing action for 
old established and newly established producers.' 

"2. U.S.A. Export Subsidy 
'That in view of the effect on the World's mari{ets of 

the United States Government policy of subsidising Dried 
Fruits the Australian Minister for Commerce ~nd Agri
culture be requested to take such action as may be 
necessary to bring before the conference on G.A.T.T. to 
be held in WaShington early in 1954 the strongest possibt'e 
protests against continuance of the U.S. Department Of 
Agriculture's subsidising policies. on Dried Fruits.' 

c~3. Expansion of the Industry 

'That owing to the present unstable position of the 
Industry, plus the lack of future security of those en~ 
gaged in the Industry, the Board of Management 
A.D.F.A. cOntinue to protest against the- uneconomic 
expansion of the Industry, and if thought fit a deputation 
be sent to Canberra to interview the Prime Minister to 
put the case against the expansion of the Industry.' 

"This Association feels that· the views of Australian 
Dried Fruits g1·owers cannot be more clearly, forCibly and 
urgently put forward than set out in the foregoing resolu
tions, and as a result the following recommendations are 
now made to you.' 

ccEmpire Preference 

'It is considered that the provisions of G.A.T.T. act 
most uhfavourably against the Industry, and when 
experienced in conjunction with the effect of the export 
subsidy programme of the U.S.A. have placed Australia 
at a great disadvantage. This disadvantage has noW been 
accentuated through the actions' of Greece and Turkey to 
protect their producers. It is earnestly requested that the 
conditions now being experienced, which will intensify in 
the coming year, be brought to the notice of the Com
monwealth Finance Ministers who meet in Sydney in 
January. Unless the provisions 'of G.A."T.T. are amended 
to· give the Australian Dried Fruits Industry the advant-. 
ages it has enjoyed under Empire Preference any :m,ove to 
improve the convertibility of sterling with the dollar can 
only intensify the element of competition' which Aus
tralian grow~rs have had to contend with from the-U.S.A. 
in the United Kingdom. While in terms o.f international 
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trade ·convertibility may facilitate World trade it is 
essential that industries, such as Australian Dried Fruits 
Which is dependent on exporting ~uch a large proportion 
of its production to competitive markets, are protected 
in those markets through adequate preferential trading 
terms against the freer flow of dollar trading. · 

HJn considering this subject the goal to be sought is 
the restoration of the preferences lost at Geneva in 1947, 
and the elimination of those provisions which prevent 
such restoration. 

~~Export Subsidies 
11The U.S.A. export subsidy programme creates such a 

grave danger that it is felt the strongest representations 
must be made by the Australian government to the 
United States government to have the programme either 
abolished, drastically curtailed or ·eliminated frOm those 
markets in which Empire Preference operates. At present 
the programme applies to the United Kingdom where in 
the past it has been a depressive to the prices obtainable 
from the Ministry of Food and will act even more strongly 
in the future on the price parity now that open market
ing is operating. 

"Any extensions to Empire markets other than the 
United Kingdom will extend the problems of the Industry 
in respect to competitive selling and price levels, par
ticularly if the convertibility of sterling is facilitated. 

"It is felt that the Australian government must, with
·out delay, examine the effect on Dried·Fruits growers of 
returns from sales in overseas markets, pal'ticularly in 
the United Kingdom, as a result of the U.S.A. subsidy 
programme, the recent TuTkish decision to adopt a 
similar progl'amme a:hd the revaluation of the d1•achma 
by the Greek government, and in the light of those find
ings take effective steps to protect the Australian 
grower. 

"The trend for the maTketing of World production of 
Dried Vine Fruits is su.ch that unless full protection can 
be glven to Australian growers through Empire Prefel'
ence the Industry must seek from the Australian govern
ment export subsidies comparable with those given by 
the U.S.A. and Turkey, or perish. 

(~Expansion 

HThe effect on the Industry's stability if the re.com-
. mendations of the Australian Agricultural Council are 

adopted by State Governments has already be~n con
veyed to you and to the States. The warning's which hitve 
been put forward are now supported by the conditions 
outlined in this letter. The Association can therefore 
only reiterate its previous viewpoint that if expansion to 
the extent recommended by the Australian Agricultural 
Council is persisted with Australian growers, in order to 
protect their means of livelihood, must secure from the 
goveTnments a subsidy combining a guaranteed cost of 
production and assured payable prices from overseas 
markets. 

Hit is pleasing to note that in a recent statement in 
Parliament you gave an assurance that if the market 
prospects for Dried Vine Fruits deteriorated seriously 
you would direct the attention of all the State govern
ments to the situation and request that the further expan
sion of the Industry be re-examine"d completeiy. This 
Association feels that the time has been Teached when re
examination is warranted, and earnestly Tequests that 
the State governments be informed without delay. 

Immediate Needs 
"If it may be pei·mitted to recapitulate the various 

factOTs put fOTward ·in i·his letter the immediate needS 
of the Industry are two fold. 

1. The fullest pl'otection to- be provided to advan
tageously sell Australian Dried Vine Fruits in 
overseas markets so that the .effects of competi
tive export subsidies and free sterling/dollar 
convertibility are overcome. 

2. A complete re-survey of the economy of the 
Australian Industrv based on the availability of 
payable markets with particular attention to the 
need for controlling additional plantings. 

"My Boal'd of Management anxiously await your views 
and p1ans to protect the stability of the Industry, and will 
gladly make available at all t;mes the fu1Iest information 
to assist the Australian and State governments in their 
enquiries.'' 

The Minister's reply is now' awaited. 

OVERSEAS COMMENT ON INDUSTRY 

Appropriate to the resolutions of and expTessiohs by 
Federal Council is an article on the Industry's marketing 
problems of the immediate future which appeared in the 
November-December 1953 issue of the "Commonwealth 
Produce1·.u 

Protection against competition from lower cost pro
ducing areas, such as Turkey, Greece and Persia, was 
afforded by the Preference policy adopted under the 
Ottawa agreements. The industry, whilst not a highly 
profitable one, gave a fair standard of living to some 
60,000 .People-an excellent example of practical Com
monwealth' development. Its worth in time of emergency 
is demonstrated by the fact that in World War II some 
5000 people from these areas volunteered for active ser
vice and the industry from 1939 to 1945 sent 120,000 tolls 
of dried fruits to the U.K., besides all the requirements 
of the forces in the Middle East and Pacific theatres. 
Prices were much lowel' than those charged to the U.K. 
by other countries. 

Following World War II, further development by 
soldier settlers is now taking place and some 12,000 
acres, with a pl'oduction of 20,000 tons p.a. will be in 
bearing within the next four years. Production in Aus
trali?- from _the Murray Valley and Western Australia 
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may then be calculated at an annual average of 100,000 
tons with a peak figure Of 120,000 tons. It takes ·4 tons of 
fresh grapes to make one ton of dried fruit, so the har
vesting and drying of 400,000 to 600,000 tons of fresh 
grapes is a ·problem for the producer and may possibly 
cause surprise to the consumer. 

Importance of the. U.K. Market 
Expansion of the industry follows on the general 

scheme of planning by political leaders and economists 
to make the British CommonWealth of Nations more self
contained, .but those engaged in the Industry in Australia 
wonder if due regard has been given to the problems 
of marketing 'the increased production. An average crop 
of 100,000 tons would, in the normal course of events, be 
disposed of in this way : 

Destination 

Australia .. 
Canada ..... , .. 
New Zealand ·. . . . . . 
Pacific Markets, British West Indies, 

T.ons 

20,000 
17,000 

6,000 

Rhodesia and Ceylon 2,000 
United Kingdom . . . . 56,000 

In a .big crop year Britain would get 75,000 tons. 
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Annual consumption in the U.K. in pre-war years was 
125,000 tons. With increased population, the consumption 
in the immediate future is estimated variously at 125,000 
to 160,000 tons. On these figures one would say there is 
opportunity for marketing the' increased production of 
Australia in this country, Unfortunately, factors·- are 
operating which cause concern in this phase. 

Other countries, such as Greece, Turkey, Persia, South 
Afl'ica, Spain, and the United States, have large export
able surpluses of Cunants, SultanaS and Raisins for sale 
and are looking to the U.K. to take up a large proportion 
of their crop. 

U.S. Export Subsidy of £20 a Ton 

The U.K. tariff preferenc-e of £2 a ton on Currants 
and £8/10/- a ton on Sultanas and Raisins would, nor
mally, give Australia a chance to produce and market her 
fruits successfully in the U.K. but action by the U.S.A. 
Government 'has ·completely cancelled out the value bf 
preferenc·e. In 1952'-53 the U.S.A. Treasury paid a sub
sidy of 2~. cents a lb. (£20 stg. a ton) On all fruits ex
ported to the U.K. and to many other markets. In all, 
the U.S.A. Treasury paid a subsidy of over $4m. on 
87,000 tons of dried fruits exported. This year the subsidy 
plan is being continued, The result has been to esh.blish 
world values for dried fruits at £20 a ton below the true 
value, or cost of production. Prices in Turkey have had 
to be reduced £20 a ·ton .and the Government has had to 
pay producers an export subsidy of £8/5/- a ton to giv;e 
them a subsistence standard. Greece has devalued her 
currency by 50 per cent. to give producers a chance to 
meet the U.S.A. competition. Australia faces decontrol 
of dried fl'uits in the U.K. with the Ministry of Food 
holding a stockpile of possibly over 40,000 tons, of which 
a great part is subsidised U.S.A. fruit. It is a serious 
problem for the producer. 

Turkey, Greece, Australia and South Africa have pro
tested to the U.S.A. about the unfairness of the subsi
dised raisin programme-so far without success. It is a 
distinct breach of the principles set out in the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade forced on the British 

Commonwealth by U.S.A. under economic duress. There is 
a feeling in all these countries that Britain has not given 
the support she might have given in the debates on the 
U.S.A. subsidy policy. 

Trade is Two Ways 

One can understand that Britain may say such a policy 
r·esults in her people getting cheaper raisins, but there are 
further and deeper considerations. Turkey,_ Greece, Aus
tralia and South Africa are large buyers of U.K. exports 
-cro.ckery, cutlery, cotton and woollen go·ods, cars, and 
hundreds of other commodities. If tlle producers in these 
countries are forced on to sUbsistence levels, they cannot 
afford to purchase imported goods and trade stagnation 
follows. The policy of U.S.A. subsidies on raisins, if con
tinued, will eventually force producers in other countries 
into a state of insolvency. Britain is technically prevented 
under G.A.T.T. from protesting formally to the U.S.A.
she is not hurt by-the subsidy programme. From Decem
ber 1, following decontrol of dri,ed fruits, she is morally 
bound to take some action to protect the interests of 
Australia and South Africa. 

Of interest generally in this matter is the fact that 
the production of raisins in the United States was not 
d'eveloped for expOTt purposes. In 1917, when the Vol
stead (Prohibition) Act was passed in America jt was 
found that raisins were an excellent base for home-brew. 
The price of raisins rose from .£60 to £200 a ton and 
400,000 acres of vines wer·e planted to produce grapes 
and raisins for home brew. When the vines came to pro
duction, home brew had been discarded.· Some 200,000 
acres of vines wer-e uprooted but many surplus acres 
remained in production and it is these raisins which are 
being forced on world markets to-day. 

Britain's Responsibility 

If Britain fails in her responsibility to check unfair 
practices in t.he raisin trade, it will create an unfortunate 
doubt in the minds of the oversea leaders who are sup
porting, in fact, the principle of greater Commonwealth 
development. 

THE MILDURI CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT CO. LTD. 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £500,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £435,000 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Manufacturers of Jams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, Tomato and Worcester Sauces 
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"P .ADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa, Coo,mealla (N.S.W.) 

Factory: Mildu.ra 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 
Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

-~ 



WASHING OF DRIED VINE FRUITS 
INTERIM REPORT BY C.S.I.R.O. 

This interim report covers the work which has been carried· out between AUgust, 1951 and July, 1953 on 
the design and development of equip,ment for washing, rinsing and removal of surface moisture 'from Dried Vine 
Fruits. 

The work bas been largely carried out at the Central Experimental Workshonps by Messrs.· I. Arthur, F. 
Wickham and F. G. Hogg, with assistance from time to time fr~m Mr. F. Penman and the officers of the Common
wealth Research Station, Merbein. 

Summary 
This report describes the work which has been done 

at the G.S.I.R.O. Central Experimental Workshops on 
behalf of The Australian Dried Fruits Association on the 
design and development of equipment to improve the 
standard of cleanliness of Dried Vine Fruits. This has 
involved ,a clear definition 'o_f the problem, the construc
tion of test rigs to obtain data from which a full scale 
machine could be designed, the design and construction 
of a full scale prototype and its testing at our Experi
mental Workshops. The full scale prototype has been 
designed to handle a fruit flow' of 200 lbs. per minute and 
comprises a washer, a rinser and a continuous flow 
centrifuge which removes most of the water added 
during the washing and rinsing. 

The prototype washer- and rinser are completed, and 
the centrifuge as Ouilthas certain faults which could be 
corrected in a production- model, but it is proposed to 
conduct user trials with it in its present form at a 
Packing House in Merbein. 

Object of the Work 
The object .of the work is the development of equip

ment for use iv Packing Houses to wash Dried Vine 
Fruits to an acceptable standard of cleanliness. 

The Problem 
Existing equipment as used in packing houses does not 

satisfactorily remove dirt from the fruit, particularly 
When it is embedded in the folds of the berries. This is 
partly due to inadequate washing solution being used, 
and partly .due to the extremely short time the fruit is 
in contact with the solution. It is not possible with exist
ing equipment to use sufficient washing solution since 
there is no provision for its subsequent removal, nor is 
it possible significantly to increase the time the fruit is 
in the machine. It therefore becomes necessary to desig'Il 
machines in which fruit can be kept in contact with the 
washing solution for a sufficient time to clean it satis
factorily, after which it must ·be rinsed,.~and finally the 
water added during this process must be removed. Sim
plicity of design and flexibility of operation suggest that 
this should be done in thr-~e separate machines: 

(a) A washing machine; 
(b)' A rinsing machine; 
(c) A machine for the removal of surface moisture. 

In the event of the moisture content of the fruit 
entering the washer being already at the maximum value 
permissible for packing, it is necessary to remove all the 
water add·ed during the washing process, and in this case 
it may be necessary for the surface moisture removal to 
be carried out in two separate maChines. 

Work done by the C.S.I.R.O. Research Station, Mer
bein, enabled the nature and concentration of the wash
ing solution to ·be fixed. In addition, the officers of the 
Research Station have bee.n kept informed of the pro-
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gress on the project, and have made valuable contribu
tions to it. 

Washing of Fruit 
In order to develop equipment which would improve 

the cleanliness of Dried Fruits, it first became necessary 
to devise means of measuring the amount of dirt present 
on a berry, since no quantitative method is at present 
used in the Industry. Any method of testing cleanliness 
had to be capable of dealing with reasonable- sized 
samples of fruit to minimise the effect of variations from 
belTY to berry. Accordingly, a method of washing a fruit 
sample twice in a detergent solution and rinsing it three 
times under standard conditions was finally adopted. The 
washil)g and rinsing• water is collected and filtered, the 
dirt being retained on the standard laboratory filter 
Paper. The filter paper, after drying, can be stored for 
long periods so that visual comparisons are possible at a 
later date. 

The dirt present on Dried Fruits comurif'I.PS dust, sand, 
organic matter and, in some cases, moulds, much of 
which is held by the folds in the berry. In order to 
remove this satisfactorily it is necessary to use a wash
ing solution with a h-igh relative velocity between fruit 
and liquid. It was found that the most satisfactory w-ay 
of satisfying these conditions was to use an arrangement 
comprising a cylindrical drum with a thin film of water 
on the inside, through which the fruit is moved by means 
of beaters attacbed to an internal Cylindrical drum. It 
was necessary; however, to determine experimentally a 
number of factors before such a machine could be de
signed. The information required was: 

(a) The length of time fruit' must remain in the. 
machine to be satisfactorily cleaned. 

(b) The clearanc-e between beaters and drum to 
avoid damage. 

(c) The peripheral velocity of the beaters for 
satisfactory washing. 

(d) The amount of washing solution required. 
This information had to be determined for Sultanas,' 

Currants and Lexias. 
In order to -observe the behaviour of fruit inside a 

washer of this type, a test rig was built using some of the 
components of a 10 inch Walker washer provided by the 
Mildura Co-operativ-e Fruit Co. Ltd. The external cylin
drical drum was made of perspex and the machine driven 
by a S~hrage-type variable speed motor. It was found 
that the establishment of a washing film on the inside 
of. the drum depended on the flow of washing solution, 
the speed of -the drum, the amount of fruit passing 
through and the clearance between beater and drum.· 
However, before these matters were investigated more 
closely, several samples of fruit were Washed and dried 
in a laboratory centrifuge and submitted to members 
of The A.D.F.A. Research Committee for examination. 
It was considered that fruit which had been washed 
and rinsed for· approximately 5 seconds was satisfactory. 
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In order to observe the behaviour of fruit inside a 
of the prototype machine, a second test rig was con
structed consisting of a conical exteTnal perspex shell 
within which a second cone with beater attached rotated. 
This design enabled the clearance between the inner 
and outer cone to be adjusted readily by varying the 
inner cone axially on its shaft. Provision was made for 
feeding a washing solution comprising 0.14 per cent. 
potassium-linoleate and water while fruit was admitted 
at a controlled rate from a vibrating hopper. ;For a 
particulal' fruit, in order to keep the flow of washing 
solution as small ~as possible, the clearance should be 
small and the speed should he high. It is desirable to 
keep the flow reasonably low, firstly to avoid complicated 
re-circulation of solution, and secondly to prevent the 
fruit being washed through the machine too rapidly. 
However, high speed and small clearance involves high 
damage to the fruit, and accordingly tests were conducted 
to relate damage and clearance for Sultanas, Currants 
and Lexias. The results of these tests were obtained at a 
constant speed of 610 r.p.m. for the machine. This speed 
was selected because the time the fruit remained in the 
machine was about 5 seconds, which is necessary for 
satisfactory washing. In this way, a satisfactory clear
ance for Sultanas is ~ in., for Currants ~ in. and for 
Lexias ~ in. 

In order to assess the capacity of the machine, fruit 
was fed at increasing rates until it tended to choke. 
This occurred at a fruit flow of about 100 lbs. a minute. 
Accordingly, the tests described above were carried out 
with a fruit flow of 50 lbs. per minute which was readily 
handled by the machine. 

This information was adequate for the design of a 
prototype washing machine suitable for installation in 
a packing house. This machine was designed for a flow 
of 200 lbs. per minute, and included provision for vary
ing the clearance between @ in. and ~ in. Two identical 
machines were built-one for washing process using 
1.4 per cent potassium linoleate, and the other for rins
ing using clean water. These machines, together with the 
.continuous flow centrifuge which was subsequently de
veloped, were mounted on a framework at th-e C.E.W., 
and a ve1·tical bucket elevator was installed to feed fruit 
during testing. 

Fresh water is supplied to the rinser through a semi
positive displacement meter and collected in a tank, 
whence it is pumped through a Venturi type orifice which 
admits the correct amount of washing solution, and fed 
to the washing machine, after which it is discharged to 
waste. A flow of about 6 g.p.m. was found to be satis
factory. These machines have run on test at fruit flow 
rates approximately 25 per cent. in excess of the design 
value of 200 lbs. per minute without evidence of choking. 
It will be necessary, however, to confirm this by extended 
user trials in a packing house. Whilst certain im"pro\Te
ments can be made, the washing and rinsing machines 
are now ready for their user trials. These, however, can
not be carried out until the centrifuge can he used in 
conjunction with them. 

Removal of Surface Moisture 
After washing. and rinsing as described above, the fruit 

has on its surface about 10 per cent. of its own weight in 
water, most of which must be removed before it is 
packed. This moisture may be removed in several ways, 
which may .be roughly classified into evaporative and 
mechanical methods. An investigation was carried out to 
determine the most suitable one for commercial use. 

Investigation of Evaporative and Air Blast Drying 
of Fruit 

Experiments were carried out · to ascertain the be
haviour of wet fruit irt high and low veloCity air streams 
in which the moisture is removed, partly by evaporation 
and partly mechanically in droplets f1·om the surface. The 

apparatus consisted of a duct in which a sample of about 
100 gm. of fruit was suspended by a wire gauge cage, and 
through which air could be blown at various speeds. The 
sample of fruit was weighed in its dry condition, then 
wetted, drained, and dried in the air stream, after which 
it was again weighed to determine the amount of moisture 
remaining on the fruit. The air velocity, temperature, 
and humidity, and the time of drying were measured in 
each test; a number of tests were carried out to deter
mine the effect on drying of the various factors. Another 
series of tests was made in a similar manner on single 
berries suspended in the air stream. 

The tests showed that during the first two minutes of 
the drying period the water was removed at a rapid but 
decreasing- rate, and that after this most of the remaining 
moisture was l'emoved at a constant rate. The amount of 
moisture removed in this stage was approximately pro
portional to the air velocity; observation showed that 
most of this water left the surface of the fruit in droplets, 
but that after two minutes very little was removed in this 
manner. It, was therefore apparent that during the con
stant rate drying period the moisture was being removed 
by evaporation. 

It was found that the rate of evaporation could be 
expressed by a formula of the form: 

E = 38xl0-8 D(l+O.l,/Re) D = satn. deficit 
(millebars) 

d 

the basis for which can be 
derived theoreHcally. 

d = diam. of fruit 
(em.) 

Re Reynolds' 
number 

E = rate of evap
oration 
(gm km-2 sec. -1) 

V = air velocity 
(cm.sec.-1) 

Application of Air Blast Drying 
The results of these tests show that the amount of 

water removed mechanically (as distinct from evapora
tively) . from the surface of fruit by air blasts is. very 
dependent on the air velocity, and that even at im
practicably high velocities the residual ·surface moisture 
is greater than 2 per cent. Air blast drying alone is there
fore not a satisfactory method for a c.ommercial plant. 

Application of Evaporative Drying 
It has been shown that by evaporati-ve drying an ac

ceptable amount of the surface moisture can be removed 
from the fruit, and that the rate of removal of moisture 
is dependent on atmospheric conditions, air veiocity and 
si2';e of the fruit. As the drying rate in experiments was 
found to agree fah,ly closely with that predicted by for
mula (1) (above), this was used to calculate the approxi
mate dimensions of possible driers. The size and the power 
reqUirements of an evaporative drier for removing all 
the surface moisture are so large as to make the method 
uneconomical for use on a commercial scale. However it 
may be practicable to remove the bulk of the moisture 
by some other means, and the remainder by evaporation. 

Removal of Moisture by Mechanical and Electrical 
Methods · 

It was found that part of the surface moisture could 
be removed by shaking the fruit, or by projecting it 
against a wire mesh screen. At best, only ~bout 5 per 
cent. of a total of 10 per cent. of moisture could be 
removed by these methods, and even this resulted in 
excessive damage to the fruit. 

Methods of removing the wate1· electrostatically and 
electromagnetically were investigated, and though pos
sible they were not commercially practicable, due to the 
size and cost of the plant required. 

Experiments with centrifugal drying showed that, 
provided high en~:mgh acc-elerations were used, all but 
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about 1 per cent. of the surface moisture could be re
moved· in a reasonable time and with negligible damage 
to the fruit. As this appeared to be the most promising 
approach to the problem, it was decided to carry out 
detailed investigations with a view to building a protO
type centrifugal drier. 

Investigation of C~ntrifugal Drying of Fruit 
The ultimate object was seen as the design of a centri

fuge to handle the same quantity of fruit as the prototype 
washer~200 lbs./minute, and to remove from it as much 
of the surface moisture as possible. It was most desirable 
that fruit shouJd be dried continuously rather than in 
batches, as all the rest of the fruit" cleaning and packing 
plant requires a continuous flow of fruit. 

The design of a controlled-flow. centrifuge in itself 
presented entirely new problems. So far Rs is know,n, such 
a ,machine for satisfactorily handling solid material has 
never before been constructed; this one was not only to 
remove a far greater proportion of moisture than most 
ordinary centrifuges but also to handle fruit varying in 
size from Currants to Lexias, all(l to do all this without 
damaging. the fruit. The two main problems to be investi
gated were, therefore, the mechanism of fruit flow, par
ticularly in high gravitational fields, and the centrifugal 
removal of moisture-how it is aff·ected by acceleration 
fruit size and time of drying. The more fundament.al <,of 
these two problems, centrifugal drying, was tackled first. 

Study of Centrifugal Dr)'ing of Fruit 
To enable quantitative ·experiments to be carried out 

on centrifugal drying, a technique was developed for 
measuring surface moisture on fruit, .both before and 
after drying. By this method, the amount of water 
removed by centrifuging and the amount of water ab
sorbed by the fruit could be obtained. It was found that 
absorption was an important consideration, making it 
essential _to dry the fruit as fast as possible to keep it to 
a minimum. 

, In these experiments, samples of fruit weighing approxi
mately 100 gms. were wetted and dried in a small batch 
type centrifuge; the wetting, draining and drying pro
cedure was standardised, and measurements were made 
of the amount of moisture removed at various speeds and 
with various- drying periods. These tests were carried out 
for Lexias, Sultanas .and Currants. 

It was found that both the centrifugal acceleration and 
the time of dryi;ng- were significant factors affecting the 
residual moisture on the fruit, but that a stage was 
reached where increasing either did not result in better 
drying. It was c]ear that good drying would be obtained 
in a centrifuge ln which the fruit. was retained for five 
seconds at an ;;tcceleration of 300 g.; these were the 
criteria for the design of the prototype centrifuge. 

Study of Fruit Flow and Friction 
It was known that in high gTavitational fields such as 

exist in a rotating centrifuge, the' flow .of fruit might 
become difficult to control: if it remained in the basket 
?f the centrifuge instead o;f flowing through, it might be 
Impossible to remove it without damage, and again it 
might tend to accumulate and choke the machine. 

The centrifuge envisaged would have a conical basket 
fed with a continuous stream of fruit at the small end 
and discharging at the other ·end; the- fruit should take 
about five seconds to flow from one end of the basket to 
the other. If the cone angle of the basket were correct 
the fruit should flow through it smoothly without stick: 
ing. To ensure that the fruit passed through the machine 
at the desired rate a spiral flow control device running 
inside the basket with a. small clearance, was Proposed· 
by suitably varying the small speed difference between' 
the Spiral and the basket any desired rate of flow could 
be' obtained. As the idea was novel, investigation was 
necessary before building the prototype machine. · 
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Experiments on fruit friction were carried out in a 
centrifuge fitted with adjustable inclined planes to simu
late the effect of the conical basket on the proposed proto
type. The be]laviour of the fruit on the planes was ob
_served with the help of a "Stroboflash" lamp synchronised 
with the speed of the centrifuge. 
· These tests showed that there w~s a critical angle of 
inclination of the plane, above which the fruit would flow 
freely and below which it would not do so. This angle was 
found to be slightly less than _20 de&;rees _for a centrifugal 
acceleration of 800 g. , 

As a r-esult of this work it was decided to design the 
prototype centrifuge with an included angle of 40 degrees 
for the cone. A similar set of experiments showed that the 
spiral angle should be about 15 degrees for the best 
results. 

Further work carried out after the initial tests of -the 
centrifuge ·has inc;licated ·that there was an angle greater 
than the critical angle, above which fruit could never 
accurimlate on the inclined planes, and below which it 
exhibited a tendency to do so. Thus, at angles greater 
than this, if one berry should stiCk to the plane, another 
berry hitting it would dislodge it, and both berries would 
clear; below this angle, if one berry stuck, another one 
hitting it would not clear it but stick behind it, and this 
-effect would be cumulative. The angle was about 5 
degrees gTeater than the critical. Work on the centrifuge 
haS shown that the cho'ice of cone angle should have been 
based on this, rather than on the critical angle. 

The investigational work for the design of the con
tinuous centrifuge was eompleted in the latter half of 
1952, and on the basis of the results the design was 
undertaken. 

Design of Controlled-flow Centrifuge 
The centrifuge was designed for a capacity of 200 lb_s. 

per minute, to be accelerated to a maximum of 800 g. at 
the large end of the conjcal basket, and for a hold-up time 
of 5 seconds in the basket. 

As a result of preliminal'Y calculations, it was deci-ded 
that the basket should be two feet long, 8 ft. 6 ins. in 
diameter at the large end, have a cone angle of 40 degrees 
and be capable of running at 700 r.p.m, The .basket is of 
sheet steel, formed into conical shape and welded to
gether. The main weld along the basket was x-rayed to 
ensure soundness. The basket is perforated with a large 
number of slots to release the water, investigation on a 
scale model was carried out to arrive at the best type and 
distribution of the slots. This was important, as bad 
design of this detail could completely upset the proper 
removal of water from the fruit; the te'sts showed that 
round holes were not satisfactory, but that slots about 
l_ in. x 1{6 in. were satisfactory provided that they were 
set out in a staggered pattern. 

Construction of the centrifuge was commenced in 
October,- 1952, and was completed ready for tests in 
January, 1953, 

Tests on Controlled-flow Centrifuge 
As soon as the tests were completed on the prototype 

washer and rinser, the tests on the centrifuge were com
menced. 

The arrangements for driving the centrifuge in these 
initial tests were a constant speed squirrel-cage induction 
motor driving the basket at 600 r.p.m., and a variable 
speed slip-ring motor driving the feed spiral, each motor 
driving through multiple V belts. Preliminary runs showed 
that additional stiffening of the main casing was required 
to avoid excessive vibration. When this was done, the 
machine ran smoothly at 600 r.p.m. · 

It was found that the arrangement of driving motors 
was not satisfactory for continuous feeding of fruit be
cauSe the basket and spirial tended to lock into syri
chroni_sm when loaded. Small quantities of fruit could be 
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fed through the machine without this trouble occurring. 
It soon became apParent that the fruit did not flow 
through the basket as anticipated, but had a tendency to 
stick in the ring at the inlet, and in the basket. The latter 
difficulty was not considered to be serious since the feed 
spiral should have the effect of moving the fruit along, 
and so prevent it accumulating in the basket. Sticking of 
fruit in the inlet ring could be very serious as it might 
lead to choking of the machine with fruit. Means o:f 
removing it were therefore investigated. Air and water 
jets were tried, andait was found that a small air jet, 
strategically placed, almost cured the trouble; the water 
jet, though partially effective, interfered somewhat with 
the essential function of the machine. 

Difficulty was also experienced with the flow of air and 
water through the machine. lnstead of flowing outwards 
through the basket and carrying' water with it, t~e ma~n 
air flow was in the opposite direction and r·esulted m 
rather large quantities of water issuing :from the fruit 
outlet of the machine. To reverse the air flow a set of 
fan blades was mounted on the large end of the feed 
spiral to induce an inward flow of air at this end of the 
machine. As the flow obtained in this way proved to be 
inadequate to remedy the condition, a much larger set of 
blades was mounted on the outside of the centrifuge 
basket, within the main casing. This proved to be satis
factory. 

To overcome the driving troubles, a variable speed 
drive was fitted to the feed spiral, and both the rotors Were 
driven by one variable speed A.C. motor, instead of two 
motors as previously used. However, it was found that, 
although a considerable ilnprovement was effected, the 
rotors still synchronised due to belt slippage when the 
design feed rate was approached. However, by using 
speed differentials much larg-er than normal, fruit could 
be :fed through the machine but was inadequately dried. 
Damage to the fruit was excessive due to its being pinched 
between the feed spiral and the basket. 

This clearance. was reduced to ·its smallest value, and 
no serious trouble was encountered after this. 

However, as the difficulty with driving the feed spiral 
was still not overcome, it was decided that an attempt 
should -be made to dispense with it, and feed the fruit 
along the basket by means of air jets. This was tried-with
out sUccess. It was therefor·e clear that the feed spiral 
would be necessary and a positive method of maintaining 
the correct speed difference between it and the basket 
would be required. Investigation showed that chain drive 
would be suitable, and thi's was designed and fitted to the 
machine. 

As the fruit flow near the inlet was still causing some 
trouble, modifications were made to the feed spiral to 
g'ive a freer passage for fruit entering the basket. A 
plate was fitted to the inside of the rotor to trap any 
water moving towards the outlet end of the machine and 
to deflect it outwards through the basket. Other modifica
tions were made to the fruit outlet from the machine to 
decelerate the fruit and to improve the air flow in this 
Jlegion. 

When this work had been done further tests were 
undertaken. It was now possible to feed fruit continu
ously through the machine without choking, although some 
fruit was still retained in the inlet ring of the rotor. So 
far this has not caused any difficulties in operation. Dry
ing tests -carried out at a basket Speed of 450 r.p.m. 
showed a residual surface moisture on Sultanas varying 
between 1.5 per cent. and 2.2. per cent; at higher speeds 
up to 550 r.p.m. the residual moisture was less than this. 
This was promising,- but it was considered that improVe
ment would be possible if the speed of the machine were 
incr·eased still further. TO do this, the Shrage motor was 
replaced by a more powerful slip-ring motor, arranged to 
drive the machines at speeds up to 700 r.p.m. Further 
changes were made to the vanes mounted on the outsid·e 
of the basket to overcome mechanical t!'loubles -encoun-

Page Fifty 

tered in running at the higher speeds. This is the stage 
in the work that has now been reached. 

It is hoped that tests at these higher speE:ds will show 
that better drying can be obtained, and all previous work 

,;. indicates that this will be so. 
We have now reached the stage where we can regard 

the principle of the continuous flow centrifuge as proven, 
but we have not yet produced a machine that is capable 
of continuoUs and efficient operation in a packing house. 
It is known that the present continuous centrifuge suff-ers 
from certain practical defects which will probably be 
overcome only by modifying the design. However, it was 
envisaged from the beginning that this might he neces
sary, and the machine was built as a basis for full-scale 
development work rather than as the final answer to the 
problem. 

Supplementary Drying 
It has been realis-ed that the centrifuge alone may not 

reduce the surface moisture on the fruit to an acceptable 
Value under all conditions, and that a supplementary 
evaporative drier will then be necessary. EXperimental 
work done already has established the basic principles 
involved in the design -of an evaporative drier, but before 
proce-eding with further work it will be necessary to know 
how much moisture remains on the fruit after centri
fuging. 

The Future Programme 
Efforts are now concentrated on the production of a 

centrifuge which can be installed in a packing house for 
user trials.' It is unlikely that any new plant '()f this type 
will prove to be completely satisfactory without some 
modification, and the trials are regarded as being neces
sary to determine the natui·e and extent of these modi
fications. 
A METHOD OF DETERMINING CLEANLINESS OF 

DRIED VINE FRUITS 
The method used to compare the amount of dirt 

present ·on different samples of fruit was to wash the 
sample under controlled conditions which removed vir
tually all of the surface dirt, and then to filter the liquor 

.-and collec.t the diTt on a filter paper whir-l} could be dried 
and stored if necessary. Although it is probable that a 
satisfactor~r ph<.>tometric· method could be developed, 
based on thi:;; process, it was considered satisfactory for 
the present application to make visual comparisons of the 
various filtrates. 

