


THE ORGANISATION OF THE INDUSTRY 
TilE EXECUTIVE OF THE A.D.F.A. 

Board of Management. 
The members of the Board, Agents' Representatives and the General Secretary are listed on the Contents page of this issue. 

Committees. 
Tree Fruits: Mr. R. M. Simes, M.B.E. (Chahman), Messrs. C. J, \Vard, J, B. Carvosso, R. II. Curren, R. F. Trott, A. B. Busbridge, R. C. I. Harris, 

C. H. Hartshome. 

Prunes: Mr. R. M. Simes, M.B.E. (Chairman), Messrs. C. J, \Vard, J, B. Carvosso, R. F. Trott, l-I. E. Delves, J. W. Manchester. 

Costs of Produdion: 1vlr. R. M. Simes, M.B.E. (Chairman), Messrs. C. J, Ward, W. V. Ford, L. G. Cameron, J, C. Harrison, the General Secretary. 

Tho A.D.F.A. Packing Research Committee: Mr. R. M. Simes, M.B.E. (Chairman) (represe.nting The A,D.F,A.), Messrs, W. A, Jackson, J, C, Harri
son, A, R, Hampton (representing Victorian packers}, A, E. Spiller (representing Robinvale packer), C. B. Newland, C. Hartshome (repre
senting S.A. packers), J, R. Gordon (representing Export Control Board), J, Olsson (representing State DriEd Fruits Boards), I:I. R. Tinney 
(representing Department of Primary Industry), N. Permezel (representing C.S.I.R.O.); the General Secretary, 

Production Pl"Oblenls Committee: Messrs. E. C. Orton (Chahman), R. C. Langford, J, H. Lapthorne, R, J, J, Grant, L. B, O'Donnell, M. Matheson, 
W. J. Pillar, R. G. Horsburgh (Mildura representatives), L. G, Cameron (Board representative), J. V. Seekamp (S.A. representative), 
W. I. Nankivell (Vic. Dept. of Agricultme), R. L, Wishart (S.A. Dept. of Agriculture), J. H. Duncan (N.S.\V. Dept. of Agriculture), W. J, 
Kirwin (Export Control Board), J. M. Blaincy (S.R.W.S.C.), A. R. Hampton (Secretary), C.S.I.R.O. appoint a nominee for each meeting. 

COUNCILS AND BRANCHES 
Federal Council, 1962: Growers' Delegates. 

Victoria-Messrs, G. S. Cameron, A. S, Codhng, J, S. CutlCI, J, L T. Dickie, G. J. Farnsworth, M. \V. D. Firth, F. H. Gill, R. P. J. 
Grant, H. R. Hand, R, H. Harrop, J, W. A, Jorgenson, S. J. Lancaster, C, R. LangfOid, J H. Lapthorne, E. E. Lloyd, M. L, Matheson, 
F, Messenger, W. F. Middleton, W. M. "Whiting, 

South Australia-Messrs. K. H. Andrew, A. R. Curren, R. H. Cmren, K. H. Dunstone, M. B. Jones, I. M. Kimber, A. R. Mead, J. V. 
Seekamp, R. A, Swanbury, R. W. Tiller, R. J. Wru:d. 

New South Wales-Messrs. VV. G, Andrews, 0, J, Hackett, J, W. Manchester, VV. J. Missen, R. H. Pike, C. R. Polkinghorne, W. N. 
Thornton, 0. M. Ward, H. A, Watson, L. A. "Webb 
Western Australia-Messrs. A. Hooper, N. K, Waldeck. 

Packers' Delegates--Representing Victorian Co-operative Packcrrs: Messrs. B. J, D'Orsa, W. A, Jackson, Representh1g Victorian Proprietary 
Packers: :Mr. J, C. Hauisou. Representing South Australian Pil.ckers: Mr. E. Brown. 

Agents' Representatives: Messrs, J, B. Carvosso, VV. James, C. J. Ward. 

S.A, River District Council: Messrs. R. H. Curren (Chairman), J. K. Middleton (Secretary), 

Mid-Murrlly Valley District Council: Messrs. E. E. Lloyd (Chairman), N. M. Byrnes (Secretary). 

Mildura District Council: :Messrs, S. ). Lancaster (Chairman), J, J, Newman (Secretary). 

Murrumbidgee District Council: Mr. H. Willington (Secretary). 

Non~Irrigated Council: Messrs. :R, F. Trott (Chairman), R. J. Ward (Secretary), 

Branch 

Angaston .. 
Barrnera 
Berri . . . . . . . . 
Bungunyah-Koraleigh 
Cadell 
Clare 
Coomealla 
Curlwaa 
Edenhope 
Gol Gol .. 
Goodnight 
Griffith . 
Kingston 
Lake Boga and 'fresco 
Loxton 
Merbein 
Mildura . 
Moo rook 
Mypolonga 
1\-IcLaren Flat 
Nyah District 
Pomona 
Red Cliffs 
Renmark 
Robinvale 
S.A. !'rune-growers 
Waikerie . . ... 
Westein Australian 
Woorinen 
Yenda 
Young 

Chairman 

D. Trescowthick 
K. H. Dunstone 
H. H. Stone 
K. Palmer 
R. W. Tiller 
L. J. Moyle 
W, N, Thornton 
L. B. O'Donnell 
S. E. Dann 
H. Scheeles 
T. L. Connick 
E, S. West 
W. J, Manning 
A. S. Codling 
M. B. Jones 
W. F. Middleton 
]. S. Cutler 
R. A. Swanbury 
D. A. Oborn 
R. F. Trott 
D. J, Athorn 
L. A. Webb 
F. H. Gill 
J. V, Seekamp 
M. W. D. Firth 
R. F. Trott 
R. C. Isaacson 
A. G. Watt 
P, B. Goodman 
J, Keary 
J, W. Manchester 

THE STATUTORY BOARDS 

Secretaty 

S. J, Johnson 
J. C. Trevor 
A. G. Maddern 
L. Cox 
M. M. Gordon 
J, S. Read 
W. N. Thornton 
V, L. Innes 
A. C. Baxter 
A, D, George 
N. J. Elford 
C. R. Polkinghorne 
P, J. Lane 
W. B. Turner 
H. B. H. Denman 
J. L. T. Dickie 
J, Newman 
E. C. Reid 
E. J. Schun](e 
R. C. Guerin 
J. A. Black 
W. H. Bond 

_ .-"<"'· .•. _JT ·v R. Hand 
..,, · 2'7'-oTames, M.B.E, 
G. S. Gl!meron 
D. W. Hh·)q.~s 
K. H. Andio.~·;,,_ 
W. James ' ., 
R. C. Polkinghorno, 
H. Willington '--. 
M. G. Porter 

Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Bonrd: Mr. Eugene Gorman, C.B.E., M.C., Q.C. (Chairman), Members: Messrs. P Malloch, M.B.E 
J, R. Gordon, J. McKay, O.B.E. (Commercial), A. S. G. Watt, S. J, Lancaster, F. T. Hand, R, M. Simes, M.B,E., A. R. 
Murdoch, W. J, Kirwin (Growers); J, F. Wearne, A.A.S.A. (Secretary). 

~ .. 
(Malketing), 
Mead,\ J. J. 

\ 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board: Messrs, J, Olsson (Chainnan), F. Nankivell (Deputy), J. S, Allison, 

(Grower Members); K. F. Neander (Secretary). 
G. Black, D. W. Cockroft, J. S, Cutler, c. cahy 

Dried Fruits Boat·d (South AustraHa): Messrs. F. M. McMillan {Chairman), A. G. Sh'ickland, M.Agr.Sc. (Deputy); R. H. Curren, C, 
R. J. Ward (Grower Members); P. N. Fleming, F.C.LS. (Secretary). 

\ 
W. Till,"\ .,\ 

New South Wales Dried Fntits Board: Messrs, J, D. Bryden {Chairman), H. E, Delves, D. Granger, L. B. O'Donnell, W. J, Pillar (Grower 
Members); Miss E. M. Graves (Secretary), 

Oded Fruits Board (W.A.): Messrs. E. S. Watt, O.B.E. (Chairman), A. Hooper, G. E. Hawke, J. Duff, W. H. Taylor, (Grower Members); J, P. 
Herlihy, A,A.S.A. (Secretary). 

Page Two AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

', 



VOL. 38 NUMBER 
JANUARY-MARCH, 1963 

* 
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT OF THE A.D.F.A. 

Mr. R. M. SIMES, M.B.E., Barmera, S.A. (Chairman). 

Mr. A. G. WATT, Greenmount, W.A. 

Mr. L G. CAMERON, Birdwoodton, Vic. 

Mr. J. R. GORDON, lrymple, Vic. 

Me. L. R. STEVENS. Robinvale, Vic. 

Me. R. F. TROTT, Mclaren Vale, S.A. 

Me. H. A. WATSON, Trentham CliHs, N.S.W. 

Me. W.A. JACKSON, Red Cliffs, Vic. 

AGENTS' REPRESENTATIVES 

Messrs. C. J. WARD, J.P., A.A.S.A., and J. B. 
CARVOSSO, J.P .. A.A.S.A, 

The Board of Managemenl- is elected by the Federal 
Council of The A.D.F.A., consisting of Grower repr9~ 
sentatives from the pr·oducing States of Victoria, Sou1-h 
Australia, New South Wales and Western Australia, 
and Packer5' representatives. 

Agents' Representatives attend Board meetings in 
an advisory capacity. 

GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE ASSOC.IATION 
EDITOR OF THE "NEWS" 

Mr. R. B. CURTIS, F.A.s.A., A.c.I.s. 

HEAD OFFICE 

"Sunraysia House", 24 Jeffcott Street, Melbour-ne, C. I 
(Bo< 4524). 

Telephone: 30-3019. 

Telegraphic Address: "Adfasson, Melbourne". 

CORRESPONDENCE AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

Reports and Contributions are welcomed, and should 
be addressed to The Editor·, "Australian Dried FruHc; 
News", Box 4524, Melbourne, C.l. 

Branches and District Councils of The A.D.F.A. are 
asked to forward items of interest through their 
appoinfed Press Correspondents. 

Advertisers may obtain details of rates on applica
tion to the General Secretary. 

* 

CONTENTS 
* 

Editorial-"A Virile Industry" 

Board of Management Decisions 

Federal Council 

Finance 

Anniversary Celebrations 

Production and Marketing 

Sales Promotion and Publicity 

Horticultural and Research Notes 

The Statutory Boards 

4 

5 

7 

21 
28 

35 

46,67, 71,93 

80 

94 

Organisation of the Industry-2 and 17; Tree Fruits and Prunes 
Decisions-6; A.D.F.A. Finance Budget-26; "Fruits of the 
Vine"-32; Probate on Joint Bank Accounts-32; Scourge of 
Gummosis-84. 

* 
OUR COVER PHOTO 

The laughing lasses should well look pleased for they, for 
the Ringwood (Vic.) High School, won first, second and third 
prizes for fruit cake and loaves at the Melbourne Royal Show. 
Left to right: Melva Finger, Margaret Bowring, Glenys Bolton 
and Janice Broadley. 

* 
LIST OF ADVERTISERS. 

Bauks.-Bank of New South \Vales; The Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney Ltd.; 
State Savings Bank of Victoria. 

Implements.-Ronaldson Bro~. & Tippett Ltd. 
Insurance.-Law Union & Rod{ Insurance Co. Ltd.; Queensland Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Pacldng Companies,-Aumra Packing Co. Pty. Ltd.; Barmera Co-op. Packing Co. Ltd._: 

Berri Co-op. Padcing Union Ltd.; Irymple Packing Co. Pty. Ltd.; Mildura Co-op. 
Fruit Co. Ltd.; Nyah Fruit Growers Co-op. Co. Ltd.; Red Cliffs Co-op. Packing 
Co. Ltd.; Renmark Fruitgrowers Co-op. Ltd.; Robinvalc l'rorlueers Co-op. Co. Ltd.; 
\Voorinen Fruit Growers Co-op. Co. Ltd. 

Suppliel's.-Jack Abell; Austmlian Papers ]'V[annfacturers Ltd.; Australian Sisalkraft 
Pty. Ltd.; :Mobil Oil Australia Pty. Ltd.; Portagas; VVilkinson Sword Ltd.; 
Wrightcel Pty. Ltd. 

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY PRICE 1/-
Issue guaranteed to all Dried Fruits Growers as ari A.D.F.A. Service. 

l 
~ ,, 



A VIRILE INDUSTRY 
THIS issue of the "News", with its wide coverage of information, highlights the multiplicity of activities con

nected with the Industry, and the important responsibilities which are borne by The Australian Dried 
Fruits Association and the Australian Dried Fruits Control Board. 

Although the information is necessarily historical it, nevertheless, creates a background which can be 
of considerable value to the future. One only has to consider the implications of the Rome Conference, the 
Turkish price crisis, the sudden (and unexpected) conclu.sion to the Common Market negotiations, the re
cognition of continuing research and the exigencies of marketing to realise that the problems of the future 
are no less urgent and important than those which have been faced, (and, in many cases, solved), in the past. 

The commencement of a new season invariably leads to Industry thinking on future planning, and 
without minimising the importance of the commendable activitie..-; to develop home consumption, grower-'> 
understandably are sensitive to the prospects overseas where the great bulk of the annual production is sold. 

The dramatic cessation of the Common Market negotiations almost left one with a feeling of deflation, 
and it was, perhaps, a secondary though almost immediate, realisation that after the many months of appre
hension the Industry still maintained its preferential position in its most important market. 

The danger which the Common Market represented had the eflect of intensifying the development of 
markets elsewhere than Britain and the Continent, and this effort was made by our Industry as well as by other 
Australian primary producers and manufacturers. To that extent the dark shadow of the Common Market 
had a stimulating effect on Australia. 

Our Industry cannot, however, remain sanguine that Britain may not, at some future date, be admitted 
to the European Economic Community. The Commonwealth Producers' Organisation leans towards the pos
sibility of entry on "satisfactory conditions" (which, it is hoped, is to be satisfactory to all Commonwealth 
Nations), but also advises Britain to make all efforts in the bnmediate future "to improve efficiency in all 
directions ... so that full advantage can be taken of the opportunities for expanding trade. both within the 
Commonwealth and between its member states and the rest of the world". Our Industry has acted on these 
lines for many years. 

As far-reaching as the Common Market, and certainly a great deal closer to the Industry, are the 
looked for benefits which can come from continuing the talks between producing countries which the 
Rome Conference started. The Conference was a great conception, and there should be no sense of disappoint
ment or feeling of failure that agreement on all aspects was not achieved at the one gathering. That some 
agreement was reached is a good step forward. If gradual progress is achieved that will be an advantage; not 
only to Australian growers but also to Dried F1uits growers overseas. 

On the home front there is, in addition to an intensified sales promotion campaign, a great aware
ness for more research-production, packing and marketing. The development of plans which have been con
ceived and which, undoubtedly, will be amended and varied as conditions change must add a greater efficiency 
to the overall structure. One has only to consider the research work of C.S.I.R.O., Departments of Agriculture 
and associated scientific bodies, the establishment of an insectary to develop biological and chemical controls, 
the mechanical researches into packing techniques, and the detailed investigation of consumer needs and 
marketing preferences to appreciate that concurrently a tremendous amount of ultimately effective work is 
being carried out. 

But we should not let all these efforts over-shadow the greatest conception of all-a unified Industry 
governed by the growers through The Australian Dried Fruits Association and grower representation on 
closely associated statutory authorities. The need for this co-operation is essential to the continuance of the 
stability of an Industry with such a delicately balanced economy. 

There have been so many examples of the wise co-operative combination of grower, packer and selling 
agent in the Australian Industry that its system could be advantageously adopted by other producing coun
tries. In this regard there is considerable merit in the suggestion of The A.D.F.A. Federal Council that a party 
of Turkish growers and officials be invited to visit this country to see how effectively the system works. Had 
Turkey already possessed similar organisations to The A.D.F.A. and the Australian Dried Fruits Control 
Board the damaging price crisis of 1962 would never have occurred. As it is, Turkey is learning the hard 
way and Australia is an unfortunate sufferer in the meantime. 

And so the start of a new season brings old and new pToblems. hopes and feaTs, numeTous criticisms 
(many ill-informed) and very little praise. But it is assured, (and every grower is aware of it), that the 
Industry's leaders will, at all times, be governed in their decisions by the fundamental principle of seeking 
the greatest possible advantages for those they represent. 
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At meetings towards the end of 1962 and at the meeting held on January· I5MI7 the Board spent a considerable time ot\ 
discussing sales pro-motion plans up to the end of next June. These discussions were based on the various reports and recomM 
mendations tendered by the Sales Promotion Manager. 

:Following the conclusion of the Federal Council conference on 16th November the personnel of the Board changed 
through the retirements of Messrs. P. Malloch, M.B.E., and L. B. O'Donnell. Cr. H. A. Watson (Grower member) and. Mr. 
H. A. Jackson (Packer member) ~ere appointed by Federal Council to fill the vacancies. These gentlemen attended their first 
Board meeting immediately after Council delegates had dispersed. 

In brief the in ore important items considered by the Bo.ud at its meeting are referred to below. 

Production Problems 
The excellent work of the Committee was progressively noted 

from the various Minutes of meetings and from additional exM 
planations by Mr. L. G. Cameron, Board representative on the 
Committee. 

Mr. J, H. Duncan, Horticultural Research Station, Dareton 
(N.S.W.) ·was appointed to replace Mr. F. S. Oldham who 
retired became of ill"health. 

Laboratory samples of an improved moisture resistant Sisal" 
kraft material have beeri forwarded to the Committee for 
testing. 

Diversion of Grapes to Wineries 

Having in mind the legal implications inVolved the Board 
could see no means whereby diversion could be compulsorily 
regulated. 

Establishment of an Insectary 

After negotiations with the Victorian Department of Agri" 
culture in which Mildura Citrus interests fully participated 
arrangements were £nalised for the erection of an insectary. 
This project had been advocated by growers for some years. 

Packers' Conference 
The annual conference With Packers was held in Mildura 

on November- 19, 1962. Representatives of the Department of 
Primary Industry and the State Dried Fruits Boards were 
present. Certain resolutions were passed to The A.D.F.A. 
Packing Research Committee for consideration. 

I~ oz. Sultana Packets 
Considerable assistance had been given to packeters by gainM 

ing· approval of the Weights and Measures authorities in the 
various States for the sale of this size which is not specified 
in any regulation. 

Sales Tax 
Despit~? intensive approaches to the Federal Treasurer, vari~ 

ous Cabinet Ministers and Members of Parliament, both 
directly and in collaboration with other organisations, no con
cession was given in the last Budget. The only success achieved 
was a commendable interest by the Federal Secretariat of the 
Liberal Party of Australia in advocating abolition of the tax on 
Dried Fruits in manufactured food lines. 

Expansion of Plantings 

Considerable concern was expressed at the likely planting 
of drying varieties of grapes on a projected subdivision at 
Para Station, River Murray, and the economic danger to the 
Industry was strongly emphasised to the sponsors of th«:> 
:o.cheme......:..The Murray Valley Development League. 

Legislative Controls of Weedicides 

There has been further progress in drafting uniform legisla
tion, including the introduction of a chemical rating for. agri
culture pilot.~. Legislation is planned to provide adequate 
safeguards against the risk of crop damage. 
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Soil Toxicity 

The Vietorian Department of Agriculture is surveying the 
implications of wide scale testing. 

Forced Price ReductiOns Overseas 

The Board Chairman sent a personal letter to the Turkish 
Minister ·for Commerce deprecating the reduction of prices 
by his country and strongly advocating an immediate return 
to' levels which would not cause ~financial loss and economic 
distress to producers. 

1 Ro~e Confel'en~e 

The first conference between producing countries had 
materially assisted in reconciling divergent outlooks through 
a closer and more detailed exchange of views on mutual 
problems. Board members considered that the Conference 
had laid the ground for further valuable contacts and was 
a first step towards agreement on intemational ~marketing. 

Distillery Fruit, Season 1962 

Permission to sell to distilleries was refused by the Ministet 
of Customs and Excise. 

Research 

Following on a personal visit by Mr. R. F. Trott to tha 
S.A. Minister of Agriculture. plans are being formulated for c1 
more intensive research programme for GummosiS 'in Apricots. 

Costs of Production' and Average Realisations 

The analysis, as at 1/4/1962, received from the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics shows that production costs rose by 
£3/12/- during the year to £106/13/10 per ton. 

A summa;y of weighted average realisations to growers 
(Sunraysia swcatbox basis) at 1961 showed a gradual fall since 
1959. The average for 1961 Was slightly lower than the average 
for 1957. 

Stabilization Plan 

A "cost per acre" scheme has been submitted to the Com
monwealth Government and is being studied by the Minister 
for Primary Industry and his Department. 

Bank Interest Rates 

Despite direct approaches to the Governor of the Reserve 
Bank of Australia a request for moneys to £nance unsold stocks 
of Dried Fruits at an interest rate lower than normal had not 
been sncces.~fuL 

"Spotlight on Australia" 

One hundred free copies of this publication were received 
from the Australian Publicity Council and complimentary 
copies were made available to each Board member and dele
gate at the time of Federal Council. 

GaJvanised Iron 
Assurances of support ha'ving been received from The Vic

torian "Vheal and Woolgrowers' Association and The Graziers• 
Association of Victoria the Board agreed that a joint approach 
through the appropriate channels should be made for an 
improvement in quality. 
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Vine F rults Pack for Season 19(:;2 
ln January e~timates, which were regarded as final, were 

placed at 95,358 tons (Currants 7691, Sultanas 79,724, Raisins 
7943). At the same date it was considered to be too early to 
assess a reliable tonnage for Season 1963. 

Export SubsidY 
ln considering the resolution of Federal Council 1962 the 

Board, after discussion, agreed that the time was not opportune 
to pres.~ for a .<;ubsidy while a new Stabilization Plan was 
under detailed examination by the Depm:>tment of Primary 
Industry. 

Insurance on Fruit 
Values for packed and unpacked frui.t for Season 1963 have 

been set and notilfied to packing companies. 

Commonwealth Sales 
Sales for Season 1962 will approximate 18,800 tons. This 

compares with 19,741 tons for 1961. 

Import" of Dried Fruit 

The Department of Primary Industry has been asked to aS· 
certain whether certain varieties of Dried Fruit<; imported 
from a number of countries had been received into this 
country . in the same form and condition as the Australian 
varieties. A report is awaited. 

Federal Distributors 

During the January meeting the Board conferred with 
members of the Executive on various matters affecting the
Commonwealth market. 

Board Meetings for 1963 

Meetings to be held in Melbourne have been set for March 
26-28, May 14-16, July 16·18, September 17-19, October 22· 
24, November 11, and January 14-16, 1964. 

Federal Council is to be held in Melbourne on November 
13-15. 

l'~e- l~ails anCI Br!anes Eammillees 
- ~· . ~ ' 

Meetings in January were held in Adelaide for Tree Fruits 
(8th) and Prunes (9th). Consideration was given to the 
following-

Dried Tree Fruits 

New season's prices for Commonwealth and Export, Season 
1963 pack estimates, home market and export quotas, interstate 
charges rates for South Australia, sulphur content of Tree 
Fruits, establishment of Association Agents' panel on a perma
nent basis, desirability of early packing rto meet outside 
competition, research into Gummosis and White Centres :in 
Apricots, and the need for Commonwealth sales promotion. 

Mr. C. Hartshorne (Renmark. Fruitgrow~rs' Co·op. Ltd.) 

joined the Committee in place of Mr. J. McKay, O.B.E., who 
had resigned. . 

The Committee met again in Adelaide on March 7, but 
details of business are not yet available. 

Prunes 
Disposal of unsold stocks for Seasons 1961 and 1962, Season 

1963 pack estimate, the need for Commonwealth ·sales pro
motion, anomalies of State quotas, importations of Californian 
Prunes·, and basis of final adjustments for Seasons 1961 and 
1962 were discussed, 

Mr. J. W. Manchester (Young, N.S.W.) replaced Mr. A. E. 
Horne as a Committee member. 

1-TBE~ILDU~I~O-~PERITIVEfR~IT ··co.~TD~-
MitouRA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £1,000,000 PAID-UP FUNDS, £595,000 

"PADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses situated at: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein and Nangiloc (Vic.), Curlwaa and Coomealla (N.S.W.J 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Manufacturers Of Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, Tomato and Worcester Sauces 

Preserving Factory at Mildura 

Local Agents for: Law Union & Rock Insurance Cqmpany Ltd. 
. City Mutual Life· Assurance Company Ltd. 

All Classes of lnsuraoce Risks Undertaken. Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 
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FORTIETH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Fifty-six delegates attended the conference on November 14 to 16 which was held under admirable conditions at "The 

Dorchester", Alexandra Gardens, Melbourne. The meeting was notable for the particularly long Agenda, for some excellent. 
addresse1; on marketing,. for consideration and approval of the bigge~:;t sales pmmotion budget in the history of the Associa
tion and for the retirements of two notable leaders of the Industry from the Board of Management. 

Mr. W. F. Middleton (Merbein) was re-appointed President for his fifth successive year of office. 
Throughout this issue of the "Australian Dried :fruits News" references are made to 'decisions by Federal Council and 

a number of resolutions passed at the conference have, for convenience, been embodied in special articles and commentaries. 
Item.~ of a more general nature are reported below. 

Committees 

The names of those gentlemen who were appointed as 
Agents' Representritives, members of the Tree Fruits and Prunes 
Committees appear in the opening pages· of this issue. 

The Resolutions Revision Committee comprised. Messrs. R. 
F. Trott (Convener), W. F. Middleton and G. J. Farnsworth. 
The Press Committee consisted of Messrs. A. G. Watt, J. V. 
Seekamp and M. W. D. Firth. 

Council recommended to the Board· of Management that 
.~ubsequently consideration be given to the appointment of a 
Prunes Committee that is more in line with reality of pro· 
duction in States. 

Board of Management 

Elections were held to fill vacancies for New South Wales 
grower representation and Packer representation. Appoint
ments were declared by the President as follows:--

1 Ordinary (GrOwer) vacancy-New South Wales: Mr. H. 
A. Watson. 

1 Packer vacancy-Mr. W. A. Jackson. 

The following were re·elected unopposec;l to the Board of 
Management for two years:-

Mr. John Robert Gordon, Box 128, Irymple, Horticulturist, 
for Victoria. 

Mr. Richard Montgomery Simes, Barmera, Fruitgrower, for 
South Australia. 

Imports of Dried Fruits 

The Board of Management was asked to take all action 
necessary to ascertain complete details relating to the import 
of foreign Dried Fruits into Australia. 

Allowances and Expenses 

Allowances and expenses for 1962/1963 Federal Council 
delegates, and 'for members of the Board' of Management, Tree 
Fruits Committee and Prunes Committee are £5 allowance and 
£4 out·of-pocket -expenses for each day of sitting and travelling, 
and fares. Similar allowances and out·of-pocket expenses may 
be paid to any special Coilimittee. 

Out-of-pocket expenses for members of the Tree Fruits 
Committee, Prunes Committee or special COmmittees will be 
paid only if separately incurred. 

The Hoard Chail"man will be paid at the discretion of the 
Board a maximum allowance of £1500 per annum, out-of. 
pocket expenses, and fares. 

Car allowance is 1/- per mile if a car has to be used on 
Association's business. 

Confirmation of Head Office Levy 1962 
It having been left to the Board of Management to set levy 

rates for Season 1962 the following were contfirmed:-
Dried Vine Fruits: 27/- per ton (for adm~nistration and pro· 

motion) of which 9cl. per ton would be paid to Branches. 
Dried Tree Fruits: 18/· per ton (for administration only) of 

which 2/- per ton would be paid to Branches. 
Prunes: 60/- per ton (for administration and promotion) of 

which 2/- per ton would be paid to Branches. 
In regard to Season 1963 the following resolution was 

passed:-
"That the financial budget for the twelve months ending 
30th June, 1963, amounting to £110,000 be 'approved, 
and that the Board of Management be authorised to set 
a levy rate according to crop production figures to cover 
all, or such portion of, the amount as the Board considers 
advisable." 

Aims and Objects of the Association 

The Board of Management has been instructed to circulate 
to all growers a publication setting .out the aims and object.'i 
of the Association and printed in the Italian, Yugoslav, 
German, Greek and English languages. 

Galvanised Iron 
The Board of Management is to make representations to 

the Federal Government stating that Federal Council supports 
the Wheat and Wool growers and the Graziers' Association 
in their efforts to have the manufacturers• improve the quality 
of galvanised iron, particularly tank iron. 

Notices of Motion 
Lodged by Mr. E. E. Lloyd (Nyah), 

That the price of Rules and Regulations as issued under 
Rule 184 be amended to cover the actual cost. 

Lodged by Mr. W. Thornton (Coomealla): 
That Rule 30A be amended to give New SOuth Wales two 
members on the Board of Management. 

ISSUES Of RUlES AND REGUlATIONS 
In respect to the first Notice of Motion quoted above it is 

notilfied that the following arrangements were made by the 
Board of Management at the time of the re-print which was 
effected in early November 1962-

Eacll Branch was issued with a free copy for Executive use 
and a free copy for each Branch delegate appointed to Federal 
Council, 1962. 
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It is the responsibility of each Branch to collect the copies 
from delegates and re-issue to new delegates appointed to 
future Federal Councils. 

One free copy was issued to each Board member, packing 
company and selling agent. 

All further copies supplied will be charged at £1 each. 
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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT'S REPORT 
TO FEDERAL COUNCIL, 1962 

The past year has been particularly active in many ways and the munerous Industry problems have been under con
sideration. In brief, the disposal of an abnormally large Sultana pack has been made more difficult through Turkey reducing 
its prices in Britain; there is still no indication of the precise terms which Britain would accept for membership of the Euro
pean Economic Community and to what' extent those terms would adversely affect our Industry; sales promotion in the Com
monwealth is, understandably, still at the planning stage and full implementation is not yet possible; and no success can yet 
be announced of an acceptable Stabilization Plan. 

On the more optimistic side the Board is pl~sed to see a more reasonable attitude by the Victorian Government on 
ex;pansion of plantings, considerable beneficial research is recorded and proposed, and the Industry may with pride record 
that 1962 is the 75th Anniversary of its establishment, and that through its achievements it is a unique and enviable example 
of co-operative effort. 

PRODUCTION 
Packs. The Sultana pack of 78,939 tons is a record 

exceeding the previous highest Sultana production in 1953 by 
over 9,000 toris. On the other hand, the 1962 pack of 
Currants (7,608 tons) was poor, being only some- 430 tons 
higher than the lowest year (1928) of production for the last 
25 years. Raisin production at 7,596 tons was average. 

The heavy Sultana crop was responsible for the high overall 
pack of Dried Vine_ Fruits this year which amounted to 
94,143 tons. This figure exceeded the 25-year average by 
16,548 tons. 

All varieties of Dried Tree Fruits (except Apricots) showed 
increased packs for 1962~ Apricots were some 300 tons less 
than in 1961. The total Dried Tree Fruits pack for 1962 was 
2,433 tons which was 308 tons higher than the total for 1961. 

The total production of Prunes for 1962 was approximately 
1,000 tons less than for 1961 which, it will be remembered, 
was a record year. The 1962 pack was, in fact, normal, 
although South Australia registered an appreciable drop and 
Victoria a small one. 

Of the overall total' for all- Dried Fruits for 1962 of 99,937 
tons The A.D.F.A. proportion was 95,886 tons. 

The Sultana bud examination for next season indicates that 
potential production will be lower than for 1962. However, 
regard must be paid to the likely re-diversion to drying of 
quantities of fresh Vine Fruits which, due to the high spirit 
sto~Jcs held by the 'Wine industry this year, may not be 
accepted for distillation. 

Expansion of Plantings. The Board has unswervingly main
tained the policy of resisting unplanned economic expansion. 
While it would seem that the Victorian Government is not 
proceeding with the Robinvale project while conditions remain 
so uncertain, it is· nOted with concern that them are advocates 
for vine planting in an area at Para Station on the Darling 
River. Steps are being taken· to impress on the sponsors of 
the development, and on likely purchasers of properties, that 
uneconomic production of Dried Fruits may not only adversely 
affect their investments but also the livelihood of established 
Growers elsewhere. 

This important matter cannot be viewed merely through 
the eyes of enthusiasts who see areas of suitable land and 
water facilities available and think in terms of Dried Fruits 
production because the Industry has attained, at least for the 
moment, a degree of reasonable stability. Forgotten, or 
ignored, are the facts that Industry stability rests on regulating 
production to profitable disposal and that in a year when 
world producfion is high the effects, no matter how carefully 
and conservatively Industry planning has been in this country, 
must be felt whenever overseas _producers have abnormally 
high croPs. It is, therefore, scarcely the time to optimistically 
encourage an expansion of plantings at Robinvale, or encour
age new settlers at Para Station and ,elsewhere to swell the 
already high production of Dried Fruits. One only has to 
te:HeCt that Turkey, ·which seems to ·exercise little economic 
control of any sort, and Greece are increasing Sultana vine 
plan~ings, and that world over-production is not only worrying 
the Australian Industry but is creating apprehension in Cali-
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fornia where proposals have been put forward this year to 
limit plantings and to seek a Federal subsidy on surplus pool 
Raisins. 

More than ever, particularly in the light of what may be 
the outconw of the Common Market negotiations, is the- Board 
convinced that the policy of planned economic expansion must 
not change. 

Registration of Nurseries. No progress can be reported since 
last Federal Council. Despite inquiries to the New South 
Wales Association of Nurserymen (which is, apparently, the 
spokesman for all States) as to any developments on statutory 
registration no information has been received. 

Fertilisers. Details of Industry usage of Superphosphate, 
assessed at 2400 tons annually, haye been sent to the National 
Farmers' Union of Australia for inclusion in a general sub
mission to the Commonwealth Government for a· subsidy. 

In regard to Sulphate of Ammonia it is noted that the 
Commonwealth Government will pay a bounty to Australian 
manufacturers for three )rears from 1st April, 1962. 

Marketlng. 
The European Economic Community. Even yet it is not 

known what conditions Britain is prepared to accept for 
membership. The last 12 months have been given to negotia
tions between Governments and between various industries 
and Governments, culminating in the forthright discussions at 
the recent conference in London of the Commonwealth Prime 
Ministers. 

Great credit must be given to the magnificent efforts of 
the Australian Minister for Trade for his strong unfaltering 
advocacy, both with Britain and the "Six," that primary 
production in this country must continue to have access to 
the British Market and have comparable rights of trading in 
the Common ·Market. His many conversations with world 
leaders I?aved the way for the equally able presentation of 
Australia s case by our Prime Minister. Of particular interest 
to our own Industry is the Government assurance that in its 
participation in all the negotiations with which lt has been 
associated no industry will be "expendable". In other words, 
it is an unalterable policy of our Government that no single 
industry's interests will be sacrificed to secure a national 
advantage. The case of each industry must be treated on its 
own economic merits. 

Dealing directly with our own Industry the excellent 
services rendefed by Messrs. L. G. Cameron (on behalf of the 
Association) and J. R. Gordoh (on behalf of the Export Control 
Board) in London and Brussels are recorded with thanks and 
appreciation. These gentlemen left at almost a moment's 
notice in April and did not return until late June. Ably 
assisted by Mr. H. C. Mills, the London Manager of the 
Control Board, they constantly~ and consistently, advised 
Australian Government representatives on the economics of 
our Industry and took the opportunity of maintaining contact 
with British Government and E.E.C. Officials and other 
interests. From the reports received by the Board from _these 
gentlemen while overseas ahd since their return, it is apparent 

·that no opportunity was missed to press for the most 
advantageous conditions for Australian Dried Fruits. The 
Industry is greatly indebted to both of them. 
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Prior I<> the departw:e oi the Prime Miniater for the C.,n
ference in London the Board wrote to Mr. Menzies and the 
letter contained the following extract :-

"Confidence i~ expressed in the efforts which you and 
your Government are making to ensure that adequate 
protection is given to the Dried Fruits, and other primary, 
industries. It is hoped that at the forthcoming conference 
in London of Commonwealth Prime Ministers you will 
secure a satisfactory basis for future trading with Britain 
and the other countries comprising the Economic Com
munity if Britain becomes a member. 

'_'It is appropriate to note that the attitude of your 
Government does extend to a vital understanding of the 
adverse conditions which can prevail if the Australian 
Dried Fruits Industry's interests cannot be fully protected. 
In such an event a great deal of reliance is being placed 
by my Board, and Growers generally, on your stated recogni
tion that the problem of support will need to be very 
do~ely examined. From this the Industry has accepted _the 
important implication that the Australian Government will 
ensure that, whatever may be the final conditions agreed to 
between Britain and the European Economic Community, 
the Australian Dried Fruits Industry will be assisted to 
maintain a continuance of its basic stability.'' 
It is interesting to note that opinion in Britain on entry 

into the Common Market is divided, By no means all sections 
are convinced that membership will solve Britain's market 
problems, but in the wider issues of European political unity 
and the recognition that Britain cannot afford to be denied 
access to the large consumer _population of the Common 
Market for her industrial output membership seems inevitable. 
These factors are recognised, but it is the conditions of 
membership which so greatly concern us. 

In Australia there also seems to be a division of opinion and 
it is pleasing to know that despite quite sound economic 
reasoning by certain sections (which must, as part of their 
conception, regard some industries as •• expendable") the 
Government has never wavered from its insistence that Aus
tralian trade must be safeguarded and that no single industry 
can be offered up as a "sacrificial lamb". -

Whatever the conditions may be on Which Britain will 
accept membership our Industry must lose some advantages 
on the BHtish market, and the future will need to be faced 
with a great deal of realism. 

The Rome Conference. The Export Control Board is to be 
congratulated for arranging a conference between the various 
producing countries in July last. This first attempt to exchange 
views and ideas with a view to stabilizing production and 
prices could not be expected to be an immediate success, and, 
indeed, there could be a feeling of despondency that the 
effort was wasted when almost immediately after the conclusion 
of the Conference Turkey reduced her prices in Britain. 

However, an optimistic view must be taken. The Interim 
Secretariat (centred in Australia) formed by the Conference 
will act as ap. exchange medium on world productio.u. and 
marketing and as this creates confidence, supported, it is 
hoped, by further international conferences, there will be a 
better understanding of the benefits of co-operation. 

Should further conferences be held each, based on mutual 
trust, confidence and. understanding of Dried Fruits problems 
on a global scale must contribute something vital to the 
ultimate goal of stability. 

The Commonwealth Market. In its regular allocations of 
the Vine pack the Board has consistently paid regard to the 
local requirements of the home market. On the trend of sales 
this year the varietal qualities received should safeguard the 
fullest demand until 1963 season's fruit becomes available. 

With the exception of Apricots the market. has been 
adequately supplied with Dried Tree Fruits and there is a 
large quantity of Prunes (including a heavy carry-over from 
Season 1961) which is still unsold. 

The recession of Vine sales so far this season i~ disappoint
ing, but may have been partly due to the high sales of 
last year, and to the reluctance of the trade to order ahead 
in the knowledge that ample stocks will be available in 
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Australia up to D€:Xt season. A contributing factor may have 
been that A.D.F.A. promotion marked time while the planning 
of the recommendations of the P.A. marketing report was 
carried out. In this regard there is, of course, still much to 
be done before the basic requirements of the report can 
show any effect. A strong programme of national advertising 
with promotional support at consumer level which was 
launched in late October should be reflected in pre
Christmas sales and recover the lag experienced in the 
earlier months of the year. 

The new pOlycel sealed bag for Prunes has assisted retail 
sales this year, but it is disappointing to learn that supplies 
in recent months have been restricted due to lack of suitable 
quality fruit for processing. Consumers are not inclined to 
buy fruit from bulk cans after enjoying the convenience of 
a handy flat sealed pack, and sales lost are rarely, if ever, 
recovered. 

1! oz. Sultana packets. This year saw the strong pro
motion by individual packeters of the 1! oz. size which now 
is well on the way to becoming a fairly popular line of 
confectionery. The admirable results are largely due to 
reducing the retail price to 6d. each, and this has been possible 
by making bulk fruit available at a price of 1257- cwt. 
(Australian) F.O.B., and by reducing manufacturing costs 
through packeting at the source of supply. The marketing 
drive, based on attractive packeting and virile distribution, 
is now being supported by the packeters with advertising. 
Suitable assistance has been given by the A.D.F.A. Promotion 
section. 

An indication of the widespread distribution of this packet 
in shops may be gauged from the recent experiences with the 
Queensland, New South Wales, and more recently the 
Victorian, Weights and Measures authorities. Inspectors, noting 
the widespread distribution, inspected the packet and being 
an unauthorised size condemned it. Through the Board the ban 
·in each State has been lifted. 

To ensure that this, and other small sizes are brought 
within the Law evidence was given at the Weights and 
Measures enquiry which is being conducted on behalf of 
all States by the Victorian Government. It .was stressed 
that Dried Fruits in fancy packets or marketed as a con
fection should be excluded from the provision of having to 
sell in sizes designated by the regulations when under 8 ozs. 
in weight. 

State Quotas. Regular recommendations have been made 
to the State Dried Fruits Boards for home consumption quotas 
for Dried- Vine Fruits, and these have invariably been 
accepted. 

Not so, however, with Prune quotas, and no reconciliation of 
views has been achieved since the Board's report of last year. 
The setting of quotas by the State Boards is quite Unsatis
factory, and nothing which your Board has done has impressed 
the State Boards with the need to set quotas so that reason
able equity of sales is available. The position which the Board 
has so consistently tried to overcome, is that A.D.F.A. Growers, 
having large unsold stocks of the previous season to sell, are 
at a disadvantage against non-Association processors when 
a current season's quota is placed too high, and is not regu
lated to overall availability of fruit to the home market. 

In regard to Dried Tree Fruits it was considered not 
necessary to seek State quotas this year. 

Conferences with Distributors. The Board conferred with 
the Executive of the Federal Dried Fruits Distributors' As
sociation in January and again in March. The main subjects 
discussed were Season 1962 prices, extended deliveries of 
fruit to end of January in a season.: distribution aspects of the 
P.A. Marketing report, store promotions and improvements in 
Distributors' packet designs. . 

During the year the Board Was asked by the Victorian Food 
Retailers' Consultative Council to adopt a marketing procedure 
which would relieve wholesalers and retailers from ·ordering 
their requirements ahead, and thus obviate stock carry-over. 

In other words, the Associafion was asked to hold stocks 
until new season's fruit was available so that wholesalers and 
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retallers could btiy in Smaller quan,tities.- Wpat" -was _to be 
done by The A.D.F.A. with unwanted stocks late in the 
season was not mentioned. The Board could not entertain this 
request, believing it to ·be the obligations of Distributors, 
under their terms of registration, to carry adequate stocks. 
It was suggested to the retailers that an approach should be 
made to the Distributors in the matter. · 

In March the Federal Distributors' Association held its 
annual conference in Mildura and some Board members 
attended the discussions. 

Raisin Marketing. In its last report . the Board initimated 
that it would examine all aspectS of Raisin packing and 
marketing as requested by the Mildura District Council 
A.D.F.A. Since then data has been collated and it was hoped 
that a report could have been available for this Council 
meeting, but in view of certain points raised by the ViCtorian 
Dried Fruits Board on grading it was felt desirable to submit 
the matter for a full discussion at the Packers' Conference to 
be held on 19th November next. Ultimately, -this postpone
ment will result in a more comprehensive report. 

Distillery Fruit. Due to the high spirit stocks held by 
the Wine industry the Minister for Customs and Excise would 
not grant permission to packing companies this season to 
sell sub-standard fruit to distilleries. The protest is again 
recorded that the appropriate regulation governing the 
Minister's ·power to decide can, as is the case this season, 
react most inequitably on those· Growers who dry their fruit 
but are unable to sell sub-standard tonnage although some 
distilleries are willing to purchase it. 

Exports. Currants: The quantity released for· export by The
A.D.F.A. was 3,820 tons and this has been sold in various 
export markets-:-Canada being the largest buyer, 1,900 tons. 

Sultanas: 67,440 tons were released for export. Sales 
recorded in various markets to mid-October totalled 37,500 
tons - leaving about 30,000 tons still to be sold. Keen 
competition from Turkey and Greece is being experienced in 
all export. markets at prices lower than those fixed by the 
Export Control Board. Agents are being urged to press sales 
in every market. 

Raisins: 3,500 tons were released for export and were 
cleared quickly; Canada taking 880 tons, New Zealand 720 tons 
and the United Kingdom 1,890 tons. 

In response to a request- of the S.A. State Conference of 
last year the Export Control Board has intimated that it will 
give consideration to exhibiting Dried Fruits on future Trade 
Mission Ships leaving this country, Already trade exhibits 
have been displayed on earlier Mission Ships. 

The demand for Dried Tree Fruits has been encouraging, 
and ·in the case of Apricots further sales could have been 
made if supplies had been available. 

Such, however, does not apply to Prunes and difficulty has 
been experienced in shifting unsold Season 1961 stocks, and 
even now not all have been quitted. 

Statutory Marketing Board. As an item on this matter 
in regaM to Dried Vine Fruits is included in the Agenda 
the Board feels it cannot comment in this report on the 
issues involved, but notes that a somewhat similar proposal 
has been put forward by A.D.F.A. Prune growers in N~w 
South Wales. 

The proposal was referred by your Board to the Prunes 
Committee for examination and on the details available the 
Committee felt that the Solution to the Prunes problem is 
relatively simple in conception but difficult in application-that 
is, for all non-Association processors to come into The A.D.F.A. 

Prices. 
Commonwealth Market. No changes were- made in prices 

for either Dried Vine Fruits, Tree Fruits or Prunes for 1962. 
However, instead of the packeting surcharge (which was 
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unchang'ed) being both maximum and minimum the rateS were 
decla'red to be minimum and packeters could add their own 
premiums if they wished, 

The 1962 ptice for 1! oz. Sultana cartons was set at 3/7d. 
per dozen, but in July, in view of the unusual distr~bution 
conditions associated with this line, it was de~controlled both 
as to price and trading tenus. 

Exported Manufactured Foods. The rebate of 4d. lb. on 
Dried Vine Fruits was renewed for Season 1962 and ex
tended to · Season 1963 for it was found to be a helpful 
stimulus to the overseas sale of Dried Fruits products. This 
is supported by the increases registered in Season 1961 over 
1960 as the following comparisons show:-

Season 1961 SeaSon 1960 
Number of claims received 10 8 

Usage. 
Currants 
Sultanas 
Raisins .. . . 

Value of ClaimS 

Products Exported 
Fruit Cake .. 
Plum Puddings .. 
Mixed Fruits 
Fruit Mince 
Biscuits 

Tons 
27.7 

103.4 
3.1 

134.2 

£5,010 ll 6 

Tons 
14.0 
71.35 

85.35 

£3,185 6 8 

Tons 
182.81 
142.10 

24.66 
1.65 
7.72 

Tons 
144.99 
25.21 
23.20 

2.21 
2.42 

The concession in 1960 and 1961 was limited to those 
manufacturers registered with The A.D.F.A., but to widen the 
field to Dried Fruits users it was extended in 1962 -to all 
manufacturers. This wider concession wi1l also apply for 1963. 

Commonwealth Return; It is advisable to impress on 
delegates that Commonwealth quantity sales must be critic
ally examined to assess what proportion of usage and increase 
is related to sales at Commonwealth prices and how much 
is the result of granting price concessions. Thus, small as 
they are at prcisent, the -quantities sold for exported manu
factured foods and for H oz. packets, with development, 
would reflect an increase which would not" have been gained 
at normal Commonwealth prices. While it is conceded that if 
these sales had not been made in Australia the fruit would 
have been exported, regard must be paid to the fact that 
any increase in Commonwealth sales resulting from these 
concessions will not truly reflect consumer reaction to pro
motion based_ on normal Commonwealth prices levels. 

Cost of Production, The Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
has assessed costs at 1st April, 1962, at £106/13/10 per ton. 
At the same date in 1961 the cost was £103/1/10. In 1955, 
when the basic structure was fanned, it was £90 per ton. In 
seven years costs have increased by 18! per cent. 

Returns to Growers. Conversely to the rise in costs, statis
tics of the weighted average price. received by Growers for 
Dried Vine Fruits in the sweatbox (based on Sunraysia returns) 
show a gradual decline since 1958 in which year the average 
return was £123/2/3 per ton. In 1961 this had fallen to 
£111/6/9 per ton or a drop of 9! per cent. Thus, in 1961 
the net return in favour of the grower was approximately 
£8/5/- per ton, while in 1960 it was £11/2/- per ton. In 
1955 Growers just made ends meet. 

These comparisons highlight the three main objectives of the 
Industry at the present time:-

1. The need for greater stabilization over world prices 
(hence the Rome Conference). · 

2. The vital necessity to increase sales on the home market 
at Commonwealth prices (recognised by the need for 
promotion). 

3. Economic control over expansion of plantings. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



· Export Markets. The fOllo\'\ling alteratiqns in sterling prices 
fOr export markets are recorded:·- · · 

. Canada 
New 

Zealand 
East & 

Pacific 
Japan 
Continent 

&Eire 
United 

Kingdom 

Currants Sultanas 
per ton per ton 

Reduction £4 Reduction £4 

No change Reduction £9 

No change Reduction £11 
No change Reduction £14 

No change ReduCtion £16 

Increase £9 Reduction £17 /10; 

Raisins 
per ton 

Increase £4 

No Change 

No Change 
No Change 

No Change 

Increase £10 

All reductions in prices were forced on the Industry by 
competition from other producing countries. 

Opening prices for Apricots took a rise over 1961 for 
Britain, the Continent and Canada. .In March further in
creases of 20/- and 30/- cwt. sterling were respectively made 
in the first two markets. New Zealand qUotations for 1962 
for all varieties remained at 1961 levels. In the United 
Kingdom and the Continent an inCrease of 20/- cwt. sterling 
was made in May for Peaches. 

All prices in all overseas markets showed the equivalent of, 
or better than, net Commonwealth price.$. 

For Britain and the Continent opening prices for ''Fancy" 
PrUnes were 1d. lb. up on 1961, but no increases were taken 
for «Choice" or "Standard." Prices for Other Markets were 
not altered from 1961, but 7 lb. cans to New Zealand were 
quoted at a reduction of 3d. lb. 

The Australian Agents' Panel formed in 1961 to expedite 
decisiol).s on Dried Tree Fruits prices in the United Kingdom 
and Continent in liaison with a similar panel located in 
London, has proved so helpful that its activities were con
tinued for 1962. It is worth consideration by the Prunes 
Committee to form a similar panel for Prunes. 

Processing, 

Inspection Methods. The new method of packing house 
inspection, introduced after the Packers' Conference last 
November, will be reviewed at the Conference in Mildura 
next week.' 

Grades and Samples. A suggestion by the· Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Processing Committee that the manufacturing 
trade pref~rred a mixture of light and dark Sultana berries 
to bright even-coloured fruit was considered by the Board 
at the request of the Department of Primary Industry. 
Following checks with the trade it was apparent that manu
facturers actually preferred the present grades and were not 
interested in a light and dark mixture. 

An expression of opinion was sought by the Department from 
A.D.F.A. representatives on the Commonwealth Dried Vine 
Fruits Grade Fixing Committee as to the desirability of 
matching samples under standard lighting so that there was 
uniformity in the samples when sent to , packing houses. 
A.D.F.A. representatives supported ··the suggestion. 

The Board has proposed to the Department that samples 
of Dried Tree Fruits for packing houses in South· Australian 
non-irrigated areas could well be matched at the actual 
grade fixing meeting rather than at a separate later meeting. 
This proposal has been accepted on trial for 1963 Season. 

In future, A.D.F.A. representatives on the Tree Fruits 
. Grade Fixing Committee will take, and personally hold, 
samples of the grade samples set and make these available to 
all subsequent meetings for matching and to packing houses 
whenever required. . 

Size Grading. The temporary regulations for Dried Tree 
Fruits issued by the Department of Primary Industry in 1961 
were continued for another year. Size grading now seems to 
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be generally· accepted by -the trade and there is nQ reason 
Why the temporary regulations should not now be adopted. 

Similar temporary regulations were issued for Prunes in 
1961 and in December these were reviewed for Season 1962. 
The Department decided to make these regulations permanent . 

Sulphur Content of Apricots. Following the "freezing'' by 
the New Zealand he,fllth authorities of a consignment of 
Australian packeted Apricots because of excess sulphur con
tent, representations were made by the Board, through the 
Department of Primary Industry, to the New Zealand Gov
ernment to increase the permissible maximum content to 
3,000 p.p.m. While this request was not accepted it is under
stood consideration is being given to increasing the present 
limit of 2,000 p.p.m. to 2,500 p.p.m. (17.5 grains per lb.) and 
that, in the meantime, the New Zealand health authorities 
will accept a content of 2,500 p.p.m. Australian packers are 
aware of this. 

In the United Kingdom representations to have the con
tent raised from 2,000 p.p.m. to 3,000 p.p.m. were successful 
only to the extent that fruit could be imported with 3,000 
p.p.m. provided the content did not exceed 2,000 p.p.m. at 
time of sale. 

In Western Germany a maximum content of 2,000 p.p.m. 
was approved as from 1/7/1961. 

As reported by the Board to Federal Council last year 
C.S.I.R.O. was requested to carry out field experiments to 
evolve a sulphuring formula which growers could use so 
that fruit destined for a particular country did not contain 
more than the maximum content permitted in that market. 
Field tests were carried out during the 1962 harvest, but so 
far QO report or recommendations from C.S.I.R.O. have been 
received. 

Research. 
Production Problems Committee. Many Growers' problems 

continue to be closely examined by the Committee and the 
value of its work is apparent. Meetings are held regularly 
and the Committee, apart from circularising details through 
its Minutes, issues statements to the Press for the information 
of growers. 

At all times the Committee has been closely associated with 
the Merbein Research Station, C.S.I.R.O., the State Depart
me.nts of Agriculture and the Victorian State Rivers & Water 
Supply Commission. It also maintains liaison with Western 
Australia by correspondence and through the exchange of 
technical information. 

Establishment of Insectary. It is pleasing to record that 
with the appointment of a highly qualified Entomologist by 
the Victorian Department of Agriculture the way was opened 
to consider the establishment of an insectary at Mildura 
designed to experiment in both biological and chemical con
trols over various types of fruit pests. 

In recent months events have moved rapidly. and in col
laboration with Mildura Citrus interests the Board ·has con
veyed to the Victorian Minister for Agriculture that, subject 
to the anticipated approval of Federal Council, The A.D.F.A. 
will underwrite £20,000 of the total establishment requirement 
of £25,000, the balance being provided by the Mildura District 
Citrus Marketing Association. A motion from the Victorian 
State Conference appears on the Agenda which is suitable 
for Council to consider the approval of the contribution sought 
by the Board. 

In its discussions with the Victorian Department of Agri
culture the Board and the Citrus interests have emphasised 
that while the Department will be responsible for the costs 
of maintaining the insectary all results and recommendations 
must be made available to all States for the two industries 
can only regard this project as a Federal benefit. The 
Department has agreed to this and is also prepared to work 
closely with a Growers' liaison committee. 

It is pleasing to record that the Mildura Wine Grape 
Growers' Association recommended to the annual conference 
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of the Federal Grapegrower~· Council that it financially oon
.tribute, and that an initial approach by your Board to the 
Deparhnent of Primary Industry for a £ for £ grant has been 
sympathetically received. The Board has invited the Federal 
Canning Fruit Growers' Association to financially participate 
and the Australian Citrus Growers' Federation is, likewise, 
approaching its associated body in South Australia. Contri
butions by any, or all, of these bodies will proportionately 
reduce the contributions by The A.D.F.A. and the Mildura 
Citrus Association. 

White Centres in Apricots. While field tests on sulphur 
cont~nt were being conducted by C.S.I.R.O. in January, 1962, 
it was suggested that the problem of white centres in the 
pit cavities of Dried Apricots be investigated and, as a 
result, a report recently received suggests that the white 
centres may be due to degradative changes in certain cells 
possibly caused by heat stress and water loss. It has. been 
suggested that, without affecting quality under good drying 
conditions, the most practical preventi6n would be to spray the 
sulphured fruit with water so as to fill the cups immediately 
before drying. 

Gummosis in Apricots. This scourge is decimating the 
Apricot tree population in South Australia, almost to the 
point of extinction in non-irrigated areas. A revealing and 
considered report submitted to the S. A. State Conference 1962 
has been read by the Board and it is apparent that if Gum
mosis is to be overcome, or at least arrested, further and 
intensive research is absolutely essential. The Board will 
take up this matter strongly with the S.A. Department of Agri
culture and the Waite Agricultural Research Institute. 

Polycel Packs of Prunes. Although present techniques have 
gone a long way in producing a mould-free packet, some 
consumer complaints are still being received, and A.D.F.A. 
processors are now experimenting with a process of retorting 
fruit in the polycel packs. No details of any success have, 
however, yet been received. 

General. 

Sales Tax. The Commonwealth Government has continued 
to resist abolition of this tax on manufactured products con
tafning Dried. Fruits. This is not only regrettable but 
unsympathetic to a genuine case of hardship, for, according to 
the P.A. Pty. Ltd. marketing report, the tax is coitsiderecj to 
be a deterrent to increasing sales of fruit to manufacturers. 

A strong campaign was carried out after a full submission 
had been sent to the Federal Treasurer, but the only result was 
an implied expressiOn of sympathy and a promise to bear the 
request in mind. The Board will, of course, continue to make 
representations in the hope that eventually the Government 
will appreciate the need to assist the industry in developing 
home fruit sales by granting this tax concession. 

Probate Duty. Victorian State Conference 1962 drew the 
Board's attention to new provisions in the Act "freezing" any 
funds in excess of £100 held in a joint bank ac;:count when 
one of the parties dies, unless released by the authority of the 
Commissioner of Probate Duties. The Board was asked to 
take steps to have this provision altered. 

After careful consideration the Board feels that it cannot 
act as requested, and recommends that GrowerS having joint 
accounts ensure that at no time· is more than £100 held at 
credit in the joint account. Any surplus should be in separate 
accounts. Growers needing funds for. immediate working ex
penses should not be embarrassed by this provision for alterna
tive facilities are readily available. 

Trade MaJ,"k. The mark .. Sunraysed" owned by the Associa
tion has been renewed for a further fourteen yearS and is, 
therefore, protected for exclusive promotion use by the Industry. 