The sample to be tested consisted of a v·Olume equiva
lent to 100 grm. of fruit of approximately 14 per cent. 
moistur.e content. The sample was measured volumetri
cally to avoid the complication invo\yed ill weighing 
samples of widely varying moisture content. The fruit is 
placed in a one litt·e separating funnel to which is added 
400 ml. of washing solution comprising 0.5 per ce:p.t. 
Teepol in water. Contents are shaken rapidly 50 times 
and the liquor drained into a collecting flask. An addi
tional 400 ml. of Teepol washing solution is again added 
to the fruit, shaken· 50 times and drained into the collect
ing flask. 

Three successive rinses, each 400 ml. clean tap water, 
are then treated in the same way, each time being shaken 
50 times before draining. The measuring cylinder which 
contained the original sample is rinsed with water' and 
this is added to the drained-off liquor. This liquor, which 
now contains the surface dirt from the fruit, is then fil
tered through an 11 em. No.4 Whatman filter paper using 
a Buchner funnel. The filtrate is then dried at room tem
perature, and stored for visual comparison with other 
samples. 

CALCULATIONS ON EVAPORATIVE DRYING 
OF FRUIT 

The specific humidity at Mildura during the months 
· January-March varies from about 0.008-0.009 lb./lb. of 
air, with temperatures averaging about 80 degrees ~· 
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Cleanliness .of Sultanas After Various Treatments. 

Fruit Sample not washed. 

Cleanliness .of Sultanas After Various Treatments. 

Washed for 5 Seconds and Centrifuge. 

(i) Evaporatiye drier without heating. 

Air in at 80 deg. F.-specific humidity 0.009 lb./lb. 
of air. 

Air out, say, at 
90% relative humidity-specific humidity 0.013 lb./lb. 

assuming it to remain at con~ 
stant total heat. 

. ·. water taken up by 1 lb. of air-0.004 lb. 

To remove 1 lb. of water from fruit requires 250 lb. air . 
. ·. for fruit flow of 200 lb./min., air required is 600 
lb./min. for each 1 o/o of moisture removed, or about 7000 
c.ft./min. The amount of air required to t•erilov.e all the 
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Cleanliness of Sultanas After Various Treatments. 

Washed for 5 Seconds, Centrifuged. 
Rinsed" for !?_. Seconds, Centrifuged. 

· Cleanliness nf, Sultanas After Various Treatments. 

Washed fOl' 15 Seconds, Centrifuged. 
Rinsed for 15 Seconds, Centrifuged. 

water, evaporatively would therefore be impracticably 
large. 

(ii) Evapc.ll:"ative drier with warm recirculated air. 

In a drier of this type, the air would be heated, and 
recirculated through the fruit, sufficient air being drawn 
of.f and replaced. to keep the humidity at a steady value . 
In this case the latent heat of ·evaporation of the moisture 
must be provided by eXternal heating; the heat required 
at 100% efficiency would be 1100 B.T.U./lb. of water 
removed ol' 2200 B.T. U./min. for removing 1% moisture 
from 200 lb./min. flow of fruit. 
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Conical Drum Washer Test Rig. 
Arrangement of Washer Drive and Feed Hopper. 

. These 'calculations show that for removing anYthing 
but a small part of the surface moisture from the fruit 
requires large quantities of air and heat. 

E.g., to remove 5'% moisture from 200 lb. fruit per 
min. 

(i) No heating.-35,000 c.ft./min. of air. The fan re
quired would have approximate diameter o.f 48 in. and a 
power of 30 h.p, 

(ii) Heating.-Heat· requir-ed -(at 100% efficiency) 
approximately 10,000 B.T.U./miii. oi~ ·200 kw..· For an 
efficiency of 50o/o which would- be· some:where.--about the 
best obtainable ·in a- machine sUch as this,_ the power 
reqUirement would be 400 k.w., ·and the- runnirig cost 
about £8 per hour if elect#cal heating were u·sed; Use of 
fuel oil heating would result in cheaper running_ Costs, but 
would require inore -complicate'd 'plant. 

The time taken td d~Y. the fruit if heaiing- 'is used is 
shorter than without, but at best is 2-3 minutes. The 
machine must therefore':-hold about 500 lbs. of _fruit. 

It must be concluded that evaporativ~ .driers for re
moving the bulk of the surface moiSture V(o~ld be both 

Conical Drum Washer Test Rig. 
Details of Conical Drum Washer. 

large and expensive to run, and would compare unfavour
ably in bot4 respects with centrifugal driers. 

INSTALLATION AT MERBEIN 
The prototype has now been -transferred to the Merbein 

branch of the Mildura Co-op. Fruit CO. Ltd., where it has 
been installed and a 'trial run made. Until further trials 
h:itve been carried1 out arid data collected the Board, on 
the recqmn~endation of the Deputy- Chairman o_:t; The 
A.D.F.A. Research -Committee (Mr. W. V. F_ord) do not· 
consider it necessary· for the Committee to meet. Further 
adviceS- from C.S.I.R.O. are awaited before deciding-on a 
meeting. 

1 

The Board agreed, in accordance with the wishes of 
Federal Council 1949, to continue to finance C.S.I.R.O. in 
the development 6f the prototype on the basis that the 
contributions, which would include the cost of fruit sup
plied, _should l)e equ'ally borne bY the Packers' Associa
tions aitd The A.D.F.A~·-£2000 has been recently paid, and 
a further £1000 will be forthcoming later. Additional 
costs will be incurred for installation and exp·erimental 
fruit. 

----------------------------------------·------------------~ 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled- by the Growers of Renmark for the Co-operative Packing and 
Processing of Dried Fruits 
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DRYING OF VINE FRUITS 
By F. Penman, C.S.I.R.O. Research Station, Merbein, and F. S. Oldham, Department of 

Agriculture, Wentworth, N.S.W. 
Prepared at the request of the Dried Fruits 'Processing Committee, this report, dated· January, 1954, has been 

made available by the Committee to the State Departments of Agriculture interested ;n Dried Vine Fruits. The 
raport is concer~ed •only with sun-drying methods, and has particular re'feren~e' to irrigation' areas. 

The Dried Fruits Processing Committee ~orks under the aegis of C.S.I.R.O. and has the following member-~ 
ship: A. G. Strickland (Cihairman), South Australian Department of Agriculture, Adelaide,; W. R. Jewell, Vic~ 
lot·ian State Laboratories, Melbc.urne; J. R. Vickery, C.S.I.R.O. Division of Food Pi"eservation and Transport, 
HoDtebush; F. Penman, C.S.I.R.O. Research Station, Merbein; D. G. Quinn, Victorian Department of AgriCulture, 
Rtitherglen; J. M. Davidsc.m, C-ommonwealth Department of Commerce and Agriculture, Sydney; F. H. Colbey, 
Commonwealth Department of Commerce and AgricultuYe, Adelaide; J. D. Bryden, New South Wales Department 
of Agricu_lture, Sydney; B. G. C.nombe, South Australian Department of Agriculture, Adelaide (Secretary). 

Vine fruits gTown in Australia for drying purposes are 
Sultanas, Currants and Gordos (Muscat Gordo Blanco). 
In addition, small quantities of Waltham Cross grapes 
are dried as Raisins. SUltanas account for about two
thirds of the Australian production of Dried Vine Fruits. 
Of the remainder, Currant production has So far con
siderably exceeded that of Lexias. 

The stage of maturity at which grapes are picked for 
drying is most important. Maximum sugar content -of 
mature grapes of any particular sort varies from year to 
year. The variation may be as much as two degrees Bauine' 
in Sultanas, so that it is difficult to set a standard of 
sugar content to be reached before picking begins. Eleven 
degrees Baume should be -aimed at, but as the drying 
season is short it is sometimes impracticable in seasons of 
low sugar content to wait for this-. Picking may have· to 
begin when only 10 degrees is reached. On the other 
hand, in years of high sugar, 12 degrees or more may be 
reached before harvesting commences. 

As a rule there is little good drying weather left after 
harvesting is completed, so that in general, it is not good 
practice to delay commencement much more than a week 
after normal starting time. In addition, better grades are 
usuallY produced in the earlier part of. the harvest. Dry
ing is quicker and handling costs ar.e less. These advan-' 
tages must be set off against a possible loss of tonnage if 
harvesting is commenced too soon. Investigations at the 
Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein, have shown 
that one degree Baume increase in the juice. density of 
green Sultanas can mean an incTease of about 7 cwt. 
per acre in D?:"ilild Fruit production. Each Grower has to 
make his own -decision based on such factors as size of 
his crop, labour and rack $pace-· available, the kind of 
gi'apes he .is growing and the earliness or otherwise of the 
various parts of his property. 

For grapes grown under irrigationJ it is essential that 
soil moistul'e content be maintained during picking and 
a pre-harvest watering is necessary. Irrigation delays 
maturity somewhat and it is often good policy to withhold 
water fl'om a portion of the vineyard. This will permit 
an earlier start on this portion o·f the farm. It is neces
sary, however, to irrigate such areas as Soon as possible 
after they have been picked. 

Currants are generally picked first, bUt if no r3.in 
damage has occurred and sugar -content of · Cunants is 
still low at the usual harvest time, it sometimes pays 
GrOwerS, who have both varietieS, to pick some of the 
Sultanas first. If Currants are not damaged a better 
sample may be obtained by late·r picking, whereas early 
picking of Sultanas often gives good grades. For mixed 
plantings, the usual sequence is to pick Currants, then 
Sultanas, finishing with Gordos and Walthams. 

Drying of Sultanas 
'rhree main methods are Used for drying SUltanas; the 

cold dip, the mixed dip and the sulphite dip. The mixed 
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dip and the sulphite dip are hot dips. By far the larger 
part of the Sultana crop is now proc·essed by the cold 
dip, because of its several advantages. For some of the 
Murray Valley settlements where the crop.is a little late 
in maturing, hot dipping is considered more suitable. While 
the mixed dip is the one usually used in such districts, 
the sulphite dip recently introduced by the Common
wealth ·Research Station, Merbein, is being used to in
·creasing extent. 

The relative merits of cold and hot dipping are:· 
(1) Cold dip gives better grades than mixed dip with 

most types -of fruit. 
(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Sultanas treated with cold dip usually retain their 
colour a little better than simila·r fruit subjected 
to mixed dip. 
Now that ready-prepared stable oil emulsions are 
procurable, cold dip is easy to prepare and use, 
and with the aid of multi-dips, large tonnages of 
fruit can be handled rapidly. 
Cold dip materials are more Costly than those for 
mixed dip, but the labour costs of dipping are less 
and the expense of heating the dip is avoided. 

( 5) Cold dipped fruit requires more handling than 
mixed dipped fruit after removal from the rack. 

( 6) The removal of green tinge from certain types of 
cold dipped, fruit is somewhat difficult. 

( 7} There are certain difficulties in using the mixed 
dip and it is less suitable than cold dip for the 
rapid handling of lal'ge crops. It does, however, 
give good r·esults in the hands of an expeTt dip 
man. 

Cold Dip Plants 
Perforated buckets of fruit are loaded onto a steel 

frame on a cart in the vineyard and the- whole load is 
lifted off either by windlass- or block and tackle and 
lower-ed into the dip tank. When the "load is hoisted out it 
is allowed to drain, replaced ,on the cart, and taken to 
the rack for spreading. 

Several forms of multiple dip are in use of which the 
most common size is based on a framework of welded T 
or double angle iron 6 ft. 2 ins. by 4 ft. 9 ins. on which 
25 buckets may be placed. It is usual to load three deep, 
giving 75 buckets at each dipping. The tank should be 
at least 7 ft. by 5 ft. by 2 ft. 6 ins. deep. 

Complete outfits inCluding the hoist ar~ . obtainable 
from packing_ houses. The use of mechanised hoists is 
extending. 

For smaller quantities a useful plant consists of a tank 
with two. movable platforms conne.cted in such a way 
that when one platform i,s raised the other is lowered into 
the tank. Platforms are moved by a crank handle. Twelve 
buckets can be plac-ed_ on each platform and while one 
lot is in the dip, the other· twelve are draining. Whe'n 
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drained they are replaced with fresh fruit which is then 
lowered into the tank. This outfit can be placed on a 
sledge or low trucl{ and pulled along as rack filling pro~ 
ceeds. In this way the fruit is lifted froiD the dip straight 
to the rack. 

Preparing the Dip 
The cold dip consists of a solution of potassium carbon

ate to which has been added some emulsified dipping oil, 
usually with a wetting agent. Packing houses and private 
firms have prepared suitable emulsions, which ,are readily 
obtainable on~ the market. Satisfactory results are usually 
obtainable if the maker's instructions are followed care
fully in preparing the. dips. 

Fill the tank to the desired level whh water and add 
carbonate of potash at the rate of 1 lb. to 4 gallons of 
water. ThiS is added slowly, with constant stirring. Then 
add slowly the correct amount of dipping oil according 
to the maker's direction. It is not desirable to recom
mend a particular commercial dipping oil, because manu
facturers ar-e continually improving their products, and 
what may be the best in one season may be outclassed by 
another line the next season. The .Commonwealth Re~ 
search Station, C.S.I.R.O., Merbein, Victoria, has the 
matter under constant review and information on the 
characteriStics of various dipping oils is made available 
periodically to the Industry. 

With constant dipping, naturally the level of the liquid 
in the tank falls. The level is maintained by adding stock 
liquid prepared as in the above paragraph. If necessary, 
the alkalinity of the liquid is then adjusted by adding 
caustic potash (! lb. at a time or as described below) 
until thymolphthalein test papeT dipped into the well
stirred liquid changes to an inte1mediate blue colour. 
These test papers are obtainable from packing houses 
and from wholesale chemical suppliers. 

It is advisable to have handy a 4 gallon tin hal£ filled 
with caustic potash, and then filled with dip. At inter
vals of 1 or 2 days, the dip should be tested with 
thymolphthalein paper, and when it fails to show an inter
mediate blue colour, a little of the strong liquid in the tin 
is poured into the dip, which is then stirred, and tested 
again. In general, the worse the condition the fruit is 
in, the more frequently the dip should he adjusted. Only 
a small portion of test paper need be used f.or each test. 
Contact with the strong potash liquid should be avoided; 
it can cause seveTe burns. Containers holding it should be 
handled with 1·ubber gloves if possible, and the gloves 
washed aft((r each use. 

Dipping th" Fruit 
The fruit is immersed in the dip until the grapes are 

wetted all over and appear translucent. A few small 
white spots inay be present on the fruit. Thes-e' are due 
to air bubbles, and may be disregarded. The. time of im
inersion depends on a: number of factors; a typical time is 
30 seconds. 

The fruit must not be under-dipped, but no harm is 
done if it is allowed to remain in the dip for conSiderably 
longer periods than is necessary to con\.pletely wet it. 

After immersion in the dip the fruit is drained and 
spread on the racks. Careful handling from vihe to rack 
is essential. Damaged berries deteriorate on drying, giving 
an inferior grade of product, and are apt to mould. 
CruS.,hing berries by overfilling the buckets is a common 
cause of damag-e, and crushed benies also cause altera~ 
tions in the strength of the dip solution. 

Spreading and Drying 
It is recommended that racks should be filled from 

the top downwards to allow all loose berries to fall 
through to the bottom tier. A hessian is placed on the 
bottom tier to collect them, and no other fruit is placed 
on this tier. The reason is that loose berries always yield 
a poorer quality than the rest, and it is desirable to 

segregate them fTom the rest. If racks are filled from the 
bottom upwards, most of the loose berries are caught 
and held by the other fruit. 

T-hin, even spTeading is necessary for quick and satis
factory drying. On a four foot raCk, twelve to fouTteen 
buckets is sufficient to fill each tier in a ten foot panel. 
Thicker spreading delays drying and encourages mould 
in bad drying 'weather. 

Bunches with b1·oken or wasted berries, or mould, 
should be picked out as they come under notice for dry~ 
ing- separately. 

A spreading tray is recommended as fruit can be evenly 
spread without having to be moved after placing on the 
rack, thereby minimising the number of loos·e- berries. 

A suitable tray is made of galvanised iron about 23 ins. 
by 19 ins. by 3 ins, deep, with one side removed. The 
fruit is tipped on the tray and spread ev-enly. The tray is 
then put on the rack where the fruit is to be placed. The 
baC:k end of the tray is slig-htly .raised and jerked back
wards so' that the fruit falls in position and does not have 
to be moved again. Another advantage is that racks may 
be filled from one side. 

Filling from top downward can be done only when 
·racks are in good order and tiers are well strained. After 
filling the top tier, several ·panels of it must be raised 
about 8 ins. in order to have suffiCient room to fill the 
next tier. This can b"e done by lifting the tier and prop
ping- it up with pieces of wood .of the right length, placed 
near the rack posts. 

A tier of freshly filled f1·uit is heavy and a rack tier 
lifter makes raising tiers simple and ·easy. A lifter can 
be easily made or can be readily purchased from pa-cking 
houses for a few· shillings. 

These simple implements ar-e also useful for lifting 
tiers when racks are filled from the bottom upwards. 

Fruit should be protected from the sun by side curtains 
for the first day or two after dipping, and later duTing
very hot weather, especially on the western side of the 
rack, as colour is apt to suffer by sunburning. 

Protection from rain should be provid8d at all times, 
as wetting -of fruit delays drying, reduces grades, and 
encourages mould. 

Spraying 
Spraying of the fruit on the drying rack may be car

ried out to assist drying in poor weather. Spraying causes 
a deeper -colour in the fruit, therefore fruit on racks 
should .not be sprayed if good weather prevails. 

Under continuously poor conditions, spray with dip 
containing· double the usual, amount of carbonate of 
potash; e.g., 2 lbs. per 4 gallons. 

If very severe damage by adverse weather occurs and 
it is a case of saving the fruit, with the question of main
taining grade and colour of little importance, a spray 
containing 2 lb. caustic potash per 4 g'Rllons, plus about 
5 oz. dipping oil, will be valuable. 

Removal from Rack 
Fruit must be left on the rack until quite dry. The few 

berries. which dry out ·more slowly than the bulk of the 
fruit should be allowed to dry before the fruit is dis~ 
turbed. Fruit should separate readily from the bunches 
when lightly rubbed with the fingers, and should shake 
down easily. If taken off too early, a definite deteriora
tion in colour and value occurs. 

Rack~dry fruit should be shaken .down and should not 
be rubbed off with sticks or hoe handles as this crushes 
berries and stickiness r·esults. Fruit should be spread on 
hessians as soon as possible after shaking down as loss 
of colour occurs if it is left in heaps before it is com
p1etely dry. 

Fruit should be spread evenly and thinly on hessians 
and exposed to the sun until it is completely dry. One or 
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two days of hot weather is . often sufficient but this de
pends on the weather. 

If a green tinge persists in the fruit it may be sprayed 
with water in the morning. 

Sisalkraft has proved· useful on the drying ground. A 
sheet laid on the ground unde1· the hessian prevents 
moisture rising out of the ground and also holds heat from 
the sun, thereby hastening drying. 

If rain thr-eatens or ni.!;;hts al'e dewy, fruit is rolled 
into the centre of the hessian, then the sides of· the hes
sian doubled over the top. Sisalkraft folded over in the 
same manner helps in protecting the fruit. Fruit should 
be spread out again in the morning or as soon as the 
weather clears. 

When drying is. completed the fruit is placed in sweat 
boxes and se_nt to packing houses for proc.essing, 

Mixed Dip Plant 
The plant generally used is a 75 gallon galvanised iron 

tank. There are several types designed with a view to 
improving the ·.efficiency of heating. Beneath the tank, 
provision is made fpr wood fuel heating, and two to fo';lr 
flues pass from the rear of the fire box through the d1p 
into a common exhaust flue at the stoking end. Usually 
one bucket of fruit is dipped at a time, but devices for 
dipping two buckets at a time are used by some Growers. 

Preparing the Dip 
1. Fill the tank with water, and for each 75 gallons 

add: 
3i lbs. carbonate of potash 
21 pints dipping oil. 

Stir up w.ell. 
2. Heat the-mixture to 180 degrees Fahrenheit and add 

2~ lbs. caustic soda for each 75 gallons. Again stir up 
well. Test the fruit for craCking by dipping a sample 
bucket. If the fl'uit does not crack satisfactorily, add 
more caustic soda, about ! lb. at a time, until it does so. 
Within a few minutes of. dipping, a number of small 
cracks sh4uld appear on some of the berries. 

3. The temperature should be maintained at 180 ·deg. 
Fahrenheit during dipping, and the dip should not be 
heated to higher temperatures when not in use. Natur
ally, with continual dipping, the level of the liquid in the 
tank will fall. A stock solution should be prepared as in 
(1) and (2) and added to the dip tank as required.· 

4. The appearance of the fruit should at all times be 
taken as a guide to the concentration of caustic soda. If 
over-cracking occurs, decrease the concentration of 
caustic soda by adding solution as in (1). If cracl~;ing is 
insufficient, add more caustic soda 1n ~ lb. lots as in (2). 
Light cracldng is usually the best to aim for, and is 
essential if the fruit is rain damaged,. 

In the Swan Hill district of Victoria, the .fruit is usua1ly 
cracked more heavily, a temperature of 185 degrees 
Fahrenheit being used. The use of 4 pints of Syntholene 
(commercial ethyl oleate) to Teplace the 2! pints of 
dipping oil has given ·good drying results in this distTict. 

Dipping, Spreading, Sprayino: and Drying 
In contrast to the cold dip, the fruit should be immersed 

with a sweeping motion for one or two seconds only, 
allowed to drain, and spread on the rack without delay. 
Whereas for cold dipped fruit, delay in spreading does 
not affect the product, delay with hot-dipped fruit causes 
darkening in colour and therefore a lower grade of 
dried fruit. 

If. the fruit on the racks becomes wetted with rain, or 
if bad drying conditions ·persist for some time, spray with 
the fo~lowing mixture as soon as there is a dry morning. 

6 lbs. caustk. potash. 
5 lbs. sodium sulphite. 
1 pint dipping oil. 
25 gallons water. 
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This mixture can be used at half strength if weathel' 
conditions have not been very adverse, but it is important 
that spraying should not be done when the fruit is wet 
or when rain is falling. Cold dip mixture may be used 
instead of the above mixture. 

After hot-dipping and drying on the racks, the fruit 
is handled as for cold-dipped fruit, except that a shorter 
period of exposure of the fruit to the sun usually will 
suffice, and there is no need for treatment for removal 
of green tinge, which is absent from hot-dipped Sultanas. 

The Sulphite Dip 
The advantag·e of this dip ov-er the mixed dip is that 

it yields fruit of a somewhat lighter and more· uniform 
colour than the mixed dip. It also has some value in dis
couraging mould growth, fermentation and vinegar flies 

. in bad seasons. Higher temperatur-es and more severe 
cracking do not cause as much darkening as with the 
mixed dip. Because of the additional degree of protection 
during drying offered by the sulphite dip, growers might 
be prepared to consider later harvesting than they feel 
they could adopt with mixed dip. 

Plant 
As for the mixed dip. 

Preparing the Dip 
Fill the tank with water and for ·each 7 5 gallons add: 

15 lbs.· sodium sulphite. 
2! pints dipping .oil. 
Stir ,well, and heat to 185-190 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Add 3 lbs. caustiC potash when the dip reaches tempera
ture, test for cracking, and if necessary, add caustic 
potash or caustic soda as in the mixed dip. There are 
limitations on the kind of dipping oil which can be used 
in the sulphite dip, because a precipitate is thrown down 
with certain oils. Peanut and cottons·eed oils and HMobil 
Special Fruit Dipping -Oil" have been found suitable. 

Dipping, Spreading, Spraying and Drying 
As for the mixed dip. 

Changing of Hot Dips 
Hot dips should be changed after each day's dipping 

or, if the fruit is in good condition, after 2000 to 3000 
dip tins of frUit have been put through the standard 7& 
gallon mixture. 

Drying of Currants 
The sugar content of Currants should be relatively high 

before the grapes are picked and if possible should be 
13~ degrees Baume at the- beginning of harvest. On many 
vineyards, however, this maturity is not reached when 
picking must be commenced. 

Currant grapes should have a good dark colour before 
picking. It is ~;~. good plan to pick all the fruit from 
several vines and place it on a rack From this sample, 
the colour of the crop can be gauged. If there is too much 
of the lighter coloured fruit, picking should be delayed 
Sometimes Currants will wilt .on the vines before a really 
satiSfactory colour is reached. Wilting on the vines occurs 
also after rain damage. Once wilting occurs· hal-vesting 
should be pushed on as rapidly as possible, because such 
fruit, if left on the vines, will fall and be lost. 

When the maximum practicable degree of maturity is 
reached, the Currants are picked and placed on the racks 
without being treated in any way. Thin, ·even spreading 
is essential for quick drying and the use of a spreading 
tray is 1•ecommeded. 

As filling of the rack progresses, side curtains should 
be let down because shade dried Currants are superior 
to those exposed to the sun. In wet weather, curtains 
should be raised immediately after the rain to permit 
rapid drying of the surface of the fruit, and thus ma~e 
the fruit less liable to develop mould. Every effort should 
be made to prevent the fruit from being wet~ed during 
rain. 

Page Fifty-five 



----------------------

The fruit should remain on the rack until almost dry 
ellough to box. Some of the seeded berries will not be 
c·6mpletely dry but they should be -dry enough not to 
ca:u~_e stickinesS in handlirii?; the fruit on the hessians. 

The fruit is shaken down and spread thinly on hessian. 
It is exposed to the sun for several days and should be
rolled into heaps in the evening while the fruit is still a 
little warm and spr.ead out again in the morning. 

When· quite dry the fruit is put into sweat boxes and 
delivered to the packing house. 

ra1sms. If_ the mixed dip is. used it is prepared in a 
similar manner to th-e mixed dip for Sultanas. Sufficient 
caustic must be added to crack the grapes. The tempera-_ 
ture should be 190 degrees with a two degree 'variation 
each way. The dip should not he allowed to reach higher 
temperatures while not ih use. 

Gordos should not be dried by the cold dip. They will 
dry by this method, but an inferior soft-skinned product 
i~ the result. 

Waltham Cr-oss makt good raisins and should be 

Dip tins on frame have been lifted from trailer and are being swung •over the cold dip tank. 

Drying of. Lexias 

Gordos should be dried by a plain caustic dip, This 
'gives a raisin with a tough skin which -is very desirable 
when the fruit is put through the de-seeding process. 

The dip is made by adding 2 lbs. caustic soda per 50 
gallons of water and heating to 200 degrees Fahrenheit. 
The temperature may vary about 2 degrees above and 
below 200. Extra caustic is adcfed to the dip in i: lb. Jots 
until the grapes crack sufficiently as described for _the 
hot dip Sultana process. An alternativ-e is -to maintain the 
dip at boiling point; for this practice, less caustic soda 
is needed alld the dip is made up with lll lbs. per 50 gal
lons of water. Extra caustic is then added to give the 
cracking desired. This alternative method giVes a darker 
coloured ·product. 

The fruit is dipped, drained and spread on the racks 
in a similar manner to Sultanas. When ready to remove 
from the rack it is shaken down and spread on hessian 
and allowed to dry thoroughly. 

Gordos can be dried by the mixed dip but the practice 
is not 1'ecOmmended as potash softens the skin of the 
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treated in a similar manner ·to Gordos. Slightly lower 
caustic soda concentrations are usually found to give 
satisfa-ctory cracking of_ the berries. 

Dry-ing of Table .Raisins 
' Gordos and Walthams are used for this purpose and 

both make good Table Raisins. 
Sun drylng of Table RaiSins is a long and tedious prO

cess, involving considerabl-e labour_ in stacking and UTI
stacking trays if weather is unfavourable. -

Table Raisins are now dehydrated in packing houses, 
so that there is little scope for sun drying by growers. 
Unless aheady experienced, Growers are advised to t_ry 
the procedure outlined below with small quantities only. 

Nothing but the best-fruit should be used and it should 
be left on the vines until quite mature. Bunches should 
be trimmed to remove small or damaged berries and 
placed on wooden trays. Trays 4 ft. by 3 ft. are com
monly used. The fruit is packed closely without placing 
bunches two de.ep, with about 50 lbs. of fruit per tray. 
Close packing ensuTes compact bunches when dry. 
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Trays are placed in the open. If nights are dewy or rain 
occurs, trays must be stacked until conditions permit the 
fruit to he exposed again. In seven to fourteen days, ac
cording to how drying is progressing, the trays are 
turned. This is done by" placing an empty tray on top of 
a full one and quickly turning the two trays together. 

The fruit must be left on the trays until thoroughly 
dry. 

Structure and Materials of Drying Racks 

Although some of the old-fashioned unroofed racks of 
four and five tiers are still in use, the majority of racks 

Racks should run north and south to permit as even a 
distribution as possible uf the sunlight on both sides of 
the rack. When racks run the other way, fruit does not 
dry as quickly or as evenly in colour. •Racks should be 
placed. at least 30 feet apart to pe1"mit free circulation 
of air through the fruit. Where racks are placed closer 
together an increase in drying period may be expected. 

The tiers may be of ·fixed or movable type. In the 
former the cross pieces are llailed to the upright and in 
the latter rest on iron pegs and can be removed. The 
movable rack is most favoured, as by taking out the cross 
pieces, greater movement of the tier is obtained when 

Fruit drying on rack, fruit drying being finished on hessians. Some fruit boxed into sweat boxes, 

are of the modern t~rpe. These are roofed and contain 
from eight to twelve tiers. A very satisfactory type is 
50 yards long, has nine to ten tiers 4 feet wide and is 
covered with an iron roof. 

Racks ·over 50 yards in length have a greater strain 
on the end posts, and do not permit such free movement 
on the drying ground. The extra movement around the 
racks increases the dust problem. 

Wire netting 4 feet wide has proved most satisfactory. 
Fruit takes longer to dry on tiers of greater width, and 
owing to delayed drying, a loss of grade often occm·s. In 
bad weather there is also greater danger of mould de
veloping. 

An iron roof is now considered essential. Racks should 
be covered with 8 foot corrugated iron and the roof 
should hav-e no pitch. With a sloping. roof the wind may 
blow the whole of the· rain that falls on the iron on to 
the fruit. With a flat .roof, however, wind from any 
direction will blow the water away from the fruit. If 
th~re is no wind the overhang of the roof will permit 
the water to -droP clear of the rack. 
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removing the fruit, and shaking down is therefore quicker 
and easier. 

The following materials are required for a 50 yard 
ten tier rack: 

4 main posts, each 14 ft .. bY 10 in. diameter -at smaU 
ends. 

28 posts, each 10 ft. by 4 in. by 4 in. 
140 cross pieces,. each 5 ft. 6 in. by 2 in. by 2 in. 
300 spreaders, 4 ft. 3 in. by 1~ in. by 1 in. 
10 false end pieces, each 4 ft. by 2 in. by 2 in. 
20 end pieces, ·each 6 ft. by 4 in. by 3 in. 
15 wall plates, erich 20 ft. 6 in. by 4 in. by 2 in. 
280 rack pins, 5 in. by ~ in. iron. 

. 40 end piece pins, 8 in. by ~ in. iron. 
10 rolls, each 150 ft. by 48 in. by 2 in. by 17 gauge 

wire netting. 
2 cwt. of wire, 10 gauge. 
76 sheets of corrugated galvanised iron, ·each 8 ft. 
6 lb. of roofing nails. 
3 1/'3 dozen wire strainers. 

The abOve provides for a movable tier rack. 
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For a fixed tier rack delete items 3 (cross pieces) and 
8 (rack pins) and substitute: 

140 cross pieces 5 ft. 3 in. by 3 in. by 1 in. 
5 lb. nails 2 in. by 8 gauge. 

Timber used in these structures must be naturally 
termite-resista11t like cypress pine ( Callitris glauca R. 
Br.) or be treated with a suitable preservative. 

An alternative structure which has proved very satis
factory during the past ten y·ears makes use of steel 
rail, suitably strutted with angle iron, for the main posts. 
Both post and strut are set in a concrete block 6 ft. by 
1 ft. by 3 ft. 6 in. deep at each of the four cornets-. The 
intermediate posts ar·e tied across the top with a 1 ft. by 
H in. strip iron welded to opposite posts and the whole 
supports the ·timber framework of the roof. Iron pins for 
supporting the cross pieces are welded to the posts. De
tails are available from the Officer-in-Charge, Common
wealth Research Station, C.S.I.R.O., Merbein, Victoria. 

The trend towards incr.eased use of structural steel 
indicated in the preceding paragraph has been carried 
still further du:ting the :Past year or two. All-steel con
struction is increasing in favour and already there are 
seVeral designs available, including one in tubular steel. 

Erection of Drying Racks 

The smaller ends of the main posts should be not less 
than 10 inches in diameter, and they should be erected 
4 feet 8 inches apart, inside measurement, and at least 
6 feet in the ground. They should be supported either by 

. guy wires to an anchor, by stays, or by placing a log 
across the lower end of the ·posts at the back and another 
across the front a feW inches below the· ground level. 

The intermediate posts should be 5 in. in diameter in 
the cast of bush timber or 4 in. by 4 in. sawn timber. 
They should he spaced at 10 feet intervals and be 4 ft. 

8 in. apart, inside measurements. Cross pieces 5 ft. 6 in. 
long and 2 in. by 2 in. are used for movable racks~ These 
rest on iron pins inserted in the posts. For the fixed tiers 
the cross pi.e~es are nailed to the posts and should be 
5 ft. 3 in. long by 3 in. by 1 in. 

Straining the Tiers 
In each tier two wires are used to support the netting. 

One end of each wire is fastened to the end pieces, 
but the other is fitted with a strainer. The two wires 
are threaded through the wire netting at about one 
foot intervals. To do this a stout strap with a hole 
punched near one end is often used. The wire is hooked. 
in the bola, the strap is led tht'oug·h the netting and the 
wire is then pulled through. This is much easier than 
pulling directly on the wire. The wires are placed in posi
tion and strained. One end of the netting is fastened to 
the same end piece as ·the wires. The other end is 'fas
tened to a 4 ft. by 2 in. by 2 in. false end piece. This is 
attached to the other end piece 'by two. wires which are 
fitted with strainers. The netting is now strained tightly. 

Spreaders are essential to maintain the proper width 
and tautness of the ·netting, and two per bay are neces
sary. They should be 4 ft. 3 in. by Hs in. by 1 in., which 
is a little wider than the netting. A saw cut is made in 
each end. 

Considerable pressure is needed in fitting the spreaders. 
The hooks may be made of an old dip bucket handle, 

number slx g'auge wiTe or quarter inch round iron, while 
a strong piece of hardwood is necessary for the handle . 

To use th~ tool, one end of the spreader is placed in 
position. The end of the tool is placed against the other 
end of the spreader with the edge just below the saw 
cut. The wire and· netting is then gripped by the hooks 
and the lever drawn downwards until the wire cleaTS the 
end of the spreadeT and slips into the saw cut. 

BULK DEHYDRATION 
FEDERAL COUNCIL DISCUSS EFFICIENCY AND ECONOMICS 

Mr. Busbridge, a delegate •from the Loxton Bran~h, submitted a .motidn from the S.A. State< -conference 
that the C.S.I.R.O. be requested to take up further investigations on more realistic conditions using more modern 
equipment as a commercial operation for the bulk dehydration of D.ried Fruits and that the State Government be 
asked to establish a pilot plarit in conjunction with the proposed experimental orchard to ·be established in Loxton. 
He expressed sc.1111e 1d•oubt as to whether dehydration costs in, actual practice would be as high as the estimate c.;f 
£39 per. ton calculated by C.S.I.R.O. as part of its experi~ents. It was desirable, he said', that further experiments 
be earned out, 

Couneil were fortunate in having as another delegate, 
Mr. Eric Orton, who was .responsible for the C.S.I.R.O. 
research, and hiS addTess is quoted in full. 

I think I can contTibute something to the discussion on 
dehydration as the research ·officer who actually carried 
out the trials at Red Cliffs. I actually designed the dipping 
trials and carried out the actual drying and made all the. 
necessary recordings for the dehydration trials at the Red 
Cliffs Co-op. Packing House. The dehydrators were the 
best and most suitable available, foT the simple Teason 
that we had four drying tunnels available Where we -could 
run and compare each dipping treatment at the same time, 
side by side. Facilities were not suitable at Toora Vale 
which was an alteTnate possibility as a site for the trial. 
The dehydrators were capable of holding ten trucks of 
fTuit but for the purpose of the trial only five trucks were 
used for two very good reasons. Firstly, insufficient fruit 
for a larger trial was obtainable from Mr. Hands' pro
perty wh 1ere the fruit came from; secondly, ther·e was 
some doubt as to whether if we ;filled the tunnels to their 
full capacity, as used in finishing off Dried Fruits, we 
would havH adequate drying capacity for fresh fruit, 
which is a vastly diffeTent problem. I can assure you that 
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the trials weTe actually the best that could be carried 
out; Calculations as Tegards cost were based very largely 
on the records that I made but were not my concern, and 
the actual costing was published in an article appearing 
in the Dried Fruits News, April-June 19153 .edition, pre
pared by Mr. L. White and Mr. T. T. Colquhoun, of the 
Bureau of Economics and . the Soldier Settlement Com-
mission respectively. · 

Costs Analysed 
In regard to dehydration, there are a number of costs 

which are inescapable. For instance, disregarding that 
particular trial altogether, on theoretical grounds you 
can arrive at what you might regard as a minimum cost. 
Thus to {)btain, on dehydration, one ton of Sultanas you 
require on an average, four tons of fresh fruit, giving a 
4 to 1 drying ratio. That means you have to withdraw for 
every ton of Dried Fruit three tons of water. There is a 
definite amount of work involved in doing that, and you 
can calculate the amount of ftiel required to do it. You can 
also calculate from known data, and assu:t;ning the known 
thermal efficiencies that are now available for different 
types of dehy~rators, the amount of fuel you will need 
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to do the job. You can assume, fo1· instance, that if you 
are going to use oil as fuel, even with the best type of 
direct-fired dehydrator, the average thermal efficiency 
cannot ·exceed 50 per cent. You can work out on that 
basis that to dehydrate and obtain one ton of Dried Sul
tanas you will need 86.2 gallons of fuel oil, roughly two( 
drums of fuel oil per ton. The cost of that in round 
figures is somethirig like £8/12/-, and that is a basis 
to work on. If you work on wood (although I doubt 
whether adequate supplies of wood ar·e available in 
Loxton), or you use Leigh Creek "Coal or something like 
that, the overall thermal efficiency will not· be so great. 
It cannot •exceed about 45 per cent., it almost certainly 
will not exceed 40 per cent. Assuming that figure, and a 
calorific value .of 6000 B.T.U. per ton, you will need, as 
a minimum, something like a ton and a quarter of wood 
or Leigh Creek coal for that calorific value. At least 1i 
tons of wood per ton of Dried Fruit is required. 1 do 
not know what low grade fuel (wood or coal) would cOst 
at Loxton, but it would probably be less than the 
£8/12/- for oil. You could save £4 to £4/10/- a ton on 
your fuel. 

Apart from that, when you consider the items that 
have been worked out, apart from interest on capital, it 
is pretty ha1·d to fault the published figures. The figures 
of £39 are made up of £2 per ton for cartage on a dried 
weight basis, that works out at only 10/- a ton fresh 
weight. The cost of materials work out at £14/2/- a ton, 
and £8/10/- ·of that was due to oil fuel. That figure could 
probably be reduced very roughly by some £4 to £4/10/-. 
Labour is put down as averaging £5/2/- per ton. I do 
not think that is excessive. That makes a total for labour 
and materials of £21/4/- per ton which could be prob
ably reduced to £16 ·Or £17 per ton if you 'like to use 
wood Or coal fuel. The big item that brings the total 
from £21 to £39 is, first of all, depreciation on plant. I 
am probably· not competent to criticise Mr. White's figures 
there, but his figure is £9/1/6, and the interest on capi
tal, another big item, is £7/10/-. 

The whole difficulty with dehydration is the amount of 
plant required to dehydrate' any quantity of fruit. The 
capital cost would be £174,000 for every 1000 tons of 
Dried Fruit produced per annum and the plant· is only 
going to operate for some ten weeks of the year. For 
3500 tons ·of Dried Fruit which was the original proposed 
'(or assumed) Loxton production which I was given 
originally, that would require £609,000 worth of plant. 
Actually a total of £16/11/6 of that £39 total cost is 
made up of depreciation and interest ·On capital. 

Pilot Plant Needed 
If you can persuade some benevolent government to 

make a grant of something like half a million pounds for 
plant for a soldiers' settlement at Loxton then the pro
position would become a commercial one, because the 
cost of drying fruit could be brought down to something 
like £16 or £17 a ton compared with sun drying at £19 
odd per ton, which includes depreciation of racks. If you 
exclude depreciation in the case of dehydration, you 
would come into the same field. Reg·arding quality, it 
would be possible, in my opinion, to produce by dehydra
tion fruit of quite satisfactory quality. In Red Cliffs we 
had to compromise again in one·-. trial. We had to en
deavour to cut costs to a minimum by getting rapid drY
ing and at the same time produce a good quality. The two 
things are not entirely compatible·. I used a tunnel 
temperature of 140 deg. F. and-by reducing that tempera
ture you can improve quality, but you greatly add to 
cost. You can certainly improve quality by adequate sul
phuring, and there is a real field of work in that direCtion. 
I would very much like to see a pilot plant carry out 
dehydration on Sultanas and other Tree Fruits. I have 
seconded the motion and therefore I must support it, but 
I suggest to the Committee at Loxton that, witho1.,1.t going 
into large scale and costly experimental work, they should 
make some calculations on the known facts regarding 
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costs to give them some basis to work on. In the first 
place, it must have regard to the fuel to be used and the 
cost of it, also the cost of plant and the interest that is 
likely to be charged on the capital cost of that plant to 
see if it is going to be a commercial proposition or not. 
The .total amount of fuel would be roughly 7000 drums of 
oil or something like 5000 to 6'000 tons of wood or coal 
per annum. In my opini'On, the capital cost figures are 
too high. I have not made any estimate of my own, but 
I am quite confident in my own mind that plant adequate 
for drying the fruit at Loxton could be set up for a much 
lower capital cost than that given in the report. Perhaps 
it is a little unfair for me to say that without having 
gone into the capital cost in greater detail. 

Report oJ:i Prunes 
Mr. J. W. Manchester, delegate from Young, N.S.W., 

spoke -on Prunes dehydration. Said Mr. Manchester: 
1'The whole of our production of Prunes at Young, as 

you probably know, is dehydrated. In that regard, the 
ratio of wet to dry is roughly 3 to 1 and in the case of 
Sultanas, as ·has been mentioned here, approximately 4 to/ 
1. That would mean that you have got approximately 25 
per cent. more dehydration work in the case of Sultanas 
than y.ou have in the case of Prunes. We have dehydration 
plants at Young which have an annual capacity of roughly 
200 tons, taken over a period of 5 to 6 weeks. We have 
recently put in another dehydration plant that is similar 
in capacity to the six we , have, and the capital cost in
volved was vastly different from the figures that have 
been quoted here. While it is not at the moment complete, 
we are well within the estimate that was made for the 
job,' and its complete cost will be about £2500 for the 
tunnel, plus the necessary equipment in the way of fans 
and oil burngrs. Our drying cost has been rising, as you 
can imagine, quite sharply, ov,er the last few years from 
£8 in this past year-I am trusting to my memory 
entirely-to £15/17/6 per ton. 

HThe point I want to make is that I consider that the 
estimate of capital cost involved was out of proportion 
to what we are getting from our drying plants at Young. 
We have just about completed the construction of an 
additional tunnel at YoUng, what we call a 10-ton capacity 
tunnel, and that will be for less than £3000. That tunnel 
will be capable of drying 200 tons of Prunes in a mini~ 
mum season of six weeks. I understand that your grape 
season is quite a bit longer than that, ·and it is reasonable 
to say that you could increase the capacity by spreading 
the drying over a longer period. The six tunnels that we 
have at present at Young actually dry 1000 tons or more 
in a period of 4 to 6 weeks ·depending on seasonal condi~ 
tions. Those tunnels are identical with the one we have 
lately pUt in, except that we consider we have made some 
improvements in this later one which would result in 
cheaper drying if anything. It is constructed of brick. It 
would appear, from the point of view of capital cost, 
that we -have something like £21,000 involved in actual 
drying tunnels without the ·buildings which house them 
and, of course, the trays which carrY the Prunes, but 
I cannot for the life of me see how the figure of 
£174,000 was arrived at. I agree that some good 
purpose might be served by further investigating this 
business in the light of these figures, having regard to 
what is being done in other places." 

Capital Cost Over £2 Millions 
Mr. W. V. Ford, Packers' delegate, contributed by 

saying: HI do not want to go over the ground that 
Mr. Orton has covered, but just to give you some in,dica
hon I will take the Mildura production as 70,000 tons 
dry, or 280,000 tons, fresh. Assuming the fruit goes· 
through in 24 hours or 13 tons an hour which is an 
extremely low quantity, Mr. Orton knows that only too 
well from the figures he has quoted; to get 280,000 tons 
through in 60 days, you would have to put through 21,500 
lots 'which is equivalent to 360 double dehydrators of 
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approximately 80 fe·et long-. Taking· single dehydrators 
it would g-ive you 720 sing-le dehydrators of the large 
type, and they are absolutely no use for the drying of 
fresh fruits, which must be of. the small type. Y au would 
then hav·e to double your dehydrators. On top of that you 
would have the cost of your dehydrators and the capital 
cost would be £2,160,000. 

"I am not ag~inst the idea of having the experiment 
carried out. I am absolutely in favour of it;. we might 
learn something. I have taken the costs out ve1·y rougp.ly, 
but I think you will find they are somewhere ri.ear 
accurate. As far as the present position is concerned, I 
think it is possible by taking the who}e of the fruit in 
from any one particular district is where you 1may strike 
a very~ very hard snag. If you go into it further and get 

the South Australian people to come in on it you might 
get somewhere, and it might also help the grower who 
wants to install his own dehydrator." 

Resolution 
In accordance with Federal Council's resolution-

That the C.S.I.R.O. be k"equested to take up •further 
investigations on the commercial .operation for the bulk 
dehy•dration··. of Dried Fruits, and that the -Sout·h Aus
h·alian Government be asked to establish a pilot plant 
in conjunction with the proposed experimental .orchard 
to be established in Loxton 

the Board of Manage111ent are taking the matter further 
with C.S.I.R.O., and the S.A. Government. 

EXTENSION SERVICE TO GROWERS 
Last November, the Departriient of Com_merce and 

Agriculture informed The A.D.F .A. that the Common
wealth Government has during the last twelve months 
taken certain decisions which have committed it to fin
ancial assistance of extension activities by the State 
Departments of Agriculture, but it is the Government's 
hope that all sections of the agricultural, horticultural 
and pastoral industries will also contribute, thus further 
augmenting the total amount available for the expansion 
of State extension and research s-ervices. The Common
wealth Government regards such an expansion as import
ant, 'not only in lifting the output of rural industries, but 
also in promoting profitability by increasing efficiency in 
production-such is of vital importance to the future 
prosperity of Australia. 

Finance to the extent of approximately half a millioiJ
pounds per annum is now being provided by the Govern
ment to pTomote increased activities in the tobacco and 
dairy industries, and to extension services in general; in 
th'e Iatter instance the contribution is now at the 1·ate of 
,£200,000 per annum, but the Government has indicated 
its willing·ncss to jncrease this amount to £500,000 per 
annum, provided a suitable matching contribution is made 
by industry and State Departments of Agriculture. This 
cOntribUtion does not necessarily imply a £ for £ rela
tionship. 

The Department proposed that the Dried Fruits In
dustTy, in common with many other primary industries, 
should financially augment the Commonwealth Govern
ment's contributions. 

In considering the Department's proposal the Board of 
Management noted that the Industry was already cp_n
tributing £7500 per annum, as follows: 

Donor 

Export Control Board 

Export Control Board 
The A.D.F.A. 
Mildura Packers' As

sociation (through 
The A.D.F.A. 

Mildura Packers' As
sociation (direct) 

Nyah-Woorinen Re
search Committe-e 

Western Australian 
Packers & Agents 

Recipient 
Imperial College af 

Science & Technology 
C.S.I.R.O. 
C.S.I.R.O. 

C.S.I.R.O. 

C.S.I.R.O. 

Amount 

£1,250 
1,600 

500 

500 

1,000 

150 
C.S.I.<R.O. & Victorian 

Dept. of Agricultur-e 
Dried Fruits Research 

Trust, W.A. (through 
Dept. of Agriculture) 2,500 

--
£7,500 

In view of the heavy contributions already being pro
vided by the -Australian Dried FTuits Industry, the Board 
are of the opinion, in supporting the necessity for im-
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proved extension services, that :ijnancial assistance should 
now be granted by the Federal and State Governments to 
support the contributions already being made by various 
sections of the Dried Fruits Industry. 

Bank Aids Research 
The Commonwealth Bank has agairi shown its interest 

in the problems of the rural community of the Mid-Murray 
district by making a g-rant of money available to the 
Nyah-\Voorinen Enquiry Committee for research work, 
says the "Swan Hill Guardian." 

Details of the grant are as follows: 
o £300 to develop rack dehyi·ation equipment. 
0 £100 for implements for use on the committee's re

search farm. 
o £130 to develop mole drainage work. 
These three items are of great importance to the district 

fruit growers. 
Mr. D. S. H. Bastow, a member of the C.S.I.R.O. 

Executive, has conferred with committee members on the 
rack dehydration experiment. 

Latest Trend 
The latest trend in thjs work is to try and adapt a 

11Swing Fil'e" motor to the plant as a heating and air blast 
unit. This is the type of motor that was used in the y.l 
flying bomb by the Germans during the la.st war. 

It seems an attractive idea as this type of unit is almost 
100 per cent. efficient in heat and energy output. 

The implements for the research farm will go far ·to 
compl~ting the range· of equipment needed to make the 
farm work both economical and efficient. 

The mole drainage experiment is the firi\t of its kind in 
Australia, and is an adaption of much of the work carried 
on in the Fen country in England, but with the object of 
removing salt from the soil, and as a means of introduc
ing substances into the lower layers of soil to improve its 
structure. 

These projects would be virtually impossible were it 
not for the generosity of the Rural Credits Development 
Fund. 

Bank Takes Lead 

Farmers are continually urged to farm part of their 
profits back into their land which is the source of their 
income. The Commonwealth Bank is taking a lead in this 
respeCt in returning part of their profits to the farmers 
from whence it comes. 

Such a policy is going to increase the overall capacity 
of the farming ·community to produce and thus- help 
stabilise our econorily as a nation. 
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LATHYRUS OCHRUS (L.) D.C. AS A GREEN MANURE CROP , 
UNDER IRRIGATION IN THE MURRAY VALLEY AREA 

Reprinted from "The Journal of the Australian Institute of Agricnltui·al Science," Vol. 19, No. 3, 
September, 1953. 

By J. E. GILES, C. A. NEAL,SMITH and D. McE. ALEXANDER 
J. E. Giles is a Senior Technical Officer, Commonwealth Research Station (Munay Irrigation Areas) 
Merbein, C. A. Neal-Smitl)-, B.Ag.Sc., is Plant Introduction Officer, Division of Plant Industry, 
C.S.I.R.O., Canberra, and D. McE. Alexander, B.Sc., is a •Research Officer, Commonwealth Research 

Station (Munay Irr(gation Areas), Merbein. 

Lathyt·us ochms, an annual legume introduced from Is;;:~I, has been shown to be a valuable irrigated green 
manure species on a wide range of soils in the Murray Valley area. It outyielded other commonly grown green 
manure species on all the lighter soil types over two seasons (1950 and 1951) and equalled tick beans on some 
of the heavier soi~s. Nodulation of L. ochrus was satisfactory on all ·soil types and the nitrogen content of the 
herbage was similar to that of other leguminous manures. 

L. ochrus is of particular value because of its relatively rapid growth rate, earliness of maturity and high 
yield of nitrogen at the time of tm·ning under. This enables the burying of the crop by early spring and minimises 
the risk of frost damage to horticultural plants, particularly vines, which may occur .if a green manure crop is 
left standing at this time. 

On a Barmera sand, one of the major soil types of the Mildura district, April sowing with controlled spacing, 
7 in. by 4 in. (a seed rate of 60 lb. per acre) gave satisfactory yields of herbage and seed. 

Introduction 
In Murray Valley settlements there are approximately 

8'0,000 acres under irrigation for the production of horti
cultural crops. The. climate of the area is mainly of the 
Mediterranean type with moderate winter rainfall a·nd 
summ-er drought with high temperatures which are essen
tial for the ripening and effective drying of the fruit. The 
rainfall of Mildura over the months April to August aver
ages about 5 in. while the mean daily maximum and 
minimum temperatures are 65 deg. and 44.5 deg. F. re
spectively. Data for the same period for Woorinen are 
rainfall 6.5 in., mean daily maximum and minimum tem
pel·atures 63.3 deg. and 42.5 deg. F. For horticultural 
production it is essential to supplement the seasonal 
rainfall by irrigation. 

The growing ·of winter green manure crops has be
come established as a regular part of the cultural opera
tions involved in horticultural production. While the 
effects of green manuring are not yet fully understood, 
the importance of the maintenance of organic matter in 
relation to economic yields of horticultural crops has been 
widely recognised (West and Howard, 1938, Madson, 
1951). 

The species commonly utilised are tick beanS (Vida 
faha L. var. minor Beck.), field peas (Pisurn arvense L.), 
tares (Vicia s<itiva L.) and barley (Hcrdeurn vulgare L.). 
Of these, tick bean is most widely grown. However, this 
crop is relatively unproductive on all soil types in certain 
seasons and on some of the lighter soil types in all sea
sons. Tick bean seed is imported to the area at ·consider
able cost and in some years supplies have been insuffi
cient. For_ these reasons, investigations were made to 
determine whether other species not previously grown in 
the area would prove superior. From preliminary investi
gations conducted at Canberra, Griffith and Merbein on 
four species, namely, Lathyrus .ochrus (L.) D.C., L. tin
gitanus L., Vicia articulata Hornem., and Vicia dasy
carpa Tenore. L. ochrus was selected for further trial 
because of its early maturity, comparatively 'high yield 
and ease of seed production. 

In a subsequent replicated single row trial at R{!d 
Cliffs involving L. ochrus L., L. clymenum L., L. cicera 
L. and another strain of L. cicera (introduc.ed as L. arven
sis), L. ochrus was again outstanding (yields in cwt./ acre 
dry matter were 59.1, 30.1, 28.2 and 22.6 respectively). 
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L. ochrus is an annual, win.ter growing legume of an 
essentially spreading growth habit~ In a dense stand, how
ever, the branches, which arise at ground level, become 
more or less erect and may attain a height of 2 ft. or 
more. The plant has a densely leafy appearance and is of 
a light green colour. It has a relatively short growing sea
son and the pods, which ar·e about 2 in. long, retain their 
seed a£ter maturity. The species is indigenous to the 
Mediterranean region including ·Palestine, Spain and 
Cyprus, and in the latter two countries it is known as 
Louvana. Other common names used are Cyprus Vetch, 
Pigeon Pea, Ochrous Pea and Yellow Pea. The particular 
strain used in the trials was introduced by the Plant 
Introduction Section of the C.S.I.,R.O., Canberra, in 1945. 

Experimental PrOcedure. and Results 
Because of considerable variation .in moisture content 

of herbage between sites, all he1·bage yields and nitrogen 
percentages are expressed on the oven -dry basis. 

Yields were obtained by cutting samples each 5 ft. 
along the row or plot by the full width of the growth. 
These were weighed and a 2 lb. sub-sample taken from 
each. For the trials described under (b) and (c) moisture 
determinations were done on every sub-sample. For the 
trials- described under (a) eight ::.ub-samples were bulked 
to give a 16 lb. sample for moisture determination. All 
moisture contents were determined by oven drying at 85 
deg. C. Herbage yields were then adjuSted to the oven 
dry basis. 

(a) StUdies in the growth habit and herbage production 
of L. ochrus grown on various soil types. 
To study the growth habit, herbage production and 

nitrogen content of L. o.chrus under field conditions, in 
comparison with a control green manure c:r:op, soils 
ranging from very light to heavy were selected for trials 
on Growers' properties. Cultural practices~ such as number 
of irrigations, amounts, of fertiliser applied, time and 
method of sowing differed from property to property, but 
similar cultural treatments were observed within each 
property for both the L. ochrus and the particular control 
species used. 

The results, giv.en in Table I, show that the dry weight 
herbage yields of all species are in general markedly less 
on the lighter soils, n~mely Murray sand, Berri sand and 
Barmera san~. On these soils, L . .ochrus had a mean yield 
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of 32 cwt./ acre compared with 44 cwt./ acre on the 
heavier ·ones. For other sp"ecie.s comparative figures are 
22: and 48 cwt./acre respectively. 

On the sand soils, L. o.chrus outyielded the control 
sp-ecies in all cases, the overall mean increase being 32 
per cent. On the heavier soils it outyielded peas or tares, 
but when compared with tick beans, the advantage was 
most often in favour of the latter. Peas were relatively 
unproductive -on each of the soils on which they were 
grown. The particularly poor growth of both peas and L. 
ochrus at Location 11, Irymple loam, was associated with 
the fact that the green manures were not irrigated on 
this site. 

natural rainfall except that plots sown on :u th April 
were irrigated immediately after sowing. 

The results (Table II) clearly indicate that at the 
sampling date (12th September), April sown crops out
yielcfed the MaY sown ones in both species. It was observed 
in other field trials that good results wer.e also obtained 
when the sowing was made in March. 

For L. ochrus a seeding ·rate of 135 lb. per acre ap
peared the best for both times of sowing, sinc·e a crop 
with this seeding rate outyielded the one seeded at 90 lb. 
per acre and was as productiv-e as the one seeded at the 
rate of 180 lb. per acre. In tick hearts, yields from the 
April sowing were highest with a sowi11g rate of 180 lb. 

Figure 1. 
Devel9pment of Lathyrus ochrus four months from sowing on Barmera sand, Red 

Cliffs, September, 1951. 

L. ochrus has thus been shown to be particularly 
adapted to soils of a light textur-e and to outyield the 
standard species of 10 cwt. of dry matter per acre on 
three of these soils~ It was found to be uniformly well 
nodulated at every site and on ev.ery plant examined. 

(b} Seeding rate and ti~e of sowing of L. ochrus and 
tick beans. 
To determine the effect of varying seeding rates and 

times .of sowing for both L. ochrus and tick beans, a trial 
which consisted of randomised blocks with six replica~ 
tions of each species was conducted in 1951 at Red Cliffs, 
Victoria, on Barmera sand. 

The seeding rates were_ 90, 135 and 180 lb. per acre f.or 
L. ochrus (germination 95.7 per c-ent.) and 120, 180 and 
240 lb. per acre for tick beans (germination 100 per 
cent,). The two dates of sowing were 11th April and 15th 
May, 1951. Each plot consisted of 9 rows spaced 7 in. 
apart, giving an area 10 ft. by 5 ft. 3 in. The centre row 
was left unsown. Superphosphate at the rate of 3 cwt. 
was maintained throughout the growing period by the 
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per itcre, while from the May sowing, the highest yield 
l'esulted fl'om a sowing rate of 240 lb. per acre. Thus it 
appears that the reduced yield associated with the later 
sowing may in part be compensated for· in this crop by 
increasing the seeding rate. 

The yield of L. ochrus was hig·her than that of tick 
beans at each corresponding seed rate at both times of 
sowing, and although not significantly greater in all 
cases, the effect was consistent. 

(c) Herbage and seed production in relation to seeding 
rate and seed spacing. 
A further trial to determine the best seeding rate in 

relation to seed spacing of L .. ochrus for the production of 
herbage and of seed was conducted on the same site at 
Red Oliffs in 1952. The design was a duplicated Latin 
square in each section and the trial consisted of two 
sections, one to determine ·herbage production and the 
other seed yield. The plot size was 10 ft.· x 5 ft. 3 in. The 
rows were spaced 7, 14 and 28 in. with seed spacing 2 
or 4 in. within the rows according to the seeding rat~ 
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(Table III). Superphosphate at the rate of 2 cwt. per acre 
was applied to all plots at sowing. 

The trial was sown on 19th April, 1952, and sampled 
for herbage yield on 9th September, and for seed yield on 
22nd October. Plant establishment was very good on all 
plots with a mean over both sections ·of 90 per cent. of 
sown seed in treatments 1, 2 and 4 and a mean of 84 per 
cent. of sown seed in Treatment 3. The sowing details, to
gether with the dry weight of herbage and yield of seed 
are given in 'rable III. 

Figure 2. 

Portion of the root syste,m O'f a Lath;yrus 
ochrus plant, showing strong and effective 

nodulation. 

Table III shows that the highest yields of herbage and 
of seed were obtained with a 7 in. spacing between rows 
with seed sown 2 in. apart in the row. No significant re
duction, however, in the yield of either ·herbage or of 
seed resulted when the seeding rate was halved by sowing 
seed 4 in. instead of 2 in. apart at the same row spacing. 
The indications are that a controlled 7 in. by 4 in spacing 
( 60 lb. per acre) may be adequate for ne"ar maximum 
yields of both herbage and seed on a Barmera sand. 
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(d) Yield and nitrolgen content of r.oots and shoots in 
relation to maturity. 
An investigation to determine the dry weight and total 

nitrogen content of ;roots and shoots at various stages of 
maturity of L. ,ochrus, tick beans and tare·s was con
ducted in the 1950 season at the Commonwealth Research 
Station, Merbein, on a Coomealla sandy loam soil. 

To determine the root :shoot ratio, yields .of roots and 
shoots were measured on eight individual plants of each 
species groWn in galvanised iron pipes 2 ft. long by 9 in. 
diameter buried in various positions along a vine row. 
The pipes were placed in holes excavated with a 10 in. 
soil auger and soil back filled in reverse order so that the 
profile remained similar to field conditions. A single plant 
waR established in each pipe from seed sown on 12th 
April, and subsequently required no special attention. 
At maturity, the pipes were completely excavated and the 
soil washed from the bottom upwards so as to leave the 
roots exposed. Roots and corresponding shoots were dried 
at 55 deg. C. and the dry weight recorded. Nitrogen 
analyses were made by the Kjeldahl method on the roots 
and shoots of each of the individual plants. Ho.ot yields of 
the plants harvested at various stages of maturity hav-e 
been estini.ated by using a root: shoot ratio of 0.5 which 
was found for each of the three species by the technique 
described immediately above. 

On the basis of this root:shoot ratio of 0.5, the total dry 
weight yield and nitrogen content of roots plus shoots of 
L. ochrus, tick beans and tares grown on Coomealla sandy 
loam in 1950 (Table I, Location 5) have been calculated 
for two times of sampl{ng in each species. The results 
given in Table IV show that L. ochrus had a higher yield 
(47 cwt. per acre) on 12th September, 1950, than either 
tick beans or tares which yielded 23 and 36 cwt. per acre 
respectively. Although on 9th October (nearly one month 
later) the yield of beans (73 cwt. per acre) and of tares 
( 63 cwt. per acre) was higher than that of L. ochrus a 
month earlier, this date is considered too late for practi
cal purposes. 

At 30th August, the yield of L. och~us (34 cwt. per 
acre) was considerably greater than that of tick beans 
(23 cwt. per acre) on 12th September, and almost equal 
to that of tares (36 cwt. per acre) at the same date .. 

In common with other crops, the nitrogen percentage 
of the shoots of the three species diminished with the 
maturity of the plants. The relatively high nitrogen 
content of tares at 12th September is a reflection of its 
immaturity. 

L. ochrus had a higher nitrogen content than tick beans 
and tares at a similar stage of. maturity. At a comparable 
stage of maturity (full flower and with first pods fully 
formed) L. ochrus had a nitrogen percentage of 3.38 
compared with tick beans 2.50. Had tares been grown to 
this stage ··of maturity, their nitrogen pel'C·entage would 
have been less than 2.84 per cent. 

The total nitrogen yield, estimated from the product 
of yield and nitrogen percentage, in L. c.chrus and tares 
at 12th September, 1950, is essentially -the same, but that 
of tick beans was comparatively low~r. The wide variation 
in yield masked the variation of nitrogen percentage 
so that, although the nitrogen percentage varied between 
species there was a close correlation between total dry 
yields and total yield of nitrogen. 

Similar results were obtained on eleven other sites 
where the mean shoot nitrogen content was 2. 70 per 
cent., with standard deviation 0.21 per cent. (Table I.) 

Discussion 

The trials described above indicated that L. och~us has 
several advantages over legumes commonly used as green 
manures under irrigated conditions in the Murray Valley 
area, particularly in view of the desirability for early 
ploughing in of su~h crops. 
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On the sands where ·cover crops in general yield com
paratively poorly, L. ochrus has outyielded the particular 
control species in every case. Higher yields were -obtained 
on the heavier soils, but on these soils tick beans yielded 
as well or, in some cases, better than L. o1chrus. 

It is recognised in viticultural practic-e in Murray 
Valley areas that leguminous cover crops should be 
ploughed or disced .down· at the early flowering stage, 
preferably by the middle of September, to prevent com-

. petition for soil moisture and plant nutrients and to mini
mise possible frost damage in some areas. King (1948) 
has stated that there is ample confirmatiOn of frost 
damage to vines due to standing before the danger period, 
A particular advantage of L. ochrus is its early maturity 
which allows· the maximum amount of herbage to be 
buried by about the first week in September, thus reduc
ing the risk of possible frost damage to th.e young tender 
vine shoots. 

TABLE I. 
Yield and nitrogen content of dry herbage of L. ochrus arid control ci·c.ips grown in 1950 and 1951 seasons on 

various soil types listed in .order -of- texture. 
' 

L. Ochrus Control 
Locaton Soil Type* Year of ,_ 

Trial Dry wt. %N. Specie~ Dry wt. <f,N. 
cwt./ac. cwt./ac. 

-· 2.99 P.eas and i·T-- ---·--1. Red Cliffs Murray sand 1950 22 3.20 
barley 

1951 36 Beans, peas 23 
and harley ---·-

2. Red Cliffs Barmera sand 1950 29 2.81 Beans 
.. -1-3 ___ 

2.10 

1951 . 33 Tares and 29 
barley 

Berri sand 1951 36 Tares and 26 
barley 

,_ 

3. lrymple Barmera sand 1951 33 2.28 Beans 22 2.65 
~M:erbein-- Bal'mer~ 

--

sandy 1950 21 not deter- Beans 43 2.91 
loam (shallow mined 
phase) 

-- -- --··---
5. Merbein Coomealla sandy 1950 32 2.94 Beans 15 2.99 

loam Tares 23 3,51 
1951 75 Beans 106 

Tares 53 
6. 

w . . .. 
oormen Tatchera sandy 

-----
1950 31 not deter- Beans 56 nOt deter-

loam (type 8) . mined mined 
--··-- - - - ---· 

-If: Merb~-in Coomealla loam 1951 47 2.68 Beans 40 1.72 
-s~udllra Koorlong loam 1951 71 2.68 Beans 67 1.9l 
9.Irymple-

-

Mildura 3.~ -B-eans ·--
loam 1950 24 40 2.81 

10. Mildura Mildura lOam 1950 44 
_, 

3.19 Beans -r52-- --2JFi~ 

1951 62 2.57 Beans 92 2.52 .• 
Peas 20 3.33 

11. lrymple lrymple loam 1950 18 2.12 Peas 12 ~9--

12. w·oorinen Woorinen loam 1950 57 3.32 Beans 
--- --46- ~2~ 

(type 7) 

*All soil types, with th_e exception of- the Woorinen ones, are described by Penman ct al. (1940). Of the Woorinen types, Tat
chera sandY loam (type 8) wa"s named by Taylor et al. (1933) and Woorinen loam (type 7) named by Prescott and Taylor (HJ32). 

TABLE II. 
Dry weight yields of L. ochrus and of tick beans with varying seeding rates an1d times of sowing on a Barmera 

sand, 1951 seas.on. 

Sowing Time 

Species 
Seeding •Rate April 11 May 15 

1)>./ac. . 

• Dry weight Dry weight 
cwt./ac. . cwt./ac . 

.. ,_ 

L. ochrus .. .. . . .. .. . . 90 78.7 49.8 

" " 
135 87.6 58.1 

" " 
180 86'.5 56.9 

Tick beans .. .. .. . . . . .. 120 62.7 36.~ 

" " 
180 80.2 40.6 

" " 
240 75.9 48.2 

Treatment means not significant for the April sowing. 
Min. difference for signifiCance between treatment means for both species, May soWing (P ( 0.05), 6.6. 
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TABLE Ill. 
Dry weight yields ci herbage in cwt./ac. and yield of seed in lb./ac. of L. ochrus with varying seeding rates and 

seed spacings, Bar:mera sand, 1952. 

Treatment Number of Seed Spacing Row Spacing Rate of Seeding Yield of HerOage Yield of Seed 
Rows Sown in. in. (lb./ ac.) (cwt./ac.) (lb./ac.) 
~~------ --------- ---

1 2 2 28 29.25 39.1 2471 
2 4 2 11 58.5 52.5 2973 
3 8 2 7 117.0 63.0 8260 
4 8 4 7 58.5 61.0 2894 

Least difference for significance in herbage yield: (P < 0.05) 3.7 cwt. 
Least difference for significance in seed yield: (P -< 0.05) 404 lb. 

TABLE IV. 
Yield and nitrogen content of green manure crops ·grow11 at the Com-monwealth Research Station, Merbein, 1950. 