Rules and Regulations. It is noted that the Federal 
Council Agenda includes a request for a re-print, but in 
view of the depletion of stocks, caused by recent demands, 
steps have had to be taken already to obtain further supplies. 
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75th Anniversory. Thi~ momootou,s mi.lestono .ln lb., historY 
af the Industry was commemorated by holding a dinner in 
Mildura on 16th October to which a number of notable per
sons, including the Premiers of Victoria and South Australia, 
were invited, and by publishing an attractive booklet "Fruits 
of the Vine." Copies of this publication have been sent 
to all those Growers for whom requests were received from 
packing companies, The booklet will also have a wide distri
bution to allied Interests, both in Australia and overseas. 

Branches. Prune Growers in the Western District of Victoria 
have formed the «Edenhope Dried Fruits Association A.D.F.A." 
and _in Young the District Council and associated Branches 
have re-formed into one Branch known as "Young District 
Branch A.D.F.A." 

In the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area 'there are a number 
of redundant Branches with only the "Griffith Producers' 
Branch A.D.F.A." and «Yenda Branch A.D.F.A." now active. 
The Board has as,ked these two Branches to re-organise on an 
independent Grower-basis within the Murrumbidgee District 
Council A.D.F.A. and it is regrettable to note that so far this 
has not been done. Due to the growing proportion of 
foreign-born growers in the Area, and the strong competitive 
operations of non-association Prune processors, the Board 
must very soon, in order to protect A.D.F .A. interests, insist 
that re-organisation on A.D.F.A. lines be carried otit. 

Committee. The following advisory personnel were added to 
the Production Problems Committee during the year:-

Mr. R. L. Wishart, District Horticultural Adviser, Ren-· 
mark (represeriting the South Australian Department oF 
Agriculture). 

Mr. J. H. Duncan, Horticultural Research Station, Dareton 
(rep~escnting the New South Wales Department of Agri
culture), who replaced Mr. F. S,. -Oldham. Mr. Oldham 
found it necessary to resign because of ill-health. 

Liaison with Growers. Members of the Board visited a 
number of Branches by invitation and were present at 
Victorian and South Australian State Conferences. 

Obituaries. Deep regret is expressed at the passing of 
Mr. A. V. Lyon, M.B.E., and Mr. N. Barclay, M.M., M.L.A., 
both of whom were closely identified with the Industry for 
many years. 

Congr:ltulations are extended to Mr. ]. V. Moroney, O.B.E. 
(at present Secretary of the Department of Primary Industry), 
on his appointment to the Chairmanship of the Australian 
Wheat Board, and to Mr. A. C. B. Maiden (at present 
Director of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics), on being 
appointed as the new Secretary' of the Department of 
Primary Industry. 

Board Retirements. With the retirement of Messrs. P. Mal
loch, M.B.E. and L. B. O'Donnell from the Board after many 
years .of unselfish, loyal and wholehearted service to the 
Association and the Industry, I feel sure that Federal Council 
delegates and the many growers who comprise The A.D.F.A. 
jbin me and other members of the Board in expressing our 
very sincere good wishes and appreciatioiJ- to these 
gentlemen. 

There will be very few of -Us present today who will 
remember when Mr. Malloch first joined the Board in 1924, 
but there is none of us who does not knoW of his un
remitting toil over the years to strengthen and consolidate 
the interests of our Association and to help guide the destinies 
of the Australian Dried Fruits Industry. 

Mr. O'Donnell has been a Board member since 1949, priOr 
to which he was President of Federal Council for ten years. 
Always he has had the interests of The A.D.F.A. and the 
Industry at heart and as a Grower member he has never 
failed to protect and further their interests. 

To both these gentlemen w~ express our heartfelt wish 
that they enjoy many years of happy retirement from 
A.D.F.A. affairs, knowing that at any time both would 
willingly give the Association the benefit of their wide experi
ence and knowledge. 
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$,500 lbs. of grapes "take a dip" before going on the rack for drying 

Perfection for export 
or home consumption 
Mobil Fruit Dipping Oil Special gives you the way to highest crown fruit and big 
profits from home or overseas markets. It's proved to give you quicker turnover of 
valuable rack space through reducing drying time which also means less darkening 
of fruits. Get the benefits of Mobil Fruit Dipping Special, available in 45, 1216 and 
4-gallon drums from your packing shed or local Mobil Agent. 

il Fruit Dipping Oil 
Special 

Mobil Oiil Australia Pty. Ltd. 
FD6201·54 
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GENERAl SECRETARY'S REPORT ON ITEMS REFERRED TO 
THE BOARD Of MANAGEMENT fROM 

FEDERAl COUNCil, 1962 
REPORT. 

Head· Office Levy 1962 (Item 23). 
"That Federal Council vote a maximum of £120,000 for 

Season 1962 for general administration and sales promotion 
and that the levy rate be set at the discretion of the Board 
of Management according to crop production figures.n 
At its March 1962 meeting the Board set the following 

rates:-
Dried Vine Fruits-27 I~ per ton (for administration and 

promotion) of which 9d. per ton would be paid to 
Branches. 

Dried Tree Fruits-IS/- per ton (for administration only) of 
which 2/- per ton would be paid to Branches. 

Prunes-60/- per ton (for administration and promotion) of 
which 2/- per ton would be paid to Branches. 

No promotion levy was imposed on Dried Tree Frnits as 
unexpended funds of £1454 were available and were con
sidered to be adequate for the activities planned for current 
activities. 

These levy rates are expected to provide an income of 
£134,800 as against the £120,000 approved by Federal Council. 
After providing £3,730, for payment to Bran·ches the net 
income to Head Office is assessed at £131,070. 

Subsequent to the March meeting consideration was given 
to amending the levy rates to bring income ,-within the 
£120,000, but it was decided to let the original rates remain 
and to present to Federal Council a request for approval for 
the additional amount on the grounds that with a continuing 
sales promotion programme in view it would be advis_able to 
build up reserves in a year of high production so as to ease 
the contribution burden on Growers in a subsequent season, 
or seasons, when promotion commitments could require the 
availability of adequate funds. 

Bank Overdraft Service Fee {Item 26)._ 
~·That this Federal Council views with concern the 

decision of the trading banks to impose a service fee for 
providing overdraft facilities to clients and requests the 
Board of Management that the National Farmers" Union 
be asked to pre·sent to the Australian Bankers· Association 
the request that this fee be not applied to primary 
producers."' 
In December 1961 this resolution was forwarded to the 

National Farmers' Union of Australia with the request that 
it be incorporated in a letter embracing all primary producers. 
In March 1962 the Farmers' Union advised that the Australian 
Bankers' Association was giving· collsideration to the proposal. 

In September last the Banks announced the abolition of all 
inland exchange as from 1st October, but while Federal 
Council's request was accepted the concession was accom
panied by the introduction of sliding scale fees for ledger 
activity and quarterly collection of cheques deposited. Con
cessions additional to the abolition of inland exchange are a 
reduced half-yearly charge for keeping customers~ cheque 
accounts (provided a maximum volume is not exceeded), and 
a rebate on the activity and collection fees provided a 
stipulated surplus credit is lying in an account. 

By and large it would seem that some advantage may be 
gained by smafl operators of current accounts, but traders 
generally are expected to pay higher bank charges. 

Grower Membership {Item 29). 
"That the Board of Management make another attempt 

to organise Grower Branches of The A.D.F.A. in the Young 
district." ' 
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This request was initially referred to the Young representa
tive on the Prunes Committee who advised that re:-organisation 
on the lines tequired by the Board was being implemented. 
However, progress was considered not to be satisfactory and 
in June the Board Chairman, with Mr. L. B. O'Donnell and 
the General Secretary, visited the district, contacted a number 
of individual Growers and attended a general meeting of all 
Growers in the Young districts. 

The result was that g provisional committee was formed 
to draw up a Constitution for adoption to establish one Branch 
for the whole district. The Constitution was adopted on 
August 17, 1962, and an Executive Committee was appointed 
by Growers' ballot. 

The new Branch replaces the previous four Branches and 
the Young District CoUncil. In accordance with the provisions 
of Rules and Regulations suitable amendments to cover the 
changes will be sought from Federal Council 1962. 

Foreign Matter in Dried Fruits {Item 35). 
"That in view of complaints being received about foreign 

matter in Dried Fruits packs the Department of Primary 
Industry should take steps to bring this matter more forcibly 
before those responsible." 
This requirement was covered when the Board of Manage

ment conferred with Packers, Agents' Representatives, officers 
of the Department of Primary Industry and representatives of 
the State· Dried Fruits Boards in Mildura on 27th November, 
1961. 

A further conference is scheduled for the coming 19th 
November, again in Mildura. 

Weed Killers and Soil Sterilants {Item 37). 
«That the Council approve the steps taken to control the 

use of weed killers and soil sterilants. either aerial or water
borne, on or adjacent to vine planted areas and the Bo-ard 
of Management is requested to continue its efforts to ensure 
that suitable legal restrictions are imposed."' 
The Board has maintained liaison with the Ministers of 

Agriculture of the various producing States. during the year. 
In brief, steps being taken to bring in uniform controlling 
legislation seems to be directed more to the control over aerial 
spraying by train~g' and registering pilots. As to imposing 
controls over damage to plants by water-borne steriiants the 
view is that Growers have the remedy through seeking damages 
under existing legislation. 

Stabilization Plan (Item 39). 
~'That in view of the uncertainty of primary industry, due 

to the effects of the possible entry of the United Kingdom 
into the European Common Market, steps be taken through 
the Board of Management at the appropriate time with the 
Federal. Government to ensure that the cost of production 
of Dried Fruits be guaranteed either by subsidy and/ or a 
satisfactory stabilization plan."7 

• 

In January 1962 the Board considered it was opportune to. 
re-open talks with the Minister for Primary Industry, and a 
meeting, attended by the Board Chairman and the General 
Secretary, took place in Canberra on 22nd February. At these 
exploratory discussions the Government agreed to examine 
any proposals the Industry might put forward for a guaranteed 
cost-of-production scheme with upper and lower quantitative 
limitations. 

At successive Board meetings various alternative proposals 
were carefully examined and as a guaranteed full cost-of
production plan had been consistently refused by the Govern
ment consideration was given to submitting a scheme for a 
guaranteed cost per acre~ This scheme was tentatively dis
cussed by the Board Chairman with officers of the Department 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



on 7th August. The following. impressio;ns, _ which later were 
qualified somewhat by the Department, were left with the 
Chairman following this meeting-:- ·. 

1. Details of the new approach would be closely examined 
by the Department. (Later the Department conveyed 
that its understanding was the matter was left in 
abeyance unless the Department could offer further 
comment helpful to the Industry.) 

2. Ideas for an Industry·- Plan would receive consideratio:Q 
at the proper time. (The Department later observed 
that "pro_per time.. carried no stipulation as to when 
this would be.) 

3. The term ''cost-of~production" is not now favoured 
in any scheme of stabilization and that a ''puarantee 
price v.er unit .. · would be better related to • economic 
return', (Later the Department felt that ~'negotiated'" 

' or .. agreed return'' were more apt expressions than 
"economic return".) 

4. Pending the outcome of the E.E.C. negotiations the 
Government could not give consideration to a scheme 
of stabilization for any industry likely to be adversely 

· affected. (Later the Department clarified this impression 
by observing that under existing circumstances no 
scheme could be viewed realistically except with some 
regard to the E.E.C. Conceivably a new approach to 
general stabilization arrangements might evolve out of 
the result of the final E.E.C. conditions. The Govern
ment would be still !repared to consider any scheme 
in the meantime an did not intend to convey that 
agreement on a scheme could not be reached because 
of a possible E.E.C. situation.) 

5. That the Indus,try had been too late in accepting a 
Stabilization Plan and if the Government, had to honour 
its promise to give the Industry a Plan it would now 
come from the Government. {Later the Department 
considered this impression to be incorrect and stated 
(a) the Industry would have by now benefited from the 

1957 scheme if it had been accepted, · 
(b) financial implications now might be somewhat differ

ent to those in 1957 because of the altered marketing 
outlook, 

(c) the Government did not reserve complete initiative 
in establishing a scheme, 

(d) any scheme advanced by the Industry would still 
be considered by the Government.) 

Weighing up the pros and cons of the discussions during 
the· year the Board considered at its September meeting that 
submission of a proposal acceptable to both the industry and 
the Government would need to be deferred until the outcome 
of the E.E.C. negotiations. 

United Kingdom Market (Item 41). 
«That in view of the resistance shown by privileged 

buyers at present in the· United Kingdom the Australian 
Dried Fruits Control Board be urged to make fruit avail
able to a wider range of prospective buyers.'" 
This resolution was passed to the Export Control Board on 

23rcV November, 1961, and in January 1962 that Board 
forwarded a report from its London Office on the matter 
which, summarised, is stated as follows :-

1. The buyers" list must not be regarded as static. Finns 
with a worthwhile potential would be given the right 

' to be added to the list. 
2. The London Office· would do its utmost to protect the 

legitimate interests of those prepared to give the Aus
tralian Industry strong and continuing support. 

3. The London Office would strongly canvass non-users 
of Australian fruit and would be prepared to treat any 
of them as direct buyers if prepared to purchase a given 
tonnage (50 or 100 tons) annually. 

Foreign Markets (Item 42). 
"'That in view of the apparent entry of the United King

dom into the European CQmmon Market the Australian 
Dried Fruits Control Board be asked to make a more 
determined effort to promote sales in Asian countries and 
Russia.'• 
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W.33 GROWERS PRUNER 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

W.lB SWORD PRUNER 

Designed to give the essen- • Fitted with rust-resisting blades 
tially clean cut required by • which give a perfect, clean cut. 
professional growers. This • Handles are shaped to fit the 
pruner is fitted with a volute • hand. Easy-act-ion catch. Equally 
spring and forged handle and • well suited to heavy and general 
combines perfection of cut • pruning. 
with comfort in use and great • 
strength and durability. 0 

designed for 
perfect pruning 

• 
• 

W.42 POC«ET PRUNER • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

This handy pruner, with its rust- • 
resisting blades is designed to give Cl 

a perfect, clean cut. Light and com· o 
pact, with an easy-action safety 0 
catch. Which enables it to be • 
carried in the pocket with comtr 0 
letesafety. Ideal for light pruning. 0 

• 

W.37 SABRE PRUNER 

The single-cut action of this 
pruner gives a perfect pruning 
cut. Handles are designed to 
fit the .shape of the hand, 
Rust-resisting blades and easy
action safety catch. Suitable 
for light and general pruning. 

WILKINSON SWORD LIMITED · L·ONDON · ENGLAND 

Aust. Agent$: F. R. Baker Pty. ltd., 

34 Queen Street, Melbourne. 181 Clarence Street, Sydney. 

Available leading Hardware Stores. 
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This resolution was forwarded to the Export Control Board 
on 23rd November, 1961, and in January 1962 that Board 
advised that a survey was being carried out by the Depart~ 
ments of Primary Industry and Trade. This was completed 
in May 1962 and copies were forwarded to Branches and 
District Councils in August, together with a summary of 
selling prospects in world markets. 

It is noted that a somewhat similar report is listed by the 
Victorian State Conference on this year's Federal Council 
Agenda and that the impressions recently gained by Mr. C. J. 
Ward, General Manager, Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. 
Ltd., on East Asian markets will be commented on by biro in 
an address to delegates. 

Diversion to Wineries (Item 43). 
"'That Item 43 be referred back to the Boafd of Man'age

ment for further consideration." 
Pending the collation of data this resolution was not con

sidered by the Board until January 1962 when consideration 
was giVen to a proposal to introduce a two Pool system (No. 
1 Pool for first sale and No. 2 for surplus production), designed 
to regulate re-diversion to the Dried Fruits Industry. 
Examining all aspects of the implications of such a scheme 
the Board, at its July meeting, reluctantly came to the con
clusion that The A.D.F.A. could not control diversions 
because 

1. The proposal rested on compulsion to observe regulated 
disposal of fruit through fresh and dried channels. 

2. Compulsion would carry with it the liability for financial 
redress to Growers. 

3. Compulsion could not be enforced without statutory 
powers. 

It is relative to observe that because of the all-time record 
1962 fresh grape crop processed by the Wine Industry this 
year stocks of fortifying spirit increased substantially and 
there was an upward movement in stocks of fortified wine 
and brandy. The result has been that the Minister for 
Customs and Excise has refused permission to packing 
companies to sell sub-standard fruit to 1 distilleries. 

Commonwealth Market (Item 44). 
"That whilst approving in principle of the plan proposed 

by Personnel Administration Pty. Ltd. this Federal Council 
recommends to the Board of Management that it be 
implemented progressively as experience dictates, having~ 
mind ·the basic principles of a five-year plan." 

"That the Board of Management be asked to submit to 
Branches, quarterly reports consisting of progress and 
furth~r developments proposed under the sales promotion 
plan. 
The requirements of the first resolution have been conw 

sidered by the Board at each meeting and progress was 
specifically reported to Branches and DistriCt Councils at 
the end of March and July 1962. In addition, the Minutes of 
each Board meeting have fully .covered various aspects of 
implementation. 

Notice of Motion (Item 45). 
«That The A.D.F.A. Rules and Regulations be altered by 

Federal Council 1962 so as to permit the implementation of 
a continuing sales promotion plan by authorising the neces
sary finance for such extended period of years as Federal 
Council shall decide." 
This Notice of Motion is listed in the 1962 Agenda for 

consideration. 

Location of future Federal Councll meetings (Item 47). 
«That because of poor acoustics of this hall and unsuit

able seating arrangements of conference delegates the 
General Secretary be instructed to arrange more suitable 
accommodation for conducting future Federal Conferences." 
Some sixteen different likely meeting places were con-

tacted, some of which were not big enough, others were 
already booked out, and others would not permit the overnight 
use of the room which would have necessitated clearing up 
all papers at the end of each session. 

Two city hotels were suitable for location, but were either 
too small for comfortable seating or were not acoustically 
satisfaytory. · 

Eventually the present location, though not within the city 
proper, was considered to be the best choice. 

Visitors (Item 48). 

~'That -in future all official visitors to Federal Council be 
issued with a complete copy of reports at the same time 
as reports are despatched to delegates; also that a name 
card of a different colour to that issued to delegates be 
provided for visitors.,, 
These requests have be€m observed. 

Nyah Fruitgrowers' Co-Operative Co .. Ltd .. 
NYAHWEST 

NOMINAL CAPITAL, £35,000 PAID UP FUNDS, £30,154 

DRIED FRUITS and CITRUS PACKERS 
~~MURREE BRAND" 

SUPPLIERS OF ALL GROWERS' REQUISITES 
Agents for: 

Victoria Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Neptnne Oil Co. Pty. Ltd. 
Australian Mutnal Provident Society 

Pag~ Sixteen 

Wholesale Distributor: 

Cowley Automatic Level 
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RE-ORGANISATION OF THE INDUSTRY 
Federal Council rejects proposal for one Statutory Body 

An interesting suggestion with far-reaching possibilities was 
put forward at Federal Council conference to the effect that 
the Board of Management be requested to examine the ad
visability or otherwise of forming one statutory Board to 
administer this Industry. 

As a motion to that effect had been included in the Agenda 
it was possible for the Board to give some guidance to delegates 
by submitting a preliminary report. This report~ which was pre
sented by Mt. O'Donnell, is interesting and is quoted in full. 

Formation of one Statutory Body 

The Board of Management has considered the motion of 
Victorian State Conference which reads:-

"That consideration be given to the re-organisation of 
the industry, and that one Statutory Board be formed to 
Administer the Industry." 
The suggestion that control of the marketing of Dried Fruits 

be vested in one Statutory Board is not new. 
When, in early 1924, The A.D.F .A. leaders of the Industry 

requested the Federal Governnient to introduce legislation 
to regulate the sale of Dried Fruits ih such a way that all 
Growers would receive a fair share of all markets, both home 
and export, it was hoped that the ·Dried FruitS (Export) Control 
Act would be strong enough to curb the selfish practices of 
"outsiders" such as F. James of South Australia and others 
in Victoria and New South Wales. 

However, it was soon apparent that James, by refusing to 
export any fruit, was not influenced in any way by the 
Federal Act, or the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board constituted under that Act. 

The A.D.F.A. leaders then were compelled, in order to 
"plug the holes" in the Commonwealth legislation, to ap
proach the four State Governments with a request to intro
duce legislation to bolster the Federal Act. 

Victoria and South Australia introduced the necessary 
leiislation in 1925, followed by Western Australia in 1926. 
In 1927 the N.S.W. Gove.rnment very reluctantly (and only 
after considerable propaganda work by A.D.F.A. Growers) 
follow~d suit. 

Invoking the limitations imposed under Section 92 of the 
Commonwealth Constitution, James defied the S.A. Dried 
Fruits Board, who, in a gallant endeavour to make him "toe 
the line," seized some of his fruit that had been sold interstate, 
with the unfortunate result that, in a subsequent court action, 
James obtained a verdict that cost the S.A. Dried Fruits Board 
approximately £30,000. 

(Incidentally, S.A. Growers paid high levies for many years 
to recm,Ip this charge, Growers in the other vitally interested 
States did not contribute). 

About this time (1935) the Commonwealth High Court 
ruled that Section 92, while it bound the States did not bind 
the Commonwealth, and the Federal Government introduced 
legislation to regulate by quota interstate sales of Dried Fruits. 

In 1936, James appealed to the Privy Council which ·re
versed the Commonwealth High Court decision and ruled 
that Section 92 was just as binding on the Commonwealth as 
on the States. 

After the Privy Council decision in the James case all 
political parties favoured a referendum to bring about an 
amendment of Section 92. This took place in 1937 and was 
rejected by all States and by the Commonwealth electors as a 
whole. Over 2,200,000 voters were against and only 1,260,000 
were in favour, 

A further attempt to get freedom from Section 92 was made 
in 1946. when several subjects were covered, including Market
ing; Industrial Employment and Social Services. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUJTS NEWS 

Marketing, including Section 92, was carried by Australia as 
a whole, but the amendment failed because only three of the 
States instead of the reqUired four States agreed. 

In more recent times the Commonwealth Parliament set up 
a non-party Committee to report on the Constitution and that 
Committee favoured many amendments, including the giving 
to the Commonwealth certain marketing powers by the amend
ment of Section 92. 

No decision has been given by the Government as to which 
(if any) of the amendments is favoured. No doubt a Section 
92 amendment would be included, but, in any case, any 
amendment must be referred to the people and has to be 
carried by not only a majority of the people but a majority of 
the States. 

As proof ·of the difficulty of having amendments ·to the 
Constitution carried, it has been only the "easy" or «natural" 
ones that have been approved, e.g. Senate election alteration 
(1906), taking over State debts (1910 and 1928), creating the 
Loan Council (1928) and transfer" of Social Services to the 
Commonwealth (1946). All these could reasonably have been 
expected to succeed. -

Efforts were made to give the Commonwealth de.6n.ite powers 
over monopolies, corporations and so on, These were re
peatedly rejected in 1911, 1913, 1919 and 1926. Also re
jected were Post-War Reconstruction and Democratic Rights 
in 1944, Industrial Employment 1946, Rents and Prices 1948, 
Communism 1951, and Civil Aviation in 1935. Power for the 
latter was eventually granted through enabling State Acts. 

There were also two referenda on Conscription for Military 
Service in 1916 and 1917. Both were rejected. Western 
Australia favoured both, but not the other States. 

Up to the Present it has seemed necessary to have a large 
measure of agreement amongst the political parties to have 
any chance of carrying a referendum. Even that measure ol 
agreement has not always been sufficient. For instance, the 
1937 Referendum had the support of most of the main 
parties, but the "No" vote was overwhelming. 

Following James'· success before the Privy Council in 1936, 
and the failure to get Section 92 amended by referendum in 
1937, The A.D.F.A. leaders were convinced that the limited 
powers possessed by the Commonwealth and State Dried 
Fruits Boards left the Industry in a very parlous position. 
Outsiders could sell all their fruit in Australia at id. lb. below 
A.D.F.A. prices, and no statutory Dried Fruits Board could 
compel them to export any fruit to the lower priced overseas 
markets. All that a State Dried Fruits Board could enforce 
was the maximum quality of a variety produced in ~its own 
State which could be sold therein. 

To have ·tried to beat these independent operators by com
petitive price-cutting would have spelt ruin to most of the 
Growers, so in 1937 M.I.D.A. Ltd. was formed by The A.D.F.A. 

This was a rather desperate manoeuvre, brilliantly executed 
by Mr. Peter Malloch and the late Mr. H. D. HoWie, who 
in one week of hectic bargaining bought out most of the 
outsiders, including the chief trouble-maker-Freddy James. 

The firm control over Australian prices thus gained by The 
A.D.F.A. enabled the Growers to recoup in less than two 
years the total amount it cost to get rid of the outsider. 

The limitation and division of the powers of the statutory 
Boards are iust the same to-day as they were in 1937 and 
they can be altered only by a majority of the people and a 
majority of the States agreeing by referendum to do so. 

I hope I have now clearly pointed out that it is just not 
practical politics to merge the State Boards, the Common
wealth Board and the Board of. Management into one 
Statutory Board. 
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But even if it were, I doubt the wisdom of depriving 
Federal Council of an ExecutiVe Committee to carry out its 
instructions between Conferences. 

A moment's thought must convince anyone that if full power 
over all phases of nlarkcting of our Dried Fruits were vested 
in one enlarged statutory Board (and it would have to be 
enlarged to give reasonable representation to the far-flung 
groups of Growers from Perth to Swan Hill), the powers of 
District Councils, State Conferences and Federal Council would 
be reduced to such an extent that it would not be worth the 
cost of holding them. To what extent would a Board, 
vested with fUll statutory powers, be prepared to take direc
tions from an un-incorporated non-statutory body? 

On the other hand the added cost of a greatly enlarged 
Commonwealth. Dried Fruits Control Board would be ahnost 
as great as the present cost of the present Export Control 
Board, the Board of Management and the State Boards. 

In addition, The A.D.F.A. would relinquish one of our most 
precious privileges, viZ., the power to fix prices and condi
tions under whkh our fruit is sold in Australia, and through 
our unilfied Grower strength protect the interests of those 
Growers to the utmost. 

It is quite possible under one statutory Board for an un
sympathetic Minister, influenced perhaps by party bias, to 
insist on prices and conditions that would not meet with the 
approval of Federal Council, and Federa:I Council would be 
powerless to do anything but utter protests that could be 
blithely ignored. 

A Minister of the Crown docs not necessarily have to accept 
the advice of a statutory Board, so that the mere facf of 
having a majority of- grower representatives on the Board do~ 
not mean that Grower wishes will always be carried out by 
the Board. 

Contrast that possibility with the practice of the Board of 
Management which meets its master, Federal Council, at least 
once each year to give an account of its stewardship. 

Again contrast that fact with the weak and fleeting control 
the Growers exert one day each three years when the Grower 
members of a- statUtory Board are elected. 

In addition,- the Growers on Federal Council, Or at any 
other conferences of the Industry, would have no influence 
over the number or qualifications of the Government ap
pointed members of the enlarged statutory Board. Those 
members might all be good men; on the other hand they 
might possibly be political rejects. 

Did I hear the time-worn cliche «Unity- ·is Strength"? It -is 
very true as far as it goes, but more than strength is necessary 
to properly and profitably control our great industry. An 
equally appropriate slogan wOuld be "In a multitude of 
Counsellors there is Wisdom." 

Evidently in the mind of the. seconder of the motion of 
Victorian State Conference streamlining, like Mesopotamia, is 
a "blessed" word. True enough it is most desirable in designing 
a ballistic missile for instance, but streamlined control could 
very easily lead to restrictive dictatorial control and I feel 
sure that most Growers of Dried FrUits are not prepared to re
linquish all control of their product to one streamlined Board 
without substantial provision that the wishes of the Growers 
be sought frequently and that those wishes be given proper 
consideration before grave decisions are made. 

In conclusion, I would like to state that, in my opinion, 
this "unstreamlined" sprawling but widely representative system 
of control of our product has, in spite of its superficial lumpi
ness, done, and is doing, a good job of- work for the grow~rs. 

l fervently hope that some of our younger delegates, 
who seem to look with a rather critical eye at anything we 
older delegates support, will give long and considered thought 
to any proposal to hand over to a semi-Government Depart
ment those powers_ and privileges which have, particularly 
since 1937, enabled the Industry to flourish, to survive bad 
drying years, to successfully absorb a reasonable number of 
returned servicemen of World Wars I and II, and to face 
cahnly in the troubled times of 1962 a very difficult situation, 
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convinced that with the continued loyal support of the rank 
and file of Growers some reasonable solution will be found 
so that the Industry can continue to support in a manner 
worthy of Australians the many people who now look to it for 
their living. 

Interesting Debate 

The discussion which followed indicated that considerable 
thought had been given to the subject, both by proponents and 
opponents. An excellent review of the advantages of one statu
tory body was put forward by Mr. Missen. 

It was, however, apparent that the greater proportion of 
Council delegates did not favour the idea for the foUowing 
motion was withdrawn:-

"That this Federal Council request the Board of Manage
ment to seek through Federal and State Government 
Crown Law Departments legal opinion on the practi
cability of the formation of an Australian Dried Fruits 
Board. The functions of such a Board to combine the 
activities of the Australian Dried Fruits Control Board 
and the marketing activities of The A.D.F.A." 

Branch Enquiry 

In December the Robinvale Branch A.D.F.A. expressed in
terest in the various legal decisions and discussions which in 
past- years, had rtaken place on the activities and function~ of 
the statutory Board, and on the powers of the Common
wealth and States under Section 92. Details have been con
veyed to the Branch which can weli be printed for the general 
information of variOus sections of the Industry. In brief it 
can be stated-

1. Se~tion 92 (Chapter IV-Finance and Trade-of the 
Commonwealth Constitution) re~ds 

"On the imposition of uniform duties of customs, trade 
commerce, and intercourse among the States, whether bY 
means -of internal carriage or ocean navigation, shall be 
absolutely free." 

2 .. Both State and Commonwealth are bound by Section 92. 

3. The Commonwealth has powers in relation to expo!ts 
and inter-State trade, has no power over intra-State trade, can 
regulate exports but cannot force people to export, has no 
power to set up an authority to take over the responsibilities 
of a State statutory authority (e.g., a State Dried. Fruit Board}, 
cannot register .packing houses for intra-State production or 
trade, cannot licence production, and cannot determine what 
can be sold within a State. • 

4. The States have complete power over intra-State trade 
and production within the States concerned, are best qualified 
to set up producer-controlled Boards, but have no power to 
force exports or regulate them. 

5. The Commonwealth Constitution can be amended by a 
favourable referendum but success would depend on four out 
of six States approving, and a majority of the whole of those 
voting must say "Yes". In this regard the present Common~ 
wealth Government seems disinclined to ask the people for 
any alteration. 

It is to be rioted that even under the present proposals by 
the Commonwealth to deal with restraint of trade (monopolies), 
which involves~ the transferring of powers from the States, the 
States cannot do anything about inter-State trade, (Section 
92}. "Freedom" in this is guaranteed unless altered by thfl 
people. 

When the referendum was held asking for marketing powers 
so as to overcome Section 92 it was overwhelmingly defeated. 

Surrendering State Powers 

As late as February Senator Gorton said that the time was 
inevitably coming when gJ;eater powers would have to be 
handed over to the Federal Government by the States and 
in Victoria, at least, {reaction has not been checked in other 
States}, the Government viewpoint may be epitomised by the 
remarks of the Premier that people would be "suckers" if they 
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allowed the Commonwealth to take over any further State 
powers. 

Without participating in any way in the wider issues of 
transferring powers from States to the Commonwealth it can 
be assumed that a second referendum on marketing might 
have the same result as the previous one, {or it is apparent 
that voters have never exercised their rights lightly and the 
history of successful refer'enda shows that only essential 
national powers have been transferred. Whether it has been 
right or wrong for the people to have refused the Common
wealth certain powers does not enter into this review. The 
point is that before the establishment of a single statutory 
body could even be contemplated the Commonwealth must 
have sole power over marketing. 

Present Structure of the Industry 
Now let us have a look at the present set-up. It has two 

forms of activity which co-operate very closely and dovetail, 
as much as possible, their activities-

1. Grower control through 'Jlhe Australian Dried Fruits 
Association. 

2. Statutory control through Boards established by the 
Commonwealth and those State Governments in which 
Dried Fruits are produced. 

Growet· control through The Australian Dried Fruits 
Association 

Industry co-operation and equity between growers are the 
principles on which the Association is based and operates. At 
each level of activity grower control predominates, but mem
berShip includes packing companies and selling agents. 

Growers are formed into Branches. Membership of a Branch 
is automatic when a grower delivers fruit to a packing house 
and pays Association levies. The Branches are the members 
of the Association, not the individual growers. 

Branches are formed into District Councils, except where 
a Branch is isolated when it assumes the function of a District 
Council as well. 

District Councils are represented a.t appropriate annual State 
Conferences and at a Federal Council which meets at least 
once evmy year. 

A Board of Management, appointed by Federal Council, is 
the executive body of_ the Association. 

Branches; generally, deal with laval problems, passing 
more general ones to its District Council or to the Board of 
Management. It is usual for packing companies or selling 
agents not to be members of Branches. Delegates are ap
pointed by Branches for representation at appropriate District 
Council. 

District Councils comprise Branch (i.e., grower) delegates 
and representatives of_ packing companies and selling agents. 
They mainly deal with. district problems, passing wider issues 
to th~ Board of Management, Federal Council and/or State 
Conference. 

State Conferences, again comprising growers, packing com
panies and selling agents generally decide matters -of State~ 
wide interest, passing directions back to District Councils, 
but are empowered to forward any such items and those of a 
Federal na-ture to the Board of Management and/or Federal 
Council. 

Federal Council, -the paramount body of the . Association, 
meets at least once each year, and consists of the Board of 
Management and delegates representing growers, packing com
panies and selling agents. ' Council has sole power to amend 
the Constitution and has over-riding authority in all· Associa
tion matters. 

The Board of Management is the executive body of the 
Association. It acts, at all times, in accordance with the 
Com;Utution, is responsible for its own actions and decisions 
to Federal Council, but possesses wide powers of discretion 
and action. 

A Commonwealth marketing structure provided for in the 
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Constitution is under the direct control of the Board of 
Management and embraces the following activities:-

Setting of prices and trading terms with safeguards to en
sure observance. 

Registration of wholesale trading companies as Distributors 
entitled to the exclusive franchise to sell Dried Fruits in 
Australia. 

Registration of firms and companies who use large quantities 
of Dried Fruits as Manufacturers entitled to purchase 
direct from selling agents. 

National sales promotion at both retail and manufacturing 
levels. 

Distributors and Manufacturers are not members of the 
Association. 

Control through statutory Boards 

Australian Dried Fruits Control Board was established hy 
Commonwealth Act of Parliament. This Board is responsible 
for the overseas marketing and proniotion of all Dried Vine 
Fruits allocated to it; allocation being almost entirely from 
The Australian Dried Fruits Association. The Board reports 
its activities to the Minister for Primary Industry. 

the Board consists of a Chairman, Marketing member and 
two Commercial members (all appointed by the Minister for 
Primary Industry) and seven Grower-members, representing 
the various producing States, elected by growers. 

The Board sets prices and trading terms for all export 
markets and grants permits to Australian exporters to sell and 
ship to approved overseas agents. 

Because the ma:rket in Britain is so impmtant an office, under 
the control of the Board, is maintained in London. 

State Dried Fruits Boa.rds have been. established in the. pro
dll<i::ing States of Victorhi, .?outh Australia) New South Wales 

l 

WOORINEN 
FRUITGROWERS 

CO-OP. CO. LTD. 
Registered Office: Woorinen South 

Branches at Nyahwest and Tresco 

DRIED FRUIT AND CITRUS PACKERS 

GENERAL HARDWARE AND TIMBER 
MERCHANTS 

ALL GROWERS' REQUISITES 

AGENTS FOR: 

AMPOL (ALBA) PETROLEUM PTY. LTD. 
H. V. McKAY MASSEY HARRIS PTY. LTD. 

RONALDSON BROS. & TIPPETT 

QUEENSLAND' INSURANCE CO. LTD. 
A.M.P. SOCIETY 

T. & G. LIFE SOCIETY 

DANIEL HARVEY LTD. I 
VICTORIA INSURANCE CO. LTD. 
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and Western Australia by Acts of Parliament of these States. 
The powers of each Board are limited to its respective State. 
To observe, as near as possible, a uniform approach to Industry 
problems a Consultative Committee {with powers only of re
commendation) of the Boards meets from time to time. 

Each Board is comprised of members appointed either by 
the State Minister of Agriculture or elected by growers. Com
position of the various Boards is as follows:-

Victoria (7) . . . . . . 

South Australia (5) . 

New South Wales 
and Western Aus
tralia (5) . . . . . . 

Appointed by 
Minister 

Chairman 
Government 

member 
Chairman 
Deputy Chair

man 

Chairman 

Elected by 
Growers 

Five grower
members 

Three grower
members 

Four grower
members 

The main responsibilities of each Board are:-
To annually authorise the maximum quota of any variety 

of Dried Fruits produced within its own State which 
may be sold therein. 

To re.iister packing houses situated within its own State 
and to supervise their activities in accordance with the 
appropriate State Act. 

It is to be noted that inspection and supervision of the 
grading, processing and packing of Dried Fruits by packing 
companies is shared by the appropriate State Board (in respect 
to State standards) and the Depart:rllent of Primary Industry 
(in respect to export standards). In practice, a State Board 
delegates its inspection powers to the Department of Primary 
Industry so that one standard for State and export is observed. 

The essential point that growers would need to be assured 
on is whether there would be any greater material advantage 
in exchanging the present structure for one stahltory body. 

Welfare of the Industry 
The Board of Management has noted with some concern 

that, from time to time, comments have appeared in the press 
which have undoubtedly been given in the belief that a 
personal, and not official, viewpoint is being expressed. In 
cases, however, where the individual holds an appointment in 
The A.D.F.A. such comments have been associated with his 
official capacity and the inference is made that it is an 
authoritative Industry statement. 

It is realised and appreciated how difficult it is _for an 
individual to refuse comment to the press, but instances have 
come Lo the Board's notice from time to time that statements 
given in all good faith have, when published, reacted un
favourably on the Industry and on the well-being of growers. 

The Board, therefore, feels it to be its duty to the Industry, 
to its leaders -within The A.D.F.A. and to growers to remind 
them of Rule 26 of the Constitution which reads:-

«Any matter or item affecting the general policy of the 
Association shall be referred by a Member as defined in 
Rule 2 or a Packers' Association to the Board of Manage
ment for consideration before action is taken by such 
Member or Packers' Association", 

and to request that this Rule be observed if an approach by 
the- press is made at any time. 

It may be accepted •that any submission by an .individual, 
a Branch, District Council or Packers' Association to the 
Board in terms of Rule 26, even if made between meetings, 
would receive immediate attention. 

In general terms it can be appreciated that no statement 
to the press is of interest unless it has a controversial basis. 
This may, or may not, be of advantage to the Industry, and 
the safest test is to observe Rule 26. 

No implication should be read into these comments that the 
columns of the press should not be used for, with discretion, 
releases, if published, can be distinCtly advantageous to the 
Industry. 
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+ RED CROSS CALLING 
Services to hospitals, clinics, special schools and centres. { 

sick and disabled and handicapped children. 

hospital libraries, picture libraries, music therapy for the mentally ill. 

BLOOD BANK " COMMUNITY NEEDS " HELP FOR THE AGED 
HELP FOR VICTIMS OF DISASTER 

The five fundamental principles of Red Cross are humanity, impartiality, neutrality, 
independence and universality. 

Please Give! DONATIONS TO 122 FLINDERS STREET, MELBOURNE. 

DONATIONS OF £1 OR MORE ARE ALLOWABLE DEDUCTIONS FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES. 

This space has been donated by The Australian Dried Fruits Association. 
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ASSOCIATION'S FINANCE FOR 1961/62 
Full Presentation to Federal Council 

To meet altered accounting requirements within Head 
Office, the balance date this year was altered to 30th June 
so that the financial position now presented covers ten, 
instead of twelve, months. 

This year, one overall 16vy rate was set to cover general 
administration costs and promotion expenses, and accord
ingly the Vine Fruits and Apricots and Peaches Publicity 
Funds, which, in previous years were shown separately, have 
been absorbed into the General Fund ACcount. 

The Accounts of the Association are now in two sections:-
1. The Head Office Accounts analysed, as to operating 

expenses, into Administration and Promotion. 
2. The Interstate Charges Fund. 

The Head Office Accounts comprise :
A :Salance Sheet. 
A Revenue Account 
A Statement of Expenditure (Operating Expenses). 

The Interstate Oharges Fund consists of ;
A Balance Sheet. 
An Income and Expenditure Account. 

The Head Office Accounts show a surplus of £69,943 
which, by transfer, has been carried to the General Fund 
Account which at balance date stood at £216,824. The 
surpl~s is accounted for as follows :-

Increases in Income--
Net levies • . . . . . . . 

· Packers· membership fees 

Decreases in Expenditure
Executive expenses .. 
Federal Council expenses 
Committees' expenses .. 
Promotion administrative expenses 

and overheads .. 
Sales Promotion and Publicity .. 
Other Expenses - Administration 

-Promotion 

Less: 
Increases in Expenditure
Administration expenses and over-

heads .. . . . . . . . 
Decreases in Income -
Interest Received .. 

Special Marketing Enquiry Levy 

£40,600 
49 £40,649 

639 
127 
346 

891 
12,050 

4,817 
594 19,464 £60,113 

211 

9.9 
6,233 6,332 6,543 

Surplus for 1962 over 1961 
Add Surplus for 1961 .. 

Surplus for 1962 . . . . . . 

53,570 
16,373 

£69,943 

In viewing this surplus it is pointed out that whereas 
expenses covered only ten months, a full year•s levy income 
has been included. Interest received is, however, for the 
10-month period. 

The Interstate Charges Fund Accounts show a deficiency of 
£2,556 which decreases the Interstate Charges Fund Account 
to £17,242. 

A. The Statement of Expenditure -

Comparative summary of expenditure. 
1960 

(a) Board of Management 
expenses 

(b) Federal Council expenses 
(c) Committees' expenses 

Executive expenses .. 
(d) Administrative expenses 

overheads; 
-Administration 
- Promotion . . . . 

£4,460 
3,476 
2,170 

10,106 
and 

. 11,037 
. 12,227 

(e) Sales Promotion and 
(f) Other Expenditure : 

-Administration 

Publicity 49,141 

-Promotion 
3,186\ 

288 

1961 

£4,134 
3,657 
1,225 

9,016 

11,543 
11,236 
49,954 

7,706 
637 

1962 

£3,495 
3,530 

879 

7,904 

11,754 
10,309 
37,940 

2,889 
43 

£85,985 £90,092 £70,639 

Comparative summary of income. 

(a) Head Office levy . . . . 
(b) Packers' Membership Fees 
(c) Interest received 
(d) Special Marketing Enquiry 

Levy 

1960 
£67941 

571 
2027 

1961 
£97407 

501 
2324 

6233 

1962 
£138007 

550 
2225 

£70539 £106465 £140782 

Copies of the audited accounts and a full explanatory 
report were presented to all Federal Council delegates. 

S'l'ATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE FOR TEN 1\IONTUS ENDED 30tlt JUNE, 1962 

1961 1962 
Ad1n:tn. Pronwtion EXPENDITURE. Admhi. Promotion Totnl 

1,300 
1,684 

945 

3,929 

2,073 
708 
876 

3,657 

205 

205 

Executive E:xpen.ses 
-Board of Management 

Chairman's Allowance 
Members' Allowance!': 
Travelling and Other Expenses 

-Federal Council 
Allowances . . . _ . 
Travelling Expenses 
Other Expenses . 
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1,208 1,208 
1,306 190 1,496 

791 791 

3,305 190 3,495 
= 

2,000 2,000 
710 710 
820 820 

3.530 3,530 
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1961 
Ad1niu. Pro1notiou 

305 
558 
362 

1,225 

6,868 
228 
518 
630 
471 
184 
767 
791 
402 
164 
326 
123 

11,472 

1,112 
1 

132 
1,275 
5,186 

71 

7,777 

28,060 

5,741 
117 

711 
627 
247 

2,440 
911 
216 

92 
125 

9 

11.,236 

8,472 
4,659 

91 

1,112 
5,766 
2,655 
3,423 
1,838 

98 
404 

12,319 
57 

1,735 
517 

1,670 
639 

2,039 

917 
754 
189 
600 

49,954 

6 

500 

11 
120 

637 
62,032 

-Committees 
'l'ree Fruits 
Prunes 
Other 

Adininistrativc Expenses and Overbeads 
Head Office Salaries 
Pay Roll Tax , . . . . . . . 
Superannuation Contributioris 
Rent . . . . . . · · · · · · · · 
Printing, Stationery and Journals 
Legal and Audit Fees . . . . 
Postages, '.I'elegrams and Telephones 
General Office Expenses 
Insurances , . . . . . . . . 
Other Administrative Expenses 
Depreciation 
Premises 

Sales Promotion and Publiei>ty 
-Field Staff 

Salaries . 
Travelling Expenses 
Materials .. 

-Promotion Media 
Retailer Co-operation 
Women's Magazines 
Television 
Displays . . . . . . 
Shows and Exhibitions 
Competitions 
Demonstrations .. 
Trade and Consumer Literature 
Agency Fees .. 
Production Costs 
Fruit Provided 
Despatch Costs . . . . . . . • • 
Depreciation (display eq_uipmGnt) 

-Educational .. 
-Public Relations 

Salaries . . . . . . 
Travelling Expenses 
Incidentals , . . . . . . . 

-Allocation, Western Australia 

Other Expenditure 
"Australian Dried Fruits News" 
Books . . , . . . . 
Industry stabilization 
Liaison with growers .. 
Marketing-Organisation 

-Investigation 
Research .. 
Presentations . . . . 
Health and Diet data , 
Representatives' Conference 

Total Expenditure 

' 

Admtn. 
324 
188 
367 

879 

7,661 
164 
464 
681 
427 
226 
657 
813 
312 
114 
335 

11,754 ·= 

1,033 
14 

136 
441 

1,104 
96 

65 

1962 
Pro :motion 

5,351 
134 

748 
526 
289 

1,448 
1,193 

83 
414 
123 

10,309 

4,913 
3,280 

18 

5,585 
2,114 

144 
3,088 
1,045 

65 

10,669 
161 

1,150 
262 

1,142 
281 

2,190 

518 

15 
1,300 

37,940 

23 

9 

11 

43 
48,482'. 

Total 
324 
188 
367 

879 

12,912 
298 
464 

1,429 
953 
515 

2,106 
2,006 

395 
528 
458 

33,917 
2,190 

533 
1,300 

37,940 

1,033 
37 

136 
441 

1,209 

65 
11 

REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR 'I'HE TEN MONTHS ENDED 30th JUNE, 1962 
1961 

'2 INCOME 
Head Offtec LevieM 

-Season 1959 
421 -Season 1960 

97,740 -Season 1961 

98,161 

2,745 

96,416 

41 
1,950 

501 

6,233 

100 
854 
797 
554 
19 

106,465 

28,060 
62,032 

90.092 

-Season 1962 • . , . , • . . . 
Less Paid and Owing to Branches 

Ag•ents' Contributions 
-Season 1959 
-Season 1960 • 
-Season 1961 • 

Packers' ItlembersJaip Fees 
-Season 1961 
-Season 1962 . . . . . 

Special Marketing Enquiry Levy 
Interest Received 

-Bank Deposits . . . , , . . . . 
-Commonwealth Treasury Bonds 
~Debentures . . . . 
-Fixed and Short c3.,u Deposits 
-Loan Accounts 

Less 
EXPENDITURE ns per Statement (See _Page 21.) 

-Administration 
-Promotion 

£16,373 SURPLUS transferred to General Fund 
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134,800 
4,497 

164 

B7 

102 
577 

1,032 
464 

50 

22,357 
48,482 

1962 
£ 

6,702 
182 

1,629 

130,303 

137,816 

191 

550 

2,225 

140,782 

70,839 

£69,943 
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.... . .. . . ........ . 

1961 

140,698 

30,000 

ll0,698 
21,879 

1,888 

11,884 
2,750 

6,000 

144 
30,000 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30th JUNE, 1962 

LIABILITIES. 

Genernl Fund Account . . . . £140,698 
AUd-Profit on Investments . . 6,195 

-Surplus of Revenue Ac-
count for the ten months 
ended 30th June, 1962 . , 69,943 

216,836 
L~ss Unexpended portion of Pro~ 

motion Budget 76,000 

IU.I.D.A. Ltd. Stabilization Fund Account 
Levies due to Branches-

Season 1961 1,789 
Season 1962 3,730 

Sundry Credifot•.s 
Deposits hy Ageuts 
Advan(~cs-

Interstate Charges Fund . . . 
Murray Industries Development 

Association Ltd.-General Fund 
Account , .. 

Agents' Adjustments 
88 

9,252 

Gro·wers' co,,tributions Jn Suspense 
Provision for Unexpended Prontotion 

Dud get 

1062 

140,836 
21,879 

5,519 
4,194 
2,750 

9,340 

76,000 

1961 

15,180 

3,661 
369 

11,418 
23,438 
14,750 

285 
!)00 

70,821 

1,503 
550 

2 

10,459 
1,455 

3,5<17 

4,005 
21,879 

1,021 

ASSH:TS. 

Cash at Jlnnli:.s and on Hand
Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney 

Current Accounts . . . . . . . . . 
Commonwealth Savings Bank, Melbourne . 
PettY Cash and Travellers' Cheques 

Conuuonwealtl1 Trensury Bonds ;tt Cost 
De11eutures nt cost 
l<~ixl'd aud short call deitosits 
Sundry Debtors 
Loans . . . . ·. · 
Provisiol1 for Levies in Hnnds of Agents 

on fruit . . . . . . 
P.-ovision for J,evies front Agents . 
Provimion Packers' lUentbersllitt l<~ees . 
Pre-tJaYnicnts 
Stocl.::s of Booklets, stationery, display 

e(tujJnnent and JtHtteri:ll at cost, Jess 
depreciation . . . . . . . .. . . . .. 

Office Furniture, l\I~IChines and Flttings, at 
cost, less deprC'ciation . . . . . . . . 

l\Iotor Vans at cost, less depreciation . , 
AdVin1ces to Murray Industries Develop

ment Association Ltd. 
-From General Fund Account .. 
-From Stabilization Fund Account 

Ad'\'anccs-;-Agents' Adjustments 

1962 

£45,394 
4,666 

131 
11,418 
22,749 
13,700 

224 
1, 793 

126,843 
81 

l, 100 
91 

4,125 

l,366 
4,958 

21,870 

£185,243 £260,518 £185,243 £260,518 

Contingent Liability
Contribution to establishment of 

insectary £10,000 

JNTERSTA'I'E CHARGFJS FUND 
INCO.!tiE AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE TEN .!tiON'l'HS ENDEH 30tll JUNE, 1962 

EXPENDITURE. 
Dr. 
To lllterstate CJ.argcs-Senson 1961 Deficiency £2,556 

£2,556 

INCOME. 
Cr. 
By Interest Received . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

, Dc1icicncy transfet•red to Intct·~tatc Cl1nrg.es Fund 

BAJ,ANCE SUEE'l' AS AT 30tll JUNE, 1962 

LIABILITIES. 

[nterstnte Cltnrgcs Fund . . . £19,264 
Less Deficiency for Season 1961 2,022 

Net Retelltio••s of Interstate CJ•nt•ges in 
H:tnd.s of Agents-

Season 1962 . . 2,478 
Less Season· J 961 296 

17~242 

ASSETS. 

Cash at Bank-
Commonwealth Savingf'l Bank 

Short-call DCJWSits . . . . . . , . 
Interstate Freight and Ch;n•ges-Season 1.962-

Suspense Account 

£534 
2,022 

£2,556 

£9,946 
7,000 

2,478 

2,182 

£19,424 £19,424 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark for the Co-operative Packing and 
Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known 
-- Dried and Fresh 

"ARK" Brand 
Fruit--

Timber, Hardware, Produce and General Merchants 
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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I REMINDER 
TO 

DRIED FRUIT 
GROWERS 
You can arrange ~or FRUIT PAYMENTS 

from your packing shed to be made direct 
' ' to an account at any branch of the State 

Savings Bonk of Victoria. 

Such deposits are available at call and 

bear interest at the current Savings Bank 

rate. 

The Manager will be pleased to advise 

you. 

It's your Bank-

We invite you to use it! 

THE STATE SAVINGS BANK OF VICTORIA 
5581193. 
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MURRAY INDUSTRIES QEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION LIMITED 

Annual Report for the Year ended 30th September, 1962. 
Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E., who was President of M.I.D.A. 

Ltd., until his retirement which took effect from the conclusion 
of the Federal Council conference presented the following 
report to delegates. 

On behalf of the Council of Murray Industries Development 
Association Ltd., I have pleasure in submitting the report for 
the year ended 30th September, 1962. ' 

The audited accounts disclose the following financial 
position:-

Revenue: 
Interest, £4067; Other Income, £812 

Expenses: 
Councillors' fees, 
Sundries, £11 

£70; Audit Fee, £11; 

Surplus of Revenue over Expenses transferred to 
General Fund Account 

Assets of the Company consist of :
Shares, debentures, mortgage and 

deposit ·in packing company . . £117,929 
Accrued interest on Mortgage 52 
Accrued contributions payable by a 

packing company . . 850 
Credit balance at bank .811 

Liabilities of the Company comprise :
The A.D.F.A. Advance Account 
Sundry Creditor .. 
General Fund-surplus of revenue .. 

Reconciliation : 

£21,727 
2 

97,913 

The A.D.F.A. Advance Account in 1961 was 
It now stands at 

A decrease of 

£4879 

92. 

£4787 

£119,642 

£119,642 

£25,884 
21,727 

£4,157 

This is the net amount remitted'to The A.D.F .A. by M.I.D.A. 
Ltd., for the year, and consists of:-

Surplus of Revenue over Expenses .. 
Reduction of mortgage and interest .. 

Less 
Increase in deposit . . . . . . . . 
Increase in provision for contributions 
Increase in Bank credit balance 

£1,064 
40 

786 

£4,787 
1,260 

£6,047 

1,890 

£4,157 

The A.D.F.A. Advance Account now stands at £21,727 which 
may be analysed by stating that :-

The- A.D.F .A. originally advanced . . . . . . . . £134,765 
It has received from M.I.D.A. Ltd. by way of 

realisation of assets, interest received and 
dividends on shares ll3,038 

Leaving a balance of £21;727 

Against this it has assets valued at £117,929 

Although M.I.D.A. Ltd, continues to show a satisfactory 
return of income, the essential need -for its existence ri:mst be 
realistically appreciated. 

Over the years since its formation and through the invest
ments it holds in a packing company M.I.D.A. Ltd. has 
immeasurably benefited the Industry by largely contributing to 
the maintenance of stabWsed prices in Australia. 

It is the carefully considered view of M.I.D.A. Ltd. Council, 
·which comprises all members of the Board of Management of 
The A.D.F.A., that the principles on which the company was 
established must be maintained. Any change which wil1 
weaken these principles carries with it a grave responsibility 
and if replaced must be with a policy which is equaJly effective 
and stable . 

... .., ... ,.,_..,~, • .., ........ .,.~~~~·~~<W><t><!>~$10<!><!><!><!><!><!><W>-<!><f><$-<!><!><f><!><!><!><!><!><!><f><!><!><!><!><W><f><f><f><W><W><f><!><f>~·· I IRYMPLE PA~.~G PTY. tiD. 
MILDURA, IRYMPLE, MERBEIN, RED CLIFFS, ROBINVALE 

PACKERS OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
Vineyard Implements and Requisites Supplied 

Properties Financed and Supervised 
PROPERTY SALESMEN 

Agents for 

General Accident Fire and Life Assurance Corpn. Ltd, I 
T. & G. Mutual Life Assurance Society Ltd. I 

~e ............... _.••**•••~~·~~·•~••••••~~•••~•••~••~•••••••~•~~~~·· 
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A.D.F.A. BUDGET OF EXPENDITURE FOR 1962/63 

Effective for Twelve Months ending 30th June, 1963 

Federal Council, on the recommendation of the Board -of 
Management, approved a budget of expenditure totalling 
£133,658 for the twelve months. By calling on reserves and 
excess levy income from 1962 the amount to be raised by 
growers is placed at £109,658. 

Details of the -budget are stated below. 

Executive Expenses-
Board of Management . . . . . . . . 
Federal Council . . . . . ., 
Other Committees . . . . . . . . . . 

Administrative Expenses & Overheads-
Salaries (Head Office), Superannuation, 

Rent, Audit Fees, Postages, Tele
grams, Insurances, Depreciation, 
Store and Despatch. 
-Administration . . . . . . 
-Promotion . . . . . . . . . . 

Sales Promotion and Publicity
Field Staff: 

-Salaries . . . . . . -. . . . 
-Travelling Expenses . . . . . . . . 
-Materials . . . . . . . . ·. . . . . . 

Promotion Media: 

£4,450 
3,600 
1,085 

15,973 
16,149 

-Co~operative advertising-retail . . . . 
-manufacturer 

-Women's and Trade Magazines 
-Point-of-sale Material· . . . . . . 
-Shows and -Exhibitions 
-Trade Literature .. 
-Agency Fees . . . . . . 
-Production Costs . . . . 
-Fruit Provided . . . . . . . . . . . . 
-Despatch Costs . . . . . . . . . . . . 
-Depreciation (display equipment) . 

Educational . . . . . . . . . . 
Public Relations .. 
Allocation, Western Australia 

£9,135 

32,122 

11,000 
6,782 

200 

10,000 
7,320 

19,548 
7,000 
4,000 

280 
1,332 
1,900 

300 
1,439 

250 
2,350 

550 
1,300 

75,551 

Other Expenditure-
"Australian Dried Fruits News'~ 
Books ........ · .. :. 
Industry Stabilization .. 
Liaison with Growers . . . . 
M'arketing-Organisation 
Research . . . . . . . . 
Presentations . . . . 
Consumer Survey . . . . 

1,200 
550 
300 
300 

1,000 
10,000 

500 
3,000 

16,850 

Total Expenditure (Administration, £38,658; Pro-
motion, £95,000) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £133,658 
Less-from Reserve . . . . . . . . . . £10,000 

Excess of 1962 levy . . . . . . 14,000 
£4,000 

£109,658 

Federal Council Resolutions 
That the financial budget for the twelve months ending 

30th Jrme, 1963, amormting to £110,000 be approved, and 
that the Bom·d of Management be authorised to set a levy 
rate according to crop production figures to cover all, or such 
portion of, the ~mount as the Board considers advisable. 

That· Agents contribute for promotion purposes 6d. per ton 
on tonnages of Vine Fruits handled in 1963. 

Growers' Contributions 
Pending a !firmer estimate of the Dried Vine Fruits pack 

the setting of levy rates in terms of the resolution of Federal 
Council 1962 was deferred by the Board until its March 
meeting. 