Dry Weight Yield of % Nitl·ogen Total Nitrog-en 
of Roots and Maturity Species Sampling Date Roots plus Shoots --- Shoots Rating* cwt./ac. Roots Shoots lb./ac. 

L. ochrus . . . . .. 30/8/50 34 - 3.38 118 3 
12/9/50 47 2.20 2.94 127 4 

·--·---
Tick beans .. .. . . 12/9/50 23 - 2.99 77 2 

9/10/50 63 2.32 2.50 173 3 -- ·-~~ 

Tares . . . . . . .. 12/9/50 36 - 3.51 . 130 1 
9/10/50 63 2.25 2.84 186 2 

*Maturity rating~1. Pre-flowering, 
2. First flowers, no pods. 
3. Full flower, first pods fully formed. 
4. Considerable pod formation. 

No difficulty was ·observed in obtaining satisfactory 
plant establishment under varying cultural treatmentS 
and the large number of nodules evident in every case 
is indicative of the presence of a suitable strain of 
Rhizobium in the soHs of the aTea. 

Seeding Tates of L. ochrus are commonly of the order 
of 125 lb. pe:r acre (Hurwitz, 1940). April sowings at 
about this rate on Barrriera sand in 1951 and 1952 gave 
the highest yields of herbage, but in the second year it 
was demonstrated that near maximum yields of herbage 
and of seed could be obtained froin a sowing of about 6'0 
lb. per acre by spacing seeds 4 in. apart in the rows. 
Clearly there is need for further investigation to deter" 
mine how far these findings could be applied to other 
Soil types and cultural methods. If seed yields of neaTly 
3000 lbs. per ac1·e from sowing of about 60 lb per acre 
can be reproduced, seed production in the Murray Valley 
would be a, satisfactory commercial proposition, even 
allowillg for a small percentage loss due to machine har
vesting by means of a pea header. So far seed production 
has been done mainly without any special equipment by 
Growers who have sown L. ochrus between vine rows. 

The yields of the May _sown L. ochrus and tick beans 
were considerably less than the April sown treatment, 
but the yield reduction in L. ochrus (34 per cent.) due 
to late sowing was less than that for tick beans ( 40 per 
cent.). This may make L. ochrus more suitable when cir
cumstances necessitate a late sowing of the cover cr{)p. 

In every sample of L. ochrus analysed the nitrogen 
content was greater than 2 per cent. A few samples of 
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tick beans gave a nitrogen percentage below 2 per cent. 
(down to 1.72) but, in general, these also were above this 
figure. Bachelor ( 1943) has stated that the critical nitro
gen content ·of a green manure crop is 2 per cent. Above 
this figure, the following crop benefits, whHe below it 
the nitrogen is absorbed entirely by the micro-organisms 
affecting decomposition and this may even cause a tem
porary immobilisation of existing nitrogen supplies. 

An application ·of 2 cwt. per acre of sulphate of am
monia is often made where tick beans have been grown· 
for green manul'e in order to overcome the relatively slow 
rate at which nitrogen becomes available from their de
composition. The less fibrous growth habit of L. ochrus 
suggests that it may decompose more rapidly in the soil. 
This, combined with its earlier maturity, might result in 
a substantial economic gain by rendering the application 
of sulphate of ammonia unnecessary. 

The adaptability of L. ochrus to light-textured soils and 
its higher yields from earlier plantings are in accord
ance with the findings of Hurwitz (1940) in Israel. In 
that country L. ochrus is grown for fodder purposes and 
is one of the few productive species on light soils. On 
heavier soils in Israel its yield was higher, but {)ther 
species prov·ed equally or more productive. 
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FACTORS IN SELLING DRIED FRUITS 
OVERSEAS 

ADDRESS TO FEDERAL COUNCIL BY Mr. C. J. WARD 
An interesting address was given to delegates by Mr. C. J. Ward, General Ma'nager c:f Co-operated Dried 

Fruits Sales Pty. Ltrd. on ·various matters investigated during his overseas trip in Septembe,r and O.ctobet·, 1953. 

Mr. Ward said: 
I propose to confine this brief talk on my recent 

overseas trip to the following subjects:-
Sale of Lexias and Seeded Raisins in the United 

Kingdom. 
Packing Currants and Sultanas into small containers. 
Corrugated fibreboard box packing. 
Machinery. 
In addition, I would like to comment on a quick survey 

made of the Ceylon market in relatioD: to Dried Fruits. 

SALE OF LEXIAS AND SEEDED RAISINS IN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 

With the increased tonnage of Lexias now coming -to 
hand from new plantings, it became obvious that we 
could experience difficulty in disposing of our annual 
handling in this variety of Dried Fruit. 

Efforts were made to have Seeded Raisins included in 
the support price underwritten by the Ministry of Food 
for the 1954 crop, but this was not possible, as Seeded 
Raisins did not form part of the contracts under which 
the Ministry purchased Dried Vine Fruits from Austra~ia. 

The United Kingdom is our biggest potential from 
a selling point of view, and whilst in England I took 
the oppo.rfunity of seeing what prospects there were of 
disposing of substantial tonnages annually to this market, 
either in the form of Lexias or Seeded Raisins. 

It is to be noted that pre-war the largest buyer in 
the United Kingdom was Messrs. Felling, Stanley Ltd., 
of Liverpool. These people adopted the practice of 
not purchasing Lexias until towards the end of the 
season, thus we were faced with holding fruit in ware
houses for quite some time, incurring storage and other 
incidental charges, etc., and were then ultimately forced 
to sell at a very low price in order to quit the fruit 
before new season's stocks arrived. 

With a view to preventing a recurrence of this set 
of circumstances, I investigated the idea of seeding 
Lexias and selling the resultant product to the trade in· 
opposition to United Kingdom raisin seeders, such as 
Messrs. Felling, Stanley Ltd. and others, as I found that 
the trade_ were becoming more interested in Seeded 
Raisins than unseeded Lexias. Consequently, it was neces
sary to see what was the most economical way to produce 
Seeded Raisins for thi'l United Kingdom market to ensure 
the grower receiving a reasonable price for the Lexias 
used. 
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The various ways in which this could be dOne for fruit 
handled by C.D.F.S. were as follows:-

1. Lexias to be seeded in Australia and shipped to 
the United Kingdom in packets and bulle 

2; Lexias to be shipped to the United Kingdom for 
processing into Seeded Raisins at a plant in London 
operated solely by C.D.F.S. 

3. Lexias to be shipped to the United Kingdom for 
processing into Seeded Raisins at a plant operated by 
C.D.F.S. in conjunction with our London Agents. 

4. Lexias to be shipped to the United Kingdom and 
one or more of the dealers in England to be induced to 
process same into Seeded Raisins. 

Alternative ( 3) was quickly discarded, as it wa:s 
ascertained that our London Agents would not be in a 
position to enter into any agreement With us in operating 
a plant, it being contrary to their poli~Y· 

Alternative (4) would be unsatisfactory, as it would 
leave us more or less in the hands of the dealer or 
dealers in the United Kingdom doing the seeding- on our 
behalf. It will ·be appreciated that it would be unwise 
for us to relinquish control _to dealers for obvious 
reasons. 

This left alternatives (1) and (2) to be considered. 
On the face of it, alternative (2) seemed to be the 

most desirable course to be adopted, but there would be 
two main factors. to be considered. 
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(a) 

(b) 

Our method of seeding Lexias is such that ..,.e can 
produce a better article than Raisin seeders in 
the United Kingdom. Therefore, as there is no 
personnel trained in our method of seeding avail~ 
able in England, we would be faced with the 
expense of sending over trained and ·experienced 
key personnel to establish our seeding factory. 
In addition to this being expensive, it would be 
a drain on our pres-ent experienced staff at a·time 
when we are greatly extending our seeding facili~ 
ties in Australia. 
Although wages, etc., are on a lower scale in .the 
United Kingdom_ than her·e, it was surprising to 
hear that prices for cartons, paper liners and bags, 
etc., are as high, if not higher, than in Australia. 
Thus, taking all factors into consideration, it is 
doubtful whether the cost of seeding in Australia 
would_ be greater to any appreciable extent than 
seeding costs. in the United KingdOm. 

In view of the foregoing, it will be seen that alter~ 
native (1) is the best procedure to adopt, whereby we 
would seed Lexias in Australia and ship as Seeded 
Raisins to the United _Kingdom. 

In furtherance of this policy, we have already sold 
to the United Kingdom a substantial tonnage of Seeded 
Raisins in packets ex the season 1953 crop. Every care 
has been taken to see that the fruit going forward in 
the initial shipments is well processed and seeded, as 
it is essential we create a good impr_ession with the 
United Kingdom trade. 

It is interesting to note that when discussing the 
sale of Seeded Raisins in the United Kingdom with local 
seeders in that country, I was told that it was their 
opinion we should leave them to do the seeding by 
shipping unseeded fruit only. I countered their argu
ment, pointing out that by their own pre-war action 
of depressing the price of unseeded Lexias to a very low 
figure, -they had forced us to protect our growers by 
taking the course now adopted. 

Perhaps it is as well to point out that we sent n. small 
quantity of Seeded Raisins on consignment to the 
United Kingdom some fourteen or fifteen years ago, 
but the war 'intervened before we could develop this 
trade. From what I can learn, it appears that Lexias 
seeded in the United Kingdom will not remain as free 
running as ours, and are likely to sugar in a very short 
time. This alSo applies to Seeded Raisins from South 
Africa, whereas the fruit we shipped pre-war kept its 
condition and did not shciw signs of sugaring even though 
same was kept on the shelves of retail shopkeepers 
from six-twelve months.-

I took the opportunity of discussing with the larger 
dealers ·the possibility of supplying them with Lexias 
seeded in Australia packed under their own brands. 
There is every likelihood some of them will place orders 
through our London Agents On this basis. This Will 
involve us in carrying stocks of United Kingdom buyers' 
cartons in Australia, and, to protect ourselves, we 
propose to insist that any United Kingdom buYer who 
wishes us to pack under his own brand must order a 
tonnage not below a prescribed minimum, thus ensuring 
that cartons we arrange to print are absorbed. 

The policy of packing under buyers' own brands has 
been the means of giving our Industry a monopoly of · 
the Seeded Raisin trade in Australia, and although it 
may not do so to the same extent in the United Kingdom, 
it would help us to maihtain close contact with the 
dealers in that country and so assist in combatting the 
competition from United Kingdom seeders. 

Primarily our intention is to concentrate on shipping 
packeted Seeded Raisins to the United Kingdom. I 
feel we have a very good chance of capturing the packet 
trade, due to the superior quality of our fruit from the 
free running and non-sugaring aspects. We may fihd 
it a much harder proposition to capture the trade in 
bulk Seeded Raisins, as manufacturers and caterers 
prefer to purchase only their immediate J;equirements; 
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consequently, the fruit is used before it has a chance 
to mat together, or become sugared, A rough estimate 
of the likely Percentage of annual sales of Seeded 
Raisins is 60% in packets and 40 o/o in bulk. 

I feel that we are adopting a wise policy in doing our 
own seeding in Australia, firstly in seeing that the 
grower receives a fair Price for Lexias, and secondly, 
in stimulating interest in_ the United Kingdom for good 
quality fruit. It is imperative that we increase the 
consumption of Seeded Raisins, when regard is had to 
the additiorial tonnage of Lexias now coming to hand 
from new plantings. Our objective of shipping large 
quantities of Seeded Raisins to United Kingdom will 
take time to achieve. For the time being, therefore, a 
substantial percentage of our Lexia pack will still go 
forward in unseeded form. 

It would be advisable to include- Seeded Raisins in 
any publicity programme being put into effect in the 
United Kingdom, as the English consumer is not ,con
versant with Seeded Raisins to the same extent as u1ers 
in other markets, due to the fact that during the years 
of controlled selling, the production of Seeded Raisins 
was not encouraged. 

PACKING CURRANTS AND SULTANAS IN SMALL 
CONTAINERS. 

After due investigation, I feel that the policy we 
have adopted in not ship.Ping fruit in small containers 
to Canada could well be followed in so far as the United 
Kingdom market is concerned. Risk of infestat.ion to 
fruit whilst in transit from Australia to the United 
Kingdom is such that it would, in my opinion, be most 
unwise to ship Currants and Sultanas packed into 16-oz. 
and 12-oz. cartons, etc. Seeded Raisins do not become 
infested to the ~arne extent, due no doubt to the process~ 
ing received by the fruit at the seeding factories, conse~ 
quently infestation is not the problem it is with Currants 
and Sultanas. 

I contacted most of the larger dealers who are inter
ested in the packaging trade, and they have assured me 
that with decontrol of Dried Fruits it is their intention 
to fully develop the packaging of Australian Dried 
Fruits under their own proprietary brands. I was able 
to pass on to them experience we have gained at our 
Irymple factory regarding mechanical weighing and 
packing. It is pleasing to note that, in some instances, 
buyers have already purchased "Driver" weighing uRits 
similar to ours, for the express purpose of handling Aus
tralian Currants and Sultanas. I naturally stressed with 
dealers our desire that the word "Australia" should 
appear on any packets containing our Dried Fruit, and 
in all cases I was told that this was definitely their inten~ 
tion. Particularly is this~ so in regard to Sultanas, due 
to the fact that our Sultanas enjoy a very high reputa
tion in the United Kingdom market, and it would assist 
in the sale of packets if the public knew that Australian 
Sultanas were packed therein. 

CORRUGATED PIREBOARD BOX PACKING. 

After discussions with warehouse-keepers, I was 
unable to form a definite and clear opinion for or against 
the use of corrugated fibreboard boxes in lieu of wooden 
cases. The staffs of some warehouses indicated that 
they thought corrugated fibreboard boxes were satis
factory and others were just as sure that they did not 
stand up as well to handling as the wooden case. 

It appears that trouble is now being experienced with 
corrugated fibrebOard cartons containing Californian fruit. 
However, it must be admitted that the box now being used 
in California is not as strong as that which they formerly 
used. I understand that shipping companies involved in 
carrying Californian fruit in corrugated fibreboard 
cartons are very concerned at the incidence of damage 
within the last year, and it is possible they may have to 
clause bills bf lading "insuffic;ient packages" unless the 
outturn of future shipments shows an improvement. 

An experimental shipment of. 3000 cartons which was 
forwarded to London per the "Esperance Bay" was 
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available for inspection before we returned to Australia. 
and it is interesting to note thrit the outtllrn was excel
lent. The following comments are made in respect to 
this shipment: 

1. The shipffient was all forwarded under 'tween 
decks stowage conditions (admittedly the best stowage 
conditions available). 

2. Only one carton in the total shipment was damaged, 
such damage not being attributable to any inherent 
weakness- in the carton. 

3. Damage in one carton only, but due to ;exte1·nal 
causes. 

4. Quite a number of cartons had hook marks, but the 
inside collar prevented fruit from spilling out. 

5. Collars used in these cartons are twice as thick as 
those used in the Californian carton. (I consider the 
carton used for this experimental shipment is superior 
to that now being used by California.) 

6. Cartons which were ·opened up indicated that there 
was no settling of fruit sufficient to cause a gap under 
the lid. 

7. The cartons were stacked twelve high in the ware
house. The stack seemed to be quite rigid and showed 
no signs of collapsing. However, the cartons had not 
been in store for any great length of time. 

Timber dunnage was used for this shipment, but it 
might be advisable to follow the practice adopted by 
shippers of Californian cartons whereby the only dun
nage used is sisalkraft. The timber dunnage had made an 
indentation, and it was pointed out by the warehouse 
men there, that they didn't us-e timber j they just used 
sheets of sisalkraft. 

Although this experimental shipment showed an excel
lent outturn, I feel that further experiments would be 
necessary before it can be clearly established that fibre
board boxes are satisfactory from all aspects. I have 
in mind the problem of stowing fibreboard cartons in 
the lower holds of steamers, where sometimes staaks 
reach 40 high. An official report has not yet come to 
hand from the shipping Company, but I am inclined to 
think that before they will agree to give clean bills of 
lading as a matter of course, they will require further 
experimental shipments to go forward. 

Summing up, it would appear that the type of box 
used has definite possibilities, and that in view of the 
outturn of the "Esperance Bay" shipment, shipping com
panies may now be prepared to take a larger shipment 
on a clean bill of lading as a further experiment, with 
a view to arriving at a definite decision as to its suita
bility in lieu of the wooden case, under normal stowage 
and handling conditions. 

Personally, I am still s.omewhat disinclined to say 
definitely that the corrugated fibreboard box has all 
the advantages of the wooden case. I have in mind 
the fact that it is yet to be proved conclusively it will 
Stand un to normal stacking and handling in warehouses, 
and also to the buffeting that cargo sometimes receives 
when stowed in the lower holds of steamers 35 to 40 
high. Even though it might ultimately be proved 
conclusively that this box is suitable for Dried Fruit 
packing, the governing factor as to its use will be the 
relative costs compared to the wooden- case. 

MACHINERY 

My main concern was to find a suitable machine that 
would automatically weigh S~eded Raisins. Unfor
tunately, I was unsuccessful. The essential of an efficient 
weighing machine is accuracy, but even the best machines 
available cannot, at present, overcome the problem of 
sticky raisins. Samples of Seeded Raisins are now in 
the hands of Messrs. Geo._ Driver & Sons (who supplied 
us with automatic weighers for the new "Hesser" 
machine now being used fOr the packaging of Australian 
Curri'J,nts and Sultanas) and they are conducting 
experiments to try and devise a machine that will serve 
our purpose. It would appear that if they can find a 
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method of delivm·ing fruit to the automatic weigher in 
such a condition that every raisin is separate, then their 
present machines can do the actual weighing accurately. 

OnCe the problem of weighing has been overcome, the 
packaging of the fruit will present no difficulty what
soever. 

Whilst at Messrs. Geo. Driver's workshop, I was shown 
a spiral conveyor which would be most suitable for 
small units engaged in the packaging trade. Its capacity 
is not large enough for use by packing companies in 
Australia for bulk packing. The advantage of this con
veyor is that it lifts fruit vertically, and can be operated 
in a corner of the packing room, taking up very little 
space. Another feature is- tha~ it is portable. An illus
tration of this conveyor is available. (Mr. Ward passed 
an illustration around the table.) The interesting thing 
about this ingenious machine is that it takes the fruit 
straight up. It is a. simple process_ acting so quickly that 
one can hardly see it. The fruit is pushed straight ·up 
like a screw. The machine is being used very extensively 
right throughout the United Kingdom for packing all 
sorts of commodities. 

Needless to say, I advised firms in the United Kingdom 
who are interested in packaging Dried Fruits that the 

· "Driver" weigher used in conjunction with the spiral or 
fluid-flow conveyor, was the only unit suitable for auto
matic weighing- of Australian Currants and Sultanas. 

I am. pleased to advise that at least three, and possibly 
four, local- packaging companies intend td purchase these 
units, and it is to be hoped that others will follow suit. 
· In view of repeated complaints coming to hand from 
the Ministry of Food relative to short weight in cases, 
I discussed with Messrs. Geo. Driver & Sons the possi
bility of them building a weighing machine that could 
be used for bulk packing of Cunants and Sultanas. 
At present their machines are limited to weighing up 
to 10 lb. I feel that if a suitable machine could be 
obtained from them for bulk packing, giving the same 

· accuracy as we are obtaining from the weighers used 
for packing into small containers;~ the continual com
plaints ~e variation of weights in bulk packed fruit will 
disappear. 

We have arranged for a Melbourne representative to 
come up here when the packing season is on and go to the 
packing houses in the district. He is going to study these 
machines and then he is going to make a report to 
Driver's, so that they may start on their experiments. 
Mr. Howie was with me and he discussed the weigher 
with Driver's. He said that he didn't doubt for one 
minute that we wouldn't get accurate weighing from it. 
I understand that there is a mrl:chine coming out from 
America, for experimental purposes, called the HEagle." 
I don't know just what has happened there. 

Messrs. Geo. Driver & Sons have promised to keep 
me informed of any progress they make in this matter. 

COLOMBO MARKET. 

The four mafn markets to which we sell are United 
Kingdom, Canada, New Zealand and Commonwealth. 
However, there are others that absorb a useful tonnage, 
the biggest of these being Ceylon, of which Colombo is 
the distributing centre. Qur sales to date this year 
total 478 tons, made up of 55 tons Currants, 413 tons 

·Sultanas, 10 tons of Lexias and Seeded Raisins. 
Since my last visit in-1950, conditions have changed. 

At that time the Ceylonese Government had just brought 
in a · reo>ulation which made it necessary for European 
importing agents to establish subsidiary companies, 
nominally under the control of Ceylonese executives. 
By doing this, they were able to get over the difficulty 
of the G_overnment showing preference for Ceylonese 
companies in issuing import licences 'for · the various 
commodities coming into the country. However, an act 
has now been brought in clearly defining a Ceylonese 
firm as· one which has no European director, partners, 
etc., or is in any way controlled financially or otherwise 
by a European company. When recently altering the 
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regulation covering the issuing of import licences, the 
Ceylonese Governinent laid down that business with new 
countries could only be conducted by Ceylonese firmS, 
and defined new countries such as those which are behind 
the Iron Curtain, or have had a change in their regime 
due to the last war. This means that European firms 
in Ceylon cannot trade either direct or through a sUb
sidiary company, with such countries as China, Japan, 
Germanv, Russia, Poland, etc. However, there is no 
restriction on European firms dealing with British Com-

_" monwealth ·markets such as Canada, Australia, United 
Kingdom, South Africa, etc., 

As far as C.D.F:S. is concerned, I was able to establish 
that our agents have, up to the present, been able to 
keep up with changing conditions. However, our agents 
have in mind the necessity for certain alterations with 
a view to establishing' even closer contact with the trade, 
to the ultimate benefit of all concerned. 

The following commentS, which are applicable to the 
Dried Fruit trade particularly, are based on talks had 
with several of the larger merchants who, incidentally, 
are mainlv of Indian origin:-

Type -of Trade. Most of the Dried Vine Fruit sold 
in this market is for the bakery trade. There is only 
a small percentage sold in retail stores; consequently, 
there is very little interest shown in the 16 oz. and 
12 oz. packet. 

There are no self-service stores in Ceylon, ~;~iinilar to 
those now being developed in Australia ·and other parts 
of the world. 

Qua,_lity of Fruit: It was pleasing to hear from the 
merchants visited that there is an absolute preference 
for Australian Sultanas on the scol'e of quality. When 
our fruit is available, buyers will purchase to the exclu
sion pf other producing countries, providing our orice 
is not too far out of line. 

Price: The Ceylonese Government has revised the 
subsidy for rice, which is imported in large quantities, 
and forms the staple diet of the poorer classees. The 
effect is that 'the price of rice has risen considerably. 
In addition, taxation has risen and duty on imports 
raised from approximately 25% to 35% up to 50 o/o 
to 60o/o. This means a reduction in the purchasing 
power of the population, and as Dried Fruit does not 
form part of the staple diet, our sales may suffer unless 
we bring prices down. (Since the new taxes came into 
effect we have received cancellation of some orders.) 

It was. suggested that we would need to reduce our 
present price by 19/- to. 20/- per cwt. to keep the 
selling price to the consumer the same as it was before 
the recent increase in import duties and taxation. 

It is interesting to note that low quality bulk packed 
Dates can be impol'ted into Ceylon at 37 I 4 .per cwt. 
f.o.b., and top quality in 16-oz. packets at 112/- f.o.b., 
which compares with our present price for 3-crown bulle 
Sultanas at 140/- per cwt. f.o.b. 

Stability of Market: Business and banking circles 
are concerned at the drift in the- economic position of 
Ceylon. In common with other countries, Ceylon 
enjoyed a boom in trade in the post-war years, and the 
Government embarked on a plan of supplying social 
services to the populace which they cannot now finance. 
The result has been steep increases in the rates of all 
revenues from which the Government derives its income. 
This leads to the opinion expressed freely in Ceylon 
business circles that a number of the less weU estab
lished merchant houses might find it difficult to meet their 
obligations in the not too far distant future, due to heavy 
taxation, and the limited purchasing power of the con
suming public. 

The conclusion to be drawn from the foregoing there
fore is that it would be most unwise to depart from the 
present terms of payment laid down by the Control 
Board for sale of Dri~d Fruits to this market, such terms 
being D-emand Draft under irrevocable and confirmed 
Letter of Credit, which should be established before ship
ment is effected. 

New Business: It is very doubtful whether advertising 
would have any effect on the consumption of Currants 
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and Sultanas in Ceylon, but efforts will be made to try 
and build up_ a trade in Seeded Raisins. 

Arrangements have been made with the Master Bakers' 
Association to, experiment with 'raisin bread, which is 
unknown in Ceylon. A trial shipment of Seeded Raisins 
is being forwarded and recipes s·ent by us. Whilst it 
is not certain, we are hopeful of a small but useful trade 
developing iii this variety of Dried Fruit. 

With regard to Currallts and. Sultanas, the bakery 
trade consider that their field of activity is limited to 
the higher classes, who are not growing in number, 
and that any increase in sales of these varieties would 
have to be broug·ht about by selling to the poorer classes, 
who, for the present at any rate, cannot afford to buy 
cakes, scone~ etc. 

DISCUSSION BY FEDERAL COUNCIL 
Mr. McGREGOR: One question I would like to ask Mr. 

Ward. With the ·cardboard or fibreboard container does 
it take up mor-e room than the wooden box used now? 

Mr. WARD: I think the point to be answered is that 
if the fibreboard container will take :Pressure from the 
internal strength giving support to the container, it might 
be advisable to pack it in such a way that it would hold 
more than the wooden case. Whether it would stand the 
pressure is another question, Thirty-five pounds showed 
no· settling in the fruit, so that you would assume it was 
fairly well packed. There was no gap beneath the lid, al
though there hav;e been instances where there has been 
a gap haVing regard to the particular type of fruit packed. 
With regard to fibreboard boxes generally, you couldr(t 
say, depending on the particular type of fruit, whether 
more or less could be packed. 

Mr. McGREGOR: Would it have any detrimental effect 
on the- difference in price? 

Mr. WA•RD: If you got more than 35 lbs. in I am in
clined to think it might mean an increase in weight. We 
got 60 lbs. of Sultanas into a ·wood·en case, and 76 lbs. 
into two 35 lbs. boxes. As far as freight is concerned, 
stevedores would probably charge on the units handled. 
They· won't pick up two 35 lbs, boxes at the same time, 
but they will carry a 60 lbs. box. I do think that shipping 
charges might show an increase on fibreboard boxes, but 
there might be a commensurate saving on the packing 
of fruit. 

Mr. FORD: We carried out an experiment on 35 Ibs. 
boxes. I suggested to the Australian Paper Mills, when 
carrying out tests in conjunction with the Irymple Pack
ing Coy. that 40 lbs. could ·be put into a 35 lbs. box. 
Forty lbs. was put in and the box was closed quite suc
cessfully, but when they took out the cubic contents, 
ther·e was ,lllbs. more fruit per the. cubic foot in the card
board carton than in the wooden box. If that quantity is 
gained then it would save, -to some degree, the amount of 
sweating in some of the fruit that was packed. It is neces
sary to take into consid-eration the fruit· itself; the quality 
and the texture, because some fruit settles more than 
others. For example, a good line of crown fruit can be 
packed into 6,0 lbs. boxes, only to find after a while, that 
with the particular texture of that fruit, it just settles by 
a quarter of an inch in the 60 lbs. box. Again, you find, 
with a grade of fruit of a different type of texture, it will 
not settle down at all in this particular carton. I think 
you will find the carton, at present, will contain (and still 
contains) 40 lbs. of fruit, without much settling~ That is 
something fop experiment; not a big one, actually. In 
regard tO the other matter, the Dix weigher, mentioned 
by Mr. Ward, I might mention, as far as the weigher 
itself is concerned, that the manufacturers are on the 
right line, but there is no company which will give us an 
electric Weigher of any d·escription. The Dix rilen will tell 
you it is not a scale, but a weigher, and the object is to 
get it to weigh -correctly. We adjusted the ''cut-off" on 
the machine to six milliamps, and found that it cut off 
quite -easily. But we could not get away from the fact 
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that we still didn't get the exact amount of fruit in the 
box, and we still had t6 have a check weight on the line. 
All the same, we got closer to it than in previous years. 

Mr. WARD: Looking at the marketing angle, we even 
now get complaints :from manufacturers about the high 
cost of labour. I have had complaints from Canada-two 
.or three this year-that manufacturers are faced with 
the cost of breaking up the fruit. They say it is costing 
them far too much to break up the fruit to put it into 
fruit mixtures. I am just a bit frightened that we will get 
more complaint! if we go pressing fruit into a block, for 
it. c.omes 'out in a block. The baker ·wii.nts to use the fruit 
for cakes or scones, and he doel!l not want the expenl!le of 

breaking it all up. So wh-en considering the problem of 
how much fruit to get into a carton we. must have regard 
to that possibility. 

Mr. GOODMAN: I would like to say to Mr. Ward that 
Federal Council express their thanks for the brilliant 
survey he has made on marketing overseas. W·e· have got 
to keep abreast of the change in conditions of the times, 
and the contribution which Mr. Ward has made will be 
very helpful to the Packers. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask you to carry that Voto of 
Thanks to Mr. Ward. 

Council, with acclamation, unanimously expressed the 
V oto of Thanks. 

TREE FRUITS DISTRIBUTION-SEASON 1953 
The following table shows the sales of Tree Fruits and 

Prunes by markets for the season. It is a regrettable 
feature that stocks of Prunes (mainly in the small sizes) 
still remain unsold. 

Necta-
Market Apricots Peaches Pea'rs rines Prunes 

p.w. 
ton• fons tens tons tons 

Clth.-civil 595 156' 56 25 822 
Services 77 68 8 
Ships' Stores . 13 12 9 1 155 
New Zealand 43 10 358 
Other . i 5 
United K'dom 16 467 

728 262 73 27 1,807 
Unsold .. 279 

728 262 73 27 2,086 

All Whole and M.F. were sold to Commonwealth civil 
market, and are not included in the above. 

PACK ESTIMATES-SEASON 1954 
The following are the estimated -pack tonnages of 

Prunes and split varieties of Tree Fruits, compiled as at 
14th January, 1954. 

Neeta· 
State Apricots Peaches Pears rines Prunes 

tons tons tons tons tons 

Vic./N.S.W. 4.5 45 15 200 
S.A. .. 769 196 61 27 466 
N.S.W. .. . . 1,150 

1,816 

Estimated 
over-run 

Estimated pro
cessed wgts. 814 241 

284 

76 27 2,100 

In comparison with Season 1953 packs the foregoing 
tonnages show increases for Apricots (86 tons), Pears (3 
tons) and Prunes (14 tons). Peaches show a decrease of 
21 tons, while Nectarines are the same. Season 1954 esti
mates are, of course, subject to alteration as deliv-eries 
by growers to packing houses are completed and the fruit 
is packed out. 

LATE PACKING OF TREE FRUITS 
Packers have been advised that in view of the trouble 

experienced by Selling Agertts in satisfactorily selling 
fruit late in the season due to delayed packing and d·e
livery by Packers, the Board of Management has author
ised Selling Aients to make pl'ogress payments on packed 
fruit only and not on tonnag.es delivered. 

The Board regrets having to take this action, but it 
i3 absolutely essential that the interests of Dried Tree 
Fruits growe,r3 be fully and adequately protected, par-

ticularly with marketing trends r,tow developing in the 
Commonwealth and overseas. 

The fault of delayed packing is not entirely with the 
Packers. Some Growers are prone to making late deliv
eries, and if the fruit is not delivered it cannot be J?acked. 
Those Growers who make delayed deliveries cannot be 
permitted to affect the interests of other Growers. In any 
case with marketing conditions changing, it is to the 
advantage of Growers to deliver quickly so· that stocks 
can be sold to the trade early in the season. 
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PRUNES DISTRIBUTION BY STATES 
Recently enqmnes were made a.t Head Office of the featur·es the figures reveal the large carry-over stocks 

ptoportions of Prunes sold in the various States of the from 1952 to 1953, which may have had some effect .on 
CommonWealth market, and the per capita consumptions. sales of the 1953 crop, and the high per capita consump
T.he following- filrUres were compiled. Amongst other tion ·of Queensland in comparison with the other States. 

Vic. N.S.W. Qld. S.A. Tas. W.A. Total 
tons t·ons tons tons tons tons tons 

Carryover 
stocks from 
1951 2 5 2 4 1~ 

Purchases 1952 282 441 355 99 19 77 1,273 
Carryover 

stocks to 
1953 7 40 39 3 2 27 118 

277 406 318 96 17 54 1,168 

P•r capita. con-
sumption: 
-per lb. of 

purchases. 0.27 0.29 0.62 0.30 0.14 0.29 0.33 
-per lb. on 

net con-
sumption 0.26 0.26 0.56 0.29 0.13 0.21 0.30 

INDUSTRY STATISTICS 
Standard statistics relating to pack and sales figures 

during a season are desirable in the interests of the 
Industry, and the Board has decided that the General 
Secretary should separately confer at an appropriate time 
before each meeting of the Board of Management with 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 

Board and the Statistical Officer of the Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board ·so that uniform cut-off dates can be agreed 
on fo'r the compilation of figures and so that variations 
in figures independently received by the various organisa
tions can be reconciled. 

TARIFF ENQUIRY ON BOXES 
After exammmg the specifications of the tariff items 

which would be considered by the Tariff Board in Mel
bourne -on 2nd February and carefully deliberating the · 
existing and future supply of boxes and box timber for 
the Industry coupled with the extent of competition now 
being met by Australian wooden box manufacturers 
from the marketing of fibreboard box·es the Board at 
their January meeting felt that The A.D.F.A. should sub
mit evidence opposing the requests to the Tariff Board 

that By-Laws admitting shooks free of duty be can
celled; that By-Laws admitting shooks under 
security free nf duty and under drawback be re
pealed; 

and authorised the General Secr,etary to appear. 
Evidence by the General Secretary brought out the 

following aspects.· 
The Industry is dependent largely on exporting its 

production to Competitive markets overseas, and is be
coming increasingly concerned at the ev-er-rising costs 
of production and the extent to which these costs are 
adversely pricing Australian D1·ied ,Vine Fruits on export 
markets. It is considered that cancellation of the By-Laws 
as referred to above may increas·e the cost of boxes used 
to pack Dried Vine Fruits. 

In the Season 1953, just concluded, it has been n-eces
sary :for 80 % of Dried Vine Fruits production to be 
exported to the United Kingdom, Canada, New Zealand 
and other Empire markets. 

The Australian Industry is now confronted overseas 
with marketing conditions not experienced for many 
years, and these are summarised as follows: 

1. Price reductions were sustained du1;ing Season 
1953 in the United Kingdom, Canada and New 
Zealand. 
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2. Now that the British Government has abandoned 
the bulk buying scheme for Dried Vine Fruits Aus
tralian production will have to be sold on an open 
competitive market at world parity prices. 

3. HeavilY subsidised exports by the 'U.S.A. to the 
United Kingdom have been a depressive to the 
prices obtainable from the Ministry of Food, and 
will act as strongly in· the future on the price parity 
obtainable under competitiv;e marketing. 

4. Greece has_ now depreciated her currency, and 
Turkey has created its own export subsidy to com
pete with U.S.A. fruit in the United Kingdom, thus 
creating an even stronger competitive factor on 
the British market for Australia. 

5. The actions of Greece, Turkey and the U.S.A. vir
tually nullify. the advantages of Empire preference 
in the United Kingdom. 

While price reductions have been sustained in overseas 
markets Australian costs of production continue to rise. 
To successfully compete on ·OV·erseas markets the Industry 
must control further increases in costs of production. It 
is felt that alteration to- the By-Laws will add to the 
Industry's costs. 

As a comparison of values, in 1939 box shooks cost the 
Industry approximately 9d. per box. To-day prices range 
from 3/6 to 3/8 per box, in shooks, on rails at the mill's 
station. 

A,t present all boxes used in the Dried fruits Industry 
are being supplied by Australian millers, but there are 
indications that New Zealand millers are anxious to par
ticipate in Australian trade and are willing to supply at 
competitive prices or at ev;en lower prices. 

In the interests of the Australian Dried Fruits Industry 
too much emphasis cannot be. placed on the necessity to 

Pall• Seventy-one 



promote export trade within the Emph·e. Exports of 
Dried Vine Fruits to New Zealand reach 4000 to 5000 
tons annually, at an average .value of £400,000. Recip
rocal trade should, therefore, be continued by allowing 
New Zealand to supply box shooks competitively with 
Australian milleTS. · 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association on behalf of 
the Dried Fruits Industry earnestly reguests a continu-

ance of the By-Laws under which box shooks shall be 
admitted duty free o'r admitted under security free of 
duty and under drawback, 

In view of the shortness of time available to the Asso
ciation to 'prepare evidence the foregoing statements were 
of a general nature, and the Association submitted fur
ther details to support the statements already made when 
the Board continued its enquiries in Sydney in April. 

W.A. POOL ACCOUNTS 
Following on a serie·s of questions which had been sub

mitted by the W .A. Branch in respe~t to the examination 
of pool accounts the Board were informed of the replies 
received from Packers. These showed that: · 

(i) no packing house had used any poo~ proceeds in 
the merchandising sections of their businesses; 

(ii) two packing houses debited or ·credited their pool 
accounts with inteTest, while two other packing 
houses did not include interest transactions in any 
way. 

(iii) no packing house held more than £1 per ton for 
longer than 60 days, except to ·equalise proceeds 
with other packing houses. 

(iv) The cleaning charge to pool accounts by all 
packing houses was the actual cost incurred. 

The Board decided it could not proceed with a further 
-examination of the pool accounts until a reply had been 
received from the W .A. Branch giving comparative figures 
to suppol't the claim that eastern States growers received 
higher payments than W .A. growers. 

INSURANCE BY PACKERS 
Packing hous-es are Tequired to insure GroweTs' fruit 

in accordance with 'Rule 56 (a) of A.D.F.A. Rules and 
Regulations, and the Board has announced the following 
values for Season 1954. 

Vine Fruits 
Values for basic grades: 

Variety Sweat box value 

Currants . . . . £80 
Sultanas . . . 87 
Lexias . . 80 

Boxed value 

£93 
100 
93 

Boxed costs include estimated cost of packing, insur
ance, fTeight, stem loss, &c. 

Tree Fruits 
The following values are based on 3-crown ''Choice" 

Moist pack, and include cost of packing. ~i~ 

Apricots . . r· . £367 per ton 
Peaches-unpeeled 282 per ton 
Peaches...::....peeled 307 per ton 
Pears . . . . . . 227 per ton 
NectaTines . . . . 340 per ton 

Prunes 
The following values per ton, including cost of pack

ing, are based on 60/70, "Choice" D' Agen: 
7 lb. tins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £241 

28 lb. boxes . . • • . . . . . • . . . • 237 

Insurance During Transit 
It is necessary for Packers to insuTe whilst the fruit 

is in transit from the Packer to the Selling Agent or his 
nominee . or to ships' slings, and accordingly packing 
houses must take out additional insurance to cover such 
contingencies. 

Insurance Forms 
The new forms issued by Head Office for use by Packers 

now provide for tonnages of packed and unpacked fTuit, 
the name of the insurance company and a certificate to 
the effect that Rule 56 has been complied with. 

.Review of Values 
Beca,use the above values .were set this ·Season earlier 

than uSual they will be reviewed at the April Board 
meeting. 

CLEANLINESS OF FRUIT 
During the year the Board of Management considered a 

number of complaints regarding the presence of various 
forms of foreign matter in Dried Fruits. These com
plaints were coming from both the manufacturiniand 
retail tl·ades, and the Board were concerned that the con
tinuanc·e of these complaints would prove· deleterious to 
the sales of Dried Fruits in Australia. 

T·he Board therefore decided on two courses of action: 
(i) That packing houses should survey, ff they have 

not already done so, their processing. and packing 
equipment to ensul'e that effective devices are in
stalled to remove magnet.ie and non-magnetic 
matter; 

(ii) To impress on G1·owers the need to deliver fruit in 
the cleanest condition possible in order to maintain 
the .highest standards for all markets. 

Packing houses have been informed, and to assist 
them in drawing this important matter before the notice 
of all Growers the suggestion was made that they be 
circularised in the following terms. 
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''Complaints of dust, grit, burrs, nails, pieces of glass, 
stems and othel' foreign matter have been received from 
time to time by the various Boards appointed to guide 
the affairs of the Industry, and warnings and appeals 
have been issued to Packers to improve matters. Re
cently, complaints from Canada have been brought 
officially to the notice of the Australian Government, and 
the Department of Commerce has asked that prompt 
action be taken to impTove the condition of fruit. Unless 
some improvement is effected, the good name of Aus
tralian fruit will be lost, and we may also lose oUr highly 
protected market in Canada. 

"As an indication of what is taking place, a letter 
received by The AustTalian Dried Fruits Association in 
January may be quoted in part--

'I have been disconcerted over the dusty, gritty 
Sultanas which my wife buys from the grocer. For 
several months,· she has had to wash every pound pur
chased, before being able to use them, and the amount 
of dirt r-emainirig at the ,bottotn of a mixing basin after 
the Sultanas have been washed in it, has to be seen to 
be believed.' 
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"This is but one of hundreds of similar complaints. 
11To publicise this problem could do the Industry much 

harm; to ignore it will do just as much harm. Discussion 
of the problem collectively seems unproductive of ideas 
or plans for improvement. The trouble is one for action 
by the individual gro·wer and the packing houses. More 
rigid inspection by Government inspectors will force im
provements in the packing houses. This will result in 
'Wash' and 'Hand Pick' dockets in respect tO deliveries 
of dusty or otherwise affected fruit. The A.D.F.A. and 
Packers are financing experiments by the C.S. & I.R.O. 
for improved cleaning plants-this will help. But_ the 
Growers can help, too, by exercising care in the dipping 
and drying of fruit-by not over-filling dip tins; by keep
ing the dip clean; by minimising dust nuisance on drying 
grounds; by exercising care, when fruit is on hessians or 
being rolled in, that sand, stone~ and foreign matter are 

excluded.- The use of Sisalkraft under hessians, even in 
fine weather, is recommended. 

"Thi~ Industry is a Grower's industry, and every 
Grower should have a pride in his product--he should be 
concerned at complaints of faults. He is producing a semi
luxury foodstuff, and, as flUch, the quality should be 
above suspicion or complaint. The Packer cannot elimi
nate all faults-Growel'S must do their share. Your co
operation is essential, and we leave it with each Grower 
to do his part." 

QUOTAS ABOLISHED 
Quotas for Tree Fruits and Prunes for Season 1954 

will not be imposed, but Selling Agents will be expected 
to observe equity of distribution between buyers. Dis
tributors will not be given permission to purchase non
Association Tree Fruits and Prunes this season. 

EXPORT ALLOCATIONS 
On the recommendation of the Tree Fruits Com

mittee, the Board of Management have authorised the 
following percentages of pack for export during Season 
1954: 

Apricots.-15%. Supplies to be offered initially to the 
New Zealand market. 

Peaches.-10%. Supplies to be offered to all export 
markets. 

Prunes.-50%. Supplies to he offered to all export 
markets, but offer to be open to end of April for spread 
delivery to end of October. 

As the season progress·es and sales can be better as
certained, the foregoing percentages may be reviewed 
upwards. 

PRUNES IN SYRUP 
During Season 1953 it was found that c-ertain brands of 

Prunes in Syrup marketed by non-Association processors 
contained so littl~ syrup that they could scarcely be dis
tinguished from The A.D.F.A. moist pack. Accordingly 
they became a serious, competitor to A.D.F.A. Prunes, 
particularly as the price was much lower. The quality was 
by no means aS good~ 

The Board therefore deqided to prohibit the handling 
of non-Association Prunes in Syrup by distributors, but 
recommended that although A.D.F.A. processors have 
already canned Prunes in Syrup and abandoned the pack 
due to lack' of market interest, consideration might be 
given to canning a 1 lb. siz.e to meet the requirements of 
those A.D.F .A. distributors who have a market for 
Pr~nes· in Syrup. 

RE-CLASSIFICATION OF PRUNES COUNTS 
For soine while the proposal that coUnts of Prunes 

should be re-classified for marketing purposes has been 
unofficially discussed. At the December and January 
meetings of the Tree Fruits Committee the matter came 
up for official consideration, and while it was generally 
agreed that the number of grades and specifications 
should 'be reduced to simplify processing, packing, dis-. 
tribution and wholesale and retail pricing no firm recom
mendations were made to the Board of Management. At 
the next Committee meeting the following proposals will 
be examined more closely. 

First Proposal 
A common price to all; the classification of quality 

into "Choice" and ''Standard" With gradings into "Large" 
(30-60 counts), "Medium" (60-90 counts) and "Small" 
(counts of ~0 and upwards) instead of existing ''Fancy," 
"Choice'' and HStandard" in counts of 10. 

(i) 

(ii) 

Second Proposal 
that existing counts up to 70/80 should remain; 
that the count 81/101 should be regarded as the 
smallest grade marketed and that it should be 
designated as a special line and be sold at a 
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(iii) 
(iv) 

(v) 

special price. The designation should be such that 
it adequately describes the Small size of the 
Prune in the pack .yet has a special selling mes-
sage which would appeal to the consumer; 
that "Smalls" be abolished; 
that the 70/80 grade should be th~ lowest grade 
in the "Choice" classification. 
that the 81/100 grade should be the smallest 
grade in the "Standard" classification. 

Comments 
In regard to the first proposal the following reasons 

have been submitted to the Committee for its adoption. 
1. Simplification of processing, packing, recording, 

invoicing. 
2. Easier marketitig-less confusion to Storekepers 

and Public. 
It has been argued that the existing system produces 

better processing due to the fruit being kept in counts of 
10. This contention is not accepted as it is felt that size 
is of minor consequence in determining the period of 
time in the processor. The factors which are important 
ar.e seasonal variations in the texture of skins and flesh 
of. the Prunes. 
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From the selling- ang-le it is thought the present priae 
structure is too complex. There are: 

49 price~ for 7 lb. cans 
49 prices fo'r 85 lb. "Bulk" 
10 prices for 1 lb. cans 

108 different pric·es. 

Storekeepers are confused by so many _pric-es, all 
varying so slightly and it is only natural that the retail 
prices often are st3.ndardised for differ-ent grades, Le., 
the same price for several different grades. 

· It is believed that under the suggested grading, retail 
prices for the different grades would be kept much closer 
to "those charged to the storekeepers. 

The avel'age customer does not buy on count, but he 
does appreciate the overall quality of the contents of the 
can. This appreciation would still be catered for under 
the simpler grading. 

Statutory Regulations 
Alteration of classifications wm necessitate- amendment 

to the regulations of the State Dried Fruits Board. 

Proportions of Counts in Packs 
An essential piece of information which the Com

mittee will need to reach a decision is the proportions Of 
the various counts in a seasDn's pack, and the following 
analysis shows the percentages for Seasons 1952 and 
1953. 

Counts Season 1952 Season 1953 

N.S.W./ 
Vic. 
% 

South Aust. 
(a) (b) 

N.S.W./ 
Vic. 

South Aust. 
(a) (b) 

30/40 
40/50 
50/60 
60/70 
70/80 
80/90 
90/100 

100/120 
Smalls .. 

2.8 
16 .. 1 
25.6 
32.6 
11.3 

7.3 
4.0 
0.3 

% % 
0.46 3.12 
1.87 5.85 

13.33 10.90 
19.49 18.35 
23.66 18.70 
1.7.27 16.21 
13.08 9.37 

8.09 10.22 
2.75 7.27 

% 
3.5 

17.8 
19.8 
19.9 
19.1 

7.7 
5.7 
5.2 
1.3· 

% % 
0.10 2.93 
3.32 11.54 

11.83 22.08 
13.21 17.92 
16.59 8.00 
13.85 8.90 
14.22 9.25 
14.55 7.02 
12.33 12.36 

100.0 100.00 100.00 100.0 100.00 100.0'0 

Columns (a) denote D'Agen, Robe, &c. Columns (b) 
denote Sugar, Fellenberg, French. 

Division into Choice, Standard and Plain 
N.S.W./Vic.-No Plains packed. Standard-very small 

quantity. 

S. Aust.-Choice 
Standard 
H.M. 
Plain 

Season 1952 
12.10 
31.64. 
56.04 
0.22 

7.14 
92.86 

100.00 100.00 

Season 1953 

8.57 42.18 
89.53 56.61 

1.90 1.21 

100.00 100.00 

SHORTAGES OF DRIED FRUITS 
Towards the end of 1953 a complaint was received at any time that we were ever short of Currants, Sultanas, 

Head Office that Currants, Sultanas and S.eeded Raisins Raisins this season." "There is no shortage _of Dried Vine 
could not be obtained by customers from grocers in the Fruit-s in this area .. Wholesalers have met all our require
towns of Shepparton, Myrtleford, Hamilton, and Ouyen. • ments. We have h~d . complaints regardi:q_g shortage of 

Accordingly all grocers in these towns were asked if Dried Apricots, so th3.t it i~ possible .the- coi'!'!Pl~int has 
they had been, or were, short of Dried Vine Fruits, and be_en wrongly_ construed to mclude Vme Frmts. 
if so the names of The A.D.F.A. distributors from whom Hamilton 
they obtain supplies. 

The replies receiVed are set out below, for many 
Growers are under the impression that some country 
grocers do P-ot carry stocks at aU times. The replies indi

. cate the contrary. 

Shepparton 
''Have held sufficient stocks at all times." ''Currants, 

Sultanas, Seeded rRaisins and Prunes are in full supply. 
W·e have had no difficulty in supplying our customers' re
quirements in fuJI." "At no time during past season have 
we been out of stock of Dried Fruits. On the cOntrary we 
,have had better supplies and the quality of all varieties 
has been higher than for many years." uwe have received 
plenty of Dried Fruits." "Cannot understand complaint 
and feel it is without foundation. Complete· stocks all 
year, and did not ·refuse anyone. ·Dried Apricots had good 
demand, but very short--one case for year." "At no time 
during the past twelve months was I unable to supply 
Dried Vine Fruits to customers. Stocks were at all times 
adequate.'' "No shortage existed here. I got in stocks 
when the new season's supplies w-ere aVailable, and could 
rea-dily restock whenever necessary.'' "We have never 
been without supplies of Currants, Sultanas or Raisins. 
The onlv Dried Fruits we do not stock- is Lexias. The sale 
of this line is very slow and for that reason we do not 
stock the latter." "We had ample supplies, and have been 
able to meet the people's requirements for a coTisiderab1e 
ti_me." 

Myrtleford 
"At no time during the past twelve months have we 

been ~hort of Dried Fruits, and no. one has left our store 
witho'ut as much· as they have asked· for." "1 can't recall 
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"We have been able .to- get all the Dried Fruits we 
ordered all last year. Always a surplus on hand at 
store." "At no time during the past season have we been 
out of or not had on display Dried Vine Fruits .... We 
have never had any difficulty in getting all our require
ments .... We do experience difficulty at times in sup
·p1ies of Dried Stone Fruits." "We have had ample sup
plies of Dried Fruit both Vine and Tree.'' HWB have never 
been short of Dried Fruits since we took over this busi
ness in June 1948".'' "I have no trouble in obtaining and 
always have good stocks of Vine Fruits.'' "Apart from 
about three weeks in December when we were out of 
Raisins we have had ample stocks of your _products 
throughout." ur have ample stocks_ of Dried Fruits. 
I have ne~er been out of stook with them." 111 have 
never been short of Dried Fruits this season, in fact 
look like having too- much." "I have at all times had an 
adequate supply of Dried FTuits (Vine) ... I have no 
complaints to make about any shortages." 

Ouy.en 
"I have not been out of any fruit for more than a day 

or two which -is not unusual for any grocer who lii~es to 
keep fresh stock. ])eliveries usually take about 1_4 days 
from date. of order. If orie is short of any line We borrow 
from the other for a few days." "We have had no shortage 
of Dried Fruits." 

These replies confirm the specific enquiry put by each 
Publicity Retail Contact Repres-entative to each grocer 
Visited. With the exception of halfRa-dozen grocerS who 
w·ere temporarily out of stock pending·-delivery by their 
distributors -some 2000 stores visited so far had ·stocks on 
their Shelves. 
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THOSE FINAL ADJUSTMENTS 
Over the past number of years the calculations of final 

adjustments of prices on which final account sales to 
Growers are prepared has been relatively simple for 
season's stocks have been quitted before the end of the 
particular season, but the position changed with SeasOn 
1953. . 

Stocks of Prunes remained unsold at the end of the 
season and accordingly it was necessary for some new 
basis to be applied. On the recommendation of the Tree 
Fruits Committee the Board decided that-

1. The principle of over and under adjustments were 
to apply, 

2. The price reductions during- the season to be applied 
to specific grades. 

3. Unsold stocks at the end of the season to be brought 
in at latest list p1·ices. 

Dried Vine Fruits sold on the United Kingdom market 
also created complications in r.espect to sales after 30th 
September, 1953. This matter was discussed by Federal 
Council, and the Board at its January meeting passed 
the following resolution. 

"That in accordance with the resolution of Federal 
·Council 1953 Sellh;1g Agents be instructed to forWard 
to Head Office statements of the loss or prOfit- involved 
in respect to the r~alisatioon of l crciwn and 2 'crown 
Sultanas and M.F. Currants shipped subsequent to 
'30th Septemb~r, 1953, which might have realisCid prices 
higher or lower than the U.K. contract priCe due to 
t1he refusal ~f the Ministry .of Food to accept financial 
responsibility for such s-hipments, and that the loss -~T 
profit realisC~d be spread equitably over all A.D.F.A. 
shippers in respect to the separate fruits involved!' 

Final_ adjustment calculations by_ Head Office have, ac·~ 
cordingly, allowed for ~his instruction. 

Differentials Altered 

Due to reductions in the prices of M.F. Currants and 
Seedless Lexias during Season 1,953 the Board have 
altered the final account sales differentials. 
Variety Previously Now 

per ton !rei- ton 
M.F. Currants-under 1 crown . . £3 £7 15 0 
Seedless Lexias-same as basic grade of 4 crown 
U:qder 4 crown _. . . . . . , . - · 24 0 0 

MANUFACTURED FOODS FOR.EXPORT 
So that Australfan manufacturers may negotiate with 

overseas buyers as early as possible for the supply of Fruit 
Cake, Plum Puddings, Wet and Dry Fruit Mince (Mince
meat), the Board have announced that a sYstem of rebates 
on Dried Vine Fruits used in these products will operate 
for Season 1954. 

Conditions 'and rate of rebate Will be decided later but 
the rebate concessi'on ·will be paid only to A.D.F.A. 
Agents, Distributing Agellts, Sub~distributors and Manu
facturers who· actually manufacture the goods. 

FIRST U.K. APPRAISALS 
It is reported that the first appraisals o_f Dried Fruits 

in the. United Kingdom following the removal of all con-
trols by the Ministry of Food are as follows: · 

Sultan:;ts.-1 crown, 102/- to 108/-i 2 crown, 105/~ to 
111/-; 3 crown, 112/- to 115/-; 4 crown, 116/- to 119/-; 
5 crown, 118/- to 125/-. 

Currants.-2 crown, 77/~ to 78/-; 1 crown, 74/- to 
76/.-

Raisins.-5 crown, 87/- to 90/-; 4 croWn, 84/.::.. 

California Naturals, 100/~; Turkish Sultanas, 85/-. All 
per cwt. e~ warehouse. 

GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY 
The Board decided to defer consideration of the pro

posal discussed at the August 1953 meeting for a subsidy 
to meet growers' costs of production if surplus Australian 
production could not be sold at satisfactory prices, until 
U.K. prices for Season 1954 had developed. It was agreed 
that the matter should be reviewed next June. 

It is not encouraging to read a press report that Mr. 
Winton Turnbull, M.H.R., told a rileeting of the district 

council of the Country Party in Mildura on 27th August 
that the Federal Government would not sUbsidise or fix 
a guaranteed cost of production price for the Dried Fruits 
Industry on last year's price. 

Nevertheless, if the position warrants it, a strong ap
proach will be made by the_ Board to the Federal Govern~ 
ment. 

TREE FRUITS PRICES 
Plain PeaChes and Pears have been removed from The 

A.D..F.A. official list.' This means that The A.D.F.A. will 
ilo 'further exercise control and this grade will be sold "at 
best." The A.D.F.A .. 's action was taken because of the 
poor market demand for low quality fruit. 

The ·Board have made the following price decisions for 
Season 1954 having borne in mind Federal Gouncil's 
resolu-tion "that while maintaining the general· average 
prices for Tree Fruits a more realistic price differential 
b_etween grades .can be introduced." 

The 'inCreases and 'decreases stated are based on Season 
1953 prices. · 
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Apricots 
Split, Moist: Pack.-Fancy: An increase of 2d. -.per lb. 

on 5 crown, 4 crown, 3 crown and, 2 crown. Choice: Art 
increase of 1d. lb. on 5 crown, 4 crown, 3 crown, 2 crow·n: 
and 1 crown. Standard: A dec1·ease of l§d. lb. on 5 crown, 
4 crown, 3 crown and 2 crown, and a decrease of 3d. lb. 
on 1 crown. Sla,bs: A decrease of 3d. lb. Pla~n: A decrease 
of 4d. lb. · 

Split, Dry Pack.-The same differentials over Moist 
Pack to apply ·as for S~ason 1953-. 

Whole.-All grades to be de-listed, and sales by Selling 
Agents to be "at best." 
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Marked.-Blemished fruit such as "E.G." or "Hail
marked" to be known and sold under the above general 
term. Prices for both Moist and Dry Packs are to be: 

1~d. lb. below the 1954 Standard prices for equivalent 
Crown grades; 

lid. lb. below the 1954 prices for Slabs and Plain. 

Peaches 
Split, Unpeeled.-Fancy: An incl·ease of Hd. lb. for 

4 crown, 3 _crown and 2 crown. Price for 5 crown (not 
quoted in 1953) to be l~d. lb. above the- 1954 4 crown 
price. Choice: An increase of 1d. lb. for 4 crown. An in
crease of ~d. lb. for 3 crown and 2 crown. The 1 crown 
price to remain the same as for Season 1953. 5 crown (not 
quoted in 1953) to be 1d. lb. above the 1954 4 crown 
price. Standard: Prices for 4 crown, 3 crown, 2 ·crown 
and 1 crown to be the same as for Season 1953. 5 crown 
(not quoted in 1953) to be 1d. lb. above the 1954 4 crown 
price. Slabs and Plain: A decrease of 3d. lb. 

Peeled.-A differential of 3d. lb. above 1954 Split Un
peeled prices to apply. This differential is the same as 
for 1953. 

Nectarines 
Fancy: An inc1·ease of ~d. lb. on 5 crown, 4 crown, 3 

crown and 2 crown. Choice: An increase of ld. lb. on 5 
crown, 4 crown, 3 crown 3.nd 2 crown. 1 crown to be de
listed, and sold Hat best." Standard: Same prices as in 
Season 1953 for 5 crown, 4 crown, 3 crown and 2 crown. 
1 crown to. be de-listed and sold ''at best." Slabs and 
Plain: To be de-listed, and sold "at best." 

-Pears 
All Crown Grades and Slabs: Prices to be the same as 

for SeasoTI 1953. Plain: To be ~de-listed and sold "at 
best-." 

Ships' Stores 
All Varietie!J: To be sold at Commonwealth 10-ton 

prices, less trade discoUnts. 

Services 
All Varieties: To be sold at Commonwealth 10-ton 

prices, net cash ten days. 
As from 25th January, 1954, the following price re

ductions for Season 1953 Prunes took effect: 
90/lOO's:: 5d. lb. on all grades and varieties. 

100/120's: 3d. lb. on all grades and varieties. 
Smalls: 3d. lb. on all varieties. 
The Chairman of the Federal Dried F1·uits Distributors' 

Association was immediately informed that the price 
reductions had been made as special concessions in order 
that distributors could undertake a special drive to sell 
existing stocks, and he, subsequently, undertook to write 
personally to all distributors supporting The A.D.F.A.'s 
r.equest, and asking that retailers, particularly chain 
stores under the .control of A.D.F.A. Distributors, inten
sively push the sale of the smaller siz-ed Prunes. 

The General Secretary was authorised to have distri
butors' stocks checked for purposes of price reduction 
refunds. 

VINE FRUITS PRICES 
As from 25th January, the Season 1953 price fOl' 

Seedless Lexias was reduced by 3d. lb. 
Prices for Season 1953 bulk Midget Seeded Raisins 

were set at 1/4 lb. for 10-ton lots. 

1954 PRICES 
After reviewing the market possibilities with the 

Chairman of the Federal Dried Fruits Distributors'- -As
sociation the Board decided on the following prices in 
comparison with ~hose for Season 1953: 

Currants and Sultanas.-The same prices as for Season 
1953. 

Lexias and Walthams.-A reduction Of 1~d. lb. for aH 
grades except Seedless which is to be reduced by ~d. 
Jb: 

Currants, Sultanas and Lexias-
In Cartons: reduction of 1/- per dozen. 
Cellophane Bags (printed): same as for Seaso.n 1953. 

Seeded Raisins-
Cartons: reduction of 1/6d. p~r dozen. 
Bulle redu-ctio.n of 1 ~d. lb. 

Interstate Differentials.-An increase of §d. lb. for all 
ports except Fremantle and Albany (W.A.). 

The Chairman of the Distributors' Association felt that 
the reduction of lid. lb. for .bulk fruit was not sufficient 
to prevent sales falling. He suggested that publicity 
should be directed towards new uses for Seeded Raisins, 
particularly for Raisin Bread. The Boaid agreed with 
this suggestion. 

Retail Prices 
The Association -cannot altogether ignore the fact that 

some retailers are taking advantage of the good demand 
for those varieties of Dried Fruits which are in short 
supply by taking ari. unduly high profit margin. Instances 
have been quoted where the retail prices are out of all 
proportion to the wholesale prices, and even well above 
the published prices of the various Grocers' Associations. 
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Such a practice, while perhaps immediately beneficial 
to a few opportunists, is of no advantage to the main 
body of retailers and can, through consumer resistance, 
ultimately prove harmful to increasing our sales. 

To control retail prices is a most difficult and, indeed, 
expensive task as is already known from the high cost 
of price fixation by State Governments. No syStem of 
control yet devised can ensure 100 °/o effectiveness, and a 
careful revieW by the Board of ·all the implicati9ns of 
controlling retail prices confirms that full supplies in the 
hands of retailers creates healthy price competition. The 
doctrine o.f supplv and demand is the simplest, and 
cheapest, means of retail price control through competi
tive sellin'g. 

Nevertheless, the Board feels that propaganda through 
appropriate channels may intensify the competitive 
element with-out however creatfng a "price war" condition 
-a condition which would have a bad effect on building 
u-p sales on a long term basis. One proposal put forward is 
that chain store organisations in the large capital cities 
be asked to co-operate in setting standard retail prices by 
listing them in their advertisements in the daily news
papers. 

Tentative eriquities in Melbourne have not been very 
receptive, but the germ ·of the idea is good and will be 
followed up. 

Another suggestion co_nsidered by the Publicity Sub~ 
Committee is the quotation of retail p~ices set by the 
Assoc-iation in all A.D.F.A. advertisements. Difficulties 
were apparent in that freight to country centres and 
cities othe'r than Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney and New
castle would need to be added, and the advertisements 
would tend to become top-heavy, with the main message· 
to consumers- c·ompletely lost. Some means of using con
sumer and trade advertising has then yet to be devised, 
and it is desirable that it should be. 

Federal Council 1953 had something to say on the 
matter. Mention was made of the fact that Growers were 
concerned that high prices were being charged which put 
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a margin of profit into the pockets of the retailers which 
might well go into the pockets of the Growers, and con
cern was expressed that the p'ractice did exist of some 
retailers either "blending" fruit and charging at the 
higher crown grade price or not stating the crown grade 
and charging what they thought they could get from the 
consumer. 

It was pointed out that the State BoardS were not alto
gether happy at the way Dried Fruits were displayed 
in shops, and consideration ha.d been given to enforcing 
retailers t-o state the crown gTades of fruit.on sale, but 
the cost of policing this enforcement was mentioned. 
Again, from past experience, it has been found very 

difficult, in the event of a prosecution, to convince the 
Court of any real difference in quality and value of ad
jacent crown grades. Furthermore too much governmental 
policing would create bad feeling with the retailer result
ing in lack of interest in Dried Fruits. Sales would un
doubtedly drop. 

The answers then would seem to be-
L An effective method of informing the. retail con

sumer of the correct (and fair)' prices at which 
Dried Fruits can be bought from retailers. This 
method has yet to be devised. 

2. The development of the packet trade, for .the crown 
grade is always shown on the face of the packet. 

EQUALISATION OF SALES 
Developments in the marketing of Prunes in the Com

monwealth caused by a good harvest has brought forward 
the pr-oblem of how all Growers can share equitably in 
actual sales made. 

While price adjustments between markets are carried 
out by Head Office at the end of a season, this procedure 

. does not allow for a regularisation of sales between Sell
ing Agents, so that one Selling Agent may sell his entire 
stock while another may have1 stocks still to selL This 
means, -of course, that a sectio:i:t of Growers disposing of 
their PrUnes through one Selling Agent would not receive 
their final proceds until their stocks ar-e completely sold, 
while another section may be in the ·happy position of 
dealing through a Selling Agent who has beeil forturiate 
enough to sell out completely. 

The principle of equity between Growers therefore 
comes under review, and to maintain this principle the 
Board have decided that Selling Agents deliver only up 
to 20 o/o of .their pack to A.D.F.A. buyers, and that when 
any Selling-Agent has achieved, or is about to achieve, the 
delivery limit the General Secretary shall be notified ac
cordingly so that arrangements can be made to transfer 
orders to Selling Agents who have not yet sold to the 
limit set. The effect of this decision will be to equalise 
sales on a proportionate basis up to the 20 o/o limit before 
allowing further sales to be made by individual Selling 
Agents. 

When the 20o/o limit is being approached by ali" Selling 
Agents The A.D.F.A. Tree F1•uits Committee are to meet 
with a view {i) to ascertaining if the system of equalising 

sales is suitable, or if sales are retarded thereby; and if 
found to be suitable; (ii) to increase the limit by recom
mending to the Board a further percentage release. 

Selling Agents are to watch their sales closely in rela
tion to the percentage limit imposed, and inform the 
General Secretary in good time of the need (i) to trans
fer any orders; (ii) to call a meeting of the Tree Fruits 
Committee. 

In the meantime Selling Agents are to maintain con
tact with each other in regard to the marketing of Prunes 
generally and sales trends in the Commonwealth in par
ticular with a view to facilitating the disposal <>f the 
entire Season 1954 pack. 

MID-MURRAY VALLEY COMMITTEE 
OF ENQUIRY 

It was reported that The A.D.F.A. nomination of 1\-Ir. 
D. W. Cockroft to the Government Committee of Enquiry 
has been accepted. The first meeting of the Committee 
was held on 27th October. 

DISTRIBUTORS' ANNUAL 
CONFERpNCE 

Mr. C. J. Ward and the General Secretary attended, 
as A.D.F.A. representatives, the confer~nce of' the 

-Federal Dried Fruits Distributors' AsSociation in Ade
laide on 6'th April. 

INTERSTATE CHARGES-SEASON 1954 
South Australian Agents will be permitted to make 

the following deductio_ns from proceeds of South Aus
tralian Tree Fruits as a charge. for adjustment between 
Agents at the end of the season: 

Wharfage-3/- per ton gross weight. 

Handling Charges-4/6 per tOn measurement on fruit 
shipped. 

Port Marldngs-3/6 per 100 boxes. 
Bills of Lading-7d. each. 
Cartage, Port Adelaide t-o Adelaide-51- per ton gross 

measurement on local deliveries only. 

THE COST-OF-LIVING INDEX 
"Is it the intensive competition of modern life which 

makes people seek to conceal their faults? Once, the 
phrase, 'The man who never made a mistake, never made 
:mYthing,' was a commonplace. Nowadays you never hear 
it. Another phrase, 'Passing the bu-ck,' has replaced it. 
The trend now is 'to conceal mistakes. If they can't be 
concealed, find· someone else to bear them. 

liThe lengths to which this policy of escapism is pur
sued can be seen in the attempts to place a fault even on 
immimate objects when there is no person who can pos
f.ibly be involved. One of the commonest examples is con
tained in newspaper reports which announce, 'The car 
,~,rent out of control.' How often have we seen that state
ment?. Yet how often does a car just 'go' out -of control? 
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It almost smacks of the servant girl presenting her mis
tress with a broken vase and explaining, 'It came apart in 
me 'and.' 

"There are more serious examples. We read the head
lines: 'Cost-of-Living• Index RiseB.' Now how on earth can 
a statistical index do anything? Statistics are as dead as 
the dodo. An index can be pushed up-'raised' if you will 
-it can be maintained or lowered. But it certainly cannot 
do any single thing of itself. There must be human 
agency behind it. 

liTo find out why things happen, it is the huinan agency 
which must be sought. Why does a cost-of-living index 
rise? Here is one of the causes. It is a quotation from the 
Annual Report of the Tariff Board, June, 1953. 
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" ... 'Approach to the dang-er line of labour costs 1·aises 
the question whether there is not ·a need for greatet• 
economic co-ordination in Australia. Separate tribunals 
and Government authorities acting independently and in 
good :faith can each undo the other's work. Numerous 
Commonwealth and State industrial tribunals, for ex
ample, are continually reviewing wages and conditions 
of employment. It would ill become the Board to criticise 
these tribunals or their findings but it is being daily 
broUght face to face with the n~sults. An industry apply
ing for higher protection because of increased labour 
costs may argue· that in incUrring these costs it is simply 
complying With a legal obligation. Acceptance of this 
contelltion coUld be interpreted as an acknowledgment 
by the Board that the industrial tribunal is the final 

authority on the level Qf costs and conse-quently of tariffs. 
'Ther·e may be cases where the Board mig-ht .suspect that 
an industry did not press its case with sufficient vigour 
before an industrial tribunal, or that it was too Compliant 
in the matter of conciliation, but rejection of the appli
cant's contention could be open to the interp1·etation that 
the Board is passing judgment on an industrial matter 
outside its proper field.' 