The recommendations of the Tree Fruits Committee and 
Prunes Committee that the following special levies be :irilposed 
have been referred to appropriate Branches for approval as 
the Board considers they are not covered in the· above resolu
tion of Federal Council 1962: 

Dried Tree Fruits-£10 per ton for sales promo'tion and 
research as requued and as authorised by the Bdard 
from time to time. 

Prunes-£3 per ton for sales promotion as authorised by the 
Board from time to time. 

An administrative levy for Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes, as 
nicommended by the respective Committees, has been ap
proved:- · , 

18/- per ton, of which 2/- per ton shall be paid to Branches. 

ROBINVALE 'PRODUCERS' 
CO-OPERATIVE COMPANY LTD .. 

ROBINVALE 
DRIED AND FRESH FRUIT PACKERS 

Suppliers of 1ll fruit growers' requisites 

Agents for 
T. & G. LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LID. ROYAL INSURANCE COMPANY LID. 
Bergers Paints Lightning & Harvey Implements 
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ASSOCIATION CASH 
POSITION 

Receipts and expenditure from July 1 to Deceml;>er 31, 
1962 with the cash availability at the latter date are shown. 

Adminis~ Pro~ 
tration motion Total 

£ £ £ 
Receipts 

Head Office levies 
Interest .. 

Expenditure 
Expenses of Board of Manage-

62,894 
1,173 

64,067 

ment and Committees . . . . 6,825 32 
Head Office management and 

incidentals 13,619 
Promotion .. 35,475 55,951 

Operating surplus + 8,1Hl 

Other items 
Capital expenditure . . . . . . 
Moneys repaid and/or advanced 
Contras and adjustments 
Investments. . . . . . . . . . ... 

- 154 -3,009 
+3,199 
-9,264 
- 48 

Cash movement . . . . . . . . . . 
Cash on hand, 1/7/1962 . . . . . . . . 

Closing cash on hand 
Deposits at short call . . . . . . . . . . 

Cash avail'!tbility . . . . . . . . . : . . . . 

9J,76 

1,160 
+ 50,191 

+ 49,03! 
+ 10,000 

+£59,031 

INTEREST ON BANK FUNDS 
It may not be generally known to Branches and District 

Councils that their funds at current accOunt with a Bank -may 
earn interest on minimum monthly balances. 

Where this is not being enjoyed it would be advisable for 
a Branch or District Council to contact its Bank and ensure 
that this concession is ·obtained. 

BANK INTEREST RATES 
A request by the Board of Management for an advance at 

an interest rate ·of 2% p.a. to finance the Industry pending 
realisation on unsold stocks of Sultanas in the United Kingdom 
was made to the Reserve Bank of Australia in November, 
1962, and the Board Chairman at that time met officials of the 
Bank during the Bankers' Conference i~ Shepparton. a visit 
to Sydney followed but the request was not Successful. 

In a letter explaining the reason for refusing the application ' 
the GoVernor of the Bank explained:-

«)'he Rural Credits Department is prepared at all times to 
give consideration to applications for !finance from organisations 
eligible to borrow from the Depa1tment but~ in the event of 
such an advance being approved, the ·Bank would not be pre
pared to make the funds available at a rate below the standard 
Rural Credits rate. We regard this rate as being a particularly 
advantageous one and the Department applies it impar.tially 
to all primary. industries borrowing £rom it." 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

C. B. C. services are ju.st 
what you want 

C.B.C. services are designed to help 
enterprising men make a success of their 
undertakings. 

There are many ways in w!lich the ser
vices of this bank can help you and lighten 
your work. The manager of your nearest 
branch will gladly tell you about them. 

The C:B.C. Savings Bank 
offers an easy and con
venient way for members 
of your family to save for 
the things they want. 
Money grows in a C.B.C. 
savings account! 

THE 
COMMERCIAL BAI\IKII\IG COMPANY 

OF SYDNEY LIMITED 
INCORPORATED IN NBW SOUTH WALlilS 

C.B.C. SAVINGS BANK LIMITED 
INCORPORJ.'FED fN i\1811' SOUTH !VALES 

DEPOSITS GUARANTEED BY THE PARENT COMPANY 

' 
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Dnni•,e•sa•l DeleB•alians 

INDUSTRY'S 75th ANNIVERSARY 
Mildura Dinner an Outstanding Success 

October was the occasion of the celebration dinner arranged by The A.D.F.A. Board of Management at the Grand 
HOtel to mark the seventy-fifth anniversary of the establishment pf the Dried Fruits Industry. 

Mr. W. F. Middleton, as Pre-sident of Federal Council, acted as Senior Host and presided at the dinner. He was assisted 
by the members of the Board. 

The guest of honour. was the Premier of Victoria, Hon. H. E. Bolte, and there were also present representatives of the 
Victorian and South Australian Parliaments, the municipalities, Government instrumentalities, the Banks, Packing companies, 
statutory Dried Fruits Boards, allied organisations, Agents and wholesale Merchants, and the Press. A highlight of the 
occasion was the presence of a number of eM'ly pioneers and Industry identities. Federal Council delegates were also part 
of the assembly. 

It was with the greatest regret that it was learned that the 
Premier of South Australia, Han. Sir Thomas Playford, could 
not 'be present. 

Guests were Welcomed in the hotel foyer and then enjoyed 
pre-dinner cocktails in the Banqueting Room. The dinner was 
celebrated in the main dining room which, for the occasion, 
was tastefully decorated. 

The after-dinner speeches were exceptionally good and the 
whole function will be well remembered for i·tS historic 
significance. 

"Vision, Faith and Courage" 

The history of the Industry's !first seventy-five years was 
epitomised in a Foreword which formed part of the attractive 
souvenir menu. 

"Seventy-five years ago the ground on which this gathering 
is now assembled was Mallee bush and fine red sand .. The un
tamed, unused waters of the River Munay flowed in the 
distance. 

"To-day, Mildura and Renmark, with many other fine towns, 
stand as eXamples of a great Australian industry built up by 
the faith, vision and unconquerable spirit of the founders, the 
early pioneers and the generations which have succeeded them. 

"The Australian Dried Fruits Industry has achieved a world
wide prestige and a unique reputation for co-operative effort. 
Its past successes and difficulties are now part of its history 
and of the history of Australia. 

"We are proud to remember that in 1887 the Dried Fruits 
Industry was established in Renmark and Mi_ldUra by the 
Chaffey Brothers. In 1891 the first Dried Fruits (a memorable 
5 tons) were produced. · 

"In 1895 the growers accepted the responsibility of their 
own destiny and formed the Mildura Dried Fruits Trust and 
the Renmark Raisin Trust, amalgamating in 1907 to form The 
Australian Dried Fruits Association. In 1923, the year of the 
price crash, The· A.D.F.A. was re-organised under a Board 
of Management. 

"In 1896 the Greek secret of cincturing dramatically iril
proved the yield and quality of Currants, and in 1917 the 
need for scientilfic assistance in viticulture became a reality 
with the establishment of the Mm'bein Research Station. 

"Western Australia first produced Dried F1uits in 1912, 
and the Industry expanded in Victoria, South Australia and 
New South Wales by $oldier settlement in the 1920's and 
again in the late 1940's. 

"At the request of the Industry statutory controls were 
adopted by the formation of the Commonwealth (now Aus
tralian) Dried Fruits Control Board and the Victorian and 
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South Australian Dried Fruits Board in 1925. Similar Boards 
were formed in Western Australia (1926) and New South Wale'> 
(1927). 

"1925 saw the introduction of Empire Preference with 
Britain, extending to Canada in 1926 and New Zealand in 
1933. In 1947 Australia was forced to. reduce preference rates 
at the Geneva Conference. 

"In 1937 the- Privy Council's decision in the famous 'James' 
case (Section 92) was a hard blow to the Industry, but through 
the strong leadership of The A.D.F.A. orderly marketing was 
re~stabilized in 1938. 

"The A.D.F.A., _to meet the rapid developments of trade, 
surveyed its Commonwealth marketing in 1961, and adopted 
a long-term plan of promotion. · 

"In rthis year (1962) the Industry is confronted with the 
·momentous conception of a European Common Market and the 
likelihood of Britain becoming a member." 

The Toast List 

"The Queen": Proposed by the President of Federal Council 
and responded to with great loyalty. 

"The State and Federal Governments": Proposed by Mr. P. 
Malloch, M.B.E., and responded to by Hon. H. E. Bolte. 
, "The Pioneer I~rrigation Areas of the Murray Valley": Pro
'posed by Mr. H. W. McCay, Deputy Chairman, Victorian 
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission. Responses were 
by Their Worships the Mayors of the City of Mildura and the 
Corporation of Renmark and Cr. C. H. Gould, M.M. (deputis
ing for the President of the Shire of Mildura). 

"The Australian Dried Fruits IndustJ;y": Proposed by the 
President, . Federal Dried Fruits Distributors' Association, and 
responded to by the Chairmen of Australian Dried Fruits 
Corttrol Board and The Australian Dried Fruits Association. 

In propos-ing the toast 

"The State and Federal Governments" 

Mr. Malloch said the development of the Mildura district to 
an area with a 30,000 population and an income of over £11 
millions a year had well vindicated the faith of the founders. 
The Victorian Government was the biggest investor in the 
district and the biggest spender. The efforts of ~he Premier 
(Mr. Bolte) overseas on behalf of the IndUst;ry were well 
appreciated, as was his wise and courageous leadership of 
the State. 

In response Mr. Bolte complimented the district on its 
achievements in 75 years. From his visit overseas he was 
convinced that the- British Government was. determined to 
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join the E.E.C., but in facing this problem he urged the Dried 
Fruits Industry to do all in its power to stand on -its own 
feet, knowing that the Government ·would play its part if it 
became really necessary. . · 

Mildura, he said, was «the gem in Victoria's .crown". 
Mr. Bolte said he believed the Industry would hold its 

own by founding new m9-rkets and consolidating old ones. 
He warned th~t th~re was grave danger ill Subsidiped in

dustries «sabject to the whims of pqliticians", 
In toasting . 

' "The Pioneer . Ip-igation Areas of the MmTay Valley" 

Mr. McCay paid tribute to the Chaffey Bros., founders of 
Mildura and Renmark, and to the early pioneers who carried 
on when the young settlements seemed doomed to failure. The 
yeats had proved that the founders arid pioneers had set .a 
pattern whereby to-day 25 acres of land supported a family 
where previously It supported only one sheep. 

Responses of a high standard were given by Cr. A. Ramsay, 
Mayor of Mildura; Cr. J, F. Sharley, Mayor of Renmark; and 
Cr. Gould (in the absence of Cr. J, Gordon, Mildura Shire 
President). 

The great conception of co-operation was referred to in the 
responses by Cr. Sharley and by Mr. Simes, Chairmin of The 
A.D.F.A. Cr. Sharley traced the history· of the Renmark dis
trict from .the earliest days of white roan's exploration. Ren
mark had achieved great things ·through co-operative effort, 
the greatest perhaps being its successful battle against the 
1956 flood. Now a great new- stage in its deVelopment was 
being undertaken with the installation of a comprehensive 
drainage scheme. The proposed c!howilla Dam was looked to 
to safeguard the future of Renmark and the other South Aus- · 
tralia areas, and ~r. Simes, ·in his response to ·the toast, 

wrhe Ausb·alian Dried FrUits Industry'' 

which Mr. E. C. Pethebridge, Chairman of the Federal Dried 
Fruits Distributors' Association proposed, declared that co
operation was the only safeguard against the problems facing 
·the Industry. : 

In his response to the toast to the Industry Mr. Gonna~ 
Chairman, Australian Dried Fruits Control Board, emphasised 
the need for quality and service as being essential to the con
tinued sound economy of the Industry, He referred to the 
likelihood of Japan figuring as a great future market for 
Australian Dried Fruits. "There were problems to be faced 
to-day. But what are they compared with those overcome by 
the pioneers?" he declared. · 

Toast to the President 

In conclusion_, Mr. Bolte proposed a toast to the Chairman 
(Mr. Middleton), describing the dinner as one of the most 
successful functions of its kind he had ever attended. 

Atb."active Displays 

Special displays set up in connection with the dinner in
cluded a «Water Into Gold" representation by The A.D.F.A., 
stands of Citrus fruits by the Citrus Assoqiation, and Mildara 
wines, and a' Tourist Bureau display. 

Messages of Goodwill 

Mr. Middleton,· as host for the occasion, read a number of 
messages of congt'atulation and good wishes-

Hon . .Sir Thomas Playford, Premier of South Australia, 
«on behaH of the Government of South Australia; and the 

citizens of South, Australia associated with the Dried Fruits 
Industry, I extend greetings on --this the 75th AnniVersary of 
the establishment of the Dried Fruits Industry in Australia. At 
this stage let roe say how much I regret that Parliamentary 
duties have prevented me from accepting the invitation from 
The Australian Dried Fruits Association to be present in person 
at its Anniversary Dinner, but I am pleased to have this 
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opportunity of conveying in writing my greetings and hest 
wishes for the future Of this Industry. 

«Fruitgrowing h.aS, for many years, been an important 
factor in ,the economy of South Australia and the production 
of Dried Fruits, both for consumption on the home market 
.and for export overseas, has been a feature associated with the 
settlement of many ex-servicemen in the State. It has been 
the _purpose for the development of the vast River Mufray 
Irrigation Areas to an extent which represents an important 
decentralisation of both Industry and population. 

«At this time in our history Australia is facing a changing 
pattern in its. overseas marketing problems. Whilst the future 
will undoubtedly present its marketing problems I believe 
that jf we face £t with· a firm resolve to produce quality pro
ducts at efficient costs we shall market our output to the 
satisfaction of the prodUcer and· the successful continuance 
o.f th~ Industry;" 

Winton G. Turnbull, Esq., M.H.R. (Member for Mallee). 
«please convey roy cori.gra'tulaiio~s to all grower members 

and the ExecutiVe of The Australian Dried Fruits Association, 
and record a tribute 'to the Pioneers of the Industry and to 
those. who, through the years, have fostered its grOwth by the 
fonnula'tion and operation of a marketing system that has set 
a standard and example in the organised marketing of primary 
products. 

·~The proposed entry of the United Kingdom to the European 
Economic Community with its marketing problems has causetl 
much concern; Government Ministers who have represented 
AUstralia in talks on this subject overseas have been well in
formed of the ilnportance of the Dried Fruits IndustrY as an 
export income earner, aml as the very basis of the weHare of 
whole communities in AuStralia, 

«Every effort is being made· to safeguard the l:tu:]:ustry and 
through ·the wisdom of ·those who guide it, in co-operation 
with , the Commonwealth- Govemmellt, we can look with 
c~:tilidence to thiS being achieved. 

«I urge that renewed effo~ts he made to extend the Home 
Market, and that the Industry accept a Stabilization Plan 
even lf it at the Outset does not appear to be all that is 
desired; one has only to consider the improvements made· to 

. the original Wheat Stabilization Act to lfealise the wisdom of 
such action. ' 

"Plea'se convey my sincere thanks for the continued goodwill 
and co-operation extended to me, and my best wishes to all." 
R. K. Wood, Esq. (Chairman of Directors, G. Wood Sons & 

Co. Ltd.). 
•'BeSt Wishes 'for a. successful function." 

C. D. Lanyon, Esq. (Federal President, Australian United 
Press). 
•Td like to take the oppOrtunity of wishing. The A.D.F'.A. 

continuing succe&s and strength." 
-' 

Keith Dunstan, Esq. ("Sun News-Pictorial", -Melboup1e) • 
. . "I always love to .come to Mildura, but sadly I cannot get 

away this time. It was very good of you to think of me." 

Hosts for the Function 

Mr. W. F. Middleton, President, A.D.F.A; Federal Council, 
supported by Board of Management members comprising 
M'essrs. R. M. Simes, M.B.E. (Chairman), P. Malloch; M.B.E., 
L. B. O'Donnell, L. G. Cameron, L. R. Stevens, R. F. Trott. 

The Guests 

Parliamentary Representatives: "Han H. E; Bolte, M.L.A., 
Premier of Victoria; Han. A. R. Mansell, M.L.C. (Victoria); 
Han. P. T. Byrnes, , M.L.C. (Victoria); Mr. A. R. Curren, 
M.H.A. (South Australia); Mr. D. Gray (PriVate Secretary to 
Victorian Premier). , 

Mu~icipalities: Cr. A. Rainsay, J.P., Mayor of Mildura; Cr. 
J. F. Sharley, J.P., Mayor of Renma;k; Or. C. H. Gould, M.M. 
(deputising for Mildura Shire President); The Swan Hill Shire 
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President; Cr. A. R. Watson (Wentworth Shire President); Mr. 
W. J. Downie (Town Clerk, City of Mildura); Mr; A. D. 
Harvey (Mildura Shire Secretary), 

Pioneers: Messrs. A. Smart, Irymple; S. Cutler, Mildura. 
Industry Identities: Messrs. D. C. Winterbottom, ]. H. 

Gordon, J. R. Jemison, H. H. Goodman; H. H. Stone (ex 
A.D.F.A. Board members); W. H. Chaffey, Mildura; A. R. 
Hampton (Production Problems Committee); J, Newman (Sec
retary, Mildura District Council A.D.F.A.). 

Statutory Boards: Messrs. E. Connan, C.B.E., Q.C., M.C. 
(Chainnan, Australian Dried Fruits Control Board); F. T. 
Hand, J. J, Murdoch, J. McKay, O.B_.E. (Members, Australian 
Dried Fruits Control Board); J. F. Weame (Secretary, Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Control Boa['d); ].- Olsson (Chairman, Vic
torian Dried Fruits Board); F. M. MacMHlan (Chairman, S.A. 
Dried Fruits Board). 

Irrigation Authorities: Messrs. H. W. McCay (Deputy Chair
man, .State Rivers and Wa,ter Supply Commission); W. B. 
Rawson (Chairman, First Mildura Irrigation Trust); T. M. 
Price (Chairman, Renmark Irrigation Trust); J. S. Shilliday 
(Chairman, Mildura Urban Water Trust); H. C. McKenzie 
(Manager, Mildura Urban Water Trust); J. A. F. Oram 
(Manager, First Mildura Irrigat~on Trust). 

Mildura Banks: Messrs. D. ]. Walker (Commercial Banking 
Co. of Sydney Ltd.); J. Stevenson (Commercial Bank of Aus
tralia Ltd.); J. Moyle (E.S. & A. Bank Ltd.); J. Doudney 
(Australia ~ New Ze~land Bank Ltd.); W. Urquhart (National 
Bank of Australasia Ltd.); J, H. Hindell (Commonwealth Bank 
of Australia); C. Ridge (Bank of New South Wales). 

Allied Organisations: Dr. V. Possingham (Officer-inChargc, 
Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein); Messrs. W. I. 
Nankivell (Victorian Department of Agriculture); S. Keenan 
(Chairman, Mildura & District Citrus Co~operative Associa
tion); L. C. Jolley (Manager/Secretary, Mildura & District 
Citrus Co-operative Association); R. L. Andrew (President, 
Murray Citrus Growers' Co-Operative Association); F. R. Mes
senger (Chairman, Growers' Conciliation & Labour League); 
S. Wells, (Mildum Wine1y); -B. Matthews (Herald Gravure 
Printers). 

Press: Messrs. G. TillElY (Sunraysia Daily"); and W. G. 
Taylor ("Murray Pioneer"). 

Selling. Agents: Messrs. n J. Ward, ].P., J. B. Carvosso 
J.P. (A.D.F.A. Agents' Representatives); 0. A. Frederick (Sec
retary, Co-operated Dried Fruit Sales Pty. Ltd.). 

Distributors: Messrs. E. C. Pethebridge (Presid~nt, Federal 
Dried Fruits Distributors' Association), and J. W. Hingeley 
(Secretary). 

Packing Companies: Messrs. F. G. Lloyd (Chairman, Mildura 
Co~operative Fruit Co., Ltd.); W. D. Smith (Chairman, Red 
Cliffs Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd.); A. E. Roberts (Chair
man, Irymple Packing Pty. Ltd.); W. A. Jackson (General 
Manager, Red Cliffs Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd.); J, L. 
Clift (General Manager, !rymple Packing Pty. Ltd.); R. G. 
Horsburgh (Manager, Aurora Packing Pty. Ltd.); W. A. Rain
bow (Manager, Coomealla Packers Pty. Ltd.); J. C. Harrison 
(Managing Director, Irymple Packing Pty. Ltd.); C. B. New
land (M"anager, Wood Son Seary Ltd.); J. D. Speight (Crowe 
,& Newcombe Ltd.). 

Federal Council Delegates: Messrs, W. G. AndreWS (Dare
ton), F. J. Bottams (lrymple), G. S. Cameron (Rob!nvale), R. H. 

Curren (Berri), J. S. Cutler (Irymple), J. L. T. Dickie {Mer
bein), B. J. D'Orsa (Nyah West), G. J. Farnsworth (Cardross), 
M. W. D. Firth (Robinvale), F. H. Gill (Red Cliffs), W. H. 
Connick (Goodnight), H. R. Hand (Red Cliffs), A. E. Home 
(Kingsvale), M. B. Jones (Loxton North), W. J. Kirwin (Mer~ 
beln), S. J. Lancaster (lrymple), E. E. Lloyd (Nyah), A. R. 
Mead (Renmark), W. J, Missen (Dareton), E. D.- Morey (Red 
Cliffs), R. H. Pike (Curlwaa), J. V. Seekamp (Renmark), R. A. 
Swanbury (Moorook), W. N. Thornton (Dareton), M .. M. 
Gordon (Cadell), 0. Ward (Koraleigh), L. A. Webb (Neilpo),' 
W. M. Whiting (Merbein), R. T. Simes (Barmera). 

Head Office Executives: Messrs. R. B. Curtis (General Sec
retary); S. L. Coles (Sales Promotion Manager); G. Petrie 
(Display Officer). 

Apologies 

Han. Sir Thomas Playford; G.C.M.G., M.P.; Winton G. 
Turnbull, Esq., M.H.R.; Lt. Gen. Sir William P. Oliver, 
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., O.B.E. (British High Commissioner); Messrs. 
H. R. Hazelgrove, Esq. (Mildara Wines Ltd.); R. K. Wood 
(G. Wood Son & Co. Ltd.); C. D. Lanyon (Federal President, 
Australiail United Press); Keith Dunstan (Melbourne "Sun 
News-Pictorial"). Messrs. A. C. Grant (Irjrmple), P. Jenner 
(Merbein), L. S. Cumming (Wentworth), W. Hetley Waten, 
D.C.M. (Renmark), F. J. Olarenshaw (Renmark) (Industry 
Pioneers); :e. Nette (State Savings Bank of Victoria, Mildura), 

Cr . .f. R. Gordon (Irymple) and Mr. A. G. Watt (Western 
Australia), A.D.F .A. Board members. 

Messrs. VV. N. Sumner {ex-General Secreta1y), and H. W. 
Newton (ex-Agents' Representative, S.A.). 

Messrs. W. V. Ford (Mildura Co-operative Fruit Co. Ltd.); 
G. ,A. Butterworth (Sarnia Packing Pty. Ltd.); C. Hartshorne 
(Renmark Fruitgrowers-' Co-op. Ltd.). 

Messrs. K. H. Andrew (Waikerie), A. S. Codling (Lake 
Boga, J. D:uff (Western Australia), J, V. Foot (Barmera), G. C. 
Hobson (Nyah West), W. James (Western Australia), S. John
son (Angaston), C. R. Polkinghorne (Griffith), R. C. Polking
ihome (Woorinen), W. H. Taylor (Western Australia), R. W. 
Tiller (Cadell): all Federal Council delegates. 

Acknowledgments 

Appreciation was expressed for the following assistance:
Gifts: Mildura Winery Ltd.: Sherry for cocktail party, and 

for wine placed ·in rooms of dinner guests staying at hotel. 
Exhibitst Mildura Citrus Association; Mildura District De

velopment Association; Mildura Floricultural Society; Mildura 
Win{lry Ltd.; Members of Mildura Chamber of Commerce (for 
special window displays); Mildura City Council (for the loan 
of the original Cha:ffey Agreemep.t and associated documents 
from the Art Gallery). 

Services: Mildura City Council and district Packing com~ 
panies. 

At its meeting on 23rd October, Board' members expressed 
appreciation at the high standard of arrangements which had 
helped so much .. to make the function an outstanding success. 
It was decided tO send letters of thanks to Mr. P. Malloch {the 
Board member who originally suggested the celebration and 
'was in charge of the dinner), the General Secretary, the Sales 
Promotion Manager and the Display Officer for their organising 
efforts, as well as to those listed above. 

BERRI CELEBRATIONS 
The Berri ExecUtive A.D.F.A. celebrated the anniversary jn 

South Australia by holding a highly successful Smoke Night 
and Social on October 17 at the Rivoli Theatre. Invitations 
were extensively issued to representatives of Branches through~ 
out the River districts. Special invitations were accepted by 
-Messrs. E. Gorman, P. Malloch, M.B.E., R. M. Simes, M.B:E., 
and R. B. Curtis (General Secretary, A.D.F.A.). 
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Mr. H. H. Stone, Chairman of the Berri Executive, presided 
and gave the Loyal Toast. Guest speakers were Mr. Gorman 
and Mr. Malloch. The toast "Dried Fruits Industry" was pro
posed by Mr. R. H. Curren a:od responded to by Mr. Simes. 
"The Visitors" was 12roposed by Mr. A. G. Maddern (Secretary, 
Berri Executive) and resportded to by Mr. Curtis. 

Some first-class items were given by a company of enter· 
tainers to a most receptive gathering, 
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50th ANNIVERSARY 
Berri Co-operative Packing Union Ltd. celebrated its 50th 

year with a Social Evening at the Berri Hotel on February 8. 
Mr. D. Andary (the Chairman of the B.C.P.U.) presided and a 
number of distingushed guests were present. 

The function marked the retirement of Mr. J, McKay, O.B.E., 
as General Manager after 34 years' service with the company. 
The occasion was, therefore, as much a means of farewell to 
Mr. McKay as an anniversary of the Company. 

The Loyal Toast was given by Mr. Andary and other toasts 
were:- · 

"The B.C.P .U. Ltd." proposed by Han. P. H. Quirke, M.P., 
S.A. Minister of Lands, and responded to by Messrs. R. M. 
Simes, M.B.E. (Chairman, A.D.F.A.), R. L. Andrew (Chair
man, M.C.G.C.A.), E. D. Sims (Chairman, Murray River Whole
sale Co-op. Ltd.), and J. I-1. Tilley (Auditor). 

"James McKay, O.B.E," was proposed by Mr. H.' H. Stone 

{Chairman, Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd.· and Com
mitteeman of B.C.P.U. Ltd.) and supported by Messrs. R. H. 
Curren {Chairman, Berri District Council), A. J. Manning (State 
Bank of South Australia) and W. V. Ford (General Manager, 
Mildura Co-op. Fruit Co. Ltd.). 

Following the presentation of a cocktail cabinet by Mr. 
Andary, Mr. McKay responded in a delightfully informal, but 
sincere, speech of thanks. 

"Our Visitors" was. proposed by Mr·J· C. Gardner (Com
mitteeman, B.C.P.U. Ltd.). and responde to by Messrs. F. L. 
Penhall (S.A. Manager, Lancashire Insurance Co.) and A. Jonas 
(Victorian DistribUtor). Called upon to respond without notice, 
Mr. Alf. David (N.S.W. Distributor) closed an excellent even
ing with a ve1y witty speech. 

Music and a number of songs were given by an orchestra 
and entertainers. 

"FRUITS OF THE VINE" 
This attractively presented booklet, which was originally 

suggested by Mr. P. Mailoch should be published to mark the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the Industry, has been an out
standing success. 

·-------------------------------------· 
"FRUITS OF THE VINE" 

This beautifully written booklet with many coloured 
photographs tells the stoties of Dried Fruits and the 
Australian Industry, 

Ideal as a gift for friends at home and overseas. 
Copies may be obtained: 

at 5/- each, enclosed in a mailing carton, plus cost 
of freight for bulk supplies to buyer; 

at 6/- each, includ~g postage, for individual ad
dressing by A.D.F.A. Head Office. 

Remittances may be sent to 
The General secretary, 

The A.D.F.A., Box 4524, MelhoW'ne, Vic. 

Copies have been issued to all Dried Fruits growers (the 
cost being hornet by their packing companies) and have been 
sent to many parts of the Commonwealth and overseas. The 
booklet continues to be a popular gift. 

PROBATE ON 
JOINT BANK ACCOUNT 

Victorian State Cmrlerence 1962 asked the Board of Manage
ment to investigate the Probate Duty Act 1962 (Section 14) 
whereby Banks -are precluded from allowing survivors of 
joint, and joint and several, partnerships and firm accounts to 
withdraw the balances (unless below £100) upon death of a 
party thereto, without production of a certificate to be issued 
by the Commissioner of Probate Duties. 

Unfortunately, there_ is no action which the Board can take 
to alter the law, but it recommends that growers should 
give consideration to holding less than £100 in a joint current 
bank account, and confer with their solicitors and/or banks on a------------------------111 the relevant provision in -the Act. 

Red Cliffs Co-operative Packing Co. ltd. 
BOX 139 RED CLIFFS FITZROY AVENUE 

Includes in its Activities and Services .. 
• Dried Fruit and Citrus Packing 
• Block Services and Harvest Requirements 
• Garage - LubritOrium - Hardware 
• Engineering Services 
• Real Estate, Business Agents 
• Insurance - Fire, Life, etc. 
• Financing Production Costs 

Owned and Controlled by Red Cliffs Growers. 
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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lnilaslnl Rensanalilies 
RETIREMENTS OF PETER MAlLOCH AND lARRY O'DONNELL 
It was with a great deal of regret that The A.D.F.A. learned that Messrs. P. Malloch, M.B.E., and L. B. O'Donnell, 

intended to retire from the Board of Management after so many years' service. The Industri.s Sincere appreciation of the 
work done by these two fine leaders cannot be better expressed tha.Q- repeating the comments which concluded the Boa:rd of 
Management'S Report to Federal Council. 

"With the retirement. of Messrs. P. Malloch, M.B.E., and 
L. B. O'Donnell from the Board after many years of unselfish, 
loyal and wholehearted service to the Association and the 
Industry, Federal Council delegates and the many growers 
who comprise The A.D.F.A. join the members of the Board 
in expressing our very sincere good wisheS and appreciation 
to these gentlemen. 

Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E. 

«There will be very few of 
us present to-day who will re
member when Mr. Malloch 
first joined the Board in 1924, 
but there is none of us who 
does not know of his unremit
ting toil over the years to 
strengthen and consolidate the 
interests of our Association and 
to help guide the destinies of 
the Australian Dried Fruits 
Industry. 

"Mr. O'Donnell has been a' 
Board member since 1949, 
prior to which he was Presi
dent of Federal Council for ten 
years. Always he has had the 
interest of The A.D.F.A. and 

the Industry at heart and as a grower-member he has never 
failed to protect and further their interests. 

"To both these gentlemen we expreSs our heartfelt wish 
that they enjoy many years of happy retirement from A.D.F.A. 
affairs, knowing that at any time both would vvillingly give 
the Association the bene!fit of their wide experience and know
ledge." 

Farewell Presentations 
Federal Council took the opportunity of making farewell 

presentations to both gentlemen. Mr. Malloch, a lover of 
music, received, an' electric record player, and Mr. O'Donnell 
was given a silver .tea-service and tray which, as he remarked, 

would be shared by his wife ~ho had made many sacriflc~s to 
allow him to give so much of his time to the Industry~ s affairs. 

Peter Malloch 
With tihe exception of Mr. W. B. Chaffey, the •:father of 

the Industry'~, no man has, perhaps, equalled Peter· Malloch in 
stature and status. His grasp of Industry problems was, .and is, 
quick, clear and logical and his knowledge of all aspects of 
the Industry is profound. . ' 

A member of the Australian Dried Fruits Control Board, 
The A.D.F.A. Board of Management (of which he was Chair.:. 
man from 1952-1955), and President of Murray -Industries 
Development Association 
Ltd. from its inception in 
1937 , demonstrates more 
than words can exPress the 
calibre and ability of this 
outstanding leader. 

Larry O'Donnell 
Mr. O'Donnell has, like

wise, been a powerful and 
forbhright leader a£ the 
Industry. A one-time mem
ber of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Control Board he 
still retains .his member
ship of the N.S.W. Dried 
Fruits Board. He was for 
many years a director ,of 
Mildura Co-op. Fruit Co. 
Ltd. 

The experience a n d 
judgment of these two un
selfish leaders, gained over 
mimy years, have left their 
mark on the fortunes of 
the Industry and The A.D.F.A. 

Mr. L. B. O'Donnell 

BOARD CHAIRMAN RE-APPOINTED 
Mr. R. M. Simes, M.B.E., Commences Eighth Term 

At the Board meeting immediately following the conclusion 
of Federal Council on 16th November, Mr. R. M. Simes was 
unanimously re-appointed Chairman of the Board of Manage
ment at the full authorised allowance of £1500 per_ annum. 

Mr. R. M. Simes 
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New Board Members 
-Two new members joined the Board at the meeting on · 

16th November. 
Mr. H. A. Watson, who filled the grower-vacancy caused 

by Mr. L. B. O'Donnell's retirement, is .the New South Wales 
member on the Board. He has been a Federal Council delegate 
for some years and has also been an active participant in 
A.D.F .A. District Council and Branch affairs. He is a past
President of the Wentworth Shire Council and still a Councillor 
of that municipality. 

Mr. W. A. Jackson, who is General M~nager of. Red Cliffs 
Co-op. Packing Co. Ltd., fills the Packer vacancy on the Board 
and replaces Mr. Malloch in that capacity. He also has been 
an active member in A.D.F .A. District Council affairs and 
brings to the Board a wide background of Packer experience. 

At their :first meeting the Board Chairman extended a hearty 
welcome and expressed the opiniOn that as the work of -the 
Board unfolded during the year they, with the other members, 
would become absorbed in solving the many problems of the 
Industry. He foresaw a cOntinuance of the co-operative under
standing whereby Board affairs were considered a;;; a Board. 
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OUR OlDEST PIONEER 
Centenarian David Gordon Still Going Strong 

It is with great pride that congratulations are extended to 
Mr. David Gordon who last October passed the century mark. 

Bam in the north of Ireland, Mr. Gordon emigrated to Aus
tralia in 1878 and is a pioneer of the original Mildura Dried 
Fruits settlement founded by the Cha:ffey Bros. He was an 
active participant in the affairs' of The A.D.F.A. and the 
Industry and had much to do with the early, and successful, 
efforts to form and develop the Mildura Raisin Trust. His 
interest extended to municipal affairs for he was a Mildura 
Shire Councillor for some 34 years. 

To-day he resides in Queensland arid it is said that even 
at his venerable age he takes a stroll each day and is an avid 
reader. 

Our sincere good wishes are conveyed to Mr. Gordon for 
a continuance of good health. 

His son, John, was re~elected to The A.D.F.A. Board of 
Management by last year's Federal Council, and is President 
of the Mildura Shire Council this year. He is also a member 
of the Australian Dried F1·uits Control Board. 

OBITUARY 
NATHANIEL BARCLAY, M.L.A. 

Cr. Barclay, M.L.A., whO' died on 11th September, 
was Country Party Member for Mildura. He had been 
Chairman of the State Development Committee, and 
was a member of the Parliamentary Library and 
House Committees. Last year he attended. the Par
liamentary Association ·conference in London. 

His Dried Fruits property at Red Cliifs was well 
known and was visited by the Queen in 1954. 

Mr.- David Gordon, bright~eyed and full of vigour, smiles 
at the wOrld as he passes his century. 

The late 1vlr. Baiclay served on Gallipoli and in 
France, winning the Distinguished Conduct Medal 
md he Was wounded in the Second World War. 

GROWERS! 

File Your Copy of the "News" 

Throughout the year much valuable information on horticultural practices is given in the 
"News". 

File your issues so that you can refer back to them as authoritative guides on cultural practices. 

Adopt some simple means of storing the issues-on a special shelf; in a box; by having them 
bound; or even by cutting out important articles and pasting them in a reference book. 

11 News" articles provide the latest authoritative information available-

SO KEEP THEM FOR THE DAY WHEN QUICK REFERENCE SAVES TIME AND TROUBLE 
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EXPANSION AND THE 
INDUSTRY'S ECONOMY 

Visionary Development Must Have Practical Basis 
The n1ost recent proposal to establish areas suitable for drying variety vines has been centred in New South Wales on 

the Da·rling River at Para St.ation. Through the sponsorship of the Murray Valley Development League tentative plans were 
put forward to subdivide some 4000 acres of new land at Para, and due to the suitability of some parts of the soil it could be 
anticipated that drying variety grapes would be produced. 

Having recently overcome the crisis (at least" for the time 
being) created by the Victorian Government at Robinvale the 
proposal of the Murray Valley Development League- was 
viewed with apprehension, .for although the British negotiations 
for entry into the European Economic Community have 
broken down (at least temporarily), the large proportion of 
the annual Dried Vine Fruits crop which has to be exported 
is a severe strain on the Industry's economy. And llo better 
example of this strain can be given· than the drop in prices 
experienced by Australian growers during this past season of 
1962. 

The concern of the Industry was commented on by the Mil
dura Dish·ict Council A.D.F.A. last August when it passed 
the following resolution:-

"That this Dishict Council believes that the proposed de
velopmimt of 4000 acres of new land at Para Station on the 
Darling River by the Murray Valley Development Committee 
is most untimely. That the Board of Management be requested 
to inform the M.V.D.L. of the many reasons why further ex~ 
pansion of the Dried Fruits Industry must cause hardship' to 
those growers who are at present finding great difficulty in 
finding payable oUtlets for the present level of production. 
That the MN.D.L. he requested to give thought to other 
forms of agricultural pJoduction." 

This was a restrained, realistic summing up and the Board 
of Management took the step of acquainting the Murray Valley 
Development League ,of the effects on the Dried Fruits 
Industry if its proposals were followed through. In view of 
the Industry's present, and foreseeable, economic difficultie.') 
it was emphasised that intending purchasers of land. who 
contemplated planting drying variety grape vines must be 
made fully aware of the commercial implications of such a 
step. 

The League was asked to draw the attention of applicants 
to the following:-

!. That already Dried Vine Fruits in Australia are over
produced, n·ecessitating an average annual export smplus 
of 80% of the crop. 

2. That in a year with world over-production prices inevi
tably drop. As an example, this Season (1962) export prices 
have dropped to a completely uneconomic level. 

3. That the weighted average returns in the sweatbox to 
growers have consistently fallen over the last four years. 

4. That, conversely, costs -of pr-oduction, as assessed by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, have consistently risen 
since 1955 when the Bureau first made the basic cost 
analysis. 

5. That the implications of the Common Market can so 
adversely affect the Australian Dried Fruits Industry that 
growers generrilly, in addition to those who might take 
up land on the Para Station sub-division, may have to 
contend with very adverse circumstances, not only at the 
end of the transition period but also during it. 

And it is as well to remember that the Common Market is, 
by no meanS, a closed book. 
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Statutory Board Support 

Of all the State Dried Fruits Boards the New South Wales 
Board has examined the economics of Industry expansion with 
the greatest realism, and for many years has had no hesita
tion in supporting The A.D.F.A. in opposing unplanned un
economic plantings. At a conference of State Boards in 
November, 1961, the following concise, but forthright, resolu-
tion was passed:- ' 

«This meeting views with concern any extension in plantings 
of Dried Vine Fruits at the present time," 

Acting on this, and earlier resolutions, the N.S.W. Board 
conveyed its views to the Minister for Agriculture and Con
servation from whom it was later learned that the Water 
Conservation and Irrigation Commission (N.S.W.) was aver.se 
to any substantial increase in plantings of Dried Vine Fruits 
in the present economic climate and that the Commission had 
been informed that the proposal for sub-division of part of 
Para Station- for irrigation land settlement had been rejected 
by the Western Lands Commission. 

This was heartening news and shows a realistic approach- to 
a very real fundamental problem. This outlook was followed 
by the N.S. W. Dried Fruits Board conveying its own views 
against expansion to the Murray Valley Development League 
(Region 4), and, in its communication, endorsing The A.D.F.A.'s 
own letter to the League on this subject. 

A letter of appreciation for its strOng support has been 
sent to the N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board. 

Coincidental with the action take11 in regard to Para Station 
certain evidence opposing~plantings _in the Mallee areas ad
jacent to the River Murray was given by Mildura representa
tives to the Mallee Regional Committee when it met in Mildura 
last October. 

There are, of course, those who would put fozward the plea 
that the Industry does not want expansion; _that it wishes to 
maintain the status quo for present growers; that it doesn•t want 
new-comers. To these observations the only answer is to 
repeat that the Industry and The A.D.F .A. have never opposed 
expansion provided it is ptoperly planned as part of the 
stabilized economy of the Industry. " 

In this regard it is interesting to learn that Professor Sir 
Samuel Wadham gave an address over Station 3AR, Melbourne, 
on 6th 'January, entWed 

"The End of the 'Micawber' Era" 
This -is what Sir Samuel said:-

, "I always find Mr. Micaw:ber an intriguing character; pos
sibly because his life was based on principles which were the 
exact opposite of those which I Was early taught and have, 
however hnperlectly. tried t-o follow. To him planning was 
anathema. Life was to be lived using whatever came along 
and always. eA}Jecting that something would turn up to solve 
any immediate difficulty. 
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"And watching people in life one has realised that Micawber 
is a very accurate character in many ways and one wonders 
what percentage of the population lives in that sort of way. 
Sometimes it has seemed that it is a high percentage ih 
certain sections of the population. Perhaps- that sort of atti
tude was inevitable among casual workers during the depression 
years. But it was also common among other sections of the 
people. In the past I am sure the majority of boys who went 
to our so-called <public' schools were given a general educa
tion and it was expected that at the end of it they would get 
a job somewhere or other in the city. 

"Alternatively some would decide they wanted to <go on 
the llilld' with little thought as to how to set about it, or 
what was required for setting up farming. Something would 
tum up, a fliend would take the lad on his property, one of 
the wool firms might have an opening, or he might get into that 
deplorably uncertain category-the jackeroos. Today those in 
the former group have a better chance; they are being sought 
out and often offered bursaries for the last years at school. 
But the second group has not changed-except that jackeroos 
are almost extinct. 

Chance Development 

"But the whole history of some o{ our fatrning industries 
has the same imprint. They have developed more or less by 
chance and then something has ·turned up. This encouraged 
them to think they could expand further until their production 
began to outstrip their market; but they struggled along, 
Micawber like, and fell on evil times until the next boost 
came. 

"This is well illustrated by the Dried Fruits IndUstry, 
especially in its early years. Grapes were originally groWn for 
wine in, the early days. And some people with small holdings 
growing a few acres of vines .started drying some grapes, The 
product was not very good; much of it was eaten locally and 
the balance sold for what it would fetch-and that was not 
much. Meanwhile Dried Fruits were imported from Europe. 
Properly gra,ded and packed, they were regarded as a delicacy 
by the well-to-do people. 

"Then came the settlements at Renmark and Mildura where 
small holdings were intended to grow all sorts of fruit. The 
settlers wei:e mainly from overseas. and soon struck the trouble
some times of the 1890's. They gradually learned which 
fruits sold well and during the early years of ·this century they 
found Dried Vine Fruits were very successful especially 
Sultanas and Lexias. They organised the' marketing side and 
obtained protection which gave them. a better chance on the 
loc-al market. The First World War gave them good prices. 

"This turn-up suggested Dried Fruit production as an oppor
tunity for ·returned -men and by the later 1920's Australian 
output. was round about- 50,000 tons. Time after time troubles 
set in, the prospects were black but Micawber like the Industry 
went on and things did tum up. The Greco-Turkish war and 
subsequent political disturbances in Greece helped enor
mously. The Industry re-organised itself and regained control 
over the processing and distributing side which improved its 
position in the home market, but in many years it was having 
to export three or more times as much as was consumed 
locally. 

"The depression of the 1930's saw steady increase in pro
duction and without the moratorium the Industry would have 
met financial disaster. But techniques were improved and 
cost per ton reduced considerably. Finally the Ottawa Agree
ment gave it a great opportunity; preference in Britain, 
Canada and New Zealand. Sultanas, the chief crop, could 
compete with the American product while Lexias and Cur
rants could hold their owri with Mediterranean countries. 

"During the war the Industry itself recognised that it had 
been economicially vulnerable and suggested no more plant
ing should be made. After 1.he war considerable quantities of 
grapes intended for drying were used for wine and spirit 
manufacture. Prices for the reduced Dried Fruit harvest were 
generallY good, and the earlier competition with other countries 
in London and other markets took some time to develop. To
day large increases in acreage in Greece and Turkey compli
cate the position, and if Britain joins the Common Market the 
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preference against American fruit will be lost. As to European 
fruit there will be a tariff in favoyr af it instead of a pre
ference against it. 

Other Primru·y Industries Too 
"Canned fruits have much the same story. It was a small 

industry before World War I. Then prices rose unavoidably; 
new canneries were set up to deal with great increases in 
acreage in the Goulburn Valley and other irrigation scheme-.. 
The 1920's saw disillusionment. Micawber like, the industry 
hoped for the best. It was given export bounties, debt remis
sions and special assistance in years of disaster. Commonwealth 
preferences has been a great asset, the industry has again 
expanded output and Micawber-like hopes that something 
may turn up to save it from the disaster which will follow 
in a year or two if Britain joins the Common Market. 

"The dairy story is worse. That industry has gone on ex
panding in recent years despite the ever-increasing difficulty 
in selling its products at prices which are prctfitable to many of 
the producers. And the greater the production the larger its 
export and the greater the difficulty. The leaders have known 
the facts but the Commonwealth Government has continued 
its support, and consequently the number of dairy cows in 
Victoria and Tasmania has increased. In Victoria the State 
Settlement Authority has created new dairy farms. One can 
only assume th_~t they are just hoping (like Micawber) that 
something will tum up to save the industry. Short of a refusal 
of Mrican peoples to grow oil seeds cheaply, it is difficult 
to see what it could be._ 

"There is one other a,spect to all this unplanned growth 
of some primary industries far beyond the needs of our local 
market, and therefore with the idea of export of large pro
portion of the products. We have to recognise that the capital 
required for the development of these farms and for the 
railways, water supply and· other equipment of their districts 
was largely bOrrowed from Britain up till 1930. This state of 
affairs meant that Britain had some interest in the effectiveness 
of this land settlement and its capacity to pay its way. This 
may not have been a prime. factor, but in the prospectuses 
circulated in Britain for each loan, the purpose for which the 
money was being bOrrowed was stated. While the State raising 
the loan took full responsibility the London organisation which 
floated the loan doubtless examined the basis on which it was 
ibeing raised. 

"This no longer holds. The finance for recent developments 
has largely come from Within Australia, except in so far as 
private capital has been ready to come in and take a chance. 

Whither our Markets? 
"We now have to face the fact that Europe does not ·want 

our products-wool excepted-and if Britain joins the Market 
it will have to take active steps to hamper their entry in 
some cases. We must also see that no highly developed country 
is going to let us enter its market .to the detriment of its own 
farmers. 

"Wars were probably the greatest stimuli to unwise and over
optimistic development. The high prices· for food and other 
raw materials which have always been temporarily engendered 
by them have encouraged the Micawber attitude towards the 
development of fmming. Other cases such as exceptional 
droughts have had temporary effects-but they are only 
temporary; they do not usually destroy the farm equipment 
necessary for productioh. , Their sole effect is to remove a 
surplus for the time being. The exception is when they reduce 
a livestock population as a drought of 1944/45 did ours. 
Recovery in such a case takes time~ but in crop land drought 
the effect is very limited. Two years of drought in the North 
American cereal belt in the 1930's removed an enormous 
surplus of grain hut it was rebuilt within two years. 

"We have to face the fact that the old order has changed. 
Europe looks abroad for contracting volumes of food stuffs, 
not for.an expanding one. If we expand production in ·industries 

, with more than a doubtful future we do so at our own risk, 
and we must expect to find great difficulties in disposing of 
exportable surpluses. We can, of course, give it away and we 
know there· are vast populations which woulcl be glad of these 
commodities. Can we so switch a large section· of our pur~ 
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chases so as to give these underdeveloped countries the capacity 
to buy from us? This would be a new trade policy, and it can 
only succeed in a limited range of goods. Our only official 
method is through the tariff, but there might he unofficial 
methods which would help to introduce goods from under
developed countries. to the Australian people. 

.Agricultural Crisis 
«World agriculture faces a crisis just as it did :in the 1930's. 

Intemational agreements to stabilize prices are an essential 
factor in the solution. 'Beggar my neighbour' was a tempor
arily amusing game in the nursery, but the world has been 
grOwing up and many countries will not play it any longer 
in respect to tho products of their farms. The Micawber 
mentality in developing large new schemes for fanning ven
tures for export has no place in the modem world. 

"'ThiS may sound very gloomy, but listeners will please 
understand that some slow expansion is · necessary to meet 
the needs of the increase in our own population, also on wool 
production an increase is justified, provided we can attain it 
at lowest costs. And there are certain commodities which we 
can learn to produce here for our consumption and thus avoid 
iinports from Europe or America. 

"But the days of wholesale expansion without consideration 
of markets should be over." 
I , 

NEW PLANTINGS OF PRUNES 
A somewhat similar story applies to the Prunes Industry, 

but it is not so much a <iuestion of limiting plantings as to 
the selection of the most payable varieties. 

The three main varieties from which Prunes are produced 
in Australia are D'Agen, Robe and Splendour. Of these the 

D' Agcn is by far the niost popular with home and overseas 
consumers. 

In recent years there has been unplanned plantings with 
the result that production of _Robes has increased and this, 
in turn, has created a marketing problem due to consumer 
resistance to this variety and a preferential demand for D' Agen. 

During 1962 the N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board made an In
dustry and consumer survey and the following extracis of 
its report warrant the most careful consideration:-

"It appears that the resistance (to Robes) in so far as the 
buyer is concerned is on account of the bitter taste, and to a 
lesser degree to the colour and general appearance in compari
son with, say, the D'Agen type. It further appears that the 
dislike for the Robe is not so pronounced in grades 60/70 
and downwards. 

"The main complaint from the packer's point of view is that 
the Robe is much harder to handle and does not pack up as 
weJil. as the other types." 

Warning 
Much about the same time as the New South Wales enquiry 

the South Australian Prunegrowers' Association A.D.F.A. issued 
a warning that -there be no further Robe plantings and that 
market requirements wexe definitely for the D'Agen variety. 
In a circular to growers the Association emphasised that the 
"matter is a serious one, and apart from the economics-which 
favour D' Agen variety-a situation could arise where an in
creased pack of Robes, Splendours and other varieties could 
be embarrassing. 

"While present supplies of Prunes, other than D'Agen, are 
insufficient to be a difficulty in regard to marketing, all further 
plantings should wholly be concentrated on the planting of 
D' Agen variety." 

WATER THE liFE BLOOD 
The proposal to construct the Chowilla Dam recalls some 

important comments by Mr. A. L. Tisdall, Commissioner of 
the Victorian State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, in 
a radio broadcast in March, 1962. The full broadcast was 
published in the June, 1962 issue of "Aqua". 

Dealing with "carry-over storages", Mr. Tisdall pointed out 
that in the River Murray system the Goulbum and Hume 
on the Murray had been greatly enlarged i:a recent years. For 
this purpose Eildon Reservoir was enlarged 'from some 300,000 
acre feet to -2! million acre feet :in 1955, and the capacity of 
Hume Reservoir was recently doubled to 2~ million acre feet. 
·These storages regula-te the water over a series of years, so 
that water stored in periods of high river flow in wetter years 
can be used in dry seasons. 

If this is to be done, there must be careful control of the 
water used each year, for if the supplies for a dry season are 
to be assured, them must be a limit to the amounts supplied 
in any ohe year. The setting of this limit is one of the most 
difficult tasks of an irrigation Authority. The criterion for water 
deliveries each year must be the output which can be main
tained over a prolonged dry cycle of several years. 

Losses in the distributing system have to be taken into 
accoullt; losses such as evaporation and seepage in the irriga
tion channels. _When these have been· taken into account the 

and the search for such a lining is going on all over the world. 
Actually losses from unlined earthen channels are a lot less 
than was formerly believed, particularly if they have been in 
use for many years. 

Losses also occur if heavy rain falls during the irrigation 
season. When this happens the farmers want to stop irrigating, 
and as the whole channel system is full, some of this water 
has to be run .to waste. 

One of the advantages of irrigation is that it can be used to 
stabilize production. Not only , can the annual production be 
increased to many times what could be produced from the 
same land without irrigation, but this level of production can 
be evened out so that there is less fluctuation between dry 
and wet years. Obviously this cannot be done if there are 
violent fluctuations in the amount of water supplied and used 
from year .to year. 

Large reservoirs have other uses besides their primary one 
of supplying water for irrigation, but water for irrigation is 
the main reason for building modern multi-purpose reservoirs, 
and their performance in dry seasons such as the present has 
proved their value to the economy. of Australia. 

THE CHOWillA DAM 
am.ount of water delivered to the farm boundary js generally w ar · d bl d' 1 tJ s th A 1 a]· D tm t f 
b 

e eme e ·O 1e ou usr Ian epar en o 
a out one-l!alf of the amount delivered into the system. -. Mines and Geological Survey for some informative details issued 

There have been experiments by C.S.I.R.O. in recent years. in a small brochure "Mineral Information Series .No. 17". 
to reduce evaporation, but while these are useful for small While a fair proportion of the brochure deals with geologi
dams they are not of use so far on large storages or running cal studies, earth formations and construction problems the 
water. following details will be of closer interest to growers. 

Seepage 
There are also experiments on channel linings to cut down 

seepage. The obvious type of lining that comes to mind is 
concrete, but such linings are very costly, and have only been 
used on smaller projects. In any case concrete linings have a 
limited life, something cheaper and more perm~ment is wanted 
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• The final choice for the damsite is 392! miles upstream 
from the Murray Mouth, or 37! miles upstream from Renmark. 
Because of the proximity of a station property of that name, 
the site became known as the Chowilla damsite. 

• The reservoir which will be formed behind the proposed 
dam will be by far the largest in Australia, comprising some 
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4,750,000 acre feet of water (l acre ft. = 272,250 gallons). For 
comparison, the size of several large reservoirs is giyen as 

Proposed Chowilla Dam . . .· 4,750,000 acre feet 
Lake Eucmnbene, SnOwy Mts. 3,500,000 
Eildon Dam, Victoria . . 2,750,000 , 
Hume Dam, Murray River . . 2,500,000 
Warragamha, N.S.W. . . . . . . 1,695,000 

• No existing dam in South Australia is anywhere near 
these in capacity of storage. The capacity of the South Para 
Reservoir is about 40,000 acre feet. 

. • The actual dam and spillways will extend for 17,600 ft. 
across the bed of the Munay, or about 373 miles. The height 
of the earth :BU dam will be 44 feet above the normal river 
level, impounding water to a depth of 36 feet when full. 

• The reservoir area will extend about 60 miles above the 
dam, equal to rubout 103 river miles. The maximum water-

spread will be about seven miles wide, or a total of 400 square 
miles in area. Of the area-, 45 square miles Jie in South Aus
tralia, 160 square miles lie in Victoria, 195 square miles lie in 
New South Wales. 

• Construction of such a large reservoir on the Murray pre
sents a number of problems, which fall broadly under three 
headings 

Tightness of the reservoir area. 
Stability of tl1e ·damsite. 
Materials for construction. 

• Since the reservoir area extends into three States, investi
gation of its suitability has been undertaken by the River 
Murray Commission. Investigation of the geological features of 
the damsite was carried out by officers of the Geological 
Survey of Soutl1 Australia; as was the problem of materials for 
construction, for which 3-i million cubic yards of earth fill 
will be required. 

SEASON 1963 INSURANCE VALUES 
The Board of Management has set the following minimum 

values for insurance purposes by packing companies for Season 

VINE FRUITS 
(Minimum values for basic grades.) 

Variety 
Currants 
Sultanas 
Raisins 

Unpacked Value Pa'cked Value 
£110 per ton £130 per ton 

110 ,. " 130 " 
95 , 120 , 

TREE FRUITS 
(Minimum values 

Varf~ty 
Apricots . . . . . . 
Peaches (unpeeled) 
Pears ....... . 
Nectarines . . . .. . ,. . . 

are based on "Choice" 
moist pack) 

Large 

Unpacked Value 
£398 per ton 

285 , 
201 
261 

Packed Vi:tlue 
£433 per ton 
319 , 
236 , 
296 " " 

1963 for fruit whilst in transit from the grower to the packer 
and during packing. 

PRUNES 
(Minimum values are based on 50/60 "Fancy".) 

Unpacked Value 
7 lb. ,tins .. .. .. .. .. £1~2 per ton £252 per ton 

35 lb. boxes .. 191 , 261 , , 
Packed values include cost of packing, insurance, etc. 

Insurance cover is against loss or damage by fire, Hood, fresh 
and/or rainwater, hooks, oil, breakage, collision and/or Civer
f;urning and/or derailment, strike, riot or civil commotion. 
Such insmance shaH cover the fruit whilst in trahsit from the 
grower to the packer and whilst in transit from the packer 
to tho Selling Agent or his nominee Or to ship's slings. The 
cost of such insUrance shall be charged by the packer to 
the grower. 

INTERSTATE CHARGES, SEASON 1963 
Tho following rates (applicable to all interstate shipments 

for the season) will be charged by Agents on Season 1963. 

Dried Vine Fruits:-
Victoria and New South Wales (River 

Murray) . . £4 0 0 per ton 
South Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 5 0 per ton 
In regard to South Australian Dried Tree F1mits Agents are 

permitted to retain from proceeds of sale the amounts relating 
to the following items and rates for adjustment between them
selves at the end of Season 1963: 

-Shipping charges .(including wharfage, 
handling charges and bills of lading) 17 /6d. per ton 

cubic meas
urement. 

-Port marking . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . 5/- per 100 
boxes. 