"There is no. need to labour the point. In the quoted 
words lie one of the principal reasons why the cost-of
living index is higher now than it was. It didri.'t lgo up' 
-it was pushed. Let's forget about alibis and start look
ing for r-easons. A mistake admitted can be corrected. 
Passing the buck never got anyone anywhere." ("Can~ 
beiTa Letter"-6/1/54.) 

THE PY AP REGION 
In the Murray Valley Development League's system of 

regional organisation the Pyap region embraces Berri, 
Barmera, Loxton, Waikerie, Paringa, Morgan, Tresco, 
·Renmark,. Cadell, Lyrup, Moorook and Kingston. The 
A.D.F.A. refers to the Dried Fruits producing areas of 
these districts as. the "S.A. River Dist:rict.'' South Aus
tralians generally refer to the region as "Upper Murray" 
-which is a misnomer. 

Mr.-G. A. -GroSvenor, writing in the February 1954 issue 
of "T.he Riverlander," surveys the Pyap region, and pro
_vides sOme_ interesting data- .on areas under irrigation 
and produc;tion. ' ~ 

The total irrigation area exceeds 36,000 acres, viz: 
Renma'rk:, 

Irrigation Trust . 
Chaffey ... . 
Cooltong .. . 

Berri . 

8,500 
800 

1,100 

Barmera . . 4,600 
Loxton , . . 5,600 

(Ultimately 7,500) 
Waikerie 3,500 
Cadell . . 900 

101400 Lyrup . , 700 
Moorook 500 

7,800 Kingston 700 
Private Schemes, 2,500 acres. 

Dried Fruits 

From the irrigated acreage the principal revenu~;: pro~ 
ducer is Dried Fruits, made up on most recent figures 
available as follows: 

Currants .. 
Lexias .. 

7,000 tons 
4,000 tons 

Sultanas . . . 14,000 tons 
Tree Fruits . 450 tons 

Dried Vine Fruits are to the 
value of ..... . 

Tree Fruits . . . . . . . . 
Confectionery Fruits . . . . 

£3,000,000 
175,000 

40,000 
£3,215,000 

Citrus shows a productive annual value of £1,375,000; 
·Fresh Fruits, _£440,000; Wine, £2,150,000 and Vegetables, 
£250,000. Dry farming is assessed at £1,808,500 per 
annum; Livestock, £572,500; and Secondary Industries, 
£200,000. The region therefore enjoys the not inconsider
able annual income of £11! millions. 

PUMPING THE MURRAY 
The Chaffey brothers~ first temporary plant was two 

twenty-inch centrifugal pumps, mounted with their 
engines on the old barge "Jane Eliza." Ope1•ating· to-day 
are ten big stations and still more powerful equipment 
is being installed. The··Lake Cullulleraine g1;oup of four 
stations supplies stock and doniestic water to the Mallee, 
lands. The remaining six Victorian pumps are to be re
duced to foui- and d1.fven by the State Electricity Com
mission's nearly complete 10,000 kilowatt Red Cliffs 
Power Station. The existing six pumping stations send 
their liquid life-line to 34,290 acres. In 1896 the First 
Mildura Irrigation Trust took Over the Chaffey brothers' 

pumps. It is noteworthy that three of the original engines 
still serve the Trust's 14,300 acres. Projects in hand will 
make the area 19,000 acres. In 1908, the State Rivers and 
Water Supply Commission installed mOTe pumping· units 
and in 1921, to serv,e the First War Soldiers' Settlement 
at Red Cliffs, the installation of Australia's most powerful 
pumping station was begun. The area served to-day is 
11,560 acres and the station provides the urban water 
supp,ly for Red Cliffs and stock and domestic water to the 
south. Another 3,200 acres are watered by private licence 
pumps on the Victorian side of the rlver. ("The River-
1ander"-November, 1953.)' 

OVERSEAS NOTES 
U.S.A. Raisin Quality 

The Californian Raisin Advisory Board and the Raisin 
Administrative Committee have n1et to discuss the possi
bility of establishing a uniform grading system in the 
Raisin Ind:ustry.' The action was taken following pre
sentation of a report which represented more than two 
years- of work from the Research Committee of the 
-Board. 

Buyer Resistance 
A:ustrali3.n apple . growers are experiencing similar 

competitive ·conditions as Dried Fruits Growe-rs. The 
Department of Commerce ''Weekly Commodity Notes'' 
reports that "because of buyer resistance to the high 
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price overseas of Australian apples, the outlook on export 
markets this season is not encouraging. Increasing com
petition· is being _,experienced from other apple exporting 
countries. This Warning was recently given by the Vice
President of the Australian Apple and Pear Growers' 
Association.'' 

South African Dried Fruit Inquiry 
The South African Dried Fruit Board having asked the 

Minister of Agricultu~e to appoint a commission of in
quiry to study the efficiency ·of the industry, to recom
mend improvements and to determine the role of control 
in the industry, the National Marketing Council has been 
instructed to undertake .this investigation and this was 
begun at the end of November. The Council requested 
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Dr. J. S. Marais, -Regional· Director of Technical Ser~ 
vices for the Winter Rainfall Area and . Chairman of the 
Dried Fruit Board to address a series of meetings of 
interested farmers to explain the purpose of_ the proposed 
changes and to discuss possible implications of the various 
proposed changes in organisation as they would affect 
producers. The object of the meetings was to ·obtain the 
opinions -of producers as to what form the changes should 
take. The investigation foUows a report made by a South 
African dded fruit packer after a visit to Australia and 
a visit by a member of the Australian Dried Fruits Con
trol Board to South Africa. These visitS led the South 
African Dried Fruit Board to conclude that the local 
indUstry did not function as efficiently as it might, especi
ally as regards packing· and distribution, It would seem 
.that .there are far too many packing sizes and brands in 
the shops. ("Commonwealth Produeer"-January-Feb
ruary, 1954.) 

U.S. Prunes for Sterling 
Under the payment-in-sterling programme authorised 

by the United· States Congress the United Kingdom is 
buying $3m. worth of Prunes. ("Commonwealth Pro
ducer"-January-February, 1954.) 

U.S.A. To Expand Fruit Exports 
The Secretary of Agriculture in the U.S.A. has an

nounced the formulation of a programme to regain and 
develop export markets for .American fruit and fruit 
products. The programme includes Dried Fruits. - The 
examination ·of foreign market prospects is to be inten-

sified though the U.S. Foreign Agricultural Service. 
Wherever barriers to the -entry of U.S. fruit are found, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture will work actively for 
their removal. The Department will encourage also the 
inclusion of fruit and fruit products in special pro~ 
grammes to assist the Dverseas marketing of American 
produce, such as Section 550 of the Mutual Security Act 
of 1953. (U.S.D:A. Press Release, 18th November, 1953.) 

World Dried Vine Fruit Production 
Comparisons of commercial production of Currants 

and Raisins in 1953 in the main producing countries, with 
5 year (1946-50) average al'e as follows: 

Raisins Currants 
tons tons 

Average Average 
1946-50 1953 1946-50 1953 

Argentina .. 5,100 4,500 
Australia 49,900 81,000 14,600 17,000 
Chile .. 900 700 
Greece 26,100 34,400 73,6'00 78,600 
Iran 32,000 49,100 
Spain 7.900 9,800 
Turkey .. .. 58,600 78,p00 
South Africa 8, 700 . 8,700 1,000 1,000 
U.S.A. .. 204,500 219,600 

Total .. 393,700 486,300 89,100 96,500 

(U.S.D.A.' Foreign AgTiculture Circular, 7 /1.0/1953.) 

PLAIN AND M.F. CURRANTS 
BOth The A.D.F .A. and the State Boards have always 

felt that to maintain the staridard of fruit offered to the 
public for home use the sale of (/Manufacturers" quality 
over the retail counter is to be avoided. On the other 
band much fruit in the M.F. grade is of sufficiently good 
quality to sell for home baking. It became apparent to
wards the end of last year that an additional grade 
between 1 crown and M.F. was desirable. 

Discussions therefore took place between Mr. Malloch, 
Chairman of the Bo"ard of Management. Mr. Parker J. 
Moloney, Chairman of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board, 
and Mr. H. R. Tinney, Deputy Chief Fruit Inspector of 
the Department of Commerce resulting in the following 
conclusions: 

(i) A Plain grade should be g·iven a trial for 1954. 
(ii) The Department of Commerce should. send out a 

circular letter to inspectors authorising a Plain 
grade both on behalf of export markets and on 
behalf of State Dried Fruits Boards. 

(iii) The need for a Plain grade is apparent in order 
that the better class of M.F, fruit can be utilised 
for the retail trade, yet at the same time ensur
ing that the quality of f1·uit for retail consump
tion does not include fruit of a grade which it 
wouJ d be undesirable to s~ll to other than_ the 
manufacturing trade. 

(iv) If, after the trial Period for Season 1954, it is 
found . that the Plain grade protects both the 
interests of the gToWer, the Industry at large and 
the retail consume1·, consideration then be given 
to the passing of appropriate regulations by the 
State Dried Fruits Boards and by the Department 
of Commerce. 

(v) In the event of a Plain grade being established, 
both in respect to Season 1954 and for subsequent 
seasons, the M.F. grade then be f-or Australian 
Manufacturers' use only, 
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Following on notification of these conclusions to the 
other State Boards the following advices have been re
ceived. 

Victorian D-ried Fruits Board 

"I am directed to inform you that the Minister of 
Agriculture has approved of the Board's recommenda
tion that the Dried Fruits Regulatio:t;J.s be amended to 
pl'ovide for-

( a) the -establishment of a 'Plain' grade for Currants 
allowing up to 40 % of red berries, and 

(b) the transfer of the tjtle 'Dried Currants-Manu
facturer's Quality' from the Second Schedule to 
the body of the Regulations with the provisiOn 
that this fruit may include ·Up to 50% of red 
he!Ties and that it shall be restricted -for sale for 
manufacturing purposes Dnly and not sold to- the 
retail trade." 

Department of Commerce and Agriculture. 

"So far as the Exports (Dried Fruits) Regulations are 
concerned, we are prepared to recommend to the Secre
tary, Department of Commerce and Agriculture, that Item 
14 of the Second Schedule to the Regulations be amended 
to the extent that the trade description as appearing in 
the First Golumn should read: 

'14. Currants--Plain QualitY' 
and, in the Third Column, the words ~Manufacturer's 
Quality' be replaced by the words 'Plain Quality.' 

"No variation will be recornmended to the w~rding as 
appearing at present in the Second C?lumn. 

"Pending the gazett3J of the amendment, this advice 
may be taken as authority for permitting the packing of 
the 'Plain' gTade in lieu of the 'Manufacturer's' grade for 
export.'' 

Advices from other State Boards are awaited. 
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EXPANSION OF THE INDUSTRY 
FUNCTIONS OF THE I.P.A.C. 

The Irrigation Production Advisory_ Committee com
prises representatives of the CommOnwealth Depart
ment of -Commerce and Agrticulture (including_ the 
BureaU of Agricultural Economics) and of the Depart
ments of Agriculture._ and the Irrigation Authorities in. 
the· five mainland States. 

The first Committee of this type, known as the •River 
Murray Advisory Committee, was set up by the DevelOp
ment and Migration Commission in 1928, as it was felt 
that expert advice was necessary to help to solve the 

-difficult problem o:f 'the use of the waters of the River 
Muriay so that the maximum benefit should accrue to 
Australia from this asset. The functions of the Com
mittee, which comprised ·representatives of the DevelOp
ment and Migration Commission, the Commonwealth 
Government and the three States of Victoria, New South 
Wales and South Australia, were as follows: 

(a) To collate. information: 
(i) re production in all States; 

(ii) re areas and suitable lands available for 
settlement iu the valley of the Murray and 
tributaries. 

(b) To investigate markets in Australia and abroad. 
(c) To advise on co-ordination of p1·oduction and 

future development: 
( i) in existing areas; · 

(ii) in new areas, 
(d) To bring under notice of C.S.I.R.O. problems 

requiring scientific investigation. 

When the Development and Migration Commission was 
abolished the Committee was attached to the Develop
ment Branch of the Prime Minister's Department, but no 
meetings were held after 1930. 

In 1938, when the need for an Advisory Board on 
Irrigation: Production was again emphasised, the Aus
tralian Agricultural Council decided to re-establish the 
Committee on a slightly diff·erent basis and passed the 
following resolution: 

11That a body comp1·ising the Commonwealth Depart
ment of Commerce, the State Departments of Agriculture 
and the Irrigation Authorities in the States concerned 
be formed to investigate and determine what proportion 
of the increased water acreage should be allocated to the 
various primary industries concerned." 

This body met twice in 1938 and advised the Aus
tralian Agricultural Council that in its opinion considera
tion of the economic utilisation of the River Murray 
waters would necessitate a comprehensive investigation 
into the various agricultural industries which it is pos
sible to develop on irrigated lands. It was considel".3d that 
the investigation should be carried out by- officers of the 
Department of Commerce acting in cO-operation with 
appropriate technical Btate officers. Before the recom
mended investigations -could be commenced, the war 
intervened, and the various investigations were not begun. 

However, at the meeting of the Australian AgTicultural 
Council in August, 1945, the Council decided to recom~ 
mend the re-formation of the Irrig8.tion Production 
Advisory Committee as early as practicable with a view 
to providing essential data relating to the economics of 
the above industries. At the Premiers' Conference in 
January, 1946, the resuscitation of the Committee under 
the title of the Irrigation Production Advisory Com
mittee was confirmed, and the States of New South Wales, 
South Australia and Victoria were af::lked to nominate 
representatives to the Committee. 
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As irrigation production in the Murray 'Valley could 
not be considered apart from productio~ under irrigation 
in other parts of Australia, it was decided soon after the 
re-formation of the Committee that representatives of 
the mainland States in Which irrigation was carried out 
should be invited to join. it and attend regularly, and 
that representatives of Tasmania should be invited when 
industries carried out in that State were to be discussed. 

The main functions of the Committee as now con
stituted· are to prepar·e for the co1isideration of the 
Agricultural Council conclusions formed from investiga
tions carried out by the Commonwealth and State officers 
into the various agricultural industries which it is. pos~ 
sible to develop on irrigated lands. The Committee meets 
at. irregular intervals and, since its resuscitation in 1945, 
meetings .have bee;n held on an average about twice hi 
-each year. 

Perhaps the most important matter upon which the' 
Committee has been required to report to the Agricultural 
Council has been the question of the allocation of the 
acreages of horticultural crops for planting under War 
Service (Land Settlement) Scl;temes in irrigation areas. 

The members of the Irrigation Production Advisory 
Committee are :-Messrs. G. J. Evatt, Commonwealth 
Government (now resigned); R. A. Sherwin, Principal 
Investigating Officer, and P. A. Reid, Acting Director 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics; J. A. W. Stevenson 
(Chairman), Assistant Secretary (Agricultural Produc~ 
tion), and E. S. Keehn (Secretary), Department of 
Commerce and Agriculture, Canberra; B. F. McKeon, 
Assistant Chief Inspector of Agriculture, Department of 
Agriculture, Victoria; W. Poggeridorff, Chief, Division of 

NOTICE TO ALL DRIED FRUIT PRODUCERS IN 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

DRAWBACK FRUIT 
The attention of all Producers of Dried Fruits in South Australia 

is drawn to the requirements of Regulation 42 of the Dried Fruita 
Act (S.A.) 1984~111 in respect to Drawback Fruit. 

This regulation was designed to ensure that after allowing for 
reasonable consUmption by the producer, all Dried Fruit reached 
the retail market through properly controlled channels. 

A number of instances have been brought to the notice of the 
Board whereby produce1·s have drawn excess quantities of Draw~ 
back Fruit without first obtaining the permission of the Board. 

It is also pointed out that only the varieties of Dried Fruit 
which are delivered by a producer to a packing house are available 
to the producer in applying for drawback. 

For Your information, the l'equisite Regulation is as follows=
"Regulation 42. 

(1) No Owner, Occupier or Person in charge of a packing house 
shall issue to any producer any drawback fruit, unless and until, 
application in the form contained in the Eleventh Schedule hereto 
has been duly made to him by such producer. 

(2) The maximum amount of drawback fruit which may be 
issued to any producer by the owner, occupier 01· person in charge 
of any packing house in any one year, unless special permission 
in writing i11 previously obtained from the. Board, shall be 56 lbs. 
of each variety of dried fruit which has been supplied to such 
packing house by the producer during that year and the provisions 
of Regulation 14 hereof shall apply to this paragraph. 

(3) Boxes containing drawback fruit shall be branded with the 
letter "D" in bold black type of at least !l" in width~ Such brand 
ahall be superimposed over the brand of the name Ol' registered 
brand of the packing house. The letter "D" shall be at least 
5 in. in height and 4 in. in width. 

(4) Except with permission' in writing of the Board previously 
obtained, no person ahall sell any drawback fruit." 

Penalty for Breach of Regulation-Not Exceeding £100. 

By ordel· of the Board, 
P. N. FLEMING, 

(Advertisement) Secretary. 
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Plant lndu;;try, Department of Agriculture, N.S.W.; A. 
G. Strickland, Chief Horticulturist, Department of Agri
culture, S.A.; H. W. McCay, Deputy Chairnian, and J. A. 
Aird, Commissioner, State •Rivers and Water Supply Com
mission, Queensland, and A. C. Gordon, Secretary for 
Irrigation, Department of Lands, S.A. 

Pertinent Function 
In view of the divergent opinions held by the Aus

tralian Dried Fruits Industry on the one hand and the 
Australian Agricultural Council and the I.P.A.C. on the 
other regarding the extent to which Dried Vine Fruits 
production may be economically expanded the function 
of the I.P.A.C. "to investigate markets in Australia and 
abroad" bec·omes a most import'ant one in the eyes of 
all Growers. 1 

The Board of Management consider that the result of 
the market investigations by I.P.A.C. should be made 
available to this Association, for they are of extreme 
importance, particularly as they must have considerably 
influenCed the Australian Agricultural Council in recom
Ulending the increased plantings. 

The Minister for Commerce has been asked to supply 
the information. 

The Minister will undoubtedly fully appreciate the 
need for this information when this Association and the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control BOard have already 
undertaken thorough investigations of availability -of 
overseas markets in the light of world production, world 
parity prices and Austral~an costs of production. lf the 
I.P.A.C. have information on marketing trends not 
already known to the Industry it seems extremely advis
able that it be divulged for guidance in planning the 
future economy of the Ind.ustry. 

The Minister's reply is awaited. 

ROBINVALE HOLDINGS 
In the meantime appli<::ations are bein:g invited from 

discharged servicemen for 15 new holdings in the Robin
vale Soldier Settlement area. 

The 15 new blocks are the first of 85 to be allocated 
under the Robinvale extension scheme announced by the 
Minister for Soldier Settlement (Mr. Smith) last Decem
ber. 

The new sub-division is situated from three to four 
miles south of the Robinvale township and blocks vary 
in size from 25 to 27 acres. 

DISTILLATION FRUIT 
Amendment to Excise Act Requested 

During- 1953 The A.D.F.A., on behalf of the Dried 
Fr:uits Industry requested the Minister for Trade and 
Customs to permit for the cul'l'ent season the use of 
dried grapes for distillation purposes as provided in the 
Reg-ulations of the Excise Act. 

In the Minister's reply of 21st July, it was intimated 
that due, to -conditions in the Wine Industry a decision 
would not be given until October, but following on fur
ther urgent representations emphasising the monetary 
loss which Growers would sustain by such a deferment 
Ministerial permission was given by telegram on 14th 
September. 

The Industry found that even this date was far too 
late to successfully dispose of its sub-standard fruit with 
the result that as late as November, 1953, 150 tons of 
the 1952 Season and 815 tons of. the 1953 Season fruit 
remained unsold, while a further 561 tons of Season 
1953 fruit had to be consigned to South Australian dis
tillers on the basis of possible later sale. Ev~n now at this 
date Growers' stocks still remain unsold in the hands of 
Packers. 

The Industry believes that had it been possible to 
freely negotiat~ with distilleries early in the season not 
only would there -have been better opportunities for sale 
but an acceptable sta,ndard price basis could have been 
arranged. In actual fact price values have fluctuated con
siderably to the disadvantage of Dried Fruits Growers. 

The Industry strongly feels that the disposal of sub
standard fruit each season to distilleries should be one of 
free negotiation and not be subject to the need for obtain
ing Ministerial approval, and at Federal Council 1953 the 
following resolution was passed unanimously: 

''That an approach be made to the Minister for 
Tr_ade and Customs pointing out the need for amend
ment of the regulation in the Customs and Excise Act 
to allow tihe use af sub-s"tan,dard Dried Fruits .for dis
tillation rather than the present methcd of annual 
approval by the ·Minister." 

Submission to Minister 
In submitting. the request for the amendment to th~ 

Minister the following factors were emphasised. 
L Sub-standard Dried Fruits wi,ll not be passed as fit 
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for human consumption by the Department of Com
merce inspectors or by the various State Dried Fruits 
Boards. 

2. As the distilleries are the natural and only. outlet 
for sub-standard fruit any prohibition on disposal 
to them must represent a dead loss to Dried Fruit 
Growers. 

3. High costs of production emphasise the need for 
Growers to realise o-n this _class of fruit. 

4. In past seasons the Wine Industry has taken large 
quantities of drying variety grapes in the fresh 
state for distillation purposes thereby reducing the 
production of Dried Fruits. As sub-standard fruit is 
completely acceptable for distillation it is logical, 
and i;ndeed, one of economic stability to the Dried 
Fruits Industry, that such fruit should not remain 
unsold while fresh drying- varieties of grapes are 
being diverted to spirit production. 

5. The effects of diversion to distilleries of fresh dry
ing varieties of g-rapes is twof.old-
(i) (a) It has had in past seasons, and can con

tinue to have, an effect on Dried Fruits 
production resulting in loss Of sales in 
competitive markets overseas. The In
dustry has already suffered from this 
diversion by being unable to fulfil its 
obligations in respect to expor.ts to the 
United Kingdom thus compelling- Great 
Britain to purchase from the U.S.A. The 
outcome has been that in obtaining U.S.A. 
fruit at low subsidised prices under the 
American export programme Great Britain 
has used them as a depressive in negotiat
ing prices with Australia. 

(b) Future conditions-on the United King-dom 
market will be highly competitive now 
that the Ministry of Food has abandoned 
bulk buying of Dried Fruits and has lifted 
all- controls. If sales of Australian fruit 
are to be maintained or, desirably, in
creased, it is essential that full supplies 
are available to the English consumer. 
Avoidable hazards, such as the diversion of 
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fresh drying- grapes to the distilleries, must, 
to the fullest extent possible, be con
trolled. 

(ii) Although in Season 1953 most distilleries car
ried fair stocks of spirit there is no assurance 
that this-will continue, Recent reductions in ex
cise duty will stimulate disposal and if in the 
coming· seasons spirit stocks are low or short 
there will be an increased demand by distill-· 
eries for fresh drying grapes to the detriment 
of Dried Fruits production and the disposal of 
sub-standard fruit. 

6. Wine grape growers cannot be affected for the 
whole of their production would be taken by the 
Wine Industry before distilleries would even con
sider taking sub-standard fruit. Furthermore, the 
tonnage of sub-standard fruit, even in a sub
normal season, could never be so large as to .depress 
prices to wine growers supplying fresh fruit fo1• 
spirit. 

7. A system ·of free negotiation for the disposal of 
sub-standard fruit 'vill in no way jeopardise the 
interests of distilleries. They will be at libeTty to 
decline stocks and to negotiate prices according to 
supply and demand. Thus an amendment to the 
Regulation eliminating the need for Ministerial ap
proval will not affect the distilleries, but will provide 
a means of packing houses and distilleries reaching 
agreement very early each season. 

Fruit uNot Refuse" 
It is knQwn that 'last season sub-standard fruit was re

ferred to by some distilleries as "refuse." This is a highly 
misleading definition for much of the fruit offered and 
used for spirit is of good sugar-content quality, but be
ing dark in colour has been considered by Government 
inspectors to be unsuitable for marketing and has there
fore been classified as unfit for human consumption. 

This Association and the Industry support the high 
standard of Government grading in order to compete 
overseas against the quality fruit from other producing 
countries, but if facilities are not available early in a 
season to arrange for the disposal of low grade fruit all 
efforts for the AustraliUn Dried Fruits Industry to im-

prove packing standards must be nullified, for the 
Growers must get a return for the whole of their pro
duction. 

It should be emphasised that some distilleries on the 
River Murray were started with the prime objective of 
handling low grade Dried Fruits, and have operated for 
many years on the basis .of utilising these fruits for 
manufacture of fortifying spirit. It would be a serious 
handicap to these companies if supplies of low grade Dried 
Fruits were not l'eadily available to them. 

In the past season, supplies of low grade Dried Fruits. 
to distilleries were estimated at 1500 tons. At an average 
value of £40 a ton, total value is £60,000-quite a con
Siderable sum and of importance to Growers. It is con
tended that it should not be left to the discretion of the 
Minister to decide whethel' Growers should or should-not 
be deprived of this revenue. It is cosidered that the 
preferential position of Doradillo grape groWers under 
the terms of the regulation, is unfair and unwarranted 
-Dried Fruits Growers should have, at least, an equit
able position with the Doradillo growers. 

No Reflection on Minister 
The Industry wish to emphasise that the- proposed 

amendment to the Regulation contains no reflection on 
the impartial interpretation of the Ministerial power. It 
is a question· of whether such power is necessary, or 
perhaps obstructive, to the .efficient working· of the Dried 
Fruits and Wine Industries. 

The Board of Management, on behalf of Federal Coun
cil, confidently look fmward to a sympathetic reception 
to the proposal submitted. 

Co-operation of Packers 
At Federal Council 1953 consideration was given to 

planning the sale of sub-standard fruit to distilleries on 
a basis which would give greater benefit to Growers, and 
the following resolution was carried: · 

"That the Packers of Victoria and South Aul:!:tralia 
be re.quested to meet and formulate a plan for sale 
·of sub~stan'dard fruit to distilleries on a basis which 
will ensure equitable and the best financial returns to 
Growers, and that such plan as may be adopt~d be 
made binding on Packers by legal agree•ment." 

COSTS OF PRODUCTION 
Details Released by Bureau of Agricultural Economics 

'f= 
Following on requests from Growers for itemised costs 

of production prepared by the B.A.E. the Board of 
Management has obtained permission from the Bureau 
to publish the index of cost movements between 1st 
October, 1952 and 1st July, 1953, but not the absolute 
figures contained in the estimate of f.o.b. costs. 

THe reason for the Bureau's limHed approval is ex
plained in the following letter to the General Secretary 
from the Director (Mr. T. H. Strong). 

11In replying to your letter I wish to refer to the docu
ments that were sent to you on 26th August, 1953. They 
were: 

Dried Vine Fruit: An Index of Cost Movements, 1st 
October, 1952 to 1st July, 1953. 

F.O.B. Cost of Dried Vine Fruits at 1st July, 1953. 

However, these basic structures have not been published, 
either in the survey report or anywher·e else. 

11The position is as follows: 
"The Bureau conducted its field survey in the winter 

of 1950 and a report 'Australian Dried Vine .Fruit In
dustry-Economic Survey' was published in March 1951._ 
T}?.e cost tables given in the report referred to: 

The Australian average cost of production of those 
growers whose mit cost (including interest on capital) 
per ton were within the range £30-£89 .(p. 21); 

The average .costs of the whole sample of growers 
in Sunraysia, Mid-Murray and Western Australia (p.p. 
25, 33, 34); and- · 

The average· costs for those ·farmers in South Aus
tralia who did not have high sideline returns (p. 37). 

"When writing of the itemised cost of production figures "In the documerit 'F.O.B. Cost of Dried Vine Fruits at 
I assume that you have in mind the costs given in the 1st July, 1953' itemised costs were given in two schedules. 
s·econd document. T·hese are based on results of a field ~ Schedule 1 presented the price which would be necessary 
survey adjusted by means of an index to bring the infor- in 1953 to cover the cost of aU producers who in 1950 
mation up to a more recent date. For their proper inter- were within the most efficient 80% of those who ·obtained 
pretation it is essential that they be related to the basic 90% or more of their grosS returns from. -Dried' Vine 
cost structures derived directly ftom the field survey. Fruits. Schedule 2 gave. the average cost o:f the whole 

\ 

Page Eighty-two AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



group of producers who in 1950 obtained 90% or more 
of their gross income from Dried Vine Fruits. 

''In short, the detailed cost strUctures giV'en in the pub
lished survey report did not include either of the struc
tures on· which the 1st July 1953 F.O.B. costs were based. 

"The index document, on the other hand, deals only 
with the movement in costs between two dates for a 
selected group of farmers, and can be interpreted cor
rectly without reference to any other publication. 

''For these reasons, I am quite willing for the contents 
of the index documents to be published, but not the 
absolute figures contained in the estimate of F.O.B. 
costs." 

THE INDEX 
The following summary is therefore given with certain 

notations concerning individual items, but the result 
conveys little to the Grower in arriving at f.o.b. c.osts. A 
preferable method would be for each Grower to arrive 
at his own costs of production, and compare his own 
percentage of increases. with the relative increases stated 
in the last column of the summal'y. In finality, of course, 
the costs of production which interest the Grower (and 
his pocket, are his own. Those prepared by the Bureau, on 
whatever basis they are prepar~d, can be used only as a 
yardstick. 

Item 

1. Farmer's Labour 
2. Other Labour . 
3. Fuel, Feed a n d 

Power .. 
4. Fertilisers . 
5. Spraying Materials 
6. Harvesting Materials 
7. Repairs to Plant & 

Structures .. 
8. Water and D1·ainage 

'Rates 
9. Dehydration 

Handling . 
and 

10. 
11. 

12. 
13. 

Cartage 
Shire Rates and 

Taxes .. · 
Depreciation 
Interest on Capital 

Cost Price 
Structure Relatives 
1952-53 (1/10/52 
Seas"Dn to 1/7 /53) 

o/o % 
31.4 102.6 
25.4 103.5. 

4.1 
3.8 
1.5 
4.4 

5.0 

5.8 

3.2 
1.0 

2.0 
3.4 
9.0 

97.8 
99.0 
98.5 
90.0 

99.0 

105.4 

102.4 
112.0 

106.1 
108.0 
102.8 

Cost 
Structure 

1953-54 
Season 

% 
32.2 
26.3 

4.0 
3.8 
1.5 
4.0 

5.0 

6.1 

3.3 
1.1 

2.1 
3.7 
9.3 

--------
Relative Movement 

in Total Costs .. 100.0 102.4 

The index has been constructed to measure the trend 
in the costs of production of Dried Vine Fruits since the 
1952-53 S~ason. The index indicates that there has 
been an increase of 2.4 o/o in the costs of production 
since this was last determined at 1st October, 1952. The 
percentage increase, however, refers to a period of only 
9 months. The latest price information available at the 
time of the calculation was for 1st July, 1953. The cal
culations had to be done earlier in 1953 because 
overseas price negotiations were scheduled to begin in 
the early part of September instead of in November. 

CONSTRUCTION 
The index was -obtained by calculating a weighted 

average of percentage movements in the costs to pro
ducers of goods and services covered under each basic 
item -or grouping. The weights used were determined from 
the cost structure- obtained from an analysis of the In
dustry survey carried out by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics in 1950. They represent the average farm 

- costs for the most efficient 80 o/o of those farms which 
derived 90% or more of their gross income from Dried 
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Vine Fruits. The farms satisfying this double condition 
were located almost entirely within the Sunraysia dis
ti·ict. 

The structure ·of costs found at the time of the survey 
had previously been brought up to October, 1952, by 
meam; of the Index method and it was to this latter 
cost structure (adjusted to total 100) that the cost 
movements were applied. 

The price quotations for goods and services used in 
production, have been obtained largely from leading 
merchants and pacldng houses in the Sunraysia district. 
Movements in the prices of materials in Sunraysia cor
respond closely, however, with the· movements for similar 
goods in capital cities and other rural centres. 

TREATMENT OF INDIVIDUAL ITEMS 
Farmer's Labour. The allowance for the owner

operator's labour and management, which was based on 
£450 per year in 1949-50, was varied in accmdance with 
the percentage movement in the Federal basic wage (30 
towns), 

Other Labc-,ur. This item was varied in accordance with 
the movements in award rates for a permanent block 
hand. Weekly rates for a permanent block hand under 
the Fruit Industry Agree_ment have varied. 

Fuel, Feed and Power. A weighted sub-index of prices 
at Sunraysia of petroleum products and of chaff was con
structed to measure the relative movement in this item. 

Fertilisers. A weighted average of prices of principal 
fertilisers and seed for green manure crops was used to 
assess the relative movement in this item. 

Spraying Materials. A similar sub-index was used to 
measure the movement in the prices of spraying materials. 

Harvesting Materials. Average prices for a representa
tive group of harvesting materials were used to measure 
movements in the cost of this item. 

Repairs- to Plant and Structures, This group covers 
materials for repairs to drying racks, trellises, fences and ' 
other structures as well as replacement parts for tractors 
and farming implements. Two sub-indexes were con
structed to measure the. movements in prices, one for 
basic building and structural materials and the other for 
machinery spare parts. 

The Australian 'price only was taken for galvanised 
iron for 1st July, 1953, whereas fOr 1st October, 1952, 
both imported and Australian prices were included. As
suming that ~he usage of Australian to imported gal
vanised iron was the same in the Sunraysia district as for 
Australia as a whole, the weight to be given to imported 
iron was much less this year than last. If the imported 
product had been included and been given a weight one
ninth that of the Australian product, the price relative 
would be 98.7. -However, there appears to be a strong 
preference on the part of farmers for Australian-made 
goods and it is considered- that ·the exclusion of the im
ported prices altogether for 1/7 I 53 reflects the situation 
on Dtied Vine Fruit properties mor·e realistically. 

Water and Drainage Rates. The movement in water 
and drainage rates was computed from the average cost 
in Sunraysia of six irrigations a year, including charges 
for extra water or special irrigations where applicable, 
and weighted according to usage in the va1•ious districts. 

Dehydration and' Handling. The movement in the cost 
of· this item was obtained by using the index items labour, 
fuel and repairs and weighting them according to the 

-importance of th€'-se items :ts found in the 1949-50 survey. 
Cartage. The movement was based on cartage rates 

per ton charged by representative packing houses. 
Depreciation. The change in depreciation costs is pro

portionate to the relative change in depreciated capital 
values. This can be measured by an index of depreciated 
capital values, based on year-to-year changes in the prices 
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of Teplac·ements; the assumption being that equal quan
tities are replaced eaC'h y·ear. 

It was first necessary to obtain price indexes covering 
the required period of time, 40 years for structure, 10 
years for plant. For this purpose the following indexes 
were combined into single series. 

For Structures-
(a) The Melbourne Wholesale Price Index (Build

ing Material Group) ; 
(b) The Building Materials Sub-Index of the Index 

of WholeSale Prices published by the Cominon
wealth Statistician. 

For Plant, indexes of agricultural machinery prices 
constructed by-

( c) Messrs. McKay Massey Harris; 
(d) The BuTeau of Agricultural Economics. 

The index of depreciated capital values (Structures) 
for 1951-52 is then obtained as the total of-

2~% of the Jn·ice index number for 1912-3 
5 ·% of the -price. index number for 1913-4 
7!% of the price index number for 1914-5 

and so on up to 
100% of the price index Iiumber fol' 1951-52. 

Similarly the index of depreciated capital values 
(Structures) for 1952-53 is obtained as the total of-

2~% of the price index number fo1~ 1913-4 
5 % of the 'price index number for 1914-5 

and so on up to 
100% of the price index number for 1952-53, 

The calculation of the index of depreciated capital 
values for plant proceeds in the same way, except that 
here it was necessary to take, for 1951-2, e.g.-

10% of the price index number for 1942-3 
20%' of the price index number for 1943-4 

and so on up to 
100% of the price index number for 1951-2. 

The two Indexes of Depreciated Capital Values, cal
culated in the above fashion and reduced to 1951-2 
100, are, for recent years-

1949-50 
1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53 

Structures 
8n· 
92 

100 
110 

Plant 
81 
89 

100 
111 

In Jurie 1951 depreciation on structures was 34% of 
total depreciation with that on plant f01·ming the remain
ing 66 o/o. By June 1952, the depreciated capital value of 
structures had 1·isen by 7.0% and of plant by 11.3%. 

For the movement over the period 1st October, 1952, 
to 1st July, 1953, only !l:ths of the annual movements has 
been taken. The relative for that portion of the year is 
108.0. 

Interest on CaoitaL To obtain the movement in interest 
charges it was llecessary to calculate the change in the 
depreciated values and in. the interest rate. Trading bank 
overdraft interest rates Temained constant at 5% through
out the period of review. 

INDUSTRY FRUIT POOL FOR ALL MARKETS 
Differing opinions were expressed by Federal Council delegates regarding the proposal that an Industry pool 

be established for Dried Vine Fruits for both home and export markets. 

The Case for the Pool 

The operation of the pool system in the distribution, 
of proceeds from fixed price markets (Commonwealth, 
Canada, New Zealand) has proved most effective over 
the past years, and the U.K. market being also on an 
annual fixed price the poor system of distribution of 
pToceeds could not be faulted. With the return of the 
syStem of selling on the open market in the U.K. under 
the appraisement, Ol' any similar, system,. under which 
eadh individual Paclker receives the return for the 
sale of his particular fruit from Selling Agents it is felt 
that Growers may suffer a reduction in price in some 
instances. It must be l'ealised that with the return to 
this method of selling the .proceeds to be passed on to 
Growers will not be available until fruit is sold which 
wi1l mean that large ·early payments will not be made 
by Packers. Under the suggested pool system no altera
tion would be necessary to the selling system in the 
U.K., and Agents now operating would continue in the 
same manner with the exception that all proceeds of 
fruit sold by the Agents would be paid into a pool for 
diStribution to Packers on an exported tonnage basis. 
Where a Packer is entitled- to receive a premium for 
better quality or better conditioned fruit such premium 
could be passed to the Packer concerned. 

Mr. Ford-: In .1939, there was a co-operative pool, but 
unfortunately, the war came and the co-operative pool 
was wound up, but from the r-esult• of that pool in 1939, 
everything pointed to its success. If we did have an 
organisation where we had complete control of a single 
poOl, it could be of benefit to Growers, and that is the 
point we have got to g-et down to. Is it going to be a benefit 
t,o one particular packing company or to another particu
lar packing company to sell fruit in competition with 
one another or whether a return to a control is &"oing 
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to be better or not? That is what the Grower is 
interested in. Act•Ually, we don't want any co-operative 
or private Packer complaining about each other if they 
find that the pack isn't up to standard, and I take it 
that our standaTds to-day ar.e much higher than they 
were ·prior to war years. I feel that there is quite a 
"bit of meat" in this particular proposal. The working of 
it is something that has got to come in afteTwards. That 
is a mattei• of machinery. Competition, as far- as grades 
are concerned to-day, is not as it was in many years gon-e 
by. Our standards· have improved. Even to-day you have 
heard the discussion that has taken place on grade fixing. 
Those discussions never took place with the same v,erve as 
they were to-day, and it just proves that the Packers and 
Growers are definitely striving all the time to keep th.eir 
particular pack up to a maximum, and not drop it down 
to a very small minimum low pack as it was many 
years ago. 

Mr. O'Donnell: The Teason The A.D.F.A. was :formed 
was to- save the Growers from unrestrained competi
tion. As a life-long believer and supporter of co-operatives 
it seems that we have got enough competition in the 
British market without adding to it by intensifying com
petition between ourselves. As regards the question that 
some Packers are more expert than others, I think that 
is cancelled out by our excellent officers of the Commerce 
Department. All fruit, bef·ore it is allowed to be expol'ted, 
must be packed up to a certain standard, and I think 
the officers are efficient and honest. We know there are 
variations in regard to the difference between grades, 
but if the pack is not up to a certain prescribed quality 
it is not allowed to be exported. 

Regarding the fact that we have got complaints from 
overseas about foreign matter in Dried Fruit, I think 
we are all sufficiently well aware of it1 to admit that 
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those complaints could truthfully be applied to every 
pack that goes out of Australia. I think it is a matter 
for this Conference to support the principle for a pool 
for our sales on the British market. I know it will be 
difficult to work it out, but I think we should, if we 
possibly can, evolve some system where we will reduce 
the competition between various packs of Australian 
fruit on the British market. We have got to meet severe 
competition from fruit grown in other countries who 
have got a long start on us because of their lower costs 
of production. In addition, the advantage they have 
got is added to by subsidy from their own governments, 
and we have got enough handicap without having un
l'estrained competition amongst ourselves. From 1940 
up till this year, we have had this lack of competition, 
and I do not think that the standards of our pack have 
deteriorated. I have heard in recent weeks that our 
fruit is held in high regard in the United Kingdom, 
and yet all of that fruit was more or less in a pool. 
In spite of that pool I know the competition between 
the various packing houses in the Sunraysia area is as 
keen as ever, that the competition to win the fruit 
from one packing house to another goes on from day 
to day and from week to week, and I can see no 
signs of diminution. Rather than take the view that 
we cannot do anything about altering the position, 
we should support the principle and ask the Board 
of Management to go into the matter and see if it 
is possible to evolve a· system of pooling which will 
benefit the Austiralian grower and reduce the competi
tion betwen the various packs to the absolute minimum. 

Mr. Goodman: The proprietary Packers made out a 
very good case for non-pooling, but the pooling has 
very great advantages as well as disadvantages. I am 
inclined to think from past experience it is not• a ques
tion wholly of var.iations whiCh hav;e be-en received from 
fruit in{, the United Kingdom, but the time when the 
fruit has been unloaded on the market. I think at the 
present stage, apart from anything the others do, if 
w.e -can arrive at a pool we will be going a long way. 
It is not the fault of an individual ·Packer that fruit 
may be left over for a long time inc·urring big ware
house charges in London or English ports. If we can 
overcome that great disadvantage, I think we. will go a 
long way towards achieving what we set out to do. 

The. Case Against the Pool 

Mr. Malloch: The propounder of this scheme sug
gests that the proceeds of the sale of fruit in the 
United Kingdom be placed into a pool and distributed, 
and that premiams o·btained by t•he Paclcer be retained by 
the Packer. The whole basis of it is founded on what 
is termed the success of the pooling arrangement of a 
lar~?;e group of Packers in Co-operated Dried Fruits 
Sales in regard to marketing in the Commonwealth, in 
Canada and in New Zealand. Those three markets are 
diff-erent altogether from the United Kingdom. They 
are markets on which The A.D.F.A. and the EXport 
Control Bom·d respectively fix the price. In the 
Commonwealth we have a highly protected market and 
we have the whole of it to ourselves. During the last two 
years, we have had many complaints from Canada relat
ing to the cleanliness and the p1'esence of for-eign 
matter in Dried Fruits. And one can't see those com
plaints coming in by the score without _feeling a certain 
amount of concern. The packing companies concerned 
are not penalised in any way for the faults that develop 
in the processing of their fruit. It is a case in which 
the complaints are everybody's business and nobody's 
business. There is something missing, for if the buyer 
has got a fault to find, I say that it should be locat-ed to 
t!1e individual Packer and that he should be made to 
take the- handicap of it. 
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When Mr. Goodman came back from New Zealand, I 
listened to him make his report and he said there were 
buyers there who expressed concern that they could not 
nominate the ,pack of fruit that they wanted. What 
does that indicate? That there are some packs which 
are .consistently ,good and there ar-e other packs which 
are consistently poor, or the ,buyer wouldn't express 
an opmwn to that effect. Just as with Canada, nobody 
worries in the pool for everybody takes his shar-e of the 
market. The growm· takes his share, the buy.er takes 
his share. "That is yorir fruit. Take it or leave it!" 
That position has developed and I just wonder if, in 
principle, we are not losing something on the grounds 
of efficiency and economy. That is the :first phase. 
Now~ there is a second phase·, and it leads to the thought 
that. ther-e may be some Packers falling down on the 
job. I am not going to blame the heads of the packing 
companies, but I do feel that compared with pre-war 
years, there is not the attention to cleaning and blend
ing and grading of fruit that existed prior to 1939. I 
feel that applies to all packing companies. 

W•hile I feel that the principle of the motion can be 
applied, I feel that its whole objective will be lost if this 
pooling arrangement for the Commonwealth, Canada and 
New Zealand is 'extend-ed to the United Kingdom as 
well. The United Kingdom is a highly competitive 
market and on that market we have got to meet a great 
deal more competition than we meet in the Common
wealth, Canada or New Zealand. We have got to meet 
competition with fruit from California, South Africa, 
Crete, Greece, Turl:ey and possibly, in. the future, from 
Persia, and our pack has got to stand up to the competi
tion from those countries. It behoves us, therefore, with 
the conditions under which we labour to put up our fruit 
in the best possible way. The Packer has got to pay more 
attention to his fruit if he is going to get the best 
return for the Grower, but if there is going to be a 
pooling of all the proceeds and priority-paying out of 
the proceeds, I ask you what incentive is there for the 
Packer to pay attention to his pack? 

i -Now, we come to the selling side. If the Agents in 
the United Kingdom find that the proceeds go into the 
pool, is there going to be the incentive to get the· highest" 
possible price that they can get for their fruit. 1 think 
it takes away t-he incentive on the part of the Agent 
as well, so that pooling would be a retrograde step. 

Take the question of finances. Packers today are 
arranging their finances against the export of their fruit 
to the United Kingdom. Is a •bank going tra pay into a 
voluntary organisation which has no financial responsi
bility and no_ legal standing, the 80 per cent. advance 
drawn by the Agent? Are overseas buyers, for example 
in London, going to .advance against a shipment of 
fruit by paying that money into a· common pool? No! 

I believe in the principle of orderly marketing. I want 
to put that quit•e clearly to all the delegates, and I 
support the Control Boal'd in the principles and praf'tices 
set down for United Kingdom marketing. Every packing 
house is given a monthly quota of fruit that they can 
send to the United Ki-ngdom market. Fi-rstly, this will 
mean to the extent of eaeh quota no Pack-er will have 
the advantage over another by holding an undue pro
portion of fruit on that market, and secon_dly, it pro
tects the Industry for Agents would be up against stor
age charges in London of 2/- p-er ton, per week on 
fruit which can be heM in storage in Australia at no 
charge 1 except insurance. The second principle of A us
tralian marketing is that the London Agency of the 
Board will fix the minimum price for each crown 
grade of each fruit. Then a technical officer will fix 
from time to time, the int.ermediate price within th~ 
grade, and the g.rowe'l:' is protected in that matter. 
There you have the principles and practices which apply 
to United Kingdom marketing. Beyond t•hat, it is the 
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duty of the Agent to do the best he can, given those 
basic pt·inciples and practices to work on, and if he is 
a good Selling Agent, he will work it out. He will get 
the· price fixed by the Eofl,rd or a better price if he can 
get it for his fruit, and he should be abl8 to return better 
than average prices to his Packer and to the Grower. 
If he is an averag·e _Agent, he will be able to give an 
average retm'n, and if he is a poor Agent he will fall 
behind, and being ·behind in his sales, he will be force_d.
event.ually through loss of trade and/ or other circum
stances, to speed up his selling organisation, What we 
want is a system whereby there are keen, alive, alert 
salesmen in the London market, who endeavour to sell 
at a better pt·ice than the minimum price fixed by the 
Board in London, and who sell the maximum quant.ity 
of fruit they can. If the element of competition is can
celled out in this Industry, I would say that it would 
be the most retrograde step that it could posSibly take. 

The most important point is that the Board has fixed 
the minimum price at which any crown grade of fruit 
can be sold. It has .fixed the minimum price at which inter
mediate grades can be sold. The only ·competition that can 
enter into the United Kingdom market is upwards, and if 
you can tell me there is anything wrong in a position 
in which a Selling Agent has got the opportunity to 
get a premium for the Grower, I fail to see the reason. 
That is the only element of competition that is left in 
London; to get something for the Grower and to get 
his fruit sold as quickly as he can within the quota 
which he is allowed. Over 90 pe-r cent. of the Australian 
Dried Fruit in London is held in the hands of two 
Selling Agents. They are companies which work in the 
utmost harniony. 

Mr. Seary: While I am a firm believer in orderly mar
keting, I do want to say that I subscribe wholly to the 
work of the Export Control Board and _I contributed 
to the debate when we agreed that we would ration 
by quota, on a monthly basis, of exports to the United 
Kingdom. By doing that, you will see that the com
paratively small Packer cannot get to England more 
than his proper quota each month and he ·cannot incur 
this 2/- a week against his fruit,_ which, of course, is 
detrimental to his annual return. Ev-erywhere along 
the line in this well-ordered Industry of ours, the 
Grower, to me, seems to be amply protected, and I 
think we should have enough flexibility within our own 
set-up so that the Growers themselves can determine 
where they want to place their fruit. That is the final 
question, and it is wholly in the hands of each individual 
Grower to make up his mind. I say that if any section of 
the Industry wants to have a pool it is a private matter 
for themselves. If the co-operative system want a pool, 
that is their business. I have a staff under my supervisiOn 
that have got to put eve1·y ounce of energy they possibly 
can to make ours One of the best packs in the Industry. 
The others have got to do the same with selling. The Ex
port Board ·has no say whatsoever in the pack the 

importer is going to receive when he applies to that 
Board for fruit. It is left to the individual shippers. It 
has worked all right and it may be improved as time 
goes on. The New Zealand merchants are sent fruit 
through the Export Control Board. Those merchants are 
free speakers, they are individualists and commercial 
men, and they were invited to speak freely and they 
named the packs of fruit that they did not like. 

Mr. McGregor: For my own part, I look at it in 
this light-a Grower is told or instructed or coached 
in other ways to produce as good an artlcle as he can. 
If he· does not, I say he is not• doing his duty -as a Grower, 
either to himself or the Industry. The bette1· the fruit 
he produces, the better article he puts into his packing 
house. His next-door neighbour does not care -"two 
hoots," and he puts a poor article into the. next packing 
house. Well, one -packing house is going to hav-e a lower 
grac,le for a start. You know that some packing houses are 
managed more exp-ertly than others. One foreman may 
-be a master at his jo,b and another man not be as good. 
When you can get a little bit of ·rivall'y it is well to 
let them keep going. If you pool it, you take away 
that incentive for a man to do as good as another. I 
think what is good enough for the Grower will work 
with the Packers. If one packing house can make a 
littl-e bit better for the ben-efib of his Growers, let us 
keep that rivalry. Competition is the best thing you 
ev-eT had! 

A Final Review 
Mr. J. H. Gor"don: I think one of the main causes 

of fear about going on to the open market without 
some pooling of results is that some particular section of 
Growers will be left with fruit unsold, perhaps for 16 
or 20 :tnonths. Most of us do remember the years when 
c-e-rtain -companies were able to sell a· good proportion of 
their fruit before the northe1•n hemisphere fruit• came 
on the scene, but quite a lot of Growers ·came into the 
tail end of selling. I remember quite a few instances 
and I supPose many of you do, where the total results 
from the Unit·ed Kingdom to packing companies differed 
very appreciably, •and that was shown in the final sweat
box payment to Growers. I think Mr. Malloch touched on 
the scheme the Export Control Board has about regU
lating supplies to Agents, and I ·think that is going to 
give a good deal of protection against what a lot of us 
could see' would be a repetition of the pre-war results. 
From what I can gather from the discussion on this 
matter by our own Board it seems that the Export 
Board, by the action they are taking, will do away 
with that fear about certain sections being left at the 
tail-end of the fi-eld. 

No Action b}' Council 
Council decided not to establish an Industry pool for 

all markets, but it is understood that subse-quently co
operative packers have decided to adopt separate pools 
for Victoria and South Australia. 

APRICOT DRYING IN MOROCCO 
New Industry with 

I 
Export Possibilities May Come Into Being· in North Africa-Improved 

Provide Continuous Supply 
Methods Which 

(With acknowledgments to the "Commonwealth Proclucer," ]anum·y~Pebrum-y, 1954, issue.) 

We give below translated extracts from a lecture given 
at Meknes by Dr. R. Bousser, Professor of Technology 
at the Moroccan College of Agriculture, on the drying of 
Apricots which are being increasingly grown in Morocco. 
Acknowledgment is made to "Fruits d'Outre Mer.," in the 
October, 1953, issue of which the text of the lecture 
appeared. This is of interest to -producers in Australia 
and South Afr-ica as an indiCa:tion of the possibility of 
a new competitor appearing' on the scene. 
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In addition to about 300,000 trees in native gardens 
there are many important orchards owned by Europeans, 
covering an area of some 3000 hectares. The current 
yield of about 9500 tons of Apricots will be much ex
panded as the young orchards come into' full production ,; 
and the annual crop should soon be of the order of· 
15,000 tons. Present consumption of fTesh Apricots is 
about 5000 tons, and not more than 2500 tons are canned 
or made into jam. As there are no prospects of exporting 
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fr-esh Apricots owing to the fragility of the fruit the prob
lem facing producers is to find a new outlet. An immedi
ate possibility is to dry the fruit. 

Present world production of dried Apricots, mainly in 
.the United States, Iran, Australia, South Africa and 
Spain, is eStimated at 20,000 tons representing at least 
100,000 tons of fresh fruit. The United Kingdom alone, 
in spite of import restrictions, took 1700 tons of Dried 
Apricots in 1951 of which 1500 tons came from Iran. It 
is true that the consumption of Dried Ap1·icots has de
clined in recent years, having yielded place to the canned 
article, but that is nOt to say that there will not be a re
covery in the future. Dried Apricots have suffered from 
the fact that a slow browning takes place and this has 
bad the ·effeCt of making them less marketable some six 
months after drying has been completed. However, 
methods of drying have improved and to-day the Dried 
Apricot is able to 1·etain its aPpearance for a year and so 
p.i-ovide a continuoUs supply from one season to the next. 
Consequently, Dried Apricots may~ especially for family 
use, regain their former popularity especially as they are 
obtainable at a lower price. There is at the moment an 
opening for Dried Apricots which is far from negligible 
and should be studied by Moroccan producers. The pre
vailing price should give an ample margin to permit the 
dried fruit to compete in certain external markets and 
even induce increased consumption. Moroccans are very 

!lu6£icitlj 

fond of Dried Apricots and it would be worth while to offer 
them a better article than they can get at present locally; 
some Dried Apricots ·are actually imported from Cali
fornia and are sold retail a:t about 3/9 a lb. Professor 
Bousser emphasises the point that to achieve success with 
Apricot drying Moroccan growers must produce first 
quality fruit. By :Producing a high grade article they 
would develop new markets. The same equipment and 
methods could be used for vine fruit and figs. 

Samples shown by Professor Bousser at the last inter
national agricultural industries congress in Rome were 
admired by delegates from Iran, Iraq and Greece; some 
of these countries have sent official requests for particu
lars of the methods employed in their production. The 
results of the research and experiments carried out by 
the Moroccan Colleg-e of Agriculture in collabOl'ation with 
the Horticultural Service and its stations, particularly 
those at Marrakesh and Ain Taoujdat, are at the disposal 
of growers. The technical and practical information avail
able are concerned specially with natural drying of the 
fruit and are applicable to the majority of districts in 
Morocco. A~ong the coast and in humid zones the opera
tion is less simple but the problem can be solved by 
growers who will send their fruit to an adjacent ·drier 
area usually not more than 20 km. distant from the coast. 
Professor Bousser went -on to enumerate the conditions 
essential to successful fruit drying and the normal 
methods of work in the case .of Apricots, Figs and Grapes. 

1953 ACTIVITIES REPORTED TO 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 

Mr. R. M. Simes, Chairman of The A.D.F.A. Publicity Sub-Committee, presented t'D Federal Council 1953 on 
behalf c.1f the Board of Management, a full report of publicity activities for the past year, and gave an outline of 
the approaches to be made for the 1954 Season. After a short debate the rep•ort was adopted. The policy of the 
Board and the Sub-Co~miitee will accordingly be based on the approaches apprc..lved by Federal Council. 

The report, read by Mr. Simes, is quoted in full. 
PLAN OF APPROACH 

Campaign Planning. The first publicity period com
menced on the 1st August, 1952, and will end on 28th 
February, 1954, but sustained, full-scale advertising 
actually started in June, 1953. The first budget period, 
involving £31,000, therefore covers nineteen months, and 
its closure coincides with the end of the season. Future 
budgets will relate only to a full se~son. 

Before any activity has been undertaken it has been 
fully examin.ed and recommended by the Board's Pub
licity Sub-Committee, and has received the approval_ of 
the Board of Management. The campaign has been 
carried out on the broad lines as originally planned, and 
"it is felt that the principles then laid down were correctly 
assessed, and will be useful in future planning, 

Market Survey. Before activities were commenced a 
collsumer market survey on a scientific sampling method 
was carried out by an independent investigator. Over 
1000 interviews were conducted in Sydney· and Mel
bourne, interviewees being asked a long series of ques
tions. The findings of this survey formed the basis on 
which the campaign has been conducted in its initial 
period, and investigations since the survey, made by 
the Association's publicity representatives and its adver
tising agency, confirm the original findings. 

In making its recommendations, the Publicity Sub
Committee has, through the survey, been able to consider 
facts and not resort to speculation. Where aspects of 
publicity have been encountered not covered in the 
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survey or in past publicity activities, the experiences 
of various advertisers of other food products have been 
utilised through the co-operation of the advertising 
agency. 

Publicity Representatives. Two ,experienced travellers 
for personal retail contact in Victoria and New South 
Wales have been appointed to the publicity staff, 
and already a fair coverage of retailers has been 
achieved. A part-time appointment for Western Aus
tralia was· made in November, and the appointment of 
another full-time representative is planned early in 
the new year. 

Appointment of Advertising Ageqcy. The immense 
amount of mechanical and detail wOxk associated with 
a full advertising campaign' involves considerable cost, 
and to avoid employing full-time art and production staff, 
the Paton Advertising Service of Melbourne was 
appointed early in the campaign. The Agency, whose 
fees are regulated to ,a commission percentage on the 
value of advertisements inserted by the Association, 
works under the supervision of the Publicity Officer, and 
is giving good service at a relatively reasonable expense. 

The Competitive Element. Although nr'ied Vine Fruits 
have little, if any competition within the Commonwealth, 
the fact cannot be ignored that strong consumer resis
taRce exists in the form of indirect competition. 

One aspect is the reduced amount of home baking, 
due to the high prices for ingredients (eggs, butter, 
etc.), and to the fact that a larger proportion of married 
women are working to-day than before the war. Home 
cooking has tended to develop into the preparation of 
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easy-prepared dishes, and those· which are the least 
costly, such as sponge-cake mix, pudding mix, the non
cooked "minute-mix" sweets, and many other recently 
marketed products. The undoubted advantages to the 
housewife of these prepared mixes has enabled manu
facturers to develop a large market, and their sales 
have had some effect on the use of Dried Vine Fruits in 
the home. 

It has, therefore, always been borne in mind in run
ning the campaign and in framing advertisements and 
compiling literature, that the marketing of Currants, 
Sultanas and Seeded Raisins have to contend with such 
competition. 

Methods of Approach. The entire planning of the 
campaign has been to inteTest and encourage the house
wife in the use of Dried Vine :F'ruits, for she alone is 
the arbiter of what the domestic larder will hold, whether 
it be for home preparation of food dishes or through 
the purchase of manufactured products. 

Concentration has been, therefore, upon the two 
fundamental methods of direct advertising and 
approaches to the trade. The former has been based 
upon advertisements in women's magazines with support
ing neWspaper insertions and radio announcements, the 
latter upon direct point-9f-sale work. Both these chan
nels are deemed essential to the publicity effort; and 
neither can be properly effective unless conducted in 
conjunction, with the otheT. 

Women's magazines have been used because they have 
a direct appeal to the housewife, and enjoy a larger 
circulation than any other type of Australian publica
tion. To support them, and to provide the essential 
retail impulse aspect..t. space on the women's pages of 
selected metropolitan newspapers has been secured. 

To ensure the gTeatest continuous impact on the con
sumer through these basic channels, and within the 
budget limit, numerous less direct approaches have, 
necessarily, had to be rejected. It is considered that the 
principle of concentTating on those aspects of publicity 
which the survey has sh'own would be most effective 
must be maintained if the greatest value is to be 
secured from every pound spent. 

The 'publicity approach has been designed to impress 
on the cOnsumer: 

(a) the many u&es for Dried Vine Fruits; 
(b) their health and dietetic values; and 
(c) their purchasing economy as a concentrated food. 
In advocating greater and more varied Use, consider-

able concentration has been given to providing recipes 
by way of leaflets, cookery books and other literature. 
Pastrycooks, as well as the housewife, have been drawn 
into this field by the distribution of commercial recipes, 
and this is an approach which can be expanded with 
advantage. Health, diet and economy ·buying have 
formed the hasis of the appeal in all consumer adver
tisements. 

In all approaches to the consumer it has been con
sidered necessary to concentrate the publicity e~ort 
mainly on to the areas of dense population~the capital 
cities and the larger provincial towns. Thus it was 
decided to adopt the media· of women's magazines, daily 
newspapers of large circulation, and selecte'd radio 
stations to carry the advertising message. In brief, the 
most effective way of ensuring continuity of approach 
to the greatest mass market is through the media which 
have been adopted. 

Before selecting any of the foregoing media, their 
extent of distribution, circulation, home penetration, 
reader-appeal and editorial content have been carefully 
analysed, and no medium that did not provide direct 
market appeal was selected. 

Trade activities have embraced the use of publicity 
representatives to personally contact the retail trade, 
supported by trade journal advertising. Close liaison 
has been maintained with A.D.F.A. distributors. The 
degree of co-operation so far received is encouraging. 
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The retailer must be l'egarded as the essential link 
between the Industry and the housewife, and the 
approach to this channel, both by personal contact and 
trade advertising, has been mainly one of improving 
turnover and profit by the ·retailer increasing sales of 
Dried Vine. Fruits. By this means the retailer becomes 
a ready salesman to the housewife, whose interest has 
simultaneously been sought through national advertising. 

Retailers are, therefore, becoming aware of the power
ful backing they are receiving through national adver
tising promotion, and are receiving showcards, leaflets 
and other material to support their own selling efforts. 
Through them also literature is passed to the housewife
consumer. 

Through the personal contact method, publicity repre~ 
sentatives also secure and submit to Head Office valuable 
information concerning retailer attitudes to Dried Vine 
Fruits and sales and consumer trends. These permit 
ready variations in approach whenever deemed advisable. 

Approach to the wholes-ale distributor has been on a 
broader basis, for it has been, and is, bound up in the 
general marketing policy of the Association, and has 
resulted in numerous discussions with the Distributors' 
Ass9ciations by the Board. Without exception, the dis
tributors have assured The A.D.F.A. of their full sup
port in promoting the sales of Dried Vine Fruits, and 
already their services have been utilised in the distri
bution of publicity literature. This arrangement will 
continue. At all times both the distributing. and manu
facturing trades have been kept informed of develop
ments of the campaign and encouraged to utilise it to 
their own and the Industry's advantage. 

·Public Relations. In addition to the activities of 
direct consumer approach, there has been supporting 
public relations work, in which magazines-, newspapers, 
radio statio'ns, trade journals and other media have been 
given information c,ancerning the Industry, its products 
and its methods of publicity. In many instances the 
material provided has been published. This has been 
particularly evident in trade journals and women's 
magazines. The opportunity has been taken to support 
various cookery demonstrations, provide advertisements 
on the back of menu cards in hotels in producing areas, 
and conduct, or assist in the conduct of, exhibits at 
Royal Shows. In addition, exhibits are being arranged 
for showcases recently acquired from the Dried Fruits 
Publicity Committee. 

By presenting Dried Fruits from an Industry basis it 
is possible to enlist support that would not be forth
coming for any proprietary line. 

SPECIFIC APPROACHES. 
In elaboration of the foregoing general survey, the 

following specific approaches already made may prove 
of interest. 

National Recipe Competition. The object of this 
competition was to highlight the advertising planned 
for the magazines and newspapers with some outstand
ing project which would attract consumers' attention 
to the use of Dried Vine Fruits. That the recipe com
petition achieved an unusual degree of response may 
be gauged by the fact that 37,000 separate entries 
containing 88,000 recipes were received~a record for 
a competition of this kind. The competition was pur~ 
posely simple in its design, so as to attract the widest 
possible field, the only basic rule laid down being that 
each recipe must contain "Currants or Sultanas or Seeded 
Raisins or any combination of them, including Mixed 
Fruits." 

Although the largest proportion of entries came into 
the fruit cake and pudding classes, indicating that the 
majority of housewives think largely in terms of such 
uses, there were quite a number of recipes which showed 
that a section of entrants favoured uses which could well 
be popularised; In all, it is obvious that a wide field 
of educating housewives to think more often in terms 
of the everyday use of Dried Vine Fruits lies ahead. 

The results of the competition are being fully 
exploited. Already a Cookery Book containing the many 
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prize-winning recipes is being published, and will replace 
the present cookery book compiled by the Dried Fruits 
Publicitv Committee when stocks are exhausted. Top
award dishes are being used in advertisements, and 
useful public relati<;ms material has been, and will 
continue to be, issued. 

Magazine and press advertising included four colour 
pages in national women's magazines having a combined 
weekly circulation of more than ;1,000,000 copies. The 
first of these advertisements emphasised the use of 
recipes; the second combined recipes with the health 
and economy advantages. 

The fourth advertisement announced r the publication 
of the new f.._.D.F.A. cOokery hook, "Family Fare," and 
an overwhelming response for copies has been receiVed. 

The proportions of city and country distribution of 
the magazines and newspapers selected are almost 
exactly in the same proportions as city and country popu
lations, so that the most advantageous and widest cover
age has been achieved at the least cost. 

Radio. Advertising. This medium is not.' the - most 
suitable for Dried Vin_e F1·uits sales promotion, for 
the greatest impact is through the visual approach. How
ever, radio gives a constant background of remil').ders, 
and appropriate ((scatters" of the general health storv 
have been used in all States. 

Retailer Contact. The publicity representatives, in 
addition to the personal approach, distribute point-of
sale display material, g·ive-away literature and other 
equipment for retailer use. Their task is to acquainL 
the retailer with the general background of A.D.F.A. 
publicity point out ways of better me1~chandising of 
Dried Fruits (as well as its satisfactory profit margins 
and other favourable facts), and secure specific co-opera
tion in the distribution of literature and display of the 
products. The use of the Teta:iler, with his direct contact 
with the consumer, is so important as to be self-evident. 
Thus, in addition to rece_iviU:g advertising material 
through the representatives, the retailer may obtain it 
through trade journals, and on direct demand. A.D.F.A. 
distributors, through their travellers, will continue to 
help in distribution. 

It is felt that the means of distribution stated above 
will ensure the auickest, widest and most effectiv:e 
coverage possible. 

The overwhelming majority of retailers· interviewed 
are sympathetic to the campaign and will co-operate, 
but will do little on their own initiative to actively 
promote sales. They cannot be relied upon for any 
continuity of effort unless strong1v supported by per
sonal contact and by effective press advertising. The 
most effective means of maintaining retailer interest 
is to emphasise the excellent profit margin in Dried Vine 
Fruits and the general publicity approaches being made 
to the consumer. By this means it may be possible to 
slowly convert the retailer from a mere "supplier" to 
an active Hseller." 

Work in Country Centres, Retail calls in country 
centres have been conducted in Victoria, South Australia 
and New South Wales, where our representatives have 
visited the provincial cities of Geelong, Ballarat, .Wann
ambool, Colac, Mount Gambier, Murray Bridge, Albury, 
Henty, Wagga and Goulburn, and the larger towns in 
their vicinity. An even greater volume of country calls 
is proposed for next year. Additionally, much material 
has been issued for displays in country centres, and 
advertising media with extensive country coverag'e have 
been selected. 

Trade Journals.-Advertising used has been to acquaint 
the trade with the general sales promotion campaign and 
with wholesale prices. Careful surveys by the publicity 
representatives have shown that retailer readership of 
trade journals is not high, so that they cannot be relied 
upon as a hig·hly effective medium unless supported 
through other ·channels. 

Shows. Exhibits at Royal Shows were one of the 
functions of the Dried Fruits Publicity Committee, and 
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on its disbandment your Eoard agreed to continu_e such 
exhibits, as it was recognised that these shows possess 
considerable educational appeal and provide a means of 
distributing direct to the consumer suitable literature 
concerning the manY uses of Dried Fruits. Activity has 
been as follows:~ 

Adelaide. This was an Association exhibit held in Sep
tember, 1953. Displays of Dried Vine- and Tree 
Fruits and Prunes were made. The exhibit, 
though reasonably attractive, could have been 
more so if longer time had been available for its 
preparation, but it had to be prepared at short 
notice. 

Melboul'ne. Also held in September, 1953, this exhibit 
was conducted by the Victorian Department of 
Agriculture, and assistance was given by the 
Association in providing fruit and literature. 
The courtesy of the Department in allowing space 
for the display of Dried Fruits is appreciated, 
and has been suitably acknowledged. 

Perth. The exhibit was conducted in September
October last, by the Western Australian packing 
houses. At short notice, showcards, literature 
and other display material were sent from Mel
bourne, 

Sydney. The 1954 Show will be :the first to occur 
since The A.D.F.A. assumed responsibility for 
these events. The site has been acquired from 
the Dried Fruits Publicity Committee, and it is 
planned that the exhibit will display Dried Vine 
and Tree Fruits and Prunes, Appropriate lite
rature will be distributed. 