-Cartage allowance, Port Adelaide to Ade
laide 5/- per ton 

measurement 
on local -de- · 
liveries only. 
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I AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. LTD. I 
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• PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS g I ,_,_ .. I 
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FINAl GRADE DIFFERENTIALS, SEASON 1962 
Dried Tree Fruits 

The Board, at the time of the various final adjustments Apricots Peaches 
authorised the following differentials for payment by packing Grades Basis Per ton Basis Per ton 
companies to gro~ers:- Marked Extra Large £72 

Large 32 
Apricots Peaches Medium Bei~w 8 

Grades Basis Per ton Basis Per ton Slabs Over 16 
Plain Basis 

Fancy Extra Large Over £160 Over £122 Pears 
Large 104 

" 
102 Fancy Extra Large Over £128 

Choice Extra Large 105 
Large 95 

112 Choice Extra Large 104 
Large 64 85 Lar~e 78 
Medium 40 

" 
51 _Me ium (cored) 45 

Standard Extra Large 80 91 
Medium (uncored) 34 

Standard Extra Large 84 
Large 40 60 Large 61 
Medium Basis 32 Medium (cored) 38 

Slabs 24 Basis 
Medium (uncored) 28 

Slabs 24 
Plain 

" 
8 

" 
ll Plain Basis 

SALES TO DISTILLERIES 
The refusal of the Minister for Customs and Excise for 

growers to sell sub-standard Dried Fruits to distilleries during 
Season 1962 was not only a disappointment but also created 
problems of disposal, _not to mentiOn loss of realisation oppor
tunities. 

The reason given by the Minister for withholding pennis~ 
sian was that distilleries were holding heavy stocks of fortifying 
spirit while 'wineries were likewise stocked with wme and 
brandy. 

The situation of Dried Fruits growers is not a h~ppy one, 
for refusal or otherwise each season depends entirely on the 
stocks held by the wine trade, and Dried Fruits growers do 
not lmow where they stand until a season is well advanced. 
It seems to be an inequitable state of affairs that a Govern
ment regulation favours only one party leaving Dried Fruits 
growers, in the event of permission being refused,- of having 
to destroy a by-product which could well be sold to those 
distilleries which want to buy, despite the overall spirit stock 
position of the Wine industry. The. inequity of debarring two 
parties from negotiating sales has been- pointed out to the 
Minister and, indeed, Federal Council has strongly advocated 
the abolition ·of the regulation altogether. So far no success. 

Tied into the disposal of sub-standard Dried Fruits is the 
diversion of fresh drying variety grapes to wineries. This 
again can react adversely on the Dried Fruits InduStry, for in 
a year of demand (which usually coincides with a year of low 
production) large quantities of fresh drying variety grapes are 

diverted to wine and spirit manufacture. Thus, in 1962·, 
diversion of such type grapes reached 89,313 tons, over 
20,000 tons of the dried article. 

Such diversion might be acceptable if it was seasonally 
consistent and proportional to crop output, but it is expected 
that Season 1963 will see an increased drying tonnage in South 
Australia at least, because reports have it that the winery 
demand will be less. Thus, at a time when Dried Fruits 
prices are lower and stocks from the Season 1962 crop still 
remain unsold the Dried Fru~ts Industry is confronted, in all 
probability, with marketing a sudden increase in pack tonnage. 

For the benefit of regulating production in both industries it 
is clear that a better means of control is desirable. 

Compulsory Diversion Would be Complex 
In this regard suggestions have been put forward through 

Federal Conncil that some form of quota compulsion should be 
introduced for Dried Vine Fruits. The implications arising out 
of such a proposal are complex, and while theoretically it is 
sound in basis yet in practice many difficulties would arise. 
Compulsion must necessarily give rise to the liability of fin
ancial redress to growers and what statutory powers would 
have to be formulated to police compulsion. 

The simplest and most equitable method, as has already 
been observed, is the abolition of the regulation which, at 
least, would permit Dried Fruits growers to realise something 
on a useful by-product. As for fresh fruit diversions this must 
be a matter of grower loyalty to his industry. 

TREE fRUITS PRODUCTION, SEASON 1963 
In March the Tree Fruits Committee made A.D.F.A. esti

mates for Apricots of 1792 tons, Peaches 690 tons, Pears 307 
tons, and Nectarines 40 toils. These are considerably higher 
than the 1962 packs. 

It is anticipated that the Apricot pack will contain a lafge 
proportion of Hail-marked fruit and there might be an appre
ciable quantity of M.F. grade. 

Prunes 
It is likely that The A.D.F.A. will pack some 2500 tons (dry 

weight) for 1963, which is almost the same as for the previous 
season. There are still unsold stocks of the 1962 pack to be 
sold, and it is only recently that Season 1961 sales were 
:finalised. 
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This problem of disposal could well be lessened by specialised 
sales promoton on the Commonwealth. Branches have been 
asked to approve a special levy On growers for this purpose. 

State Quotas for Prunes 
The sales lag with A.D.F.A. Prunes is, however, not entirely 

due to a lack of specialised promotion for, undoubtedly, Agents 
and Distributors are doing ·their utmost to effect sales, but 
their efforts are restricted, partly by price discount competition 
of non-Association processors, and partly-:-more than. partly
to the unsatisfactory system of setting quotas by the State 
Dried Fruits Boards. 

Competition from outside processors has to be met, and is 
being met, by the extensive and national sales coverage of 
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A.D.F'.A. Distributors, but the Jack of a- consi:md-lve system of 
Setting seasonal quotas which would be equitable to all Prune 
growers is something which can only be overcome by a clear, 
appreciation by all State Boards of the difficulties now being 
borne by growers. who are loyal to the principles of The 
A.D.F.A. 

The Board of Management had this to say in its report tO 
Federal Council 1962:-

"The setting of quotas by the State Boards iS quite unsatis
factory, and nothing which your Board has done has impressed 
the State Boards with the need to set quOtas so that reasonable 
equity of sales is available. The position, which the Board has 
so consistently tried to overcome, is that A.D.F.A. growers, 
having large unsold stocks of the previous season to sell, are 
at a disadvantage against non-Association processors when a 
current season's quota is placed too high, and iS not regulated 
to overall availablity of fruit to the home market." 

The problem was constructively recognised by Federal 
Council which passed the folJowing resolutions:-

That this Federal Council having examined the system 0£ 
setting Prunes quotas by the State Dried Fruits Boards 
considers this system to he quite unsatisfactory. That this 
Council views this with concern as equity between gro:wers 
is not being maintained, and the Board of Management 
is requested to bring this resolution to the notice of the 
responsible Minister in each producing State. 

and again:-

That in regard to the setting of State quotas a meeting 
between The A.D.F.A. Prunes Committee and the Stale 
Dried F'rnits Boards concerned he arranged. 

Charged with the responsib.ility of considering all Prunes 
matters The A.D.F.A. Prunes Committee, at the request Of 
the Boa.rd of Management, considered these resolutions·· and 
deoided that a Sub-Committee comprising the Board Chair~ 
man, Messrs. H. F. Trott, J. W. Manchester, C. J. Ward 
(Committee members) and the General Secretary should meet 
the State Boards collectively at the earliest convenient time 
and that the various Ministers of Agriculture should be in
formed accordingly. 

THE VINE BUD COUNT 
I 

The Mildura Dist'rict Council A.D.F.A. complained to the 
Board of Management that the bud count issued by the 
Merbein Research Station was being used by the press for 
commercial pmposes ·as a means of assessing a season's Sultana 
pack. The complaint is justified for the information is pre
pared each season by the Station only to assist growers with 
their pruning. 

The Board suggested to the Station that if, in future, it 
would send the detail.~ direct to Head Office arrangements 

would be made to see that they reached growers through 
reliable Industry channels. 

The Station eventually decided to continue to make a suit· 
able Ielease to the press which could not be used for com
mercial assessments, for the courit, at best, is a guide to 
pruning. As an estimate of likely production it is subject to 
s_easonal conditions and hazanls. The Station will also- give 
details to Head Office for circulation through appropriate 
channels. 

PROCESSING, GRADING AND PACKING STANDARDS 
The joint conference held in Mildura on November 19 be· 

tween the Board of Management and the packing companies, 
to which representatives from the Department of Primary 
Industry and the State Dried Fmits Boards were invited, was 
particularly constructive, and a number of -resolutions Were 
passed to the Board of Management for attention. 

Those relating to research were considered by The A.D.F.A. 
Processing Research Committee (previously known as The 
A.D.F.A. Processing (Packing) Committee) and very thoroughly 

' discussed with packer representatives on February 5. Various 
proposals were accepted for practical ,application during the 
present season and the results will be examined at a further 
meeting of the Committee towards the latter part of the year 
when packing has finished. 

The personnel of The A.D.F.A. Processing Research Com
mittee is detailed on the inside front cover page of this issue. 

Raisins 

In regard to grading standards of Raisins and the system 
proposed for the future in regard to allobnent of quantities 
and disposal a decision was deferred pending receipt of details 
from the Department of Primary Industry on the temporary 
regulations it proposes issuing for test during 1963. 

Since the date of the Committee meeting_ these details have 
been received and the vie-ws of Packers have now been sought 
in respect to setting differentia·ls for quality fruit. 

Grade Fixing 
In accordance with its usual responsibility Federal· Council 

appointed The A.D.F.A. representatives to the Commonwealth 
Dried Vine Fruits Grade Fixing Committee. These embrace 
the following:-

Mildura Packers' Association: Messrs. H. L. Prescott, A. E. 
Giles. 

Nyah and Woorinen District Packe~s' Association; Mr. W. G. 
Malloch. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

S.A. (A.D.F.A.) Dried Fruits Packers' and Agents'_ Associa~ 
tion: Messrs. R. P. Pickering, M. L. Smith. 

Agents' Representative: Mr. C. J, Ward. 

In Western Australia, Messrs. A. Ziiko and J, Delhi were 
re-appointed to a separate Committee for that Sta'te. 

The work· performed by the Committee waS recognised by 
Federal Council in -the following resolution:- . 

That letters of appreciation be forwarded to the gentle
men who have acted untiringly on the Commonwealth 
Vine Fruits Grade Fixing Committee. 

The Departmen-t of P1imary Industry has made the follow-
ing appointments:-

All Committees: Mr. A. A. Gregory. 
Central Committee: Messrs. D. A. Lambie and H. Crook. 

South Australian River District Committee: Messrs. C. j. 
Morony and H. Crook. 

Western Australian Committee: Messrs. R. P. Stack and 
B. W. Yeates. 

At the tfirst ,meeting of the Commonwealth Dried Vine Fruits 
Grade. Fixing Committee proposals on the following .lines are 
to be 'considered:-

!. That the- Departmellt purchase a colour matching light 
to assist at grade fixing, and to assure that all samples are 
properly matched before they are distributed to packing 
houses. 

2. That the Grade Fixing Committee should me~t and de
liberate in private, and that visitors should be invited 
to inspect the fruit only after the grad11s haVe been Set! 

3. That all samples Of fruit swbmitted to the Grade Fixing· 
Committee should be graded through the one machine~· A. 
small machine is available in .Mildura for this purpose. 

4. That a representative of the Raisin seeders be added to 
the Committee. 
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In regard to Dried Tree Fruits the f'ollowing A.D.F.A. repre
sentatives were appointed by Federal Council:-

S.A. (A.D.F.A.) Dried Fruits Packers' and Agents' Associa· 
tion: Messrs. A. H. Rawnsley, A. R. Pallant and the Secretary 
of Assooiation (Convener). 

Non-Irrigated Areas: Messrs. S. Johpson, K. W. Rasmus. 

Victorian Agent; Mr. C. J. Ward. 

South Australian Agents: Messrs. }. B. Carvosso, R. C. I. 
Harris. 

The Department of Primary I~dustry has agreed, as a trial, 
to match samples for non-irrigated areas in South Australia 
when grades were being fixed at Berri in 1963. If successful, 
consideration will be given by the Department to making the 
procedure a regular feature. 

Hail-Marked Apricots 
Due to the large proportion of marked Apricots in the" pack 

for Season 1963 the Department of Primary Industry has ap
proved export under the following conditions:-

(a} The Apricots shall be size graded over standard riddles 
and containers marked in accordahce with the recognised 
size grades, 

(b) Containers shall carry no markings which would sug~ 
gest quality standard, but shall be clearly marked with 
the words "hail marked" in letters not less than one 
inch in height and no abbreviation will be accepted, 

(c) The total damaged area on each individual piece of fruit 
shall not exceed an area equal to that of a circle one~" 
quarter inch in diameter, 

(d) No container shall contain more than 75% of hail marked 
pieces, 

(e) Fruit damaged by any agency other than hail shall be 
excluded from the pack 

Crown Grades of Sultanas 
Federitl Council 1962 passed a resolution' to the effect that 

it "supports the principle of a reduction in the number of 
crown grades- in the Sultana pack and requests the Board of 
Management to initiate enquiries in Australia and overseas 
and submit a rcpmt to Council members as soon as possible", 
and this was brought up for discussion at the conference with 
packing companies last November. 

While some tentative suggestions were put forward it was 
apparent that enquiries must first be made amongst the trade 
in Australia and overseas. Pending the receipt of the extent of 
market acceptability the Board of Management cannot make 
any assessment of -the value of Federal Council's request. 

THE SUlPHUR CONTENT OF DRIED TREE FRUITS 
During 1960 and 1961 representations were made to the 

Department of Primary Industry by The A.D.F.A. to obtain 
an increase in- the permitted maximum content of sulphur 
dioxide in Dried Tree Fruits to 3000 p.p.m. Through dose 
liaison between the Department and the Dried Fruits Industry 
some success was achieved which, summarised, may be stated 
to be:-

United ,Kingdom: 3000 p.p.m. or more permitted at time 
of import provided the content is not more than 2000 p,p.m, 
at time of sale. In practice, this concession is limited to 
manufacturing purposes. 

New Zealand: 2500 p.p.m. under conSideration by the New 
Zealand Government. The result of an appr!-:mch for 3000 p.p.m. 
by the Department is not known. ' 

West Germany: As from 1/7/1961 2000 p.p.m. were ap
proved hy the West German Government. 

The permitted maximum content varies between importing 
countries and the utmost difficulty is experienced in Australia 
to keep within the limits for certain countries. It is /anparent 
that there should be one standard content for all countries 
and as a move towards this The A.D.F.A. Federal Council 
last November passed the following resolution:-

"That th~ Commonwealth Government be requested to 
institute high international discussions with the object of 
having the sulphur content of Dried Apricots increased 
to 3000' p.p.m. on all markets." 

Since the submission in February, 1960, considerably more 
investigation has taken place on the toxic effects of S02 in 
Dried Tree Fruits, the conclusions pointing to the fact that 
the fears of health autl10rities are not substantiated. One of 

·the strongest examples refuting the theory that 502 is deleteri
ous to health and supporting a content of 3000 p·.p.m. is in 

'Australia where there have been no adverse medical reports. 
It may be accepted that "if there had been the health authori
ties would have acted very promptly. 

The fact that the permitted maximum content at present 
varies amongst countries points to a difference of opinion as 
to what may be regarded as a safe content for human con
sumption. Generally, the attitude of various health authorities 
may be summarised by listing the criteria of the Preservatives 
SUJb-Committee of the Food Standards Committee of the U.K. 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food-

1. Preservatives should only be employed in foods if their 
use has been expressly authorised. 
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2. Additions should only be permitted where they have 
been shown to be necessary or advantageous, and then 
only in the amount needed to achieve the desired effect, 

3. The addition should not give rise to a health hazard. 
The .following observations are made in respect to the fore

going criteria:-

In regard to Criterion No. 1 the Dried Fruits Industry sup
pmts this, hence the present application to secure one inter
national standard. 

Concerning Criteria Nos. 2 and 3 the preservation _of Dried 
Tree Fruits depends completely on the application of sulphur 
dioxide. Without sulphur the article loses in both appearance 
and keeping quality. Fruit inadequately sulphured tends to 
deteriorate rapidly and becomes black and unattractive. 

The present submission is to secure an international standard 
of 3000 p.p.m. which 

(a) will preserve Dried Tree Fruits and maintain a good 
appearance over an extended period, 

(b) vvould permit standardised techniques for sulphuring at 
time of drying, 

(c) would not be injurious to health. 

In Australia a content of 3000 p.p.m. has been permitted 
for some years and there has been no evidence to show that 
this content has been injurious to health. 

During the last war U.S.A. military authorities, in purchasing 
Australian Dried Tree Fruits, insisted on a high sulphur con
tent-a content in excess of the present maximum of 2000 
p.p.m. allowed by the United Kingdom. 

The British VVar Office and the Royal Navy insist in their 
supply specifications that Dried Tree Fruits carry a high 
sulphur content. Tltis content is ill excess of 2000 p.p.m. 

It is, perhaps, appropriate to recall that the British Health. 
Authorities permit a content of 3000 p.p.m. or more at time of 
import, but which must be not more than 2000 p.p.m, at time 
of sale. 

In the U.S, Association of Food and Dairy Officials Quarterly 
Bulletin 10(1) 1957, it is stated- ' 

"The use of sullfite in any of its forms including sulfur 
dioxide as a preservative of Dried Fruits and as an anti
browning aid in cut fruits and vegetables presents no health 
hazard from the standpoint of sulfite residue." 
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A paper entitled "The Chronic Toxicities of Sulphites':, by 
0. Garth Fitzhugh, Lila F. Knudsen and Arthur A. Nelson from 
]. Phar. & Exp.- Thera. 86 p. 37 {1946) sUggests that there is 
little "danger to animals by ingestion of certain levels of sulphur 
dioxide. 

In "A Review and Evaluation of the use of Sulphur DioXide 
in Dried Fruits", by T. A. Schwarz (published by Dried Fruits 
Association of California, June 1960) the following relevant 
comments appear:-

(a) In the Introduction: "We believ~ it dispels completely, 
once ·and for all, any doubts about the safety of use of 
this important dried fruits preservative in any amount, 
and certainly within the limitations observed in normal 
commercial p~actice". 

(b) At page 7: "The regulatory agencies were obviously conM 
vinced that S02 in Dried FrUits is not deleterious to 
health even at S02 levels far in excess of those resulting 
from good commercial practice. 

"They also were obviously convinced that S02 has no . 
effect on the nutritive values and cannot be used to 
conceal inferiority." 

(c) At pa.ge 8 {Sulfur investigations in' Germany): "In one 
noteworthy series of tests they fed 40 growing and 
mature dogs doses of S02 up to 1 gram p·er dog per day 
for periods vatying from one month to over a year with
out visible maCroscopic or microscopic symptoms. 

"This is a significant result since a projection from 
dog to man would indicate that the 'no effect level' in 
man would be of the order of 1 gram S02 per person 
per day which agrees fully with the data that Chittenden, 
T-aylor, Long and Hewlett had established on human 
volunteers." 

(d) At page 10 (Sulfur investigations in Germany): .,Thci 
(German) Imperial Board of Health has concluded .that 
'Sulfurous acid belongs to the class of preservatives 
againSt which not the least scruples exist from the 
psychological point of view. Our own tests conrfirm this 
view and have given it deeper meaning, as -far as dried 
fruits are concerned' ". 

(e) At page 11: "Morgan and Field demonstrated con
clusively that sulfuring prevents Vitamin C loss during 
the drying of fruits. They produced severe scurvy in 
guinea pigs by feeding them unsulfured dried Peaches 
while the control animals on sulfured dried Peaches Were 
free from scurvy. They ranked sulfured dried Peaches 
with orange juice and raw tomatoes in antisc-orbutic 
value while unsulfured Peaches retained no detectable 
amount of this property. 

"In a later paper the same authors showed that sul
furing also aids in the retention of Vitamin A, does not 
affect Vitamin G, though is destructive of Vitamin B~. 
Inasmuch as the fruits involved are relatively poor 
sources "Of Vitamin B, but are amongst the richest sources 
of Vitamin A and C, these authors conclude that sul
furing is an essential procedure to insure their high 
nutritive value. 

"The beneficial effects of sulfured clriell}J Apricots and 
Peaches in the treatment of anaemia were studied by 
Whipple and his co-workers, while Seywell investigated 
the effects of sulfured dried Apricots upon the alkaline 
reserve of the body." 

(f) At page 12 reference is made to the paper by Fitzhugh, 
Knudsen and Nelson (see above) and the following are 
quoted:-

.,The authors undertOok this study to determine pri
marily whether or not heavily sulrfured Dried Fruits pre
sented a toxic hazard. The question arose in connection 
with the Armed Forces' desire to obtain dried cut fruits 
of sufficient storage stability to permit their use in hot 
climates. 

"Since the usual commercial S02 levels i..s below 3000 
p.p.m. and the storage life o.f such fruit was deemed 
inadequate by the Armed Forces, the Quartermaster 
spedfied S02 levels considerably in excess of 3000 
p.p.m." 
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(g) At page 17: '~As far as Dried Fruits are concerned, the 
data prove that even highly sulfured Drieq Fruits 1:l5 
specified by the Ar;med Forces in the inte:r;est of s~perior 
keeping qualities are safe. The- fact that the Food and 
Drug Administration has officially ruled sulfur dioxide 
as a safe preservative for Dried FrUits and exempted it 
from the· provisions of the Additives Amendment :Would 
appear to confirm the reviewer" s opinion in-' this regard". 

(h) At page 18: "Proceeding -from the particular to the 
· ge'neral, one is forced· to conclude that Sul!Htes must still 
be regarded as one of the least harmful of the preserva
tives known to man. 

"In brief, the Sulfur Phobia -has no- baSis in fact." 

Due allowance· must be made for sulphur· d~terioration dur
ing storage and cooking. The results of investigations by the 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research· Organisa
tion, Division of Food PreserVation, on the loss of soz- from 
Dried Tree Fmits during storage show t~e followirig:-

Fmit 

Apricots 
Peaches 
Pears . , ..... . 
Apples ... ., .. . 

Loss of sulphur dioxide after 6 mo-nths 
68° F 86o F 
20-40 
15-30 

15-30 

50-70 
50-85 
30-50. 
50-80. 

The pefce~tage losse.~ quoted are for material held in sCaled 
cans. For paper-lined cases much higher rates of loss are to 
be expected. The losses are variable and- the !figures given cover 
the range of values obtained ill many laboratOry. experiffients. 
Nevertheless, it will be seen that substantial losses, seldom 
less than 50 ·per cent., ocC'ur during storage at 8W F for· six' 
months. · 

At a meeting on 13th October, 1950, of the Dried Fruits 
Processing Committee (fotmed under the aegis of the Common
wealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation and 
comprising represenl:atives of the Commonwealth Department 
of Primary Industry (then known as "Commerce ·and Agri
Culh,ue"), State Departments of Agriculture, the C.S.I;R.O. 
Division of Food Preservation and the Commonwealth Research 
Statiori, Merbein), it was pointed ·out that trials on the 
storage life of Dried Tree ·Fruits had shown that with 7 and 14 
gra_ins of sulphur dioxide per pound of Dried_ Fruits, appear. 
ance and flavour deterio~ated rapidly even if packed -in sealed 
metal containers and espe_cially when stored at higher .t~m-: 
peratures. A satisfactory storage life approaching twelve mont;hs 
could only be obtained with 21 grains per pound. 

Further deterioration occurs through cooking as is noted 
by the Standards Col~nllittee- in a footnote on p_age 28_ of-< its 
report· which states:-

"Experiments by the Scientific Adviser's Division , (Food) 
of the Ministry of AgriCulture, Fisheries and Food, indicated 
that, after cooking, dried Apricots, 'Peaches and Pears con ... 
tained from 45-70% of the sulphur dioxide present Defore 
cooking." 

· The Dried Fruits Processing Committee on 13th .·October-, 
1950, commented- : . .. 

"Further lossess of sulphur dioxide ·also occur dtiring sOak
ing and cooking· processes. The- extent Qf these losses . ara 
very variable and no reliable figures can be quoted, except 
that they always exceed 50 per cent. and may be. as high' as 
90 per cent." 

In the U.K. Food Standards Committee's report released 
in 1959, an estimate of dietary intake of. sulphur dioxide is 
stated in Appendh:: III (pages 61-63). It is noted that the 
approximate quantity of S02 likely to be consumed from 
s_tewed Dried Fruits is 0.3 mg. per day'. This may be-co.~pared 

(a) with the Committee's estimate of a daily totaf"intake of 
20 mg. per day, and 

(b) with the "no ·effect level" of 1 gram per ·person per day 
mention~ earlier, 

and strongly supports the point that a content of 3000 ·p.p.m. 
could h,ave no .deleterious effect on- a human .being. 
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gummed up, the submission for an increased sulphur content 
of Dried Tree Fruits have been listed as follows:-

!. Sulphuring of Dried Tree Fruits is a necessary part of 
drying to ensure that the product presents a good appear
ance and to avoid rapid deterioration in quality. 

-2. The addition of sulphur dioxide is necessary and advan
tageous to Dried Tree Fruits. 

3. An increase in sulphur content to 3000 p.p.m. cannot 
prove harmful to health. In any case there is some deteri
oration resulting from storage and cooking. 

4. In Australia 21 gr. per lb. of fruit are allowed by the 
health authorities of all States. 

5. The armed services seek a higher concentration of sul
phur dioxide. It can be inferred that if there was any 
danger to health this would not be sought. 

6. Scientific reports indicate that there is no health hazard 
from the standpoint of sulphite residue. Any sulphite 
residue is of little toxicological significance. 

7. The destruction of thiamine, and possibly other of the. 
B complex vitamins, in Dried Tree Fruits has little nutri
tional sign~cance. 

S. An increase to 3000 p.p·.m. for Dried Tree Fruits would 
still mean that the daily intake of sulphur dioxide from 
these fruits would be less than that of many other foods, 
and would have a negligible effect on the estimated total 
daily intake from all foods. 

The Department of Primary Industry has been asked to take 
up this submission at an inter-Governmental level and to sup-:
port them the Association has sought the co-operation of the 
Californian and South African Prunes interests by asking 
that they approach their respective governments. 

Fl\UIT FLY 

Victorian State Conference 1962, by resolution, asked that 
the Board of Management seek to co-operate with the Canning 
Fruits Industry, the Apple and Pear Industry and the Citrus 
Growers' Association in making a concerted move to have the 
Victorian Government institute a scheme for compensating 
fruit growers having crops destroyed, and for other incidental 
expenditure, associated with pest eradication campaigns. 

The Board has ascertained that compensation is already pro
vided for under certain State Acts, and is now awaiting in
stances of where Dried Fruits growers have been refused 
compensation for claimed losses. 

THE H OZ. SUlTANA CARTON 
- Arising out of the encouraging demand for the H oz. packet 

which has resulted in numerous requests from A.D.F.A. Dis
tributors and other wholesale firms, and in order to widen the 
fields of production and consumption, the Board of Manage
ment has decided that as a special price for bulk fruit has 
been given· to packing companies who wish to produce and 
market this sized carton no control will be now exercised over 
selling prices, discounts and trading terms. 

The intention of this -deCision is to permit any packing 
coinpany to develop and market the 1! oz. Sultana carton 
without the neCessity of first seeking registration as an 
A.D.F.A. Distributor, and by selling direct to any section of 
any trade. 

Packing companies will be required to observe the follow
ing conditions:-

!. To purchase Sultanas from their bulk packs for H- oz. 
cartons at a price equivalent to 118/- per cwt. ex ·U.K. 
warehouse converted to an F.O.B. Australian port value. 

2. To notify their Selling Agent(s} of the quantities drawn 
for such packeting and be account-saled accordingly. 

3. Not to use such fruit for any sized carton other than 
1! ozs. 

4. Not to use ·any variety other than Sultanas. 
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Packing companies wiil be permitted to---
1. Sell direct to any A.D.F.A. Distributor and Mariufacturer, 

any wholesale fhm not registered with The A.D.F.A., or 
any retailer or manufaCturer, and 

2. Quote such prices, trade discounts and delivery terms 
which they, as individual companies, may decide upon. 

It should be noted that A.D.F.A. Distributors and Manu
facturers have been informed that Terms and Conditions o{ 
Sale and official A.D.F.A. price lists do not now apply to the 
1! oz. carton and that they are at liberty to purchase direCt 
from any packing company which is willing to supply them. 

The development of this trade brought with it an interest 
by the Weights and Measures authorities in the various States 
for the 1 i- oz. size is not listed as a permissible weight under 
any regulations. It seems' anomalous that a 1 oz. and a 2 oz., 
amongst other listed .sizes, may be sold, but a H oz. packet, 
though clearly marked as such, is contrary to the regulations. 

That anomalies do exist under the various Weights and 
Measures Acts and their related regulations is recognised by 
State Governments for the Victorian Government, on behalf 
of all States, created a Board of Inquiry to take evidence. The 
A.D.F.A., as the only organisation in the Indusby which could 
make a Commonwealth-wide submissiOn, considered it wa.:~ 
closely interested in this enquiry and, accordingly, the Board o1 
Management instructed the General Secretary to give evidence 
The evidence is quite interesting and is quoted accordingly:-

"Having examined the Terms of Enquiry Set out by the 
Victorian Government, and the opening address given by 
W. J, Cuthill, Esq., S.M., consideration has been given to the 
details of proposals for permissible net weights for packaged 
goods subject to 'standardization' as circulated by the Superin
tendent of Weights and Measures. 

"This Association now desires to suggest to the Board that 
a 1! oz. size be included in the permissible weights. 

"In support of this suggestion it is explained that within the 
last two years the Australian Dried Fruits Industry introduced 
a H oz. packet to the retail trade to popularise the eating of 
Dried Fruits as a confection. While grocery retail swres (in 
the main) and delicatessens (to a lesser extent) supply Dried 
Fruits in 12 oz. and 16 oz. packets for general domestic use 
the 1! oz. packet has been evolved mainly for sale through 
confectionery shops, motels, hotels and other channels which 
seek a product in a small size. There might be a limited 
disposal through those grocery stores which cater for specialist 
l;myers seeking a small pack. 

"Consumer surveys show that a demand exists for a small 
packet for cut lunches; as an alternative to sweets and choc"O
lates; and as a new way of enjoying a Dried Fruit diet. The 
1! oz. size has been carefully chosen because 

"1. The small quantity is sufficient to .~atisfy a consumer due 
to the .high sugar content and richness of the product. 

"2. The size ·has been found to satisfactorily meet a conR 
sumer' s needs (both in rl'ispect to price, ease of handling 
and use, and satisfaction of immediate requiiements). 

"3. The s.ize0 is partic1,1larly suitable for tasth:;tg and sale at 
Royal Show and other exhibits where the' uses of Dried 
Fruits are being promoted. ' 

"4. The price at which a 1! oz. packet may be bought 1.-; 
within the means and needs of a buyer to whom 12 ozs. 
or 16 o'zs. 1s too large and too costly. 

"5. A larger size than H- ozs. would necessitate an abnormal 
increase in price and take it beyond the maximum whic-h 
could be charged if Dried Fruits are to be popularised 
as a <!confection, and would require the re-organisation of 
present packeting equipment and technique. 

"As the Terms of ReferenCe .do not appear to limit -the 
Board's enquiries to conditions in the grocery trade it must be 
inferred that the Terms are sufficiently wide to include other 
consumer channels. This inference appears to be supported by 
Mr. Cuthill's comments in his opening address to the possi
bility that -his enquiries may be directed to selected categories, 
and confectionery is mentioned as one of the particular 
categories which may be examined. 
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"In support of this submission it is noted that the Board's
Terms of Reference cover, inter alia, the following:-

"The requirements of and the practices adopted or con
sidered desirable by manufacturers in Australia. 

These requirements, so far as they would relate to the 
l ~ oz. packet, may be summcarised as follows: 
(a) a size must be produced so as to sell at a price 

acceptable to the consumer, 
(b) the size must pennit economic packeting as is pos

sible with existing equipment and techniques, 
(c) the size has been selected as being the most popul:n 

likely to encourage the eating of Dried Fruits as a 
confection or in ways other than through general 
domestic use. 

"The requirements of consumers. 
Surveys have shown that the potential for a small size 

is considerable and with the application of modem 
packeting, presentation and sales promotion can be de
veloped. The marketing of ·a H oz. size widens the media 
through which Dried Fmits can be made available 
to the consumer and enlarges the consumer field. 'It is to 
be noted that the consumer will stiH be able to buy 
the larger sizes when requirements are for more general 
domestic use. 

The small size 'packet has proved popular in the United 
States of America where some 20,000 to 25,000 tons of 
Raisins are annually disposed of through this medium. 
In that country the inclusion of a small packet in school 
and other cut lunches is now an accepted means of use, 
and through it "there is a growing tendency' to eat small 
quantities at odd times in the same way as sweets and 
chocolates, Ft,uthermore, many housewives find it more 
convenient to use the known weight of a smaU packet, 
or packets, in a recipe rather than tediously weigh out 
portion of' a brger packet. 

"The effect of modern techniques upon the economics of 
the packaging of goods .. 

In marketing a ll oz. packet considerahle care has 
been given to the economics of packeting, both in respect 
to handiness of size, the quantity required by the con
sumer and the payable volume of production. 

Through improvements in packCting equipment and 
techniques since the I} oz. size was first introduced in 
Australia it has been possible t;o reduce the retail price 
by one-third (from 9d. each to 6d. each). In areas con
tiguous to the point of packeting and in areas of large 
volume turnover the retail price is as low as 5d. each. 

To achieve this reduction castings have been based on 
present and potential volumes of production and tum
over in .relation to a 1! oz. size, and any increase in 
weight, say to 2 ozs, must necessarily affect costs in a 
number of ways (actual packeting, freight and cartage 
per unit, value of retail mark-up and the retail selling 
price). Thus, the increased cost of even a 2 oz. packet 
muld throw the retail selling price out of balance, affect 
volume htmover and ultimately destroy the developing 
consumer demand for a small, inexpensive packet con
taining an adequate quantity of fruit. 

"While this preliminary submi'ision has, necessarily, been 
given in general tenus it is hoped that sufficient- has been given 
to emphasise the need for the Board to enquire into the 
advisability of approving a 1 ~ oz. size, at least for Dried 
Fruits. 

"In conclusion, it cannot be emphasised too -strongly that th<~ 
introduction of a U oz. packet has already made Dried Fruits 
availruble in a new way to consumers, has demonstrated new 
uses for the procluct and has widened the field of consumption 
by including a section of consumers who previously were not 
interested in buying in larger quantities and paying shillings 
instead of pence.,. 

Tempo~:ary Approval by States. 

Pending the outcome of the Board of Inquiry's rePort, which 
will be jomtly considered by the State Governments, approval,. 
at the request of The A.D.F.A., has been given by the Weight~ 
and Measures authority in each State to sell the 1-~ 0:1 •• size. 

EARlY PACKING OF DRIED TREE FRUITS 
While Packers have been impressed with the need to pack 

for the earliest possible delivery to the trade, growers can 
assist considerably (thereby speeding the return of proceeds
into their own pockets) by delivering their Dried Tree Fruits 
to their packing houses with the least delay. 

Growers are warned that late deliveries. can only result in 
-Loss of, sales by Distributors through unavailability of 

stocks at required time. 
-Loss of sales to non-Association competitors. It has always 

been a complaint hom Distributors and the trade that 
our competitors arc a:ble to deliver ahead of The Aus
tralian Dried Fmits Association. This has already hap~ 
pened this year. · 

-Loss of ~ales through forced canCellation of retailer 
promotions due to non-availability of supply. 

-Inability of Agents to keep to finn shi'Pment dates for 
export markets. 

Extended Deliveries 
In accordance with the arrang~ment made With the Federal 

Dried Fruits Distributors· Association of Australia the Board of 
Management permitted a percentage of firm orders to be de
livered to Distributors and Manufacturers after December, 
1962. The proportion applicable to Season 1962 was 20%. The 
percentage will be reviewed eacb season in future. 

THE SAlES TAX BUGBEAR 
A letter from The Liberal Party of Australia (Federal Secre

tariat) advised that the foJlowing resolution had been adopted 
by- its Federal Council:- -

"That Sales Tax be completely removed from selected pro
ducts containing Australian Dried Fruits because of the need 
of developing the local market and _that this Council considers 
that The Australian Dried Fruits Association could, with ad
vantage, give more attention to its sales in the Australian 
market." 

While the resolution will be brought to the notice of the 
Commonwealth Government by the Federal Secretariat The, 
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A.D.F.A. has been asked to consider that portion dealing ·with 
sales in Australia. 

The Board has expressed its appreciation for the support in 
seeking the removal Of Sales Tax on manufactured products 
containing Dried Fruits. . 

In "regard to improving home sales the Liberal Party was 
asked for its suggestions-and these when given, though useful, 
have already been used in past promotion and are being cur-
rently develop(!d. . . 

In this regard it is interesting to note that correspondence 
has passed between the Liberal Party of Australia ani:l ,the. 



Minister for Primary Industry concerning. the need for in
creasing consumption in Australia. 

The Minister pointed out that The A.D.F.A. had been con
ducting, and was intensifying, a strong promotion programme; 
that the present consumption rate in Australia was over 4 
lbs./head· conlpared with 1.4 lbs./head in U.S.A., and that 
Australia led all producing oountries in its home per capita 
consumption. 

Asked to comment on the Minister's letter the Board of 
Management has again stressed that the continuance of Sales 
Tax is a· definite obstacle to sales and that- growers had 
appropriated £80,000 for the- 1961-1962 campaign alone. 

The sum has been increased to £95,000 for the current 
campaign. 

Imports of Californian Prunes 
The re~ent importation by a non-Association :t:nerchant of 

20 tons of Pfunes from California for processing and sale in 
AUstralia has caused concern. 

Details of Californian price quotations and conditions of 
supply are being obtained with a view to seeing whether a 
satisfactory case for an increased prote.~?tive tariff can be 
submitted to the Tariff Board. 

COMMONWEALTH MARKETING 
Second ~oard Report on Implementation of P.A. Recommendations 

The BOard's·!first report advised the adoption of a number of 
recommendations, non-acceptance' of others and deferment of 
some for later consideration. 

In general terms it was reported last July. that most of the 
recommendations. adopted are being actively implemented, 
although results cannot yet be e..'i.pected as n~cessary planning 
is _still being undertaken. 

Progress can be reported _oil the following:---

Appoinhnent and Traiping of Sales Merchandisers 

The Board approved the ·appointment of 6 men, including 
any personnel already employed at the time the report was 
adopted. Two men . were already on the ;:;taff and a further 
four have been engaged. The full teiun became effe,etive on 
23rd July. 

All Sales Merchandisers have been given a thorough ground
Ing by the Sales Promotion Manager in the Industry's products 
and plans. 

Distribution of personnel over the States is as followS:
Victoria: 2 men, of which one is a new appointment. 
New South Wales: 2 men, both new appointments. 
Queensland, 1 · man, a new appointment. 
South Australia: 1 man, alr~ady employed. 

The extension beyond six men up to the ten recommended 
by P.A. Pty. Ltd. will depend on the. developments of pro
motion as ascertained by the Sales Promotion Manager. 

Co-operative .Advertising 

This :Promotion medium has been maintained, consideration 
having been· given -to assisting both the retail and manufactur
ing trades. 

Display Material 

Considerable planning and designing has. been undertaken 
and first supplies of new material will be available in time 
for use by the field team when full operations have com
menced. 

Shows 

Exhibits ·at Brisbane and . Adelaide are _nOw beillg re
designed. Similar steps are planned for Melbourne and Sydney. 

Joint Promotions 

Negotiations are proceeding with one or two .manufacturers 
towards national promotion of certain packeted lines. These 
promotions, if suitable, were expected to be launched during 
the latter part of -1962. 
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Inspection Methods 
A further conference with Packers was scheduled for 19th 

November, 1962, in Mildura. 

National Advertising 
The Sales Promotion Manager has conferred with the Asso

ciation's Agency and has presented a report to the Board 
which has been accepted. The national advertising programme 
was associated with the' Christmas 1962 promotion period. 

Sales Tax 
A further request has been sent to Federal Members of 

Parliament seeking their support in abolishing Sales Tax on 
food products containing Dried Fruits, and a brochure has 
been mailed to all-Federal Members of Parliament, both 1-louse 
of Representatives and Senate. 
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For Future Consideration 

The following have yet to. be examined and brought before 
the Board for consideration:-

Appointment of a second Promotion Officer. 
Conduct of market and consumer surveys. 
Appointment of a female Public Relations Officer. 
Development of new products. 
Development of new packet designs. 

Recommendations held in abeyance for later considera-
tion:-

Campaign for using infestation pr~ventatives. 
Appoinhnent of a Research Manager. 
Appointment of two (2) technical liaison representatives. 

Co-ordination of research projects with Governrnent and 
other bodies. 

Increase in finance by Industry of research projects. 

Third Report 

This when compiled, will be released to A.D.F.A. BranChes 
when ~pproved by the Board ill:ld, subsequently, published 
in an issue· of the "News", 

Audit of Pl'ogress 

In October last consideration was given to a letter from 
Personnel Administration Pty. Ltd. suggesting an audit of the 
progress carried out during the first twelve months in imple
menting the various recommendations. The Board decided 
that it was too soon for an audit of progress, and considered 
such might be more appropriate in another twelve months. 

THE COMMON MARKET 
It wa.s with complCt~ surprise that the world learned of the 

peremptory cessation of negotiations between Britain and the 
"Six", particularly as there was every indication that these 
parties were reaching a basis of mutual understanding. 

The position at present is that Australia, the United King
doni and the other Commonwealth nations are where they were 
before the negotiations corrunenced, and it may be some years 
-before Britain attempts another approach for membership. 
However, that is only conjecture for it is known that some of 
the "Six" are deeply concerned and, indeed, flabbergasted, 
that the discussions had to be abandoned and it might not be 
beyond the possibility that efforts wiU be made by some of 
the "Six" to re-open the question of Britain entering the 
European Economic Community. 

The dramatic closure of negotiations is, of course, to the 
advantage of our Industry, for our preferential trading position 
with Britain remains as heretofore. As far as ·can be seen at 
this present time there appears to be no move by any of the 
Commonwealth nations or Britain to confer on general trading 
conditions between them. 

The active part that the representatives of our own Industry 
played in London and Brussels early last year has been over
shadowed by subsequent events, but it seems only proper to 
record the .excellent efforts made by Messrs. L. G .. Cameron 
and J. R. Gordon with Mr. E. Mills, Manager of the London 
Agency, in endeavouring to protect the Industry's interests at 
a time when it seemed almost certain that Britain would enter 
the European Economic Community. 

Mr. L. G. Cameron talks with other representatives of the 
Commonwealth Nations during E.E.C. discussions in London. 

The most appropriate way of informing growers what these 
gentlemen did is to quote the joint report 'by Messrs. Cameron 
and Gordon to Federal CounciL 

"Industry Representation at the 
European Economic Community Negotiations" 

Following a decision taken by the United Kingdom on 3rd 
August, 1961, to make formal application under Article 237 
of the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community 
considerable examination of the issues at stake has been made. 

Australia, as a member of the British Commonwealth, will 
be affected, and the Australian Dried Fruits Industry, together 
with many_ other exporting interests, is interested because of 
the high proportion. of its exports to the United Kingdom and 
Europe. 

Early this year, subsequent to a joint meeting of the Board 
of Management of The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
and the Export ContJ:pl Board, full statements covering the 
statistical and economical circumstances of the Industry were 
made available to the Commonwealth Government, with 
requests that appropriate steps be taken to preserve present 
trading conditions with the United Kingdom, 

On 16th April, in response to an invitation from the Com
monwealth Government, Messrs. L. G. Cameron {The 
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A.D.F.A.) and J. R. Gordon ·(Australian Dried Fruits Control 
Board) proceeded by air to London as Industry representatives, 
there to join some 30 other delegates from Australian export
ing industries, acting as Consultants to the official team 
which had been charged with the preparation in detail of 
Australia's case. 

Australia, while having no negotiating status, was given 
permission by the Council of Ministers of the Six to present 
a statement to the Committee of Deputies (the senior officials 
undertaking the actual negotiations), and this statement was 
delivered at Brussels on Thursday, 26th April, by Dr. Alan 
\Vesterman, representing the Commonwealth Government. 

This document, which may weU be an historic one, was 
the subject of an address to the Commonwealth Parliament 
by the Rt. Hon. John McEwen, M.H.R., Minister of Trade, 
and a number of press references as well. It also engendered 
very considerable interest and attention at Brussels and 
London, as it proposed, in much detail, steps which would 
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b~ needed to cover the requirements of Australia should 
Britain's entry to the E.E.C. be achieved. 

Prior to his departure for Brussels - on Easter Saturday, 
21st April- Dr. Westerman addressed a meeting of Consul
tants in ·London during which he posed certain criteria 'Within 
which any Australian chiims must be based, and on which his 
proposed address to the Deputies. was framed. This criteria, 
broadly laid down, indicated that any proposals would not be 
accepted if :-

(a) They required the maintenance of Customs frontiers 
between the Six and U.K. 

(b) They stood in the way of harmonization of prices within 
the E.E.C. 

(c) They gave important cost advantages to the United 
Kingdom over other members of the European Economic 
Community. 

(d) They defeated the object of a Common External Tariff 
and needed a separate schedule of tariffs. , 

(e) Any arrangements frustrated the protection given to 
industries within the Six, or if they conflicted unreason
ably with the expectations in the United Kingdom of 
any of the Six. 

(f) They conflicted with the terms of G.A.T.T. They must 
not be intended to increase preferences. 

(g) It had to be remembered in all cases that we are 
. moving to a sphere where the United Kingdom will be 

raising tariffs. It would be impossible to ignore the 
need for United Kingdom tariffs in view of the terms 
of the Treaty at Rome. 

It will be realised by Federal Council, due to these confines, 
as well as to a very clear injunction also given by Dr, Wester
man to the effect that Australia would be foolish to ask for 
the impossible and so provide the obvious answer, that a 
tacit acceptance of the loss of preferenceS had already been 
arrived at. Subsequent discussions confinned this impression, 
and it is our conviction that the total elimination of Common
wealth preferences will be brought about (may be gradual~y 
through a transitional period) if Britain joins the E.E.C. 

Being confronted with the position of the loss of preferences 
in the United Kingdom (at present £8/10/- per ton*), 
inevitably it was felt that the main ground 'left for manoeuvre 
was that of quota entry on the best terms that could be 
obtained, such entry to be given to the expanded Community 
and not Britain alone. 

It had been made clear to representatives on more than one 
occasion that full opportunity would be afforded to consult in 
detail, both collectively and separately; with the Australian 
Goyernment through its London headquarters at Aush·alia 
HOuse. The understanding was that a case was being prepared, 
dealing with each of the repreSented Australian industries for 
submission finally to the British negotiators in whose hands 
the ultimate decision as to inclusion in the British document 
was left. Once again it was emphasised that Australia had 
no standing in negotiations except through the British presenR 
tation, although it was evident that constant touch was being 
kept with other elements both in the United Kingdom and 
in Europe. 

Your representatives spent much time in the preparation 
and presentation of a claim for duty free . entry on a basis of 
nuiximUm . performimce. 

The basis of preference operating since 1919 is as 
follows:-

U.K. Tarill 
19.19 

. 1924 
1925 

. ~932 
1948 
1962 

Foreign 
per ton 

£10 10 0 
7 0 0 
7 0 0 

10 10 0 
8 10 0 
8 10 0 

Commonwealth 
per ton 

£8 15 0 
5 16 8 

Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 

It Was'presSed by Australia that this- convention came within 
the· Pio'visions of Article 234 of the Treaty of Rome and the 
criteria applied to Australia's intervention. 

:t'.Refers- to Sultanas and' Raisins. ' 
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It was also our claim that no upper limit on a (j_Uantitative 
basis had ever been applied, therefore it was reasonable for 
the Australian Dried Fruits Industry to expect access to at 
least the United Kingdom market on terms of the total uptake 
in any one season, We were troubled by certain aspects of 
the discussions which would apJ)ear to be setting .limits of 
opportunity to an average of the years 1960-1961-1962; more 
particularly as such average period would allow a compara
tively low tonnage of Australian Currants, Sultanas and 
Raisins. 

There also has been some suggestion that any quota entry 
would be based on value and not volume. This aspect was 
alSo combated by your representatives, unless such quota was 
calculated on maximum performance. 

There was evidence at all stages of consideration, both in 
official documents and statements as well as in newspaper 
articles and press releases of official origin, of much variance 
of interpretation in the term "comparable outlets". It may be 
well to revert in our thinking to the term "special interests" 
used in the original resolution of the House of Comnlons on 
3rd August, 1961, or the words used by the British /Prime 
Minister in his formal application of lOth August, 1961, when 
he wrote . . . "Her Majesty's Government have to take 
account of the special Commonwealth relationship as well as 
'the essential interests of British agriculture .. ," 

Another detail in relation to quota entry was that of 
"growth factor". VVe urged that in any consideration of 
tonnage due weight should be given to _possible increases in 
tonnage from existing plantings as a result of improved scien.:. 
tific techniques and better drainage and pest control. 

In the presentation of the foregoing matters and, in fact, 
in all aspects of consideration of the issues at large, every 
facilitY was extended by the official Australian team to the 
Consultants of the varied interests concerned. Joint and 
several meetings were arranged on both formal and informal 
levels, documents and press releases were made available, 
rooms with typing and telephone services were provided. 
Even more importantly, officials were on hand for interviews 
at all time~, including public holidays and weekRends. 

Opportunity extended and availed of was a visit to Brussels 
to contact and see the people at the very core of the European 
Economic Community. Through the generous courtesy of the 
Australian Embassy we informally met and conferred with 
representatives of other British Commonwealth countries, also 
some of the "back room" officials of the Six. 

We, also, were encouraged to make as much contact with 
the marketing side of our Industry as could be fitted into the 
time at our disposal. As the Australian Dried Fruits Board had 
wisely co-opted their London Manager, Mr. H. C. Mills, to 
assist us in Common Market discussions, and we were in close 
contact with the London office at all times, a very valuable 
opportunity was presented. 

In company with Mr. Mills we were able to attend meetings 
of the London panel, meet individual Agents, buyers and 
handlers of our products on' their home ground, as well as 
view the early shipments of new season's fruit on arrival and 
appraisal. 

Such contacts were in London, Glasgow, Bristol, Dublin, 
Belfast and on the Continent, and included inspection of fruit 
from all exporting countries as well as our own. 

We were also -able to meet the Australian officials respon
sible for joint publicity in the United Kingdom and view some 
of the work being done in shows, displays, etc. 

Opportunity was taken to attend a meeting of the Common
wealth Producers' Organisation and to hear a, debate on the 
effects on the Commonwealth should Britain join the E.E.C. 
We also attended a meeting in London of the Anti-Common 
Market League and an informal gathering of its Executives. 

In all these contacts and many others we endeavoured to 
probe public opinion regarding our position as suppliers of 
Dried Fruits and were able to gain much information of 
interest and possible value. 

By mid-June it was evident that the details Of Australia"s 
case were· nearing finalisatiori and the need for further con
sultations was diminishing. We reached an understanding that 
the United Kingdom negotiators would accept Australia"s paper 
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as presented and .place it before the coming session of the 
E.E.C. Council of Ministers in Brussels. The dispersal of the 
group of Consultants was then approved. ' 

The subsequen~ breakdown of negotiations in BrusSels as a 
result pf which many items included under the Common 
External Tariff (C.E.T.) were not brought forward (and 
embrac~ng all Dr!ed Vine Fruits, Tree Fruits and Prunes), is 
now hrstory. Pnor to the departure for London early in 
September of the Prime Minister and the Minister for Trade 
and the meeting of British Commonwealth Prime Ministers 
your representatives were called to Canberra for. a brief con
ference. It was again made clear that Australia was concerned 
at the outcome of the discussions, that much was as yet 
undecided, and that the result was principally in the hands 
of people other than the Australian. Government. 

Information made available since then will ha,ve brought 
delegates up to date on the position. It. will be quite clear 
that whatevel· the outcome, Australia h~s, together with other 

Cr. J, R. Gordon 

Commonwealth countries, put forward much effort in an 
endeavour to bring about the necessary re-adjustment in world 
trade without major -losses or dislocation. Just what success 
will be achieved is for the future to reveal, but it is fair to 
state in conclusion, that on both our Industry level, and the 
very much broader sphere of Commonwealth relations, the 
case has' been faithfully and well laid down. 

Investigation into European Markets 

A resolution passed by- Federal Council to the effect 

That the Council endorses the action of the Export Con
trol Board in conducting an investigation into Emopean 
markets and expresses· the wish that it be continued 

has, in no way, changed with the abandonment of the negoti.t
tions. The Export Control Board has been suitably informed 
of·Council's wishes. 

"The Rome Conference" 
Although much water has flowed under the bridge since last 

July it is, perhaps, •interesting to record the introcluctory re
marks to the full Conference _report by Mr. Eugene Gorman, 
C.B.E., Q.C., M.C., Chairman of the Australian Dried Fruit~ 
Control Board, who- was- also the Chairman of the Conference, 
These are worth stating in the light of the subsequent action 
by Turkey in depressing prices. The full report was- considered 
by the Board of Manngement at its meeting last October. 

Mr_. Gorman said:-

"Probably the greatest significance of the Conference was 
that it was possible for the first time to assemble representa
tives of every dried vine fruit producing country to discuss the 
industry's problems. Researchers claim to have established a 
vine history of at least 3500 years, but never previoUsly had 
there been_ anything· approaching a general Conference of the 
interested Nations. The nearest prior itpproach to a Conference 
was the hastily arranged meeting in Pari-s last year. of repre
sentatives of Turkey, Greece, U.S.A. and Australia to deal 
with an urgent marketing problem. 
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"The ·Australian Dried Fruits Control Board has for s6veral 
years realised that problems associated with the sale of our 
fruit abroad were _accumulating and that unless positive action 
were taken there was no prospect of these problems diminish
irig. Successful realisation in a particula.r year has depended 
increasingly on two factors-our moderate or small crop .or 
some disaster in overseas competitive countries causing the 
demands of consumption to exceed temporarily the amount . of 
fruit avaihble. When all countries had bountiful croPs, over
lieas prices were inevitably unsatisfactory and the te;ndency 
Of buyers to refrain from purchasing when they- knew sub
stantial quantiti((s were available has been much accentuated. 
This added greatly to our interest, storage and other costs in· 
the United Kingdom. Am.tralia's problem is the. greater be
cause our fruit in the United Kingdom is sold on consignment 
wi~h prices fixed in the month of May. As soon as these prices 
are known Mediterranean producing countries open 'forward' 
markets for their growing crops, with prices invariably lower 
thall those. fixed for Australian fruit. 

«The Board 1inally formed a strong opinion, fortified by 
rumours during the last two years of Britain's entry into the 
European Common Market, that it was essential for its mem
bers to make personal contact ·with the leading dried fruit 
organisations in the Mediterranean and the individuals who, 
subject to Governmental approval or direction, control them. 
For this purpose visits have been made to Iran, Greece and 
Turkey and the Board has issued repeated invitations to 
organisations and individuals in those countries to visit Aus
tralia. The object was that an International Conference mighf · 
be held when personal relations became sufficiently close for 
preliminary views to be exchanged and confidence to be 
established in the Australian 'Board and its aims. 

«Organisation of the Rome Conference wa~ left entirely 
in the hands of Australia which issued the invitations, prepared 
the Agenda and made all ariangements through the Office of 
the Australian Trade Commissioner in Rome, who arranged 
for meeting in the Conference Room of the F.A.O. and pro
vision of secretaries, translators, interpreters, etc. 

''After voluminous correspondence and with the generous 
assistance of the Trade Commissioner and his staff in Ro~e, 
arrangement<; were finally completed after a mass of detailed 
work for which the Board's Secretary, Mr. John Wearne, was 
almost entirely res-ponsible. 

«Present at the Conference were delegates and observers 
from-

Australia 
Greece 
Iran 
South Africa 
Spain 
Turkey and 
U.S.A. 

«The Conference was officially opened by Mr. Orris Wells, 
Assistant Director-General, Economics Department, F.A.O. 

«It is of interest to note that -tho-q.gh Spain and South Africa 
were not nearly so concerned in certain problems as were 
representatives of the other producing countries, their influence 
at the Conference was far from insignificant and one of the 
Spanish delegates was in fact appointed -Vice-Chairman, the 
Chairmanship being unanimously voted to Australia. 

"As is invariably--the case, many useful exchanges between 
participating delfilgiltions and delegates took place outside 
formal sittings. Australian representatives had, prior to the 
Conference, visited Iran, Turkey and Greece. There was gen-· 
eral agreement that some form of international co-operation 
was essetitial in the interests of all producing countries and in 
order to assist this an International Dried Fruit Secretariat was 
established with Mr. Eugene Gorman as Chairman and Ml'. 
John Wearne as Secretary. The Secretariat is to have its head
quarters .in Melbo:ume with a collecting post in Athens. Many 
details to ensure the adequate functioning· of· the two have 
still- to be settled but there was common agreement that the 
establishment of ·the_ Secretariat represented the most satis
factory progress yet made by the combined interests. 'The 
Secretariat has many obj~ctives, one of which should greatly 
appeal to consumers, namely the collection and dissemination 
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of accurate statistics concerning dried fruit in hand or reason
ably anticipated. 

"All present at the Conference concurred that nothing should 
be attempted in the way of a cartel and that enthusiasm for 
fair prices for produc-ers must never eliminate considerations of 
the proper interests of consumers. At the moment prices quoted 
for equivalent fruit in. the U.K. and Germany by Australia, 
Greece and Turkey range in descending order of the countries 
named. No one denied the right of the three countries to coni
pete but it was generally accepted that no good purpose could 
rfinally be served by one nation quoting its fruit at an un
economic level merely to gain precedence in sales over its two 
competitors. Already strong representations have been made 
to Turkey through its Commercial Attaches abroad to raise 
the minimum quotations for its fruit. There were general 
acceptance of the idea that the total aggregate of fruit sold 
could not be increased by uneconomic quotations although 
the immed~ate effect on countries seeking more reasonable 
prices must be most 'deleterious. The Turkish delegation mus:: 
not be taken as having committed themselves on this matter. 

,.Discussions throughout were conducted in an ·atmosphere 
of complete friendliness, each delegation recognising that 
other countries had peculiar problems the solution of which 
so far as they affected dried fruit sales must be determined 
at Governmental level. 

"'To sum up: the mere· fact that all Nations agreed to meet 
at Rome and did in fact meet with a genuine desire to Co
operate on an International level in the general interest of 
the industry represents a very great achievement: The estab
Jishment of the International Secretariat provides a guarantee 
that what has been gained will be held and that a foundation 
has been laid for further progress. It was felt at the Confer
ence to be unwise to go too far before the delegates returned 
to their respective countries to report on What had been done 
and what the objects of the Conference were. 

"All tl1e Australian delegates present are sure that a great 
deal has been achieved already and that the way is now open 
to supply supports which previously were sadly lacking. A 
great deal still has to be done but a blueprint has been ap
proved and foundations laid for a lasting edifice." 

The foregoing review pinpoints two helpful achievements:-: 

1. The formation of an International Dried Fruits Secre
tariat, and 

2. The recognition hy all parties that the welfare of the 
Industry on a world bas~s will be maintained only through 
international co-operation. 

' Turkey Depresses Sultan,a Prices 
Scarcely had the Rome Conference fini<;hed than producing 

counh·ies learned with amazement and apprehensiOn that 
Turkey had retaliated against Greek prices by under-cutting 
on the United Kingdom market. Immediate steps were taken 
by the Australian representatives to obtain a return· to more 
reoalist:dc price levels, but without success. 

Although A.D.F.A. Branches and District Councils were 
kept fully informed of the course of events, and groviefs 
who attend meetings would have been aware of the clitical 
circumstances which necessitated a follow-down of prices by 
Australia, the events could well be recorded for the benefit 
of all growers. It is apparent that, despite criticism at the 
time, no alternative was open to the Export Control Board 
than to reduce Prices if .sales in the United Kingdom were 
to be made. 

In August last a statement on the United Kingdom pricing 
pioblem was issued by the Export Control Board and it 
said:-

"With a record crop of Sultanas, estimated at 78,940 tons, 
the Export Control Board was faced with the problem of 
marketing over 45,000 tons in the United Kingdorp .. U.K. con
sumption of Sultanas is 60,000 tom a year, ancJ of this, 
approximately 30,000 tons is sold through each, retailer and 
manufacturer, channels. Australian Sultanas command the bulk 
of the retail trade while Turkey, California: Greece and Persia 
secure the bulk of the manufacturing trade. When Australian 
exports are limited to 25,000 tons, our fruit can obtain a 
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premium of about £5 a ton over other growths, as the retail 
trade generally is prepared to pay a higher rote than the 
manufacturing trade. Manufacturers will not pay any premium 
for Australian frwit over other fruits. It would be impossible 
to adopt a two-price system. 

"Having regard to this fact, the Export Control Board 
realised the necessity for a price policy for 1962 which would 
ensure some participation in the manufactul"er' s business in 
order to secure a greater portion of the U.K. trade; so the 
price for 5-crown Sultanas was fixed at what was regarded 
as a moderately low rate of £115 a ton. It was agreed that 
information regarding the probable quota for U.K. should be 
kept conlfidential, but from some source the news reached 
London and buyers became aware of it. As a result, purchases 
were made on a hand-to-mouth basis and in the eight weeks 
mid-May to mid-July sales amounted to only 2678 tons at an 
average price of ll4/4d. Normal U.K. consumption in this 
period is 8000 tons. 

"In July, when delegates attended the Rome Conference, 
concern was felt when Greece annoUnced a price basis for 
No. 2 grade which would allow of sille in U.K. at 108/6d. duty 
paid, but deeper concern followed three days later when 
Turkey announced- ·a price basis .allowing of sale of No. IO's 
at 105/6d. duty paid in U.K. This left U.K; prices for com
parative grades as follows:~ 

Australian 
5-crown, 115/-
4-crown, 112/-

Greek 
No. 2's, 108/6 
No. 4's, 105/6 

Turkish 
No. lO's, 105/6 
No. 9's, 101/6 

"It was quite evident to Board members in Rome that there 
was no hope of sectuing any share of manufacturers' trade in 
U.K. at tl1ese prices, but every probability of losing much of 
the retail trade. 

"Board members first approached the Greek delegation ask
ing them to increase prices; they said they were prepared 
to do so if the Turks. would increase their priCes. The Turks 
were then -asked if they would increase their prices and, as an 
inducement, we agreed to ·keep our price £2 per ton above 
their price arid to hold 10,000 tons from the market for 12 
months. Their reply was that they had no power to act in the 
matter; the prices were fixed by the Exporters' -union and 
agreed by the Government. 

"The Greek delegates stated 1962 crop estimate at 72,000 
tons against average· 60,000. 

"The Turk delegates stated 1962 crop estimate at 92,000 
tons against average 75,000. 

"Messrs. Gorman, Malloch and Wearne waited on the 
Turkish Commercial Attache in Rome, stated the position in 
full, emphasised the disastrous effects the low- prices would 
have on primary Producers and asked that he endeavour to 
arrange ·a meeting between Mr. Gorman and the Minister for 
Agriculture in Turkey at any time and place convenient. The 
Attache promised to do this; Mr. Gorman made a 'plane 
reservation for Ankam, but "'no reply was received. 

"Mr. Gorman then went to London; saw the Turkish Em
bassy there and repeated his willingness to fly to Turkey and 
discuss the position of prices there. To date no reply has been 
received by him. 

"After meeting the Turkish Attache in. Rome, the Australian 
delegates had two meetings with the Greek delegates and it 
was agreed the only way to bring Turkey to a realisation of 
the consequences of her low price-fixing policy, was to sdl 
a fixed tonnage below the Turkish prices-5-crown Australian 
and No. 2 Greeks at 104/-. 

"Following this, Messrs. Gorman, Malloch, Gordon, Hand, 
Wearne and Mills, met for some hours and debated the 
problem and agreed unanimously · to recommend to the full 
Board in Australia the 'course of action as discussed with the 
GreeJ<s. 

"On their return the Board met in Mildura; the position as 
outlined above was discussed and it Was agreed that 10,000 
tons should be released to the trade at-4-crown, 102/ -; 5-
crown, 104/-, and -6-crown, 110/-, with a fall clause operative 
to 31st December. The result has been sale of 6279 tons ill 
two weeks at an average price of 104/6d. 
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"It will be of interest here to record the opmwn of the 
London Agency and Advisory Panel which met with Mr. 
Gorman as Chairman on 17th July-

'Mr. Gorman reported to the meeting that, in company 
with Mr. Mills and Mr. Ranger he had that morning inter
viewed the Turkish Commercial Counsellor, London. The 
meetring had been arranged because of the Turkish action 
on prices. It was a follow up to representations which he 
and other members of the Board had made to the Turkish 
Commercial Counsellor, Rome. Mr. Vayisoglu, the London 
Counsellor, had promised to immediately advise his Depart
ment in Turkey of the result of the discussions. It was 
apparent from the gener.al reaction, however, that Australia 
would have no alternative but to counteract the ptesent 
Turkish efforts to disorganise the U.K. market. 

'Greece and AustraLia were prepared to work together 
and as time was running out adion could not be delayed; 
No one wanted a price war, as wars had to come to an end. 
The aim was to sell fruit, but at the same time to get a fair 
return fOr the producer. 

When representatiions had been made to the Turldsh 
delegation in Rome on prices, one of the difficulties which 
emerged was that those representing Turkey had no real 
authority to act. 

'After detailed chlscussion the Agent Members of the 
Panel expressed full agreement with the recommendation on 
prices reached by the SU;b-committee of the Board which 
was held in Home after the Conference. 

'Agents unanimously declared that they considered it 
desirable, if reductions were to be agreed to by the full 
Board, that the trade be advised that these would apply to 
a limited tonnage and not to the whole crop. It was, never
theless, felt that the reductions should apply so long as 
Turkish prices remained at their depressed level. This was 
the only· way to ensure the effectiveness of any action 
taken. 

'They also expressed the hope that the full Board would 
not apply an intennediate price policy as a partial reduction 
could not be of any practical varlue. Action had either to be 
drastic or not applied at •all. If a reduction was not imple
mented then selling would have to be corr.fined entirely to· 
grOcery outlets; The Agents further urged that consideration 
be given to the adoption of a temporary fall clause which 
in their view was most likely to indicate to Turkey the 
extent of Australia's intentions and as suoh could be the 
best deterrent to a further decline in Mediterranean prices. 

'Mr. Gorman also gave an outline of the talks which took 
place in Rome and expressed satisfacllion that all counqies 
concerned in the production of Dried Fruits had elected to 
be represented at the meeting. The Conference had agreed 
to set up an International Secretariat with headquarters in 
Australia and a field office in Athens.' 
"The foregoing is as concise a statement as is possible, on 

the unfortunate position that has arisen in U.K. 
"Board _members are anxious to see_ an increase in prices 

and after a meeting in Melbourne on 27th July a cable was 
sent to London asking what the prospects wet:e for an 
increase. The following cable was received in reply:-

'Yours prices met agents this morning stop May .we em
phasise main reason for adjusting prices was not to provide 
cheap fmit for customers but one to combat Turkish efforts 
to restrict our trading and (2) .encourage greater take up by 
manufacturers stop Immediate increase would defeat these 
objectives stop There is (a) some evidence Turkey perplexed 
by sharpness of Boards reaction and (b) indications that 
our only real prospect of securing agreement to end under 
cutting ris to maintain existing levels for at least a short 
period stop Last week's sales total 4800 tons and agents 
guess~s fof this week are for further 2000 tons stop We con
tinuing selling present terms until otherwise advised but are 
fi1ming ·up on appraisements stop Turkey registered sales 
7000 tons mainly Continent but unconfirmed reports sub
stantially beyond this stop Agents unanimously concur our 
view that it would be mistake to increase too qUickly.~ •• 
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Subsequent Approaches 
In October the Chairman of the Export Control Board 

wrote to the Department of Primary Industry as follows:-
' "re Dried Vine Fruit World Prices 

"Would you be kind enough to bring this letter to the 
attention of your -Minister? 

"I have just received a cable from Greece regretting that, 
owing to the continued low level of Turkish Sultana prices, 
Greece has no option but to reduce prices for its fruit to a 
competitive level. Since the Rome Conference we have been 
working in close co-operation with Greece but we understand 
their problem and .cannot blame them for this decision. 

"For months I have made re·gular but unavailing repre
sentJations to Turkish Commercial Counsellors in Europe and 
the United Kingdom and have even addressed myself directly 
to the Turkish Minister for Commerce, pointing out the 
disastrous effects of Turkey's price cutting, etc. We have all 
the world producing countries with the exception of Turkey 
lined up to fix minimum prices at an economic level but have 
had no success w.ith Turkey, where the industry is substantially 
in the hands of speculators, merchants and shippers rather than 
under the control of primary producers; 

"I even offered to maintain Austmlian prices at £2 per ton 
above Turkish prices if the latter were moved up to a reason
able !Hgure. Eventually in London we were compelled to re
duce our price by £11 per ton in order to have any chance 
of competing for the U.K. trade against Turkish fruit. 

"I realise that my request is one that probably cannot be 
met but I must exploit every ·avenue. The request is repre
sented by the foUowing- question: Is there any possibility of 
the matter being taken up at the highest political level, or 
alternatively by direct representation to Turkey from one of 
our overseas Counsellors or Trade Commissioners under De
partmental or Cabinet instruction. Even though such a sub
mis9ion were rejected by Turkey, as is probable, its mere 
making would help us in negotiating next season for a more 
sensible approach by Turkey to the price problem.'' 

Letter to Turkish Minister 
About the same time the Chairman of The A.D.F.A. Board 

of Management addressed a personal letter to the Turkish 
Miilister of Commerce. He wrote:-

"The action some months ago by Turkish Dried Fruits 
interests in reducing pnices of Sultanas on the> British market 
'has caused considerable concern to Austmlian growers and 
the leaders of the Industry in this country. As you know, Aus
tralian prices in London had ·to be drastically reduced so as 
to meet the Turkish actions. 

"In the United Kingdom this move to depress prices has 
not resulted in an immediate stimulus· of sales by your 
country. It can, indeed, have a weakening effect on the 
market hy creating •a long-term problem in re-adjusting prices 
to more economic levels. It can be anticipated that British 
buyers, having noted the Turkish action in red~cing prices, 
will strongly resist any upward move. Yet an mcrease, for 
the sake of the Turkish industry and the industries in Australia 
and other -countries producing Dried Fruits, must be soon 
attempted. The history of Dried Fruits marketing has shown 
that there has never been the need for setting uneconomic 
prices for each year's production has always been quitted. 

"At the request of the many Dried Fruits growers in Aus
tralia, who viewed the international Dried Fruits conference 
in Rome as a vital and encouraging step towards world price 
stability, I now approach you wi·th the most sincere request 
that yo'u take all steps within your Ministerial powers to 
ensure that prices for Turkish Sultanas in the United King
dom are quickly raised to those levels operating before these 
reductions took place. 

"May I ,ask you to give this matter your most earnest 
attention?" 

A copy of this letter was sent to '"Ticaret" (the_ Turkish 
Journal of Commerce) and was printed. 

At a later date the Chairman of the Mildura District Coun
cil A.D.F.A. also wrote, personally to the Turkish Minister. 
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Miriister's Reply 

In November, Monsieur Muhlis Ete, the Turkish Minister of 
Commerce, replied to The A.D.F.A. Board Chairman's letter. 
The Minister said:-

"1 thank you for your letter of the 2nd October, 1962, with 
regard to prices of Turkish Sultanas in the U.K. market, which 
received my greatest attention. 

"Please note that in the ffieantime the prices of Sultanas in 
Turkey has already increased and the further trend is definitely 
towards higher levels. 

"At the start of the season Turkish Raisin prices were 
momentarily reduced in the U.K. market in view of heavy 
competition from Greece . .As a matter of fact, even now the 
Greek exporters are trying to sell at much lOwer prices than 
those prevailing in Turkey, ;'lnd their latesf offers are made 
at 80/- to 81/- per cwt. C and F, U.K. ports, whereas our 
prices are maintained at 79/- to- 80/~ F.O.B. Turkish port:•. 

«Until recently some private exporters in Turkey were 
compelled to work with unusually narrow margins of profit 
in order to meet the Greek competition. 

"However, the situation now has completely ch~nged. The 
greatest part of unsold stocks is concentrated at present m 
the hands of the Co-operatives Union and in order to cover 
their purqhase prices and costs they do not wish to reduce 
thcir prices, but intend to increase their offers to 83/- F.O.B. 
to all markets. 

"Therefore, if you are able to prevail upon the Greek 
shippers to maintain their export prices at remunemtive levels 
you can alway.~ contact the Co-operatives Union TARIS' in 
Izmir, with a view of strengthening world market prices for 
Sultanas. The Co-operatives Union in Izmir, I am sure, is _pre
pared to examine -and to encourage any constructive sug
gestion and proposition in that direction. 

"On ·this occasion I Would like to mention that for years 
the Australian Raisins are being sold in the U.K. and Canada-, 
the largest Raisins consuming markets, free of duty, whereas 
Turki~h- Sultanas are subject to relatively high import duties, 
especmlly in Canada, where the rate is up to 3 cents per lb. 

"I do hope that the marketing problems nf Sultanas can be 
:-;olved in a fair and satisf.actoiy manner to benefit the growers 
in our countries." ' 

Australian Growers' Reaction 

The concern in all producing 
clearly phrased resolution of 
A.D.F.A.,-

areas was ex:press~d in a 
Mildura District Council 

. "That this meeting of Dried Vine Fruit growers expresses 
Its grave concern over the reduced prices now effective in 
world export markets. These prices can only cause tfinancial 
loss and economic distress to producers, not only in· AustraKl, 

bti.t in all countries concerned. Growefs accept a statement by 
the AUstralian Dried Fruits Control Board that the reduch'bn 
in prices has been initiated by the authority controlling prices 
in Turkey_ and approves of its efforts to secure an increase in 
prices. In mpport of these efforts this meeting requests The 
A.D.F.A. Board and Export Control Board jointly to bring to 
the notice of the Turkish and Greek price control authorities 
and press, our deep concern with the present level of prices 
and hope for improved rates so that economic disaster may 
be avoided. 

"That we view with deep concern the persistent lowering of 
price levels of Australian Dried Vine Fruits on the U.K. 
market over the past two selling seasons, which has resulted 
in instability and lack of confidence in the industry, and sug
gests that _the Minister for Primary Production be advised of 
the present unsatisfactory position and ask that he take im
mediate s~:ps to restore confidence by the Banks and all 
concerned. 

In the South Australian Parliament the enquiry was made as 
to whether action would be taken to ensure the survival of the 
South Austmlian Dried Fruits Industry as a result of the 
recent action by Turkey to substantially reduce prices. 

The A.D.F.A. Board of Management was asked by the South 
Australian Dried Fruits Board to comment on this and in' reply 
the Board felt that Australia must continue to send frwit to 
Britain and while the effects of the Turkish action were not 
yet known no alteration to the Aust11alian system of market
ing was contemplated. If the Industry was adversely affected 
it would be necessary to seek financial assistance from the 
Commonwealth Government. 

Federal Council's Proposal 

From the foregoing it is :unhappily obvious that the TurkisT1 
growers lackdng any organisation have nothing to do with the 
setting of prices· and are entirely in the hands of the Exporters' 
Union. This state of affairs is so foreign to the successful 
methods Of grower-control in Australia that the long-term 
answer to s'twbility of Turkish prices is a far closer participa
tion .by the .Turkish growers in thl:'lir own industry. 

While this will, undoubtedly, take 'time a stmt was made 
by Federal Council in passing the following resolution:

That if it is at all practical the ExPort Control Board, 
through the Board of Management, be asked to investigate 
if Turkish growers can be organised to form a Dried 
Fruits organisation. 
That it be . a suggestion to the Export Control Board to 
invite two Turkish officials or growers to Australia if by 
so doing it can more effectively explain the aims of the 
Australian Industry, and impress on the Turkish Industry 
the need for similar organisation. 

The resolutim; ·has been forwarded to the Export Control 
Board. 

Address to Federal Council 
given by Mr. Eugene Gorman, Chairman, Australian Dried Fruits Control Board. 

It. is pleasant to renew acquaintances and to re-see familiar 
faces, but a speaker is .~ometimes conscious of fretting un
willing ears with old songs sung anew when he speaks too 
often to the same audience on the same theme. ' 

One prop_osition I submit chronically. It relates to critics 
and criticism and may be stated thus-no prOOtable argurilent 
or criticism is possible before the true· facts are ascertained 
and agreed upon. No one can construct a sound argument on 
wrong facts. I am par-tial to critical bodies-; they can do useful 
work and even violent criticism can be exhilarating, but unless 
it is based on a solid "foundation of fact its arguments merely 
heat the air. I am frequently disappointed that the severeSt 
critiCs have so little knowledge of essential facts. 

Gentlemen, I happened some years agO to be a,ppointed by 
a not very discerning, Government to act as Chairman of the 
Export Control Bo.ard. There are two ways in which you can 
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exercise yoUr independence in such a situation-one, by taking 
no interest in the job and remaining abysmally ignorant of the 
whole subject; two, by trying to acquire something more than 
elementary knowledge of the Industry and its problems. I have 
tried the second and found the job full of ~nterest. 

One of the major things on which there is now general 
agreement is that our Industry has reached a stage when it is 
impossible to solve its problems by looking into the River 
Murray and denouncing foreign competitors. 

We now have to look at the Euphrates and the Bosphorus 
because what happens there will be vastly important to the 
marketing of our own fruit. The time has gone• when all- we 
did was ship our surplus to the U.K. and take what we got 
for it. Wha,t happens in Greece, Turkey, Iran, California and 
even Afghanistan become a· matter of importance, particularly 
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in years when world surplus crops coincide. That each nation 
pursues its own interests is obvious. 

Our first thought is for ourselves and we cannot deny a 
similar approach by Turk, Greek or Californian. Despite this, 
we are convinced that there is some common ground on which 
the representatives of the various producing countries can be 
brought together in the common interest. 

Give or take 500 years-for the industry is at least 3000 
years old-the producing nations had until -the meeting at 
Rome never come together to discuss common problems. As a 
preliminary to it we asl<ed California, Turkey, Greece and Iran 
to send representatives to us here in order that we might make 
personal acquaintance with various individuals prominent in 
their respective nations. A reasonable measure of success 
attended these invitations. 

To the same end we have made several visits to our 
eompetitors. We have been the. principal visiting body because 

Mr. Eugene Gorman: 

in a number of countries, particularly Greece, Tt~rkey and_ 
Iran, their industry was not tfinancially equipped to accept our 
invitation. During recent years we have developed personal 
friendships with a nmnber of individuals 'throughout the 
world concerned with dried fruit production. 

In England in 1961 there waS a complete deadlock in market 
operations because prospective purchasers thought that if they 
waited long enough they would get fruit at give-away prices. 
Regardless of protocol and in violation of it, the Export Board 

· addressed direet representations to the Greek and Turkish 
Governments. In the result we got five representatives from 
Greece and five from Turkey to meet us in Paris. The main 
difficulty arose from traditional differences between the two 
nations. Each Was good enough to say he trusted uS. We 
achieved no miracle, but at least we made it clear that if these 
two ·nations 'decided to sell at prices which were quite un
economic there was a strong body of rebels in Australia deter
mined to follow suit and undersell them if they decided to 
continue the rat race. No concluded agreement was achieved, 
but a basis was established below which nobody undersold and 
the result of the meeting was later largely applauded. 

Incidentally when you meet these men around the table their 
debating skill is undeniable--and many of them represent 
their respective- nations at high levels. They have a case to 
put-let us admit it-due to the economic difficulties of their 
nations. , 

We then decided to go ahead in arranging a world confer
ence, and although Greece and Turkey were poles apart they 
;tgreed to attend finally, due J~.rgely to the great labours of 
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our secretary, John Wearne. After prolonged correspondence 
and much delay, arrangements were made and all the pro
ducing nations did assemble in Rome this year. I was ilP
pointed Chairman and a Spanish gentleman as Vice-Chairman. 
VVe met in the F.A.O. building, the language being restricted 
to English and French. The countries represented were the 
United States, Greece, Turkey, Australia, South Africa, Iran 
and Spain. 

The first fact to note is that we met a number of people 
from what we speak of as foreign nations and came to terms 
of considerable familiarity with a large number of them. 
Private relations with the Turks were extremely friendly, al
though they protested that they could do nothing without the 
sanction of their Government. This, at times, made discussion 
a little difficult. Now, as to what happened-the most important 
matter. What were the chances of establishing some agreement 
that Dried Vine Fruits would not be sold at a price unremunera
tive to the grower? It was not hard to make progress with all 
except Turkey. Greece indicated _fro'm· the outset a desire to· 
co-operate. All nations agreed that, in theory, whatever the 
size of the crop it was absurd to ·start pr~ce cutting in an 
endeavour to get rid of fnlit quicker than your neighbour. 
Turkey did not dispute ·the accuracy" of the theory, but 
they emphasised the financial difficulties of their country. They 
cla{mcd that our fruit would keep in sound and saleable con-
dition fat two years, whereas theirs crystallised and deteriorated 
quickly. Turkey wanted quick sales all the time. This reaSon, 
though plausible, is not the only one-the real answer is the 
absence of any effective growers' organisation in Turkey, You 
will never ,ket good international co-operation until each 
nation has a strong· organisation of growers which can be 
tnlsted. Turkey has not got it-Greece has. In Iran, they are 
fully seized of the necessity of organising the growers, and we 
were assured that the industry leaders there Will worl< to this 
end. One of their representatives said he would achieve the 
objective in about four years. He is coming out to Australia 
early in the new year to familiarise himself with our organisa
tion. (Unfortunately earthquakes which followed shortly after 
Rome in Iran re-sulted in great damage and casualties .to human 
life. More than 12,000 deaths and thousands were injured and 
dispossessed.) It was agreed at Rome to set up an International 
Secretariat. Australia was appointed to take cha:i-ge ot the 
Secretariat with a compiling agency in Greece and our Board 
provided the first Chairman and Secr~tary. Turkey has not 
yet joined but we are very hopeful of their becoming a 
member. It is being managed with the 1 ubnost economy and 
no fees are payable to either Chairman or Secretary. 

Synchronis.ing with the Conference came the commencement 
of Greek and Turkish prices for the present season. At the 
opening of the season we announced £ll5 and then came a 
yell from certain critics that we were giving the fruit away. 
While the screams were still reve11berating the Mediterranean 
priceS came out with Greece £5 below us and Turkey £10. The 
Greek price was £110 and Turkey £105. Please don't tell me 
that the answer is that our fruit is so outstanding that the 
United l,(ingdom will give us £10 more than it does for 
Turkish fruit. FactS! do not support such a statement. There 
are many U.K. _purchasers who prefer Turkish fruit even when 
prices are equal. 

We approached the Turkish authorities time and time again 
but for a long time failed to get a reply. We pointed out that 
if they sold at £105 as against our price of £1I5 not one ton 
would be .idded to total consumption. We begged them to 
ra'ise their prices and undertook .in that event to keep o1-1rs 
£2 above theirs. This plea was made again and again without 
result. Fiilally we warned them that if, by the time I got to 
London, they had taken no action, we would take it they 
wanted a price war. In London, Turkey's representative said, 
"I know you are right. I will write to my Minister at once". 
To conclude this story, Turkey failed to move and we carried 
out our threat and reduced -to their price leveL Since that 
time we have continued to bombard Turkey from every angle. 
Greece stood by us until they found themselves in the same 
position as we originally were and their subsequent price 
reduction was inevitable- and made only after full communica
tion to us. 

Until thi_s week we have been in a price war based upon 
Turkey's .Jnahility to see the light. Last year Turkey did make 
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an attempt to :fix minimum prices, but after two or thtee false 
starts its Government gave away the attempt as hopeless. Now 
that T aris has acquired practically all the unsold fruit pros
pects of a price rise are better. There is a growing feeling in 
Turkey that "something must be done" but do not overlook 
the very different living standards of Turkish and Australian 
pfoducers. 

What is our real hope? It can be stated simply-that Turkey 
and Greece will confer with us on minimum prices before 
our new season's pric'es are published. We have no desire to 
establish a cartel such as once existed in the big metal 
industries-the day for that has passed. All we ask is th&t 
no nation sh_all sell at a price so low that it prevents producers 
from making at least a reasonable minimum profit on their 
production. We are trying to educate the Turkish producers 
and have succeeded in securing some publication of our 
views in Turkey. There are satisfactory signs of progress. In
fOima,tion is being sought from us as to what has been 
organised for the producer in Australia. In fact most producing 
countries are tremendously interested in the Australian set-up 
which, in their opinion, works better than what has been estab
lished elsewhere. I repeat that you have no effective inter
national co-operation unless you have in each country a 
strong producers, body. I am not able to give you gu~rantees 
for the immediate future, but I am hopeful that before we -fix 
our prices for export fruit next year the position internationally 
will have improved. 
, We have assurances from Greece of close co-operation once 

Turkey comes into line. The situation is bedevilled by tradi
tional prejudices between the two nations towards the 
anielioration of which Australia must try to. play a leading 
role. 

Rome produced a miracle in that representatives from all 
Dried Vine Fruit countries met there and talked under one roof. 
It would be absurd to hope that one such meeting could pro
vide a quick solution for .immense problems but remember-

we must concentrate on the EUphrates and the Bosphorus and 
go forward in optimism and regardless of setbacks. 

There is one satisfactory feature of the year's trading to 
which I must refer. The Californians did a very good job 
for the Industry in Japan in promoting the sale of their fruit 
but last season we sold only 47 tons there. This year Colin 
Ward is starting to talk Japanese. He has been up there twice 
recently and, as a result, and with full agents, co-operation, 
we have sold an extra 2000 tons, bringing our total Japanese 
sales to 3200 tons. It is true that this has largely been the 
result of doubts as ·to California's ability to supply Japan, and 
very hard work- and quality fruit will be necessary if this 
year's performance is to be repeated next year. 

Greece is selling to Japan at a low rate but we cannot get 
away from the fact that American fruit, is selling there at 
£35 per ton more than ours. It is disappointing to have to say 
it but most buyers in Japan maintain that it is the only fruit 
they Want. Temporarily, the Japanese position is satisfactory 
to us-the future is matter for speculation. You may ask why 
we sell at different prices •to say, Japan, Canada, etc.? For a 
long while the only real market for our surplus has been the 
United Kingdom; every ton we can take off that market 
improves -our prospect of getting a more reasonable price 
there. 

Finally, in the las-!: week or so, I have been talking to 
officials of the Reserve Bank concerning our industry and am . 
surprised at the close knowledge they have of all its problems. 
I have given frank answers to their enquiries. I have admitted 
that we have difficulties. What industry hasn't?-but I have 
said to them, "Gentlemen, you may proceed on the basis that 
this is a solidly established Industry accustomed to meeting 
difficulties every year, but no more perturbed about their ability 
to overcome them than their forefa.thers were when they 
fought against much greatel' ones. The Industry is in the hands 
of competent men, and I haVe no reason whatever to doubt that 
the confidence that I express is fully justified". 

Reply to V.F.G.P.A. Criticism 
It is, perhaps, appropriate to conclude by, referring t-o a 

statement ath·ibuted to the Vine Fruit Growers Progress Asso
ciation that there ~·s no surplus producti-on. Growers have been 
continually told that Turkey has to sell her fruit in advance 
of production to hold customers. 

An answer refuting this has been given by the London 
Manager of the Export Contral Board. He writes:-

"This indicates failure to reco"gnise the method generally 
adopted for selling dried fruits. Turkey ·in offering forward 
follows precisely the same pattern ,as we do in all markets 
other than U.K. and as other producing countries do in all 
their markets. Our consignment system in U.K. is the only 
variation of the general pattern. 

"What Turkey does in addition is to offer futures and these 
are rintended to force sales before the crop is harvested. This 
year there was dealing in futures at an unusually early stage. 
The policy was no doubt promoted by reports of our heavier 
crop and Turkey's desire to restrict our early selling. Turkish 
exporters at the same time forced a l-ow price policy on their 
Govemment and this had to be counteracted if we were to 
hold -our market and have a chance of bringing about more 
sensible pricing in the future. Turkish price cutting was a clear 
reflection of high production. Our difficulty has been to con
vince her that price cutting is not the answer. In recent weeks 
there has been a greater spirit -of co-operation which we hope 
can be extended in a practical way", 
and added the following review of the position in the United 
Kingdom as at December 10:-

"Two things need to be said in concluding: 
(a) The market is still heavily over-supplied, and 
(b) Arrivals of Greek and Turkish fruit continue to be 

offered at prices substantially below those ruling for 
Australian Sultanas. . 

"Although Californian production is down considerably on 
last year this fall in production is counterbalanced by higher 
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Greek, Turkish and ,Australian· productions. The Greek crop is 
approximately 35,000 tons above that of last year and an all 
time record. 

"In the matter of U.K. prices our present minimums are: 
4-crown 104/- per cwt., .5-crown 108/-, e-crown 112/-. 
Smymas from earlier purchases are still being delivered at 
96/- for 9,·s and 98/.:. for lO,s. Although forward offers for 
January/April shipment show quite ·an advance. 

"Mechanically cleaned ·creek 4's are still coming forward 
and are freely on offer at 93/-/94/- cwt. This quality roughly 
approximates Smyrna 9' s and our 4-crown type. 

"Turkish quotations are now mainly confined to TARIS 
which has a l;uge stock, hut all Greek exporters are quoting. 
Offers of large tonnages are being submitted daily from both 
s-ources without any marked response, but this could be ~m
proved with a strengthening of Greek prices. 

"Restricted offers are being received from Oalifomia, Cyprus 
and Persia, but these countries, even California, rank far below 
Australia and Turkey as suppliers to the U.K. market." 

Summarised 

Perhaps it can be left to "Dried Fruits Topics" (December, 
1962) to round off this matter. It writes:-

In U.K., our principal export market, sales of AUstralian 
Sultanas in May and June (1962) averaged_over £114 a ton. In 
July, Turkish exporters quoted forward at £102 to £104, £10 a 
ton below us and our sales fell off. 

Greec·e maintained the same level of price as Australia. We 
were forced, by the Turkish quotations, to reduce our prices 
to an average -of £104 'a ton and ~teady sales resulted. In 
December we· increased our price by £2 a ton as a lead to 
Turkey and Greece to increase their prices. 

In September, Greek exporters, losing sales in competition 
with Turkey, reduced pnces to an average of £95 per ton 
and this price did attract buyers, principally in the North of 
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England; good busines.~ also 'ftccrued in other markets-par
ticularly Japan. 

The position of our fruit in ~he U.K. is: 
Possible export tonnage as above . . . . 
Sold to 15th December .. 

Balance to be sold 

41,503 tons 
23,129 tons 

18,374 tons 

It is possible that the tonnage for U.K. may be reduced if 
further orders are received from Japan apd the. Continent. 

The effects of the unfortunate price war in U.K. and-lower 
returns from other export markets will be reflected in lower 
linal returns to growers. 

Cost of Price War to Turkey 
Early in October the Sultana control board in Greece, con

cerned with short sales, because of Turkish competition at 
lower prices, decided to reduce prices for Greek Sultanas to a 
level slightly under that ruling for Turkish fruit. The result 
was satisfactory in so far as volume of sales was concerned 
.but the committee has to face -the fact that the difference 
between sa-les value and the price guaranteed to growers wiU 
cost the Government somewhere in the region of 3 million 
sterling. 

Late in October some Turlcish ·exporte1'S expressed concem 
at the . switch of buying from their /JUit to Greek fruit, and 
for the first time, the thought was expressed by a Turk that 
some J01m of marketing aftreement might be desirable. 

INACCURATE CRITICISMS HARM OUR INDUSTRY 
The Export Control Board has forwarded to The A.D.F'.A. some comments by its London Manager, dated December 10, 

regarding statements appearing in News Sheets issued by the Vine Fruit Growers' Progress Association. 
The Control Board considers it is important (and we agree) that the facts are known to as many growers as possible 

and our co-operation has been sought by arranging ·publication. By this means growers WiJI learn that there are two sides to 
every problem. 

The London Manager's Statement 
Some extraordinarily wHd statements appear in News Sheets 

issued by the V.G.P.A. during recent months, and in news
paper comment from officials of the Associ'fttdon. 

There is always room for debate on the many aspects of 
marketing policy where judgment so often comes into play. 
As a consequence criti~ism is to be expected and, if informed, 
it should be welcomed. 

Unfortunately the distortions indulged in bY the V.G.P.A. 
lead to the conclusion that it would -be impossible for any 
body of growers, however small, to be so badly informed. 
Clearly the distortions are an attempt to foster division among 
growers, and the hope, undoubtedly, is that disappointments 
over this year's prices provides a suitable breeding ground 
for divisions. · 

It is not our desire to engage in controversy, but it is felt 
that some of the wildly inaccurate statements made by the 
Association should not go uncha-llenged. We have, therefore., 
sdected a number of charges and list these below with 
answers:- & 

Charge. London dealers have control over the Australian Dried 
Fruits Industry. They had bought 13,000 tons at cut 
prices and proceeded to control the market. London 
dealers in addition had bought 8000 tons of Turkish fruit. 

Answer: The statement that U.K. dealers bought 13,000 tons 
of our Sultanas at this date is quite erroneous. Although 
13,000 tons had been sold, 60% represented direct sales 
to retailers, packers and manufacturers. Of the six leading 
buyers, the fi-rst is a packer, whose vans deliver Australian 
packeted Sultanas direct to retail ,9hopS. The second is a 
dealer/wholesaler with a subsidiary company packing not 
only our fruit but a number of other products. The selling 
methods of the subsidiary company are much the same as 
those of the first buyer. The parent company ·sells bulk 
fruit to other retailers and to a long list of small bakers. 
Third place was occupied by a dearer/wholesaler special
ising in sales to manufacturers. All three have big teams 
of outside representatives. Fourth, tflfth and sixth places 
were held by chain store retail organisations, each with 
some hundreds of branches. · 

The statement that dealers bought 8000 tons of Turkish 
fruit is equally wrong. While we cannot claim to be in 
possession of details of all Sales we have sufficient informa
tion to know that 50 per cent. of the forward purchases 
of Smyrnas went direct to manufacturers. The other 50 
per cent. went to a fi1m operating on behalf of the biggest 
retailer of fruit cake, and to Dealer/Wholesalers. 

Charge. The Bmu·d was in .a _jam becau-Se Canada wants more 
fruit to replace the 8000 to 10,000 tons she usually gets 
from U.S.A. Also the 20,000 tons required by Japan wiJI 
be available and Australia will not be able to supply it 
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because she has sent an -additional 17,000 tons to -the 
U.K. market where it will be ~t the mercy of dealers. 

Answer: This charge reflects a misunderstanding of the supply 
. position. There is no evidence that California will not be 

able to supply Canadian users of Naturals. Recent happen
ings suggest the contrary to be the case and ·Canadian sales 
of our fruit have only been increased in recent weeks by 
700 tons despite all the efforts of our Agents there. It 
is clear that if there is any short fall in Californian sup
plies the effect of this will not be apparent until just 
before new crop. 

The demand from J J.pan it is estimated will reach 
15,000 tons. This has so far been inet by sales of Greek 
Sultanas totalling 6000 tons, Californian 3000 tons and 
Australian 3400 tons. Mr. Gorman. recently went to the 
heart of the reason why our percentage of sales to Japan 
ir. not higher. It is to be hoped that his criticism will be 
recognised as timely and strictly relevant. 

At the time the above charge was made there was a 
reserve of 10,000 tons of Sultanas in Australia to meet 
any increased demands from markets 'other than U.K. and 
a large part of the reserve still remains. In view of the 
size of this reserve it is hard to understand the objection 
to the shipment of further quantities to U.K.- Keeping 
additional quantities ·at home would merely have increased 
the unsold holding and it might be expected that this 
would be the last action to be taken, 

Sales in_ U.K. now total over 24,'000 tons. As the 
higher 'proportion of this tonnage has gone to direct users 
the charge that shipments were at the mercy of Dealer/ 
Wholesalers faUs to the ground. Sales by other countries 
now are: Turkey 13,000 tons, Greece and U.S.A. 1500 
tons each, plus small qqantities from Persia, South i,Urica 
and Cyprus. · 

Charge. In vieW of the world shortage a rise is justrfied. If the 
. Board· attempts to raise it at all it will be with the per

mission of the Dealers who would get a substantial rake 
off and could undercut us (the Australian) industry with 
the 13,000 tons they had bought at a cut rate. 

Answer: No buyer has been consulted about prices whether 
he be a Dealer/Wholesaler, Packer or Retailer. All con
sultations have been between the Board and the London 
Agency. 

The charge that Dealer/Wholesalers will get a sub
stantial rake off from the 13,000 tons or that they can 
undercut the mdustry is likewise without substance. 

On -the date the charge came to our notice we took a 
check of stock remaining undelivered from warehouses. 
This totalled about '2000 tons. Retailer and Dealer/Whole
saler Groups owned 800 tons each, the remaining 400 
tons belonged to a Manufacturer. 
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In out view the 800 tons owned by Dealer/Wholesalers. 
~prcad a::; it was over five ports, was . too low for the 
efficient servicing of users. Stock for distribution should 
not fall below a safety margin of 2000/3000 tons. The low 
tonnage, however, reflected the hand to mouth trading 
which has characterised operations. 

It is obvious that there could be no great profit taking 
from such a low stock. Neither could its clearance have 
an effect on the general price level even if its many 
owners were foolish enough to all want to sell below 
ruling prices. 

Charge. Documents prove that in 1956 to 1960 '1-crown fruit 
was bringing as much as Smyrna 9's and our 4-crown 

. fruit was bringing as ·much as £12 to £20 a ton more. 

Amwer: The documents referred to must be regarded as 
utterly unreliable. Shipm~:;nts of 1-crown fruit were con
fined to the 1955/1956 seasoll. Because the ctop was 
rain damaged and Mediterranean supplies Were short, 
prices wer.' against us. In 1955 Plains opened at 92/
nsmg to 106/-, while 1-m·own went from 95/- to 110/-; 
Smyrna 9's on the other hand went from 107/- to 122/
and lO's from 113/6 to 129/-. Turkey could ship only 
7000 tons but the allocation for Britain from our rain 
damaged crop was a high one at 35,000 tons. 

In circumstances when normal supplies are available, 
average realisations far 4-, 5- and 6-crowri fruit are from 
£5 to £7 a ton above the joint average for Smyrna 9's and 
lO's and the relative values have not been greatly different 
this year. The differential roSe to £20 for balances from 
the 1959 crop sold in the early months of 1960. These 
balances were of 5- and 6-crown and not 4-crown fruit. 
The comparison given relates to Smyrna fruit sold in 
September/October and. delivered in January and our 
sales from consignment stock in January/ April when the 
market was short supplied and consequently firmer. 

The wider differential quoted was not an indicator of 
value but oi our being in a position to take advantage of 
a favourable marketing situation. 

Charge. The Board is attempting to convince the public that 
Smyrna 9' s are equivalent to 4-crown, which insults 
Growers' intelligence. 

Answer: Market attitudes to the types produced by the differ
ent co~mtries are often of long standing and not easily 
altered. We would be happy indeed if we could get our 
a,<;sessment of quality accepted in all markets. Unfortun
ately Buyers haVe their views and they differ widely. 

In th"- U.K. market the Retailer is prepared to pay a 
premium for 4-crown over Smyrna 9's and for 5-ctown 
ewer Smyrna 10's, but the bigger Manufacturers reverse 
this preference. Their dominant consideration frequently 
i.:; smaller fruit which it is argued gives a better spread. 
We dispute this but that does not always by itself influence 
Manufacturers and we have had to do considerable addi

, ticmal work among this section to influe'nce thinking. 

In the J apauese and Scandinavian markets it is fashion
able to argue in favour of d~rker fruit and as previously 
p'ointed out Mr. Gorman's' recent criticism has particular 
sign4lficance, if we are to correct this trend. 

The German grocery trade is a traditional user of 
Greek Sultanas. They are readily recognised by consumers 
and this creates a preference over other types in this trade. 

It is thus indisputable that different markets and 
different users have particular and often strong prefer
ences. If they were prepared to ac·cept our assessment we 
would irideed be on_ easy street and there would be little 
need for us to do much more than put price tickets on all 
fruit allocated for export. Our policy on plantings sug
gests there is really a greater realism on marketing prob
lems than would be sitggestcd by the charge. 

Charge.- The Board has kept Growers in the dark regarding 
the low Californian crop. 

Answer: This i~ just as baseless as those which have preceded 
it, Members of the U.S. Delegation in Rome ·were asked 
to L'On:firm the· reported lower estimates for the incoming 
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crop. They did so except that they th_en thought the flnal 
outtum would be between 160,000 and 170,000 tOns. At 
this time International Traders were talking in terms of 
a crop at least 30,000 tons higher. Our subsequent efforts 
were directed towards getting the lower estimate iaccepted 
in all markets, and it is somewhat surprising that even a 
small section of Australian Growers would not be aware 
of these happenings. 

Charge. The Agent finishes his service at the. London Wharf 
where the Dealer t:'lkes over hav'ing bought the fruit. 
Agents cannot sell a bei'1y 9f fruit outside registered 
Dealers. The law of supply and demand cannot operate 
and the English housewife who wants to buy Australian 
cannot get it . 

Answer: It has already been pointed out that 60 per cent. of 
this year's !oiales ,have been made to direct users. It is 
probably not realised, however, that all· sales in Northern 
Ireland and Scotland are direct sales. Unfortunately, our 
percentage of the markets in these two territories is half 
that of England where direct selling by Agents is linked 
with a system of Dealer /Wholesaler distribution. There 
are additional .reasons for the lower percentage in the two 
small territories which ough,t in fairness to be mentioned. 
English Packers deliver to Scotland and English Manu
facturers with suh.:;idiaries often purchase their ingredients 
through their head offices. Nevertheless the case for all 
direct s_elling-based on our known experience-is not a 
strong one. 

Packers and Dealer/Wholesalers employ hundreds of 
outside representatives, all of whom carry dried fruit<; 
among their i'ange of products. This assist<> in meeting the 
requirements of all retail outlets and the regular servicing 
of medium and small Manufacturers. Recent surveys poirit 
to our having a 95 per cent. share of Sultana sales through 
English groce1y outlets .. 

FRUIT GROWERS! ! 

Keep Your Fresh Fruit 
• •. FRESH 

Keep your fresh fruit the refrigerated way. We 
can engineer and supply you with coolrooms and 
refrigeration equipment to cool and store yqur fruit 
to ensure Premium Market Prices. 

See us for . all your refrigeration requirements 

* Grape Pre~coo1ing or Storage Rooms. 

* Peach and· Apricot Ripening and Storage Rooms. 

* Also Vegetable High Humidtly Storage Rooms. 

Cooltooms al~o supplied as .. do it yourself• kits. 

SAVE MONEY- SEE,US NOW. 

JACK ABEll 
PHONE, 30251, MILDURA 

134a Eighth Street, MUdura. 
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Under the pre-Christmas promotion plan in which we 
are associated with the Directorate of Trade Publicity, 
37,000 stores are co-operating in the stocking and display
ing of Australian Sultanas. The buyers for these stores 
would- be astonished at the charge that neither they nor 
their customers can buy Australian f111it. 

Charge, Mr. Gorman's criticism is only a cover for-mismanage
ment to sell fruit ove11seas. To criticise our fruit is to go 
against the principal of salesmanship which is to convince 
everybody that the product is the best on the market. 

Answer: I should have thought the industry would have wel
comed a plain statement o~ an aspect of the industry 
which is known to cause weakness in demand and which 
consequently is having an effect on Growers' returns. 

Since there are happenings which are restricting the 
ability of the industry to sell the logical course is to 
recognise problems and to determine to overcome them. 
Any other attitude is painfully shortsighted for economic 
reasons alone. 

There appears to he considerable confusion of thought 
_in the above charge. The advice that ought very properly 
be given to Growers bears no relation to methods of sales
manship in overseas markets. They are quite distinct 
requirements. 

What is the Value of V.F.G.P.A.? 
No responsible organisation should deny the right of full 

criticism of its activities. On the contrary it should assume the 
since:rity of the critic and closely examine the merits of the 
criticisms. The existence of a radical" body which closely 
examines facts and administration may thus render a greit 
servic~. It is fair to assume that justified criticism will produce 

results but the V.F.G.P.A. has been in existence for some 
ye.ars ~vithout any of its activities making any contribution to 
the best interests of the Dried Fruit industry. Notwithstand~ 
ing it has by a technique of yiolent criticism and provocative 
con'troversy, channelled usually ~through the press, endeavoured 
to create the impression that it is the only real champion of 
the grower. 

For its slogan no word is more befitting than the word 
"Anti". It has consistently been, and is, "Anti~A.D.F.A.", 
"Anti-Control Board", "Anti-Packers", "Anti~C.D.F.S.", "Anti
Distributors" and "Anti-all Agents". It is not tmfair to say 
that its demerit is not that it is occasionally wrong, but that 
it is never right. It will neither accept, nor itself research for 
facts, without un acceptance of which all controversy with it 
becomes meaningless. 

Working as it does from wrong premises, its conclusions 
must obviously be erroneous. For facts it substitutes bias and 
the publicised result does great harm. , 

Its members are also members of The A.D.F.A. BranChes, 
where their complairits coUld be ventilated and examined, and 
their errors of fact corrected. Reports and enquiries from 
A.D.F.A. Branches are closely examined and factual answers 
given. 

A V.F.G.P.A. member has only to convince his local A.D.F A. 
Brancl1 that his comments merit attention for a resolution i:o 
be carried, forwarded and faithfully replied to. Instead the 
V.F.G.P.A. insists on a public washing and frequently obtains 
publication for statements which are so remote from the true 
facts as to leave one breathless. On past pe1formances there 
is no good reason for. the continued existence of a body which 
has- produced nothing good, perverted facts which should be 
accepted, and provoked much dissension and uncertainty 
amongst those growers who become confused by the arrogant 
presentation of errors as facts. 

THE POTENTIAL FOR AUSTRALIAN 
DRIED FRUITS IN ASIAN MARKETS 

Being an address to Federal Council 1962 by Mr. C. J, Ward, General Mana~er, Co~operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. 

This brief report on Export Markets is confined to those 
areas that I have visited recently and covers Japan, Hong Kong, 
Burma, Thailand, Malaya and Singapore; the most important 
as an outlet for Dried Fruits being Japan. 

Due to differing conditions, it is not possible to have an 
identical policy of selling applicable to all these markets, there
fore flexibility is necessary to meet local conditions if we are 
to make progress in selling and maintaining sales continuously 
once we have become established as a source of supply. 

The following iS a summary of conditions as I found them 
in each Market and what I believe is necessary to establish 
ourselves as major suppliers. 

Japanese Market. 
Agents. Four Agents appointed by the Commonwealth Dried 

Fruits Control Board handle the selling comprising three 
Australian Companies and one Japanese Company. As the 
importing of Dried Fruits into Japan is confined to a relatively 
small number, these four Agents are quite sufficient tf? give the 
necessary coverage. 

Import Licences: There is virtually no restriction on the 
import of Dried Fruits into Japan as licences are issued under 
what is termed .. Automatic Approval"' which permits importers 
to apply direct to any of the banks for foreign exchange. 

When lodging the application, it is necessary to deposit in 
cash 35 per cent. of the value of the goods being imported; 
immediately the goods have been cleared through Customs, 
the deposit is returned. 

The reason for buyers preferring to pay on DIP terms is 
because application for foreign exchange can be delayed until 
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j~st before the shipping documents are received at the 
Japanese ban1c; this shortens tb'e time the 35 per cent. deposit 
is held as against our previous Letter of Credit terms which 
necessitated lodging the deposit at time of the credit being 
established prior to the vessel sailing from Australian Port. 

The fact that our fruit can now be purchased on DIP terms 
instead of Letter of Credit basis is much appreciated by im
porters; incidentally, Californian Raisins and Greek Sultanas 
can also be purchased on this basis. 

Dish·ihution: Of the total tonnage imported annually, 70 
per cent. is handled by only four importers, with approximately 
30 to 35 handling the balance. 

Distribution in the various areas is considered to be as 
foUows:-

Toho 
Osaka } 
Kobe 
Kyoto 
Rest of Japan 

40% 

20% 

40% 

100% 

The large bakers, of whom there are about six or seven, 
buy direct from the importer who is expected to keep them 
covered at all times for whatever they require. The small 
bakers buy from wholesalers who_ firstly purchase from the 
importer. 

The fruit finds its way to retail shops through wholesalers, 
and it is interesting to note that it is not unusual for orders 
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to pass through two and sometimes three wholesalers before it 
finally reaches the retailer. 

Consumption: The annual consumption is now about 151000 
tons and expected to rise to 20,000 tons within the next few 
years. There seems to be no reliable figures available as to the 
allocation of sales between Bakery and Retail Trade, but it 
is generally accepted that 60 per cent. to 70 per cent. is 
sold to bakers and pastrycooks, and 30 per cent. to 40 per 
cent. to retail shops. 

Of the sales to bakers, by far the largest percentage is 
used for production of Raisin Bread, with a relatively small 
tonnage being absorbed in the manufacture of cakes, biscuits, 
buns, etc. 

It is of interest to note that sales to retail shops are mainly 
for eating as confeCtionery; there is very little home baking 
done by housewives in Japan as not many houses have ovens 
suitable for cake ba~ing. 

The period when consumption is greatest is in the winter 
months, consequently buying is concentrated mainly within 
the period October through to the following April. 

Duty: The present rate of duty on Dried Vine Fruits is 5 
per cent. and on Dried Apricots and Prunes 20 per cent, ad 
valor~m. The rates apply to imports from all countries. 

Prices: This is a very price conscious market for all growths 
with the exception that Californian_ Thomsons Seedless 
Raisins have such a wide acceptance that it can always obtain 
a premium above Sultanas. 

An instance of this is the fact that I have seen Californian 
Thomsons Seedless Raisins quoted as much as 10 yen above 
our Sultanas and sales still taking place, whereas there was 
very little movement in our fruit. 

One of the biggest problems we have to face, therefore, 
is the preference consumers have for dark Raisins in addition 
to seeing that we are competitive pricewise. 

Packaging: Very little is imported in consumer size packets; 
a check with various retail- stores showed that most brands on 
display were in polycel bags printed and packed in Japan. 
Only two well known brands were noticed, one of which, 
"Sunmaid," is packaged in Japan by the largest importer who 
carries this agency. · 

Although accurate figures are not available, it was sug
gested that .no more than 3 per cent. of the total imports are 
in packets and that it was not likely this figure would increase. 

With regard to I! oz. packets, I was given figures by an 
importer who is packaging and selling this size. The fruit 
costs 7 yen per ·packet, to which is added 6 yen for packaging 
costs and profit,. giving a price to the wholesaler of 13 yen per 
packet.- Before the packets reach the retailer, they normally 
pass through two or more wholesalers' hands which, with 
successive margins, give a cost price to the retailer of 18 yen, 
and a price to the consumer of 20 yen or approximately 6d. 
Australian currency. 

Advertising: With consumer preference for Dark Raisins 
and the prevailing opinion in trade circles, including bakeries, 
that Australian Sultanas contain grit, ·it has become obvious 
to me that advertising at an increased tempo is essential if 
we are to make any reasonable impact on the Japanese 
Market. 

Discussions with various interested parties (including ot).r 
agents) suggested that a minimum of £5,000 would be neces
sary for the first year, and that as bakers are the largest users, 
advertising should be initially directed toward their trade 
journals, with posters and display cards distributed to shops 
selling Raisin Bread. As further funds become available, 
advertising could be more national in character. 

Japan Dried Fruit Import Association: I was given the 
opportunity to address a meeting of this Association when 28 
out of a full membership of 34 attended. The members 
handle about 90 per cent. of the total_ imports, with only one 
buyer outside the Association · handling any appreciable 
quantity, the other non-members are not a factor. 

The meeting lasted for 2! hours, and whilst a lot of 
useful information was forthcoming, all thrOugh the discussions 
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members kept expressing the opmwn that our fruit contained 
grit which could not be removed by washing; also that con
sumers preferred Californian fruit and that there was little we 
could do about it. 

Because of this attitude, I believe we should get as close 
as possible to the bakers and, wholesalers in trying to create 
a demand for our product, which wi~l then force the importers 
to purchase from us which will involve advertising and 
promotional work. 

Potential: An increase in our sales to Japan has taken place 
this year, but it is not necessarily permanent. The abnormally 
high price and short supply of Californian fruit has forced the 
market to purchase from Australia and Greece. I believe the 
following should be done if we are to keep the interest of 
Japanese buyers when California again comes strongly on the 
market-

(a) 
(b) 

Advertise on a larger scale than at present. 
Only supply washed fruit in an endeavour to over~ 
come the widespread view that our Sultanas are not 
clean. 

(c) Offer continuously throughout the year, and extend 
shipment until the end of January to give continuity 
of supply during the heavy importing months. 

(d) Be competitive as to price. 
(e) Continue our present system of quoting a fixed price 

and not follow the Californian policy of taking 
frequent rises. 

As this market has. grown rapidly and will continue to 
increase, it could become a useful outlet for us if we are 
prepared to take positive action on the lines suggested. It is 
not improbable that We could eventually sell from 4000 to 
5000 tons annually one~ we can become established as suppliers 
of a certain type of fruit. 

Hong Kong Market. 

This is not a large market, but is a useful outlet for a 
limited tonnage. 

Consumption: The usage of Vine ,-Fruits is mostly in Raisin 
Bread and lines such as cakes; buns, etc.; consequently, sales 
are mainly to Bakers and Pastrycooks, 

There is very little imported for home cooking, in fact, it 
is doubtful whether niore than 5 per cent. to 10 per cent. 
of the total imports are sold through retail grocery shops. 

Although imports approximated 730 tons last year, there 
were re-exports totalling 253 tons, leaving a net consumption 
of 477 tons; I understand a considerable percentage of the 
re-exported fruit was of Chinese origin. 

Duty: Importation of Dried Vine and Tree Fruits into Hong 
Kong from all countries is duty free. 

Prices: Prices at which Raisins and Sultanas were sold to 
bakers and provision stores for most of this year are as 
follows:-

Chinese: 63 cents per lb. Hong Kong currency. 
Californian: 79! cents. per lb. Hong Kong currency. 
Australian: 99 cents per lb. Hong Kong currency. 

The situation has altered since new crop Californian pJ;ices 
were announced; their present quotation is above our existing 
price of 99 cents. per lb. 

Payment terms for Californian and Chinese fruit are on 90 
days basis; ours are cash before Shipment, or Demand Draft 
under Irrevocable and Confirmed Letter of Credit. 

There is no doubt the high price and payment terms undet 
which we sold until recently lost us sales. 

Packaging: There is very little demand for imported con
sumer size packets, the main outlet being to the European 
community only; an indication of how small this trade is can 
be seen when it is pointed out the largest grocery store in Hong 
Kong only has a turnover monthly of approximately 100 packets 
each Currants, Sultanas and Mixed Fruits, 200 packets Prunes 
and 400 x 1! oz. packets Sultanas; incidentally, all were foil .. 
wrapped cartons and American . brands. 
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BERRI CO-OPERATIVE 
PACI{I G UNION LTD. 

BERRI, South Australia 

THE ACTIVE CO~OPERATIVE 

REGISTERED TAX AGENTS 

INSURANCE AND ASSURANCE AGENTS . 

. LICENSED LAND AGENTS 

And Processors of the World Acclaimed 

"BERRI BRAND" FRUIT JUICES. 

Our BIG FIVE-· TOMATO, ORANGE, GRAPEFRUIT JUICE 
.and APRICOT and PEACH NECTAR. 

Also TOMATO PUREE, PEELED TOMATOES AND PIE PACKS 

2 out of 3 People Prefer "BERRI . BRAND" · 

AYailable at all Leadiqg Hotels, Cafes and Stores 

in 16 oz., 30 oz., 108 oz. Cans, and from the 

Manufacturers-

BERRI FRUIT JUICES CO-OPERATIVE LTD. 
Berri, South Australia-Phone 404 

. 
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There is a small sale through Chinese shops as confectionery 
in locally packed 1 oz. cartons at a very low price, the fruit 
being of Chinese origin. 

Advertising: Having regard to the size of the market and the 
type of trade for Dried Fruit, it is very doubtful that advertis~ 
ing of a limited nature would have any impact. · 

Potential: Although at one time Australian fruit dominated 
this market we lost our position to California for the bette1 
class trade, and to China for the cheaper demand, due to our 
prices in recent years being consistently higher than our 
competitors. 

There were just under 500 tons of Californian Raisins sold 
last year and I believe we can get quite a good share of this 
trade if we really make the effort. With Californian price now 
higher than ours, I am hopeful we can improve our position 
quite considerably in the rlext 12 months. 

I do not suggest we compete with Chinese fruit, as it. is of 
low quality and sells cheaply to the poorer class trade. 

Burmese Market. 

Here we have a market that is not a large consumer of 
Dried Fruits and the limited quantity imported annually is 
subject to strong Government control, whereby imports are 
channelled through Government or semi-Government Agencies 
such as:-

Joint Venture Corporations-which are formed by a com
bination of Government and private interests on the basis of a 
51 per cent. interest ·held by the Government and 49 per 
cent. issued as shares to the public, Directors being nominef'...s 
of both Government and public shareholqers with obviously 
Government control. 

There are nine corporations and each receives a licence to 
import from the Government up to a fixed amount which they 
are not permitted "to exceed under any circumstapces, such 
licences being issued periodically in relation to overseas 
funds available at the time of issue. 

These corporations call for tenders from regist~red com~ 
mission agents who must be Bunnese firms for whatever 
commodities they are desirous of importing. Generally, the 
lowest tender is successful as price is most important provide.d 
quality is reasonable. 