Country Shows. In view of the heavy cost which 
. would be incurred if the .Association were called on to 
stage exhibits, even if they were restricted to producing 
areas, the Board decided that district packing houses 
should be requested to carry out the displays, and that 
literature and other material would be provided by The 
A.D.F.A. This arrang~ment, where adopted, appears to 
have worked successfully. 

Showcases and Displays. Showcases at the Flindefs 
Street Railway Station and the Housewive~' Association, 
Melbourne, formerly rented by the Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committee, have been transferred to The A.D.F.A. 
Material has been made ~vailable for special displays, 
such as "Made in Australia" weeks. Due attention is 
being paid to suitable displays in such locations as 
tourist bureaux, trade schools and other public places. 

Liaison with Growers. In the early stages of the cam
paign it was considered desirable to acquaint growers 
as much: as possible with developments, and this was 
achieved through the "News" .and by direct circularisa
tion of information to District Councils, Branches and 
Federal Council Delegates.- As the. campaign is :now 
running smoothly on defined lines, progress will be 
reported only through the ((News" in future. 

General Comment. When it is recollected that the 
campaign has been running only since June of this year, 
it is considered that a g'ood start has been made in 
acquainting the consumer with the sales message relat
ing to Currants, Sultanas and Seeded ·Raisins, but after 
some five and a half months it would not be possible 
to g'auge results with any accuracy. The best that can 
be said is that- the co-operation already given by all 
sections of the trade, the success of the recipe compe
tition and the heavy demand for the new cookery book 
augurs well for future developments. 

APPROACHES FOR NEXT SEASON. 
With the experience gained to date consideration 

has been given as to the conduct of the campaign for 
next season, and the following general outline is given. 
It may be said that on a broad basis activities will follow 
those of this season. 

Special Promotions. It is not considered that a com
petition of similar promotion to the consumer is required 
for the coming year, but rather that the present scheme 
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of advertising should be strengthened. This allows the 
fullest _possible continuity in presentation of a straight 
selling message, and does not divert_ the allocation of 
large sums to associated spheres. For the coming period 
it,, is felt that the basiC advantages of the products 
shOuld be consistently presented, so that, as the campaign 
progresses, these will acquire an unconscious acceptance 
in the minds of the consumer. 

It is felt, however, that an attempt should be made 
to ally some form of promotion directly with sales, and 
it is proposed to carry out a sales incentive competition 
among retailers next May and June. The competition 
would be based on the percentage increase of purchases 
made over the same period of 1953. The contest would 
be _nation-wide, with prizes (amounting in all to £215) 
for the Commonwealth and for each State. It is not 
anticipated that entries on the scale of the recipe com
petition will be achieved, but the contest can be advan
tageously used to gain added retaner-_interest in Dried 
Vine Fruits. 

Surveys made by the publicity representatives amongst 
retailers showed a greater- interest in such a contest 
than one for window dressing, for the retail grocer has 
neither the time nor the opportunity to devote much 
effort to any competition requiring an investment of 
trouble Or labour. The trade incentive competition has 
the advantage of improving business for the retailer by 
increasing Dried Vine Fruits sales. 

National Advertising. It is considered that the media 
selected and approved for the first year's campaign are 
the correct ones, for surveys show that their high degree 
of coverage cannot be improved, particularly for a food 
product. Some alteration in sizes of newspaper adver
tisements will be made to derive- more frequent inser
tions within the budget allocation. There is also the 
advantage of continuity. 

Advertisements, due to appear alike in women's maga
zines and on the women's pages of metropolitan dailies, 
will bring out specific health aspects of the product, 
The basic 'approach of the national advertising· will be 
a combination of these dietetic attributes, and the fact 
that Dried Vine Fruits are a concentrated food of high 
quality l'epresenting full value· for price. 

Publicity Repres~ntatives. This work is valuable, par
ticularly in securing goodwill and co-operation in impart
ing first-hand information and in gaining first-hand reac
tions. The cost of maintaining· a publicity representa
tive is in excess of £1000 per year, but the Board intend, 
in view of -the distinct advantages of direct contact, to 
appoint a third full-time representative. Based on the 
scheduling of visits this year, a definite plan of cover
age can now be prepared,,- and the appointment of 
another representative will enable more frequent cover
age in areas already visited and the extension of visits 
to areas not already touched or touched very slightly. 

Trade Journals. As readership by retailers is low, on 
average, not higher than 25 o/o, it is proposed to reduce 
the sum spent in trade journals, though, of course, they 
will still be used to promote competitions, announce 
wholesale prices, and provide generally useful informa
tion to retaileTs. 

Liaison with A.D.F.A. Distributors. Details of CUT
rent and projected adveTtising and other activities will 
continue to be pro_Vided, and a helpful tie-in will be 
arranged through the trade incentive competition, for 
it is planned that one channel of distribution of entry 
forms will be through the wholesale merchants. 

Printed Matter. A new Cookery Book, entitled "Family 
Fare," embodying competition prize-winning recipes, is 
in course -of preparation, and its cost has been covered 
in the 1953 Season budget. Very heavy coupo.n response 
from advertisements in women's magazines is being 
experienced, and retail activities will, undoubtedly, be 
extensive, so that it may be necessary to print a second 
editdon later. 

The continuous supply of suitable recipe leaflets to 
housewives through their grocers is of value, and it is 
proposed to combine them with a voucher coupon entit-
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ling the recipient to a free Cookery Book on application 
to Head OffiCe. This voucher would be labelled "special 
offer," and would be suitable for retailers to use· as a 
sales promotion factor by offering a free Cookery Book 
with each 1 lb. of fruit purchased. 

An attractive window-cum-counter .display card for 
retailer use has been designed and is now being printed. 
Should further supplies be necessary, it may mean a new 
design or a reprint of the existing card. This materl_al, 
with the Cookery Book, will cover a large part of the 
budgetted cost for printed matter. 

Simple trade brochures carrying hints for better dis
play and merchandising and incorporating the general 
selling-story for passing on to customers will be dis
tributed to retailers through the wholesale merchants 
and the publicity representatives. This material is con
sidered especially desirable in view of the poor readership 
of the trade. journals. 

Baking Industry. Utilisation of manufacturers of 
bakers' and pastrycooks' products, such as margarine 
and cooking oils, to distribute commercial recipes has 
been achieved during. this year, and it is planned to 
extend this avenue during 1954. This method of dis
tribution has the advantage that the literature receives 
the support of the manufacturers' travellers, and the 
material takes on a new significance. 

Public Relations. It is necessary to continUe publicis
ing Dried Vine Fruits through all available channels, an 
important aspect being provision of interesting back
ground information and specific "usage" facts to a wide 
field of publications. Radio contacts will also be made. 
These activities, though not costly, are of considerable 
value as a means of indirect support fo the work of 
advertising and retailer approach. 

Shows. The present policy of undertaking full-scale 
activities with capital city Royal Shows and of provid
ing material for country shows will be continued. It is 
felt that it is necessary to the general prestige and 
standing of the Industry that it should be repl'esented 
at such events, but their contribution to an increased 
demand for fruit is open to doubt. This view is gen
erally shared by most show exhibitors (other than 
specialised displays), who carry displays mainly for 
prestige and as a means of indirect advertising. 

Special Displays. It is felt that indiscriminate 
retail window displays should not be included in the 
campaign, but the present method of providing display 
material to retailers will be continued. Within the limit 
of the- funds available the present method permits a 
wider retail coverage, and allows individual retailers, or 
distributors with proprietary uroducts, to undertake such 
displays themselves. Displays will be maintained in the 
showcases taken over from the Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committee. 

Educational Work "Dried Fruits in Australia" has 
proved a suitable book for project work, telling, as it 
does, the Ind'ustry story in a concise way. This, with 
certain material made available by the Dried Fruits 
Publicity Committee, will continue to be mailed to all 
students seeking illformation on the Industry. 

DISCUSSION 
Packaging 

Two aspects were raised; one as to whether thought 
had been' given to providing paper bags with bulk fruit so · 
that grocers, in weighing up fruit, could use a standard
ised package design; the second was the progress in 
packaging fruit before delivery to retailers. 

In respect to the first enquiry, Mr. Simes said that the 
matter had been considered, but the main trouble about 
a scheme of that nature was that in providing bags with 
The A.D.F.A. brand on them we would be assuming re
sponsibility for the contents. As there would be no super
vision over what grade of fruit went intO the bags the 
Sub-Committee -on that score thought it unwise to promote 
it. 
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Concerning the second aspect, Mr. J. H. Gordon said, 
"We made a study of that before the survey started. The 
survey established that the public and the trade are 
equally divided on whether they want-their fruit over" the 
counter as bulk fruit in brown paper bags or whether 
tb.ey want it in cartons at the added price. The trade 
were divided and the public we:ve divided. The .original 
survey on which the campaign was based showed a division 
of opinion between the trade and consumers whether they 
have it in bulk or in cartons." 

Mr. WARD: "As you probably know, I am very in
tel'ested in packaging, and just this yeal' we put in a 
machine for packeting Currants and Sultanas into car
tons. W'e can more than cope with the present demand 
with this machine. Perhaps delegates should realise 
that possibly 50 per cent. of the Currant and Sultana 
tl·ade goes to manufacturers who are not interested in 
packaging. To my mind, this is mainly a problem of 
educating the housewife to get clean Currants. We 
clean and wash them before they go into the carton, 
and they are properly fumigated. We impress on the 
housewife the fact that by putting it in a packet she 
gets the fruit in better condition than when in a brown 
paper bag. In addition, you have also to keep your 
costs. down, which is vital in selling packeted fruit. 
The present differential as it operates to-day will be 
reduced this -year because of the mechanical means of 
packaging we ·have installed. I can say that then~- has 
been no inability or refusal on our part to accept and 
deliver in reasonable time any ord•ers that have com-e 
through from the trade for packaged frUit. I think the 
margin for packetillg will he reduced, and I think 
that will result in an increased sale for packeted fruit. 

"The differential over the bulk price is 4d. per bag. 
That seems very high, but unfortunately an ·empty carton 
with a line1· is 2d. to~day. You have got to keep your 

castings pretty. fine, but I am hopeful we will take at 
least ld. off next year and the following year still more. 
We want to get the differential over bulk down to 2d. 
at least." 

Follow~up Contacts 
In reply to an enquiry as to whether The A.D.F.A. 

representatives maintained contact with retailers alr-eady 
visited, it was explained that this was carried out by 
selected telephone calls. Specific ·enquiries were always 
made as to whether sales had improved and whether The 
A.D.F.A. could assisf in any way to help further sales. 

Manufacturers 
A question was asked as to what approaches had been 

made to manufacturers to use larger quantities -of fruit in 
mincemeat mixtures and 'in developing other Dried Fruit 
lines. The General Secretary· explained that in line 
with the issue of recipes to consumers, either direct 
or through the retail channels, commercial recipes have 
•been prepared. We took the quite r.ealistic attitude in. 
r·egard to the manufacturer, that the only reason why 
he uses Dried Fruits is one of profit to himself. He is 
making products to sell and malr.e a profit out of them, 
and our approach to the manufaCturer has be~n one of 
cold profit. The· Publicity Officer contacted the Angliss. 
.School of Cooking in Melbourne, a cookery training 
school for commercial pastrycooks and bakers, and in 
collaboration with the executive cel'tain Tecipes on a 
commercial basis were prepared. Those recipes were 
not only distributed throughout the trade, but they were 
also printed in various catering journals. At the same 
time, the Publicity Offieer contacted various types of 
firms -supplying basic ingredients to manufacturers, such 
as margarine, edible oils, and so on; they have been 
supplied with these recipes and are being distributed by 
the travellers of those suppliers." 

1954 CAMPAIGN TO COST £32,300 
Council approved the continuance of the publicity cam

paign at a cost of •£32,300 for Season 1954, Funds will 
be obtained by a 7/- per ton contribution from growers 
and a 3d. per ton contribution by Selling Agents. 

TREE FRUITS AND PRUNES ADVERTISING 
As Federal Council 1953 had asked the Publicity Sub

Committee to investigate the possibilities of includi:rig 
aU or some of the varieties of Tree Fruits in The A.D.F.A, 
publicity campaign, the Tree Fruits Committee were 
asked for their views. After considering the extent of 
the present consumer demand in relation to availability 
of Tree Fruits supplies it- was felt that expenditure on 
publicity was not warranted, at least for Season 1954. 
FurthermOl'e, with a fair proportion of Tree Fruits ·OUt
side The A.D.F.A. it was apparent that any publicity 
fiminced by A.D.F.A. growers would equally bene;fit non-
· Association interests so that on the basis of net returns 
from proceeds of sales A.D.F.A. growers would be worse 
off financially. 

While it was conceded that there might be some need 
for publicising Prunes now that ample supplies seemed 
available, it would not be possible to control publicity sO 
that A.D.F .A. growers benefited exclusively. 

Prunes 
In accepting- the Tree Fruits Committee's views, the 

Publicity Sub-Committee recommended that enquiries 

Should be made to advertise Prunes in a limited way, and 
it was agreed that the Publicity Officer should prepare a 
design for a counter unit as the best means of improving 
retail sales. It was stipulated that the counter unit should 
specifically refer to A.D.F.A. brands of Prunes and should 
be so designed that it could not be used for- non-Associa
tion brands. Quotes are being called for the supply of 
2500-5000 units. The overall cost including distribution 
and contact by the l'etail representatives is to be esti
mated and conveyed to Prune growers, and if approved 
the contributions are to be paid by growers in proportion 
to their tonnages. 

While the foregoing plans are developing, limited 
stocks of Prunes showcards and special stickers which 
were made available by the old Publicity Committee have 
been distributed. All the show cards (a strutted card 
measuring 10 in. x 8 in.) have been sent to Sydney, and 
some 1500 stickers have been equally distributed to The 
A.D.F.A. contact representatives for display use in 
retailers' stores. 

RETAIL CONTACTS 
Mr. Burgdorf (Victorian representative) and Ml'. 

Geake (N.S.W. representative) have pressed on with the 
work of contacting retailers, grocers, delicatessens and 
mixed bu'sinesses. The first series of visits has been _com
pleted in Melbourne, and districts will now be- revisited 
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but new retailers will be contacted. The Sydney suburbs 
are gradually being c-oveTed. 

Country centres have not been negl-ected, and Mr. 
Burgdorf has already paid visits to a Iarg.e number of 
Victorian towns adjacent to Melbourne. Mr. Gea·ke, on a 
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visit to Head Office, made contacts down the eastern side 
of New South Wales and Victoria, returning through 
central Victoria, and the Riverina and north of the 
Riverina in New South Wales. 

Northern New South Wales and southern Riverina have 
yet to be visited, but the policy of making as many visits 
in the areas of dense population is being adhered to. In 
promoting l'epresentation in the populous areas lies the 
secret of publicising Dried Fruits to the best advantage 
as rapidly as possible, 

Third Representative Appointed 
From the middle of March, Mr. L. F. Sloggett joined 

The A.D.F.A. staff. Mr. Sloggett is 23 years of age and 
has had fair experience in retail sales of Dried F1·uits. 
After completing his apprenticeship with a large, chain 
store Ol'ganisation in Victoria he was employed in a sub
urban grocery, rising to the position of Senior Assistant. 
He has had· experience in window display work. 

Following on a period of training in retailer approach 
by Mr. Burgdorf, Mr. Sloggett proceeded to Sydney to 
assist Mr. Geake with the Easter <Royal Show, and in 
visiting Sydney retailers. 

Mr. Sloggett's work will be principally in the country 
and in Adelaide. He' will also cover TaSmania. H-e will be 
responsible for conducting exhibits at Royal Shows in the 
main capital cities. 

To provide adequate transport, a "Morris Cowley" 
panel van has been purchased. The van has been equipped 
with shelves for taking advertising material. 

,Reports on Visits 
Mr. Burgdorf has now made over 1500 visits and Mr. 

Geake more than 1200 contacts. Visits average nearly 40 

per w-eek for each representative. In Wes.tern Australia 
visits have not been followed up pending arrival of 
advertising and display material from Head Office, but as 
this is now available, regular visits one day each week 
will be made. 

The reports from Victoria and New South Wales are 
briefly summarised. 

Victoria: Inc1•eased sales have been reported, althoug·h 
this time of the year is considered to be slow. Retailers' 
stocks, generally, are small, as new season's fruit is 
awaited. However, no retailer was out of stock. Display 
and other advertising material is being readily accepted 
and used. A special display unit is being loaned to grocers, 
who are eager to use it. 

New South Wales: Due to the time of the year both 
Seeded Raisins and Currants are selling slowly, but S'ul
tanas and Mixed Fruits sell consistently. Retailers look 
on these latter products as "round-the-year" sellers. 
Stocks are small due to early arrival of 1954 fruit, but 
again no retailers were without supplies. Health food 
stores report good February and March saies. Display 
material is being taken gladly. 

Display Material 
Retailers will receive, through distribution ·by repre

sentatives, 12,500 strutted showcards, and 5000 display 
units (each with showcards) for counter use. 500,000 
special voucher fonns for distribution by retailers to 
customers entitling applicants to a free copy of the new 
cookery book, "Family Fare," wiU soon be issued. A 
transfer for fixing to retailers' windows is now being 
designed. It is proposed to make an initial issue of up to 
5000. 

PRESS AND RADIO ADVERTISING 
New Approach Examined by Publicity Committee 

Consideration has heen given to a proposal of the 
Paton Adver6sing Service Pty. Ltd. to adopt a new 
approach for Season 1954 utilising: 

(i) a cartoon character as the focal point in all 
advertising approaches to the consumer; 

(ii) newspapers only as the national coverage medium; 
(iii) the budget appropriati.on so that continuity 

throughout 44 weeks of the year would be 
achieved in all newspapers selected on the basis 
of-
(a) an insertion each week; and 
(b) advertisements which would arouse the in

terest of all classes of consumers. 

Paton's Proposed Approach 
In . submitting their proposal the advertising agency 

reported as follows: 
"Looking back on the 1953 cmn,paign, it is considered 

that the introductory Recipe Competition made a very 
good impression on a large number of Australian house
wives; but subsequent publicity was somewhat spasmodic 
and varied in theme. 

"For 1954, there are two alternative approaches avail
able to the A.D.F.A.: 

(a) The use of a seasonal Campaign developed along 
the lines of the budget already supplied. 

(b) A campaign of small advertisements appearing 
weekly for as much of the year as possible, aimed 
at making the general public of Australian 'raisin 
,minded.'· 

"To illustrate what can be done under alternative (b) 
a new campaign designated 'Campaign X' has therefore 
been designed on the following premises: 
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(a) A.D.F.A. publicity must cover most of the Aus
tralia market. Any lesser target is not appropriate 
for a whole industry, such as A.D.F.A. repre
sents. 

(b) To be effective, pub,Ucity must be continuous. 
(c) To c-oVer most of the AUstralian market and to 

provide weekly continuity with an appropriation of 
£15,000 per annum, means that only 6 in. x 2 
column spaces in good preferred positions can be 
purchased once a week for ten months in the most 
important metropolitan dailies in all States. 

(d) Because of the small size of· the advertisements, 
cartoon type illustrations and messages are neces
sary to attract the attention of all types m the 
community. 

(e) By pressing home one basic thought for the whole 
year, real progress should be made in stimulating 
public interest in the use and consumption of 
Dried Fruits, In this way, a sound foundation 
will be laid for the campaigns of subsequent 
years." 

After examining statistics of home penetration f~r 
daily newspapers and women's magazines, relative costs 
of various media, and the views of the Publicity Officer 
and the Paton Advertising SerVice (Mr. L. Reason, a 
director, being present at the meeting), the Sub-Com
mittee were reluctant to alter the approach as already 
presented to, and approved by, Federal Council 1953, 
but agreed that the cartoon approach should be included 
in all advertisements, with possible support through show
cards and point of sale material. 

The Board approved the Sub-Committee-'s recom
mendations: 
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(i) That a carton character be incorporated in all 
appropriate forms of advertising. 

(H) That the media of those newspapers, women's 
magazines and radio stations, as originally 
selected and app1•oved for the 1954 campaign, be 
used. 

(iii) That as far as the use of the cartoon approach 
would permit the sizes of advertisements to ac':' 
cord with those laid down in the schedule approved 
by Federal Council. 

(iv) That the message of advertisements be on the 
lines of the 1953 cainpaign (i.e., recipes, new uses, 
health, etc.), but that the layout, design and text 
of advertisements be varied so as to introduce the 
cartoon character. 

The combination of the novel approaches submitted by 
the advertising agency with the use of newspaper, _maga
zine and radio media as approved by Federal Council 
will, it is anticipated, provide a good campaign, because 
it will give maximum continuity-44 weeks out of 52 
covered; reasonable monotone spaces; best use of the 
impact of colour; concentration upon a regular market; 
minimum amount of wastage through duplication; most 
direct possible application of advertising funds; and full 
continuity with efforts in the past budget period. 

The agency is now setting up a complete schedule for 
the whole year of the proposed forms of approach, and 
are considering a theme for the radio which will strongly 
support press advertbing. 

RECIPES 
The new cookery book, 41Family Fare" is still being 

asked for, although 40,000 copies have been issued.· 
Leaflets for free distribution at the Sydney Royal Show 
and the proposed voucher form for use by retailers will 
maintain the demand. The new cookery book has proved 
most popular, but there are many homes which do not 
possess a copy. 

In view of the already heavy demand and the plans 
formulated for Season 1954 to increase the popularity of 
the publication the General Secretary has informed the 
Sub-Committee that although the 1954 budget -did- not 
allow for a reprint, as it was considered at the time that 

stocks of the first edition would be adequate, it .might be 
necessary before March 1955 to expend funds on a 
second edition. As a result some variation i;n budgetted 
expenses for 1954 might be necessary later on to ensm'e 
that funds would be available for a reprint. 

Fallowing an arrang·ement made with the Emily Mac
pherson College of Domestic Science, two senior diploma 
cookery students have selected some 200 suitable recipes 
from 20,000 submissions for last year's recipe competi
tion. These, and more to be selected, will be issued 
regularly to selected metropolitan and country news
papers, women's magazines, radio stations and other 
suitable- media. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
The following talk was given by the General Secretary 

for the A.B.C. HNews Review" on 24th February. 
' "Now that the picking has commenced for the 1954 

harVest of Dried Vine Fruits, growers throughout the 
producing areas are keeping an anxious eye on the 
weather, for dry, warm conditions are ess(}ntial if the 
crop is to be gathered without serious loss. Subject to 
good weather conditions a normal crop of 80,000 tons of 
Dried Vine Fruits should be harvested. The harvesting 
period extends from February to April. 

"Pickers, many with their fall).ilies, come from all 
parts of the Commonwealth, and already a large :number 
have arrived in the Sunraysia and Nyah-Woorinen dis
tricts of Victoria and New South Wales, and in the pro
ducing areas of South Australia. Many pickers treat 
their work as a well-paid holiday. 

"Cunants are now being picked, and when they have 
been dried and delivered to the packing houses picking 
will start on Sultanas. Finally the Lexia crop will be 
gatheTed. 

After dTying, ·the fruit is delivered to modern pack
ing houses where after thorough cleaning, grading and 
automatic packing it is despatched to the cities, towns 
and the outback of Australia, and shipped to the United 
Kingdom, Canada, New Zealand, Ceylon, British West 
Indies and elsewhere. 

"The production of Australian Dried Fruits is a great 
national industry valued at £8 to £10 millions each· year. 

Of this some £6'~ millions, about 75 per cent. of the crop, 
is- exported, so that the Industry· is a valuable contributor 
to the export trade balance. 

HAs a concentrated food, Dried Fruits are unsurpassed, 
for in addition to a lovely flavour they provide unbounded 
energy and health, containing vitamins, iron and pure 
grape sugar which does not cause tooth decay. 

"This year there is a particularly happy atmosphere 
in the Industry for· Her Majesty the Queen and His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh are visiting Mil
dura and Renmark on 25th March, which is right in the 
middle of th-e picking season. At the great soldier settle
ment of Red Cliffs Her Majesty w:ill be presented with a 
gift of Dried Vine Fruits for her ·English charities. 

"So, while the Industry always looks for ideal weather 
to harvest the crop, this- year particularly every grower 
and his wife and his family hope for bright sunshine and 
blue skies, so that the glorious sight of thousands of acres 
of heavily leafed vineyards will provide an unusual and 
memorable welcome to the Royal couple." 

DRIED FRUITS PUBLICITY 
COMMITTEE 

All assets now having been realised, distribution of the 
suTplus has been made. The A.D.F.A. received, as its 
proportion, £80. 

CANADIAN PUBLICITY MOOTED 
The Export Control Board is planning a publicity 

drive in Canada to meet the intense Californian competi
tion. Reports have been received that some Ca1ifoTnian 
sellers have criticised the ·quality of Australian fr:uit. 
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Soon Mr. C. J. Ward, Geri"eral Manager of Co-Operated 
Dried Fruits Sales- Pty. Ltd., will visit Canada to confel' 
with buy·ers in the Dominion. 
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SHOWS AND DISPLAYS 
Sydney Royal Show: .An exhibit has been prepared 

in the Industrial Hall, the layout being slightly different 
from previous displays. A new animated unit will be 
an attraction, but the biggest source .of interest will be 
the replicas of the gift caskets to the Royal Children. 
Emphasis has been given to the new cookery book 

? Melbcbrne: New displays have been installed in the 
Tailway showcases. One showcase gave a loyal message 
to Her Majesty, and referred to the gift of Dried Fruits 
accepted by the Queen when she visited Red Cliffs. This 
display was later changed to show the replicas of the gift 
caskets, and sine€ Her l}llajesty's departure from Aus
tralia this showcase is· now featuring the Industry 
generally by means of -photographs and showcards, The 
second showcase has been used to popularise the new 
cookery book. When the animated unit is returned to 
Melbourne it will be installed in -one -of the showcases. 

The lighting of both cases is to be improved to attract 
greater attention. 

Mildura: The first window display at The A.D.F.A. 
Dried Fruits Centre is centred round replicas of the gift 
caskets. 'While publicity at the Centre is the responsi
bility of the Mildura District Council, Head Office will 
assist with display material at all times. Suggestions for 
a display at the airport have been considered, and if 
ad0pted will ,be handled from the Centre. Some 35,000 
people pass thr_ough the airport annually. 

Following on the suggestions made by the Mildura 
Show Society that a better display of Dtied Fruits should 
be· arranged in the future, the Sub-Committee reaffirmed 
its policy that Shows in producing areas should be the 
responsibility of local packing houses with The A.D.F'.A. 
Publicity Fund supplying literature and showcards. 

Adelaide: In l'espect to a display at the- Royal Show 
the Sub-Committee feels that rather than conduct its own 
display it would be pl'eferable for The A.D.F.A. to sup
port district displays and the display by the .Murray 
Valley Development League, both on the score of cost 
and consumer appeal. 

A nig-ht phidtograph of the first window display at. the Mildura Centr-e. 

{!26ifua't'J 
Readers will learn. with the deepest regret of the passing-of Mr. A. J. Chapman, of Nuriootpa, On 25th March. 

At the tinle of his death, the late Mr. Chapman was Chairman of the Angaston Fruitgrowers' Co-operative Society 
Ltd., and Secretary of The A.D.F.A. Non-Irrigated Council. F-or some years Mr. Chapman was a delegate to 
Federal Council, and a member of the Tree Fruits Committee. 

Mr. Chapinan possess-ed a wide knowledge of the Industry, particularly of Tree Fl'Uits, and his decease will 
be a sad loss. His wide circle of friends and acquaintances will remember him for his kindliness, understanding and 
helpfulness to everyone. 

The Industry's deepest sympathy is conveyed to his widow and family. 
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THE ORGANISATION OF THE INDUSTRY 
THE EXECUTIVE OF THE A.D.F .A. 

Board of Managem'int. 
The members of the Board and the General Secretary are listed on the Contents page of this issue, 

Committees. 
free Fruits: 'Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E. (Chairmnn), Messrs. C. J. Ward, H. W. Newton, J. R. Jemison, D, E. Barry Wood, J. W. Manchester, 

R. F. Trott. 

Pt1blicity: Mr. J. H. Gordon (Acting Chairman), Messrs. L. G. Cameron, C. J. Ward, H. W. Newton, H. H. Stone, F. R. Francis (vice R. 
M. Simes), the General Secretary. Publicity Officer: 'Mr. J. I. Samson. 

Costs of PJ"oductlon: Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E. (Chairman), Messrs. R. M. Simes, (Convener). J. McKay, C. J. Ward, W. V. Ford, L. Bishop, 
L, G. Cameron, the General· Secretary. 

Research: Mr. P. Malloch. M.B.E. (Chairman), Mr. W. V. Ford (Deputy Chuirman), Messrs. W. Malloch, E. N. Seary, E. C. Orton, the 
General Secretary, C.S.I.R.O. Associates: M~srs. R. N. Morse, P. Wickham, F. Penman. 

COUNCILS AND BRANCHES. 
Federal CounCil, 1953: Victoria-Messrs. W. L. Allnatt, I. G. Cameron, H. V. Davey, J, R. Gordon, F. T. Hand, N. A. Johnson, W. J. 

Kirwin, A. G. Lawson, J. W. A. McGregor, W. F. Middleton, E. C. Orton, A. Rawlings, H. F. '.rhomas. 
South Australia-Messrs. A. B. Busbridge, R. H. Curren, J. V. Foot, F. R. Francis, E. ·N. Seary, C. E. M. Tonkin, D. 
Trescowthick, R. F, Trott. 
New South Wales-Messrs, J, W. Bailey, J. R. Little, J. W. Mancbestel·, J. B. Primmer. 
Western Australia-Messrs, J. Duff', 0. A. Sharman. 

S.A. River District Council: Messrs. H. D. Howie, O.B.E. (Chairman), D. B. Ogilvy (Secretary). 

Mid-Murray VaHey District Council: Messrs. E. E. Lloyd (Chairman), S. L. G. Bishop (Secretary), 

Mildura District Council: Messrs. L. G. Cameron (Chairman), H. G. Furze (Secretary). 

Murrumbidgee District Council: Messrs. E. J. Hudson (Chairman), H. Willington (Secretary), 

Non-Irrigated Council: Messrs. D. Farmer (Chairman), A. J. C-hapman (Secretary). 

Young District Council: 'Messrs. J. W. Manchester (Chairman). M. G. Porter (Secretary). 

Branch 
Angaston .. 
Barmera .. 
Berri •. 
Bungunyah-Koraleigh 
Cadell 
Clare . . . . 
Coomealla 
Coonawarra 
C.urlwaa .. 
Gol Gol , , 
Goodnight .... 
Kingston .. 
Kingsvale .. 
Lake Boga and Tresco 
Loxton . • ' 
Maimuru •. 
'Merbein .. 
Mildura , . 
Moorook , . 
Mypolonga .... 
McLaren Flat .. 
Nyah District 
Pomona .. 
Pyap •... 
Red Cliffs 
Renmark .. 
Robinvale .. 
S.A. Prune-growers 
Tongala •.........•...... 
Waikerie .. 
Waterview 
Western Australian 
Wirrimah 
Woorinen 
Yenda .. 

Chairman 

B. J. S. Ninnes 
J. V. Foot 
H. H. Stone 
J. Laughlin 
K. Dunk 
W. H. Penna 
J. W. Bailey 
E. G. Allder 
L. B. O'Donnell 
J, Voullaire 
J. R. Little 
S. Peterson 
A. E. Horne 
A. S. Codling 
A. B. Busbridge 
H. R. Commons 
W, F. Middleton 
J. R. Gordon 
H. T, Loxton 
M. 0. Prosser 
R. F. Trott 
E. W. Lewis 
L. A. Webb 
H. R. Reichstein 
E. C. Orton 
H. D. Howie. O.B.E. 
L. R. Stevens 
R. F. Trott 
G. B. Graham 
F. R. Francis 
E. R. Flynn 
A. G. Watt 
J. Allen 
R. E. Ferguson 
E. J. Hudson 

THE STATUTORY BOARDS. 

Secretary 
D. Trescowthick 
C. W. Till 
A. G. Ma-idern 
H. 0. Short 
J. S. Read 
F, Cockington 
J. J. Murdoch 
R. J. Childs 
J. A. Page 
A. R. Lynch 
T. L. Connick 
J. L. W etherall 
J. W. Manchester 
J. R. Morven 
M. B. Jonea 
N. 'McBeth 
W. J. Kirwin 
J. Newman 
F. E. Gibson 
H. L. Lace 
E. S. Dennis 
.J. C. Prockter 
W. H. Bond 
C. E. Tonkin 
I. G. Cameron 
D. Balfour Ogilvy 
A. E. Spiller 
D. w. Haynes 
D. E. Barry Wood 
F. J. Hawldns 
R. M. Flynn 
L. G, Ellis (Acting) 
J. Guymer 
R. C. Polkinghorne 
H. Willington 

Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board: Messrs. R. H. Gilbert (Chairman). Members-P. Malloch, M.B.E. (Marketing), J. R. 
Gordon, J. McKay (C'ommereial), H. D. Howie, O.B.E., E. J. Casey, E. N. Beary, A. S. G. Watt, L. B. O'Donnell, H. H. Goodman, 
F. T. Hand (Growers),. J. F. Wenrne (Secretary). 

Victorian Dried Fruits Board: Messrs. P. J. Moloney (Chairman), F. M. Read. M.Agr.Sc. (Deputy), S. R. Mansell, H. V. Davey, 
A. Rawlings, D A. Cockroft, D. E. Barry Wood (Glower Members), Mrs. E. M. Suffern (Seeretat·y). 

Dried Fruits Board (South Australia): 'Messr8. F. M. McMillan (Chairman), A. G. Strickland. M.Agr.Se. (Deputy), J. R. Jemison, 
C. W. Till, R. J. Ward (Grower Members), P. N, Fleming, F.C.I.S. (Secretary). 

New South Wales Dried Fruits Board; Messrs. G. J. Evatt (Chairman), L. B. O'Donnell, Hon. T, Steele, M.L.C.. J. J. Murdoch, P. C. Co:x: 
(Grower Members), 

Dried Fruits Board (W.A.): Messrs, E. S. Watt (Chairman). J. Duff, G. McD. EdgecomlH', G. E. Hawke, W. H. Taylor (Grower 
Members), J. P. Hel'lihy {Secretary), 
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NEW ADDRESS AND TElEPHONE 

HEAD OFFICE OF 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 

NEW PREMISES: 

has moved to 

"Sunraysia House," 24 Jeffcott Street, West 
Melbourne, C.l. 

NEW PHONE No. FJ 5468. Old lines have been cancelled. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Address to Box 4524, Melbourne, C. I. 

TELEGRAMS: "Adfasson," Melbourne. 

PLEASE ALTER YOUR RECORDS 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

Spectator Publiahing Co. Pty. Ltd., 134a Little Collins Street, Melbourne. 