Their price is fixed by the Government, Who only allows 
them a 10 per cent. mark up on landed cost for sales to 
retailers. In turn, retailers are allowed a 10 per cent. margin 
on their costs in fixing prices to consumers. 

The Union of Burma Co~operative W'Sale Society Ltd.
is a Government-controlled and owned organisation. Licences 
are issued without restriction as to nature of goods imported, 
but value is limited; preferment is given over Joint Venture 
Corporations when overseas funds are tight. 

Tenders are called from commission Agents and sales made 
to small co-operatives throughout Burma at a 7! per cent. 
mark up. Such branches are also allowed to sell to customers 
at a similar profit on their delivered costs. 

All profit from co~operatives flow back to the Government. 

Civil Supplies Management Board is a Government Board 
which imports for sale through their own shops to Government 
employees and families. No licences are · needed, but an 
allocation of foreign exchange is made from the budget annu
ally to permit imports of any goods required. 

The Board also has exclusive right to import food items 
which the general public can only buy against ration cards 
on which they are allowed a 5 per cent. profit on landed cost. 

Commission agents submit tenders as usual. 

Defence Service Institute-is also a Government Depart~ 
ment controlled by Army Officers and imports for Defence 
personnel and families. It is somewhat similar to the NAAFI 
in the United Kingdom. It applies for licences at any time 
and is treated somewhat liberally in ·the granting of same, 
which is understandable when regard is had to the fact that 
the present Burmese Government is Army controlled. 
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The usual procedure is follOwed of calling fo~· tenders from 
registered commission agents, and price is the main factor 
governing acceptance. 

Burmese Economic Development Council is composed of 
Companies formed by Army Officers to enter into trade and 
commerce with control vested mainly in Army appointees. 

The procedure is followed o~ licences being granted by the 
Government and tenders called Jrom registered commission 
agents, but they also have the right of importing direct if so 
desired. 

This organisation is developing rapidly, and if there is no 
change in the present Anny controlled Gqvernment, it is 
considered it will reqeive preferment in the issuing of import 
licences progressively greater than at present. 

Government Indush·ies Department imports for factories, 
etc., and applies to ,the Directorate of Industries fo~ ~cences 
who, if satisfied as to need, recommends to the Mm1ster of 
Trade that same be granted. 

The Government Views these applications favourably as it is 
anxiOus to promote local industries (such as biscuit and cake 
factories in respect to Dried Vine Fruits) and overseas exchange 
is made available from funds set aside for this purpose out 
of the annual budget. 

Ministry of Defence--calls for tenders from commission 
agents through the Directorate of Import Procurement (War 
Office) and covers the needs of the Defence Forces. 

Annual allocation is made from the budget and includes all 
supplies including foodstuffs under one appropriation. 

Policy on Imports: The existing policy is to issue import 
licences every six months with the last term expiring on the 
31st October.' 

A list of licence holders is published and such licensees 
advertise in the daily press calling for tenders frcim time to 
time for the various goods required. 

New licences were expected to be issued on 1st Octobe~, 
1962, to run until 30th March, 1963, but the basis of allocation 
is not known. 

The present intention of the Government is to take com
plete control of imports from the 1st October, 1964, but per
mit all the various organisations referred to earlier to import 
direct for commerce, industry, civil and defence requirements. 
From this date, no private £nns or cOmmission Agents will be 
operating in the import trade. 

Duty: To illustrate the attitude of the Government in resp'ect 
to Dried Fruits, it is to be noted that to the C.I.F. price is 
added Import Duty, Sales Tax, Import Licence Fee, etc., to 
the extent of 175 per cent. approximately, thus our price to 
the end user becomes so high that it is out of reach of all 
but a very few who can afford to buy. 

Potential: There appears to be a limited demand for tinned 
or packaged fruit, but basically bulk is preferred so that t~e 
greatest quantity possible can be purchased against available 
licences. 

Thailand Market. 

I cannot see this area developing as a major outlet for our 
fruit in the near future, although there are no Government 
restrictions against our lines. 

Licencing: Funds are freely available with no resb'iction on 
allocations for importing of Dried Fruits. 

Duty: Obviously fPe Government considered Dried Fruits 
an unnecessary luxury when regard is had to the duty imposed 
as follows :-

Dried Vine Fruits-25 bahts per kgm = 4/lOd. A.C. per lb. 
approximately. 

Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes-20 bahts per kgm = 4/~ A.C. 
per lb. approximately. 

This high rate has naturally induced a grOwing demand for 
black market trading in Dried Fruits, together with other high 
duty goods. 

Distribution: Wholesalers import their, supplies direct and do 
not work through Agents; alternatively, they buy on the black 
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market from suppliers who smuggle fru~t into Thailand from 
Malaya to evade paying duty at prices which are below the 
cost of legally imported fruit. 

There is virtually no bakery trade at present, and it is 
extremely doubtful it will develop in the futu.Fe. 

Conswnption: In view of the high cost of o Dried Fruits 
because of the heavy duty imposed, it is only the wealthy 
class who can purchase, and who only buy if they have a 
liking for Western type foods. 

There is a limited sale for Raisin Bread, and fruit for home 
baking, to the European community, but as most are from 
U.S.A., the preference is for Californian fruit. 

You will realise just how small consumption is when only 
about 10 tons Dried Vine Fruits, -2 tons Dried Apricots and 8 
tons Prunes were imported for the year 1961. 

Prices: It is difficult to develop a market where prices arc 
variable, and I am afraid no price range was reliably available; 
however, I believe the wholesale price for direct imports of 
Raisins fluctuated around 7/- per lb., and on the black 
market 5/- per lb. 

No figures were quoted for Prunes or Dried Apricots, but it 
was indicated that it was the practice to charge as much as 
the buyer could be induced to pay, which had no ·relation 
to cost pric'e. 

Potential: I see no prospect of Thailand becoming a 
permanent outlet for us under present conditions; there appears 
to be no stability in the Dried Fruit trade here and importers 
do not consider this type of foodstuff has sufficient usage 
among customers to warrant carrying stocks which are liable 
to rapid deterioration due to climatic conditions if not sold 
fairly promptly. 

Malaya and Singapore Markets. 

These markets can be· grouped, as quite often buying policy 
and control for both ar~as is centred in Singapore, a situation 
that will no doubt become more pronounced with the recent 
union between them. 

Import Licences: Dried Fruits can be imported freely into 
Malaya and Singapore as licences are not necessary. 

Distribution: There is still a lot of business done through 
Agents, but some of the larger wholesalers _import direct if the 
Agents' quotations are too high. There appears to be no fixed 
procedure in this regard as the importer will definitely buy 
according to price and' is quite content to purchase through 
Agents if it is cheaper. 

Much of the small shop and bakery trade is handled by 
Qhillese importers, but the larger bakers and supermarket 
operators import through Agents as their usage warrants this 
being done. 

Generally, stocks are lmpt to a minimum as climatic condi
tions are such that unless conswnption takes place within 
a reasonable ,time, there is great risk of deterioration, con
sequently shipments tend to be· small but frequent, 

Consumption: The demand from the bakery and pastrycook 
trade is primarily for buns, which is a steady trade throughout 
the year; secondly, for fruit cake which is spasmodic and only 
achieves· volume turnover at festival times such as Chrishnas, 
and Malayan and Chinese New Year celebrations. It is to be 
noted that fruit cake imported from Australia and England 
has a much larger sale· than the local production. 

There is no sale for Raisin Bread,. but a limited demand for 
Currants is maintained for the production of what is termed 
"Currant Loaf"; however, consumption has not risen for some 
years, despite increased population. 

Retail trade is confined mainly to Californian Golden 
Bleached Raisins which are sold to the Chinese community 
mainly as confectionery; there is very little home cooking, but 
where purchases are for this purpose, the preference has been 
for dark Californian Raisins. 

The limited demand for pa'ckaged fruit by the European 
population is for American brands; this applies to Prunes as 
well as Raisins. Most bakery houses under Indian or Euro-
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pean management prefer Australian Currants and Sultanas, 
and in point of fact, some use our fruit exclusively. 

Packaging: Of the total imports of Vine Fruits, it is assessed 
that at the most, only ~0 per cent. is in packets, of which about 
17! per cent. is in 16 oz., 15 oz., and 11 oz. sizes, and about 
2! per cent. in I! oz. packets, mostly in foil-wrapped cartons 
from California. There is a fairly substantial sale' of packets 
containing about I oz. of fruit which is packaged locally and. 
sells very cheaply. 

Labels are very important as some colours, particularly 
blue, black and white, are considered to be unlucky by the 
Chinese, who are the largest consumers; the most favoured 
colours are red and yellow. 

Prunes are all in foil-wrapped cartons, or cartons with plio
film bag inners; however, interest has been shown in polycel 
bags, as considerable wastage has occurred through mould 
and infestation, and it was thought that our new bag would 
suit local conditions better. 

A small quantity of I lb. tins of Currants and Sultanas are 
imported from Australia, but sales are not large due to cost 
of this type of container making the selling price too high; it 
is felt that the foil-wrapped packet is much brighter and 
appeals more to consumers. · 

Potential: Information obtained from several sources indi
cated that there has been no appreciable increase in consump
tion over the last two or three years, and it was considered 
imports would not rise in the near future;_ however, we should 
take steps to see that we take a b.rgf'.r share of the existing 
market. 

We will have to sell on D /P Terms as all importers are 
now obtaining this facility from their suppliers, and are not 
prepared to buy on Letter of Credit basis. · 

Advertising·: There is no advertising of any description for 
Dried Fruits, and it is doubtful that expenditure in this regard 

I 

BIRMERA 
CO-OPERATIVE 

PACIUNG COMPANY 
LIMITED 

Barmera 

Dded and Fresh Fruit 
Packers 

General Merchants 

Land and Estate Agents. 

Life Assurance, Commercial Insurance, 
Hospital and Medical Benefit Agencies. 
Full Stocks of Implements, Insecticides 
and Fertilizers always avai.lable for the J Horticulturist. 
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would have much effect, as a large percentage of the imports 
are not consumed locally but re-exported to Indonesia, Thai
land and adjacent areas. 

VVe are also giving out small packets of fruit at the trade 
display. 
" There is an Australian Food Week in Malta in November 
and display material has gone forward. There is .to be another 
display in April and possibly something will be done then as 
well. We are doing everything possible to bring our product 
before the baKing trade in Eastern markets. 

To obtain a greater share of the trade, I believe we will 
have more success by being competitive in price at all times, 
and matching our competitors Payment Terms. 

Another potent factor is to see that labels are illustrated 
clearly to show the contents so that housewives who are unable 
to read can understand what" is being offered. Advertising 
would be useless if this important point was overl9oked. 

Federal Cow1cil Action 

The Export Control Board and C.D.F.S. have completed 
some displays in these markets recently, including one in 
Hong Kong. It was also felt that we should send some more 
fruit for a display in Tokyo and display material for use in 
conjunction with the Australian Wheat Board display there. 

Impressed with the excellent factual presentation of market
ing in eastern Asia the following resolution" was passed by 
Federal Council and has been forwarded to ·the Export Con
trol Board:-

That in order to increase sales in Asian countries the Ex
port Control Board be asked to request the Common~ 
wealth Government to provide funds to help promote a 
selling campaign. 

Dried Fruits Markets Survey 
The Marketing Div,ision of the Commonwealth Department 

of Primary Industry has issued a remarkably £ne survey' of 
markets importing Dried Vine Fmits. It is a voluminous report 
and merits close study by all interested in the sale of ow 
products. Those countries such as the United Kingdom, 
Canada and New Zealand, with which there ,is day to day 

contact, are not included in the report. 
For the information of growers Mr. P .. Malloch, M.B.E., has 

prepared a condensed summary of the report. The summing 
up is that by keener price competition, special packaging and 
more publicity, we could possibly exploit other than our 
ron tine markets by 3000 tons a year, 

Country Consump- Australia 

Austria . . , , .. 
Belgium .. 

Burma 

Ceylon 

Czecho-Slovakia 
Denmark .. .. 
E. Germany . .. 
Egypt .. .. .. 
Finland .. .. .. 
France .. .. .. 
Hong Kong, ... 

India 

Is-rael 
Japan 

.. 
E. Mrica, Kenya, 

Uganda~ Tanganyiki 
Lebanon ........ 
Malaya 

Mexico .. .. .. .. 
Netherlands 

Norway .. 
Philippines 

Poland .. .. 
Rhodesia ·and Nyasaland 
Russia .. 

Singapore .. .. 
Sweden .. .. 

Switzerland .. 
Syria .. 
Venezuela •. .. 
West Germany .. 
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tion-Tons Share 
4,600 Neg. 
5,000 Neg. 

355 101 

462 307 

4,600 Nil 
3,000 19 

19,000 Nil 
800 Nil 

3,500 Nil 
8,300 Nil 

1,800 24 

8,400 Nil 

200 Nil 
10,000 100 

4,500 1,650 
250 Nil 
500' 33 

600 Nil 

11,000 Nil 

2,900 10 

420 Nil 

960 Nil 

1,600 220 
27,000 Nil 

500 100 
8,200 Nil 

2,500 40 
100 Nil 

2,960 Nil 

39,000 2,000 

Problems 
Mediterranean fruit enh·enched. 
Turkey and U.S.A. preferred. Australian 

price high. 
Australian price too high. Licensing re~ 

strictions 60 per cent. duty and tax. 
Import restrictions. 

Only possibility is in barter deals. 
U.S.A established-Australian price too 

high. 
Only hope lies in barter deals. 
Government controls purchases from 

Greece and Turkey. 
Turkey, Greece and U.S.A. established. 
Turkey, Greece and Imn established. 

U.S.A, established. Price main factor. 

Impmt restrictions. Trade confined to 
Afghanistan and Iran. 

Import restrictions . 
Californian prefen,·ed on account of colour. 
Keen competition on price from South 

Africa, 
Syria. Greece and Turkey control market. 
U.S.A, dominates market with special con~ 

sumer packets. 
U.S.A. dominates market. Local production 

started. Import licensing restrictive. 
Turkey, Iran, Greece main, suppliers. 

Necessity for fmnigation handicap for 
Australian. · 

U.S.A, Turkey. Iran, Greece dominate 
market. Price must be competitive, 

U.S.A has 25 per cent. preferential tariff. 
Import restrictions limit trade. 

Greece is principal supplier. Trade limited 
to barter deals. 

South Mrica main supplier. 
State Monopoly. Trade limited to barter 

deals with adjacent countries. 
U.S.A. packs favoured. 
U.S.A. and Spain main suppliers. Darker 

U.S.A. fruit preferred. 

U.S.A. and Turkey main suppliers. 
Producer and exporter. 
U.S.A, dominates market. Has preference 

of £109 Australian per. ton. 
Greece, Turkey and Iran :rro-ai.n suppliers. 

Poor. 
Poor. 

Prospects 

Trade could be increased if 
prices reduced. 

Trade could be increased if 
import restrictions lifted. 

Poor. 
Cut U.S.A. price and push 

sales. 
Poor . 
Poor . 

Poor . 
Cut prices may get share of 

market. 
Cut prices may get share of 

market. 
Poor. 

Poor. 
Fair, if prices cut. 
For expansion-poor. 

Poor. 
Could be improved 

special packing. 
Poor . 

with 

Reasonably good if fumi
gated in London. 

Good if fumigated 
ex London. 

Poor. 

Poor . 

Increase possible. 
Poor . 

Increase possible. 

and sold 

12~oz. packets prefen·ed. 
Prices must shade Thomp~ 
sons. 

Good-if price competitive. 
Nil. 
Nil. 

Publicity and competitive 
prices could increase trade, 
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Ove1·seas Import Duties 

Mr. Malloch has also tabulated from the same report duties 
chargeable on Dried Fruits by most importing countries and it 
is of interest Lo record those showing a preferential rate of duty 
on Australian fruit. 
Barbados: Australian Currants, Sultanas, Raisins-duty 10 per 

cent. under Blitish Preferential Tariff-General Tariff 20 
per cent. 

Bermuda: Australian Currants, Sultanas, Raisins-duty 10 per 
cent. under B.P.T.-Generai Tariff 11 per cent. 

British Guiana: Austr-alian Currants, Sultanas, Raisins-duty 15 
per cent. under B.P.T.-General Tariff 30 per cent. 

Ceylon: Australian Raisins only-duty 50 per cent-General 
Tariff 60 per Cent. 

Fiji: Australian Currants, Sultanas, Raisins-Free-under 
B.P.T.-General Tariff 10 per cent. 

India: Australian Sultanas and Raisins-duty 35 per cent. 
under B.P.T.-'-General Tariff 45 per cent. -Imports pro
hibited. 

Jamaica: Australiran Currants, Sultanas, Raisiits-duty 15 pe; 
cent. under B.P.T-.-General Tariff 30 per cent. 

Mauritius: Australian Currants, Sultanas, Raisins-duty 5 
cents per Kg. Preferential rate. General Tariff 15 cents 
per Kg. 

Pakistan: Australian Sultanas 20 per cent. under B.P-.T.-Raislns 
-duty 25 per cent. under B.P.T. Gatt Tariff Sultanas 30 
per cent.; Raisins, General Tariff 35 per cent. Imports pro
hibUed. 

Rhodesia and Nyasaland: Australian Sulta~as, Currants, Raisins 
-duty 20 per cent. under most favoured hation terms
general tariff 30 per cent. 

Seychelles: Australian Currants, Sultanas, Raisins-Duty 17 
per cent-Preferential Rate: General Ta11ill 33! per cent. 

Trinidad and Tobago: Austvalian Currants, Sultanas, Raisins 
-Duty 2 cents per lb. under B.P.T. General Tariff 4 cents 
per lb. 

Western 'Samoa: Australian Currants, Sultanas, Raisins-duty 
17! per cent. plus 15 per cent. of duty under B.P. T. General 
Tariff 172- per cent. plus 25 per cent. of duty (equals 25/-
ton). · 

Eire: Australian Currants l/8 cwt.; generol 2/- cwt. Sultanas 
and Raisins 8/9 cwt. General Tariff 10/6 cwt. 

Mauritania: Australian Currants, Sultanas, Raisins 4 per cent. 
under 'preferential tariff-S per cent. Gerleral Tariff. 

U.K.: Australian Free. Other Curvants £2; Sultanas and Raisins 
£8/10/- ton. 

Canada: Australian Free. Other Currants 4 cents lb. Sultanas 
and Haisins 3 cents lb. 

New Zealand: Australian Free. Other Currants Free; Sultanas 
and Raisins £7 ton. · 

Cuba: Australian Tariff 42 per cent.; General Tariff 42 per cent. 
Government Dept. controls imports. Annual trade 570 tolls. 

Ghana: AustraUan and General Tariff 25 per cent.; Annual 
Imports 52 tons. Trade prospects limited. 

Italy: Australian and General Tariff 15 per cent.; Annual 
Imports 10,000 tons. Turkey and Greece principal suppliers. 

Sarawak and Nth. Borneo: No Duty. Trade 100 tons all types ''9 

dried fmits. China and U.S.A. principal suppliers. 
Thailand: Duty 4/8 lb. Annual imports 15 tons. Duty is pro

hibitive. 
South Americ'an Prospects: The Dept. of Primary Industry 

reports on trade prospects in South America as follows:-
Venezuela: The duty on Australian Dried Vine Fruits is 

1.20 Bolivars per kilo and on U.S.A. fruit, .40 B's per kilo. 
Expressed in Australian currency the duty on Australian fruit 
is £16/2/- and on U.S.A. fruit £5/4/- per ton. Thus, the tariff 
handicap is £10/18/- per ton-<_~. rather stiff hurdle for us. 

Peru: The G.A.T. T. Tariff Rates on Dried Vine Fruits is 
18 per cent. and this applies equally to U.S.A. and Australia. 
Imports of Raisins in boxes amount to 524 tons a year (1961) 
and, of this, U.S.A. supplied 447; Chile 36 and Turkey 27 tons. 
Chile l1as a special tariff rate of 9.66 per cent. which may be 
cancelled under the L.A.F.T.A. Agreement. 

OVERSEAS PARS 
U.S.A. 

CaJifom,ia production of Prunes in 1962 is now reported to 
exceed 145,000 tons, which would make it approximately equal 
to the 10-year (1951~61) average production of 145,550 tons. 
("Pacific Fruit News", 19/l/1963.) 

* * * * 
Some 37,400 tons of freestone Peaches are repOrted to have 

been dried for 1962. The 1961 comparison was 28,900 tons. 
("Pacific Fruit News", 9/2/1963.) 

* * * * 
It has been suggested that all segments of the industry con-

sider ways of developing dependable information on current 
crop utilization and the prospective market demand for wine 
and for Raisins, and of imparting it to growers so as to avOid 
the kind of situation that occurred during the last harvest 
season. Growers allocated so many Raisin-variety grapes to 
wineries that a surplus was established, whereas at the sante 
time Raisin production fell far short of meeting market require
ments. ("Pacific Fruit News", 2/2/1963.) 

* * * * 
The California Department of Agriculture this week issued 

for packer assent the proposed marketing Order for Rais{ns 
under which a stabilization pool of 1962 crop Natural 
Thompson Raisins would be established. ("Paci1Hc Fruit News", 
9/2/1963.) 

JAPAN 
Japanese buyers are contracting for exceptionally heavy 

tonnages of Greek and Amtralian Raisins despite the strong 
Japanese preference for California Raisins. 
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According to trade sources, about 5500 (short) tons of Aus
tl1alian Raisins have been contracted for delivery to Japan at 
prices slightly below those for Creek Raisins. («Pacific Fruit 
News", 29/12/1962.) 

TURKEIY 
Total stocks of 1962 crop Turkish Sult-anas existing in the 

hand of growers, exporters and Taris are around 32,000 tons, 
and this figure is said to include ·about 9000 tons from the 
1961 crop carried by the Tari.S\ Co~operative. 

Total sales this season up to the end of 1962 totalled 57,097 
tons as against 54,896 tons during the same period last year, 
but the average price level and foreign exchange income from 
sales abroad is slightly lower. ("The Public Ledger", 
19/1/1963.) 

* * * * 
The Sultana industry has ·been experiencing difficulty in dis

posing of the record large 1962 Raisin crop, presently esti
mated at 92,000 tons. Average production (1955-59} is 
53,400 tons. 

* * * * 
The 1962 Currant crop is estimated at 105,850 tons. ("Dried 

Fruits Topics", December, 1962.) 

GREECE1 
An agreement was signed in December tmder which Greece 

will export 11,000 tons of Sultanas -to the Soviet Union at a 
price of $203 per short ton, it is reported hy Foreign Agri-
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cultural Service. In relurn, Greece will received an equal value 
of agricultural machinery and vehicles. 

* * * * 
The Autonomous Currant Organisation of Greece (ASO) has 

reportedly concluded a deal to ship 11,000 short tons of dried 
Currants to Western Germany for use for industrial purposes, 
probably for making alcohol. ("Pacilfic Fruit News", 12/1/1963.) 

IRAN 
The 1962 Dried Apricot pack in Iran is tentatively estimated 

at 14,800 short tons, the largest tonnage on record, accord
ing to the Foreign Agricultural. Service. Average production 

(1955-59) is 11,400 tons, Iran is the world's leading exportel 
by a wide margin .("Pacific Fruit News", 26/1/1963.} 

NEW ZEALAND 
Import licences for 1962-63 have been increased by 25% 

over 1960 basis making a total of 100% to date. 

SPAIN 
The Spanish Raisin crop for 1962 is reported to be 11,000 

short tons; 7200 tons in Malaga and 3800 tons in Denia. 
("Dried FIUits Topics", December, 1962.} 

SOME ECONOMIC ASPECTS ON PRODUCTION 
AND MARKETING Of AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 
A Review Paper presented by :Mr. R. M. Simes, ·M.B.E., Chairman, B_oard of Management, to a Bankers' Con

ference at Shepparton, Victoria, on 22nd November, 1962. 

The following review may prove informative to new growers and may, perhaps, be a refresher to those who are 
already nware, in general terms, of the workings of th~ Industry. 

The paper was presented at the invitation of the Reserve Bank of Australia as part of a week-long seminar dealing 
with "Fruit in Victoria" which was attended by a large number of :r;nanagers from various trading banks and senior officials 
of the Reserve Bank. 

Location and Description 
Dried Fruit production in Australia is conlfined to the f~ur 

Sbates of Victoria, South Austtalia, New South Wales and 
Western Australia, in area.s selected for soil, climate and avail
ability of water. Dried Vine Fmits (as known to the Australian 
industry)_ are Currents, Sultanas and Haisins; Dried Tree Fruits 
el!l'brace Apricots, Peaches, Pears, Nectarines and Prunes .. 

By far the largest production consists of Dried Vine Fruits. 
Victoria produces the bulk of the tonnage of these varieties 
in three main irrigation areas, viz.: 

Mildura, Merbein and Red Cliffs, 
Robinvale; and 
Woorinen and Nyah. 

These irrigation districts are all situated adjacent to the 
River· Murray, and without irrigation production from cultiva
tion of any sort would not be possible because of the sparse 
rainfall. However, an ample water supply, combined with 
generally dry and hot natural conditions during the summer, 
make the8e districts, (and similar districts in New South Wales 
and South Australia), ideal for the production of drying 
varieties of grapes and other .fruits. There is a limited pro
duction in certain non-irrigated (i.e.~ natural rainfall) areas 
in South 'and Western Australia 3.nCL in the Young district 
of New South Wales. 

Varieties of gmpes grown for drying are: 
Currants and Sultanas. These are referred to as seed

less varieties and when- dried are lmown and 
marketed under similar names. 

Gordos (Muscatels) and ·waltham Cross (Malagas). These 
varieties contain seeds, and are termed: 
-Raisins, if marketed with the seed still in the 

berry, or 
-Seeded Raisins, if the berry has been de-seeded 

before marketing. ' 

Production Statistics 

Relation to other primary industries. 
All grapes :mitable for drying can also be used by wineries 

for wine and brandy production, and to the extent that 
wineries purchase these varieties the dried tonnage produced is 
affected. However, the dual practice of drying and selling 
fresh is more prevalent in South Australia than ·in Victoria, 

\ although in 1961 substantial tonnages of Sultanas, Gordos· and 
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Waltham Cross were purchased fresh from Victorian growers 
for wine and spirit manufacture. 

Production of Dried Tree Fruits (except Prunes) finds 
disposal outlets through fresh huit sales, canneries and dry
ing, and dried tonnage, like Dried Vine Fruits, can be affected 
seasonally through diversion. Prunes, produced mainly froin 
the D' Agen and Robe varieties of plums, do not encounter 
diversion as they have no market demand in the fresh state. 

'Local and export market component. 

The average annual production in Australia of Dried Fruits 
for the 10 years (1952-61} is compared in the following 
table with the aver~ge exports for the same period and Vic
torian production of Dried Vine Fruits:-

Variety 
Curfants 
Sultanas 
Haisins . . . . . . 

Total .. 
Apricots .. 
Peaches . . . . . . 
Pears . . . . 
Nectarines 
P1unes ... · ... 

.Total .. 
/ 

Grand Total . . . . 

Production (in tons) 
Australia Victoria 

11,856 4,583 
59,392 42,329 
8,226 4,872 ---

79,474 
1,379 

468 
108 
44 

3,162 

5,161 

84,635 

51,784 

Secondary and Tertiary industry association. 

Exports 
(in tons) 
7,667 

48,659 
4,576 

60,902 
375 
170 
28 
2 

666 

1,241 

62,143 

Dried Vine Fruit is produced as a primary product on the 
irrigation fa:~ms, being dried before delivery to packing houses. 
In the paclong houses the fmit is _processed through extensive 
grading and cleaning machinery for the removal of- stems 
immature fruit and foreign materials, and then packed int~ 
suitable containers for marketing in bulk. The fmit on delivery 
fro~ growers in a dried condition is graded according to 
officml grade samples fixed by a Grade Fixing Committee which 
meets approximately two weeks after deliveries commence to 
the packing houses. It is the aim of the Grade Fixing Com
mittee to keep grade standards as nearly constant from one 
season to another as is possible, and this aim is achi(;lved 
mainly because only men of long and expert experience in this 
section of the Industry are appointed. 
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Much the same procedure is adopted for Dried Tree Fruits, 
except Prunes which are graded out according to quality and 
size. 

Generally, transport to sea-board for overseas shipment and. 
Victorian and South Australian consumption is by rail, but for 
fruit destined for the New South W'ales and Brisbane markets 
it is usual to transport by road to Hay (N.S.W.) and thence 
by rail to tfinal destinations. Markets north of Bri~bane are 
served by ship. 

Depending on availabilitY of overseas steamers fruit for 
export is transferred direct to ship-side by rail or road vehicles 
from the packing line, but by the middle of the packing season 
(which usually lasts from March until September) there is a 
build up of stocks of packed fruit in the packing houses. 

All stores and packing houses containing Dried Fruits are 
mbject to strict hygienic regulations, and fumigation against 
insect pests is an automatic weekly task. 

Services Available to the Dried Fruits Industry 

Marketing Boards. 

The Dried Fruits Indushy voluntarily formed The Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Association (The A.D.F.A.) in 1907 by 
combining the activities of two Raisin Trusts in Mildura and 
Renmark. The main objective was, and still is, to endeavour 
to obtain for -all growers the highest possible return for their 
produce from all markets. HoweVer, not all growers were 
members of the Association (or its predecessors) in the early 
days, and some sections of the Industry were selling a greater 
proportion of their smaller production on . the more- profitable 
home market leaving The A.D.F.A. to dispose of its large 
surplus to export markets at lower prices. To prevent this 
inequitable practice, (which would ultimately ·have broken 
doWn orderly marketing) legislation was sought and obtained 
during 1924 to 1927 from all the producing States to estab
lish statutory Dried Fruits Boards for the purpose of control
ling the percentage of a season's pack of each variety of 
Dried Fruits which could be sold on the Australian market. 
At the same time the Australian Dried Fruits Control Board 
·was established by Federal law to fix prices and terms of 
sale, and set quotas for the various export markets. 

ThiS state of affairs lasted with reasonable satisfaction untii 
the celebrated "James Case'', (Section 92), when it was estab~ 
lh-hed that a State Dried Fruits Board could only legislate for 
the maximum quota of a season's production of a variety 
which could be sold in its own State of production. No State 
Board had any powers beyond its own State border. For two 
more seasons agreements were entered into between Th0 
A.D.F.A. and "outside" interests, but these agreements were 
not observed by the non-Association interests. 

The position became so desperate that in 1938 the Associa
tion, by voluntary levy on the production of its members, 
raised sufficient capital to purchase all of the "awkward" out
side interests and since that date has controlled the marketing 
of the whole of the Dried Vine Fruits production of Australia. 

The procedure each season now is for the elected Board 
of Management of the Association to estirilate the total pro~ 
duction, make due reservation for the quantity required for 
the Austr-alian market, and then progressively release to the 
Australian Dried Fmits Control Board the exportable surplus. 

The Association maintainS control over marketing in Aus
tralia by granting a distribution franchise to all the leading 
wholesale grocery houses, and sets the prices and conditions 
governing the sale of Dried Fmits by the distributors -to the 
retail and mamifactul'ing trades, but because of their large 
usage of fmit many large manufacturers are also registered to 
buy, direct from growers' agents at the prices set by the 
AssociatiOn. 

The Association does not physically handle the fmit. This is 
the function of growers' agents who, nevertheless, observe 
A.D.F.A. prices and trading conditions. 

,. The Australian Dried FruHs Control Board is the sole export 
authority for Dried Vine Fruits and sets prices and trading 
terms for all export markets. It has no powers over Dried 
Tree Fruits and Prunes, and so far as the tonnage of these 
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varieties handled by the Association is concerned export prices 
and trading conditions are set by the Association. 

Unfortunately, the stabilized control over Dried Vine Fruits 
does not apply to the entire production of Dried Tree Fruits, 
there being approximately 75% to 80% within the Association. 
However, conditions are satisfactory due to the far smaller 
production and a general observance by all interests of com
mon prices and trading terms based on those set by The 
A.D.F.A. 

Conditions in the Prune Industry, mainly in New South 
Wales, are not satisfactory due to the operations of inde
pendent processors, but through a .reasonable attitude on prices 
no condition has yet arisen as existed when the Dried Vine 
Fruit "outsiders" had to be bought out. 

Co-operatives and Packing Houses. 
In the Industry "co-operatives" are packing companies 

fonned by sections of growers in various centres of pro
duction, and jointly with proprietary companies provide the 
.paddng facilities required and create a desitable .level of 
competition. There are five co-operative packing companies in 
Victoria, and three proprietary companies, most with branches 
situated in the producing centres such as Red Cliffs, Merbein, 
Mildura, Irymple, Robinvale~ Woorinen and Nyah. All com
panies service growers by stocking and supplying a wide range 
of production and household requirements, and, to-day, the 
merchandising sections provide a large portion of the business 
of these companies. 

Financing Exports 
The common method of financing the production, packing 

and marketing of Dried Fruits is through the bading banks, in 
some cases direct to the growers but mainly through the packing 
companies. Either way it is -possible for a grower to obtain 
financial assistance for production purposes and/or for pur
chase of properties. 

Due to the facilities and services provided most growers 
look -to their packing companies for their financial require
ments, and in order to cover harvesting costs and make ad
vances against fruit delivered the packing companieS have 
overdraft facilities with the trading banks secured usually by 
a floating debenture over the company's assets. However, the 
security is strengthened by the potential market value of the 
crop delivered tO a packing company based on stabilized 
marketing conditions adopted by the Industry. 

Thus, in practice, a packing company usuafly arranges to 
pay the grower an agreed sum per ton as a "delivery pay
ment" in the month following delivery of fruit for packing, 
followed by further fairly regular payments uritil final realisa
tions are received, and draws on the arranged bank overdraft 
facilities for the necessary finance. These payments are either 
credited to a grower's account if he is financed by a packing 
company, or to his bank account or to the grower direct. 
The bank overdraft of a packing company is extinguished or 
reduced as fruit realisations overtake the advances to growers. 

Fruit for export is sold on 90 day terms for markets in 
which prices are fixed by the Australian Dried Fruits Control 
Board either under Letter of Credit or Draft, and these . CfL.'1 
be discounted by exporters if finance is required before sales 
are tfinalised. In the case of fruit shipped to Britain, where 
it is sold by appointed agents on consignmep.t, it is possible to 
obtain advances from the trading banks as shipments -are made. 

In all these financial transactions the co-operative and 
proprietaty companies act generally under the same methods 
and a common policy. . 

Extra-banking Sources of Finance 
Apart from the fairly recent expansion of the facilities of 

the Commonwealth Development Bank for direct farm de
velopment, Dried Fruits growers have had, in the past, 
financial assis·tance from State Governments (usually aided by 
the Federal Government) in disaster seasons, such as 1950 
and 1956. Assistance has been either in the form of a straight
out gift or a long-tenn loan at a low rate of interest. 

As an example of what a "disaster season" means, in 1956 
all Dried Fruits growers· crops were considerably reduced 
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because of wet weather during harvest causing widespread 
mould damage of grapes on· the vines, and while "drying" on 
the racks. The same year saw the "Big Flood" on the Murray, 
and assistance was given to those growers who had low-lying 
properties which were Hood damaged. 

Preservation and Transport 
The preservation of Dried Fruits is' a problem which is 

constantly under scientific examination financed by the In
dustry. «Preservation" in the meaning used here is not against 
moUld and rot development, but against damage of the pro
cessed product by insect pests. 

All Dried Fruit is subject tO infestation moths of two main 
varieties; the Ephesti-a on the fruit-growing properties and 
Plodia in the packing and storage houses. To kill these moths 
and their larvae weekly spraying or fogging with approved 
insecticides is the preventative used in the packing houses 
and stores, with periodical fumigation by methyl bromide gas. 

To assist all sellers and users of Dried Fruits in Australia 
to keep their stocks free of pest re-infestation, instructions are 
issued during every season on the use of suitable preventative 
insecticides. 

The Dried Fruit is transported from farms to the packing 
houses in wooden cOntainers Imown as sweatboxes, not because 
of the human sweat :lost in handling them but because these 
boxes filled with fruit freshly dried are stacked for about a 
week to allow the fruit to "sweat" and even up. 

Transport from farm to packing house is by motor lorry in 
varying size loads running up to 8-10 tons, and during the 
height of the harvesting season considerable congestion occurs 
at the delivery doors of packing houses while fruit is being 
classed and weighed in. 

From the packing houses transport is,, other than in 
exceptional circumstances, by rail due to the freight con
cessions offered, althought as already stated road transport 
is used for fruit destined for New South Wales and Brisbane 
as far as Hay wh,ere it goes forward by railway. 

Shipments' by sea are made to Tasmania, northern Queens
, land ports and Western Australia, and sometimes, according 
to circwnstances, to New South Wales and Brisbane. All ex
ports ure, of course, by sea. 

Packing and Packages 
Dried Vine Fruit is packed, in bulk at the packing houses in 

wooden cases and fibreboard cartons of various weight size~. 
Thus, Currants and Raisins pack 56 lbs. to a wooden case 
and 28 lbs. to a carton, whilst Sultanas are packed 60 lbs. 
and 30 lbs. in these respective containers. 

Deliveries are made in bulk form to the distributing and 
manufacturing trades and, at one time, also to the retail 
grocery trade, but to-day, with the advent of the self-service 
store and the consumer consciousness for pre-packed foods, 
most fruit for retail sale is further processed and packeted by, 
or for, distributors in 16 oz., 12 oz. and 8 oz. sizes of varying 
designs and packet construction; some being sealed board 
cartons, others being .polycel or other forms of visible packs. 
A product growing more- popular with the consumer is Mixed 
Fruits which, as the name implies, is a mixture of Dried Fruits 
(Cunants, Sultanas and Raisins) with a proportion of cut 

. peel and glace cherries added. , 

Market Promotion and Consumer Preferences 
Before the last war, and up to 1951, promotion for the 

sale of Dried Fruit in Australia was carried out, to a limited 
extent only, by a combined committee formed from the State 
Dried Fruits Boards and The Australian Dried Fruits Associa
tion, the media of promotion being lectures, screening of 
Indusby films to schools and women's organisations, and store 
displays. As only two men with vans did all the publicity work 
during that time the coverage was not wide. In 1951 the 
Federal Council of the Association, faced with the trend of 
product competition in the grocery trade. voted a considerably 
increased amount by levy for the speci:flc pprpose of sales 
promotion in Australia, and fOr 10 years more intense forms 
of publicity have been followed, including publi? relations, 
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store promotions, demonstrations, general advertising in maga
zines, press and radio, joint promotions with large manu
facturers of allied products and, latterly, through co-operative 
advertising with large retail establishments. 

This year (1962), as the result of an investigation· by market
ing consultants, even further ifinance has been provided by 
growers for a more intensified promotion effort .. 

It is hoped that the wider -activities made possible by in
creased expenditure will result in the Dried Vine Fruit con-

sumption of Australia again reaching the pre-war per capita 
figure of 5! lbs. per annum. 

Part of this promotional effort must be to attract the con
sumer to the product by packeting, presentation and shelf 
availability, and to do this consumer preferences must be 
ascertained and catered for. In today's intensive competition in 
the retail food field the Association is conscious of the need 
to pUJblicise the uses and values of Dried Fruits if the Industry 
is to maintain and increase sales in the home market which, 
incidentally, is the most profitable for the growers. 

DRIED VINE fRUITS STABILIZATION 
Federal- Council of 1961 instructed the Board of Manage

ment to continue negotiations with the Commonwealth Govern
ment at the appropriate time, it being considered that this 
would not be until the final terms of the possible entry of the 
United Kingdom into the European Economic Community 
were known. 

Irrespective of whether the United Kingdom had entered 
the European Economic Community or not the prices of 
Australian export fruit will always be subjected to fluctuation 
governed by world production. 

The pi:oduction of Dried Vine F~uit, being obtained from 
almost permanent acreages, is subject to variations in yield 
per acre from season to season, which has presented the 
previous Plans in a very unsatisfactory light, both as con
cerned the Government as well as growers. 

Accordingly a Plan 'with the guaranteed price based on 
"cost per acre" instead of "cost per ton" was forwarded to the 
Minister for Primary Industry on November 23, 1962. 

The submission does imply a- Plan based on cost of full 
production, but it has been suggested that the Government 
can be protected by a «give and take" provision of, say, 5o/o. 

It is not possible in a Plan based on cost per acfc to write in 
fixed quantity limitations in terms of tonnage, but a Plan 
guaranteeing the Industry' 95 per cent. of its average annual 
production costs, with the pay-in point at 105 per cent. would 
give the Government the protection desired, and also might 
be favourably regarded by growers. 

Federal Council unanimously supported the submission in 
a resolution reading 

That this Council supports the approach by the Board 
of Management to the Commonwealth Government for a 
Stabilization Plan with the guaranteed price related to 
cost pm· acre instead of ascertained cost per ton. 

and added 
That this Federal Council requests the Board of Manage
ment to seek from the Commonwealth Government, as 
an interim measure until a Stabilization Plan is achieved, 
an export subsidY, on all Dried Fruits sold on overseas 
markets. ' -

The submission for a cost of production plan is now being 
examined in detail by the Minister and his_ senior officers. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT'S REPORT ON 
COMMONWEALTH SALES PROMOTION 

ACTIVITIES 1962 
l, General. 

The period covered in this report has been one of varying 
degrees of activity. Pending the implementation of the new 
marketing plan and the revision of the many facets of our 
previous Publicity undertakings, this report allows for the fact · 
that until the appointment of the Sales Promotions Manager 
in March, 1962, activities were confined to such Publicity 
functions considered essential to continuity. · 

Following th~ appointment of the Sales Promotions Manager, 
a 12eriod of time was allowed for him to become orientated 
and to put into effect those .sections of the P .A. Report 
approved for immediate action by the Board of Management. 
The Sales Promotiolls Manager was also directed to undertake 
an investigation, appraisal and re-cast of the methods employed 
within the Sales Promotions Department so that our activities 
in relation to all the functions of Promotion could be brought 
into line with modern accepted practice. Each aspect is dealt 
with separately under the various headings in this report. 

In general terms the following were the main undertakings 
-the re-establishment of a team of Field Representatives. 
-the extension of the store promotion campaign through 

retailer co-operative advertising subsidies. 
-the encouragement of Manufacturer promotion of end 

products through ··co-operative advertising subsidies. 
-the development of a direct advertising campaign in 

support of both Retailer and Manufacturer promotional 
activities. 
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-the continuance of Public Relations activities in esse;ntial 
areas. 

-the continuance of Show Exhibits. . . 
-the investigation of the requirements of -both the National 

and individual State markets in terms of Advertising, 
Promotion-. and Public Relations, having regard to the 
needs of both Distributors and Manufacturers. 

-the development of a Marketing Plan for 19.63. 

2. Staff. 

In line with the recommendations of the P .A. Report, the 
re-establishment of a Field Team has been undertaken and 
now consists of one Field Supervisor and six Sales 
Merchandisers, located as follows :-

New South Wales-Field Supervisor (responsibilities cover-
ing all States), two (2) Sales Merchandisers. 

Queensland-One (I) Sales Merchandiser. 
Victoria-Two· (2) Sales Merchandisers. 
South Australia-One (I) Sales Merchandiser. 
The above staff have all undergone a basic formal training 

of one week's duration under the supervision of the Sales 
Promotions Manager and further continuous informa~ training 
is being carried out in the field by the Field Supervisor, The 
duties of the Field Team have been revised and they are now 
wholly engaged in merchandising activities in the retail trade 
in support of A.D.F.A. subsidised promotions. One resignation 
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.·----------------------------· 
in New South Wales has been received and a replacement will 
be effected immediately. 

The appoinbnent of a second Field Supervisor has been 
deferred to enable the Sales Promotions Manager to assess 
the present Field Staff, so that a selection from within could 
be considered before an appointee was sought from outside. 

Upon the recommendation of the Sales Promotions Manager, 
the titles of the Promotion Officers have· been changed to 
Field Supervisors and that of State Publicity Representatives 
to Sales Merchandisers, 

Sales Promotions Department staff has been affected by 
two resignations among senior staff, that of the Display Officer 
(Mr. G. C. Kilian) and the Publicity Assistant (Mrs. L. Salmon). 
The new appointees, Mr. G. Petrie, Display Officer, and- Miss 
M. Mackenzie, Publicity Assistant, have now taken up their 
duties. 

The Sales Promotion staff located at Head Office now 
comprises 

Publicity Assistant, Display Officer, Sales Promotions 
Manager's Secretary and Receptioniste/Filing Clerk. 

Part-time assistance is rendered directly to the Sliles 
Promotions Deparhnent by the following Head Office staff 

Storeman, Wrapper, Addressograph Clerk and Statistician. 

The appoinbnent of a Public Relations Officer has been 
deferred pending the recommendations of the Sales Promo
tions Manager having regard to the requirements of the 1963 
Marketing Plan. This has resulted only in the curtailment of 
lectures to the various organisations, Public Relations contact 
with the Home Economists and other -publicity outlets have 
been maintained by the Publicity Assistant and the Sales 
Promotions Manager. 

3, Retailer Co-operative Advertising. 

From the commencement of the 1962 season the Field 
Supervisor embarked on a programme of booking retail store 
promotions with the leading chains, groups and independents. 
In t~e initial stages this activity was restricted pending the 
appomtment of a Sales Promotions Manager and having regard 
to the limitations of the existing Field Staff. The number and 
frequency of these promotions was stepped up to coincide 
with the gradual increase in staff, the introduction of a direct 
advertising campaign and a new range of point of sales aids 
with particular emphasis on the pre-Christmas period. ' 

The result of this activity has been a more intense interest 
on the part of the retail trade in Dried Fruits and whilst it iS 
difficult to assess the actual sales as a result of co-operative 
advertising, this form of positive activity at point of sale must 
have its effect in consumer off-take. The facility to actively 
merchandise in stores in support of promotions subsidised by 
this Association has ensured that we have obtained the best 
sales results possible for the Distributor. The number of store 
visits by Merchandising Representatives has decreased as a 
result of more intense activity in individual stores. Our 
efforts haVe been concentrated in the stores offering the 
greate_st potential and the major outlets receive frequent 
attention as a result of which, our Representatives have 
achieved improved shelf display for Dried Fruits in many 
such outlets. The retail trade in all States have expressed 
their appreciation of the support given and have assured us 
of their continued co~operation. 

Representati'_'es' Visits for 1962. 

Victoria N.S.W. Queensland S.A. Total 
3,362 1,141 1,227 1,551 7,281 

(Visits for 1961 totalled 9,518) 

4. Manufacturer Co-operative Advertising. 

Approaches have been made to a number of Manufacturers, 
on a selective basis, with a view to seeking their co~operation 
in a series of pilot campaigns. Since our expenditure in this 
area could reach astronomical proportions were we to attempt 
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to directly subsidise all Manufacturers, our selection covered 
the four major types of Manufacturers, i.e., cakes, cake mixes, 
biscuits and pastrycooks. 

in every instance the selection was made on the basis of 
the Manufacturer offering the greatest potentiat related to 
their present· field of operations and the degree of co~operation 
offered. Of these campaigns four are aimed at the pre
Christmas period and one for assistance with the launch of a 
completely new· range of packs early in the New Year, and 
the results will provide an indication of how we can best 
assist these important users of Dried Fruits in the future. 
The campaign details are as follows :-

Products 
Chrisbnas 

Cake 
Chrisbna:s 

Pudding 

Prod nets 
Luncheon 

Fruit 
Cake 
Mix 

Products 
Range of 

Fruit 
Cake 
Mixes 

Products 
Fruit 

Biscuits 
with 
feature 
on 
••Mince'' 

Manufacturer "A", 
Period 15/11/62 to 22/12/62. 

Support Cost 
National Women's Maga-

zines . . £3,240 

Radio - 11,land & N.S.W. 
Press - Q land & N.S.W. 
T.V. - National .. 
Co-operative advertising sub-

sidies all States 

Totals 

Manufacturer "B". 

1,000 
3,400 
1,060 

1,000 

£9,700 

Period 29/10/62 to 22/12/62. 

Support Cost 
National Women's Maga-, 

zines £1,650 

Co~operative advertising sub-

A.D.F.A. 
Subsidy 

£500 

£500 

£1,000 

A.D.F.A. 
Subsidy 

Nil 

sidies aU· States 1,200 £200 

Totals 

Period early 1963, 

Support 

National Magazines 
T.V. - All States .. 
Radio - All States 
Press - All States .. ' . . . . 
Co-operative advertising sub-

sidies all States . . . . . . 

Manufactm·er "C". 

£2,850 

Cost 

Period 26/11/62 to 14/12/62. 

Support 

Radio-Vic. Met. & Country 
Co-?l'!erative a~vert~sing sub

sidies - V1etona . . . . 
Store demonstrations 

Cost 

£800 

£350 
£200 

---
£200 

A.D.F.A. 
Subsidy 

To be 
deter
mined 

A.D.F.A. 
Subsidy 

£400 

Nil 
Nil 

Pies" Totals . . £1,350 £400 
In addition to the above a manufacturer is participating 

in a joint advertising venture arranged between The A.D.F.A. 
and- The Australian Dairy Produce Board. This is covered 
under direct advertising. 

5. Advertising. 
A direct advertising campaign has been undertaken to give 

added stimulus to retail sales during the peak off-take period 
of pre-Christmas. This campaign was specifically planned to 
provide a sound basis for Ot]I merchandising activity, to 
stimulate the interest of all sections of the trade and, not 
the least important, to excite consumer interest in Dried 
Fruit during this intense seasonal promotion period, · 
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Our advertising schedule is as follows :
Conswner Advertising : 

''The Australian Women's Weekly"-Four (4) full colour pages. 
Issue Dated: Cost 

November 7th-Christmas Pudding 
November 21st-Christmas Cake .. 
November 28th-Christmas Pudding 
DeCember 12th-Christmas Cake 

~ 
J 

£8,375 

"Woman's Day"-Four (4) full colour 
pages of editorial.) 

pages, (Plus two (2) 

Issue Dated:, 
December lOth-Christmas Party 

Feature 
Cooking 

Cost 

£4,500 
{Subsidised: Aust. Dairy 

facturer, £1,500.) 
Produce Board, £1500; Manu-

Trade Advertising: 
September Issues: 

Catering-Victoria 
Pastrycook's Review-N.S.W, 
Country Traders' Review-N.S.W. 
S.A. Storekeepers' Journal-S.A, . 
The Australasian Grocer-Victoria .. 

Total Cost 

The Grocer & Storekeepers Journal of W.A. 
-W:A. . . . . . . . . . . , , . . . . . . . . . . £540 

The Queensland Shopkeepers' -Q'land Journal 
The Trader-Tasmania . . . . . . . .. , .. · .. 
The Tasmanian Trader-Tasmania 
Retail Week-National . . . . . . . . . 
Self Service Merchandising-National 
Food Store News-National 

November Issues: 
Catering-Victoria 
Pastrycooks' Review-N.S.W. 
Contact-N.S.W. 
The national magazille campaign is in two sections, 

"Women's Weekly" featuring alternate full pages on tradi
tional Christmas fare, Christmas Pudding and Christmas Cake, 
in "Woman's Day" a Christmas Party Cooking feature to cover 
the food items normally prepared during Christmas, such as 
Mince Pies, fruit biscuits and other party f~re. 

The "Women's Weekly" campaign places emphasis on 
straight Dried Fruit PacJ(s and the promotion tie-up provides 
for point of sale material for use in the two major areas, retail 
grocery and the pastrycook trade. In support of the two 
Christmas Pudding pages, the provision of a colourful display 
card and recipe leaflets, both repeating the magazine artwork, 
to be used in conjunction with our regular range of po,int of 
sale aids, will enable us to fully cover all Dried Fruit 
promotions in the retail grocery outlets. In many instances 
major stores will· retain their feature displays during the 
whole of the pre-Christmas period. 

In support of the two Christmas Cake pages a window 
streamer has been produced for the pastrycook tr_ade, this is 
in distribution and will be used extensively during November 
and December. 

The Trade advertising listed in this schedule is all in 
support o£ the direct advertising campaign. It should be 
noted that qur advertising campaign is only a part of a 
complete Marketing Plan, with the addition of first-class point 
of sale aids and promotions subsidised and merchandised 
directly by The A.D.F.A., excellent results can be anticipated 
from this campaign. 

It is pleasing to record the co-operation between The 
Australian Dairy Produce Board and The A.D.F.A. in the 
"Woman's Day" feature. The inclusion of a Manufacturer 
enabled us to increase weight of advertising from two pages 
to four, as a result of which the publishers agreed to add two 
pages of editorial, making a very worthwhile supplement out 
of what really began as a two-page advertisement. 

During the year numerous journals have been supported 
with particular emphasis on magazines reaching the housewife, 
in many instances editoriai·support has been obtained. Expen
diture in this area was based on covering such journals in 
ordet of consumer interest. 
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6. Public Relations. 

Public Relations activity has been curtailed in certain areas 
as a result of no replacement being selected to fill the vacancy 
of Public Relations Officer. This appointment is held in 
abeyance until decisions can be made on the form of our 
future Public Relations activity as a part of the 1963 Marketing 
Plan. 

The curtailment has been in two main areas, lectures to 
clubs, groups and associations and frequent personal contact 
with Home Economists, feature editresses ahd test kitchens. 
However, satisfactory liaison is being maintained with the 
latter important group by mail and occasional visits undertaken 
by the Publicity Assistant and the Sales Promotions Manager. 
A system is to be set up whereby regular mailings will go out 
to all contact points, this system is in general use and personal 
visits will only be made to selected personalities. 

A general Summary of Public Relations activities over the 
past ten (10) months is as follows;-

-regular mail contact with all media personalities. 
-distribution of recipes to all interested media outl6ts, 

associations, marketing boards and manufacturers' test 
kitchens. 

-provision of editorial to trade and other journals. 
-donation of fruit to home economists, test kitchens and 

media representatives. 
-as a result of the above, magazine and newspaper support 

has totalled five hundred and sixty eight (568) column 
inches noted. 

-the support of various charitable functions on a restricted 
basis. 

-the provision of displays at the VictOrian Tourist Bureau, 
Swan Hill Tourist Development Association Display, 
A.N.Z. Bank, Bank of New South Wales, World Power 
Conference, Develop Victoria Council's Promote Mildura 
Campaign, Railway Showcases (part year only). 

-sponsorship of School Cookery Competitions and District 
Agricultural Show Cake Competitions. 

-provision of display material and literature in support 
of District Agricultural Shows. 

-assistance at The Associated Country Women of the 
World Tenth Triennial Conference with the baking of a 
special cake (undertaken by The Master Pastrycooks' 
Association of Victoria and The William Angliss. Trades 
School), the presentation of special gift packs to the 
International Executive, the distribution of literature and 
arrangements for the inclusjon of Dried Fruits in picnic 
hampers. (This assistance resulted in extensive publicity 
on television, radio and in the press centred around the 
special cake.) 

----co-operation with the Dental Health Association during 
the State Health Weeks held ill New South Wales and 
South Australia. 

-the investigation of an Easter camp~ign for exploitation 
by the Pastrycook Trade on Simnel Cake, This type of 
proniotion has a great deal of merit in that it represents 
a promotion scheme of great potential without involving 
this Association in major items of expenditure. 

-the continued distribution of special project material to 
Education authorities, schools, teachers, school children, 
tourist organisations, overseas agents, Export Control 
Board, State Boards and District Conncil Centres. Usage 
for the period January to November, 1962 is as follows:-' 

"Dried Fruits of Australia" 12,748 
Statistical Supplement 5,172 
Proj~ct Sheets . 113,700 
Wall Charts . . 3,288 

-the continued distribution of our recipe book, "Better 
Baking," by mail in response to requests from housewives, 
and women's organisations, also with project material. 
In addition a new system has been introduced to include 
"Better Baking" with all fruit purchases at Shows. Usage 
for the period January to November, 1962, is as follows:-

"Better Baking" . . . . 12,688 
"Housewives' Deli&ht" 5,020 
"Family Favourites • . . 6,678 
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7. Point of Sale Material. 

With a new approach to promotion and the gradual intro
ductiOJf of a complete new range of point of sale· aids, it was 
decided to discontinue the mailing of recipe leaflets to the 
retail trade. The remaining quantities of older material are 
being used where possible and it is anticipated that stocks 
Will be completely expended by early 1963. 

New material introduced drning the period under r~view 
include, 

Jumble Display Bins. 
Price Cards, 
Variety Strips. 
Chrishnas Pudding Display Cards. 
ChristmaS Pudding Recipe Leaflets (padded). 
Christmas Cake Posters. 

This range of material will be added to as future campaigns 
are developed. · 

8. Shows and Exhibitions. 

Our exhibits were again staged at the Sydney, Brisbane, 
Adelaide and Melbourne Royal .Shows. The results are shown 
below:-

Vine Tree 
Location Date Fruits FrUits Prunes Takings 

lbs. lbs. lbs. 
Sydney 13/4/62 789 

24/4/62 
1,723 1,146 £838 

Brisbane 9/8/62 
18/8/62 

1,070 848 601 £522 

Adelaide 6/9/62 642 838 600 £510 
11/9/62 

Melbourne 20/9/62 
29/9/62 

1,513 978 676 £698 

4,014 4,387 3,023 £2,568 

Comparable takings for 1961 were :-
Sydney, £827; Brisbane, £370; Adelaide, £480; Mel-. 

bourne, £813; 1961 total £2490. (Of which £492/8/10 
came from the charge of !Od. per unit for 11,567 ""Better 
Baking" Recipe Books). 
A new approach was used this year in the distribution of 

recipe books. Commencing with the Brisbane Show, all fruit 
purchases were placed in a show bag and a copy of ""Better 
Bakin'g" given free, It was Jelt that the housewife would make 
better use of the recipe book if she received it with the 
purchase of fruit. This was carried out on a trial basis and 
the indication 'is that this is a more satisfactory method of 
distribution. 

Manufacturers in all States have co-operated with us in 
-the supply of end _products, which were given feature displays 
and used in sampling to the public. This support is greatly 
appreciated and has done much to add interest to our exhibits. 

Our exhibits at Sydney, Adelaide and Melbourne are well 
located and considered suitable for our needs at this time. 
However, the Brisbane location is poor and efforts are being 
made to secure a new location in the Main Hall. 
· Consideration will need to be given to re-designing and 
re-building our exhibits in all locations. It is felt that much 
can be done to improve the standaid of our exhibits and each 
will be examined in the light of recommendations from the 
Sales Promotions Manager, 

Mention should be made at this point of the high standard 
achieved by the new Display Officer. 

Prizes were donated for School Competitions in Brisbane 
and Melbourne. Winners were as follows :-

Brisbane: 
1. St. Catherine's Girls' School, Palmerin Street, Warwick. 
2.} Home Science Section, State High School, South-
3, port. 
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Melbourne: 
A. Fruit Cake-

!. Murrumbeena High School, 801 North Road, 
Ormond. 

2. St. Monica's Domestic Arts School, Wingfield Street, 
Footscray. 

3. Ringwood High School, Bedford Road, Ringwood. 

B. ,Fruit Loaf-
!. Richmond Girls' Secondary School, Gleadell Street, 

Richmond. ' 
2. Ringwood High School, Bedford Road, Ringwood. 
3. Richmond Girls' Secondary School, Gleadell Street, 

Richmond. 
Prizes were also donated for competition in the open sections 

on Fruit Cakes at Sydney, Adelaide, Hobart, Devonport, 
Mildura, Ballarat and Kaniva. Winners were as follow:-

Sydney' 
1. Miss K. Cuthell, Bungelly Road, Luddenham. 
2. Miss S. Miranda, 128 Kiora Road, Miranda. 
3. Miss C. Dawson, !A Helena' Street, Auburn. 

Adelaide: 
1. Miss Colleen Hutchinson, 15 Charles Street, Ascot Park. 
2.

1 
Miss Kay Jenkins, 16 Gladstone Avenue, Murray Park. 

3. Miss Janet Berris, 22 Mawson Street, Nailsworth. 
(Results from Hobart,, Devonport, Mildura, Ballarat and 

Kaniva not yet to hand.) 
Material has been supplied to various provincial centres 

in support of the activities of organisations such as Apex, 
Lions· and Jaycee's at local Shows. 

Acting upon the recommendation of the Sales Promotions 
Manager our Railway Showcase exhibits and the special exhibit 
at the Adelaide rooms of the S.A. Housewives Association, 
were discontinued. Attention was given to the Dried Fruits 
exhibit located in the Museum of EconomiC Botany' at the 
Adelaide Botanic Gardens. ' 

9. H--oz .. Sultanas. 
Assistance has been given to Distributors in connection with 

the introduction of H-oz .. Sultana· packs. Whilst it is appreci· 
ated that the exploitation of this new market has only just 
commenced and that there are stiLl problems to be ove_rcome, 
there is undoubtedly a tremendous potential for packs of this 
type. · 

10. Vehicles. 
Following recommendations made by_ the Sales Promotions 

Manager, a gradual change-over has been effected, in line ' 
with previous practice, for the replacement of Field Staff 
vehicles. The Sales Promotion deparbnent fleet now 
comprises :-

Brisbane-! Holden Panel Van, Sales Merchandiser. 
Sydney-! Holden Station Sedall, Field Supervisor; 2 

Holden Panel Vans, Sales Merchandisers. 
Melbourne-2 Holden Panel Vans, Sales Merchandisers; 1 

Holden Panel Van, Display Officer; 1 Morris Minor Panel 
Van, spare. 

Adelaide-! Morris Minor Panel Van, Sales Merchandiser. 

11. 1963 Marketing Plan. 

Following a recommendation by the Sales Promotions 
Manager the services of our previous advertising agency, 
Carden Advertising Pty. Ltd. were dispensed with and the 
appointment of John Clemenger Pty. Ltd. approved. 

The presentation of a Marketing Plan for 1963 will. be 
made by the Sales Promotions Manager at a later stage of 
this CounciL However, certain action has been approved, to 
enable the Sales Promotions Manager, in conjunction with 
oUr _advertising agency, to carry out preliminary investigation 
of the market problems. The major item of expendit~e 
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relatas to a programme of conswner research, which is 
presently being undertaken by the Marketing Department of 
the agency. 

12. Western Australia. 
The following report has been received from the W.A. 

Publicity Committee. 
Cake Cooking Competition in Schools : 

Seventy-one Junior High Schools and High Schools have 
been contacted regarding a cooking competition by pupils. 
An amount of £5 has been offered to each School for prizes 
to be chosen by the School. The response has been- excellent 
and Project Material together with cheques have been for
warded. to Schools concerned. In some Schools three Fruit· 
Cakes are made by each pupil in the class; other schools have 
a report and prize-winners published in local papers. In all, a 
good medium for publicity together with a fair quantity of 
Fruit consumed. 
Advertising Material : 

Distributors haye been given material for demonstrations, 
promotions and . general displays. This material, including 

Sales Bromolion 

Recipe books and leaflets, is available together with any assist
ance this Branch or the Packing Houses can give, whenever 
required. 
Royal Show : . 

The usual A.D.F.A. and Department of Primary Industry 
displays were exhibited at the Perth · Royal Show in 
September-October. Two Distributors were selling Dried 
Fruits from their own stalls against one only last year. The 
weather was wet, but Fruit sales were up ·on the previous 
year. 
Displays: 

Arrangements are in hand for advertising space in show
cases to be installed in Overseas Terminals at Fremantle 
Harbour and the Perth Airport. The Department of Industrial 
Development will also be assisting in a Dried Fruits display 
at Darwin after the Empire Games. 

13. Sales Promotion Budget. 
It has not been considered advisable to submit a detailed 

budget for 1963 until Federal Council has considered the 
proposals of the Sales Promotions Manager on- future activities. 
(The Budget is set out on page 26 of this issue.) 

COMMONWEALTH MARKETING PLAN 
FOR 1962!63 

Based on a broad outline presented by the Board of Management to Federal Council the Sales Promotions Mariager 
addressed delegates with the assistance ·of visual aids. He said that before he introduced the mart<eting plan for 1962-63, he 
would like first to make the obsel'vation that Progress. in many fields, has been made only after a basic concept has been 
changed. 

The most notable example is known to us all. As long as 
man thought the earth was the centre of the Universe, a true 
understanding of it was impossible. Only after Copernicus 
came up with the theory that the' Sun was the centre and our 
little earth was just one of several planets that moved around 
it, were the astronomers able to make correct observations 
and reac}l sound conclusions. Nevertheless, it was a terrible 
blow to man's ego to learn that the earth was not the centre 
of the universe. 

I put it to you, gentlemen, that if we think of our products 
as the centre of a small business universe, we are as wrong 
as the Ancient Greeks. In point of fact, the Consunier is the 
centre of the business, universe and our products , are just part 
of the legion of products that move around the consumer. In 
reality. the consum·er is the sun of our business_ universe. 

It is pleasing indeed to be given the opportunity to join 
this Industry at a time when basic concepts are being changed 
and I, too, in the appraisal and drafting of our marketing 
programme, seek to learn anew from the ancient truths. It is 
my privilege to introduce to you; the new concept for today. 

Marketing 
With' the realisation that the consume'r is our market, we 

can make correct observations and reach sound Conclusions. 
Our objective is to increase the sale of our products in the 
Commonwealth market, in other words, to exploit the most 
profitable market available to us. 

The Objective . . . Increased sales at the retail level. 
In oui deliberations at this. Connell and in the decisionS 

that are made over the months ahead, we must learn to accept 
that changes are necessary if we are to compete successfully 
in the vast food market and win an ever-increasing share of 
the consumer's food pound. 

In the acceptance and recognition of the new concept we 
should, however. appreciate the need to retain the essential 
ingredients of the old and skiliully integrate them with the 
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new, not only to ensure the stability of the Industry, but to 
prove that we can, by good management, continue to progress 
prcxfitably, as a major supplier in the highlY competitive food 
industry. 

Before discussing the plan in detail, we should more 
clearly define, not only our objective, but the marketing tools 
at our disposal. 

Uncle~ the direction and guidance of the Board of Manage
ment appointed by this Council, an appraisal of the recom~ 
mendations of Personnel Administration Pty. Ltd. has been 
undertaken and certain action approved. A solid foundation 
for our future activities has already been established and this 
programme is designed to employ the components of market-
ing to build on those foundations. · 

In broad terms, We have ·to consider three major areas : 
I. )\.dvertising. 
2. Sales Promotion. 
3. Public ,Relations. 
All of our endeavours in these areas are directed to one 

focal point-
The Consumer 

In our approach to any one of these avenues of expendi
ture, we must consider the form in which our products reach 
the consmner, through the distributor or the manufacturer? 
In either case, the needs of the consumer are paramount and 
this introduces a further element, 

Research 
Much has been written and said about the needs and pr~b

lems of the Industry. the Distributor and the Manufacturer. 
Much needs to be recognised about the needs and problems 
of the consumer. An appreciation of the latter has a great 
deal of bearing on the formulation of the marketing pro
gramme submitted here today. 
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Recommendations in the future may raise aspects of our 
Industry which are considered Controversial. This will not 
deter us in our investigations and appraisals, the decisions 
made must always have the interests of the Industry as a 
basis. 

Shall we first look at the link between the supplier and 
the market, 

The Product 

This must fulfil two basic needs-
1. It must offer benefits to the consumer to induce her to 

buy. 
2. It must be profitable to the supplier. 
In considering the first need, this programme has been 

designed to exploit the present benefits of our product, such 
as food value, enjoyment and versatility, as well as new 
benefits which can be regarded as offering all of the other 
benefits plus convenience. Whilst the consumer, in the person 
of the . housewife, still takes pride in achievement· and is 
willing to practise the art of cooking to please her family, she 
appreciates anything that will make her job easier. We need 
to take advantage of this, particularly in the case of the 
younger housewife, by promoting simple and convenient 
recipes, offering the benefits she seeks whilst still allowing 
her to take the credit for producing something that adds to 
her familis enjoyment, whether the dish be one of her own 
creation,. or . concocted from- a packet or can. Let's face it, 
even the modern housewife is a woman at heart. 

With a brief look at the second basic requirement of the 
product, suffice it to say, at this stage, that profit is achieved 
through turnover. The definition of our objective is more prafit
able sales. This .6an be achieved in one of two ways, by 
raising the margin of profit to absorb the rising costs of hand
ling and distribution, or, by increasing turnover within the 
~ramework of the existing organisation. Modem marketing 
methods have shown us the wisdom of achieving our objective 
by the application of our talents to the latter, It is true to 
say that this cannot be achieved without critical examination 
of the 'methods employed, but it can, usually, be achieved 
within the existing organisation. "Vhilst we may criticise the 
growth of the power wielded by the giants of industry, we 
must admire their growth and acknowledge th€ benefits they 
provide, and successfully_ sell, to the consumer. 

Admiration, whilst pleasant, is not the reason for our dis
cussions. We have to consider the appropriation of a large 
sum of money and the benefits that it must bring, to this 
Industry. 

My recommendations are as follows : 
That our programme· will be based on the three marketing 

con;1ponents mentioned, having defined their co-ordinating 
roles. 

1. Advertising-Creates a desire with the potential buyer/ 
consumer for our products-this is essentially a pre
selling role. 

2. Sales Promotion-Brings the advertising message into 
the "Purse Area" of our buyer/consumer and brings with 
it the enthusiasm and co-operation of. the r,eseller. 

3. Public Relations-Places the product in a pre-conditioned 
atmosphere to provide these first two components with 
a favourable climate in which to sell to the prospective 
buyer/consumer. 

It is essential for us to remember that all of these compo
nents combine to give us a method of human communication 
and it is this word communication which is of paramount 
importance. Whilst all of these components have individual 
·responsibilities, each one is dependent upon the other for 
its success. Simple though this statement may seem, it is 
amazing the number nf marketing plans that go astray through 
the job being incomplete in one of these elements. 

The programme has allowed for participation by our two 
major outlets, 

1. The Distributor, 
2. The Manufacturer. 
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In each area we must retain complete control of our expen
diture, but, through communication with our outlets, the most 
profitable means of co-operation and participcition have been 
considered. We will always be criticised by someone, but no 
one can doubt our sincerity when we say that we will critically 
examine the results of our endeavours and seek improvements 
for incorporation in future programme planning, 

The progiamme is split into two major campaigns : 
1. Winter Cooking. When we can reasonably expect more 

activity in the home kitchen-when nourishing meals 
are prepared and appreciated and ·equally important 
£rom our point of view-a long season for sustained 
promotional activity, the commencement of which coin~ 
cides with the onset of seasonal · availability of our 
product. 

2. Pre-Christmas, When traditionally, the housewife always 
features dishes containing dried fruits. 

How best can we attain our objective--to increase consump
tion of Dried Fruits on the domestic market-if we recognise 
the seasonal advantages of winter and pre-Christmas-which 
approach offers the best potential---how did we determine the 
most fruitful avenues of .exploitation? Up to this point, we 
have no, definite pointers from research-we can only apply 
commonsense coupled with experience. 

We feel quite strongly that the promotion of simple recipes 
will influence the housewife. For instance, when she sees the 
recipe for Sultana Pudding, maybe she haslil't made it for years, 
but she makes it for the family, they like it, and if she makes 
it regularly, we will sell more fruit. 

Our programme is designed ta-
l. Stimulate Home Cooking-By the promotion of simple 

recipes-to show these recipes in an appetising way-to 
reach the womenfolk through their own magazines, 

2. Stimulate Retailer Activity-By carrying our campaign 
into stores-by pre-selling the campaigns to retailers
by virile merchandising coupled with the provision of 
first-class point of sale aids. 

3. Stimulate Manufacturer Activity-By discussion and 
co-operation on mutual problems-by co-ordination of 
effort on advertising and merchandising-bf co-operative 
deals. This is the area of greatest potentia . 

Gentlemen, in the consideration of any plan aimed at stimu
lating sales of a consumer product, 

Advertising + Merchandising = Sales. 
The advertising expenditure is direct~d into two major 

areas, 

Direct Advertising 
undertaken by the Association. 

Direct advertising is a pre-selling role. It must 
1. Attract favourable attention, 
2. Awaken interest. 
3. Carry conviction. 
4. Arouse desire. 
5. Influence the consumer to buy. 
It has another important pre-selling role, it must stimulate 

the reseller-a well-planned advertising campaign, whilst 
directed to the consumer-must motivate the retailer-we 
must use it to get the in-store promotions that put our product 
in the "purse area". The retail trade, whilst impressed with 
the benefits of our product, are seeking profit-profit comeS 
with increased turnoVer-increased turnover comes with 
promotion. 

Advertising must also correct any misconceptions in the 
consumer's mind, in other words, -be truthful. 

The interim report that we have from the research section 
of 'our agency indicates that there is a tendency for consumers 
to think of Prunes as having a laxative property. This is a 
misconception : Prunes have no more laxative properties than 
orange juice. 

Everyone is an expert in two fields-his own and advertising. 
We can recognise that trade advertising has a value. 
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Co~operative Advertising, 
undertaken by the Retail Trade, and usually subsidised by 
either the distributor or the manufacturer-in this case, we 
assume part of the responsibility for the distributor or manu
facturer. 

Co-operative Advertising-in support of the retailer, gives 
us the facility to merchandise on equal terms with all other 
suppliers in the food b;ldustry-it may be regarded as a neces
sary evil in today' s marketing strategy. The sum allocated in 
this area is reduced in comparison with our original. plan, but 
is more realistically apportioned to our merchandising facilities. 

In relation -to manufacturers, this is an area in which our 
finaricial support could reach astronomical proportions and a 
further evaluation needs to be made. The answer to this 
Industry gaining full support from manufacturers may well 
be in closer co~operation and a more realistic attitude on 
both sides. 

National Women's Magazines: Why National Women's 
Magazines? 

I. As an advertising medium, these offer a number of 
things : They offer better retention or longer ad, life. 

2. They penetrate 58 per cent. of all Australian homes and 
cover ail groups and social classes. 

3. They are more easily merchandised at retail level. 
4. They offer the facility to repeat the sales message in a 

positive way, at point of sale, 
5. They can be induced to give editorial support to a cam

paign of this type. 
Why women's magazines only? Why not spread the spend

ing over radio or T.V.? This is due to the fact that, with a 
modest budget, the best results can be obtained by concen
trating on one medium and with a recipe approach, women's 
magazines are best suited to our needs. 

In support of National advertising, to aid retailer co-opera
tion, we recognise the value of Trade Advertising-a means 
of repeating the story in journals which the Trade jealously 
regards as their own. Another important link in the chain 
of human communication. 

Sales PromOtion 

We have already touched on the need for follow through 
at the point of sale-the retailer. appreciates financial support 
in his competitive advertising, but really judges the results of 
our efforts in terms of unit sales. This is where we show our 
real strength, a campaign can be won or lost in the retail 
store. Our attitude in concentrating on ii:l-store merchandising 
in support of advertising subsidies is already paying off. The 
retailers are aware of the more vigorous approach and are 
already co-operating with greater interest, with particular 
emphasis on promotions in support of National Advertising 
and with a seasonal flavour. 

Interspersed with our campaign efforts mu·st come a regular 
programme of store service work, to obtain better locations 
and bigger areas on the shelf for our products if we are to' 
cOmpete with the continuous barrage from other suppliers for 
the consumer's attention. The fall-off of sales of any product 
is directly related to the in-store activity undertaken on its 
behalf. At this point, we do· not become the advocate of the 
«gimmick"-just soundly planned, sensibly designed, profitably 
inclined store promotion, which is consumer relate~. 

Particular emphasis must be placed on sales~ promotion 
activities in the retail outlets. Because of the necessity to 
integrate this activity with our National advertising programme, 
thiS can be regarded as the pay~off area. 

The emphasis_ has been taken off special displays. By this, 
we mean that, whilst we recognise tl1e value of showcases in 
certain strategic vantage points, when due consideration is 
given to the relative values of our effort, we can put our hard
earned money to better use in other places. 

Shows and Exhibitions 

Shows can be regarded as a promotional outlet and the pro
gramme intends that the standard of our exhibits be raised 
and the approach to the consumer be more positive. 

Public Relations 
We have to consider communication with key personnel, 

such as home economists, magazine editors and cookery 
writers, with schools and with many other important outlets. 

We are also considering participation with manufacturers 
in support of special campaigns, such as the Simnel Cake 
promotion. 

Public Relations can do a job for us in the promotional 
area. 

We must also maintain good relations and regular ~om
munication with top management of the retail trade. 

Consumer Research 

With the approval of the Board of Management, a pro
gramme of consumer research has already been undertaken. 
This research programme is not yet complete, but interim 
reports serve to confirm the soundness of the present marketing 
approach. 

Industry Research 

The only comment that really needs to be made at this 
juncture is that detailed research in this area can only be 
determined when we 1.·elate it to the needs of the consumer. 
In other words, we can assume that consumer research will 
serve as guide as to what needs to be done to enable us to 
provide both the distributor and the manufacturer with a 
planned programme of co-operation on problems of mutual 
interest. In this regard we .need to keep an open mind and 
recommendations as to our intended activities in this field will 
be made early in 1963. 

Following a long debate Federal Council resolved 

That the 1962/1963 marketing plan be adopted. 

·---------------------------------· 
"U se ... 

Australian Insurance 
For Australian Products" 

Queensland 
Insurance Co .. Ltd .. 

(Inc. in N.S.W.) 

84-88 WILLIAM STREET, 
MELBOURNE 

The largest Australian Company 
transacting Fire, Accident and Marine 
Insurance. 

Branches in all States and main 
As a primary Industry, we have a prestige job to do. Let's country areas. 

do it in a way that brings prestige and not criticism. Let us 
also integrate these activities with our overall campaign effort. 111------------------------111 
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PROGRESS ·REPORTS ON COMMONWEAlTH 
PROMOTION ACTIVITIES 

Reports on the activities of the Sales Promotion section 
for the period October to December, 1962, together with a 
progress report on the development of -the sales promotion 
planning for 1963 were presented at meetings of the Board 
of Management and the Prunes_ and Tree Fruits Committees 
in January by the Sales Promotion Manager. 

VINE FRUITS 

The period covered in this report has seen the execution of 
the fust national campaign, and the introduction of a market
ing plan for the first half of 1963. 

The general reaction of all sections Of the trade to the 
initial campaign recently completed and the proposed cam
paign for the winter period of 1963 has been one of co
operation and appreciation. Minor changes may be necessary 
to the Winter campaign dependent on two things; an apprecia
tion of the findings of the Consumer Research Study and the 
extent of the final co-operation of manufacturers in the joint 
promotional ventures. 

Progress can_ -be regarded as satisfactory when measured 
against the _programme set down by the Board of Management, 
particularly in view of the introduction of two additional 
elements to the sphere of activities; namely National Advertis
ing and Consumer Research. There is now the happy position 
of being able to offer comprehensive support to the retail 
grocery trade, and future activities are planned to include 
closer co-operation with Manufacturers and Distributors. 

Advertising 

The four colour pages in "The Australian Women's Weekly" 
in support of the 1962 pre-Christmas campaign have been 
judged successful. They gained widespread recognition for 
the merchandising displays and the recipes featured drew 
much favourable comment from a wide cross-section of con
sumers. For interest the results of a regular McNair-Starch 
survey of advertisement readersh~ in "The Australian 
Women's Weekly" issue of November 7, 1962, contai:qing 
the -first Christmas Pudding advertisement gives the follow
ing summary of the ratings:-

Percentage of readers who had noted was 77% (equal 2nd) 
Percentage of readers who had seen 'and 

associated was . . . . . , . . . . . . . . 54% (17th) 
Percentage of readers who had read 

most was . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43% {2nd) 

The advertisement was placed as the second most effective 
in the issue, and rated first most effective food advertisement. 
These figures, at least, serve to show the real interest of the 
regular readers of women's magazines in the recipe;. approach 
to food advertising. 

The development of The A.D.F.A. national Women's 
Colour Magazine campaign for the winter period is still 
proceeding. This campaign will feature 12 full colour pages 
spread over the period May-August .inclusive and the recipes 
featured are linked to _merchandising activities as follows:
Straight Vine Fruits- 2 full pages for independent promo-

tion by AD.F.A. 
5 full pages for co-operative promotion 

by Manufacturers. 
Mixed Fruits - 4 full pages for co-operative promotion 

by pistributors and Manufacturers. 
One full page has been retained for possible inclusion in 

either area, dependent upon the extent of the co-operahon 
from other participants and the need for some flexibility at 
this stage in the scheduling. In the initial submission- to the 
Board for presentation to Federal Council, it was stressed 
that the break up of colour pages as between the two lead
ing magazines, "The Australian Women'S Weekly" and 
"Woman's Day", would depend upon the selections preferred 

Page Seventy-four 

by other participants, having regard to the fact that they 
would need to integrate them with their own marketing com
mitments. Approaches have been made to four of the five 
manufacturers in regard to straight Vine Fruit recipes; the 
fifth approach will be to the Australian Dairy ;produce Board 
on the basis of a double page spread. Outside manufacturers 
will be required to contribute one-third of the space costs for 
inclusion in the campaign. This is a nominal figure as major 
benefits are sought from the merchandising activities of such 
organisations. 

Initial contact will be made in early February with A.D.F.A. 
Manufacturers and Distributors of Mixed Fruits and their 
inclusion will be on the basis of full merchandising co--opera
tion. No space cost subsidies will be sought from these parti
cipants. 

The cost of this campaign will be retained within the 
estimated figure of £21,000, of which 50o/o will be debited to 
the 1962/63 budget and 50% to the 1963/64 budget. 

Store Promotions 

Sales results are still await€d against a number of November
December promotions and a consolidated report on final figures 
will be ·presented in March. The pre-ChriStmas campaign 
was notable for the enthusiasm and co-operation shown by 
the retail trade and the tremendous -interest of the consumer. 
Managers of stores visited in all States reported increased sales 
of Vine Fruits over the previous pre-Christmas period and 
the high standard of the feature displays erected by A.D.F.A. 
Sales Merchandisers drew favourable comment. In most of 
the major stores, displays, originally intended to stand for 
ten to fourteen ·days; remained for up to six weeks due to 
the excellent sales reSults achieved. In addition to the feature 
displays in support of subsidised promotions, assistance was 
given by the Sales Merchandisers to leading self~service stores, 
HeaJth Food stores, pastrycooks, cake shops and to manufac
turers of end-products. All the recipients of material and 
services hav_e expressed appreciation: 

The merchandising activities in support of the 1963 Winter 
campaign will be on_ the same basis as, for 1962. T'he co
operative advertising subsidies in support of promotions will 
be confined mainly to the months of the actual campaigns 
instead of being spread over the whole year. This' will pro
vide a basis for comparison and will also enable the Field 
Staff to consolidate Vine Fruit activities between promotional 
periods. 

It is intended to continue to include Prunes and Tree Fruits 
in the activities during campaigns, but emphasis may be 
placed on either group of products as considered necessary. 

PUblic Relations 

In line with previous recommendations Public Relations 
activities have been curtailed in some areas. The concentra
tion has been in maintai:i:ting contact with the important Home 
Economist field, with particular emphasis on seasonal recipes 
during t[le pre-Christmas period. 

Magazine and Newspaper inchage totalled 432 column 
inches for the November-December period. This is an _out
standingly high figure despite the intense interest in traditional 
fare at this time. A considerable amount of time has been 
spent dealing with personal enquiries from housewives as 
a result of the direct advertising campaign. Requests for 
further recipes, phone calls reporting success and even 
follow-up calls expressing thanks are too nurrierous to 
record. This is a valuable pointer to the success of the 
campaign and an encouragement to consumers eager for in
formation and obviously proud of their achievements. 

Among the notable sidelights were a Gas and Fuel 
Corporation of Victoria Christmas Cake Competit_ion which 
attracted 600 entries of a very high standard; an independent 
bakery at Carnegie which made and sold 998 Christmas 
Puddings made from The A.D.F.A. recipe; requests from 
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immerous non-commercial organisations for recipe service 
sheets; and the inclusion of special Christmas displays of 
Dried Fruits at Gas and Fuel Corporation of Victoria 
demonstrations. 

Visits have been made to the Master Pastrycooks' Associa
tions' executive officers to open negotiations for participation 
in the 1963 Simnel Cake campaign. Due to the conflicting 
interests of many major suppliers to the pastrycook industry 
it appears that this type of activity will need tQ be under the 
sponsorship of the M.F.A. if it is to succeed and grow. 
A.D.F.A. support has been offered in the execution of the 
campaign, and much will depend upon the amount of time 
it is possible to devote to it, bearing in mind the activities in 
support of The A.D.F.A.'s own major Winter campaign. 

The Organising Secretary of the Moomba Festival Com
mittee made an approach to include an A.D.F.A. exhibit in 
the parade to be reviewed by Her Majesty the Queen, 
despite the preference being given to non-commercial organi
sations. It was not felt the expenditure required for such a 
venture could be justified and the offer was declined. A 
later apProach was made by the Mildura District Council for 
The A.D.F.A. to assume responsibility for the inclusion of the 
Dried Fruits Industry in a joint exhibit with the Citrus and 
Wine interests, the Tourist Bureau and the Mildura City 
Council. It was felt that the financial responsibility lay with 
the District interests and an offer of co-operation was 
physical assistance to the limit of available A.D.F.A. staff. 

The method of distribution of project material remains 
unchanged. Demand is still reasonable and will be intensified 
early in the 1963 School Year with the inclusion of a full 
page advertisement ~n the publication "Social Studies of 
Australia". Preliminary steps have been taken to. revise 
A.D.F.A. project material before reprints become necessary 
later in the year. 

The demand for recipe booklets "Better Baking" and 
"Housewives Delight" has fallen considerably over the past 
three months. With leaflet distribution restricted, the demand 
will continue to deeline; the remaining stocks being reserved 
for Royal Show activity and direct mail requests. 

Fruit has been donated to the U nivel'Sity of New England 
Expedition to survey the Barrington Tops area. 

Royal Show 

Adelaide. Plans for the re-building of the exhibit, as out
lined in submissions to the Board of Management in Septem
ber 1962, are proceeding. The re-building· will comffience in 
March and should be completed by July. Further discussions 
are planned to seek the co-operation of the Secretary of the 
Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Society of South Aus
tralia in the provision of a garden area in front of the 
exhibit. The interior design has allowed for the inclusion of 
demonstration activity on a proper basis, in line with earlier 
recommendations. 

Brisbane. A new location is being sought and success in 
securing a suitable site will determine the extent of any 
proposed alterations to this exhibit. 

Sydney and Melbourne. Exhibits in both Sydney and Mel
bourne will be given additional treatment to raise the general 
display standard, but for this year the method of operation 
will remain unaltered. Activity will concentrate on recipe 
promotion and sales with emphaSis on recipes featured in The 
A.D.F.A. national sales promotion campaign. 

Staff 
The following vacancies will be filled as soon as possible 

in the New Year:-
Melbourne: A Sales Supervisor to be responsible for Vic

toria and South Australia. (An appointment was made 
on March 12.-Editor, "News".) 

Sydney: A Sales Merchandise! to fill the vacancy created 
by the resignation of a member. 

The services of a Home Economist are still being sought 
and the position will be advertised early in February, No 
further recommendations can be made in respect to the 
appointment of a Technologist until the subject has been 
further discussed and explored. ' 
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Special mention is made of the high standard of disp~ays 
carried out by the Field Staff during the recent campaign. 
For a small force, the vigour and enthusiasm shown by them 
was responsible for the success of the merchandising endeav
ours during a most intense promotional period. 

Summary of Store Promotions 
For the period 31st January to 22nd December, 1962. 

Cumulative By States 

Product Promoted Vic. N.S.W. Q'ld. S.A. Tas. WA. Tot. 

Currants 2 2 
Sultanas 16 8 2 2 1 29 
Seeded Raisins 12 5 1 6 ·1 25 
Vine Fruits -

(Multiple 
7 15 27 4 56 Promotions} 3 

Tree Fruits 1 
Mixed Fruit 35 42 29 16 2 1 125 
Prunes 6 8 6 3 23 
Cake Mixes 2 1 1 4 

74 7l 53 57 8 1 265 

SumJt~ary of Reported Sales
Subsidised Promotions 

ALL STATES 
1961 1962 

453.35 tons 957.92 tons 

Victoria N.S.W. 

Promotions 1961 1962 1961 1962 
tons tons tons tons 

Raisins 72.93 130.04 1.71 15.41 
Sultanas 95.71 150.23 17.42 8.74 
Currants 0.5 
Mixed Fruit 64.94 254.99 72.84 70.52 
Prunes 38.07 16.76 
Apricots 3.48 1.91 
Multiple Promotions. 1.59 2.34 0.4 

Queensland S. Australia 

1961 1962 1961 1962 
tons tons tons tons 

Raisins 4.55 1.77 6.16 
Sultanas· 3.25 11.22 6.70 
Currants 
Mixed Fruit 38.66 '82.48 12.52 21.41 
Prunes 12.69 3.52 
Apricots 1.03 
Multiple Promotions . 16.97 46.26 31.86 88.73 
Cake Mix . . . . 0.96 

PRUNES 
The following report was submitted to the Prunes Com

mittee by the Sales Promotions Manager as a means of pro
viding ·background when the Committee dealt with the 
question of carrying out a 1963 campaign. 

In-Store Merchandising: 

General merchandising in all stores were covered by the 
representatives of this Association, including the erection of 
feature displays using point-of-sale aids from our basic range. 

Some 22 chain and group promotions have been' covered by 
co-operative advertising subsidies with varying degrees of 
success. During regular subsidised Vine Fruit promotions, 
Prunes have been included wherever possible. During the 
pre-Christmas campaign, where large combination displays 
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were featured, Prunes were included where stocks were avail
able; usually at regular shelf prices. 

Health Food stores, particularly in N.S.W. and Victoria, 
have been assisted with feature displays of Prunes and the 
provision of recipe material. 

Prunes are a more familiar product with the majority of 
housewives than, say, Tree Fruits, and promotion in these 
areas can often be undertaken on the spot, dependent on 
stocks, with a reasonable measure of success. 

Numerous promotions arranged during the Year were oan
eelled, due to the anomalous stock situations. This has led 
to confusion among retailers and if the situation continues 
the trade will further resist any promotion efforts in support 
of Prunes. 

Royal Shows: 

During the Royal Shows in Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide and 
Melbourne, Prunes are featured and the demand is always 
keen. Comments are noted from consumers who arc eager to 
purchase polycel packs (in preference to the packets made 
up from bulk), available from their usual suppliers. 

Demonstrations will be a feature of future Show exhibits, 
and Prunes can be shown to advantage in many simple recipes. 
In this area, supplies of Prunes are made available to other 
exhibits demonstrating food and kitchen equipment. 

Public- Relations: 

Prunes are distributed in fruit packages sent regularly to 
Home· Economists in the following areas-magazines, press, 
radio and T.V., manufacturers' test kitchens, Dairy Produce 
and Egg ?vfarketing Boards. Many of the recipes developed 
by these important contacts are featured in their articles. 
They were also supplied with simple recipes developed by this 
Association, and much valuable inchage is gained in magazines 
and newspapers, 

In the future planning of a marketing approach it is in
tended that The A.D.F.A. should employ a Home Economist. 
One of the duties of the Home Economist would be to in
tensify activities through Public Relations outlets. With Prunes 
particularly, much work needs to be done in this area. 

' 
Season 1963: 

Under present conditions it must be appreCiated that the 
form of promotional activities on Prunes will depend largely 
on tho _availability of_ the product. There can be little doubt 
that, of all the Dried Fruit products, Prunes offer the greatest 
potential for sales increase on the domestic market. The 
product is known and appreciated by a high percentage of 
the consuming public. It remains only to build on the existing 
market. The consumer has already reacted favourably to the 
quality and convenience of the polycel pack. This is the 
start-point and good short term results could be anticipated 
from the promotion of these packs through the medium of 
co-operative advertising coupled with in-store merchandising. 

However the potential of the product is such that serious 
consideration should be given to the introduction of a long 
term marketing plan. Such a plan would need to include the 
following elements: , 

Consumer Research: To explore the needs of the consumer. 
Industry Research: To further improve the quality of the 

pack. To consider the advisability of a reduction in the 
number of sizes and gmdes. This would be related to Con
sumer Research as we1l as the requirements of the Industry. 
To further explore the possible development of other con
venience packs for the consumer, i.e., a "Fruit Compote" 
pack containing Prunes, Apricots, Peaches and Pears. The 
possible further development of pitted Prunes. The develop
ment of manufach1rers' packs for end products. Packaging 
development and the reduction of the percentage of Prunes 
sold to the retail trade for bulk handling. 

Improved Distribution: The Industry needs to recognise the 
the benefits to all growers, in that, having achieved consumer 
acceptance, the product must be freely available at all times. 
Fierce competition in food retailing can change buying and 
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eating habits virtually overnight. Prunes in polycel packs do 
not suffer from the problems of storage to the same extent as, 
say, Tree Fruits, and they have the added advantage of 
being an all-year-round diet item. 

Consumer Advertising: To arouse the consumer's desire. for 
the product by showing its benefits and usage. The trade. is 
also influenced· by consumer advertising and will give strong 
support to products that are advertised. In point of fact the 
larger retail groups and chains will not support food products 
these days unless they arc covered by a vigorous advertising 
campaign. The promotion of simple recipes and emphasis on 
the breakfast a·rea, in which a tremendous amount of effort is 
constantly directed, summer and winter, would offer the best 
avenues of exploitation. 

Promotjon and In-Store Merchandising: As a follow through 
to the marketing plan to put the product in the «purse area", 
and to reap the sales benefits in the most favourable buying 
climate. , 

Committee's Recommendation 

The Prunes Committee recommended to the Board a special 
levy of. £3 per ton which would be held in an account in the 
As!:-iociation's books and drawn on only for Prunes sales pro
motion. 

The initial pack estimate of Prunes for Season 1963 has 
been placed at 2500 tons (dry weight) which is some 300 
tons higher than last year. 

The contributions from the proposed special levy, payable 
on processed weights, would approximate £8,200. 

In recognising the need for a sales promotion campaign 
the Prunes Committee have had in mind that there are still 
unsold stocks of Season 1961 fruit (now, thankfully, not very 
large), and an appreciable quantity of Season 1962 fruit. 
To these stocks must be added Season 1963 production so that 
a disposal problem at payable prices emphasises the need for 
promotion in the Commonwealth. 

Tlw Board of Management is of the opinion that as the 
sales prbmotoin budget presented to Federal Council 1962 
did not include Prunes it should not approve the recommenda'
tion of the Prunes Committee without first ascertaining the 
views of growers through Branches in whose areas Prunes 
are groWn. 

Pending replies from Branches the Sales Promotion Manager 
has been asked to compile a budget of £7,500 for considera
tion by the Board of Management. 

DRIED TREE FRUIT 

A report was also provided by the Sales Promotions 
Manager when he attended a meeting in January of the Tree 
Fruits Committee and discussed proposals for a campaign. 

In-Store Merchandising. 

General merchandising in the stores covered by the re
presentatives of this Association, including the erection of 
feature displays using point-of-sale aids from our basic range, 
and the inclusion of Tree Fruit packs wherever possible, 
with subsidised Vine Fruit promotions. 

This latter applied particularly during the pre-Christmas 
campaign, when large displays featuring all fruits made it 
possible for the Sales Merchandisers to assist the trade in 
quitting stocks. Health Food stores, particularly in N.S.W. 
and Victoria, have been assisted with special promotions 
during the early part of the season. In this type of outlet 
emphasis is placed on the provision of recipe material, usually 
recipe service sheets. 

Due to the good season it was not necessary to extend co
?Perative adv,ertising ~ubs~dies to retailers, except. ln specific 
mstances where a promotiOn was requested, and 1t was- con
sidered to be in the interests of good trade relations. 

Royal Shows. 

Activities at the Royal Shows in Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide 
and Melbourne, where Tree Fruits are always featured items, 
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have produced good results. Tree Fruits am much sought after 
by the older consumer group who knows the products and 
comments on the quality of the pack offered against the stocks 
available from its usual suppliers~ The younger consumer 
group shows interest, but the purchases would be increased in 
this area by tho inclusion of demonstrations and sampling. It 
is intended that this activity will form a major part of future 
Royal Show exhibits. Numerous food exhibits, demonstrating 
equipment, are supplied with Tree Fruits for inclusion in 
recipes featured by them. 

Public Relations. 

Tree Fruits have been regularly included in fruit packages 
sent to Home Economists. This covers all the principal 
magazine, press, radio and T.V. editresses, manufacturers, 
Dairy Produce and Egg Marketing Boards test kitchens. Many 
of the recipes deVeloped by these important contacts feature 
Dried Fruits, and much valuable inchage is gained in news
papers and magazines. There is a regular interchange of re
cipes between these contacts and this Association. It is an 
area in· which a Home Economist would have tremendous 
scope. 

,Further Public Relations work is carried out directly aimed 
at the consumer through the distribution Of reci,12es. Recipe 
leaflets . and the Tree Fruits recipe booklet ' Housewives 
Delight" are distributed with project material and in response 
to direct requests from consumers. This is a valuable, but 
rather costly, avenue of expenditure, when it is considered 
that in the case of Tree Fruits it is the sole means of 
advertising. 

Season 1963. 

It· is appreciated that under present conditions the pro
motion of Tree Fruits must be a matter of expediency as 
the seas.ons dictate. The Sales Promotion section is still in 
the throes of re-organisation, but is well equipped at this 
stage to undertake a marketing programme in support of 
Tree Fruits if considered desirable or necessary. Such a 
programme, however, would be of a short term nature. Pro
vision has been made for the possible inclusion of Tree 
Fruits in an overall 1963 Marketing Plan on the following 
basis: 

Advertising: National Women's magazines colour pages, 
featuring simple recipes, can be introduced into the "Winter 
Cooking" campaign, prOviding twelve weeks notice is given 
of the Committee's intention for such inclusion. This is 
necessary to allow time for the preparation of artwork, 
approval of copy, photography, the submission of £nal art 
and the booking of suitabl~ dates. for the inclusion of the 
advertisements in the selected magazine (this is usually a 
minimum of eight weeks). One piece of rough art has been 
prepared in advance so that the Committee may consider 
such a proposal. For interest, approximate advertising costs 
are detailed as: 

Publication 
"Australian Women's Weekly", 
"Woman's. Day", 
"New Idea", 

Circulation 
800,000 
500,000 
195,000 

Cost 
per page 

£2,250 
£1,100 

£485 

This is the most effective medium for this type of approach 
on a national basis and two pages could be considered a 
minimum requirement in support of a short-term promotion 
campaign. 

Sales Promotion: If magazine advertising became part of 
the campaign it could sustain merchandising activity over a 
period of approximately 12 weeks. This would include special 
in-store promotions arranged with co-operative advertising 
subsidies through the major retail outlets in four States and 
would be part of the overall effort in support of all Dried 
Fruits. 

Special separate activities such as in-store demonstrations 
would require the engagement and training of temporary 
demonstration staff, and whilst the Promotion section is 
capable of including this type of promotion a greatly. increased 
budget would need to be made available to sustain it. With 
the ever increasing competition in the food £eld, the cost of 
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marketing is increasing apace. As with all consumer goods 
the objective is a steady increase in per capita consumption 
and this can only be achieved by the intrOduction of a long 
term n1.arketing plan. Such a plan would need to· include: 

Industry research to further improve the keeping qualities 
of tl1.e pack_; to explore the possible development of cqn
vcnience packs; to increase production and reduce costs. 

Consumer research to explore the needs of the consuming 
public. 

Product availability !"elated to Industry research, but essen
tially to appreciate that a consumer product has to be freely 
available throughout the year if it is to survive. 

Improved distribution: With this group of products, largely 
an educational job with wholesalers and retailers, but not 
an easy· task until Industry research has been tmdertaken. 

Consumer advertising to arorise the consumer's desire for the 
product by showing its benefits and usage. The trade is also 
inHuenccd by consumer advertising and will give strong sup
port more consistently to pmducts that are advertised. 

Promotion and In-Store merchandising to put products 
in the "purse area" and to reap the benefits of the market
ing pla:Oning. Merchandising is simply the follow through 
to obtain maximum results. 

Recommendation by Committee 

The Committee recommended to the Board a special levy 
of £10 per ton on Apricots and Peaches which would be 
held in an account in the Association's books to be drawn 
on as required for the specific purposes of sales promotion 
and research. 

The amount would have been in the vicinity of £23,000 
(Apricots £16,500); Peaches £6,500). The Committee knew 

·that this amount would be in excess of immediate require
ments, but felt that it would be better to build up a 
fund now which can be drawn orr when circumstances .dictate 
rather than call on growers during a critical future period of 
falling Price levels. 

The reasons supporting the recommendation were:-
1. A limited sales promOtion· campaign in the Common

wealth should be conducted in view of the higher 
production tl1is year. 

2. In the event of a combination of 1ising production 
and receding overseas prices the Commonwealth 
market will be expected to buy larger quantities and 
a campaign this season may prove to be a helpful 
introduction to a continuing one. 

3. It seems apparent that £nance will have to be pro
vided if adequate research is to be conducted into 
Gummosis and into sulphuring techniques. 

The Board of Management, however, was of the opinion that 
as the sales· promotion budget presented to Federal Connell 
1962 did not include Apricots and Peaches it should not approve 
the recommendation of the Tree Fruits Committee without 
£rst ascertaining the views of Branches in ·whose areas Apri
cots and Peaches are produced. 

Replies received from Branches did not, however, fully sup
port the Committee's recommendations and while some were 
agreeable to contribute· £10 per ton others were disinclined to 
do so for a number of reasons which were given. 

At its meeting on March 7 the Tree Fruits Committee paid 
full regard to the wishes of l•he Branches, and £nally recom
mended that Apricots pay a special levy of £3 per ton and 
Peaches £5 per ton. 

A.D.F.A. Apricots are expected to pack out at 1780 tons and 
Peaches at 690 tons so that contributions should approximate 
£5340 and £3450 respectively. TheSe ·amounts were allocated 
as follows:-

Research Promotion Reserve 
Apricots £2,000 £1,500 £1,840 
Peaches 3,000 450 
The Sales Promotion Manager will present budgets for the 

above Promotion amounts to the Board of Management at its 
March meeting. 
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PACKETS OF MIXED FRUITS 
South Australian State Conference asked the Bo~rd of 

Management if it was practicable for, say, the appropriate 
authority to lay down a minimum content of Dried Vine 
Fruits that must be in a 12 oz. or 16 oz. package of Mixed 
Fruits to stop the exploitation of the public, but as a con
sumer survey _has been recently ·undertaken action has been 
deferred until the results of the survey have been commer
cially analysed. 

21- PACKETS 
Federal Council asked the Board of Management to re

consider the possible usc of 2/- packets of Dried fruits, and 
this was discussed with the Sales Promotion Manager who 

advised that the recent consumer survey had revealed that 
housewives were not sufficiently price conscious as to 
require the introduction of a pack based on price rather than 
weight. 

Furthermore, it was an accepted sales technique that shelf 
promotion was more advantageous when the price was above 
or below. the even shilling. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN OFFER 
An offer by the Dried Fruits Board (S.A.) to assist in any 

way possible with sales promotion in South Australia was 
appreciated by the Board and it has arranged for the Sales 
Promotion Manager to visit the Secretary when he is next in 
Adelaide. 

OVERSEAS PROMOTION REPORTS 
SWEDEN 

Consumer reception of Raisin Bread in Stockholm has 
far exceeded the expectation of the baking firm participating 
in the California Raisin Industry sponsored promotion. The 
bakery ifirm has been selling 13,000 loaves of Raisin Bread 
a week, making use of one and one~half tons of Natural 
Thompson Raisins a week Raisin Bread has become the lead
ing seller in this baker's bread line. 

Since the introduction of Raisin Bread on October 18, the 
Bakers' Association of Sweden has been teaching ·bakery 
trainees how to make Raisin Bread, an item heretofore 
unknown in Sweden. The 600-member Bakers' Guild of 
Denmark is preparing to launch a Raisin Bread promotioll 
in Denmark as soon as the Danish government acts on an 
industry request to establish a price for Raisin Bread. (Report 
of the California Raisin Advisory Board in "Pacific Fruit 
News" -22/12/ 1962.) 

ENGLAND 
The same source reports that a bakety fitm in Bristol, 

England, has introduced Raism Bread and is selling it at 
the rate of 1500 loaves a week. The £nn plans to make 
and market Raisin Bread in other markets in the United 
Kingdom in which it operates bakeries. 

E:fforts are being made to interest bakers in -France, Ger
many, and Finland in Raisin Bread making use of California 
Natural Thompson Haisins. · 

* * * * 
(Because of the Sales Tax impost in Australia e:fforts to 

strongly promote the greater consumption of Raisin Bread 
only meet with middling success. The above reports clearly 
indicate that the Federal Government could assist the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Industry considerably by abolishing the 
anomaly of taxing Bread and Dried Fruit (in· themselves 
exempt) when they are combined to become Raisin Bread -
Editor "News"). · 

* * * * 
The cast of the highly successful London stage production 

"Black and Wbite Minstrels" celebrated Christmas this year 
with a cake sent air express from Australia. It was sent to 
the London cast by the Australian cast of the "Black and 
White Minstrels" which is currently playing at the Tivoli in 
Melboume. 

U.S.A. 
The Advertising Committee of the California Raisin 

Advisory Board has developed plans for the 1962-63 Raisin 
promotion programme. In doing so, the Committee has re
adopted its programme objective, which is to increase know
ledge and use of Raisins and to expand the market for Raisins 
so as to enable growers to obtain maximum returns for their 
crops and 'to enable packers to sell Raisins under favourable 
market conditions. 

* * * * 
Tl1e main activities of the proposed programme consist of 

advertising, including that directed at consumers, at the 
grocery trade, at the bakery trade, and at the industry; 
promotion, including at least three major promotions, plus 
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National Raisin VVeek; youth cultivation, to,popularize Raisins 
with youth; participation in trade conventions; and publicity 
and public relations activities. 

* '~ * * 
In the consumer advertising programme, the Committee 

proposes not only to tell the Raisin story to homemakers 
through advertising in major consumer magazines but it flans 
a special campaign to tell persons a:ctive in sports o the 
quick-energy. value of Raisins eaten out of hand. The Com
mittee plans a series of special advertisements in leading 
sport publications. C'Pacific Fruit News" - 2/6/1962.) 

Sir Ralph PetTing, Lord Mayor of London, pictured 
with the Australian Christmas 160 lb. pudding which he 
received from the Acting Australian High Commissioner 
in London, and handed over to London's Three Score Club 
for their old folk's Christmas party. (Courtesy U.K. 
Information Service in Australia.) 
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A section of 120 bakers a,nd pastrycooks who attended a Mildura convention designed to present better quality 
products. Dried Fruits were used in most of the recipes demonstrated. 

lOW PRICED 

VINE 
AND FRUIT TREE 

Sprayer 
by l;t.JitJ!~ti·VOUUUi i I 
* Speedy, Efficient Spraying at a BIG CUT in Cost! 
Specially desig'ned for Vine and Citrus Spraying, this compact Ronaldson
Tippett unit will handle all Vine spraying, with either booms or hand-guns, 
or citrus spraying with hand guns. No wonder it has proved so _popular! 
Faultlessly built to suit the· needs of the grower requiring a low-priced 
quality sproyer, this unit will prove, a most satisfactOry investment. 
*STAR POINTS ••• look at the quality features you can only get in a 

Ronaldson-Tippett Sprayer ! . . , * 200-gal. St'eel Vat, Epicote * Propeller-type agitator, 
lined. chain-driven from pump. * R-T 2-cylinder high-pressure 
pump. * Efficient R-T line strainer., * Heavy-d1uty chain drive 
through P.T.O., ball-bearing 
mounted countershaft and 
pump. 

* Sturdy steel chassis. * Tapered roller-bearing 
wheels. 

Write or phone tOday for full details of this feature-packed unit ! 

RONALDSON BROS. & TIPPETT lTD. 
Head Office & Works: BALLARAT, Victoria. Phone 9 1821 - and at: 

168 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne. MX 2182. 
16 Warren Avenue, BOnkstown, N.S.W. 70 8179 
Firth Cleveland Pty. Ltd., 
99-103 Halifax Street, Adelaide, S.A. 8 5029. 
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ADJUSTABLE 
SPRAYING BOOMS 

Can be moved vertically 
and horizontally. 

Vine damage avoided by 
spring ... loaded booms 
which give way to 
obstacles. 

Each boom has 3 noz:des. 
222C 
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THE ROlE OF SOlAR ENERGY IN THE DRYING 
OF VINE FRUIT 

A paper with tlie above title, attributed to Mr. B. W. Wilson of the Chemical Engineering Section, C.S.I.R.O., 
Chemical Research Laboratories, Melbourne, appeared in the "Australian Journal of Agricultural Research", (Volume 13, July 
1962). The purpose of the investigation was to determine the the part played by direct solar radiation in rack drying, and 
to consider possible improvements in racks or their replacement by some form of solar-heated air dryer. The experimental 
work was carried out at the Commonwealth Research Station, C.S.I.R.O., Merbein. 

Transmission of Radiant Energy through Sultana Skins. 
Sultanas were skinned, and the skins mounted in the light 

beam of a spectrometer. Measurements made over a range of 
wave lengths showed that the maximum transmission 
occurred in the short illfra-red range. Prior cold-dipping con
siderably increased the infra-red transmission of detached 
skins. 

Internal Temperatures of Sultanas dwing Drying. 
In making these measurements, thermistors covered' with 

aluminium foil were inserted through the skins of individual 
berries, and the holes sealed with beeswax. 

Undipped grapes exposed to direct sunlight recorded inter
nal temperatures 6-8°C. above prevailing air temperatures. 
Such grapes dried slowly because of the low rate of water 
movement through the skins. 

By contrast, the internal temperatures of dipped grapes 
were seldom more than 4°C. above air temperatures, owing 
to the more rapid loss of moisture (evaporation causes cool
ing). 

Daytime Drying Rates. 
Some Jnteresting observations were made in the case of 

cold-dipped Sultanas drying on roofed racks running north
south. On such racks, grapes are exposed to low angle solar 
radiation in the early morning and late afternoon, and are 
completely shaded for several hours during . the middle of the 
day. Measurements of drying rates during clear March weather 
when air temperatures were high and- humidities low showed 
that drying proceeded at an almost uniform rate from sunrise 

to sunset. In other words, it made little difference to the 
drying rates, under these conditions, whether the grapes were 
exposed to the sun or shaded. 

Solar DriCrs. 
Trials were conducted with a solar absorber etected on the 

ground beside a rack. The absorber was_ an llOO sq. ft. rectan
gular box, 3 ft. high. The top was covered with hessian painted 
with black water-emulsion paint to increase its· heat absorp
tion. The sides were sealed with polythcne sheeting. The 
drying_ rack loaded with Sultanas was enclosed by black 
plastic curtains. 

A short steel duct containing an axial-flow fan connected 
the solar energy absorber to the raok. The fan was driven by 
a 2.5 h.p. electric motor. Air drawn from the solar absorber 
at 1200 cv1. ft. per minute was blown through the enclosed 
rack. 

In the trial run from 27th February to 4th March the dry
ing rate of dipped Sultanas was similar to that on an open 
rack. 

Conclusions: 
From his results the author concluded that the conventional 

system of drying grapes on open racks is more efficient than 
the use of solar energy absorbers, for which, power for the 
fan must be provided. 

While normal rack drying is dependent on the weather, 
the same limitation applies to solar absorbers. The latter 
would be inefficient and expensive to run under unseasonable 
conditions. 

Solar energy absorber supplying heated air to dry Sultanas on enclosed rack. Comparative trials demonstrated the 
superior efficiency, of nonnal rack drying. 
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PRODUCTION PROBLEMS 
During 1962 the Committee suggested that periodical 

analyses ·of soils for possible build-up of toxicity and residues 
were advisable so that growers would not suffer from any 
delayed effects. It was decided, as a first step, that the View 
torian Department of Agriculture be asked if such tests were 
being carried out as part of the research and extension pro
gramme and, if not, whether they could be. 

The Department has agreed to study the implications of 
such tests. 

Moisture meters have been under careful examination for 
some while and it was suggested to the Board of Manage
ment that it obtain a standard unit based on that used by 
Dr. Page in England which would ensure that tests wherever 
taken were on the same basis. 

At the request of the Board of Management, the Expott 
Control Board has asked Dr. Page to send an exact replica 
of his unit to Australia for testing by, and for reference at, the 
Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein. The cost of the 
unit will be borne by The A.D.F.A .. 

At 'the January 23. meeting of the Committee Mr. Baldwin 
(C.S.I.R.O.) reported on the result of his investigations and 
enquiries following the claim that the "hummer" in the moisture 
machines at present in use in the district was a decided 
advantage. According to Mr. Baldwin it appears that there is 
not unanimity of opinion in regard to this, and C.S.I.R.O. 
investigations indicate that the ammeter installed by a Mildura 
electrician was not entirely satisfactory, and the machines 
would give better results were this ammeter removed and a 
better one installed. Mr. Baldwin indicated that the conversion 
of the old machine from audible to visual reading was a 
temporary measure· only, pending the introduction of a better 
machine by. the Industry and, in this connection~ he stated 
that his Deparhnent was still waiting for further word from 
England. 

The Committee is enquiring from the Victorian Department 
of Agric1,1lture as to the possibility of crop setting sprays 
losing strength during storage resulting in an imperfect setting 
of the fruit. Also whether the Department will conduct a 
chemical analysis of crop setting sprays which have been in 
store for some time to see if there has been any deterioration. 

The following recommendations to improve harvesting 
techniques have been issued by the Committee:-

(!) As far as possible, no cultivation should take place after 
the irrigation immediately preceding harvest. 

(2) Sediment trays· should be used with all bulk dips and 
should be raised and cleaned after the dipping for the 
day has been completed. 

(3) In order to prevent a swirl and sediment rising on to 
fruit being dipped, it· is recommended to keep the fruit 
tray off the bottom of the dip and to lower the. tray 
gently into the mixture. · · 

(4) The committee will investigate the problem of an im
proved type of dip tin and, in this connection, Merbein 
growers will be carrying out certain experimental work 
this year. 

The N.S.W. Department of Agriculture, in a report to the 
Committee stated that the use of weedkillers on the sandy 
Mallee soils presented problems that have not arisen in 
other areas where soils are heavier. Results that have been 
obtained on the M.I.A. are not strictly applicable to the 
Murray districts for this reason, and careful local eXperimenta
tion will be required to choose materials and rates of appli
cation that will not result in vine injury. Zinc sprays will be 
investigated during the current season in a detailed experi
ment at Griffith. The experiment is to be conducted on Gordo 
Blanco using zinc chelate and zinc bordeaux sprays prior to 
flowering. Emphasis is to be given to ascertaining the best 
time of application. American work suggests that application 
should be made at least seven days before full bloom. 

DRAINAGE RESEARCH 
Arising out of a resolution passed by Federal Council 

reading 
That in view of the reported dismissal of officers 'from 
Merbein Research Station engaged in irrigation and 
drainage research this Federal Council brings to the 
notice of the Merbein Research Station C.S.I.R.O. 
that as existing drainage systems are not efficient the 
Station consider the necessity for maintaining staff to 
continue research in irrigation and drainage problems, 

the Merbein Research Station have given this their usual 
careful consideration. 

In a letter (21/1/1963) to the Production Problems Com
mittee, Dr. J. V. Possingham, Officer-in-Charge of the Station, 
stated, "the situation is that we do intend to be concerned 
with problems of irrigation, drainage and water usage. There 
will, however, be a change in emphasis here as I feel it is 
necessary to relate these studies much more intim~tely to 
the plant. It is our intention to obtain much more precise in
formation about the response of horticultural plants, such as 
vines and trees, to situations of high salt concentration, low 
aeration, and water logging. This work is to be pursued using 
the most modern techniques, such as radio isotopes. A new 
member of the staff is soon to join us at Merbein who has had 
extensive experience with these techniques, having previously 
been an officer of the Australian Atomic Energy Commission 
in Sydney. He will be using radioactive sodium and chlorine 
to assess the effects of excess salinity on plants and soils, and 
nutrient culture techniques to study the importance of aeration 
in plant growth. 

"It is inevitable that research workers must make shifts 
and changes with time, particularly with respect ' to the 
techniques and methods of approach that are used to study 
difficult problems. These changes at times may give the im-
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pression that a certain , line of reSearch is not being actively 
pursued, but we in this section do not intend to bring to 
a halt research which relates to irrigation, drainage and water 
usage." 

It may not be generally known that C.S,I.R.O. conducts 
research on such topics at places other than Merbein. Research 
is being pursued at the Griffith Irrigation Research Station 
and much of this work is relevant to the problems arising in 
the Mildura area. As well, C.S:I.R.O. is actively concerned 
in basic soil physics research in the Division of Soils at 
Adelaide. This work also relates intimately to the very im
portant problems of irrigation and drainage which are obvious 
in the Mildura area. 

Relative to this problem is a report taken from «Aqua" 
(September, 1962) of a combined meeting between the 
Woorinen Advisory Board of the Victorian State Rivers & 
Water Supply Commission and the Nyah-Woorinen Enquiry 
Committee held in June, 1962, to_ consider why some vine
yards at Woorinen were dropping in production. 

Water Secondary Factor to Woorinen Problem. 

It would appear that from observations made throughout 
the Woorinen district that with drainage and proper irriga
tion management present water supply is of secondary import
ance as a cause of- leaf burn and declining production. 

It was considered that almost without exception leaf burn 
could be related to lack of drainage, faulty drains (including 
drains too far 'apart), blocked drains, or drainage back-up and 
lack of adequate penetration and leaching. 

Mr. Webber said that although the installation of drains, 
even shallow ones, has been spectacular in bringing about a 
reduction in leaf burn, improvement in vine vigour and 
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health, and in the structure of the- surface soil~ the recovery 
in many cases has only been partial. 

Causes 

This is thought to be due to the following causes: 
Drains being too shallow. There is an obvious need for 

more informatioh on sub-soil permeabilities and the 
optimum depth for drains in these problem areas. 

Inadequate leaching of the whole root zone of the 
appropriate times. 

Age of vines. Old, often damaged, vines seem to have 
responded to drainage less than younger vines. 

Recommendations. 

As a result of the survey, the following recommendations 
for further investigations were made: 

To determine the subsoil permeabilities of many of these 
soil sites with a view to ascertaining Whether the heavy 
soils are drainable or not. 

To define optimum depth and spacing for drains in the 
various soil sites. 

To sink a grid of 13 deep bores (50 ft. to 100 ft.) through
out the district to investigate the deep sub-surface 
conditions. 

To determine whether pressurised water in the deep 
sand beds is contributing to the problem. 

If so, whether it is possible to pump from these sand 
beds. . 

To study the behaviour of the water tables in the various 
soils throughoUt the year. 

To determine the rate of recession of the water table 
in these soils following each irrigation. 

To determine the effects of "back-up" from external 
drains on the effective depth of drainage outfall in 
certain areas of the district. 

To sainple and analyse the quality of both irrigation and 
drainage water at regular, frequent intervals through
out the season. 

To take leaf samples from vines growing in the heavier 
affected soils and examine them for salt level. 

To survey and record the extent and severitY of leaf 
burn in the Woorinen area, and correlate with drainage. 

To define the cultural and water management practices 
which tend to alleviate the salt problem and promote 
better growth and yields. 

Assess the extent of decline in production in the 
Woorinen area over the last ten years or so. 

Collect and carry out soil analysis on soils collected from 
both drained and undrained soils in the area. 

To measure the drainage rates from a few properties in 
the area, both during and following the irrigation, and 
to sample the drainage water in each case. 

Much of this work has been done and at present is being 
analysed and studied. 

WEEDICIDE USE UNDER VINES 
by Mr. H. Howson, Orchard Supervisor, Mildura. 

(Re-printed, with full acknowledgement, to "Mallee H':lrticulture Digest", January-March, 1963.) 

Considerable work and research has been done in the Sunraysia district by Mr. M. J. Toomey, senior field officer, 
Mildura, to assess the most suitable weedicide to eliminate mechanical weed control operations under the vines. 

The mechanical operation is costly and time consu~ing, and has a damaging effect on vine vigour. 

In the' experiment, some weedicides did not give a satis
factory weed control at commercial rating. It was found that 
the best conh·ol used for winter weeds . broke down for the 
late -summer grasses. 

Couch grass and other perennials are not controlled by these 
weedicides. In fact, it is quite noticeable that when com
petition is broken down in the average weed populatiOn, these 
"problem weeds" tend to thrive. 

Weed and grass populations can be divided into two main 
groups, the broad leaf type weeds such as clover, chick weed, 
and fat hen, and the sheath-attached leaf grasses such as 
barley grass, love grass, and Gentle Annie. 

Chemicals used and Comparisons. 

Some weedicides break down quickly when sprayed on to 
the soil if they are not washed in and absorbed on to the 
soil particles, and can therefore be a failure unless half an 
inch of rain falls after application to fix the chemical applied. 

Excessive moisture, such as heavY rain after irrigation, may 
on the other hand, cause vine damage by the chemical, which, 
in ordinary circumstances would be harmless. 

Quantities of Weedicides to use. 

Weedicides used in our research were "Gesatop"# (i.e., 
Simazine), "Gesaprim"J~J- (i.e., Atrazine), "Telvar"# (i.e., 
Monuron) and "Kannex"J~J- (i.e., Diuron) at rates of 2 lb., 4 lb. 
and 6 lb. an acre of product. Trial rates Were later modified 
by dropping the 6 lb. rating,. due to the expense, and the vine 
damage, by excessive leaching, and, finally, because on most 
soils the rate did not give a complete year of control. 

o Registered trade mark. 
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The 5 lb. rate gave the most economical control for the 
initial spray application, but unforhmately weed population 
seems to appear after six months, and booster spray is then 

. required at a 2 lb. an acre rating. 
The 6 lb. rate may hold the weed population a little longer 

than six months, hut a further spray will be required to com
plete the 12 months' cycle. In some cases, weed control broke 
down on heavier soil types and in heavier weed population. 

The suggested rates to use are an initial spray of 4 lb. of 
product to the broad acre; followed by a 2 lb. booster spray 
at six months intervals. To spray a 3-foot strip under the vines 
will cost a little more than £2 an acre of vines for material 
for the first year, and £1 odd in succeeding years. 

Diuron proved the most useful all round weedicide, 
although it showed some break-down towards grasses at the 
end of the summer season. Even this was much less than with 
other chemicals used. The most troublesome grasses to control 
during the harvest are Gentle Annie and Love Grass. These 
gave indication of chemical breakdown toward the end of 
the seasori. 

Simazine proved ineffective against practically all grasses 
at commercial rates, and only fairly effective on broad leaf 
weeds. 

Atrazine proved very effective on broad leaf weeds, but 
weak on sheath leaf grasses including rye, Love Grass and 
Gentle Annie. 

Monuron proved highly leachable in our trials and has 
caused damage. It seems to break down more quickly and 
be less effective than ·Diuron. 

Weedicide Timing. 

The best time to apply weedicide is as late as possible in 
the spring, so that an overall carry-over of material will control 
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will your 
goods arrive in 

new 
condition 

? 

TOP QUALITY 

APM CONTAINER MATERIALS 
Best dressed sells best. Often one brand outsells 
another because it arrives at the retail store in 
better condition. No shopkeeper likes to display 
damaged goods. That's why so many best-selling 
brands are protected by the top quality of APM 
container materials. Best dressed sells best. 

Manufacturers prefer APM top-quality products, 
because with Mills in every State, APM can offer 
continuity of supply, price stability and complete 
service. APM has grown with Australia, and is 
wholly owned by Australians. 

AUSTRALIAN PAPER MANUFACTURERS LIMITED 
CM6'231lP 
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early winter grasses until after vine leaf fall when the booster 
application is applied. 

The ideal would be'-
First spray application, October to early November, with 

the bo6ster spray in April. However, owing to heavy foliage, 
thk booster spray may have to be delayed until -May to early 
June. 

If this is the case, heavy germination of winter weeds may 
have taken place if the spring spray protection is breaking 
down. 

This germination of winter weeds is a real problem if th~ 
weedicide being used will not kill weeds that have germinated. 
For this reason where these winter weeds have germinated 
it is ncessary to cultivate and again prepare the undervine 
area for the weedicide spray~ or to use a type of weedicide 
which will kill these weeds. Materials that may be promising 
for this job are 2,4-D and Dalapon, or Amitrol. 

The ·Future. 

Trials of Simazine and Monuron have been discontinued, 
but other new chemical weedicides have been included to seek 
improvement in a more specific sterilant action on grasses and 
a greater reduction in price of applied chemical. 

Equipment. 

Spray pump pressure should be 35 lb. to the square inch, 
and application rate about 15 to 30 gallons a broad acre of 
spray. 

Good agitation is needed at. all times. 
Tee jets are a good type of jet to use. The jet size 8003 

has given a rate of 15 gal. of spray for a broad acre without 
undue drift at 35 lb. pressure to the square inch. On breezy 
days, 8006 size is best to avoid drift, although the water 
consumption is higher, 

Tee jets made under licence by R. P. Sewell Pty. Ltd., Mel
bourne, have been used in our research trials. These are 
supplied as 8006 or 8003 flat sprays fitted with double swivel 
adaptors. Hooded spray booms are being used. These lift up 
the vine canes above the spray jets in operation. Higher vine 
trellis is also an advantage. 

Calibration. 

Begin with a full tank and· set the pump for the required 
pressure, 35 lb. to the square inch. 

Operate the .sprayer over a distance of exactly 10 chains at 
a speed normally used when spraying. Mark the throttle notch 
and keep it in this notch when spraying. Refill the tank and 
carefully measure amount required. (G =gallons.) 

Tl1e output of the unit in gallons per acre is given by-

G X 66 
--'-..,---.._,-...,, e.g., 5 gallons used in 10 chains. 
Width of sprayed band 

Sprayed band width 3 feet. 
5 X 66 

Output = --- = 110 gallons a broad acre sprayed. 
3 

This amount will actually cover a distance of 220 chains 
x 3 ft. Travelling down and up one row of vines will give 
the 3 ft. band to be covered. 

Once the output to the· acre and the recommended rate an 
acre is known, the amount of weedicide to be added to the 
spray tank can be calculated. 

Recommendations, 
Growers are recommended to test this new method of un

dervine weed control on properties where they do not have a 
problem with perennial weeds such as couch grass and John
ston grass. 

The best material to try is Diuron. Initial application should 
be at the rate of 4 lb. to the acre followed by a booster 
spray of 2 lb. every six months. The spring spray should be 
applied in October and the autumn spray in May. Diuron 
costs 42/9 a lb.; Atrazine, 40/- a lb. 

The same issue carries more advice by Mr. Hawson on 

"Trouble Weeds of the 
Drying Ground" 

Caltrop. 
CommonlY known as puncture weed, Caltrop is an ever 

increasing problem around the drying ground. 
Amitrol and Diquat have both given effective control of 

this weed. Strengths to use are:-
"Weedazol 50"-l\1 (i.e., Amitrol): 5 lb. 'product an acre. 
Diquat: 4 pt. product an acre plus a spreader. 
Other materials have been used, but these are safer to 

apply. 
Kerosene is suitable, but the material cost is high .. 

Three Cornered Jack. 
All soil sterilants will control three cornered jack at 2 lb. 

product an acre and upwards, depending on soil type. The 
most successful in heavx jack germination was «Gesaprim"# 
(i.e., Atrazine) .4 lb. product an acre, or "Weedazol 50" (i.e., 
Amitrol) 5 lb. product an acre. 

Diquat or Paraquat 4 pt. an acre plus spreader will also 
control the weed after germination. 

o Registered trade mark. 

THE SCOURGE OF GUMMOSIS 
No one can deny that unless sonte effective remedy against Gummosis in Apricots is soon discovered the Apricot 

tree population in South Australia will virtually cease to exist. 
This alanning state of affairs was brought home forcibly when Mr. D. Trescowthick, of Angaston, presented a paper 

to The A.D.F.A. State Conference in South Australia last September. 
The paper was so revealing that it is printed in full. It was entitled, 

"Gummosis • m Apricots" 
"Its Threat to the Apricot Industry and the Need for More Research" 

The effects of Gummosis are alarming, and withoUt a shadow 
of a doubt, the Apricot industry in South Australia, as we 
know it, is doomed, and will become a thing of the past; 
unless a cure or effective measure for preventing its ravages is 
found. 

The disease has been with us a long time, but whilst in 
the early stages it was regarded as having nuisance value only, 
now its ravages are multiplying with increasing momentum. 
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More, much more, will have to be done if we are to save this 
valuable industry in the State. 

Tlris is the situation as it is in non-irrigated areas, and is 
the reason for the resolution on the Agenda, sponsored by the 
Angaston Branch of The A.D.F.A. And as far as the Branch 
members are concerned, it is regarded as a "last ditch" stand 
before the abandonment of Apricot growing. Indeed, some 
feel that it may be already too late. 
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L_est there be some fmni other areas who have not as yet 
experienced the damaging losses caused by Gummosis, let me 
say that the trouble with us was not as great yesterday as 
it is today; and with the discovery of the spread of air borne 
Gummosis, their tomorrows will be different from today. Now 
is the time for urgent action on their part as it is on ours. 

Importance of Apricots. 

In non-irrigated areas, fruit production bears a strict re
lationship to rainfall received. It is wise therefore, for growers 
to concentrate on the kinds of fruit that mature early, whilst 
there is still some moisture in the ground; thereby leaving 
the tree unburdened during the long hot summer months. 
The cultivation of the Apricot :fits these conditions perfectly, 
and there is no wonder that the Barossa at one stage was 
producing a large tonnage of Apricots. 

Tbe Apricot is easy to grow; it is by far the fl10st popular 
of the soft fruits, and has its own particular contribution to 
make in the diet and health of man. It is a hardy grower, 
a regular cropper, does well in a wide range of soils, and 
its diseases-with this one exception-are easily controlled 
by one, or at the most, two routine sprayings. Its fruit is 
eagerly sought by canners, jam and glace manufacturers, and 
is also in good demand in its dried form. 

Given control of Gummosis, there is hardly a limit to its 
production and the expansion of the industry. 

Apricot production is much too valuable to our district and 
State for us to passively permit its extermination through 
Gummosis. 

Just how bad is this growth of Gummosis and its effects? 
What is being done? How much more should be done? 

The following quotations tell the sad story: 
The first extract is from a report on Gummosis published 

in the S.A. Journal of Agriculture in August, 1938 (i.e., 24 
years ago). It was written by the late Mr. D. B. Adam of the 
Waite Institute, who said: 

"A careful study_ of the trees in a 20 year old orchard 
may reveal that half the trees show signs of the disease 
while in some areas the proportions may be much higher, 
and by the time the trees are 30, the Joss by death of 
individual branches, or of whole trees is often so great 
that the maintenance of the block becomes uneconomic. 
Gummosis is undoubtedly an important factor in determ
ining the economic life of the Apricot orchard in the 
non-irrigated areas of S.A." 

The second quotation is from a paper presented by myself 
(D. Trescowthick) at the Non-Irrigated Areas Agricultural 
Bureau Conference held in Tanunda in 1944. Here it is: 

«To determine the percentage of infections, I caused 
a count to be made of 100 trees planted in 1916 with 
this result:-

21 dead 
68 infected 

and 11 sound." 

Thirdly, from the S.A. Journal of Agriculture dated April, 
1952. It is from what I believe is the last official published 
report. It was written by Miss J. Grace and Dr. N. T. Flentje, 
after the death of Mr. D. B. Adam. 

'The Barossa district showed that among 10 year old 
trees, an average of 35% of the trees were infected, while 
in the 30 year old trees, 68% were infected. Clarendon 
and McLaren Flat were equally high while Mypolonga, 
Coonawarra, Clare and Wirrabara were only slightly 
lower. Along the River Murray between Waikerie and 
Renmark, infection was much lower. On an average in
fections. amounted to 23% in 30 year old trees." 

What of today' s infection and loss? 

T'o determine today's infections in the Barossa, the Angaston 
Branch caused a survey to be made of three mature orchards 
by a neutral observer, his terms of reference being to select 
three gardens which are still being worked, and to make a 
survey of 25 trees in a block in each. 
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The :>W'Vey B)lowed;-

Butt Limbs Limbs 
Site Dead Infections Clean Removed Intact Intact 

1 8 5 12 272 172 38.5% 
2 4 18 3 293 151 35.0% 
3 4 6 15 148 252 63.0% 

Summarising the above figures, this means that an average 
of only 44.6% of productivity remains. 

Mr. W. S. Smith, a retired orchardist of Angaston, who 
made the survey commented:-
"!. If a complete survey of all gardens were possible, I would 

without hesitation say that the percentage of trees and 
limbs affected would be much higher than the figures 
given in my survey. 

"2. I noticed quite a few gardens where the owners had 
ceased to work them, the disease having taken a com
plete toll." 

The effect on planting. 

In a report published in the last issue of the S.A. Journal 
of Agriculture dated September, 1962, Mr. W. E. Mount, who 
was dealing with the planting trends of canning fruits, had 
this to say:-

"In the non-irrigated areas, Apricots, Peaches and 
Pears show a decline in acreage since 1960, the greatest 
loss occurring in Apricots with 220 acres." 

In his summary Mr. Mount said:-
"The most significant trend is the decline in Apricot 

acreage in the non-irrigated areas. Gummosis is taking 
an increasing toll

1 
and new planting's cannot keeP pace 

with the wastage. • · 
A check on new plantings with a leading nursery showed 

that during the last 10 years their Barossa orders dropped 
from 3400 Apricot trees in 1951 to Jess than 500 in 1961 
and 1962. 

"Getting out" of the Industry. 

Twenty years ago, it was the pride and honour of a young 
fellow to learn the art of pruning and the growing of fruit. 
Today you cannot get a pruner for love nor money. The 
experience of Nuriootpa High School shows this, and indicates 
the trend in the industry. 1 

At that time, the entry into the Agricultural Class was 
such that the school planted 200 Apricot trees, and half that 
number of Peaches and Prunes, in an endeavour to cope 
With the demand for training in their care. Today that demand 
has lessened to a trickle, with the result that this year the 
school has been forced to lease the orchard. 

As a further example of the declining interest in the in
dustry, I would cite the case of this family. Of four sons, 
two have been hrevocably lost_ to the Industry. One of these 
had his own orchard, but some years ago saw the writing 
on the wall and sold out. The other two are still in the 
Industry, but are just tolerating it, as during the last three 
years both ha.ve bought themselves into other rural pursuits. 

Summarising the present position in the Barossa, therefore, 
the ravages of the Apricot tree disease Gummosis, are so 
great, that in the forseeable future the Apricot industry could 
cease to exist. As I have stated before, this could happen 
within a decade---:-unless research can :find a solution. 

What has been, and is being done, on Gummosis research 

We recognize and appreciate, that over the years a great 
amount of research has been done, mainly by the S.A. Depart
ment of Agriculture, the Waite Institute, and for a period by 
the C.S.I.R.O. I cannot speak too highly of the work done by 
the officers- of these organisations. 

Investigations, study and research starting in 1930 with 
the first field trial have been followed up over the years by 
much other work. A tremendous amount of information has 
accumulated, without, however, up to the present, gaining 
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the required result. But it has proved,. ovet." ·and over again, 
that if you make any wound on an Apricot tree, by pruning 
or otherwise, there is a big danger of infection. Consequently 
some growers have left their trees unpruned. This, however, 
has its complications. 

Mature trees left unpruned will show up infections up to 
6 to 8 years later. Young trees unpruned from the beginning 
also present problems, as they become unwieldly for spraying, 
cultivation and picking. This applies to mature trees as well. 
The problem of lack of moisture for the greatly increased 
bearing surface is evident, and even should such trees become 
infection free, only a very limited area of the best type of 
soil could be used for the purpose. 

We record here too, that there are growers who have 
become despondent, and who have, especially in later years, 
not followed the recommendations that h:we been made. 
Instead they simply gather as much fruit as possible whilst 
their trees are still alive. 

This then, is the position in which the Apricot industry 
is at present. 

Action by The A.D.F .A. 

At the direction of our 1952 Conference, a deputation 
waited on the Minister of Agriculture seeking appo~ntrnent 
of a full time officer for research on Gummosis. The favour
able reply encouraged men in the Industry to anticipate a 
major break-through on the problem. But for some reason 
the appointment was terminated, with little if any, informa
tion regarding the termination to this Conference or to 
growers. 

You will remember too, that at the 1961 Conference, only 
last year at Angaston, a resolution was passed urging the 
authorities to continue and intensify investigations into Gum
mosis. 

In a reply from the Waite !institute, dated 18th December, 
1961, it was stated:-

"Dr. Flentje has, with the District Horticultural ad
visers, visited properties where these· control measures are 
being effectively practised and in each case the growers 
are satisfied that the modified pruning system and the 
protection of pruning wounds has greatly reduced the 
number of infections and allowed them to remove any 
infected branches before the disease has become serious. 
In short the control measures effectively carried out are 
preventing serious economic loss". 

While agreeing that the modified system is better than the 
orthodox method, it cannot be agreed that it prevents serious 
economic loss. Too many BarosSa examples prove otherwise. 

Adequate positive action is needed now. 

Australia is growing, seeking to expand production and 
overseas trade, and the emphasis is on lower production costs. 
Yet it seems that research on this problem of Gummosis that 
is threatening the very existence oL the Apricot industry has 
been reduced to an incidental duty of Agricultural Department 
officers, lost amongst their many functions. Are we fiddling 

while· Rome· bufns; simply- letting a· di.se~e w·ipe out a valuable 
food industry? · 

Does not this situation call for immediate action by all 
concerned? By The A.D.F.A. on behalf of growers, and the 
Government bodies involved in research? For consultation of 
growers with researchers, and an all-Out action by full ti.rn.e 
experts with adequate finance? · 

The resolution. 

Our Branch is asking this Conference to initiate such action 
by carrying the resolution, so that it will go before the Board 
of Management for compelling action to obtain more personnel 
and funds for more intensive research. 

We feel that research-concentrated and determined-con
sistently followed up and applied, has attained great achieve
ments, and that it can continue to do so-even in regard to 
Gummosis. --That is our Barossa problem today, and every 
Apricot grower's problem in the years ahead unless e~ectively 
tackled now. 

We ask you, the Conference, and through your agreement, 
the Board of Management, to help save South Australia's 
Apricot industry. 

On behalf of my Branch, I move the resolution as on the 
Agenda. 

The following resolution was unanimously passed-
"That the spread of Gum~osis in the Barossa Valley and 

other Apricot producing areas of South Australia has now 
become so alarming that unless more funds are allocated 
for an intensification of research o_perations, the Apricot 
industry would appear to be doomed to extinction. In view 
of this it is requested that strong representations be made 
by the Board of Management to the appropriate authority 
for an allocation of more personnel and funds for more 
intensive research into the prevention of Gummosis'', 

and through the Board of Management was forwarded to the 
South Australian Minister of Agriculture (l-Ion. D. N. Brook
man), with the request that he receive for interview two of 
its members, Messrs. R. M. Simes, M.B.E., and R. F. Trott, 
so that the need for more intensive research could be dis
cussed and emphasised in greater detail. 

This interview took place on November 7, and at a Board 
meeting the following week the Chairman and Mr. Trott 
reported that the dangers of Gummosis were appreciated by the 
Minister and the Director of Agriculture, and that the Director 
would provide The A.D.F.A. with a report on research plans 
and their likely cost. 

In mid-January a letter from the Department was received 
intimating that proposals had been held over pending the 
return from overseas of Dr. Flentje, Officer-in-Charge, Plant 
Pathology section. It was expected that details would be 
available towards the end of January, but despite a further 
enquiry by Head Office nothing further has so far been 
received. 

In the meantime the Apricot tree population continues to 
suffer and so do the fortunes Of growers. 

VINES UNDER SPRAYS 
by Mr. E. G. Biggs, D.D.A., Orchard Supervisor, Mildura. 

(Re-printed, with full acknowledgment, from "Mallee Horticulture Digesf'-January-March, 1963.) 

Ten years ago, the thought of sprinkler irrigation for vines 
seemed ridiculous. Today, many hundreds of acres are being 
grown successfully under spray irrigation in the Murray Valley. 

It was initially thought that spray irrigation would encour
age diseases such as black sPot and downy mildew, and that 
the damage caused by the diseases would spoil the crop. If 
the crop was not spoilt by disease, it was claimed that the 
water from the sprays would split the grapes like rain does, 
and so cause losses. 

We know that these ideas were wrong. 
I 
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Spray irrigation is quite different from rain. Rain is always 
associated with other weather conditions, such as cold or 
humidity, and these conditions·nearly always come before and 
follow rain. 

These are are ideal conditions for disease and fruit damage. 
With sprink,lers, the water is generally applied during fine 
weather; the vines dry quickly when the sprinklers are stop
ped, and the weather following does not favor disease or 
fruit damage. 

In practice we have found that a normal spray programme as 
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recommended by tht3- Victorian Department of Agriculture•s 
spray schedule will keep vines free from disease. 

As regards rain damage, grapes such as Sultanas, do not 
split and are not damaged even by rain until the Baume 
reaches about 9 deg. Hence, even if sprinklers caused damage, 
it -would be possible to apply the. last pre-harvest irrigation 
when the grapes reached a Baume of 9 deg. much the same 
as is now practised with furrow irrigation. 

This techniq~e would completely eliminate any chance of 
damage. Our, observations on some areas that have been spray 
irrigated for a number of years are that this special irrigation 
technique is not necessary. 

We have seen Sultanas irrigated without damage when fruit 
was fully mature, and it almost looks as though the use of 
sprinklers toughens the berry skin slightly. This could even 
be an advantage in making fruit less Hable to rain damage. , 

Sprinklers enable a mote·efficient Use-and greafer·freqtl'ency 
of irrigation. This· has increased vigor- aild cropping of vines 
markedly. 

The big disadvantage which will restrict the widespread use 
of sprinklers for vines, is the initial cost-about £200 an acre. 

Despite this very large cost, the area of vines under spray 
h tigation in the Murray Valley is increasing. The ability to 
efficiently water steep sandy slopes; the reduction in labor 
costs for irrigation; the reduced number of cultivations neces
sary; and the reduced load on drainage systems, are all good 
reasons' for this increa·se. 

We forecast that this trend will continue; and expect to 
see some of the steeper sandy slopes of Red Cliffs being 
watered by sprinlders in the near future. 

AN INSECTARY AT LAST 
The latter half of 1962 saw the visionary proposals of 

earlier years become reality for acting on a request of the 
Mildura District Council A.D.F.A. a number of conferences 
between representatives of the Dried Fruits and Citrus in
dustries took place with officers of the Victorian Department 
at Agriculture followed by an interview with the Minister. 

At a meeting between the Board of Management and the 
Mildura & District Citrus Co-operative Association in July 
the following important points were accepted as a basis for 
establishment:-

The establishment of an insectary must be regarded on a 
Federal basis and not on a State level. 

Establishment was an Industry matter, but control and 
activity must necessarily be by the State. 

Financial assistance must be sought from Citrus interests 
outside Mildura, from other grape interests besides Dried 
Fruits, and from the Commonwealth Government seeing 
that the benefits of the insectary would be enjoyed by 
growers in all States. 

Being an Indushy matter the Export Control Board must 
be invited to participate as an .interested party. 

Pending approval to other interests to contribute and any 
consent by" the Commonwealth Government to make a 
grant funds be made available as follows, subject, so far 
as The A.D.F.A .. was concerned, to confirmation by 
Federal Council 1962:-

~--, 

A.D.F.A. 
Mildura Citrus 

Initial 
Contribution 

£12,000 
3,000 

£15,000 

Further 
Contribution 

£8,000 
2,000 

£10,000 

The foregoing was subject to discussions with officials of · 
the Victorian Department of Agriculture as to the value and 
soundness of th~ insectary to growers; the proposed pro
gramme and scope of the research activities; and how, and 
when, contributions would be required by the Department. 

Satisfaction on these points was conveyed in writing by 
the Department and is stated as follows:-

The aim will be to establish by laboratorY and :field work 
the most economic pest conh'ol measures, using chemical, 
biological or integrated programmes. 

The selection of control measures depends upon a detailed 
knowledge of the life histories and habits of pests and their 
parasites and predators under various conditions. This know
ledge can be gained only by work in controlled conditions, 

The proposed plan of work is to investigate the factors 
causing a build up of pests and their control, with particular 
reference to those following:-
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Citrus Pests 
Red and othei- Scales. 

Biological Conh·ol. To study why this method sometimes 
fails and sometimes succeeds, and what are its limitations. 
To continue the breeding of parasites. 

Chemical conh·ol. To carry out :field trials of new and exist
ing chemicals to improve timing and con!=tol. 

Vines 
Mealy-bug. To develop satisfactory control measures (re

sults of this work will be applied to the mealy-bug citrus 
problem). 

Bunch and other mites; Light Brown Apple Moth. To in
vestigate the status of these pests and appropriate control 
measures. 

Pests of Dried Fruit 
To carry out investigations to determine the extent to 

which attack starts on the drying racks or in the packing 
sheds, and to make recommendations to improve control 
measures. 

The work programme will be modified if necessary. Changes 
will be caused by the result of work, the relative importance 
of different problems as indicated by field observations and 
discussions with growers' organisations, and developments 
elsewhere which may affect the vine and citrus crops. 

The required controlled conditions can be provided in an 
insectary consisting of a Glasshouse and Headhouse in both 
of which temperature and relative humidity would be con
trolled. 

The insectary would include facilities for growing host 
plants, rearing insects and space for experiments. Also room 
for assistants a:nd a visiting or resident Plant Pathologist, 
and two rooms for breeding parasites. Such an insectary would 
also permit work to continue throughout the year. 

T'he results of the work Will, in accordance with Depart
mental policy, be fully available and, when suitable, will be 
published in scientific journals. 

Federal CoWlcil's Resolution 
"That this Federal Council, recognising the need for 
specialist service in the control of various insect J?ests in 
the fruit areas, expresses its satisfaction that the proposals 
for the establishment of an insectary on a Federal basis 
have become a reallty. , 
«Federal Council approves the action of the Board of' 
Management in advising the Victorian Govemment that 
The Australian Dried Fruits Association would financial
ly contribute towards the establishment of an insectary 
on a Federal basis and authorises an amount up to 
£20,000 to be paid from the Association's reserves as, 
and when, required. 
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"Cow1cil ex:p1·es.ses its appreciation to the Mildura Dis-trict 
Citrus Marketing Association for its financial support to 
the extent of £5000. 
"While the total financial requirement to establish an 
insectary has been underwritten. by The Australian Dried 
Fruits Association and the Mildura Citrus interests the 
Board of Management is empowered not only to approach 
allied primary industries to contribute, but to seek a 
special grant on a £ for £ basis from the Commonwealth 
Government on the understanding that all such financial 
assistance shall proportionately reduce the amount al
ready guaranteed by The Australian Dried Fruits Asso
ciation and the Mildura Citrus Marketing Association." 

In respect to seeking a grant from the Commonwealth 
Government this was left in the hailds -of the Board Chairman 
and Mr. S. Lancaster; a member of the Export Control Board, 
when they made an early visit to Canberra. 

Confirmation to Department 
In a confirming letter to the Department of Primary In

dustry seeking a £ for £ financial grant. The A.D.F.A. 
emphasised the value to the Industry of an insectary and drew 
notice to a mcent development of considerable interest for, 
from the initial investigations by the Victorian Entomologist 
who will be in charge of the insectary, there is the distinct 
possibility that ways and means of combating infestation in 
Dried Fruits can be evolved and applied to drying, processing 
and packing. If this aspect can be successfully followed through 
the advantage to the Industry as a whole,- both in respect 
to sales in the Commonwealth and overseas, will be of im
mense benefit. Work of this kind through an insectary based 
in a growing and packing district would provide opportunities 
for experimentation which could be advantageously linked 
with the present work being undertaken by Mr. Bailey of the 
Department of Primary Indusb·y and Dr. Page in Britain. 

The Industry's request for financial assistance is to be con
sidered by the Australian Agricultural Council. 

Financial contributions 
From the following allied growers' interests grants are being 

sought:-
Citrus in South Australia and, possibly, in New South 

Wales. 
Fresh and wine grape growers in Victoria, South Aus

tnllia ·and New South Wales. 
Canning fruit growers in Victoria: and South Australia. 

The Federal and Mildura Wine Grape Growers' Councils 
have already promised support. 

Plans for the building have been prepared and it is now a 
matter of getting under way. 1here are, however, some con
struction problems associated with a building of this type 
which have first to be overcome. In the meantime, Mr. Schurr, 
the Entomologist, is active in many aspects of his field re
search. 

Coot of the Insectary 

The Victorian Deparbnent of Agriculture bas provided the 
following estimates:-

Capital expenses. 

Transport:-Land Rover, with Spray Unit and tray 
Insectary equipment: Apparatus, Balances, Glassware, 

Chemicals, Miscellaneous 
Reference books and publications .. 

Tools-Wood working and metal .. 
Microscopes (dissecting and accessories) 
Spraying equipment (special, precision) .. 
Miscellaneous thermometers, humidistats, ~. 

thermographs, hygrographs .. 
Cabinets for insect specimens, slides, etc. 
Cabinet , . . , . . . . . . 

Furniture (Table, chairs, filling cabinets, 
typewriters, etc.) . . . . 

Recurring Annual" Expenses. 
Salaries, etc. (excluding professional officers) 

£ 
300 
350 
400 

450 
350 
150 

£ 
Field Officer 900 
Laboratory Assistant 800 
Personal Expenses 200 
Miscellaneous Labour 200 

Running Costs 
Electricity (Heating and light schedule 

A & C option 2) . . . . 
Gas (bottled and cylinder rent) . . . . 
Telephone (+ fire alarm £70 p.a. approx.) 
Glassware, chemicals, 'insecticides, photo-

graphy, maintenance of equipment .. 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . 

Transport 

1,500 
50 

170 

250 
200 

Vehicle depreciation (1 vehicle) . . 150 
Running costs-official vehicle . . . • 160 
Car mileage (private car-Entomologist 

-official purposes) for 3000 miles 
@ 1/- mile . . 150 

Conpensation for control plots-growers' properties 
Stationery and postage 
Petty cash . . . . 
Library accession . . . . 

£ 
1,800 

1,000 
100 

2,000 

200 

£5,100 

£ 

2,100 

2,170 

460 
300 

75 
50 
50 

£5,205 

WHITE CENTRES IN DRIED APRICOTS 
Food Technical Report 62/25, by Mr. D. McBEAN, of Division of Food Preservation, C.S.I.R.O. 

Introduction 

The problem of white centres in the pit cavities of dried 
Apricots was raised by The A.D.F.A. following consumer 
complaints. Apparently some users mistook the white areas 
as evidence of microbial growth. 

The problem was discussed with Dried Fruit Industry repre
sentatives at Berri in January, 1962, to obtain their views 
on the magnitude of the problem and possible reasons for 
its occurrence. 

Opinions were divided concerning occurrence of the defect. 
Some growers thought it was increasing while others thought 
it was decreasing. However, the Dried Fruits inspector believed 
it is present every year but the extent is variable. This view 
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was shared by some growers who have been drying Apricots 
for many years and is probably the correct one. 

It seemed that the Trevatt variety was more susceptible than 
Moorpark, while it occurred more frequently in fruit grown 
on sandy soils than in that from heavier types. The view was 
also expreSsed that it occurred when fruit was dried just 
after a hot, dry spell, 

A small trial was done at Berri to try to prevent the occur
rence of white centres. 

Fresh Fruit Observations. 

Moorpark Apricots grown on the Experimental Orchard 
at Berri were used for this trial. Careful inspection of cut 
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fruit after pits had been removed resulted in the .following 
observations. ' 

Halves likely to show white centres could be selected im
mediately after cutting. Upstanding, columnar-like groups 
of cells occurred in some areas _and these were subsequently 
shown to be the ones which dried_ white. 

These areas were- more prevalent in less mature fruit. 
Subsequently it became apparent that few slabs ever showed 
severe white centres. 

White centres did not appear in fruit in which the pit 
cavity had started to break down. 
. Whiteness did not appear where the pit actually touched 

the surface of the cavity. 

explain why white centre is more prevalent in fruits from 
light soil areas, According to growers, Trevatts often suffer 
a period of high temperature near the end of their life on 
the tree which might explain their susceptibility to white 
centres. This could, however, be a varietal characteristic. An 
exposed position on the tree might place fruit under greater 
stress than those in a sheltered place and make them more 
susceptible to the defect. 

White centres have not been observed in non-irrigated 
Apricots handled by the Division of Food Preservation over 
a number of_ years. In these, the pit is usually tightly held 
in the cavity. The defect is not observed either in Peaches 
or Nectarines which have furrowed stones which do not pull 
away from the flesh. 

TABLE 1. 

Sulphur Dioxide Fresh 

Treatment WWB Solids D.W.B. 
ppm % ppm 

Control 6,580 i9.45 33,830 
Water spr3.yed ' 

·before sulphured 5,968 19.78 30,172 
Rubbed with pit 6,467 18.72 34,546 

In most irrigated Apricots, the size of the pit cavi9' is 
often much larger than the pit itself. 

Processing Details. 

Three samples were sulphured and sun-dried. Details are 
shown in Table 1. Sulphuring was done in the experimental 
box using sulphur dioxide -from a cylinder. Exposure time 
was 6 hours with an average sulphur dioxide concentration 
of 2.1 per cent. Temperature during sulphuri:rig averaged 
93°F. As the weather was wet, fruit was held in the box 
overnight at a low sulphur dioxide level and then put out 
to dry next morning. 

Results. 

In the control sample, more mature halves. in which the 
cavities filled with liquid during sulphuring did not show 
white areas. Halves which half-filled often had white areas 
above the liquid level. Less mature fruits which· did not 
"juice" during sulphuring tended to show most white centres. 
The defect became apparent within 30 minutes of being put 
out to dry .. No white centres appeared in the water sprayed 
or rubbed fruits. 

Tests in the laboratory showed that white centre was not 
due to microbial activity nor to the concentration of soluble 
solutes such as sugars or acids within the cavity. 

Microscopic examination of dried samples by a histologist 
suggested that the whiteness was due chiefly to cellulose and 
was probably due to collapsed cell walls. 

Discussion. 

It appears likely that the observations and results ansmg 
from a brief investigation of white centres in dried Apricots 
might be explained by desiccation of cells lining the pit cavity 
while fruit is still on the tree. Irrigation, and particularly the 
last application l;>efore fruit matures, causes "plumping" of 
the flesh. If the tree is now subjected to severe heat stress 
caused by a series of hot, dry days, water loss from the fruit 
causes flesh thickness to shrink putting it away from the pit 
and leaving the pit cavity enlarged. As the flesh layer around 
the stem is fairly thin, water loss could occur from the central 
cavity resulting in the desiccation of some cells producing 
the fibrous structure observed in som'e fruit. This fibrous 
laYer dried to produce the White· areas in the pit ca~ity. Cells, 
where the pit touches the cavity are protected and no whiten
ing was observed at thOse spots. 

. Because of faster water loss from sandy soils, trees may 
be subjected to more seve_re heat strCss than those grown on 
heavier soils with gr~ater water holding capacity. This might 
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Sulphur Dioxide Dry 

WWB Moisture D.W.B. S.R. 
ppm % ppm 

3,546 12.89 4,071 0.120 

3,361 12.79 3,854 0.128 
3,690 13.13 4,248 0.123 

Reconstitution of these cells in the cavity usually prevents 
the appearance of white centres. Liquid to reconstitute can 
arise from plasmolysis due to over-ripeness or juicing during 
sulphuring. Spraying with water, so as to fill the cups, either 
before or after sulphuring _prevents the appearance of white 
centres. 

Conclusions. 

White centres in dried Apricots may be due to degradativc 
changes to certain cells in the pit cavity possibly caused by 
heat stress and water Joss. Histological techniques to check 
this hypothesis might be considered. The most practical means 
of preventing the defect was spraying of sulphured fruit 
with water to fill the cups immediate_ly on putting fruit out 
to dry. Such a treatment would not affect fruit quality under 
good drying conditions. 

PACKING HOUSE FOR RESEARCH 
The Victorian Minister for Agriculture has authOrised the 

Nyah-Woorinen Enquiry Committee to proceed with the 
erection of a fruit packing shed on the Committee's Research 
Farm 38H. 

The building is estimated to cost over £500. 

SUlPHURING OF DRIED 
TREE FRUITS 

Consideration has been given by the Board of Management 
and The A.D.F.A. Tree Fruit's Committee to various reports 
forwarded by the Division of Food Preservation, C.SJ.R.O. 
and to an explanatory covering letter from Mr. McBean of th~ 
Division. In appreciating the value of these reports the Tree 
Fruits Committee feels they are· still inconclusive, but are 
a good foundation for further work. Accordingly, C.S.I.R.O. 
has been asked to give details of the further experiments 
which Mr. McBean has suggested should be carrie9- out. 

PUBLICATION OF BUD COUNT 
The Commonwealth Research StatiOn, Merbein, will, in 

future, give details to local newspapers for information to 
growers and figures will be sent to A.D.F.A. Head Office -for 
general circularisation . 

It is anticipated that this method will ensure that details 
issued by the Station will not be interpreted in a commercial 
sense, 
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light Brown Apple Moth 
(From the 1962 Annual Report of the Nyah~~'oorinen Enquiry Committee.) 

The following review of investigations and report, 1961-62; 
was provided by Mr. C. ]. R. Johnston, Senior Entomologist, 
Plant Research Laboratory, Victorian Department of Agri
Clilture -

In this series of trials, flights of the moth have been re
gistered weekly by the use of lure pots since October, 1959. 
Catches toh1lled monthly are shown in Table I. Records .aim 
to discover some habits of the mOth, also the nature of the 
correlations existing between the numbers caught in a given 
situation with such other features as variety of grape, proxi
mity of alternative host feeding plants, rainfall in particular 
months, also between numbers caught and burich infestation 
of the trapp_ed area, or of the district in general At Beverford 
the number of moths caught in sultanas usually exceeds that 
trapped in Waltham vines (sec Fig. 1). 

T bl I Sh • e . owmg:-

·~ rrm Monthly Catch in WALTIIAMS 

·~ 
" , , SULTANAS 

SEASON 1961-62 ONLY 
3 1- 1-

• 
F= F= F "' t= t:: f= -

I= 
2 I= F= ~ I= ~ I= = 1- 1-

f::: Ill~ am 0 I= 
J ULIJ fl U6 ~f.l'T OCT NOV DC.C JRN FE.B MAR AP MA'/UUNE 

19bl ~ .. 
A harvest-time survey of the 1958-59 crop and of insecticidal 

trials in 1959-60 may be covered by the observation that some 
growers were spraying more often than desirable for economy, 
whilst others were suffering too much apple moth attack 
after having sprayed several times. The 1959-60 trial showed 
that insecticide need not be apPlied when the .moth counts 
are low (sec Table 1}. 

In the 1960-61 season moth numbers each month increased 
two- and three-fold over 1959-60 and caused some concern. 
However, inspection of the vines showed virtual absence of 
egg masses and very light bunch or vine tip infestation, i.e., 
less than .five per 100 bunches. This year again, the with
holding of insecticide in sprays, applied against fungi, "paid 
off", and district infestation like the trial plots, was insigni
ficant economically. 

Moth Counts in 1961-62 from October to January were 
lower than in 1960-61, but peaked in February and rema_ined 
higher than in previous years until May. However, bunch 
infestation was again low, although higher on unsprayed plots 
than on those sprayed. District infestation was low and no 
loss from the -moth was reported for sprayed or unsprayed 
properties. 

In July 1962 two vines in unsprayed plots showed 20 per 
cent. of the bpnches to carry signs of infestation. These also 
had been high in the December countS, but when 100 bunches 
per plot were examined on each of the five randomised re
plicate plots the average infestation was less than five per 
cent. Where one only TDE. spray had been applied 14 bunch~s 
of 500 examined or 2.8 per cent., showed webbing and signs 
of larval feeding. Two sprays reduced the infestation to 1.4 
per cent. (see Table II). 

None of these sprays was considered to have been neces
sary in the past season, although it is realised that a nnmbeJ 
of growers will prefer to use TDE as an insurance added to 
either November or December fungicidal sprays. 

Replicated Insecticide Trials conducted in 1961-62 aimed 
to show what advantage might be gained by spraying routinely 
or by lure pot guidance and inspection of vines for eggs or 
larval infestation. Five treahnents; five replicates. 

Percentages are based on the examination of 500 bunches 
per treatment. (E. Ray, Beverford). 
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TABLE II. 
BUNCH INFESTATION OF SULTANAS AT 20/2/62 

No. Kind Oct. Nov. Dec. % 
I TDE Nil 23 18 1.4 
2 Lead Ar. 26 23 18 2.9 
3 Gusathion Nil 23 18 2.6 
4 TDE Nil 23 Nil 2.8 
5 No Insecticide * * * 4.9 
* Fungicidal Sprays Only. 

Bunch infestation did not cause significant commercial loss 
on any nnspraycd or other plots. 

Wa,ftham Cross Variety 
1his trial as planned, intended a comparison of Gusathion 

versus Sevin with an equal riumber of vines given fungicides 
only. However, a basic spray of fungicide plus TDE was 
applied once, but .-no further insecticide application was 
judged to have been necessary. Moth counts from lures were 
higher than in 1960 but there was an extremely low incidence 
of bunch infestation 'by larvae. 

Conclusion. 
The effect of adding _insecticides to all or any fungicidal 

spray on Mr. Ray's property in the last three seasons is con
sidered to have been of little or no value. Repeated applica
tions of TDE are possibly injurious by destroying many 
natural enemies of the moth. 

Recommendations. 
Sprays·of TDE are recommended when larvae or unpara

sitised eggs are observed on the vines. The number of larvae 
present should be determined by examination of at least 100 
bunches at several points over the vineyard. 

Acknowledgments. 
Mr. J. Bail's. consistent attention to lures and assistance 

with .bnnch counts, and Mr. E. Ray's co-'operation in applica
tion of spray schedules are appreciated. 

WALTHAM CROSS STRAIN TRIAL 
(From the 1962 Annual Report of the Nyah-Woorinen 

Enquiry Committee.) 
Five Waltham Cross Strains, being vines of J?articular fruit

ing characteristics (chicken incidence per cent.) were planted 
out at Kangaroo Lake 12 years ago. The strains are known as 
Marvell, Cottman, Berry, Lowe and Peel, the names designat
ing the properties from which these strains were propagated. 

Annual ha~vest records_ have been taken for several years 
with particular reference to the percentage of chicken pro'
duced by each strain. It is apparent from this trial that there 
is a certain inherent capacity for chicken production in any 
particular vine, vines showing roughly the same relative pro
portions of chicken year after year. 

Thus the strains may be classified acco,rding to least chicken 
incidence as follows: Lowe, Peel, Cottman, Marvell and Berry. 

The value of this trial is that it points out the necessity to 
propagate cuttings from vines which are known to producp. 
good quality-low chicken crops. 

Waltham Cross Hen and Chicken Trial 
Detailed work on this problem has been started, and certain 

definite advances have been made duri,ng the first year's work. 
Types of chicken have been classified, and experimentally 

demonstrated. A definite positive correlation between adverse 
weather conditions and chicken incidence has been established. 
Several side effects of value have been studied, which 'include 
the Cap Fall.phenomenon, role of-thrips. Pollen Germination 
Studies and the· advantages of Boron applications. Several 
trials are planned for the coming season and progress will be 
duly reported. 

-(Contributed by Mr. Ruppert Russell, 
Assistant Horticultural Research Officer, 
Victorian Department of Agriculture.} 
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SULTANA MATURITY STUDIES 
A report from The A.D.F.A. Production Problems Com

mittee says that observations in the Berri-Barmera area in 
South Australia by C. M. Cooper over the period 1953-58 
and from 1958-62 have shown that there is considerable season 
to season variation in the maximum Baum6 level of Sultarias. 

This variation in maximum Baume level has an important 
bearing on the optimum date of harvesting of Sultanas for 
drying. Harvesting before maximum sugar levels are reached 
may lead to the production of a poor quality "pinched" type _ 
of dried · Sultana. On the other hand, however, because of 
late harvesting there is a greater possibility of encountering 
poorer drying weather with consequent danger of mould 
losses, poorer quality, and increased dehydration charges, 
leading to lower net returns tO the grower, 

The optimum time for commencement of harvest for Sul
tanas for drying has been found to occur from about the 
second to the third week in February. During this period, 
the increase in the Baume level begins to slacken off and 
this is the optin\um point at which to commence harvest: 
Once this stage is reached, any delay in harvesting to gain 
extra sugar, rimst be offset agaittst an increasing possibility 
of encountering bad drying weather. 

The actual point at which the Baume level begins to slacken 
varies with the season. In seasons of highest sugar levels 
the slackening off point in the Baume curve usually comes 
about a week earlier than in seasons of lowest sugar levels. 

It has been found in practice that actual optimum maturity 
dates can be predicted fairly accurately by watching the 
Baume rise during January. High sugar levels in mid-January 
of the order of 7-8° Baume usually indicate that maturity 
may be reached by mid-February whereas low levels in mid
January of 5-6° Baume indicate that maturity may be-reached 
about the third week in February. 

A further point which should be made is that low early 
Baumes indicate a lower peak Baume at maturity. Conversely, 
higher peak sugar levels are reached in seasons when early 
sugar ·levels are high. Because of this, in seasons of low sugar 
content the shortness of the drying season makes it impractic
able to wait for a sugar level of 11° .Baume to be reached. 

For example, in 1953 thi:o; level was not reached until 7th 
March. On the other, hand, in seasons of high sugar level, 
12° Baume may be reached before harvesting begins. 

Examination of climatological datu for Berri over 30 year 
period indicates that from mid-February to mid-March there 
is an average of 21 days over 80 deg. F. suitable for satis
factory drying, whereas in the month from mid-March there 
is only on average of 17 drying days. The best period for 
drying Sultanas is therefore from mid-February to mid-March. 

The monthly averages of rainfall for the 30 year period at 
Berri are: December, 70 points; January, 70 points; February, 
84 points; March, 52 points; April, 64 points. 

The maturity studies upon which these observations are 
based were carried out by C. M. Cooper at Berri and Barmera 
as follows:-

Two typical blocks of Sultanas were selected, one in Berri 
and one in Barmera. Each block was selected for testing. 
The soil types represented were 100 vines on Renmark sandy 
loam and Nookampka· sandy loam, both recognised as good 
vine soils. 

Samplings were taken weekly beginning 15th January in 
each year from selected vines on each site. Care was taken 
to obtain properly randomised samples by picking twiglets 
from bunches on various parts of the vine, as well as from 
bunches in surilight and in shade. The twiglet samples from 
bunches were also taken from tops of bunches, shoulders of 
bunches and bottoms of bunches. All. berries were cooled to 
68 deg. and tested with a standard pocket refractometer, 
Samplings were restricted to tlfe two original properties until 
1958. 

From 1958 to 1962 testing has continued on three separate 
properties on three different soil types, viz., Barmera sandy 
loam, Boolanark clay loam and Berri sand. The results of 
previous maturity testing have served only to confirm the 
earlier observations. While there is some variation in maturity 
levels between soil types, the same general pattern of maturity 
levels still exists. It is possible each year to predict a calendar 
date at which opthnum maturity is reached and when harvest
ing should commence, 

SISALKRAFT 
New Ground Sheet for Fruit 

Drying has Plastic Coating 
An improved Sisalkraft ground sheet for drying fruit which "OUr Research and Development department has made 

is expected to be much more durable than previous types every endeavour to improve our product quality and to meet 
was available through packing sheds in January. the Industry's special needs. , 

The new material has a .0015 in. polyethylene coating "In recent years we have been able to introduce several 
underneath and a high wet strength kraft layer on top. improvements, hut the latest is by far the most significant, 

Mr. H. V. Poole, Victorian manager of Australian Sisalkraft 
Pty. Ltd., said the polyethylene would protect the sheet 
from moisture from the ground when the grapes were laid 
on it. This moisture was a major cause of deterioration .in the 
ground sheet. 

The high wet strength kraft upper surface also would give 
the top of the sheet resistance to moisture penetration, parti
cularly from dew, and thus would minimise another cause of 
deterioration. 

Mr. Poole said the 'Polyethylene coating was tough yet 
flexible and would give the sheet improved handling 
qualities. 

Dew would not penetrate the polyethylene where the sides 
of the ground sheet had to be turned over the fruit at night. 

·"Dew and even rain will simply run off," Mr. Poole said. 

"We have always :been conscious of our responsibility to 
the Dried Fruit Industry which uses our ground sheet almost 
exclusively. 
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because we expect it to give the sheets greatly extended life. 
"This iS a small but important contribution to the Industry 

because it comes at a time when growers are faced with 
Common Market uncertainties. 

"The new ground sheets are one of the first products of 
some of the world's most advanced polyethylene extrusion 
coating and laminating equipment recently installed at the 
Australian Sisalkraffs factory at Homebush, N.S.W. 

"This equipment, costing £200,000, is the only type .in 
Australia capable of producing a 72 in. wide laminate of 
polyethylene to kraft.' 

Mr. Poole added that the glass fibre edge reinforcement 
would be retained in the new sheets to give additional harid
ling strength. 

Trouble with Sisalkraft in Windy Weather. 

Mr. J. N. Bail, Swan Hill Orchard Supervisor, Victorian 
Department of Agriculture, writing in "Mallee Horticulture 
Digest" (January-March, 1963) says that most growers have 
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SISALKRAFT INTRODUCES 
PLASTIC COATED GROUND SHEff 

FOR FRUIT DRYING 
MOISTURE-PROOF .•.•..• TEAR-RESISTANT 

Now available! An improved, more durable SISALKRAFT ground 
sheet containing a .0015 polyethylene coating underneath and high wet 
strength layer of Kraft on top. This polyethylene coating protects the 
sheet from moisture from the ground, a major cause of deterioration, 
when the grapes are laid on it. The high wet strength Kraft makes· the 
top of the sheet resistant to both moisture and dew. Dew and rain 
simply run off the polyethylene when the sides of the grou·nd sheet 
have been turned over at night. 
Glass fibre edge reinforcement is retained in the new ground sh.;.i~ts to 
give extra handling strength. 

PROTECT YOUR FRUIT WITH SISALKRAFT PLASTIC COATED GROUNDSHEETS 

AUSTRAIUAINI SISALKRAIFT PTY. LIMITED 

~':A 
~ 

VICTORIA: 152 Miller St., West Melbourne 

SOUTH AUST.: 356-62 Torrens Rd., Kilkenny 

N.S.W.: 16 Loftus St., Sydney 
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WEST AUST.: 69 Belmont Ave., Belmont 

QLD.: 23 R~ss St., Newstead 

TAS.: 119 Collins St., Hobart 
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come up against the problem of how to hold down Sisalkraft 
covering fruit lying in the hessians. -

Bricks, stones, lengths of s11wn timber and even sweat 
boxes have been used for this purpose, sometimes with dis
astrous results to the Sisalkraft. 

However, Mr. V. Thompson of Vinifera has hit on a very 
effective solution to this problem in putting to use some 
otherwise waste, or at least out-of-date, material-the segments 
of wooden wheel rims (known as felloes among wheelwrights), 
which he came across in an old ·wheelwright\; shop in a 
Mailee town. 

Their curve, smoothness and weight make these an ideal 
material for this purpose. 

Most of these .wheel rim sections appear to have odginally 
been made for bullock wagons, so that any growers consider
ing adopting this idea could have trouble getting on to a 
supply of them these days. 

However if an easy and cheap method of cutting lengths of 
timber to this shape could be developed they would be found 
very useful around drying greens where Sisalkraft is used 
in this way. 

MECHANICAl AIDS 
The following reports may challenge the ingenuity of those 

clever growers who construct the simple useful implements 
seen each year at the Sunraysia Gadget (and other) Field Day~. 

Power Pruning of Vines 
Pruning systems for cane-pruned and spur-pruned varieties 

are essentially the same in California as in Victoria, at least 
in the varieties which are grown in both pbces. 

Power pruning equipment is used for spur-pruned varieties, 
but is less suitable for cane-pruned types, where it may be 
used for the heavy cuts. 

Pruners work in teams of six. The air compressor is a 
self-propelled 3-wheeled machine which moves slowly down a 
row guided by one wheel in the centre furrow. An overhead 
boom extends three rows on either side, with a take-off for 
each pruner. The pneumatic secateurs have ,cutting parts of 
the blade and hook type. 

Some growers use a mowing machine with a vertical cutter 
bar to remove the side canes from spur-pruned varieties, 
finishing off with power pruning. ("Malice Horticulture 
Digest"-April 1962.) 

Harvester for Raisins 
The mechanical Raisin-grape harvester being developed 

co-operatively by the University of California and the Cali
fornia Raisin Advisory Board was recently given another 
harvest test. The latest version of the harvester, on which 

developmental work has been under way for seven years, can 
harvest as many grapes as 40 hand pickers. 

The harvester is towed by a wheel tractor and is operated 
by a man riding the cutter behind and below specially 
trellised vines. 

The manager of California Raisin Advisory Board has the 
opinion that as growers realize the value of the machine and 
it becomes more and more difficult to secure harvest workers, 
growers will change their cultural practices to permit the 
switch-over to mechanical harvesting. ("Pacific Fruit News"-
29th September, 1962.) 

Apricot Cutter 
Mr. R. R. Parks, Extension Agriculture Engineer, Univer

sity of California, writes to The A.D.F.A. in the following 
tcrms:-

"On the final runs of our experimental Apricot cutter we 
found that with a crew of three persons, five tons of Apricots 
could be cut and trayed ready for the sulfur room in a 
day's run of some nine hours. 

"One person dumped the boxes into the water tank at the 
beginning and kept an eye on the machine generally. The 
other persons fed empty trays into the machine and removed 
full ones to the stack, at the same time correcting any failures 
at ·cupping up' the cots on the tray and removing any stray 
pits. The Apricots were automatically 'singulated' into the 
orienting and cutting mechanisms, At the end of the operation 
they were pitted and placed cup np on the trays." 

Winle~ R~amalian Eam1aign 
MAY TO AUGUST, 1963 

The following covers the scheduled dates for the Sales Pwmotion VVinter Campaign. 

May 11th-Sultanas {'Woman's Day) 
May 25th-Mixed Fruits (Women's Weekly) 
June 1st-Raisins (Woman's Day) 
June 15th-Raisins (Woman's Day) 
June 22nd-Raisins (Woinen's Weekly) 
July 6th-Sultanas (~'oman's Day) 

July 20th-Mixed Fmits (Women's Weekly) 
July 27th-Mixed Fruits (Woman's Day) 
August lOth-Sultanas (Woman's Day) 
August 17th-Sultanas (Women's Weekly) 
August 24th-Mixed Fruits (W'oman's Day) 

The above dates will be supported hy full colour pages in ·women's 'Veekly ar::d Woman's Day. Full colour point of 
sale cards plus full colour recipe leaflets will correspond with '''omen's Weekly. 

General purpose point of sale cards with pre-prints of advertisement plus general purpose recipe pads will correspond 
with Woman's Day. 

With the extensive covel'age that 16 weeks of concentrated advertising will give to this programme, promotions can 
be arranged from the varieties listed on any given date between May-August should the above elates not suit. 
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If you're planning to pack it. 
call in your Wrightcel man first. 

Wrightcel Pty. Ltd., suppliers of all types of flexible 
packaging materials, including cellu:ose films, polythrme, "Paraform", foil 
and other laminations. And incorporating Sellotape (Aust.) Pty. ltd., sealing 
and packaging tapes. "Wrightcel" and "Paraform" are registered trade 
marks of Wrightcel Pty. Ltd. 
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